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FROCfifiI)IN(^  AND  DEBATES 


OP 


THE  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

AT  THE  FIRST  8£8dlON  OF  THE  TWELFTH  CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AT  THE  CITY  OF 

WASHINGTON,  MONDAY,  NOVEMBER.  4,  ItU. 


Monday  Norember  4$  1811. 

The  fim  sesttos  of  the  Twelfth  Congress  com* 
lenced  this  dey  et  the  City  of  WashingtoQ,  eon- 
irai^f  to  the  proelemaiion  of  the  President' of 
k  Uoited  States,  of  the  24;h  of  Jnly  lent,  sod 
he  Senate  aaeetnbled  io  their  Charaber. 


PRESfiirr : 

Geobgb  Clihton,  Vice  President  of  the  United 
lutes  and  Presideat  of  the  Senate. 

Nicholas  Gilman  and  CBARLEa  Cotts,  from 
Cew  Hampshire^ 

Cbauhcby  Goo  dbioh  and  Samuel  W.  Dam  a, 
rom  CoBoeetieat. 

Stephen  R.  Bradlby,  from  Vermont. 

John  SicrrH  and  Ooediah  Qebjun,  from  New 
fork. 

JoBB  CoHDiT  and  John  Lambbbt,  from  New 
leriey. 

AnbbbwGbbcm  and  BlicaABi.  Lbu,  from  Penaf^ 
firania* 

Odtbbbeidob  Hobsbt,  from  Delaware. 

Samuni.  SaftTB  aad  Phiup  RebDj  from  Mary* 
fend. 

William  B.  GkLce,  from  Vitf  inia. 

Jesbe  PBANKLfN,  ffoto  NoTth  Carolina. 

JoBN  Oaillabd  and  J6bn  Tatlor,  from  South 
Carolina. 

William  H.  Cbawtobd  i^nd  Chables  Tait, 
'rom  Georgia* 

John  Pope,  from  Kentucky. 

Joseph  Andebson,  from  Tennessee. 

Thobias  Worth imoton,  from  Ohio.- 

Geo  BOB  M.  Bibb,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Kentuoky,  for  the  term 
)f  six  years,  commeneiog  on  the  4ih  day  of  March 
is(;  GcoBOB  W.  Campbbll,  appointed  a  Sen- 
itor  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
o  place  of  Jehkin  WbitebIdb,  resigned;  Jbbb* 
iiAH  B.  Howell,  appointed  a  Senator,  for  the 
lerm  of  six  years,  commencing  on  the  fourth  day 
»f  March  last,  bv  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations;  Joseph 
B.  Varnum,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  for  the  term 
of  SIX  years,  eommeaciog  on  the  fourth  day  of 
March  last ;  respectively  produced  their  creden- 


tials, which  were  read,  and  the  oath  prescribed 
by  law  was  administered  to  them,  and  they  took 
their  seats  in  the  Senate. 

The  oath  was  also  administered  to  Messrs.  Con- 
DiT,  Crawford,  Giles,  Gilman.  and  Taylor, 
their  credentials  having  been  read  and  filed  dur- 
ing the  last  sessioa^ 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  the  House 
of  Representatives  that  a  quorum  of  the  Senata 
is  assembled  and  ready  to  proceed  to  business. 

Resolved^  That  each  Senator  be  supplied,  dur- 
ing the  present  session,  with  three  sucn  newspa- 
pers printed  in  any  of  the  States  a^  he  may  choose, 
prevmed  that  the  same  be  fumiahed  at  the  usual 
rate  for  the  anuuat  charge  of  such  papers:  and 
provided,  also,  that  if  any  Senator  shall  cnoose 
to  take  any  newspapers  other  than  daily  papers, 
be  shall  be  supplied  with  as  many  such  papers  as 
shall  not  exceed  the  price  of  three  daily  papers. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Greoo, 

Eeiolted,  That  the  Senate  will^  to-morrow,  at 
twelve  o'clock,  proceed  to  a  choice  of  a  Door^ 
keeper,  who  shall  also  diseharga  the  duty  of  Ser- 
geani-at-Armsk 

Mr.  Taylor  ptesemed  the  memorial  of  Joseph 
Wheaton,  praying  remuneration  for  services  ren- 
dered the  United  States  in  the  Revolutionary  war, 
and  compensation  for  losses  susmined  therein. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  a  ooorum  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  is  assembled,  and  have  elected 
Henry  Clay,  Es<^,  one  of  the  Representatives 
from  the  State  of  jSlentucky,  their  Speaker,  and 
are  ready  to  proceed  to  business.  Tbe^  have  ap- 
pointed a  committee  on  their  part,  iointly  with 
such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  on  the  pare 
of  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the  President  or  the 
United  States,  and  notify  him  that  a  quorum  of 
the  two  Houses  is  assemued  and  ready  to  receive 
any  communications  that  he  may  be  pleased  to 
make  to  them. 

The  Senate  concurred  in  the  appointment  of  a 
joint  committee  on  their  part,  agreeably  to  the  re- 
solution last  mentioned  >  ana  Messrs.  Anderson 
and  Gaillard  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 
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TuBBDAT,  November  5. 

Richard  Brent,  from  the  State  of  Virginia, 
attended. 

Mr,  Anderson  reported,  from  tbe  joint  com- 
mittee, that  they  had  waited  on  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  the  President  informed 
the  committee  that  he  would  make  a  communi- 
cation to  the  two  Houses  this  day,  at  twelve 
o'clock. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  LEfB^.-a  commitliee  was  ap- 
pointed agreeably  to  the  forty- second  rule  for  con- 
dnctinff  business  in  the  Senate;  and,  Messrs. 
Leib,  Franklin,  and  Cutts,  were  iippointed  the 
committee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Gilm an,  a  committee  was 
appointed  agreeably  to  the  22d  rule  for  conduct- 
ing business  in  the  Senate;  and  Messrs  Oilman, 
Campbell,  of  Tennessee, and  Bibb,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Franklin,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  election  of  a  DoorKeeper,  agreeably 
to  the  resolution  of  yesterday,  and  the  whole  num- 
ber of  ballots  collected  was  27,  of  which  Mqunt- 
JOT  Baylt  had  20,  and  was  accordingly  elected, 
in  the  place  of  James  Mathers,  deceased. 

ANNUAL  MESSAGE. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 

FdlouxUizens  of  the  SenaU 

and  House  of  BeprtsaUoHves  i 

In  calling  you  iogether  sooner  than  a  separation 
from  year  homes  would  otherwise  have  been  required, 
I  yielded  to  considerations  drawn  from  the  posiore  of 
our  foreign  afiairs ;  and  in  fixing  the  present,  for  the 
time  of  your  meeting,  regard  was  had  to  the  probabil- 
ity of  fiirther  developments  of  the  policy  of  the  bellig- 
erent Powers  towards  this  country,  which  might  the 
more  unite  the  National  Councils  in  the  measures  to 
be  pursued. 

At  the  closeof  the  last  session  ofCongressyitwas  hoped 
that  the  successive  confirmations  of  the  extinction  of  the 
French  decrees,  so  fkr  as  Uiey  violated  our  neutral  com- 
merce, would  have  induced  the  .Government  of  Great 
Britam  to  repeal  its  Orders  in  CoiuiGil,  and  thereby 
authorize  a  removal  of  the  existing  obstructions  to  her 
commerce  with  the  United  States. 

Instead  of  this  reasonable  step  towards  satisfaction 
and  friendship  between  the  two  nations,  the  Orders 
were,  at  a  moment  when  least  to  have  been  expected, 
put  into  more  rigorous  execution;  and  it  was  com- 
municated through  the  British  Envoy  just  arrived,  that, 
whilst  the  revocation  of  the  edicts  of  France,  as  ofiicially 
made  known  to  the  British  Government,  was  denied 
to  have  taken  place,  it  was  an  indispensable  condition 
of  the  repeal  of  the  British  Orders  that  commerce  should 
be  restored  to  a  footing  that  would  admit  the  produc- 
tions and  manuihctiires  of  Great  Britain,  when  owned 
by  neutrals,  into  markets  shut  against  them  by  her  en- 
«my ;  tne  United  States  being  given  to  understand  that, 
in  the  mean  time,  a  continuanoe  of  their  non-importa- 
tion  act  would  lead  to  measures  of  retaliation. 

At  a  later  date,  it  has  indeed  appeared  that  a  com- 
munication to  the  British  Government,  of  fresh  evi- 
dence of  the  repeal  of  the  French  decrees  against  our 
neutral  trade,  was  followed  by  an  intimation  that  it  had 
been  trannnitted  to  the  British  Plenipotentiary  here, 


in  order  that  it  might  reeeive  liill  consideratioii  in  the 
depending  discussions.  This  communication  appetn 
not  to  have  been  rei^ired ;  but  the  transmissjon  of  it 
hitherto,  instead  of  founding  on  it  an  actual  repeal  of 
the  orders,  or  assurances  that  the  repeal  wonld  ensoe, 
will  not  permit  us  to  rely  on  any  effective  change  inj 
the  British  Cabinet  To  be  ready  to  meet  with  eordi-j 
ality  satisfactory  proofr  of  such  a  change,  and  to  pn-j 
oeed,  in  the  mean  time,  in  adapting  our  measmres  t»i 
the  views  which  have  been  disclosed  through  that  Mio-j 
liter,  will  best  cons^t  iour  whole  duty.  j 

In  the  friendly  spirit  of  those  disclosures,  indemnitf 
and  redress  for  other  wrongs  have  continued  to  be 
withheld ;  and  our  coasts,  and  the  mouths  of  our  har- 
bors, liave  again  witnessed  scenes  not  less  derogmtoiy 
to  the  dearest  of  oar  national  rights,  than  vexatious  to 
the  regular  course  of  our  trade. 

Among  the  occurrences  produced  by  the  conduct  d 
British  ships  of  war  hovering  on  our  coasts,  was  as 
encounter  between  one  of  them  and  the  American  frif* 
ate  commanded  by  Captain  Rodgers,  rendered  onavoii- 
able  on  the  part  of  the  latter,  by  a  fire,  commeuttd 
without  cause,  by  the  former ;  whoee  commander  b 
therefore  alone  chargeable  with  the  blood  nafortunately 
shed  in  matntainiag  the  honor  of  the  American  lla^ 
The  proceedings  of  a  court  of  inquiiy,  requeeled  1^ 
Captain  Rodgers,  are  oomounieated,  logeCber  with  tin 
correspondence  relating  to  the  occurrence  between  the 
Secretary  of  State  and  His  Britannic  Biajesty's  Envoy. 
To  these  are  added  the  several  correspondences  whidi 
have  passed  on  the  subject  of  the  British  Orders  in 
Cound! ;  and  to  both,  the  correspondence  relating  to 
the  Floridas,  in  which  Congress  will  be  made  acquaint- 
ed with  the  interposition  which  the  Government  ol 
Great  Britain  has  thought  proper  to  make  against  th« 
proceeding  of  the  United  States. 

The  justice  and  fiumess  which  have  been  evinced 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States  towards  France,  boti 
before  and  since  the  rsvocation  of  her  decrees,  aQtho^ 
ixed  an  expectation  that  her  Government  would  haw 
followed  up  that  measoM  by  all  soeh  others  ae  wen 
due  to  our  reasonable  claims,  as  well  as  dictated  by  iti 
amicable  ptofeseioas.  No  proo(  however,  is  yet  gives 
of  an  intention  to  rqpair  the  other  wmngs  done  to  tfai 
United  States,  and  particularly  to  restore  the  greii 
amount  of  Axaerioan  pnmeity  seined  and  condemned 
under  edicts  which,  thouga  not  afiectiag  oar  neut 
relations,  and  therefore  not  entering  into  questions 
tween  the  United  States  and  other  belligerents,  vri 
nevertheless,  founded  in  such  uiyuft  principlea  ths^ 
the  reparation  ought  to  have  been  prompt  and  ample. 

In  addition  to  this  and  other  demands  of  strict  right 
on  that  nation,  the  United  States  have  muirh  reason  to 
be  dissatisfied  with  the  rigorous  and  unexpected  re^ 
strictions  to  which  their  trade  with  the  French  domin* 
ions  has  been  subjected ;  and  whidi,  if  not  discontin- 
ued, vrill  re^fuire  at  least  corresponding  restrictions  oB 
importations  from  France  into  the  United  States. 

On  all  those  subjects,  our  Mimster  Plenipotentiafyi 
lately  sent  to  Paris,  has  carried  vrith  him  the  necessary 
instructions;  the  result  of  which  wili  be  oonununh 
cated  to  you,  and  by  aseeitaining  the  nllerior  policy  el 
the  French  Government  towards  the  United  Stateik 
will  enable  you  to  adapt  to  it  that  of  the  United  Stateo 
towards  France. 

Our  other  foreign  relations  remain  without  unfaTor^j 
able  changes.  With  Russia  they  are  on  the  best  foot-{ 
ing  of  friendship.  The  ports  of  Sweden  have  afiEbrded| 
proofs  of  friendly  dispositions  towards  our  commerca 
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PrendetU^B  Anmtai  Mettage. 


Sbhata. 


io  the  ComiGfla  of  tint  nstien  cImk  And  the  infbiriiNi* 
don  from  oar  special  Minnter  to  Benmvk,  shows  that 
the  nuMion  hM  been  attended  with  ▼atvaUe  eilecte  to 
our  citixens,  whose  property  had  been  so  extensiTely 
rioUted  and  endangered  bj  croisers  under  the  Banish 
flag. 

Under  the  ominoos  indications  whieh  commanded 
attentioD,  it  became  a  duty  to  exert  the  means  oom- 
mitted  to  the  ExecntiTe  department  in  providing  for 
the  general  security.  The  works  of  defence  on  our 
mtritime  frontier  have  accordingly  been  proeecnted 
with  an  activity  leaving  little  to  be  added  for  the  com- 
pletion of  the  most  important  ones ;  and,  as  particu* 
Itrly  suited  Ibr  cooperation  in  emergendes,  a  portion 
of  the  gunboats  have,  in  particular  harbors,  been  or* 
dered  into  use.  The  riiips  of  war  before  in  commis- 
Bon,  with  the  addition  of  a  frigate,  have  been  chiefly 
employed  as  a  crniaing  guard  to  the  rights  of  our  coast. 
And  foch  a  disposition  has  been  made  of  our  land 
forces,  ss  was  thought  to  promise  the  services  most  ap- 
propiiate  and  important.  In  thie  disposition  is  included 
a  force,  constating  of  regulars  and  militia,  embodied  in 
the  Indiana  Tonitoty,  «ad  marched  towaidi  our  North- 
western frontier.  This  meaaore  was  made  requisite 
)ff  the  several  murders  and  depredations  committed  by 
Indiuis,  but  more  espeiaaliy  by  the  menacing  prepara- 
lioD«  and  aspect  of  a  combination  of  them  on  the  Wa^ 
bash,  under  the  influence  and  direction  of  a  £uiatic  of 
the  Shawanese  tribe.  With  these  ezceptionay  the  In- 
dian tribes  retain  their  peaceable  dispositions  towards 
ns,  and  their  usual  pursuits. 

I  most  now  add  that  the  period  is  arrived  which 
daims  from  the  Legialative  guardians  of  the  national 
rights  a  system  of  more  ample  provisions  for  maintain- 
iog  them.  Notwithstanding  the  scrupulous  justice, 
the  protracted  moderation,  and  the  multiplied  efforts, 
on  the  part  of  ^bte  United  States,  to  substitute  Ibr  the 
accumulating  Clangers  to  the  peace  of  tiie  two  coun- 
triei,aU  the  mutual  advantages  of  re-established  friend- 
ihip  sad  confidenee,  we  have  seen  that  the  British 
Cabinet  persererea,  not  only  in  withholding  a  remedy 
for  other  wrosfa,  so  long  and  so  loudly  ealling  fr>r  it, 
hot  in  the  exocotion,  Itronght  home  to  the  thiushold 
of  oar  territory,  of  meaaorea  whidi,  under  existing  cir> 
eumstancea,  luivo  the  character,  as  well  aa  the  effect, 
of  war  on  our  lawful  commeroe. 

With  this  evidence  of  hostile  inflaxibiUty,  in  tramp- 
ling on  rights  which  no  independent  nation  can  reltn- 
qaish.  Congress  will  feel  the  duty  of  putting  the  Uni- 
ted States  into  an  armor  and  an  attitude  demanded  by 
the  crisis,  and  corresponding  with  the  nation^  spirit 
and  expectations. 

I  recommend,  accordingly,  that  adequate  provision 
be  made  for  filling  the  ranks  and  prolonging  ^e  enlist- 
ments of  the  regular  troops ;  for  an  auxiliary  fotcc,  to 
be  engaged  for  a  more  limited  term ;  for  the  acceptance 
of  Toluntecr  corps,  whose  patriotic  ardor  may  court  a 
participation  in  urgent  services ;  for  detachments,  as 
they  may  be  wanted,  of  other  portions  of  the  militia ; 
and  for  such  a  preparation  of  the  great  body  as  will 
proportion  ita  ua^ulness  to  its  intrinsic  capacities.  Nor 
can  the  occasion  foil  to  remind  you  of  the  importance 
of  those  military  aeminaries  which,  in  every  event,  will 
fenn  a  valuable  and  firufal  part  of  our  Military  Eatab- 
iiihment 

The  manu&cture  of  cannon  and  small  anna  has  pro- 
ceeded with  due  success ;  and  the  stock  and  resources 
«f  all  the  necessary  munitions  are  adequate  to  emer- 
gencies It  will  not  be  inexpedienty  however^  for  Con- 
2KSS  to  authorize  an  enlargement  of  them. 


Tour  uttsBtion  will,  of  eoune,  be  drawn  to  snch  pio- 
visioDs  on  the  subject  of  our  naval  force  mt  may  bo  ro- 

?uired  for  the  services  to  which  it  may  be  best  adapted, 
submit  to  Congress^thescasonableneas  also  of  an  au- 
thority to  augment  this  atoek  of  such  materials  aa  ar« 
hnperMiable  in  their  nature,  or  may  not  at  once  be  afe* 
tainahia. 

In  ooMtemplating  the  aeenes  whieh  •distinguish  ih» 
momentous  epoch,  and  eatimating  thehr  claims  to  our 
attention,  it  is  impossible  to  overlook  those  devaioping 
themselves  among  the  great  communities  which  occu- 
py  the  Southern  portion  of  our  hemisphere,  and  ezteiid 
into  our  neighborhood.  An  enlarged  philantlufiopyy 
and  an  enlightened  forecast,  concur  in  imposing  on  the 
national  Councils  an  obiigation  to  take  a  deep  inter- 
est in  their  destinies,  to  cherish  reciprocal  sentiments 
of  good  will,  to  regard  the  progress  of  events,  and  not 
to  be  unpvepared  for  whatever  order  of  things  may  bo 
ultimately  established. 

Under  another  aspect  of  our  situation,  the  eariy  at- 
tention of  Congreas  will  be  due  to  the  expediency  of 
further  guards  against  evasions  and  infractions  of  onr 
commeicial  laws.  The  practice  of  smuggling,  whid 
is  odiens  everywhere,  and  particularly  crimind  in  free 
Governments,  where  the  laws  being  made  by  all  for 
the  good  of  all,  a  iraud  is  committed  on  eveiy  individ- 
ual aa  well  as  on  the  State,  attains  its  utmost  guilt 
whan  it  blends,  with  a  pursuit  of  ignominious  gain,  a 
treacherous  subserviency  in  the  transgressom  to  a  for- 
eign policy,  adverse  to  that  of  their  own  country.  It 
is  then  that  the  virtuous  indignation  of  the  puhUeahould 
be  enabled  to  manifest  itself  through  the  ratular  ssu* 
madversiona  of  the  most  competent  lawa. 

To  secure  greater  respect  to  our  mercantile  flag^and 
to  the  honest  ii^terests  which  it  covers,  it  is  expedient 
also  that  it  be  made  punishable  in  our  citizens  to  accept 
licenses  from  foreign  Governments  for  a  trade  unlaw- 
fully interdicted  by  them  to  other  American  citizens ; 
or  to  trade  under  false  colors  or  papers  of  any  sort. 

A  prohibition  is  equally  caQed  for  against  the  ac- 
ceptance, by  our  citizens,  of  special  licenses  to  be  used 
in  a  trade  with  the  United  States ;  and  against  the  ad- 
mission into  particular  ports  of  the  United  States  of 
vessels  from  foreign  countries  authorized  to  trade  with 
particular  ports  only« 

Although  other  subjects  will  press  more  immediately 
on  your  deliberations,  a  portion  of  them  cannot  but  bo 
well  bestowed  on  the  just  and  sound  polify  of  securing 
to  our  manufactures  the  success  they  have  attained, 
and  are  still  attaining,  in  some  degree,  under  the  im- 
pulse of  causes  not  permanent;  and  to  our  navigation 
the  fair  extent  of  which  it  is  at  present  abridged  by  the 
unequal  regulations  of  foreign  Governments. 

Besides  Uie  reasonableness  of  saving  our  manufac- 
turers from  sacrifices  which  a  change  of  circumstances 
might  bring  on  them,  the  national  intereet  requires 
that,  with  respect  to  each  articles  at  least  as  belong  to 
our  defence  and  our  primary  wants,  we  should  not  be 
left  in  unnecesary  dependence  on  external  supplies. 
And  whilst  foreign  Governments  adhere  to  the  exist- 
ing discriminations  in  their  ports  against  our  navi- 
gation, and  an  equality  or  lesser  discrimination  is  en- 
joyed by  their  navigation  in  our  ports,  the  effect  can- 
not be  mistaken,  because  it  has  been  seriously  felt 
by  our  shipping  interests;   and  in  proportion  as  thia 
takes  place,  the  advantages  of  an  independent  convey- 
ance of  our  products  to  foreign  marketa,  and  of  a  grow- 
ing body  of  mariners,  trained  by  their  occupation  for 
the  service  of  their  {^country  in  times  of  danger,  must 
be  diminished. 
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Hie  receipts  iato  the  TiMeaiy  daring  tkm  ymtctfd* 
ing  OB  Che  tmrtaetli  ef  September  leet,  hm  eceeedad 
tkfateen  milUons  end  a  helf  of  doUen,  and  have  eB« 
aUed  ue  to  defirey  the  eanent  ezpeneee,  inehidiiig 
the intereet on  the pobke debt» and  lo  reinbciiaeiBOte 
^lan  fite  miUiona  or  doUejaof  the  principal^  wtthoot 
recurring  to  the  loan  authorized  by  Uie  act  of  tiM  ieei 
aeerioB.  The  teaip«nary  hsan  obtaned  in  die  latter 
end  of  the  year  one  ihonaand  eight  hundred  and  tes* 
bpa  abo  been  reimbuxsed*  and  ia  not  included  in  that 
amnont. 

The  dacreaee  of  revemie  ariaing  from  the  attoation 
of  one  eonuneroe  and  the  extraordinary  erpenana  wUeh 
base  and  nufy  become  neeeaaaiyt  moat  be  taken  into 
vieiw,  in  making  oommenanraie  proviaiona  for  the  en- 
aning  year.  And  I  recommend  to  your  oonaideration 
the  prapriety  of  iaaunng  a  suflicienqr  of  annnal  reve- 
nne,  at  leaat  to  deiiay  the  ordinary  ezpcoaee  of  Got* 
emment,  and  to  pay  the  intereat  on  the  public  d^t» 
indnding  that  on  new  loana  which  may  be  aathoiiied. 

I  cannot  doae  thia  communication  without  expraaa* 
ing  my  deep  aenae  of  the  criaia  in  wfaidi  you  are  aa* 


wiari  with  the  acoampanying  dofumanta,  barafinnd  u  % 
aelect  committee,  with  inatructtona  to  axamiue  t^ 
aame  and  seport  Uiereon  to  the  Senate. 

BjBBohtdt  That  ao  much  of  the  Meaaage  of  the  Pmi. 
dent  of  the  United  Statea  aa  relatea  to  the  evaadu 
and  infractions  of  the  commercial  laws  thereof  be  re- 
ferred to  a  aelect  committee,  with  UMtructioos  to  a- 
amine  into  theanbjectandxeport  thereon  to  the  Seoai«, 
and  that  the  committee  have  leave  to  report  bj  biU, 
biUa,  or  otherwise* 

Resoivedt  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Statea  aa  relate  to  the  maauSK- 
torea  thereof,  be  reforred  to  a  select  committee,  vitii 
inatruetiona  to  examine  into  that  anbjed^  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate,  and  that  the  oammittee  hk^t 
leave  to  report  by  biU,  biUa,  or  otherwiae. 


Frioat,  NoreinberS. 

Ob  motion,  by  Mr.  Smitb,  of  MaryU&d, 
Remjived^  Tbigt  Moaotjov  Bayly,  Dootkeeper 
aad  Sergeaiit  at*Arma  to  the  Senate,  be,  and  he  i> 
aamUed,  my  confidence  in  a  wiaa  and  honorable  reaolt    hereby,  authomed  to  employ  one  aasistaai  tad 


to  Tonr  deiiberationa,  and  BasHranriea  of  the  .foithfiil 
leaf  with  which  my  co-operating  dutiaa  iHU  be  die- 
charged ;  inwdung,  at  the  aame  time,  the  Hnasing  of 
Heaven  on  our  beloved  country,  and  on  all  the  meana 
that  may  be  employed  in  rindicating  ita  lighta  and  ad* 
vandng  ita  welAoe. 

/AMES  MADISON. 
WAanmavov,  Ntmamber  6, 1611. 

The  Message  and  part  of  the  doewnents  therein 
referred  to  were  read,  and  three  hundred  copies  of 
the  Message  and  of  the  documents,  so  fhr  as  they 
have  been  read,  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate. 


Wkdh ssDAY,  November  6. 

James  Lloyd,  from  the  State  of  Massacbosetti, 
took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  io  reading  the  documents 
referred  to  in  the  Message  of  the  rresident  of  the 
United  States  of  yesterday.  Aod,  after  prepress, 
adjourned. 


•    Trdrsdat,  Norember  7. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  reading  the  documents 
referred  to  in  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  of  the  5ih  instant^  and  ordered 
that  nine  hundred  and  fifty  copies  of  the  Message 
and  documents,  in  addition  to  the  thriee  hundred 
already  ordered,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate,  making  io  the  whole  one  thousand  two 
hundred  and  fifty  copies. 

The  following  motions  were  submitted  by  Mr. 
QiLBs  for  consideration : 

Reaohtd,  That  ao  much  of  the  Measage  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  as  concerns  the  relatione  be- 
tween the  United  Statea  and  France  and  Great  Britain, 
with  the  accompanying  documents,  be  referred  to  a 
aelect  committee,  with  instructions  to  examine  and  re- 
port thereon  to  the  Senate,  and  that  the  committee 
nave  leave  to  report  by  bill,  bills,  or  otherwiae. 

Mesohed,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  the  encounter 
between  an  American  frigate  and  a  British  ship  of 


two  horses,  for  the  purpaee  of  performing  sucq 
services  as  are  usually  required  by  the  Door- 
keeper to  the  Senate,  aad  that  the  sum  of  tweoir- 
eight  dollars  be  allowed  him  weekly  for  that  pur- 
pose, to  commence  with,  and  remain  duriog  the 
session  and  for  twenty  days  after. 

Mr.  Leib  gave  nonce  that  on  Monday  he  should 
ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  authorize  the  traa»- 
portation  of  certain  documents  free  of  postage. 

Mr.  Varrdm  submitted  the  following  moiioa 
for  consideration: 

RetofoeJf  That  two  Chaplaina,  of  different  denow- 
nation^  be  appointad  to  Congraaa  during  the  pietf  Qt 
aeseion,  one  by  each  Hoiivie,  who  ahidl  intercbaagc 
weekly. 

Mr.  WoBTOiNOTOif  attboritled  the  fbllowio' 
motion  for  eonsideraiion : 

Ruphtd,  That  ao  much  of  the  Measageof  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Siatee  aa  relatea  to  Indian  a&in 
be  refened  to  a  aeleet  committee,  with  iostnictioiM  t» 
examine  into  thai  aabiect,  and  report  theieon  to  tbc 
Senate,  and  that  the  oommittee  have  lea««  lo  ivport 
by  bill,  biilap  or  eHwrwise. 

The  PREsiDcif  T  communicated  a  resolution  of 
the  Republican  Corresponding  Society,  met  a: 
Brookville,  in  the  Indiana  Territory,  enjoining 
it  on  their  Delegate  in  Congress  to  use  his  ex- 
ertions in  favor  of  a  law  autborizins  the  people , 
of  that  Territory  taelect  their  sheri^and  magis-> 
trates  once  in  two  vears;  which  was  read.  \ 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  gave  notice  that  oiL| 
Monday  he  should  ask  leave  to  briag  in  a  bil^, 
making  further  provision  for  the  Corps  of  Em*% 
neera.  '  , 

The  Senate  resumed  the  eouideration  of  tb^ 
motion  sttboiitted  yesterday,  ^  that  so  much  4 

<  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States^ 

<  as  concerns  the  relations  between  the  Unitef 
«  States  and  Prance  and  Gkeat  Britain,  with  th 

*  accompanying  documents,  be  referred  to  a  selec 

*  committee,  with  instructions  to  examine  ani; 
report  thereon  to  the  Senate;  and  that  the  com-i 
mitiee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill,  bills,  or  oiber-j 
•«.-•»  and,  having  agreed,  thereto,    Mess^^.| 


wise 
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Sm4T£« 


sac 


Giles,  Crawtobb,  Qa«90,.  Fbajikun,  Llotd, 
Baadlbt,  ftod  Pops,  wcr«  appoioted  Um  co«i- 
minee. 

The  foUowiog  Message  was  received  frooi  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 

Totkt  ScnaU  afUu  UmUd  StaU»^ 

I  now  Uy  before  CongraM  two  lettan  to  the  Deftri- 
uent  of  8taie»  one  from  the  present  Plempotentiarj  of 
Fraoce»  the  other  from  hii  predecessor,  which  were 
BOt  iadoded  among  the  documents  accompenjing  my 
Mesttge  of  the  5th  instant,  the  translation  of  them  be- 
ing not  then  completed. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Notucbxe  7,  1811. 

The  Message  and  letters  therein  referred  to 
were  read,  and  twelve  hundred  aod  fifty  copies 
thereof  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate,  aod  annexed  to  the  documents  with  the 
Message  of  the  5th  instant. 

The  Senate  resomed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  sobmitted  yesterday,  **  that  so  much  of  the 
'  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
'  as  relates  to  the  evasjoos  and  iofractions  of  the 
'  commereiaL  laws  thereof,  be  referred  to  a  select 
^committee,  with  iastructions  to  examine  into 
'  the  sabject  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate, 
^  and  that  the  eommiltee  have  leave  to  report  by 
*bil),  bills,  or  otherwise;"  and  having  agreed 
thereto^  Messrs,  Bmit^  of  Maryland,  7CAYU»a, 
GiLMAN,  QoonRiPB,  aod  AuMHtaoHi  voce  ap* 
pointed  ih«oimimUtee. 

Od  motion  bf  Mr.  ikiiDisaoa^  the-,  aosaidert- 
ationof  the  other  resolutions  submitted  yesterday 
was  postponed  till  Monday. 


M-OROAT,  NoTcmber  11. 

Jamu  Tubnbb,  appointed  a  AeiBtor  bf  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  8kate  of  North  CaroUoa,  for  the 
lera  of  uk  ycaes,  eooMseBelng  on*  cha  4lh  day  of 
Maie4  last,  prodoeed  his  oredestials  $  which  wwe 
read,  and  the  oath  preaoribed  bf  law  was  admiil- 
istered  to  htm,  aod  he  took  his  aeat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Lbib  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  traosportBtioii  of  certain 
docamentfl  free  of  postages  and  the  bill  was  read 
the  first  aod  second  time  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
notion  of  the  7lh  instant,  *<  thai  so  mtioh  of  ihe 
'  Message  pf  the  President  of  the  United  States 
'  as  relates  to  the  mannfaetorea  thereof,  tie  referred 
'  to  a  select  committee,  with  instroetions  to  exam* 
'  ine  into  that  sabjeec,  and  report  thereon  to  the 
'  Senate;  and  that  the  committee  fanve  leave  to 
*  report  by  bill,  bills,  or  otherwise."  Aod  having 
•greed  to  the  motion,  Messra.  VarnuHi  Wobtb- 
iHGTON,  BbadlbT|  Condit,  aod  Dana,  were  ap- 
pointed thaceminitiae. 

The  coBtidemtion  of  the  olbar  reeolntion,  sab- 
milted  the  7th  instant,  was  further  postponed. 

The  Senate  resamed  the  eoneidentioo  of  the 
motion  made  on  the  8th  instant,  "  that  so  mnoh 
'  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
'  Slates  as  relales  to  Indian  aflairs  be  referred  to 
'  a  select  committee,  with  inaunctlons  to  exam- 


ine into  that  subjeot,  and  report  thereon  to  the 
^  Senate;  and  that  the  committee  have  leave  to 
^  report  by  bill,  bills,  or  otherwise.*'  Aod  having 
hgreed  thereto^  Messrs*  Worthimotoii,  Pops, 
Campbell  of  Tennessee,  CRAwroao.aod  Gnnoo, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  senate  resumed  the  motion  made  tbe  8th 
instant,  for  tbe  appointment  of  Chat»iains,  and 
agreed  thereto. 

Air.  Braolet  presented  the  petition  of  the  Di- 
rectors of  tbe  Washington  Canal  Company,  pray- 
ing to  be  empowered  by  law  to  raise  the  sum  of 
95^,500,  by  small  annual  lotteries,  as  authorized 
by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  (he  State  of  Mary- 
land, of  November.  1795.  to  enable  them  to  com* 
plete  tbe  canal,  and  to  drain  the  ground  through 
which  it  runs;  and  tbe  petition  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Lloto  presented  the  memorial  and  peti- 
tion of  J.  and  E.  Phillips  and  others,  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  resident  in  Boston,  in  tbe  dis- 
trict of  Massachusetts,  importers  of  iron  and  other 
hardware  from  England,  praying  that  provision 
may  be  made  by  law  for  the  importation  of  such 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  as  were  by  them 
bonajlde  purchased  on  or  before  the  2d  day  of 
February  last, In  tbe  dominions  of  Great  Britain ; 
or  such  other  relief  as  the  wisdoqa  and  justice  of 
Gongresamay  devfae.  And  the  petition  was  read, 
aod  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


Tuesday,  November  12. 

Albxamogb  Campbell,  from  the  State  of  Ohio, 
took  his  seat  in  the  Senate* 

Mr.  GtLRS  presented  the  petition  of  Larkin 
Smith,  collector  of  the  district  of  Norfolk  and 
Portsmouth,  in  Virginia,  praying  additional  com- 
penaaiioOj  for  reasons  stated  at  large  in  his  peti- 
tion ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill 
or  otherwise.  Messrs.  Giles,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
and  Bradley,  were  appointeid  the  committee. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  thai  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  authorize  the  transport- 
ation of  certain  documents  free  of  postage;"  in 
whioh  they  desire  the  concurrence  or  the  Senate. 
They  concur  in  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  ot 
the  llth  inatant,  for  the  appointment  of  Chap- 
lains* 

The  bill  brought  up  for  cooourcenee  was  twice 
read,  by  unanimons  consent,  and  ordered  to  the 
third  reading. 

Mr.  Sum,  of  Maryland,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  making  further  provision 
for  tbe  Corps  of  Engineers.    The  bill  was  read , 
and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bradley,  the  petition  of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the^asbington  Canal 
Company,  presented  yesterday,  was  referred  to  a 
select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
bv  bill,  or  otherwise.  Messrs.  Bradlry,  Smith 
of  Maryland,  and  GUillard^  were  appointed  the 
commiuee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lloyd,  the  petition  of  J.  and 
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B.  Phillips  and  othert,  pfisented  yctferdftf,  wts 
referred  to  a  select  commiuee,  to  eoovider  and 
report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and  Messrs. 
Llotd,  Bradlbt,  and  FsAitKLiif ,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 


Wednb8day,  NoTcmber  13. 

The  President  communicated  the  memorial 
of  Matthew  Lyon,  stating  that  he  was  fined  and 
imprisoned  under  the  taw  commonly  called  the 
sedition  act,  and  praying  remission  of  the  fine,  for 
reasons  stated  at  large  in  his  memorial  \  which 
was  read. 

The  bill  making;  further  provision  for  the  Corps 
of  Engineers  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon ;  and  Messr*.  Smith  of  Maryland,  An- 
derson, Bradley,  Crawford,  and  German,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Bradley  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
should  a»k  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Charles  Mioifie. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "  An  act  to  authorize  the  transportation 
of  certain  documents  free  of  postage,"  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bradley,  the  In U  originating 
in  the  Senate  to  authorise,  the  traasporiation  of 
certain  documents  free  of  )>ostage,  waci  postponed 
to  the  first  Monday  in  December  next. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  theeleciion  of  a  Chap- 
lain to  Congress  on  their  part,  in  pursuance  of  the 
resolution  of  the  two  Houses ;  and,  on  counting 
the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  the  Rev.  John  Brbok- 
ENRioGE  had  a  majority,  and  was  accordingly 
elected. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing motion  for  consideration : 

JResolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes  be 
requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House,  infor- 
mation whether  tobacco  of  the  growth  of  the  United 
States  maybe  purchased  by  the  regie  to  the  full  extent 
of  the  consumption  of  France  ;  if  not»  in  what  propor- 
tion may  snch  tobacco  be  purchased  by  the  regie ;  whe- 
ther the  supplies  of  tobacco  imported  into  France  ^and 
which  may  be  transported  through  France  into  G«r« 
many  and  other  European  States)  is  subjeeted  to  a 
transit  duty ;  if  so,  what  la  the  amount  of  such  duty. 
And,  also,  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House  a  tariff 
of  the  duties  imposed  by  France  on  such  of  the  produce 
and  mannfactores  of  the  United  States  the  entry  of 
which  is  permitted,  and  particularly  of  tobacoo,  cotton, 
fish  oil,  and  dried  fish,  and  stating  (if  aqy)  the  difSir- 
ence  of  duty  charged  on  snch  goods  imported  from  the 
United  States,  and  similar  articles  when  introdncad 
into  France  from  other  States,  either  over  land  or 
otherwiae. 

Mr.  WoRTHiNGTON  Submitted  the  following 
motion  for  conaideration : 

ReMohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
if  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  AifCher  provision  or  alterations 
are  neceasary  for  the  disposition  of  the  puUk  lands  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report 
by  bill  or  otherwiae. 


TifORflDAY,  November  14. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  yester- 
day, by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland;  and,  on  raotioo 
by  Mr.  Lloyd,  it  was  agreed  that  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  be  postponed  oniil  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  yesterday, 
by  Mr.  WoRTRiNOTON ;  and, 

Retolvedj  That  a  commiitee  be  ap(K)ioted  to 
inquire  if  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  further  prorisioos 
or  alterations  are  necessary  for  the  disposition  of 
the  public  lands  of  the  United  States^  and  that 
they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Messrs.  Wothington,  Franklin,  Gbeoq. 
GOODRICH;  and  Bbadlcy,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Bbaoley  asked  and  obtained* leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Minifie;  and  the 
bill  was  read  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 

To  the  Senate  and  Houee  of 

Rtpreeeniativee  of  the  United  Statu, ' 
I  communicate  to  Congress  copies  of  a  correspon- 
dence between  the  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  Great  Britain  and  the  Secretary  of 
State,  relative  to  the  aggressions  committed  by  a  Brit- 
ish ship  of  war  on  the  United  States  frigate  Chesa- 
peake, by  which  it  wi0  be  seen  that  that  subject  of  dif- 
ference between  tiie  two  eountries  is  terminated  hj  an 
olbr  of  teparalloB,  which  has  been  acoeded  tu. 

JAMflS  MADISON. 

WjlBBfJt«TOV,  ilftv.  IS,  ISil. 

The  Messap^e  and  papers  therein  referred  to 
were  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
The  following  Message  was  also  receif  ed  from 

the  PREBIDENT  OF  TUB  UniTB*  8TAT£8  : 

ThAe^enmteemdtUmeff 

Beprt$emtathtM ef&e  VniUd Stateg,- 
I  lay  belnro  Cottgrea  the  Maak  ef  iho  coMua  laldy 
taken  of  the  iahabttaals  of  the  United  Staie^  with  a 
letter  from  the  Secretaiy  of  Stale  lelaiive  theieio. 

JAM£S  MADISON. 
NoTaxaaa  ld»  1811. 

The  Message  and  doeamenls  therein  referred  to 
were  read  and  ordered  to  lie  oa  the  table. 


FaiOAY,  Norember  15. 

A  message  from  the  Hoore  of  Represenu tires 
ioforned  the  Senate  that  the  House  hare  eppoiat- 
ed  the  Rererend  Mr.  SNBTSSif  Chaptaiato  Con- 
gress for  the  present  aesskmf  on  their  part. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Mtoifle  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  loaaeleec  eom- 
mittee,  to  consider. end  rejiort  thereon;  and  on 
balloting,  Meeara.  Oilbs,  Brablbt,  and  Qood- 
BiCH.  were  elected. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bbadlbt,  be|was  ezeused, 
as  wasalao  Mr.  QaBoo^ataodtng  the  nest  highest 
on  the  bailee  i  and  it  was  af  reed  that  Messrs. 
QiLBB,  QoODBtcB,  Bod  Pbarcum,  be  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motioB  made  the  13th 
instant,  by  Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland ;  and,  on  mo- 
tion, by  Mr.  Tatlou,  it  was  agreed  that  the  far^ 
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ther  coasiderfttioD  thereof  be  poslpooed  to  Mon- 
day next 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Okio,  gare  nociee,  that  on 
Monday  next  he  thoald  ask  leare  to  brin^  in  a 
bill  to  aotborize  the  sorveyinjif  and  marking  of 
certain  meda  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  aa  contempla- 
ted by  the  treaty  of  Brownatown,  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Michigan. 

On  notion,  by  Mr.  Lata,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  waa  directed  to  procare,  from  tlie  Depart* 
meat  of  State,  a  proportionate  number  or  the 
printed  copies  of  the  third  cenaoa  for  the  nae  of' 
the  members,  which  the  Message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  Statea  annooooed  as  being  in  that 
Departaaeot;  aubject  to  the  order  of  Oongreaa. 


MoNDAT,  November  18. 

Mr.  CAMPBBLi.,  of  Ohio,  asked  and  obtained 
ieare  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  aotborize  the  aurveying 
and  markioc  of  certain  roads  in.the  State  of  Ohio. 
as  eontempjated  by  the  treaty  of  Brownstown,  in 
the  Territory  of  Michigan ;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
aod  paased  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  cooaideratioa  of  the 
motion  made  the  13ih  instant,  by  Mr.  SMiTfi/o(' 
Maryland  ;  and,  oo  motion,  by,  Mr.  Llotd,  the 
original  motion  waa  amended  and  agreed  to  aa 
foUows : 

lUaokmk  Thai  the  PraaidaBi  of  the  Uaifad  8taias 
be  reqaested  lo  caaeB  to  be  laid  before  this  Heme  in* 
foroMtion  whether  tobacco  of  the  giewth  of  the  Ueiled 
States  may  be  pacehaaed  by  the  Adauoiatiation  en 
Tegie  to  the  lull  extent  of  the  consnmption  of  France ; 
if  not,  in  what  proportion  may  such  tobacco  be  pnr- 
dissed  by  the  Admmistration  en  regie ;  whether  the 
niplas  Jt  tobacco  imported  into  France  (and  which 
may  be  tnnsported  through  France  and  Oermany  and 
ether  Bmopean  Stalee)  is  sabjected  to  a  transit  duty ; 
iTio,  what  ie  the  amonnt  of  such  doty :  And  whether 
the  fiirpliia  above  mentioned  may  be  exported  by  aea 
to  any  coontiy  in  amity  with  France.  '  And  also,  to 
cause  to  be  laid  before  thia  Honse  a  tariff  of  the  dntiea 
impoaed  by  France  on  each  of  the  prodnoe  and  manu^ 
frctores  of  the  United  States,  the  entry  of  which  is 
permitted,  and  particularly  of  tobacco,  cotton,  fish  oil, 
and  dried  fish,  and  statins  (if  any)  die  diffimnoe  of 
duty  charged  on  such  gooos  imported  firom  the  United 
States  and  similar  articles  when  introduced  into  France 
from  other  States,  either  over  land  or  otherwise. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Repreaentatires 

informed  the  Senate  that  the  Houf^e  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  to  alter  the  time  of  holding 
oDe  of  the  terms  of  the  district  court  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Maine  f  in  which  they  desire  the  coqcur- 
T€Dce  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read,  aod  (lassed  to  the  second  reading. 


TuEaoAY,  NoTember  19. 

The  bill  to  aotborize  the  surTeyinir  and  mark- 
ifti;  of  carniia  roads  in  the.  State  of  Ohio,  as  con* 
icmpiated  by  the  treaty  of  Brownatown,  in  the 
Territory  of  Michigaii,  waa  read  the  aecoad  time 
tad  referred  to  a  aelect  committee,  to  conaider  and 
nport  tberaon,  and  Meaaia.  CAMPaBLL,  of  Ohio, 


WoaTBuroTON,  and  Bibb,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  to  alter  the  time  of 
holding  one  of  the  terms  of  the  district  coort  in 
the  Diatrict  of  Maine,**  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 


Wednesday,  Norember  20. 

Mr.  SitiTB,  of  Maryland,  preaeoted  the  meipo- 
rial  of  the  representatives  of  the  Religious  Society 
of  Friends  of  the  yearly  meeting  held  in  Balti- 
more, siatinz  that  a  traffic  has  been  carried  on  in 
negroes  ana  people  of  color,  in  which  those  of 
the  latter  description,  entitled  to  freedom,  are  fre^ 
quenttj  deprived  thereof,  and  praying  for  a  revi- 
sion of  the  law  in  relation  to  this  subject;  and 
the  memorial'was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill 
or  otherwise^ and  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Maryland, 
TATiiOB,  and  Tait,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

A  metaage  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  SeiMtte  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  foif  the  relief  of  Abraham 
Whipple,  late  a  Captain  in  the  Navy  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;''  also,  a  bill  entitled  ^An  act  extend- 
ing the  lime  for  opening  the  several  Land  Offices 
established  in  the  Territory  of  Orleans ;"  in  whibh 
bills  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and  severally 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  entitled  '^An  act  to  alter  the  time  of 
holding  one  of  the  terms  of  the  district  court  in 
the  District  ik  Maine;"  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 


Trdrsdat,  November  21. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  extending  the  time 
for  opening  the  several  Land  Offices  eatabliahcd 
in  the  Territory  of  Orleans,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
aider  and  report  thereon,  and  Messrs*  Campbsll., 
of  Ohio,  Franklin,  and  Cdtts,  were  appointed 
the  committee* 

The  bill,  entided  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Abraham  Whipple,  late  a  Captain  ia  the  Nary  of 
the  United  States,''  waa  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  a  select  committee  to  conaider  aod  re- 
port thereon  ;  and  Messra.  Bradl£t.  Fbanklin^ 
and  GooDBicBi  were  appointed  the  committee. 


Friday,  November  22. 

Jonathan  Robinson,  from  the  State  of  Ver- 
mont, took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  authorize  the  sur- 
veying and  marking  of  certain  roads  In  the  State 
p(  Ohio,  as  contemplated  by  the  treaty  of  Browns- 
town,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  reported  the 
bill  without  amendment, and  the  bill  was  consid- 
ered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  no 
ameadmaats  having  been  proposed,  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Tait  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
O'Baanon,  a  eithtea  of  Madiaen  county,  in  the 
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Miwisuppi  Territorj,  statii^g  tJi»t  he  hiMl  entered 
at  the  Land  Office  tor  said  county  a  quarter  see- 
tioD  of  land  and  paid  tbe  fimt  inatalment,  aiid 
o^aiofed  a  cenifioate,  bat  tbai  he  had  nnee  die- 
Cjarered  that  the  boaadaries  were  erroaeouslf 
marked  b/  the  surveyor,  and.  praying  reliefs  ^ttd 
the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or 
otherwise.  Messrs.  Tirr,  R^ed,  and  Campbeu^ 
of  Ohio,  were  appointed  the  Committee. 

Monday,  November  25. 

WiLLUBi  Hunter,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Pro* 
vioence  Plantations,  in  place  of  Christopher 
Grant  ChampliUi  resigned,  produced  his  creden* 
tials,  was  qualified,  and  took  nis  seat  in  the  Senate, 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York,  presented  the  me- 
morial of  Howard,  Fitch,  and  Llojid,  native  cit- 
izens of  the  United  States,  and  merchants  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  stating,  that,  in  consequence 
of  an  agreement  conduced  on  the  22d  October, 
1808,  they  have  at  this  time  a  large  quantity  of 
furs  lyin^  in  Montreal,  for  which  the^  have  ae^ 
tually  paid,  but  are  prevent^,  by  the  existing  non*' 
importation  act,  from  introducinff  into  the  United 
Slates,  and  praying  relief;  and  the  memorial  was 
read,  and  referred  to  Messrs*  Llotd,  Bajioi^BT, 
and  Franklin,  the  committee  to  whom  waa  re- 
ferred, on  the  13th  instant,  the  memorial  of  J.  and 
S.  Phillips  and  others,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Oilman,  from  the  commilteei  reported  the 
bill  to  authorize  the  surveying  and  marking  of 
certain  roads  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  as  contempla- 
ted by  the  treaty  of  Brownstowo,  in  the  Territory 
of  Michigan,  correctly  engrossed ;  and  the  bill 
was  read  the  tlurd  time,  and  the  blanks  filled. 

ResoheeL  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be  "An  act  to  authorize  the  survey  in  jf  and 
marking  of  certain  roads  in  the  Stnce  of  Ohio,  as 
contemplated  by  the  treaty  of  BrownslowQ,  in  the 
Territory  of  Michigan." 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatlyes 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  resoloiion  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee 
on  their  pan,  jointly  with  such  committee  as  may 
be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  have 
the  direction  of  the  money  appropriateo  to  pur^ 
chase  books  for  the  use  of  tiie  iLibrary  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

The  resolution  last  mentioned  was  read. 

The  Prs8I0£NT  laid  before  the  Senate  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  the 
Treasury,  prepared  in  obedience  to  the  act,  enti- 
tled ''An  act  to  establish  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment," which,  together  with  the  accompanying 
documents,  were  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 


TunsoAY,  November  26. 

Mr.  GtLSB  presented  the  memorial  of  Robert 
R.  Livingston  and  Robert  Fulton,  praying  for  a 
further  extension  of  their  patents  grnnted  for 
steamboats,  for  reasons  therein  stated. at. large; 


and  the  mettioriai  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  se- 
lect committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereoa 
l^  bill  or  otherwise ;  and  Messrs.  Q11.E8,  Bbad- 
LET,  and  CaawFono,  were  appointed  the  coin- 
mittee.. 

Mr.  Lnn  gave  notice  that  to-fBorrow  he  shonld 
ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  making  «  further  ap- 
propriation for  the  support  of  a  library^ 

Mr.  Li^OTO  sULied  tkat  one  of  the  sigoen  of 
.the  memorial  of  Howard,  Fitch,  and  Lloyd,  is  t 
distant  relation,  and  00  his  snggesiion,  the  com- 
mitieo  to  whom  the  memorial  was  yesterday  re- 
ferred was  excused ;  and  it  wajtreleired  to  Messrs. 
GtoonaicB,  Slttxa  of  Maryland,  and  BanDLBY,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  by  biU  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Braolbt  called  up  the  petition  of  Moses 
Austin  and  John  R.  Jones,  presented  on  the  21st 
January  last,  praying  an  incorporation  of  them- 
selves and  80ch  oiher  persons  as  shall  hereafter 
snbseribe  to  an  institution  for  the  purpose  of  min- 
ing and  smelting  of  lead  $  and  the  petition  wu 
read  and  referred  to  a  edeet  committee,  to  coo- 
sideraod  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and 
Messrs.  Braolgt,  Cirrra,  and  Oreoo,  were  ap- 
pointed the  eommitiee. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  hare  passed 
a  bill,  eottded  ^An  act  for  the  apportlonnaent  of 
Representatives  among  the  several  States,  ac- 
cording, to:  the  third- enmneratioh;"  in  which  bill 
they  desiee  theconcummee of  Um Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  fbr  eeaenrrenoe  was 
read)  and  pesaed  to  the  aeeond  reading. 

WfeONESDAY^  NoYember  27. 

Mr.  GAMPnnLL,  of  Ohio,  from,  the  oommittee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bdl,  entitled  ''Aa  act  ex- 
tending the  time  for  opening  the  several  hind  ofiL- 
cea  estebltebed  in  the  Territory  of  Orleans,"  re- 
ported the  bill  amended ;  and  theanendoaettt  was 
read  aadegreed  to^  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
and  the  Presidem  reporved  the  bill  to  the  House 
aeeoidingly;  and 'the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read 
a  third  time  as  amended. 
'  The  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  for  the  apportion- 
ment of  RepresentatiTes  among  the  several  States, 
according  to  the  third  census,'^  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Mon- 
day next. 

Pursuant  to  notice  given,  Mr.  Leib  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  making  a  further 
appropriation  for  the  support  of  a  libraty ;  and 
the  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Braj>ley,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  biU.  entitled  ^'An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Abraham  Whipple,  late  a  Captain  in  the 
Navy  of  the  United.  States,"  reported  it  without 
amendment,  and  it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading- 

THURaoAY,  November  28. 

Mr.  SiirrB,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  making  further 
provision  for  the  Corps  of  Bngineers,  reported  it 
withoot  aaaendment. 

The  hill  making  a  futther  appiopriation  for  the 
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support  of  a  libraty  was  read  a  tecond  thne;  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  aiid  read  a  third  time. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  paased 
a  bill,  eatitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Josiah  H. 
Wd)b;''  in  which  they  desire  the  eoneurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

The  bill  iaat  meaftiaued  wiareod,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  QiLMAXfy  from  the  committee,  reportedf  the 
ameDdroent  to  the  biU,  entitled  ^An  act  extend- 
ing the  time  for  opening  the  several  hind  offices 
established  in  the  Territory  of  Orleans,'^  correctly 
eDgro»«d;  and  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time 
as  amended,  and  passed. 

Ml  Tajt,  from  the  coipmittee  appointed  to 
coDiider  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Thomas  O^nnon,  and  the  bill  was  ready  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Jaxss  a.  Bataro,  from  w  State  ofDebware, 
look  his  seat  in  the  senate. 


Fai^AV,  November  d9. 

The^ealli  ptMCfibed  by  law  waa'adminiaievvd 
to  Mr.  Batasd,  his  credentials  having  beta  fead 
and  filed  dariag  the  bet  lesiion. 

Mr.  QiABMi,  from  4ba  oomniMcfe,  leporttd  the 
bill  making  a  further  appropriation  fav  the  tfO))- 
port  ofa  libraff ,  «>iieociy  angvossad ;  and  the  bill 
vas  read  a  third  time  and  pasaedr 

The  bin  (br  4ha  raftief  of  Tbanaa  <yBannon 
wa.«  read  the  seeood  ttmew 

The  bill,  entitled  ''Aaaot  for  th6  relief  of  Jo- 
siah H.  Webb/'  was  read  the  second  time. 

Tbe  PRBStDBNT  laid  befbre^e  Senate  the  re- 
port of  tha  BoeteMvy  for  tbe  Depnrtaient  of'  the 
Treasury,  pveparod  ia  obediioee  to  the  dlreettotn 
of  the  act,  tntided  '^An  act  reflating  the  our- 
Kocj  of  foreign  eains  in  the  Uakad  States," 
pissed  Apiil  10,  l€06f  and  the  raptfrt  was  read 
tod  orderad  to  lie  on  tba  table. 

The  Stnato  rasamed.  at  in  Comadttee  of  the 
Whole,  the  Ml,  aniidad  ^Aa  aet  for  tbareUef  of 
Abraham  Whiople,  late  a  Oaptafn  ia  the  Navy 
of  the  United  Btates  f  sod  the  bill  waa  ordered 
to  the  thkd  aeaSinff. 

Ob  aaaiiea,  bf  m.  OBflXAiv,  it  waaagMed,  that 
the  bill  flMMga  further  previaioa  far  the  Corps 
of  Baghieen,  %e  aiade  the  order  af  tlia  dajr  ror 
Taeaday  nait. 

'        Monday,  December  8. 

Mr.  L«B  areaented  the  petition  of  Thoaaas  F- 
Wharton,  oTthe  oity  of  Piuiadelphia.  suting  th«t 
he  is  the  owner  of  the  schooner  BspaTaaza»  a 
Bpaaiah  built  vessel,  parchased  at  Sierra  Leone 
in  the  year  1810,  by  Samuel  Richardet.  master 
of  theschopoer  Ariadne,  to  bring  home  the  cargo 
of  the  schooner  last  mentioned,  she  having  been 
coademaed  as  notseaworthy ;  and  that  at  the  time 
of  the  pwchase  of  tbe  Esparanza,  he  had  no 
knowledge  of  the  aet,  entitled  *^An  act  to  prevent 
the  inning  of  sea-letters,  exoept  to  certain  vessels^" 
and  pmyiag  relief:  and  the  petition  was  read,  aiid 
ordered  to  Tie  on  the  table. 


Mr.  CuTTS  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Brown,  a  citizen  of  Portsmouth,  in  New  Hamji- 
shire,  stating  that  the  ship  General  Eaton,  of 
which  he  was  owner,  sailea  from  London  on  tiie 
27th  November,  1810,  and  from  the  Downs  on 
the  4th  December  foltowing,  bound  to  Charles- 
ton, in  South  Carol ina,  in  ballast;  and  that,  on 
the  6th  of  December,  the  said  «hip  was  captured 
by  two  French  privateers  and  carried  to  Calais 
and  there  detained ;  and  praying  the  iaterposition 
of  the  Legislature,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  peti- 
tion; which  was  read,  and  deferred  to  the  Secre- 
tary fbr  the  Department  of  State,  to  consider  and 
tejMti  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Keeo  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
ooosideration: 

lUtohfed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  iqqaife 
whether  any,  and  what,  alterations  are  nccessaiy  in 
the  rules  and  articles  for  the  better  government  of  the 
troops  raised  or  to  be  raised  by  the  United  States,  and 
that  the  eomnltlBe'hBve  iaaveto  t$p%ti  by  bUl,  bills,  or 


The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Comaiittee  af  the 
Wiick,  the  biU,.eiitid0d  "^Aa  act  lor  the  apportion- 
aaent  of  Bapreseniatives  among  the  eeveral  Stanes 
according  to  the  third  ennaMfatioa." 

On  aaoiion,  by  Mr.  Batabii^  to  suike  oat  of 
line  five  the  trotds  ''tJurty-aaven,"  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  aAraikattve^^yeaa  18,<naye  Id,  as 
foUowa: 


9ayard,  Bradley,  Orawftvd,  Cutts, 
Dana,  German,  Oilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey, 
HeiseU,  Banter*  lioib,  Ltoyd,  IBefataon,  Sfesidi  of 
Slew  YM«  Tait|.and  ?amttn* 

JCatb  Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Br«it,  Daainbell 
<tfOh»,  Oampbelf  ef  Tennessee, 'Oondit,  Franklin, 
OaUlaad,  Giles^  Umbert.  Pom*  Ree4»  Amith  of  Matiy- 
land,  Taylor,  Tomer,  and  Worthington. 

Oa  motion,  by  Me.  Taylob,  to  fill  the  bbnk 
with  "forty,"  it  was  deteratinad  in  the  negative^ 
yeas  13,  naya  81,  aa  followa; 

TsAS— Messrs.  Andefaon«  Bftb,  CampbeD  of  Tea- 
aessee,  Oondit,  Fraaklhi,  Gaillard,  Oilman,  Gregg, 
Laabeit,  Leib,  iV>pe,  T>syl^»  ^<1  Tomer. 

IfATe— Messrs.  Bayasd,  Bradley,  Brent,  Campbdll 
of  G«iio,.0reivi»r4,  Qotts,  Biaaa,  Getman,  ailes,Goofi- 
rich.  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  Lloyd,  Reed,  Robiwan, 
Bnithef  Maryland,  Sauthof  2l4wFoik»  TaivVar- 
nnnst  and  Worthington. 

On  Htotion,  by  AAr.  BAaaaDj  to  insert  thrwoitfs 
'^thiftt-five^^  in  lien  of  the  wttdt  ^ieke«i  out;  it 
was  detevaiiBed  in  tbe  oegativ«7^-yeas  ^,aays 

IQ  (A«  follows  S 

YsAS^Mesaw.  Bf^fasd,  BradL^,  BmoV  CiawiiNrd, 
Gotts,  QtaiM^  Oeman,  Giles,  Qihnan,  Go(idbrich»  C^egg. 
Horsey,  Howell,  HantoK,  LeihiXhiyd,  9eed,  Bobineoa, 
Smith  of  Ma^Oand,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,*and 
YtfnuBi. 

Nats— Messrs.  Andeisoa»  Bibbi  CaaspbeU  of  OUo« 
Csmpbell  of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Franklin»  Gaillard, 
Lambert,  Pope,  Taylor,  Turner^  and  Worthington. 

And  the  bill  having  been  amended  on  thefoie- 

Sing  prineiphe')  the  President  reported  it  to  the 
ouse  accordingly;  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 
The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
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Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  oct  for  the  relief  of 
Josiab  H.  Webo;"  and  it  was  ordered  to  the  third 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Conamittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  O'Bao- 
non  j  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  en^^rossed  and  read 
a  third  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Abraham  Whipple,  late  a  Captain  in  the  Navy 
of  the  United  States/'  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Mr.  GiLMAir,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
amendments  to  the  biU,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the 
apportionment  of  Represeotatives  among  the  sev- 
eral States,  accord) tig  to  the  third  enumaration," 
correctly  engrossed. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Franklin,  that  tiie  bill  be 
now  read  the  third  time,  it  was  objected  to,  by 
Mr.  AndeesoN;  as  against  the  rule. 


completing  the  payments  on  certaia  lands,  held 
by  riffht  of  pre-emotioa,  in  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory ;''  in  wnieh  bill  they  desire  the  coocorrenee 
of  the  Senate. 

Tlie  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 


ToBaDAY,  Decf Mber  &  ' 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  submitted  yes- 
terdaVf  by  Mr.  Rebd  ;  and, 

Ordered,  That  a  committae  be  appointed  to 
inquire  whether  any,  and  what,  alterations  ai« 
necessary  in  the  rules  and  articles  for  the  better 

Sorernment  of  the  troops  rained  or  to  be  raised 
y  the  United  Stales;  and  that  the  committee 
hare  leave  to  report  hy  bill,  bills,  or  otherwise. 

Messrs.  Reed,  Anderson,  Varnum,  Smtith  of 
Mary  land,  and  Bbadlbt,  were  appeioMl  the  eooa- 
mittet. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jeeiah 
H»  Webb,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Bibb,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  ThomasCBenneo  correctly 
engrossed ;  and  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

.  The  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  for  the  apportloB- 
Bsient  of  Representatives  among  the  several  States, 
according  to  the  third  enumeration/'  was  read 
the  third  time  ts  amended,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  aa  in.  Commiuee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  making  further  provisioa  for  the 
Otfps  of  Engineees^  and  the  bill  having  been 
mmcnded,  the  President  reported  it  to  the  House 
Beed#dSngly« 

On  moUen,  by  Mr.  Obbrian.  to  strike  Mt,lixMn 
section  5,  lines  4  and  5,  the  following  words;  ''at 
•ttob place  as  eiiall  he  designated  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States,''  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmatirer-yeas  1%  naya  11,  as  Mhofwni 

TsAs— Messrs.  Csmpbell  of  Ohioi  Gondii,  Gntts* 
Oernian,  Qflilian,  Goodnch,  How^,  Hunter,  Lambert^ 
Leib,  Lloyd,  Reed,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Smith  of  fCew  York,  and  Yamttm. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bradley,  Camj^ell 
of  Tennessee,  Crawford,  Franklin,  Gaillatd,  Tsit, 
Taylor^  Turner,  and  Worthington. 

And  further  amendments  having  been  agfeed 
to,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
B  third  time  as  amended. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 


WBDNsaDAYy  December  4. 

The  Prbbidbnt  commjunicated  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  on  moneys  transferred, 
dorring  the  Last  re<itess  of  Congress,  from  certain 
appropriations  for  particular  branches  of  ex pendi* 
ture  in  that  department,  uod  of  the  application  of 
such  moneys ;  and  the  Teport  was  read. 

The  hill,  entitled  '^  An  act  allowing  further  time 
for  completing  the  payments  on  certain  lands  held 
by  r^ht  of  pre-emption  in  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory,^ was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a 
select  committee  to  consider  and  report  tbereoo ; 
and  Messrs.  Tait,  Bradley,  and  Franklin,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  for  the  affpointment  of  a  com- 
mittee to  have  the  direction  of  the  maiwy  «ppro- 
priated  to  purchase  books  for  the  nae  of  the  Li- 
brary, and  concurred  thereki  $  and  Mesata.  Lbib, 
Condit,  and  SiirrB,  of  Maryiand,  ware  appointed 
the  comtoUtee. 

Mr.  GtoucAN,  from  the  coBUBittoa,  reported  the 
bill  making  further  provieioa  ler  the  Corps  of 
JSngiBeers  eorrectly  enffroiised;  and  the  hill  was 
read  the  third  timc^  and  paned* 


Tbubspat,  December  5. 

Mr.  GhLBB,  fton^  the  committee  appointed-  on 
the  atthject,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert 
Fjulten  and  his  associates;  and  the  hill  waa  re^d, 
and  passed  le  the  second  reading; 

Mr.  Bbaolbt  presented  the  petition  of  Char- 
lotte Hazen,  relict  of  the  late  Brigadier  General 
Moses  Haxeo,  praying  a  grant  of  land  to  her  as  a 
Canadian  refuge^  for  reiac^ns  stated  at  large  ia 
the  petition ;  which  waa  read,  and  referred  to  a 
seteet  coounittee^  to  eoasider  and  report  thereoa 
by  IhU  or  otherwise,  and  Messrs.  BMJHJor,  Qbbgo, 
and  Fbab KLLN,  were  afpofnted  the  ofinaniuee. 

Mr.  CirrrB  gtve  notice  that  to»aMcrow  he 
ahonld  asfc  leave  te  bring  in  a  bill  to  annex  the 
towns  of  Kittery,  Elliot,  and  Berwieky  to  the  dis- 
trict of  Portsmouth... 

Mr.  Fbanklin  presented  the  petition  of  David 
Porter,  stilting  that  he  commanded  the  flotilla  sta- 
tiooed  at  New  Orleans  during  theezisteiiee  of  the 
laws  probibitioff  iatercoBrse  with  France;  and 
that  he  there  seized  and  prosecuted,  at  his  own 
expense,  to  condemnation,  three  vessels,  the  pro- 
ceeds  of  which  were  distriouted  under  the  reveirae 
laws,  but ''that  his  proportion  thereof  did  not 
amount  to  the  cost  of  prosecution.  He  therefore 
pirays  Congress  to  relinquish  to  him  thek  propor- 
tion of  the  penalties  and  forfeitures  which  may 
have  been  incurred  by  said  seizures,  aa  a  remu- 


neration for  his  services;  and  the  petition  was 
a  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  allowing  further  time  for  |  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committer  to  con- 
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sider  and  report  tbereon  by  bill  or  otherwUe ;  and 
Messrs.  Vbankun,  ANDBBaoN,  aad  Goodrich, 
appointed  the  committee. 


FRififAr,  December  6. 

Mr.  CtTTTB  asked  and  oblained  leave  to  brine 
in  a  bill  to  annex  the  towns  of  Kittery,EllioL  and 
Berwick,  to  the  district  of  Portsmouth ;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  readiosr* 

Mr.  Gbbog  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Pre- 
sident and  Managers  of  the  Union  Canal  Com- 
pany of  Pennsylyania,  praying  the  aid  of  Con- 
gress to  enable  them  to  accomplish  the  o^ect  of 
their  iostitotion^  as  is  stated  at  large  therein ;  and 
the  memorial  was  read,,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consist  of  Eve  numbers,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and 
Menrs.  Ghtaoo,  Bayard,  Lloyd  Pope,  and  HoR"» 
anr,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

A  menage  from  the  Housie  of  Representatirea 
informed  %hm  Seaaie  that  the  Home  diaagvee  to 
the  amenteeiita  of  the  Seoaie  to  the  bil(,  entitled 
"^  Ad  aet  fer  the  afiportieoaaeiit  of  RtpwientatiYta 
among  the  aeveral  Stctea,  aeeordiag  to  the  third 
ennmeeatien  f  they  ask  a  coef^renoe  on  the  aub- 
jcei,  aad  hare  appointed  managera  qn  their  part. 

Oo  motieD,  by  ilr.  Lara,  that  the  fileaate  insist 
on  thetr  aflaeodmeaH  to  the  bill  laat  mentioned, 
it  waa  deieraiiDad  in  ihe  afirtnatire-^yeaa  12, 
aayaia,  aa  foHowa: 

YsAs — Ifeasrs.  Anderson,  Bayard,  Bradley,  Craw- 
ford, Catta,  Dana»  German,  Oilman,  Goodrich,  Chreggy 
Horwy,  Howell,  finnter,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Reed,  Robinson, 
finith  of  If  avyhuid.  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  and 
Varoem. 

Nats— Meaara.  Bibb,  Brant,  Campbell  of  Oldo, 
Campbell  of  Tennaaaaai  Gendit,  FranUin,  GalUaid, 
Gilea,  Laadwl,  Pope,  Taylor,  Tomer,  and  Worthing- 
ton. 

Qn  motion,  by  Mr.  CaAwroao,  the  Senate 
aj^reed  to  the  conference  asked  by  the  Hoase  of 
RepresentatiTes  on  the  amendments  to  the  bill 
last  mentioned  \  and  Messrs.  Bayard^  Lsib,  and 
Vaikum,  were  appointed  the  roaaagera  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Fulton  and  his 
associatea  waa  read  the  second  time. 


M oiiMT,  Deeember  9. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  committee  to  whom  waa 
referred  4fae  bill,  entitled  **An  act  allowing  fur** 
ther  time  for  eompleitog  the  pe^menta  oo  certain 
lands  held  l^y  rigkc  of  pre-emption  in  the  MUaia- 
appi  Territory^''^ reported  it  witkoot  amendment. 

Mr.  OiUBei  uroA  the  eoaimittee  to  whom  waa 
referred  ao  much  of  the  Measage  of  the  President 
of  the  UnUed  States,  of  the  Afth  of  Nov.ember,  as 
eoacerna  the  relations  between  the  United  Statea 
lad  prance  and  Qreat  Britain,  reported,  in.  part, 
a  bill  for  completing  the  exiating  military  eatab* 
lisbmeat ;  ao4  the  bill  waa  read|aod  paaaed  to  the 
seeood  reading. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  committee  laat  mentioned, 
rtported,  in  part,  a  bill  to  raiaei  for  a  limited  time, 


an  additional  military  force;  and  the  bill  was 
read^  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  QiLGS,  from  the  same  committee,  reported, 
in  partj  a  bill  a{)propriating  a  sum  of  money  for 
procuring  munitions  of  war;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  G1LE8,  from  the  same  committee,  also  re- 
ported, in  part,  a  bill  for  the  establishment  of  a 
quartermaster's  department ;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
9od  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

£upon  presenting  the  re|K)ri  of  the  Committee 
of  Foreign  Relations .  to  the  Senate,  Mr.  Giles 
remarked,  that  he  waa  directed  by  the  committee 
to  report  by  bills  in  part;,  that  the  bills  now  re- 
ported,  presented  suck  a  system  of  military  pre- 
parations as  the  committee  had  deemed  it  proper 
to  recommend  to  the. adoption  of  the  Senate  in 
the  pceaent  crisia ;  that  it  had  not  yet  matured  a 
syatem  of  naval  preparation}  that  .would  probkbly 
form  the  subject  of  a  future  repqjU.1 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Fulton  and  hia 
aasociatea  was  resumed ;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Aif  DCB8ON,  it  waa  made  the  order  or  the  day  for 
Tburadaj  next. 

The  bill  to  aaqex  the  towns  of  Kittery,  Elliot, 
and  Berwick,  to  the  district  of  Portsmouth,  waa 
read  the  aecond  tinoe,  and  referred  to  a  aelect  com- 
mittee, to  conaider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs. 
CuTTs,  Ltovo,  and  FnAHun,  were  appointed 
the  committee* 


TuBBDAY,  December  10. 

The  bill  for  completing  the  ^xiating  Military 
Esiabliahment  waa  read  the  aeoond  time. 

The  bill  to  raise,  for  a  limited  time,  an  addi- 
tional military  foree.  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  appropriating  a  asm  -of  money  for  prO- 
enrlng  manitioaa  of  war,  waa  tead  the  aecond 
time. 

The  bill  for  the  establishment  of  a  qoartermaa- 
ter's  department  waa  read  the  aecond  time ;  and 
en  meti^,  by  Mr.  Gilbs,  these  kHIs  were  aerer- 
ally  mode  the  order  of  the  ^ay  for  Friday  next. 

The  Senate  leaomed.  as  In  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  *^  An  act  alio wiag[  further 
time  §m  completing  the  payments  on  certain  landa 
held  by  right  of  pre-emption  in  the  Miasiaaippi 
Territory  p'  and  ike  kill  waa  ordered  to  the  third 
reading. 

>  Mr.  Gilbs  presented  the  petition  of  Ckarlea 
Whitlow,  nurseryman  and  botanical  eellector, 
atating  thai  he  has  dtacOYOred  a  oatire  regeiable, 
which  possessea,  in  the  highest  degree,  the  quali- 
ties of  flax  and  hemp,  and  praying  that,  in  con- 
aideratioB  of  making  a  disclosure  of  this  important 
discorery  to  Congress,  he  may  be  allowed  to  im- 
port into  theUnited  States,  byapeciial  licences,  all 
suck  seeds,  grains,  and  growing  plaau,aa  he  may 
deem  useful  for  the  improvement  of  gardening, 
science^  or  the  arts ;  and  the  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  a  aelect  committee,  to  consist  ot 
five  members,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by 
bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Giles,  Greoo, 
GsaiiAii,  Smith,  of  New  York,  and  Bayabo,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 
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Mr.  Batard,  from  the  committee  appointed  as 
managers  of  the  conference  opon  the  sabject-roat- 
ser  of  thetiil  from  the  Honse  of  ^Representatives, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  apportionment  of  Repre* 
ten tatives  among  the  several  States,  according  to 
the  third  enumeration,"  naade  the  fbtlowing  re- 
port: 

'*  That  the  committee  had  held  a  conference  with  the 
managers  appointed  in  behalf  of  the  House  of  Repre* 
sentatives,  and  that  the  joiDt  committee  of  the  two 
Houses,  upon  the  clbse  of  the  conference,  finally  vapa- 
rated  wtthoat  cothing  to  any  agreement.  That  the 
committee  heard  nothing^  on  the  conierence  sufficient 
to  induce  them  to  depart  ho^  the  amendments  made 
by  the  Senate  to  the  Mil  from  the  Hotise  of  Sepresoit* 
atives.  They  therefore  reopaameBd  it  to^he  Senate  to 
adhere  to  the  said  ameodmeiits." 

On  mmion,  by  Mr.  Batard,  it  was  agreed  that 
the  consideration  of  the  report  be  tlie  order  of  the 
day  for  lo-tatrtmyir. 


*The  biD,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joha 
Burnham,"  was  read  the  second  time,  aod  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  there- 
on ;  and  Messrs.  GEAVAif,  Franklim,  and  Grego, 
were  appointed  the  eocafaillee. 

Mr.  Pan  A  presented  the  petition  of  Isaac  Try* 
on.  of  Glastenbtiry,  \tk  the  IState  of  Conneetieot, 
prartng  that  the  patent  granted  him  on  the  2id 
of  Pebraary,  1798,  for  a  new  and  usefiil  improTt- 
ment  in  manufactoring  combs,  may  be  extexuled 
for  a  longer  time,  for  reasons  staiw  therein  at 
large;  and  the  petition  Was  read,  and  ordered  lo 
lie  on  the  table. 

Tt»e  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Comtliittee  of  tk 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Pnltoa 
'and  hfs  associates;  and,  after  debate,  the  foriho 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  to-mor- 
row. 


WEnNEa  OAT,  December  11* 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  allowtug  fmrtiier  tine 
for  eompletiAg  the  paymeats  on  eercain  lands  held 
by  rrght  of  pre-emption  in  the  Missisaippi  Tern- 
lory,"  was  read  the  third  ttme,  aad  passed. 

A  message  ffom  the  Uoase  of  Repveseotatifes 
iaformed  theSeaate  that  the  House  luire  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  authorise  she  laying 
out  and  opening  a  public  road  from  the  line  estab< 
lisbed  by  the  treaty  of  Greenville  to  the  North 
Bend,  in  th^  fifateof  Ohio f  also  ^  bill,  entitled 
^' An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Barabaaa;''  in 
which  bills  they  desire  tlie  coaoiifneace  of  (lie 
Senate. 

The  bills  last  menikmed  w«re;read,  and  puaad 
to  tbeseeood  mdMig. 

The  Senate  r esoaaed  the  eonaideriition  of  the 
report  of  the  managers  at  the  conference  upon  die 
aiuijeetpiBatier,  of  &e  antodQQeilt8;to  tli^  bitl,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  ibe  apportieottent-of  Repre- 
aentaiiresanaoag  the  ^several*  States,*  aeeetodtag  to 
the  thin)  emttoefaiion." 

Whefeupoa,  oq  motion  bf  Mr.  BaviARfi^  that 
the  Senate  adiiere  .te  their  anendtneuts  to  the 
said  bilJ,ii  was  deiermiaed  ia  the  affiraMtive-^ 
yeas  18,  naya  16, as  follows:  , 

Yeas  Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  CutU,  Dana,  Ger- 
man, Gtlman,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  norsey,  Howell,  Hau- 
ler, Leib,.  Lloyd,  Bead.  Robinmi#  dmith  of 'Maryland, 
Smith  of  New  ¥ock,  and  Vamum.  < 

NAT»^Meeacs.  Anderaoo,  Bibb,  Brent»  Oamj^  of 
Ohio,  Campbell  of  Tennesse«,rCoadit,  Crawfoid»Frank- 
lin,  Gsillaid,  Giles,  Lambert»  Pope»  Taat,  Taylor,  Tor- 
ner,  and  Worthington. 

TauBBOAT,- December  12. 

The  bill,  entitled  **  An  aet  to  authoriae  the  lay- 
ing out  and  openiiig  a  public  road  from  th«  line 
established  by  the  treaty  of  Greenville  to  the  North 
Bend,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,''  was  read  the  seoond 
time,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  CAttPBfiLL, 
of  Ohio,  Grboo,  and  Pope,  were  appointed  the 
committee* 


FridaTi  December  I^ 

The  Sa&aiie  reaoaaed,  aa  in  Odaiaikiee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  fer^Jie  relief  of  Bobert  FaltoB, 
and  his  aeaeektea ;  mmi,  ea  oNiioo^'by  Mr.  Bir- 
ASP.  to  poMpone  the  «oo8id0Mtiea  tlMicof  to  Moi- 
day  fdrtaigbt,  it  was  determiMd  in  tlM  oegatin* 
Ami  cm  motioo,  by  Mr.  Oiaaa,  it  waa  raeommii- 
led  te  aaekct  qaQiaiiiee,itO'60Q^t  of  £ae  aaem- 
Imts,  witb  inatrmitiDiMi  to  reriee  ibe.  ^eat  iaaa, 
with  libecty  to  i^epoM  theeeoD  by  bill,  bills,  o^ 
otherwise ;  and  Messrs.  Gibaa,  mTaao,  Ckaw-i 
FOBO,  Cambbblii  of  Tennessee,  and  AMDsaeo!i,i 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Seaate  reanmed,  as  in  Oonuiaitiee  of  tbt 
Whole^the  bill  [iff  Oompletidg  tbBaxisliag  Mil- 
itary Establishment;  and,  after  progieas,  ai* 
rjosirned.  ^ 

fiATufiiiAr,  Decemlmr  14. 

The  Senate  resamedi  aa  in  Comnaittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bin  for  completing  the  existing  Mill* 
tary  establishment;  and  the  bill  hairing  been 
attiended,  the  President  reported  it  to  the  Hous^ 
accordingfy;  and  the  bill  was  farther  amended,  i 

On  tfae  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engros.<ei| 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended?  it  was  deter- 
mined itt  tfaeaffirmatire. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  bill  to  raise,  for  a  limited  time  an  ad- 
ditional mililar^  foroej'aadf  after  progress,  ad- 
journed*. 

MonnAv,  Dcoettber  16. 

Mr.  Wo^TfftttOTON,  from  tbe  comeifttee  ap^ 
poimed  oa  theeabjecr  reported  a  bf  It  authoririn^ 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  raiee  certain 
companies  of  spies  or  rangers  fox  the  protection 
of  the  frontier  of  the  United  States ;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading.       > 

Mr.  GiLMAK,  from  the  committee,  reported  tb^ 
bill  for  completing  the  existing  Military  Estab^ 
lishment  correctly  engrossed,  and  the  bill  wa^ 
read  the  third  time;  and  the  blanks  filled. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Andeb80ii,  to  recommit 
tbe  bill  to  a  select  committee,  furtner  to  eonsidet 
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nd  report  (hereon,  it  was  determiDed  in  the  ne- 1  enta  grtnted  to  Robert  Polioo  ;  which  was  read 


[afire. 

Oathe  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass?  it  was 
etermioed  anaatmoosly  in  the  affirmative,  yeas 
S,  as  follows : 

Menn.  Andonon,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell  of  Ohio, 
)aaipbelJ  of  TMmessee,  Condit,  Orawford,  Cutts,  Dsna, 
'•ranUin,  GalUaid,  German,  Giles,  Gilman,  Goodrich, 
?Rgg,  Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Reed,  Robinson, 
iaith  of  Msrylaod,  8inith  of  New  york,  Tail,  Taylor, 
rorner,  and  Varnttm* 

Mr.  Franklin  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Jordon,  of  Pasquotank  eonqtv,  in  the  State  of 
iortb  Carolina,  in  behalf  of  hinMelf  a^d  John 
Ihaw,  praying  a  remission  of  the  penalties  inr 
urred  by  them  as  securities  in  an  embargo  bond, 
or  leasoDs stated  therein  at  large;  and  t|ie  peti- 
ion  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  oommittee, 
o  roosider  and  report  thereon,  by  bill  or  other- 
rise;  and  Messrs.  Fbanklin,  Taylor,  and  Craw- 
9BD,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Od  motion  of  Mr.  Dana, 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Isaac  Trron,  pre- 
ented  the  12th  instant,  be  referred  to  the  com- 
iictee  to  whom  was  referred,  the  26th  Novem- 
er,  ibe  memorial  of  Robert  R.  Liviogaioa,  and 
lobert  Pttlton,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by 
ill  or  otherwise. 


Monday,  December  17. 

Tbe  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  Uni* 
cd  Sutes  to  raise  certain  companies  of  spies  or 
;aogers,  for  the  protection  of  the  frontier  of  the 
ilnited  States,  was  read  the  second  time. 

[This  bill  provides,  "that  the  President  of  the 
Unued  Slates,  whenever  his  shall  have  satisfac- 
tory evidence  of  the  actual  or  threatened  invasion 
Dfaoy  State  or  Territory  of  the  United  States,  by 
uy  lodiao  tribe,  or  tribes,  be  and  he  is  hereby 
luthorized  to  raise,  either  by  the  acceptance  of 
roluQieers,  or  enlistment  for  one  year,  unless 
)0ODer discharged,  as  manv  companies  as  he  m^y 
leem  necessary,  who  shall  serve  on  foot,  or  be 
uoQnted,  ^s  tbe  service  in  his  opinion  may  re- 
pire-«hali  act  on  the  frontier  as  sipies  or  rang? rs, 
iearioed,  equipped,  and  organized  in  sach  man- 
1^!  asd  be  under  such  regulations  and  restrio- 
lioosas  the  amare  of  the  service  in  his  opinion 
»y  make  necessary."  *^  Bach  of  the  said  com- 
mies oi  spies  or  rangers  to  consist  of  one  eap^ 
|iio,  oae  first,  one  second  lietitenant,  one  ensign. 
BQrsergeants,foarcorpora4s,  and  sixty  privates.''] 

Mr.  Pope  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
^iideration : 

^aohedy  That  a  oommittee  be  appointad  to  inquire 
^  Uw  expediency  of  making  provision  fbr  the  widows 
ju  rapreseotativea  of  the  militia  volunteers  who  fell  in 
aebte  engagement  with  the  Indians  on  the  Wabash, 
w  the  command  of  Governor  Harrison ;  and,  also, 
>iiadiag  compensation  lor  the  horses  and  other  prop- 
yl lost  or  destroyed ;  and  that  the  committee  have 
«▼«  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  committee  to  whom  tbe 
«bj«ctwa8  recommitted  the  13th  inst.,  reported, 
^m^  a  bill  extending  the  time  of  qertam  pat- 
I2ih  Con.  1st  Sess.— 2 


and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

ADDITIONAL  MIUTARY  FORCE. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  raise^  for  a  limited  time,  an  ad- 
ditional military  force. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Reed,  to  strike  out,  from 
section  1,  line  3.  the  word  **ien,"  for  the  purpose 
of  inserting  In  lieu  thereof,  the  word  "twenty,"  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative— yeas  2,  nays  31, 
as  follows : 

YiAS— Messni.  Lambert  and  Reed. 

Nats— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bayard,  Bibb,  Bradley, 
Campbell  of  Ohio,  Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Condit, 
Crawford,  Cutts,  Dana,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  German, 
Giles,  GUmao,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hun^ 
ter,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varmint 
and  Werthingtoa.. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bibb,  to  expunge  the  last 
section  of  the  bill,  as  f61lows: 

'^  That  every  commissioned  and  staff  officer,  to  be 
appomted  in  virtae  of  this  act,  shall  be  a  citizen  of  the 
United  Sutes,  or  some  one  of  the  Territories  thereof;'* 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmatire — yeas  19, 
nays  14,  as  follows : 

YsAs^MesRs.  Bayard,  Bibb,  Bradley,  Campbell  of 
Ohio,  Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Crawford,  Cutu,  Ger- 
man, Giles,  Howell,  Hunter,  Leib,  Pope,  Robinson, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Taylor,  Turner,  Vamum,  and 
Worthington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Condit,  Dana,  Franklin, 
Gaillard,  Oilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Lambert, 
Lloyd,  Reed,  Smith,  of  Maryland,  and  Tait. 

And  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House  as  amended. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  to 
strike  out  from  section  twelve,  line  sii^  to  the  end 
of  the  section,  as  amended,  the  following  words: 

"And  whenever  any  noncommissioned  officer  or 
soldier  shall  be  discharged  from  the  service,  who  ^all 
have  obtained  from  the  commanding  officer  of  his  com« 
pany,  battalion,  or  regiment,  a  certificate  that  he  had 
faithfully  performed  his  duty  while  in  service,  he  shall, 
moreover,  be  allowed  and  paid,  in  addition  to  the  said 

bounty,  three  months'  pay,  and  acres  of  land. 

And  the  heirs  and  representatives  of  those  non-com- 
missioned officers,  or  soldiers,  who  may  be  killed  in  ac- 
tion or  die  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  shall 
likewise  be  paid  and  allowed  the  said  additional  bounty 
of  three  montiis'  pay  and acres  of  land,  to  be  de- 
signated, surveyed,  and  laid  off,  at  the  public  expense, 
ui  sock  manner,  and  upon  such  terms  and  conditions, 
as  may  be  ptovided  by  law :" 

For  the  purpose  of  inserting,  in  lieu  thereof,  the 
following  Words: 

*'And  every  non-commissioned  officer  and  soldier 
who  shall  have  faithfully  performed  his  duty,  served 
out  his  term  of  five  years,  and  obtained  his  discharge 
from  tho  proper  officer,  shall  be  enttllcd  to,  and  receive, 
in  addition  to  the  said  bounty,  three  months'  pay  and 
a  land  warrant  for  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  And  in 
case  such  non-commissioned  ofliker  or  soldier  shall  have 
been  discharged  previous  to  the  expiration  of  the  term 
of  &^e  years  for  which  he  was  eittisted,  having  Iaith* 
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liilly  performed  bis  duty  while  in  aenrice,  be  eball  be 
entitled  to,  and  receive  a  land  warrant  for,  a  number  of 
acres  proportioned  to  the  time  he  shall  have  actually 
aerred,  allowing  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  for  the  full  time  of  five  yeazs.  And  the  legal  rep- 
resentatives of  every  non-commissioned  officer  or  soldier 
who  shall  be  killed  while  in  the  line  of  kis  duty,  or  who 
shall,  during  the  time  for  which  he  may  have  been  en- 
listed, die  in  actual  service,  or  of  wounds  received  in 
battle,  or  while  in  the  line  of  his  duty,  shall  be  entitled 
Co,  and  receive  a  land  warrant  for,  the  full  quantity  of 
acres  to  which  the  said  deceased  would  have  been  en- 
titled had  he  lived  and  served  out  his  fiiU  term  of  five 
years ;  which  said  land  warrants  ^all  be  issued  by  the 
Becretary  of  War,  in  the  names  and  for  the  use  only  of 
the  persons  who  performed  the  services,  or  their  legal 
representatives,  and  shall  not  be  transferable  to  any 
other  person  or  persons ;  and  may,  at  their  option,  be 
located  with  the  register  of  either  of  the  land  offices  of 
the  United  States,  subsequent  to  the  public  sales  in 
such  office,  on  any  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United 
States  then  and  there  offered  for  sale ;  or  may  be  re- 
ceived at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  per  acre  in  payment 
of  any  such  public  lands :" 

And  it  was  determioed  in  (he  oegfttive— yeas 
10,  nays  23,  as  follows : 

.  YsAs — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Campbell  of  Ohio^  Camp- 
bell of  Tennessee,  Franklin,  Gregg,  Hunter,  Lambert, 
Leib,  Lloyd,  and  Worthington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bayard,  Bibb,  Bradley,  Brent,  Craw- 
ford, Cutts,  Dana,  Gaillard,  German,  Giles,  Gilman, 
€k>odrich.  Horsey,  Howell,  Pope,  Reed,  Robinson, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor, 
Turner,  and  Vamum. 

And  the  bill  was  further  amended. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Anderson,  to  strike  out  the 
word  "ten,^  section  one,  line  three — 

Mr.  Giles  rose,  and  submitted,  in  substance^ 
the  following  observations : 

Mr.  GiLESLsaid,  he  found  himself  in  a  very  un- 
prepared state,  called  upon  to  oppose  a  very  un- 
expected motion.  The  object  or  the  mover  bad 
been  very  precisely  expressed ;  bat  he  had  men- 
tioned the  naraber  of  twelve  thousand  infantry 
as  preferable  to  twenty  thousand,  about  the  num- 
ber provided  for  by  the  bill.  Mr.  G.  said  it  was 
also  understood,  that  a  force  often  thousand  men 
of  every  description  would  more  correspond  with 
the  Executive  views,  and  fully  answer  the  Ex- 
ecutive requisition.  This,  he  believed,  was  the 
fact,  and  should  so  consider  it  in  the  course  ol  the 
observations  be  proposed  to  make.  Plot  withstand- 
ing this  circumstance,  however,  considering  the 
late  occurrences  on  our  Western  frontiers,  and  the 
feelings  of  the  Western  people  so  justly  excited 
thereby,  ^c,  he  acknowledged  that  the  motion 
had  come  from  the  most  unexpected  quarter  of 
the  Union,  and  from  a  gentleman  the  most  unex- 
pected to  him  of  all  those  who  represent  the  west- 
ern portion  of  the  United  States ;  because^  from  the 
long  course  of  military  services  honorably  render- 
ed by  that  gentleman  during  the  Revolutionary 
war,  he  must  have  become  well  acquainted  witn 
the  absolute  necessity  of  a  due  degree  of  momen- 
tum in  military  affairs. 

Mr.  G.  said  he  did  not  propose  to  go  into  a  full 
^petition  of  our  foreign  relations  at  this  timt ; 


yei  the  motion  furnished  a  most  extensive  scope 
for  observation,  because,  if  it  should  unfortunateiji 
succeed,  it  would  essentially  derange,  as  he  coa- 
ceived,  the  whole  views  ot  the  committee  whti 
had  reported  the  bill.  He  would,  therefore,  pre- 
sent to  the  Senate  the  most  prominent  and  im- 
portant considerations,  which  he  presumed  hu 
operated  on  (he  committee,  and  had  certainlf  oa 
himself,  to  induce  the  recommendation  of  tweatjr- 
five  thousand  men,  as  the  smalietFt  possible  quan- 
tum of  force  demanded  by  the  crisis ;  and  to  de- 
monstrate the  advantages  of  a  force  at  least  ta 
that  extent,  over  that  which  seemed  to  be  contem- 
plated by  the  honorable  mover,  and  still  more 
over  that  which  is  said  to  consist  with  the  Execu- 
tive project. 

In  the  consideration  of  this  subject  it  is  impor- 
tant to  turn  oar  attention  to  the  objects  for  which 
a  military  force  is  demanded,  to  eitable  us  the 
better  to  apportion  the  means  to  the  objects  in- 
tended to  be  effected.  For  this  purpose  lie  begged 
the  most  serious  attention  of  ihe  Senate  to  the 
President's  Message  at  the  commencement  of  the 
session. 

<'  I  must  now  add,"  observes  the  President "  that  Uu 
period  is  arrived  which -claims  from  the  legislatiTe  guar- 
dians of  the  national  rights  a  system  of  more  ampk 
provision  for  maintaining  them.  Notwithstanding  the 
scrupaloHs  justice,  the  protracted  moderation,  and  tb( 
multiplied  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  United  Statei,  ta 
substitute  for  the  accumulating  dangers  to  the  peac^ 
of  the  two  countries,  all  the  mutual  advantages  of  re- 
established friendship  and  confidenee^,  we  have  seei^ 
that  the  British  Cabinet  perseveres,  not  only  in  with* 
holding  a  remedy  for  other  wrongs  so  long  and  m 
loudly  calling  for  it,  but  in  the  execution,  brou^hf 
home  to  the  threshold  of  our  territory,  of  measurK 
which,  under  existing  circumstances,  have  the  chir- 
acter,  as  well  as  the  eflfeci,  of  war  on  our  lawful  com< 
merce. 

"  With  this  evidence  of  hostile  inflexibility,  in  trsmp 
ling  on  rights  which  no  independent  nation  can  reiim 
quish,  Congress  will  feel  the  duty  of  putting  the  Urn 
ted  States  into  an  armor  and  an  attitude  demanded  bj 
the  crisis,  and  corresponding  with  the  national  5piril 
and  expectations. 

**  I  recommend,  accordingly,  that  adequate  proviiioi 
be  made  lor  ftUing  the  ranks  and  pvotongiag  the  eolis^ 
ments  of  the  regular  troops ;  lor  an  auxiliary  force,  ti 
be  engaged  for  a  more  limited  term ;  for  the  aoceptsael 
of  volunteer  corps,  whose  patriotic  ardor  may  court  1 
participation  in  urgent  services;  for  detachmenti,  i| 
they  msy  be  wanted,  of  other  poitions  of  the  militif 
and  for  suoh  a  preparation  of  the  great  body  as  nl 
proportion  its  usefulness  to  its  intrinsic  capacity."     ^ 

Here  we  find,  in  the  first  place,  the  most 
emn  and  imperious  call  upon  Congress,  in 
character  of  ^the  legislative  guardians  of  the  . 
tionai  rights,  for  a  system  of  more  ample  prot 
sions  for  maintaining  them."    The  President  tl 
very  properly  and  emphatically  proceeds  to 
us  why  he  makes  this  solemn  call  upon  the  leu 
lative  guardians  of  the  nation  at  this  time, 
tells  us  in  substance,  that  notwithstanding 
scrupulous  justice,  the  protracted  moderation,  ai 
multiplied  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  United  Statei 
to  induce  Great  Britain  to  recede  from  her  host! 
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iggressions  npon  their  essential  sorereiffn  rights, 
0  far  from  yielding  to  these  polite  and  pathetic 
nvitattoD?,  she  bad  increased  her  aggressions,  and 
isd  adopted  ^measures,  which,  under  existing 
ircamstancesy  have  the  character,  as  well  as 
be  effect,  of  war  upon  our  lawful  commerce ;" 
ind  that  these  measures  are,  in  their  execution 
broogbt  home  to  the  threshold  of  our  territory." 
!?ould  the  President  hare  chosen  language  m6re 
-mpbatie  to  show  the  imperious  character  of  the 
all  made  upon  Congress  to  furnish  him  with  the 
dequate  physical  means  to  retrieve  the  honor  and 
edress  the  wrongs  of  the  nation?  Lest  there 
night  be  some  possible  mistake'  on  the  part  of 
^oDgress,  he  tells  us  explicitly,  that  the  aggres' 
ioDs  of  Great  Britain  hare  the  character  as  well 
IS  the  fifeet  of  war  upon  our  lawful  commerce, 
md  that  this  war  is  brought  home  to  the  threshold 
)t'  oar  territory, 
fiac,  sir,  the  President  does  not  stop  here.  He 
ells  as  that  notwithstanding  our  protraoied  mod- 
'ration,  dbc.,  dbc.,  Great  Britain,  with  hostile  in- 
texibility,  perseveres  in  trampling  on  essential 
orereign  n^hts;  rights  at  least,  "which  no  inde- 
leodent  nation  can  relinquish.^  Here  then,  it  is 
Tidenl,  the  President  conceives,  that  our  inde- 
leDdeoce  as  a  nation  is  brought  into  question, 
tad  put  at  hazard.  Can  anv  subject  present  a 
Dore  awful  and  imperious  call  upon  Congress  to 
!xert  and  apply  the  whole  energies  of  the  nation, 
ban  a  question  of  independence  ?  The  plain  En- 
[lish  of  all  this  communication,  he  understood 
0  be,  that  all  the  inefficient  measures,  which  have 
ieen  adopted  in  relation  to  the  bellifi^erents  for 
hree  years  past,  had  not  answered  the  expecta- 
ioDs  of  their  projectors ;  but,  instead  of  the  ex- 
;>ected  recession,  had  produced,  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain  at  least,  inflexible  hostilitv.  This 
was  a  very  natural  result,  and  one  which  he  had 
tiways  anticipated,  as  was  well  known  to  this 
lonorable  body.  But  the  Administration,  having 
^rot  wisdom  by  these  feeble  experiments,  haa 
)ow  determined  to  change  its  course,  and  for  the 
rarpose  of  rendering  this  hostility  more  flexible, 
udat  length  resolved,  instead  of  commercial  re- 
trictioQs,  to  try  the  efi^t  of  physical  force.  An 
tiiequate  force  is  therefore  demanded  by  the  Ex- 
tQiive,  and  the  adequacy  of  the  force  is  very  pro- 
^rly  referred  to  Congress,  where  the  responsi- 
bility is  placed  by  the  Constitution,  where  it  ought 
orest;  and,  for  one,  he  was  willing  to  take  bis 
oil  share  of  it.  But.  sir,  the  President  goes  on 
orther.  After  designating  the  objects,  he  points 
)atthe  standard  for  ascertaining  the  adequacy  of 
!)e  force  demanded  for  their  effectuation.  In  his 
Acial  responsible  Message,  he  tells  us  that  *^  Con- 
gress will  feel  the  duty  of  putting  the  United 
states  into  an  armor  and  an  attitude  demanded 
^T  the  crisis,  and  corresponding  with  the  national 
ipirit  and  expectations."  The  standard  here  point- 
^  oat  for  calculating  the  quantum  of  force  to  be 
applied  is  ^  the  crisis."  which  had  been  previously 
^^ribed  in  the  most' solemn  and  imposing  terms, 
U)d  "the  national  spirit  and  expectations."  Whe- 
^  the  committee  had  reported  too  great  a  force 
lorsobdui'))^  the  crisis,  be  was  willing  to  submit 


to  the  verdict  of  the  na^tional  spirit  and  expecta- 
tions. 

But  it  is  now  said,  or  intimated  in  substance, 
that  this  official  responsible  ftandard  is  only  os* 
tensible,  and  that  the  true  standard  for  estimating 
the  quantum  of  force  demanded,  must  be  derived 
from  the  decrepit  state  of  the  Treasury  and  the 
financial  fame  of  the  gentleman  at  the  head  of 
that  department.  This  subject  will  require  a  dis- 
tinct consideration ;  but,  in  the  meantime,  it  is 
sufficient  to  say,  that  the  committee  unanimously 
refused  to  be  influenced  by  any  considerations, 
but  those  resulting  from  the  official  responsible 
commnnication,  and  their  own  reflections  upon 
the  atate  of  the  nation  as  disclosed  thereby.  Tney 
unanimously  rejected  informal,  inofficial  commu- 
nications. 

It  will  be  observed,  too,  in  the  Message,  the 
President,  in  his  more  specific  recommendations, 
aAer  desio^nating  the  kinds  of  force  suited  to  the 
occasion,  leaves  the  quantum  of  each  to  be  judged 
of  and  decided  by  Congress,  where  the  responsi- 
bility did  and  ou^ht  to  rest;  and  he  was  unwill- 
ing, by  receding  from  his  Constitutional  duty,  to 
revert  this  responsibility  upon  the  Executive. 

It  thus  appearing,  said  Mr.  G.,  that  the  force 
demanded  was  for  the  purposes  of  war,  if  unfor- 
tunately we  should  be  ariven  by  Qreat  Britain  to 
that  last  resort;  and  that  although  the  war  would 
be  undertaken  upon  principles  strictly  defensive, 
yet,  in  its  operation,  it  must  necessarily  become 
offensive  on  our  part;  and  that  Congress  was  to 
determine  exclusively  upon  the  adequacy  of  the 
means  for  conducting  it ;  he  would  now  proceed 
to  inquire  more  particularly,  first,  whether  the 
committee  had  recommended  a  force  more  than 
adequate  to  the  purposes  of  the  war;  and  second, 
whether  it  was  within  the  capacity  of  the  United 
States  to  supply  the  force  thus  recommended. 

Mr.  G.  saiQ,  that  in  estimating  the  (quantum  of 
force  demanded  by  the  existing  crisis,  it  appeared 
to  him,  gentlemen  had  not  given  sufficient  con- 
sideration to  the  attitude  asbumed  by  the  United 
States  in  relation  to  the  Floridas — to  the  exten- 
sion of  our  Southern  and  Western  frontiers — to  the 
late  hostile  acts  and  threaten ings  in  that  quarter — 
nor  to  the  importance  of  Orleans,  its  exposed  po- 
sition and  defenceless  situation.  These  circum- 
stances, however,  entered  deeply  into  the  consid- 
eration of  the  committee,  had  induced  it  to  con- 
clude that  the  whole  Military  Establishment  now 
authorized  by  law,  if  completed,  would  not  be 
more  than  sufficient,  perhaps  insufficient,  to  an- 
swer the  necessary  objects  of  the  Gkivernment  in 
the  scenes  just  described.  It  was,  therefore,  in- 
tended that  the  whole  of  that  force  should  be  left 
free  to  act  therein,  according  to  circumstances, 
and  that  the  additional  force  now  recommendea 
should  act  exclusively  in  the  northern  andeastern 
portion  of  the  Union.  This  force  no  gentleman 
will  pretend  can  be  too  great  for  our  objects  ia 
that  quarter,  in  the  event  of  war  unaided  by  the 
existing  establishment.  Hence  it  was  a  matter 
of  great  surprise  to  him  that  the  Western  gentle* 
men  should  wish  to  dininish  the  number  of  mea 
now  proposed  to  be  raised ;  because  he  believed 
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that  every  man  deducted  from  the  proposed  force, 
would  take  one  from  tlie  force  intended  by  the 
committee  to  protect  our  Southern  and  Western 
frontiers.  These  ggntlemen,  he  presumed,  must 
be  better  judges  than  himself,  how  many  of  these 
men  they  can  generously  spare  from  (heir  own 
protection;  but,  for  his  part,  he  thought  there 
was  not  one  to  spare  from  these  objects,  and  the 
committee  were  willing  to  give  the  whole  of 
them  that  destination. 

With  respect  to  the  protectipn  of  New  Orleans, 
he  knew  it  was  the  expectation  of  the  late  Ad- 
ministration, that  in  the  event  of  war,  Great  Brit- 
ain would  possess  herself  of  that  city;  and  it 
was  not  their  intention  to  inciir  the  expense  of 
being  constantly  prepared  to  repel  the  first  incur- 
sions of  the  enemy — he  did  not  know  the  inten- 
tion of  the  present  Administration  in  that  respect, 
but  presumed  it  was  acting  on  the  same,  poljcy. 
In  case  the  British  should  lake  possession  of  Or- 
leans, the  Western  people  must  necessarily  be 
calleu  upon  to  drive  them  out,  and  he  doubted 
Tery  much  whether  it  would  be  either  a  very  ac- 
ceptable occupation  or  a  very  easy  task.  He  had 
always  disapproved  of  this  policy,  and  in  the 
event  of  war,  ne  thought  it  wise,  not  only  to  be 
prepared  for  defence  at  all  points,  but  to  give 
the  first  blow.  He  believed,  in  the  end,  it  would 
be  found  not  only  the  wisest,  but  the  most  eco* 
Domical  policy,  both  in  blood  and  treasure. 

Ilaving  presented  to  the  Senate  the  objects  to 
which  the  existing  Military  Establishment  ought 
to  be  assigned,  according  to  (he  views  of  the  com- 
mittee, he  would  proceed  tq  inquire,  whether  the 
additional  force  recommended  would  be  more  than 
competent  to  the  objects  to  which  it  must  neces- 
sarily be  assigned,  and  which  ought  unquestion- 
ably to  be  effected  by  it.  In  case  of  war,  an  event 
he  deprecated  as  much  as  any  gentleman  present, 
the  new  army  would  have  to  man  your  fortifica- 
tions on  the  seaboard,  from  Norfolk  to  the  extrem- 
ities of  our  territory,  North  and  East,  and  to  oc- 
cupy Canada.  These  are  the  contemplated  and 
inoispensable  objects  of  this  army,  in  the  estima- 
tion of  the  Executive  and  the  honorable  mover, 
as  well  as  of  the  committee.  The  question  will, 
therefore,  turn  upon  the  accuracy  and  correctness 
of  their  respective  calculations  as  to  the  quantum 
of  force  necessAry  to  efiect  these  objects. 

Mr.  Q.  said  he  had  a  conversation  with  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  in  his  char- 
acter of  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Relations,  in  which  the  Secretary  did  endeavor 
to  demonstrate  to  him,  that  a  smaller  number  of 
men  than  25,000  would  answer  these  objects ;  but 
ao  far  from  producing  this  conviction,  it  satisfied 
him  that  the  number  was  too  small.  He  thought 
that  every  inference  drawn  by  the  honorable  Sec- 
retary ought  to  have  been  inverted.  For  in- 
stance, he  was  asked,  how  many  men  were  indis- 
pensably necessary  to  man  the  fortifications  at 
New  York?  The  honorable  Secretary  replied 
2,000;  but  he  intended  to  make  1,000  answer,  and 
would  rely  for  the  rest  ot  the  complement  on  the 
local  militia.  Now,  Mr.  6.  Faid,  he  inferred,  if 
2|000  men  were  necessary  for  that  most  exposed 


and  important. position,  that  1,000  would  not  an- 
swer, with  the  precarious  and  accidental  aid  of 
the  local  ipilitia ;  that  2.000  ought  to  be  calcoU- 
ted  on  for  thatservice;  and  if,  with  the  aid  of  the 
local  militia,  they  could  protect  New  York  agaiDsi 
the  force  Great  Britain  might  detach  against  that 
city,  they  would  perform  their  full  share  of  the 
toils  and  perils  of  the  war.    Two  thousand  men, 
completely  furnished  with  all  the  means  of  aa- 
noyance,  possessed  of  all  the  skill  that  military 
science  could  afford,  and  impelled  by  all  the  so^ 
ordination  and  manaj^ement  that  military  disci- 
pline could  impose,  with  the  aid  of  the  local  mili- 
tia also,  would  deserve  well  of  their  country  if 
they  should  premier ve  New  York  from  the  grasp  of 
Great  Britain,  in  case  she  should  think  proper  to 
direct  the  force  she  might  have  at  commaod 
against  that  city.    Then  why  send  one  thousaod 
on  a  service,  when  we  know  that  two  thoasaod 
are  necessary,  and  perhaps  incompetent  ?    Is  it 
because  the  United  States  have  not  the  ctpiciiy 
to  send  2,000 1    That  question  shall  he  examined 
presently.    The  same  observations  will  apply  to 
the  protection  of  Rhode  Island,  where  2,000  more 
will  be  necessary ;  and  1,000  will  be  as  few  as 
can  possibly  be  detached  for  the  other  fortifica- 
tions.   Admitting  then  5,000  men  to  be  necessary 
to  man  the  various  fortifications  on  the  seaboard, 
and  supposipg  every  man  to  be  raised,  as  propose 
in  the  bill,  there  wilt  be  a  disposable  force  oionly 
20,000  men  for  th^  occupation  of  Canada.    But 
upon  the  Executive  project  there  would  be  left 
for  that  service  only  5,000  men ;  unless  indeed  the 
Western  and  Southern  frontiers  should  be  left  qq- 
protected,  or  the  fortifications  on  the  seaboard 
should  be  only  half  manned,  and  of  course  left  to 
the  sport  of  the  enemy.    Mr.  G.  said  he  appf^'i 
bended  that,  in  the  first  onset  of  the  war,  Great 
Britain  would  direct  her  force  to  the  occupatioaj 
of  New  York  and  New  Orleans ;  and  if  she  shoaldj 
possess  herself  of  those  two  points,  he  would  TeQ-| 
tore  to  predict  that  the  Administration  whick 
commenced  the  war  would  not  finish  it;  e$pe< 
ciallv  under  a  system  of  policy,  which  would  ooly 
furnish  one  half  of  the  means  deemed  necessary 
ft)r  their  protection — yes,  sir,  known  to  be  ioade* 
quate  at  the  time  of  applying  it.  ^  What  apologf 
could  be  made  to  an  injured  nation  under  suclj 
circumstances  ?    We  knew  2,000  men  to  be  necesj 
sary  for  the  defence  of  New  York;  but  we  s«gei| 
determined  to  apply  1,000  only  to  that  object,  fo^ 
fear  of  incurring  the  expense  of  the  requisite  numj 
ber.    This   would   be   self-condemnation.    Tb^ 
people  would  lose  alt  confidence  in  such  calculai 
tors,  and  would  certainly  make  the  experiraeaj 
of  a  chiiE^e.    Under  such  circumstances,  Mr.  C^ 
said  he  would  be  the  first  to  cry  out  for  achaog^ 
of  Adchinistrafion,  for  it  would  not  be  possible  t^ 
lose  by  it.    Defend  New  York  with  all  the  judf 
ment  and  skill  you  can  command ;  fill  the  forti&j 
cations  with  the  full  complement  of  troops  ainpl^ 
provided,  call  in  the  local  militia,  &c.,  and  bl 
should  not  be  surprised  if  the  British  should  ge| 
possession  of  that  citv.    But  then  there  would  b^ 
no  blame  on  the  Administration;  all  its  dutiej 
will  have  been  performed ;  and  the  r^ult  woul^ 


41 


mSTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


42 


Decembib,  1^11. 


Addiiianal  MiHtary  FhrcB. 


Bbnati. 


rest  upon  the  fortune  of  wAr ; .  bat  a  single  act  of 
neglect  or  miscoDduet  would  certainly  deprrre 
the  Adminismcion  of  the  poblie  confideiice. 

If^  «r,  Grreat  Britain  should  get  possession  of 
New  York  and  New  Orleans,  and  yon  should  get 
possession  of  Canada,  yon  woulJ  he  very  glad  to 
make  the  exchange  upon  the  termination  of  the 
war.   Therefore,  take  care  of  these  two  points. 

Mr.  6.  said,  he  also  requested  the  honorable 
Secreury  to  consult  with  the  President,  and  in- 
form him^as  the  President's  Seereiarr,  whether 
the  President  wished  to  have  the  nom^ier  of  men 
ledueed  ?  or  whether  he  had  a  preference  for  any 
other  number  1  The  reply,  after  the  consultation, 
Tery  properly,  was,  that  the  President  had  no 
optaioft  to  o^r  on  that  point.  He  considered  it 
a  aa^t  of  legislative  discretion,  dbc.  Of  coarse 
any  iafonnal  ExecutiTe  views  ought  not  to  be 
sQbstuated  for  our  own  discretion  and  responsi- 
bility. Mr.  G.  said,  he  knew  it  had  been  suggest- 
ed, aod  perhaps  from  very  high  authority,  that  no- 
tb log  was  necessary  to  induce  Great  Britain  to  re- 
cede from  her  aggresstoas,  but  to  convince  her, 
that,  instead  of  opposing  to  them  inefficient  ebm- 
mereial  resrietioas,  they  would  be  resisted  vrith 
physical  force;  and  that  raisingten  thousand  men 
would  produce  this  conviction,  without  incurring 
further  expense.  This  suggestion  furnished  some 
of  bis  strongest  objections  to  limiting  the  force  to 
be  raised  to  ten  thousand  men.  So  far  from  pro- 
ducing that  conviction  on  the  British  Cabtnet,  he 
was  convinced  it  would  produce  precisely  the 
opposite  effect.  The  British  Cabinet  would  look 
at  the  means  provided  for  effecting  the  object,  as 
the  best  evidence  of  the  object  ttself.  And  ae 
these  means  would  be  viewed  so  utlerly  inade- 
quate to  the  purposes  of  war,  the  Cabinet  would 
necesurity  conciade  that  we  wrere  not  in  earnest, 
that  we  were  joking,  even  upon  the  mo^t  serious 
subject;  that  war  was  not  intended,  and  would 
001  be  resorted  to  under  any  circomsmnees.  Tliia 
ifflprennoo,  the  necessary  result  of  our  former 
measures,  hatt become  so  general,  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  that  we  have  mdch  to  do  to  retrieve  our 
lost  reputation ;  we  do  not  stand  Upon  ort^inal 
^roQDd.  Our  measures  must  be  of  a  very  differ- 
ent character  from  what  they  have  been  to  pro- 
duce tbe  desired  conviction,  either  at  home  or 
abroad.  Having  cbangfed  our  prifici|de  of  action, 
from  commercial  restrictions  to  physical  force, 
liDitioff  that  force  to  ten  thousand  men  wodld 
be,  io  his  judgment,  as  much  trifling  with  the 
eoergies  of  the  nation,  as  inefficient  commercial 
Yntrictions  bad  iieretotbre  been  trifting  with  the 
tbaracter  and  Interests  of  the  nation,  and  he  feared 
*^  dictated  by  tbe  same  unfortunate  imbecile 
>fnrit  and  policy.  Mr.  G.  said,  that  whilst  upon 
this  part  of  tbe  subject,  he  begged  to  be  excused 
for  reading  a  few  paragraphs  from  a  newspap^r^ 
which  he  accidentally  picked  up  last  evening, 
CQDtaioing  the  annunciation  of  the  President's 
Message  at  Ctoebec,  the  very  point  to  which  the 
propoMd  force  might  probably  be  directed.  It 
inliy  demonstrates  the  impressions  existing  therej 
vtd  which  have  been  produced  by  our  former 
raeasares. 


<*Qoiamc,  November  18. 
<*  Prendm^a  JUesso^.— Happily  the  expectation  of 
Mr.  Madison's  speech  steps  in  opportunely,  as  some- 
thing of  an  antidote  to  the  efifoct  of  the  European 
dearth.  From  that  speech  shall  we  learn  that  the 
terrible  being,  John  Bull,  does  not  suffer  his  thousand 
armed  vessels,  manned  and  equipped  at  an  enormous 
expense,  to  He  wholly  idle ;  but  that  they  are  gailtj  of 
the  audacious  tyranny  of  being,  in  tovofi  degree,  a 
check  on  the  violent  inclinations  of  Bame  Columbia  io 
extend  her  arms  to  cherish,  aid,  and  assist  her  admired 
hero,  Napoleon,  in  effecting  John's  annihilation.  Much 
will  the  speech  complain  that  the  Sovereign  of  the 
Ocean  is  not  powerful  to  no  purp6se,  and  does  not  de- 
scend to,  and  pot  himself  on  a  level  with  the  imbeciUty 
of  the  United  States,  with  their  doien  ships.  Unpaid 
donable  is  the  grievance  that  the  Leviathan  ii  not  ae 
powerless  as  the  Cod:  that  the  Jackal!,  whom  nature 
meant  for  the  Lion's  provider,  is  not  permitted  to 
divert  its  provender  to  the  support  of  the  Tiger,  with 
a  view  to  the  destruction  of  the  Lion. 

<*  The  speech  may  not  say  theae  things  in  direct 
terms;  but  such  will,  nnqnestioiiably,  lie  its  meaning: 
<<  With  syllogisms  'twill  make  a  clatter. 
With  abstract  righu  three-deckexs  batter; 
An  empty  purse  at  millions  shake, 
And  no  trade  'gainst  a  free  trade  stake: 
.Of  rotting  prodnee  count  ths  gain, 
A  seaboard  boast  shut  from  the  main ; 
To  seamen,  recommend  the  loom. 
And  on  each  mast  to  fix  the  broom ; 
Merchants,  for  lock  of  foreign  wares, 
To  retail  epptes^  plnms,  and  pears." 

Limit  hll  your  mighty  efforts  to  ten  thousand 
men,  and  it  will  afford  a  better  subject  for  another 
nasquinade,  than  the  President's  Message  had 
done  for  the  one  just  read.  He  should  not  have 
ventured  to  read  these  paragraphs  to  the  Senate, 
however,  if  these  impressions  were  merely  locaL 
But  he  believed  similar  impressious  pervaded 
Europe  and  America,  and  had  unfortuna~telr 
found  tbeir  way  into  the  French  and  British 
Cabinets.  Nor  should  he  have  thought  these 
sarcasms  worth  regard,  were  it  not  for  the  cruisma 
with  which  they  were  pointed.  .When  the  Due 
de  Cadore,  upon  his  review  of  our  proceedlnga^ 
told  us  ofbcialiy  that  he  would  have  expectra 
more  from  a  Jamaica  Assembly,  he  thought  it 
both  impertinent  and  insolent;  but  (he  point  of 
the  offence  was  a  consciousness  that  it  was  too 
much  like  the  truth.  It  is  a  truism  which  forma 
the  sting  of  every  sarcasm.  We  find  the  Em- 
peror Napoleon,  too,  acting  under  these  sama 
impressions,  when  he  seizes  and  confiscates  your 
property,  without  even  a  plausible  pretext.  The 
only  ground  upon  which  ne  acted,  was  a  convic- 
tion that  you  would  not  resent  it,  and  he,  there- 
fore, might  plunder  with  impunity.  The  same 
impressions  direct  the  British  Cabinet  in  its  ^'in- 
flexible hostility,"  and  its  war  tipon  our  com- 
merce, both  in  character  and  efiect,  '*  brought 
home  to  the  threshold  of  our  territory.''  If  our 
protracted  moderation,  wonderful  moderatioOy 
dbc,  by  which  he  presumed  were  meant  our 
feeble  contrivauces  for  tbe  last  three  vears,  and 
of  which,  he  feared,  the  requisition  oi  ten  thoa- 
sind  men  was  a  brelich,  both  in  spirit  and  policy, 
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should  still  be  contiDped,  be  believed  it  would 

degenerate  into  something  of  a  very  different 

character,  and  would  receive  a  very  different 
denomination  from  the  public* 

Mr.  G.  begged  the  Senate  to  turn  its  atten- 
tion to  the  means  of  resistance  now  ainually  in 
Canada,  which  would  probably  be  opposed  to  the 
contemplated  force.  From  the  best  information 
be  could  obtain,  the  British  had  at  this  time  in 
Canada  from  seven  to  ten  thousand  regular  troops, 
and  from  twelve  to  fifteen  thousand  well  appoint- 
ed, well  furnished  militia,  drawn  from  a  popula- 
tion of  nearly  three  hundred  thousand  souls.  If, 
therefore,  your  troops  could  be  readv  to  act  in 
the  Spring  before  the  breaking  up  of  the  ice,  and 
before  the  British  could  throw  further  succors 
into  that  country,  it  appeared  to  him  there  would 
be  very  good  employment  for  twenty  thousand 
men  io  subduing  this  force  and  population ;  and, 
if  undertaken  with  fewer  men,  a  failure  of  the 
enterprise  would  probably  be  the  consequence. 
Besides,  sir,  we  should  recollect  that  Gkeat  Brit- 
ain is  the  same  Great  Britain  we  encountered  in 
1775,  1776,  dbc.$  and  although  some  gentlemen 
seemed  to  suppose  that  she  was  folly  occupied 
with  her  European  war ;  that  sbe  was  impover- 
ished, fighting  for  her  existebce,  dbc.,  and  of 
course  had  at  command  trery  little  disposable 
force,  he  viewed  the  subject  v^ry  differently. 

It  is  true  Great  Britain  is  engaged  with  a  formi- 
dable enemy ;  but  hitherto  she  has  greatly  the  ad- 
vantage in  the  war.  Where  has  she  lost  one  iach . 
of  territory  ?  What  acquisitions  of  territory  and 
population  has  she  not  made,  both  in  the  East 
and  Webt  Indies?  What  obstacles  is  she  now 
opposinff  to  the  occupation  of  the  Southern  Pe- 
nmsula  ny  her  enemy  ?  So  far  from  her  popula- 
tion  being  diminished  at  home,  it  appeared  to  be 
greatly  increased  by  the  last  census,  notwith- 
standing all  the  distresses  and  starvations  we 
have  heard  of,  dbc.  Count  the  number  of  French 
and  English  prisoners,  and  you  will  find  that 
Great  Britain  had  the  advantage  of  perhaps  ten 
to  one.  Her  fleet  is  unrivalled;  of  course  left 
more  free  to  act  thaa  at  any  time  during  the 
Revolutionary  war.  He,  therefore,  ooocfuded 
that  we  should  have  to  contend  now  with  the 
same  Great  Britain  we  did  then,  with  renovated 
powers  and  resources.  Yet  to  this  Power  it  is 
proposed  to  oppose  only  ten  thousand  additional 
troops.  Mr.  G.  said  it  was  uncertain  how, long 
Great  Britain  might  keep  her  army  upon  the 
Peninsula ;  but  whenever  it  shall  be  withdrawn, 
either  by  choice  or  necessity;  she  will  have  a 
formidable  disposable  force  in  numbers,  skill,  and 
bravery ;  and  whether  she  withdraws  that  army 
or  not,  vou  will  find  that  she  will  command  a 
respectable  force  for  the  protection  of  Canada,  if 
you  wait  for  the  breaking  up  of  the  ice,  which 
now  envelopes  all  the  avenues  of  that  country. 
Time,  therefore,  is  all-important,  and  not  a  mo- 
ment for  preparations  ought  to  be  lost. 

France,  it  is  true,  has  astonishiugly  aggran- 
dized herself  during  the  existing  war  in  Europe; 
but  it  has  been  done  at  the  expense  of  other  na- 


tioiks,  not  of  Great  Britain.    Qnmi  Britain  kis 
had  her  share  of  the  spoils  also. 

Let  us  then  not  unaervaiue  our  enemy.  Su. 
this  project  of  iimiUng  our  efforts,  lo  ten  thousand 
men,  seems  to  be  too  much  upon  the  plan  ofi 
scarecrow,  and  it  appears  to  be  regarded  io  liiit 
light  by  some  gentlemen.  He  said  Great  Britaii 
was  the  last  nation  on  earth,  that  he  wonld  aoder- 
take  to  frighten  with  scarecrows ;  besides,  ereo 
upon  the  scarecrow  plan,  he  should  suppose  tbst 
twenty-five  thousand  men  would  be  better  ibu 
ten  thousand.  Mr.  G.  said  he  disliked  this  pro- 
ject extremely,  ^m  anotherconsideratiott,  whid 
It  forcibly  impressed  upon  his  mind.  It  muK 
evidently  have  been  recommended  by  that  same 
spirit  and  policy  which  had  heretofore  relief 
upon  the  chapter  of  accidents  for  success,  and  doc 
upon  our  own  energies  and  rescrarces.  It  seeoB 
to  hare  been  founded  on  the  hope  that  Grett 
Britain  would  recede  without  an  effort  os  oar 
part.  It  is  a  ikitacious  hope.  The  hope  itself 
will  always  defeat  its  own  object,  by  avoidioi 
the  means  to  iosttre  its  own  success. 

Mr.  G.  said  we  had  enjoyed  a  long  course  of 
prosperity,  but  we  ought  not  to  calculate  opoa 
perpetual  exemption  from  the  common  calamiuei 
of  nations.  When  days  of  adversity  shall  arrire, 
we  should  meet  them  with  becoming  fortitude 
and  energy.  He  deprecated  that  spirit  which  ap- 
peared to  be  longing  and  whining  aAer  prosperitr 
that  is  passed,  as  if  it  feared  to  look  adversity  iij 
the  face.  Mr.  President,  when  adversity  comes, 
yon  must  look  her  in  the  face ;  yes,  siir^  you  most 
stare  her  out  of  countenance ;  you  mnst  meet  her 
with  courage,  and  with  means  sufficient  to  sub- 
due her.  Mr.  President,  if  after  we  hare  beeij 
solemnly  ctiled  together  4o  receive  commoQict- 
tions  of  great  and  weighty  naatten,  and  after  our 
meeting  have  been  told  that  oor  independence  u 
at  hazard,  that  there  is  actual  war,  both  in  cba^ 
acter  and  effect,  upon  our  lawful  eommerc& 
brought  home  to  the  threshold  of  our  territory; 
that  rights  are  trampled  upon,  which  no  indepen- 
dent nation  can  relinquish,  Slc.;  when,  in  short, 
onr  wrongs  are  painted  in  such  glowing  terms, 
as  to  have  set  the  whole  nation  on  fire — if,  sfie^ 
all  this,  we  should  taper  down  to  proridiog  ta' 
thousand  men  to  subdue  such  a  crisis,  would  it 
not  be  a  wonderful  discovery  in  the  art  of  sinking  1 
Would  it  not  undervaine  the  resoareea  and  eoer^ 
giesof  thenation  ?  Would  it  not  insult  and  deceir^ 
the  national  spirit  and  expectations?  Whether 
he  Tiewed  thin  subject  in  reference  to  the  ioter* 
esCs  of  the  nation,  or  the  ptrty  in  power,  he  should 
eoually  protest  against  tnis  little  miserable  policy 
or  resorting  to  means  so  utterly  incompetent  t^ 
the  objects.  He  cautioned  the  party  io  nowel 
now,  as  he  often  had  done  before,  against  loogei 
sporting  with  the  national  sensibtiity,  the  natioaal 
character,  and  the  national  interests. 

Mr.  G.  said;  in  making  the  calculations  of  the 
degree  of  force  required,  the  committee  was  pre* 
eluded  fVom  taking  into  the  estimate  any  auxiliary 
force  to  be  derived  from  the  militia';  because  an 
impression  appeared  to.be  almost  universally  en* 
tertained,  that  Congress  could  not  constitutionally 
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command  tke  services  of  (he  nilUia  boyoad  the 
iimiu  of  the  Uaited  Stales ;  of  eourse,  the  reguler 
force  ma&t  be  proportionally  augmented.     He 
said,  aUhoogh  he  believed  he  stood  single  and 
ilone.  he  protested  against  this  doctrine.    He  did 
Bot  propose  now  to  examine  this  question,  be- 
cause it  would  be  useless.    He  would,  however, 
read  the  clause  of  the  Consttiutien,  which  gave 
to  Coogress  the  power  of  calling  forth  the  militia, 
aod  make  one  or  two  remarks  on  it.    Congress 
tbail  have  power  ^  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the 
miiitia,  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  to  sup- 
press iosurreetions,  and  repel  invasions."    The 
Irst  object  for  which  the  militia  may  be  called 
forib)  is  to  execute  the  laws  ot  the  Union.    A 
law  declaring  war,  is  a  law  of  the  Union ;  and  if 
the  war  is  to  be  carried  on  beyond  the  limits  of 
ibe  United  States,  it  is  sttU  a  law  to  be  executed, 
althoDgb  beyond  the  limits  of  the  United  States; 
and  be  could  see  no  reason^  why  the  militia  could 
m  be  called  forth  to  execute  it.    Indeed,  it  is  one 
of  those  laws  to  the  execution  of  which  force  is  in- 
dispensably and  properly  applicable;  and  if  the 
laws  can  have  a  legitimate  influence  -beyond  the 
Iimiu  of  the  United  States,  the  power  of  Congress 
over  the  militia  must  be  co-extensive  with  the 
laws,  which  are  thus  required  to  be  executed.  He 
would  only  observe  further,  that  when  this  sub- 
ject was  more  particularly  brought  into  diseuv- 
tioQ  upon  a  former  occasion,  it  was  said,  that 
ereo  io  Great  Britain,  the  militia  could  not  be 
ordered  out  of  Great  Britain ;  no,  not  even  to 
Ireland.    But  it  should  now  be  recollected,  that 
since  that  time,  the  British  Parliament,  without 
(Ten  a  question  as  to  the  right,  has  ordered  Brit- 
ish militia  to  Ireland,  and  Irish  militia  to  Great 
Britain.    Twenty-six  regiments  are  said  to  be 
transposed  at  this  time. 

Mr.  G.  said,  that  in  considering  the  peculiar 
geographical  situation  of  the  United  States,  with 
colonies  at  each  end  of  themj  belonging  to  pow- 
trful  distant  nationsj  with  which  we  may  be  often 
brought  into  collision,  it  would  be  unfortunate 
for  the  United  Slates  if  the  militia  bordering  on 
the  lines  of  separation  could  not  be  called  forth 
for  any  purpose  of  chastisement,  or  any  other  ob- 
ject the  Gtovernment  might  have  in  view,  in  re* 
htion  to  those  colonies  or  their  respective  mother 
countries.  If  such  be  the  unfortunate  organ iza- 
^00  or  iattrpretation  of  the  Constitution,  an 
amendment  for  remedying  so  important  a  defect 
pQgbtto  be  instantly  proposed  and  adopted.  Its 
ioeooreDieace  ie  now  sensibly  felt,  in  precluding 
all  reliance  upon  that  important  auxiliary  force. 
Geotlemen,  however,  parpose  to  remedv  this  de- 
^Kt,  by  a  volunteer  force.  Mr.  G  said,  he  would 
oot  reject,  nor  did  he  mean  to  disparage,  this 
l^es  of  force.  But,  from  the  nature  of  its 
organization,  it  cannot  be  suited  to  offeoaive  war, 
Bor  to  the  occupation  of  a  country  after  it  should 
^  taken.  He  had  been  told  too,  by  mililarv  gen- 
tlemen, without  exception,  that  it  was  always 
JDQnd  to  be  the  most  expensive  and  least  efficient 
^oree.  He  hardly  expected  to  have  heard  it  relied 
upon  for  the  contemplated  object,  by  the  honor- 
able mover,  because  he  thdnght  gentlemen  con- 


curred with  tha  ether  experieaced  military  gentle- 
men in  these  respects. 

Mr.  G.  said,  upon  an  impartial  view  of  all  the 
consideratioi^s  he  had  the  honor  to  suggest,  he 
thougtit  it  was  demonstrated,  that  the  force  pro- 
posed was  not  more  than  competent  to  the  objects 
of  the  Government;  and  that  a  smaller  number 
would  correspond  neither  with  the  national  spirit 
nor  expectations.  He  would  therefore  proceed 
to  consider^  whether  the  number  proposed  ex* 
ceeded  the  national  capacity  to  furnish. 

It  will  appear,  said  Mr.  G.^  from  the  censiia 
lately  taken,  that  the  pt>pulatton  of  the  United 
States  is  perhaps  not  less  than  seven  and  an  half 
millions  of  souls.  Now,  sir,  this  must  be  a  popu- 
lation of  a  most  extraordinary  character,  and  un- 
der the  influence  of  a  government  of  a  most  e>- 
traordinary  organization,  if  it  cannot  command 
the  services  of  thirty  five  thousand  men,  upon  the 
most  extraordinary  exigencies.  But  we  are  not 
without  a  memorable  experiment  upon  the  popu- 
lation and  Government  of  the  United  States,  at 
a  foriher  period.  In  1775^  1776,  we  commenced 
the  Revolutionary  war  with  Great  Britain,  with 
a  population  very  little,  if  at  all,  exceeding  two 
millions  of  souls.*  Let  us  see  the  number  of 
regular  troops,  not  merely  voted,  but  actually 
brought  into  the  field,  aod  paid  for  their  servteea 
during  the  whole  of  that  war.  They  are  as  fol* 
low:  Toul  in  pay^  in  1775,  27,443 ;  in  1776u 
46,891;  in  1777,34,820;  1779,27,699;  1780,  2V 
015;  1781,  13,292;  1762,  14,256;  1783,  13,476. 
These  are  the  regular  troops  actually  in  pay,  ex- 
clusive of  militia. 

In  making  this  comparative  eatimate,  he  was 
willing^  in  theee  degenerate  days,  to  give  two,  nay. 
three  for  one,  over  the  population  of  1775  ana 
1776;  and  it  would  appear,  that  the  eommiitee  had 
not  drawn  upon  the  existing  population  beyond 
moderation.    With  a  double,  nay  threefold  popu* 
lation ;  with  more  than  quaarupled  pecuniary  re* 
sources;  with  a  capacity  for  furnishing munittona 
of  war  above  one  hundred  fold,  the  committee 
proposed  to  draw  upon  the  existing  population 
fur  thirtV'five  thousand  regular  troops  in  the 
whole.    In  1776  there,  were  actually  in  the  field 
and  paid,  foriy-six  thousand  eiffht  hundred  and 
ninety-one  regular  troops,  exclusive  of  militia. 
Great  Britain,  with  a  population  of   but  little 
more  than  double  that  of  the  United  States;  la- 
boring too  under  a  debt  of  more  than  seven 
hundred  millipns  of  pounds  sterling,  has,  at  thia 
time,  io  her  land  and  naval  service,  perhapB| 
three  hundred  thousand  men ;  yet  an  alarm  seems 
to  be  produced  here  by  a  proposition  to  call  intb 
the  service  of  the  United  States  ihirty^five  thou* 
sand  men.    This  too  for  repelling  the  aggressiona 
of  the  same  Great  Britain  we  encountered  ia 
1775  and  1776;  and  for  the  same  cause.    Yea^ 
sir;  it  is  as  much  a.  question  of  independence 
now,  as  it  was  then.    It  was  then  a  questioa. 
whether  Great  Britain  ahould  impose  a  tax  or 


*  Population  of  the  United  States,  at  four  several 
periods,  vk:  1780,  a,061 ,000;  1790,3,920,336;  1800, 
5,308,666;  1810,7,389,903. 
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three  pence  per  poupd  on  tea^  wlien  in  oar  colonial 
state.  It  is  oow  a  quest  ion  whether  Great  Brit- 
ain shall  regulate  bjr  force  the  whole  of  gar  com* 
nerce,  in  contempt  and  violation  of  the  laws  pf 
nations,  when  we  affect  to  be  in  an  ibdependent 
state.  If,  sir,  our  fathers  had  condescended  to 
calculate  the  costs  of  a  tax  of  three  pence  on  a 
pound  of  tea,  compared  with  the  costs  of  the  war 
for  achieving  our  independence,  as  some  of  their 
sons  are  now  doin^r  with  respect  to  the  value  of 
our  commerce  submitted  to  the  regulation  of 
Oreat  Britain,  we^  should  not  now  have  it  in  our 
power  to  degrade  their  memories;  by, the  profli- 

frate  abandonment  of  the  independence  achieved 
or  us  by  the  profusion  of  their  blood  and  treasure. 
And  what,  sir,  became  of  the  forty-six  thouiand 
eight  bunared  and  ninety  one  men  raised  to  op* 
|K>se  Great  Britain  in  1776?  We  know  they 
were  often  compelled  to  Ay  before  superior  Brit- 
ish forces,  and  by  the  waste  of  the  war  and  short . 
•olistinents,  were  reduced  in  1783,  to  13,476.  Yet 
we  seem  now  to  be  willing  to  fall  into  this  same 
fatal  error-— and  for  what?  and  for  what  cause? 
From  groundless  and  visionary  fears  of  the  pos* 
aible  influence  of  regular  troops  upon  our  liber- 
ties. But,  sir,  these  fears  come  too  late.  They 
should  have  come  upon  us  long  ago.  It  is  too 
late  to  say,  we  are  more  aOaid  of  the  means  of 
«Dhoyaiiee,  than  the  enemy  to  be  annoyed.  Wa 
4Might  to  have  submitted  long  ago.  We  have  now 
taken  the  ground  of  resistance,  and  cannot  re* 
cede.  H«  hoped  that  the  considerations  urged 
ihc  other  day  upon  this  subject,  were  snfllcieot 
to  demonstrate  the  fallacy  of  these  alarms,  and 
their  unfortuaate  tendency  in  relation  to  thej>ub- 
He  welfare  in  the  present  state  of  our  affairs. 
Upon  these  views  of  the  whole  isubject,  be  trusted 
that  the  Seoate  would  concur  with  the  coiomit- 
tee  in  opinion,  that  the  number  of  men  reeoon- 
mended  is  not  too  great  for  the  purposes  of  the 
€K>vernment,  nor  oeyond  the  convenient  abil- 
ities of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  G.  said;  he  would  now  proceed  to  the  tea- 
derest  point  of  this  discussion — the  decrepit  state 
of  the  Treasury  Departm'eiM.  Mr.  G.  said,  he  did 
not  think  this  the  true  standard  for  estimating  the 
national  resources,  nor  energies;  nor  for  estimat- 
ing the  means  necessary  for  repeUing  aggresfiions' 
vpon  our  national  rights;  nor  is  it  the  one  recom- 
mended in  the  President's  responsible  Message. 
But  the  honorable  mover  had  said  it  demanded 
and  ought  to  receive  our  first  attention.  He  com- 
plained, too,  that  Mr.  G.  had  said  the  objects  at 
atake  were  too  great  for  counting  the  costs.  Mr. 
G.  said  this  was  not  precisely  4he  view  he  had 
before  presented  on  this  part  of  the  subject.  The 
Ofiioion  he  expre»ed  was,  that  there  would  be  an 
economy  in  farnishing  means  sufficient  to  effect 
your  objects ;  rbat  the  costs  could  not  be  deemed 
excessive,  which  would  insure  success ;  but  if  rou 
dealt  out  your  means  so  sparingly  as  to  fail  of 
your  objeet,  it  would  then  become  prodigal  waste 
and  profusion  of  economy.  To  this  opinion  he 
fftill  adhered ;  and  he  thought  there  never  wasao 
oeeaslon  where  the  reonark  would  apply  with 
more  force  and  propriety  than  at  present.    The 


gentlemen  who  express  so  much  conoern  for  tfae 
Treasury  'Department,  tell  us  that  the  gentletnti 
at  the  head  of  tliat  Depattment  possesses  the 
most  splendid  financial  talents,  dbc.  Mr«  G.  said, 
he  hoped  he  did  ;  and  be  was  not  disposed  to  de- 
tract aught  from  this  impression ;  but  be  cooU 
not  help  remarking  that  he  should  feel  rooreeoo- 
fidence  in  that  gentleman's  financial  reputation, 
if  it  were  founded  more  on  facts,  and^  less  oo  ro* 
mor  and  anticipation.  The  honorable  SecretsryU 
financial  reputation  was  made  to  his  bands  bf 
others.  He  bad  liitle  or  no  share  ia  it.  He  has 
annually  given^us  the  most  lucid  views  of  the 
amount  and  manner  of  revenue  received  at  the 
Treasury,  which  Was  provided  by  others,  aod  tbe 
manner  .in  which  it  has  beep  disbursed  for  tbc 

Surposes  of  tbe  Goveriiment.    But  this  is  no  dif- 
cult  task,  and  is  uo  evidence  of  financial  skill 
which  he  understood  to  consist  in  the  faculty  d 
getting  thef  most  money  into  tbe  Tmsury,  will 
the  least  inoonvenience  to  the  contributors.    Hi 
was-  not  disposed,. however,  to  complain  of  thii 
inactivity  on  the  part  of  the  honorable  Secretsrf 
because  the  Government  had  never  called  upoa 
him  for  greater  exertions,  and,  perhaps,  had  m 
occasioD  to  have  made  such  a  caU^  until  aboa 
three  years  ago.    But,  sir.  what  does  this  gentle^ 
mi^  teU  us,  upon  whose  spleodid  taienu  we  s^ 
rely  ?    That  the  national  resources  are  equal  tfl 
all  the  national  exigencies.    In  his  last  report  1h 
says,  in  substaace,  there  can  be  no  dooiit  of  m 
ability  and  the  will  of  the  nation  to  furnish  aU 
the  necessary  supplies.    If,  then,  reliance  can  m 
placed  oo  his  sptendid  finaocial  talents,  only  girj 
them  seope  for  action ;  apply  them  to  the  nationd 
ability  and  will;  let  them  perform  th^  simple  tssi 
of.  pointing  to  the  true  wootis  aparamdi  ;  aod  wb« 
.reason  have  we  to  despair  of  the  Republic  ?  Wbt 
reason  have  we  to  doubt  of  tbe  abundance  of  th 
Treasury  supplies?     Until  now  the  honorsbU 
Secretary  has  had  no  scope  for  the  demonstration 
of  his  splendid  finaaotal  talents.    Of  all  tbe  rerj 
eni^  receivable  at  the  Treasury,  he  knew  of  bs 
one  fund  for  which  we  are  indebted  to  the  sag 
geation  of  that  gentleman.  That  is  what  is  cslio 
the  Mediterranean  fund;  aod  that  is  anouali! 

J»reaented  to  us  ia  a  very  awkward  and  crooks 
brm.  But,  against  this  may  be  placed  the  repei 
of  the  salt  tax;  one. of  the  most  improvid 
measures -ever  adopted  bv  this  or  any  other  Go^ 
ernm^nt.  He  presumed  the  Secretary,  at  les 
yielded  his  assent  to  that  measure.  Mr.  G.  ssi 
he  was  extremely  opposed  to  this  measure  at  ibj 
time  of  its  adoption  ;  had  twice  reported  agai 
it,  as  tbe.  ohairn^an  of  a  committee,  to  whom  t 
sobject  was  referred ;  and  he  believed  it  was  twi 
rejected  by  this  honorable  body.  His  single  vot< 
he  believed,  turned  the  scale.  He  should  ha^ 
petsevered  in  bis  opposition,  notwitbsmnding  li^ 
popular  cry  raised  at  the  time  ;  bat  he  yielded  I 
length  to  an  imposing  e&aim  urgedxHi  himby  ma^ 
members  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  TU 
House  of  Representatives  was  peculiarly  intrasi 
ed  by  the  Constitution  with  the  {Mwer  of  raistsl 
revenue ;  and  it  could  hardly  be  considered  i 
correct  in  a  single  individual,  in  the  other  braaci 
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f  the  Legislature,  to  pat  bis  veto  to  a  measare,  id 
!la(ioD  (o  rerenae,  which  was  recommended  by 
}  large  a  majority  of  that  braach,  to  whose  dis- 
retion  a)l  stthjects  of  revenue  were  intrusted  in 
peculiar  manner.  To  this  claim,  and  the  rery 
igb  respect  be  entertained  for  the  Hoaseof  Rep- 
e»eDtstires,  he  yielded  a  relactaat  consent,  upon 
oodiuon  that  the  repeal  should  be  postponed  until 
\ikt  month  after  the  meeting  of  the  next  session 
»f  Congress,  and  that  the  House  of  Representa- 
ires  would  again  review  and  consider  the  sub- 
Kt.  The  month  elapsed  without  re*eaaeting  the 
IV.  and  the  tax  ceased. 

Mr.  G.  said  he  never  gave  a  vote  more  against 
be  eourietions  of  his  own  judgment  than  be  did 
e  that  oceaaioD,  although  the  motive  was  one 
rhicb  he  eonceived  ought  to  exempt  him  firom 
«D4ure.  tf  gentlemen  .will  now  multiply  the 
nodaet  of  that  tax,  by  the  ntimber  of  years  since 
it  was  taken  ofi^  they  would  find  it  would  have 
^rcdaced  all  the  sums  which  have  since  been 
»ljed  for  by  loans,  provided  no  greater  expendi- 
ores  had  been  incurred  by  the  Qov^ rnment  than 
lare  takeii  place.  Besides  the  diminution  4f 
rreasary  fuuda,  it  has  had  the  most  baneful  in- 
Ineoce  upon  the  salt  works  which  had  been 
fftablished  under  its  protection^  and  which  would, 
mder  the  influence  of  the  same  protection,  in  a 
rery  short  lime,  have  rendered  us  independent  of 
foreigo  nations  for  the  supply  of  this  article  of  the 
Srst  necessity.  He  was  not  disposed,  however. 
ID  these  accounts,  to  distrust  the  splendid  financial 
talents  of  the  honorable  Secretary;  although 
eandor  compelled  him  to  acknowledge  that  he 
ihould  fed  more  confidence'  in  tbem,  if  it  were 
Dot  for  the  unwillingness  evidently  manifested 
by  that  gentleinan  himself,  during  the  last  three 
yeare,  in  alTordiag  their  usefulness  to  the  Gov- 
ernmeat,  in  times  which  Imperiously  demanded 
tbeir  foil  and  prompt  exertions. 

Mr.  G.  said  the  recession  of  the  Treasury  De- 
jartmeot  from  the  trying  difficulties  of  the  nation 
durini;  (bat  period,  must  be  evident  to  every  im- 
piriial  observer ;  and  he  believed  he  wasaqquaint- 
€d  with  circumstances  which  amounted  to  a 
k&owiedge  that  all  the  measures  which  have  dis- 
konored  the  nation  during  the  same  time,  are,  in 
I  great  degree,  attributable  to  the  indisposition  of 
the  late  and  present  Administration  to  press  on 
the  Treasury  Department,  and   to  disturb  the 

Eopularity  and  repose  of  the  gentleman  at  the 
ead  of  it.    That  tne  inexecution  of  the  embargo 
is  properly  attributable  to  that  cause,  he  had  no 
doabt;  and  notwithstanding  all  the  clamor  upon 
that  ^object,  its  inexecution  produced  ita  repeal. 
The  Executive  refused  to  incur  the  expense,  an$l 
lecept  the  means  necessary  for  its  effectual  exe- 
CQtioD;  which,  be  believed,  would  have  been 
readily  and  zealously  granted  by  Congress  upon 
tbe  Executive  request,  at  any  moment.    Wnen 
^  Were  driven  from  that  measure  by  the  inexe- 
«ition  of  the  law,  this  heoorable  body  proposed  a 
stitBtitote.  in  his  judgment  infinitely  better  cat- 
colated  to  retrieve  the  h(>oor  and  pronoote  the  in^ 
Merest  of  the  nation,  than  the  embargo  itself.    It 
vas  doae  too  against  the  known  and  anxious 


opposition  of  the  Executive,  acting,  Jie  believed, 
under  the  same  unfortunate  influence.     Thia 
measure  consisted  in  presenting  to  the  aggressiaj^ 
belligerents  an  impartial  and  honorable  proposi- 
tion for  accommodation;  and  in  the  event  of  its 
rejection,  to  issue  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal 
against  the  refusing  nation.    This  mtrasure  was 
so  strongly  and  obviously  recommended  by  the 
peculiar  circumstances  under  which  we  were 
coercively  placed  by  both  the  belligerents,  that 
he  was  astonished  at  the  anxious  opposition  it 
received;  and  to  the  success  of  that  opposition, 
after  the  embargo  was  abandon'ed;  may  cleariy 
be  traced  all  our  present  sufferiuffs  and  degrada- 
tions.   Both  the  belli^erenu  had  determined  that 
we  sliould  be  no  longer  neutral ;  and  had  adopted 
the  most  injurious  measures  in  relation  to  tis,  to 
coerce  us  into  tbe  war;  eacb  urging  us  to  war 
against  its  enemy.    What  was  the  proper  and 
manly  repl)r  to  thesd  aggreitaing  nations  f    Here 
is  a  proposition  of  accommodation  to  each  of  you ; 
if  either  accepts^  we  pledge  ourselves  to  iasue  let- 
ters of  marque  and  reprisal  against  the  other,  it 
refusing  the  aceommodation.    This  was  the  very 
situation  in  which  each  wished  to  pface  us  against 
itseneipy;  and  of  course  both  would  probably 
have  accepted  tbe  proposition ;  one  or  other  cer'- 
tainly  would ;  and  if  the  acceptance  of  one  before 
the  other  would  have  produced  a  state  of  hostili- 
ties against  the  other,  it  would  have  been  of  very 
short  oontinuaace ;  because  neither  of  then  would 
find  any  interest  in  a  war  against  us,  and  each 
wished  us  to  take  a  part  in  the  war,  not  againat 
itself,  but  against  its  enemy ;  and  perhaps  the  ac- 
commodation would  not  te  the  lest*  dtuable  for 
having  been  sealed  with  blood.    This  measure 
was  not  opposed  upon  its  Intrinsic  merits  nor  de* 
merito,  but  it  required  to  be  backed  with  other 
measures  of  preparation  and  expense,  and  henoe 
the  real  cause  of  its  failure^  .  The  practical  uu-* 
derstandiog  of  the  rejection  of  this  measure,  both 
at  home  and  abroad,  was  aubmisaioa  to  the  bel- 
ligerent aggressions;  or,  in  other  words,  net  with- 
standing  all  our  previous  patriotic  speeches  and 
resolutions,  we  wer6  determined  not  to  resist  by 
ibrce.    And  what  has  been  the  result  of  this  ooa- 
viction  on  the  part  of  tbe  belli^eteots,  of  submis- 
aion  on  our  parti    Great  Britain  immediately 
disavowed  an  aurangementmade  by  Mr.  Brskine, 
under  the  influence  of  instructions  ^ivea  under 
a  contrary  conviction,  a  conviction  produced  by 
the  measures  of  this  body,  and  by  a  report  made 
by  a  gentleman,  then  a  member  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  whpm  he  then  saw  with 
pleasure  on  this  floor,  and  a  resolution  adopted  ia 
consequence  of  that  report.    This  resolution  de- 
clared our  determination  to  resist  the  belligerent 
aggressions,  with  only  two  dissentient  votes.    The 
measures  of  this  House,  without  any  declaratioo, 
were  calculated  to  produce  the  same  convictioal 
In  this  ftate  of  things  Mr.  Erskine  received  his 
iastrnctions,  and  a  satisfactory  arrangement  with 
Qreat  Britain  was  the  consequence ;  hut  the  mo- 
ment Qreat  Britain  found  we  had  receded  from 
our  own  ground,  and  falsified  our  profesaions,  she 
disavowed  the  arrangement,  and  now  perseveres 
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in  hostile  iDflexibilitjr.  How  did  France  act  opoa 
beiog  apprized  of  thw  improvident  and  fatal  re- 
eesnion  ?  Her  Emperor  immediately  seized  and 
confiscated  all  your  property  within  his  control ; 
aod  his  Minister  officially  told  us  that  he  would 
have  expected  sometbtof?  more  from  a  Jamaica 
Assembly !  It  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  Qreat 
Britain  and  France  acted  in  concert  upon  this 
unfortunate  occasion ;  and,  therefore,  the  analo- 
gous conduct  of  each  must  be  proof  positive  of 
the  practical  understanding  and  effect  of  our  de- 
precated recession.  It  was  a  declaration  of  sub- 
tltissioo,  as  far  as  submission  consists  in  refusing 
resistance  by  force.  The  Gk>vernBAent  seems 
now  sensible  of  this  fatal  error,  and  is  determined 
to  retrieve  it ;  but,  he  was  sorry  to  observe,  with 
measures  as  Inefficient  upon  the  principle  of  re- 
sistance by  force,  as  wete  commercial  restriction, 
in  a  substitution  of  that  principle.  And  wheii 
we  look  for  the  causes  of  this  deplorable  ineffi- 
ciency, they  resolve  themselves,  as  heretofore, 
into  tenderness  for  the  Treasury  Department,  4ke, 
Mr.  G.  said,  that  whilst  upon  this  most  un- 
pleasant part  of  the  subject,  he  wished  to  be  in- 
dulged in  a  few  observations  upon  the  state  of 
our  public  debt ;  because  this  sabiect,  in  the  hands 
of  a  skilful  financier,  bad>een  the  most  efficient 
weapon  for  beatiuff  down  all  the  measures  which 
he  believed  were  oeai  calculated  to  support  the 
character  and  promote  the  interests  of  tnir  coan* 
try*  Mr.  G.-said  it  had  always  given  him  pleas- 
ure to  see  that  debt  in  a  rapia  stale  of  reduction^ 
and  he  had  at  all  times  given  his  aid  to  facilitate 
that  object. 

We  had,  however,  experienced  the  effects  of  a 
debt,  of  above  $80,000,000,  now  reduced  to  perhaps 
^0,000,000,  yet  this  d  iifference  of  the  amount  of  debt 
had  never  been  felt  by  society.  It  had  produced 
no  sensible  effect  upon  the  common  intercourse 
amongst  men  in  their  pecuniary  afiairs.  He  asked 
every  gentleman  to  reflect  and  recollect,  whether, 
in  his  pecuniary  arrangements,  he  ever  took  into 
his  calculations  the  present,  compared  with  the 
former  state  of  the  publie  debt  1  For  his  part,  he 
said,  he  shoult)  never  have  known  of  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  debt,  but  for  the  annual  Treasury  Re- 
port. The  reason  why  a  debt  of  eighty  millions 
of  dollars  is  not  felt  in  the  United  States,  is,  that 
the  amount  is  so  entirely  within  their  ability. 
Now,  sir,  is  it  not  infinitely  better  to  restore  the 
debt  to  its  former  amount,  or  more,  when  we 
know  frond  experience  how  little  influence  it  has 
on  society,  ana  that  influence  Will  necessarily  be 
diminished  in  proportion  to  our  increase  in  wealth 
and  population,  than  to  surrender  the  smalleat  at- 
tribute of  the  national  sovereignty  ? 

Mr.  O.  said,  before  he  concluded,  he  begged 
permission  to  observe,  that  particular  individuals 
supposed  they  had  an  interest  in  imputing  to  him 
a  wish  to  involve  this  nation  in  a  war  with  Great 
Britain,  and  had  accordingly  reproached  him  with 
the  most  unworthy  epithets.  He  said,  no  gentle* 
man  present  wished  tor  peace,  or  deprecated  war 
with  Great  Britain,  more  than  himself.  He  said, 
he  hoped  he  was  not  blind  to  his  own  interests, 
nor  the  interests  of  those  inhabiting  the  same 


scene  of  country  with  himself,  h  was  iroperioa 
ly  their  interest,  not  only  to  preserve  peace  wii 
Great  Britain,  but  a  free  commercial  intercoon 
with  her. '  Grain  was  the  principal  product  fore 
portation  in  that  part  of  the  country;  Great  Bii 
ain  was  almost  et  all  times  in  want  of  that  an 
cle,  and  was  at  thi»  moment  giving  very  hij 
prices  for  it.  The  coontrjr  was  generally  is 
very  prosperous  condition,  in  consequence  of  tk 
state  of  thinflfs,  and  it  could  not  be  desirable  i 
change  it.  But  he  never  could  see  the  ineocnpii 
bility  between  the  desire  of  preserving  peace,  u 
a  preparation  to  meet  unavoidable  war.  It  i| 
pears  now  to  be  almost  universally  agreed  that 
this  course  had  been  heretbfore  pursued,  it  wool 
have  insured  peace  ;  and  if  war  should  now  torn 
it  would  be  in  consequence  of  the  fatal  rejectM 
of  the  proposed  measures  of  preparation  for  wi 
In  fact,  there  is  no  sounder  maxim,  than  that 
preparation  for  war  was  the  surest  means  ofpn 
serving  peace.  If  in  this  moment,  in  coosattis 
his  own  and  the  nation's  interest,  in  the  nreserr 
tion  of  peace,  he  were  called  on  to  decide  merd 
in  reference  to  that  object,  whether  we  shool 
now  raise  thirty  thousand  men  (bis  favorite  non 
ber)  or  ten  thousand,  or  no  men  at  all,  he  wool 
certainly  prefer  the  thirty  thousand. 

If  you  had  thirtv  thousand  men  on  the  cooGd 
of  Canada,  Gkeat  Britain  would  then  believed 
were  in  earnest.  She  would  know  that  after  th 
force  was  raised,  it  must  be  applied  to  its  objecj 
and  she  would  of  course  begin  to  calculate  i 
consequences.  If  she  found  that  the  incoDTes 
encies  of  opposing  such  a  force,  would  not  be  coo 
pensated  for  by  her  hostile  aggressions,  she  woaj 
probably  abandon  them.  If  she  thought  tbatf 
the  chances  of  war  an  obedient  and  friendly  cd 
ony  might  be  converted  into  an  enemy's  cool 
try.  it^ would  afford  a  great  inducement  to  her! 
avoid  the  war.  If  she  found  a  hostile  populatjc 
approaching  Halifax,  the  inducement  would  I 
increased  ;  for  that  is  the  point  nearest  her  hear 
and  she  would  risk  much  m  its  protection.  It 
important  to  her,  as  a  protection  to  her  West  II 
dies,  dbc.  Besides,  the  war  would  deprive  hen 
her  best  commercial  customer,  &c.,  dbc.  Tbe| 
and  similar  considerations  might  induce  her^ 
prefer  peace.  Without  presenting  a  compete! 
military  force,  perfectly  prepared  and  placed  r 
a  situation  for  action,  none  of  these  induceueo 
for  the  preservation  of  peace  will  be  presented  i 
the  British  Cabinet,  cut  if,  disregarding  tb^ 
considerations,  she  should  prefer  war,  no  genii 
man  can  seriously  conclude  that  even  thirty  tbo! 
sand  additioiial  troops  can  be  too  many  for  tii 
purposes  of  war.  i 

NoTX — Observe  the  chronological  statement  of  tJ 
following  facts,  and  mark  the  obvious  course  of  csQ 
andeflect. 

Hqvss  of  RxPAsssxTATivBa— i>ec.  13»  180& 

The  question  was  taken  on  agreeing  to  the  folloi 
ing  reaolution,  to  wit : 

**  JUaohted^  That  the  United  8Utes  cannot  without 
sacrifice  of  their  rights,  honor  and  independence,  so 
mit  to  the  late  edicts  of  Great  Britain  and  France." 
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And  iMolTed  in  the 
( followB : 

YiAB — Mcflfln.  Alexander,  W.  Alston,  L.  AUton,  Ba- 
PD,  Bard,  Barker,  Baaaett,  BlacUedge,  Blake,  Bloom, 
oyd,  Boyle,  Brown,  Burwell,  Butler,  Calhoan,  G.  W. 
ampbell.  Champion,  Chittenden,  Clay,  Clopton,  Cul- 
eper,  Cutta,  Davenport,  Dawson,  Deane,  Desha,  Durell, 
OUot,  Ely,  Findley,  Fisk,  Frankhn,  Gardner,  Gamett, 
rbolsoo,  Goodwyn,  Gray,  Green,  Harris,  Heister, 
lelms,  Hollmnd,  H<Ames,  Howard,  Humphreys,  Ilsley, 
.  G.  Jadtson,  R.  8.  Jackson,  Jenkins,  Johnson,  Jones, 
'^Uy,  Kenan,  Kc^,  Kirkpatrick,  Lambert,  Lewis,  Lloyd, 
ere,  Macon,  Marion,  Masters,  McCreery,  Milnor,  D. 
(ootgomery,  N.  R.  Moore,  T»  Moore,  Jeremiah  Mor- 
PIT,  John  Morrow,  Moseley,  Mumford,  Nelson,  New- 
Bld,  Newton,  Nicholas,  Pitkin,  Porter,  Quincy,  Ran- 
Dlph,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  J. 
iichards,  M«  Riehards,  Russell,  8ay,  Beaver,  Shaw, 
lloan.  Smeh,  Smilie,  J.  K,  Smith,  J.  Smith,  Southard, 
Stanford,  Stadman,  Stover,  Stuiges,  Taggart,  Tall- 
Dsdge,  Taylor,Thompson,  Trigg,  Troupe  Upham,  Van 
llieo.  Van  Horn,  Yan  Rensselaer,  Verplanek,  Whar- 
90,  Whitehill  Wilbour,  Williams,  A.  Wilson,  N.  Wil- 
m.  and  Winn* 

NiTs—Measrs.  Gardenier  and  Hoge. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  our  Foreign  Rela- 
nas^  positively  declared,  that  there  were  hut  three  al- 
erostivea  left  to  the  United  States  by  the  belligerents : 
nbargo,  submission,  or  war. 

Of  course  the  resistance  mentioped  in  the  resolution. 
Its  intended  to  be  resistance  by  fbroe*-not  by  com- 
Krdal  restriction.  Look  forward  at  the  infidelity 
Danifested  to  the  principle,  of  this  resolution  ;  and  re- 
ktx  apou  its  disastrous  consequences.  Attempts  are 
WW  industriously  mdung  to  cast  the  public  odium 
qiOD  those,  who  eonld  not  be  driven  from  this  vrise, 
sanly  and  pledged  policy.  Do  they  deserve  it  1  Why 
n  such  attempts  made  1 

Its  Ssir  ATI— />6.  20,  1809. 

TbebiU  **  to  interdict  the  commercial  intercourse  be* 
twees  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and  France, 
lad  their  dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee 
»f  the  Whole,  and  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the 
Boom  amended. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Rsxn,  to  strike  out  of  the  11th 
Kction,  the  follow  iog  words :  '*  And  to  caus^  to  be  is* 
ned,  under  suitable  pledges  and  precautions,  letters 
rf  maique  and  reprisal  against  the  nation  thereafter 
notinuing  in  force  its  unlawful  edicts  sgainst  the 
MfflOBerce  of  the  United  States:" 

It  was  determined  in  the  negatite-^yeas  11,  nays 
H,  ai  follows : 

YK4»~Measn.  Condit,  Franklin,  Gilman,  Good- 
neh,  Hillhouee,  Lloyd,  Mathewaon,  Parker,  Pickering, 
Iteed,  and  Snmter->U. 

XArs— Messrs.  Anderson,  Crawford,  Gaillard,  Giles, 
Gregg,  HowIum),  Milledge,  Moore,  Robinson,  Smith  of 
Xtrylaad,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Tennessee, 
»fld  Turner — 14. 

February  22. 

Teas  and  Naya  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  to  inter- 
^the  eommereial  intercourse  between  the  United 
^^<«iei  and  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  their  de- 
pso^eies,  and  for  other  purposes : 

Yiis— Messrs.  Anderson,  Condit,  Ftanklin,  Gail* 
>«i  Giles,  Gregg,  Howland.  Kitchell,  Leib,  Mathew- 
KB,  Meiga,  Milledge,  Mitchill,  Moore,  Pope,  Robhison, 


1^8,  naya  2,  |  Smith-  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Ten- 
!  nessee,  Thmston,  and  Tiffin — 21. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bayard,  Crawford,  Gifanan,  Good- 
ri^,  Hillhottse,  Llo^^d,  Parker,  Piekering,  Reed,  Boa- 
ter, Turner,  and  white— 12. 


Hovia  Of  RtpRxsBHTATiTSs — Feb.  24,  1609. 

On  the  question,  that  the  House  do  concur  with  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  in  striking  out  of  the  eleventh 
section  of  the  above-mentiofied  bill  the  following 
words :  **  and  to  cause  to  beissued,  under  suitable  pledges 
and  precautions,  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  against 
the  nation  thereafter  continuing  in  force  its  unlawflil 
edicts  against  the  commerce  of  the  United  States :" 

It  was  rfsolved  in  the'  affirmative,  as  follows :  Yens 
"74,  nays  33 : 

YxAS — Messrs.  Alexander,  W.  Alaton,  Bacon,  Bar- 
ker, Bibb,  Bkckledge,  Blake,  Blount,  Boyd,  Butler, 
Champion,  Cook,  Culpeper,  Dana,  Durell,  Elliot,  Ely, 
Eppes,  Findley,  Franklin,  Garnett,  Gholson,  Goodwyn, 
Harris,  Helms,  Humphreys,  Ilsley,  R.8.  Jackson,  Jones, 
Kelly,  Kenan,  Lambert,  Lewis,  Livermore,  Lloyd, 
Lyon,  Maeon,  Marion,  Masters,  MUnor,  John  Morrow, 
Moseley,  Mumford,  Newbold,  Pugh,  Quincy, Randolph, 
Riker,  Kowan,  Sloan,  J.  K.  Smitih,  8.  Smith,  Southard, 
Stanford,  Stedman,  Storer,  Sturges,  Swart,  Taggart, 
Tallmadge,  Thompson,' Upham,  Van  Allen,  Van  Cort- 
landt.  Van  Dyke,  Van  Rensselaer,  Verplanek,  "White- 
hill,  Wilbour,  Williams,  and  Wilson— 74. 

Nats— rMeasrs.  Bard,  Bassett,  Boyle,  Brown,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  Cutts,  Deane,  Desha^  risk.  Green,  Hot- 
land,  Hoimeis,  Johnson,  Love,  McCreeiy,  John  Mont> 
gomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moere,  Newton» 
Nicholaa,  Portet,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee, J.  Richarda,  Matthias  Riehards,  Say,  Seaver, 
Smilie,  John  Smitl^,  Taylor,  Wilson,  and  Winft-^^. 

lit  Seitatb^— jFe&.  28,  1809. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill,  entitled 
'*An  act  to  interdict  the  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  Sutes  and  Great  Britain  and  France, 
and  their  dependencies,  and  for  other  purpobe&" 

On  the  queetion  to  agree  to  the  amendment  of  thto 
eleventh  section,  as  fbttowa :  Strike  out  the  words, 
"And  to  cause  to  be  tseued,  under  snitahle  pledges  and 
precautions,  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  against  the 
nation  thereafter  continuing  in  force  its  unlawful  edieta 
against  the  commerce  of  the  United  States:" 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative—yeas  17,  naya 
11,  as  follows: 

YsAS-i-Messrs..  Anderson,  Bayard,  Bradley,  Condit, 
Franklin,  Oregg,  Howland,  Kitchell,  Mathewson, 
Meigs,  Mitchill,  Parker,  Pope,  Reed,  Sumter,  Tiffin, 
and  White. 

Nats — Messrs.-  GaiHard,  Giles,  Gilman,  Goodrich, 
Hillhouse,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Milledge,  Moore,  Pickering, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of 
Tennessee,  and  Turner. 

Mr.  Erskine's  instructions  were  given  on  the  23d  of 
January,  1809,  and  his  arrangement  proclaimed  by  the 
Preaident  of  the  United  Btatea  on  the  19th  of  April, 
1809.  Thia  arrangement  was  disavowed  by  the  Brit- 
ish Government  on  the  94th  of  May,  1809. 

The  French  RambeuiUet  decree  took  place  on  the 
23d  March,  1810. 

When  Mr.  Giles  had  concluded,  Mr.  Andbh- 
SON  rose  and  addressed  the  Senate  as  follows: 

Mr.  Anderson  said,  he  wt9  not  a  little  aurpriaed 
to  hear  thegeDtieman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Giles) 
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My,  ihAi  he  was  aoprepared  to  o|>pose  aVery  qd- 
ezpected  motion,  wliea  bt,  Mr.  A.,  had  two  days 
before,  whilst  the  bill  wan  under  consideration, 
ae^ested  his  intention,  in  his  place,  to  make  the 
motion  be  had  now  made ;  upon  which  the  honor- 
able roember  expressed  a  wish  (o  postpone  the  con- 
aideration  of  the  questton,and  immediately  moved 
the  postponement  of  the  hill,  which  waa  not  op- 
posed, and  of  course  prevailed.  Mr.  A.  said,  that 
the  motion  was  not.  therefore,  made  without  due 
notice,  and,  he  would  add.  without  due  consider-, 
atiou.  He  had  consulted  with  a  number  of  the 
members  of  this  honorable  body,  for  whose  judg- 
ment and  opinions  he  had  great  respect,  and  with 
whose  approbation,  and  he  mi?ht  indeed  add,  at 
whose  instance,  the  motion  had  been  made.  He 
was,  however,  himself  ready  and  willing  to  meet 
all  the  responsibility  that  might  attach  to  it ;  not- 
withstanding the  surprise  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber as  to  the  quarter  from  which  it  had  come. 

Mr.  A.  said,  he  should  not  pretend  to  reply  to 
all  the  various  observations  the  gentleman^  bad 
thought  proper  to  make,  very  many  of  which  he 
considered  altogether  irrelevant  to  the  question 
under  consideration,  but  which  might,  perhaps, 
answer  some  other  purpose,  which  the  honorable 
member  mifrht  have  in  view. 

Mr.  A.  said,  he  was  as  strongly  impressed  with 
the  necessity  of  a  sufficient  force,  for  the  inva* 
aion  of  Canada,  as  the  gentleman  from  Vtrginia 
cottM  possibly  be,  and  not  a  single  ext>ression  had 
escaped  him  to  induce  a  belief  that  he  should  be 
VttwttliDg  to  vote  a  proper  and  ample  force  for 
that  service;  but  he  differed  greatly  with  the 
gentleman  as  to  the  kind  of  force  we  ought  im- 
mediately to  employ.  The  honorable  member 
appeared  to  place  his  sole  depeodence  upon  the 
regular  troops;  and  yet.  if  he  understood  his  ar- 
gument, be  was  decidedly  io  favor  of  making  a 
descent  upon  Canada  early  in  the  Spring.  As 
€0  the  time,  Mr.  A.  agreed  with  him  ;  but  as  to 
the  means,  he  certainly  dtfiered  very  greatly  from 
him.  The  number  or  regulars  contemplated  by 
the  gentleman  could  not  possibly  be  raised  within 
the  time;  he  was  therefore  of  opinion,  that  a  less 
number  ought  tobe  inserted  in  the  bilL  It  should 
be  recollected  that  we  had  very  recently  author- 
ized the  regiments  on  the  Peace  Establishment  to 
be  filled  ;  thev  Would  require  at  least  6,000  men$ 
add  thereto  25,000  more,  the  number  proposed  by 
the  honorable  member,  and  he  would  ask  him 
to  answer  candidly,  whether  he  really  believed 
that  so  great  a  number  of  regular  troops  could  be 
enlisted  within  the  time  required  for  the  service 
to  be  performed.  Mr.  A.  said,  impressed,  as  he 
was,  with  a  firm  belief  that  not  more  than  half 
the  number  proposed  by  the  honorable  member 
4M>ttld  be  enlifted  within  the  time  they  must  take 
the  field  in  order  to  act  efficiently  against  Cana- 
da, he  could  not  see  the  propriety  of  retaining  the 
wfkole  number  eootemplated  by  the  bill.  Mr.  A. 
said,  it  must  be  well  known  to  every  gentleman, 
that  the  invasion  of  Canada  most  necessarily 
lake  place  before  the  breaking  up  of  the  ice  in 
the  tiver  St.  Lawrence ;  otherwise,  twice  25,000 
would  bereqaifvd-^beeaoae  large  veinforcemnhts, 
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As  soon  as  an  opportunity  presented,  would 
certainly  be  thrown  into  that  country.    Mr. 
said,  upon  a  fair  view  of  the  whole  subject,  as 
presented  itself  to  him,  he  was  decidedly  of  opii 
ion  that  the  number  of  regular  troops  to  be  rail 
by  that  bill  ought  not  to  eteeed  16,000;  and 
had  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  in  his  opio 
as  efficient  a  force  would  be  raised  under  suck 
provision  within  the  tiine  limited  for  taking 
neld^  as  would  be  raised  Were  the  present  ou 
her  in  the  bill  retained — and  in  the  former  ed 
we  should  prove  to  our  enemies,  that  wewd 
able  to  raise  such  a  number  of  regular  troopsi 
might  be  wanted  upon  a  sudden  emergency ;  fai 
in  the  latter,  we  should  not  be  able  to  make  ' 
same  exhibit.    What  then  would  be  the  co 
quence  ?    You  would  give  a  most  mortifji 
proof  that  your  means  were  not  commensa 
to  your  ends  j  that  your  plan  had  been  badly 
gested,  and  worse  executed.    And   surely  t 
gentlemen  can  have  no  desire  to  pr^seoi  sai 
a  state  of  things,  at  the  very  moment  when 
the  energies  of  the  nation  seem  to  be  requ 
Mr.  A.  said,  to  avoid  this  extraordinary  ezhi 
was  also  one  of  his  objects ;   and  this,  id 
opinion,  could  be  done  by  taking  the  course 
had  contemplated  ;  reduce  the  number  of  rej, 
lars,  and  supply  the  deficiency  by   volunteer 
Thist  he   firmly  believed,  was  in   our  powe 
Combine  the  two  corps;  take  nearly  an  eqv 
number  of  each  ;  and  the  object  intended  cod 
•be"  effected.     Mr.  A.  said,  he  was  conrincc 
that  it  was  the  mode  the  President  had  coote 
plated,  and  he  entirely  approved  it ;   and  if 
honorable  member  had  attended  to  another  part 
the  President's  Messasre  where  it  speaks  of  vol 
teers.  he  must  himselfhave  been  convinced,  t 
the  President  did  not  mean  to  make  the  desc 
trpon  Canada  with  the  10,000  regulars  only ;  vbi^ 
had  been  understood,  as  the  gentleman  had  statd 
to  be  the  auxiliary  force  re/erred  to  in  the  Mel 
sage.    The  object  of  the  President  cannot  be  b^ 
ter  explained  than  by  referring  to  the  Me«sa^ 
itself.     He  says — "1  recommend,    accordiogli 

*  that  adeouate  provision  be  made  lor  filling  lii 
^  ranks  and  proloogin|[  the  enlistments  of  the  regi 

*  lar  troops ;  for  an  auxiliary  force,  to  be  engaged  A 

*  a  ipore  limited  time;  for  the  acceptance  of  to 
'  unteer  corps,  whose  patriotic  ardor  may  court 
'  participation  in  urgent  services."  The  manm 
in  which  the  President  speaks  of  the  volaoteer 
can  leave  no  doubt  upon  the  mind  of  any  ooet 
to  the  service  in  whtnh  they  were  to  be  en 
ployed — they  are  evidently  intended  to  be  uoitc 
with  the  regular  troops,  to  perform  urgent  se 
vices,  according  to  the  express  language  of  il 
Message.  Mr.  A.  would  a&k  the  honorable  men 
ber,  what  was  the  urgeot  service  meant  by  (h 
President  ?  Most  certainly, a  descent  upon  Cai 
ada,  in  which  the  regulars  and  volanteers  wei 
equally  to  participate.  Why  then,  the  honoi 
able  member  had  taken  so  much  pains  to  piov 
that  the  10,000  regulars  were  the  only  militar 
force  with  which  the  President  bad  intended  t 
netform  the  urgent  service  referred  to  in  bi 
Mcamge,  Mr.  A.  was  at  a  loss  to  compreheod 
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be  understood  the  Messagre  and  the  object  of* 
my  diSereatly  ;  and  he  should  have  expected 
It  (he  caodor  of  the  hooorable  meoiber  would 
ve  induced  him  to  have  civea  the  Message  a 
r  ioierpfetatton.  That  he  had  Efot  done  so, 
ni  be  supposed  to  proceed  from  this  recient  but 
ry  siroog  attachment  to  a  regular  miiitarf  force, 
oyiiiti  auti- republican  this  doctfine  had  form- 
ly  been,  it  seemed  now  to  be  viewed  ihrooi{h  a 
fireot  medium  by;  the  honorable  member  from 
irgiois.  Mr.  A.  said,  that  having,  as  he  thought, 
Qred,  by  a  fair  interpretation  of  the  President's 
e$sage,that  be  intended  to  unite  the  volunteers 
bat  might  be  thought  requisite)  with  the  regu- 
r(roopt,to  perform  the  urgent  services  of  which 
!  speaks,  be  would  endeavor  to  present  a  fair 
td  impartial  view  of  the  conrse  recommended 
r  the  President,  and  compare  it  with  the  course 
hicb  bad  been  taken  and  so  strenOoasly  sup- 
orted  by  ibe  honorable  member  from  Yiq^inia. 
'be  President  bad  recommended  the  raising  of 
Haoteers;  and  it  was  lAcidentally  made  known, 
at  the  auxiliary  force  spoken  of,  was  10,000 
igolar  troops.  If  then  provision  had  been  im* 
fdiately  made  by  the  law  for  raising  10,000  reg- 
hr  troops,  and  also  for  raising  volunteers,  those 
oops  DOW  would  be  in  a  stale  of  preparation  ; 
considerable  number  of  the  regular  troops  would 
e  DOW  bare  been  enlisted,  and  the  chance  of 
ettiog  tbe  whole  number  greatly  increased.  If 
be  bad  been  afforded,  as  it  ought  to  have  been, 
|e  laws  passed  within  two  or  three  weeks  aAer 
«Dgress  met;  which  might  have  been  done,  a  suf- 
eieot  regular  force  would,  in  all  probability,  have 
ko  Id  a  state  of  readiness  in  all  the  month  of 
ipil;  and  the  number'  of  volunteers  which 
ught  hare  been  required  to  make  up  the  neces- 
»i)f  force,  would  no  doubt  long  since  nave  offered. 
heir  lerviees,  and  the  whole  have  been  in  a  state 
a  preparation  to  uke  the  field  in  time  to  have 
erformed  the  arduous  .service  contemplated  by 
u  President.  But,  instead  of  that  course  having 
m  pursued,  what  has  been  done?  Your  first 
lilitary  bill,  reported  only  a  few  days  ago,  ia 
WW  under  consideration :  the  session  now  al- 
>o$t  bair  expired,  and,  at  this  late  period,  the 
loaorable  member,  to  whom,  as  chairraan  of  the 
i>!omit(ee,  dbc.,  the  whole  management  of  the 
mlitary  business  was  referred,  insists  spon  rais- 
H^fiOO  regular  troops,  whose  duty  it  shall  he 
^make  a  descent  upon  Canada,  in  all  the  month 
aMajf.  Can  the  gentleman  be  serious  1  Does 
^e  Wiere  it  practicable  1  If  he  does,  Mr.  A. 
«id,  he  should  be  obliged  to  believe,  that  the 
wDorabie  member  was  in<  earnest  some  days  ago, 
v^u  he  assured  the  Senate  that  he  knew  very 
wile  of  military  afikirs.  Mr.  A.  said,  from  the 
jjoofswe  have  repeatedly  had,  of  the  difficulty 
If  obtainiog  men  by  enlistment  for  so  long  a  time 
^&7e  years,  and  the  want  in  our  country  of  those 
t^ds  of  materials  of  which  i:egular  troops  are 
f*ii«.  he  did  not  believe  that  one-half  the  num< 
^r  proposed  to  be  raised  by  the  bill  could  be  en- 
f edwubin  tbe  time  required,  Mr.  A.  said,  al- 
^^^^  he  was  not  as  much  in  tbe  habit  of 
?rcpbesyiDg  as  the  honorable  men^ber,  he  would, 


under  all  circuautaoees,  adveAtnre  to  predict,  that 
tbe  scheme  of  now  raising  twenty -five  thousand 
regular  troops,  to  perform  the  arduous  service 
contemplated  in  the  President's  Message,  would 
entirely  fail,  and  that  tbe  course  pointed  obt  by 
the  President  must  at  la»t  be  adopted ;  that  is,  to 
unite  volunteers  with  regular  troops. 

Mr.  A.  said  he  trusted  that  ihelionorable  mem* 
ber  and  himself  had  in  view  the  same  object,  hot 
differed  aa  to  tbe  means  of  carrying  it  into  effect* 
The  means  proposed  by  the  honorable  member 
were  regular  troops  only.  If  then  the  bill  should 
pass  to  raise  25,000,  entire  dependence  woold^ 
m  all  probability,  be  placed  upon  the  regular 
troops,  ordered  to  be  raieed  ;  the  consequence,  aa 
be  had  before  said,  would  be,  that  the  whole  obp 
ject  must  fail.  He  was.  therefor^  for  taking  the 
regular  troops  that  could  be  raised  m  time,  and 
supplying  the  additional  number  of  men,  which 
migh.t  be  wanted,  by  volunteers— fifteen  or  twenty 
thousaiid  of  whom  conld,  he  bad  no  donbi,  ho 
brdoght  into  the  field,  before  ten  thousand  of  tbe 
regular  troops,  contemplated  by  the  bill,  coohl  be 
enlisted.  By  this  mode  (notwithstanding  so  mucb 
time  had  been  lost)  an  efiictent  oxms  might  be 
yet  provided. in  time  to  carry  into  effect  tbe  ob* 
jects  of  the  Qovernment,  whicl^Mn  A.  said^  hn 
did  not  believe  could  or  would  be  done,  if  depen* 
dence  were  placed  upon  tbe  regular  troops.  Not* 
withstanding  the  little  confidence  which  thehon* 
orable  member  seems  disposed  to  place  in  tbe  vol- 
unteersj  Mr.  A.  said,  he  had  no  hesitation  in  giv* 
ing  it,  as  his  most  decided  opinion,  that  at  least 
as  much  dependonce  might  be  plaeed  upon  th» 
volunteers,  as  upon  the  newly  raised  tegular 
troops.  Tbe  volunteers  would  have  tbe  same 
chanceof  discipline  that  the  new  regulars,  would 
have.  A  sufficient  number  of  those  who  offered 
their  services  might  be  called  into  the  field,  aa 
early  as  the  season  would  admit,  and  placed  un* 
der  strict  discipline :  to  which  for  their  own  hon« 
or  tbey  would  readily  submtt-^nay,  require,  if 
left  to  their  own  choice ;  for  the  first  object  they 
would  have  in  view  would  be  to  acquire  military- 
skill ;  and  tbey  would  not  only  be  very  soon  pre« 
pared  to  perlBrm  field  duty,  but  might  entirely  be 
depended  upon  for  any  other  service.  Witnesa 
the  prowess  of  the  volunteers  at  the  battle  of  the. 
WabaKh,aod  these  had  not  been  disciplined  at 
all.  Mr.  A.  said,  he  expected  the  honorable  mem* 
ber  would  admit,  that  the  materials  of  which  the 
volunteers  would  be  composed,  would  be  at  least 
equal  to  those  of  which  the  regular  troops  would 
be  formed  ^  and  tbe  officers  of  the  volunteer  corpa 
being  appointed  by  tbe  President,  would,  he  had 
no  doubt,  laithfu^y  perform  their  doty.  Thosei 
said  Mr*  A.,  are  completely  in  our  power ;  and  h« 
considered  it  our  best  policy,  as  well  asiourdut^, 
to  bring  them  into  action.  Mr.  A.  said  in  addi* 
tion  to  the  efficieney  of  the  means  which  he  pro* 
posed  to  bring  into  the  field,  it  would  have 
one  verj  considerable  advantage  over  the  regular 
army  of  the  hooorable  member.  It  would  be  more 
conformable  to  the  true  principles  of  the  Consti* 

itution,  and  would  consequently  be  more  accepta- 
ble to  the  nation.  The  confidence  with  which  be 
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bad  spoken  of  Tolantaers^  was  aoc  foanded  upon 
visioDary  theory,  but  practical  ex perteoce;  be  bad 
ofteo,  in  the  Revolutioa,  bad  opportantty  to  wit- 
ness tbeir  military  ardor  and  persevering  firoiness; 
on  two  occaMons  in  particular,  the  one  at  Con- 
necticut Farms,  tbe  other  at  Springfieldj  in  the 
Spriog  of  1780.  The  enemy  had  advanced,  in 
force  about  two  thousand,  to  a  place  called  Con- 
necticut Farms,  about  four  miles  from  Elizabeth- 
town,  in  New  Jersey.  The  only  troops  that  were 
within  striking  distance  to  oppose  this  force,  was 
tbe  brigade  of  Jersey  Regulars,  containing  then 
about  a  thousand  men ;  many  volunteers,  bow- 
ever,  flocked  to  their  standard — the  enemy  were 
met  by  this  force — a  battle  ensued — the  American 
army  had  tbe  advantage  of  the  ground ;  but  the 
right  wing  of  tbe  enemy  extended  so  far,  that  if 
not  suddenly  checked,  it  would  have  enabled  them 
to  have  flanked  our  left.  It  was  necessary  to  pre- 
vent it — services  of  this  kind  must  be  promptly 
rendered;  four  hundred  regulars  and  two  hundred 
volunteers  were  ordered  to  execute  it ;  no  more 
could  be  spared  from  the  line*  A  good  position 
alone  could  have  justified  the  attempt,  with  the 
disparity  of  numbers.  It  was  first  made  by  man- 
oeuvre, but  it  wassoon  found  it  could  only  ^  done 
with  the  bayonet.  A  determined  charge  was 
made,  and  it  was  successful ;  the  enemy  were  re- 
pulsed ;  the  volunteers  were  upon  the  left ;  not  a 
man  broke  his  ranks.  Some  brave  fellows  fell, 
but  their  places  were  imnkediately  filled  ;  all  be- 
baved  with  thefirmaess  of  veterans.  Tbe  next  day, 
those  troops  bad  the  thanks  of  General  Wasb- 
iNOTON  in  general  orders.  The  volunteers  bad 
only  joined  the  regulars  a  few  days  before  the  ac- 
tion. In  about  two  weeks  after,  tbe  enemy  ad- 
vanced in  greater  force — about  five  thousand — the 
troops  who  had  been  in  tbe  former  action  had 
kept  their  position  where  the  battle  bad  been 
fought ;  it  was  advantageous  for  an  inferior  force ; 
it  was  a  defile,  covered  for  some  distance  on  the 
right  by  a  morass ;  on  the  left  it  was  not  well  pro- 
tected. Against  this  position,  tbe  enemy  again 
advanced ;  and,  by  their  increased  numbers,  they 
were  enabled  to  extend  their  right  wing  so  far  a» 
completely  to  turn  our  left.  We  were  obliged  to 
retreat ;  but  not  without  having  kept  the  enemy 
a  considerable  time  in  check.  You  know,  Mr. 
President,  there  is  no  situation  so  trying  to  tbe 
bravery  and  firmness  of  troops,  as  a  retreat  (for 
eten  you,  sir,  I  believe,  bad  to  retreat  sometimes.) 
The  volunteers,  upon  this  occasion,  behaved  like 
themselves*,  a  sullen,  indignant  step,  marked 
their  movements ;  and  from  the  mouths  of  their 

tuns  tbey  spoke  lo  the  enemy  tbe  language  of  de- 
ance ;  the  enemy  did  not  advance  one  mile,  be- 
fore a  fortunate  position,  supported  by  determined 
braverv,  enabled  the  uniteu  force  of'  tbe  regulars 
and  volunteers  to  arrest  their  progress  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  day.  This  day's  action  began  with 
tbe  dawn  of  the  morning,  and  continued  until  the 
setting  of  tbe  son,  when  tbe  enemy  fell  back  to 
uke  a  secure  position  against  the  expected  at- 
tacks of  the  night.  Durinff  tbe  whole  of  this 
day's  action,  the  volunteers  kept  the  stations  as- 
si^ed  them,  whicb  they  sui tamed  with  as  much 


firmness  as  the  regular  troops.  Many  of  theq 
were  killed  and  wounded.  Among  the  nonbei 
were  said  to  be  seven  of  one  family  cooupxioq 
brothers,  brothers-in-law,  and  cousins;  several  a 
whom  be  had  himself  seen  after  ibe  actios 
Scenes  like  this,  Mr.  President,  (said  Mr.  A..)  a 
which  he  bad  been  an  eye-witness,  and  in  whici 
he  claimed  some  participation,  bad  given  him  m 
confidence  in  volunteers,  whicb  he  bad  eviocM 
to  the  Senate  in  the  course  of  bis  observation^ 
and  which;  he  said,  should  never  cease  but  wid 
bis  existence.  They  are,  sir,  the  best  milituj 
materials  in  your  country— they  are  the  floirerq 
your  forests ;  they  ought  not  to  be  thrown  int^ 
the  back-ground,  the  better  to  enable  tbe  honor 
able  member  from  Virginia  to  present  his  rego 
lars  in  front. 

Mr.  AxfOfiBSON  said.  I  have  stated,  Mr.  Fmv 
dent,  perhaps  with  some  warmth,  tbe  grouodj 
upon  which  my  confidence  in  volunteers  has  be«i 
founded ;  and  be  it  remembered,  said  Mr.  A.,  ths 
tbey  were  militia  volunteers.  He  said,  he  oagh 
to  have  stated,  that  the  enemy  they  bad  encoaa 
tered,  was  composed  of  regulars  and  Hessians- 
the  whole  under  tbe  command  of  tbe  Hessiii 
General  Knypbausen.  Mr.  A.  said  the  ▼olunteef 
he  now  proposed  raising  he  would  have  engaged 
for  nine  or  twelve  months,  from  the  time  of  thei 
reaching  the  place  of  general  rendezvous.  Th«] 
should  be  engaged  by  officers  to  be  appointed  b| 
the  President,. under  such  regulations  (of  course! 
as  might  be  provided  by  law;  but  which  couh 
not  now  be  well  detailed.  I 

Mr.  A.  said,  he  should  now  offer  some  obserri 
tions  upon  tbe  number  of  troops  that  ought  to  Im 
employed.  He  said  (hat  tbe  invasion  of  Caoad 
was  not  now  contemplated  for  the  first  time— » 
bad  often  been  a  subject  of  conversation,  wheal 
ever  there  had  been  any  prospect  of  a  war  witj 
England.  It  has  been  considered  as  tbe  most  coij 
veoient  means  upon  which  we  could  make  repn 
sal.  and  thereby  obtain  some  small  reparation  fo 
the  many  losses  and  injuries,  which  have  beei 
sustained  from  the  depredations  committed  opoi 
the  honor  and  interests  of  the  nation.  Mr.  A 
said,  that  upon  different  occasions,  he  had  alwar 
given  it  as  his  opinion,  that  a  descent  upon  Cana 
da  ought  never  to  be  attempted  with  a  force  o 
less  than  twenty-five  thousand  men ;  that  such 
force  would  make  an  awful  impression — aoi 
would,  in  all  probability,  save  many  vaiuabl 
lives ;  as  no  opposing  force,  in  tbe  usual  state  o 
the  country,  would  be  able  to  meet  it  in  the  field 
Mr.  A.  said,  he  repeated,  that  no  expression  ba< 
escaped  him,  either  in  public  debate  or  in  privai 
conversation,  to  justify, tbe  insinuations  made  b 
tbe  gentleman,  that  he  was  unwilling  to  vote 
suflicient  force  for  the  invasion  of  Canada.  Oi 
the  contrary,  he  believed  that  no  man  who  ha( 
seen  active  military  service,  and  who  had  ao 
knowledge  of  tbe  situation  and  state  of  that  cooo 
try,  would  say  that  it  would  be  prudent  or  safe 
to  make  a  descent  upon- Canada,  with  a  force  o 
less  than  twenty-five  thousand  men;  peculia 
circufMtanctB  might,  however,  render  it  necessa 
ry,  to  attempt  with  a  smaller  number,  and  depeo* 
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an  immediate  aupplies  beiog  furnished,  to  sus* 
o  the  groQiid  that  miifht  be  aeqaired.  Mr.  A. 
d,  the  hoDonible  member  had  intimated  that 
had  not  tmken  into  consideration  the  peculiar 
Qation  of  the  United  States  in  relation  to  the 
oridas,  and  the  other  parts  of  the  Southern  and 
'estern  frontiers.  He  said  he  was  much  indebted 
the  honomble  member,  for  erineing  so  much 
terest  for  tho^e  sections  of  the  Union ;  but,  Mr. 
.  said,  he  eoosidered  those  already  provided  for, 
the  proTisioD  made  to  fill  up  the  regiments  on 
e  establishment,  which,  when  complete,  would 
loont  to  ten  thousand  itien  ;  this  number  will 
quite  competent  to  all  the  <)bjects f^uggested  by 
c  honorable  member,  and  it  had  not  been  eon- 
nplaied^  that  he  had  heard,  to  remove  any  of 
ese  troops  from  the  South  or  West;  consequently 
e  situation  of  those  parts  of  the  Union  can  have 
>  relation  to  the  number  of  men  to  be  raised  by 
le  bi/1  under  consideration.  These  troops  are 
tderstood  to  be  exclusively  for  the  Northern  sec- 
m — and  with  that  express  view  they  are  to  be 
ised.  Mr.  A.  said,  before  he  quitted  the  subject 
(he  Southern  and  Western  frontier,  he  felt  him- 
if  constrained  to  take  notice  of  some  very  eztra- 
dinary  language,  used-  by  the  honorable  mem- 
r  in  relation  to  the  intentions  of  the  late  and 
esent  Presidents,  respectiner  the  city  of  Orleans, 
the  event  of  a  war  with  England.  It  was  ex- 
rmely  paiofal  to  doubt  the  correctness  of  any 
nileman's  statement;  but  this  was  of  so  very 
itraordinary  a  character,  that  in  doty  to  the  sec- 
Mi  of  the  cobntry  he  represented,  and  from  the 
spect  doe  to  thbse  distinguished  characters,  Mr. 
.said  he  considered  himself  bound  to  take*no- 
ce.  in  a  particular  manner,  of  the  assertions 
ksdeby  the  honorable  member  from  Virginia. 
Ir.  A.  said,  the  words  -had  very  much  surprised 
im  when  he  heard  them  uttered;  and  he  had 
oroediatdy  written  them  down. 
The  honorable  member  has  said,  that  he  did 
now.  that  in  the  event  of  a  war  it  was  theinten- 
on  of  the  late  President  to  let  the  English  take 
rleans  without  opposition,  and  leave  it  to  the 
Western  people  to  retake  it  themselves ;  and  he 
id  believe  that  it  was  the  intention  of  th^  present 
iministration  to  act  in  the  same  way.  [Mr. 
fiLEs  attempted  t6  explain  ;  but  Mr.  A.  insisted 
lat  the  words,  as  he  had  taken  them  down,  were 
orreet,  for  whic h  he  a  ppealed  to  the  House.  Mr. 
r.  desisted  from  making  any  further  attempt  at 
cplaoation,  and  Mr.  A-  pr6ceeded.]  If,  sir,  said 
Ir.  A..  I  conld  believe  the  late  President  of  the 
failed  Stated  capable  of  such  an  act ;  capable  of 
»  deliberate  an  infringement  of  the  letter  and 
pirtt  of  the  Constitution,  and  all  the  moral  and 
olitieal  obligations  by  which  he  was  bound  to  his 
ooQtry  and  to  his  duty.  I  should  not  hesitate  to 
ty,  that  all  his  well-earned  fame  ought  to  be  for- 
iver  merged  in  such  an  atroeioos  contemplated 
^  But,  said  Mr.  A.,  knowing,  as  I  do.  the  mo- 
iTo  and  views  by  which  the  late  President  had 
>een  iniformly  actuated  with  respect  to  the  whole 
^estern  country,  I  have  very  solid  reason  to  be- 
iere  he  never  contemplated,  nor  was  he  capable 
>f  committing  so  daring  an  outrage  on  the  rights 


and  interests  of  the  whole  Western  section  of  the 
Union.     What,  Mr.  President,  would  any  one  of 
the  old  States  say,  at  thus  being  thrown  out  of  the 
protection  of  the  Union  ?    Nay,  what  would  be 
the  impulse  of  the  nation  were  the  President  ca- 
pable of  declaring,  that  in  the  event  ol  a  war  with 
an  enemy,  no  matter  whom,  he  would  leave  either 
Philadelphia,  New  York,  or  Boston,  without  of- 
fering any  defence,  to  be  taken  possession  of  by 
the  army  of  the  enemy,  and  leave  it  to  the  citi- 
zens of  the  State  whose  town  should  be  thus  oc- 
cupied, to  retake  it  themselves?    Sir,  the  indigo 
nation  of  those  people,  and  of  the  nation,  would 
rise  to  such  a  height,  that  whatever  respect,  esteem, 
or  veneration  they  may  have  had  for  him,  all 
would  be  instantly  swept  from  their  bosoms,  and 
he  would  be  hurled  from  their  confidence  forever. 
But,  said  Mr.  A.,  the  well-earned  fame  of  our  late 
illustrious  Chief,  is  his  shield  and  his  buckler,  as 
well  upon  this,  as  it  has  been  upon  many  other 
occasions ;  and  an  elucidation  of  facts  will  test 
the  Correctness  of  the  assertion  made  by  the  hon- 
orable member  from  Vimnia.    If,  Mr.  President, 
there  was  any  one  part  of  the  United  States  dearer 
to  the  late  President  than  any  other,  in  a  national 
point  of  view,  Mr.  A.  said,  he  should  naturally 
suppose  it  was  New  Orleans.    It  was,  as  it  were, 
his  own  begotten  child ;  he  had  nursed  it  in  its 
infancy,  and  had  almost  reared  it  to  manhood. 
Sir,  he  could  never  forsake  it ;  much  less  could 
he  voluntarily  surrender  it,  to  be  sacked  and  plun- 
dered, as  it  most  certainly  would  be,  by  a  mercen- 
ary foe.    I  Wilt  now,  Mr.  President,  examine  some 
facts,  said  Mr.  A.,  which  have  a  strong  bearing 
upon  the  assertion  made  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber from  Virginia.    It  would  be  recollected  by 
every  honorable  member  upon  this  flo6r,  that  some 
few  years  ago.  when  it  was  understood  that  Gen- 
eral Prevost,  with  a  body  of  troops,  had  sailed 
from  Halifax,  with  intent,  as  it  was  expected,  for 
the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  the  theu  President 
apprehended  the  movement  might  possibly  be  to 
possess  Orleans.    What  was  the  conduct  of  the 
President  upon  that  occasion?    Did  he  leave  it 
defeneelesa  for  the  enemy  to  take  ?    No,  sir ;  he 
immediatelv  gave  orders  for  all  the  troops  that 
could  be  collected  within  almost  any  reasonable 
distance,  to  march  immediately  for  the  protection 
of  the  place ;  and  those  that  were  near  the  sea- 
board were  instantly  transported  by  water;  and 
eitfj  exertion  was  made  to  throw  a  sufficient 
force  into  Orleans  and  its  vieiniry,  to  afford  it  the 
most  ample  protection.     This,   sir,    happened 
shortly  before  the  President  went  out  of  office ; 
and  no  other  occasion  presented  itself  of  evincing 
his  good  disposition  towards  that  portion  of  the 
Union,  until  he  was  succeeded  by  the  present 
Chief  Maffistrate,  who  has  also  been  measurably 
implicated  in  the  same  charge,  by  the  honorable 
member;  bnt>of  this  he  has  only  expressed  hts 
belief;  he  has  not,  however,  told  us  upon  what 
that  belief  is  founded.    Inasmuch  then,  Mr.  Pre- 
sident, as  the  charge  exists  only  In  the  belief  of 
the  honorable  member,  it  is  fair  to  presume  pu- 
rity of  ituention  on  the  part  of  the  Executive 
until  the  oootrary  shall  appear ;  and  this,  Mr.  A 
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said,  he  &U.  estireiy  eoofidtot  never  would  ap* 
pear.  Tbe  aniform  leoor  of  the  President's  mor* 
al  aod  poiilicai  rectitude,  were  ample  vouchers 
for  the  correctness  of  his  motives,  and  the  purity 
of  his  inteotioDs.  Mr.  A.  said,  so  far  as  we  have 
had  an  opportuoity  'of  judging:  of  the  disposition 
of  the  present  Chief  Magistrate,  in  relation  to  the 
protection  of  Orleans,  we  had  not  the  smallest 
reason  to  doubt  tbe  purity  of  hiis  intentions;  aad 
he  had  entire  confidence,  should  an  occasion  pre- 
sent, that  the  President  would  faiihfully^abty,  and 
impartially  discharge  the  duties  he  owed  to  every 
part  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  A.  said  the  observations  of  tbe  hpoorable 
member^  reqiectiog  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, the  financial  department,  and  the  Adminis- 
nation  ss  eonnectfd  with  it,  required-and  should 
receive  an  answer.  Mr.  A.  said  he  considered 
himself  peculiarly  bound  to  support  tbe  Secretary, 
as  be  had  been  tbe  innocent  eause,  bv  introducing 
him  into  tbe  debate,  in  the  course  of  the  obserta- 
tions  he  had  made,  in  support  of  his  motion,  and 
thereby  bringing  upon  him  tbe  aaimadversioDs, 
which  the  honorable  member  had  taken  oceasion 
to  make.  His  attack  upop  tbe  Secretary  h  of  a 
singular  kind  ;  he  does  not  impeach  a  single  offi* 
cialact  of  that  officer,  but  throws  out  vague  in- 
sinuations, in  so  untangible  a  shape  as  almost  to 
defy  an  inquiry  inio  their  truth.  The  omeiai 
acts  of  a  public  offic>r  are  always  free  subjects  of 
investigation  and  discussion ;  but,  does  it  comport 
with  the  dignity  of  a  member  o(  this  body,  to  as* 
perse  without  proof,  not  his  acts,  but  bis  supposed 
opinions?  The  hooomble  member  presumes  the 
Secretary  gave  his  assent  to  the  repeal  of  tbe  salt 
tax^-opon  what  authority  does'  be  found  his  opin- 
ion of  tbe  Secretary  ?  No  proof  can  be  given  of 
it.  Mr.  A.  said,  he  had  always  underatrnxl  that 
tbe  Secretary  was  opposed  to  the  repeal  of  that 
tax.  His  numerous  reports  prove  the  fact ;  in  all 
of  which,  if  they  are  exaouned,  it  will  be  found 
that  he  considered  that  duty  as  one  of  the  bran* 
ches  of  revenue  upon  whicb-  he  relied.  But 
there  would  be  no,  criminality,  if  we  were  (o  sup- 
pose that  the  Secretary  bad  joined  in  tbe  general 
opinion  and  given  his  assent  to  the  repeal;  as  weU 
as  the  hpaorabio  member  has  done ;  the  fact,  how- 
ever, Mr.  A.'averred  to  be  otherwise.  That  offi* 
cer  must  be  supposed  more  alive  to  everything 
connected  with  the  Treaaury,  than  other  mem- 
bers oi  the  Government.  So  far  had  tbe  Secre- 
tary carried  this  feeling  toward  the  Treasury,  that 
he  was  not  only  opposed  to  the  repeal  of  the  salt 
tax,  but  Mr/  A*  had  always  understood  that  he 
was  opposed  to  the  repeal  of  the  internal  taxes  at 
the  time  they  took  place;  with  a  view  no  doubt 
not  only  to  be  able  to  meet  all  the  demands  that 
could  l»e  legally  made  upon  the  Treasury,  but  to 
procure  a  surplus  to  meet  any  contingency  that 
the  peculiar  slate  of  our  foreign  relations  might 
demand.  How  then  the  honorable  member  can 
charge  the  Secretary  with  the  deficiency  which 
the  salt  tax  would  have  prevented,  according  to 
the  gentleman's  calculation,  Mr.  A.  said  he  was 
at  a  loss  to  know,  Tbe  honorable  member  ought 
more  properly  to  charge  hta  own  eomplaiaance 


with  the  gKat  deficit  which  he  aeems  so  anii( 
io  charge  to  4he  Secretanr*  The  Secretary  vaj 
opposed  to  the  vepeal  of  the  «aU  tax,  from  hi 
opmion  of  tbe  correctness  of  it.  The  honorabi 
member  was  also  opposed  to  it,  for  the  same 
son;  but  from-  complaisance,  he  himself  tells 
he  voted  for  the  repeal.  He  then,  and  not  i! 
Secretary,  is  answerable  to  the  Treasury  for  tii 
great  loss  sustained  by  the  repeal  of  that  tax ;  fo 
he  has  told  us,  chat  its  repeal  depended  upon  lii 
single  vote ;  and  that  that  rote  he  gave  from  coo 
plaisattce.  not  from  a  conviction  of  iucorrectaea 
The  honorable  member  charges  the  Treasar 
Department,  with  a  reoession  from  tbedifficnliic 
of  the  nation  during  the  last  three  years,  and  will 
the  unwillingness  of  the  Secretary  u>  afford 
usefulness  of  hi$  talents  to  Qoveromeat.  Mr. 
said  he  could  not  well  underscajid.tbe  meaniof 
this  charge,  as  the  honomble  member  acknov 
edges  that  Government  had  not  called  on  the  See 
retary  for  greater  exertions.  Mn  A.  said  be  woab 
ask  the  honorable  member — ia  what  do  that  n 
cession  aod  unwillingness  consist  ?  Hare  not  tl 
the  duties  of  the  office  been  perforsied  ?  Has  ts 
Secretary  ever  shrunk  from  responsibility  upon  aoj 
occasion,  or  declined  answering  to  the  fullest  exl 
tent  any  of  the  calls  made  upon  him  by  Coogresi 
either  for  information  or  opinion  1  Uas  he  n« 
carried  the  finaftcial  bark -safely  to  this  moineoj 
notwithstanding  the  difficulties  of  the  tioaes 
Have  not  all  the  public  engagements  been  fulfiUeiu 
all  the  increased  expenses-  been  defrayed;  nm 
withstanding  the  decrease  of  revenue,  occasions 
by  the  state  of  our  foreign  i«latibn«  ?  What  \ 
then*  meant  byreeeasion?  Does  the  honoraU 
member  mean  to  aay,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  \U 
Secretary  to  point  out  new  branches  of  revenoe 
while  those  already  existing  were  sufficieot  t 
defray  the  expense  authorized  by  law?  At  m 
moment,  while  we  are  acting  on  the  subject  of  tb 
Army,whith  will  (greatly)  more  than  double  tb 
public  expenses,  the  honorable  member  doe;s  na 
deign  to  inquire  into  the  ways  atid  means,  a 
scoots  the  very  idea,  and  finds  great  fault  wit 
hrm  (Mr.  A.)  because  he  pres«tmed  to  make  &om 
in^iryinta  the  present  state  of  the  National  Tred 
sury.  Whether  we  now  vote  six  or  ten  regimeo^ 
of  infantry,  with  the  addition  of  those  of  artilien 
aad  horse,  die  expense  will  be  great ;  but  we  thiol 
it  necessary  some  additional  troops  shall  be  raised 
and  will  vote  accord ingly^  Aft^  they  shall  bar 
been  authorized,  and  not  before,  the  Treasury  Dd 
partnfent  may  be  called  upon,  to  point  out  tber^ 
sources  and  present  them  to  our  conatderatioQi 
The  honorable  member,  not  satisfied  with  hi 
vague  charge  of  what  be  calls  a  recession  of  i« 
Treasury  Department,  extends  the  charge,  io  j 
most  extraordinary  manner,  to  the  late  and  prei 
ent  Administrations.  To  their  indisposition  t 
press  on  the  Treasury,  and  to  disturb  the  repos^ 
and  popularity  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasur^ 
the  honorable  member  ^  ascribes  the  measured 
which,  in  his  opinion,  had  dishonored  the  natio^ 
the  last  three  years.  Can  this  be  correct,  Mr 
President  ?  Can  this  House  believe  that  the  lat^ 
and  present  Admioiatrations  would  be  capable  ol 
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fttifig  upon  iiaeb  priqciptea?  The  bonoraUt 
leot^r  has  rooDdly  asserted  that  the  late  Pret* 
lent,  that  Mr.  Jefferson,  whene'rer  he  was  o|>- 
Dsed  to  what  he  deemed-  unoeeetsary  expense, 
istesd  of  beings  actuated  by  bis  known  aversion 
» Fsddle  sQch  an  expense  on  the  people,  instead 
f  beia^.  as  he  had  expressed  it,  averse  to  taking 
rom  che  mouth  of  labor  its  hard  earnings,  had  no 
tther  motive,  bot  a  fear  to  disturb  the  repose  and 
lopoiarity  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  !  But, 
it.  President,  what  is  the  Treasilry,  abstraetediy 
peaking?  and  what  does  the  honorable  member 
lesD,  by  a  fear  to  press  on  the  Treasury  ?  The 
ficersof  the  Treasury  are  mere  agents  to  receive 
nd  to  pay  the  money  ivhich  is  collected  from  the 
^ple.  There  is  never  any  real  pressure  on  the 
treasury.  If  there  be  at  any  time  a  pressure  for 
he  parpose  of  defraying  any  expense,  it  is  a  pnes- 
ore  OB  the  jpeople,  who  must  pay  the  money. 
HTbeiber  the  Treasury  has  ten  or  twenty  millions 

0  collect  from  the  people,  and  to  paj  to  the  other 
feots  of  Government,  the  repose  of  the  Secreta- 
f  i%  not  in  the  least  disttfrbed.  When,  during 
kt  Revolutionary  war.  Congress  was'obliged  to 
all  on  the  people  for  heavy  taxes,  or  unable  to 
edeem  our  paper  money,  the  pressure  fell  on  the 
eople.  who  bad  the  taxes  to  pay  and  in  whose 
ends  the  paper  money  died  away.  When,  ni»t- 
rithstandtng  these  inadequate  resources,  we  were 
iDable  to  defray  the  most  necessary  expeoees,  the 
sessarefell  on  whom  ?  On  our  empty  Treasury? 
to  sir— it  fell  on  the  Army*-^on  the  defenders  of 
Foor  coantry— on  those  wilr-worn  veterans,  who 
rere  scantily  fed,  hardly  clothed,  and  not  paid  at 
kU^aad  whose  earnings,  et  last,  fell  into  the  hands 
if  ipecolating  harpies.  But,  sir,  what  effect  had 
kis  state  of  things  upon  the  personal  repose  of 
roQT  then  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury  ?  Not 
heleasi.ezeepc  so  far  as  they  felt  for  the  distresses 
^  ifaeir  eonntry,  and  identified  themselves  with 
is  fate;  and  it  b  only  in  this  point  of  view,  said 
ir.  A.,  that  the  repose  of  a  Secretary  of  yoor 
Preasiiry  can  be  disturbed  on  similar  occasions. 
rbai  substitution  of  the  Treasury— of  the  ohest 
ito  which  the  taxes  are  paid — to  the  people  them* 
elres  who  pay  them,  is  one  of  those  equivoques 
If  which  the  honorable  member  is  so  fond.  It  is, 
kiwever,  an  artifice  too  thinly  veiled,  to  deceive 
le  Senate,  or  mislead  our  constituents.  Mr.  A. 
laid,  ibe  course  taken  by  the  honorable  member 
ttd  been  so  devioo&  that  it  had  been  bard  to  fol- 
tow  bim,  and  indeeu  sometimes  to  understand  his 
nesDisg  correctly. 

Mr.  A.  said,  be  cdold  not,  nor  did  he  intend, 
vben  he  rose,  to  answer  all  the  observations  of 
^  boQorable  member— he  had  selected  the  most 
^omineot,  and  should  answer  oolv  one  or  two 
nore.  The  honoraMe  member  had  said,  that  to 
^e  00  Willi ogness  of  the  late  and  present  Admin- 
wration  to  incur  expense,  he  attributes  the  present 
ttoatioQ  of  our  country.  Although  he  has  made 
i^  cbi»e  against  the  Administration,  he  has 

001  specified  any  case  in  which  the  present  Ad- 
Bioistration  had  refused  to  incur  expense.  Mr. 
A-  sopposed  it  would  have  been  rather  too  bold  a 
ttfttge,  after  tbe  measurea  adopted  by  the  Prest* 
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dent,  and  with  their  result  now  before  us;  be  had, 
however,  specified  two  cases  under  the  former 
Administration*— a  refusal  to'  incur  the  expense 
neceseaty  to  carry  the  embargo  iotcf  effect,  and  a 
rejection  by  the  House  of  Representatives  of  a  pro* 
position  to  authorize  contingent  letters  of  marque 
and  reprisal.  Mr.  A.  said,  he  had  always  un- 
derstood, that  the  Executive  had  used  with  great 
iissiduity  every  means  which  had  been  placed  in 
his  iiands  by  Congreta,  to  carry  into  effect  the 
several  embargo  laws ;  that  the  laws  were  as  well 
executed  as  any  restrictive  laws,  of  so  pressing  a 
character,  could  have  been  ttpon  so  extensive  a 
coast,  and  more  so  than  the  restrictive  laws  of 
Qreat  Britain  and  France  had  ever  been,  with  all 
their  navies  and  their  numerous  armies ;  and  that 
it  was  not  because  this  law  was  not  well  executed 
that  it  Was  repealed,  but  in  consequence  of  ano- 
ther consideration,  well  known  to  the  honorable 
member  hioMelf,  who  can  give  as  accurate  a  his- 
tory of  the  repeal  of  that  law  as  any  honorable 
member  of  either  House.  Mr.  A.  said,  with  re- 
speci  to  the  failure,  on  the  part  of  the  House  of 
Kepresentatives,  to  adopt  contingent  letters  of 
marque  and  reprisal,  he  obnld  not  see  how  that 
could  with  any  propriety  be  attributed  to  the  late 
President.  He  diu  not  indeed,  by  an  official 
message,  recommend  such  a  measure;  and  the 
conectnessof  sucb  a  course  might  well  be  doubted, 
upon  Constitutional  grounds.  But,  Mr.  A.  said  he 
well  knew  that  the  President  was  anxious  for  a 
provbton  of  that  kind,  as  a  substitute  for  the  em- 
bargo ;  whether,  in  the  prrecise  nl^raseology  of  the 
provision  the  House  rejected,  Mr.  A.  could  not 
say ;  bot  kno«ring,  as  he  did,  that  the  President 
was  desirous  of  a  strong  substitute,  4ie  was  sorry 
that  the  honorable  member  had  attempted  to  at* 
tribute  to  him  the  failure  of  so  important  a  mea- 
sure, for  which  he  was  in  no  way  responsible. 


WEONEsnAY,  December  18. 

The  bill  extending  the  time  of  certain  patents 
g[raoted  to  Robert  Fulton,  was  read  the  second 
time. 

ADDITIONAL  MILITARY  FORCE. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  ^he 
bill  to  raise,  for  a  limited  time,  an  additional  mil- 
itary force;  and  the  motion  made  by  Mr.  Anosb- 
80N,  to  strike  out  the  word  "  ten,''  section  one, 
line  three. 

Mr.  CAMpnfiLL  of  Tennessee  rose,  and,  in  sub- 
stance, made  the  following  observations.  He  said 
he  would  submit  to  the  Senate  some  of  the  rea- 
sons which  would  govern  his  vote  on  this  ques- 
tion, and  then  be  would  notice  such  of  the  re- 
marks made  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  Qilba)  as  appeared  to  him  to  re- 
late to  the  ffrounds  on  which  he  acted.  It  would 
seem,  said  Mr.  C,  from  what  has  passed  on  this 
subject,  that  little  or  no  difference  of  opinion  ex- 
ists, especially  among  gentlemen  on  the  Repub- 
lican side,  with  regard  to  the  objects  to  be  effected 
by  the  troops  proposed  to  be  raised.  All  appear  to 
admit  the  time  has  arrived  in  which  you  ought  to, 
and  must  act ;  the  crisis  requires  it ;  and  nothing 
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short  of  a  speedy  ^aod  honorable 
of  existing  dififerences,  secariag  your  rights,  or 
opeo  war,  in  which  you  may  avenge  your  wrongs, 
will  meet  public  expectation.  To  produce  one  or 
the  other  of  these  results,  and  he  fully  prepared 
for  either  alternative,  was  his  object;  and  he 
would  vote  for  such  a  force  as  appeared  to  him 
best  calculated  for  that  purpose. '  If  all  are  seri- 
ous, said  Mr.  C,  as  I  trust  they  are.  in  the  pro* 
fessions  made  on  this  subject,  the  only  difference 
of  opinion  appears  to  be  m  regard  to  ihe  number 
and  kind  of  troons  necessary  to  effect  the  objects 
in  view.  Our  decision  on  this  point  most  be 
governed  by  the  information  we  possess.  The 
amount,  as  well  as  the  description  of  the  forees 
10  be  raised,  ought,  in  a  great  degreie,  to  be  pro- 
portioned to  and  regulated  by  the  impression  in- 
tended to  be  made  on  your  expected  enemy,  and 
the  probable  force  to  be  resisted  or  subdued.  The 
purpose  for  which  these  troops  are  raised,  and  the 
immediate  use  to  be  made  of  them,  appear  now 
to  be  made  no  secret.  The  honorable  {[entleman 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Giles)  told  you  this  force  of 
twenty-five  thousand  troops,  proposed  to  be  raised 
by  this  bill,  ought  to  be  considered  the  Army  of 
the  North,  and  are  intended  to  take  and  oocupy 
Canada,  &c.  If  it  be  intended,  said  Mr.  C,  to 
occupy  this  country,  of  which,  at  present,  there 
appears  no  ground  to  doubt,  it  ougnt  to  be  done 
with  the  least  possible  delay^  and  ia  a  time  much 
shorter  than  would  be  required  to  raise  so  large 
a  regular  force.  This  number,  with  the  present 
establishment  of  ten  thousand  men,  make  an  ag* 
gregate  amount  of  thirty-five  thousand.  Of  these 
you  have  in  service  little  more  than  fire  thousand. 
Of  eourse,  near  thirty  thousand  are  yet  to  be  en- 
listed. To  raise  and  discipline  this  number,  or 
Ihe  half  of  it,  would  consume  more  time  than 
ought  to  elapse  before  you  act,  if  yoaare  deter- 
mined to  act  with  effect. 

The  motion  is,  to  strike  out  the  word  "  ten," 
the  number  of  regiments  of  infantry,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  inserting  "  six.''  This  would  make  the 
number  of  troops  to  be  raised  by  this  bill  some- 
what less  than  seventeen  thousand  men,  and  in- 
crease the  whole  regular  force  to  nearly  twenty- 
seven  thousand  men.  Mr.  C.  said,  from  the  best 
view  which  he  had  been  able  to  take  of  the  sub- 
ject, upon  the  information  we  now  possess,  this 
force,  aided  by  a  proper  proportion  of  volunteers, 
would  be  fully  competent  to  effect  any  object  the 
Qovernmentcan  have  in  view ;  to  resistand  sub- 
due any  force ;  and  to  occupy,  if  necessary,  any 
territory  in  your  neighborhood.  On  any  sudden 
emergency,  the  number  of  volunteers  or  militia 
actually  employed,  might,  and,  perhaps,  generally 
ought  to  equal,  and,  on  many  occasions,  much  ex- 
ceed that  of  the  regular  troops,  as  they  could  be 
organized  and  marched  to  the  scene  or  action  in 
much  shorter  time  than  would  be  conaomed  in 
raising  regular  troo|is,  would  consist  of  better 
materials,  and  could  be  more  relied  upon  to  make 
a  first  impression  than  newly  enlisted  troops  with- 
out the  advantages  of  discipline.  They  would, 
also,  when  the  service  was  completed,  lay  down 
the  military  character,  retain  to  their  hooaea, 


and  again  amalgamale  with  their  fellow^eitiaoi 
without  a  murmur.  Hence,  the  expense  vosi 
be  inconsiderable,  the  time  of  service  beias  pro| 
ably  short.  It  is,  therefore,  fair  to  calcoW  i 
your  regular  force  amounts  to  twenty-seven  thai 
sand  men,  that  you  ought  to,  and  will  hare  io  ac 
tual  service,  and,  of  course,  in  pay,  forty  tboi 
sand  men.  And  will  it  be  contended  that  iii 
force  is  not  sufficient  to  accomplish  all  the  psi 
poses  which  the  most  sanguine  have  in  riev 
But,  it  seems,  volunteers  are  not  now  to  be  n 
lied  on*  You  must  depend  entirely  on  regili 
troops — on  a  standing  army.  This  doctrine  u< 
modern  date  among  Republicans,  and  may.  if  J 
should  gain  currency,  sap  the  vital  principles  i 
your  Government.  The  language  of  the  ?n 
ident  on  this  subject,  in  his  Me&sage,  brestiia; 
very  different  spirit.  He  recommends  "  tiu(d 
'  equate  provision  be  made  for  filling  the  ruk 
*  and  prolonging  the  ealistments  of  the  re;^ 

<  troops ;  for  an  auxUieary  force,  to  be  engaged  fc 

<  a  more  limited  term;  for  the  acceptance  of  u 
^  unteer  corps,  whose  patriotic  ardor  naay  court; 
^  participation  in  urgent  services ;  for  deud 
^  ments,  as  they  may  be  wanted,  of  other  pa 
'  tions  of  the  militia,*'  d^.  Here^  we  percei^ 
he  considers  the  new  force  recommended  to' 
raised  as  only  auxiliary  to  the  present  reg 
force.  Henoe,  ii  would  seem  fair  to  conclade 
did  not  mean  the  number  of  the  former  sj} 
exceed  that  of  the  latter.  But,  he  seems  to  pi 
considerable  confidetace  in  "  volunteer  corfa 
on  the  ground  that  their  "  patriotic  ardor  na 
court  a  participation  in  urgent  services  ;*'  uioj 
very  kind  of  services  for  which  the  force  is  b« 
to  be  provided.  He  did,  therefore,  coDtempii 
that  such  volunteers  should  constitute  an  efficia 
part  of  the  force  to  be  emplojred  in  effeciiog  tl 
more  important  objects  now  in  view ;  and  ibi 
the  militia,  also,  should  be  engaged,  and  cootr^ 
ute  their  share  in  supporting  any  contest  li^ 
might  ensue.  But,  it  seems,  ^oor  volunteers  ij 
militia  are  considered  totally  incompetent  to  n 
form  any  important  military  services.  Fr^ 
them  you  are  required  to  withdraw  your  cob 
dencer  end  place  it  ip  regular  troops  only. 
whom,  you  mtt»t  raise  an  army  sufficiently  la^ 
to  effect  all  your  purposes.  Let  this  doctrioti 
once  established,  and  the  people  may  tremble 
their  liberties  when  it  \a  too  late-*wheo  M 
chaios  are  riveted  upon  them  by  a  militarv  po*l 
But  the  attempt  to  raise  so  large  a  regular  fn 
at  this  moment,  would  retard  instead  of  accel 
ate  the  completion  of  the  objects  intended;  i 
it  will  be  found  impracticable  to  enlist  and  oiig^ 
ize  such  force  ia  time  to  aot  before  the  ^ol 
season  is  gone  \  before  the  ice  breaks  up  io  \ 
Spring.  You  might,  indeed,  collect  that  poru 
which  consists  of  officers,  but  you  cannot  fill 
the  ranks.  If  ten  or  fifteen  tnousand  efiectil 
could  be  brought  into  service  in  time,  it  wo« 
equal  his  most  sanguine  expectations.  1^ 
would,  therefore,  have,  it  ia  believed^  a  fof 
equally  efficient,  if  the  proposed  amendment  pi 
vailed,  as  if  the  bill  passed  in  its  present  sht] 
while  your  expendiuuea  would  be  thereby  gteA 
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miiiished,  »Bd  no  olMftaetewhtttfrer presented  to 
le  most  deewiFe  and  Tigorous  coaraeof  proceed* 
ig.  If  iomedMite.operatioDs  be  ioteDded,  a^  be 
osicd  thef  were,  they  most  be  principally  ear* 
cd  on,  in  the  first  instance,  by  volunteers,  who 
raid,  and  ooght  to  be  embodied  and  prepared  to 
ec  00  the  shortest  notice.  For  this  purpose,  an- 
kurize  the  Bzeeatt^re  imnediately  to  officer,  or* 
aaize  for  a  limited  time,  tod  put  into  motion, 
iieh  Btimber  of  rolnntecrs  who  may  tender  their 
erTtcea,  as  shall  be  deemed  competent  to  the 
Dcasion;  bring  |o  the  scene  of.  action  as  many 
r  yoar  present  regular  troops  as  may  be  spared 
om  other  senrtees,  and  can,  with  the  least  delay, 
t  eoaeentiatcd ;  and  let  these,  united  with  your 
olanteers  and  euefa  of  the  new  troops  as  can  be 
liaed  in  timey  mnke  the  first  impression,  seize 
ttd  occupy  the  counttv  contemplated,  and  main- 
aio  the  contest  until  (be  addkroi^al  regular  force, 
iKMit  to  be  raised,  can  be  organized  and  brought 
ito  actual  serrioe.  These  may.  then,  support, 
Dd.  in  due  time,  reliere  your  volunteers.  Hold 
le  adrantagee  you  may  nave  gained ;  repel  any 
pree  that  may  be  brought  to  oppose  them,  and 
itead,  if  required,  your  acquisitions;  while,  in 
ke  mean  time,  sufficient  corps  of  the  mHitIa  may 
I  called  into  service  and  employed  within  the 
mits  of  the  Union,  with  such  of  the  regular 
loops  as  may  be  retained  for  the  purpose,  to  pro* 
Bet  your  frontiers  from  incursions  by  the  savages, 
Dd  four  eoasu  against  attacks  from  a  foreign 
Mfoy. 

This  mode  of  proceeding  would  enable  you  to 
et)  before  the  aeason  shall  pass  away  in  which 
wir  operations  could  be  carried  on,  'with  the 
BSfit  probable  resistaace,  and  the  greatest  pros- 
Bct  of  sueceo.  The  most  distinguishing  lea- 
nre  that  could  eharacterize  your  proceedings,  at 
hisQiomeDt,  would  be,  the  expedition  with  which 
'OH  progress,  both  in  Legislative  hnd  Executive 
perations.  But,  if  you  wait,  as  seems  to  be'con- 
kmpfated  by  the  gentleman  irom  Viiginia,  until 
Ireoty-five  or  thirty  thousand  men  are,  by  enlist- 
leats,  raised,  disciplined,  and  put  in  readiness  for 
Btaal  service,  the  time  to  act  #ill  have  passed 
nray;  the  tee  will  be  broken  Up,  and  the  ap- 
ffnehes  by  water  to  the  oountij  inteadM  as  the 
Bene  of  action,  will  be  thereby  opeUed ;  and, 
Nu  may  have  to  effect  your  object,  should  it  then 
ft  practicable,  at  more  than  oouble  the  expanse 
if  blood  and  treasuro  that  would  have  been  re- 

Cired  had  you  taken  advantage  of  the  proper 
le.  What  evidence  have  we,  said  Mr.  C,  to 
how  that  so  large  a  regular  fotce  as  that  pro- 
fowd  by  the  bill  is  necessary  7  The  object,  as 
t^wed  by  the  gentleroan.  is  to  occupy  Canada. 
^rom  the  best  information  he  had  beeo  able  to  ob- 
bio,  thero  are  not  more  than  six  thousand  regu- 
kr  troeos,  if  there  be  that  number,  in  the  prov- 
bee.  The  geodeman  states  the  dumber  at  about 
*ven  thousand.  Suppose  the  latter  to  be  correct, 
VQsld  not  douMe  the  number  of  regular  troops, 
(sWiog  for  accidents  of  every  description,)  be 
sufficient  to  oppose  to  those?  And,  would  AOt 
yoar  volunteers  be  able  to  cope  with  Canadian 
^lititl    Upon  these  data  what  occasiou  can 


there  be.  at  this  time,  to  hicrease  your  regular 
force  to  thirty-five  thousand  men  ?  liave  you  no 
confidence  in  the  knowledge  possessed,  and  the 
opinion 'formed  on  this  subject  by  your  €k>vera« 
ment  1  Have  they  not  as  ample  means,  at  least,  aa 
we  have,  to  obtain  correct  informa lion  ?  This,  no 
one,  it  i«  presumed,  will  deny ;  and  the  honorable 
gentlemen  told  you  they  are  of  opinion  ten  thou* 
sand  additional  troops,  making  the  whole  regular 
force  twenty  thousand,  would  he  sufficient  for  the 
preseiK  occasion.  To  those,  the  Gbvernment,  no 
doubt,  intended  to  add  as  many  corps  of  volun* 
tears,  properly  6fficered  and  organized  for  the  pur- 
pose, as  cireumstances  should  require ;  and  such 
united  force  would,  certaialy,  be  competent,  ac- 
cording to  the  present  state  of  things,  to  subdue 
any  oppceition  to  be  expected,  and  to  occupy  aof 
territory  in  your  neighborhood,  that  comes  within 
the  avowed  object  of  your  pTOsent  preparations* 
But,  Mr.  C.-said,  he  was  willing  to.  go  further;  to 
increase  the  regular  fdroe  to  nearly  twenty-seven 
thousand-  men,  and  make  ample  provision  for 
bringing  into  actual  service  such  corps  of  volun- 
teers, officered'  by  the  Executive^  and  soch  nom- 
ber  of  the  militia  as  shall  be  considered  necessary. 
Should  his  motion  not  |>revail,  he  would,  notwith*' 
standing,  vote  for  the'  bill,  and  for  any  other  mea* 
siires  proposed  that  could,  in  any  degree,  contrib- 
ute to  maintain  the  rights  and  character  of  the 
nation.  He  ahoold,  also,  at  any  future  day,  vote 
for  such  additional  troofM  as  the  crisis  might  then 
require ;  and  this  appeared  to  him  the  most  effi- 
cient as  well  as  correct  course.  Raise,  at  present, 
the  niimber  proposed  by  the  amendment,  which 
most,  if  not  all  who  are  in  favor  of  actual  resist- 
ance, allow  to  be  necessary,  and  before  they  are 
organized,  you  wtil  be  better  able  to  determine 
what  additional  foree,  if  any,  will  be  necesiary. 
This  would  produce  more  unanimity,  occasion 
less  delay,  and  could  not,  in  any  possible  degree, 
weaken  your  operative  measures,  or  embarrass 
your  Government. 

Mr.  C.  said,  believing,  as  he  did,  the  force  pro- 
posed by  the  amendment  fully  competent  to  ac- 
oomplisn  the  objects  all  profess  to  have  in  view, 
he  was  unwilling  to  vote  for  a  greater  number. 
He  was  opposed,  on  principle,  to  swelling  the 
regular  mtliiary  force  beyond  the  bounds  really 
demanded  by  the  crisis,  as  it  would  be  setting  a 
dangerous  precedent,  that  might,  hereafter,  be  re- 
sorted to  as  a  pretext  for  augmenting,  from  time 
to  time,  without  sufficient  cause,  or  beyond*  the 
nature  of  the  exigency,  your  standing  army ;  un- 
til the  people  might,  perhaps,  be  awakened  from 
their  security,  as  has  been  the  case  on  many  oc- 
casions in  other  countries,  by  feeling  the  pressure 
of  the  chains  of  military  despotism.  He  was, 
also,  unwilling  to  charge  the  nation  with  expen- 
ditures which  its  finances  were  not  prepared  to 
iBeet,and  which,  in  his  optnion,  the  occasion  did 
not  require.  He  trusted  it  was  not  the  intention 
of  anv  ooe^  by  raising  so  large  a  regular  force, 
and  tnereby  incurring  so  great  an  expenditure, 
beyond  what  it  is  believed  was  necessary,  to  drain 
your  Treasury,  embarrass  your  fiscal  concerns, 
and  paralyze  the  best  concerted  measures  of  your 
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Goveroment.  If,  however,  such  vere  the  objects 
intended^  a  more  efieeuiai  mode  to  accomplish 
them  could  not  be  adoipted* 

If  war  become^  io dispensable,  you  ought  not 
to  calculate  that  it  will  be  of  short  duration.  You 
can  make  war,  but  it  does  not  rest  with  you  alone 
to  make  peace.  Every  effort  ou^ht  to  be  made 
to  bring  it  to  a  speedy  termination,  and  all  th^ 
means  that  could  be  usefully  employed  afforded 
for  that  purpose.  But  you  ought  not,  in  the  be- 
ginning, to  waste  unnecessarily  your  treasures, 
which  are  the  sinews  of  war;  your  exertions 
should  be.  proportioned  to  the  xesistancev  to  be 
overcome ;  and  no  more  of  your  energies  and  re- 
sources exhausted  than  the  occasion  requires ;  al- 
ways reservinff  the  residue  to  meet  a  more  urgent 
emereeney.  War  once  commenced,  you  ought 
to  calculate  on  supporting  it,  on  at  least  the  same, 
if  not  on  a  more  extended  scale,  not  only  for  one, 
but  for  many  years^  as  it  cannot  be  known  how 
long  it  m^y  be  continued. 

The  American  people,  said  Mr.  C,  will,  with- 
out a  murmur,  support  any  expenditures  they  be- 
lieve necessary  to  maintain  the  rights  and  avenge 
the  wrongs  of  their  country.  But  they  will  ex- 
pect you  to  restrict  those  expenditures  to  such 
only  as  the  emergency  shall  require  $  and  that  be-- 
fore  you  call  on  them  for  new  contributions,  you 
will  be  prepared  to  show  you  have  disposed  of 
the  means  already  in  your  hands  to. the  best  ad- 
vantage. Your  Government  has,  no  doubt,  esti- 
mated the  probable  amount. of  force  that  would 
be  required  to  accomplish  the  objects  in  view; 
they  have  probably  made  arrangements,  so  far  as 
tested  with  them,  to  meet  the  expenses  of  such 
force;  they  would  also,  he  c|>nceived,  be  in  a 
great  degree  resjponsible  that  it  was  competent 
for  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  raised,  should  be 
employed  to  effect  those  purposes,  and  that  your 
finances  could  be  reudered  adequate  to  its  sup- 

K»rt.  But  what  are  you  about  to  do  by  this  bill  3 
erange  all  those  plans  and  change  the  respon- 
sibility. Instead  of  twenty  or. twenty*five  thou- 
sand, the  number  deemed  sufilcient,  you  force 
upon  the  Government  thirty-hve  thousand  regu- 
lar troops.  You  thereby  take  upon  .yourselves 
the  responsibility  of  raisms  a  force  much  larger 
than  was  required,  or  can  be  usfffully  employed ; 
of  oceasiooiog  a  great  unnecessary  expenditure, 
which  wilt  drain  your  Treasury,  embarrass  your 
finances,  and  probably  corop^  vouto  impose  new 
burdens  on  the  people.  Will  they  not  inquire 
into  the  causes  or  those  extraordinary  measures,- 
and  ask  wherefore  were  those  new  taxes  im- 
posed, those  expenditures  incurred  ?  What  occa- 
sion was  there  for  so  large  a  regular  army?  On 
what  great  emergency  were  they  to  be  employed, 
and  wnat  numerous  force  was  to  be  resisted  or 
subdued  1  Those  will  be  natural  inquiries,  and 
the  answers  will,  no  doubt,  suggest  themselves,' 
that  a  great  portion  of  these  expenditures  was  in- 
curred contrary  to  the  views  of  the  Executive, 
and  for  which  he  would  in  no  respect  be  resnon- 
aible ;  thftt  little  more  than  half  the  regular  force 
raised  was  deemed  competent  to  effect  all  the 
practicable  objects  within  your  reach ;  that  the 


force  to  be  resisied  or  subdued  was  not  known  or 
believed  to  be  considerable,  nor  such  as  to  reqaiie 
the  number  of  troops  or^red  to  be  raised;  \m 
that  a  majority  of  (Tongress  took'  upon  them- 
selves, without  sufficient  cause,  to  raise  this  Ur^ 
army,  incur  this  immense  expense,  and  com- 
quentlv  require  those  new  burdens  to  be  imposed. 
For  all  this,  therefore,  and  the  consequences  tbtt 
may  flow  therefrom,  such  majority,  and  not  tJK 
Executive,  must  and  will  be  responsible  to  tbc 
people. 

Mr.  .C.  said,  he  would  now  notice  more  pl^ 
ticularly  some  of  the  arguments  adduced  hj  \k 
honorable  member  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Gilks.) 
He  did  not  propose  following  him  through  thi 
various  course  of  his  reasoning,  much  of  whicb, 
however  ingenious,  did  not  appear  to  him  relerut 
to  this  sul^ct,  and  aithoagh  on  that  aecooot 
would  not  now  be  answered,  he  did  not  subsenbe 
ta  The  honorable  gentleman  said,  in  caw  of 
war,  vour  present  military  force  of  10,000  ma 
would  be  required  to  protect  your  Western  froot^ 
iers,  and  prevent  N^w  Orleans. and  Florida  beiitf 
taken  by  the  British,  &e.;  and,  therefore,  that 
25,000  additional  regulars  would  be  necessary. aii 
little  enough,  to  effect  your  purposes  in  theMoril^ 
^.  Mr.  C.  said  no  object  could  be  more  iQte^ 
esting  to  the  Western  country  than  the  seeoriiy 
of  New  Orleans ;  no  one  could  feel  more  seosibljf 
than  he  did  the  importance  of  affording  efl^iim 
protection  to  that  place^as  well  as  to  Florida  aai 
-the  Western  frontiers;  and  he  believed  doom 
was  more  anxious  than  himselfy  or  would  go  kt 
ther  to  provide  the  most  ^mple  means,  and  sock 
as  could  be  most  usefully  employed  for  those  pB^ 
poses.  He  trusted  the  gentleman's  professed  re- 
gard for  the  piotection  of  that  quarter  of  the 
Union  was  sincere  and  would  Ions  continue.  He 
would  not,  however, ysuffer  himsttf  lo  be  iodoced 
by  his  anxiety  for  even  those  &vorite  and  higfalf 
important  objects,  to  abandon  his  solemn  datyJ 
by  raising  a  force  so  much  larger  than,  io  hii 
opinion,  tne  occasion  required.  He  was  inciiora 
to  believe  5,000  regular  Jroops.  with  the  aid  d 
volunteers  and  miutia,  would  oe  competent  ta 
protect  New  Orleans  and  its  neighborhood.  The 
number  of  forces  necessary  to  protect  the  West< 
ern  frontiers  would  depend  upon  circumstance^ 
and  the  disposition  of  the  neighboring  India) 
tribes*  But  a  considerable  proportion  of  th< 
force  requisite  for  that  purpose  misht  coaaist  ( 
volunteers,  or  corps  raised  for  a  limited  tion 
whose  services  would  be  equally  useful,  ai 
would  enable  the  Government  to-  dispense  wi 
the  employment  of  any  large  portion  ot  yoar 
ular  troops  in  that  quarter.  We  have  as  yet,  sal 
Mr.  C,  taken  possession  of  that  part  only  of  W 
Florida,  to  which  our  territorial  claim  exten 
and  there  appears  no  ground,  at  present,  to 
alarmed  for  its  safety.  The  employment,  th 
fore,  of  so  large  a  regular  force  as  10,000  men  iq 
that  quarter,  does  not  anpear  necessary,  and  caq 
furnish  no  good  ground  for  raising  so  laige  ai^ 
additional  army  as  that  contemplated  by  this  bi^ 
But  ilie  gentleman  inquires,  what  yoa  woa^ 
think  of  New  Orleans  and  New  York  being  takeq 
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y  the  Biiti^'?  mod  obaenres,  if  this  should  take 
liace,  yoQ  irould  not  remahi  in  power,  or  be  the 
MO  who  would  end  the  war,  dbc.  It  might  not 
m  Tery  important,  said  Mr.  C,  to. the  nation, 
rhether  the  men  now  io  power  should  long  eon* 
isae  to  enjoy  it  or  not ;  or  whether,  in  ease  there 
ihottM  be  war,  they  or  their  .successors  should 
enoinste  it.  Measures  and  not  men  is  the  maxim 
)j  vhieh  we  ought  to  regulate  our  eondnet ;  and 
/their  successors  should  be  equally  or  more  com- 
Kteot  to  execute  the  important  trusts  reposed  io 
b«n  the  nation  would  have  nothing  to  appre- 
leod  from  the  change.  It  Was,  however,  )k  doe* 
rine  to  which  he  could  not  subscribe^  that  they 
rere  to  act  contrary  to  what  they  belteyed  their 
iDty,  io  order  to  avoid  losinjr  th^ir  places.  Bat 
shy  this  attempt,'  said  Mr.  O.,  to  exaggerate  the 
ItQsen  sad  raise  the  fears  of  the  citizens  of  New 
fork  SBiPNew  Orleans?  and  to  excite  in  the 
public  mind  apprehensions  for  the  safety  of  those 
tiaees?  This  could  answer  no  vakiible  purpose; 
Is  ooly  effect  would  be  to  produce  groundless 
ilsrms,  and  inflame,  for  a  while,  the  public  sen- 
ibility.    There  app«ared  no  substantial  grounds 

0  be  alarmed  for  the  safety  of  either  of  those 
ilaees.  The  position  of  New  Orleans  is  such  as 
enden  it  diflusolt  of  approach  to  an  enemy,  and, 
ly  the  employment  of  proper  meaos^  capable  of 
Risff  sQccesafully  defended.  The  forttncations 
i  New  York  are  stated  by  those  best  informed 
a  the  subject  to  be  in  «ueh  a  stale  of  completion 
s  woald  enable  thai  place  to  resist  any  attack 
ikely  to  be  made  upon  it ;  and  there  is  no  ra- 
bsal  ground  to  doubt  that  Qovernment  will  em* 
)loy  the  best  means  they  possess  for  the  security 
ind  protection  of  those  places. 

The  gentleman- did  indeed  make  a  statement, 
laid  Mr.  C,  which,  al  the  time,  very  much  sur- 
prised me.  It  was,'  (as  I  took  bis  words  down,) 
'  that  he  did  know  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
rormer  Administration  i»  case  of  war,  not  to 
votect  New  Orleans,  but  let  Gkeat  Brtuiin  take 
t;  aad  that  the  Western  people  would  be  left  to 
eiaie  it  themselves  f  ^  that  he  did  not  know  the 
ateatioa  of  the  present  Administfation  on  this 
isbject,  but  believed  it  to  be  the  same  with  thait 
i  the  former.''  This  appears  to  me^  said  Mr. 
C^  a  charge  of  the  most  serious  and  alarming  na- 
Rtrc,  and,  if  well-founded,  would  merit  the  most 
terere  reprehension.  But  to  establish  it,  under 
nistiog  circumstances^  would  require  strong  and 
ioeontestable proofs.  That  theQoverdnieotsbt>old, 
iithoot  any  known  inducement,  abandon  one  of 
the  most  important  places  in  the  nation,  and, 
Miihotti  attempting  its  defence,  suffer  it  to  pass 
aio  the  hands  of  an  enemy,  is,  in  itself,  so  im- 
probable, and  would  argue  so  great  a  weakness, 
n  what  is  worse,  such  politicaldepravity,  that  if 

1  bad  ao  knowledge  of  the  transiaction  alluded  to, 
M  of  the  persons  then  composing  the  Qovem* 
^01, 1  could  not,  without  the  most  convincing 
eiideace,  persuade  myself  to  believe  it.  .  I  should 
^fereed  to  condude  that  however  sincerely  the 
pitlemao  mi^ht  believe  what  he  stated,  he  must 
^re  been  misinformed  on  the  subject,  or  have 
oustakenthe  views  of  the  Admiaiatiattott.    And 


here  it  might  seem  natural  to  inquire,  if  the  gen- 
tleman wai^  at  the  time,  informed  of  designs  en* 
tertained  by  the  Administration,  so  derogatory  to 
the  character,  as  well  as  dangerous  to  the  dignity 
of  the  natioii,  and  so  evidently  ruinous  to  the 
Western  portion  of  the  Union,  why  he  did  not 
make  them  known  to  the  public,  or  at  least  to 
those  who  were  so  deeply  interested  in  guarding 
against  thei#  conseqiiencesi  But,  said  Mr.  C, 
in  l$08--9,  the  time  it  is  presumed  alluded  to, 
when  some  apprehensions  were  entertained  for 
the  safety  of  New  Orleans,  l^was  a  member  of 
the  other  House.  It  became  my  duty  to  aseer* 
tain,  so  far  as  circumstances  rendered  it  proper, 
the  measures  intended  to  be  adopted,  and  the 
means  that  were  t6  be  used  for  the  protection  of 
that  place,  whose  safety  was  so  iinportant  to  the 
people  I  represented ;  and  if  confidence  c6uld  be 
placed  in  the  declarations  of  those  who  then 
composed  the  Administration,  (and  their  vera- 
city, it  is  believed,  has  hitherto  never  been  justly 
2ttestioned,^  it  was  their  intention  and  solemn 
etermination  to  defend  it  to  the  last  extremity, 
in  case  it  was  attacked,  by  all  the  disposable  force 
and  means  in  their  power.  That  this  was  their 
real  intention  appears  snfficientl^r  established  by 
their  subsequent  conduct,  in  sending  a  considera- 
ble  number  of  troops,  as  well  as  gunboats,  to  that 
place  for  the  object  alone  of  protecting  it ;  and 
who  were  ordered  to  take  such  position  as  should 
be  best  calculated  for  that  purpose.  The  destrue- 
tive  calamity  experienced  by  those  troops  from 
the  insalubrity  of  the  dimate,  must  be  fresh  in 
the  recollection  of  all.  But  the  uniform  conduct 
of  the  late  Executive,  during  the  whole  course 
of  his  administration,  (of  which  unreserved  can- 
dor was  a  distinguishing  characteristic,)  and  in 
parlicular,  the  just  regara  he  paid  on  allproper 
occasions  to  the  best  interests  of  the  Western 
people,  afe  of  themselves  more  than  sufficient  to 
shield  him  Mainst  the  imputation  of  the  views 
now  ascribed  to  him.  I  cannot,  however,  but 
express  my  regret  that  this  statement,  made  at 
this  time,  shocud  have  the  appearance  of  throw- 
ing a  censure  on  the  coodoet  of  the  late  venera* 
ble  President.  He  has  retired,  accompairied  bv 
the  plaudits  of  his  fellow-citizens^  and  the  hiffQ 
respect  of  the  real  friends  to  civil  liberty  tbrouffh- 
oot  the  world,  to  the  shades  of  private  life.  Why 
not  suffer  him  to  repose  there  undisturbed?  I 
can  hardly  persuade  myself  it  was  intended  by 
this  statement  to  impeach  the  parity  of  his  mo- 
tives ;  but  I  cannot  omit  observing,  that  it  appears 
to  me  -a  melancholy  proof  of  the  malignity  of 
the  human  mind,  that  so  many  attempu  should 
be  made  to  sully  the  well-earned  reputation  of 
that  illustrious  statesman,  whose  fame  will  sur- 
vive the  lapse  of  aees,  alid  glide  down  the  tide 
of  time  unimpaired  while  tnat  of  his  enemies 
will  vanish  like  the  fleeting  smoke^  or  descend 
with  themselves  to  the  tomb  of  oblivion. 

With  r^rd  to  the  present  Administration, 
Mr.  C.  saidj  be  did  not  knew,  their  particular 
views  on  this  subject ;  he  had,  however,  no  rea* 
son  to  believe  that  they  were  such  as  the  gentle- 
man seemed  lo  consider  them.    He  cdold  not  for 
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a  momeot  eotertain  the  idra  that  they  uiteaded 
to  abandon  the  proteetton  of  New  Oneaas,  and 
be  did  not  bdieTe  there  was  a  single  aet  of  the 
Ezecotire  that  would  justify  soch  a  eondosion. 

The  honorable  member  asserted  this  motion 
was  in  oppo^tion  to  the  spirit  of  the  President's 
Message,  and  the  measures  therein  recommended, 
fte.;  he  obserred,  the  Secretary  of  War  did  in- 
deed state,  in  eontemtion,  to  him,  that  ten  ihoo- 
sand  additional  regal ar  troops  might  answer  the 
present  porpose.  but. that  he  differed  entirely  in 
opinion  with  tl»  Secretary  on  this  snbjecty  and 
gives  yoo  to  understand  that  this  inqfficud  state^ 
ment,  (as  he  chooses  to  call  it,)  which  he  consid- 
ers as  coming  from  the  Esecntire,  was  at  vari- 
anee  with  his  official  commanication  in  his  M es- 
saae,  d». 

Mr.  C.  said  he  eoqld  not  admit  the  correctness 
of  the  condosions  which  the  gentleman  drew 
from  his  premises.  It  did  not  appear  to  him  that 
this  motion,  or  the  statement  alleged  to  have 
been  made  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  Was  in  ofv 
position  to,  or  at  variance  with,  either  the  spirit 
of  the  Message,  or  the  specific  measores  recom- 
mended therein.  It  is  true,  the  honorable  gen- 
lleman  differed  in  opinion  from  the  Secretary 
with  regard  to  the  number  of  regular  troops  ne- 
cessary to  effect  the  purposes  intended ;  and  it 
would  seem  the  princifial  question  was,  whether 
on  this  subject  the  opinion  of  the  fbrmer,  who 

gofi^Md  to-haTe  no  knowledge  on  militarraf*- 
irs,  or  that  of  the  lauer,  as  the  organ  of  the 
Executive,  (as  he  Was  alleged  to  be,yde8ervM 
most  weight,  and  onght  to  be  most  relied  upon. 
Mr.  C.  said  he  had  already  stated  the  sense  in 
which  he  understood  the  Executive  recommend- 
ation on  this  subject^  and  endeavored  to  show  the 
force  proposed  to  be  raised  by  this  motion,  con- 
nected with  the  other  measures  he  wished  adopt- 
ed, was  in  conformity  to  th6  views  presented  oy 
the  Message.  He  would  now,  howerer,  again 
recur  to  the  words  of  the  Message  itself,  and  see 
if  they  furnished  any  just  ^unds  for  the  gen- 
tleman's deductions  and  satirical  strictures.  The 
parts  particularly  alluded  to  are  in  the  following^ 
words :  "With  this  evidence  of  hostile  inflexi- 

*  biiity,  in  trampling  on  rights  which  tio  inde- 

*  pendent  nation  can  relinquish.  Congress  will 
'  feel  the  duty  of  putting  the  United  States  into 
^  an  armor  and  an  attitude  demanded  by  the 
'  crisis,  and  corresponding  with  the  national  spirit 
'and  expectations.    I  recommend, aceordiagiy, 

*  that  adequate  provision  be  made  for  fillinff  the 
'  ranks,  and  prolonging  the .  enlistments  of  the 
'  regular  troops ;  for  an  auxiliary  force  to  be  en- 
'  gaged  for  a  more  limited  term ;  iox  the  atcept- 

*  ance  of  volunteer  corps^  whose  patriotic  aroor 
'  may  court  a  participation  in  urgent  services; 

*  for  detachments,  as  they  may  be  wanted,  of  other 
'  portions  of  the  militia,"  dtc. 

Here  we  see,  said  Mr.  C,  the  specific  measures 
officially  recommended  by  the  Executive,  and 
may  form  an  opinion  of  the  spirit  of  his  Message, 
to  which  allusion  has  been  made.  Let  us  now 
examine  the  measores  proposed  to  be  adopted  by 
those  in  favor  of  the  present  motion,  ana  whian 


are,  with  Bttle  vwiatiooy  eonsistent  with  the  ««»• 
ment,  termed  inofficial,  said  to  be  made  by  da 
Secretary  of  War.  They  are^  to  fill  up  the  rash 
iDpf  the  present  regular  troops,  for  which  a  bill !» 
already  passed;  to  raise  an  additional  (or  aoxiii* 
ary )  force  of  nearly  17,000  men ;  and  also,  to  u- 
thorize  briogiitt  i^to  service  sudi  volunteer  eorpi 
and  portioBs  of  the  militia  as  the  occadon  ni; 
require.  This  will  make  Che  auxiliary  force  mtieh 
larger  than  the  principal  force,  in  aid  of  which  ii 
is  required ;  and  it  woidd  seem  a  fair  eoostnieii 
of  the  words  of  the  Message,  as  already  stti 
that  the  auxiliary  force,  as  said  to  be  sugg 
by  the  Secretary  of  War.  should  be  equal  ooty 
the  pirincipal  force ;  the  whole  regular  force 
providied  would  be  nearly  27.000,  which,  with 
volunteers  to  be  authorized,  (who  wftre  ond 
ediy  considered  by  the  Bxecutive  as  an  eflBcKsi 
part  of  the  troops  to  be  employed.)  would  put 
the  power  of  the  Gkivemment  a  disposable  foi 
exdusive  of  the  militia,  of  at  least  40.000  efiecti 
men.  This  foree,  whicb  might  be  increased 
circumstances  should  require,  is  certainly  coo 
lent. to  aeeomplish  all  the  attainable  objects 
most  sanguine  can  have  in  view.  In  what 
spect.  then,  can  these  measures  be  considered 
opposition  to,  or  at  variance  with,  either  the  spiii 
or  language  of  the  official  comnkdnieation?  1 
the  forces  furnished  be  folly  competent  to  eftc 
the  purposes  for  which  they  were  required,  wl 
yon  not,  then,  have  put  the  United  States  "^im 
in  armor  and  an  attitude- demanded  by  the  crisn 
and  corresponding  with  the  national  spirit  as 
expectations?''  And  wiU  not  all  the  objects  ( 
the  Sxeoutive  reoommendation  be  complied  witk 

There  does  not^  therefore,  appear  any  groaol 
whatever,  except  m  the  imagination  of  the  m 
tlemao,  for  the  alleged  variance  between  the  on 
cial  and  responsible  communication  of  the  Exeeo 
live,  and  that  which  has  been  termed  inoffici^ 
and' irresponsible.  Nor  was  he  able  to  perceiv 
what  public  good  could  arise  fnmi  statements  ef^ 
dently  calculated,  if  not  intended,  to  misrepresei 
the  views  of  the  Administration.  He  was  bin 
self  coBvinced,  from  sources  to  him  entirely  sa» 
foctory,  the  views  of  the  Executive  were  real! 
such  as  had  been  presented*  to  the  public  by  h 
Message ;  such  as  they  ought  to  be,  and  soch  I 
wouhl,  if  supported  and  promptly  carried  io 
effect  by  Congress,  maintain  the  rights  and  rii 
dicate  the  honor  of  the  nation.  I 

It  seems,  however^  you  must  raise  the  nombj 
of  troops  feootaioed  m  tiie  bill,  whether  they  e^ 
be  usefully  employed  or  not ;  for  the  hooorai 
gentleman  siys,  if  you  raise  less,  Qreat  Briti 
will  not  believe  yoo  are  in  earnest,  or  that  y( 
mean  to  use  physical  force,  &c. ;  and  further 
served,  she  had  in  Canada  seven  thousand  n  ^ 
troops  and  fourteeu  thousand  militia,  dbc.  feaj 
not,  said  Mr.  C,  subscribe  to  the  doctrine  that  -i 
are  to  raise  a  force  greater  tlian  is  competeat  J 
accomplish  the  su&tantial  objftcu  we  have  I 
view,  tor  the  purpose  alone  of  convincing  that  nl 
tion  we  are  in  earnest — that  is,  that  we  mei 
what  we  say.  This  would  appear  to  me  beneai 
the  dignity  of  the  £4jegislature,  and  derogatory 
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ke  salioAal  chsiaeier.  Besides,  thcte  is  no  rear 
ID  10  believe  it  would  have  the  proposed  e^t ; 
;  would  only  waste  unaeeiessarily  yonr  resources^ 
riihout  pnnLttciDff  the  least  pubiie  advantage. 
!bere  are  some  of  yoar  own  citizens  who  pretend 
)  believe  yoo  are  not  seriously , determined  to 
foseeute  tae  avowed  objects  of  your  prepara^ 
ions;  and  the  British  Government,  as  usualj  may 
irobftbly  take  its  tone  from  theirs.  The  use  you 
oake  of  your  troops,  as  well  as  the  decisi6n  ^itd 
oerg^y  with  which  you  act,  and  not  the  number 
o«  raise,  will  best  prove  vour  sincerity,  and  will 
lose  probably  convince  that  nation  that  you  are 
01  only  in  earnest  in  your  preparations,  but  that 
oa  know  and  will,  maintain  your  rights;  and 
kat  you  feel  your  wrongs,  and  will  avenge  them. 
Viih  regard  to  the  forces  Qreat  Britain  has  in 
Canada,  said  Mr.  C,  there  is.  no  reason  to  believe, 
\&  already  stated,  the  regqlar  troops  there  exceed 
ijx  Uioosand,  or  that  there  could  be  more  than 
ea  tlioasaod  militia  brought  into  actual  service, 
ioppose,  however,  the  statement  of  the  gentleman 
orrect,  would  not  double  the  number  of  your 
egolar  troops  be  sufficient,  under  all  supposable 
isadrantages,  to  oppose  theseven  thousand  Brit-- 
lb  iroops?  And  could  not  your  volunteers  sue- 
essMy  eneoanter  C^anadian  militia  1  No  one, 
\  is  presumed,  would  be  willing  to  deny  this. 
Jpon  what  solid  ground,  then,  can  it  be  contended 
tet  twenty-five  thousand  reguhir^  troops  would 
e  Deoessary  for  that  service  ? 
Bat  the  honerable  gendemnn  says  he  has  not 
Boch  confidence  in  volupteers;  that  they  wilt 
aelt  away  like  a  ball  of  snow,  d^.  This,  door 
rise,  said  Ikf  r^  C<i,  is,  as  has  been  already  stated, 
»f  modern  date  .among  those  professing  to  be  fte*^ 
wUieani;  it.  was  once  considered  rank.  Federal 
loctrisc,  which  gave  alarm  to  the  friends  of  lib* 
ertf,aad  contributed  in  a  great  degree  to  destroy 
iheir  confidence  in  those  avowing  it, .  The  militia 
bare  always  been  considered,  b|^  the. most  distin* 
piished  advocates  of  sound  principles,  the  bul* 
eark  of  odr  liberties,  and,  on  emergencies,  the- 
piardisQs  of  our  rights.-  Volunteers  are  the  bet- 
n  sort  of  militia^  and  at  least  equally  to  be  relied 
upon ;  they  have,  on  many  occasions  during  the 
Eterotation,  diaiinguiahed  themselves  by  their  pa- 
triotism and  bravery.  Why  should  we  now  place 
ao  confidence  in  them,  or  insinuate  they  would 
dmt  their  posts  ?  Will  they  not  serve  out  the 
time  fur  which  'they  may  engage;  and  cannot 
l^ea  their  places,  it  necessary,  be  supplied  by 
oihcrsi 

Mr.  C.  said,  it  was  diffieult  to  perceive  how 

iome  of  the  arguments  addueed  by  the  honorable 

nember  could  be  reconciled;  for,  at  the  same 

tims  tiiat  he  Insists  upon  increasing  your  expend- 

iiures  much  |>eyond  what  he  states  to  be  the  views 

of  the  Government,  he  gives  you  to  understand 

^t  the  person  who  ,has  the  direction  of  your 

Kveooe  is  not  well  qualified  to  provide  .the  means 

>«ttisary  to  meet  such  ezpeaditures.    If  this  be 

(fie  ease,  it  would  seem  a  strong  argooaent  for 

cireaoucribinr  your  expenses  as  much'  as  praeti- 

c>^.    He  told  you  the  Secreury  of  the  Trees- 

Vf  iiad  the  reputation  of  poaaeattng  great  finan- 
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eial  talents;  bat  he  inquired  what  evidence  ha 
had  ever  ffiven  of  a  capacity  to  devise  ways  and 
means  to  bring  money  into  the  Treasury,  and  said 
he  believed,  none;  and  added,  that  his  (the  Secre- 
tary's) talenu  had  induced  us  to  get  rid  of  the  di« 
rect  tax,  and  of  the  salt  lax^  4bc  The  financial 
talents  of  the  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Treas- 
ury Department  are  too  well  known,  said  Mr.  C^ 
to  he  made  at  this  time  the  subject  of  investiffation, 
or  require  new  proofs  to  support  them.  Every 
man,  in  .any  tolerable  degree  conversant  with  the 
proceedings  of  your  Gbvernment  for  the  last  fif- 
teen or  twenty  years,  must  posses  sufficient  data 
to. enable  him  to  form  an  opinion  for  himself  on 
this  subject.  He  must,  however,  be  permitted  to 
declare,  Mr.  C,  said,  this  was  the  first  time  he 
had  heard  the  talents  or  financial  capacity  of 
that  officer,  since  he  came  into  the  Government, 
brought  into  question  by  any  gentleman  pf  known,- 
standing  and  information.  The  sources  from 
which  y;our  revenue  must  arise,  are  in  their  na- 
ture neither  numerous  nor  very  complex,  and 
must  be  obvious  to  most,  if  not  all  men  of  anf 
tolerable  informatiob.  Duties,  on  importations, 
and  the  proceeds  of  your  public  lands,  constitute 
the  sources  on  which  you  must  principally  rely^ 
unless  you  resort  to  internal  taxation,  which  the 
course  pursued  by  gentlemen  wilt  probably  re- 
quire. The  Secretary  bad  no  power  to  draw. 
money  from  any  other  sources  than  those  pro- 
vided by  law.  He  could  not  create  new  sourcea 
of  revenue ;  he  could  recommend  the  imposition 
of  new  taxes,  in  order  to  bring  money  into  the 
Treasury ;  but  the  extent  of  your  expendituree 
hitherto,  it  appears,  did  not  require  it;  and  Mt« 
C.  said  he  sincerely  wished,^as,  did.  he  believed, 
the  great  majority  of  the  nation,  that  this  might 
long  be  the  ease — that  there  mi^ht  be  no  call  for 
the  exertion  of  his  great  financial  talents  to  in- 
vent new  mod^  of  squeezing  money  out  of  the 
people's  pockets  without  their  being  sensible  of  it^ 
to  replenish  your  exhausted  Treasury ;  for,  what- 
ever may  be  the  nature  of  taxes,  they  most  be 
ultimately  paid  by  the  people ;  and  the  inquiry 
can  only  be- with  regard  to  the  mode  in  which 
they  may  be  indluced  most  willingly  to  make  the 
required  contributions.  This  is  the  art  that  would, 
above  all  others,  answer  the  gentleman's  idea  of 
great  financial  capacity — that  is,  the  capacity  te 
hring  money  into  the  Treasury.  But  it  is  bcr 
lieved  that  the  only  opportunities  afibrded  that 
officer,  according  to  our  present  fiscal  arrange- 
mients.  of  exercising  financial  capacityj  consist  in 
skilfully  conducting  the  collection  of  the  revenue 
from  the  sources  created  or  established  by  law. 
and  managing  it  afterwards  with  correctness  ana 
economy  to  meet  the  public  demands ;  and  those 
important  duties^  it  seems  admitted,  have  been 
satisfactorily  performed ;  for  the  gentleman  sayik 
that  that  officer  has  annually  made  you  very  lucid 
reports  on  your  finances,  showing  the  receipts  and 
expenditures,  dtc. 

In  relation  to  the  repeal  of  taxes  ascribed  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury^  the  honorable  gentle- 
man must  have  labored  under  a  mistake.  He 
stated,  the  repeal  of  the  dicect  tax;  he  probably 
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meant  of  the  indirect  taxes ;  the  former  was  im- 
posed for  a  fear  only,  and  the  law  expired  before 
that  officer  came  into  the  Grofernment;  the  indi- 
rect taxes  were  repealed,  afterwards ;  and  though 
from  the  information  he^  Mr.  C,  had  obtained  on 
the  subject,  that  officer  had  no  agency  whatever 
in  such  repeal,  he  belie? ed  the  measure  was  very 
generally  approved  of  by  the  Republicans  through- 
out the  Union.    He  could  speak  with  more  eer- 
lainty  relative  to  the  repeal  of  the  salt  tax,  being 
ihen  a  member  of  the  other  House,  and  in  a  situ- 
ation that  made  it  his  particular  duty  to  attend  to 
4hat  subject;  and  it  was  then  distinctly  under- 
stood, the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  did  not  ap- 
,«rove  of  the  measure,  (as  will  sufficiently  appear 
atom  his  official  reports ;)  that  he  considered  that 
•tax  not  an  oppressive  one,  at  the  same  time  that 
it  was  productive  and  collected  without  any  ex- 
traordinary expense ;  the  Executive,  however,  re- 
commended the  repeal  of  it,  and  after  several  un- 
:suecessful  attempts,  the  measure  at  length  sue- 
ceeded.    The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  cannot, 
therefore,  be  considered  in  anv  respect  whatever 
responsible  for  the  repeal  of  those  taxes ;  and  it 
must  appear  very  extraordinarv  that,  after  a  great 
majority  of  the  nation  has  so  long  unequivocally 
approved  that  measure^  it  should  now  be  brought 
forward  as  evidence  or  the  incapacity  or  miscon- 
duct of  that  officer. 

The  honorable  gentleman  says,  the  inezeeutioa 
of  the  embargo  produced  its  repeat^  dbc. ;  and  that 
this  was  occasioned  by  the  Executive  refusing  to 
accept  the  means  offered  him  by  Congress  to  en- 
force the  execution  of  it ;  and  strongly  insinuates 
all  this  was  produced  by  the  influence  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  tnrough  the  Executive. 
The  repeal  of  the  embargo,  Mr.  C.  said,  was  a 
subject  on  which  he  did  not  wish  to  enter.  It 
was  always  to  him  the  most  unpleasant  that  could 
present  itself.  It  had  at  the  time  met  with  all  the 
feeble  resistance  that  was  then  in  bis  power  (weak 
as  his  state  of  health  was)  to  oppose  to  it.  He 
considered  it  a  measure  which  not  only  damped, 
but  chilled  the  spirit  of  the  nation,  and  impressed 
a  stain  on  its  character,  to  wash  out  which  would 
probably  require  much  of  its  best  blood.  It  was 
not,  however,  the  inexecution  of  the  embargo  that 
occasioned  its  repeal,  nor  was  it  the  influence  of 
the  Treasui^  or  Executive  Departments.  It  was 
the  fatal  panic  with  which  certain  members  in 
both  Houses  were  seized,  in  consequence  of  the 
clamorous  threats  of  the  opposition  in  certain 
quarters  of  the  Union,  that  produced  that  effect. 
The  plan  of  the  Executive  undoubtedly  was,  (as 
he  understood  it  from  himself  at  the  time,)  to 
continue  and  enforce  the  embargo,  combined  with 
the  non^intercourse,  until  the  extraordinary  ses- 
sion proposed  to  be  held  in  the  following  May ; 
whicii  would  give  time  for  that  measure  to  have 
its  full  effect  on  the  belligerents;  would  add  but 
little  to  the  pressure  felt  by  our  own  citizens,  and 
would  afford  all  the  chances  of  avoiding  war, 
arising  from  the  probability  of  those  Powers  being 
induced  to  rescind  their  unjust  edtcu,  and  again 
respect  neutral  rights.  Should  this  favorable 
change  in  their  conduct,  however,  not  take  place,, 


it  was  nndeiatood  to  be  the  opiftioii  of  theEtc» 
tive,  that  war  ought  then  immediately  tosoceet^ 
and  substitute  the  embarga  The  nation  thu 
would  have  been  prepared  for  the  event;  its  i» 
bearance  would  have  been  sufficiently  eviDced;i 
would  have  possessed  all  its  own  resources  uoiia 
paired,  and  had  also  within  its  power  more  (ku 
twenty  millions  of  the  property  and  treasareshe 
lunging  to  one  of  its  expected  enemies,  wbid 
might  justly  be  made  to  eonthbate  to  support  thi 
war  that  should  be  thus  forced  upon  us.  Tki 
spirit  of  the  nation  was  not  cmly  iinbrokeo  ui 
firm,  but  rising  with  the  growing  danger  of  \k 
crisis,  and  its  character  stood  high  at  home  ad 
abroad ;  but  the  Altai  proposition  to  repeal  tki 
embargo,  like  a  demon,  or  the  evil  genius  of  th 
nation,  presenting  itself,  paralyzed,  as  if  bj » 
chantment,  the  best  concerted  measures,  aaddisi- 
pated  all  those  fair  prospects.  It  always  appaid 
to  him,  Mr.  C.  said,  as  placing  the  Natiooai  L» 
gistature  (he  would  not  say  the  nation)  io  tbi 
same  situation  that  the  unwarrantable  dcwnia 
of  his  post,  in  the  day  of  danger,  would  place  ii 
individual.  Hehad^ften  been  sorprised  at  tb( 
numerous  attempts  made,  in  and  oat  of  Coogrert 
by  some  of  those  very  persons  who  voted  for  w 
repeal  of  the  embergo,  to  charge  unjustly,  io  k 
opinion,  the  whole  responsibility  of  that  metsui 
on  the  Administration.  But  he  conld  not  com 
prehend  upon  what  ground  the  honorable  geniM 
man  from  Viiginia,  who  himself  introduced  ad 
supported  the  measure,  could  at  this  day  eipei 
to  transfer  the  odium  of  it  to  the  Executive  ai 
Treasury  Department* 

The  members  of  the  National  Legislature  aK 
undoubtedly  accountable  to  the  people  for  lU 
laws  passed  by  their  votes ;  and  it  must  be  wit| 
a  very  bad  grace  they  aaoribe  tl^eir  enactmeot  t| 
the  influence  of  others.  The  honorable  geadi 
man  informed  you,  he  proposed  to  issue  letters^ 
marque  and  reprisal  as  a  substitute  for  the  en 
bafgo,  as  being  in  his  opinion  better  calculaie 
than  that  measure  to  maintain  the  honor  aai 
promote  the  interests  of  the  nation,  &c.  Ml 
*C.  said,  he  understood  the  provision  aUladed 
in  a  sense  very  different  from  that  stated  bj  t 
gentleman.  Its  true  meaning  would,  howeri 
be  best  understood  by  recurring  to  the  provisii 
itself.  It  is  found  in  the  11th  section  of  the  o 
intercourse  bill,  as  passed  by  the  Senate  in  1 
in  the  following  words:  '^That  the  President ( 
'  the  United  States  be,  and  he  hereby  itf  aotbot 
'  ized,  in  case  either  France  or  Great  Briui 
'  shall  so  revoke  or  modify  her  edicts,  as  that  ihc 
^  shall  cease  to  violate  the  nentrml  commerce  < 

*  the  United  States,  to  declare  the  same  by  pro< 

<  lamation,  after  which  the  trade  of  the  Uoit^ 
'  States  suspended  by  this  act,  and  by  the  a< 
^  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  i\ 
'  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States,  td 
'  the  several  acts  supplemeatarjr  thereto,  msf  b 
^  renewed  with  the  nation  so  doing,  CMd  to  catu 

*  to  be  i$$uedf  under  suiialde  pled^get  aatd  precm 

^  tiom,  ieUert  rf marqm  andrepriaal  aganut  tl 

<  nation  therei^ter  amUnndng  xn  force  its  unlm 
^JvH  edide  ugitinat  the  commerce  (^the  VhiU 
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\UUiM.^  The  latter  part  Is  the  prorision  aUu- 
d  tO}  wbicli  was  stricken  out  in  the  House  of 
epresentatires.  It  is  clear,  said  Mr.  C,  that  b^ 
tj  pforision,  oo  authority  was  inieoded  to  be 
rea  the  President  to  issue  letters  of  marque 
d  reprisal,  except  in  the  event .  of  one  of  the 
ro  great  beUigerents  re?okin«  its  unlawful 
icis.  aod  the  same  being  declared  by  procla- 
atioQ.  Slc^  upon  which  he  was  anthonzed  to 
loe  letters  of  marque  and  repri^l  agaiast  the 
her.  who  should  thereafter  continue  in  foice 
t  oDlawfttl  edicts,  Slc.  If  both  refused  to  re- 
ike  their  edicts,  there  was  no  authority  to  be 
tea  to  issue  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal 
^iost  either ;  and  in  that  eTent,  the  provision 
oold  have  been  a  dead  letter,  or  indeed  worse, 

its  menacing  appearance  might  have  a  ten- 
^ocy  to  irritate,  though  it  waa  in  no  respect  cal- 
ihted  10  make  any  sertoos  impression.  It  ap- 
eared  to  him  at  the  time  a  y^^y  extraordinary 
tfasQre,and  the  most  impolitic  and  dangerous 
at  could  have  been  proposed,  and  he  would 
into  re  to  assert,  you  might  in  vain  search  for 
( likeness  io  the  annais  of  ntilioos :  it  was,  in 
et,  putting  it  in  the  power  of  one  belligerent  to 
(clare  war  for  yoa,  or  determine  when  you 
eold  declare  it  against  the  other;  and  at  the 
me  time,  enabling  the  othei-^who  would  know, 
sbe  did  not  accede  to  the  terms  proposed,  War 
mid  be  the  conse<|uence — to  take  advantage  of 
e  situation  in  which  you  would  place  yourself, 
id,  ia  case  she  determined  not  to  revoke  her 
lict?,  make  the  first  attack  upon  yoQ«  when  you 
void  first  learn  such  was  her  determination, 
om  the  mouths  of  her  cannon,  by  the  seizure 
fyoor  ships^  and  the  bombardment  of  your 
nrss.  It  woohi  also  be  holding  ont  a  threat  to 
ke  belligerents,  which  would  be  more  likely  to 
olist  their  pride  on  the  side  of  persevering  in 
beir  measures,  than  to  induce  them  to'  change 
beo,  and  this  is,^  said  Mr..  C,  the  very  .wise  and 
nportaot  measure  s^id  to  be  intended  as  a  sub- 
litote  for  the  en^rgo!  ^  To  maintain  the  honor 
id  promote  the  interest  of  the  nation,  and  the 
rjeeting  of  which  occasioned  the  British  Qov- 
hifflent  to  disavow  the  arraogetnent  vfith  Mr. 
Efskine !"  Mr.  C.  said  he  could  hardly  persuade 
imself  that  the  honorable  gentleman  was  seri- 
is  in  this  statement.  It  was  the  first  time  he 
ad  erer  heard  any  importance  attached  to  that 
Beasure.  It  was  in  itself  too  crude  and  incon- 
isieat  with  national  policy  to  claiin  or  receive 
nblic  notice  at  home  or  abreiid;  its  existence 
its  probably  never  known  in  Great  Britain,  and 
b  rejection  could  certainly  have  had  no  agency 
a  the  disavowal  of  the  arrangement  with  Mr. 
Knkine.  The  premature  repeal  of  the  embargo, 
^wnbined  with  the  great  events  then  unfolding 
ikemseWes  in  Europe,  no  doubt,  produced  the 
^rowal  of  that  arrangement. 

Among  the  many  extraordinary  materialspressed 
iiMothis  discussion,  was  a  paragraph  from  a  news- 
paper poblisbed  in  duebec,  read  by  the  gende- 
iBSQ.  it  is  presumed  as  a  part  of  his  speech.  This 
vas  aot  a  comment  on  the  President's  Message, 
(tsit  was  stated  by  the  gentleman  to  he.)  but  a 


petty  effort,  of  the  most  stupid  kind,  to  censure, 
by  anticipation,  what  the  writer  supposed  the 
Message,  which  he  had  not  seen,  would  contain. 
Mr.  C.  said  he  would  not  deign  to  remark  on  the 
contents  of  that  production,  nor  sully  the  discus- 
sions of  the  Senate,  by  again  bringing  before 
them  matter,  in  his  opinion,  so  indecorous,  as  well 
as  frivolous  an4  irrelevant.    He  noticed  it  only 
to  express  his  surprise  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber, contrary,  as  he  believed,  to  his  usual  prac- 
tice, should  so  far  descend  from  the  respect  due 
himself  and  the  National  Legislature,  as  to  in- 
troduce on  this  floor  a  scurrilous  paragraph  from 
a  pettv  newspaper,  published  in  a  neiffhboring 
dependent  colpny  of  a  foreign  Power,  the  object 
of  which   wa»  to  reflect  on   the  proceedings, 
though  not  then  known,  of  his  own  Groveroment.- 

The  hoporable  gentleman  has  ttld  you  that  in 
'76,  when  your  population  was  but  about  two  mil- 
lioo^s  you  had  more  than  forty-six  thousand  reg- 
ular troops  in  service;  and  now,  when  yonr  pop- 
ulation is  more  than  threefold,  and  your  pecuni-^ 
ary  resources  greatly  increased,  it  is  proposed  to 
raise  thirty-five  thousand  only,  and  yet  an  alarm 
is  made  about  supporting  them,  d^. ;  and  he 
asks  '^  If  we  are  at  tne  maximum  of  our  capacity ; 
and  whether  an  occasion  does  not  exist  to  call 
out  a  force  as  great  as  our  capacity  would  eiiable 
us1"&c. 

Mr.  C.  said,  according  to  the  information  he 
had  obtained  on  the  subject,  the  forty-six  thou- 
sand men  in  service  in  1776,  were  not  all  regular 
troops,  but  including  all  descriptions  of  troops  ^ 
then  employed  under  public  authprity.  He  could 
not,  however,  perceive  how  the  number  employed 
in  1776 'should  regulate  the  number  now  to  be 
raised.  The  object  then  was^  to  shake  ofi"  the 
shackles  of  slavery  that  enchained  the  people  of 
thi$  country,  and  were  about  being  ri vetted  on 
them  with  additional  severity.  It  was  a  great 
effort  to  resist  the  oppression  of  a  powerful  na- 
tion, having  at  the  time,  and  claiming  the  right 
to  hold  the  actual  government  of  the  country; 
and  possessing  a  disposable  force,  which  it  was 
known  she  intended  to  employ  for  the  subjuga- 
tion of  the  people  of  thjs  couiUry,  much  greater 
than  their  population  or  means  could  be  supposed 
equal  to  resist.  The  question,  thtn^  .with  the 
American  people,  was  not  what  force  would  be 
necessary  to  bring  into  service,  but  what  force 
the  exertion  of  their  utmost  energies  could  op- 
pose to  their  powerful  enemy.  Such  is  not  the 
question  at  this  time ;  no  one  denies  the  ability 
of  the  nation  to  bring  into  actual  service,  and  also 
provide  for  their  support,  if  the  occasion  required 
it,  not  only  thirty-five  thousand,  but  one  hundred 
thousand  men.  Seven  millions  of  people,  with 
the  pecunmry  resources  of  this  country  properly 
managed,  could  not  be  really  oppressed  by  the 
employment  and  support  of  one  hundred  thou- 
sand men  for  such  term  as  it  is  reasonable  to 
suppose  the  war  would  continue. 

but  the  question  now  ought  to  be,  what  num> 
ber  of  troops,  and  of  what  description,  is  requisite 
to  accomplish,  in  due  time,  and  with  sufficient 
certainty,  (he  objects  you  have  in  view^  anti 
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woald  ttt  the  same  time  occasion  the  least  public 
incoovenieDce,  and  produce  the  least  pecuniary 
pressure  on  the  people.    To  determine  this  cor- 
rectly, you  must  regulate  the  number  and  descrip- 
tion of  trooDs  you  call  into  service,  by  the  amount 
&nd  kind  or  force  to  be  resisted  or  subdued,  ^nd 
not  by  the  capacity  of  the  nation.    There  is  no 
ground  to  believe,  frbm  the  gentleman's  own 
statement,  the  force  to  be  opposed  is  so  great  as 
to  require  the  utmost  exertions  of  tb» nation.  We 
have  not,  therefore,  said  Mr.  C,  comtf  to  the 
maximum  of  our  capacity;  nor  does  an  occlusion 
exist  that  requires  afbrce  to  be  raised  as  great  as 
our  capacity  would  enable  us.    It  would  be  the 
worst  policy  we  could  pursue,  and  prove  most 
injurious  to  the  nation,  to  call  into  actual  service, 
at  the  commencement  of  a  war,  a  force  so  greatly 
beyond  what  tne  occasion  demande4!.  and  thereby 
waste  your  strength  and  ejdiaun  your  resources 
before  the  crisis  arrived  that  might  require  the 
exertion  all  vour  energies.    It  would  seem,  said 
Mr.  C,  as  if  gentlemen  conceived  they  evinced 
their  patriotism  by  the  number  of  regular  troops 
for  which  they  voted;  nothing  could,  however, 
be  more  fallacious,  nor  would  the  public  be  de-i 
eeived  by  such  a  delusion.    It  was  as  easy  to 
vote  for  100.000  men  as  for  10.000 ;  but  the  people 
must  at  last  furnish  both  the  soldiers  and  th% 
means  to  support  them,  and  the  nation  will  be 
able  to  determine  by  the  conduct  and  votes  of 
gentlemen,  on  the  ulterior  measures  that  may 
come  before j[ou,  whether  the  advocates  for  so 
large  i  regular  force  ks  thktcontaiveH  in  the  bill, 
or  those  who  support  the  present  motion,  being 
disposed  to  proviaesuch  forces  and  of  such  descrip- 
tions  only  as  in  their  opinion,  as  well  as  that  of 
the  Qovernment,  would  be  sufficieut  to  meet  the 
present  emergency,  and  could  be  most  usefully 
employed,  are  most  in  earnest  on  this  subject,  and 
will  ultimately  prove  most  firm  and  decided  in 
supporting  the  rights  and  honor  of  their  country. 
Among  the  strange  doctrines  lately  advanced, 
one  is  introduced  on  this  occasion  by  the  hooor- 
able  gentleman,  that  will  not  a  little  surprise  the 
people  of  America,  and  that  is,  that  the  accumu* 
Jation  of  public  debt  is  of  no  great  importance  to 
the  nation.    The  gentleman  asked  if  any  one  felt 
any  benefit  from  the  payment  of  fifty  millions  of 
the  public  debt  1  Apd  observed,  to  use  his  own 
words,  '*  the  increase  of  the  public  debt  is  no  great 
bugbear,''  dbc.    The  advantages  arising  from  ex* 
tinguishing  the  public  debt,  said  Mr.  C,  cannot 
well  b#  mistaken,  and  most  be  felt  by  every  mem- 
ber of  society  capable  of  feeling  thp  pressure  of 
public  taxes.    By  the  extioguishment  of  fifty 
millions  of  your  public  debt,  which  has  been  ef- 
fected by  the  operations  of  your  Treasury  De- 
partment, the  nation  is  relieved  from  the  payment 
of  at  least  three  millions  of  interest  annually — a 
sum  more  than  the  proceeds  of  all  the  internal 
taxes — the  repeal  of  which  has  been  so  mueh  re- 
gretted by  the  honorable  gentleman.    Your  ^i' 
nances  are  therefore  rendered  as  productive  by 
the  extinction  of  that  amount  of  debt,  without 
those  internal  taxes.,  as  they  wonld  be  with  them 
had  such  debt  continued  unpaid ;  and  this  suta  of 


three  millions,  annuiAly,  reaMina  now  at  the& 
posal  of  the  Qov«mmenc,  mAy  be  applied  tothi 
support  of  the  war.  in  case  of  such  event,  ail 
will  therefore  certainly  diminish,  by  thatamonii^ 
thererenue  to  be  annually  raised  from  tbepeo; ' 
woufd  they  not. therefore  be  sensible  of  this, 
consider  it  a  benefit  t  But  it  seems  the  tocres&e 
the  public  debt  is  not  matter  of  moeh  impoi 
to  the  nation !    If  it  is  not.  said  Mr*  C,  whtt 
important  to  the  nation?   Are  the  people  to 
told,  that  to  augment  the  public  debt,  which  thef 
and  their  successors  are  solemnly  pledged  tore 
imborse,  which  is  an  encorabranee  to  its  follei< 
tent  on  their  estates  and  poss(essi<^ns  of  era) 
kind,  is  in  itself  of  so  Utile  coasequeoce  as  not 
be  considered  of  mueh  importance  to  the  naiioD 
Upon  the  same  principle  the  gentleman  Diibi 
say,  that  to  impose  new  taxes  on  the  people,  t 
increase  their  bdrdens  from  time  to  tinie,Qn^ 
they  groaned  under  the  pressure,  would  oot 
matter  of  such  imporiftnce  to  the  nation.    Is 
old  maximj  formerly  ascribed  to  the  oppositi 
^  that  a-  public  debt  is  a  public  blessing,"  i 
once  so  niu^h  and  so  justly  reprobated,  now 
brott^t  fortirard  and  supported  by  professed 
publicans?  Thik  has  always  been  considered 
rankest  doctrine  of  high-toned  leaders  in  Fedei 
times,  and  cannot  faitto  awaken  the  public  mii 
to  investigate  the  views  of  those  who  advocate 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lbib,  it  was  agreed  that 
question  for  striking  out  be  taken  by  yeas 
nays ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Caiipbbi.i^  of  Ti 
nessee,  the  Senato  adjourned. 


TBtJB»D^T,  December  19. 

T^e  Pbebidbmt  communicated  a  resolotiont 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Verisont,  confina 
ing,  on  the  part  of  the  State,  the  resolution  ra 
an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  reapectingii 
ties  of  nobility ;  which  was  read. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Repreaentatin 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  recede  (nd 
their  disagreement  to  the  ameodments  of  li 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  for  the  a| 
portionment  of  Representatives  among  the  serj 
ral  States,  according  to  the  third  enumeration." 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideratioo  of  tli 
bill  to  raise,  for  a  limited  time,  an'<addit tonal  mi 
iiary  force;  and  the  motion  made  the  17th  in 
to  strike  out  the  word  **  ten,"  section  one,  li 
three,  was  determined  in  the  negative — ^yeas  11 
nays  31,  as  follows : 

'  ViBAB^MeBsrs.  Anderson,  Bradley,  Brent,  Cam 
bell  of  Ohio,  Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Cn^ 
ford,  Catts,  FrankUn,  Lambert,  Smith  of  New  Y< 
and  Wortiiingtott. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bayafd,  Bibb,  Dana,  GhdUard, 
man,  Oilea,  <}Hlraan,  Goodrich,  Oregg,  Horsey,  How 
Hunter,  Leib,  Uoyd,  Pope>  Reed,  RobiiMm,  Tait,  Ta; 
lor,  Turner,  and  Y  amam» 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossej 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended?  it  was  detel 
mined  in  the  affirmative*  I 

The  Senate  resumed,  asin  Committee  of  thl 
Whole,  the  bill  appropriatiQg  a  sum  of  moael 
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r  procarinff  maaitioin  of  wa'r ;  and.  on  the  qaes- 
m,  Shall  tnis  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
oe?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 
The  Senate  resumed,  a9  in  Committee  of  the 
'boie,  the  bill  for  the  establishment  of  a  qiiar- 
rmastePs  department;  and,  on  the  question/ 
ball  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third 
ne?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirhiative. 
The  following  Message  was  reeeired  from  the 

RESIDENT  OP  THB  UnTTED  StATES: 

J 

}{k  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  ike  United  States : 
1  lay  before  Congress  two  letters  received  from  CK)t- 
Qor  Harrison,  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  reporting  the 
fticQlarB  and  the  issne  of  the  expedition  under  his 
mmand,  of  whieh  notice  was  taken  in  my  comniuni- 
fion  ^f  Norember  6th. 

While  it  is  deeply  lamented  that  to  many  nJUabie 
m hsTtbeen loet in  theaelion  which  took  place  on 
e  7th  oitiBio*  CongMMi  wil(  see^  with  saCisiaelMMH  the 
■nUeM  i^t  and  featitnde  notoriously  displayed  >y 
uj  deicnption  of  the  troops  engaged^  as  wall^as  the 
Dected  finnness  which  disunguished  their  command- 
^on  an  occasion  reqiiirittg  the  utmost  exertions  of 
br  and  discipline. 

It  may  lessonably  be  expected  that  the  good  effects 
this  critical  defeat  and  dispersion  of  a  combination 
ttTages,  which  appears  to  have  been  spreading  to  a 
eater  extent,  will  be  experienced  not  only  in  a  cessa- 
tft  of  the  murders  ana  depredations  committed  on 
ff  frontier,  but  in  the  prcTention  of  any  hostile  incur- 
R»  otherwise  to  have  neen  apprehended. 
The  fiamilies  of  those  brave  and  pattiotic  citixens 
ho  have  fallen  in  this  severe  conflict,  wi^^  doubtless, 
tme  the  &vorable  attention  of  Gongress. 

JAMS8  MABfSON. 
WiMivotMr,  Dee*  16, 1811.  ^ 

The  Message  and  letters  referred  to  "Were  read, 
M  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


Feidat,  0.e«:eiiiber  30. 
Ifr.  Oilman,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 

II  to  raise,  for  a  limited  time,  an  additionai  miU 
hry  force,  correctly  engrossed ;  aUd  the  bill  was 
id  the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  filled^  On  the 
BettioD,  Shall  this  bill  pass?  it  was  determined 
I  the  affirmative — yeas  26,  nays  4,  as  follows : 

TiiB— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bradley,  Campbell 
[Ohio,  Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Orawftird, 
jQttfi,  FraoUin,  Oaillard,  German,  Oifmen,  Gregg, 
nrney,  Howell,  Letb,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Reed,  Ro'binson, 
oith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner^  Vamum, 
Id  Worthmgton.  . 

NATa—Messis.  Dana,  Geoditeh,  HQ&lar>  and  Lam- 

On  motion,  by  Mr»  Obawford,  it  was  agreed 
^ameod  the  title  of  the  bill,  by  strikfog  out  the 
^fds  "for  a  limited  iime.» 
^00  it  was  Reidved,  That  thia  bill  paas,  and  that 
Kit  title  thereof  be  ''An  act  to  raise  an  additional 
*wiarjr  force." 

.^^'  OiLMAR,  froto  the  eommitlee,  reported  the 
nlltppropriaiinga  8umx>f  money  for  proeoring 
Djj&iiionB  of  war.  correctly  engrossed ;  a«d  the 
WlwM  read  the  third  time. 
^  motion,  by  Mr.  Crawto ad,  it  waa  agreed  to 


gostpoiie  the  further  consideratioci  thereof  until 
londay  next."- 

Mr.  GiLM AN.  fVom  the  commifteej  also  reported 
thie  bill  for  the  establishment  of  a  quartermaster^ 
department,  correctly  engrossed ;  and  the  bill  waa 
read  the  third  time. 

On  motion j  it  was  agreed  to  pottpone  the  fur« 
ther  consideration  of  this  bill  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  hill  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  raise  certain  companies  of  spies 
or  ranffers,  for  the  protection  of  the  frontier  of 
the  United  States ;  and  the  btll  was  amended ; 
and  the  President  reported  it  to  the  House  ac« 
cordiogly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  thia  bill  be  engrossed 
atid  read  a  third  time  as  amended?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  extending  the  time  of  certain  pa- 
tents granted  to  Robert  Fulton  ;  and,  on  motion, 
by  Mr.  German,  it  was  agreed  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  thereof  until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  WoRTHiNQTON  presented  the  petition  of 
Submit  R.  Strong,  widow  of  Major  Btij^h  Strong, 
late  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  on  behalf 
of  herself  and  three  infant  children  ;  statins;  that 
her  husband,  while  in  the  service  of  the  united 
States,  died  of  a  malignant  feve^  leaving  her  and 
his  children  in  very  indigent  circumstances;  and 

E raying  that  the  half-pay,  or  pension,  that  would 
ave  been  allowed  the  representatives  of  the  de- 
ceased, had  be  died  by  a  wound  or  wounds,  re- 
ceived in  actual  service,  may  be  extended  to  her^ 
for  reasons  stated  at  large  in  the  petition  ;  whieh 
was  rea4«  ^nd  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  W.,  also,  presented  the  petition  of  AmtM 
SpaflTord,  statitig  that  he  hath  improved  acermin 
portion  of  the  public  land  near  the  foot  of  the 
rapids,  on  the  south  side  of  the  Miami,  and  pray- 
ing that  a  law  may  be  passed  permitting  him  to 
locate  a  quarter  section  of  land,  covering  his  im^ 
provements,  at  the  price  of  other  pubfic  lands, 
when  exposed  to  sale ;  for  reasons  staled  at  large 
in  the  petition. 

Mr.  W.,  also,  presented  the  petition  of  Lewia 
Bond  t«d  others, -residing  on  the  Miami  riv«r, 
praying  that  they  may  be  confiraied  in  tbetr  poa* 
sessions  of  oertaitt  lands  therein  meiktiooed,  foi 
reasons  stated  at  large  in  the  petitioa ;  and  tha 
petitions  were  severally  read. 

Orderedj  That  they  beseverallj  referred  to  the 
committee  appointed  the  14th  or  November,  to 
inquire  if  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  further  provia* 
ions  or  alterations  are  necessary  for  the  distribu'^ 
tion  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 


MONDATj  December  23. 

Mr.  CoNDiT  presentetf  the  petition  of  Abram 
Ogden,  of  BlizabetbtowB,  in  the  State  of  New 
Jersey,  stating  that  he  hath  constructed  a  boat,  to 
be  propelled  by  steam,  at  a  considerable  expense, 
and  praying  that  the  bill  pending  in  the  Senate 
Oft  this  subject  may  not  paas,  for  reasons  stated  af 
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large  ia  die  pedtioo ;  vhidi  was  read,  aail  or- 
dered to  be  printed  for  the  ase  of  the  Senate. 


Tbe  Pbbsidbrt  eommaaicated  the  report  of  ^  rectlf  engrooed ;  and  the  bill  was  read  the  thir 


ihe  Seeretary  for  the  Department  of  State  on  the 
pctiiion  of  Thomas  Brown,  referred  to  his  con- 
sideration the  2d  instsot ;  which  was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  extendiucr  the  time  of  certain  pa* 
tents  granted  to  Robert  Fulton ;  and,  on  motion, 
by  Mr.  Cbawporo,  it  was  agreed  that  the  further 
consideration  thereof  be  poaponed  until  to-mof^ 
row. 


to  raise  eertaia  codtpaaies  of  raof^ers  for  the  pn 
tection  of  the  frontier  of  tbe  United  States,  ca 


Tuesday,  December  24. 

Mr.  Qbbmam  presented  the  memorial  of  Goar- 
erneur  Morris,  and  others,  commissioners,  ap- 
pointed by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  for  the  consideration  of  all  matters 
relating  to  the  opening  a  canal  navigation  between 
the  great  Lakes  and  Hudson's  river,  praying  the 
co-operadon  and  aid  of  Congress  in  the  contem- 
plated work,  for  reasons  stated  at  large  in  the 
memorial ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  6th  inst., 
the  memorial  of  the  President  and  Managers  of 
the  Union  Canal  Company  of  Peonsylrania,  with 
the  addition  of  two  members,  to  consider  and  re- 
port itberoon  by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and  Messrs. 
Cbawfobd  and  Gbbman  were  addcwl  to  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PBESIDSNT  OF  THE  UxiTBD  StATBS  : 

To  the  JSenaU  and  Houte  &f 

Repre$miaiitfe$  of  the  United  Stmtee  * 

I  eoBununicate  to  Coagrets  copies  of  an  set  of  the 
Legislstare  of  New  York,  relating  to  a  canal  fima  the 
great  Lakes  to  Hudson's  rivf  r.  In  making  the  oom- 
monication,  I  consalt  the  respect  due  to  that  State,  in 
whose  behalf  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the  act 
have  plaoed  it  in  my  hands  for  the  parpose. 

The  utility  of  canal  navigation  is  universslly  admit- 
ted. It  is  not  less  certain,  that  scarcely  any  conntiy 
offers  more  extensive  opportuaities  for  that  branch  of 
improvements  than  the  tlnited  States;  and,  none, per- 
haps, inducements  equally  persuasive  to  make  the  most 
of  them.  The  particular  ondertahing  contemplated  by 
the  State  ef  New  York»  which  mwdts  an  honotaUe 
spirit  of  entflcprise  and  comprises  objects  of  national 
aswell  as  more  limited  importance,  will  recall  the  atten- 
tion of  Congress  to  the  signal  advantages  to  be  derived 
to  the  United  States  from  a  general  system  of  internal 
eommunlcation  and  conveyance ;  and  suggest  to  their 
consideration  whatever  steps  may  be  proper,  on  their 
part,  towards  its  introduction  and  accomplishment. 
As  some  of  those  advantages  have  an  intimate  con- 
nexion with  arrangements  and  exertions  for  the  gen- 
eral security,  it  is  at  a  period  calling  for  these  that  the 
merits  of  such  a  system  will  be  seen  in  the  strongest 
Ughto. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Washikotok,  Deeemhew  23, 1811. 

The  Message  and  documents  therein. referred 
to  were  read ;  and  referred  to  tbe  committee  last 
mentioned,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Oilman,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
billaathoriziog  the  President  of  the  United  States  | 


time^nd  the  blanks  were  filled.  On  motion  b 
Mr.  WoBTBiBGTON,  it  WAS  agTced,  by  unanimoi 
eooseot,  to  amend  the  bill,  bj  toserting,  in  i« 
tion  one,  line  eight  of  the  printed  bill,  after  th 
word  "necessary,"  the  foflowing  words:"  aa 
exceeding  six^"  and, 

EemdiSd,  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  tbe  uti 
thereof  be  ''An  act  authorizing  the  President  o 
the  Untied  States  to  raise  certain  companies  d 
rangers  for  the  protection  of  the  frontier  of  tk 
United  States." 

Mr.  GiucAK,  from  the  coounittee  to  wliom  vi 
referred  the  bili,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  c 
John  Born  ham,"  reported  it  withoat  amend  meal 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading*  of  tk 
btil  for  the  establiahment  of  a  qoarfermastei' 
department ;  and  the  blanks  were  filled ;  and,  a 
motion  by  Mr.  Bkbrt,  it  was  agreed  that  ik 
forcber  consideration  of  the  bill  be  postponed  or 
til  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  Campbblli,  of  Tenneseee,  ptvsented 
resolutions  of  tbe  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ti 
nessee,  disapproving  of,  and  dissenting  from, 
amendment  to  tbe  Constitution  of  the  Uaiti 
States,  proposed,  by  tbe  Legislature  of  the  St 
of  Massachusetts,  June  19,  1809^  respecting 
bargoes  and  commercial  restrictions :  also,  fr 
tbe  amendment  to  tbe  Constitution  of  tbe  Unite 
Stales,  proposed  by  the  Legislature  of  the  Stai 
t>f  Vi^inia,  on  the  13th  January,  1808,  respeciiB 
the  removal  from  offiee  of  the  Senators  in 
yress  of  the  United  States,  by  a  vote  of  the  resj 
ive  State  Legislatures :  also,  from  the  amendi 
to  the  Coostiiotion  of  the  United  States,  as 
posed  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl 
vania,  April  3d.  1809,  '*  that  an  impartial  tribuoi 
may  be  established,  to  determine  dispates  bet  wee 
the  General  and  State  govenHneots;*'  and  approi 
ing  ofj  and  agreeing  to,  the  amendment  to  tk 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  proposed  b 
Congress,  respecting  titles  of  nobility.  And  th 
resolutions  were  read. 


FfiiDAy,  Deceinber  27. 

The  pREaioBNT  communicated  the  memorial  < 
certain  citizeoa  and  inhabitants  of  the  Territor 
of  Mitihi^n,  stating  their  very  exposed  aituatio 
in  tbe  ricinity  of  tbe  Indians,  and  requesting  tb 
interposition  of  Ctorernment  for  their  protectio^ 
and  the  memorial  was  jread.  l 

Tbe  PaEstOBMT  also  communicated  the  memq 
rial  of  the  Legialatuie  of  the  Indiana  Territoi 
praying  graau  of  land,  respecti?ely,  to  the  U 
representatires  of  such  officers  and  soldiers  asiei 
ia  tbe  lute  action  under  Gbrernor  Harrison 
command,  some  of  whom  bad  heretofore  mad| 
locations  of  land,  partial  payments,  and  impror^ 
ments  tbefeon ;  also,  to  each  of  the  anrririnj 
officers  and  soldiers  of  said  corps  such  donatio^ 
in  land  as  Congress  may  deem  expedient ;  an^ 
the  memorial  was  read.  | 

Mr.  Qbbmam  presented  the  memorial  of  Isaia) 
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{UMBIR^  ISll. 


Proeeeding9. 
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iwQsead,  aod  others,  statiiig  tiiat,  in  the  year 

II.  the  meiaorialUcs,  at  great  expense,  built  two 
Its,  under  conviction  that  tbty  had  a  right 
ereto  by  the  existing  laws  of  the  United  States. 
'  the  purpose  of  plymg  between  New  York  ana 
;baQy,aod  which  thev  have  done  successAilIy $ 
4  pnjing  a  bill  on  the  subject  of  steamboats, 
)w  before  the  Senate,  may  not  pass,  for  reasons 
iitd  It  large  in  the  memorial;  which  was 
id,  lod  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  ose  of  the 
Hiiie. 

Tbe  following  Message  was  received  from  tha 

lUIDBNT  OP  THE  IbllT^  STATga : 

itke  SeaaU  and  HouBt  ttf  - 

ReptietaaiiveM  cfthe  Uniied  StateB.- 
Ilaybt&ie  Congress  «opie»of  nsolotioas  •atersd 
Id  by  tbi  Ijsgislatara  of  PemMyhraima,  which  havs 
en  tnumitted  to  ni«»  with  that  view,  by  the  Gov* 
nor  of  dat  State,  in  pozsuance  of  one  of  the  said 
tololiflDi* 

JAMBS  MADISON. 

WitaiTSTos,  December  87, 1811* 
Tbe  Message  and  resolations  therein  referred 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
Mr.  LuB  presented  the  memorial  of  Oliver 
raoL  stating  that  the  memorialist  verily  be- 
ires  bimielf  to  be  the  original  proposen  of  steakn* 
Us  tod  steam- wagons  in  the  United  States, 
loetor  Franklin  only  excepted ;)  and  that  he 
pKeires  bi3  patent,  dated  February  14,  1804, 
^red  to  him  the  right  to  use  his  engine  for 
Its,  millf,  and  land  carriages^  %nd  praying  to 
left  in  full  posaeeeion  of  those  rights,  for  rea- 
n  sUted  at  large  in  the  memorial ;  which  was 

III.  aod  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Qq  motion,  by  Mr.  Lloyo.,  it  was  agreed  that 
t  forther  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  esUib 
ikmeDtof  a  quartermaster's  department  be  post- 
med  Qoui  Taeaday  next. 


MoNOAT,  December  30. 

Air.  Howell  presented  tbe  petition  of  Nathan* 
i Smith,  naral  officer  for  the  district  of  Provi- 
nce, praying  additional  compensation  for  his 
rrices^  for  reasona  stated  at  large  therein ;  and 
e  petuioD  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
nmittee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill 
otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Ho  well,  Gebqo,  and 
lADLET,  were  appointed  the  committee* 
A  messu^e  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
iormed  the  Senate  that  the  Hojuse  have  passed 
Ui)  entitled  "An  act  to  continue  in  force,  for  a 
nker  time,  the  first  section  of  the  act,  entitled 
^  act  farther  to  protect  the  commerce  and  sea- 
n  of  the  United  States  against  the  Barbaiy 
iversfiUo  a  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  directing 
«  terms  on  which  the  lands  sold  at  public  sale, 
^ihat  rerert  for  failure  in  payment^  shall  again 
tioU;"  in  which  billa  they' oesire  the  cpncur* 
a^  of  the  Senate. 

^  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and  passed 
M^eiecond  reading. 

MrBiYARn  presented  the  petition  of  the  Presi- 
^Btiod  Trustees  of  the  PhUadelphia  and  Wil- 
it>«ton  Steamboat  Companfi  stating  that  they 


are  desirous  of  estaUiahiag  a  daHy  packet,  to  be 

E repelled  bysteam,  to  ply  tetweeen  Philadelphia, 
trendy  wine,  and  Christiana  creek:  that  they 
have  it  in  their  power  to  obtain  an  engineer,  who 
is  an  alien,  to  conduct  and  superintend  the  work, 
upon  being  admitted  to  receive  a  share  of  the  net 
profits ;  that  a  boat  of  the  size  and  form  contem- 
plated would  be  subject  to  the  same  rules  aod 
regulations  as  if  employed  in  the  foreign  or  coast- 
ing trade,  which  exclude  an  alien,  who  is  the  con- 
structor or  projector,  from  a  share  of  the  boat  or 
profits,  and  that  they  will  be  deprived  of  the  aid 
of  this  artist  without  the  interposition  of  Con* 
gress;  and  praying  relief;  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise; 
and  Messrs.  Batabo,  CoNnrr,Bnd  Ho  well,  were 
appointed  the  committee.    % 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  extendinc  tbe  time  of  certain  pat- 
ents griTnted  to  Robert  Fulton ;  and  the  bill  was 
amended,  and  the  President  reported  it  to  the 
House  accordingly. 

On  the  question',  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  to 
authorize  the  laying  oat  and  opening  a  public 
road  from  tbe  line  established  by  the  treaty  of 
Greenville  to  the  North  Bend,  in  the  State  of 
Ohio,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act  for  the  relief  of 
John  Bnrnham ;"  and,  on  the  quescton,  Shall  this 
bill  be- read  a  third  time?  it  was  determined  in 
the  negative. 

Mr.  Bradlbt  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

lUiohed,  That  the  membeis  of  this  House  will  wear 
crape  mi  the  left  arm  for  one  month,  in  testimony  c^ 
the  national  respect  and  sorrow  for  the  unfortonate 
perKUis  who  perished  in  the  dty  of  Riehmond,  in  Vir- 
ginia, on  the  night  of  the  S6th  of  the  present  month. 

The  PREeioBNT  eommunieated  the  resolution 
of  tbe  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  approving  the 
cotirae  pursued  by  the  General  Government  to- 
wards the  belligerent  Powers  of  Europe,  and 
pledging  themselves  to  **  support  the  Adminisftra- 
tion  thereof  in  its  efibrts  to  obtain  justice  from 
offending  nations."  The  resolution  was  read, 
and  is  as  follows : 

Resohed  by  the  LegiskUwe  Council  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  in  Gen^ 
oral  Assembly  convened,  That  the  embarrassments  and 
difficulties  under  which  the  United  States  have  for 
many  yearn  labored  have  been  caused  by  the  injustice 
of  foreign  nations  and  of  domestic  faction.  That  the 
late  and  present  Administrations  of  the  General  Got- 
emment  nave,  in  onr  opinioui  pnrsaed  a  wise,  impar- 
tial, and  jnst  ooorse  towards  the  belligerent  Powers  of 
Eniope,  and  each  as  ongfat  to  eoneiliate  and  unite  the 
afisctions^of  every  American  tatimm.  That  the  immp- 
rsspondeoce  jnst  published  between  the  American  Sec- 
wUry  of  State  and  Mr.  Foster,  the  British  Snvey»  af« 
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fi»fd»  ftddilioiwl  tad  oondonv*  eridMce  «f  tlie  detttmi- 
natioD  of  Great  Britata  to  oontiBiie  to  violate  her  meet 
sacred  pledges,  to  tijfle  with  the  American  natioa,  and 
to  pofsevere  in  a  course'  of  unjust  and  hostile  measures 
towards  the  commerce,  the  Government,  and  the  honor 
of  the  United  8Ute%  That  the  late  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress breathes  the  true  spirit  and  feelings  of  the  Ameri- 
can people.  That  we  will  support  the  Administration 
of  the  General  Government,  in  its  efforts  to  obtain  jus-  \ 
tice  from  offending  nations,  with  our  lives  and  fortunes, 
and  for  which  we  pledge  oar  sacred  honors. 

Resohed,  That  the  President  of  the  Conncfl  aad 
Speaker  of  the  Honse  of  Represeatativea  be  requeitad 
to  cause  four  copifs  of  these  resoliptions  to  be  made  out, 
one  of  which  shall  be  transmitted '  to  the  PresideBt  of 
the  United  States,  one  to  the  Fkasident  of  tha  Senate, 
ana  to  tha  Spaakar  of  tha  House  of  BapraseDtativea  of 
tha  United  States,  and  gpe  to  oof  dalegata  in  OongMaa» 

COWLES  MEAD, 
Speaker  eftke  HeueedflUpe. 

A.  MONTGOMERY, 
President  LegiekUwe  CoundL 

TuEaDAT,  Deeember  31. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LfiiB,  one  of  the  tnajoritf,  it 
was  agreed  to  reconsider  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
for  the  relief  of  John  Burnham ;"  and,  on  motion, 
by  Mr.  Oreoo,  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  to  Thiirsday  next. 

Mr.  BRAnLEY  caUed  np  the  motion  made  yes- 
terday on  the  subject ;  and,  on  his  motion,  it  was 
amended  and  agreed  to  as  follows: 
'  Remdtedj  Thatthemembersof  this  House  will 
wear  crape  on  the  left  arm  for  one  month,  in  tes- 
timony of  the  condolence  and  sorrow  of  the  Sen- 
ate for  the  oalamitoua  event  by  whteh  the  Cliief 
Magistrate  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  so  many 
of  her  citizens,  perislMd  by  ore,  in  the  city  of 
Richmond,  on  the  night  of  the  d6tb  of  the  pret- 
est month. 

The  PftfisiDENT  communicated  the  memorial  of 
the  House  of  Representatiires  of  the  Indiana  Ter- 
ritory, approving  the  conduct  and  praying  tha 
.feappoioiment.c?  Governor  H^rriaoo.'  And  the 
memorial  was  read. 

The  pREsiDEiiT  also  eommonicaled  their  me- 
morial, praying;  Congress  to  admit  the  Territory, 
as  a  free  and  independent  Slate,  into  the  Union : 
also,  their  memorial,  praying  tha  office  of  sheriff 
may  he  elective,  for  reasons  therein  stated  at  large ; 
and  the  memoriaU  were  read,  and  severally  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  five 
members,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill 
or  otherwise ;  and  Messrs.  Worth inqton,Greoo, 
Leib,  Franklin,  and  Campbeli.,  of  Tennessee, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  revision  of  former 
confirmations,  and  for  confirmiiig  certain  claims 
to  land  in  the  district  of  Kaskaiutia ;  also,  a  bill, 
entitled  ''Aa  act  providing  for  the  mora  conveni* 
astlakini^of  affidavits  and  bail  in  civil  anuses  de- 
pending in  the  caarts  of  the  United  Sutes;''  in 
which  bills  they  det^ire  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 


The  biUa  last  brooght  op  for  conewTeacevm 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Franklin  presented  the  resolutions  of  ike 
General  Assembly  c(f  the  State  of  North  Caroiioi, 
approving  the  sentiments  contained  in  tkt  Ma 
sage  of  the  President  of  tha  United  Sutes  to  Cock 
greas  at  the  opening  of  the  present  sessioD.  ii| 
resolving,  oaanimoosiy,  that  thef  will  cbeerfali^ 
co-operate  with  the  General  Government  iotb« 
prompt  and  eieetuai  eseeutioa  of  aoch  metsoia 
as  may  be  deemed  best  calculated  to  promote  \k 
interest  and  secufe  the  onion,  Uberty^  aad  io(I^ 
pendenceof  the  United  States;  and  tberetoii< 
tions  were  read^ 

Mr,  Gtuf  AN,  from  the  committee,  reported  iv 
bill  exlendiiig  the  time  of  certain  paienu  %mm 
10  Robert.  Folton  correctly  engrosaed ;  sod  \m 
bill  waa  read  the  third  time;  I 

On  the  qoestien,  Shall  this  bttl  pass?  ttwu 
determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  1^1,  oajs  i 
as  follows :  ^ 


Teas— Messrs.  Anderson,   Bibb,   Bradley,  Bren 
CampbeH  of  Tennessee,  Coadit,  Cotts,  GsHltnl. 
men,  Gregg,  HowaU,  Hooter,  Lambert,  Leib,  Re 
SOB,  Smith  of  Maiyiaad,  Smith  of  New  Toik,  Ti 
Taylor,  Vanmm,  aad  Wonhington. 

Nats— Messs.  Dans,  FraHUia,  Garmai^  tnd 


The  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  continue  in 
for  a  further' time  the  fi^t  section  of  the  act 
titied  ^  An  act  further  to  protect  the  commt 
and  seamen  of  the  United  States  a^inst  the  Bi^ 
bary  Powers,''  wss  read  the  seeonti  time,  sod  rt 
ferred  to  a  select  committee  to  consider  and  n 
port  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Bbaolct,  Llotd.ii 
Uana,  were  appointed  the  committee.  J 

The  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  directing  the  tern 
on  which  lands  sold  at  public  sale,  and  tfaii  n 
vert  for  failure  of  payment,  shall  again  be  soli 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referted  to  ili 
committee  appointed  the  Hth  November,  to  ii 
quire  if  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  further  prori 
ions  or  alterations  are  necessary  for  the  dispof 
tion  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States.  I 
consider  and  report- thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill  fbr  the  establid 
meat  of  a  quartermaster's  department,  and 

EeBohedj  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  ti^ 
thereof  be  *'An  set  for  the  establishment  of 
quartermaster's  department." 

The  Senate  restimed  the  bill,  entitled  ''Ani 
to  authorize  the  laying  out  and  openings  pnM 
road  from  the  line  established  bjr  the  Treatf 
Greenville  to  the  North  Bend,  in  the  State 
Ohio;"  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  the  thii 
reading. 


Tburbdat,  lanoary  2, 1812. 
The  Pbbbident  communicated  the  report  of  li 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the  expenditures  ai 
application  of  moneys  drawn  from  the  Tressoi 
from  the  1st  of  October,  1810,  to  the  30th  Se 
tember,  1811,  inclusive;  made  in  obedieoce 
the  first  section  of  the  act  passed  3d  Maf ch,  18( 
entitled  '^An  act  further  to  amend  the  sera 
acts  for  the  establiafameQt  and  regulation  of  t 
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'reuary,  War,  and  Navy  Departments.'*  And 
ne  report  was  read. 

The  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  for  tbe  rension  of 
^rmer  confirmations,  and  for  confirming  certain 
laims  to  lands  in  the  district  of  Kaskawia,"  waa 
md  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed  on  the'  14th  Norember,  to  tn- 
[QjreifaDy,  and,  if  any,  what,  further  proTtsions 
ralteratioDs  are  necessary  for  the  disposition  of 
he  public  lands  of  the  United  States,  to  consider 
hi  report  thereon. 

The  biU,  entitled  ''An  act  providing  for  the 
lore  convenient  taking  of  affidavits  and  bail  in 
iril  caoses  depending  in  the  courts  of  the  Uni- 
hI  Slates,''  was  read  the  second  time. 

On  moiion,  by  Mr.  Qreqg,  it  was  agreed  that 
be  further  consideration  of  the  bill  appropriating 

sum  of  money  for  procuring  munitions  of  war 
le  postponed  until  Alonday  next. 

Tbe  biJI,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  lay- 
D^  out  and  opening  a  public  road  from  the  line 
lUblished  b^  the  Treaty  of  Greenville  to  the 
forth  Bend,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,**  was  read  the 
kird  time,  and  passed. 


Friday,  January  3. 

TbePfifarDBNT  commnnicated  the  report  of  the 
kretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  made  in 
hedieDce  to  the  first  section' of  the  act,  entitled 
Ao  act  further  to  amend  the  several  acts  for  the 
itablisbment  of  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy 
departments,''  passed  the  third  day  of  Mairch, 
809;  and  the  report  was  read* 
The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  prpyid^og  for  the 
Mre  conveaieBt  taking  of  affidaritt  and  ball  in 
livil  eaoaes  depending  in  the  eoorls  of  the  United 
iutes,^*  was  referreif  to  a  select  eomaiittee,  lo 
soasidcr  and  report  thereon ;  aad  Messrs.  BaAD- 
^r,  GoonaicH,  and  HuHTsa,  were  appointed  the 
KMomittee. 


Monday,  January  6. 

Tfae  Pbesioent  communicated  the  report  of  the 
iecretary  for  the  Department  of  War  on  the  ex- 
aoditure  of  the  moneys  appropriated  for  the 
iBitimni  expenses  or  the  Mihtary  Rstablish- 
DeDifor  the  ]^ear  1811,  exhibited  in  pursuance  of 
he  fifth  section  of  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March, 
1809.  entitled  **An  act  to  amend  the  several  acts 
br  the  establishment  and  regulation  of  the  Trea- 
nry.  War,  aod  Nary  DepartmenU ;"  and  the 
feport  was  read* 

The  PaEsiDBMT  also  communicated  the  report 
if  the  Secreury  for  the  Department  of  the  Trea- 
■fTrDiade  in  conformity  with  the  sixth  section 
If  the  act  passed  on  the  1st  of  May,  1810,  enti* 
inl  /^An  act  fiaiag  the  eooapeasatimi  of  public 
■iaitters  and  Consuls  residing  on  the  coast  of 
whuy,  and  for  other  parpoaea;''  and  the  report 
*atead. 

.  Mt.  Smith,  of  New  York,  presented  the  pett- 
Uoo  of  William  Sullivan  and  othera^  inhabitants 
of  the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  praying  the  paa- 
H^  of  a  law  which  will  admit  them  inle  what 


is  denominated  the  second  grade  of  Territorial 
government,  for  reasons  etated  at  large  in  the 
petition ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  WoaTBUf  QTON  communicated  a  resolution 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  request- 
ing their  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress to  use  their  exertions  in  favor  of  a  law 
providing  for  running  and  designating  the  north- 
ern and  western  boundary  lines  of  that  State ; 
also,  their  reaolntioo  approving  the  vigilanee  and 
promptitude  of  their  Representatives  in  Congress 
in  their  seasonable  application  to  the  United 
Slates  for  a  supply  of^  arms  for  the  use  of  the 
militta  of. that  State;  and,  if  the  object  is  not 
yet  obtained,  requesting  thekn  to  continne  their 
exerttona  to  procure  the  same }  and  the  resolu- 
tions were  read. 

Mr.  LtoYD  presented  the  petition  of  Henry 
Hubbard,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  merebaat, 
stating  that  he  has  a  very  large  sum  of  money 
doe  to  him  from  a  planter  in  the  British  colony 
of  Demarara,  arising  from  debts  contracted  prior 
to  the  year  1807.  That  in  the  year  1810,  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  the  amount  of  his  claims,  he 
went  to  Demarara;  and,  in  order  to  attain  that 
object,  agreed  to  receive  payment  bv  shipments 
to  this  country  of  the  produce  of  that  colony. 
That,  by  the  pieseat  laws  of  the  United  Stat«, 
prohibiting  importations  from  British  colonies,  he 
IS  prevented  from  reeei ving  payment  as  specified 
above^  and  praying  relief;  and  the  petition  waa 
read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  12th  of  November,  the  petition 
of  J.  and  fi.  Phillips  and  others^  to  consider  aad 
reoort  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 
.  Mr.  Bibb  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Sireshly  and  William  Streshly. 'formerly  collect- 
ors of  theexcise  in  the  State  or  Kentucky,  pray- 
ing Commissioners  may  be  appointed  to  settle 
their  accouiHs  with  the  united  States,  oa  equita- 
ble principles,  or  that  they  may  be  allowed  cer- 
tain credits  exhibited  by  them,  for  reasons  stated 
at  large  in  the  petition  p  which  was  read  and  re-* 
ferred  to  a  eeleet  committee,  to  oonsider  and  re- 
port thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs. 
Bibb,  Batabo,  and  Horbbt,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 


TuESUAY,  January  7. 

Mr.  Shith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  waa  referred  so  much  t>f  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  the 
evasions  and  Infractions  of  the  commercial  laws 
thereoff  reported,  in  part,  a  bill  in  additioa  to  the 
act,  entitled  '^An  act  supplementary  to  the  act, 
entitled ^An  act  eoncerning  the  commercial  inter- 
course between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  and  Fraaoe  and  their  dependencies,  and 
for  other  purposes ;"  and"  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  VAR(tUM  }>resented  the  petition  of  John 
Cotts  and  others,  inhabitants  of  the  towns  of  Kit- 
tery,  Elliot,  and  Berwick,  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, praying  the  bill  to  annex  the  towns  of 
Kittery,  Elliot,  and  Berwick,  to  the  diatriet  of 
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PorismooCh,  pending  before  the*  Senate,  may  not 
pass,  for  reasons  stated  at  largjc  in  the  petition ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee 
appointed  the  9th  of  December  last,  to  consider 
the  bill  mentioned  In  the  petition,  and  report 
thereon. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Hoose  have  passed 
the  bill,  entilird  **  An  act  to  raise  an  fidditional 
military  force,"  with  amendments,  in  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  amendments  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  bill,  entitled.  ^An  act  to  raise  an  ad- 
ditional military  forte,''  Were  read,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate  and  be 
made  the  order  of  the  day  A>r  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill,  entitled  ^*An  act 
for  the  relief  of  John  Burnham  f*  and  resolved 
that  the  bill  pass. 

The  following  Message  was  received  fjom  the 

PRBSIDBNT  OF  THE  UnITED  StATES: 

7b  the  SenuU  and  Haute  of 

R^eaenmivee  of  the  United  StaUe  : 
I  lay  before  GoDgress,  for  the!r  informatSon,  a  report 
of  the  Director  of  the  Mint. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
jAmjAmr  7,  1812. 

And  the  Message  and  report  were  read. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  so  mach  of  the  Message 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  as  relates 
to  the  evasions  and  infractions  of  the  commercial 
Ifliws  thereof,  reported,  in  part,  a  bill  suppleroeo* 
tarv  to  the  act,  entitled  *'Ao  act  to  regulate  the 
collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage ;"  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 


Wednesday,  January  8. 

The  bill  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  '^An 
act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  *An  act* 
eoDeemine  the  comuiercial  intercourse  between 
the  IJnited  States  and  Ghreat  Britain  and  France, 
and  their  dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes," 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act;  entitled  "An 
act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports 
and  tonnage,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.'  WoRTHiNOTON,  ffom  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
directiuff  the  terms  on  which  lands  sold  at  public 
sale^  and  that  revert  for  failure  in  payment,  shall 
agam  be  sold."  reported  it  without  amendment. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  authorizing  the  purchase 
of  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores,  camp  equipage, 
and  other  quartermaster's  stores  and  «mall  arms;" 
also,  a  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  to  empower  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  decide  on  the  case  of 
the  ship  Eliza  Ann,  belonging  to  Ezekiel  Hub- 
bel ;"  in  which  biils  they  desire  the. concurrence 
of  the  Senate.  The  bills  last  mentioned  were 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Tne  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the^amend- 
laenis  tA  the  House  of.Repraventatives  to  the 


bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  raise  an  additional  tsiii- 
tary  force:"  and,  on  the  question  to  agree  lo  i!^ 
amendment  to  the  first  section,  in  the  foliowiif 
words: 

"  Pnmded,  howeter.  That  commissioiied  officen  k 
six  pnly  of  the  said  regiments  shall  he  appointni,  n 
til  three-foufths  of  the  privates  reqninte  to  compliii 
such  six  regiments  have  been  entisted,  when  the  can 
missioned  officers  for  the  remaining  seven  Tesinusl 
shall  be  appointed ;" 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  3 
nays  24,  as  iollows: 

YxAs-r^Messn.  Bradley,  Lambert,  and  8mi^  d 
New  Yeik. 

Nats— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bayard.  Bihb,  CaopM 
of  Tenneaaee,  Cntts,  Dana,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Ga 
man,  Giles,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Honey,  HowelL  Hoa 
ter,  Leib^  Lloyd,  Pope,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Mai^W 
Tail,  Taylor,  Vamum,  and  Worthington. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  amend roeH 
by  adding  the  twenty-fiuh  section,  in  the  foUov 
ing  words: 

•«  8bc.  25.  And  be  U  fwihtr  enacted.  That  the  si 
cers  who  may  be  appointed  in  virtne  of  this  act  im 
respectively  continue  in  commission  during  onch  tea 
only  as  the  President  shall  jadge  requisite  for  tfc 
public  service ;  and  thai  it  shall  be  lawlol  for  tk 
President  to  diKharge  the  whole  or  any  part  oT  tk 
troops  which  may  be  raised  under  the  authority  of  tU 
act,  whenever  he  shall  radge  the  meaaore  oonsbiei 
with  the  pnMic  weUare  r*  > 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative 
nays  25,  as  follows: 

YxjIi— Mr.  Lambert 

NATs^^-Measrs.  Anderson,  Bayard,  Bibb,  Brtdfa; 
Cntts,  Dana,  Frankfin,  Gaillard,  German,  Giles,  Gi 
man,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  HoweU,  Honter,  Lesb,  Uiaf 
Pope,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  Nff 
Toffk,  Tait,  Taylor,  Vamum,  and  WorthingtoD. 

Whereupoi[^,  Renhed^  That  the  Senate  a^n 
to  all  the  amendments  to  the  said  bill  excepM 
the  proviso  in  the  first  section*  and  to  the  ibi^ 
additional  sections ;  to  which  they  disagree. 

The  pR£8inBNT  communicated  the  report  < 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  the  Nav 
in  compliance  with  the  fifth  section  of  the  **A 
to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensation  of  clerl 
passed  the  21st  of  April,  18()6  j*' also,  his  repoi 
comprehending  contracts  made  by  the  Navy  D 
partment  during  the  year  1811 ;  prepared  in  ob 
dience  to  the  act,  entitled  ^  An  act  further 
amend  tbeseveral  acts  for  the  establishment  ai 
regulation  of  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  D 
partments."    And  the  reports  were  read. 


-vcas 


THunaoAY,  January  9. 

The  btllj  entitled  ^  An  act  authorizing  the  pa 
chaae  of  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores,  can 
equipage,  and  other  qnartermasteHs  stores  ai 
small  arms,"  was  read  th6  second  lime,  and  r 
ferred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was  referre 
the  8ih  of  November,  so  much  of  the  Message 
the  President  of  the  United  Stales  as  concer 
the  relations  between  the  United  States  ai 
France  and  Great  Britain,  to  consider  and  repc 
thereon* 
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Tbe  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  empower  the 
eereury  of  the  Treasary  to  decide  oo  the  case 
'  the  ship  filtza  Ann,  belongiog  to  Ezekiel 
flbbei,"  was  read  Che  second  time,  and  referred 

I  select  committee,  to  consider  and '  report 
tereoo ;  and  Messrs.  Ooodsiob,  Lloto,  and 
RDER80K,  were  appointed  the  committee. 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
ivrbom  was  referre<t-«o  much  of  the  Message 
'  the  President  of  the  United  States  as  relates 

tbe  evasions  and  infractions  of  the  commer- 
illaws  thereof,  reported,  in  part,  a  hill  tapro- 
bit  tbe  importation  6f  mm,  taffia,  or  other  spir- 
lOQsliqaor,  distilled  from  sugar  cane,  sugar,  or 
o)a$sea,  doring  the  continuance  of  the  act,  en- 
led  ^  An  act  concerning  the.  commercial  inter* 
one  between  the  United  States  and  Qreat  Brit- 
h  and  France,  and  their  dependenciefs,  and  for ' 
her  pnrposes/'  And  the  bill  was  read,  and 
issed  10  the  second  reading. 
Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
fbole,  the  bill,  entitled  *^  An  act  directing  the 
ms  CD  which  lands  sold  at  public  sale,  and  that 
rert  for  failure  in  payment,  shall  again  be  sold." 
Ordertd,  That  it  pass  to  the  third  reading. 
Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
liole,  tbe  bill  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled 
b  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  'An 
tcoDceroio^  the  commercial  intercourse  be- 
«eQ  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and 
aoce,  and  their  dependencies,  and  for  other 
rposes;"  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Smith,  of 
frylaod,  it  was  agreed  that  it  be  made  tbe  order 
the  day  for  Monday  next. 
Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
liole,  the  bill  to  regulate  the  collection  of  du- 
» OQ  imports  and  tonnage ;  and  the  hill  was 
leoded;  tod,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  BaAnLBT,  it 
»  agreed  that  the  further  consideration  thereof 
tbe  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

Fbidat,  January  10. 

A  mesftgefrom  the  House  of  Represefrtati?es 
bnned  the  Senate  that  the  House  recede  from 
tbeir  amendments,  disagreed  to  by  the  Senate. 
tbe  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  to  raise  an  additional 
Utary  force,"  except  the  second  of  the  new 
^oQ>  proposed,  on  wfaieh  they  insist. 
The  Senate  i^oeeeded  xa  consider  the  amend- 
jDt  to  the  said  bill,  insisted  on  by  the  House 
lUpresentatives ;  and,  on  ntotion,  by  Mr.  Popb, 
t  Senate  receded  f^om  their  dtsagreement  to 
t  said  amendment,  and  a^ed  thereto. 
Tbe  PaEsiDBjfT  communicated  a  report  of  the 
j»«tary  for  the  Department  of  Nary,  on  the 
qect  of  the  Navy  Pension  Fund;  and  the  re- 
P  was  read. 

^be  bill  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  rum, 
"^  or  other  spirituous  liquor,  distilled  from 
'S^f-cane.  sugar,  or  molasses,  during  the  cohtin- 
^cc  of  the  act,  entitled  '*  An  act  concerning 
e  cotamercial  intercourse  betltree^n  the  United 
tales  and  Qfeat  Britain  and  France,  and  their 
Mencie^,  and  for  other  purposes,"  wa^  read 
•seeoodtime. 
l^th  Cos.  I8t 


Tbe  btll^  entitled  '<  An  hct  directing  tbe  terms 
on  which  lands  sold  at  public  sale,  and  that  revert 
for  failure  in  payment,  shall  again  be  sold,"  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Fbahklin, 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  for  appropriating  a  sum 
of  money  for  procuring  munitions  of  war,  be  re- 
committed to  the  committee  who  brought  in  tbe 
bill,  and  who  have  under  consideration  the  bill 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  same 
subj«e%  l«rther  to  consider  and  report  theretm. 


MoNPAT,  January  13. 

Mr.  GiLBS^  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the 
purchase  of  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores,  camp 
equipage,  and  other  quartermaster's  stores  ana. 
small  arms,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Leib  presented  the  memoriai  of  John  Bio- 
ren  and  others,  on  printing  the  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States^  upon  conditions  therein  stated }  and 
the  memorial  waft  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill 
or  otherwise;. and  Mesars.  Leib,  GoonRioB,  and 
HoRSBT  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  in  addition  to  the  act^  entitled  v 
''An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  *Ac 
act  coocemmff  the  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween tbe  Onited  States  and  Gkeat  Britain  and 
France  and  their  dependencies,  and  for  other 
purposes  j' "  and  Mr.  oMitH,  of  Mary  laud,  pro- 
posed  an  amendment  to  the  bill;  which  was 
read ;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  it  was 
agreed  that  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill, 
together  with  the  anHmdnient,  be  postponed  to, 
and  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Wednes* 
day  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  regulate  the  collection  of  du- 
ties on  imports  and  tonnage ;  and  Mr.  Lloyd, 
proposed  an  amendment  to  the  bill ;  and,  on  mo- 
tion, by  Mr.  Bibb,  it  was  agreed  that  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill,  tcM^ether  with  the  amend- 
ment, be  postponed  to,  and  be  the  order  of  the 
day  for,  Wednesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  importation  of 
rum,  taffia,  or  other  spirituous  liquor  distilled  from 
sugar-cane,  sugar,  or  molasses,  during  the  con-  ' 
tinuance  of  tbe  act,  entitled  *'An  lict  concerning 
the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  United 
Sutes  and  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  their 
dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and,  on 
motion,  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  was  directed  to  la^  before  the  Senate 
a  statement  of  the  quantity  of  rum  imported  into 
the  United  States  during  the  year  ending  Sep- 
tember 30th.  1811;  where  imported  and  from 
whence ;  and  it  was  agreed  to  postpone  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  until  Wednesday  next. 

On  motion^  by  Mr.  Giles,  the  bill,  entitled  ^*An 
act  authori2irig  the  purchase  of  ordnance  and 
ordnance! 
master' 


ace  stores,  camp  eqttipage,and  other  quarter- 
r's  store^i  and  small  arms,"  was  read  the 
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third  tini€  by  unaoimous  cousent.    On  tbe  qnes-    for  lli€  North  Carolina  difitriet,"  was  read  lit* 


tioD,  Shall  this  bill  pass  1  it  was  determioed  in 
the  affirmati?e— yeas  22,  as  follows :  . 

Meaen.  Bibb,  Campbell  of  Tennewee,  Gondit>  Dans, 
Franklin,  Gaiilard,  German,  Giles,  Gtlman,  Goodrich, 
Honiey,  Howett,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope, 
Beed,  Smith  of  Maiyland,  Tait,  Vanium,  and  Wortb- 
ington. 

So  it  was  unanimously  resolved  that  this  bill 
pa5!i. 

A  message  from  tbe  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  alter  the  time  of  bold* 
ing  the  district  courts  of  the  United  States  fbr 
the  North  Carolina  district ;"  in  which  bill  the^ 
desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 


Tuesday,  January  14.  , 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  th^ 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  the  Treasury, 


third  time,  and  passed. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  cae 

PRBSIDENT  OF  THE  UnITED  StATES  : 

To  ike  Senate  and  Uouseof 

Refite$miaH9e$  of  ike  UmUdStaieg.- 

I  communicate  to  Congreas  a  letter  from  the  Eavin 
Extraordsnaiy  and  Minister  Plenipotentiaiy  of  Grm 
Britain  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  the  answer  qI 
the  latter. 

The  continued  evidence  afforded  in  this  correspooii- 
ence,  of  the  hostile  policy  of  the  British  Governaiec! 
against  our  national  rights,  strengthens  the  cooBikn- 
tions  ivcommending  and  urging  the  preparatioc  a 
adequate  means  for  maintaining  them. 

JAMES  MADISOX. 

Wasrikotoit,  January  16,  1812. 

The  Message  and  documents  enclosed  were 
read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  to  whomvi' 
referred,  on  the-Sih  of  November  last,  so  muclit 
the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  State 
as  concerns  the  relations  between  the  Vimm 
States  and  France  and  Great  Britain,  to  cooside 


exhibiting  the  sums  respectively  paid  to  each  }  *°A^[!.P?!i_^l?rff °uL  !^°:l,?/®r.?"u^^f?-  !?^ 
clerk  in  the  several  offices  of  that  department  for    "  "  *"  ** 

services  rendered  in  the  year  1811 ;  made  in  obe- 
dience to  tbe  provisions  of  the  act  of  April  21. 
1806.  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensation  of 
clerks;  and  the  report  was  read* 

The  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  alter  the  time  of 
holding  the  district  courts  of  the  United  States 
for  the  North  Carolina  district."  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon;  and  Messrs. 
Franklin,  Horsey,  and  Llotd,  were  appointed 
, the  committee. 

Wednesday,  January  15. 

The  President  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Postmaster  General  relative  to  public  con- 
tracts ;  also,  on  the  salaries  allowed  to  the  clerks 
of  that  department  during  the  year  1811;  and 
the  reports  were  severally  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  rum, 
Caffia,  or  other  spirituous  liquor  distilled  from 
sugar-cane,  sugar,  or  molasses,  during  the  contin- 
uance of  the  act,  entitled  '*An  act  concerninff 
the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  their 
dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes,"  together 


thereof  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  tise  of  t^ 
Senate. 

The  following  Messasre  was  also  received  froi 
the  President  of  the  United  States  : 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States  : 

I  transmit  to  Congress  an  account  of  the  contingei 
expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  year  181],  iiicii 
red  on  the  occasion. of  taking  possession  of  the  terriw 
limited  eastwardly  by  the  river  Perdido,  end  amouii 
ing  to  three  thousand  three  hundred  and  ninetj'S 
doUars.' 

JAMBS  MADI80X. 

WAsaiKOTosr,  Jbntfiiry  15,  18  IS. 

The  Message  and  account  therein  referred  | 
were  read. 
Tbe  followinit  Message  was  also  received  froj 

the  PBEStDENT  OF  TBE  UNITED  StaTES :  i 

To  the  Smote  of  the  United  States  .* 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  the  Secrsury 
State  complying  with  their  rMolutiqn  of  the  18^ 
November.  JAMES  MADISOX. 

jAscAav  16,  1812. 

DavAaTiiayT  or  Statb,  Jan.  16, 18 It 

The  decretarj  of  State,  to  whom  wss  referred  ll 
restflntionof  the  Senate  requesting  information  onej 
tain  points  respecting  the  trade  of  the  United  Ststsi^ 


With  the  amendment  proposed  thereto;  and,  on    France,  has  the  honor  to  report  to  the  PiesideBt  (4 
motion,  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  it  was  agreed  that  the  ~ 

further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  until 
Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  Franklin,  from  the  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the 
time  of  holding  the  district  courts  of  the  United 
States  for  the  ?forth  Carolina  district,"  reported 
the  bill  without  amendment,  and  it  was  ordered 
to  the  third  reading. 


Thdbsday,  January  16. 

The  bill,  entitled  <*  An  act  to  alter  the  time  of 
holding  the  district  courts  of  the  United  States 


he  has  examined  the  files  of  this  Department,  and  m 
no  precise  information  on  the  subject  of  the  said  w 
lation,  whicli  has  not  been  heretofore  communicated 
Congress.  That,  in  consequence  thereof,  he  appli 
to  the  French  Minister  for  the  requisite  informs^ 
who,  not  possessing  it,  referred  the  apf^cation  to  i 
Consul  Oeneral  of  France,  from  whom,  as  yet,  nothi 
has  been  received,  as  will  more  fiilly  appear  by  \ 
accompanying  letters,  marked  A  and  B. 

It  may  be  proper  to  observe,  that  it  is  generallj  i 
derstood,  as  well  from  the  letters  of  Mr.  Russell,  cti 
munlcated  to  Congress  at  the  commencement  of  I 
present  seasion,  as  from  other  sources,  that  the  trt 
of  the  United  States  to  France  is  si&tyjocted  to  v 
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erere  restrictions ;  bat  the  precisA  extent  and  nature 
if  tbem  u  not  distinetly  known  to  this  Department. 
rbe  instractiona  of  the  Minister  of  the  United  States 
k  Paris  embracing  thii  as  well  as  other  aulijectSfOom- 
ranicstioiis  from  that  sonrce  mar  soon  furnish  more 
siticolar  information.  An  expectation  of  the  speedy 
niral  of  de^^atcbes  from  France,  together  with  a  hope 
bt  the  Fxench  Consul  General  would  bare  been  ena* 
M  to  throw  some  lis ht  upon  the  inquiry,  hsTe  caosed 
hft  poitponement  of  this  report  until  the  present  time. 

JAMES  MONROJS. 

A. 
DxrAmntxvT  or  Statb,  Jan*  4, 181S. 

8ii :  When  I  did  myself  the  honor  to  submit  to  vou 
.  copj  of  die  resolation  of  the  Senate  of  the  United 
Itstes,  of  the  18tb  of  NoTember  last,  asking  inform*" 
ion  It  to  the  commercial  regulations  of  France,  as  they 
ipplied  10  the  trade  of  this  country,  yon  told  me  that 
t  WIS  Dot  then  in  your  power  to  give  precise  inform- 
lioD  If  to  these  regulations,  but  that  you  would  obtain 
( for  me  from  Mr.  Lescalliery  His  Imperial  Majesty's 
)oosul  General  in  Philadelphia.  I  hsTe  now  the  honor 
I  inquire  whether  Mr.  Lescallier  has  made  a  report  to 
QQ  on  this  sobject ;  and  if  he  has,  to  request  that  you 
ril!  fiirniah  me  with  the  result,  as  soon  as  your  con* 
nuence  will  permit.    I  have  the  honor,  Sec 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Mr.  Sx  187X1  an,  dec 


B. 


ru 


WxsaixoTOK,  January  5,  1812.  - 

Sii:  The  documents  for  which  the  Senate  called 
Q  you  not  being  in  my  possession,  in  consequence 
the  desire  you  manifested  to  obtain  them  from  me# 
chirged  the  Consul  General  to  procure  them  for  me. 
bve  not  yet  received  his  answer.  It  would  not  be 
xtnordinary  if  Mr.  Lescallier  should  not  have  the 
wS,  inasmuch  as  it  is  of  little  use  to  the  French  in 
Ui  country.  But  I  wrote  to  Parii:  at  the  time  of  our 
jnt  con? ersation  on  this  subject. 
I  will  immediately  renew  my  application  to  the  Con- 
il  GtDonl,  and  from  wlutever  source  I  may  derive  the 
ifennition  re(^uired»  I  will  hasten  to  transmit  it  toyoo. 
I  ^  jou,  sir,  to  receive  the  asenranca  of  my  high 
^deration. 

The  Minister  of  Franca :  SERRURIER. 

Mr.  Moxaox,  Ac* 

The  Message  and  report  were  read. 


Fbidat,  January  17. 

Mr.  Bradlbt,  from  the  committee  appointed 
Q  tbe  petition  of  Moses  Austin  and  John  R. 
Ws,  reported  a  bill  to  incorporate  Moses  Aus* 
ID,  John  Rice  Jones,  Henry  Austin,  and  others,  - 
Dio  a  company,  by  the  name  of  the  Louisiana 
i^d  Company ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
6  the  second  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
iiformed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
■nil,  entitled  '*  An  act  authorizioff  the  President 
ntbe United* States  to  accept  ana  organize  cer- 
^i^  roluntecr  military  corps  j**  in  which  they 


p««i  ihe  concurrence  of  the  Seifate.  ^They 
'1^^  passed  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  enii- 
^  '^Aq  act  for  the  establishment  of  a  quarter- 1 


I  master's  department,^  with  amendments;  in  which 
thev  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill  last  mentioned 
were  read  ;  apd  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

On  motion,  the  bill  was  read  the  second  time, 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consist  of  fire  members,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  FRANKLm,  Var- 
N0M,  ANDcasoN,  Bradlgt,  and  Sh/itr  of  Mary- 
land, were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  GooiHticB^  ^foin  ^^^  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  Dili,  entitled  "An  act  to  empow* 
er  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  decide  on  the 
case  of  the  ship  Eliza  Ann,  belonging  to  Ezekiel 
Hubbel,"  reported  it  with  amendments;  which 
were  read. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PftESIDfilfT  07  THE  UrITBD  StATES  : 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Rtpreeentaiivee  of  the  United  States  .- 
I  lay  beibre  Congress  a  letter  from  the  Envoy  Extra- 
ordinary and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  Great  Britain 
to  the  Seoretaiy  of  State,  with  the  answer  of  the  latter. 

JAMS8  MADISON. 
Washivotov,  January  17,  1812. 

The  Message  and  documents  enclosed  were 
read. ' 


Monday,  January  20. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  Moses  Austin,  John 
Rice  Jones,  Henry  Austin,  and  others,  in  a  com* 
pany.  was  read  the  !iecond  time,  and  the  further 
consideration  thereof  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for  Monday  nezi. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the- 
amendmenis  by  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  biH,  entitled  "  Ati  act  for  the  establishment 
of  a  quartermaster's  department;*'  and  the  far* 
tber  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Wednesday  next. 


TuBBDAy,  Jauuary  21. 

The  PasstDBNT  communicated  the  report  of  the 
Se<;retary  for  the  Department  of  the  Treasury^ 
agreeably  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
13th  instant,  **  requiring  a  statement  of  the  quan* 
tity  of  rum  imported  into  the  United  States  dur- 
ing the  year  ending  September  30, 1810  f*  and 
the  report  was  read. 

The  pRBsiDBNT  also  communicated  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  in 
compliance  with  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  to 
regulate  and  fix  the  compensation  of  clerks,  passed 
the  21st  of  April;  1806,  exhibiting  the  names  of 
the  clerks  employed  in  the  Department  in  the 
year  1811,  with  the  sums  allowed  to  each;  and 
the  report  was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  regulate  the  collection  of  du- 
ties on  imports  and  tonnage, -together  with  the 
amendments  proposed  thereto  f  and,  on  the  ques- 
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lion  to  agree  to  the  mmendiBieDt  to  be  inserted  at 
the  end  of  the  foorteenth  line,  in  the  following 
words:  '*  unless  the  claimant  or  claimants  shall 
*  solemnly  swear,  or  affirm,  before  the  collector  of 
'  the  port  where  the  property  may  be,  that  the 
'  invoice  or  invoices  have  neither  been  received 
'by  him  or  them,  nor  bv  any  other  person  for  his 
'  or  their  use  or  behalf:"  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  21,  nays  1,  as  follows : 

YmAs^Mesav.  Bibb,  Bradley,  Catts,  Franklin,  Gm^ 
lard,  German*  Gilnian«  Goodrich,  Honey,  Howell, 
Hnnler,  Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Reed,  Smim  of  Maiy- 
land,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tail,  Taylor,  Vamum,  and 
Worthington. 

Nat — Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee. 

And  the  bill  having  been  further  amended,  the 
pRBsiDEMT  repotted  it  to  the  House  accordingly. 
On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third.time  as  amended?  it  was  determioed 
in  the  affiroiative. 

The  Senate  reauined,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  to  empower  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treluftnry  to  decide  on  the  case 
of  the  ship  Eliza  Aon,  belonging  to  Ezekiel  Hiib- 
bel,"  together  with  the  imendmenta  reported 
thereto  by  the  select  committee;  and  Jiaving 
agreed  to  the  amendments,  the  Prbbioent  re- 
ported the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  it  was 
agreed  that  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  importation  of 
Tttm,  taffia,  or  other  spirituous  liquor  distilled 
from  the  sugar  cane,  sugar,  or  molasses,  during 
the  continuance  of  the  act,  entitled  **An  act  con* 
cenring  the  commercial  interoourae  between  the 
United  Stales  and  Great  Britain  and  France,  and 
their  dependeaciea,  and  for  other  purposes^''  be 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to  morrow. 

Mr.  Bbaolct,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Charlotte  Hsz«»n,  re- 
ported a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled 
'*An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land  appropri* 
ated  for  the  refugees  from  the  British  provinces 
of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia ;"  which  was  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Rbbo  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Resohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  lay  before  this  House  a  statement,  so  far 
as  the  same  may  be  practicable,  exhibiting  the  number 
of  ships  and  vessels,  and  the  amoant  of  tonnage,  and 
the  several  kinds  of  merchandise,  being  of  the  growth, 
produce,  or  manu&ctnre  of  the  United  States  or  Ter- 
ritories thereof,  exported  from  thence  to  any  port  or 
place  in  France  subsequent  to  the  repeal  of  the  Beriin 
and  Milan  decrees ;  stating  distinctly  the  duties  pay- 
able in  the  ports  of  France  on  each  article,  before  and 
since  the  repeal  of  said  decrees. 


oi  Cai^a  and  Nova  Scotia,''  was  read  the  kc* 
ond  time. 

Mr.  G1LIIA.N9  from  the  eommittee,  reported  the 
amendmenu  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  em- 
power the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  decide  00 
the  ease  of  the  ship  Eliza  Ana,  belonging  to  £z^ 
kiel  Hubbel,"  correetly  engrossed ;  and  the  y 
was  read  the  third  time  as  amended. 

Re$olvedj  That  this  bill  pass  with  aaiendnestsi 
and  that  the  title  thereof  be  ^'Ao  act  to  empower 
the  Secreti&ry  of  the  Treasury  to  decide  oa  the 
€ase  of  the  ship  Eli^  Ann,  belonging  to  Ezrkiel 
Hnbbel,  and  the  case  of  the  ship  Mary  and  Fiu* 
ces,  belonging  to  Nathaniel  Ooddard.'' 

Mr.  GiLjfAii,  fiom  thecooMnittee,  xeportedifae 
bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  ''Ao  vtr» 
regulate  the  ooUeotion  of  doties  on  imporu  vd 
tonnage,"  correetly  engrossed  ;  and  the  bill  va 
read  the  third  time^  and  the  farther  considentioi 
thereof  poetponed  until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  FaAWKLtN  eommonicated  a  letter  from  the 
Governor  <^  the  State  of  North  Carolios,  wk^ 
,an  authenticated  copy  of  an  act  of  the  Ofoenl 
Assembly  of  that  State,  ratifying  an  ameDdmeil 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  proposed 
by  Congress  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  serenl 
States,  relative  to  titles  of  nubility ;  and  the  leuer 
and  act  were  read. 

Mr.  Batabd,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  to  promote 
the  progress  of  science  and  useful  arts  by  shear- 
ing, for.  a  limited  time,  to  iufeators,  the  ex- 
clusive right  to  their  respective  dtscoreries; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  secuod 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  yesteri 
day  by  Mr.  Rbgu^  and  the  motion  having  beeQ 
^mended,  the  further  consideration  thereof  «i^ 
postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  ot  the  day  foi| 
the  second  Monday  in  February  next.  | 

The  following  Message  was  received  Iron  the 
PaEaioBif T  OF  TBB  Umitbu  Stjltes  : 

2b  lAe  Semaie  tmd  Hm$t  of 

Mep^trntnimtimtofthtUmUdSimUBi 
At  the  request  of  the  Legislatoro  of  Nsfw  JeneyJ 
conunwnirate  to  Oongiess  capssa  ofits  raaolutions  trtv 
nutted  by  the  Governor  of  that  StatOb 

JAMES  HABI80N. 
Javoabt  33,  181B. 

The  Message  and  resolutions  therein  referred 
to  were  read. 


Weonesoay,  January  22. 

The  bill  supplemementary  to  the  act,  entitled 
'^An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land  appropri- 
ated for  the  refugees  from  the  British  provinces 


TauBsOAY,  January  23. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  thi 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  v 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  theesublishmeot(^ 
a  quartermaster's  department ;"  and  the  fartb^ 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  to 
morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  lb 
Whole,  the  bill  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitle 
"An  ace  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  ^A) 
act  concerntng  the  commercial  intercourse  be 
tween  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  s&< 
Fiance,  and  their  dependencies,  and  for  other  piu 
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oso^"  tycthef  wicb  the  amcndMieiit'  proposed ; 
Dd,  heviof  screed  thereto,  the  PaBsioBiiT  re- 
ofied  the  bHI  to  the  Hoose  eceordtngl^. 
On  theqoestioo,  Shell  this  bill  be  eagrossed, 
Dd  re^d  a  third  time  as  amevdedl  it  was  deter- 
lined  ia  the  afRrmatiTe. 

Tbe  Senate  resiimed,  as  id  CotDinitcee  of  the 
Mffaote,  the  biil  to  prohibit  the  importation  of 
urn,  tsffia,  or  other  spiritootts  Hqnor  distilled  from 
agtr-eane,  sugar,  or  moiasses,  during  the  eontio- 
laoce  of  the  act,  entitled  '^An  set  coneerning 
be  eommereiai  intereonrse  between  the  United 
Itfttes  and  Qreat  Britain  and  France,  and  their 
^peDdencies,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  the  bHi 
lariog  been  amended,  the  Pbe81dbnt  reported  it 
0  the  House  aeeordltiglj. 

On  the  question,  Sbafl  this  bill  be  engrossed. 
ind  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?  it  was  deter^ 
mined  in  the  negatiTe. 


FaiDAT,  January  84. 

The  Senate  Pesumed  the  consfderation  of  the 
tmeodments  of  the  House  of  Representaitres  to 
the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  for  the  establishment  of 
I  qosrtermastet's  department  ^  and  the  further 
mDsideratioD  thereofwas  postponed  to,  and  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for,  Monday  next* 

The  bill  to  promote  the  progress  of  seience  and 
OBefai  arts  by  securing,  for  a  limited  time,  to  in*. 
reotors,  the  exciusire  right  to  their-  respectire 
itscoTeries,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  made 
(he  order  of  tbe  day  for  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Oilman,  from  the  cpmmittee,  reported  the 
kU  in  additton  to  the  act,  entitled  ^  All  aet  snp« 
flemeotary  to  the  aet,  entitled  *  An  act  eoncern- 
iDg  the  eommereiai  intercourse  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  Great  Britain  and  France,  and 
tbeir  dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes,''  cor- 
recilf  engrossed.  And,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Llotd, 
the  fsrtber  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
ttotil  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  Llotd  presented  tbe  memorial  of  Board- 
man  and  Pope,  and  others,  citizens  of  the  United 
States  and  residents  of  Eloston,  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  represehting  that  they  are  owners 
ar  the  ship  American  Hero  add  her  cargo,  eon- 
^tiog  of  the  products  of  India,  jpurclnised  at 
Madras  and  Calcutta,  not  being  informed  of  the 
pusiog  and  enforcement  of  the  non«importation 
>et,by  which  their  saidvhip,  with  her  cargo,  is 
DOW  prohibited  from  entering  the  ports  of  the 
Uoited  States,  and  praying  she  may  be  permitted 
to  retarn  to  Boston  with  her  cargo,  for  reasons 
stated  at  large  in  the  memorial ;  which  was  read, 

tod  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  on  the 
26tb  of  NoTember,  on  the  memorial  of  Howard, 

Filch,  and  LIpydj  to  consider  and  report  thereon 

^J  bill  or  otherwise. 


Monday,  January  27. 

Mr.  Bbadlxt,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
^  referrtd  the  lull,  entitled  "•  An  act  toeontiane 
tt  force  for  a  further  time  the  first  section  of  the 
^^eotitied' An  act  further  to  protect  the  com* 


meree  and  seamen  of  the  United  States  agaiast 
the  Barbery  Pawers,"  reported  it  without  amend* 
ment,  aad  the  bill  was  ordered  to  the  third 
reading. 

Mr.  pBANKLiif,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "  Ad  act  authorizing 
tbe  President  of  tbe  United  States  to  accept  and 
organize  certain  Tolunteer  military  corps,"  re« 
ported  the  bHI  with  amendments  |  which  were 
read,  and  the  further  constderatlon  thereof  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for.  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Bayard,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  the  President  and  Trustees 
of  the  Philadelphia  and  Wilmington  Steamboat 
'Comj^ay,  reported  a  biil  respecting  the  enrolling 
aadlicensiog  of  steamboats;  aiid  the  bill  was  reao, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to 
regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and 
tonnage*" 

On  motion,  by  Mr«  Bayard,  the  bill  was  re- 
committed to  a  select  committee,  further  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Bayaru, 
Lloyd,  and  Taylor,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  Hoose  of  RepresentatiYes  to 
the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  for  the  establishment  of 
a  quartermaster's  department." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lbib,  thebilL  together  with 
tbe  amendments,  was  recommitted  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and 
Messrs.  Smitb,  of  Maryland^  GhLSs,  and  Lbi9| 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  PREatDENT  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Secreury  for  the  Department  of  Treasury, 
transmitting  a  statement  of  the  moneys  expended 
during  tbe  year  1811,  for  the  discharge  of  miscel- 
laneous claims  not  otherwise  proTid^d  for,  and  a 
statement  of  the  contracts  made  during  that  year, 
by  or  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  tbe 
Treasury;  and  the  letter  and  accompany  mg  doc* 
uments  were  read. 


Tuesday,  January  28. 

T4ie  bill  respecting  the  enrolling  and  licensing 
of  steamboats  was  reaid  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  ^  An  act  sup- 
plementary to  the  acU  entitled  '  An  act  coocerii- 
ing  the  pommeroial  intercourse  between  the  Uni-t 
ted  States  and  Qreat  Britain  and  France,  and 
their  dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  and 
the  biU  was  read  the  third  time. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Oilman,  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  to  the  first  Mon- 
day in  June  next,  it  was  determiaed  in  the  nega- 
tive— yeas  10,  nays  19,  as  foUowar: 

YsAs^Messn.  Bsyard»  Bradley,  German,  OUnan, 
CkMdrieh,  Hoisey,  Hunter,  Ueyd,  Reed,  and  TsU. 

Nats— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Condit,  Crawford, 
Fiaiddin,  Gainsrd,  GUes,  Gregg,  HoweU,  Lambert, 
Leib,  Pops,  Smith  of  Msiylaad,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Taybr,  Turner,  Vamom,  and  Wozthington. 
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Od  motion,  bf  Mr.  Lloyd,  to  po«tpolie  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  bill  to  the  first  Monday 
in  March  next,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirma- 
five — yeas  27,  nays  2,  as  follows : 

YxAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bayard,  Bibb,  Bradley, 
Condit,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Germui, 
Giles,  Oilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  HorMy,  Howell,  Hun- 
ter, I^ambert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Reed,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taykir,  and  Tnnior. 

Nats — Messrs.  Vamom  and ' Worthington* 

Mr.  WoRTBiNGTON,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  establish- 
ing a  land  oflSce ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  continue  in  force 
for  a  further  time  the  first  section  of  the  act,  en* 
titled  ^  An  act  further  to  protect  the  commerecF 
and  seamen  of  the  United  States  against  the  Bar- 
bary  Powers,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  'Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^An 
act  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  accept  and  organize  certain  volunteer  military 
corps."  together  with  the  amendments  reported 
thereto  by  the  select  committee ;  and  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for,  to-morrow. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bradley,  the  bill  supple- 
mentary to  the  act,  entitled  ^  An  act  regulating' 
the  grants  of  land  appropriated  for  the  refuf  ees 
from  the  British  Provinces  of  Canada  and  Nova 
Scotia,"  was  recommitted  to  a  select  committee, 
further  to  consider  and  report  thereon;  andMessrs. 
Bradley,  Franklin,  and  Gregg,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 


Wednesday,  January  29. 

The  bill  establishing  a  land  office  was  read  the 
aecond  time. 

,  A  message  from  the  House  of  Representati? es 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  entitled*^ An  act  concerning  the  Naval 
Establishment,"  in  which  they  request  the  concur** 
rence  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Leib?  presented  the  mei^orial  of  Matthew 
M'Connell  and  others,  a  committee  on  behalf  of 
the  surviving  officers  of  the  Pennsylvania  line  of 
the  Revolutionary  army,  praying  the  immediate 
decision  of  Congress  On  the  application  of  the 
aaid  officers  for  remuneration  for  services  during 
the  said  war  5  and  the  memorial  was  read. 

ADDITIONAL  MILITARY  FORCE. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  accept  and  organize  certain  volunteer  military 
corps,"  together  with  the  amendments  reported 
thereto  by  the  select  committee. 

Mr.  Giles  rose  and  opposed  at  length  the  bill 
as  it  canae  from  the  House,  reserving  to  himself 
the  privilege  of  acting  on  the  proposed  amend- 
ment according  to  the  result  of  further  reflections. 
He  believed  the  bill  would  be  productive  of  no 
practical  efficacy.  It  proposed  a  force  which  could 


not  be  raised ;  and  if  raised,  from  the  short  period 
of  its  service,  in  the  event  of  aerious  bottilitin, 
would  be  utterly  iacompetoii  to  effect  the  objects 
of  those  hostilities.    The  bill  would  be  iaopen* 
tive,  because,  in  the  States  of  Massachusetts  txii 
Vermont,  (and  he  presumed  in  other  States,)  do 
power  or  provision  existed  by  which  these  vol- 
unteers  could  bcf  commissioned,  so  as  to  perfora 
the  contemplated  service ;  and  if  the  GoveromeBt 
were  deprived  of  the  volunteers  in  Massacbiuetii 
and  Vermont,  he  did  not  know  where  they  eooli 
obtain  volunteers  for"  the  object  which  he  belitred 
all  branches  of  the  GKsvernment  had  in  view.  He 
presumed  that  the  system  of  rolonteers  was  tbe 
favorite  system  of  the  Government ;  and  tbis  bt 
inferred  from  their  havinjf  recommended  to  t)» 
other  House  the  raising  often  thousand  ref^ulan 
only,  and  from  the  Message  of  the  Presideatseii 
in  after  both  Houses  had  passed  the. bill  for  rail- 
ing twenty*five  thousand  regulars, and  commQBi- 
eating  the  correspondence  between  Mr.  Poster lod 
Mr.  Monroe,  as  a  ground  for  urging  Congress  to 
persevere  la  the  preparations  they  were  eogiged 
in  making.    The  President  must,  therefore,  ban 
deemed  a  volunteer  force  essential  for  the  coo- 
tem plated  service.     And  here  be  observed  he 
thought,  if  his  eorrespondence  with  the  British 
Bnvov,  which  afforded  evidence  of  ^*cootioaeA 
hostility"  towards  us,  furnished  matter  of  suffi- 
cient importance  to  fttn  upon  Congress  the  oiil- 
ity  .of  hastening  their  measures  of  preparatioBf 
that  the  other  business  of  the  Department  of  State 
might  have  been  allowed  to  repose  long  eaoogb 
for  a  reply  to  have  been  made  to  Mr.  Foster,  be- 
fore nearly  a  month  had  elapsed  after  the  dsteof 
his  letter.    He  did  not  advert  to  this  circumsuace 
from  any  want  of  respect  to  this  GoveBomeou 
he  should  always  treat  them  with  the  highest 
respect.    He  should  prefer  the  reduction  of  the 
number  of  the  volunteers  to  twenty-five  thousand, 
rather  than  the  retention  of  the  fifty  thousaDd* 
because  it  would  increase  the  momentum  of  ac- 
tual force,  and  decrease  the  expenses,  about  which 
so '  much  has  been  said.    Surely,  he  said,  he  did 
not  mean  that  it  would  not  increase  the  momeo- 
tumof  force  proposed  by  the  other  House,  but  thil 
proposed  by  the  Executive.    The  Executire  \m 
asked  for  ten  thoosand  regulars,  and  fifty  thou- 
sand volunteers — in  all,  sixty  thousatul  men.  The 
other  House  had  agreed  to  give  him  eighty-five 
thousand.     The  proposed    amendment  would, 
therelbre,  bring  the  quantutii  of  force  down  Dear 
ly  to  tbe#Exeeutive  requisition.    But  the  bill  pr 
poeed  a  forae  which  would  be  utterly  ioefficieo 
as  allother  volunteer  bills  had  been.    The  reiur 
under  the  thirty  thousand  volunteer  law,  passe 
two  or  three  years  ago,  were  so  few,  that  the  Sec 
retary  of  War  did  not  roister  them.    He  askedj 
how  efficient  could  that  species  of  force  be,  0^ 
which  the  Chief  Magistrate  did  not  think  it  worth 
while  to  have  a  record  kept  1    It  was  only  a  for^ 
midable  display  of  armies  on  paper— a  tender  of 
services — wnicn  onl^f  produced  very  handsome 
replies  from  the  President.    He  did  not  censuie 
the  Secretary  of  War  or  the  President ;  very  far 
from  it ;  the  defect  had  been  in  the  law.    He  beg^ 
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ed  gentlemeD  to  look  8«rk>otlr  «t  the  subject. 
fa  war  sbooM  ensue,  it  must  be  a  serious  ooe. 
rbe  responsibility  attached  to  Congress  of  pUieing 
0  adequate  force  in  the  hands  of  the  President 
)r  the  war.  But,  if  they  passed  a  law  which 
rould  girt  the  President  only  a  norainal  force^ 
otally  incompetent  to  effect  any  desirable  obiect, 
leJor  one,  should  be  unwilling  to  take  any  share 
f  responsibility  on  himself. 

Mr.  G.  said,  he  had  been  reproached  the  other 
lay  with  a  preference  of  ref^ulars  lo  rolanteers ; 
ind  ?ulunteers  were  said  to  be  more  conseoial  to 
be  Constitution  than  regular  armies^  He  said 
ht(  volunteers  were  hot  mentioned  in  the  Coo- 
litution  at  all — they  had  never  been  recommend* 
d  by  General  Washihqton,  and  no  law  had  been 
ttssed  to  raise  volunteers,  until  the  year  after  that 
(rest  man  left  the  Administration.  They  were 
ID  ioTention.  a  theory  of  modern  days.  The 
Coosritution  had  authorized  armies  without  re^ 
^trictioo ;  the  only  restriction  at  least,  was  to  the 
jfne  for  which  aporojpriatipn  for  their  supfwrt 
;ould  be  made.  And  with  respect  to  the  assertion 
bat  tbe  Constitution  never  meant  to  sanction  the 
dea  of  offensive  war,  he  asked  whether  it  could 
lot.  for  one  moment,  be  supposed  that  the  wise  fra- 
Dersof  that  instrument,  knew  that  Canada  and 
Florida  existed  on  our  borders  7  He  said  those  vir- 
oous  aod  patriotic  men  had  too  much  wisdom 
lo  restrict  Congress  to  defensive  war.  The  idea 
vas  absurd  I  it  was  one  of  the  fruitful  visionary 
BoiroDs  of  the  day.  Mr.  G.  objected  to  this  bill, 
beeaose  he  ieared  it  was  intended  to  sufiersede  the 
irmy.  Before  he  proceeded  to  demoQslrate  its 
ioefficieocy,and  the  impolicy  of  short  enlistmeots, 
be  would  notice  one  or  two  circumstances  con- 
Bected  with  the  proceedings  at  thii  session.  He 
knew  that  the  world  had  been  very  busy  in  asori- 
biogto  him  motives  of  hostilitv  to  the  Admtnis- 
iraiioo.  What  was  the  fact?  The  measures 
which  he  had  advocated  would  protect  the  Ad- 
oioisiration.  The  time  was  cominj?  when  its 
character  would  be  tested  ;  and  surely  efficient 
measures,  for  trying:^  times,  woald  best  bring  its 
real  character  to  light.  But  the  language  nviiich 
bad  been  indulged  in  abroad,  and  here  too,  was 
taicalated  to  subvert  the  freedom  of  discnsjwou 
tod  deliberation  in  this  body*  If  a  legislature 
vere  of  any  use  at  all,  it  was  to  exercise  its  own 
jod^Dient.  and  aid  the  other  functionaries  of  the 
GoTernment,  according  to  the  best  result  of  that 
jodgment.  formed  upon  a  OMture  deliberation. 
Desert  the  standard  of  your  own  judgment,  Mr. 
President,  and  where  will  you  find  fidetity  iii  any 
other  siaftdard  ?  You  are  always  certain  that  it 
» faithful ;  but  you  are  not  ao  with  respect  to  the 
Judgment  of  your  liriends.  He  disclaimed  the  idea 
of  subscribing  to  the  infallibility- of  aiiy  men. 

if  sQch  doctrine  can  be  adopted  it  was  only  ne- 
^ry  for  this,  or  that  man,  to  point  to  his  fa- 
vorite measures,  and  they  must  be  agreed  to^. 
'heiher  right  or  wrong.  He  had  always  un- 
derstood tbe  favorite  motto  of  the  Republicans  to 

be ''measures  and  not  men."  but  this  doctrine  is 
80W  inverted.  You  have  only  to  look  at  the  man, 
and  applaud  or  condemn  the  measures.    The  man 


himseK  and  not  the  ipeasQwa,  constitute  tbe  test 
of  their  wisdom.  He  never  would  abandon  him- 
self to  such  a  principle;  and  in  supporting  aay 
meabure,  should  follow  the  dictates  of  his  own 
judgment,  if  he  stood  alone  and  were  certain  of 
being  overwhelmed  by  popular  clamor.  He  could 
rely  upon  his  own  judgment;  but  he  could  not 
upon  popular  opinion,  which  was  as  variable  aa 
tbe  wind.  But  though  he  had  thus  condemned 
the  authority  of  names,  he  would  shelter  himself 
under  a  great  name,  on  the  occasion.  In  hja 
youthful  political  days,  he  did  not  now  hesitate  to 
confess,  he  had  distrusted  General  Washington  as 
a  statesman,  he  had  never  doubled  his  patriotismi 
or  his  talents  as  a  soldier.  But  when  he  had  felt  a 
want  of  confidence  in  this  great  man,  as  a  states- 
man>  he  had  little  experience;  he  was  surrounded 
by  risionary  theories;  but  from  further  ezperi* 
ence,  further  information,  and  further  reflection, 
although  he  was  not  prepared  to  subscr|be  to  all  the 
measures  of  that  gentleman's  administration,  he 
was  fearful  that.  '*  take  him  all  in  all,  we  shall  never 
see  his  like  again." 

Here  Mr.  G.  made  various  quotations  from 
"Marshall's  Life  of  Washington,"  to  show  that 
from  the  commencement  to  the  end  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary war.  our  illustrious  Commander-in-Chief 
was  convinced  of  the  fatal  impolicy  of  short  en- 
listments; that  he  was  urgent  in  pressing  upoa 
Congress  the  necessity  ef  ctiaogiog  their  plan,  in 
this  respect;  and  that  he  imputed  the  loss  and 
failure  of  the  expedition  of  the  brave  Montgom- 
ery against  duebec,  and  various  other  disastersi 
to  the  same  pernicious  principle  of  short  enlistp 
ments.  Indeed,  said  Mr.  G.,  it  appears,  from  this 
history,  that  short  enlistments  of  our  regular 
troops  iiad  very  nigh  strangled  our  independence 
in  its  cradle ;  nothing  but  a  divine  interposition 
could  have  enabled  us,.uoder  all  circumstances,  to 
have  achieved  it.  He  treated  the  fears  of  danger 
to  our  liberties,  from  a  regular  force  of  thirty-five 
thousand  men.  as  perfectly  visionary ;  and  all  the 
quotations  which 'had  been  drawn  from  history  to 
show  the  dangers  of  standing  armies  were  inap* 
plicable  to  the  United  States.  Of  whom  could  our 
.army  be  composed  ?  Of  ofiicers  and  men  who 
were  born  ana  raised  in  the  love  of  liberty ;  but, 
supposing  they  should  turn  their  arms  against 
their  country,  could  gentlemen  seriously  appre- 
hend so  much  danger,  when  the  United  States 
had  a  military  force  of  six  hundred'  thousand 
meo,  with  arms  in  their  bands?  Was  this  the 
case  with  the  States  of  Greece ;  or  with  France, 
when  Bonaparte  usurped  the  Government?  Cer- 
tainly not.  The  body  of  the  people  in'  Greece 
were  slaves.  The  people  of  France  did  not  un- 
derstand what  liberty  was;  they  had,  besides, 
seen  blood  stream  from  the  beffinning  to  the 
end  of  the  Revolution  ;  they  therefore  made  no  re- 
sistance to  usurpation  and  a  change  of  Govern- 
ment ;  they  had  no  arms  in  their  hands ;  the  Pari- 
sian mob  were  only  to  be  gained  over  to' the  usur* 
per,  and  things  were  settled. 

[For  a  full  report  of  this  speech  of  Mr.  Giles, 
see  Supplemental  Speeches  at  the  end  of*  the  vol- 
tfnie.] 
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TflDBSDAir,  Jiinoary  30. 

The  bill  entitled  *'  An  act  concerning  the  Na- 
val Establishment,"  was  read,  and  pa»ed  to  the 
aeeond  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bradley,  the  bill  was  read 
the  second  time,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  re* 
ferred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred, 
on  the  8th  of  Notember,  so  much  of  the  Message 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  as  concerns 
the  relations  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  and  France,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  autborizing  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  accept  and  organ izecertain  volunteer  military 
corps,"  together  with  the  amendments  reported 
thereto  by  the  select  committee ;  and  the  bill 
having  been  amended,  the  Prbsidbht  reported 
it  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  T  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  promote  the  progress  of  sci- 
ence and  useful  arts,  by  securing,  for  a  limited 
time  to  inventors,,  the  exclusive  right  to  their  re- 
spective discoreries;  and  the  bill  having  been 
amended,  the  Pbbsiobnt  reported  it  to  the  House 
accordingly ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Anderson, 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  to-morrow.  \ 

Mr.  Andbrson  presented  the  memorial  of 
Thomas  Corcoran  and  others,  citizens  of  George- 
town, in  the  District  of  Columbia,  stating  that 
they  had  commenced  certain  improvements  in 
the  channel  of  the  river  Potomac,  near  that  town, 
but  that  they  were  impeded  in  their  progress  by 
a  legal  injuoction,  on  suggestion  that  they  might 
do  injury  to  the  bridge  lately  erected  over  the 
aforementioned  river;  and  that  the  petitioners 
are  constrained  to  lay  their  case  again  before 
Congress,  and  to  ask  their  interposition  and  re- 
lief; and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to 
a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  five  members,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise ; 
and  Messrs.  Anderson,  Gbeoo.Qoodbich,  Smith 
of  Maryland,  and  Bradley,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 


bill  be  recemmitted,  it  was  determined  in  ike 
negative. 

Jiesolvedf  That  thb  bill  pass  with  an  amcod- 
meat. 


Friday,  January  31. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  promote  the  progress  of  science  and  the 
useful  arts,  by  securing,  for  a  limited  time,  to  in- 
ventors, the  exclusive  right  to  their  respective 
discoveries.  And,  after  debate,  the  further  Con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday 
next. 

Mr.  Oilman,  from  tbe  committee,  reported  the 
amendment  to  tbe  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  author- 
izing thePresident  of  the  United  States  to  accept 
and  organize  certain  volunteer  military  corps," 
correctly  engrossed;  and  the  bill  was  read  the 
third  time  as  amended.   > 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Wobthinqton,  that  the 


Monday,  February  3. 

The  Pbesident  communicated  the  reponcf 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War.  on  ihe 
contracts  made  by  him  in  the  year  1811,  and  ibosc 
made  by  the  Purveyor  of  Public  Supplies  for  ilie 
same  year ;  in  compliance  with  the  requi^ttios  of 
the  fiuii  section  of  the  act  of  the  21st  of  Apn'l 
1808;  and  the  report  was  readi 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatiret 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act  making  appropriatioD<>  {y 
the  support  of  Gkivernment  for  the  year  ISIIf 
also  a  mil,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  alter  the  times  of 
holding  the  district  courts  within  and  for  the 
district  of  Connecticut;"  in  which  they  des.re 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

Tbe  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  vere 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  tbe  United  States  : 

To  the  Senate  and  Houie  of 

R^preMentaiivu  of  the  United  StaieM  .- 
I  lay  before  Congress  a  report  of  the  Secrettrj  of 
the  Treasury,  containing  a  statement  of  prooeedingi 
under  the  **Act  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  tntkii^ 
a  road  from  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  t« 
the  State  of  Ohio." 

JAMES  MADISON. 
FaaavABV  1, 181B. 

The  Message  and  papers  therein  referred  to| 
were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill  to  promote  tb^ 
progress  of  science  and  useful  arts,  oy  securia^, 
for  a  limited  time,  to  inventors,  the  ezclustTC 
right  to  their  respective  discoveries;  and  the  bill 
was  further  amended. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?  it  was  deter- 
mined  in  the  affirmative. 

VIRGINIA  RESOLUTIONS. 

The  Prbsidbnv  laid  before  the  Senate  a  lettei 
from  the  Governor  of  Virginia,  commuoicaiiag 
the  resolutions  of  the  General  AasomUy  of  thai 
Commonwealth  on  certain  measurea  of  the  Gen* 
era!  €toyernmaat,  coaaeeted  with  our 
lationa;  which  wera  read,  as  follows^ 

Statb  or  ViBsiviA,  Jan.  S5,  1812. 
The  General  Assembly  of  Virginia  have  beheld,  witli 
deep  sensibility,  the  flagrant  violatiens  whie6  the  great 
belligerents  of  £urope  have  practised  upon  the  rights 
of  neUtrafity,  as  established  ujjbn  the  prundplas  of  oni- 
versal  law,  and  aanotioned  by  the  acqaiascenoe  of  the 
whole  civilised  world  fiar  many  ages.  Thaae  vidationa 
have  driven  all  the  aalions  of  Europe  into  a  war,  alihe 
unexaaspled  in  its  ravages  and  its  conaaqaenoas ;  and, 
whilst  the  United  Statas  hava  kepi  out  of  its  vortex, 
and  moat  scrapulously  adhered  to  the  duties  devolved 
upon  them,  by  treating  all  with  egual  impartiality,  they 
have,  from  year  to  year,  indulged  the  illusive  hope  that 
reflaptian  would  bring  back  the  aggraaaoia  to  a  sense 
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jwdee,  and  ntominif  rMson  would  ingare  t«  Hw 
Dg  YiDlilcd  iimimitiM  of  the  pewma  and  propaitj 
their  attxena  an  exemption  from  tke  war  committed 
wn  them.  Fnnee  Jiaa  pao^  ia  her  eaieer  of  hee- 
tty,  and  thereby  afforded  to  her  rival,  England,  an 
portanitj  of  performing  her  solemn  proaiaea  with* 
1  a  compromitment  of  her  pride ;  and  it  waa  expect* 
t  by  the  uoTcrnment  and  people  of  thn  United  States 
at  the  proofs  of  this  pause,  presented  in  an  unques* 
>nsble  shape  to.  the  British  Miniatry*  would  baTo 
len  promptly  followed  by  a  repeal  of  the  Orders  in 
ouDol ;  bnt  fatat  experience  has  produced  the  pain- 
I  conTiction  that,  in  this  just  expectation,  they  have 
«n  mistaken.  And,  regardless  of  all  principle,  the 
Id  aTowal  hne  been  made  by  Great  Britain,  that  the 
imitted  admiseion  of  her  fabrics  into  the  continent 
Europe,  throogh  neutral  resseli,  waa  an  indiapensa- 
e  preliminai^  to  the  termination  of  her  aggressions ; 
conditioB  wihich  the  United  States  have  no  right  to 
anand  ia  relmioato  the  produce  of  their  own  aoil  or 
lann&ctnrea,  and  which  their  honor  finfoida  them  to 
eaand  at  the  inatanoe  and  for  the  benefit  of  another, 
Vi\h  s  knowledge  of  thia  avowal,  mnd  the  dnUy  eiei* 
>oce  that  Great  Britaii\  execntea  her  erdem  in  their 
ring  spirit,  which  is  war  upon  ns,  of  the  most  aggra- 
(ted  spcciea,  a  further  indulgence  of  hope  is  aUied 
ttb  disgrace,  and  forbearance  becomea  criminal ;  and 
though  thia  Aasembly  confide  in  the  patriotiam  of  the 
DDgress  and  Executive  of  the  United  States  to  assert 
e  rights  of  the  nation,  in  the  manner  its  honor  re* 
tires ;  and,  as  regards  themselves,  this  expression  of 
m  opinion  may  be  superfluous,  yet,  influenced  by 
e  examples  of  preceding  Legislatures,  at  times  less 
ooientous  than  the  present,  and  apprehensive  that 
eir  fllence  will  be  misconstrued  into  indifference  or 
ttrust,  more  eepeciaHy  as  the  Minister  Plenipotenti* 
y  ef  Great  Brttain,  in  hie  correspondence  with  the 
^cnunent  of  the  United,  Statea,  recently  publiah- 
1,  has  opponed,  to  the  act  of  the  Executive,  and 
n  endenee  on  whieh  it  waa  predicated,  a  presumed 
ttagreement,  aa  to  the  fact  npon  which  he  deeided, 
od  the  jfftiee  of  the  meaaare  that  he  had  adopted 
r  '^  aa  the  legal  authoritiee  in  the  United  Statea ;"  and 
icaose  we  believe  the  meaeurea  of  hoetiiity,  pnraaed 
f  the  British  Government  agafnst  ne,  are  ^persisted- 
1,  in  the  belief  that  we  are  a  divided  people,  this  As* 
nblj  declare  their  conviction  to  be,  that  not  only 
■11  the  legal  authorities  of  this  State,"  but  the  people 
in,  from  whom  the  former  derive  their  powera,  concur 
( the  sentiment  of  confidence  in  the  Government  of 
te  Union,  and  a  firm  resohition  to  support  it  in  the 
dcmption  of  its  plighted  fiuth,  "to  maintain  the 
gbu,  honor,  and  independence  of  the  United  Statea; 
nd,  ictuated  by  a  aacred  regard  for  the  Conttitation 
ad  Kbertiea  of  United  America,  sanctioned- by  the  wis- 
in  of  their  fathers,  and  conaeerated  with  their  Mood, 
lej  will  not  withhold  the  testimony  of  their  confi* 
ence,  and  thn  eolemn  aasnranoe  of  their  oo-operation 
I  aeet  the  ciiaie  with  the  fiimness  of  meis  and  the 
etsrminataon  of  freemen  t  Therefore, 

Btmhtd^  That  thia  Aaaemhty,  apeakag,  as  they 
•iisve  they  do,  the  voiee  of  the  peo{ile  of  thia  Common- 
*ttlth,  have  viewed,  with  approbation*  the  nnilbnn 
inl  with  which  jnat  remonatrancea  have  been  made 
^  tbe  General  Government,  for  the  pvrpee^of  obtain* 
log  from  Great  Britain,  by  l^norable  negotiatioif,  a 
cdiea  of  the  many  wrongs  inflicted  upon  us  by  her 
Orders  in  Council,  and  other  measures  equally  hostile 
0  the  interesU  of  the  United  Statof. 


JleaoAMA  nt  Me  opMm  of  thia  AMtembfy,  That, 
however  highly  we  value  the  bleesiags  of  peace,  and 
however  we  denrecate  the  evila  of  war,  the  period  haa 
now  arrived  when  peoiCp  a$  tot  now  kmoe  t/,  ia  dia* 
graeefril»  and  war  is  honorable. 

RtMcioedt  That  this  Assembly  will  support  the  Gen* 
erid  Government  in  all  Constitutional  and  legitimate 
measures,  which  may  be  adopted  in  vindication  of  the 
rights  and  interest  of  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
and  in  support  of  the  character  and  dignity  of  the 
Government  thereof;  and,  for  these  purposes,  we 
pledge  "  our  lives,  our  fortunes,  and  our  sacred  honor.*^ 

Resolved,  That  the  flxecutive  of  this  State  be  re^ 
quested  to  tranamitthe  foregoing  preamble  and  resolu- 
nons  to  the  Execntive*  and  Legislative  departments  of 
the  General  Government. 


TuEBOAT,  February  4. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
to  whom, waa  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^^  An  act 
for  (be  establishment  of  a  quartermaster's  depart*^ 
ment,*'  together  with  the  amendments  of  the 
House  of  Uepreseouiives  thereto,  reported  that 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  be  postponed 
to  the  first  Monday  in  August  next.  He  also 
read,  in  his  place,  the. draught  of  a  bill  in  add!* 
tiOD  to  the  Military  £lstabli3bment  of  the  United 
States;  and  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WoRTHiwoTOii,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for 
tl&e  revision  of  former  confirmations,  and  for  con- 
firming certain  claims  to  land  in  the  district  of 
Kaskaskia,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Lbib,  from  th«  committee  appointed  on 
the  petition  of  John  Bioren  nnd  others,  reported  a 
biU  authorizing  a  subscription  for  the  laws  of  the 
United  States;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Reeo,  from  the  committee  appointed  6n 
the  subjeet,  reported  a  bill  in  addition  to,  and  for 
repealiog  certain  parts  of,  an  act,  entitled  '^Aa  act 
for  establisbiag  rules  and  articles  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  armies  of  the  United  States;"  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  **An  act  to  alter  the  times  of 
holdine  the  district  courts  within  and  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Connecticut,"  was  read  the  second  time; 
and,  by  UDanimous  consent,  it  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  <'An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  Che  support  ot  Government  for  the  year 
1812,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
a  select  committee  to  consider  and  report  thereon ; 
and  Messrs.  Tait,  Franklin,  and  Goonaicn, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  UiLMAN,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  to  promote  the  progress  of  science  and  useful 
arts,  by  securing,  for  ajimited  time,  to  inventors, 
the  exclusive  right  to  their  respective  discoveries, 
correctly  engrossed ;  and  the  bill  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Seriate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  incorporate  Moses  Austin^  John 
Rice  Jones,  Henry  Austin,  and  others,  into  a 
company,  by  the  name  of  the  Louisiana  Lead 


mSTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


2? 


E. 


ProotedtMigs. 


FeSBCABT 


jau 


lay;  and^  after  dabaie,  it  was  agreed  that 
rtber  cdMideratioa  thereof  be  postponed 
omorroiir. 

Bat ARD,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
naitted  the  bill  sapplementary  to  the  act, 
d  ^^Aq  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of 
on  imports  and  tonnage,"  reported  the  bill 
n  amendment. 

motion,  by  Mr.  Franklin,  the  bill,  which 
ited  in  the  Senate,  appropriating  a  stun  of 
'  for  procuring  munitions  of  war,  was  post- 
until  the  first  Monday  in  Decent ber  next. 


Wednesday,  February  5. 

President  communicated  the  report  of  the 
lissiuners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  stating  that 
^asures  which  have  been  authorized  by  the 
,  subsequent  to  their  last  report  of  the  2d  of 
iry,  1811,  80  far  as  the  same  have  been 
&ted,  are  fully  detailed  in  the  report  of  the 
ary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Board,  dated  the 
ly  of  the  present  month,  and  in  the  state- 
therein  referred  to,  which  are  herewith 
litted,  and  prayed  to  be  received  as  part  of 
port;  and  the  report  was  read, 
bill  in  addition  to,  and  for  repealing  cer- 
irts  of,  an  act,  entitled  *-An  act  for  estab- 
',  rules  and  articles  for  the  government  of 
mies  of  the  United  States,"  was  read  the 
time. 

bill  authorizing  i.  subitcription  for  the  Yaws 
United  States  was  read  the  second  time. 

Senate  resumed,  as  in  Comipittee  of  the 
Sthe  bill  to  incorporate  Moses  Austin,  John 
Fones,  Henry  Austin,  and  others,  into  a 
ny,  by  the  name  of  the  Louisiana.  Lead 
loy. 

naotioo,  by  Mr.  Leib,  that  the  further  con- 
ion  thereof  be  postponed  until  the  first 
ly  in  December  next,  it  was  determined  in 
gative — years  11,  nays  13,  as  follows: 

1— Messrs.  Bayard,  Bibb,  Franklin,  Gaillard, 
,  Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
,  and  Varnam. 

8 — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bradley,  Condit.  Craw- 
utts,  German,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Howell,  Hun- 
ith  of  New  York,  Tait,  and  Taylor. 

i2otioo,  by  Mr.  Leib,  that  the  further  coo- 
ion  of  the  bill  be  postponed  until  the  first 
ly  in  April  next.  it,'was  determined  in  the 
/e. 

notion,  by  Mr.  Gregg,  it  was  agreed  that 
rther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed 
lie  first  Monday  in  March  next. 

Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of 
hole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled 
:t  for  the  revisioi^  of  former  confirmations. 


t  of  Kaskaskia  ;*'  and  it  was  ordered  to  the 
eading. 

Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
pplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
te  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  anJ 
e,'^  together  whh  the  amendment  reported 
•  by  the  select  committee^  and,  on  motion. 


by  Mr.  BATAftf»r  it  was  agfeed  that  thefartb^ 
consideration  thereof  be  postponed  uaUl  the  ki 
Monday  io  March  next. 

The  Senate  reaamed,  as  in  Committee  of  tb 
Whole,  the  eonsideration  of  the  bill  respectisi 
the  enrolling  and  licensing  steamboats;  and  a 
the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  aa 
read  a  third  time?  it  was  determiaed  in  the  li 
flrmaiive. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represeouiire 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  hare  passe 
a  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  supplementary  tv  ^Aq  v 
to  raise,  for  a  limited  time,  an  additional  miliur^ 
force,"  passed  on  the  12th  day  of  April,  ISOS;  i| 
which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Seut^ 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  eonciarrefice  vs 
read  and  pasted  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  ui 
Whole,  the  bill  establishing  a  Land  Office;  ui 
after  agreeing  to  sundry 'amendments,  the  fortlM 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to,  aad  tni 
the  order  of  the  day  for,  to-morrow. 


Thuasdat*  February  6. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  sapplementary  i 
'  An  act  to  raise,  for  a  limited  time,  an  addition 
military  force."  passed  on  the  12th  day  of  Apn 
180S,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to! 
select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereoq 
and  Messrs,  Reed,  Anderson,  and  Bbadlii 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  CAMPBBLf4,  of  Ohio,  submitted  the  folia 
ing  motion  for  consideration : 

^^  That  a  oomauttee  be  appointed  te  inqaire  iato 
expediency  of  ascertaining,  sarveyingv  and 
ifkg,  the  Northern  and  Western  bonndaigr  tines  of 
l^tste  of  Ohio ;  and  that  the  committee  have  leav« 
report  by  hill  or  otberwiie."  j 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bmitb  of  Maryland,  the  bij 
entitled  ^  An  act  for  the  establishment  of  a  quai 
termaster's  department,"  together  with  theamesi 
ments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  thereti 
was  postponed  Until  the  first  Monday  in  Decen 
her  next,  agreeably  to  the  report  of  the  con 
mittee. 

The  bill  in  addition  to  the  Military  Establisl 
ment  of  the  United  States,  reported  as  a  subst 
tute  -for  the  bill  last  mentioned,  was  read,  as 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act  for  the  revision  < 
former  confirmations,  and  for  confirming  certai 
claims  to  land  in  the  District  of  Kaskaskia,*'  wi 


read  the  third  time*  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tl 

Whole,  the  bill  establishing  a  land  office;  an 

after  debate,  on  motion,  hy  Mr.  Bayabd,  it  wi 

recommitted  to  a  select  committee,  further  to  coj 

r  confirming  certain  claims  to  land  in  the  |  sider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Bavaa 

""' WoRTBiN«T0N,  and  Qreoo,  were  appointed  tt 

committee. 

Mr.  Oilman,  from  the  committee,  reported  tl 
bill  respecting  the  enrolling  and  iieensing  < 
steamboats  correctly  engrossed ;  and  the  bill  wj 
read  the  third  time,  and  })assed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tl 
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'hole,  the  bill  authoriziag  a  tubfoription  for  the 
ITS  of  the  Uoued  Slates,  and  further  considera- 
)0  thereof  wa«  postponed  uotii  the  first  Monday 
March  next. 

A  message  from  the  Hoqse  of  Kftpresenlativea 
formed  the  Senate  that  the  'House  hare  passed 
liill^  eoiitled  **Anact  making  appropriations  for 
e  support  of  the  Military  B$t«bhshment  of  tlie 
Qited  States  for  the  year  1812;"  a  bill,  entitled 
Id  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
the  Nary  of  the  United  States  for  the  year 
\l2f  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  making  a  further 
ipropristion  for  the  defence  of  our  maritime 
niierf  a  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  makins  ftppro- 
btions  for  the  sapporc  of  an  additional  milita- 
forcef  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  making 
I  appropriation  for  the  expenses  incident  to  the 
I  companiea  of  mounted  rangers  doring  the 
!sr  1812 ;"  in  which  bills  they  request  the  con? 
irrrace  of  the  Senate. 

Tbe  five  bills  last  mentioned  were  read  and 
iss«d  to  the  second  readitig. 
The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Me,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  in  addition 
.and  for  repealing  certain  parts  of,  an  act,  enti- 
id  -^  Ad  act  for  establishing  rules  and  articles  for 
e  gorernment  of  the  armies  of  tbe  United 
latea  f  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Bradley,  th6 
rtber  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to, 
td  made  the  order  of  the  day  fbr,  to-morrow. 


FniDAY,  February  7. 

The  Pb£8I0£Nt  communicated  a  letter  from 
$  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  the  report  of 
9  commissioners  appointed  conformably  to  '^  An 
n  to  aaihorize  the  Secretary  of  War  to  ascer- 
iId  aod  settle,  by  the  appointment  of  commis- 
fiacrs,  the  exterior  line  of  the  public  land  at 
Fh Point  with  the  adjoining  proprietor;*'  and 
le  letter  and  report  were  read. 
The  bill  entitled  ^  An  act  making  appropria* 
0OS  for  the  support  of  the  Military  Establish- 
»Dtof  the  United  States  for  the  year  1811," 
is  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
Mtmittee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  >  and 
Insrs.  Jbanklin,  Tait,  and  Qoodrich,  were 
^pointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  '^  An  act  making  a  fiirther  ap- 
ropriatioQ  for  the  defence  of  our  maritime  fron- 
lev  was  read  the  second  time. 
The  bill,  entitled  *' An  act  making  appropria- 
IMS  for  the  support  of  an  additional  military 
tree/*  was  read  toe  second  time,  and  referred  to 
•elect  committee,  to  consider  and  report  there- 
in ;  aod  Messrs.  Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Brent, 
Bd  Dana,  were  appointed  the  committee. 
The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  makiuff  an  appro- 
N'lioD  for  the  expenses  incident  to  the  six  com- 
ities of  mounted  rangers  during  the  year  1812," 
*^  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
^miitee  last  mentioned,  to. consider  and  report 
'weoo. 

.  T^e  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  making  appropria- 
iu)Qsfoc  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
°tties  for  the  year  1812,"  was  read  the  second 


time,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Braoley, 
Brent,  and  Dana,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  authorizing  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Treasury  to  locate  the  lands  reserred 
for  the  use  of  Jefferson  College,  in  tbe  Mississippi 
Territory,"  in  which  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Pope  presented  the  petition  of  the  Synod 
of  Kentucky,  sitting  in  Lexington,  praying  thai 
the  public  mail  may  not  be  permitted  to  be  car- 
ried on  the  Sabbath  days,  except  on  extraordina- 
ry occasions,  for  reasons  therein  stated  ;  and  the 
petition  was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  mad6  yesterday  by  Mr.  Campbell,  of 
Ohio ;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Braoley,  it  was 
amended  and  agreed  to,  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  . 
inquire  into  the  expediency^  of  ascertaining,  sur- 
▼eyingi  and  establishing,  the  Northern  and  West- 
eroh  boundary  lines  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  the 
Northern  line  of  the  State  of  Vermont ;  and  that 
th6  committee  hate  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise* 

Messrs.  Braoley,  Campbell  of  Ohio.  Cutts, 
Howell,  and  Dana,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

Tbe  bill  in  addition  to  the  Militarv  Establish- 
ment of  the  United  States  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
postponed  until  Monday  next* 

Mr. Bradley,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  to  provide  for 
tbe  more  convenient  taking  of  affidavits  and  bail 
in  civil  causes  depending  in  the  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States^'^reported  the  bill  as  amended. 


Monday,  February  10. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  coip- 
mittee  to  whom  was  referred  the  oillj  entitled  "An 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  an 
additional  military  force."  reported  it  without 
amendment.  He  also  reported,  from  the  same 
cominittee,  th6  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  an 
appropriation  for  the  expenses  incident  to  the  six 
companies  of  mounted  rangers  during  the  year 
1812."  without  amendment. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  locate  the  lamls  reserved 
for  the  use  of  Jefferson  College,  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory."  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  providing  for  the  more  convenient  taking  of 
affidavits  and  bail  in  civil  causes  depending[  in  the 
courts  of  the  United  States,"  together  with  the 
amendment  repotted  thereto  by  the  select  commit- 
tee, which  was  agreed  to;  and  the  President 
reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 
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On  the  qaeitioD,  Bhall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  ameoded  ?  it  wa^  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  by  Mr.  Reed,  od  the  21st  Januaryj 
as  amended ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Bhadley, 
that  il  be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereupon,  it  was  determined  in 
the  negative — yeas  11,  nays  14,  as  follows: 

YxAs— Me«n.  Andenon,  Bradley,  Campbell  of  Ohio, 
Condit,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Howell,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Tait,  Taylor,  and  Turner. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bayard,  Franklia,Gaillard,  German, 
Oilman,  Goodrich,  Horeey,  Hanter,  Lambert,  Leib, 
Seed,  Smith  of  Maryland,  V  amnm,  and  Worthing  ton. 

On  motion  bv  Mr.  Anderson,  that  the  further 
consideration  thereof  be  postponed  until  the  first 
Monday  in  March  next,  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative— yeas  20,  nays  11,  as  follows: 

YxAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bradley,  Campbell 
of  Ohio,  Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawford, 
Cutta,  Franklin,  GaiUard,  Gregg»  Howell,  Leib,  Pope, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum, 
and  Worthington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bayard,  Dana,  German,  Oilman, 
Goodrich,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Lloyd,  Reed,  and 
Smith  of  Maiyland. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  transmit* 
tinz  a  copy  of  the  resolution  passed  by  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  that  State,  ratifying  and  con- 
firming lin  amendment  proposed  by  Congress  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  relative  to 
titles  of  nobility.  And  the  letter  and  resolution 
were  read. 

On  motion  bv  Mr.  Braolet, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
transmit  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of 
State  the  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  Georgia,  ratifying  and  confirming  an  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Congress  to  the  Constitution 
of  (be  united  States,  respecting  titles  of  nobility ; 
tojgether  with  the  resolntioDs  of  the  Legislatures 
ofsuch  other  States  as  have  ratified  the  same. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  to  authorize  a  detachment 
from  the  militia  of  the  United  States ;"  a  bill,  en- 
titled ^*  An  act  to  establish  a  land  district  in  the 
Illinois  Territorv,  east  of  the  district  of  Kaskas- 
kia^  and  to  attacn  certain  public  lands  to  the  dis- 
trict of  Jefiersonvilie;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Captain  Selah  Benton ;"  in 
which  bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  three  bills  last  meotioned  were  read,  lind 
passed  to  a  second  reading. 


TuBSDAT,  February  IL 

Mr.  GiLMAN,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
ameodmeot  to  the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  provid- 
ing for  the  more  convenient  taking  of  affidavits 
and  bail  in  civil  causes  depending  in  the  courts  of 
the  United  States,'*  correctly  engrossed ;  and  the 
bill  was  read  the  third  time  as  amended,  and  passed. 


The  hiU,  entitled  ^'  An  «er  to  aotfaorize  t 
taehment  from  the  militia  of  the  United  Sot 
was  read  the  seoond  time,  and  referred  toasel 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon; 
Messrs.  Rem,  Varnum,  and  HuNTsa,  were 
pointed  the  committee.  « 

The  Senate  refenmed,  as  in  Comniittee  of  m 
Whole,  the  biU  in  addition  to  the  Military  m 
tablishment  of  the  United  States;  and.  oo  tli 
question.  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  reiji 
third  time?  it  was  determined  in  the  affiriaatiii 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  establish  s 
district  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  east  of  the 
trict  of  Kaakaskia,  and  to  attaen  certain 
lands  to  the  district  of  Jefleraooville,"  was 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  cooimi 
appointed  the  14th  Novftmber  last,  am  the 
tion  respecting  pnUic  lands,  to  consider  and 
thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "^  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Cif- 
taln  Selah  Benton,"  wna  read  the  second  tine. 
and  referred  to  a  select  eommittee,.  to  eoosite 
and  report  thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  Bibb,  Lsib.  msI 
Rbeb,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Cooicaittee  of  ik 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  in  addiitf 
to,  and  for  repealing  certain  parts  of,  an  act.  tB» 
tied  ''An  act  for  establishing  rales  and  article 
for  the  govemneat  of  the  Armies  of  the  Uoinj 
Statea;*'  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Daba,  the  fta 
ther  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to,  sm 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  ik 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled ""  A| 
act  malting  appropriations  for  the  support  of  m 
additional  military  force ;"  and  the  bill  va 
amended,  and  the  Prebioent  reported  it  to  ik 
House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  the  bill  be  read  a  xhiti 
time  as  amended  1  it  was  determined  in  the  affii* 
ativa. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbi 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  *' At 
act  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasory  n 
locate  the  lands  reserved  for  the  use  of  Jeffenoi 
College,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  thirf 
time  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirnaative. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatim 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Houae  have  pass^ 
a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  ascertain  and  establii 
the  western  boundary  of  the  tract  reserved  m 
satisfying  the  military  bounties  allowed  to  the 
officers  and  soldfers  of  the  Virginia  line  on  Conii* 
nental  Establishment,"  in  which  bill  they  desii^ 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  I 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read|  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Oo  motion  by  Mr.  Tatlor,  the  bill,  entitled 
*'  An  act  making  a  farther  appropriation  for  the 
defence  of  our  maritime  frontier,"  was  tefetred  t(J 
a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  tbereoo  i 
and  Messrs.  Taylor,  Llotu,  and  Smith  of  Mt^ 
ryland,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  thf 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bttl,  entitled  ''A^ 
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^t  mftkio^  an  «ppropriation  for  tbe  expeosea  io* 
ient  to  the  six  oompanies  of  mounted  rangers 
mng  tbe  year  1812  ^aad  it  was  ordered  to  the 
lird  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  that 
be  ooir  i«ad  a  third  time,  it  was  objected  to,  as 
piDst  the  rale. 


Wednesday,  February  12. 

Tbe  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  ascertain  and  e»- 
lUish  the  western  boundary  of  the  tract  reserved 
V  satisfying  the  military  bounties  allowed  to  tbe 
icers  sDd  soldiers  of  tne  Virginia  line  on  Con- 
aental  Establishment,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
td  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider 
)d  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Woetbiicotoji, 
tBEG<i.aod  Pope,  were  appointed  the  committee, 

Mr.  TArr,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
eferred  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  making  appro- 
fiidoos  for  the  support  of  €bvettiment  for  the 
ear  1812,"  reported  it  with  amendments. 

Mr.  Oilman,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
ill  in  addition  to  the  Military  Establishment  of 
ie  United  States,  correctly  engrossed;  and  the 
II  was  read  the  third  time. 

Co  motion  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  it  was  recommitted 
)  a  select  committee,  further  to  consider  and 
nort  thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  Llotd,  Smith  of 
fiffyland,  and  Crawford,  were'  appointed  the 
nnmittee. 

Mr.  Oilman,  fron»  the  committee,  also  reported 
■e  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  mak- 
l|t  appropriations  for  the  support  of  an  additional 
aliiarjr  force."  correctly  engrossed ;  and  the  bill 
As  read  the  toird  time  as  amended,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  making  an  appro- 
iriaiioo  for  the  expenses  incident  to  tne  six  com- 
noies  of  mounted  rangers  during  the  year  1812,'' 
^8  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  '^  An  act  authorizing  the  Sec- 
Htry  of  the  Treasury  to  locate  the  lands  reserved 
^  the  use  of  Jefferson  CoHegie,  in  the  Mississippi 
ferritory,'^  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
'  A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatiyes 
iformed  the  Senate  that  the  House  hare  passed 
flHiUoittled  **  An  act  for  the  relief  of  tbe  Board 
tf  Commiasionera  west  ef  Pearl  river;"  alas  a  bill, 

6 tied  "An  net  for  the  benefit  ef  Christopher 
^f  in  which  >ill8  they  reqaest  the  eoacnr- 
^eesftheSeaate. 

The  bills  last  brought  «p  for  concurrence  were 
^  and  passed  to  the  aacoad  reading. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideratiOB  of  the  bill  in  addition 
to,  and  for  repealing  certain  certain  parte  of,  an 
kt. entitled  "An  act  for  establishing  rules  and 
Jl^les  for  the  ffOTernment  of  the  Armies  of  the 
^ited  States  f*  and  the  bill  was  amended,  and 
"^  PaBsinaaT  reported  it  to  the  House  accord- 
'HIt-  On  the  question^  Shall  thts  bill  be  en- 
gtoBcd  and  read  a  third  ume  as  amended?  it  was 
^^jenDined  in  the  negative — yeas  10,  nays  15,  as 
lollows: 

^iii^Mflssrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Campbell  of  Ohio, 
^'^la^i  HeweU»  LeibiPope,  Reed,  Taylor,  Yafdum. 


Nats-^Mossib,  Biiyard,  Bradley,  Condit,  Crawford', 
Cutts,  Gsiliard,  Gihnan,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Lambert, 
Smith  of  Msryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Tar« 
ner,  and  Worthington. 

Mr.  Pope  presented  the  memorial  and  netition 
of  John  Lisle  and  Margaret  his  wife^  late  Marga- 
ret Lapsley,  widow  and  admiaistrairix  of  Samuel 
Lapeley,  deceased,  and  Miss  Lapsley,  daughter 
and  sole  heir  of  the  said  Samuel,  stating  that  tha 
said  Samuel  Lapsley  served  as  an  officer  in  tha 
late  Revolutionary,  war,  aujd  after  tbe  peace  he 
received  two  certificates,  commonlv  called  com« 
mutation  or  final  settlement  certincate^  which, 
in  the  year  1786,  he  placed  in  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Qreenlee,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  indents 
of  interest  thereon,  aad  which  were  lost  by  Mr. 
Greenlee,  and  have  never  since  been  found,  and 
have  never  been  funded ;  and  praying  relief,  for 
reasons  stated  at  large  in  the  meinorial  y  which 
waa  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise  ', 
and  Messrs.  Popb,  Beaousy,  and  Qrsgg,  wera 
appointed  the  committee. 

TaoaaDAY,  February  13. 
Mr.WoRTRtNQTONjfrom  the  committee  to  whomr 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  estab« 
lish  a  land  district  in  the  Illinoia  Territory,  east 
of  the  district  of  Kaskaskia,  and  to  attach  certain 
public  lands  to  the  district  of  Jefiersonville," 
reported  it  Ivtthout  amendment. 

The  PRB8I0ENT  commonieated  the  general  ac- 
count of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  from 
October  1, 1810,  to  October  1, 1811;  as  also  the 
accounts  of  the  War  and  Navy  Departments  for 
the  saaae  period  ;  together  with  the  reports  of  the 
accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  thereon;  which 
were  read; 

The  fikinate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  tbe  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Gk)v- 
ernment  for  the  year  1812,"  together  with  the 
amendments  reported  thereto  bythe  select  com- 
mittee; and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Tait  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made 
the  order  of  the.day  for,  to-morrow. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  west  of  Pearl  river,** 
was  read  the  second  time.  . 


FatoAY,  February  14. 

Mr.  BaAJftLBYv  frotti  theis6namktea  to  whom  waa 
referred  the  biU,  eattUed  "  Aa  act  makiaff  appro- 
priatioas  for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  Uni'- 
t6d  States  for  iha  year  1612,"  reported  it  witfaoiH 
amen4ment. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  making  appro" 
priationa  for  the  support  of  the  Miliury  Estab- 
liabment  of  the  United  States  foi  the  year  1812," 
reported  it  without  amendment* 

Mr.  Bibb,  from  the  committee  to  whom  waa 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^  Aa  act  for  the  relief 
of  Captain  Selah  Benton,"  reported  it  without 
amendmaat. 
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Tht  bill,  entitled  "^  An  act  for  the  benefit  of 
Christopher  Miller,"  wa$  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon;  and  Messrs.  Bradley,  Pope, 
and  Smith,  of  New  York,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York,  presented  the  petkion 
of  Nathaniel  G.  lognraham,  and  others,  of  New 
York,  merchants,  and  citizens  of  the  United  States. 
Slating  that  they  are  copartners  in  trade,  in  which 
they  have  heretofore  been  very  successful;  bat 
that,  owing  to  the  present  unravorable  state  of 
the  relations  between  this  country  and  the  com- 
mercial nations  of  Europe,  they  hare  lost  the 
whole  of  their  private  estates,  and  become  corpo<- 
tately  and  individually  insolvent;  and  that  they 
owe  to  the  United  States  a  considerable  balance 
on  custom-house  bonds,  for  which  tuey  and  their 
surety  are  now  fmprisoned;  and  prayine  relief, 
for  reasons  stated  tnerein  at  large;  and  the  peti- 
tion was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Gov- 
ernment tor  the  year  1612,"  together  with  the 
amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select  com- 
mittee ;  and  having  agreed  in  part  to  the  amend- 
ments, the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the  House 
amended  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  thhi  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  aet  for  the  relief  of 
the  Board  of  Commrissioners  west  of  Pearl  river." 
And  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Crawford,  it  was  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon;  and  Messrs.  Crawford,  Gr£oo,  and 
WoRTHiNGTON,  wcre  appointed  the  committee. 


riiory,  east  of  the  district  of  Kastcaskia,iod  tod 
tach  certain  public  lands  to  the  district  of  Jeffej 
sonville;"  and  it  was  ordered  to  a  third  retdisj 

Mr.  Oilman,  from  the  committee,  reported  tij 
amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  makiDi 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  Goveromeotfi)! 
the  year  1812,"  correctly  engrossed. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Ahoersom,  that  the  billh 
recommitted  to  a  select  committee,  for  the  pu 
pose  of  inserting  an  ame/idment  to  eotiite  m 
clerks  in  the  Navy  Department  to  receive  6Aeei 
per  centum  in  addition  to  their  salaries  ase$al 
lished  by  latv — on  motion  by  Mr.  Smith,  of Marf 
land,  the  further  considefation  thereof  wasposi 
poned  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Llotd  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  I 
should  ask  leave  to  briog  in  a  bill  to  alter  tj^ 
times  of  holding  the  circuit  courts  of  the  in 
circuit. 


Monday,  February  17. 

Mr.  Reed,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  supplementary 
to  'An  act  to  raise,  for  a  limited  time,  an  addi- 
tional military  force,'  passed  on  the  12th  day  of 
April,  1808,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Comnaittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  oonaideratfon  of  the  bill,  entitled*  *<An 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1812;" 
and  It  was  ordered  to  the  third  readioj^.    < 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
aet  maktnff  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Military  Esiablishment  of  the  United  States  for 
the  year  1812 ;"  and  it  was  ordered  u>  the  tbird 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Compiittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  <<An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Captain  Selah  Benton ;"  and  it  was  ordered  to 
the  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
.Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  establish  a  land  district  in  the  IJIiftois  Ter- 


T4iesDAY,  February  1^.  i 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tb 
Whole,  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  supplemenut 
to  *An  aet  to  raise,  for  a  limited  time,  an  add 
tional  force,'  passed  on  the  12th  day  of  Apr! 
1808,"  and  it  was  ordered  to  the  third  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ci| 
tain  Selah  Benton,"  was  read  the  third  time  an 
passed. 

^  The  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  making  approptii 
tioos  for  the  support  of  the  Navy  oi  the  (Joitc 
States  for  the  year  1812,"  was  read  the  third  tiia 
and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  making  appropra 
tions  for  the  support  of  the  Military  Establisbmei 
of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1812,"  wasrn 
the  third  time. 

The  bill  entitled  ^'An  act  to  establish  a  ii^ 
district  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  east  of  the  dij 
trict  of  Kaskaskia,  and  to  attach  certain  pm 
lands  to  the  district  of  JefiersonYiile,"  was  rea 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  ih 
bill,  entitled  '^An  act  making  appropriations  fc 
the  support  of  Gk)Ternment  tor  the  year  1812." 

On  notion,  by  Mr.  AnDERSoir,  to  ameod  th 
bill,  b)[  noanimooa  consent,  bv  steikiag  out  tli 
following  words,  lines  129  ana  130  of  the  priott 
bill,  *<  eight  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighijf-tft 
for  the  purpose  of  inserting,  in  lieu  thereof;  ^  did 
thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty:"  it  wasot 
jeeteil  to  as  against  the  rule. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Andbrson,  the  bill  wasn 
committed  to  a  select  committee,  further  to  coo 
sider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  AifOfisso} 
QoonntCB,  and  Tait,  were  appointed  the  com 
mittee* 

Mr.  An nERSon,  from  the  committee  last  men 
tioned,  reported  the  bill  amended. 

Mr.  Llotd  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  briofi' 
a  bill  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the  oircaitcoori 
of  the  first  circuit,and  the  bill  was  read;  and,b! 
unanimous  consent  the  second  time ;  and  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  repor 
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lereoo;  and  Menrs.  Llot»,  CoTTB,'Mid  Hu«- 
BB,  were  appointed  the  eo  mmittee. 


Wednesday,  February  19. 

The  biU,  entitled. "An  act  suppleaientary  to  ^Ao 
ittoraike,  for  aliaiited  timeiantdditional  mill- 
try  force/  pa$6ed  oo  the  12ih  day  of  April,  1808/' 
w  read  the  third  time,  and  passed.  , 
The  Senate  resumed,' as  in  Committee  of  the. 
Fbole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An 
SI  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Gov- 
rnmeot  lor  the  year  1812/'  together  with  the 
pendment  reported  thereto  by  ^«  select  com- 
iiuee,aDd  the  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and 
irtber  amendments  were  proposed.  Whereupon, 
B  inoiioo,  by  Mr.  T ait,  the  further  coasidecatioo 
f  the  bill  was  postponed  until  to-morrow* 
A  message  from  the  House  of  RepreseiUati?es 
i/ormed  the  Senate  thatihe  Hoitae  have  pa^tsed 
bill, entitled  ^^Ao  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary 
fibe  Treasury^  under  the  direction  of  the  Presi- 
nt  of  the  United  States^  to  purchase  of  Wins- 
m  Lewis  bis  patent  right  to  the  n^w  and  im- 
rcved  method  of  lighting  light-houses,  and  for 
(her  purposes ;"  in  which  ihey  request  the  con- 
Drreoce  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed  to 
ie  second  reading* 

Mr.  WoaTHiNOTON,  from  the  committ^  ap- 
oiDted  to  inquire  if  any^  and  what^  further  pru- 
isions  or  alterations  ace  necessary  in  the  laws  of 
k  United  States  for  the  sale  of  public  lands,  re- 
oried  a  bill  making  further  provision  for  the  sale 
f  public  lands ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  together 
rith  a  report  made  by  Mr.  Worthington  on  behalf 
fthecommitteei  oa  the  subject-matter  of  the  said 
ill.  The  bill  was  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 
Mr.  Reed,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
eferred  the  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act  to  authorize  a 
btscbment  from  the  mMitia  of  the  United  States/' 
eported  it  amended. 


are  left  to  penury  aiul  want,  and  praying  that  in 
consideration  of  Revolutionary  services  of  her 
late  husband.  Congress  will  grant  her  relief;  and 
the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by 
bill  or  Otherwise ;  and  Messrs.  Llotd,  Braolet, 
and  Crawford,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the  time  of  holding; 
the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States  at  Knox«' 
viile,  in  the  district  of  East  Tennessee,  in  the 
State  of  Tennessee,"  in  which  they  request  the 
cobcurreoee  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  broaght  up  for  concurrence  was 
read,  and  paased  to  the  second  reading;. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whol^,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  makiii|f  appropri - 
afioBs  for  the  supporl  of  Government  ior  the  year 
1812 ;"  and  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House  aDaended.    . 

On  the  questioa,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

Mr.  Lloyd, irom  the  committee. to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  in  addition  to  the  Military  £s- 
ublishmenc  of  the  United  States,  reported  it 
amended. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bradi^t,  it  was  agreed 
that  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  a  de- 
tachment from  the  militia,  of  the  United  States,*^ 
be  postponed  to,  and  be  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for,  to-morrow. 


TntTRSDAT,  February  20. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  Sec- 
etary  of  the  Treasury,  under  the  direction  of  the 
^Ksideot  of  the  United  States,  to  purchase  of 
Kfittslow  Lewis  hia  piatent  ri^ht  to  the  new  and 
Qproved  method  of  lighting  hght-housea,  and  for 
nber  porposes,"  waa  read  the  aecond  time,  and 
tferred  to  a  select  co.mmi4tee,.to  consider  and 
t^rt  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Li.orD,  Andbrson, 
tod  HowBLL,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Pope  presented  the  petition  of  Letris  Gkz 
)'Coa8ier  v>d  others,  praying  the  interposition 
^  Government  for  their  encouragement  in  the 
^altivation  of  the  vine,  as  .is  stated  at  large  in  the 
IKtitioQ ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
conunittee.  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill 
or  otherwise;  and  Mess^.  Popb,  T  ait,  and  Greog. 
*tre  appointed  ihecommii^ee. 

Mr.  Lloto  presented  the  petition  of  Mary 
Nicholson,  widow  of  the  late  Commodore  Sam- 
^sl  Nicholson,  stating  that,  by  the  death  of  her 
I,  she,  together  with  her  two  daughters, 


Friday,  February  21. 

The  Prbsident  communicated  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  for  the  Departmeni  of  War,  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  fifth  section  of  an  act,  entitled  *^An  act 
to  provide  for  the  erecting  and  repairing  of  arsen- 
als and  magazines,  and  for  other  purposes  f"  and 
the  report  was  read. 

The  bill  making  further  provision  for  the  sale 
of  public  lands  was  read  the.  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  to  alter  the  time  of 
holding  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States  at 
Knozville,  in  the  district  of  East  Tennessee,  in 
the  State  of  Tennessee,''  was  read  the  second 
time^  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Campbell 
of  Tennessee,  Bibb,  and  Wortbinoton,  were  ap* 
pointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  GiLMAN,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
amendments  to  the  bill,,  entitled  ^An  act  making 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  Government  fpr 
the  year  1812,"  porrectly  engrossed ;  and  the  bill 
was  read  the  third  time  as  amended,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Gtleb,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  Concerning  the 
Nav^  Bstablishment,''  reported  it  with  amend- 
ments, together  with  sundry  documents  explana- 
tory of  the  amendments-;  and,  on  motion,  the 
further  cdostderatioo  thereof  was  postponed  to, 
aird  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Wednesday 
next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
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Whole,  the  bill  in  additton  to  tbeMiktarf  Bstab^ 
lisbai^Dt  of  the  United  States,  rogetber  witb  tbe 
amendoieats  reported  thereto  by  ihe  select  com- 
mittee ;  aDd,  bafiog  agreed  to  tbe  amendments, 
the  President  reported  the  bill  to  tbe  Honae  ae- 
cordingly.  > 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  eiigrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  1  it  was  deler- 
mioed  in  the  affirmative. 
'  A  message  from  ^e  House  of  Represeatatires 
informed  the  Senate  that  tbe  Honee  bare  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  *^  An  act  concerning  the  lery  coart 
of  the  county  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia ;"  a  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  giving  far- 
ther time  for  registering  clatms  to  land  in  tbe 
western  district  of  tbe  Territory  of  Orleans;" 
also,  a  bill,  entitled  "^  An  act  supplementary  to 
'An  act  making  proviston  for  arming  and  eqaip- 
ping  the  whole  body  of  the  militia  of  the  United 
States;"  in  which  bills  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  .Senate.  They  also  eoncor  in  tbe 
bill,  entitled  <'  An  aot  for  tbe  relief  of  Tfaoonis 
O'Bannon." 

The  three  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrenee 
were  read,  and  passed  to  the  seeond  reading. 

The  Sunate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  authorise  a 
detachment  from  tbe  militia  of  the  United  States," 
together  with  the  amendments  reported  thereto 
by  the  select  committee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Braoust,  to  strike  out  tbe 
first  section  oif  the  bill^  it  was  agreed  that  tbe  fur- 
ther consideration  of  tbe  bill  be  postponed  to^  and 
be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for.  Monday  next. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Llotd,  tne  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  3d  instant,  contain- 
ing the  name,  nink,  pay*  and  rations,  of  each 
commissioned  officer  and  midshipman  belonging 
to  the  Navy  of  tbe  United  States,  respectively,  be 
referred  to  a  select  eommittee,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon. 

Messrs.  LLroyo,  Crawfobd,  and  Brablbt,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 


Monday,  February  24. 

Mr.  GiiJiAN,  from  the  conunittee,  reported  tbe 
bill  in  addition  to  the  Military  Establishment  of 
the  United  States  correctly  engrossed ;  and  the 
bill  was  read  the  third  time, and  was  amended  by 
unanimous  consent,  aad  passed. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  tbe 
title  thereof  was  amended  as  follows :  "  An  act 
to  establish  a  quartermaster's  department,  and  for 
other  purposes." 

Tbe  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  concerning  tbe  levy 
court  of  tbe  county  of  Washington,  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,"  was  read  the  seeond  time,  and 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon ;  and  Messrs.  BaAOLEy,  Bayard,  aad 
Brent,  were  appointed  tbe  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  giving  further  time 
for  registering  claims  to  land  in  the  Western  dis- 
trict of  tbe  Territory  of  Orleans,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  aselect  committee,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  ^.and  Messrs.  Wortbt 


inaroM,  Braolst,  and  Orrog,  were  appohited  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  committee  to  whoa 
was  referred  the  petition  of  the  President  and  Di- 
reetors  of  tbe  Washington  Canal  Compaorrei 
ported  a  bill  to  carry  into  efl^ect  an  act  <A  i^ 
legislattnreof  the  8tat<e  of  Maryland ;  and  the 
was  read,  aod  passed  to  the  seeond  reading. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  from  tbe  committee  to  whom 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  aathori 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  under  tbe  diree- 
tion  of  tbe  President  of  tbe  United  States,  toptf 
chase  of  Winsiow  Lewis  his  patent  rteht  to  tlM 
new  and  improved  method  of  lighting  light-how 
es,  and  for  other  purposes,**  reported  it  ameodedl 

Mr.  Bayaro,  from  the  committee  to  whom  va 
referred  the  bill  establishing  a  land  office,  reponei 
it  amended. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represensatirtj 
informed  the  Senate  that  tne  fioose  have  ptssc^ 
a  bill,  entitled,  **  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Tn» 
tees  of  the  CSeorsetown  Lancaster  School  Soeia 
ty  ;^  a  bill,  entitled  ''  An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  tn 
omcen  and  soldiers  who  served  in  the  late  can 
paign  OB  the  Wabash  f*  also,  a  bill,  entitled "  Al 
act  stipplenaentary  to  *  Ad  act  providing  for  in 
accommodation  of  tbe  Qeneral  Post  Office  as 
Patent  Office,  and  for  other  purposes  f  in  wbic 
bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  SeotteJ 

The  three  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrency 
were  read,  and  passed  to  tbe  second  reading. 

.  The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  supplemenitrf  d 
'  Aa  act  making  provision  for  arming  and  eqaid 

ging  tbe  whole  body  of  the  militia  of  the  Uoitd 
itates,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  i 
a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  five  members,  t 
consider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Fori 
Bayard,  Greoo,  Lloyd,  and  Bradley,  were  a 
pointed  the  committee. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  t! 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  authorize 
detachment  from  the  militia  of  tbe  United  States, 
together  with  the  amet>dments  reported  tberet 
by  tbe  select  committee,  and  the  motion  to  sirik 
out  the  first  section.  And,  after  debate,  the  Sei 
ate  adjourned. 


ToEBOAY,  February  25. 

The  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  to  tneoi^porate  tl 
Trasteos  of  the  Qeorgetown  Laneaiiter  Sch 
Society ."waa  read  the  seeond  time,  and  refe 
lo  a  select  oomatttee,  to  consider  and  re 
thereon;  and  Messrs.  HdaacY,  Bayard,  an 
Hdntbr,  were  appointed  the  oommitte<*. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  supplementary 
*An  act  providing  for  the  accommodation  on 
Oeneral  Post  Office  and  Patent  "Office,  and  A 
other  purposes,''  was  read  tbe  second  time,  aoj 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  so 
report  theicon;  and  Messrs*  BaADLrv,  Gre(M 
and  Howell,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  th 
officers  and  soldiers  who  served  in  the  late  caai 
[Mign  on  tbe  Wabash,"  was  read  the  secool 
time,  and  referred  to  a  select  coQuyiittee,  to  coo 
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kr  aod  report  ihereoD ;  aod  Measrik  Pops,  An- 
:rsoN}  and  Bibb,  were  appointed  the  eom- 

The  bill  to  carry  foto  effect  an  act  of  the  Le- 
(Uture  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  was  read  the 
eond  time,  and  the  farther  consideration  there* 
postponed  to,  and  madetbe.  order  of  the  day 
r.  Friday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Gommittee  of  the 
flioie,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  a 
rtaehmeot  from  the  militia  of  the  Uirited  State:^," 
piber  with  the  amendments  reported  thereto 
'  the  select  committee;  and,  after  debate,  on 
otioQ,  by  Mr.  Bradley,  the  bill  was  tecom- 
hted  to  a  select  -  committee,  to  consist  of  fl^e 
embers,  furtber  to  consider  aod  report  thereon ; 
id  Messts.  Bbadlet,  Pope.  Crawford,  Rbed, 
id  Vabhum,  were  appointeo  the  committee. 
A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatires 
(formed  the  Senate  that  the  House  hare  passed 
bjli,  entitled  '*An  act  autborizinjr  a  loan  for  a 
iQoot  exceeding  eleven  trillions  of  dollars." 
bey  hare  also  passed  a  joint  resolution  respect- 
i  the  arts  and  manufactures  of  the  United 
lates;  la  which  bill  and  resolution  they  request 
e  coDcurrence  of  tbe  Senate. 
The  bill  and  resoluiiea  were  read,  and  passed 
tbe  second  reading. 


MTBDHBaDAY,  February  26, 

The  joint  resolution  respecting  tbe  arts  and 
iBufaetares  of  the  United  States  was  read  the 
eood  time,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee; 

consider  aod  report  thereon;  and  Messrs. 
ICG6,  Crawtobd,  and  Llotd,  were  appointed 
e  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  a  loan 
ruQm  not  exceeding  elcYen  millions  of  dol- 
nr  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
ttlfci  committee,  to  consider  and  report  tbere- 
ii  aod  Messrs.  Lloyd,  Crawford,  and  Tait, 
ere  appointed  the  committee.- 
Hr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  presented  tbe  petition 

Samuel  Brown,  formeri/  of  Massacnusetts, 
A  now  of  Ohio,  stating  that,  whilst  in  the  ser- 
ee  of  the  United  States,  in  the  Revolutionary 
Kr,  he  was  taken  prisoner  by  tbe  British  at 
^bec;  that  h«  hath  not  received  any  pay  or 
iiioDs  for  tbe  time  be  was  so  in  captivity,  and 
«t  his  claim  therefor  is  now  barred  by  the 
BiQte  of  limitation;  and  praying  relief.  And 
^  petition  was  read. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committae  of  the 
(bole,  the  bill  eaublfshing  a  land  office,  together 
v^  ibe  amendments  reported  thereto  by  tbe 
Kct  committee;  and,  having  agreed  to  tbe 
■eodineots,  the  President  reported  the  bill  to 
*  House  accordingly. 

On  tbe  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
^  read  a  third  time  as  amended  t  it  was  deter* 
««jd  iQ  the  affirmative. 

Tiie  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 

^iiole,the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  authorize  the 

wury  of  tbe  Treasury,  under  tbe  direction  of 

"President  of  the  United  States,  to  pnrthase 

^8th  Con.  1st  Sxss.'-5 


of  Winslow  Lewis  his  patent  right  to  tbe  new 
and  improved  method  of  liebting  light-houses, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  togerher  with  the  amend- 
ments reported  thereto  by  tbe  sel^t  committee; 
and,  having  agreed  to  the  amendments,  tbe  Presi- 
dent reported  the  bill  to  tbe  House  accordingljr. 

On  tbe  question*  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended?  it  was  determined  in  tbe  af- 
firmative* 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Worth  i  not  on,  tbe  con- 
sideration of  the  bill,  making  further  provision 
for  the  sale  of  public  lands,  was  made  tbe  order 
of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Bibb,  from  tbe  committee  appointed  on 
the  subject,  reported  a  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Thomas 
and  William  Stresbly;  and  tbe  btU  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Thursday,  February  27. 

Mr.*BRADLBY,  from  tbe  oommittee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supple- 
mentary to  *Ao  act  providing  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  General  Post  Office  and  Patent 
Office,  and  for  other  purposes,'^  reported  it  with' 
out  amendment,  and  tbe  bill  was  ordered  to  the 
third  reading. 

Mr.  Pope,  from  tbe  committee  to  whodn  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  benefit 
of  Christopher  Milter,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment; and  tbe  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Th^  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  and  William 
Stresbly  was  read  tbe  second  time,  and  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  postponed  to,  and  made 
tbe  order  of  the  day  for.  Monday  next. 

A  message  from  tbe  tiouse  ol  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  joint  resolution  authorizing  tbe  President  of 
tbe  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, for  the  time  being,  to  grant  the  use 
of  the  books  of  the  library  of  Congress  to  tbe 
Judges  of  tbe  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States; 
in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  tbe 
Senate. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  the  joint  resolution 
last  mentioned  was  read  three  times  by  unani- 
mous consent ;  and  was  then  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Pope,  from  tbe  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  representatives  of  Samuel  Lapsley,  de- 
ceased ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading* 

Mr.  Oilman,  from  the  committee,  reported  tbe 
amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  au- 
thorize tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  under  tbe 
direction  of  the  President  of  tbe  United  States, 
to  purchase  pf  Winslow  Lewis  bis  patent  ri^bt 
to  tbe  new  and  improved  method  of  lighting 
light-houses,  and  for  other  purposes,"  correctly 
engrossed ;  and  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time 
as  amended,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Oilman,  from  the  committee,  also  reported 
the  bill  establiRhinff  a  land  office  correctly  en- 
grossed ;  and  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time. 
,  Besolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  tbe  title 
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thereof  he  ^^  An  act  for  the  establishment  of  t 
Geoeral  Land  Office  in  the  Departmeot  of  the 
Treasury.** 

INCREASE  OF  THE  NAVY. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wliole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^*  An 
act  concerning;  the  Naval  Establishment,"  togfe- 
ther  with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by 
the  select  commfttee. 

Mr.  Lloyd. — Mr.  President,  the  amendments 
proposed  by  the  committee  to  whom  this  bill  has 
neen  referred,  havin*^  been  gone  through  with,  I 
DOW  beg  leave  to  offer  a  new  one,  by  aa  additional 
section,  to  the  following  effect: 

"Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Pierident  of  the 
United  Ststes  be,  and  he  hereby  it,  authorized  to  cauve 
to  be  built  as  tipeedilj  aa  may  be,  on  theinoat  approved 

model, -frigates,  hot  exceeding  thxr^-aiz  guns  each ; 

and  that  a  sum  not  exceeding dollars  be,  and  the 

•ame  is  hereby  appropriated  for  building  the  eatd  fng^ 
ates,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otheiwiM 
appropriated.** 

It  is  my  intention,  sir,  to  move  for  twenty  new 
frigates ;  but  the  number  I  have  left  blank,  in  or- 
der, should  the  Senate  be  favorably  disposed  to 
an  increase  of  the  Navy,  and  disagree  with  me 
as  to  the  degree  of  that  increase,  they  might  reg- 
ulate the  number  at  their  pleasure. 

Sir,  I  have  been  induced  to  offer  this  amend* 
men t  from  an  impulse  of  duty  towards  my  more 
immediate  constituents,  and  also  from  a  sense  of 
the  obligation  imposed  upon  me,  however  feebly 
I  may  be  able  to  respond  to  it,  in  the  honorable 
station  in  which  I  am  placed,  to  endeavor  to  the 
extent  of  my  ability  to  support  the  digoity,  pro- 
tect the  rights,  and  advance  the  best  interests  of 
the  United  States.  Sir,  I  trost  the  amehdmeut 
under  consideration,  if  adopted,  would  have  a  re- 
lation, and  a  favorable  relation,  to  all  these  ob- 
jects. 

If  it  be  not  the  determination  of  the  Qovern- 
ment  to  engage  in  an  open,  actual,  efficient  war; 
to  place  the  nation  in  such  a  complete  state  of 
preparation  as  may  avert  war,  from  our  state  of 
readiness  to  meet  it ;  then  the  measures  of  the 

S resent  session,  those  of  filling  up  the  existing 
lilitary  Establishment,  and  thereby  adding  to  it 
between  six  and  seven  thousand  men,  that  of  en- 
listing a  standing  army  of  twenty-five  thousand 
men  to  serve  for  five  years,  unless  sooner  dis« 
charged— of  providing  for  the  employment  of 
fifty  thousand  volunteers,  and  of  holding  in  read- 
iness one  hundred  thousand  of  the  militia,  would 
be  not  only  inexcusable,  but  nearly  treasonable; 
as  they  would  in  such  case,  without  any  adequate 
object,  impose  severe  and  heavy  burdens  upon 
the  peonle  of  the  United  Stales,  from  which  years 
of  the  highest  degree  of  prosperity  would  not 
relieve  them.  But,  sir,  I  am  bound  to  believe, 
that,  unless  redress  be  obtained,  it  is  the  determi- 
nation of  the  Qovernmeot  of  the  United  States 
to  enter  into  an  actual,  vigorous,  real  war,  or  at 
any  rate  to  put  the  nation  into  a  perfect  state  of 
readiness  to  commence  it,  should  it  be  necessary ; 
and  in  either  of  these  cases,  an  efficient  naval 


foree  i^  as  indiapansafale,  nay  much  more  niis 
peosable,  than  a  land  force. 

A  few  days  6ince  there  was  exhibited  to  the  S«6 
ate  an  acooont  of  sales  of  three  hundred  aadeiglrt] 
hogsheads  of  tobaceo  and  a  parcel  of  cotton,  receDtl] 
disposed  of  in  the  dominions  of  his  Majestj  ib 
Emperor  of  France,  who  professes  so  much  iffse 
tion  for  the  United  States,  from  which  itappesrd 
that  the  tobacco,  which  cost  with  the  cbarge 
near  420/)00,  was  not  only  totally  sunk  to  the  d 
venturers,  btM  involved  them  in  anadditioDsll« 
for  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  near  ooe  tkoa 
sand  dollars  more — of  the  cotton,  fifteen  rixteail 
parts  were  also  sunk.  Nor  did  this  arise  rroai 
bad  state  of  markets,  the  hazard  of  which  ma 
chants  must  always  take,  for  the  markets  wvr 
unprecedeatly  high.  The  tobacco,  which  cosii 
have  been  bought  in  the  United  States  froa2J 
to  5  dollars  per  cwt.  sold  at  twenty  dollars— ai 
the  cotton,  which  could  have  been  pcrcbasei 
at  ten  cents,  sold  at  fifty  cents  the  pound.  Tk 
loss  aroee  aolely  from  the  p«rfidy  and  rapacAj 
of  ihe  French  Government,  in  seizing  upoo  tl 
greater  part  of  both  the  adventures,  under  a  pn 
tence  for  the  payment  of  duties,  which  ii  siiii 
€Ui  libitum  as  buits  either  its  avarice  or  capriii 
or  promulgates  or  withholds  as  best  answenil 
purposes. 

Sir,  you  will  remark  that  these  accounts  of «! 
bear  date  July  15,  only  eight  daysT  antecedeoM 
the  information  comtnonicated  to  the  Amerid 
'  Gkurerament  by  Mr.  Serrurier,  in  his  letter  to  W 
Monroe  of  Jaly  23, 1811,  in  which  he  states,  tbj 
^  the  titroduction  of  tobacco  is  not  prohibitedl 
^  France — it  forms  the  first  object  of  culture  i 
'  some  of  the  States  of  the  Union,  and  His  Maje^ 
'  having,  an  equal  interest  in  the  prosperity  of  a 
^  desires  that  the  relations  of  comaaerce  should  I 
^  common  to  ail  parts  of  the  Federal  terriior^ 
Yes,  sir,  this  is  indispiitably  the  sort  of  isteii 
which  His  Majesty  is  pleased  to  take  in  the  co« 
merce  of  the  United  States,  and  this  the  sort! 
benefit,  which  he,  without  doubt,  would  deltfhtj 
render  common  to  all  parts  of  the  Federal  ten 
tory. 

This  information  was  given  in  too  authemie 
shape  to  admit  of  its  being  qnaali^ned ;  it  eaa 
from  oneof  the  most  respectable  mercantile  hoo^ 
in  the  country,  composed  of  Ftdaralbia^*  and  « 
made  known  to  you  bv  an  honorable  oiemberl 
the  Senate  from  Maryland.  (Mr.  Smith,)  of  op| 
site  politics,  and  who  haa  long  in  some  sort  bti 
considered  or  respected  as  the  com  marc  ial  organ 
'this  House,  ifnot  of  the  Government.  Wheni 
facta  were  stated,  the  colleague  of  the  genti 
(Mr.  Rebo.)  with  the  manly  frankness  of  a  soi 
of  a  man  Wck),  in  the  times  which  tried  men's 
devoted  himself  both  soul  and  body  to  the  ser 
of  his  country — who  entered  your  Army  at 
commencement,  and  continued  in  it  to  the  u 
nation  of  the  Revolationary  war,  with  great 
fulness  to  the  public  and  reputation  lo  hian 
with  that  integrity  which  characterizes  him, 
giving  vent  to  the  honest  indignation  of  his  h< 
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a  a  pbillipie  agaJnst  the  Emperor  of  France, 
rhieh  I  shall  not  repeat,  but  which  was  as  Well 
laced  as  it  was  justly  merited ;  he  asked,  ^'  if  this 
ras  to  be  the  state  of  your  commerce  after  a  war 
riih  Great  Britaio,  what  ia  the  name  of  Qod 
rere  you  going  to  war  for  V*  His  colleague  (Mr. 
iMJTB)  rose  immediately  and  said,  this  was  not 
0  be  a  war  for  commerce ;  it  would  be  absurd  to 
oppose  the  oation  was  now  going  to  war  for  com- 
Qerce— commerce  had  been  abandoned  long  ago, 
be  trade  to  France  was  worth  nothing;  and  if 
be  Orders  in  Council  were  off  to-morrow,  if  the 
ime  system  continued,  the  trade  to  France  would 
e  worth  nothing.  This  'Was  to  be  a  war  for 
0Dor— we  are  now  |^eing  to  fight  for  our  honor! 
Yes,  sir,  iNin  of  this  is  too  true,  coiiimeree  has 
leeD  abandoned,  commerce  has  been  made  the 
cape-goat,  on  whose  back  have  beeo^  piled  all  the 
crudities  and  follies  of  mistaken  theory  and  vision* 
iry  speculation,  and  thus  laden,  she  has  been  sani 
idriftioto  the  wilderness  to  be  lacerated  by  erery 
triaror  bramble,  that  cdntd  rob  her  of  her  ctet, 
V  plant  a  thorn  id  her  carcass.  No  country  oa 
irth,  io  the  same  period  of  lime,  and  under  siua- 
iar  circumsunces,  ever  reaped  one  half  the  bene* 
ite  from  commerce  which  have  been  experienced 
r  tbe  United'  States. .  Without  adverting  to 
M  effect  it  has  had  on  the  extension  and  embd* 
ihrneot  of  your  populous  cities-^wilhout  ad- 
tertiog  to  the  encouragement  it  has  offered  to 
|DQr  agrieultuve  and  to  the  aettlemenl  of  yoor 
inlderness.  which  has  been  made  to  blossom 
ike  ibe  rose,  and  in  all  which  it  has  been  in  a 
iigb  degree  instrumental — look  at  the  records  of 
be  Treasury,  and  you  will  there  see^  that  com'- 
berce  has  put  into  your  public  coffers,  during,  the 
nort  period  that  has  intervened  sinde  the  adop- 
ion  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  two  hundred 
Billions  of  dollars — a  sum  nearly  three  times  a^t 
^t  as  tbe  national  debt  of  the  United  States, 
Reprice  of  your  independencies  it  was  funded 
tt  the  commencement  of  the  Federal  Government. 
^ir,  tbis  is  what  commerce  has  done  for  you—' 
vbat  have  you  done  for  commerce  ? 
Id  tbe  year  1793,  when  Great  Britain  depreda- 
ted upon  your  commerce,  you  had  a  man  at  the. 
head  of  your  Grovernment  who  fought  no  battles 
>iib  paper  resolutions,,  nor  attempted  to  wage 
wai  with  commercial  restrictions,  although  they 
*ere  tben  pressed  tipon  him.  He  caused  it  to  be 
tectly  and  with  firmness  mad^  known  to  Great 
Britain,  that  if  she  did  not  both  cease  to  violate 
*Qr  rights,  and  make  us  reparation  for  the  wrongs 
te  bad  sustained — that  young  and  feeble  as  we 
uten  were,  just  in  the  gristle,  and  stepping  from 
^«  cradle  of  infancy,  we  would  try  the  tug  of 
^T  with  her.  What  was  the  consequence  7  Her 
<i«predatioas  were  stopped — we  made  a  treaty 
^^  ber,  onder  which  we  enjoyed  a  high  degree 
^  prosperity.  Our  claims  were  fairly  beard, 
^vtably  adjudged,  and  the  awilrds  were  honora- 
l^^yaad  punctually  paid'  to  the  sufferers.  In  tbis 
UsUoce  yon  did  something  for  commerce. 

Next  came  the  war  with  Tripoli— the  Barbary 
oUies  preyed  upon  our  commerce — you  deter- 
Q^^Aed  toresist,and  despatched  a  small  squadron  to 


the  Mediterranean ;  this  ought  to  have  bsjen  con- 
sidered as  the  germ  of  your  future  maritime  great- 
ness :  the  good  conduct  and  bravery  of  that  squad* 
ron,  atad  the  self-immolation  of  some  of  its  offi* 
cers,  spread  the  renown  of  your  naval  prowess  to 
all  Quarters  of  tbe  civilized  globe.  What  did  you 
in  this  instance?  At  the  moment  when  victory 
had  perched  upon  your  standard — when  you 
might  have  exhibited  the  interestioff  spectacle  of 
the  infant  Government  of  the  United  States  hold- 
ing in  subjugation  one  of  the  Powers  of  Barbarr, 
to  whom  all  Europe  had  been  subservient — at  thur 
moment,  when  conquest  was  completely  within' 
your  grasp— ^ivil  agency  stepped  in— the  laurel 
was  torn  from  the  brow  of  as  gallant  a  chieftain 
as  ever  graced  the  plains  of  PaUstine,  and  we  ig- 
nominioosly  consented^to  pay  a  tribute,  where  we 
might  have  imposed  one. 

Then  came  the  Louisiana  convention;  in  which, 
after  purchasing  a  disputed  title  to  a  Territory, 
and  paying  doublef  what  any  other  nation  would 
have  given  for  it,  we  were  permitted  by  France 
to  put  our  hands  in  our  pockets  and  takeout  three 
millions  of  dollars  more  to  pay  to  our  own  citi- 
zens their  claims  for  property  which  she  had 
Slundered  from  them.  How  was  this  conducted? 
iuch  in  the  same  sort  of  spirit  in  which  it  was 
begun.  Those  of  the  claimants  who  were  on  the 
spot,  or  who  had  efficient  agents  there,  who  well 
understood  the  avenue  to  the  back  stairs;  who 
could  delude  others,  and  purchase  for  a  song 
claims  they  were  sure  of  having  allowed ;  who 
could  iatrigue  well,  bribe  well,  and  swear  well, 
got  fortunes;  while  the  honest  unsuspecting  mer- 
chant, confiding  in  the  correctness  of  his  claim, 
and  the  integrity  of  his  own  conduct,  got  noth- 
ing ;  and,  very  probably,  some  of  the  latter  may 
now  be  seen  wandering  as  beggars  through  the 
streets  of  your  populous  cities,  the  pavement  of 
which  is  made  to  echo,  by  the  rattling  of  the 
chariot  wheels  of  those  who  have  defrauded  them. 
AAer  this,  you  bad  the  Berlin  decree,  the  Or- 
ders in  Council,  the  Milan  decree,  the  Rambouii- 
let  decree,  the  depredations  of  Spain,  the  robbe* 
ries  even  of  the  renegado  black  chief  of  St.  Do- 
mingo,' and  the  unprovoked  and  still  continued 
plunder  of  Denmark,a  nation  of  ptirates  from  their 
origin.  What  cause  of  complaint  has  Denmark, 
or  ever  had  Denmark,  against  us?  Her  most 
fond  and  specolative  niaririnie  pretensions  we 
have  willingly  espoused,  and  yet  she  continues 
daily  -to  capture  add  condemn  onr  vessels  and 
cargoes,  and  contemptuously  tells  us,  that  the 
Qovemment  of  the  United  States  is  too  wise  to 
go  to  war  for  a-  few  merchant  ships.  And  this 
we  bear  from  a  people  as  inferior  to  the  United 
States  in  all  the  attributes  of  national  power  or 
greatness,  as  I  am  inferior  to  Her(;ules.  Yes,  sir, 
commerce  has  been  abandoned,  else  i^hy  prohibit 
your  merchants  from  bringing  tbe  property,  to  a 
large  amount,  which  they  have  fairly  purchased 
and  paid  for,  into  the  ports  of  our  country,  else 
why,  by  this  exclusion,  perform  the  double  ope* 
ration  of  adding  to  the  resources  of  the  enemy 
you  are  going  to  war  with  and  impoverishing 
your  own  citizens. 
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Yes,  sir,  the  gentlemaD  from  Maryland  is  right, 
but  he  has  no  especial  reason  of  complaint ;  from 
his  situation  and  standing,  he  sboold  naturally 
hare  been  the  guardian  and  protector  of  com- 
merce in  this  House;  he  should  ha^e  raised  his 
powerful  voice  in  her  faror;  he  should  have 
opened  his  arms  for  her  protection.  He  did  raise 
his  voice,  but  for  merely  her  extinction,  not  for 
her  encouragement ;  he  did  open  his  arms,  but 
he  gave  her  the  clasp  of  death,  not  that  of  pro- 
tection. The  embargo,  the  eaforcipg  act,  the 
non-intercoiirse  act,  the  non-importation  aot,  and 
all  that  ill-omened  brood  of  measures,  number 
that  gentleman  among  their  patrons  and  sap^ 
porters. 

Yes,  sir.  commerce  has  been  abandoned,  "  de- 
aerted  in  ner  utmost  need,  by  those  her  former 
bounty  fed."  Yes,  sir,  she  has  been  abandoned. 
She  has  been  left  ^s  a  wreck  upon  a  strand,  or  as 
a  derelict  upon  the  waters  of  the  ocean,  to  be 
burnt,  sunk,  or  plundered,  by  any  great  or  puny 
assailant  who  could  man  an  oar,  or  load  a  swivel 
for  her  annoyance. 

What  was  the  leading  object  of  the' adoption 
of  the  Federal  CoBstituuon  m  the  Northern  parts 
of  the  Union?  Most  emphatically,  it  was  for 
the  protection  of  commerce.  What  was  the  sit- 
uation of  some  branches  of  our  commefee  then  ? 
And  what  is  it  now  ?  Look  at  the  statement 
which  was  laid  upon  our  tables  about  a  fortnight 
past,  and  taken  from  the  returns  of  the  Treasury, 
what  effect  has  it  had  upon  our  fisheries,  which 
were  so  nobly  and  successfully  contended  for  by 
the  American  Commissioners  who  settled  the 
Treaty  of  1783;  which,  for.  a  time,  suspended 
that  Treaty ;  and  which,  both  the  duplicity  and 
intrigue  of  France  and  the  interest  of  England, 
atrove  to  deprive  us  of— of  our  fisheries,  which 
were  then  considered,  and  still  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered, as  a  main  sinew  of  our  strength,  and 
a  nursery  for  our  seaman  ? 

In  the  year  1791,  when  we  were  just  emerging 
from  a  chaos  of  confusion,  the  export  of  dried 
fish  was  of  the  value,  as  then  esti- 
mated, of $1,200,000 

In  the  year  1811,  it  had  diminished 

nearly  one-half,  and  was  only  -  757,000 
The  whale  fishery,  ^in  oil  and  bone,  in 

1791,  gave      -       -       -       -        -       196,480 
In  1811,  it  had  fallen  off  nearly  two- 
thirds,  and  was  only       ...        78,000 

This  is  the  state  of  our  fisheries,  which  apply 
to  the  Northern  States,  after  twenty  yearsopera- 
tioQ  of  the  Ooverument. 

Let  us  observe  now  the  export  of  vegetable 
food,  in  which  other  parts  of  the  Union  are  more 
deepiv  interested.  It  is  worthy  of  attention,  and 
I  shall  notice  a  series  of  years. 

In  1791,  the  export  of  vegetable  food 

amounted  to $4,640,000 

In  1803 14,080,000 

In  1804      -       -       -        .       •       -  12  080,684 
In  1805      -       .       -       .        -       -  11,752,000 

In  1806 1 1.050,000 

In  1807     .       ...       .       .  14,432,000 


In  1808.  the  unfortunate  embargo  year, 
whicQ  did  not  commence,  however, 
until  nearly  three  months  of  the 
custom-house  year  had  elapsed      -    2.550.000 

In  1809 8,750,000 

In  1810      ......  10,750,000 

la  1811,  the  last  year,  amid  all  our 
privations  and  embarrassments,  it 
exceeded  the  export  of  any  former 
year  since  the  first  settlement  of  the 
country,  and  amounted  up  to  twice 
the  export  of  the  preceding  year^  to  20.391/)OQ 

And,  the  present  year,  the  crops  present  a  vast- 
ly niore  abundant  harvest  than  the  country  erer 
before  produced,  with  a  glorious  market  to  carrf 
it  to,  not  afforded,  however,  by  France,  for,  of  cof 
vegetable  export,  she  takes  scarcely  any ;  bolt 
market  furnished  almost  exclusively  bv  Giot 
Britain  for  her  own  supply,  and  that  of  tnecoflo- 
tries  under  her  possession. 

Now,  if  it  has  been  shown  that,  if  the  Orden 
in  Council  were  off  to*nft>rrow,  yoo  conld  getu 
new- market  for  th«  great  staple  of  the  eoootry, 
cotton;  and  it  has  been  also  snown,  that  the  ex* 
port  of  wheat,  flour,  and  vegetable  products,  wv 
never  anything  near  so  great  ah  at  present ;  )ci| 
the  farmers  and  nlanters  of  New  Yorh,  PeDosyi^ 
vania,  Maryland,  Virginia^  and  the  Western 
States,  tell  what  uiey  are  goinff  to  war  for  ?  I 
•  Look  at  the  same  statement  for  the  situation  ot 
the  export  of  our  domestic^  manufactures : 

In  1791,  the  exportation  of  domestic  msDofac- 

tirres,  amounted  to  -       -       •        -  $600,000 

In  1811,  notwithstanding  the  restric* 

tion8,to 2,062,000 

Having  increased  more  than  three  times  siace 
seventeen  hundred  and  ninety-one,  and  giving  also 
to  the  manufacturers  a  larger  export  than  in  aof 
former  year,  in  addition  to  their  having,  in  maol 
articles,  the  entire  supply  of  the  home  market | 
thus  affording  to  the  manufacturers  a  much  greaij 
er  decree  of  encouragement  than  they  ever  befW 
experienced.  Let  the  manufacturers  of  Pbil<' 
deiphia,  and  other  parts  of  the  Union,  also  tell 
then,  what  are  they  going  to  war  for?  If  this  In 
the  situation  of  our  domestic  manufactures,  ad 
if  our  agriculture  is  in  a  high  state  of  prosperitf 
except  for  a  few  articles  which  a  war  would  doI 
improve  the  demand  for,  and  commerce  is  abait 
doned,  it  must  follow,  if  we  go  to  war,  we  mQ$f 
as  has  been  stated,  go  to  war  for  our  honor. 

Well,  sir,  this  is  a  noble  theme,  perhaps,  a  booj 
worth  contending  for;  it  is  the  fruitful  parent ol 
many  virtues;  it  is  the  germ  of  whatever  adoroi 
and  sanctifies  urbanity,  courtesy,  and  coofideocc 
in  polished  life.  The  honorable  gentleman  fro0 
Maryland,  in  the  fervor  of  his  imagination,  ^ 
stbly  may  think, 

<<  It  were  an  easy  task, 
To  plnck  bright  honor  from  the  pale-faced  moos, 
Or  dive  into  the  bottom  of  the  deep, 
Where  fathom  line  ne'er  sounded, 
And  fetch  up  drowned  honor  by  the  locks ; 
8o  he  that  brought  her  thence 
Might,  without  co-rival,  wear  all  her  dignities.*' 
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Sir,  the  feelrae,  if  it  exist,  is  creditable  to  him  ; 
bat  I  can  assure  hiiD,  if  this  be  a  contest  for  boa- 
}r,  he  will  not  alone  "  fetch  up  drowned  honor 
)j  the  locks,"  nor  **  without  co-rival,  wear  all 
lerdigotties."  In  this  contest,  ten  thoasand  gal- 
aot spirits  will  start  with  htm  in  the  race;  ten 
thousand  other  sallant  spirits  will  straggle  with 
him  for  the  goal. 

Where  the  fugitive  has  been  fbr  the  last  tweWe 
jrnrs.  I  know  not ;  but  whether  she  has  been 
driokiog  salt  and  bitter  tears  in  the  fathomless 
nres  of  ocean,  or  wandering  an  outcast,  desert- 
ed and  forlorn, among  the  wilds  beyond  the  West- 
ern mountains,  it  is  equally  our  duty  to  welcome 
berreioro;  we  should  consider  it  as  the  harbin- 
nr  of  better  times — ^as  the  morning  star  of  a  new 
Qsy— we  should  make  it  a  jubilee  for  the  nation. 
The  tutelary  genius  of  America  should  receire 
her  with  open  arms ;  should  endeavor  to  make 
her  teach  us,  in  the  high-wrought  language  of 
ooe  of  our  native  bards,  to  attempt,  once  again, 

*'  Amid  our  own  irtan. 
To  inscribe  a  nation's  name." 

And  in  a  war  for  honor,  in  the  words  of  the  same 
poet,  orer  whose  tomb  the  cypress  has  recently 
been  suspended,  should  make  us  remember,  as 
regards  more  than  one  Power,  that 

*  Bite  tobmiMioii,  ibviling  both  indignity  and  plunder, 
like  a  worm,  kill*  the  oak  that  conld  have  braved  the 
thunder." 

But,  sir.  it  is  more  especially  the  part  of  honor 
to  discriminate,  to  draw  even  nice  distinctions— 
isaiost  whom,  then,  should  commence  this  war 
(»  honor?  Most  unquestionably,  in  the  first  in- 
itaoce,  against  France.  For,  let  me  ask  yon,  sir, 
without  going  far  back,  when  General  Turreau 
wrote  bis  most  insolent  letter  to  the  American 
Gorerament,  demanding  an  interdiction  of  the 
tnde  to  St.  Domingo,  and  you  coinplied  with  it, 
where  was  your  honor?  When  France  under- 
took to  deprive  you  of  one  of  your  most  essen- 
tial rights  of  sovereignty,  and  to  declare  war  for 
/OD ;  to  state  that  you  were  at  war,  and  she  would 
aocoostder  you  ;  and  you  remained  quiet — where 
*as  your  honor  ?  When  she  told  you  that  you 
were  a  nation  without  policy,  without  spirit,  and 
without  principle;  that  you  were  inferior  to  any 
Ulenibly  of  the  colony  of  Jamaica,  and  we  still 
courted  ner — where  was  your  honor  ?  When  she 
plooders,  sinks,  burns,  and  destroys,  our  vessels 
aod  cargoes ;  when  she  manacles  and  impresses 
oar  seamen,  and  marches  them,  like  galley  slaves, 
through  her  territories,  and  we  oiuy  complain, 
that  these  are  ^*lhe  must  distressing  modes  hj 
which  belligerents  cab  exercise  force  in^ opposi- 
tion to  right" — where  is  our  honor? 

Wheo  we  submit  to  that  most  infamous  of  all 
decrees— the  Rambouillet  decree,  issued  in  May, 
^BIO,  to  take  place  from  March,  1800,  by  which 
^tirge  amount  of  American  property  was  seized, 
^  oerer  has  been  restored,  under  the  pretence 
<^  balancing  seizures  in  the  United  States  which 
^^^r  existni— where  is  our  honor  ? 

When,  after  paying  double  the  price  which  any 
^w  people  would  have  given  for  a  icrritory— 


when  we  were  convinced  of  the  fairness  of  the 
title,  and  took  possession  of  it — when  we  put  our 
doings  on  our  own  statute  book,  and  promulgated 
them  to  the  world — when  we  had  done  this,  and 
observe  a  frown  lowering  upon  the  brow  of  aa 
apostate  Bishop,  a  wanderer  from  his  country  and 
his  Qod — and  we  shrunk  from  a  possession  which 
we  still  claim — where  was  our  honor?  This  is 
the  foulest  stain  on  the  annals  of  your  history  ; 
and,  If  the  title  be  a  fair  one,  the  whole  military 
force  of  the  United  States,  If  necessary,  should 
be  put  in  requisition  to  wipe  it  away,  and  to  pos- 
sess and  defend  the  country  in  question. 

Sir,  when  Mr.  Serrurier  told  us,  in  his  letter  of 
the  23d  of  July  last,  that  His  Majesty  the  Em- 
peror of  France,  having  an  equal  Hiterest  in  all 
^  of  the  States,  desires  that  the  relations  of  com- 
merce should  be  common  to  all  parts  of  the  Fed- 
eral territory"— when  we  were  told  this  to  our 
teeth,  at  the  very  moment,  or  shortly  before, 
when  the  whole  of  New  England,  possessing  half 
the  seacoast;  and  nearly  half  the  tonnage  of  the 
United  States,  was  under  the  ban  uf  his  empire, 
under  a  bull  of  excommunication,  and  not  per* 
mitted  to  ship  to  the  valoeof  a  single  cent  of  co- 
lonial produce  to  his  empire,  while  permissions 
were  given  to  New  York,  to  Charleston,  and,  for 
aught  I  know,  to  Baltimore,  and  we  made  no 
reply,  where  was  our  honor  ? 

Sir^  I  do  not  complain  of  the  fact,  but  of  the 
delusion  with  whicn  we  are  perpetually  shuffled; 
no,  sir ;  on  the  contrary,  so  long  as  France  pur* 
sues  her  present  system  of  conduct  toward  us,  I 
want  no  intercourse  with  her ;  would  to  God,  so 
long  as  she  thus  treats  as,  there  were  a  Chinese 
wall  extending  from  the  foundations  of  the  great 
deep  to  the  third  Heavens,  all  round  her  empire, 
if  such  a  one  were  necessary,  to  cut  off  all  com- 
munication between  her  and  us,  until  she  is  bet- 
ter disposed  to  do  us  justice. 

Thus,  sir,  although  France  nnqttestionabl|r 
should  be  the  first  object  of  attack,  yet  adhering 
to  the  Republican  principle,  that  the  wilt  of  the 
majority,  legally  expressed,  must  govern,  and  the 
nation  will  not  go  to  war  with  France,  but  will 
engage  in  a  war  with  Great  Britain  ;  I  am  readf 
to  admit  that,  in  a  war  for  honor,  you  havecauio 
enough  for  war  against  Great  Britain. 

I  am  no  partisan  of  Britain  in  opposition  to  the 
interest  or  feelings  of  my  own  country.  When 
one  of  her  navy  officers  inflicted  'that  most  out- 
rageous insult  upon  us — the  attack  upon  the 
Chesapeake — there  was  not  a  man  in  the  nation 
who  would  have  been  willing  to  have  gone  fur- 
ther in  ao)rthing,  cursing  and  boasting  excepted, 
to  avenge  it,  than  myself.  Nor  did  I  ever  con- 
tend for  the  sweeping,  extended  construction  that 
was  attempted  to  be  given  to  her  principle  of 
blockade.  Both  these  points  are,  however,  now 
happily  adjusted;  an  atonement  has  been  made 
and  accepted  for  the  attack  on  the  Chesapeake, 
which  it  wonid  be  the  part  of  petulance  and  cow- 
ardice to  repine  at,  inasmuch  as  it  would  be  t 
reproach  on  our  own  pusillanimity,  for  having 
received  what  we  ouffht  not  to  have  acceded  to. 
And  the  principle  of  blockade  has  been  ao  ezpli* 
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.ciUy  laid  down  in  the  recent  correspondence  of 
Mr.  Foster,  in  eoDformity  with  the  established  re- 
cognised law  of  nations,  as  to  make  future  cayil 
with  regard  to  it  impossible. 

I  derived  no  pleasure  from  the  bitter  sarcastic 
retorts  of  Mr.  Canniof — in  my  estimation  much 
better  adapted  to  the  flippant  petulance  of  the  tea- 
table,  than  to  the  bureau  of  a  statesman.  Nor 
was  I  gratified  by  the  diplomatic  madceuTring 
and  evasions  of  the  Marquis  of  Wellesley  in  re- 
gard to  the  appointment  of  a  Minister  to  the 
United  States,  and  a  revocation  of  the  Orders  in 
Council,  which,  in  my  opinion,  are  equally  inde- 
fensible in  point  of  principle,  whether  they  are 
attempted  to  be  supported  on  the  ground  of  retal- 
iation, or  that  of  self-preservation. 

I  once  thought  Great  Britain  was  contending 
for  her  existence;  that  dream  has  now  completely 
passed  away.  And,  how  is  it  possible  that  a  third 
and  neutral  party  can  make  iuelf  a  fair  object  of 
retaliation  for  measures  which  it  did  not  counsel, 
which  it  did  not  approve,  which  militate  strongly 
with  its  interests,  which  it  is  and  ever  has  been 
anxiously  desirous  to  remove,  which  it  has  resist- 
ed by  every  means  in  its  power  which  it  thought 
expedient  to  use — ^and.  of  these  means,  the  Qov- 
ernment  of  the  neutral  party  ou|;ht  to  be  the  sole 
judge;  which  it  has  endeavored  to  get  rid  of  even 
at  a  great  sacrifice!  How  is  it  possible  that  a 
neutral  country,  thus  conducting,  can  make  itself 
a  fair  object  or  retaliation  for  measures  which  it 
did  not  originate^  which  it  could  not  prevent^and 
fannot  control?  The  contrary  doctrine  maybe 
contended  for  by  the  diplomatist  in  obedience  to 
bis  instructions,  by  the  statesman  in  conformity 
with  what  he  considers  the  interest  and  the  policy 
gf  his  country;  but  that  it  should  now  be  support- 
ed by  any  man  of  sober,  unimpassioned  mind, 
can,  to  my  perceptions,  be  accounted  for,  only 
from  the  existence  of  a  prejudice  as  gross  as  ig- 
norance made  drunk. 

Thus,  sir,  to  my  view,  the  Orders  in  Council 
are  wholly  unjustifiable^  let  them  be  bottomed 
either  on  the  principle  of  retaliation  or  of  self- 
preservation ;  they  might  not  be  untenable,  if 
tliey  could  rest,  which  they  never  could  do,  on  a 
revocation,  a  honajide  virtual  revocation  of  the 
French  decrees ;  for  every  gazette  from  the  sea-" 
board  furnishes  damning  evidence  of  their  exist- 
ence; and  almost  every  arrival  in  our  ports 
showers  upon  us  prpofs  as  thick  as  hail-stones  in 
a  Summer's  storm.  Among  others,  look  at  the 
ship  General  Eaton,  taken  when  bound  from 
London  to  Charleston^  in  ballast,  exclusively 
'American;  the  memorial  establishing  the  facts 
has  been  presented  to  the  Senate  by  the  gentle- 
man from  New  Hampshire,  (Mr.  Cutts.)  Look 
at  the  account  of  Captain  Lefevre,  who  has  just 
arrived  at  Norfolk,  and  whose  vessel  was  burned 
,at  sea  by  a  couple  of  French  frigates  that  had 
sailed  from  France  after  the  pretended  abrogation 
of  the  French  decrees,  the  captain  of  whicli  told 
him  he  had  orders  to  destroy  all  American  vessels 
bound  to  or  from  a  British  port,  but  that  if  he 
captured  a  British  vessel,  a  vessel  of  their  open, 
acknowledged,  inveterate  enemy^  he  could  give 


ht^r  to  Captain  Lefevre.  The  frigates  afterward 
did  fall  in  with  an  English  vessel,  and  thePreock 
captain  humanely  gave  her  to  Captain  Leferre 
And  bis  crew,  who,  by  this  means  alone,  reached 
the  United  States. 

Look  at  the  case  of  the  brig  Julian,  carried 
into  Norway  and  acquitted  afjLer  the  payment  of 
costs,  then  again  captured  by  a  French  privateer. 
and  condemned  for  this,  aunong  other  allegations: 
that  if  she  were  an  American  vessel,  she  was  en- 
titled to  be  respected  by  Denmark,  and  to  be  re- 
leased wi&out  expense,  and  that  the  paymeDt  o! 
these  costa,  without  which  the  whole  propertf 
had  been  sacrificed  in  the  first  instance,  was  eri- 
dence  of  her  being  British  property ! 

.Look  at  a  case  still  more  atrocious — the  state* 
ment  of  which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  and  which  1 
have  be^  requested  to  present  to  the  Seoiu, 
Its  authenticity  cannot  be  questioned  ;  it  corns 
from  a  highly  respectable  merchant  whom  I  pei- 
sonally  well  know,  (John  Parker,  Es^.,)  and  is 
supported  by  the  process  verbal,  which  I  al» 
have,,  and  other.  eWdence  of  the  facts  conuioed 
in  it.  It  is  the  ease  of  the  brig  Catkariae,  Cap- 
tain  Ockington,  and,  by  the  memorial,  it  appeao 
that  this  vessel  sailed  from  Boston  on  the  teatk 
Aprilf  1810,  with  a  cargo  consisting  q[  eofke,  so- 
gar.  cocoa,  dye-woodsi  and  cotton,  bound  to  Got* 
teoDuig,  in  Sweden,  and  from  thence  lo  any  otbei 
port  in  the  Baltic,  which  on  her  arrival  at  Got> 
tenburg  would  appear  to  offer  the  most  adraou- 
geous  market.  The  vessel  and  cargo  were  ex- 
clusively owned  by  American  citizens,  and  were 
furnished  witu  every  document  required  by  oor 
laws,  or  by  the  laws  and  usages  of  oatioDs,  m- 
eluding  the  most  ample  certificates  from  His 
Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Prance.  On  her  pas- 
sage to  Gottenburg  she  was  captured  by  a  Danisii 
privateer,  and  carried  Into  Jahrsund,  where,  afier 
a  detention  of  ten  months  and  five  days,  sbe  was 
liberated,  subject  however  to  the  payment  of 
costs,  on  the  ground  that  she  was  honajide  Amer- 
ican property,  and  had  not  contravened  either 
the  law  of  nations  or  the  modern  law  set  up  by 
the  Government  of  France,  and  enforced  under 
its  influence  and  authority  in  other  countries  of 
the  continent  of  Europe. 

Thus  liberated,  after  so  long  a  detention,  and 
at  an  expense  of  more  than  four  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  thus  furnished  with  the  opinion  of  a 
vigilant  court  that  she  was  liable  to  no  suspicion, 
the  vessel  departed  from  Jahrsund,  and  proceeded 
to  Gh)ttenburg,  her  original  port  of  destination, 
where  finding  her  cargo  unsaleable,  she  proceeded 
for  St.  Petersburg,  first  stopping  at  Elsinore  to 
pay  the  Sound  duties,  in  order  to  prevent  an); 
possible  pretence,  either  that  she  availed  herself 
of  enemy's  convoy,  or  that  she  had  made  any 
attempt  to  elude  the  laws  of  Denmark;  and 
having  there  complied  with  all  the  regulations 
botli.of  France  and  Denmark,  and  having  also 
had  the  good  fortune  to  escape  being  visited 
by  British  cruisers,  the  vessel  sailed  from  Eis^' 
nore  to  St.  Petersburg,  when,  on  the  2d  of  May, 
1811,  she  was  captured  by  a  French  privateer, 
duly  commissioned  by  the  Emperor  of  France. 
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od  canied  into  Daotxic.  Ou  her  arrival  At  ihat 
ort,  ihe  was  put  under  the  cootrol  of  the  Con- 
oi  of  Fraace,  and  all  her  papers  were  forcibly 
ikeD  by  the  said  CoqsuI,  and  sent  to  Paris,  in 
rder  that  legal  process  might  be  there  instl tilted 
gainst  her. 

Iq  unloading  the  cargo,  the  most  illegal,  eoo- 
lUct  was  adopted.    Several  of  the  crew  were 
mpressed  for  the  service  of  His  Imperial  Majes- 
y.anti  impediments  were  tnrown  in  the  way  of 
b«  supercargo,  by  withholding  bis  passports  near 
yfo  montki,  althongh  he  had  applied  for  them 
0  the  American  Charg6  d^AI&ires,  lo  prevent 
lis  getting  t<v Paris  to  defend  the  vessel  and  car- 
[0.    Thus  sitttated.  at  a  rery  early  period  the 
apercargo   made  Known  to  -Mr.    Russell,  the 
kmencan  Charge  d'Affair&at  Paris,  the  circum- 
iiancesof  the  capture,  who  applied  to  ibe  French 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  and  received  assu- 
raoces  from  him,  that  he  had  made  a  favorable 
report  of  the  case  to  the  Emperor.    Notwith- 
standing this  perfect  knowledge  of  the  case,  and 
ibe  favorable  report  of  the  French  Minister,  the 
DoQDcil  of  Prizes,  on  the  lOih  day  of  September 
last,  withotti  bearing  any  plea  or  defenee  on  be- 
balf  of  the  owners  of  the  vessel  and  cargo,\  pro- 
ceeded to  the  condemnation  of  ihem  both ;  in 
which,  after  reciting  that  the  Catharine  had  been 
captured  by  the  French  armed  ship  the  Jenne 
Adolphe..  and  that  she  had  been  libelled  on  the 
ground  "  that  part  of  the  cargo  came  from  Span- 
ish and  Portuffuese  colonies,  and  that,  moreoveri 
it  consisted  of  colonial  articles,  whose  im porta* 
lion  was  prohibited  by  His  Majesty's  decrees ;" 
ibat  she  had  been  captured  by  the  Danes,  and 
acquitted  by  the  D^niah  courts,  and  that  she  had 
airired  at  Uottenburg,  in  whichportan  English 
cutter  was  (hen  lying,  but  which  bad  not  hailed 
the  Catharine ;  after  reciting  that  another  vessel 
bad  bailed   her  on   her   passage,  the  officers  of 
which  had  spoken  the  English  language;  that 
the  captain,  supercargo,  and  mariners,  had  all 
eoQcurred  in  these  facts;  after  reciting  moreover 
a  complete  list  of  all  the  papers  found  on  board 
the  Catharine,  which  consisted  of  every  docil* 
meot  required  by  the  law  of  nations,  and  the 
modern  usages  of  France,  all  certified  by  the 
French  Consul  at  Boston ;  the  Council  of  Prizes 
proceeded  to  condemn  both  vessel  and  cargo, 
vafaied  at  eighty-five  thousand  dollars,  on  the 
following  pretences,  if  even  such  they  may  be 
tailed:  that  '*  the  said  brig  bad  anchored  at  Gol- 
teoburgr,  at  which  port  there  was  an  armed  Eng- 
lish packet  boat,  and  that  this  was  an  indication 
or  proof— the  cargo  consisting  also  mostly  of  arti- 
cles of  colonial  produce-^that  the  same  was  in 
tbe  interest  of  the  enemy's  commerce  \  that  there 
^^  no  reaaon  to  believe  that  she  entered  the 
Bailie  without  convoy ;  and  if  she  were  not  dis- 
turbed by  the  numerous  vessels  of  the  enemy,  it 
*2s  because  she  was  an  enemy's  ship  under  an 
^erican  mask;"  and   they  tneo  proceeded  to 
^demn  both  vessel  and  cargo,  and  to  decree 
t^t  the  capture  was  good  and  avalUble.    Thus, 
^Uq  American  vessel  is  cleared  in  a  Danish 
eoQrt  as  being  bona,  fide  neutral  property,  but 


svibjeeted  tathe  payment  of  costs,  in  a  French 
court,  the  payment  of  these  condemns  her.  be* 
cause  she  ought  to  have  been  released  witnout 
them.   . 

If  she  has  been  met  with  going  to,  or  coming 
from  an  English  port,  whether  with  a  cargo  or 
without,  this  is  sufficient  ground  to  capture  or 
destroy  her;  if  she  has  been  spoken  bv  a  vessel 
from  her  own  country  in  the  English  ^anguage^ 
or  has  entered  a  port  where  an  Enfflish  vesseil 
should  be  lying  at  anchor^  which  did  not  evei^ 
pav  her  so  much  attention  as  to  hail  her,  she  ia^ 
to  be  condemned ;  if  no  proof  is  given  that  she- 
took  convoy,  it  is  alleged  that  no  proof  is  fur-- 
nished  that  she  might  not  have  taken  it ;  if  she^ 
is  visited  by  a  British  ship  she  is  condemned ;  add 
if  she  has  no(  been  Visited,  nor  molested,  she  is 
condemned,  because  her  not  being  so  disturbed  it 
ev^idence  she  was  in  the  interest  of  the  enemy'a 
commerce !  Nor  has  this  been  done  by  an  infe« 
rior  court,  or,  by  subordinate  agents.  The  con* 
demaatioii  of  the  Catharine  and  ^argo  was  de» 
creed  at  Paris  by  the  highest  nrize  court  on  the 
lOih  September,  and  was  cocnrmed  by  the  Em- 
peror in  person  on  the  14th,  after  a  full  know!* 
edge  of  the  cireumstances,  and  after  a  favorable 
decision  on  the  case  had  been  promised  by  the 
French  Minister  of  Fore^n  Affairs.  Thus,  sir| 
is  situated  opr  commerce  as  it  respects  Franc^ 
and  such  i«  the  evidence  of  the  virtual  actual 
repeal  of  her  decrees* 

Stilly  sir,  if  we  are  going,  to  war  with  Ghreal 
Britain,  let  it  be  a  real,  emctual,  vigorous  wan 
Give  tts  a  naval  foree. '  This  is  the  sensitive 
chord  yoo  can  touch,  and  which  would  hav9 
more  effect  on  her  than  tea  annies.  Give  ua 
thirty  swift-sailing,  well -appointed  frigates;  they 
are  better  than  seventy-fours;  two  thiriy-six-gua 
frigates  can  be  built  and  maintained  for  the  saoM 
eipense  as  one  seventy- four,  and  for  purposea  of 
annoyance  for  which  we  want  them,  they  fa% 
beuer  than  two  seventy-fours ;  they  are  managed 
easier,  ought  to  sail  faster,  and  can  be  navijj^ated 
in  shoal  water.  We  do  not  want  seventy-fours  : 
courage  being  equal,  in  I ine-of- battle  ships,  skill 
and  experience  will  always  insure  success.  We 
are  not  ripe  for  them ;  but  butt-bolt  the  sides  of 
an  .Aroericau  to  that  of  a  British  frigate,  and 
(hou^gh  we  should  lose  sometimes,  we  would  wia 
as  often  as  we  should  lose.  The  whole  hisiory 
of  the  Revolutionary  war,  when  we  met  at  sea 
on  equal  term$,  would  bear  testimony  in  favor  of 
this  opinion.  Give  us,  then,  this  little  fleet  well 
appointed;  place  your  Navy  Department  under 
an  able  and  spirited  Administration;  give  tona 
to  the  service.  Let  a  sentiment  like  the  follow*- 
ing  precede  every  letter  of  instruction  to  the  eap^ 
tain  of  a  ^hip  of  war — *^  Sir,  the  honor  of  tha 
nation  is  in  a  degree  attached  to  the  flag  of  your 
vessel;  remember,  that  it  may  be  sunk  withoat 
disgrace,  but  can  nev^r  be  struck  without  di» 
honor^"  Do  this;  cashier  every  officer,  who  strikea 
his  flag,  and  you  will  soon  have  a  good  accounl 
of  your  Navy.  This  may  be  said  to  be  a  hard 
tenure  of  service;  but,  hard  or  easy,  sir,  embark 
i^  an  actuals-vigorous  war^  and  in  a  few  weeks^ 
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days,  I  would  eDgBs;e  completelf  to  offi- 
whole  fleet  from  New  England  alooe. 
IS  this  little  fleet,  and  in  a  quarter  part  of 
you  could' operate  upon  her  iu  any  other 
!  would  bring  her  to  terms  with  you— 
3ur  feet.  No,  Sir.  Great  Britain  is,  at 
the  most  colossal  power  the  world  ever 
d.  Her  dominion  extends  from  the  ris- 
le  setting  sun.  Survey  it  for  a  moment, 
icing  with  the  newly  found  continent  of 
)lland.  as  she  proceeds  she  embraces  un- 
protection,  or  in  her  possession,  the  Pfail- 
slands,  Java,  Sumatra;  passes  the  coast 
:ca ;  rests  for  a  short  time  fruitlessly  to 
'  to  number  the  countless  millions  of  her 
in  Hiadostan ;  winds  into  the  sea  of  Ara- 
ts  along  the  coasts  of  Coromandel  and 
stops  for  a  moment  for  refreshment  at 
i  of  Good  Hope ;  visits  her  plantations 
sles  of  {"ranee  and  Bourbon :  sweeps 
e  whole  of  the  Antilles;  doubles  Cape 
protect  her  whalemen  in  the  Northern 
them  Pacific  oceans;  crosses  the  Ameri- 
inent  from  Clueen  Charlotte's  Sound  to 
3  Bay ;  glancing  in  the  passage  at  her 
of  the  Canadas,  Nova  Scotia,  and  New 
ck ;  thence  continues  to  Newfoundland, 
after  and  foster  her  fisheries,  and  then 
r  departure  for  the  United  Kingdoms  of 
,  Ireland,  and  Scotland,  nor  rests  until 
ties  the  Orkneys — the  uUima  thule  of  the 
ly  of  the  ancients.  Such  an  overgrown 
Mat  and  colonial  power  as  this  never  be- 
sted. True,  sir,  she  has  an  enormous 
debt  of  700  millions  of  pounds  sterling, 


^hile  we  are  whining  about  a  want  of 
i,  would,  in  six  short  weeks,  wipe  ofi*the 
iblie  debt  of  the  United  States, 
these  millstones  sink  her?  Will  they 
her  to  the  power  of  France  1  No,  sir; 
I  bubble  to-morrow;  destroy  the  fragile 
which  her  public  credit  stands,  theain- 
canfidence;  sponge  her  national  debt; 
inize  her  Government ;  cut  the  throats  of 
royal  family,  and  dreadful  as  would  be 
>ss,  she  would  rise  with  renovated  vigor 
>  fall,  and  present  to  her  enemy  a  more 
^,  irresistible  front  than  ever.  No,  sir; 
ritain  cannot  be  subjugated  hj  France ; 
18  of  her  institutions,  the  genuine  same* 
ll-do2  spirit  of  her  people,  will  lift  her 
ve  the  waves  long  after  the  dynasty  of 
Le — the  ill-ffotten  power  of  France,  col- 
f  perfidy,  jplunder,  and  usurpation,  like 
i)  image  or  old,  composed  of  clay,  and  of 
of  brass,  and  of  stiver,  and  of  gold,  shall 
mbled  into  ^toms. 

this  belief  I  acknowledge  I  derive  a  sen- 
rf  gratulation.  In  New  England  our 
unmixed ;  we  are  the  direct  descendBnts 
shmen ;  we  are  natives  of  the  soil.  In 
slature  of  the  respectable  and  obce  pow- 
te  of  Massachusetts  now  in  session,  corn- 
near  seven  hundred  members^  to  my 
;e  not  a  single  foreigner  holds  a  sent. 


As  Great  Britar n  wrongs  os  I  would  fight  her. 
Yet  I  should  be  worse  than  a  barbarian  did  1  sot 
reioloe  that  the  sepulchres  of  oar  forefather 
which  are  in  that  country,  would  remain  oa* 
sacked,  and  their  coffins  rest  ondLstarbed  by  tbe 
unhallowed  rapacity  of  the  Goths  and  Saracess 
of  modern  Europe. 

How  then,  sir,  will  it  he  asked,  are  we  to  ope- 
rate  on  a  Power  ?uch  as  I  have  described  1    Let 
us  have  these  thirty  frigates;  she  cannot  Uoci^ 
ade  them;  our  coasts  are  in  our  favor;  the  ele- 
ments are  in  our  favor;  from  November  toti» 
month  of  March,  in  the  Northern  States  I  meai, 
all  the  navies  of  all  the  world  could  not  biocbdt 
them  in  our  ports;  with  our  inclement  weather 
and  northeast  and  southeast  storms,  and  faaztt^ 
ous  shores,  and   tempestuous  northwest  gala; 
which  ufibrd  the  best  chances  to  go  off  the  coas^ 
enemy  ships  of  war  could  not  keep  their  stations. 
Divide  these  thirty  frisates  into  six  squadrons; 
place  them  in  the  northern  ports  ready  forsa; 
and,  at  favorable  moments,' we  would  pouoee 
upon  her  West  India  Islands,  and  repeat  the  game  . 
of  De  Grasse  and  D'Estaing  in  1779  and  ITSd- 
By  the  time  she  was  lookitog  for  us' there,  wci 
would  be  round  Cape  Horn  cutting  up  her  whale* i 
men.     When   pursued    there,  we  would  skita, 
away  to  the  Indian  ocean,  and  look  after  bei. 
China  and  India  fleets,  of  whom  we  would  gire 
a  far  different  account  from  that  of  LinoLstbe- 
Frenchman.    Occasfonally  we  would  look  after 
her  duebec  fleet,  and  her  Jamaica  fleet;  some-- 
times  we  would  do  as  the  French  privateers  now  ■ 
do,  make  our  appearance  in  the  chops  of  the 
Channel,  and  now  and  then  we  might  even  wiml 


arnal  expenditure  of  a  million  of  dollars,    north  about,  and  look  into  the  Baltic.    We  shoold 


sometimes  meet  with  disasters,  but  we  have  abon- 
dant  means  to  repair  them.  Well  managed,  it 
would  require  a  hundred  British  frigates  to  waich 
the  movements  of  these  thirty. 

These  are  the  means,  sir^  by  which  1  would 
bring  Great  Britain  not  to  our  feet,  but  to  her 
senses.  The  Government  of  Great  Britain  is  is 
some  degree  a  popular  one;  two  branches  of  her 
Government — the  King  and  the  Commons— are 
governed  by  the  popular  sentiment,  and  the  hos- 
pital of  incurables  must  always  follow  suit.— 
Touch  the  popular  sentiment  effectually,  and  yoa 
control  the  Commons ;  the  Commons,  by  with* 
holding  the  supplies  and  the  civil  list,  control  the 
King  and  obtam  a  change  of  Ministry  and  a 
change  of  measures.  In  this  way  you  obtained 
the  peace  of  1783.  Had  it  depended  on  the  Kiag 
and  the  Lords^  you  would  not  have  had  a  peace 
until  this  time.' 

We  can  touch  the  popular  sentiment.  With 
the  fleet  I  have  mentioned  we  could  harass  great- 
ly the  commerce  of  Great  Britain ;  we  could 
bring  her  people  to  their  senses ;  we  could  make 
them  ask  their  Government  for  what  object  they 
continued  thus  to  violate  our  rights  ?  whether  it 
was  for  the  interest  of  Great  Britain  to  throw  us 
into  the  lap  of  her  enemy  ?  Whether  it  was  for 
her  interest  to  embitter  us  toward  her  still  more? 
Whether  it  was  for  her  interest  to  sever  the  pHo- 
cipftl  lien  of  connexion  between  her  and  us,  by 
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ilii^iDg  OS  to  become  a  maDurieinrinc  people  ? 
nd  00  this  head  we  could  make  an  exhibit  tluit 
ool(i  astooisb  both  friends  and  foes.  Whether  it 
IS  for  her  interest  to  force  us  to  become  prema- 
rely  a  great  marttime  nation,  destined,  one  dajr 
oiber,  to  dispute  with  her  the  sceptre  of  the 
eao  ?  In  short,  I  would  make  the  people  ask 
e  Gorern^ment  cut  bono  in  this  war.  And  the 
oment  this  is  effected  on  both  sides  the  water^ 
e  var  is  terminated,  the  bosiaess  is  finished,  and 
m  hare  only  to  agree  on  fair  and  eqoai  terms  of 
tee. 

Louk  at  the  expense  and  the  effect  of  the  mea- 
ns you  have  adopted.  You  are  to  hare  a 
indin^  army  of  35,000  men,  50,000  volunteers, 
d  lOO.OOO  of  the  mih'tia.  These  you  cannot. 
( ioio  actual  service  without  the  militia,  at  less 
pcDse  iban  forty-five  millions  of  dollars  annu- 
ly— the  ways  and  means  proposed  being  less  is 
>ertdeoee  to  the  contrary — no  experienced  mil- 
iry  man  can  estimate  it  at'less.  What  are  you 
do  with  it?  Yon  overrun  Canada  without 
tterial  difficulty,  duebec  excepted ;  that  Oib- 
itar  of  the  American  continent  caa  only  be 
[en  by  regular  siege  and  investment;  you  must 
irre  it  out,  but  it  will  be  provisioned  for  three 
irsat  least,  and,  before  you  get  there,  it  will  be 
ily  garritH)ned  by  experienced  troops.  ThUs, 
en,  to  get  Quebec  you  have  got  to  summer  and 
ater  a  siege  in  the  face  of  an  able  and  veteran 
rrbon  for  three  years,  and  in  a  climate  where, 
nog  its  long  winters,  the  thermometer  some^ 
aes  stands  at  thirty  degrees  below  zero^aod  the 
icinels  freeze  at  their  posts.  Suppose  it  then 
k  what  do  vou  then  get?  The  gentleman 
•m  Yirgiaia  (Mr.  Giles)  has  already  told  you: 
Qr  enemy  takes  possession  of  New  Orleans, 
m  York,  Newport,  or  some  other  prominent . 
d  important  point — you  then  let  one  nand  wash 
i  other — make  the  exchange,  and  leave  off  just 
lereyou  began,  with  a  debt  of  $130,000,000 and 
i  eoaotry  subjected  to  all  the  evils  of  war. 

[ostead  of  three  years'  expense  of  the  land 
ces,  uke  one  year — call  it  $45,000,000  instead 
$130.000,000 — contrast  this  with  the  expense 
a  oary. 

le  existing  iiaval  force  of  the  United  States 
Doay  be  estimated  as  equal  to  tea  stout  frigates; 
iweoiy  additional  thirty-six  gun  frigates  would 
cost,  agreeably  to  ihe  estimate  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  of  November  19,  1811,9162,000 
»eb,  equal  for  twenty  new  frigates, 
to  -       .        .        -       -       -     ,  -$3,420,000 

toual  expense  of  thirty  thirty-six* 
son  frigates,  according  to  the  same  , 
estiinate,  at  $102i)00  annually,  is  -    3.060,000 

■  '<  ' 

vUiply  this  sum  ten  times  for  ten 
years*  service,  and  it  would  give    -  30,600,000 


3sr 


add  twelve  per  cant,  per  annam,  to 
keep  the  whole  number  in  repair  for 


ten  years,  this  would  be  « 
Making 


-  5,832,000 

-  89^20.000 


dd  the  Grst  cost,  in  complete  order, 
of  twenty  additional  frigates  now 
proposed  to  be  built  -  -  * 
>r  the  first  years  they  would  want 
but  little  comparative  expense,  but 


3,420,000 


Thus  giving  an  efficient  maritime  force  of  30 
frigates  in  complete  order  for  ten  years,  with  a 
surplus  left  sufficieiM  to  replace  every  ship  of  this 
fleet,  should  every  one  of  tl^e  thirty  in  that  thne 
be  lost  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy. 

Give  us.  then  a  navy.    The  Senate  have  pro* 
ceeded  thus  far  with  a  unanimity  and  harmony 
highly  honorable  to  them  as  men  and  as  states* 
men.    This  measure  will  be  cornsidered  as  the 
test  of  oor  sincerity.    For  one,  if  it  be  not  acced- 
eA  to,  however  reluctant  it  may  be  to  my  feel- 
ings, to  divide  at  a  moment  like  this,  without  an 
effectual  defence  being  ^iven  us,  I  shall  not  con-  - 
seat  to  burden  my  constituents  with 
Annual  loans  to  a  large  amount ; 
Additional  twenty-five,  per  cent,  retention    on 
drawbacks,    thereby  destroying  the    colonial 
trade,  and  crippling  the  Treasury  instead  of 
'  repienishing  it ; 

New  and  heavy  tonnage  duties  on  our  own  ves- 
sels; 
Duties  on  salt; 

on  licenses ; 

on  auction  sales,  frequently  the  last  refuge 

of  the  distressed ; 
on  refined  sugars ; 
on  carriages,  chaises,  and  wagons,  for  the 

carriage  of  persons ; 
on  spirits — 
Nor  shaH  I,  under  auch  circumstances,  by  my 
vote,  consent  to  impose  on  them  stamp  and  direct 
tales,  cum  muUis  cuiUy  that  must  A>llow — expen- 
ses that  ought  not  to  be  gone  into,  except  for  the  . 
purpose  of^vigorously  prosecuting  a  war  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  procure  a  speedy  and  favorable 
peace,  the  only  rational  object  of  war. 

Peace  is  roost  unquestionably  the  polar  star  of 
the  policy  and  the  interest  of  th^  United  States; 
it  should  be  obtained  at  every  cost  short  of  an 
essential  sacrifice ;  it  is  no  disgrace  for  an  infant 
not  to  <:oniend  with  a  giant ;  if  we  cannot  carry  on 
the  war  with  alt  the  energy,  and  the  force,  and 
power  of  the  nation,  let  us  record  our  wrongs, 
make  the  best  of  the  existing  state  of  things,  and, 
when  we  have  the  ability,  punish  our  aggressors 
to  the  last  letter  of  the  alphabet.  Poitsibiy  this  is 
the  real  policy  of  the  United  Stages ;  but,  if  we 
are  to  go  to  war,  give  us  a  navy ;  if  you  do  itot, 
and  our  commerce  is  abandoned,  our  navigation 
to  be  swept  from  the  face  of  the  ocean,  our  houses 
battered  about  our  ears,  and  we  are  denied  those 
means  of  defence  which  the  God  of  nature  has 
given  us,  and  to  which  we  are  habituated',  then, 
indeed,  the  Northern  section  of  this  Union  will 
be  little  better  situated  than  the  colony  of  Jamai- 
ca; and,  forms  apart,  there  will  be  some  cause  to 
suspect  that  it  has  little  more  real  voice  or  weight 
in  the  Councils  of  the  Government  than  it  has  in 
tbe  Parliament  of  Great  Britain. 
Give  Qo  cause,  sir^  for  saapteions  of  this  sort— 
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take  off  your  restrictions— on  muzzle  us — let  us 
have  peace  or  war.  If  we  have  war,  let  it  com- 
meoce  with  one  cheering  prospect,  the  prospect  of 
unanimity.  Give  us  this  little  fleet,  and  in  twelve 
abort  months  after  it  has  been  fairly  launched  upon 
the  main,  we  will  engage  to  render  you  a  good  ac- 
count of  it,  we  will  oe  enabled  proudly  to  show 
you,  that 

**  Our  march,  too,  shtll  be  upon  the  mountain  wave, 
Oar  cannon  shall  re-echo  o'er  the  deep." 


Friday,  February  28. 

The  hill  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
Samuel  Lapsley,  deeeaaed,  was  read  the  second 
time. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Gilbs,  Messrs.  Bradlby 
and  Greoo  were  added  to  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  for .  the  relief  of  Charles 
Mioifie. 

Mr.  Pops,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  tilct  for  the  relief 
of  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  served  in  the  late 
campaign  on  the  Wabash,''  reported  it  amended. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  entitled  ^^  An  act  for  the  benefit 
of  Christopher  Miller  f  and  the  words  nine  hun- 
dred and  sixty  havinff  been  struck  out  of  the  bill, 
'  the  Presidentreported  it  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  th^s  bill  be  read  a  third 
time?  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  committee  Co  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Larkin  Smith,  collector 
of  the  district  of  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,  in  Vir* 
ginia,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  collectors 
of  the  ports  of  Baltimore  and  of  Norfolk  and  Ports- 
mouth ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to,  the 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Llotd,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  *'  An  act  eathoriziog  a 
loan  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  eleven  millions  of 
dollars,"  reported  it  amended. 

Mr.  WoRTHtNOTON,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''  An  act  giv* 
ing  further  time  for  registerkig  claims  to  land  in 
tbe  western  district  of  the  Territory  uf  Orleans," 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Suitm,  of  Maryland,  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''  An  act 
concerning  the  Naval  Esiablishment,"  was  post- 
poned to,  and  made  the  order  ot  the  day  for,  Men* 
day  next. 


Monday,  March  2. ' 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  -the  collectors  of  the 
ports  of  Baltimore  and  of  Norfolk  and  Ports- 
mouth, was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  by  Mr.  Rbso,  on  the  21st  January, 
as  amended. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Anderson,  that  it  be  refer- 
red to  a  select  committee,  further  to  consider  and 
report  thereon,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative 
—yeas  12,  nays  14,  as  follows : 

VxAs^Measrs.  Anderson.  Bradley,  Campbeii,  of 


TenneMse,  Ckmdit,  Crawfind,  FVaaUin,  Gregg,  H«t. 
ell«  Robioflon,  Tait,  Turner,  and  Vamom. 

NwiTs^Mesen.  Bayard,  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  Cote 
Gaillard,  German,  Giles,  Goodrich,  Hunter,  UblM 
Leib,  Lloyd,  Reed,  Smith  of  Matylaad,  sad  Wcah 
ington. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Llotd,  the  motion  wufw 
ther  amended,  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

Buohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Traanziybt 
reeted  to  lay  before  this  House  a  ataleuent,  w  iir 
the  same  may  be  praclicahle,  ezh&iting  the  nsnbe 
.ships  and  vessels,  and  the  amount  of  tonnsge,  ud 
several  kinds  and  amowH  of  merchandise,  hnag  «f 
growth,  produce,  or  manufrcture  of  the  United 
or  teiritories  thereof,  and  of  colonial  prodace, 
from  thence  to  any  port  or  place  in  France,  sol 
to  the  period  at  which  the  repeal  of  the  Berlin  iBd 
an  decrees  was  to  have  taken  pUice ;  stating  dui 
the  duties  payable  in  the  ports  of  France  on  eadi 
de,  before  and  since  that  period.  { 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  mo(icD,i 
amended,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative-* 
yeas  17,  nays  12,  as  follows : 

YsAS^Messn.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Brent,  Cusfli 
of  Ohio,  Crawford,  Cutts»  German,  Giles,  Goodiii 
Gregg,  If  unter,  Lambert,  I^ib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Seeild| 
Smith  pf  Maiylaad. 

Nass — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Campbell  of  TenoH 
Condit,  Franklin,  Qaillard,  Howell,  KobineoD,  Sal 
of  New  York,  Tait,  Turner,  Vamum,  tnd  Woi 
ington.  * 

Mr.  Lloyd,  from  the  committee  to  whom  i| 
referred  the  petition  of  Mary  Nicholson,  repoci 
'^  that,  in  their  opinion,  it  is  inexpedient  to  aw 
provision  for  inaividual  cases  ox  the  descriptii 
of  that  of  the  petitioner ;''  and  the  report  if 
agreed  to. 

On  motion,  bv  Mr.  Tait,  the  further  coosld^ 
atioa  of  the  bill  was  postponed  to,  and  made  til 
order  of  the  day  for,  to-morxow.  j 

Mr.  Bbent  presented  the  petition  of  Robtf 
Young  and  others,  inhabitants  of  (he  tovo  f 
Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Colombia,  prayiM 
a  charter  for  a  bank,  under  the  title  of  ihe  "Ml 
chanics'  Bank  of  Alexandria,"  for  reasons  ther^ 
stated ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred! 
a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  (bprt({ 
by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and  Messrs.  Brent,  Ciitf 
BELL,  of  Tennessee,  and  Taylor,  were  appoio* 
the  committee. 

Mr.  Lloyd  presented  the  memorial  of  J0« 
Parker,  of  Boston,  merchant,  in  behalf  of  hiio^ 
and  the  owners  of  the  bri^antine  called  the  uA 
arine,  and  her  cargo ;  statmg  that  the  said  bri^* 
tine,  whilst  proceeding  on  her  lawful  voyage  J 
St.  Petersburg,  was^  on  the  3d  of  May,  ISH)  ^ 
lured  by  a  French  pri?ateer,  and  carried  iOt| 
Dantzic  and  condnmned,  and  praying  iod^"* 
ficalion,  for  reasons  stated  at  large  in  (he  mei^ 
rial ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  pno^ 
for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 


INCREASE  OP  THE  NAVY. 


ofih* 


The  Senate  resumed  the  consideratioo  of  ^ 
bill,  entitled  '^  An  act  concerning  the  Naval  t^ 
tabiishineot.^' 
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members  of  Congress  during  the  Winter  of  1809, 
which  IQ  his  opinion  influenced  the  conduct  of 
that  body  upon  several  important  questions.  Mr. 
p.  said  he  nad  not  attended  anj  of  those  meet* 
ings,  and  had  nerer  felt  himselt  under  any  obli- 
gation to  conform  to  their  determination.  It  was 
impossible  for  him  to  discover  any  assignable  re- 
lation between  the  history  of  those  inofficial 
meetings,  and  the  proposition  to  build  twenty 
Crigates.  Nor  had  he  been  able  to  discover,  that 
the  history  of  the  embargo,  and  the  agency  oi  par- 
ticular individuals  in  procuring  its  repeal,  had 
any  tendency  to  elucidate  that  proposition.  Upon 
this  subject  be  would  only  say,  that  the  gentlemati 
must  be  mistaken,^in  the  inference  which  he  had 
drawn,  from  the  vote  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives on  the  5th  day  of  January,  1809,  b^  which 
Mr.  Chittenoen's  resolution  for  repealing  the 
embargo  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  This 
vote  is  offered  by  that  gentleman  as  un question* 
able  evidence,  that  a  majority  of  that  body  had, 
as  early  as  that  day,  determiiied  to  repeal  the 
embargo.  If  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Vir<^ 
ginia  will  take  the  trouble  of  examining  the  whole 
of  the  Journal  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
that  day,  a  part  of  which  it  appears  he  has  exam- 
ined, he  will  find  that  the  inference  which  he 
has  drawn  from  that  vote  is  contradicted  by  a 
solemn  decision  of  that  House.  In  page  two  hun* 
dred  and  twenty-seven  he  will  find  an  amendment 
offered  to  the  act  for  enforcing  the  embargo,  in 
the  words  following : 

'<  8sG.  14.  And  be  it  further  enaeted.  That  this  ac^ 
and  the  act  entitled  an  act,  laying  an  embargo  on  all 
•hips  and  vessels  in  (ha  ports  and  harbors  of  the  Uni- 
ted States*  and  all  laws  supplemantary  thereto,  be,  and 
they  are  hereby  repealed,  from  and  after  the  fourth  day 
of  March  next.'* 

The  question  was  decided  by  yeas  and' nays — 
jreas  35,  n^ys  81.  The  House  of  Kepresentativea, 
instead  of  furnishing  evidence  of  tneir  determi- 
nation to  repeal  the  embargo  as  early  as  the  fifth 
day  of  January  as  the  gentleman  has  supposedf 
gave  the  most  unequivocal  evidence  of  their  de* 
termination  neither  to  repeal  it  theo,  or  two 
months  afterwards.    Mr.  C.  said  he  was  neither 

aualified  or  disposed  to  decide  between  the  gea- 
eman  from  Virginia  and  the  gentleman  frook 
Tennessee,  touching  the  agency  of  the  former  in 
producing  the  repeal  of  the  embargo.  That, gen- 
tleman lud  ascribed  its  repeal  to  the  late  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States — because  he  had  de- 
clined taking  into  the  public  service  fifteen  hun- 
dred seamen.  By  the  estimate  for  the  present 
year  it  appears  that  six  thousand  nipe  hundred 
and  sixty -two  seamen  will  man  the  whole  of  our 
public  vessels,  including  twenty-two  gunboats. 
The  seafaring  men  in  the  United  States  may  be 
estimated  from  sixty^  to  one  hundred  thousand, 
and  yet  by  employing  fifteen  hundred,  whic% 
together  with  those  then  in  service,  might  amount 
to  ^ve  thousand,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
would  have  insured  the  execution  of  the  embargo, 
by  creating  a  scarcity  of  sailors  to  navigate  the 
vessels  destined  for  its  violation. 


It.Cbawfobd  regretted  that  his  ill  health  and 
atof  strength  would  not  permit  him  thoroughly 
iTesiigate  all  of  the  important  subjects  which 
^e  been  incidentally  introduced  in  the  course 
this  discussion.     The  proposition  to  build 
mtjT  frigates  has  no  intimate  connexion  with 
eral  of  those  subjects,  which  might  with  great 
ipriety  have  been  kept  entirely  out  of  view; 
;.as  they  have  been  introduced,  be  would  not 
ilioe  their  discussion.    Such  bad  been  the  state 
his  health,  from  the  time  that  this  proposition 
i  been  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the 
iate,ibat  he  had  iiot  until  thisniorning  deter- 
ped  to  participate  in  the  discussioar    The  ob- 
VatioQ  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ken- 
iky  had  made  it  unnecessary  to  reply  to  many 
the  sutements  and  remarks  of  the  honorable 
ailemenfrom  Massachusetts  and  Virginia  (Mr. 
.OYoaod  Mr.  Giles.)    The  latter  gentleman 
mpiaias  of  a  change  which  he  says  has  taken 
ice.  Id  the  character  «f  the  discussions  of  this 
Duse.  which  is  highly  detrimental  to  the  freedom 
debate.    He  complains  that  the  motives  instead 
ii]e  arguments  of  the  speaker  have  become  the 
bject  of  investi^tion.    If  this  complaint  is 
mded  in  fact,  it  is  greatly  to  be  lamented ;  but 
may  be  proper  to  inquire  whether  it  is  not  the 
eefsary  result  of  another  change  in  the  char- 
ter of  our  discussions  introduced  by  those  who 
ike  ibe  complaint.    If,  instead  of  presenting  for 
I  consideration  of  the  Senate  a  train  of  reason- 
{ calculated  to  elucidate  the  proposition  under 
bsideration,  the  speaker  should  substitute  the 
uory  of  his  politiqal  life j^pinions,  and  motives, 
ought  Dot  to  complain,  if  his  proffered  substi- 
(e  should  be  accepted  and  discussed  by  his 
pcoents. 

The  same  gentlemao  has  taken  a  review  of 
u  measures,  which  are  very  remotely,  if  in 
y  degree,  connected  with  the  proposition  before 
t  Senate.  Such  a  review  as  will  enable  us  to 
old  the  errors  into  which  we  may  have  fallen, 
Hnprecipitancy  or  from  the  want  of  sufficient  in- 
fioation  of  the  subjects  upon  which  we  have 
» compelled  to  legislate,  may  be  highlv  useful. 
It  if  this  review  should  be  conducted  simply 
ih  the  design  of  proving  that  the  reviewer  has 
rays  been  right^  and  those  opipsed  to  him  al- 
^ys  wrong,  it  is  impossible  to  discover  any  ben- 
i  which  can  result  from  it.  It  may  indeed  be 
S^v  gratifying  to  the  speaker,  but  it  cannot 
citeaoy  pleasurable  sensation  in  the  bospms  of 
^  who  are  charged  with  being  uniformly 
^Dg*  A  procedure  of  this  kind  is  calculated  to 
itaie  and  to  produce  the  effect  of  which  that 
Dorable  gentleman  has  so  seriously  complained. 
isQaiuralfor  every  man  to  believe  frhat  his 
<aioQs  are  right,  and  that  those  who  differ  with 
^  are  wrong.  The  difference  between  the  gen- 
'man  from  Virginia  and  other  men  consists  not 
^tioovht  but  in  words.  Every  man  believes 
l^t  he  IS  right,  but  every  man  does  not  upon  all 

•^^ioDs  undertake  to  prove  that  he  has  always 

*nrigh,. 

.iiieisaine  gentleman  has  given  us  the  history    .„ 

proceedings  at  several  inofficial  meetings  of  the  '     But  the  public  vessels  called  into  service  by  the 
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employ  meat  of  these  fifteen  hundred  seamen 
would  bare  executed  the  embargo !  An  embargo 
is  a  municipal  regulation'aod  can  only  be  eze- 
cnted  efficiently  upon  land.  The  great  mass  of 
violations  was  committed  by  Tessels  which  cleared 
out  for  ports  in  the  United  Stares^  but  which 
aaiied  to  foreign  ports.  In  saitiog  from  port  to 
port  it  is  impossiole  to  sail  in  a  direct  line,  and 
It  would  have  been  equally  impossible  to  have 
framed  instructions  which  woufd  have  enabled 
your  naval  officers  to  have  executed  the  embargo, 
if  they  had  had  the  physical  power.  .  But  a  part 
of  the  public  vessels  were  in  service,  and  were 
employed  in  the  execution  of  that  measure,  and 
yet  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  not  been  able 
to  show  that  any  essential  service  has  been  ren- 
dered by  them.  Upon  this  view  of  the  subject 
JMr.  C.  said  he  had  Voted  against  the  employment 
of  an  additional  number  of  seamen  in  1809,  and 
believing  that  the  proposition  now  advocated  by 
that  gentleman  was  calculated  to  dimini&h  and 
not  to  increase  the  means  of  annoying  Great 
Britain  on  the  ocean  he  should  vote  against  it. 
In  the  year  1809,  as  well  as  upon  the  present 
question,  he  certainly  believed  he  was  ri^ht,  and 
he  had  no  doubt  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
then  thought,  and  now  thinks,  that  he  is  right. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
(Mr.  Lloyd)  tbinKs  that  nothing  has  been  done 
by  the  Government  for  commerce,  whilst  com^ 
merce  has  done  everything  for  the  nation;  that 
commerce  has  paid  into  ^he  public  Treasury 
ftSOO  000.000.  ii  it  is  contended  that  this  sum 
has  been  paid  exclusively  by  commerce,  nothing 
can  be  more  incorrect.  The  money  collected 
from  imposts  and  duties  is  paid  by  the  consumer 
of  merchandise  upon  which  the  duties  are  im- 
posed. It  is  collected  immediately  from  the  mer- 
^ant,  and  ultimately  from  the  natioD.  The  only 
money  paid  into  the  Treasury  which  can  justl^ 
be  placed  to  the  exclusive  credit  of  commerce,  is 
the  sum  retained  by  the  Gkrvernment  upon  de- 
bentures, which  is  only  7-lOths  of  one  per  cent, 
upon  goods  paying  a  duty  of  twenty  per  cent,  ad 
valorem,  aod  has  never  amounted  to  $400,000  in 
any  one  year.  The  export  of  foreign  productions 
from  the  United  States  in  the  year  1807,  exceeded 
$59,000,000,  and  the  sum  paid  into  the  Treasury 
thftt  year  on  account  of  drawbacks  was  about 
$390,000,  which  is  the  greatest  amount  received 
from  that  source  of  revenue  since  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Government. 

The  duty  upon  tonnage,  like  the  doty  imposed 
on  merchandise, is  paid  by  the  consumer  or  grower 
of  the  cargoes  transported  by  the  ship-holders,  of 
whom  this  duty  is  immediatelv  collected.  The 
ultimate  payment  of  this  dpty  by  the  grower  or 
consumer  will  depend  upon  the  relative  demand 
for,  and  supply  of  the  articles  in  the  market  to 
which  they  are  exported.  If  the  demand  for  the 
article  is  greater  than  the  quantity  in  the  market, 
it  is  paid  by  the  consumer;  if  the  supply  exceeds 
the  aemana,it  is  paid  by  the  grower,  in  the  form 
of  a  reduction  of  the  price  of  the  article  equal  to 
the  duty  imposed. 

'  '  \  subject  of  lasting  regret  that  local  feeU 


1 


ings  and   local   interests  sliould   have  beeoi 
strongly  excited  in  the  discussion  of  this  q( 
Ijon.    The  gentleman  from  New  Tork  (Mr. 
M AifVhas  asserted  that  the  people  of  the  Sootl 
and  W^tero  States  are  decidedly  hostile  toe 
merce,  and  that  their  opposition  to  the  proj 
tion  to  build  an  additional  number  of  frigate 
the  result  of  that  hostility.    It  is  highly  iffl| 
tant  to  investigate  the  truth  of  this  assertioo. 
refutation,  if  untrue,  is  imperiously  demaoj 
That  every   well  infordied  cumoi unity  aDj 
stands  its  immediate  interest,  and  is  dispos'' 
foster  those  measures  which  are  calcuUtf 
promote  that  interest,  are  propositions  whicb^ 
not  be  denied.    The  greatest  amount  of  dom^ 
articles  exported  from  the  United  States  io 
year  has  been  about  949,000,000.     The  singU 
tide  of  cotton  has  constituted  about  $14,0OC| 
of  that  amount,  and  that  article  is  cultivated 
in  the  three  Southern  States,  the  State  of 
nessee,  and  the  two  Southern  Territories.    Ai 
siderable  portion  of  North  Carolina  and  Ten 
see  does  not  cultivate  cotton  for  exportatiooj 
those  States  export  a  considerable  ainoant  ofi 
articles,*  the  prect;ie  amount  of  whfch  canoi 
ascertained,  but  there  can  be  no  danger  of 
tradiction  in  hazarding  the  assertion    that 
same  number  of  people  in  any  other'  part  ot\ 
Union  do  not  furnish  the  same  aaiount  uf] 
mestic  articles  for  exportation.    Without 
merce,  the  annual  sum  of  ^lifiO^flOO  in  th< 
tide  of  cotton  alone,  estimated  at  a  fair 
would  be  lost  to  that  part  of  the  inhabitants  ol 
Southern  States  which  is  employed  in  the 
vation  of  cotton. 

Who  are  the  most  interested  in  commerc< 
growers  of  the  articles,  the  exchange  and  ti 
portation  of  which  constitutes  commerce,  oi 
factors  and  freighters  employed  in  the  excl 
and  transportation  of  those  articles  ?  Can 
man  doubt  for  one  moment  that  the  g^rowen 
rightful  owners  of  the  articles  to  be  exchai 
are  more  deeply  interested  in  commerce  thai 
merchant  and  ship-holder,  who  only  make  a  { 
from  the  sale  and  transportation  of  the  an 
exchanged  ?  If  the  profit  they  derive  from  coi 
merce  should  be  so  enormous  as  to  exceed  (I 
original  value  of  those  articles  in  the  hands 
the  growers,  still,  it  can  be  demonstrated  that  i\ 
interest  of  the  latter  is  more  vitally  affected  br 
prosperous  or  adverse  state  of  commerce,  tlu 
that  of  the  merchant  or  ship- holder.  The  mc 
dhant  will  be  regulated  In  the  price  which  I 
gives  to  the  grower  by  the  state  of  the  mark 
and  the  price  of  transportation  to  the  marki 
Let  the  price  be  what  it  may  in  foreign  marke) 
the  merchant  is  regulated  by  it^  aod  can  only  1 
affected  by  sudden  changes  in  those  mark< 
which  may  be  prejudicial  or  advantageous 
him.    It  is  a  matter  of  small  moment  to  hi 


*  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  sorplos  prodo 
tions  of  those  States  amount  to  one-third  of  the  d 
mestic  exports  of  the  United  States,  and  their  repi 
sentation  is  less  than  one-fifth  of  that  of  the  Unit 
States. 
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;tber  the  articles  in  which*  he  deals  briog  a 
b  or  low  price  in  the  market  to  which  they 
fifiit,  if  that  price  is  not  variable,  because  he 
I  regulate  the  price  he  gives  for  them  by  the 
e  which  he  can  obtain.  But  the  price  which 
»  articles  will  bring  in  the  market  to  which 
f  are  seat,  is  all  important  to  the  grower,  be- 
se  it  will  regulate  the  price  whicli  lie  is  to  re- 
re  for  them  beyond  the  power  of  his  control, 
ery  circumstance  which  tends  to  destroy  com- 
itioa  aod  reduce  the  number  of  marsets  to 
kh  oar  produce  is  sent,  vitally  affects  the 
»resi  of  the  grower.  The  planter,  the  farmer, 
ihcrefore,  more  deeply  interested  id  the  prof»- 
ily  of  that  commeroe  which  finds  a  market 
the  inDual  surplus  productions  uf  his  indus- 
than  the  merchant  or  ship-holder.  This  direct 
amerce  is  indispieosable  to  the  interpal  growth 
1  improvement  of  the  country,  and  to  the  com- 
taod  happiness  of  the  people,  and,  more  so  to 
'■  people  of  the  Southero  and  Western  States 
la  any  other  part  of  the  United  States..  Sir, 
are  not  so  grossly  ignorant  as  to  mistake  our 
(rest  ia  this  matter.  We  know  that,  without 
amerce,  without  a  market  for  the  surplus  pro- 
itioQs  of  our  labor,  we  should  be  deprived  of 
By  of  those  articles  which  long  habit  has  made 
essary  to  our  ease  and  comfort.  If,  then,  we 
DOt  grossly  ignorant  of  our  true  interest, 
hiog  can  be  mdre  unfounded  than  the  accusa- 
lof  the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Ger- 
K.)  The  charge  must  be  the  result  of  igoo- 
ee  or  prejudice.  Mr.  C.  said  he  would  not 
ow  the  example  of  that  gentleman  by  saying, 
rrhaps  this  prejudice  mi^ht  be  an  honest  pre- 
ice."  No,  he  woald  not  insult  the  feelings  of 
I  gentleman ;  be  would  not  question  his  yera- 
f  or  integrity  by  stating  hypothetieally,  "  that 
haps  bis  opinions  were  honest."  Whilst  he 
tiled  this  unfounded  charge  in  the  manner 
lich  its  nature  imperiously  demanded,  he  had 
liesitation  in  admitting  that  the  opinions  of 
K  gentlemen,  whether  the  result  of  prejudice 
of  ignorance,  were  strictly  honest.  Mr.  C. 
i  there  was  no  man  in  the  nation  mord  friendly 
that  commerce  which  he  had  described  than 
was,  and  that  no  part  of  the  nation  cherished 
tiih  more  ardor  than  that  which  he  in  part 
^  the  honor  to  represent  on  this  floor.  But,  sin 
•nba  commerce  which  has  been  prosecuted 
a  very  great  extent  by  the  commercial  capital- 
I  of  the  United  States,  for  the  prosperity  of 
uch  the  agricultural  part  of  the  nation  do  nor 
« the  same  solicitude. 

u  the  year  1807,  the  United  States  exported 
wards  of  $59,000,000  of  foreign  productions. 
^^  commerce  has  no  connexion  with  or  de- 
8<ieuce  upon  the  annual  surplus  prodticlions  of 
KcouQtry,  which  is  the  onijr  commerce  that  es- 
Aiially  promotes  domestic  industry  and  multi- 
"^  the  domestic  comforts  of  the  great  mass  of 
^« people.  This  commerce,  which  is  the  le^iti- 
»teoflspring  of  war,  and  expires  with  thelrst 
BWiuQg  of  peace,  is  prosecuted  principally  by 
i^r  comoiercial  cities  to  the  east  and  north  of 
le  Potomac.    The  landholders,  the  country  peo- 


ple, the  great  mass  of  agriculturists  in  the  United 
States,  never  had,  and  never  can  have  any  direct 
interest  it.  The  farmer  of  the  Eastern  and  Mid- 
dle Slates,  and  the  planter  of  the  Southern  iind 
Western  States,  stand  in  the  same  relation  to  this 
commerce.  Whether  it  be  prosperous  or  adverse, 
is  a  matter  of  small  concern  to  them,  and  noth- 
ing but  an  effort  of  pure,  disinterested  patriotism 
could  induce  them  to  jeopardize  the  peace  and 
happiness  of  the  nation,  and  stake  the  prosperity 
of  tne  direct  commerce  of  the  country,  for  the 
protection  of  this  mushroom  commerce.  This 
trade,  which  was  carried  on  chiefly  ia  the  pro- 
ductions of  the  French  and  Spanish  colonies, 
was  almost  eradicated  in  1805  by  the  djcisions  of 
the  British  Court  of  Admiraltr,  which  establish- 
ed  the  principle  that  neutrals  should  prosecute  no 
trade  in  time  of  war  which  they  did  not  enjoy 
in  peace.  This  decision  did  not  affect  the  direct 
commerce  of  the  nation.  That  commerce  in 
which  the  agriculturist,  the  farmer,  and  the  plant- 
er, has  so  deep  an  interest,  was  prosecuted  as  sue* 
cessfully  as  tnougfa  this  decision  had  never  been 
made.  But  an  acquiescence  in  this  principle  of 
the  British  Qovernmeat,  asserted  and  promulga- 
ted through  its  Courts  of  Admiralty,  would  have 
been  an  abandonment  of  the  colonial  carrying 
trade,  which  had  been  so  extensively  prosecoXed 
by  o^r  commercial  cities  during  the  present  Eu- 
ropean war.  As  a  neutral  nation,  we  had  a  right 
to  prosecute  this  trade,  however  deeply  it  might 
affect  the  interest  of  either  of  the  belligerent  na- 
tions. That  the  extensive  prosecution  of  this 
trade  deeply  affected  the  interest  of  Great  Britain 
ciionot  be  denied.  It  impoverished  her  West  In- 
dia planters,  aod  cherished  and  promoted  the  pros- 
perity of  those  of  France  and  Spain,  with  whom 
she  was  at  war.  The  merchants  of  the  United 
States,  under  our  system  of  drawbacks,  were  en- 
abled to  undersell  the  British  merchants  in  foreign 
markets.  The  productions  of  the  French  and 
Spanish  West  Indies,  throuffh  our  agency,  found 
a  profitable  market^  to  the  almost  total  exclusion 
of  those  of  Great  Britain.  It  appears  by  a  report 
made  to  the  British  House  of  Commons  several' 
years  aoro.  that  the  best  managed  estate  in  Ja- 
maica did  not  yield  more  than  seven  per  cent., 
and  that  the  average  produce  of  estates  in  that 
island  did  not  exceed  three-aod-a^half  per  cent. 
The  committee  which  made  this  report  to  the 
House  of  Commons,  ascribe  the  unproductive- 
ness of  the  West  India  estates  to  the  commerce 
which  the  Americali  merchants  carried  on  in  the 
productions  of  their  enemies'  colonies,  to  the  total 
exclusion  of  the  productions  of  the  British  West 
India  islands  from  the  markets  of  the  continent  of 
Europe.  Among  the  remedies  proposed  for  that 
evil  by  the  committee  is,  the  exclusion  of  the 
American  merchants,  not  simply  froni  this  com- 
merce, but  from  all  commerce  with  their  enemies' 
colonies,  even  for  home  consumption.  Aeaiost 
the  decision  made  by  their  Courts  of  Admiralty  in 
1805,  which  was  intended  to  give  the  British  mer- 
chants the  exclusive  right  of  vending  West  India 
productions  in  the  Continental  markets,  the  Ame- 
rican merchants  in  the  principal  commercial  cit- 
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ies  most  solemoly  protested,  and  presenied  me* 
morials  to  Congress,  in  which  they  represented 
the  direful  effects  it  was  calculated  to  produce. 
They  slated  that  their  warehouses  were  full  of 
Vfe&i  India  productions,  which  must  perish  on 
their  hands  unless  the  British  Government  could 
be  induced  to  abandon  this  principle:  they  pro- 
posed a  special  mission,  and  ^edged  themsely«s 
to  support  any  measure  the  Uoyernment  should 
adopt  for  vindication  of  this  right,  so  essential  to 
their  interest.  A  special  mission  was  sent. 
Shortly  after  this  event  the  Berlin  decree  was 
promulgated,  and  the  British  Ministry  seized 
upon  it  as  a  pretext,  not  simply  to  enforce  the 
principle  test ablisbed  in  their  Coulrts  of  Admi- 
ralty, that  neutrals  should  prosecute  no  trade  in 
war  which  they  did  not  enjoy  in  peace  ;  but  that 
neutrals  should  not  trade  with  any  port  or  place 
from  which  their  vessels  were  excluded,  unless 
they  should  first  enter  a  British  port  and  pay  tri- 
bute, under  the  denomination  of  transit  duties. 
Thus,  b^  contending  for  the  right  of  trade  in  the 
productions  of  the  belligerent  colonies;  by  insist- 
ing to  be  the  carriers  of  France  and  Spain  and 
their  colonies,  when  they  were  unable  to  carry 
for  themselves,  we  have  jeopardized  the  general 
commerce  of  the  nation — we  fiave  sacrificed  that 
commerce  which  is  essential  to  the  internal 
growth  and  improvement  of  the  country,  and  to 
the  comfort  and  happiness  of  the  people.  And  yet, 
sir,  we  ate  told  that  we  have  done  nothin/c  lor 
commerce ;  that  w^  have  ruined  commerce ;  nay, 
sir,  we  are  upbraided  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York^  (Mr.  German,)  with  having  intended  to 
ruin  It,  and  that  the  people  of  the  Southern  and 
Western  States  are  radically  hostile  to  the  pros- 
perity of  commerce.  If,  sir,  we  would  take  the 
trouble  of  examining  this  subjedt  rationally,  the 
charge  of  hostility  to  commerce  would  never  be 
reiterated  against  the  Southern  and  Western 
States.  There  is  no  possible  point  of  collision 
between  those  States  and  Great  Britain. '  What 
is  the  summit  of  our  wishes  in  relation  to  com- 
merce? A  good  market  for  the  surplus  prod uc* 
tions  of  our  labor.  What  nation  furnishes  us 
with  the  most  extedtive  and  suitable  market  for 
(bis  surplus?  Great  Britain.  From  whom  do 
we  receive  the  supply  of  articles  which  habit  has 
tnade  necessary  to  our  comfort?  From  Great 
Britain.  The  benefits  resulting  from  the  inter- 
course between  the  United  States, and  especially 
the  Southern  and  Western  States,  and  that  na- 
tion, when  conducted  upon  just  and  liberal  prin- 
ciples, are  strictly  reciprocal. 

Where  is  the  point  of  collision  between  the 
Southern  and  Western  States  and  Great  Britain  ? 
None.  That  point  is  to  be  found  alone  in  the 
Eastern  and  Middle  States.  The  principle  that 
neutral.5  should  enjoy  no  trade  in  war  not  per- 
mitted in  peace,  did  not  affect  the  Southern  and 
Western  States;  it  almost  exclusively  affected 
the  commercial  cities  to  the  north  and  east  of 
the  Potomac.  The  principle  gave  way  to,  or 
rather  was  merged  in  the  Orders  in  Council  of 
November,  1807,  which  alike  destroyed  the  direct  I 
commerce  of  the  country,  and  the  colonial  carry- 1 


ing  trade,  with  the  whole  world,  ei cent  to 
Britain  and  the  few  ports  then  open  to  her  r 
These  orders  were  the  result  of  the  pressure 
upon  her  Cbuneila  by  the  merchants  tradia^ 
the  West  Indies,  and  the  inhabitants  of  ihi 
islands;  or  they  were  the  result  of  a  mean 
sordid  jealousy  of  the  commercial  prosperity 
the  United  States.    If  they  were  the  resolr 
the  first  cause  assigned,  the  contest  nowaboot 
be  waged  will  be  Undertaken  wholly-  on  ace 
of  the  com merciar part  of  the  nation;  beet 
the  agriculturist,  in  whatever  part  of  the  U 
States  he  may  reside,  whether  in  the  Eas 
and  Middle  or  Southern  and  Western  States,  bu 
interest  in  the  colonial  carrying  trade.     If  the 
ond  cause  assigned  should  be  the  true  one,  ire  ha 
only  to  ascertain  which  of  the  States  are  pnjic 
pally   agricultural,  and  which  are   principd 
commercial,  to  determine  upon  whose  aceoi 
the  intended  war  is  to  be  prosecuted.    Thee 
test  then  which  we  are  aoout  to  commeDce, 
alreadjr  stated,  is  the  result  of  the  colonial  ci 
ing  trade,  or  it  is  the  result  of  the  comme 
jealousy  of  Great  Britain ;  it  is,  therefore,  a 
test  rendered  necessary  by  the  injustice  of  ( 
Britain,  to  which  injustice  she  has  been  tid 
by^  the  pursuits  and  interests  of  the  commei 
cities  in  the  Middle  and  Eastern  States,  aod 
by  those  of  the  Southern  and  Western  Siai 
tf  this  contest  is  now  given  up-^dishoDora 
abandoned — the  disgrace  of  that  abandoom 
and  the  total  exclusion  from  the  colonial  cai 
ing  trade  consequent  thereon,  must  rest  upoa 
Eastern  gentlemen.    Let  them  consider  of  it ; 
them  abandon  it  at  their  peril.    Once  abaodo 
by  those  exclusively  interested  in  it,  we  sbi 
not  again  be  lightly  induced  to  jeopardize 
direct  commerce  of  the  nation,  by  engaging  ii 
contest  where  we  have  everything  to  (ose,  ai 
nothing  to  gain — a  contest  to  which,  under  sm 
circumstances,  we  shall  be  impelled  neither  I 
interest  or  honor,  and  in  the  prosecution  of  wbi( 
we  shall  have  just  reason  to  apprehend  the  d 
fection  of  those  for  whose  benefit  it  would  I 
undertaken. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachaset 
(Mr.  Lloyo)  has  presented  for  the  consideraU( 
of  the  Senate,  a  comparative  statement  of  tl 
land  and  nav^  force  necessary  for  the  preset 
tion  of  a  war  with  Great  Britain.  The  stai 
ments  and  arguments  of  that  gentleman  are« 
titled  to  great  weight,  but  there  is  just  rea:»oQ 
doubt  the  correct uess\ of  his  calculations  inil 
nresent  case.  He  has  supposed  that  the  regali 
force  and  volunteers,  making  together  eighiy-fi' 
thousand,  will  cost  the  nation  annually  $45,00( 
000.  It  is  believed  that  this  estimate  mustl 
incorrect,  because  the  estimate  for  ten  thou^an 
men  for  the  present  year  is  less  than  $3,000.00 
Admitting,  then,  that  eishty-five  thousand  me 
will  be  kept  in  service  the  whole  year,  the  e 
pense,  according  to  this  estimate,  will  not  exce^ 
$26,000,000 ;  and  there  is  strong  reason  to  coi 
fide  in  their  accuracy,  because  it  is  believed  tti 
estimates  of  this  department  have  never  bed 
deficient.    But  it  is  not  expected,  or  believed 
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at  aof  large  proportion  of  the  rolaoteers  will 
I  called  into  service  at  any  ODe  time,  or  remaia 
Dg  io  service  when  called  udod.  It  is,  there- 
re,  not  probable  that  the  land  service  will  cost 
e  nation  more,  than  (15^000,000,  becatiie  the 
golar  force,  if  kept  in  service  the  whole  year^ 
lU  not  require  an  expenditure  of  more  than 
LL00O,OOO,Rnd  it  is  believed  that  the  volunteers 
id  militia  who  may  be  called  into  service  will 
H  cost  the  nation  more  than  ^,000,000.  The 
ikuIatiuDs  of  the  honorable  . gentleman  from 
Isssachosetts  (Mr.-  Li*0Tn,)  relative  Kfthe  Navy, 
e  liable  to  objections  of  a  different  nature.  He 
timates  the  present  naval  force  of  the  United 
tates  as  equal  to  fen  stout  frigates,  and  the  ex - 
mse  of  buildiojt  twenty  frigates  of  thirty-six, 
ins  ai  93,420.000.  The  annual  expense  of 
iriy  frigates  he  estimates  at  $3,060,000.  The 
.timates  of  the  War  Department  are  not  relied 
poD  by  the  honorable  genileman,  notwithstand- 
ig  the  history  of  that  department  entitles  them 
>  the  fullest  credit,  while  the  estimates  of  thie 
ary  Department  are  impltciily  received  by 
iiB,  Dotwitbatanding  th^  history  of  thatdepart- 
eot,  from  its  organization  to  the  present  dav, 
roves  conclusively  that  they  cannot  be  safely 
lied  on.  That  the  estimates  of  that  depart- 
eot,  upon  which  the  honorable  gentlenian  has 
uaded  his  calculations,  are  not  entitled  to  im- 
icit  faiih.  can  be  clearly  demonstrated.  The 
(siels  in  service  in  the  year  1808  carried  one 
aodred  and  sixty-two  guns,  and  cost  the  nation 
l/)5t).372,  which  is  at  the  rate  of  $6,520  per 
3D.  At  this  rate  of  expense,  thirty  frigates  of 
lirty-six  guns  would  coat  the  nation  annually 
7,041,880. .  In  1809,  we  had  three  hundred  and 
ftv-four  gvtns  in  service,  which  cost  $2,816;129, 
rh'ich  is  $7,736  per  gun.  At  this  rate  of  expense 
le  thirty  frigates  would  annually  cost  $8,354,- 
¥).  In  1812,  the  estimates  are  for  three  huiH 
red  and  fifty-six  guns,  and  the  expense  is  estt- 
ntted  at  f2.504,669,  which  is  $7,035  per  gun. 
It  this  rate  of  expense  the  thirty  frigates  would 
Bst  annually  $7,597,800.  The  estimates  of  these 
ears  have  been  resorted  to  because  they  were 
le  only  estimates  which  were  at  my  lodgti;|gs. 
%e  average  annual  expense  of  a  gun  during 
^ese  three  years  has  beeo  $7,130.  and  the  annual 
Xpense  of  the  thirty  frigates  would  accordingly 
e  87,700,400,  instead  of  $3,060,000,  as  estimated 
ly  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
Mr.  Lloyd.)  that  gentiemin  estimates  the 
aiiual  cost  of  repairs  at  12  per  cent.,  and  the 
rhole  expense  of  thirty  frigates  for  ten  years,  in- 
lading  the  original  cost  of  buildin|;  twenty  new 
mes,  at  $3^,85:ij,000.  The  thirty  frigates,  accord- 
Dg  to  the  average  expense  of  three  years  of  peace, 
tttually  incurred,  will  cost  the  nation  in  ten 
re^s  ^7,004,000^  to  which  add  the  cost  of  the 
twenty*  new  frigates,  and  twelve  per  ceoL  annu- 
ally on  ibat  sum,  and  on  the  cost  of  those  now  in 
service  estimated  atf  h^lf  that  amount,  and  you 

•  $3,420,000. 

t  $1,710)000,  making  $5,180,000,  twelve  per  cent, 
for  tea  years  is  $6,156,000,  making  together  $9,576,- 
DOO,  a&d  added  to  977,004,000  is  $86,690,000.  . 


will  have  the  aggregate  sum  of  986^580,000,  in- 
stead of  the  sum  of  $39,853,000  as  estimated  by^ 
that  gentleman. 

But  there  is  just  reason  to  believe  that  the  es- 
timates now  presented  are  under,  rather  than  ove^ 
the  (ruth.  The  estimates  of  that  department  have 
frequently  been  deficient,  an4  extmordinary  ap- 
propriations have  several  times  been  made  to 
supply  those  deficiencies.  The  allowance  for  re- 
pairs, it  is  believed,  will  be  found  to  be  wholly 
insufficient  in  time  of  peace,  and  much  more  so 
in  war.  In  December,  1809,  the  head  of  that 
department  stated  that  the  vessels  then  in  service 
had  been  so  thoroughly  repaired,  that  in  the 
opinion  of  practical  men  they  were  greatly  supe* 
rior  to  what  they  were  when  first  launched,  and 
that  in  consequence  thereof,  $150,000  would  b^ 
sufiScient  to  keep  them  in  repair  for  one  year. 
At  the  end  of  the  yeaC}  however,  it  appeared 
$410,000  had  been  expended  in  repairs,  notwith« 
standing  their  great  superioriry  to  new  vessels.  * 

Mr.  President:  The  estimates  which  have  been 
taken  as  the  basis  of  my  calculation,  can  bedem-' 
ODstrated  to  be  less  than  what  they  roust  be  in 
time  of  war.  In  the  year  1809,  $175,000  were 
transferred  from  the  article  of  provisions  to  those 
of  repairs,  freight,  and  other  contingent  expenses, 
when  the  whole  amount  of  the  appropriations 
for  provisions  was  only  $567,000.  In  the  year 
1810,  $150^000  were  transferred  from  provisions 
to  repairs,  when  the  whole  sum  appropriated  for 
that  object  was  $353,610,  and  $110,000  were 
transferred  from  the  pay  to  the  repair  of  vessels 
al^o,  when  the  appropriation  for  that  object  was 
$718,115.  These  facts  prove  beyond  the  possi* 
bility  of  doubt,  that  the  number  of  men  author- 
ized to  be  employed  were  neither  fed  or  paid, 
and  consequently  were  i^ot  employed.  But  ia 
time  of  war,  the  full  complement  of  men  must* 
foe  employed,  and  the  article  o(  repairs^  which  in 
time  of  peace  has  so  greatly  exceeded  the  esti-^ 
mates,  must  in  time  of  war.  if  they  perform  any 
service,  be  swelled  to  an  amount  vastly  beyond 
that  estimated  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  (  Mr.  L.)  The'  expense  of  a  navy 
of  thirty  frigates,  according  to  the  actual  expense 
of  that  department  already  incurred,  cannot  be 
safely  estimated  at  less  than  $10,000,000  annually. 

The  honorable  gentleman  thinks  that  a  nav^l 
force  of  thirty  frigates  employed  in  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  enemy's  commerce  would  make  her 
calculate — would  bring  her  to  terms.  Mr^  C. 
said  if  he  could  believe  this  he  most  certainljr 
would  vote  for  the  proposition;  but  believing 
that  every  seaipan  employed  in  the  public  ves- 
sels would  be  a  diminutioo  of  that  force  by, 
which  the  enemy  was  to  be  most  vitally  as^ 
sailed,  be  was  constrained  to  vote  against  it.  The 
hoaorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky  has  said,  if 
thirty  frigates  can  bring  Great  Britain  to  terms, 
why  has  not  the  Emperor  of  France  brought  her 
to  terms,  as  he  is  able  to  send  out  one  hundred 
of  such  frigates.  If  the  gentleman  from  Massa* 
cbusetts  (Mr.  L.)  is  ri^ht,  Bonaparte  possesses 
the  means,  and  no  man  doubts  that  he  cherishes 
the  dispositioD,  to  annoy  his  enemy  so  as  to  bring 
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her  to  terms.  Btit  he  has  failed  in  all  of  bb  at- 
tempts, and  would  no  doubt  fail  were  be  to  make 
this. 

Tbe  use  proposed  to  be  made  of  these  frigates, 
if  built,  eertainly  meets  my  approba|ion.  The. 
idea  oi  protecting  our  commerce  by  a  naval 
force,  which  has  Seen  pressed  with  so  much  ve- 
hemence by  some  of  our  navy  gentlemen,  is 
worse  than  visionary.  A  navy  can  injure  com- 
merce^ but  cannot  afibrd  it  protection,  unless  it 
annihilates  the  oaral  force  of  the  adverse  nation. 
Unless,  therefore,  we  have  the  means  of  creating 
and  supporting  a  naval  force  able  to  contend  sac- 
•cessfuily  with  the  British  navy  for  the  empire  of 
the  seas,  we  most  abandon  all  idea  of  protecting 
our  commerce  against  that  nation.  Great  Britain, 
with  her  thousand  ships  of  war^  is  unable  <o  pro- 
tect her  commerce  even  in  sight  of  her  own 
coasts.  According  to  my  understanding  of  the 
Tiews  of  the  honorable  gentlemen,  these  thirty 
frigates  are  to  be  employed  in  destroying  the 
commerce  of  the  enemy,  and  not  in  fighting  her 
public  armed  vessels.  They  are  in  fact  to  be 
national  privateers.  In  this  point  of  view,  the 
proposition  to  cashier  the  officer  who  should 
strike  the  American  flag  seems  to  be  at  war  with 
the  nature  of  their  employment.  They  are  to 
direct  (heir  efforts  to  the  destruction  of  merchant 
Tessels,  and  to  avoid  collision  with  the  ships  of 
war.  It  is  to  be  apprehended  that  men,  whose 
duty  it  is  to  avoid  serious  conflicts  with  the 
enemy,  will  grow  timid  from  habit,  and  will  re- 
sist but  feebly  when  inevitably  forced  rnto  them. 
The  character  of  the  naval  oAcers  of  theUnited 
States  makes  a  regulation  of  this  kind  wholly 
unnecessary.  Their  enterprise,  their  courage, 
and  intrepidity,  are  too  well  established  to  re- 
quire a  regulation  of  such  severity.  As  then  the 
gentleman  does  not  intend  to  dispute  the  sover- 
eignty even  of  our  own  seas  with  our  expected 
enem^  with  this  naval  force,  but  intends  to  em- 
ploy It  in  the  destruction  of  merchant  vessels,  an 
increase  of  that  force  appears  to  me  to  be  wholly 
unnecessary  and  impolitic.  Individual  enterprise, 
directed  by  individual  interest,  will  more  effectu- 
ally destroy  the  commerce  or  tbe  enemy,  than 
any  number  of  friffates  in  the  power  of  this 
Government  to  build  and  employ.  The  Balti- 
more Federal  Sepublican  states  that  a  French 
privateer  in  the  Atlantic  ocean  has  captured 
about  thirty  merchant  vessels,  and  that  the  im- 
pression made  by  this  single  privateer  was  so 
serious  that  thirteen  vessels,  several  of  which 
were  frigates,  were  employed  in  cruising  for  her. 
The  troth  oi  this  statement  may  be  relied  on, 
because  that  paper  is  not  in  the  habit  of  exagger- 
ating Preach  successes,  or  of  aggravating  British 
sufferings.  But  it  is  said,  that  although  our  pri- 
vateers were  successful  at  the  commencement  of 
the  Revolutionary  War,  before  the  conclusion  of 
that  contest  they  were  entirely  destroyed.  Ad- 
mitting the  fact  to  be  true,  it  does  not  necessarily 
follow  that  such  will  be  the  result  of  the  war 
DOW  in  contemplation.  After  the  first  years  of 
that  contest,  the  British  forces  were  in  possession 
of  the  principal  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United 


States,  whteh  ma^e  it  extremely  hazardous  fa 
our  privateers  to  approach  our  own  coasts,  o 
enter  our  own  harbors.  It  is  expected  that  oa 
situation  will  be  very  different  in  the  ereota 
war  at  this  time.  Instead  of  possessing  the  pria 
cipal  ports  of  tbe  United  States  we  expect  to  a 
pel  them  from  the  whole  of  tlieir  cootinentf 
possessions  in  our  neighborhood.  If  this  shoai 
be  the  result  of  tbe  war,  their  means  of  aocoi 
iog  our  commerce,  and  of  destroying  our  pnri 
teers,  wiH  be  greatly  diniinished,  and  their  powi 
of  protecting  tbeir  commerce  from  the  depredi 
tions  of  our  privateers  will  suffer  an  equal  diiai 
notion.  ^ 

Mr.  C.  said  that  his  friend  from  Kentockf.iJ 
the  discussion  of  this  question,  had  taken  a  vieil 
of  the  taxf  s  which  were  intended  to  be  impo>eilii 
the  event  of  war.  Everjr  measure  of  additicaj 
expense  at  the  present  time  involves,  at  leasts 
contemplation,  toe  idea  of  additional  taxes ;  bs 
he  should  have  been  glad  if  this  incidental  tm 
of  that  subject  had  been  oihitted  by  his  hoooral 
friend,  who,  notwithstanding  his  objections, 
tends  to  vote  for  such  of  those  taxes  as  the  e] 
gencies  of  the  nation  shall  require*  Some  of 
observations  appeared  calculated  to  make  an 
favorable  impression  upon  the  public  miiid,agaii 
internal  taxation;  althooffh  he  waa  cooriDcej 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  did  not  iDiesj 
them  to  have  th&t  effe<!t.  If  we  engage  in  w« 
these  taxes  will  be  necessary,  and  it  will  be  i 
subject  of  deep  regret  if  they  should  be  rendere 
more  obiectionable  by  the  observations  of  thosl 
who  feel  the  necessity  of  imposing  them.  T^ 
direct  and  internal  taxes  imposed  during  m 
Adams's  administration  were  certainly  uupopDlu 
But,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  had  always  cinderstood  tbi 
they  were  so,  because  they  were  believed  to  u 
unnecessary,  and  because  they  were  imposed  i 
the  most  objectionable  form.  The  measures! 
expense  adopted  by  that  Administration  mail 
those  taxes  necessary ;  but  it  was  believed  ibi| 
the  expensive  measures  then  adopted  were  oa 
required  by  the  actual  state  of  afluirs.  The  oi 
tion  disapproved  of  the  object,  for  the  attainmea 
of  which  those  expensive  measures  were  adopted 
and  consequently  were  oppo^  to  the  addiiioot 
taxes  which  were  imposed  at  that  time. 

If  war  is  now  thought  to  be  necessary  by  th 
nation;  we  ought  not  to  doubt  for  a  moment  tbi 
the  people  will  willingly  furnish  the  means  oc 
cessary  for  its  vigorous  and  successful  proseci 
tion.  If  there  is  not  a  sufficiency  of  good  sens 
and  patriotism  in  the  nation  to  submit  to  the  im 
positions  necessary  for  the  successful  executioj 
of  thoee  measures  which  have  been  adopted  poi 
suant  to  their  wishes,  and  for  the  protectioo  o 
their  rights,  then  indeed  our  rights  and  libert] 
are  but  empty  names — the  idea  of  our  free  ao< 
happy  Government,  an  idle  phantom  1  Whenere 
the  fact  shall  be  demonstrated,  the  preservatioi 
of  our  Constitution,  and  the  integrity  of  tht 
Union,  will  not  be  worth  a  struggle.  But,  udIi 
it  is  deo^onstrated,  its  possibility  ought  not  to  b 
admitted,  and  will  not  be  admitted  by  tbe  Na 
tional  Legislature. 
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TnssoAY,  MftTch  3. 

Mr.  CRAwroRD,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
preferred  the  bill,  entitled  "  Ao  act' for  the  re- 
pf  of  the  Board  of  Coramisdioners  west  of  PeRrl 
wP  reported  it  without  amendmeDt. 
Mr.  Lloyd  stated  that-  he  had  reoeived,  and 
ktd  leave  to  sttbmit  to  th^  Senate,  a^  reaoliittoo 
'the  Legislature  of  the  Comfiion wealth  of  Mas* 
chusetts^  approved  by'his  Exeelleocy.  the  Gov- 
Bor,  Stan Dg  the  perfeet  ability  .and  disposition 
'  the  goveroment  of  that  Cpmmonwealth  to 
ake  the  most  prompt  provisions  for  the  ioune- 
ite  supply  of  such  blankets  and  clothing  as  the 
Hierai  Goveroment  may  wish  to  efMitractwith 
e  citizens  of  the  Commonwealth  for,  sufficient 
meet  any  contingency  which  may  occur,  and 
request  information  of  any  other  articles  which 
e  or  may  be  wanted  for  supplying  the  Indians, 
there  ean  be  no  doabt  of  the  ability  of  the  Com* 
onveakh  to  supply,  by  contract,  any  such  arti* 
es,  mostly,  if  not  altogether,  from  their  own 
tDufaetories  7  and  the  resolution  was  readr 
Mr.  Tatlob,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
bred  the  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  making  a  fur- 
tr  appropriation  for  the defenceof  our  maritime 
toiler,"  reported  it  amended. 
Oq  motion,  by  Mr.  Lbib,  the  further  oonsidera- 
to  of  (he  bill  authorizing  a  subseciptioti  for  the 
hrsof  the  United  States,  was  postpoDadto  the 
M  Monday  io.  April  next. 
The  bill  to  incorporate  Moses  Aoslio,  JolM 
be  Joaes.  Henry  Austin,  and'  oth^ts,  -ntto  m 
ttpaoy,  by  the  name  of  the  Lojiisiana  Lead 
bpany,  was  resumed ;  and,  aAer  debate,  on 
Hion  by  Mr.  Llotd,  the  bill  was  referred  to  « 
feci  com  mi  It  ee,  to  consist  of  five  members,  fur- 
tt  to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs 
iADLEv,  Llotd,  Grboo,  Cotts,  aad  I^bib.  were 

Cinred  the  committee. 
r.  SniTto,  of  Maryland,  eabmitted  the  follow- 
\  notiob  for  eonsidemtioo : 

KewW,  That  the  President  of  the  United-  States 
Nqaegted  to  eanse  to  be  laid  before  this  Hottse  such 
RmatioD  as  he  may  possess  relative  to  eaptures 
He  by  the  belligarents  since  the  38d  day  of  June, 
tl,of  Tetaels  of  the  United  Sutes  bound  to  or  from 
)  Bftltie,  or  within  tbat  sea ;  partieolanzhig  the  na- 
t  of  the  eaptovsy  the  oaoie  sailed  Ibr  detention, 
>ouMi  of  the  vasaals,  masters,  and  ownen,  and  the 
|t  to  vbieh  the  veaela  so  detained  belonged. 
Mr.  CampbIbll,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  com- 
<iee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
u  act  to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit 
irt  of  the  Untied  States  at  Kooxville,  in  the 
itnct  of  Bant  Tennessee,  in  the  State  of  Ten- 
we,»  reported  it  amended. 
«^e  Senate  resnm^,  ma  in  Committee .  of  the 
w)le,  the  conaideration  of  the  bill  sopplemen- 
rr  to  (be  act,  eptttled  '^An  act  to  ribgulate  th« 
*^^ioo  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,"  10- 
loer  with  the  amendmeDt  Reported  thereto  by 
««leci  committee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr,  Ba^abb,  the  further  eon- 
i«niion  of  this  bill  was  postponed  untilthe  first 
^wy  in  December  aext. 
ibe  third  tending  pf  the  bill  in  addition  to  the 
12th  Con.  Ist  Ssss.— 6 


act,  antitled  *'  An  act  supplementary  to  the  act, 
entitled  '  An  act  concerning  the  commercial  in- 
tercourse between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  and  France,  and  iheiv  dependencies,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  was. resumed;  and,  after  de- 
bate, on  motion  by  Mr.  Taylob,  the  bill  was  re- 
committed to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of 
five  members^  further  to  consider  and  report  there- 
on; and  Messrs.  Tayloh,  Cbawfobd,  Lloyd, 
Rbbo,  and  Smith,  of  Maryland,  were  appointed 
the' committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  supplementary  to 
*  An  act  providing  for.  the  accommodation  of  the 
General  Post  Office  aiui  Patent  Office,  and  for 
other  purposes,'^  was  read  the  third  time,  and 


Mr.  PoP£  communicated  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Unlucky,  recom- 
meDdiojr  an  inaprovement  of  the  militia  system 
of  the  United  States;  also^a  resolution  requesti* 
isg  their  Senators  an4  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress to  endeavor  to  procure  the  establish  meat  of 
certain  roads  or  highways  therein  mention edy 
under  the  atithority  of  the  General  Ooverament ; 
ami  thfe  resolutions  were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  concerning  the  Naval  Establish- 
ment ;  and  it  was  agreed  that  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 


WBDNEsoAy,  March  4. 

The  Senate  resnin^d,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  '^  An  act  to  alter  the  time 
of  holding  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States 
at  Knoxville,  in  the  district  of  East  Tennessee,  in 
the  State  of  Tennessee,'^  together  with  the  amend- 
ments reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee ; 
Biid,  having  agreed  ta  the  amendments,  the  Presi- 
dent reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  4)uestion,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time,  as  amended  1  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmatrve. 

The  Senate  resuoaed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whble^  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^*  An 
act  givmff  further  time  for  registering  claima  to 
land  io  the  western  district  of  the  Territory  of 
Orleans;"  and  it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday  by  Mr*  Smith,  of  Mary« 
land,  and  the  motion  was  amended  and  agreed 
to,  as  follows : 

JRmdvid,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  thia 
House  such  infortnalion  as  he  may  possess  rela- 
tive to  captures  mada  by  the  belligerents  since 
the  1st  day  of  May,  1811,  of  vessels  of  the  United 
Statea,  bound  to  or  from  the  Baltic,  or  within 
that  sea ;  particularizing  the  nation  of  the  cap« 
tora,  the  calise  assigned  for  detention,  the  names 
of  the  vessels,  masters,  and  owners,  and  the  port 
to  which  the  vessels  so  detained  belonged. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  i>ill,  entitled  ^  An 
act  making  a  further  appropriation  for  the  de- 
fence of  out  maritime  frontier,"  together  with 
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the  amend ment  reported  thereto  by  the  select 
committee;  and,  haring  aspreed  to  the  amend- 
ment, the  President  reported  the  bilt  to  the  House 
accordingly.  ' 

On  the  qaestion,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  aflBrm- 
atire. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners 
west  of  Pearl  river ;"  and  it  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  following  Message  was  receiyed  from  the 
Prebident  of  the  Uniteo  States: 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States  ,- 

At  the  request  of  the  Convention  assembled  in  the 
Territory  of  Orleans  on  the  22d  day  of  NoYember  Itst, 
I  transmit  to  Congress  the  proceedings  of  that  body,  in 
pnracMtnce  of  the  act,  entitled  **  An  act  to  enable  the 
people  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans  to  ibrm  a  constitn- 
tton  and  State  government,  and  Ibr  the  admission  of 
the  said  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with 
the  original  States,  and  for  other  purposes. 

JAilES  MADISON. 

Mabcb  3, 1812. 

The  Message  and  documents  therein  referred 
to  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  ascertain  and 
designate  certain  boundaries;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 


on  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  ibr  improriDg  t 
paviffation  of  the  river  Potomac,  opposite  the 
of  Washington ;  irod  the  bill  was  read,  and 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  ij 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "A 
act  concerniog  the  Naval  Establishment."  " 
gether  with  the  amendments. 

After  debate,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Thursday,  March  5. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Llotd,  the  /memorial  of 
John  Parker,  of  Boston,. presented  .the  2d  instant* 
together  with  the  accompanying  iwpers,  was  re^ 
ferred  to  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
State,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  aseertain  and  designate  certain 
boundaries,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "*  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  west  of  Pearl  riTer," 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  *' Au  act  giving  further  time 
for  registering  claims  to  land  in  the  western  dis- 
trict m  the  Territory  of  Orleans,",  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Oilman,  fVom  the  committee,  reported  the 
amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^^  An  act  to  alter 
the  time  of  holdinff  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United 
States  at  Knox7ifle,  in  this  district  of  East  Ten- 
nessee, in  the  State  of  Tennessee,"  correctly  en* 
grossed,  and  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time,  as 
amended,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Oilman,  from  the  committee,  also  reported 
the  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  a  further  appronriation  for  the  defence  of 
our  maritime  frontier,''  correctly  engrossed,  and 
the  bill,  was  read  the  third  time,  as  amended,  and 
passed.  * 

Mr.  Andsrson,  from  the  i^ommittee  appointed 


Friday,  March  6. 

The  bill  for  improving  the  navigation  of  th 
river  Potomac  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  u 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  for  the  relief 
the  officers  and  soldiers  who  served  in  the  111 
campaign  on  the  Wabash,"  together  with  tl 
amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select  coa 
miltee ;  and,  after  debate,  on  motion  by  Mr.Pof 
the  bill  was  recommitted  to  a  select  commioe 
further  to  consider  and  report  thereon;  and  Messi 
PoPB,  Greoo,  and  Smith,  of  Maryland,  wereij 
pointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '^ 
act  concerniog  the  Naval  Establishment  f 
on  the  question  to  add  a  new  section  to  the 
proposed  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  in  the  following  wo 

**  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Prendeol 
the  United  States  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  aothoriied 
empower•d^  as  »peedily  as  may  be,  to  cause  to  be  I 

en  the  inost  ap^oved  model, frigates,  of  s  r&te 

exceeding  thiity-siz  gtws  each,  and  that  a  sum 

exceeding doUars  be,  and  Uie  same  im  berebj 

pTopriated  for  building  the  said  frigates*  out  of 
moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropritted 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative— yeas  1 
nays  19,  as  follows : 

iTsAs— Messrs.  Bayard,  Bibb.  Brent,  Dana,  Gens 
Giles,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  HoweU,  Hunter,  Lloyd,  Bii 
and  Smith,  of  Maryland. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Anderson*  Bradley,  Campbell, 
Ohio,  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawford,  Cbi 
Franklin,  Gaillard,  Gregg,  Lambert,  Lmh,  Pope,  A 
inson.  Smith  of  New  Vor^  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  i 
Yarnum. 

The  bill  was  further  amended  by  reducing  t 
appropriations  for  rcMirs  from  four  hundred  a 
eighty  thousand  to  three  hundred  thousand  ^< 
lars,  add  confining  its  application  to  the  repair 
the  frif^ates  Chesapeake,  Constellation,  and  Ada 
The  timber,  to  be  annually  purchased  for  tJi 
yearSj  is  to  be  such  aa  is  '^  suitable  for  reboild 
the  frigates  Philadelphia,  General  Greene,  N 
York,  and  Boston.'' 

A  new  section  was  ahm  added,  requiring  the 
vice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  to  all  nominst 
to  the  office  of  purser  in  the  Navy,  and  preclod 
any  one  from  actins  in  that  capacity  after  s  c 
tain  time  who  shallnot  have  been  thus  first  noj 
inated  and  appointed ;  they  are  'also  to  gire  boa 
in  an  amount  not  yet  fixed,  for  the  faithfol  (n 
for.mance  of  the  duties  of  purser,  dkc. 

The  bill  was,  a^  amended,  ordered  to  a  tbil 
readiug* 
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A  message  from  the  House  of  Represeotatires 
ifonned  tSe  Seaate  that  the  HoiiBe  hare  passed 
bill,  eotitled  "  Ao  act  sti pplemencary  to  *  Ad  act 
)  raise  tn  additional  military  force,"^  to  which 
ber  reqoest  the  coocarreDce  of  the  Seoate. 
The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
)  the  second  reading. 


MoiTDAT,  March  9. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

'USIOENT  OF  THE  UtIITBD  StATKS: 

^tke  Senate  and  Houu  of 

Repruentaiive&  of  the  Vniitd  Siaie$.- 
I  Uy  hebm  Congreif  copies  of  certain  documents 
^di  remain  in  the  Department  of  State.  They 
iov«  ihttytt  ft  recent  period,  whilst  the  United  States* 
otwUtutuding  the  wrongs  sustained  by  them,  ceased 
tot  to  olntrre  the  laws  of  peace  and  neutrality  to- 
rards  Grest  Britain*  and  in  the  midst  of  amicable  pro- 
eaitofis  and  negotiations  on  the  part  of  the  British 
loreniment,  through  its  public  Minister  here,  a  secret 
^eot  of  that  GoTernment  was  employed  in  certain 
lates,  more  espedally  at  the  seat  of  Government  in 
laotchasetts,  in  fomenting  disaffection  to  the  consti- 
aed  authoritiee  of  the  nation,  and  in  intrigues  with  the 
bffected,  fiv  the  purpose  of  bringing  about^lresistance 
^the  laws,  and  erentually,  in  concert  with  a  British 
e»,of  destroying  the  Union,  and  forming  tiie  eastern 
uit  thereof  into  a  political  connexion  with  Great 
liitaiA. 

Id  addition  to  the  efiect  which  the  discorery  of  such 
procedure  ought  to  have  on  the  public  conncilsy  it 
iiU  not  tail  to  render  more  dear  to  the  hearts  of  all 
pod  dtiiens  that  hap(^  Union  of  these  States,  which, 
sder  Divine  Prp^d^nce,  is  the  gurranty  of  their,  liber- 
ki,  their  safety,  their  tranquillity,  and  their  prosperity. 

JAMBS  MADISON. 
Much  9, 1813. 

The  Message  and  documents  therein  referred 
•were  read,  and  one  thousand  copies  of  the  Mes- 
igeind  documents  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the 
IK  of  the  Senate ;  and  on  motion  of  Mr-  Camp- 
BLL,  of  Tennessee,  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
bmiae  tbe  documents  above  referred  to,  and 
bngnate  such  as  may  be  necessary  to  be  printed. 

Messrs.  Campbbll,  of  Tennessee,  Brent,  and 
liTiRD,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
lOQsideration : 

^aohedf  That  the  SecreUry  of  State  be  directed  to 
>T  l)*^  the  Senate  the  names  of  any  and  all  persons 
Bthe  United  Sutes,  and  especially  in  tlie  State  of 
Vaattchosetts,  who  have  in  any  way  or  qianner  what- 
1*^  eatered  into,  or  most  retnotely  countenanced,  the 
fnjeoi  or  the  views^  for  the  ezeoutii^n  or  attainmept 
if  which  John  Henry  was^  in  the  year  1809,  employed 
7  8b  James  Craig,  then  Governor  General  of  ^e 
■ntish  provinces  in  North  America,  and  which  have 
■i>  (lay  been  communicated  to  Uie  Senate  of  the  Uni- 
W  Sutes. 

Mr.  GiLMAif,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
iraeadments  to  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  concern- 
ing ihe  Naval  Bstablisnment,"  correctly  engross- 
^'}  lad  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time  as 
vneoded,  and  the  blanks  were  filled. 

Oq  motion,  by  Mr.  BibB|  to  recommit  the  bill 


for  further  amendment,  if  was  determined  in  tha 
nentive. 

On  motion,  by  Mr,  Bradlet,  the  bill  was 
amended,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed  with 
amendments. 

Mr.  QiLss,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  so  much  of  tbe  Message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  of  the  5th  of  November,  as 
concerns  the  relations  between  the  United  States 
aud  France  and  Great  Britain,  further  reported, 
in  part,  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  designating,  sur« 
Yeyiug,  and  granting,  the  military  bounty  lands; 
and  tbe  bill  was  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  a^  in  Commltiee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  a 
loan  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  eleven  millions  of 
dollars,*'  together  with  the  amendment,  reported 
thereto  by  the  aelect  committee;  and,  having 
agreed  to  the  amendment,  the  President  reported 
the  bill  to  tbe  House  accordingW. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as. amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affir- 


.  t 


mative. 

The  bill  entitled  *^An  act  supplementary  to  'Ati 
act  to  raise  an  additional  military  force,''  was  read 
tbe  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs. 
Campbell  of  Ohio,  Crawpord,  and  Leib,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 


TtJESDAT,  March  10. 

The  Presioent  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  in  conformity 
with  the  resolution  of  the  Seoate  of  the  2d  instant, 
in  relation  to  the  exports  to  France,  dbc. ;  and  the 
report  was  read. 

A  message  feom  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bllL 
entitled  <*An  act  for  the  relief  of  Arthur  St.  Clair,^ 
a  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 
Wilson ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  Orr,"  and  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  provi- 
ding  for  the  removal  of  causes  depending  m  the 
respective  district  courts  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  case  of  the  disability  of  the  judges  thereof;" 
in  which  bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday,  by  Mr.  Lloto  ;  and,  oa 
motion,  by  Mr.  Giles,  the  motion  was  amended, 
and  agreed  to  as  follows : 
.RcBolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the 
Senate  any  information  which  may  be  in  his  pos- 
session, and  which,  in  his  judgment,  may  be  com- 
municated without  injury  to  the  public  interests, 
respecting  the  names  of  any  and  all  persons  in  the 
United  States  who  have,  in  any  way  or  manner 
whatever,  entered  into,  or  most  remotely  counte- 
nanced, (he  project  or  the  vi^ws,  for  the  execution 
or  attainment  of  which  John  Henry  was,  in  the 
year  1809,  employed  by  Sir  James  Craig,  then 
Governor  General  of  the  British  provinces  in  North 
America,  and  which  have  this  day  been  comma* 
nicated  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
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The  yets  and  nays  baviog  beeo  required  on  tbe 
fesolatioD  bjr  one-fiftb  of  tbe  Senators  present, 
those  wbo  voted  in  the  aflSrmative,  are, 

Kessrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Camp- . 
Ml  of  Tennessee,  Cutts,  Dana,  German,  Giles,  Gil- 
man,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hnnter,  Lam- 
bert, Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of 
If ew  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tomer,  and  Yamnm. 

Those  wbo  rdted  in  the  negative,  are, 
Messrs.  Anderson^  Bibb,  Brent»  Condit,  Crawford, 
Franklin,  Gaillard,  Robinson,  and  Worthin|:ton. 

Mr.  GiLMAN,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
amendment  to  the  bill>  entitled  '*  An  act  author- 
izing a  loan  for  a  sum. not  exceeding  eleven  mil- 
lions of  dollars,^  correctly  engrossed ;  and  the 
"hill  was  read  the  third  time  as  amended,  and 
passed  with  aii  amendment. 


WanNEsoAT,  Match  11. 

The  four  bills  brought  up  yi^sterday  fbr  con* 
currence  were  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Gaillard  presented  th^  petition  of  Natha- 
niel Russell  and  others,  of  CharlestoD,  South 
Carolina,  praying  the  remission  of  interest  on 
certain  costom-'bpuse  bonds,  for  reasons  therein 
stated  at  large ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  con- 
aider  and  repoirt  thereon. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Batabd, 

Resolved,  That  the  Message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  of  the  3d  instant,  together 
with  the  result  of  the  proceedings  of  the  conven- 
tion assembled  in  th^  Territory  of  Orleans  on 
the  22d  of  November  last,  therewith  transmitted, 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of 
five  members,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by 
Inll,  or  otherwise. 

Messrs.  Bjvyard,  Crawford,  Bibr,  Lloyd,  and 
Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  (be  designating,  survey- 
ing, and  granting  the  military  bounty  lands,  was 
read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
supplementary  to  ^  An  act  to  raise  an  additional 
military  force,"  reported  it  amended. 


Tborbdat,  March  12. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
'Secretary  for  the  Department  of  Treasury,  with 
a  statement  of  tbe  emolaments  of  the  officers 
employed  in  the  collection  of  the  customs  for 
the  year  1811 ;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  HoR8ET,.from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  incor- 

Ssrate  the  trustees  of  tbe  Georgetown  Lancaster 
chool  Society,^  reported  it  without  aipendment. 
The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ar- 
thur St  Clair,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  Crawford,  Batard, 
«nd  Bradley,  were  appointed  th^  committee. 


The  bai,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  o 
Thoitaas  Wilson."  was  read  the  second  time,  u 
referred  to  the  committee  last  appointed,  to  coi 
fider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  for  tbe  reli«f( 
Thomas  Orr,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  n 
ferred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  aad  n 
port  thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  Worts irgton,  Hoi 
BEY,  and  Condit,  were  appointed  the  committed 

The  bill,  entitled  '^  An  act  providing  for  ta 
removal  of  canees  dependinff  in  the  respectii 
district  courts  of  tbe  United  States,  in  case  i 
the  disability  of  the  jddfles  thereof,^  was  ret 
the  second  tiade,  and  referred  to  a  select  cod 
mittee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon;  u 
Messrs.  CsAtrPonn,  Bayard,  and  Cahpbelui 
Tennessee,  were  appointed  the  oomnkjuee. 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  tbe  coinmittee  to  wb« 
was  recomrortted  the  bill  to  incorporate  Host 
Austin,  John  Rice  Jones,  Henry  Austin,  ss 
others,  into  a  company,  by  tbe  name  of  t^ 
Louisiana  Lead  Company,  reported  it  amfDd« 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  il 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '^A 
act  supplementary  to  the  act  to  raise  an  add 
clonal  military  force,^'  together  with  the  ameM 
ments  reported  thereto  by  the  select  committci 
and  having  agreed  to  the  amendment^  the  Prti 
dent  reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accordiogif. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  thii 
time  as  amended?  it  was  detertnined  in  the« 
firmative. 


Friday,  March  13. 

Mr.  Worthi]|gton  presented  the  nkemorial  ( 
Eiigius  Fromelhin  and  Allan  B.  Magrader,  dd( 

Sites  from  the  Convention  of  the  Territory! 
rleans,  praying  a  law  may  pass,  giving  furt^ 
time  for  the  «ntry  of  land  claims  in  tbe  eastei 
district  of  tbe  Territory  of  Orleans,  for  reasoi 
therein  stated  at  large ;  and  the  memorial  in 
read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  coi 
sider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  «therwis( 
and  Messrs.  WoRTBixf  gton,  Coroit,  and  Ceav 
FORD,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  GiLoe  sabmitted  the  following  mottoa  ii 
eonaideration: 

Ri$ohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  reval 
and  amend  Ibe  act,  entitled  "  An  act  Ibr  dhidisf  d| 
Indiana  Territory  into  two  aepaiate  govemowfltu 
approved  the  8d  of  Pebraary»  1809;  and  that  the  en 
mittee^  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  t^ 

Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  foi 
ther  provision  for  tbe  sale  of  public  lands ;  anc 
af^er  debate.  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  more 
that  the  further  consideration  of  this  bill  be  posi 
poned  to  the  first  Monday  in  December  next 
and  it  was  agreed  that  this  motion  for  postpoo^ 
ment  be  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 
A  message  from  the  House  of  RepresenUtir^ 
informed  the  Senate  that  tbe  House  have  passe^ 
a  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  repealing  the  tenth  se^ 
tion  of  the  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  tj 
the  Bank  of  tbe  United  States  f  alsoj  a  bill,  en 
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A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
iformed  tbe  Seaate  that  the  House  have  passed 
h\\\  entitled  *^Ao  act  supplemeotary  to  *  An  act 
I  raise  an  additional  military  forte,"  in  which 
wy  request  the  concurreDce  of  th«.  Seoate. 
The  bin  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed. 
I  the  second  reading. 


MoNOAY,  March  9. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

IfiSIDEHT  OF  THE  UlllTfiD  StATSS  : 

kike  Senate  and  Ihuae  of 

Repretentaiivee  of  the  United  Statea  .* 
I  lay  befoie  Congress  copies  of  certain  documents 
iiich  remain  In  the ''Department  of  State.  They 
ove  that,  at  a  recent  period,  whilst  the  United  States, 
itwitbtanding  the  wrongs  sustained  by  them,  ceased 
}t  to  obsarre  the  Imws  of  peace  and  neutrality  to- 
ardfl  Great  Britain,  and  in  the  midat  of  amicable  pro- 
Miona  and  negotiations  on  the  part  of  the  British 
oternment,  through  its  put>lic  Minister  here,  a  secret 
lent  of  that  GoTemment  was  employed  in  certain 
lates,  more  espedaUy  at  the  seat  of  Government  in 
sisachuaettF,  in  fomenting  disaffection  to  the  constir 
led  anthorities  of  the  nation,  and  in  intrigues  with  the 
Kfected,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  about|)resistaBce 
'the  laws,  and  eventually,  in  concert  with  a  Britbh 
lee,  of  destroying  the  Union,  and  forming  the  eastern 
in  thereof  into  a  political  connexion  with  Great 
ntain. 

In  addition  to  the  efiect  which  the  discovery  of  such 
procedure  ought  to  have  on  the  public  councils,  it 
in  not  &il  to  render  more  dear  to  the  hearta  of  |dl 
km!  citizens  that  happy  Union  of  these  States,  which, 
ndcr  IMrine  Provid^ce,  is  the  gurranty  of  tiieir,  liber- 
H,  their  safety,  their  tranquillity,  and  their  prosperity. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
MiicB  9, 1812. 

The  Message  and  documents  therein  referred 
(Were  read,  and  one  thousand  copies  of  the  Mea- 
tge  and  documents  ordered  to  he  prmted  for  the 
K  of  the  Sehate ;  and  oh  motion  of  Mr.  Gahp- 
BLii,  of  Tennesseef  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
bmine  tbe  docamenta  above  referred  to,  and 
tngaate  soch  as  may  be  necessary  to  be  printed. 
Messrs.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  Brent,  and 
Iatard,  were  appointed  the  committee. 
Mr.  Lloyo  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
DQsideratton : 

^athtd.  That  the  SecreUry  of  State  be  directed  to 
ly  before  the  Senate  the  names  of  any  and  all  pereotts 
I  the  United  Stotes»  and  especially  in  the  State  of 
httachnsetto,  who  have  in  any  way  or  manner  what- 
vcy  eoteied  into,  or  most  rettu>tely  countenanced,  the 
nje<^  or  the  view%  for  the  ezecutipn  or  attainment 
'which  John  Henry  was,  in  the  year  180B,  employed 
7  Sir  James  Craig,  then  Governor  General  of  the 
jntish  pnmnces  in  North  America,  and  which  have 
w  day  been  communicated  to  the  Senate  of  the  Uni- 
*i8utes. 

^r.  GiLMAN,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
imeodments  to  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  concern- 
>DS  the  Naval  Establishment,"  correctly  eogross- 
^i  tnd  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time  as 
Unended,  and  the  blanks  were  filled. 

^  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  to  recommit  the  bill 


for  fiKtber  amendment,  it  was  determined  in  tha 
nenttive. 

On  niotion,  by  Mr.  BaAOLEr,  the  bill  was 
amended,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed  with 
amendments. 

Mr.  QiLBS,  frbm  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  of  the  5th  of  November,  as 
concerns  the  relations  between  the  United  States 
and  France  and  Great  Britain,  further  reported, 
in  p^art,  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  designating,  sur- 
veying, and  granting,  the  military  bounty  lands; 
and  the  bill  was  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

The  Seoate  resumed,  a^  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,' the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  a 
loan  for  a  sum  not  etceeding  eleven  millions  of 
dollars,''  together  with  the  amendment,  reported 
thereto  by  the  -select  committee;  and,  having 
agreed  to  the  amendment,  the  President  reported 
the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as. amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
mative. .  t 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  supplemieotary  to  <Ah 
act  to  raise  an  additional  military  force,"  was  read 
tbe  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs. 
Campbell  of  Ohio,  Crawforo,  and  Leib,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 


"TtTBdDAT,  Marcb  10. 

Tbe  Prebioent  communicated  a  report  of  tbe 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  in  conformity 
ivith  the  resolution  of  the  Seoate  of  the  2d  instant, 
in  relation  to  the  exports  to  France,  dbc. ;  and  the 
report  was  read.  < 

.A  message  feom  tbe  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  <*An  act  for  the  relief  of  Arthur  St.  Clair,'' 
a  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 
Wilson ;"  a  bill,  eiuitied  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  Orr/'  and  a  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  provi- 
ding for  the  removal  of  causes  de[>ending  in  the 
respective  district  courts  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  ease  of  the  disability  of  the  judges  thereof;" 
in  which  bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday,  by  Mr.  Lloto  ;  and,  on 
motion,  by  Mr.  Giles,  the  motion  was  amended, 
and  aigreed  to  as  follows : 
.  Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the 
Senate  any  information  which  may  be  in  his  pos- 
session, and  which,  in  his  judgment,  may  be  com- 
municated without  injury  to  the  public  interests, 
respecting  the  names  of  any  and  all  perspnsin  the 
United  States  who  have^  m  any  way  or  manner 
whatever,  entered  into,  or  most  remotely  couiite- 
nanced,  (he  project  or  the  vi^ws,  for  the  execution 
or  attainment  of  which  John  Henry  was,  in  the 
year  1809,  employed  by  Sir  James  Craig,  then 
Governor  General  of  the  British  provinces  in  North 
America,  and  which  have  this  day  been  commo* 
I  nicated  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
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Mr.  Qreoo,  from  t|ie  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  joint  resolution  respecting  the  arts 
and  manufactares  of  the  United  States,  reported 
au  amendment;  and  the  amendment  having  been 
considered  and  agreed  to  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  President  reported  the  resolution  to 
the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  resolution  be  read 
a  third  time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative. 

On  motiou,  by  Mr.  Ahobbson,  it  was  agreed 
that  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  improving 
the  navigation  of  the  river  Potomac  be  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for  te-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  carry  into  effect  an  act  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Maryland ;  and  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time. 

Mr.  Cbawfobd,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  providing 
for  the  removal  of  causes  depending  in  the  re- 
spective district  courts  of  the  United  States,  in 
case  of  the  disability  of  the  judges  thereof,"  re- 
ported it  with  amendments. 

A  messase  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  agree  to  the 
two  first  of  the  amendments  proposed  by  the 
Senate  to  the  bill^  entitled  "An  act  concerning 
the  Naval  Establishment,*'  and  disagree  to  the 
remainder  of  said  amendments.  They  have 
passed  a  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  to  enable  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Mississippi  Territory  to  form  a  consti- 
tution and  State  government,  and  for  the  ad- 
mission  of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  States;"  also,  a  bill, 
entitled  '*An  act  relinquishing  to  the  Corporation 
of  the  city  of  New  Orleans  the  use  and  posses- 
sion of  a  lot  in  the  said  city;  in  which  bills  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  readi&g. 

Mr.  Bataro,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  subject,  reported  a  bill  for  the  admission  of 
the  State  oi  Louisiana  into  the  Union,  and  to  ex- 
tend the  laws  of  the  tJnited  States  to  the  said 
State ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  incorporate  Moses  Austin^  John 
Rice  Jones,  Henry  Austin,  and  others,  into  a 
company,  by  the  name  of  the  Louisiana  Lead 
Company,  together  with  the  amendments  reported 
thereto  by  the  select  committee;  and  bliving 
agreed  to  sundry  amendments,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow.^ 


TuBSUAT,  March  17. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  enable  the  people 
of  the  Mississippi  Territory  to  form  a  constitution 
and  State  i^overnment,  and  for  the  admission  of 
such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  original  States."  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee^  to  con- 
sist of  five  members,  to  consider  and  report  thiere- 


on ;  and  Messrs.  Cbawpord,  Andbbsob,  Fhaxe* 
LIN,  Gbbgo,  and  Taylob,  were  appointed  \k 
committee. 

The  biU,  entitled  **  An  act  relinquishing  to  tb 
Corporation  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans  che  » 
and  possession  of  a  lot  in  the  said  citv,"  was  rnj 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select  comoii- 
tee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messn 
Gbego,  Cohoit,  and  Campbell  of  Tennesw, 
-were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  WoBTBiNGTON,  from  the  committee  a 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  sctf^ 
the  relief  of  Thomas  Orr,"  reported  it  withoc 
amendment. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  submitted  the  follov< 
ing  motion  for  consideration : 

Resoktd,  That  the  Secretsiy  of  the  Treasury  be  m 
rected  to  Isy  before  this  Hoase  a  view  of  all  the  app»i 
priations  made  by  the  sereral  acts  paasrd  daring 
present  session,  and  to  inclnde  therewith  the  is 
payable  on  the  LouisiaBa  debt,  and  the  mmonnt  p&; 
ble  during  the  present  yeai^  (under  the  act  m 

SroVision  for  the  redemption  of  the  whole  of  the  pel 
ebt  of  the  United  States,}  for  the  interest  and  nsa 
bnroement  of  the  domestic  debt  of  the  United  Stittt 
and,  also,  a  statement  of  the  balance  remaining  is  A 
Treasmy  of  the  United  Stetes  on  the  Slal  of  Deeaa 
ber  last,  and  of  the  balances  unexpended  on  the  ne 
day  in  the  hands  of  the  Tssasurer  of  the  War  sndXi 
vy  Departments. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  ameu 
ments  disagreed  to  bt  the  House  of  Represeoti 
tives  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  concerniog  tk 
Naval  Establishmeht ;"  and,  on  motion,  bjr  II 
Giles,   . 

Resolved^  That  they  insision  their  Braendmeni 
disagreed  to,  and  ask  a  conference  on  the  disagree 
ing  votes  of  the  two  Houses. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Qiles,  Lloto.  i« 
CBAwroBo,  be  the  managers  at  the  said  coDfei 
ence  on  the  part  of  the  ^nate. 

Mr.  GiLHAH,  from  the  committee,  reported  tk 
amendment  to  the  joint  resolution  respecting  tit 
arts  and  manufactures  -of  the  United  Sutes,  coi 
rectlv  engrossed ;"  and  the  resolution  was  res 
the  third  time  as  amended,  and  paued  with  a 
amendment 

Mr.  GiLMAK,  from  the  committee,  reported  tli 
bill  to  carry  into  efiect  an  act  of  the  Legislatin 
of  the  State  of  Maryland,  correctly  eogrosseil 
and  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Mr.  GiLMAN,  from  the  committee,  alsoreportd 
the  bill  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the  circa 
courts  of  the  first  circuit  correctly  engrossed 
and  the  bilLwas  read  the  third  time  as  amendd 
and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  to  incorporate  tb 
Trustees  of  the  Georgetown  Lancaster  Schoi 
Society,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tli 
Whole,  the  bill  for  improving  the  navigation  < 
the  river  Potomac ;  and  a  motion  was  made,  fa 
Mr.  Andbbsor,  to  amend  the  bill;  and.  on  hi 
motion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  further  cobsiden 
tion  thereof  be  postponed  to,  and  be  made  the  oi 
der  of  the  day  tor,  Friday  next. 
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tied  '  An  act  giving  farther  time  to  the  par- 
»sen  of  poblfc  lends  northwest  of  the  river 
bio  to  complete  their  payments;^  in  which 
lis  they  request  the  coDcurreDce  of  the  Seniite. 
The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
med  to  the  second  reading. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

lESIDENT  or  THE  UxiTBD  STATES  : 

)  the  SenaU  of  the  United  Statu  .- 
I  tranimit  to  the  Senate  m  report  bf  the  Secretary  of 
•te,  complying  with  their  resohitton  of  the  10th  in- 
idL  JAM£S  MADISOX. 

Dbfaktmbrt  07  St  ATI,  March  13,  1618. 
The  SecretsTy  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
nlotion  of  the  Senate  of  the  10th  ioslant,  has  the 
Qor  to  report,  that  this  depsrtment  is  not  in  posses* 
m  of  io^  names  of  perions  in  the  United  States, 
b  hsTe,  in  any  wsj  or  manner  whatever,  entered 
to  or  ooontenanced  the  project  or  the  Yiews,  for  the 
;ecution  or  attainment  of  which*  John  Hennr  was, 
the  yur  1809,  employed  by  Sir  James  Craig ;  the  said 
ko  Hcniy  having  named  no  perfteaa  or  person  as 
log  coDoemsd  in  the  said  project  or  views  referred 
in  the  documents  laid  before  Congress  on  the  9th 
ptant    Which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAM£S  MONROE. 

The  Message  and  report  were  read,  and  one 
otisand  copies  thereof  ordered  to  be  printed  for 
euse  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Bremt,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
bject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  to  ineorpo- 
le  a  bank  in  the  town  of  Alexandria,  bv  the 
tme  aed  style  of  the  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Alez- 
idria;  and  the  hill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
eood  reading. 

Oq  motion,  by  Mr.  Brent,  the  Message  of  the 
wtideDt  of  the  United  States  of  the  9th  insUnt, 
getherwith  the  acconlpanring documents,  also 
e  Measage  and  j^e|^rt  of  the  12th  instant,  was 
ferred  to  the  eomn»ittee  to  whom  was  referred^ 
itbe  8th  of  November  lastt,  so  much'  of  the 
^ge  of  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  as 
Qcerosthe  relations  between  the  United  Statea 
Id  Praace  and  Great  Britain,  to  consider  and 
port  thereon. 

Mr.  Lloto,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
Ferred  the  bill  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the 
Koit  courts  of  the  first  circuit,  reported  it 
Uttded. 

Mr.  Andbbson  presented  the  petition  of  Rich* 
dMjtchill,  of  the  county  of  Hawkins,  in  the 
tftte  of  Tennessee,  praying  remission  of  certain 
dgmeou  obtained  against  him  by  the  United 
ites,  in  the  circuit  court  at  Knozville.  in  the 
Ate  of  Tennessee^  for  reasons  therein  stated  at 
^e;aQd  the  petition  was  read. 
The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
'bole,  the  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the 
ftited  States  to  ascertain  and  designate  oertain 
Modaries;  and,  al^r  debate,  the  farther  consid- 
vioD  thereof  was  postponed. 
Mr.  Biaa,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
nesdmeDts  to  the  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  sttpple- 
'Qtary  to  an  act  to  raise  an  additional  military 
*%^  correctly  engrossed;  and  the  bill  was  read 
^«  third  time,  and  passed  with  amendmants. 


MoMDAT,  March  10. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  repealing  the  lOth 
section  of  the  act  to  incorporate  the  sabscribera 
to  the  B»nk  of  the  United  States/'  was  read  tha 
second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  giving  further  time 
Co  the  purchasers  of  public  land  northwest  of  the, 
rirer  Ohio  to  complete  their  payments,"  was  read 
the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  coosideralion  of  the 
motion  made  the  14th  inst.  On  the  subject ;  and, 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
revise  and  amend  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  for 
dividing  the  Indiana  Territory  into  two  separate 
^governments,"  approved  the  3d  day  of  Febroarjr, 
1809;  and  that  the  committee  have  leave  to  re- 
port by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Messrs.  Gilss,  Batabd,  and  Popb,  were  ep* 
pointed  the  committee.^ 

The  bill  to  incorporate  a  bank  in  the  town  of 
AleiandrJa,  by  the  name  and  style  of  the  M^* 
chanics'  Bank  of  Alexandria,  was  read  the  see- 
on  d  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  cdnsideration  of  tiie 
motion  to  postpone  the  bill  makios  farther  pro» 
vision  for  the  sale  of  public  lands  to  the  firsc 
Monday  in  December  next:  and  on  motion,  by 
Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland,  it  was  agreed  that  the 
farther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to,  an4 
be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Wednesday 
next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  alter  the 
times  of  holding  the  circuit  courts  of  the  firat 
ctrcoit,  together  with  the  amendments  reported 
thereto  by  the  select  committee;  and  havine 
agreed  to  the  amendments,  the  President  reported 
the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 

Oh  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  7  it  was  deter» 
mined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PfiESIDBNT  OF  TBG  UnITEO  StATBSS 

To  the  Senate  and  Houae  of 

Bepmentativea  of  the  United  Statee  .• 

I  lay  belbre  Congress  a  letter  from  the  Envoy  Ex- 
traordiasry  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  Great 
Britain  to  4he  Secretary  of  State. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Maxcb  la,  1818. 

The  Message  and  letter  therein  referred  to 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate ;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Gbbqi^ 
they  were  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  the  13th  instant,  the  Message  <^ 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  the  9th, 
together  with  the  accompanying  documents,  also 
the  Message  and  report  of  the  12th  instant,  in 
relation  to  the  same  aubjact,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  incorporate  the  trustees  of  the  George- 
town Lancaster  Seliool  Society,"  and  it  waa 
ordered  to  a  third  reading. 
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lands;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Bradlbt.  the  fur* 
ther  consideration  thereof,  was  postponed  niitil 
Tuesday  next. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  repealins  the  tenth 
section  of  the  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to 
Che  Bank  of  the  United  States/'  VfB^  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Tlie  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  Orr;''  and  the  farther  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  collectors  of  the  ports  of  Baltimore  and  of 
KorfollE  and  Portsmouth  ;  and,  on  the  question. 
Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time7 
it  was  determined  in  tha  negative. 


TauBBDAY,  M^rch  19< 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amende 
ments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill 
entitled  "An  act  to  establish  a  quartermaster's  de* 
partment,  and  for  other  purposes." 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  ihey 
were  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Mary- 
land, Crawforo,  and  Varnum,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eoosideration  of  the  bill  for  the  ad- 
mission of  the  State  of  Louisiana  into  the  Union, 
and  to  extend  the  laws  of  the  United  States  to  the 
said  State. 

On  the  question^  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time?  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 

Mr.  Oilman,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  to  incorporate  Moses  Austin,  John  Rice  Jones, 
Henry  Austin,  and  others,  into  a  company,  by  the 
name  of  the  Louisiana  Lead  Company,  correctly 
ensrossed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  the  bill  was  recom- 
mitted to  a  select  committee,  further  to  consider 
and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Lloyd,  Bradlby, 
and  Gregg,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the- 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  ^e  bill,  entitled  *^An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Orr;"  and  the  bill 
having  been  amended,  the  President  reported  it  to 
the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  nega- 
tive. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Br  but,  it  was  agreed  that 
the  bill  to  incorporate  a  bank  in  the  town  of 
Alexandria,  by  the  name  and  style  of  the  Me- 
chanics' Bank  of  Alexandria,  be  made  the  order 
of  the  day  for  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  Bradley  asked  knd  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  the 
eighth  section  of  the  act  regulating  the  grants  of 
land,  and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands 
of  the  United  States  south  of  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
seeond  reading. 


Fbu>at,  March  30. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  comiaitiai 
to  whom  was  referred  the  amendments  of  tkl 
House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill,  entitled  "-Av 
act  to  establish  a  quartermaster's  de  part  meat  ud 
for  other  purposes,"  made  report.    Whereopoa, 

ReBolvedy  That  the  Senate  diaagree  to  all  tha 
amendments  of  the  Hooar  of  RepresenUtifM  u 
the  said  bill,  and  insist  on  ibeirdiaagreciiieni,a8ii 
ask  a  conference  on  the  subject- miitter  thereof.    I 

Messrs.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  Batabd.  isAI 
Crawforo,  were  appointed  the  managers  stthet 
said  conference  on  the  part  of  the  Senate.  i 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Repr«^aeoutiran 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  Imve  pmdl 
a  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  for  the  admission  of 
Slate  of  Louisiana  into  the  Union,  ao4  toeit< 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  to  the  said  Suie;" 
in  which  bill  they  request  the  concorrenoeof  the 
Senate.   . 

The  bill  was  twice  read,  by  unanimous  e 
sent,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to 
sist   of  ^we  members,   to  consider  and  reportl 
thereon;  and  Messrs.  Bayard,  Crawford,  Llo 
Bibb,  and  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  were  appoioi^ 
ed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tMI 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  improf4 
ing  the  navigation  of  the  river  Potomac;  sod. 
after  debaie.  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bradley,  the  bill- 
was  recommitted  to  a  select  •committee,  to  coo^ 
sist  of  five  members,  further  to  consider  aod  re4 
port  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Oooimiich,  BatabbJ 
0RADLEY,  Brent,  and  Giles,  were  appointed  ihff 
committee.  ^ 

Mr.  Oilman,  from  the  eommiuee,  reported  the« 
bill  for  the  admissiott*  of  the  State  of  Louisisst* 
into  the  UoioUj  and  to  extend  the  laws  of  the- 
United  States  to  the  said  State,  eorrpoUy  eogron** 
ed;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Bayard,  it  was  re*« 
committed  to  the  committee  to  whom  was  refer* 
red,  this  day,  the  bill  brought  up  from  the  Hoose 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  on  the  satBC 
subject,  further  to  consider  and  report  tbereoo. 

Mr.  61LE8,  from  the  managers  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate  on  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concern- 
ing the  Naval  Establishment,'^  made  report 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatires 
rnforroed  the  Senate  that  the  House  concur  is 
the  first  and  third,  and  disagree  to  the  seeosd 
amendment  to  the  Mll^  entitled  "An  act  provid- 
ing for  the  trial  of  all  causes  pending  in  the  re- 
spective district  courts  of  the  United  States  is 
case  of  the  absence  or  disability  of  the  judges 
thereof." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Crawford,  the  Senate  re- 
ceded from  their  second  amendment  to  the  said 
bill. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  bill  to  inoorporate  Moses  Aos- 
tin,  John  Rice  Jones.  Henry  Austin.  andMhers. 
into  a  company,  by  the  name  of  tbe  LlHsians 
Lead  Company,  reported  it  amended. 

Mr.  WoRTHiNOTON,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  representation  of  the  del- 
egates from  Orleans  Territory,  reported  a  billgtv- 
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The  bill  ibr  the  adraisaioit  pf  llm  State  of  Loa- 
ati»  into  the  Union,  and  to  extend  the  laws  of 
lie  United  States  lo  the  said  State,  was  read  the 
(eood  time. 

Oq  motioD,  bjr  Mr.  ANDBaaoN,  the  bill  for  the 
{lief  of  Thomas  and  William  Streshly  was  re- 
ommitted  to  a  select  eommittee,  farther  to  eon- 
iderand  report  thereon ;  and  the  petition  of  Rioh- 
rdMitcbiU,. presented  the  13th  instant,  was  re- 
ined to  the  same  eoiiuniltee,  to  eonsider  and  re- 
art  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Messrs.  Akdbrson,  Bibb,  and  Lbib,  were  ap« 
ointed  the  cocomHtee. 

The  Senate  resamed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Fbole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
et  repealiQg  the  tenth  section  .of  the  act  to  in- 
orporate  the  sabscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  0ni« 
sd  States." 

Ordered,  That  it  pas^  to  a  third  reading. 

Oo  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  consideration 
if  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  6f 
lamael  Lapsley^  deceased^  be  made  the  order  of 
be  day  for  to-morrow. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  WoBtBiNOTON,  it  wasagreed 
bat  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  giving  farther  time 
9  the  purchasers  of  the  public  land  northwest  of 
he  river  Ohio,  to  complete  their  payments,"  be 
NKtponed  to,  and  be  made  the  order  of  the  day 
br,  Monday  next. 


WednbsdaT)  March  18. 

Oq  motion,  by  Mr.  Cbawford,  the  Senate  re? 
amed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  con- 
aderatioo  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  providing 
)sft  the  removal  of  causes  dependiog  in  the  re- 
fpective  district  courts  of  the  United  States,  in 
taae  of  the  disability  of  the  judges  thereof,''  toge* 
iher  with  the  amendments  reported  t)iereto  by  the 
idect  eommittee;  and,  having  agreed  to  the 
imeBdments,  the  President  reported  the  bUl  to 
the  House  accordingly. 

Oa  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
lime  as  amended  i  it  was  deterooiined  in  the  affir- 
Baiive. 

Mr.  Bibb,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
toeodmeots  to  the  bill  last  mentioned  correctly 
engrossed ;  and.  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Crawjpobd, 
the  bill  was  read  the  third  time  as  amended,  by 
QDaoimous  consent. 

Re9olved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments, 
^nd  that  the  title  thereof  be  ''An  act  providing 
for  the  trial  of  all  causes  pending  in  the  respect- 
ive district  courts^  of  the  United  Slates,  in  case  of 
*'*?**Jseoce\)r  disability  of  the  judges. thereof." 

Mr.  Bradley  gave  notice  that,  tormorrow^  he 
w^old  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  carry  into 
(D«ct  the  provisions  of  the  eighth  section  of  the 
tct  regulating  grants  of  land,  and  providing  for 
u^e  disopsal  of  the  lands  of  the  U  nited  Sutes 
'^"JhJt  the  State  of  Tennessee. 

^hMeoate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 

^hole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  iooorpo- 
^  Moses  Austin,  John  Hice  Jones,  Henry  Aus- 
tk '  T^*^  °^'^®'")  into  a  company,  by  the  name  of 
^i^cuuisiana  Lead  Company^  and  the  bill  hav- 


ing been  farther  Itmended,  ihe  President  reported 
it  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?  it  was  deter* 
mined  in  the  aflSrmative. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill  making  further 
provision  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Campbbll,  of  Ohio,  it  was 
agreed  that  the  further  consideration  thereof  be 
postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for, 
Mondity  pext. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  insist  on 
their  disagreement  to  the  liinendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning 
the  Naval  Sstablishmeni.''  They  agree  to  the 
conference  [H-oposed  on  the  subject,  and  have  ap- 
pointed  managers  on  their  part.  They  have 
passed  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An 
acjt  to  establish  the  quartermaster's  department, 
and  for  other  purposes."  with  amendments  {  in 
which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  Senate  resunied,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representa- 
tives of  Samuel  Lapsley,  deceased. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bbaoley,  to  amend  the  bill 
by  adding  an  additional  section,  in  the  following 
words: 

^  And  ie  it  furiher  enaded.  That  the  accounting 
officen  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  di* 
Tocted  lo  adjust  and  settle  a  final  aettiement  certificate. 
No*  46,473,  fi>r  fifty-eight  dollars  and  eighty-nine 
ninetieths,  and  interest  from  the  first  day  of  January, 
1783,  iMued  in  the  'name  of  Joseph  Young,  by  John 
Pierce,  commissioner  of  army  accounts  for  the  United 
States,  on  ^the  first  day  of  March,  1784;  and  that  the 
amount  due  on  aaid  certificate  be  paid  to  the  said  Jo- 
seph Young,  or  bearer,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the 
Treaaury,  not  otherwise  appropriated :  Providtd,  That 
aaid  certificate  shall  be  lodged  with  the  Register  of  the 
Treasurer,  and  cancelled  prior  to  the  payment 
thereof;" 

And  the  motion  was  determined  in  the  nega- 
tive— yeas  6,  nays  22,  as  follows : 

YsAs—- Meaars.  Bradley,  German,  Hunter,  Robin- 
sout  Taylor,  and  Worthington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bayard,  Bibb,  Campbell 
of  Ohio,  Campbell  qf  Tennessee,  Condit,  Cutts,  Frank- 
lin, Gaiilard,  Giles,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Howell,  Lam- 
bert, Leib,  Lloyd,  Popo,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of 
New  York,  Tait,  Turner,  and  Varnum. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time?  it  was  determined  in  the 
nefative-r-yeas  14^  nays  15,  as  follows : 

YxAs — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb^  Campbell  of  Ohio, 
Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Dana,  Giles,  Goodrich,  Hun* 
ter,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Tait,  and 
Worthington. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Condit,  Cutts^ 
Franklin,  Gaiilard,  German,  Gregg,  Howell,  Lambert^ 
Robinson,  Smith  of  New  York,  Taylor,  Turner,  and 
Varnum. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 

Whol^  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  designating, 

[surveying,  and  granting,  the    military   bounty 
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hods;  md,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Biudlbt,  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof,  was  postponed  mitil 
Tuesday  next. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  repealing  the  tenth 
section  of  the  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to 
Che  Bank  of  the  United  States,*'  wa^  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  Orr;"  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee,  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  collectors  qf  the  ports  of  Baltimore  and  of 
KorfollEand  Portsmouth  ;. and.  on  the  question. 
Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed,  ana  read  a  third  time7 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 


TauBBDAY,  March  19. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amende 
ments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill 
entitled  "An  act  ta establish  a  quartermaster's  de- 
pariment,  and  for  other  purposes.** 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  they 
were  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Mary- 
land, Cbawfobd,  and  Vabnum,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eoosfderation  of  the  bill  for  the  ad- 
mission of  the  State  of  Louisiana  into  the  Union, 
and  to  extend  the  laws  of  the  United  States  to  the 
said  State. 

On  the  question^  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time  ?  it  was  determined-  in  the 
affirmative. 

Mr.  Oilman,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  to  incorporate  Moses  Austin,  John  Rice  Jones, 
Henry  Austin,  and  others,  into  a  company,  by  the 
name  of  the  Louisiana  Lead  Company,  correctly 
engrossed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lloyo,  the  bill  was  recom- 
mitted to  a  select  committee,  further  to  consider 
and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Lloyd,  BraDlby, 
and  Grbog,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  ^e  bill,  entitled  '^An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Orr ;"  and  the  bill 
having  been  amended,  the  President  reported  it  to 
the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  nega- 
tive. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Brbmt,  it  was  agreed  that 
the  bill  to  incorporate  a  bank  in  the  town  of 
Alexandria,  by  the  name  and  style  of  the  Me- 
chanics' Bank  of  Alexandria,  be  made  the  order 
of  the  day  for  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  Bradley  asked  knd  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  the 
eighth  section  of  the  act  regulating  the  grants  of 
land,  and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands 
of  the  United  States  south  of  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
seeond  reading. 


FatAAT,  March  90. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Marykod,  from  the  eomniitcc 
to  whom  was  referred  the  amenditteDU  of  dit 
House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill,  entitled  'As 
act  to  establish  a  qoartermasier's  denrtmea^snd 
for  other  purposes,"  made  report.    Whereupon, 

Retolved^  That  the  Senate  disagree  to  aU  the 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatifes  to 
the  said  bill,  and  insist  on  their  disagreement, aid 
ask  a  conference  on  theaabject-miLiter  thereof. 

Messrs.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  Bayard,  soi 
Cbawforo,  were  appointed  the  managers  at  Uu 
said  conference  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Repr^^seoiatires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  bmve  pas«d 
a  bill,  entitled  ^*An  act  for  the  admission  of  ihi 
State  of  Louisiana  into  the  Union,  and  toeiicai 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  to  the  said  Sutef 
in  which  foil!  they  request  the  concur reoee  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  was  twice  read,  by  unanimous  eoi« 
sent,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  cooH 
sist  of  five  members,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon;  and  Messrs.  Bayard,  Crawfobd,  LLovikl 
Bibb,  and  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  wereappoiot* 
ed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commiiiee  of  tbf 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  impror* 
iog  the  navigation  of  the  river  Potomac;  sod. 
after  debate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bbadley,  the  bill 
was  recommitted  to  a  select  committee,  to  cos* 
sist  of  ^7^  mcDDrbers,  further  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Ooodbich,  Bayabd^ 
Sradlby,  Brent,  aad  Gilbb,  were  appointed  ib^ 
committee.  ' 

Mr.  €riLMAN,  from  the  committee,  renorted  tlie 
bill  for  the  admisston*  of  the  State  of  Louisiaat 
into  the  Union,  and  to  extend  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  to  the  said  State,  eorrpoily  engross* 
ed;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Bayabo,  it  was  re- 
committed to  the  committee  to  whom  was  refer- 
red, this  day,  the  bill  brought  up  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  on  thesaot 
subject,  further  to  consider  aad  report  thereon. 

Mr.  GiLEa,  from  the  managers  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate  on  the  bill,  entitled  t*An  aet  eoocero- 
ing  the  Naval  fistablishmeht,"  made  report. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representattref 
fnforroed  the  Strata  that  the  House  concur  is 
the  first  and  third,  and  disagree  to  the  seeood 
amendment  to  the  bilL,  entitled  *^An  act  provid- 
ing for  tlie  trial  of  all  causes  pending  in  the  re- 
spective district  courts  of  the  United  States  is 
case  of  the  absence  or  disability  of  the  judges 
thereof." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Cbawfobd,  the  Seaate  re- 
ceded from  their  second  amend  meat  to  the  said 
bill. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  bill  to  inoorporate  Mos^Aos- 
tin,  John  Rice  Jones;  Henry  Austin.  Boflfchers. 
into  a  company,  by  the  name  of  the  L^Kiant 
Lead  Company,  reported  it  amended. 

Mr.  WoBTHiNOTON,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  representation  of  the  del- 
egates from  Orleaai  Territory,  reported  a  bill  gir- 
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g  further  time  for  f«f  isiering  chirms  (o  land  id 
le  easiero  district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleant. 
id  (he  bill  was  read^  and  passed  to  the  seeood 

idiflg. 

Monday,  March  23. 

The  Vies  Pbesidbnt  being  indisposed,  the 
(inie  adjooroed. 


Tuesday,  March  24. 

••  • 

Id  the  absence  of  the  ViC£  Prsbident,  on 
oiioQ  of  Mr.  Llotd,  ibe  Seliate  proceeded  to  the 
itice  of  s  President  one  temfcre^  as  the  Coosti* 
tiOD  prorides,  and  William  H.  Cbawford  wae 
icted. 

Mr.  PopEf  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
comroitied  the  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act  for  the 
lief  of  (he  oflSeets  and  soldiers  who  served  iif 
elsce  esmpaigo  on  the  Wabash,"  reported  it 

MBCM. 

The  PaKsinaifT  ciraiaiawicated  a  Report  of  the 
(cretary  ef  the  Treasury  on  the  petition  of  Pla- 
iDiel  Russell,  and  others,  of  Charleston,  86n(h 
aroijoa,  referred  to  htm  on  the  11th  instant,  and 
e  report  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for 
e  use  of  the  Senate. 

A  messsffe  from  the  House  of  Representative^ 
formed  the  Senate  that  the  House  insist  on 
«ir  aiDeDdments  disagreed  to  by  tb^  Senate,  to 
0  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  a  quarter* 
ister's  department,  and  for  other  purposes.^' 
key  agree  to  the  conference  proposed  on  the 
ibjeet^  sod  have,  appointed  roanaji^eTs  on  their 
ifL  They  hava  passed  a  bill,  eotiiied  ^^An  act 
ikiog  provision  for  ^oartain  persons  claiming 
idi  uQder  the  several  acts  for  the  relief  of  the 
fofreesfrom  the  British  provinces  of  Canada 
id  Nors Scotia;"  in  which  hill  they  reqoest  the 
acorrenee  of  the  Senate. 
The  bill  last  brofight  op  for  concurrence  Was 
•d,  and  pasfted  to  the  second  readiufr. 
The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
fhole,  the  bill  to  incorporate  a  bank  in  the  town 
Alexandria,  by  the  name  and  style  of  the  Me* 
tuics^  Bank  of  Aleiandria ;  and,  on  motion  by 
(r.  Bbei«t,  it  was  recommitted  to  a  select  eo|D* 
tittee,  further  to  consider  and  report  thereon  \ 
id  Messrs.  fiaaicT,  Campbbll,  of  Tennessee,  and 
ATLOR,  were  appointed  the  committee. 
Oo  motion,  by  Mr.  BAYABO/the  petitions  of  the 
'habiiants  of  that  part  of  Looisiana  called  Feli* 
tDa.l]riag  between  the  Pearl  and  Mississippi 
Tcrs,  upon  the  sobjecl  of  annexation  to  the 
tale  of  Louisiana,  was  referred  to  the  committee 
^wbom  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  admission 
^the  State  of  Louisiana  into  the  Union,  to  con* 
Mer  and  report  thereon  by  hill  or  otherwise. 
Mr.BMiTB  of  Maryland,  from  the  managers 
( the  conference  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  on 
he  bill,  entitled  .^An  act  establishing  a  qaarter- 
oasier's  department,  «nd  lor  other  purposes," 
Mde  reporL 

Oq  motion,  by  Mr.  GiLaa,  the  Senate  raevmad 
■reconsideration  of  the  report  of  the  managers 


at  the  cuoferoBoe  on  their  part,  on  th%  bill,  en- 
titled ''An  act  concerning  tne  Naval  Sstablish- 
meat." 

Wheraupon,  Eesolved,  That  they  so  far  recede 
from  Iheir  amendments  as  to  agree  to  the  report 
of  the  nianagers,  and  that  the  bill  be  so  modined. 

The  bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of 
thie  eighth  section  of  the  ''Act  regulating  the  grants 
of  land,  and  providing  fpr  the  disposal  of  the  landa 
of  the  United  States  south  of  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee," was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
a  select  comqaittee.  to  consist  of  five  members,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Bbad* 
LCY,  Tait,  Gbboo,  Lloyd„  and  Huntbr,  were 
appointed  the  committee* 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  Qoosideratio%of  the  bill  to  incorpo« 
rate  Muys  Austin,  John  Rice  Jones,. Henry  Aus* 
tin,  and  others,  into  a  company,  by  the  name  of 
the  Louisiana  Lead  Company,  together  with  the 
amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select  coo»- 
BHtteei  and  having  in  part  agreed  to  the  report 
of  the  committee,  the  President  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House  accordingly. 

Oo  the  question.  Shall  this  hill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  1  it  was  do* 
termrned  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  designattog, 
surveying,  and  granting,  the  military  bounty 
land ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr«  Campbgll,  of  Ten- 
nessee, the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  to  morrow. 


Wednesday,  March  ^. 

The  bill  giving  further  time  for  registering 
claims  to  land  in  the  eastern  district  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Orleans,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  billy  entitled  "An  act  making  provision  for 
certain,  persons  claiming  lands  under  the  several 
acts  for  the  relief  of  ^he  refugees  from  the  British 
provinces  of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,"  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  committee  to 
whom  was  recommitted,  on. the  28th  January, 
the  bill  which  originated  in  the  Senate  on  the 
same  subject,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Ob- motion,  the  Senate  resumed  the  considera- 
tion of  the  report  of  the  managers  at  the  confer- 
ence on  their  part,  on  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
establishing  a  quartermaster's  department,  and 
for  other  purposes."  Whereupon, 

JU9olved,  That  they  recede  from  their  disa- 
greement  -to  the  amendments  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  so  far  as  to  a^ree  to  the  report 
of  the  managers,  and  that  the  bill  be  so  modified^ 

A  message  from  the  Honse  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  agree  to  the 
modification  of  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  the  Naval. 
BsUblishment,'^  as  reported  by  the  managers  at 
the  conference  oo  the  said  bill.  The  House 
of  Representatives  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  organization  of  a  corps  of  arti- 
ficer^" in  which  billthey  request  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate.. 
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iog  the  aa?igatioD  of  th«  river  PotooiM,  oppo- 
site the  City  of  Washfloigtoii,  iQgether  with  the 
smendineots  reported  thereto  hj  the  select  com- 
mittee ;  and .  having  agreed  to  the  ameadmfiDts, 
the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the  House  ac- 
cordingly. 

On  me  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  reiid  a  third  time  as  amended  ?  it  was  deter^ 
mined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  f  he  relief 
of  Charles  Minifie.  together  with  the  amendments 
reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee;  and 
having  agreed  to  the  amend alents,  the  President 
reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  1  it  was  deter- 
mined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  bill  to  enlarge  the  limits  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole^  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide  for 
the  designating,  surveying,  and  granting,  the  mili- 
tary bounty  lands. 

On  motion,  to  strike  out  the  words  '*fit  for  cul- 
tivation,'' it  was  deterouned  in  the  negative — yeas 
12,  nays  14,  as  follows: 

Ykas — Mesirs.  Csmpbell  of  Tennessee,  Condil, 
Franklin,  GsiUard,  Oilmsn,  Gregg,  Leib,  Reed,  Smith 
of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Turner,  and  Worth- 
ington* 

Nats — Messrs.  Bibb,  Brent»  Crawford,  German^ 
Giles,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Howell,  Lambert,  Pope,. Rob- 
inson, Tait,  Taylor,  and  Vamum. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee, 
to  strike  oot  two  millions  in  the  Territory  of  Lou* 
isiana,  and  insert  one  million  five  hundred  thon- 
sand,  it  was  determioed  in  the  negative — yeas  8, 
nays  17,  as  follows : 

TxAS — Messrs.  Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Condit, 
Franklin,  GaiUard,  Giles,  Lambert,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
and  Wordiington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bibb,  Crawford,  German,  Gilman, 
Goodrich,  Gregg,  Howell,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Reed, 
Robinson,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tur- 
ner, and  Vamum. 

And  the  bill  having  been  amended,  the  Presi- 
dent reported  it  to  the  House  aceordiogiy.  And 
on  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  as  amended?  it  was  determined 
in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Greug  presented  the  {)etition  of  John  Clarke, 
of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  remunera- 
tion for  services  rendered  during  the  Kevolutioo* 
ary  war,  as  therein  stated ;  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee^  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and 
Messrs.  Orbog,  Reeu,  and  Smith,  of  New  York, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  Peter  Landais,  praying  compensation  for 
military  services. 

TufisoAY,  March  31. 
The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Minifie  hav- 
ing been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly  en* 
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grossed,  was  read  the  third  time  as  amended, ud 
passed. 

The  bill  for  improving  the  navintion  of  lU 
river  Potomac,  opposite  the  eity  of  Wasbio^toB, 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed,  was  read  the  third  time  as  tmeodetf, 
and  passed. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  designating,  sorrer* 
ing,  and  granting,  the  military  bounty  Iaodi,hav. 
ing  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly  ea- 
grossed,  was  read  the  third  time  as  ameaded^aad  . 
passed. 

Mr.  Bavasd.  from  the  eommittee  to  whom  vu 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  '*Aa  act  for  the  relief  of 
Arthur  St.  Clair,"  reported  it  without  tmes^ 
ment.  He  also  reported  the  bill,  entitled  ''Ai 
act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Wilson,"  withoot 
amendment. 

The  Senaie  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  ^ 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  from  tbe  , 
House  of  Representatives,  entitled  "An  act  fw 
the  admission  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  iatotlie 
Union,  and  to  extend  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
to  the  said  State,"  together  with  the  ameDdmeois 
i^eported  thereto  by  the  select  committee;  aad 
having  agreed  to  the  amendments,  the  Presidest 
reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  read  s  third 
time  as  amended?  it  was  determined  in  thesfim- 
ative. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York,  tbr 
memorial  of  Peter  Landais  was  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bilt 
or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Smith  of  New  York, 
BnBNT,and  Dana,  were  appointed  thecommitiM- 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  carry  into  effiMst  the  provisioDSof 
the  eighth  seetionof  the  act  regulating  tbegraou 
of  land,  and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands 
of  the  United  Sutes  south  of  the  Sute  of  Tec- 
nessee;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Giusa,  it  was  agreed 
that  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  postpooed 
to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Mooday 

The>  Senate  resumed,  as  io  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  giving  furthet 
time  for  registering  claims  to  land  in  the  eastera 
district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  eDgrossed 
and  read  a  third  time?  it  was  determined  in  the 
aifirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  enlarge  (he 
limits  of  the  State  of  Loiifsiaoa;  and  on  moticA 
by  Mr.  Vabn dm,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  required 
on  passing  the  bill  to  a  third  reading;  and^  after 
debate,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Anubrson,  the  forther 
coDstderation  of  the  bill  was  postponed  until  to- 
morrow, and  made  the  order  lor  that  day. 

Mr.  Brbnt,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  to  incorporate  a  bank  in  the  town 
•f  Alexandria,  by  the  name  and  style  of  ^'tbe 
Mechanics'  Bank  of  Alexandria,"  reported  it  with 
amendments. 

Mr.  Brent  presented  the  petition  of  the  Presi- 
deiit  and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  Washingtoo 
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led  ''Ao  act  ettablishiog  a  quaiternuuiter's  de- 
trtmeot,  and  for  other  purposes/'  as  reported  bv 
he  maoagers  si  the  conference  on  the  said  bill. 
*he]r  bare  passed  a  bill*  entitled  ''An  act  to  ao- 
lorize  tbe  Secretary  of  War  td  excbanffe  lands 
rith  tbe  Ursuline  Nans  of  the  city  of  New  Or- 
onsj"  in  which  bill  they  request  tbe  concur* 
ace  of  the  Senate. 

Tbe  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed  to 
ite  second  readinff. 

Tbe  engrossed  bill  to  incorporate  Moses  Aus- 
iif  John  Rice  Jones,  Henry  Austin,  and  others, 
ito  s  company,  by  the  name  lof  the  Louisiana 
£td  Company,  was  read  tlie  third  time. 

Oa  tbe  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass?  it  was 
etermioed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  14,  nays  12, 
I  follows : 

TiAt— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bradley,  Condit,  Crmw- 
nd,  Dins,  German,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Howell,  Hto- 
a,  Smith  of  New  York,  Taity  Taylor,  and  Worthing- 
m. 

Nats— MessvB.  Bayard,  Franklin,  Giles,  Horsey, 
lUDbert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Reed,  Smitb  of  Maryland,  Tur- 
er,  and  Vamnm. 

So  it  was  Resclvedy  That  this  bill  pass,  and 
bat  tbe  title  thereof  be,  "An  act  to  incorporate 
loses  Austin,  John  Rice  Jones,  Henry  Austin, 
fid  others;  inta  a  compaoT,  by  the  name  x)f  the 
^oisiaaa  Lead  Company." 


"-^^ 


Fridat,  March  27. 

Tbe  bill  entitled,  *'.An  met  to  authorize  the  Sec^ 
etary  of  War  to  exchange  lands  whh  the  Ursn-> 
ioe  Nuns  of  the  citv  of  New  Orleans,"  was  read 
be  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
ee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs. 
}heqg,  Dana,  and  Brent,  were  appointed  the 
lommittee. 

■ 

Mr.  Camp&ell,  of  Tennessee,  spbmitted  tbfe 
followiog  motion  for  consideration : 

*^Raoh€df  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
joire  what  proTision  ought  to  be  maide  by  law  for 
completing  titles  on  soch  special  entries,  locations,  and 
nnreys  of  lands,  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  as  were 
aide  pursuant  to  the  laws  of  North  Carolina,  and  re- 
eogniied  by  the  act  of  tbe  said  State,  commonly  caltied 
the  cession  act,  and  which  lie  west  and  sooth  of  the 
line  described  in  an  act  of  Congress,  entitled  *' An  act 
to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants  and 
perfect  titles  to  certain  lands  therein  described,''  dec 
puted  on  the  18th  of  April,  1806,  and  within  the 
bounds  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  been  extinguidied ; 
*d  that  the  committee  hate  leave  to  report  by  bill  oi 
Mherwise." 

Mr.  GiLMAN,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the. 
relief  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  served  in 
the  late  campaign  on  the  Wabash,"  correctly  en- 
grossed ;  and  the  bill  was  read  tbe  third  time  as 
imended.  ,  ^ 

.  On  motion,  by  Mr.  Rbcd,  to  recommit  the  bill, 
itjassed  in  the  negatiTe. 

lUiolved^  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  Senate  resumed)  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  tbe  bill  making  fur* 


their  prdvisioif  for  the  sahs  of  public  lands,  together 
with  the  motion  for  postponement ;  and  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  bill  was  postponed  until 
the  first  Monday  in  December  next. 

Mr.  Bataro,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  to  enlarge  the 
limits  of  the  State  of  Louisiana ;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  tbe  second  reading. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Minifie, 
reported  it  with  amendments. 

ThOv  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  ascertain 
and  designate  certain  boundaries. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Gsrman,  to  strike  out  tbe 
second' section  of  the  bil>,  which  prorides  for  the 
ascertaining  where  tbe  wateirs  of  Connecticut 
river  intersect  the  northernmost  part  of  the  45th 
decree  of  north  latitude,  it  was  determined  in  the 
amrmative — yeas  17,  nays  10,  as  follows: 

Ysis — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bayard.  Bibb,  Oaillard, 
German,  Goodridi,  Hunter,  lietb,  Lloyd;  Reed,  Smith 
of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  Tork,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner 
and  Yamum. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bradley,  Condit,  Crawford,  Dana, 
Franklin,  Gregg,  Howell,  Lambert,  Pope,  and  Wortb- 
ington. 

And  tbe  President  reported  the  bill  to  tbe 
House  amended. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  the  third  time  as  amended?  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Frankuk,  from  the  committee  to  wbotti 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Thomas  Gordon,  re- 
ported that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not 
to  be  granted,  and  that  tbe  petitioner  have  leave 
to  withdraw  his  papers j  and  tbe  report  was  agreed 
to. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Wqrthington,  the  bill  en* 
titled  *'An  act  giving  further  time  to  the  purchasers 
of  public  land  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio  to  com- 
plete their  payments,"  was  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and 
Messrs.  Worthington,  Smith  of  Maryland,  and 
Bayard,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bayard,  Mr.  Tait  waa 
added  to  the  committee  to  whom  were  referred,  on 
the  12th  instant,  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  for  tbe 
relief  of  Arthur  St.  Clair;"  and  tbe  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  Thomas  Wilson." 


Monday,  March  30. 

'the  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  id  ascertain  and  designate  certain  boun- 
daries having  been  reported  by  tbe  committee  cor- 
rectly engrossed,  was  read  the  third  time  as 
amended,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  tbe 
motion  made  the  27ih  instant,  by  Mr.  Campbbli^ 
of  Tennessee ;  and  the  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and 
Messrs.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  Bradley,  and 
Gregg,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  the  bill  for  Improv- 
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on  all  Yesselfl  now  in  port,  or  hereafter  arriving,  fiir  the 
period  of  sixty  days,  1  recommend  the  immediate  pas- 
sage of  a  law  to  that  effect. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
Apul  1,  181S. 

The  Message  wa9  read ;  and  on  motion,  by 
Mr.  Bayard,  that  the  iojuactioa  of  secrecy  be 
taken  off  respecting  the  Message  last  reads  it 
was  determined  in  the' negative — ^yeas  11,  nays 
21,  as  follows: 

Yeab — Messrs.  Bayard,  Dana,  German,  Gilman, 
Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Lloyd, 
and  Reed. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bradlay,  Campbell 
of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Franklin,  uail- 
lard,  Giles,  Howell,  Leib,  Pope,  Robinson,  Smith  of 
Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner, 
Varnum,  and  Worthington. 

Resolved,  That  the  Message  be  referred  to  a 
select  committee,  to  consist  of  five  members,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Caitpbell  of  Tennes- 
see, Taylor,  Grrman,  Pope,  and  Batard,  be  the 
committee. 


Tbdrbday,  April  2« 

tHr.  Bradley^  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  to  author- 
ize a  detachment  from  the  militia  of  the  United 
States,"  reported  it  a  amended. 

The  following  copfidential  Message  was  re- 
ceiyed  from  the  House  of  Representatites,  by 
Messrs.  Wright  and  Grumdy,  a  committee  of 
that  House ;  Mr.  Wright,  Chairman : 

Mr.  President :  The  House  of  Representatives 
have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  *^  An  act  laying  an 
embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  th«  ports  and 
harbors  of  the  United  States  for  a  limited  time;" 
in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate ; 
and  the  committee  are  instructed  to  impress  on 
the  Senate  a  speedy  consideration  of  the  bill. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Camfrell,  of  Tennessee;  stated,  ftom  the 
committee  appointed  to  consider  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  of  the  first  in- 
stant, that,  having  had  intimation  that  a  bill  on 
the  subject  had  passed  the  other  House,  the  com- 
mittee would  not  .at  present  make  a  report. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Leir,  thai  the  bill  be  now 
read  a  second  time  by  unanimous  consent,  it  was 
obiected  to  as  against  the  rule. 

Mr.  AifDERBON  submitted  a  motion  to  suspend 
so  much  of  the  twelfth  rule  for  conducting  busi- 
ness, as  provides  that  the  three  reading^  of  a  bill 
be  on  three  separate  days ;  and,  after  debate,  he 
withdrew  his  motion,  in  order  that  the  following 
motion  might  be  taken  up : 

Whereupon,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Smith. 
of  Maryland,  one  of  tbe  majority,  to  reconsider  the 
vote  for  the  second  reading  of  the  bill,  by  unani- 
mous consent ;  and  it  was  again  objected  to  as 
against  tbe  rule. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  LLotn,  that  the  bill  be 
printed,  under  an  injunction  ojf  secrecyi  for  the 


use  of  the  Senat^  it  was  determined  in  the  na- 
tive— yeas  11.  nays  21,  as  follows : 

YxA»-^Messn.  Bayard,  Bradley ,  Dana,  Gecmis. 
Gilman,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Uo^ 
and  Reed. 

Nats— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Caltepbell  of  Tn- 
nessee.  Gondii  Crawfoid,  Cutis,  Fraoklio,  Gailhrd. 
Giles,  Gregg,  Howell,  Leib.  Pope,  Robtneon,  Smiik  i 
Maiy lan4  Smith  of  Ne#  York,  Tail,  Taylor,  Tooft 
Vanuuntand  Worthington. 

Mr.  Anderson  renewed  him  motion  to  stupesd 
the  twelfth  rule  for  conducting  business ;  aoifli 
tbe  question  to  agree  thereto,  it  was  detenniaid 
in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  20,  nays  12,  as  follows: 

YxAS^-Measrs.  Andenoa,  Bibb,  Campbell  of  T«&- 
nessee,  Oondit,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Franklin,  GtiBai 
Giles,  Howell,  Leib,  Pope,  Kobinson«  Smith  d  Mat 
land,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Tv 
num,  and  Worthington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bsyard,  Bradley,  Dana,  GeniiB.j 
Gilman,  Oeodiich,  Gi^gg,  Horsey,  Hoiiter,  Ltmbm^ 
Llovd,  and  Reed. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Camfrell,  of  TeoQesKj 
the  bill  was  read  tfaf  second  time. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland.  iM 
bill  was  referred  to  the  committee  yeslerdsf  w 
pointed  on  the  confidential  Message  of  the  Presij 
dent  of  tbe  United  States,  to  consider  and  repofi 
thereon. 

Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  the  following  motioo  fin 
consideration : 

jReaeW,  Tliat  tbe  Pcsoident  of  the  United  Sutef 
be  requested  to  lay  before  the  Senate  any  infbrmatici 
In  possession  of  the  GoTernment,  touching  our  forein 
relations,  which  has  not  been  already  commonicatM 
and  which,  in  his  opinion,  it  may  not  be  injurioos  fi 
tbe  public  interests  to  make  known  to  the  Sentie. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolatioo.  i 
was  determined  in  the  negatiTe-^yeas  14,  Dan 
17,  as  follows:  { 

YxAS — Measfs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Dana,  Gemiif 
Giles,  Giknan,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lia 
hert,  Lloyd,  Reed,  and  Smith  of  Maiyland* 

NATa-^Messn.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Campbell  of  T^ 
neasee,  Condit,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Franklin,  UtiM 
Howell,  Leib,  Pope,  Robinson,  Smith  of  New  Yod 
Tait,  Tajlor,  Turner,  and  Varnum. 

Mr.  Camprrll,  of  Tenneeaee,  from  the  coo; 
mittee  to  wbom  the  bill  was  referred,  reported  il 
amended.  J 

Mr.  Andbrson  was  called  to  the  Chair,  sH 
tbe  bill  was  considered  aa  in  Committee  of  th| 
Whole,  together  with  the  amendntent  reporid 
thereto  by  the  select  committee. 

A  motioo  was  made,  by  Mr.  Bataro,  toamefi^ 
tbe  bill,  by  adding  thereto  the  following  section 

And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  act,  eatidii 
*^  An  act  concerning  the  commercial  interoouTie  be 
tween  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and  Pranc« 
and  their  dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes ;  tfj 
also  the  third  eection  of  the  ad,  entitled  *<  An  set  sap 
plementary  to  the  act,  entitled  *  An  act  oonceniag  th 
commercial  intercourse  between  the  United  Stitt 
and  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  their  dependencies 
and  for  other  purposes,*'  be  and  the  same  are  hereby 
repealed. 
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nying  an  eniargemeot  of  their  eft]ttta1,  for  rea>- 
}Qs  ihereiD  stated ;  aod  the  petition  was  read, 
Q<i  referred  to  a  select  cofomittee,  to  eoosider  and 
•port  rbereon  by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and  Messrs. 
SENT,  Dana,  and  Caiipbei«l  of  Tennessee,  were 
Itpoioted  th6  eommittee. 

A  meisage  from  the  House  of  Representatites 
iformed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
bill,  eatitled  ^  An  net  to  continuif  in  force  ^  An 
ctto  provide  for  persons  who  were  disabled  by 
BowD  woonds  received  in  the  Revolutionary  war, 
Dd  for  other  purposes ;"  also  a  bill,  entitled  "  An 
et  for  the  relief  of  William  Hubbell  ^'  in  Which 
illi  they  rcqnest  the  eoaevrrence  of  the  Senate. 
The  two  bills  last  brought  itp  for  concarreoce 
•ere  read,  and  pnsaed  to  the  second  rtadjn|^. 
Oq  motion  by  Mn^  FsAitKLtir,  the  eommutee  to 
rbom  was  referred  the  petition  of  David  Porter 
ras  dischari^ed^and  the  consideration  of  the  peti- 
bo  postponed  mdefinitely. '  • 
The  Senate  resamed,a«  in'Committee  of  the 
fTbokthe  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
%oma8  Orr ;"  and' the  bill  having  been  amended, 
^e  President  reported  It  tothe  House  accordingly. 
On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
tte  as  amended  Tit  was  determined  in  the  affirm- 
tire. 


WsoifswDAT,  April  1« 

Mr. Howell,  froth  the  committee  to  whom  was 
^rred,  on  the  dOth  December  last,  the  petition 
f  NathsDiel  Smith,  naval  officer  of  the  port  of 
'foTidence,  reported,  as  theiropinion,  that  it  would 
e  ioexpedient  to  act  any  further  on  it  this  ses- 
ion;  and  the  report  was  agreed  to.  . 
Mr.  Bhaolcy,  from  the  committee  to  tvbom 
ns  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  a^t  concern- 
sgthe  Levy  Court  of  the  county  of  Washington, 
0  the  District  of  Columbia,"  reported  it  amended. 

Mr.  Pope,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
eferredche  bill,ciititled  *^  An  act  supplemental  to 
An  act  making'  provision  for  arming  and  equip* 
ug  the  whole  body  of  militia  of  the  United 
ftates,"  reported  it  amended. 

Od  motion  by  Mr.  Pope«  the  resolutions  of  the 
jegislatare  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  commnni- 
tted  OD  the  3d  Marob,  on  the  subject  of  public 
otds,  was  referred  to  a  select  comuMltee,  to  oon- 
iiderand  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and 
iessn.  Pops,  Campbell  of  Tenneaaee,  and  An- 
»tBfl0N,  were  appointed  the  comntittee. 

Oo motion, the cORHnktee to  whomwas  refers 
^  the  petition  of  Charles  Whitlow,  were  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  thereof^ 

Mr.GiLEflf  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  iFuac  Tryou.  reported  that 
(be  prayer  or  the  petiiioo  ought  not  to  be  granted ; 
tod  the  report  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wtlr 
iitm  Hobbell,"  was  read  the  second  Ume,  and 
^fmed  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and 
^^port  thereon;  and  Messrs.  Bibb,  Horoet,  and 
Bradley,  were  appointed  the  coihmittee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  continue  in  force 
'  Aq  act  to  provide  for  persons  who  were  disabled 


by  known  wounds  received  in  the  ReToIutiooary 
war,  aod  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  Gbeog, 
Varnum,  and  Tait,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

A  message  froii;x  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "  An  att  to  authorize  the  granting 
of  patents  for  land,  according  to  the  surveys  that 
have  been  made,  and  to  ^rant  donation  rights  to 
certain  claiteantaof  land  m  the  district  of  Detroit, 
and  for  other  purposes ;"  in  which  bill  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  last  mentioned  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading.' 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Orr.-'  liaving  been  re- 
ported by  the  ctnnmittee  correctly  engrossed,  the 
bin  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended,  and  passed 
with  amendments. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  *^  An  act 
for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  into 
the  Union,  and  to  extend  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  to  the  said  State,"  having  been  reported  by 
the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was 
read  a  third  tim^  as  amended,  and,  b^  unanimous 
consent,  was  further  amended,  by  striking  out,  in 
the  ninth' section  and  second  line,  the  word  *^  next,*' 
and  inserting  the  words  ^  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twelve." 

Btsdved^  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  bill  giving  fhrther  time  for  registering 
cLaims  to  land  in  the  eastern  district  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Orleans  having  been  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee correctly  engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed.  , 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Coitomittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  enlarge  the 
limits  of  the  State  of  Louisiana ;  and,  no  amend- 
ment having  been  offered,  on  the  question,  Shall 
this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time?  it 
was  deteritafned  in  the  affirmative— yeas  21,  nays 
8,  as  follows :      ; 

TxA8 — ^Messrs.  Andenon,  Baysxd,  fiibb,  CainpbaU 
of  Tennessee^  Condit,  Crawford,  Gutts,  Gsillard,  Giles, 
Gregg,  Horsey,  Howell,  Leib,  Pmpe,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Var- 
num, and  Worthlngton. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Bmdley,  Franklin,  German,  Gilman, 
Goodrich^  Lambert,  Lloyd,  and  Reed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  reliefof 
Arthur  St.  Clair;**  and,  on  the  question.  Shall 
this  billbe  read  the  third  time?  it  passed  in  the 
negative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  Wilson ;"  aod  it  was  ordered  to  the  third 
reading. 

The  following  confidential  Message  was  tc- 
ceived  from  the  President  of  the  United  States : 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

JUpreaentaiives  of  the  United  States  .• 
Considering  it  as  expedient,  under  existing  ctrcum- 
stanees  and  prospects,  that  a  general  embargo  be  laid 
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Gaiilard,  (German,  Goodrich,  Honey,  Hnoter,  Lloyd, 
Pope,  Reed,  and  Smith  of  New  York. 

Nats — MeBsra.  Anderaon,  Bibb,  Campbell  of  Ten- 
neaeee,  CatU,  Franklin,  Howell,  Leib,  Kobinaon,  Tatt, 
Taylor,  Tomer,  VainiiBf  and  Worthiiigton* 

After  the  consideratiOQ  of  Eteeut^ve  and  con- 
fidential busioeas,  the  Senate  adjourned^ 


Saturdat,  April  4. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Campbbll,  of  Tennessee, 
the  galleries  were  cleared,  and  the  doors  of  the 
Senate  Chamber  closed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Repreaentatires, 
by  their  committee.  Messrs*  GALBOOir  aii4  Wil^ 
uABie— Mr.  Calboijn,  chairman : 

Mr,  PrtfiderU :  The  House  of  Represeatatires 
concur  in  the  amendments'  of  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  laying  an  embargo  on  all 
ships  and  Tesaels  in  the  ports  .and  harbors  of  the 
United  States,  for  a  limited  time.''  The  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  haTiog  signed 
an  enrolled  bill,  we  are  directed  to  bring  it  to  the 
Senate  for  the  sijp^nature  of  their  President. 

Mr.  Vabnum,  irom  the  commiicee,  reported  the 
bill  correctly  enrolled. 

The  Presioent  signed  the  enrolled  bill  Ust 
reported  to  have  been  examined,  and  it  was  de* 
livered  to  the  committee,  to  be  laid  before  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Varnitm,  from  the  Committed,  reported  that 
they,  this  day,-  laid  befbre  the  President  of  the 
United  States  the  enrolled  bill  last  mentioned, 
and  that  the  President  had  approved  and  signed 
the  act. 

After  the  consideration  of  Execative  Rnd  con- 
fidential business,  on  motion^  by  Mr.  Franklin, 
the  doors  of  the  oenate  Chamber  were  opened. 

Mr.  LfiiB  presented  the  memorial  of  Arthur  St. 
Clair,  praying  that,  in  consideration  of  services 
rendered  to  the  United  States  during  the  Revo* 
lutionary  war,  and  of  his  extreme  poverty,  Con- 
gress would  make  some  provision  to'smooth  his 
declining  years,  and  secure  him  from  the  dread 
of  immediate  want*;  and  the  memorial  was  read, 
and  Inferred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and 
Messrs.  Lbib,  Bradi^b7,  and  Batarb,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

Mr.  Bradlsy,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  a6t  making 
provision  for  certain  persons  claiming;  lands  un- 
der t|ie  several  acts  for  the  relief  of  tne  refugees 
from  the  British  provinces  of  Canada  and  Nova 
Scotia,"  reported  it  amended.  . 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '^An 
act  to  authorize  a  detachment  from  the  militia  of 
the  United  States,'*  together  with  the  amend- 
ments reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee; 
and,^aviDg  agreed  to  the  amendments,  the  Pres- 
ident reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accord- 
ingly. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Rssn,  to  strike  out  "six," 
and  insert,  in  lieu  thereof,  ^' three,"  thereby  to  re* 
dtiea  the  term  of  militia  servi<;e,  a  divistoo  was 


called  for,  and  the  qaesiion  was  taken  on  stnki^ 
out,  and  was  determined  tn  the  n^gatiTc— fcK  ' 
12,  nays  16.  as  follows : 

Ybab— Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Condit,  Baa, 
German,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Honter,  Laaabert,  Vaji^ 
Reed,  and  Smith  of  Marylitiid, 

Nats — Messrs.  Andewon,  Campbell  of  TeDDeae^: 
Crawford,  Cutts,  Franklin,  Gaillaid,   Gilei^  Gng| 
Howetl,  Pope,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor, Tip  ;^ 
ner,  Vamum,  and  Worthington. 

^  On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  readathid,! 
time  as  amended?  it  was  determined  in  tfaca], 
firmative.  '| 

A  ikiessase  from  the  House  of  RepreseQtatiH||| 
Informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  disagrrei||| 
all  the  amendments  to  the  first  section,  andagiwl 
to  all  the  other  amendments  of  the  Senate  toill 
bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  oflkai 
and  soldiers  who  served  in  the  late  campaigafli 
the  Wabash," 
^  On  motion,  by  Mr.  Anderron, 

Ordered^  That  the  injunction  of  secrecy  il 
taken  off  respecting  so  much  of  the  confiden'^ 
proceedings  of  the  Senate  on  the  Isi,  2d,  aad 
mstant,  as  relate  to  the  embargo ;  and  that 
same  be  published. 


MoliDAT,  April  6. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Sen 
resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the 
sideration  of  the  bill  authorizing  a  subseripti 
for  the  Laws  of  the  United  States;  and,  on  m^ 
tion  by  Mr.  Leib,  it  was  agreed  that  the  co 
eration  thereof  be  further  poatpoaed  to  the 
Monday  in  May  next. 

'  The  Sienate  resumed,  as  in  ComiDittee  of  iA|. 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  carry  iml 
effect  the  pirovisioos  of  the  eifi[hth  section  of  tkl' 
**  Act  regulating  the  grants  of  land,  and  prorid^ 
ing  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  or  the  Uaited 
States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee ;"  and,  oa 
motion,  by  Mr.  Lloyo,  it  was  referred  to  dtf| 
committee  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  17ih  of 
March,  the  bill,  entitled  **AQact  to  enable  tkt 
people  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  to  form  a  conv 
stitution  and  State  government,  and  for  the  ad' 
mission  of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equil 
footing  with  the  original  States,"  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

Mr,  Reeo,  from  the  committee  to  vhom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  for  the  or- 
ganization of  a  corps  of  artificers,"  reported  it 
amended. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act 
to  authorize  a  detachment  from  the  militia  of 
the  United  States  "  having  been  reported  by  the 
committee  correctly  enzrossed,  the  bill  was  read 
8  third  time  as  amended. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amend- 
ed ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative— yeas 
22,  nays  7,  as  loUows : 

YsAa— Meitra.  AndenoD,  BM,  Bndiey,  Brent, 
Campball  of  Tenneaaee»  Crawibid^  Cntla,  FnnUin. 
Gail(ard,  Giegg,  HoweU,  Leib^  Lkyd,  Popa^  Reed, 
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ibiMoii,  Smith  of  New.  Y«rk>  Tsit,  Xaylorv  Tonief , 
uniim,  And  Wonhuigto|i« 

Nats'— Macntf.   Gondii,  Genoan,  Giles,   Gilmen, 
»odrich,  Lambextk  «nd  Smith  of  Maryleiul. 

So  it  was  Besolved,  Th^t  this  bill  pass  with 
aeDdments. 


TusaoAT,  April  7. 

Mr.  Worth iNOTON,  from  the  commit(ee  to 
bom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  to 
itborize  the  graating  of  patents  of  hrnd  accord- 
g  to  the  surrejrs  that  ha?e  beeo  made,  and  to 
lat  doaatioB  rights  to  certain  claimants  of  land 
the  district  of  Petroic,  and  foroth^r  purposes,'' 
ported  it  without  ameudment;  He  also  report- 
i  the  bill,  eotttled  ''  An  act  giving  ftirthei  time 
the  porebaaers  of  public^iimd  northwest  of  the 
ver  Ohio  to  eomplete  their  payvienis,^  amended. 

00  motion,  bjr  Mr.  Campjbbll,  of  Tennessee, 
le  gsileries  were  eleared,  and  the  doors  of  the 
enate  Chamber  closed. 

Go  motion,  i^  Mr.  Smitit,  of  Maryland,  the 

innction  of  secrecy  respecting  the  bill,  entitled 

ID  act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  *An  act  to 

ise  an  additional  military  force,'  passed  Jano- 

y  lltb,  1812,"  was  taken  offy  and  the  doors  of 

c  Senate  Chamber  opened. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Anderson,  the  bill  was 

ftd  the  third  time. 

On  the  qaestiony  Shall  this  bill  pass?  it  was 

^rmioed  in  the  affirmative-p^yeas  13>  nays  7, 

1  follows : 

TiAS — Messrs.  Andersen,  Gaoipbelt,  of  Tennessee, 
ndit,  Crawftrd,  Gregg,  Howell,  Leib,  PtopOt  Smith 
New  York,  Tsat,  Taylor,  Vamom,  and  Worthing* 
i. 

ICats — ^Meesi*.  Giles,  Gilman,  €h>odrioh,  Horsey, 
tobert,  Reed,  and  Smith  of  Maryland. 

So  it  was  Retolved^  That  this  bill  pass. 


"^^ 


WiBONGSDAY,  April  S. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resola- 
OQ  of  the  House  of  Representatives  disagreeing 
I  the  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  *Qln  act 
V  the  relief  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  who 
rred  in  the  late  campaign  on  the  Wabash.'' 
Od  motion,  by  Mr.  Pofr,  that  the  Senate  re* 
sde  from  the  amendments  disagreed  to, -it  was 
ftermined  in  the  negative — yeas  6,  nays  14,  as 
4iow8 : 


I.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell  of 
ennenee,  Gilman,  Lambert,  Pope,  Worthington. 
Kits — ^Messrs.  Bradley,  Condit,  Crawfi>rd,  GaiUard, 
'Ocnirich,  Giegg,  Uowell,  Leib,  Llovd,  Reed,  Smith 
I  MaiyUnd,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  and  Turner. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Leib.  it  was  resolved  that 
^e  Senate  insist  on  the  amendments  disagreed  to. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
A&tnDed  the  Senate  th&t  the  House  agree  to  the 
imeQdmenta  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
Ao  act  to  authorize  a  detachment  from  the  mi- 
itia  of  the  United  States,"  with  amendments  \ 
0  which  they  request  the  coaAurceaee  of  the 
Seaate. 

l^th  Coir.  1st  Sbss.— 7 


The  Senate  proeeeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the 
amendments  to  the  hill,  entitled  **An  act  to  au- 
thorize a  detachment  from  the  militia  of  the 
United  States;"  and  concurred  therein. 

The  bill  to  enlarge  the  limits  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana  was  read  a  third  time. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  biU  pass?  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  21,  nays  5, 
as  follows : 

Ybas— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell 
of  Tenneisee,  Condit,  Crawford,  Cutte,  GaiUard,  Giles, 
Gilinan,  Gregg,  Howell,  Leib>  Pope^  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Var- 
nora,  and,  Worthington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Dana,  Goodrich,  Lambert,  LIoy<f, 
and  Reed. 

So  it  was  Resolved^  That  this  bill  pass,  and 
that  the  title  thereof  be  '*An  act  to  enlarge  the 
limits  of  the  State  of  Louisiaoa." 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '^An 
act  for  the  orgaoization  of  a  corps  of  artificers," 
together  with  the  amendments  reported  thereto 
by  the  select  committee;  and  having  agreed  to 
the  amendments,  the  President  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  rea4  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Anderson,  the  bill,  enti- 
tled *^An  act  supplementary  to  'An  act  making 
provision  for  arming  and  equipping  the  whole 
oody  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States,"  was 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

Oo  motion,  by  Mr.  Grggo,  the  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  giving  further  time  to  the  purchasers  of 
poblic  land  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio  to  com- 

Slete  their  payments,"  was  postponed  until-  Mon* 
ay  next. 


Thubsday,  April  9. 

The  ameodmencs  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
for  the  organization  of  a  corps  of  artificers,"  hav- 
ing been  reported  by  the  committee  as  correctly 
engrossed,  the  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  as 
amended ;  aiMl,  on  motion,  the  bill  was  amended 
by  umanimotts  consent,  section  six,  line  two,  by 
striking  out  the  following  words:  ^annually,  dur- 
ing the  continuance  of  this  act." 

Resohed,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendmenca. 

The  PRBsmsNT  communicated  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  petition  of  Na- 
thaniel Q.  Inffraham  and  others,  referred  to  him 
on  the  14th  of  February,  and  the  report  was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coosiileraiion  of  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  supplementary  to  'An  act  making  pro- 
vision for  arming  and  eqnippiag  the  whole  body 
of  the  militia  of  the  United  States,"  toffether 
with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the 
select  committee,  and  having  agreed  to  the  sev- 
eral amendments,  the  President  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shalt  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
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Gaillard,  Gennaii,  Goodrich,  Honey,  Hanter,  Lloyd, 
Pope»  Reed,  and  Smith  of  New  York. 

Nats — Menra.  Andenon,  Bibb,  Campbell  of  Ten- 
neaeee,  CatU,  Franklin,  Howell,  Leib,  Kobinion,  Tatt, 
Taylor,  Tamer,  VainiiBf  and  Worthi&gton» 

After  the  consideratioQ  of  Ekecutive  androD* 
fidential  busioess,  the  Senate  adjoaraed« 


SaturdaTi  April  4. 

On  rootipD,  by  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee, 
the  galleries  were  cleared,  and  the  doors  of  ihe 
Senate  Chamber  closed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepreeentatiTes, 
by  their  committee.  Messrs.  CALHOOft  and  Wil^ 
LiABi0-*-Mr.  Calboon,  chairman : 

Mr,  PrtfiderU :  The  House  of  Representatives 
concur  in  the  amendments' of  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  laying  an  embargo  on  all 
ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  barbofrs  of  the 
United  States,  for  a  limited  time."  The  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  having  signed 
an  enrolled  bill,  we  are  directed  to  bring  it  to  the 
Senate  for  the  sij^nature  of  their  President. 

Mr.  Vabndm,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  correctly  enrolled. 

The  President  signed  the  enrolled  hill  Ust 
reported  to  have  been  examined,  and  it  was  de- 
livered  to  the  committee,  to  be  Isid  before  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  VarnuMj  from  the  committed,  reported  that 
they,  this  day,>  laid  befbre  the  Presklent  of  the 
United  States  the  enrolled  bill  last  mentioned, 
and  that  the  President  bad  approved  and  ^gned 
the  act. 

After  the  consldetation  of  fixecative  and  con- 
fidential business,  on  motion)  by  Mr.  Franklin, 
the  doors  of  the  oenate  Chamber  were  opened. 

Mr.  Leib  presented  the  memorial  of  Arthur  St. 
Clair,  praying  that,  in  consideration  of  services 
rendered  to  the  United  States  during  the  Revo- 
lutionary war,  and  of  his  extreme  poverty,  Con- 
gress would  make  some  provision  to  smooth  his 
declining  years,  and  secure  him  ft'om  the  dread 
of  immediate  want-;  and  the  memorial  was  read, 
and  Inferred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and 
Messrs.  Leib,  BRAni^Br,  and  Batasd,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^^An  aet  making 
provision  for  certain  persons  claiming;  lands  un- 
der t|ie  several  acts  for  the  relief  of  tne  refugees 
from  the  British  provinces  of  Canada  Und  Nova 
Scotia,"  reported  it  amended.  . 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  authorize  a  detachment  from  the  militia  of 
the  United  States,'*  together 'with  the  amend- 
ments reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee; 
and,^aviDg  agreed  to  the  amend  menu,  the  Pres- 
ident reported  ihe  bill  to  the  House  accord- 
ingly. 


called  for.  and  the  question  Was  taken  on  strikiti 
out,  and  was  determined  in  the  n^gaiive—ro! 
12,  nays  16.  as  follows : 

Yb&s — ^Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Condit,  Dm. 
German,  Gilman,  Goodrieh,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Uofi^ 
Reed,  and  Smith:  of  Maryland, 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Andewon,  Campbell  of  TeuneiB^ 
Crawford,  Cntts,  Franklin,  Gaillaid,  Gile^  Gnu 
Howell,  Pope,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tv- 
ner,  Vamum,  and  Worthington. 

On  the  question,  Sball  this  bill  be  read  a  thiii 
time  as  amended?  it  was  determined  in  theil 
firmative. 

A  message  from  the  Rouse  of  Representati 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  disa^f«i| 
all  the  amendments  to  the  first  section,  and  a^ 
to  all  the  other  amendments  of  the  Senate  to 
bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  o 
and  soldiers  who  served  in  the  late  campaigod 
the  Wabash.'' 
^  On  motion,  by  Mr.  ANDSRaoN, 

Ordered^  That  the  injunction  of  secrecy  h 
taken  off  respecting  so  much  of  the  confideouij 
proceedings  of  the  Senate  on  the  1st,  2d,  and  H 
mstant,  as  relate  to  the  embargo ;  and  that  th^ 
same  be  published.  i 


MqHoat,  April  6. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Seoau 
resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  theeofr 
sideration  of  the  bill  authorizing  a  subscriptioi 
forthe  Laws  of  the  United  States;  and,  on  mcH 
lion  by  Mr.  Leib,  it  was  agreed  that  the  coDsi4 
eration  thereof  be  further  postponed  to  the  firs 
Monday  in  May  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tli< 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  carry  in 
effect  the  pirovisions  of  the  eifi[hth  section  of  tl 
**  Act  regulating  the  grants  of  land,  and  prorid- 
ing  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  or  the  (Jaltd 
States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee;"  and,  oq 
motion,  hy  Mr.  Lloyo,  it  was  referred  to  M 
committee  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  17ih  oi 

bie  itki, 


On  motion,  by  Mr.  RBsn,  to  strike  out  *'six," 
and  insert,  in  lieu  thereof,  ^Mhree,"  thereby  to  re* 
dace  the  term  of  militia  service,  a  divisioD  was 


March,  the  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  to  enable 
people  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  to  form  a  coa^ 
stitution  and  State  government,  and  for  the  ad' 
mission  of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal 
footing  with  ^he  original  States,"  to  consider  aod 
report  thereon. 

Mr.  Reeo,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  or- 
ganization of  a  corps  of  artificers,"  reported  it 
amended. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act 
to  authorize  a  detachment  from  the  militia  oi 
the  United  States."  having  been  reported  by  the 
committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read 
8  third  time  as  amended. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amend- 
ed ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative— yeas 
22,  nays  7,  as  lollows : 

YsAs^Meitrs.  Aiid«noD»  BM,  Bradley,  Brent, 
Campbell  of  Tenneasee,  Crawfard^  Cvtta,  FnokliB, 
Gail^ard,  Gregg,  HoweU,  Leib^  lioyd,  Popf,  Beed, 
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Froceedinga. 


SfiNATB. 


AiMoa,  toilh  of  New  Y«rk>  Tdt,  Xaylory  TVunef , 
airnia,  asil  Worthington, 

Nats-— M«Mri*  Conidity  Germu!,  Giles,   Oilmen, 
oodiich,  Lambert*  and  8milb  of  Maryland. 

So  it  was  Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with 

Deodments. 


Tu68DAT,  April  7. 

Mr.  WoBTBiNOTOir,  from  the  committee  to 
km  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  to 
nborize  the  granting  of  patents  of  hnd  accord- 
f  to  the  surTejra  that  have  been  made,  and  to 
lot  donation  rights  to  certain  claimants  of  land 
the  district  of  petroit,  and  for  other  piurposes,'' 
^rted  it  without  aoendmeiit;  He  abo  repoft- 
t  the  bdl,  entitled  "  An  act  gtring  Airthev  time 
abe  porebasers  of  publicrliuul  northwest  of  the 
ver  Ohio  to  complete  their  payments,^  amende^. 
Oo  iDOtiont  by  Mr,  Campjbbll,  of  Tennessee, 
le  galleries  were  eleared,  and  the  doors  of  the 
ienite  Chamber  closed. 

Oo  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
^nnctioo  of  secrecy  respecting  the  bill,  entitled 
Co  act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  *An  act  to 
lisean  additional  military  force,'  passed  Jano- 
7  Utb,  iai2,"  was  taken  ofiT;  and  the  doors  of 
*  Senate  Chamber  opened. 
Oq  motion,  by  Mr.  Anderson,  the  bill  was 
sd  the  third  time. 

Oa  (he qaestion.  Shall  this  bill  pass?  it  was 
itermioed  in  the  affirmative-p^yeaa  13)  nays  7, 
)  follows : 

Tiit^MessM.  AndetMO,  Gaoipbell,  of  Tenneaaee, 

Bxiit»  Crawftvd,  Gkegg,  Howell,  Leib,  Pope,  Smith 

New  York,  Tnt,  Taylor,  Vamom,  and  Worthing- 

n, 

KiTs—Messn.  Giles,  6ilaian,  Goodrich,  Honey, 
oibert,  Reed,  and  Smith  of  Maryland. 

So  it  was  Remdvedf  That  this  bill  pass. 


Wedmgbdat,  April  8. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resoU- 
QD  of  the  House  of  Representatives  disagreeing 
ttheameadmenu  to  the  bill,  entitled  *^o  act 
t  the  relief  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  who 
(nred  in  the  late  campaign  on  the  Wabash." 
Oq  motion,  by  Mr.  Pofb,  that  the  Senate  re- 
^  from  the  amendments  disagreed  to, -it  was 
rterouQed  in  the  negati?e — yeas  6,  nays  14,  as 
diovs: 

,YKa-.Mes«a.  Andenon»  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell  of 
^nenee,  Gilman,  Lambert,  Pope,  Worthington. 
NiTt^Memra.  Bradley,  Gondii,  Crawford,  Gaillard, 
nodrich,  Giegg,  Howell,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Reed,  Smith 
» "wyUnd,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  and  Turner. 

Oq  motion,  by  Mr.  Leib.  ft  was  resolved  that 
*«  Senate  iasist  on  the  amendments  disagreed  to. 
, J^essase  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
'^^<^nBed  the  Senate  tlutt  the  House  agree  to  the 
|mtQdmeDts  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
*Afl  let  to  anthorize  a  detachment  from  the  mi- 
i^u  of  the  United  States,"  wkh  amendments ; 
'0  vhieh  they  reqitett  the  coaAurxeAce  of  the 

lith  Con.  1st  Sass.— 7 


The  Senate  proeee4ed  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the 
amendments  to  the  hill,  entitled  '^An  act  to  au- 
thorize a  detachment  from  the  militia  of  the 
United  States;"  and  concurred  therein. 

The  bill  to  enlarge  the  limits  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana  was  read  a  third  time. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  passi  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  21,  nays  5, 
as  fullows : 

YuAs — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell 
of  Tenneasee,Condit,  Crawford,  Cutta,  Gaillard,  Giles, 
Gilman,  Gregg,  Howell,  Leib*  Pope^  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tamer,  Var- 
nam,  and  Worthington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Dana,  Goodrich,  Lambert,  Lloyd, 
and  Reed. 

So  it  was  Resolved.  That  this  bill  pass,  and 
that  the  title  thereof  be  ^*An  act  to  enlarge  the 
limits  of  the  State  of  Louisiana." 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  for  the  organization  of  a  corps  of  artificers," 
together  with  the  amendments  reported  thereto 
by  the  select  committee;  and  having  agreed  to 
the  amendments,  the  President  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  quesiion,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affic- 
mative. 

On  motidn,  by  Mr.  Anderson,  the  bill,  enti- 
tled ^*Ao  act  supplementary  to  'An  act  making 
provision  for  arming  and  equipping  the  whole 
t>ody  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States,"  was 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

Oo  motion,  by  Mr.  Grego,  the  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  giving  further  time  to  the  purchasers  of 
pobtic  hind  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio  to  com- 

Slete  their  payments,"  was  postponed  until-  Mon* 
ay  next. 


Thubsday,  April  9. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill^  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  organization  of  a  corps  of  artificers,"  hav- 
ing been  reported  by  the  committee  as  correctly 
engrossed,  the  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  as 
amended ;  and,  on  motion,  the  bill  was  amended 
by  unanimoas  eonsent,  section  six,  line  two,  by 
striking  out  the  following  words:  ^annually,  dur- 
ing the  continuance  of  this  act." 

Resohed,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  PRBsinGNT  communicated  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  petition  of  Na-< 
thaniel  Q.  luffraham  and  others,  referred  to  him 
on  the  14th  of  February,  and  the  report  was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  supplementary  to  *An  act  making  pro- 
rision  for  arming  and  equipping  the  whole  body 
of  the  militia  of  the  United  States,"  toffelher 
with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the 
select  committee,  and  having  agreed  to  the  se?- 
eral  amendments,  the  President  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  questiooi  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
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time  as  amended?  it  was  determiped  in  theaffir- 
natiye. 

Mr.  Reed  gave  notice  (hat  to-raorjrow  he  should 
ask  kave  to  bring  in  a  hill  anthorizing  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  lease,  for  a  term  of 
years,  any  part  of  the  reservattoDs  of  the  public 
ground  in  the  City  of  Waf^hington. 

Mr.  Gebman  gaye  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  authorizing 
the  appointment  of  an  additional  judge  of  the 
district  court  for  the  district  of  New  York. 


Friday,  April  10. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitkd  '^An  act 
supplementary  to  *An  act  making  provision  for 
arming  and  equipping  the  whole  body  of  the  mi- 
litia of  the  United  States,"  having  been  reported 
by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill 
was  read  a  third  time  as  amended ;  and,  oo  mo- 
tion, by  Mr..  Pope,  the  blank  was  filled  with 
**  three  hundred  thousand  dollars." 
Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
bill  to  incorporate  a  bank  in  the  town  of  Alexan- 
dria, by  the  name  and  style  of  the  Mechanics' 
Bank  of  Alexandria,  was  made  the  order  of  the 
day  for  Monday  next. 

The  'Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  War  to  ex- 
change lands  with  the  Ursuline  Nuns  of  the  city 
of  New  Orleans,"  together  with  the  amendments 
reported  thereto  by  the  select  commirtee,  and 
having  agreed  to  the  amendments,  the  President 
reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended?  it  was  determined  in  the  affir^ 
mative. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
idotion  made  on  the  17ih  of  M^irch,  by  Mr. 
Smitb,  of  Maryland,  relating  to  the  appropria- 
tions made  by  the  several  acts  passed  during  the 
present  session,  and  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Reed  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  brin^  in 
a  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  lease,  tor  a  term  of  y«ars,  any  part  of 
the  reservations  of  public  ground  in  the  City  of 
Washington ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Anderson  presented  the  memorial  of  Eli- 
ffius  Fromentin  and  Allan  B.  Magruder,  delegates 
from  the  Convention  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans, 
aoliciting  a  donation  to  the  Government  House, 
and  the  adjoining  lot;  and  the  memorial  was 
read  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and 
Messrs.  Amderbon,  Gregg,  and  Popb,  were  ap- 
pdioted  the  committee. 

Mr.  Germait  asked  and  obtain^  leave  to  brinp; 
in  a  bill  authorizing  the  appointment  of  anf  addi- 
tional judge  of  the  district  court  of  the  district 
of  New  York;  and  the  bill  was  read, and  passed. 

RETURNED  BILL. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  bill  which  passed 


the  two  Hootes  of  Congress  at  the  present  ses- 
sion, entitled  **Aa  act  providing  for  the  trial  ci 
all  causes  pending  in  the  respective  disuict  coons 
of  the  United  States,  io  case  of  the  absence  or 
disability  of  the  judg«»  thereof,"  and  presentd 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States  for  h» 
approbation,  has  been  returned  bv  the  Presidnt 
of  the  United  States,  with  the  lello wing  objec- 
tions: 

«<BecaaBe  tbe  additional  services  imposed  lryt!b« 
bill  on  the  juices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Uni- 
ted  States,  are  to  be  performed  by  them  rather  in  tb 
quality  of  other  judges  of  other  courts,  namely,  jodgei 
of  the  district  courts,  dian  in  the  i|aaIUy  of  juftica  d 
the  Supreme  Court  They  are  to  hold  the  said  diUnGt 
courts,  and  to  do  and  perform  idl  acts  rriating  to  thi 
said  courts  which  are  by  law  required  of  the  diitnei 
judges.  The  bill,  theivfore,  virtually  appoints,  for  tte 
time,  the  justiees  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  other  ^ 
tinct  offices,  to  which,  if  compatible  with  their  orifnui 
offices,  they  ought  to  be  appointed  by  another  thtt 
the  legislative  authority,  in  pursuance  of  legisUtue 
provisions  authoriaing  the  oppointm^ts. 

•<  Because  the  appeal  allowed  by  law  from  the  d«(» 
ion  of  the  district  courts  to  the  circuit  oourts,  while  H 
corroborates  the  construction  which  regards  a  jud^ 
of  the  one  court,  as  clothed  with  a  new  office,  bj  \» 
ing  constituted  a  judge  of  the  other,  submits  for  ctt 
rection  erroneous  judgpnents,  not  to  superior  or  oti 
judges,  but  to  the  erring  individual  himself,  acting 
sole  judge  in  the  appellate  court 

**  Because  the  additional  services  to  be  reqn 
may,  by  distances  of  plaee,  and  by  the  casualties 
templated  by  the  bill,  hecome  disproportionate  to 
strength  and  health  of  the  justices  who  axe  to  peif 
them,  the  additional  services  being,  moreoTcr,  eoti 
to  no  additional  compensation^  nor  the  additional  a 
penses  incurred,  to  reimbursement  In  this  view,  th 
bill  appears  to  be  contrary  to  equity,  as  well  as  a  pie 
cedent  for  modifications  and  extensions  of  judicial  sd 
▼ices,  encroaching  on  the  Constitutiona]  tenure  of  ji 
dictal  offices. 

"  Because,  by  refinrring  to  the  President  of  the  U 
ted  States  questions  of  disability  in  the  district  jD|i| 
and  of  the  unreasonableness  of  delaying  the  sub 
causes  pending  in  the  district  courts,  and  leavuig 
with  him  in  such  cases  to  require  the  justices  of ' 
Supreme  Court  to  perform  additional  services,  the 
introduces  an  unsuitable  relation  of  members  of 
judiciary  department  to  a  discretionary  authoritf 
the  Executive  department. 

«« JAMES  MADISON." 

And  the  House  of  Repr^sentativea,  where 
bill  originated,  have  taken  the  question  in 
Constitutional  way,  and  have  tesolved  that  tbj 
bill  do  not  pass. 

The  House  of  Representatives  recede  fr 
their  disagreement  to  the  amendments  of  tl 
Senate  to  the  first  seotioa  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^Al 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  wU 
served  in  the  late  campaign  on  the  Wabash,"  ifl 
sisted  on  by  the  Senate.  J 

They  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  pH 
viding  for  the  government  of  the  Territory  i 
Louisiana,"  in  which  bill  they  reqoeat  the  coi 
currence  of  the  Senate. 

And  on  motion,  the  Seaate  adjourned  not 

Monday.  - 
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Monday,  April  13. 

Tbe  bill  from  (he  House  of  Representatives, 
Dtiiled  "Ad  act  providiog  for  the  goveroraeot  of 
le  Territory  of  LooisiaDa)"  was  read,aQd  passed. 
The  amendmeDts  to  tbe  bill;  entitled  "An  act  to 
aiborize  the  Secretary  of  War  to  exchange 
lods  with  the  Ursaline  Kuos  of  tbe  city  of  New 
frieaDs/' having  been  reported  by  the  committee 
orrecily  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time 
lanaeaded;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Gaeoo,  was 
irtber  amended  by  unanimous  consent. 
Reidvedf  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendmepts. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  presented  ^e  memo- 
al  of  Wiilitfm  Patterson  aod  Sods,  and  a  nam- 
(r  ol  others,  merchants,  of  tK.e  eitv  of  Baltimore, 
tayJDg  a  suspension  of  the  non-importation  act, 
fa  partial  modificalioa  thereof,  for  reasons  therein 
Ated  at  large ;  and  the  memorial  was  read. 
A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
iformed  tbe  Senate  that  tbe  House  have  passed 
joint  resolution  appointing  a  committee  on  their 
irt,  to  join  sach.  committee  as  the  Senate  may 
ppoiat,  to  consider  and  report  what  business  de- 
lands  the  immediate  attention  of  Gonsress,  and 
fhetber  a  recess  be  compatible  with  tne  public 
iterett.  and'  the  term  of  ^nch  recess ;  in  which 
isolutiQa  they  request  the  cooaarrence  of  the 
eoate. 

The  joint  feaolotion  last  mentioned  was  read, 
ftd  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  ANDBssoif,  from  the  committee  to- whom 
^  referred,  on  the  lOtb  instant,  the  memorial 
[the  delegates  from  the  Convention  of  the  Ter* 
tory  of  Orleans,  reported  a  bill  granting  to  the 
lovernor  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  for  the  tinie 
tfng,  and  his  Successors  in  office,  a  lot  of  ground. 
Bd  the  buildings  thei'eon,  jn  the  city  of  New 
Orleans,  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
icond  reading. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  appointment  of  an  ad- 
iiiooal  judge  of  the  district  court  of  the  district 
fNev  York  was  read  the  second  time. 
Tbe  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
d  States  to  letfse,  for  a  term  of  years,  any  part 
fthe  reservations  of  public  ground  in  the  City 
f  Washington,  was'  read  tbe  second  time,  and 
iferred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and 
^port  thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  Rbbo^  Brent,  and 
Oilman,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
iformed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary 
'  the  Treasury  to  purchase  or  lease  the  old  city 
•11  in  the  city  of  New  York ;  in  which  bill  they 
(quest  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
0  the  second  reading. 

On  motion,  b^  Mr.  BraolbV,  the  bill,  entitled 
Aa act  concerning  the  Levy  Court  in  the  county 
)f  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia."  was 
na^ethe  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
^liole,  the  bill  to  incorporate  a  bank  in  the  town 
^Alexandria,  by  the  name  and  style  of  the  Me- 
wics'  Bank  of  Alezandria,  together  wiih  the 


ameadments  reported  thereto  by  the  select  com- 
mittee ;  and  having  agreed  to  the  amendments, 
the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the  House  ac- 
cordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?  it  was  deter* 
mined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  giving  further 
time  to  the  purchasers  of  public  land  northwest 
of  the.river  Ohio  to  complete  their  payments,'' 
together  with  the  amendments  reported  thereto 
by  tbe  select  committee  ,*  and  having  agreed  to 
the  amendfnen^s,  the  President  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House  accordinglv. 

Oo  the- question.  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  asamended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

The  Senate  respmed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  making  provi<- 
sion  for  certain  persons  claiming  lands  under  the 
several  acts  for  tne  relief  of  the  refugees  from  the 
British  provinces  of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia," 
together  with  the  amendments  reported  thereto 
by  the  select  committee ;  and  having  agreed  to 
the  amendments,  the  President  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question^  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
mative. 


TuBsoAY,  April  14. 

Mr.  AndbrsoN;  from  the  committee  to  whom, 
was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  and 
William  Stresbly,  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
joint  resolution  brought  up  yesterday  in  relation 
to  a  recess ;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  bill,'  entitled.  **An  act  providing  for  the 
government  of  the  Territory  of  Louisiana,"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consist  of  five  members,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Worthington. 
Bibb,  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  Anderson,  and 
Goodrich,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill  granting  to  th^  Governor  of  the  State 
of  Loiiisiana,  for  the  time  being,  and  his  successors 
in  office^  a  lot  of  ground,  and  the  buildings  thereon, 
in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  was  read  the  secona 
time. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  provision  for  certain  persons  claiming 
lands  under  the  several  acts  for  the  relief  of  the 
refugees  from  the  British  provinces  of  Canada 
and  Nova  Scotia,"  having  been  reported  by  the 
committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read 
a  third  time  as  amended. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  to  authorize  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  purchase  or  lease  the 
old  city  hall  in  the  city  of  New  York,"  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee, to  consider  and  report  thereon  j  and  Messra. 
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Smith,  of  New  York,  BbadlbX)  and  Gaboo,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

The  Seoate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  the 
Levy  Court  of  the  county  of  Washington,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,''  together  with  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  ^ect  committee;  and, 
bavittg  agreed  thereto,  the  President  repoKed  the 
bill  to  the  House  accordinelj. 

On  the  question,  Shall  thu  foil!  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended?  it  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

The  amendments  to  the  bUl,  entitled  ''An  act 
ffiving  further  time  to  the  purchasers  of  public 
land  daorthwest  of  the  river  Ohio  to  complete 
their  payments,"  having  been  reported  by.  the 
committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  wa,s  read 
a  third  time  as  amended. 

Ruolted^  That  this  bill  pass  w^th  amend- 
ments. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  German,  the  bill  author- 
izing the  appointment  ;of  an  additional  judge  of 
the  di&trict  court  of  the  district  of  New  York 
was  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Gsrhan,  Good- 
RicB,  and  Smith,  of  New  York,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Worthington,  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  the 
3d  of  February,  transmitting  a  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  codtaioing  a  statement  of 
the  proceedings  under  the  act' to  regulate  the  lay- 
ing out  and  making  a  road  from  Cumberland,  m 
the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  was 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and  Messrs. 
Worthington,  Gregg,  and  Anderson,  were 
appointed  the  committee* 

Mr.  Bibb,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
William  Hubbell,''  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act  to  authorize 
the  granting  of  patents  of  land  according  to  the 
surveys  that  have  been  made,  and  to  grant  dona- 
tion rights  to  certain  claimants  of  land  in  the 
district  of  Detroit,  and  for  other  purposes ;''  and, 
on  motion,  the  bill  was  amended,  and  the  Presi- 
dent reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative, 

Mr.  Dana  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Rciokedy  Tha^  it  is  proper  by  law  to  establish  reg- 
ulations applicable  to  cases  of  merchant  vessels  per- 
mitted to  be  armed  for  defence  in  voyages  which  may 
be  allowed  to  foreign  ports  or  places ;  and  therein  to 

Srovide  for  furnishing  letters  of  permission,  or  other 
ocumentary  evidence,  as  may  be  proper  in  any  such 
case  to  manifest  the  defensive  character  of  the  arma- 
ment; and,  also,  to  require  secnrities  for  the  vessels 
and  their  commanders,  respectively,  that  they  shall  not 
proceed  to  any  port  knowti  to  be  actually  blockaded, 
nor  eariy  oonuaband  articles  to  the  domiaioni  of  ao^ 


Power  engaged  in  war  against  such  as  may  be  si  ytxt 
with  the  United  States,  nor  violate  the  laws  or  tRatiei 
of  the  United  States,  or  the  voles  of  public  kvr  br  tbt 
United  States  acknowledged,  but  wiH  obserre  the  io- 
stmctions  which  may  be  given  by  the  President  of  tbe 
United  States  fi>r  preventing  any  audi  nolsiion,  and 
that  satk&ction  shall  be  made  for  all  damages  amd  sh 
juries,  if  any  ahonld  be  committed  in  oontraTeatiai 
thereof:  provided,  that  vessek  bound  for  places  bejoit 
the  southern  Cape- of  Africa  or  America  shaH  notix 
prevented  from  going  anned,  as  has  been  usuil  io  icd 
cases. 


WcDXfcaoAT,  April  15«. 

The  bill  to  incorporale  a  hank  i^  the  town  o! 
Alexandria,  by  the  name  and  style  of  tbe  Mf 
ehanics?  Bank  of  Alexandna,  baviog  been  r- 
ported  by  tbe  committee  correctly  engrossed,  vt« 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  '^Aoar 
to  authorize  the  granting  of  piatents  of  land  »• 
cording  to  the  surveys  that  have  been  made,  td 
to  grant  donation  rights  to  certain  ciaimants  d 
land  in  the  district  ol  Detroit,  and  A>r  other  pw 
poses,^  having  been  reported  by  the  commute^ 
correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  the  th 
time  a9  amended,  and  passed. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^Adh 
concerning  the  Levy  Court  of  the  countr 
Washington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia.''  \t 
iog  been  reported  by  ih^  coi&mittee  correciljr 
grossed,  the  bill  was  read  tbe  third  time 
amended,  and  passed  with'amendments. 

Mr.  Leib  presented  the  memorial  of  Alexaodi 
Henry,  and  a  number  of  others,  merchaais.  < 
the  chy  of  Philadelphia,  praying  a  suspensiuat 
tbe  non-importation  act,  or  a  modification  theifo 
for  reasons  stated  at  large  in  the  memorial ;  wbic 
was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee.! 
consist  of  five  members,  to  consider  and  re 
thereon  fay  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Lei 
Bibb,  Campbsll,  of  Tennessee,  Llotd,  and  Tii 
LOii,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  ti 
memorial  of  William  Patterson,  and  others, 
the  same  subject,  presented  the  13th  instant, 
referred  to  the  committee  last  BientioQed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in -Committee  of 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  htU  for  the  reii 
of  Thomas  and  William  Streshly ;  and,  oa 
question,  Shall  this  bill  foe  engrossed  and  rea 
third,  time  ?  it  was  determined  m  the  affirmati 

The  Seoate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled " 
act  for  the  relief  of  William  Hubbell ;"  and 
was  ordered  to  the  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  ajs  in  Committee  of  t 
Whole,  the  bill  granting  to  the  Qovernor  of  t| 
State  of  Louisiana,  for  the  time  being,  and  I 
successors  in  office,  a  lot  of  ground,  and  the  buij 
ings  thereouj  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans;  ail 
on  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  aj 
read  a  third  time  ?  it  was  determined  in  tbe  i 
firmative. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representativl 
informed  thiB  Senate  that  the  House  agree  to  t| 
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imeodments  of  the  Setoate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
'Ad  act  for  the  orraDizatioa  of  a  corps  of  artifi- 
:eTii:"  with  amendioeDts,  in  which  they  request 
he  concunrence  of  the  Senate.  The]^  have  passed 
1  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  ascertaining  the  titles 
lod  claims  Co  lands  in  that  part  of  Liouisiana 
fbich  lies  east  of  the  river  Mississippi  and  island 
)(  New  Orleans ;"  in  which  bill  thef  request  the 
loocurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amaod* 
nents  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  their 
imeodments  to  the  bill^  enutled  *^An  act  for  the 
organization  of  a  corps  of  artificers ;"  and  con* 
:urTed  therein. 

The  bill  last  hrought  ap  for  concurrence  was 
ead,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
notion  made  v^sterdajr  by  Mr.  Dana,  and  it  was 
igreed  to;  and,  on  his  motuuii  referred  to  a  select 
iommluee^  to  consist  of  &ye  uieoibers,  to  consider 
lod  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and 
Messrs.  Dana,  Smith,  of  Maryland,  Taylos, 
lirxTEB,  and  £a.OYD,  were  appointed  the  com- 
aiitee. 

The  Prbsidcnt  communicated  the  report  of 
be  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  Treasury, 
itade  in  conformity  with  the  resolution  of  the 
kaate  of  the  10th  instant,  (elating  to  the  appro- 
iriations  made  by  the  several  acts  passed  during 
be  present  aessioa;  and  the  report  was  read,  and 
tdered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 


The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Aaron  Oreely,"  was  read  the  second  time,  b^f 
unanimous  consent;  and  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs^ 
Qbeqo.  Wortrinqtoji,  and  Vaknum,  were  ap- 
pointea  the  committee. 

The  bill  granting  to  the  Governor  of  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  for  the  time  being,  and  his  succes- 
sors in  office,  a  lot  of  ground,  and  the  buildings 
thereon,  in  the  city  of  rfew  Orleans,  having  beea 
reported  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed^ 
^was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 


TauRSDAY,  April  16. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
he  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
dief  of  Reuben  Saunders  and  his  securities; 
;Oid  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
eadiog. 

The  bill,  e&titled  "An  act  for  ascertaining  the 
ities  and  elaims  to  lands  in  that  part^  of  Louis- 
aoa  which  lies  east  of  the  river  Mississippi  and 
^laDd  of  New  Orleans,"  was  read  the  second 
inie,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
ider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Greoo, 
TiiT.  and  Worthington,  were  appointed  the 
ommittee. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
milled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Hub- 
>eiV'  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  and  William 
Itreshly,  having  been  reported  by  the  commit- 
ee  correctly  engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time, 
Ad  passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
cformed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
he  biii,  entitled  "An^  act  further  to  amend  the 
^barter  of  the  City  of  Washington;"  a  bill,  enti- 
^  "An  act  to  continne  in  force,  for  a  limited 
'ine.  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  continuing,  for  a 
limited  time,  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  Gk>v- 
eTQment  therein  mentioned ;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled 
'Ab  act  for  the  relief  of  Aaron  Greely ;"  in  which 
biiis  tbey  request  the  concorrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  three  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
*ere  read,  and  passed. 


Friday,  April  17. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Dana,  the  injunction  of 
secrecy  was  removed  respecting  the  proceedings 
on  the  "Act  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  specie, 
goods,  wares,  and  merchanaise,  for  a  ikmitea 
time." 

ITke  proceedings  are  aefaUow  .•] 

TaORsDAT,  April  9, 1812. 

The  following  confidential  message  was  ra« 
ccived  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  by 
their  committee,  Mr.  Smilie  and  Mr.  Plsab- 
AMTCi)  Mr.  Smilib  chairman: 

Mr*  Prendent :  The  House  of  Representatives 
have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  **Att  act  to  prohibit 
the  exportation  of  specie^  goods,  wares^  and  mer* 
chandise,  for  a  limited  time ;"  in  which  bill  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate* 

The  bill  was  read,  and,  on  motioU}  by  Mr, 
CampbblL)  of  Tennessee,  that  the  bill  be  now 
read  the  second  time  by  unanimous  coastnt|  il 
was  objected  to  as  against  the  rule. 

Ordiftdt  I'hftt  (bo  bill,pass  to  a  second  reading. 

» 

Frioay,  April  10. 

,  The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "An  act  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of 
specie,  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  for  a  lim* 
ited  time,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  there- 
on ;  and  Messrs.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  Brad- 
ley, and  Taylor,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  com- 
mittee, reported  tne  bill  last  mentioned  with  an 
amendment.  Whereupon,  the  bill  was  resumed, 
and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
together  with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by 
the  select  committee;  and  having  agreed  to  the 
amendment,  the  President  reported  the  bill  to 
the  House  accordingly. 

On  mbtion,  by  Mr.  Qoodbicb,  that  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  be  postponed  until  to- 
morrow, and  that  it  be  printed  under  an  injunc- 
tion of  secrecy,  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  it  was. 
determined  in  the  negative. 

On  the  question,  Shall  the  bilf^ss  to  the  third 
reading  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  16,  nays  12,  as  follows : 

TxAB — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell  oC 
Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawford,  GaiUsrd^  Gregg,  How- 
eH,  Leib,  Pbpe,  Smith  of  New  Yoric,  Tail,  Taylor, 
Turner,  and  Vannun. 
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Nats — Messn.  Bradley,  Bana,  German,  Giles,  Gil- 
man,  Croodrich,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Lloyd, 
Keed,  and  Smith  of  Maryland. 

Monday,  April  13. 

Oo  motion,  by  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tenne&see, 
ibe  galleries  were  cleared,  acd  the  doors  of  the 
Senate  Chamber  closed. 

The  amendment  to  the  confidential  bill,  enti- 
tled ^*An  act  to  prohibit  the  ezporiation  of  specie, 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  for  a  limited 
time,"  baring  been  reported  by  the  committer- 
correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  the  third 
time. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bradley,  to  recommit  the 
bill,  for  the  purpose  of  amending  the  second  sec>- 
^ion,  it  was  determined  in  the  oegatire — yeas  11, 
«iays  17,  as  follows : 

Ybab — Messrs.  Bradley,  Dana,  Giles,  Gilraan,  Good- 
iich.  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Lloyd,  Beed>  and  Smith 
of  Maryland. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell 
of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Gaillard,  Gregg, 
Howell  Leib,  Robinson,  Smith  of  New  York,  'tilt, 
Taylor,  Turner,  and  Varnum. 

^  %  On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amended  ? 

it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  17, 
nays  11,  as  follows: 

YxAS — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell 
of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawford,  Outfs.  Graillard,  Gregg, 
Howell,  Leib,  Robinaon,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tail^ 
Taylor,  Turner,  and  Varnum. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bradley,  Dana,  Giles,  Gilman,  Good- 
rich, Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Lloyd,  Reed,  and  Smith 
of  Maryland. 

So  it  was  resolved  that  this  bill  pass  with  an 
amendment. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Yarndm,  and  Andisr- 
80N  be  a  committee  to  carry  the  said  bill  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  request  their  con- 
currence in  the  amendment. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
bv  Messrs.  Calhodn  and  Piper  3  Mr.  Calboun 
chairman : 

Mr,  President:  The  House  of  Representatives 
concur  in  the  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An 
act  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  specie,  goodsj 
wares,  and  merchandise,  for  a  limited  time." 

Tuesday,  April  14. 

Mr.  Varndm,  from  the  committee,  reported  that 
they  had  examined  and  found  duly  enrolled  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  prohibit  the  exportation 
of  specie,  goods,  wares,  .and  merchandise,  for  a 
limited  time." 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
by  their  committee  for  enrolled  bills;  Mr.  Craw- 
roRD  chairman : 

Mr,  President :  The  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  having  signed  an  enrolled  bill, 
the  committee  are  directed  to  bring  it  to  the  Sen- 
ate for  the  signature  of  thetr  President. 

The  Prbsidbnt  signed  the  enrolled  bill  last  re- 
ported to  have  been  examined,  and  it  was  deliv- 


ered to  the  committee  to  be  laid  before  the  Pmi- 
dent  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Varnum.  from  the  committee,  reported  that 
they  had  laid  tbe  enrolled  bill,  last  mentiond. 
before  the  President  of  the  United  States^ 

lEnd  of  eonfidenHal  proeeeding9S\ 

Air.  Grbog,  from  the  committee  to  whom  mi 
yesterday  referred  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Aaron  Qreely,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Gbbhan,.  from,  the  committee  to  whco 
was  referred  on  the  14th  instant,  the  bill  aaihor- 
izing  the  appointment  of  an  additional  jodgeol 
the  diMtrict  court  of  tbe  district  of  New  YorLre 
ported  it  amended. 

Mr.  Gregg,  from  thei:ommtttee  to  whom  vss 
deferred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  contioQe  ti 
force  'An  act  to  provide  for  persons  wbower; 
disabled  by  known  wounds  received  in  tbeRefo* 
lutionary  war,  and  for  cither  purposes,"  reported 
it  amended. 

-  He  also  reported,  from  the  committee  to  wbsa 
the  subject  was  referred,  the  bill,  entitled  "Ai 
act  for  ascertaining  the  titles  and  claims  to  laatis 
in  that  part  of  Louisiaoa  which  lies  east  of  (be 
river  Mississippi  and  island  of  New  Orleass,' 
without  amendmenL 

The  bilK  entitled  'An  act  farth^  to  amend  tbd 
charter  of  the  City  of  Washington."  was  read  the 
second  time^  and  referred  no  a  select  cofflmittce.{ 
to  consider  and  report  thereon,  and  Messrs.  Bkeit 
Dana,  and  Hunter,  were  appointed  tbe  c 
mittee. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Reuben  Saunders  ao 
his  securities,  was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York,  from  the  commiti 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  '^Ad  a 
to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasary  t< 
purchase  or  lease  the  old  city  hall,  in  the  city- 
New  York,"  reported  it  amended. 

Mr.  WoRTHiNOTON,  from  the  committee 
whom  ibe  Messaee  of  tbe  President  of  the  Unite 
States,of  the  3d  March,  respecting  the  proceediD, 
under  the  act  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  ma 
ing  a  road  from  Cumberland,  in  Maryland,  to  th 
State  of  Ohio,  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  in  ad 
dition  to  the  act  to  regulate  the  laying  out  aa 
making  a  road  from  Cumberland,  in  the  State  c 
Maryland,  to  the  State  of  Ohio  \  and  the  bill  wt 
read,  and  jpassed  to  tbe  second  reading.  1 

The  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  to  continue  in  forc^ 
for  a  limited  time,  an  act,  entitled  ^An  act  coaj 
tinaittg,  for  a  Itmited  time,  the  salaries  of  the  o(] 
ficers  of  (jovernment,  therein  mentioned,"  wii 
read  the  second  tkae. 

MISeWSIPPI  TBRRITORY. 
Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  to  was  re< 
ferred,  on  the  17th  of  March,  tbe  bill,  eutitlol 
'^An  act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Mississippi 
Territory  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  go^i 
ernment,  and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  iot^ 
the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States;"  and  on  the 6th  instant,  the  bill  to  carr| 
into  effect  the  provisions  of  the  eighth  section  ol 
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lie  act  regolatiog  the  grants  of  land,  and  proyjd- 
no^  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  Uaited 
Scales  south  of  the  State  of  Tenoessee,  reported 
rhat  the  said  bills  be  severally  postponed  to  the 
[rst  Monday  in  December  next. 
*rhe  report  is  as  follows : 

That  in  cojisidering  the  subject  referred  to  them, 
bey  eoold  not  avoid  being  struck'With  the  immense 
nxe  of  the  Tetritoiy  proposed  to  be  erected  into  a  State, 
t.  nzc  dieproportionate  to  the  size  of  any  of  the  largest 
States  which  now  compose  oar  confederalioa. 

It  emfaraeea,  in  its  present  form»  and  withont  any 
extension,  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  (as  is  proposed  in  the 
btll  reienred  ta  us,)  nearly  six  and  a  half  degrees  of  geo- 
graphical kmgitade,  and  Ibor  entire  degrees  of  latitude, 
and  sflbrds  an  area  of  twice  Ae  surface  of  the  State  of 
PennsjWania. 

Your  committee  are  strongly  impressed  with  the 
prropziety  snd  expediency  of  dividing  the  said  Territory, 
so  as  to  form  of  the  same  two  States,  whenever  the 
populstion,  within  the  limits  of  each  section,  shall  ren- 
der it  just  and  proper;  and  they  respectfully  submit  to 
the  Senate  the  following  divisional  line,  between  the 
western  and  eastern  sections  of  the  said  Territory,  viz : 
up  the  Mobile  river,  to  ^he  point  nearest  its  source, 
which  fidb  on  the  eleventh  degree  of  west  longitude 
from  the  City  of  Washington;  thence  a  course  dae 
north  until  the  line  intorseets  the  waters  of  Bear  creek ; 
thence  down  the  said  creek  to  its  confluence  with  the 
Tennessee  river;  thence  down  the  said  river  to  the 
northern  bouidarx  line  of  the  said  Territory.  By  a 
view  of  the  map  of  this  country  it  will  appear  that  the 
above  drrknonal  line  will  divide  the  Terrttoiy  into  nearly 
two  equal  parts,  and- it  has,  ibr  the  most  part,  a  delinea- 
tion by  nature* 

By  the  6th  section  of  the  1st  article  of  the  treaty  of 
cesHon  from  the  State  of  Georgia  the  United  States 
are  bound  to  erect  the  said  Territory  into  one  State. 
It  has,  howerer,  been  suggested  that  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia would  not,  upon  a  proper  representation,  withhold 
W  consent  to  the  proposed  division. 

To  the  end,  therefore,  that  an  opportunity  may  be 
aibrded  to  the  State  of  Georgia  to  express  this  consent^ 
by  a  legislative  act  of  the  said  State,  as  they  shall  think 
proper,  your  committee  recommend  that  the  said  bill 
thalJ  be  postponed  to  the  first  Monday  in  December 
next. 

The  committee  fiirtlier  reeommend  that  the  bill  *'  to 
cany  into  efleet  the  peoirisiona  of  the  eighth  section  of 
the  act  rsgnlating  the  grants  of  land,  and  providing  for 
the  dispoeat  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  south  of 
the  State  of  Tennessee^*'  which  was  also  referred  to 
mi  committee^  be  postponed  to  the  first  Monday  in 
December  next. 


AioNDAT,  April  20. 
A  Message  fron}  the  House  of  Representatires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  hare  passed 
t  bill,  entitled  ^'Ao  act  to  alter  and  establish  cer- 
tain post  roads;"  aisO|  a  bill,  entitled  '^An  act 
authorizinfT  the  departure  of  ships  and  fesseU 
from  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States, 
in  certain  cases;"  in  which  bills  they  request  the 
coQCDrrenee  of  the  Senaie. 

DEATH  OP  THE  VICE  PRESIDENT. 

The  FaBSiDENT  addressed  the  Senate  as  fol- 
lows: 


**  GiaTiaxxa :  Upon  me  devolves  the  painful  duty 
of  anouncing  to  the  Senate  the  death  pf  our  venerable 
fellow-citizen,  Gsoaox  Chtnroy,  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States. 

**  By  this  afflictive  dispensation  of  Divine  Providence 
the  Senate  is  deprived  of  a  President  rendered  dear  to 
each  of  its  members  by  the  dignity  and  impartiality  with 
which  he  has  so  long  presided  over  their  deliberations ; 
and  the  nation  bereaved  of  one  of  the  brightest  lumi- 
naries of  its  glorious  Revolution.*' 

The  Senate  being  informed  of  the  decease  of 
their  distinfifuished  ^llow-citizeo,  Gborob  Gurif- 
TON,  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  do 

BeaolvCt  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  joint- 
ly, with  such  as  may  be  appointed  on  the  part  of 
the  House  of  RepresentatJTes,  to  consider  and  re- 
port measures  proper  to  manifest  the  public  re- 
apect  for  the  memory  of  the  deceased,  and  expres- 
sive of  the  deep  regret  of  the  Congress  of  the  Uai- 
ted States  on  the  loss  of  a  citizen  so  highly  re- 
spected and  revered. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Smith  of  New  York, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  German,  Oilman,  and 
Bradley,  be  the  committee. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  carry  this  reso* 
lutida  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatires 
infortned  the  Senate  thai  the  House  concur  in  the 
resolution  of  the  Senate  for  the  appointment  of  a 
joint  committee  'Vto  consider  and  report  measores 
proper  to  /nanifest  the  public  respect  for  the 
memory  of  ihe  Vice  President  or  the  United 
States,''  deceased,  and  have  appointed  a  commit- 
tee on  their  part. 

TiTESDAT^  April  21. 

On  motion  of  Mr*  Smith,  of  New  York, 
Re9olvedunamfnously^  That,  from  an  unfeigned 
respect  to  the  late  Qboaob  Clinton,  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  President  of  the 
Senate,  the  Chair  of'  the  President  of  the  Senate 
be  shrouded  with  black  during  the  present  session ; 
and,  as  a  further  testimony  ofrespect  for  the  mem- 
ory of  the  deceased,  the  members  of  the  Senate 
Will  go  into  mourning  and  wear  a  black  orape 
round  the  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 


Weohssdat,  April  22. 

The  bill  in  addition  to  the  ^*Act  to  regulate  the 
laying  out  and  opening  a  road  from  Cumberland, 
in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the  State  of  Ohio,'' 
was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  Peter  Hoffman,  junior,  and  others,  mer* 
chants,  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  stating  that  their 
ship  William,  on  the  last  day  of  March  last,  re- 
ceived a  clearance  for  a  voyage  to  Cadiz,  and  on 
the  day  following  sailed  from  the  port  of  Balti- 
more, previous  to  the  Message  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States  recommending  an  emtMtrgo; 
that  the  vessel  proceeded  on  her  voyage,  and, 
while  on  the  high  seas,  was  met  by  a  revenue  cut- 
ter, and  brought  back  to  the  port  of  Baltimore; 
and  praying  permission  for  the  said  vessel  to  de- 
part and  pursue  her  contemplated  voyage ;  and 
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the  memorial  was  read,  aod  referred  to  a  f elect 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bUl 
or  otherwise ;  and  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Maryland, 
Bibb,  and  CAMPBELL,of  Tennessee,  were  appoint- 
ed the  committee. 

The  two  bills  bronght  up  on  the  20th  inst.  for 
concurrence  were  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading, 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  to  enable  the  people  of 
the  Mississippi  Territory  to  form  a  constitution 
and  State  government,  and  for  the  admission  of 
such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing, 
with  the  original  States;  also,  the  bill  to  carry 
into  effect  the  provisions  of  the  eighth  section  of 
the  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land,  and  provid- 
ing lor  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United 
States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  ',  and,  in 
conformity  thereto. 

Resolved,  That  the  first-mentioned  bill  be  post- 
poned to  the  first  Monday  in  December  next. 

Resolved^  cUso,  That  the  bill  to  carry  into  effect 
the  provisions  of  the  eighth  section  of  the  act  reg- 
ulating the  grants  of  land,  and  providing  for  the 
disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  south 
of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  be  postponed  to  the 
first  Monday  in  December  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  x)f  the  bill,  entitled  '*An 
act  to  continue  in  force  'An  act  to  provide  for 
persons  who  were  disabled  by  known  wounds  re- 
ceived in  the  Revolutionary  war,  aod  for  other 
purposes,"  together  with  the  amendments  report- 
ed thereto  by  the  select  committee;  and,  bavins 
agreed  to  the  amendments,  the  President  reported 
the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  Jie  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

The  bill,  entitle^  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Aaron  Greely,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  considetation  of  the 
joiiit  resolution  brousht  up  from  the  House  of 
Kepresentatives,  on  the  subject  of  a  recess. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Worthinoton,  to  strike 
out  a  part  of  the  resolution  for  the  purpose  of 
amendment,  a  division  was  called  for;. and,  on 
the  question  to  strike  out,  the  votes  being  equal,, 
the  President  determined  it  in  the  negative. 

Resolvedy  That  the  Senate  concur  in  the  joint 
resolution, 

Orderedf  That  Messrs.  BRAULfiY,  Reed,  Wor- 
TBiNGTON^  Goodrich,  and  Lloyd,  be  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Lloyd  presented  the  petition  of  Ezra  Wes- 
ton and  Son,  of  Duxbur^.  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, praying  indemnification  for  a  vessel  and 
cargo,  fitted  out  in  reliance  on  the  proclamation 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  2d  No- 
vember, 1810,  that  the  decrees  of  France,  violat- 
ing neutral  commerce,  were  revoked,  ana  which 
vessel  and  cargo  were  captured  on  the  23d  Janu- 
ary last,  in  the  prosecution  of  a  voyage  from 
Boston  to  Oporto,  in  Portugal,  by  two  French 


frigates,  aod  boTBt  bf  the  ordecs  of  their  cov- 
manding  oflleer :  which  frigates,  they  were  in- 
formed by  one  of  the  officers,  were  fitted  out  (at 
the  express  purpose  of  desuoyiog  all  Amerieu 
vessels  bound  to  any  part  of  Spain  or  Portugal  ia 
the  possession  of  the  eneodies  of  France  ;.an<l  iht 
petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary 
lor  the  Department  of  State,  to  consider  and  if 
|)drt  thereon. 

Thfe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tke 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  eoiitied*^Ai 
act  for  fiscertaitoittg  the  tiUea  and  dainu  to  lands 
in  that  part  of  Loutsiana  whith  lies  east  of  riK 
river  Mississippi  and  idand  of  New  Orleans  f 
an^  it  was  ordered  to  the  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whold,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  anthorizinf 
the  appointment  of  an  additional  judge  of  the 
district  court  of  the  district  of  NeW  York,  tog^ 
ther  with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  iht 
select  committee;  and,  having  agreed  to  the 
amendments,  the  President  reported  tke  bill  to  tk 
House  accordingly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time  as  dmended  ?  it  was  d&a- 
mined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  th< 
Whole,  the  bUl  for  the  relief  of  Reuben  Snuaden 
and  his  securities ;  and,  on  the  qnestioBy  Shall 
this  bill  be  engroaaed,  and  read  a  thied  timel  it 
was  determine  in  the  affiruMtire. 

The  Seoate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  eMided  ^As 
act  to  continue  in  force,  for  a  limited  time,  aa 
act,  entitled  ^An  act  conttnorng,  for  a  limited 
time,  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  Government 
therein  mentioned  ;"  itod  the  bill  was  Ordered  to 
a  tkird  reading. 

Mr.  GHbrman  presented  the  memorial  of  Charles 
Selden  and  others,  citizens  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  praying  a  repeal  of  the  act,  entitled  ''An 
act  laidng  an  embaqfo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  io 
the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States,  for  & 
limited  time,?^  pasped  the  4th  of  April,  1812,  or  a 
modification  thereof,  for  reasons  stated  at  large  in 
the  memorial ;  whiofa  was  read. 

M|r.  Gbrman  also  pseaenced  the  memorial  of 
Conklin  and  Piersen,  and  others,  mercimats,  of 
the  city  of  New  York,  praying  a  suspeaaioa  of 
the  nonimportation  act,  or  a  modMcation  thereof, 
for  reasons  stated  at  large  in  the  memorial ;  wbieh 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  15th  instant,  the  memorial 
of  Alexander  Henry  and  others,  merchants,  of 
Philadelphia,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Ctrrrs  .presented  the  memorial  of  Joha 
Gk>ddard,  and  others,  citiaena  of  Portsmouth,  ia 
the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  and  its  vicinity, 
praying  a  repeal  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  pro- 
hibiting the  importation  of  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  from  Great  Britain,"  for  reasons 
stated  at  large  in  the  memorial ;  which  was  read, 
and  referredto  the  committee  last  mentioned,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Dana,  from  the  committee  appointed  oa 
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e  subject  reported  in  part,  a  bHt  eoooeroini; 
erchtot  TesseU  armed  for  defence,  and  the  bill 
If  read,  and  pasaed  to  the  seeood  reading. 
The  following'  Message  was  received  from  the 

tCSIVEHT  OF  TBC  UnITED  8taTB8  : 

)  the  Semde  and  Hoaae  of 

Repreteniaiivm  of  the  United  States : 
Among  the  incidents  to  the  unexampled  increase 
d  expendiDg  interests  of  the  American  nation,  nnder 
» fiMtering  influence  of  free  eonititutions  and  jnst 
^f,ha8  been  a  corresponding  accumulation  of  duties 
th#  seveni  departments  of  the  Ooremment;  and 
iihfti  bean  neceaaarily  the  greater  in  oonsequeoee 
the  peculiar  state  of  our  foreign  relations,  and  the 
Doexioii  of  these  with  our  internal  Administration. 
Tbe  exIsDarre  and  muItipHed  preparations  into 
lidi  the  United  States  are  at  loHgth  driren  lor  main- 
ning  their  Tfolated  rights,  have  caused  this  ang- 
sntatioa  of  buainess  to  press  on  the  Department  of 
'  «r  particularly,  with  a  weight  dispropovtionate  to 
e  powers  of  any  single  officer,  with  no  i^ier  aids 
an  are  authorised  by  existing  laws.  With  a  view 
a  more  adequate  arrangement  for  the  essential  ob- 
cts  of  that  department,  I  recommend  to  the  early 
iwderation  of  Congress  a  prorisiou  for  two  subor- 
itte  i|>poiiitments  therein,  with  such  compensation 
nexed  as  may  be  reasonably  expected  by  dtnsens  duly 
shfied  for  the  important  functions  which  may  be 
iperiy  assigned  to  them. 

JAMBS  MADISON. 

iPBiL  90,  ism. 


Tbursdat,  April  23: 

The  amendmeou  to  the  bill,  entitled  "'  An  act 
cootinoe  in  force  *  An  act  to  provide  for  per^ 
D5  who  were  disabled  by  known  wounds  re- 
ived in  the  ReTolutionary  war,  and  for  other 
irposes/'  having  been  reported  by  the  eommit- 
e  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  aead  the  third 
ne  as  amended,  and  passed  with  amendments. 
Tbe  bill  aotborizing  the  appointment  Of  an  ad- 
liooal  judge  of  ihe  mslrict  court  of  the  district 
'  New  York,  having  been  reported  by  the  com* 
ittee  correctly  engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time, 
id  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  ReobenSaaoders  and 
is  securities,  having  been  reported  by  the  comm- 
ittee correetly  engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time, 
id  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  alter  and  estab- 
»h  certain  post  roads,''  was  read  the  second 
me,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con« 
51  of  five  members,  to  consider  and  report  there* 
q;  and  Messrs.  Tcftnaa,  Wobtbingtoii,  Gnaoo, 
'oNDiT.aod  Lbib,  were  appointed  tbe  committee. 
Mr.  Dana,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
le  subject  further  reported  a  bill  respecting  as- 
[>ciatioo«  for  maritime  seeurityj^and  the  bill  was 
»d,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  authorizing  the  de* 
manure  of  ships  and  vessels  from  tbe  ports  and 
larbors  of  the  United  States  in  certain  cases," 
ivas  veid  tbe  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  to  continue  in  force, 
or  a  limited  time,  an  act,  entitled  '  An  act  con* 
inning,  for  a  limited  time,  the  salaries  of  the  offi* 


'oers  of  Oevernment  ihei;ein  mentioned,"  wna 
read  a  third  time,  and  nassed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  ascertaining  the 
titles  and  claims  to  lands  in  that  part  of  Louistaun 
which  lies  east  of  the  river  Mississippi  and  island 
of  New  Orleans,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  com* 
.mittee  appointed  on  tbe  subject  of  Tennessee 
lands,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  Issae  grants  and  perfect  titles 
on  certain  entries  and  locations  of  lands  therein 
described  ;  which  was  read,  and  passed  tO'  the 
second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  cotisideration  of  the  bill  in  addition 
to  the  act  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  making' 
a  road  from  Cumberland^  in  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, to  the  State  of  Ohio. 

On  the  question,  Shall  tbis  bill  be  enffrossed 
and  read  a  third  time?  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  op  the  United  Stated  : 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  complying  with  their  resolution  of  the  4th  of 
March  last.  JAMES  MADISON. 

AritTx  33,  leiS. 

The  Message  and  report  therein  referrred  to 
were  read. 


FaiDAT^  April  S4. 

The  bill  in  addition  to  tbe  act  to  regulate  the 
laying  Ont  and  making  a  road  from  Cumberland, 
in  the  State  of  Ohio,  having  been  reported  by 
the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WoaTBiN<3TON,  the  Message 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  the  22d 
instant,  recommending  provision  for -two  subor* 
dtoate  appointments  in.  the  War  Department, 
was  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and 
Messrs.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  Worth inoton  and 
Giles,  were  appointed  tlie  committee. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretarv  of  tbe  Trea- 
sury to  issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  on  certain 
entries  and  locations  of  land  therein  described, 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  respecting  associatiohs  for  maritime 
security,  was  read  theaecond  time. 

Mr.  Smitb^  of  Maryland,  reported,  from  tho 
committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
Peter  Hoffman,  «nd  others,  ownjers  of  the  ship 
William: 

.  That  the  petitioners  state  that  the  said  ship  wa» 
laden  with  flour,  between  the  18th  and  STthof  March, 
cleared  out  on  the  31st,  and  actually  sailed  on  the  Ist 
of  April,  on  her  intended  voyage  to  Cadhe ;  that  they 
had  BO  knowledge  of  the  intention  of  laying  an  em» 
baigo,  either  while  loading  or  at  tbs  time  of  tho  sailing 
of  said  ship;  that,  fimn  oontraiy  winds  and  weather, 
she  was  detained  in  the  Chesapeake  until  the  10th  of 
April*  when,  at  the  distance  of  four  leagues  from  Cape 
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Henry,  ihe  was  detained  by  the  re«enne  entter  Jefier- 
aon,  and  ordered  back  to  Baltimore,  where,  she  now 
Uee;  all  which  is  proved  to  the  aaUa&ction  of  the 
committee. 

The  committee,  however,  are  of  opinion  that  the 
caae  is  not  wuch  as  ought  to  induce  the  Senate  to  grant 
the  prayer  of  the  petition  ;  they  therefore  recommend 
that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw  their  me- 
morial. 

The  report  was  agreed  to. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled ''An 
act  authorizing  the  departure  of  ships  and  vessels 
from  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States 
in  certain  cases ;"  and  it  was  ordered  to  the  third 
reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
inforjoaed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  for  thd  establishment  of 
a  General  Land  Office  in  the  Department  of  the 
Treasury,"  with  amendments,  in  which  they  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  The  House 
of  Representatives  have  passed  a  billr .entitled 
'*An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  N.  Stout  ;**  in 
which  bill  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  '*'An  act  for  the  establishment  of  a  Gen- 
eral Land  Office  in  the  Department  of  the  Treas- 
sury  ;"  and  concurred  therein. 

Tbe  bill  last  brought  up  for  coocurrence  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  joint  committee  of  the 
two  Houses  appointed  on  the  subject  of  a  recess, 
reported  the  business  that  demands  the  immediata 
attention  of  Congress,  and  the  following  resolu- 
lion: 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  Imited  States  of  America  in  Congress  os- 
sembledf  That,  during  the  present  session  of  Congress, 
the  President  of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  shall,  on  the  29th  day  of  April  in- 
stant, ^joum  their  respective  Houses  to  Monday,  the 
18th  day  of  May  next,  then  to  meet  at  the  same  place 
in  which  the  two  Houses  are  now  sitting. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  BRAnLSY,  the  resolution 
was  twice  read  by  unanimous  consent ;  and,  on 
motign  by  Mr.  Pope,  amended,  by  striking  out 
the  words  "eighteenth  dav  of  May  next." 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  resolution  he  en* 
crossed,  and  read  a  third  time  as  amended,  it  was 
aetermined  in  ihe  affirmative — yeas  18,  nays  13, 
as  follows: 

TxAs — Messrs.  Bradley,  Condit,  Crawford,  Dana* 
German,  Gilman,  Goodiidi,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Hunter, 
Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Reed,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Turner,  and  Worthington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell  of 
Tennessee,  Cutts,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Howell,  Robinson, 
Smith,  of  Maryland,  Tait,  Taylor,  and  Vamum. 

Mr.  Braolby  presented  the  petition  of  Simepn 
Knight,  district  pajrmaster,  praying  to  be  allowed 
one  per  centum  on  all  moneys  disbursed  by  him 
and  passed  to  his  credit  on  the  settlement  of  his 
Accounts  by  the  Accoantant  of  the  Department  j 


of  War,  for  reasons  stated  at  large  in  the  petitiot; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Pay  mam 
General  of  the  Army,  to  consider  and  repa 
thereon. 

Mr.  Brent,  from  the  committee  to  whom  wi 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  farther  toamea 
the  charter  of  the  City  of  Washington"  reportel 
it  with  amendments,  which  were  considered  as  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  agreed  to ;  ud  ik 
President  reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accofi 
ingly. 

Go  the  qoe9tion.  Shall  this  bill  be  read  I  tbin 
time  as  amended?  it  was  determined  in  the  id 
firmative. 


Saturday,  April  25. 

The  amendments  to  the  bilL  entitled  "An  M 
further  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  City  of  WiH 
ington,"  having  been  reported  by  the  comoitta 
correctlf  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  ua 
as  amended,  and  was.further  amended  by  aaid 
mous  consent.  . 

Resolved^  'f  hat  this  bill  pass  with  imec^ 
meats. 

Mr.  Lbib  presented  the  petition  of  Tbo 
Shelly,  of  the  city  of  Philadehihia,  mercli 
stating  that  he  was  the  owner  of  the  brigsD 
called  the  Meteor,  aud  that  the  said  brigaot 
was  captured  by  a  British  armed  Tassel,  while 
her  return  to  the  United  States,  on  the  2hi 
July,  1811,  nnd  illefl[ally  condemned  in  the 
ish  High  Court  of  Admiralty,  and  praying  reli^ 
for  reasons  staled  at  large  in  the  petitioo ;  whi( 
was  read.  j 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  commiii 
appointed  on  the  sobjeet,  reported  a  bill  sappl 
nientary  to  the  act,  entitled  ^^An  met  to  estsbii 
an  Executive  Department,  to  be  deaominaied  i 
Department  of  War ;"  and  the  bill  was  read.ij 
pasaed  to  the  second  reading.  i 

On  motion,  by  Mr.-  Smith,  of  New  York,  d 
petition  of  Nathaniel  G.  Ingraham  and  othen,i 
ffether  with  the  report  of  the  Secretary  for  t 
Department  of  Treasury  thereon,  was  referred 
a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  there 
by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and  Messrs.  Smith  of  Nt 
York,  Amobbbon,  and  Qbboo,  were  appointed  i 
committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  aothorizing  the  d 
parture  of  ships  and  ressels  from  the  ports  sj 
harbors  of  the  United  States,  in  certain  caset 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed* 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jol 
N.  Stout,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

RCCES8  OF  CONGRESS. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  J 
resolution  for  a  recess  of  Congretis  from  tiie  2S 
inst.  to  the day  of next. 

Mr.  Pope  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  the  ^ 
Monday  in  June.  The  most  distant  daf  woi 
probably  accommodate  the  greatej^t  number 
members ;  and  this  day  would  be  sofficieniiy  en 
to  take  measures  necessary  on  the  expiration 
the  embargo. 
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M r.  Bbadlet  mored  the  second  Monday,  the 

^b:h  day  of  Jane.     This  would  afford  a  little 

ore  than  fiye  weeks,  which,  he  thouglkt,  would 

ion^enou^. 

Mr.  Lbib  proposed  to  fill  the  blmik  with  Mon* 

y  the  18th  day  of  May,  wbiek  would  afford  a 

eess  of  aboai  twenty  days. 

The  question  ha  Ting  been  pat  on  Mr.  Bkas* 

it's  motion  for  the  8th  June. 

Mr.  Anderson  said  be  bad  stipposed  the  day 
ted  opon  by  the  committee,  viz:  the  18tb  May. 
oald  have  been  the  day.  He  did  not  himself 
el  the  necessity  of  any  adjournment ;  but,  if  it 
ust  take  place,  it  ought  either  to  be  for  a  short 
ne,  or  for  so  long  a  time  as  equally  to  accom- 
odate all.  ^  If  it  were  to  be  for  a  short  time,  it 
oald  be  merely  for  jrelaxatlon  ;  if  for  a  longer 
coe,  as  was  now  proposed,  be  feared  it  would  be 
>Dsidered  as  indicative  of  an  intention  to  pause 
I  the  course  of  measures  tbey  had  commenced, 
Qd  produce  an  impression  aoroadi  among  the 
?ople.  which  was  much  to  be  deprecated. 

Mr.  Pope  said  he  was  in  favor  of  such  a  time 
Mog  fixed  on  as  should  accommodate  the  great- 
t  number  of  the  members.  As  to  the  effect  of 
I  adjooronoent  on  the  public  mind,  be  imagined 
at  the  difference  between  a  recess  of  twenty  or 
irty  d  <ys  would  be  very  unimportant. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Campbell  aaid  it  seemed  to  bim 
mething  like  bribing  tbe .  members  •  to  obtain 
)tes,  to  talk  about  lengthening  the  time  so  at  to 
{commodate  the  greatest  number  of  members. 
le  could  not  conceive  it  consistent  with  the 
wor  of  the  country  that  they  should  decide  the 
lestion  of  adjournment  on  the  mere  gronnd  of 
^rsooal  convenience;  he  considei^d  the  only* 
aestion  to  be,  whether  a  recess  would  have  a 
Md  or  bad  effect  on  the  public  service*  He  had 
Q  a  former  occasion  stated  his  objection  to  this 
lep.  that  it  would  produce  an  ill  effect  on  the 
ablic  mind.  Many  misrepresentations  have  been 
(ready  made  to  induce  the  public  to  believe  you 
re  not  in  earnest.  An  adjournment  for  any 
ngth  of  time  would  seem  like  desertinir  our 
»ts.  and  will  put  the  seal  on  this  belief.  Under 
lis  view,  be  must  vote  against- the  adjournment, 
Dt  the  longer  was  the  recess,  the  worse  would  be 
le  efiect  on  the  public  mind.  He  should,  there- 
>re,  Tote  for  the  shortest  day. 

Mr.  Bbadlet  said,  he  could  not  see  that  the 
roposed  recess  would  be  deserting  their  posts  at 
U.  The  nation  knew  that  the  Government  could 
ot  zo  to  war  without  soldiers  ;  and  sitting  here 
roold  certainly  not  restore  peace.  Congress  had 
dopted  many  war  measorea,  the  execution  of 
rkich  they  had  pat  into  the  hands  of  the  Ezecu- 
ire ;  they  bad  also  authorized  a  loaa  of-  eleven 
lullioDs.  And  while  these  measures  were  going 
n.  cooid  Congress,  by  staying  bere  constantly, 
^  to  the  numoer  of  men.  or  expedite  the  loan  ? 
(i^an  enemy  were  to  invade  us,  without  any  Gov- 
^roment  at  all,  they  would  be  promptly  resisted. 
3q^,  if  we  are  going  to  war  to  redreas  grievances, 
0  revenge  injuries  received,  we  should  choose 
>vr  own  time.     If  we  begin  war  before  we 


have  an  army,  it  is  bringing  the  nation  to 
the  last  state  of  degradation,  not  to  consider 
at  all  the  sufferings  and  losses  which  would 
be  in  such  cases  sustained.  It  would  be  a  great 
error  to  attempt  to  put  this  country,  by  a  forced 
vote  of  Congress,  into  war.  You  cannot  lead 
this  country  to  war  as  the  butcher  leads  his 
flock  to  the  slaughter-house.  This  is  a  Govern- 
ment of  opinion;  the  public  sentiment  will  not 
be  driven,  but  must  be  followed.  Congress  have 
certainly  done  as  much  for  the  present  as  they 
can.  1  wish  to  see  the  effect  of  the  measures  they 
have  taken.  The  Executive  is  clothed  with  aU 
ibe  uecessary  powers  to  make  preparation  for 
war ;  and  if  tbe  nation  will  not  abide  by  us  and 
support  the  measures  of  Congress,  itr  is  vain  to 
say  we  ean  force  the  people  into  a  war.  I  be- 
lieve the  people  will  be  better  satisfied  with  a  re- 
cess than  with  our  sitting  here  from  day  to  day 
without  doing  anything  material,  and  there  is 
nothiog  material  at. this  moment  to  do.  Thevare 
not  Irrational ;  they  know  that  Congress  have 
been  in  session  six  months ;  they  must  also  fore- 
see that  when  we  come  to  war,  tbe  Council  of 
the  Nation  must  be  perpetually  in  session ;  they 
will,  therefore,  not  be  dissatisfied  at  a  short  recess. 
If  war  be  actually  to  take  place  at  tbe  expiration 
of  the  embargo,  this,  of  all  others,  is  the  time  for 
relaxation. 

Mr.  Worth  iMGTotf  said,  be  was  in  ho|>es  that 
a  silent  vote  would  bave  been  taken  on  thisques- 
tion»  but  as  that  was  not  permitted,  be  would  add 
a  remark  or  two.  He  was  sorrv,  to  use  the  gentle* 
man's  own  expression,  that  he  bad  not  such  a 
bribe  to  offer  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee(Mr. 
Campbell)  as  would  induce  him  to  vote  for  this 
resolution.  He  said  he  bad  believed  t^at,  if  the 
shortest  day  proposed  should  be  taken,  the  effect 
would  be  this:  It  could  not  be  expected  that 
those  gentlemen  who  had  been  six  or  seven 
months  from  their  homes  and  families  should  re- 
main in  this  city ;  if  they  went  home,  many  of 
them  could  not  possibly  return  in  twenty  days ; 
there  would,  on  the  appointed  day,  be  no  quorum 
in  either  House,  and  they  would  Kave  to  adjourn 
from  dav  to  day  until  a  sufficient  number  appear- 
ed. When  they  spoke  of  tbe  public  interest,  gen- 
tlemen should  look  at  actions,  not  at  professions. 
Mr.  W.  said  he  loo^d  at  human  nature  as  be 
found  it;  and  considering,  as  re^rded  himself, 
that  ten  days  at  homewould  beol  infinite  advan- 
tage to  his  private  concerns,  taking  it  for  granted 
that  all  gentlemen  had  the  same  feelings  and  re* 

Sards  as  himself,  he  thought  it  a  duty  he  owed 
imself  and  others,  as  well  as.  his  country,  to  vote 
for  a  recess.  He  believed  much  greater  injury 
would  result  from  sitting  here  than  from  a  recess. 
He  believed,  iii  a  day  or  two,  there  would  scarce- 
Iv  be  a  quoruooi  of  the  two  Houses  left.  Did  gen* 
tie  men  mean  to  take  any  great  measure  with  a 
bare  quorum  of  both  Houses  ?  He  presumed  they 
would  not.  Therefore,  in  his  opinion,  it  would 
be  very  proper  to  take  sucb  time  as  would  suit 
the  greater  number  of  members  of  both  Houses. 
But,  if  that  could  not  be  attained,  Mr.  W.  said  be 
would  still  vote  for  a  recess ;  for  although  he  could 
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not  avat!  -himself  of  the  opportanitjr  to  go  home} 
he  would  not  prevent  others  who  miarht. 

The  question  on  the  insertion  of  the  eighth  day 
of  Jane  as  the  day  of  reassembling  of  the  two 
Houses,  was  decided  as  follows : 

TsAE — Messrs.  Bradley,  Condit,  Crawford,  Bans, 
German,  Gtilman^  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Honey,  Hunter, 
Lambert,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Reed,  Robinson,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Turner,  and  Worthington — IB. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell  of 
Tennessee,  Cntts,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Howell,  Leib,  Smith 
of  Maryland,  Tait,  Taylor,  and  Vamnm — 13. 

So  the  motion  wa«  carried. 

The  question  being  put  on  the  passage  of  the 
resolution  as  amended*— 

Mr.  Bibb  said  it  was  painful  for  him  to  speak 
on  this  question,  when  he  beliered  a  majority  of 
the  Senate  were  determined  on  an  adjournment ; 
but  he  entreated  gentlemen  to  weiffh  well  what 
they  were  about.  He  said  he  could  not  but  rep- 
robate the  mode  of  arguing  a  question  of  adjourn- 
naent  from  motives  of  comfort  or  family  interest; 
of  personal  convenience  alone,  without  reference 
to  public  interest. 

Mr.  Worthington  disclaimed  any  such  argu* 
ment  as  appeared  to  be  attributed  to  him. 

Mr.  BiBJB  continued. — If  any  man  should  ^ive 
a  vote  for  adjournment  froin  motives  of  that  kmd, 
he  should  reprobate  such  conduct.  So  far  as 
gentlemen  believed  the  public  interest  would  not 
suffer  from  such  a  course,  there  would,  indeed,  be 
no  impropriety  in  suffering  personal  convenience 
to  have  weight.  But  the  question,  said  Mr.  B., 
is,  whether  our  affairs  are  in  such  a  situation  as 
would,  in  common  regard  to  prudence,  permit  us 
to  depart?  What  is  our  situation?  We  have 
made  preparation  for  war  by  authorizing  the  rais- 
ing an  army.  Is  that  army  organized  ?  Are  the 
officers  all  appointed  ?  No.  I  put  it  to  gentlemen 
whether,  from  the  specimen  already  bad,  of  bills 
and  supplemental  bills,  we  may  not  expect  other 
supplemental  bills?  Can  Congress  reconcile  it 
to  tneir  consciences,  to  leave  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment, when  they  see  that  our  army  is  not  organ- 
ized, when  a  proposition  for  appointing  Assistant 
Secretaries  to  the  War  Department,  and  much 
other  detailed  business,  is  before  us  ?  The  offices 
of  Commissary  General  and  Quartermaster  Gen- 
eral are  yet  vacant ;  beeaust  the  restrictions  are 
such  as  to  render  them  obstacles  to  the  accept- 
ance of  persons  qualified  to  fill  those  offices.  This 
must  be  corrected;  we  must  either  take  off  some 
of  the  restrictions  on  these  officers,  or  increase 
the  salaries.  There  are  many  other  defects  in  our 
present  laws,  which,  from  past  experience,  I  am 
confident  will  require  alteration.  Now,  sir,  al- 
though I  freely  confess  that  I  would  not  plunge 
the  nation  into  war  until  the  Executire  shall  tell 
us  that  We  are  in  a  sufficiently  advanced  state  of 
preparation ;  although  I  would  not  remain  here 
with  a  view  of  declaring  war  before  the  time  of 
the  proposed  recess  would  expire,  yet  I  should 
wish  to  be  on  the  spot  to  complete  such  measures 

as  the  public  service  appears  to  require.  If  gen- 1  further  provision  for  the  Corps  of  Bngineers,"  wit 
tlemen  desired  relaxation,  tnerely,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  i  amendments,  in  which  they  request  the  coocan 
was  content  to  sit  but  twice  a  week.    But,  what   ence  of  the  Senate. 


he  desired  waa,  that  a  quomm  of  both  He 
should  be  within  call  of  their  presiding  offif 
ready  to  receive  Executive  commattieatioas, 
met  whenever  it  should  be  necessary.    How  cd 
they  justify  to  their  constttoenta  a  recess  it 
moment,  ii,  in  three  weeks  after  they  should 
parted,  an  attack  should  be  naade  on  any  qi 
of  the  United  States?    Much  was  yet  to  do 
fore  the  United  States  were  ready  for  war 
if  Chey  were  now  to  adjourn,  very  serious  i\ 
raent  to  the  public  interest  would,  he  had  I 
doubt,  be  the  result. 

Mr.  PopB  said,  if  there  was  to  be  a  rec( 
fairne^,  it  ought  to  be  so  ordered  as  to  coi 
thereby  the  convenience  of  as  many  membei 
possible.    Why  was  there  to  be  a  recess  at 
For  the  accomRH^datioa  of  members  of  Coogl 
Ought  not  that  accommodAion,  then,  to  be 
equal?  For  himself,  said  Mr.  P..  he  neither 
the  recess  nor  staying  here.    He  coalJ  nc 
pleased,  whether  the  resolution   passed  or 
negatived.    If  the  resolution  did  pass,  be  wi 
it  to  pass  in  a  shape  which  should  afford  an  e 
chance  to  all.  He  had  understood  that  th^  El 
utive  had  been  consulted,  and  had  no  comml 
catioAs  to  make  lequiriog  immediate  atteof 
If  it  would  be  no  prejudice  to  the  public  intel 
he  had  no  objection  to  afford  the  longest  ti 
On  these  grounds  he  had  voted  for  the  lot 
dav,  though  he  had  serious  duubts  as  to  the 
prrety  of  a  recess  at  alL     ^ 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  ni) 
as  follow : ' 

TsAS — Messrs.  Bradley,  Ooadit,  Grawfoid, 
German,  Oihnan,  Goodrich,  Gr^gg,  Hois^,  Hi 
Lambert.  Uoyd,  Bead,  Smith  of  New  York,  Ti 
slid  Worthington— 16. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brant,  Campbells 
Tennessee.  Cutts>  Gsfllard,  Giles,  HowalU  Leib,  Pop 
Bobinson,  Smith  of  Msiylsnd,  Tai^  Taylor,  and  Vc 
num — 15. 

So  it  was,  on  the  part  of  the  Senate, 

Beaolvedi  by  the  Senate  and  Home  of  Repn 
sentaiives  in  Congreta  oMembkd^  That,  duria 
the  present  session  of  Congress,  the  President  c 
the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Reprt 
senutives  shall,  on  the  S9th  day  of  April  iosxaa 
adjourn  their  respective  Houses  to  Monday  i^ 
dth  day  of  June  next,  then  to  meet  at  the  satn 
place  in  which  the  two  Houses  are  now  silting. 


MoNOav,  April  27. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  *'A 
act  to  establish  an  Executive  Department,  to  t 
denominated  the  Department  of  War,**  was  rea 
the  second  time. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representative 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passe 
a  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  to  extend  the  right  of  sal 
frage  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  and  for  other  put 
poses ;"  in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  c 
the  Senate.  They  naye  passed  the  bill  whic 
originated  in  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  makin 
further  provision  for  the  Corps  of  Bngineers," 
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The  bill  last  brought  tip  for  coBearrence  was 
ad.  and  |nased  to  the  second  reading. 
On  inouoo,  by  Mr.  Varnum,  the  amendments 
the  House  of  RepresentatiTes  to  the  bill,  enti- 
id  "An  act  making  further  ppovision  for  the 
Nps  of  Sogtaeers,"  was  referred  to  a  select^ coyar 
ittee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs. 
HiTB  of  Maryland,  Yabmum,  aqd  BaTAan,  were 
(pointed  the  committer.  ^ 

Mr.  SanTB,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 

I  whom  were  referred  the  amendments  to  the 

II  last  mentioned,  made  report.  Whereupon^  ^ 
Resolved^  That  the  Senate  concur  in  the  amend- 
ems  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  said 
Q. 

The  Senate  resumed,,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Thole,  the  bill  coocerning. merchant  vessels  armed 
f  defence;  and ibe further  consideration  thereof 
'as  postpooed  until  tonaorrow. 
Mr.  LuByfrooi  tbeoammlueeappoijiled  toeoo- 
ider  the  sabjeet.  reported  a  bill  ailowiog  an  ao- 
viiy  to  Arthur  St.  Clair ;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
id  passed  tu  the  seeond  reading. 
The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
ITbole,  the  bill  to  authorize  the  State  of  Teones- 
« to  issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  on  certain  en- 
ies  and  locations  of  land,  therein  described ;  and 
\e  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
I,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Wednesr 
If  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as-  in  Comipittee  of  the 
^hole,  the  bill,  eotitled  *'An  a6t  for  the  relief  of 
)hQ  N.  Stout;"  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Pope,  it 
as  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  eonsider 
id  report  thereon;  and  Messrs.  Pops,  Bsbnt, 
id  Gbeoo,  were  appointed  the  eomm ittee: 
The  PBBaiDBNT  communicated  a  report  of  the 
ajfioaster  Cteneral  of  the  Array,  ou  tne  petition 
f  Simeon  Ki^ight,  district  payfAaster,  which  was 
»d,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
ieoate. 

Mr.  Gregg  presented  the  memorial  of  Thomas 
^  Cope,  and  others,  stating  that,  some  time  sab- 
$queDt  t#  the  proclamation  of  the  President  of 
lie  United  States,  of  the  2d  of  November.  1810, 
lleir  brig  Daphne  cleared  from  Philadelpoia  for 
fftlcQtta.  That,  iq  consequence  of  the  non-im- 
Oftation  law,  they  have  ordered  the  said  vessel, 
nd  a  return  cariro,  amounting  to  239,000  dollars, 
0  the  island  of  St.  Bartholomews;  that  the  said 
essel  and  eargo  is  exposed  to  oapiture  and  depre- 
lation  in  -  the  event  of  war,  and  to  condemna- 
ton  sboBld  she  enter  a  port  in  Amerioa*.  They, 
berefore,  pvay  permission  for  the  said  Tessei  to 
ater  an  Araerioaa  peiH,  there  tOi  remain  and  be 
lisposed  of  as  subsequent  erenta  niay  dictate; 
ma  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  se- 
ktt  committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by 
bill  or  otherwise ;  and  Messrs.  Qkeog.  Lloyd,  and 
SaiTB  of  Md.,  were  appointed  the  coinmitte e. 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  New  York,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Nathaniel. 
G.  lograham,  atkd  others,  presented  a  bill  to  dis- 
charge from  imprisonment  the  persons  therein 
meoiioDed;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 


Tuesday,  April  28. 

The  bill  allowing  an  aiinuity  to  Arthur  St. 
Clair  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  extend  the  right 
of  suffrage  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
tb  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon;  and  Messrs.  Gregq,  Goodeicb,  and 
Varnum,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committed  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  concerning 
merchant  vessels  armed  for  defence ;  and,  on  the 
question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole^  the  consid«rati<Hi  of  the  bill  respecting 
associations  for  maritime  security;  akid  on  the 
qucflltoB,  Shall  this  bill  be  eni^rossed  and  read  a 
third  time?  it  was  determiaad  in  the  affirmative^ 

Mr.  Leib  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  fhe  President  of  the  Senate  and 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  adjourn  the 
respective  Houses  of  Congress  on  Wednesday,  the 
6th  of  May,  to  Monday,  the  25th  of  May. 

And  the  res61utioo  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

The  bill  to  discharge  from  imprisonment  the 
persons  therein  mentioned  was  read  the  second 
time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  supplemen- 
tary to  the  act,  eotitled  "An  act  to  establish  an 
Executive  Department,  to  be  denominated  the 
Department  of  War;"  and  the  bill  having  been 
amended,  the  President  reported  it  to  the  House 
accordingly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Pope  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he  should 
a^'k  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  more  effectually  to 
protect  the  commerce  and  coasts  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  other  purposes. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Worthinotow,  to  suspend 
the  twelfth  rule  for  conducting  business  in  the 
Senate,  as  respects  the  resolution  this  day  offered 
authorizing  the  President  of  the  Senate  and 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  ad- 
journ the  respective  Houses  of  Congress,  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative— yeas  12,  nays  d, 
as  follows : 

YiAS — Messrs.  Condit,  German,  Gregg,  Howell, 
Huntert  Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Turner,  and  Worthington. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bayard.  Bibb.  Crawford,  Dana, 
Gilman,  Goodrich,  Robinson,  Tait,  and  Varnum. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Worthington,  the  resolu- 
tion was  read  the  second  time. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  resolution  be  en- 
ffrossed  and  read  a  third  time?  it  was  determined 
in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Oilman,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
resolution  last  mentioned  correctly  engrossed.   , 

And  on  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  to- 
morrow« 
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Wednesday, 'April  29. 

The  Senate  resumed  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  tq  authorize  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see to  issu€  grants  and  perfect  titles  on  certain 
entries  and  locations  of  land  therein  described; 
and;  after  debate^  it  was  agreed  that  the  further 
consideration  thereof  be  postponed  until  to-mor- 
row. 

On  motion^  by  Mr.  Leib^  the  enffrossed  resolu- 
tion authorizing  the  President  of  the  Senate  and 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  ad- 
journ the  respective  Houses  oi  Congress  was  read 
a  third  time. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  resolution  pass?  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  16,  nays 
12,  as  follows : 

YKAS^-Messn.  Bayard*  Condit,  Dana,  OeimaD, 
Gilman,  Goodiicb,  Gxegg,  Horsey,  Howell,  fiantec, 
Lambert,  Leib»  Lloyd,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tomer, 
and  Worthington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell 
of  Tennessee,  Crawford,  Catts^  Gaillaid,  Pope,  Robin- 
son, Tsit,  Taylor,  and  Vamiim. 

So  it  was  resolved  that  the  President  of  the 
Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives adjourn  the  respective  Houses  of  Congress 
on  Wednesday,  the  6th  of  May.  to  Monday,  the 
25tb  of  Maj'. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  request  the  con- 
currence of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  tl^is 
resolution. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  establish  an  Executive  Department,  to  be. 
denominated  the  Department  of  War,^'  having 
been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly  en- 
grossed, was  read  a  third  time  as  amended,  and 
passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  post- 
poned, indefinitelv,  the  resolution  proposing  an 
adjournment  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  on 
the  29th  of  April,  to  the  8th  of  June  next.  They 
have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  John  Thompson ;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  additional  appropriigitions  for  the  support 
i)f  Government  for  the  year  1812^"  in  which  bills 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Bbent  presented  the  petition  of  John  and 
Thomas  Vowell.  and  others,  merchants,  of  Alex- 
andria, stating  that  they  are  owners  of  property 
to  a  large  amount  in  England,  and  in  English 
ports,  and  praying  that  the  non-importation  law 
may  be  repealed,  or  so  modified  as  to  admit  the 
importation  of  British  goods  to  the  amount  of 
American  claims,  for  reasons  stated  at  large  in 
the  petition  ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Varnum  presented  the  petition  of  Jonathan 
Grout,  of  Philadelphia,  praying  Congress  to  au- 
thorize the  purchase  of  bis  patent  right  to  a  new 
and  improved  mode  of  conveying  intelligence, 
and  giving  signals,  by  telegraphs;  and  thepeti- 
~  tion  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  other- 


wise;  and  Messrs.  Varnuh.  Leib,  and  Bbeitt. 
were  appointed  the  coraminee. 

MARTTIME  DEFENCE* 

Mr.  PoPB  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  brio;  ii 
a  bill  more  effect oaTly  to  proteet  the  commerefi 
and  coastsof  the  United  States ;  and  the  bitlim| 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  is  as  follows ; 

A  Bill  more  eflectoally  to  protect  the  eommoce  ul 
coasts  of  the  United  States. 

Whereas  the  British  and  other  armed  Tesieb  bta 
harassed  and  committed  depredations  on  the  comaea 
of  the  United  States  on  or  near  the  eoasta  thereoC  i 
violation  of  the  laws  of  nations ;  therefore. 

Be  it  enaded,  ^  That  it  shaU  be  lawful  for  ^ 
PreridenC  of  the  United  States,  and  he  is  herebj  m 
thoriaed,  to  fnatnict  and  direct  the  commandert  of  ili 
armed  vessels  belonging  to  the  United  States  to  mm. 
take,  and  bring  into  any  port  of  the  United  8uta.i^ 
be  piooeeded  against  aeeordiag  to  the  lawm  and  nad 
of  nationa,  any  such  Britiah  or  other  amed  loJ 
which  shall  have  committed,  or  which  shall  be  foiu^ 
hovering  on  the  coasts  <^  tlie  United  States  for  rk 
purpose  of  harassing  or  committing  depredsUoai « 
the  vessels  belonging  to  the  citiaena  theroot 

■  The  bill  respecting  assoc tattoos  for  maritii 
securitv  J^aving  been  reported  by  the  commit 
correctly  engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time,  ai 
passed.    The  bill  is  as  follows : 
A  Bill  respecting  Assodationa  for  Maritime  Seouin 

Be  it  enacted,  4^.,  That  in  tases  wherein  the 
ing  of  vessels  §ot  defence  may  be  allowed  aocordio; 
the  laws  of  the  United  States,  it  may  be  agreed  oo 
part  of  the  citiiens  of  the  United  States  in  panu 
of  this  act,  that  ahipe  or  veasels  by  them  owned 
sail  in  concert  and  beaasoabted  for  assjatance  vadfti 
taction  in  any  voyage  or  voyages  not  contrary  to  hi 
and  during  any  time  or  tknea  which  maybe  desigstn 
by  instrument  of  writing  executed  by  the  owoen  ( 
their  anthorized  agents.  The  stipulations  of  the  puis 
contamed  in  such  instrument  may  escteod  to  the  eqoif 
ment  and  force  of  the  vessels  respectively ;  the  i^atii 
anthority  of  the  masters  or  commanders;  4^e  apposs 
ment  of  places  and  times  of  rendesvoos  and  sailing*,  ^ 
legulation  of  signals;  the  direction  of  the  general  coos 
of  the  voyage  or  voyages ;  the  ordeia  to  be  obtcrvedi 
cases  of  separation  or  danger ;  and  the  making  of  ■ 
r^ngements  for  conducting  and  managing  the  rmptc 
ive  vessels,  as  may  be  most  efibctnal  for  asaistaBce  i 
any  case  dT peril  or  misfortune;  and,  for  protecting  i 
or  any  of  them  against  forcible  seisure  or  aonoysna 
Promdedf  That  no  such  agreement  or  stipalation  shi 
contravene  the  instmctions  or  ordeas  which  may  1 
given  1^  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes  for  pv 
venting  any  nniawfhl  prooeedingB ;  and  in  esses  toad 
ing  the  use  of  any  armament  or  annaments,  the  mi 
ten  or  commandera  of  veasels  which  may  be  so  asm 
ated*  shall  be  under  the  control  of  such  mstructioni  < 
orders. 

Sac.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  re^)C€ti* 
ships  or  vessels  shall  be  holden  for  any  stipolatioBi 
aforesaid  contained  in  sach  instrument  concerning  thei 
snd  shall  accordingly  be  chargeable  for  any  com  pent 
tion  which  may  justly  be  demanded  on  aoooant  of  & 
ure  to  peribrm  the  same,  as  well  as  for  satisfying  si 
reasonable  daim  of  contribution  on  account  of  loss  * 
damage  incurred  in  pursuaaee  thereof    The  rstei 
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itribuUon  vhall  be  aiiportioned  to  and  among  the>re- 
ictive  ▼eeaels  or  ownen  thereof,  as  the  partiei  may 
re  agreed  by  sach  initminent ;  otherwise  the  appor- 
anient  may  be  adiusted  by  the  discretion  of  the  com- 
eot  court :  Prftmdedj  That  no  ships  or  vessels  shall 
to  holden  noiess  a  copy  of  the  instrument  concem- 
;  them  as  aforesaid  shall  have  been  certified  b|^  the 
oers  or  agents,  and  deposited  with  a  collector  of  the 
»tom8  or  with  the  derk  or  register  of  a  court,  having 
BinHy  or  maritime  jurisdiction,  or,  in  case  of  being 
a  ibreign  oonntrr,  with  a  constd  or  agent  of  the  Uni- 
i  Sutes :  Provided,  aUo,  That  none  but  dtixens  of 
;  United  States  shtll  be  permitted,  directly  or  indi* 
gUt,  to  have  or  claim  benefit  of  any  agreement  or 
palation  as  Albreeaid. 

Skc.  3.  And  be  it  Jurtker  enacted.  That  the  ooorts 
the  United  States  having  cogniaanoe  of  causes  of 
niraUyand  maritime  jurisdiction,  shall  take  eogniz^ 
ce  of  complaints  and  controversies  touching  the  pre- 
ises ;  tnd  proceedings  may  be  had  therein  according 
the  coarse  of  such  courts  respectively,  as  in  other 
ses  of  admiralty  or  maritime  jurisdiction.  But  no- 
lug  herein  eontained  shall  be  construed  to  deprive 
jtorsof  a  remedy  at  ^common  law,  or  in  equity,  wfaer- 
er  the  same  may  be  competent. 

The  bill  concerning  merchant  vessels  armed 
r  defence  having  been  reported  by  the  commit- 
e  correctly  engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time, 
id  passed.     The  bill  is  as  follows : 

Bill  cosoemtog  Merchant  Vessels  artfied  for  defence. 

Be  be  it  enacted,  Ac^t  That,  firom  and  after  the  -*-— 

J  of ^  in  Uie  present  year,  the  arming  df  vessels 

r  defence  shall  be  subjected  to  the  folbwing  regula-- 

Mtt: 

8kc.  2.  Be  it  enacted.  That  no  merchant  veaseb 
med  or  provided  with  the  means  of  bei^g  armed  at 
t»  shall  be  deared  or  permitted  to  depart  on  foreign 
ytges,  nnlesv  the  same  be  registered  ami  duly  owned 
id  navigated  as  ships  and  vessels  of  the  United  Slates, 
ad  any  such  ehip  or  vessd  of  the  United  States  if  not 
Mfid  on  soma  voyage  beyond  the  sonthem  cape  of 
6i«a  or  America,  may  berastrained  and  prevented  itom 
iog  to  sea  with  such  armament  or  means  of  anna* 
eat,  unless  bond  to  the  United  States  be  given  by  the 
■ntging  owner,  or  agent,  and  the  master  or  comman- 
V  thereof^  with  responsible  surety  or  sureties  in  a  penal 
UD  not  exceeding  •— —  dollars^  with  condition  that 
leh  ship  or  vessel  shall  not  proCMd  to  any  port  known 
'  be  actually  blockaded,  nor  cany  contraband  articles 
)  the  dominions  of  any  Power  engaged  in  war  against 
Bch  as  may  be  at  peace  with  the  United  States ;  and 
tat  such  armament  or  means  of  armament  shall  not 
B  used  for  purposes  contrary  to  the  laws  or  treaties  of 
n  United  States  or  the  rules  of  public  law  by  the 
United  States  acknowledged,  but  that  the  instructions 
<bich  may  be  given  by  the  President  of  the  United 
tstes  for  preventing  any  infiraction  of  such  laws^  traa- 
«•»  or  rules,  shall  be  observed  with  respect  to  such  ship 
r  vessel  in  the  destined  voyage  or  voyages ;  and  that 
ttiifoction  shall  be  made  for  all  damage  and  iniury,  if 
iiy  abould  be  committed,  in  oontmvention  thereof; 
"^  bond  nay  be  sued  in  the  name  of  the  United 
Ststet,  before  any  competent  court  of  the  United  States. 
^nd  whatever  may  be  recovered  thereon  shall  be  for 
heb  ue,  except  so  mndi  as  the  court  may  order  to  be 
)sid  ht  making  such  satisfoction  as  shall  appear  reasona- 
de  in  any  case  of  damage  or  injury.  But  the  restrictions 
Mretn  contained  shall  not  be  eonsidered  applicable  to 


vesseb  whidi  may  be  armed  in  virtue  of  any  grants  of 
letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  under  authority  of  the 
United  States. 

Sec.  3,  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  whenever 
security  shall  have  been  given  by  bond  as  aforesaid 
with  respect  to  a  ship  or  vessel  of  the  United  States, 
duly  owned  and  navigated  as  such,  which  may  be  armed 
or  provided  with  means  as  aforesaid  for  defence,  and 
bound  on  any  foreign  voyage  or  voyages  not  contrary 
to  law,  the  same  shall  be  permitted  to  depart  on  snca 
destination :  and  the  collector  of  the  customs  for  the 
district  from  which  the  ship  or  vessel  may  be  about  to 
depart,  in  addition  io  the  clearance  for  the  same,  shall 
furnish  an  ofiidal  doeument  to  this  eflect,  and  as  nearly 
as  may  bcf  convenient  according  to  the  following  form-^ 
^  To  all  wkom  it  may  concern.-  It  is  made  known, 
that  the  ship  or  vessd  called  the  [inserting  here  the 
vessers  name]  of  [inserting  the  name  of  the  port  to 
which  the  vessel  belongs]  having  [inserting  the  num- 
ber J  deck  with  [inserting  the  number]  mast  and  [spe- 
cifying whether  any  or  no]  head  and  [specifying  whe- 
ther any  or  no]  galleiy,  of  the  burden  of  [inserting  the 
number]  tons  fp  registered,  and  carrying  [inserting  the 
number  of  mounted]  guns,  whereof-*—-  [naming  the 
person]  is  at  present  master  or  oommander,  being  a 
[describing  the  kind  of  vessel,  whether  ship,  snow,  bag* 
anUne,  schooner,  sloop,  or  otherwise]  duly  owned  snd 
navigated  as  a  merchant  vessel  of  the  United  Statte  of 
America,  armed  for  defence,  and  bound  for ,  is  per- 
mitted to  depart  on  destined  voyage  [or  voyages,  af 
may  be  proper]  responsible  security  having  been  given 
according  to  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled  "An  act  con* 
coming  merchant  vessels  armed  for  defence." 

**  Given  under  the  seal  of  office,  at  the  port  of"  [ex- 
pressing the  port  and  district,  and  spedfying  the  day 
and  yeitr  of  the  date  in  words  at  length :]  Provided, 
That  additions  or  variations  may  be  made  as  shall  ap» 
pear  proper  in  particular  cases  for  the  better  description 
of  vessels  or  armaments. 

Sac.  4.  And  be  ii  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  Prssident  of  the  United  States  to  give 
directions,  ss  in  his  opinion  may  be  proper,  for  causing 
to  be  preparsd  a  suffident  number  of  forms  of  such 
documents,  which  fhdl  be  attested  by  the  Secretary, 
under  seal  of  the  Department  of  State,  with  proper 
blanks  to  be  filled  by  the  collectors  respectively  to  whom 
the  same  shdl  be  transmitted.  Before  any  such  docu- 
ment shall  be  furnished  for  a  ahip  or  vessel,  it  shall  be 
seded  and  signed  by  the  proper  collector,  and  counter^ 
ngned  by  the  naval  officer  or  by  the  surveyor,  if  there 
be  one,  but  no  navd  officer.  And  the  documents  so 
ftimisbed  shdl  be  transcribed  in  some  proper  book  to 
be  kept  for  (he  purpose  by  the  collector,  who  shall  be 
entitled  to  like  foes  for  the  same  as  for  eertificates  of 
registry :  Premded,  alwaye,  and  it  tt  declared,  That 
this  act  shall  not  be  construed  to  prevent  ships  or  ves» 
sels  bound  for  any  of  the  ports,  places,  or  countries,  be- 
yond the  southern  cape  of  Africa  or  America,  fioqpt 
going  armed  as  has  been  usual  in  such  cases,  nor  to 
afiect  any  foreign  armed  vessel  which  may  have  been 
admitted  as  sudi  within  the  territorid  jurisdiction  of 
the  United  Sutes. 


TatTRSDAY,  April  30. 

The  bill  more  effectually  to  protect  the  com* 
merce  and  coasts  of  the  United  States  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee, to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs, 
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Pope,  Batabd»  aad  Smitb,  of  Maryland^  ware 
appointed  ibe  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''Ao  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
Thompson,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  re- 
SiTl  thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Maryland, 
REGG,  and  Smith,  of  New  York,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

The  bill, entitled  "An  act  making  an  additional 
appropriation  for  the  support  of  Ck>7ernmen^  for 
Ibe  year  1612,"  was  read  the  second  lime. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  ia  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issae  grants  aad  perfect 
titles  on  certain  entries  and  locations  of  land 
therein  described;  and,  on  the  question.  Shall 
this  bill  be  en^ossed  and  read  a  third  time  ?  it 
was  determioed  in  the  affirmatire. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  allowing  an 
annuity  to  Arthur  St.  Clair ;  and,  on  the  qnestioo , 
Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  timel 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  15, 
nays  7,  as  follows: 

Ykas— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bayard,  Bibb,  Crawford, 
German,  Oilman,  Goodricfa«  Gregg,  Horsey,  Howell, 
Hunter,  Lambeit,  Leib,  Smith  of  Maryland)  and 
WorthingtoD. 

Nats — Messrs.  Condit,  Cutti,  Robinson,  Smith  of 
New  York,  Tait,  Turner,  and  Varnum. 

A  measage  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes 
Informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  authorizing  the  cutting 
and  making  a  canal  from  the  river  Potomac 
around  the  west  end  of  the  dam  or  causeway  from 
Mason's  island,  and  for  other  purposes;"  in  which 
bill  they  request  the  conenrrenoe  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Lloyd  presented  the  memorial  of  five  hun- 
dred and  thirty-five  merchants  of  Boston,  praying 
the  repeal,  or  such  modification,  of  (he  aon«iin« 
portation  act,  as  may  enable  them  to  receive  their 
property  now  in  Great  Britain  and  her  dependen- 
jQies ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
oommittee,  to  consist  of  five  members^  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and,  in 
the  mean  time,  that  it  be  primed  for  the  use  of 
the  Senate. 

Messrs.  Lloyd^  Taylor,  Gbioo,  Lbib,  aad 
Smitb  of  Maryland,  were  appointed  the  com* 
mtttee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  discharge 
from  imprisonment  the  persons  therein  mentioned; 
and,  after  debate,  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York, 
Reaolvedy  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be 
authorized  to  pay,  out  of  the  contingent  fund,  the 
expenses  incurred  for  the  funeral  of  the  late  Vice 
PRBaiDBNT  of  the  United  States,  whenever  the 
same  shall  have  been  allowed  and  certified  by  the 
committee  of  arrangement. 


Fbiday,  Maj  1. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  State  of  Teonesatt 
to  issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  on  certain  eDtri?: 
and  locations  of  land  therein  described,  haTin7 
been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly  n. 
grossed,  was  read  a  third  time. 

On  the  qoestion,  Shall  this  bill  pass?  Tt  m 
determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  IS^naysS 
as  follows : 

Ybas — MessKs.  Andenon,  Bayard,  Campbell  of  T&l 
nssaee,  Condit,  CatSa,  GaUlud,  Gihnaa,  G«>diidi.He^ 
aey»  Howdll,Huiter,  Lambeit*  Uoyd,  RohiiiaoB,S«i^ 
of  Maqrland,  Biaith  oi  New  Yoik*  Tait,  and  Vvna. 

Nats-— Messrs.  Bibb,  Crawfud»  Dana,  Genu, 
T^lor  and  Tomer. 

So  it  was  Retolved^  That  this  bill  pass,  nl 
that  the  title  thereof  be  ''An  act  to  aothorizeiU 
State  of  Tennessee  to  isssue  grants  and  perfed 
titles  on  certain  entries  and  locations  of  \xd 
therein  described." 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  commirid 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  *'Aa  id 
for  the  relief  of  John  Thompson,"  reported  ij 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  Turner,  from  the  committee  to  whom  vii 
referred  the  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  alter  and  a 
tablish  certain  post  roads,"  reported  it  withoe 
amendment; 

Mr.  Lbib  presented  the  petitiooi  of  Nuiian  PlBii 
ney,  now  a  Captain  in  the  Army,  stating  that.iu 
the  20th  of  August.  1808^  he  waa  appointed  bri| 
ade  inspector,  jfro  tempore,  and  that  be  perforfod 
the  duties  thereof  at  New  Orleans,  and  has  i^ 
ceived  the  emoluments  attached  to  said  office,  sj 
to  the  31st  of  May,  1810,  but,  on  his  arrir&l^ 
the  Seat  of  Government,  was  required  by  ib 
Department  of  War  to  refund,  on  the  plea'  iha 
the  appointment  was  anadmissihle,  aad  prayta 
relief,  lor  reasons  stated  in  the  petitiao,  wbid 
was  read,  aad  referred  lo  a  select  Gooioitttee.  i 
consider  and  report  tbertoa  by  bill  or  ochervise 
and  Messrs.  Leib,  Howbll,  and  Smith  of  Mar) 
laad.  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Tire  bill  allowing  an  ananity  to  Arthur  S< 
Clair  having  been  reported- by  the  committee  coi 
rectly  engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  a 
motion,  by  Mr.  Leib,  to  fill  the  blank  with  tft 
words  ^  five  hundred  dollars,"  it  was  determine 
in  the  negative ;  and,  on  motion  to  fill  the  blan 
with  the  words  '^  four  hundred  and  fif^y  dollaiv 
the  votes  being  equal,  the  President  determine 
the  question  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass?  itwi 
determined  in  the  affiroMtive— ^eas  17,  nays  9.i 
follows: 

YxA*— Messrs.  Anderami,  Bayard,  Bibb  Crawior 
Dana,  German,  Gihnan,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Hotm 
Howell,    Hunter,  Lambert,    Leib,  Lloyd,  Smith 
Maryland,  and  Worthington. 

Nats— Measrs.  Oondit,  Cutts,  Gaiflard,  Robinso 
Smith  of  New  Totk,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  and  Ti 
num. 

So  it  was  Beaolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  ai 
that  the  title  thereof  be  "An  act  allowing  an  ai 
noity  to  Arthur  St.  Clair." 
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Mr.  Oregci,  fromtbe  coAmiitee  to  whom  the 
ibjeet  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  to  admh  the 
Kry  of  vetoels  of  the  Uaked  dtate«,  on  certain 
wduioDs;  and  tbe  bili  was  read,  aad  passed  to 
e  second  reading. 

(This  bill  eaibraees  cases  of  vesseb  '*  which 
Dsy  bare  been  jad^  in  any  of  the  ports  of  In- 
Ik,  sod  wboae  master,  supercargo,  or  owner, 
sty  have  been  oompeUed  to  gtre  bond,  under 
tome  penalty,  that  their  respective  cargoes  shall 
»  (saUed  in  aonae  part  of  the  United  States;^' 
'o?ided  the  daties  be  paid,  aad  ^e  ffoods  sto^d 
the  public  stores^  andet  the  care  oi  the  cioUect- 
1)  subject  to  the  future  dispo^hioB  of.  the  Goir* 
oment.} 

Oq  motion,  by  Mr.BATAaa,  the  bill  to  discharge 
Dm  impriso^nrent  the  persons  thereia  mentioned 
as  recommitted  to  a  select  committee,  with  in* 
ructions  to  inn  aire  into,  and  report  the  facts  of 
le  case;  and  Messrrs.  Bavabo;  Smitb  of  New 
ork,  aod  Qbrbcan,  were  appointed  the  com- 
illee.        M  / 

The  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  auihorizriig  the  eat- 
Bg  sad  making  a  canal  from  the  river  Potomac 
oond  the  west  end  of  the  dam  or  causeway 
om  Mason's  island,  and  for  other  purposes,^'  wa^ 
ad  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
fhole,  the  bill,  entitled  ^*An  act  makitig  addi- 
ODal  appropriations  for  the  sapport  of  Oovern- 
e&t  for  the  year  1812  f  and  the  bill  baring  been 
nended.  the  President  repdrted  it  to  the  House 
icordiogly. 

Oq  the  question,  Shatl-this  bUi  be  read  a  third 
me  as  amended?  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
fmative. 

Mr.  Grsoq  presented  %he  memorial  of  James 
Filkioson,  stating  that  he  has  been  stigmatized 
la  pablie  defaulter;  but  that,  so  far  from  de- 
tTing  that  charge,  he  can  make  it  appear  that 
^  pnblic  are  indebted  to  him,  and  praying  an 
tqairf  into  his  case  may  be  instituted,  and  such 
KisioQ  thereon  as  may  be  eompattble  wi«h  jtts- 
ee  and  eqnity ;  and  the  memorial  was  read. 
On  motion,  bv  Mr.  Qttceo,  this  memorial,  and 
lit  presented  the  last  session,  together  with  the 
n»rt  on  the  memorial  last  mentiobed,  was  re* 
ffred  to  a  select  cotttmittee,  to  consist  of  ^^^ 
imbers,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or 
therwise;  aad  Messrs.  Grboo,  Smith  of  Mary- 
tod,  Taylob,  YABNim,  aad  AimcRaOii.  -were 
ppoioted  the  commitlee. 


Ml*i 


Monday,  May  4. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 

Jtking  additional  appropriations  for  the  support 

t  Quvcroment  for  the  year,  1812,"  was  reported 

'y  the  committee  correctly  engrossed. 

^  bare  quorum  attending,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

TuBtfDAY,  May  5. 
^  Mr.  Leib,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
!?°»^?  (be  subject,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
^  Nmiaa  Pinkney,  and  the  bili  was  read,  and 
l«»ed  to  the  second  reading. 
12th  Coir.  1st  Sess. 


The  bill  to  admit  the  entry  of  vessels  of  the 
United  States  on  certain  conditions,  was  reiid  the 
second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commiitee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  authorizing  a  subscription  for  the 
Laws  of  the  United  States;  and  the  further  con- 
sideration tbereof  was  poitponed  to  ihe  first  Mon- 
day in  December  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Conunittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  John  Thompson  5"  and  it  was 
ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  alter  and  establish  certain  post  roads." 

Ordered^  That  it  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Horset,  the  bill,  entitled 
^  An  act  authorizing  the  cutting  and  tnaking  a 
canal  from  the  river  Potomac  arotrad  the  west 
end  of  the  dam  or  causeway  from  Mason's  Island, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  was  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon;  and 
Messrs.  Hokset,  Brent,  and  Wort^inoton, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Lloyo,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  memorial  of  a  large  number  of  the 
merchants  of  Boston,  praying  the  repeal  or  modi- 
fication of  the  non* importation  act,  stated  that 
they  had  instructed  their  chairman  to  report  that 
it  is  inexpedient  to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioners. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  tl^at  the  House  do  not  con- 
cur in  the  resolution  proposing  a  recess  from  the 
6th  to  the  25th  of  May.  They  have  passed  a  bill, 
eniitled  '*  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  citizens  of 
Venezuela ;"  a  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  for  the  bet- 
ter regulation  of  the  ordnance;"  a  bill,  entitled 
'"^  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  F.  Reddick ;"  a 
bill,  entitled  *^Aa  act  making  further  provision 
for  the  Army  of  the  United  States;"  a  Dill,  enti- 
tled ''An  act  to  authorize  the  election  of  sheriffs 
in  the  Indiana  Territory,  and  for  other  purposes;" 
also  a  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  to  incorporate  the 
trustees  of  Washington  College;"  in  which  biils 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

They  hare  passed  the  bill  which  orig:inated  in 
the  Senate,  entitled  *^An  act  for  desigoating,  sor- 
veyittg.  and  granting  the  military  bounty  lands," 
with  an  amendment,  in  which  they  ask  the  to^^ 
currencc  of  the  Senate,;  also,  the  bill,  entitled 
'*  An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  '  An 
act  to  establish  an  ExectitiYe  DeMrtment,  to  be 
denominated  the  Department  of  War,"  with  an 
amendment,  in  which  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatires  to  the  bill, 
entitled  ^*  An  act  for  designating,  surreying,  and 
granting  the  military  bounty  lands,"  and  con- 
imrred  therein. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bayard,  the  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  citizens  of  Vene- 
zuela," was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous 
cooseQt ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Campbell,  of 
Tennessee,  it  was  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
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to  consider  and  repoft  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Camp- 
bell, of  Tennessee,  Batarb,  and  Smith,  of  Mary- 
land, were  appointed  the  committee.  , 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  German,  that  the  further 
consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  the  first 
Monday  in  December  next,  it  was  determined  in 
the  negative — >yeas  11,  nays  13,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bayard,  Bibb,  Crawford,  Gennan, 
Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Smith,  of  Mazy- 
land,  and  Tamer. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Brent,  Campbell,  of  Ten- 
nessee, Condit,  Cutts,  Dana,  Gaillard,  Gilman,  Howell, 
Robinson,  Tait,  Vamnm,  and  Worthington. 

Oq  motion,  by  Mr.  Bayabo,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  six  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurreikce 
were  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  ''An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  enti- 
tled 'An  act  to  establish  an  Executive  Depart- 
ment, to  be  denominated  the  Department  of 
War." 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  making  additional 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  GovernmeDt  for 
the  year  1812,"  was  read  a  third  time  as  amend- 
ed ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Lcib,  it  was  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  to  revise  the  item  respect- 
ing marshals,  and  re^ibrt  thereon ;  and  Messrs. 
Anoebbon,  Leib,  and  Turner,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 


Wednesoat,  May  6. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ninian  Pinkney  was 
read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  citizens  of  Vene- 
zuela," reported  it  without  amendment;  and  the 
bill  was  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  readin^f. 
.  The  bill,  entitled  *^  An  act  to  incorporate  the 
Trustees  of  Washington  College,"  was  read  the 
aecoud  time. 

Thfi  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  for  the  better  regu- 
lation of  the  ordnance,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  making  further  pro* 
viaioD  for  the  Army  of  the  United  States,"  was 
read  the  second  time. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Gbeoo,  the  two  last  men- 
tioned billa  were  severally  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and 
Messrs.  Anoerbon,  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  and 
Varndm,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  anthorize  the  elec- 
tion of  sheriff  in  the  Indiana  Territory,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Wortbinoton,  Bi^ljr- 
ARD,  and  Tait,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendment  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act|  entitled  '  An  act  to  establish  an  Executive 


DepaKmeot,  to  be  deaominatad  the  Depaitaeai 
of  War." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Leib,  the  fnrther  coasi^ 
ation  of  the  bill  and  ainendment  was  pottpouj 
to  the  first  Monday  Jn  June  next 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representinra 
informed  the  Benate  that  the  House  have  {a<M| 
a  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  annex  a  part  of  W«^ 
Florida  to  the  Mississippi  Territory,'^  io  wbid 
bill  thev  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Seoite  I 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  pasd^ 
the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  <"  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Tiu 
mas  F.  Reddiek,''  was  read  the  second  time 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  ot  th 
Whole,  the  coimideration  of  the  bill  to  admit  (^ 
entry  of  resseU  of  the  United  States  on  certii 
conditions. 

On  the  qoeation,  Shall  this  bill  be  eo^row 
and  read  a  third  timel  it  was  determined  iot^ 
affirmativ^e. 

The  bill,  entitled  "*  An  act  for  thf  relief  of  J(^ 
Thompson."  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passet. 

The  bill,  entitled  <*  An  act  to  alter  and  esaj 
lish  certain  post  roads,"  was  read  a  third  tiine,M 
passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  tbebl 
entitled  ^*  Ao  act  for  the  relief  of  the  ciiizevi 
Venezaefai,"  was  read  the  third  time,  bf  uou 
mous  consent,  and  passed. 

MEMORIAL  OF  BOSTON  MERCHAXT& 

The  Senate  resumed  the  considerattooof  d 
report  of  the  committee  made  yesterday  oo  a 
memorial  of  a  large  mimber  of  the  mercba&ts| 
Boston. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  that  the  report  ( 
the  memorial  -of  the  merchants  of  Bostoo.  ^ 
iog  for  leave  to  withdraw  their  property  it^ 
Qreat  Britain  and  her  depeodeociea,  be  sgaioi 
,  ferred  to  a  eoma»ittee,  with  instructions  to  bru 
in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  petitioners— 

A  motion  was  laade  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  M&r 
land,  that  the  further  consideration  thereof! 
postponed  to  the  first  Monday  in  June  neit. 

On  this  motion  Mr.SMiTB  addressed  the  Chi 
as  followt : 

Mr.  President :  I  have  made  the  motion  for  pa 
ponemeai  beoausa  I  am  unwillinff  that  a  co 
elusive  vote  on  the  question  should  be  takes 
thi&  time.  When  members  place  their  oaa 
on  record  there  is  an  unwillingness  to  retri 
their  rote,  when  a  more  suitable  time  for  deci^ 
occurs.  That  time  will  be,  on  the  arrival  of  t 
Hornet,  which  must  certainly  happen  before  | 
first  of  June;  and  from  the  information  wbi* 
she  will  brinit.  we  shall  be  enabled  to  vote  mc 
advis«>dly.  This  subject  being  before  the  Sena 
I  will  be  permitted  to  take  a  short  view  of  o 
political  relations  as  they  bear  upon  this  partic 
lar  object. 

The  non-intercoorse  law  prohibited  all  lot* 
coarse  between  the  United  States  and  Gf( 
Britain  and  France.  It,  however,  authorized  t 
President,  in  case  either  of  these  Powers  shoe 
80  lepeal  or  modify  tl^eir  vojaat  acta,  as  that  (b 
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ihooJd  ces>e  to  riolate  the  oeatnl  ri^bu  of  the 
Uaited  States,  to  relieve  sach  natioa  from  th« 
)peratioD  of  this  act.  Great  Britain,  by  her 
djojster,  Mr.  Krakine,  did  agree,  that  her  odioon 
)rder8  ia  Council  should  be  repealed,  and  the 
^resideat  (with  a  promptitude  that  did  him 
ttdh)  declared  by  proclamation,  that  the*  com- 
a«rce  between  the  United  States  ai^d  Great 
kitain  should  be  restored,  and  all  Anierica  ap- 
ikaded  the  act.  The  negotiation  made  by  Mr. 
£r%kioe,  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  every  enli^ht* 
ioed  man,  and  to  the  astonishment  of  our  Gov- 
mment,  was  disavowed  by  the  King  of  Great 
3riuio.  What  was  the  conduct  of  our  Bxecu- 
ire  on  bein^  informed  of  the  diaarowal?  It 
ras  that  which  gratiied  every  American.  He 
Dstaoily  imposed  the  non -intercourse  on  Great 
Sriiaio,  and  placed  that  nation  precisely  in  the 
ame  situation  in  which  she  was  when  Mr. 
Sr&kiae's  arraofferbent  took  place.  And,,  sir,  I 
^heie  that,  in  doing  so,  he  met  with  the  appro- 
lation  of  every  good  man.  He  certainly  had 
oioe.  The  non-intercourse  law  continued  until 
Aiy,  1810,  when  it  expired  by  its  own  limitation, 
stale  this,  Mr.  President,  becatise  a  confusion 
las  arisen  from  the  yarious  laws  which  k^ve 
assed  on  this  subject,  and  many  well  informed 
Beo  have  believed,  and  do  now  believe,  that  the 
lOD-intercourse  law  existed  against  both  nations 
rbea  the  presecic  restrictions  were  imposed  on 
ittr  commerce  with  Great  Britain.  Not  so,  Mr. 
'resident.  At  that  time  our  trade  was  unrescrict" 
i  hy  aay  law  of  the  United  States.  But  Con- 
[ress,  in  the  saqae  month  of  ^May,  1810,  passed 
a  act,  by  whicli  the  President  was  authorized, 
a  the  event  of  either  France  or  Eoijrland  repeal- 
Dg  her  unjust  acts,  or  so  modifying  the  same 
bat  they  would  no  longer  affisct  our  neutral 
ights,  to  impose  certain  sections  of  the  non-in- 
ercoorselaw  on  the  natioa  refusing  to  do  us  just- 
ee,  which  sections  amount  to  a  non*importation. 
This  act  was  made  kpown  to  both  nations;  and 
^raoce,  embracing  the  proposition,  did  by  the 
etter  of  her  prime  Minister,  the  Dulce  of  Cadore, 
inder  date  of  the  5th  August,  181^  promise  to 
evolte  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  so  f^r  as 
key  relate  to  the  United  Sfat^  on  condition: 
riih  which  conditioil  the  President  comnlied 
>y  issoing  his  proclamation  of  the  second  of  No- 
rember,  in  which,  agreeably  to  the  act  of  May^ 
1810,  he  declared  that  all  importations  from  Great 
Sriuin  and  her  possessions  should  cease  on  the 
^  Februarv,  1811;  unless  that  nation  should, 
>revioQ«ly  thereto,  repeal  or  modify  her  Orders 
Q  Council.  Great  Britain  refused  to  do  this, 
lod  has  pertinaciously  adiiered  to  a  system  inju- 
ioQs  to  the  interest  ol*  both  nations.  Mr.  Presi- 
i«Qt,  I  was  among  those  who  approved  of  the 
proclamation  of  the  President  of  tb«  United 
outes,  interdicting  all  importations  from  Great 
Britain.  It  appeared  to  me  to  be  a  strict  com- 
pliaace  with  the  tenor  of  the  law;  for,  sir,  I  did 
heiiere,  that  a'U  credit  was  due  to  the  solemn 
<I»laraiioos  of  nations,  made  officially  by  their 
public  ministers,  and  U  therefore*  justified  the 
President  for  the  confidence  he  had  placed  ia 


those  solemn  assurances.  I  did  expect  that  a 
decree,  revoking  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees, 
^so  far  as  they  related  to  the  United  States," 
would  have  been  issued  immediately  after  the 
Emperor  should  have  seen  the  act  of  Congress 
connrming  the  proclamation.  Indeed,  sir,  I 
thought  it  ought  to  have  been  issued  immediate-* 
ly  aUer  he  had  seen  the  proclamation. 

Has  any  such  decree  yet  issued?  No!  Has 
France  practically  complied  with  her  promise 
made  in  the  letter  of  the  5th  August  1810,  signed 
by  the  Duke  de  Cadore?  If  she  has,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, then  are  we  bound,  the  national  faith  and 
honor  are  bound,  and  no  consideration  ought  lo 
induce  the  Senate  to  agree  to  the  motion  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  (  Mr,  Llotd.)  But  if  France 
has  not  complied  with  her  engagement,  if  her 
cruisers,  as  well  public  as  private,  continue,  under 
the  authority  of  the  Emperor,  to  act  in  the  man- 
ner authorized  by  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees, 
then  oiir  honor  calls  iipon  us,'  the  national  honor 
imperiously  calls  upon  us  to  place  both  nations 
precisely  in  the  situation  in  which  they  were 
when  the  proclamation  of  the  President,  dated 
November  2,  1810.  was  issued;  nor  ought  the 
doing  so  to  afiect  the  ulterior  measures  contem- 
plated against  Great  Britain.  In  acting  thus, 
our  conduct  will  be  exactly  correspondent  with 
that'adopted  by  the  Executive,  on  his  being  in- 
formed thai  Great  Britain  had  disavowed  the 
arrangement  entered  into  with  Mr.  Erskine. 
This  we  are  bound  to  do,  if  even  we  should  im- 
mediately thereafter  enact  a  law  interdicting  all 
importation  from  both  nations.  Nay,  sir,  men 
of  nice  notions  of  honor  will  believe  that  we  can-  ' 
not  honorably  pursue  the  war  with  Great  Britain 
until  we  have  freed  ourselves  from  the  deception 
practised  (ipon  us  by  France,,  if  (as  is  asserted) 
she  has  not  complied  with  her  part  of  the  compact. 
What  evidence  have  we  that  France  has  not 
complied  ?  The  document  before  me  from  the 
Secretary  of  State,  respecting  the  trade  to  the 
Baltic,  proves  that  French  privateers  have  com- 
pletely blockaded  the  Sound,  which  is  the  usual 
entraiice  to  that  sea;  that  they  capture  every 
American  ressel  in  their  power  bound  either  up 
or  down,  and  send  their  papers  to  Parrs,  where 
they  are  condemned  by  the  order  of  the  Emperor. 
It  may  not  be  amiss  to  fftve  a  view  of  this  course 
of  conduct;  for  to  gentlemen  unacquainted  with 
commerce  it  may^be  usdTul.  ,Mr.  Ervinff,  our 
Minister  at  Denmark,  was  sent  to  Copenhagea 
to  use  the  best  means  in  his  power  to  induce  the 
King  to  pot  a  stop  to  the  depredations  committed 
on  our  commerce  by  the  Danish  privateers.  He 
was  well  received,  and  being  of  opinion  that  our 
trade  would  meet  with  few  interriiptions  in  fu- 
ture, he  advised  thereof  the  American  Consuk 
in  Sweden  and  Norway,  where  our  vessels  usu- 
ally stop  for  information.  What  was  the  conse- 
quence? Why,  that  the  Americans,  thus  re- 
lieved from  danger,  as  they  supposed,  took  the 
usual  course  through  the  Sound,  to  all  the  ports 
in  the  Baltic,  and  many  went  safe.  The  French, 
informed  of  this  friendly  conduct  of  the  King  of 
Denmark,  despatched  a  number  of  prirateers 
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to  the  Sound,  completely  blockaded  it.  and  cap- 
tured, without  distinction,  every  American  they 
coold.  The  n amber  thos  captured  was  not,  it  is 
true,  very  great,  for  the  news  flew  on  the  wings 
of  the  wind,  and  the  Americans  were  thereafter, 
for  safety,  compelled  to  mingle  with  the  British 
convoys.  Indeed,  several  which  had  assembled 
at  Elsinore  were  saved  by  a  convoy  granted  by 
the  King  of  Denmark. 

Mr.  President,  the  first  notice  of  the  French 
blockade  of  the  Baltic  was  capture  and  conse- 
quent condemnation  on. various  pretexts.  One 
Tessel  was  condemned  (it  appears  by  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  court  of  Pans)  because  she  had 
come  to  anchor  in  a  port  in  Sweden,  where,  by 
accident,  there  was  a  British  armed  vessel.  But, 
sir,  another  reason  (or  presuming  that  Prance 
has  not  complied  with  her  part  of  the  compact,  is 
the  late  burning,  by  a  French  squadron  which 
issued  from  Naniz  the  10th  day  of  January  last, 
of  every  American  vessel  they  met  having  a 
cargo  on  board.  The  ground  assigned  by  the 
commanders  of  those  vessels,  not  verbally  only, 
but  by  certificates  signed  by  themselves,  is,  be* 
cause  the  vessel,  so  burnt,  was  bound  to  or  from 
a  port  of  the  enemy  of  France,  and  this  they 
certify  they  do  bv  order  of  the  Minister  of  the 
French  Marine,  being  precisely  the  Berlin  and 
"Milan  decrees  put  in  tall  force  against  the  vessels 
of  the  United  States.  This  intormatioo  comes 
,  to  us  in  a  shape  scarcely  questionable ;  but  as  the 
Hornet  must  soon  arrive,  and  as  the  President 
will  by  her  receive  such  information  as  will  put 
the  subject  beyond  a  doubt,  either  in  one  way  or 
the  other ;  and  as  I  know  that  some  gentlemep 
are  unwilling  to  vote  without  ojficial  informa- 
tion. I  have  thought  it  most  proper  to  propose  the 
postponement,  until  such  time  as  roust  give  us 
such  information. 

Mr.  President,  before  I  sit  down,  it  may  not  be 
unworthy  of  remark,  that  the  French  burning 
squadron  left  France  five  dayx  after  the  departure 
of  the  frigate  Constitution,  at  which  time  (the 
5th  January)  Mr.  Barlow  was  flattered  with  the 
expectation  that  he  would  succeed  in  every  ob- 
ject of  his  mission. 

Mr.  Lloyo  said,  knowing  as  he  did  the  dis- 
position of  the  Senate,  he  should  probably  not 
Dave  troubled  them  with  anv  remarks  on  this 
occasion,  had  he  not,  in  compliance  with  official 
usage,  and  the  instructions  of  committee,  been 
the  organ  of  a  report  repugnant  alike  to  his  feel- 
ings and  opinions — hostile,  as  he  believed,  to  the 
interest  of  the  nation,  and  adverse  to  the  petition- 
ers, who  were  a  large  body  of  bis  constituents — 
his  fellow-townsmen,  many  of  whom  he  person- 
ally knew— who  were  equal  in  respectability  to 
any  class  of  citizens  in  the  United  States,  and 
who  had  a  deep  interest  in  the  decision  of  the 
quesition — a  question  on  which,  in  many  cases 
would  depend  the  loss  or  preservation  of  the 
fruits  of  manv  years  of  their  industry,  and  the 
xontinuanee  onheir  occupations,  and  perhaps  sub- 
sistence, and  which,  if  decided  adversely,  migiit 
reduce  soma  of  them  from  ease  and  affluence  to 
penury  and  embarrassment. 


This  claim  arises  from  the  prosecotion  of  u 
honorable,  a  lucrative  and  acca^omed  trade,  ■ 
which  bad  met  the  approbation  of  Goverameei. 
and  to  the  revenues  of  which  it  had  largely  cob- 
tributed — he  alluded  to  the  trade  with  Gmi 
Britain.  In  the  prosecution  of  this  trade  foroh 
erly  the  merchants  of  the  United  States  vere 
almost  invariably  the  debtors ;  they  obtained  tb« 
goods  on  a  credit  not  mfrequentiy  of  twdrt 
months,  but  for  a  few  years  past  the  course  tf 
the  trade  had  almost  entirely  changed.  Owisf 
to  the  extension  of  commerce — the  diflusioD  i 
wealth  and  capital — the  increased  ability  of  the 
merchants  of  the  United  States— the  faeiiitia 
afforded  bf  the  bank» — and  the  unexampled  li^ 
pressioD  of  the  course  of  exchange,  the  raercbiaii 
of  Great  Britein  had  in  their  turn  become  tin 
bankers  and  d^ors  of  those  of  the  United  Stato, 
the  latter  of  whom  now  very  generally,  iostnl  . 
of  purchasing  goods  in  England  on  credit,  retDi^ 
ted  exchange  at  the  time  of  funiishing  their 
orders  for  shipments. 

These  orders,  it  is  very  well  known  to  crerj ' 
man  in  the  smallest  degree  conversant  with  lae 
trade,  must  be  in  the  hands  of  the  mamilactnKa 
several  months  before  they  can   be  execatfj, 
being  principally  given  for  articles  calculated  f(K 
a  particular  market  and  not  suited  for  anyotbcr. 
This  is  more  especially  the  case  with  the  itf^ 
porters  of  hardware  and  cutlery,  who  are  oblig«l 
to  give  their  orders,  six.  nine,  or  perhaps  twelTf  j 
months  in  advacce,  and  so  soon  as  an  order  il. 
delivered,  it  becomes  a  compact,  which  caaootj 
be  dissolved  but  with  the  consent  of  all  the  par^ 
ies  engaged  in  it.    Thus  are  situated  some  of  tkl' 
7>etitioners^  several  of  whom  had   transmittel 
their  orders  prior  to  the  issuing  of  the  Presideot^j 
proclamation  of  November  2,  1810,' but  trhid 
could  not  be  executed  and  got  ready  for  sbip* 
ment  by  the  iid  of  February,  1811,  when  ite 
trade  was  closed.    On  this  class  of  petitioDen^ 
the  n  on -importation  act,  therefore,  has  a  mort 
unjust  and  complete  e:r  post  facto  operatioa-^ 
they  are  punished  for  the  prosecution  of  theii 
lawful  trade,  and  for  not  knowing  what  did  sot 
exist.    The  claim  of  this  class  of  petitioners,  tfan. 
is  incontrovertible,  and  if  the  trade  is  to  cootione 
interdicted,  and  a  sacrifice  is  required  to  be  made 
for  the  public  ^ood,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  natios 
and  not  the  individual  to  smstain  it. 

It  has  been  said,  the  merchants  ought  to  hire 
been  aware  of  the  state  of  the  country— that  the 
Qovfrnment  gave  them  ample  warning  of  tbe 
crisis  that  was  approaching,  and  they  shoald 
have  forborne  their  adventures.  On  tbe  coninrf, 
sir,  the  Government,  when  it  renewed  the  doo- 
importation  act,  left  entirely  open  the  export 
trade — by  so  doing  it  sanctioned  that  trade,  tod 
tacitlv  invited  the  merchants  to  engage  io  it. 
In  what  did  this  export  trade  consist?  Prioci- 
pally  in  grain  and  floor  shipped  to  the  ports  pos- 
sessed by  the  British  in  Portugal  and  Spain— to 
Lisbon  and  Cadiz.  It  was  well  known  that 
Spain  and  Portugal,  as  countries,  were  devasta- 
ted, and  wholly  exhausted.  They  were  uiterlf 
destitute  of  produce  wherewith  to  make  retuns. 
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[  was  perfectly  well  onderstood  that  imyments 
oald  alone  be  received  by  drafts  od  fingland-r- 
)r  their  specie  could  aot  be  withdrawn  from 
tence^the  exportation  of  it  is  prohibited  under 
ery  heavy  penalties,  parhaps  capital  ones — the 
o\y  resource  then  which  remained  to  realize  the 
ropertjf  was  by  bills  of  ezchanse  from  America, 
gd  this  channel  has  completely  failed  for  the 
riDt  of  objecta  in  which  the  purchasers  could 
irest  the  property  so  long  as  importations  were 
rohibited.  Thus,  then,  are  the  merchants  totally 
irred  from  realizing  their  funds  arising  from  a 
ade  encouraged  by  their  own  Oovernroent,  and 
le  proceeds  of  which  have  entered  in  a  country, 
rkere  alone,  from  the  nature  of  that  trade,  it 
Hild  Dot  but  be  deposited ;  and  hence  then  it 
Alows,  that  the  importioe  and  exporting  mern 
banis  have  boch  a  weiUloanded  claim  on  the 
id  of  Goyernmeiit  before  war  commences,  for 
le  acquisition  of  their  property -r-iadeed  no  maa 
)uld  rationally  suppose  the  Government  would 
»iiinieoce  a  war  with  the  exclusion  of  it.  So 
ir  from  it,  that  it  has  been  a  generally  receired 
piDioo,  if  war  were  actually  intended,  the  porta 
hb«  United  States  would  be  first  opened  for 
Dporiations;  and  if  it  be  desirable  on  the  part  of 
le  Go7ernment,  as  it  seems  to  be  its  wiah  to 
npress  oo  the  people  the  probability  or  certainty 
twar,  the  doing  taia,  attended  with  eoFiespond- 
i;  measures  of  preparation,  would  effect  it  much 
lore  readily  than  by  any  other  step  that  could 
( taken. 

But  it  is  said,  the  United  Sutes  ace  pledged  to 
noce.  Trite  and  tiresome  as  this  topic  has 
ecome,  he  must  be  allowed  briefly  to  retrace  it. 

Bf  tbe  act  of  May  1,  18ia  it  was  provided 
lat  in  case  either  Great  Briuin  or  Fcaoce 
m\L  before  the  3d  of  March,  1811,  so  revoke 
r  modify  her  edicts  as  that  they  should  cease  to 
iolaie  the  neutral  commerce  of  the  Uhited 
•utes,  the  President  should  declare  the  fact;  and 

the  other  nation  did  not  in  lijie  mauAer  revoke 
r  modify  her  edicts  within  three  months  there- 
Tier,  the  restrictions  on  the  commerce  of  the 
atioQ  so  refusing  should  be  revived. 

Oq  the  5tk  August.  1810,  the  Duke  of  Cadore 
ddressed  a  note  to  Mr.  Armstrong  suting  that 
i(  decrees  of  France. were  revoked,  and  would 
ease  to  operate  on  the  Ist  of  November  aiic- 
eeding. 

Oathe  2d  of  November  the  President  issued 
is  proclamation,  declaring  that  the  French  de- 
rees  were  reroked.  and  importations  from  Great 
Intaia  subsequently  to  the  2d  of  February,  1811, 
rere  of  consequence  prohibited. 

Mr.  Lloyd  said,  in  this  inquiry,  although  he 
oasidered  the  decision  of  this  Preaideat^  as  ex- 
remely  ill-judged  and  unfortunate,  he  should 
lot  avail  of  his  sution  to  offeree  direct  insult  to 
^  highest  authority  of  the  nation. .  He  meant 
jot  to  impugn  his  motives^possibly  the  Preai-^ 

F  ^^^^°^^i  ^^'^  by  confiding  in  the  assurances 
^nhe  French  Government,  perfidy  might  be 
mered  honest^thal  France  might  for  onee 
uml  faithfully  the  engagemeau  she  had  entered 
ftto,  and,  this  being  don^^  that  the  British  Orders 


in  Council,  professedly  and  expressly  predicated 
upon  the  Berlin  decree,  would  tall  of  course,  and 
that  we  should  thus  happily  get  rid  of  a  system, 
which  bad  been  a  race  of  folly  all  round  the 
compass,  equally  as  it  regards  France,  Great 
Britain,  and  the  United  States ;  a  system  in  which 
these  nations  had  Become  entangled  by  their 
passions — to  which  they  pertinaciously  adhered, 
probably  in  spite  of  conviction,  to  the  injury  of 
their  subjects  and  citizens,  and  from  whict^  none 
of  them  has  the  manliness  or  magnanimity  first 
to  cut  adrift. 

Has  France,  air,  fulfilled  her  engagement? 
For  proof,  let  me  only  refer  to  the  3d  article  of 
the  Milan  decreej  which  enacts — "'That  every 

*  ship  of  whatever  nation,  or  whatsoever  the  nature 

*  of  its  cargo,  which  sails' from  or  proceeds  to  the 
'  ports  of  England,  or  those  of  its  colonies,  or  of 

*  countries  occupied  by  English  troops,  shall  be 
'  good  and  lawful  prize,  and  may  be  captured  by 
<  the  ships  of  war,  or  privateers  of  France."  is 
our  commerce  to.  such  ports  now  allowed  ?  Have 
these  provisions  of  the  decree  ceased  to  be  acted 
upon  ?  It  would  be  a  libel  ivpon  the  intelligence 
and  vigilant  attention  of  the  Senate  to  cite  in- 
stances x>f  their  continued  and  constant  enforce- 
ment. On  the  importation  of  British  manufac- 
tures oar  own  laws  have  interdicted  the  possi- 
bility of  their  operation  for  the  past  twelve 
months'— but  captures  of  vessels  coming  from  and 
going  to  Great  Britain  are  notorious  to  every  one^ 
and  the  shelves  of  the  Department  of  State  are, 
or  might  be,  lumbered  with  proofs  of  the  daily 
application  of  this  article  of  the  decree  to  Ameri- 
can vessels,  which  are  captured,  burnt,  or  scuttled, 
from,  and  going  to  ports  in  Spain  and  Portugal 
in  possession  of  the  British ;  and  lest  we  shoald 
not  credit  the  accounts  of  our  plundered,  unship- 

e,  cast-off  seamen,  arriving  destitute  at  hoine^*/ 
we  should  not  credit  the  solemn  depositions 
of  the  masters  and  mates  of  vessels  that  have 
been  taken  and  destroyed— lest  we  shpuld  not 
credit  the  testitnony  o£  insurance- companiea  who 
have  paid  forty,  fiAy,  or  sixty  thousand  dollars 
on  single  losses  of  this  description*— lest  perver- 
sions or  incredulity  should  not  even  credit  all 
these  witnesses — in .  order  to  fasten  the  outrage 
upon  us,  insult  is  added  to  injury — ^and  the  com- 
mander of  the  destroying  squadron,  scarcely  a 
month  since,  under  his  own  hands,  certifies  the 
facts,  and  tells  you  he  does  thia^  not,  sir,  for  his 
own  security,  not  to  prevent  information  of  his 
course  being  given  to  his  enemies,  but  in  conse- 
quence of  express  orders  from  the  Minister  of 
Marine  and  ot  Colonies,  so  late  even  as  January 
last;  and  avows  his  instructions  to  be.  to  capture 
or  destroy  all  vessels  bound  to  or  from  Great 
Britain^  or  her  dependencies,  or  countries  in  her 
possession.  la  other  words,  to  carry  into  fuU 
efliect  the  provisions  of  the  Berlin  decree.  AAer . 
this,  who  will  pretend  that  the  decrees haveeeased 
to  violate  the  neutral  commerce,  of  the  United 


*  On  the  ship  Telegraph  aloae,  bound  firom  New 
York  to  Lisbon*  dtstcojed  by  two  French  fiigates,  the 
ansurance  offii^  in  that  dty  paid  sixty  thowaa4  doUask. 


235 


HISTORY  OF  CONaRESS. 


236 


Benate. 


Proceedings, 


May,  1811 


States,  or  that  they  owe  aoy  obligatioQ.  express  or 
implied,  except  that  of  reogeaDce,  to  France  ? 

what,  sir,  would  be  the  eiSect  of  a  suspeDsion 
of  the  DOD-importation  act  on  ourseWes?  In  six 
months  after  importations  were  admitted,  or  in 
three  months  after  it  was  fully  known,  if  war 
was  also  expected,  it  would  replenish  your  coffers 
by  placing  ten  millions  of  dollars  in  the  Treasury— 
it  would  strengthen  your  merchants,  and  might  en- 
able thettk,  by  getting  their  property  from  abroad, 
to  co-operate  with  tne  QoYernment«  and  to  ad- 
vance double  the  amount  of  the  loan  recently  at- 
tempted to  be  raised,  the  result  of  which,  as  it 
regards  individual  subscriptions,  has  disappointed 
eTerv  political  man  in  the  nation^  whatever  may 
be  his  tenets.  Indeed,  if  war  be  inevitable,  no 
man  in  his  senses  can  deny  that  it  would  be 
highly  expedient— ^tbat  it  would  be  greatly  for 
the  interest  of  the  United  States  if  every  guinea 
in  the  British  exchequer,  if  every  shilling's  worth 
of  merchandise  in  her  kingdom/were  transported 
to  this  country  even  on  credit.  If  this  were  the 
case,  it  would  afford  the  means  of  cbmmencinff 
and  continuing  the  war  with  better  effect,  and 
longer  duration  if  needful,  and  would  enlist  in 
your  favor  a  powerful  body  of  men  in  that  coun- 
try, who  would  constantly  be  advocating  your 
cause,  and  urginfi^  the  termination  of  war  and 
the  settlement  of  peace.  Reverse  the  picture, 
and  interdict  the  recovery  of  this  property — you 
weaken  yourselves — impoverish  your  merchants 
at  the  outset-— alienate  their  affections  from  their 
own  Government — insure  their  endeavors  to  force 
you  into  a  speedy  and  perhaps  almost  dishonor- 
able peace ;  and  instead  of  securing  the  intlueQce 
of  the  British  merchants  and  manufacturers  in 
your  favor,  and  in  favor  of  peace,  you  offer  them 
a  bribe,  to  encourage  and  protract  the  war,  in 
order  that  they  may  hold  the  large  amount  of 
American  property  now  in  their,  hands,  for  their 
own  use  and  on  their  own  terms,  with  or  without 
interest,  during  its  continuance. 

Seeing,  then,  that  nu  pledge,  real,  honorary,  or 
imaginary,  towards  France,  for  a  persistence  in 
these  restrictions,  does  or  qati  exist — that  the 
merchants  of  the  United  States  have  a  just  and 
equitable  claim  for  a  suspension  of  them,  aild 
that  such  suspension  would  in  his  opinion  ereatly 
benefit  the  interest  of  the  country,  he  felt  it  his 
dnt}r  to  move,  whatever  fate  might  await  the 
motion,"  That  the  memorial  of  the  merchants  of 

*  Boston  be  again  referred  to  a  committee,  with 

*  instructions  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 

*  petitioners.'' 

The  question  On  postponement  was  now  taken, 
and  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  13, 
nays  6,  as  follows : 

y«AB — Messrs,  Bibb,  Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Con- 
dtt,  Crawford,  CutU,  Gregg,  Leib,  Robinson,  Smith  of 
Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,'  Turner,  Varnum. 

Nats — Messrs.  German,  GiIman,.Goodridi,  Horsey,' 
Lloyd,  and  Worthington. 

Tbursdat,  May  7. 
""■e  bill  to  admit  the  entry  of  vessels  of  the 
^  States  on  certain  conditions  having  been 


reported  by  the  Committee  correctly  eogrosseil, 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  annex  a  part  of 
West  Florida  to  the  Mississippi  Territory,"  its 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs. 
Campbell  of  Tennessee,  BAtARD,and  TAiT,wm 
appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commitiee  of  tbi 
Whole,  the  consideratioh  of  the  bill  for  therdief 
of  NinianPinkney.    Am)  on  the  question,  8baB 
this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time?  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbi 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  biU,  entitled,  ''A^ 
act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  P.  Reddiekj^ftDdi!^ 
was  ordered  to  a  third  reeding. 

On  motion,  the  bill,  entithed  **  An  act  to  iQcor< 
porate  the  Trustees  of  the  Washington  College/ 
was  referred  to  a  select  committee,  toconsideriDd 
report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Dana,  WobtbirQ' 
TON,  and  Bbent,  were  appointed  the  committee 


Friday,  May  8. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatirei 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passei 
a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  an  act,  estitiei 
'An  act  to  eistablish  a  quartermaster's  departmeD^ 
and  for  other  puryfoses,"  in  which  they  request  ibd 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  Was  jread,  and  pissed  t^ 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  committee  to  wbotf 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  for  the  bet 
ter  regulation  of  the  ordnance,"  reported  it  witk 
an  amendment,  which  was  considered  as  in  Co 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  and  agreed  to,  and  the  Pre*^ 
sident  reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accordinglf. 

On  the  diiestioQ,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossei^ 
and  read  the  third  time  as  amended  ?  it  wasd^, 
termined  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  committee  to  wbon^j 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitlfd  **Aq  act  maki^^ 
further  provision  for  the  Army  of  the  Unitn  | 
States,"  reported  it  with  an  amend ment^hicii 
was  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  agreed  to ;  and  the  President  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House  accordinglv. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  tbird 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirm- 
ative. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  commit- 
tee to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  I' At 
act  to  annex  a  part  of  West  Florida  to  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory,"  reported  it  with  an  amend ment, 
which  Was  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  agreed  to  j  and  the  President  reported 
the  bill  to  the  House  accordinglv. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  tbird 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirm- 
ative. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ninian  Pinkney  har- 
ing  been  reported  by  the  Committee  correctif 
etigrossed,  was  read  a  third' time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Anderson,  Mr.  Pope  was 
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Idcd  to  ihe  committev  to  wbom  was  referred  the 

il, entitled  "Ad  act  making  additiooal  appro- 

iitioQs  for  the  support  of  GoverDioeDt  for  the 

•r  1812/'  io  the  absence  of  Mr.  Lsib. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  committee,  reported 

e  bill  last  meationed,  without  further  amend- 

ent. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a. third 

ne  as  amended  1  it  was  determined  in  the  affir- 

itire. 

Mr.  Pora  submitted  the  foUowiBcr  motion  for 

osideration : 

Wheress,  the  conduct  of  the  French  QoTemnient, 
fiiiiing  io  make  compensation  for  the  property  of 
\  citizens  of  the  United  States,  seised  and  confis- 
tad  under  the  Ramhoaillet  decree,  in  the  year  1810, 
exdndin^  front  France,  by  enormous  discriminating 
ties,  6iir  tobacco  and  cotton,  the  principal,  articles  of 
port  in  the  soutbem  and  southwestern  parts  of  the 
lited  8utes,  contrary  to  our  jnst  expectations,  an- 
iriied  by  the  assoranoes^of  her.  Minister;  l^esides- 
inting  licenses  to  carry  on  a  tradofrom  certain  ports 
tbe  United  States,  so  disrespectful  to  the  feelings, 
derogatory  to  the.  soTcreignty  of  an  inilependent 
tion;  and  the  recent  and  repeated  aggressions  of 
r  public  and  private  armed  vessels  on  the  lawful 
inmerce  of  the  United  States ;  demand,  from  the 
urtiality,  honor,  and  dignity  of  this  Government, 
uavowd  of  the  arrangment  made  with  her,  which 
ik  eflfect  on  the  2d  day  of  November,  1810,  a  meas- 
I  cklcttlated  to  inspire  general  confidence  and  re- 
nt, and  to  convince-  every  true  American  that  the 
JKt  of  his  Government  b,  to  unite  the  people  in  a 
loly  American  efiinrt  to  resist  foreign  aggression: 
id  whereas  many  of  ear  eitixens,  under  an  expecta- 
nt or,  at  least,  a  hope,  of  a  change  in  our  relations 
ik  Great  Britain,  h.av«,  in  the  coarse  df  trade,  ac- 
ited  property  abroad  not  admiasibla  by  existing 
M  into  tlu  United  States,  the  importatioB  of  whi^ 
ii  reasonable  and  expedient  to  permit;  expedionV 
ctaie  it  will  not  only  prevent  i^iuries  and  loss  to 
ifij  of  our  dtixens,  but  aid  oar  finances,  cheapen  the 
ibiic  fuppUes  natii  a  sufficiency  can  be  procured  of 
iDe  manufacture,  and  lessen  the  necessity  of  inter- 
il  tales  to  carry  on  the  war  in  which  we  may  be  en- 
iged  with  Great  Britain ;  therefore, 

Sttoked,  That  the  act,  entitled  **An  act  concerning 
e  commercial  intercourse  between  the  United  States 
m)  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  their  dependencies, 
>d  for  other  purposes,"  passed  on  the  first  day  of 

«y,  1810,  except  the  section  thereof;  all  the 

rce  and  efiect  of  the  President's  proclamation,  issued 
^tue  thereof,  on  the  — —  day  of  — ,  in  the  »ame 
^;  and  the  act,  entitled  '<An  act  supplementary  to 
tt  act,  entitled  *An  act  concerning  the  commercial 
tcrcoaree  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Brit- 
Q  tnd  Prance,  and  their  dependencies,  and  fbr  other 
irposea,"  passed  on  the  second  day  of  March,  ISII, 
igbt  tobe  repealed,  annulled,  and  set  aside ;  and  that 
committee  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  that 


to  conaider  aad  report  thereon ;  anid  Messrs.  An- 
DSBSON,  VAftNUM,  a^d  Taylor,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  **Aq  act  making  additional . 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  Government  for 
the  year  1812/^  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended^ 
a«d  passed. 

The  amendment  tolhe  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act 
making  further  provisioo  for  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,"  having  been  reported  by  the  com* 
mittee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a 
tirird  time  as  amended,  and  passed  with  an  amend' 
ment. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^^Ad  act 
to  annex  a  part  of  West  Florida  to  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory,"  having  been  reported  by  the 
tomnritiee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  lead 
a  third  time  as  amended;  and,  on  motion,  the 
title  was  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows :  *'Aii 
act  to  eblarge  the  boundaries  of  the  Missiesippi 
Territory.'^ 

•Betolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendmenta. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act ' 
for  the  better  regulation  of  the  ordnance,"  having 
been  reported  by  the  cOQimittee  correctly  eii- 
grosised,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  gs  amend* 
ed ;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  ANDsaaoN,  was  fur- 
ther amended  by  aoanimoos  consent. 

Eeaolvedf  That  thia  bill  pass  wiih  amendments. 

Mr.  6B6oa«  from  the  committee  to  whom  waa 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  to  extend  the 
right  of  suffrage  in  the  Illinois  Territory."  re- 
ported it  with  aa  amendment. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  presented  the 
petition  of  sundry  citizens  of  the.said  Territory, 
on  the  subjedt-matter  of  the  said  bill;  which  was 
read,  and  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject 
was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.,  WoBTHiNQTOif,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  pro- 
viding for  the  government  of  the  Territory  of 
Louisiana,"  reported  it  with  amendments. 

Mr.  WoRTHiNOTON  submitted,  the  following . 
motion  for  consideration: 

•  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appobted  to  inquire, 
if  any,  what,  further  provision  is  necessary  to  compHsl 
the  residence  and  attendance  of  Territorial  judges  in 
their  respective  Territories,  with  leave  to  report  by  bilf 
or  otherwise. 


Monday,  May  11. 

The  bill,  entitled'  ^An  act  to  amend  an  act, 

Dtitled  ^An  act  to  establisb  a  quartermaster's 

^lartnaeot,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  the 

^oad  time,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee. 


TDB0OAY,  May  12. 

Mr.  Bayard  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  supplementary 
to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  admission  of 
the  State  of  Louisiana  into  the  Union,  and  to 
extend  the  laws  of  the  United  States  to  the  said 
State." 

Mr.  GhtEoo  presented  the  meaorial  of  certain 
persons,  subieets  of  the  Crown  of  Portu^l,  and 
masters  of  Fortuguese  vessels,  which  arrived  at 
the  port  of  Philadelphia  since  ihe  passage  of  the 
last  embaivo  law,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
cargoesofnoor  and  other  provisions,  end  praying 
to  1^  permitted  to  return  to  the  ports  of  their  own 
country  with  snch  ear^foes. 
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On  motioq^  hy  Mr.  Orbg6,  the  memorial  was 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  coissist  of  fire 
members,  to.  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill 
or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Gbeoo,  Anderson, 
Batard,  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  and  Taylor, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  German,  the  memorial  of 
Charles  Selden,  and  others',  citizens  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  presented  on  the  2Sd  April,  was 
■also  referred  to  the  committee  last  mentioned,  to 
•consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwisie. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  tfiig 
tfDotion  made  yesterday,  by  Mr.  Worthinoton, 
^rbiish  was  amended  and  agreed  to.  as  follows: 

Hesolvedj  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire,  if  any,  what,  further  provision  is  neces- 
sary to  compel  the  residence  and  attendance  of 
Judges  in  their  respective  circuits,  districts,  and 
lerritories,  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  other- 
wise; and  also  into  the  propriety  of  prohibiting 
■the  judges  from  practising  in  the  State  courts. 

(Mered^  Thai  Messrs.  Bayard,  Worthino- 
ton, and  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  be  the  com- 
mittee. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  res- 
olution authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  cause  a  census  to  be  taken  of  the  popu^ 
lation  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  in  which  res- 
olution they  DOW  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  Senate  reiiomed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  on  the  8<h  Instant^  by  Mr.  Pope,  on 
the  subject  of  commercial  restrictions. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  resolution  pass?  it 
waa  determined  in  the  negative— yeas  8,  nays  15, 
aa  follows: 

TiAs — Messrs.  Bayard,  Dana,  German,  Gihnan, 
G«odrich,  Horsey,  Pope,  and  Woithington. 

NATS^Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Campbell,  of  Ten- 
ndasee,'  Gondit,  Grawferd,  Cutts,  Gaillard,  Gregg, 
Howell,  Robinson,  Sauth  of  New  York,  Tait,  Tayfer, 
Tnnier,  and  Vamum. 

WBOKcenAT,  May  13. 

The  number  of  Senators  present  not  being  sof- 
fii:ient  to  constitute  a  quorum,  on  motion,  that 
the  Senate  adjourn,  it  was  determined  in,  the 
affirmative — yeas  8,  nays  5.  as  follows : 

Teas — Messrs.  Bibb,  Crawford,  Gaillardf  Gilmaa, 
Gregg,  Robinson,  Tail,  and  Varn«m« 

Nats — Messrs.  Bayard,  German,  Horsey,  Taykar, 
and  Worthington. 

Thubsoay,  May  U.         . 

The  resolution  attthorizing  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  cause  a  census  to  be  taken 
of  the  population  of  the  Mississippi  Territory, 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^An 
act  to  extend  the  right  of  suffrage  in  the  Iliiaoia 
Territory,  and  for  other  pucposea,^  together  with 
the  ameodment  reported  thereto  by  the  select 
committee;  and,  having  agreed  to  the  amenii* 


ment,  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the  Hsbr  [ 

aeconlingiy. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  thiri' 
time  as  amended  1  it  was  determined  in  ibetir- 
mattve.  J 

Mr.  Worthinoton,  from  the  eomaaittee  vt^ 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^Aaaetna 
ascertain  and  establish '  the  western  bonndary  of} 
the  traot  reserved  for  satisfying  the  roiUtai|H| 
bounties  allowed  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  Jh 
the  Virginia  line  on  continental  estabibhatcoi,'} 
reported  it^with  amendments.  ^ 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  ite| 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^i|| 
act  providing  for  the  government  of  the  Terh-i 
tory  of  Louisiana,"  togetker  with  the  ameai 
meots  reported  thereto  by  the  select  commiueti 
and  having  agreed  thereto,  the  President  reportti 
the  bill  to  the  Hooae  accordingly;  and  the  ^ 
was  further  amended ;  and.  on  motion,  br  Ml 
Tait,  the  further  consideration  tkereof  was  po^  | 
poned  until  to-m6rrow. 

A  messaee  from  the  House  of  Repreisentatiref 
Informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  pa 
the  bill,  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  eaii 
**An  act  to  incorporate  a  bank  in  the  towa 
Alexandria,  by  the  name  and  style  of  the  \ 
cbanics'  Bank  of  Alexandria,'*  with  ameodmen 
in  which  they  request  the  conciirrence  oftbi| 
Senate. 

Mr.  Worthinoton,  from  the  eommiuee 
whom  was.  referred  ih«  hiti,  entitled  **Ao  aciuC 
authorize  the  election  of  sheriffii  in  the  ladiatti 
Territory,  and  for  other  pvippaea,"  reported  ii 
with  amendments. 

Mr.  Bata-rd  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  brii|| 
in  a  biil  suppleaaentary  to  an  aet^  entitled  ^Am 
act  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Looissaoj 
into  the  Union,  and  to  extend  the  laws  of  tk' 
United  States  to  the  said  State;  and  the  bill  vtfl 
read,  and,>passed  to  the  second  reading.  1 

Mr.  Pope,  from  the  committee  to  whom  vu 
deferred  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act  for  the  relief  of 
John  N.  Stout,"  reported  it  without  ameodment; 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Mi^.  Brent,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  sobjcet,  reported  a  foilt  authorixiDf* 
an  increase  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  l^nk  i* 
Washington ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed' 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend' V 
meots  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the' 
hill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  incorporate  a  bank  in  tha* 
town  of  Alexaiidria,  by  the  name  and  style  of' 
the  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Alexandria/'  and  coa- 
curred  therein. 


} 


Friday,  May  15. 

Tlie  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  *^  An  act 
to  extend  the  right  of  suffrage  in  the  lUinuis 
Territory,  and  for  other  purposes,"  having  been 
reported  by  the  coaniiitea  corieetiy  engrossed, 
the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended,  aad 
passed. 

Mr.  Bayard,  from  the  eonmittee  appointed  to 
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tiider  tbe  tabject  reported  a  bill  rMpeetfaj? 

•  jodges  of  the  Untied  States;  and  the  bill 

s  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  readioff. 

The  resolution  authorizing  the  President  of  the 

lited  States  to  cause  a  census  to  be  takei»  of 

>  population  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  was 

id  ttie  second  time. 

K  message  from  the  House  of  Represea  tat  ires 

brmed  the  Senate  that  tbe  Hotise  hare  passed 

}  bit!  which  originated  in  tbe  Senate,  entitled 

D  act. to  aaihonze  tbe  President  of  the  United 

ues  to  ascertain  and  dcsiffaate  certeia  bouoda- 

8,"  with  an  amendment;  in  which  they  re« 

Kt  (he  concorrenee  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  emend' 

tt  uf  tbe  House  of  RepresentariTes  to  thebtll 

t  mentioned  ;  and  concurred  therein. 

Tbe  bill  aothori^iaff  aa  increase  of  the  eapiial 

ek  of  (he  Bank  of  Washington,  was  reao  the 

ood  lime. 

Tbe  bid,  entitled^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jokn 

StoDt,"  was  read  a  third  time^  and  passed. 

The  bill  sopplemeatary  to  an  act,  entitled  *^An 

I  for  the  adWiisslon  -of  tbe  State  of  Lonieiaaa 

0  tbe  UnioD,  and  to  extend  tbe  laws  of  tbe 

tiled  Suies  to  the  said  Stale,'*  was  read  the 

toad  time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of 

t  Whole. 

On  the  question^  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 

iread  a  third  time  1  it  was  determined  in  the 

vmatire.  • 

The  bill  last  mealioaed  bariag  beea  reported 

^tbe  committee  correctly  engrossed,  it  was  read 

bird  time  by  unanimotts  consent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resamed  the  considerattoo  of  the 

I,  entitled  '^  Ad  act  providing  (or,  the  gover»- 

at  of  the  Territory  of  Louistaoa,"  as  amended; 

i  the  bill  was  further  amended. 

Do  the  question,  Shell  this  biH  be  read  a  third 

le  as  amended?  it  was  determined  in  theaf- 

native. 


Monday,  May  18< 

Tbe  Senate  reaumedi  aa  in  Committee  of  the 
bole,  (he  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
fioatcenain  and  establish  the  western  bound- 
f  of  the  tract  reserved  for  satisfying  the  mili- 
y  bounties  allowed  to  the  officers  and  soldiers 
the  Virginia  line  on  continental  establish- 
sst,'' together  with  the  amendments  reported 
freto  by  tbe  select  committee,  which  were 
Red  to;  and  the  bill  hariai^  been  further 
tended,  (be  President  reported  it  to  the  House 
cordiogly. 

Oa  tbe  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
Be  as  amended  1  it  was  determined  in  theaf- 
aatire. 

The  bill  respaeting  the  judges  of  the  Uoiied 
ltte«  was  read  the  second  time. 
A  message  from  tbe  Houae  of  Representatires 
formed  the  Seaale  thad  the  House  hare  passed 
e  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Tnomaa 
id  William  Streebly,'^  with  aa  amendment,  in 
bich  they  request  the  concurtenee  of  tbe  Sea- 
e-  They  hava  also  passed  a  bill,  eatitUd  '' Ao 


act  for  tbe, relief  of  Anna  Young,  heiress  and 
representative  of  Col.  John  Durkee,  deceased/' 
to  which  bill  they  request  the  concorrenee  of  the 
Senate'. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read, and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

Tbe  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
meat  of  the  House  ol  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  ^^Aa  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  and 
William  Sireshly,*'  and  concurred  therein. 

The  Senate  re8onxed,.as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  auiberizetbe 
election  of  sheriffs  in  the  Indiana  Territory,  and 
for  t)ther  purposes^"  together  with  the  amend* 
n^ents  reported  by  the  select  comoaiitee;  and 
having  agreed  thereto,  in  part,  tbe  further  con* 
s (deration  thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morroi^. 

Tbe  resolution  aothorizing  tbe  President  of  the 
United  Slates  to  cause  a  census  to  be  taken  of. 
the  populatioa  of  the  Mississippi  Territocy  was 
resumed. 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

Mr.  Gb^qg  presented  sundry  petitions,  signed 
by  .a  large  number  of  persons  'residing  in  the 
eotiaty  of  Philadelphia,  and  State  of  Penosyl* 
vania,  deprecaupg  the  horrors  of  war,  and  pray*  . 
ing  the  united  efforts  of  CoogEess  apd  the  Presi* 
dent  of  the  United  States  for  the  continuatioaof 
tbe  blessings  of  peace. 

Mr.  WoRTBiNOTON  gave  notice  that  to-mor- 
row he  should  ask  leave  to  brinjg  in  a  bill  making 
further  provision  for  the  sale  of  the  reserved  sec- 
tions or  land  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  todis«< 
tribute  eertaia  copies  of  the  land  laws. 


TufisnAV,  May  19. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Anna  Young,  heiress  and  representative  of  CqL* 
onel  John  Durkee,  deceased,"  was  read  the  sec* 
ond  time,,  and  referred  to  a  select  eommittee^to 
eonsider  aad  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Qooo*. 
RicB,  QaEoc^  and  Tait,  wece  appointed  the  com* 
mittee. 

Mr.  WoaTHtMGTQK  asked  and  obtained  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  making  further  provision  for  tbe 
sale  of  the  reserved  sections  of  land  in  tbe  State 
of  Ohio,  and  to  distribute  certain  copies  of  the 
land  laws ;  aild  the  bill  was  read,  and  paased  to 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Bataro,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  biU4o  discharge  from  im  prison- 
meat  the  persons  therein  mentioned,  reported  it 
without  amendment. 

The  resolution  authorizing  the  President  of 
the  Untied  States  to  cause  a  census  to  be  taken 
of  the  population  of  the  Mississippi  Territory, 
was  read  a  third  time. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Wortbiwotom,  it  was  re* 
ferred  to  a  select  committee,  to  eoqsider  and  ro* 
port  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  TAViioa,  WoaTBiNO* 
TON,  and  Batari»,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  ameodments  to  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act 
providing  for  the  government  of  the  Territory  of 
Lottisiaaa,"  having  been  reported  by  tbe  com- 
mittee correctly  engrosse^y  the  bill  waa  read  a 
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third  time  as  amended,  aad  was  further  ameaded 
by  unanimous  consent 

Resolvad^  That  this  bill  pass,  with  amendments. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  ascertain  and  establish  the  western  boandary 
of  the  tract  reserved  for  satisfying  the  military 
bounties  allowed  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  Virginia  line  on  continentat  establishment," 
having  been  repojrted  by  the  committee  correctly 
^engrossed,  the  turther  cqnsideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  Thursday  ne^t. 

Mr.  AiiOBltsoN,  from  the  oomrohtee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  to  amend 
an  act,  entitled  *An  act  to  establish  a  quarter- 
master's department,  and  for  other  purposes^''  re- 
ported it  amended. 

l^be  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^^ An 
act  to  authorize  the  election  of  sheriffs  in  the  la* 
diana  Territory,  and  for  other  purposes." 

On  motion,  oy  Mr.  Bayard,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  Thursday 
next. 

The  consideration  of  the  bill  respecting  the 
judges  of  the  United  Slates  was  resumed ;  and, 
on  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative. 


TauaaoAY,  May  21. 

The  bill  making  further  provision  tor  the  sale 
of  the  reserved  sections  of  land  in  tite  State  of 
Ohio,  and  to  distribute  eeriaiu  copies  of  the  land 
laws,  was  i^ad  the  second  time. 

The  bill  respecting  the  jadges  of  the  United 
States  having  been  reported  by  the  committee 
correctly  engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  ascertain  and  es- 
tablish the  western  boundarv  of  the  tract  re- 
served for  satibfying  the  military  boonties  al- 
lowed to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia 
line  on  continental  establishment."  was  read  a 
third  time  as  amended,  and  passed  with  amead- 
Dients. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  concur  in  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
*'An  act  providing  for  the  government  of  the 
Territory  of  Louisiana^"  with  an  amendment,  in 
which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Sen^ 
ate.  They  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  further  provision  for  settling  the  claims 
to  land  in  the  Territory  of  Louisiana;"  also,  a 
bill,  entitled  **  An  act  making  an  appropriation 
for  the  purpose  of  discharging  ail  the  outstanding 
claims  for  the  construction  and  repair  of  the 
Oapitol  and  the  President's  house,  for  the  com- 
pensation of  the  late  surveyor  of  the  public  build- 
ings, and  for  furniture  for  the  difierent  apart- 
ments of  the  Capitol,  and  for  other  purposes  f '  in 
which  bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading.  | 


The  Senate  fesomad,  as  in  Conamitlee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  discharge 
from  imprisonment  the    persons  therein  men*  , 
tinned ;  and  Mr.  Vabmdm  was  requested  to  uke 
the  chair ;  and  the  bill  having  been  debated.  tU^ 
President  resumed  the  chair;  and  Mr.  Varhci^ 
reported,  from  the  Committee  of  the  Virhoie;tbiy 
the  bill  be  postponed  to  the  first  Monday  in  De-  ^ 
cember  oexl ;  and  on  the  question  to  agree  to  ibe 
report,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmatlTe— yeit^ 
16,  naya  5,  as  follows : 

Ybas— Messrs.  Aadersoa,  Bayard,  Bibb,  Csmiikel^ 
of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Orswibni,  GaiUard,  Goodnc^ 
Gregg,  Horsey,  Howell,  Tait,  Tayloi^  Tomer,  V»| 
num*  and  W«rtUngtoD. 

Nays — Messrs.  Dana,  German,  Leih,    Reed, 
Smith  of  New  York. 

The  Senate  resumed,,  as  in  Committee  of  i 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  acfi  to  amend 
act,  entitled  'An  act  to  establish  a  quarter mastei^^ 
department,  and  for  other  porpoaea,"  togeiber 
with  thaamendroettt  reported  by  the  aelect  codt 
mittee;  and,  having  agreed  thereto,  the  Presideai 
reported  tbe  biU  to  the  House  aceordiogly. 

On  the  question,  Sball  this  bill  be  read  a  tbi 
time  as  amended?  it  was  determined  in  the 
firmative. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill  last  mentiosei 
having  been  reported  by  the  com  mittee  correed 
engrossed, it  was  read  a  third  lime  by  uoanimo 
consent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  proeeeded  to  consider  the  ame 
nient  of  the  House  of  RepreseDtatirea  to  i 
amend  menu  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  enti 
^^An  act  providing  for  the  goveroment  of  (I 
Territory  of  Louisiana;"  and  concurred  thereu 

The  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^'Ao  si 
to  authorize  the  election  of  sherifis  in  the  lu< 
ana  Territory,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was 
sumed;  and,  on  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  M 
read  a  third  time,  as  amended  1  it  was  determioell 
in  the  affirmative. 

The  bill  authorizing  an  increase  of  the  capiiill 
stock  of  the  Bank  of  Washington  was  resumed; 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  pos(< 
poned  until  Monday  next. 


Friday,  May  22. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  a 
to  authorize  the  election  of  sheriffs  in  the  India 
Territory,  and  for. other  purposes,**  having  be^ 
reported  by  the  committee  correctly  enfrosse 
the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  ameaded. 

On  the  question^  Shall  this  bill  pass?  it 
determined  in  the  negative. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  making  further  pn 
vision  for  settling  the  claims  to  land  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Louisiana,*'  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  Variium,  Wor- 
THiNOTON,  and  Brrmt,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  making  an  appro- 
priation for  the  purpose  of  discharging'  ail  the 
otttatanding  claims  for  the-coaacni.etiea  and  lepait 
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iheCapiiol  and  the  President^  liouse,  for  the 
DpeDsatioD  of  the  late  surveyor  of  the  public 
Idio^,  and  for  faroitore  for  the  different  apart- 
Qts  of  the  Capitol,  and  for  other  purposes,** 
5  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
nmittee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  ;  and 
ssrs.  Tatlor,  DAiiA^and  |Iecd,  were  appointed 
committee, 

Phe  Senate  resinned,  as  in  Con^miftee  of  the 
Me,  (he  bill  making  further  jprovision  .for  the 
s  of  the  reserved  sections  of  fandin  the  State 
Ohio,  and  to  distribute  certaii^  copies  of  the 
d laws;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
(postponed  until  Monday  next. 
Ir.YABNUM  gave  notice  that,  on  Monday  next, 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  •a  bill  suppfemen- 
f  to  aD  act,  entitled  ^An  act  more  effectually 
irovide  for  the  ori;ani2ation  of  the  milUfa  of 
District  of  Cola  mbia." 


Moi^DAT,  May  25. 

fr.  VARNtJM  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
I  bill  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  ^*An 
more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  organiza* 
I  of  the  militia  of  the  District  of  Columbia  f 
I  the  bill  was  twice  read  by  unanimous  con- 
t,and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  eon- 
nr  and  report  thereon;  and  Messrs.  Varnum, 
ITB  of  Maryland,  and  ANOEftsoir,  were  ap^ 
Bted  the  committee. 

Pbe  consideration  of  the  bill  making  further 
risioD  for  the  'sale  of  the  reserved  sections  of 
I  io  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  to  distribute  cer* 
t  copies  of  the  land  laws,'  was  resumed. 
)a  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
read  the  third  time?  it  was  determined  in 
affirtnalive. 


TuBfiDAT,  Blay  26* 

fhepRESiuENT  communicated  the  resolutions 
he  citizens  of  the  ^rst  Congressional  District 
Penusylvania,  approbatinj^  the  meaauresyof 
^eroment  in  the  preparations  for  war  with 
At  Britain,  and  particularly  the  eondact  of 
ir  Representatives  in  Congress:  which  were 
1  , 

hiiDotion  by  Mr.  SMiTti,  of  M^yland,theaet 
plemeotary  to  the  act,  entitled  '*An  act  pro- 
io^for  a  Naval  Peace  Establishment,  ^nd  for 
er  purposes,"  was  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
who  shall  be  emfiowered  to  report,  b^  bill  or 
erwise.  such  amendments  as  may  be  deemed 
«»sary  thereto ;  and  Messrs.  Smith  of  Maryland. 
ODRicH,  Anderson,  QAtLLARO,  and  Gregg, 
fc  appointed  the  committee.  • 

The  bill  authorhsing  an  increase  of  the  capitat 
ekofthe  Bank  of  Washington  was  resnmed; 
1  the  further  consideraiioa  thereof  waa  post* 
D«ii  QDtil  Monday  next. 

The  bill  niaking  further  provibion  for  the  sale 
fbe  reserved  sections  of  land  in  the  State  of 
io,  and. to  distribute  certain  copies  of  the  lanti 
^S  baring  been  reported  by  the  committee  cor- 
Hy  eagrosaed,  wa^read  a  third  time,  and  paased. 


The  followtng  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 

■7b  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Repreaefitaiivee  qf  tne  Vhiied  Staie»: 

I  communicate  to  Congresa,  for  their  infomiatioB, 
copies  and  extraeta  from  the  correspondence  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  and  the  Mimster  Ptenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States  at  Paris.  These  docnmeqte  will  place 
before  Congress  the  actual  posture  of  our  relationa 
with  France.  JAMES  MADISON. 

Mat  26,  1812. 

The  Message  and  doeumenta  therein  referred 
to  were  read,  and  twelve  hundred  copies  thereof 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

A  measage  from  the  House  of  Representaiivea 
inforo^ed  the  Senate  that  the  Houae  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  conferring  ceruin  powers 
on  the  Levy  Coart  for  the  county  of  Washington, 
in  the  District  of  Columbia;^'  to  which  bill  they  ^ 
request  the  coneurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  subtnitted  the  follow- 
ing motipo  for  cOnaideration : 

«•  Meeohfed;  Thiaf  the  Seeretary  of  War  bedirected  t» 
report  to  the  Senate  the  number  of  men  ordered  to  be 
sapi^ied  by  each  State  for  the  pnrpoee  of  completinip 
their  leepective  quotas  under  the  act  of  the  present  eea- 
sion,  entitled  'An  act  to  authorise  a  detachment  from 
the  militia,  of  the  United  Sutea.'* 

Mr.  QfiRBiAN  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
should  aak  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  revive  and 
continue  in  force,  for  a  limited  time,  an  aot,  entt^ 
tied  *^  An  act  furrher  to  provide  for  the  refugees 
from  the  Britiah  provinces  of  Canada  and  Nova 
Scotia,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  passed  February 
24th,  1810. 

Wednesday,  May  27. 

Mr.  German  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  revive  and  continue  in  force,  for  a 
limited  time,  an  act,  entitled  *"  An  act  further  to 
provide  for  the  refugees  from  the  British  pro- 
vinces of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  fiassed  the  24th  of  February,  1810; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  copaideration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday  respecting  the  quotas  of 
militia  of  the  United  States,  and  agreed  thereto^ 

The  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  con^rring  certain 
powers  on  the  Levy  Court  for  the  county  of 
Washington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  waa 
read  the  aiBcond  time. 

,  A  message  from  the  House  of  Represenlativea 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  William 
Garrard ;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  extend 
the  time  for  exporting,  with  the  privilege  of 
drawback,  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  eati> 
tied  thereto  by  law ;"  in  whieh  bills  they  reqaeat 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  two  billa  last  mentioned  were  read,  aad 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
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William  Garrard,"  was  read  the  Bec6o<l  tiqae  by 
UDaaiinous  consent ;  and  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, to  consider  and  report  thereon;  and 
Messr^.  Pope,  TAiT,aad  Condit,  were  appointed 
tbe  committee. 

TsuaaoAT,  May  28. 

The  PRE8n>eifT ' communicated  th«  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  tbe  Nary,  made  in  obedience  to 
.  the  provision  of  the  fourth  section  of  the  act, 
entitled  ^*  An  act  establishing  Navy  hospitals," 
passed  the  26th  of  February,  1811;  and  th«  re- 
port was  read. 

The  bill  to  revive  and  continae  tn  force,  for  a 
limited  time,  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  farther  to 
provide  for  the  refugees  from  the  British  pro- 
rtnces  of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  and  for  other 
purposes,'*  passed  the  24th  of  Febrnary,  1810, 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and 
Messrs.  Gerhah.  GooDaicH,  and  Gregg,  Were 
appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  extend  the  time 
for  exporting,  with  privilege  6f  drawback,  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise^  entitled  thereto  by  law," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole ';  and  no  amendments 
having  been  ofilered,  it  waa  ordered  to  the  third 
reading. 

,  On  motiop,  by  Mr.  Tatlor,  the  Airthcr  con- 
sideration of  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  conferring 
certain  powers  on  the  Levy  Coort  ^r  tbe  coaaty 
of  Washington,  in  Che  District  of  Colombia," 
was  postponed  until  Monday  nfxt. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTcs 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  *' An  act  for  the  more  perfect  or« 
sanization  of  the  infantry  of  the  Army  of  the 
United  States ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  author- 
izing the  President  of  the  United  States  to  lease, 
for  a  term  of  years,  one  of  the  public  reservations 
of  ground  in  the  City  of  Washington ;"  also,  a 
bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  amend  the  laws  within 
the  District  of  Columbin:''  in  which  bills  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  three  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
'  passed  to  tbe  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  more  perfect 
organization  of  the  infantry  of  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,"  was,  by  unanimous  consent,  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee, to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs. 
Smith,  of  Maryland,  ANnERsoN,  and  Varnum, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  the  memorials  of  Peter  Landais  were 
referred,  made  a  report ;  which  was  read. 

MoNDAic>  June  1. 

The  PtBaiDBiiT  cooMauDiaaied  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  for  the  Deparimeot  of  War^  on  tbe 
number  of  men  required  by  each  State  under  the 
act,  entitied  ''  An  act  te  authorize  a  detachment 
from  the  militia  of  the  United  Sutes;"  made  ia 
4)bedienae  to,a  reM>latioB  of  the  Senate  of  ihe  27th 


of  May  last ;  and  the  report  waa  read^  and  ic{» . 
red  to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  fire  ma^ , 
hers,  to  comnder  and  report  thereon  bv  bdl  Ay 
otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Maryiu^* 
Varnum,  CoiiDiT,  GiLMAN,  and  Gregq,  vcft 
appointed  the  committee.  j 

The  Senate  resumed  the  conaideratioa  of  m 
amendment  of  the  House  of  Representatires  ■ 
the  biU,  entitled  **  An  act  sttpplemenury  to  m 
act,  entitled  *  An  act  to  establish  ad  £x6coui| 
Department,  to  be  denominated  the  Deparimf 
of  War,"  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Gregg,  the  h 
ther  consideration  of  the  hiU  and  ameadme&i 
postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideratioo  of 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  memorial  of  P< 
Landais.    Whereupon,  it  was  ordered  thai 
claim  of  Peter  Landais.ought  not  to  be  gnu 

The  bill,  entitled   ^  Aa  act  autbortziog 
Presidentof  the  United  States  to  leaLse,foraK 
of  years,  one  of  the  public  reserrationa  of  grc 
in  the  City  of  Washington,"  waa  read  the 
time. 

Tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  tbeli 
within  the  District  of  Columbia,''  was  read 
second  time..' 

Tbe  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  extend  the 
for  exporting,  with  privilege  of  drawback^ 
wares,  and  merchandiae,  entitled  thereto  byhii 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Tbe  bill  authorizing  an  increase  of  the  cai 
atoek  of  the  Bank  of  Washington,  was  resui 
and,  on  motion,  b^  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland, 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
Thursday  next. 

.  A  message  from  the  House  of  Represeotatti 
iaforoied  the  Senate  that  the  Houae  di^agr 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  eDtit 
^An  act  concerning  the  Levy  Court  of 
county  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Cdi 
bia ;"  they  also  disagree  to  tbe  amendoaenu  toi 
bill,  eatitled  ''An  act  to  aacertaia  and  cauUj 
the  western  boundary  of  the  tract  reserved 
satiafyiflg  t|ie  militanr  bounties  allowed  to 
ofieers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  Uoe  on 
tinental  establishment."    They  have  passed  a  I 
entitled  **  An  act  supplemental  to  ai^act,  eotii 
*  An  act  for  dividing  the  Indiaoa  Territory  ii 
two  separate  governments,"  io  which  bill 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  meatloaed  was  read^  and  paswdl 
the  second  readiag. 

Mr«  PoPB,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act  for  tbe  reUefjj 
William  Garrard,"  reported  it  without  ao< 
ment ;  and  it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  their  aoM 
ments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  cooceriuog 
Levy  Court  of  the  county  of  Washington,  io 
District  of  Columbia,"  disagreed  to  by  the  Ho< 
of  Representativea;  and  the  further  coasiderau 
thereof  was  poatponed  until  Wedoeaday  next 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  their  sum 
meats  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  lo  ascertain 
eatablish  the  western  boundary  of  the  tract 
served  for  satisfying  the  military  boaaties  allo^ 
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the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virgrala  line  on 
Dtinental  establishmeot,''  disagreed  to  by  the 
0056  of  Represenratites ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
'oRTBiNOTON,  rcsolved  to  iDsist  00  said  ameod- 

Nlts. 

Mr.  Varntm,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
IS  referred  the  bill  sapplementary  to  an  act,  en- 
led  '*Ad  act  more  eflectaally  to  proride  for  the 
pDJzation  of  the  militia  of  the  District  of  Co- 
labia,"  reported-  it  amended. 
A  eonfidenttal  Message  was  reoetred  from  the 
itiident  of  tbe  United  States ;  and,  on  motion, 
e  gaUeries  were  elearefl  and  tbe  doors  of  tbe 
•Date  Chamber  were  closed. 


TuEflOAT,  June  2. 

The  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  supplemental  to  an 
Leaiitled'^An  act  for  dividing  tbe  Indiana' Ter^ 
ory  into  two  separate  governments,'^  was  read 
1  tecood  time. 

Tbe  Seoate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
hole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '*An 
I  cooferring  certain  powers  on  tbe  Levy  CoUrt 
tbe  couoty  of  Wasbio^tQn,  in  the  District  of 
ilombia;"  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Bayard,  it 
13  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  ^consider 
i  report  thereon  ^  and  Messrs.  Bayard,  Brent, 
i  Dana,  were  appointed  tbe  committee. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Worth inoton,  the  bill^n- 
led  ''An  act  lo  amend  the  laws  witbia  tbe  Dis- 
et  of  Colambia,  was  referred*  to  tbe  committee 
4  meatiooed,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 
Ob  motion,  by  Mr.  Rebd,  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An 
liuthorizing  the  President  of  tbe  United  States 
J«ase,for  a  term  of  years,  one  of  tbe  public  re»- 
ratioos  of  ground  in  the  City  of  Washington,*' 
Preferred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
led,  00  the  13tb  April,  tbe  bill,  which  origiaa- 
1  in  tbe  Senate,  on  the  subject,  to  consider  and 

fit  ihereon. 
be  Senate  resnmed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
%oie,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  supplementary 
•D  act,  entitled  *'An  act  more  effectually  to  pro- 
k  for  the  organization  of  tbe  militia  of  tbe  Dis- 
ft  of  Colombia,"  together  with  tbe  amendments 
^t«d  thereto  bv  the  select  committee;  and 
iTio;  agreed  to  toe  amendments,  the  President 
Farted  tbe  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 


Wednesday,  Jane  3. 

JUr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
(«boni  was  referred  tbe  ^^Act  suppleinentary  to 

E>ct,eDtitled  ^An  act  providing  for  a  Naval  Peace 
iblishment,  and  for  other  purposes,"  reported 
w,  tbe  session  drawing  to  a  close,  it  was^  not 
INieat  at  this  time  to  consider  the  subject. 
jTbereopon,  the  committee  were  discharged  from 
iM  fortiier  consideration  thereof. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
^meiidmems  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  noncern- 
H  tile  Levy  Coort  of  the  county  of  Washington, 
>  ti>«  District  of  Columbia,"  disagreed  to  by  tbe 
<wttse  of  Reprtientatives.  And  on  motion  they 
**»  referred  fo  tke  eon^mt ttee  to  whom  was  refei^ 


red,  yesterday,  the  bill  entitled  '^Anaet  eonterriog 
certain  po^srers  on  the  Levy  Court  of  the  county 
of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  to 
consider  and  report  thereon* 
^rTbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  Mpplemeotal  to  an 
act,  entitled  *An  act  for  dividing  tbe'Indtana  Ter* 
ritory  into  two  separate  governments,"  was  re- 
sumed, and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  tbe  bill  supplementary  to 
an  act,  entitled  **An  act  more  efiectnallv  to  pro- 
Tide  for  tbe  organization  of  tbe  militia  or  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia." 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  rime  as  amended?,  it  was  determined 
in  the  affirmative. 

The  bill,  entitled  <^Aa  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Garrard,"  was  read  a  third  time, and  passed. 

Mr.  Varnum.  from  tbe  xsommitiee  to  whom, 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  *^An  net  making 
further  provision  for  settling  the-claims  lo  land  in 
the  Territory  of  Louisiana,"  reported  it  amended. 

Mr.  GreOo,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  memorial  of  James  Wilkinson,  re- 
ported a  statement  of  his  account  with  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

The  PREsiDGitTcommonioated  the  resolutions  of 
tbe  citizens  and  inhabitants  of  Richmond,  Man- 
ebester,  and  their  vicinities,  on  the  subject  of  our 
relations  witb  Oreat  Britain 'and  France^  whiob 
wer)e  read. 


TnuRBDAY,  June  4. 

« 

The  bill  authorizing  an  increase  of  the  capital 
stock  of  the  Bank  of  Washington  was  resumed ; 
and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland,  tbe 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to  the 
first  Monday  in  October  next. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  "An 
act  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  organiza- 
tion of  tbe  militia  of  the  District  of  Columbia," 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee. correctly 
engrossed,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  BimbnTj  that  it  be  re- 
committed for  further  amendment^  it  was  deter- 
cbin^d  in  the  negative;  and  the  bill  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  supplemental  to  an 
act,  entitled  '  An  aet  for  dividing  the  Indiana 
Territory  into  two  separate  governments,"  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumea,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  making  further 
provision  for  settling  the  claims  to  land  in  the 
Territory  of  Louisiana,"  together  with  the  amend- 
ments reported  thereto  by  tbe  select  committee  ; 
and,  having  agreed  to  the  amendments,  the  Presi- 
dent reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
mative.- 

Mr.  HoBBBY,  from  (be  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  aet  atttborizinjr  the 
entting  and  makings  canal  from  the  river  Poto- 
mac around  the  west  end  of  the  dam  or  causeway 
from  Mason's  Island,  and  for  other  purposes," 
ported  it  amended. 
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FgiDAir^Jone  5. 

The  ftmendmeots  to  the  t^iH,  entitled  *^  Aa  act 
inakiog  further  provision  for  settling  the  claims 
to  land  in  the  Territory  of  Louisiana,"  having 
been  reported  by  the  committee  correetif  en- 
grossed, the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended, 
and  the  title  having  been  amended,  the  bill  was 
passed,  With  amendments. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  tha  memorial 
of  James  Wilkinson  was  resumed. 

Mr«  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bilt«  entitled  ''An  act 
for  the  more  perfect  oritanization  of  the  infantry 
of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,'  'reported  it 
with  ameddroents. 

.  Mr.  GfiaaiAN«  from  theeomuMttee  to  whom  was 
.  referred  the  bill  to  revive  and  continue  in  force, 
for  a  limited  time,,  an  act,  enUtled  "  An  act  to 
provide  for  the  refugees  fit>m'  the  British  pro- 
vinces of  Canada  and  Nova  ScotiA,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  passed  the  24th  of  February,  1810,  re- 
ported it  with  amendments. 

Mr.  Brent  presented  the  memorial  of  William 
Gamble,  praying  compensation  for  services  ren-* 
dered  the  United  States. — Referred  to  the  Secre 
tarv  for  the  Department  of  Treasury,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PRESIDBNT  OF  TBR  UnIT^O  StATES  :^ 

To  the  Senate  and  Hou»e  of 

Repraatiatittfi  of  the .  United  States  .* 
I  transmit,  for  the  information  oi  Congress,  copies 
of  a  correspondence  of  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of 
Great  Britain,  with  the  Secretary  of  State. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
JviTB  4,  1812. 

The  Mer^age  and  copies  therein  referred  to 
wereread.and  referred  to  the  committee  appointed 
the  first  instant  on  the  confidential  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  of  that  date. 


MoNnAY,  June  8. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  *'  An 
^ct  atitborizing  the  cutting  and  making  a  canal 
from  the  river  Potomac,  around  the  west  end  of 
the  dam  or  causeway  from  Mason's  Island,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  together  with  the  amend- 
ments reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee; 
and,  having  agreed  to  the  amendments,  the  pres- 
ident reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  the  third 
time  as  amended?  it  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Prbsioent  op  the  UNiTijD  States  : 
To  the  Senate  and  House  nf 

Repreaentativea  of  the  United  States  .* 

I  lav,  before  Congress,  copies  of  letters  which  have 
DMSea  between  the  Secretaiy  of  State  and  the  Envoy 
JSxtraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  Great 
Britain.  JAMES  MADISON. 

JuNX  6,  1812.  »  • 

The  Message  and  copies  wen  read. 


The  bill  for  the  mor^  perfeet  organhatioatf 
the  infantry  of  the  Army  of  the  United  Suteswti 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  iDdttei 
anieiidments  .reported  by  the  select  commit^ 
were  agreed  to,  ^nd  the  bill  was  further  ameodiL 
and  (be  President  reported  it  to  the  Hoaseaccon 
iogly  }  and  the  further  consideration  thereof i^ 
postponed  until  to«morrow. 

TcfESBAT,  June  9. 

Tbe-amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An 4 
authorizine  the  cutting  and  makiog  a  caitllM 
the  river  Potomac,  around  the  west  end  of 4 
dam  or  causeway  from  Blason^  Island,  ui  ^• 
other  purposes,"  were  reported  by  the  co(ninifl| 
correctly  engrossed. 

The  bill,  entiile(I  '*  An  act  for  the  more 
organization  of  the  infantry  of  the  Army  cf  i 
United  States,"  was  resumed,  and  haviog 
further  amended,  on  the  question.  Shall  this 
be  read  a  third  Ume  as  amendeii?  it  was  ' 
mined  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Reed  presented  sundry  resolntions  » 
Richard  Ridgely,  chairman,  the  result  of  i 
ing  of  a  number  of  citizens  of  Ann  Arundel  i 
ty,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  recommendio;' 
adoption  of  such  measures  as  luiiy  place  oori 
try  m  a  state  of  maritime  defence,  and  proct 
redress  of  wrongs  from  the  bellieereot  naiii 
and  the  resolutions  were  read,  and  ordered  to| 
printed  for  the  us^  of  the  Senate.  J 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represeotitq 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  insist  on  theirj 
agreement  to  the  amendments  to  the  bilt,eDtii 
*'An  act  to  ascertain  and  establish  the  weM 
boundary  of  the  'tract  reserved,  for  satisfying! 
military  bounties  allowed  to  the  officers  and* 
diers  of  the  Virginia  line  on  continental  tm 
Kshment,'*  insisted  on  by  the  Senate ;  ther « 
a  conference  on  the  subject,  and  have  8fpoi4 
managers  on  their  part.  They  have  passefl 
resolution  requesting  the  State  of  Georgiit 
assent  to  the  formatmn  of  two  States  of  the  11 
sissippi  Territory,^  in  which  they  ask  the 
eurrence  of  the  Senate.  They  have  pas 
biir,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Coli 
Jonathan  Wimams;'»  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  «[ 
the  relief  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Willito 
Beall  f*  a  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  for  the  relief 
Clement  B.Penrose;''  a  bill, entitled  ''Aa  aci 
thoriring  the  discharee  of  Wiiliam  Peckfroio 
imprisonment ;''  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  conbi 
ing  claims  to  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Terrii 
founded  on  warrants  of  survev  granted  br 
Spanish  Government;^  also,  a  bin,  entitled *'A 
act  authorizing  the  remission  of  forfeited  rcctj 
nisances  within  tbe  District  of  Columbia  m 
which  bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  tt 
Senate. 

RHODE  ISLAND  RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr.  Hunter  presented  the  resolutions  oN 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  aodr 
vidence  Plantations,  instructing  their  Seoat 
and  Representatives  in  Congress,  to  use  their 
deavors  to  avert  the  evilaof  w^r,  to  put  oar  tott 
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Sen  ATI!  • 


me  froDtier  in  a  fttite  of  d«TeDC€)  add  for  the  re- 
eal  of  tiie  embargo  and  restribti¥e  system ;  and 
be  resolutions  were  read.    They  are  as  follows : 

Statk  or  Rho»v  ^xajtd  avd    - 

Pbotidsxcx  PlaxtatiohSi 

hi  Gtntml  Auemhly,  May,  1813. 

Whereas,  from  the  aspect  of  onr  foreign  relationi^ 
ad  more  especially  from  the  charticter  of  the  measures 
iopted,  and  proposed  to  be  adopted;  by  Congress, 
ojing  their  present  session,  it  is  serionsly  to  be  appre- 
mdcd  that  oar  country  will  soon  be  pl«nged  into  a 
anoufl  war,  nnleatf  a  clear  expfssskm  of  the  poblic 
phiion  shall  correct  the  dangeroos  and  errtNseooa  im- 
maoo,  which  appears  to  bsTe  bean  made  on  the 
^nersl  GoTernnent«  that  the  people  are  desirotta  of 
IT,  snd  do-  approve  of  the  maasures  ealealated  to 
tmiocs  it;  and,  wheKas^  it  is  both  the  jight  and  daty 
r  the  people,  either  inynediately  or  by  their  Repre- 
mUtiYes,  Qpon  occasions  so  important,  and  in  times 
)  alarming  ^»  the  present,  to  .express  their  sentiments 
^n  public  alTatrs,  and  also  the  privilege  of  rulers  to 
}  informed  of  those  sentiments : 

Resolved,  That,  for  ourselves  individuallj«  and  as 
l^esentstives  of  the  freemen  of  this  State,  we  depie* 
ite  at  all  times,  and  especially  at  a  time  when  the 
Kuniary  resources  cff  the  country  have  been  exhaust* 
I  and  cat  oSC,  both  by  the  depredations  and  sequcs- 
ttions  of  foreign  Powers,  atid  by  our  own  ruinous 
taimercial  restrictions;  i;^hen,  by  the  raising  of  a 
Tge  military  force,  for  the  purpose  of  territorial  con* 
lests,  great  expenses  will  be  incurred,  and  bea\y  bur- 
ma  imposed,  while,  from  the  very  limited  appropria- 
n»  made  for  the  protection  oi  commerce  and  the 
{fence  of  our  seaports,  the  ibrmer  will  be  exposed  .to 
vtain  capture,  and  the  latter  to  iq/ksion  and  pillage, 
tereby  leaving  the  barden9^  be  borne  alaaost  entirely 
f  the  agricoltiirai  interest. 

Raohedt  That,  from  the  extent  of  our  commerce, 
K  immediate  and  important  interest  which  the  whole 
KQmonity  have  in  ita  encouragement,  and  tbe  entire 
i^eDce  of  many  of  oar  ettiiena  fior  support  upon 
te  employaient  it  affords,  the  legielatiye  restrictions 
^  trade  operate  with  peeidiar  severity'  upon  tl^s 
ate;  that,  from  our  iaaUlity  to  anstain  the,  increas- 
%  burdens  of  war»  deatitnte^of  public  fiinds  and  of 
BbUc  lands,  and  depending,  in  time  of  peace,  uppn 
^ct  taxes  for  the  support  of  onr  State  government, 
le  proposed  land  tax  and  internal  taxes  of  the  United 
Utcs  will  be  eiLCeedingly  oppressive  upon  our  citi- 
!os;  and  that  the  accessible  situation  and  defenceless 
Ule  of  our  harbors  and  seaports,  and  their  superior 
ligibility,  as  a  naval  resort,  for  the  cruisers  pf  an  one* 
>J>  rendering  them  exposed  to  invasion  and  liable  to 
iptare,  will  cause  war,  under  such  circumstances,  to 
i  niinoQs  to  many  of  our  towns,  and  eminently  injti-f 
ioua  to  the  whole  State. 

Rmhed^  That,  when  Ae  unequalled  privations, 
^sgs,  and  exertions,  of  the  citixens  of  this  State 
bring  the  Ravolationary  war,  are  considered,  it  can« 
Mbe  doubted  that,  whenever  the  opontry  shall  necea- 
^y  be  involved  in  war,  they  will  again  exhibit  the 
*^  patience,  fortitude,  and  patriotism. 

boohed,  That  the  Senatoia  from  this  State,  in  Con- 
s'^ be  instructed,  and  the  RepresentatiTes  requested, 
)<>  Ok  their  utmost  endeavors  to  cause  the  legislative 
^s^Gtions  on  onr  commegpce  to  be  removed ;  to  pre- 
'tut  Oie  passing  of  the  proposed  laws  for  imposing  di- 
^  Uies ;  and  also  to  onK>se  all  measures  which  may  < 


be  brought  forward  tending  to  involve  the  country  in 
war. 

Resolved,  That,  if  these  desirable  objects  cannot  be 
obtained,  and  war  shall  appear  ta  be  unavoidable,  our 
Senators  and  Representatives  l>e  instructed  to  repre- 
aent.  to  Congress,  uid  to  the  Bxecutive,  the  exposed 
and  defenceless  situation  of  this  Stste,  the  want  of 
arms  for  onr  militia,  and  the  importance  of  onr  harbors 
and  seaports  to  the  United  States;  and  to  urge' upon 
Government  the  propriety,  necessity,  and  practicabil- 
ity, of  their  defence,  and  to  solicit  and  claim  from  them 
adequate  and  tin^ely  means  of  defence  and  securitr , 
against  those  imminent  dangers  and  perils  to  which 
we  are  to  be  unwillingly  exposed. 

Resolved,  That  His  Excellency,  the  Governor,  be 
requested  to  transmit  copies  of  the  preceding  resolu- 
tions to  the  Senators  and  Representatives  from'  this 
State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

NEW  YORK  MEMORIAL. 
Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York,  presented  the  follow- 
ing petirioQ  of  sundry  inhabitants,.rnercbapts,and 
others,  of  the  city  of  New  Yorjc,  praying  that  the 
e(ribai|ro  ^nd  noa-importatioD  laws  be  cootiaued 
as  a  substitute  for  war  agaiost  Great  Britain : 

To  the  honorable  tbe  Sena^^  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  tiie  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled,  the  menrorial  of  the  subscribers,  merchants, 
and  others,  inhabitsnta  of  the  city  of  Now  York, 
respectfully  showeth : 

That  your  memoriatists  feel,  in  common  with  the 
rest  of  their  fellow  citizens,  ah  anxious  solicitude  for  the 
honor  and  interest  of  their  country,  and '  an  equal  de- 
termination to  assert  and  maintain  them. 

That  your  niemorialists  believe  that  a  continuation 
of  the  restrictive  measures  now  in  operation  vriU  pro- 
duce an  (he  benefits  while  it  prevents  the  (^amities  of 
war.  That  when  the  British  Ministry  become  con* 
vineed  .that  a  trade  with  the  United-States  cannot  be 
renewed,  but  by  the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council, 
the  distress  of  tlieir  merchants  and  manufacturers,  dbc^ 
their  inability  to  support  their  armies  in  Spain  and 
Portugal,  tvill  probably  compel  them  \o  that  measure. 

Your  memorialists  beg  leave  to  remark,  that  such 
eifects  are  even  now  visibte ;  and  it  may  be  reasonably 
hoped  that  a  continuance  of  the  embargo  and  non-im- 

yortation  laws  a  few  months  beyond  the  fourth  day  of 
u^  next,  will  e^ct  a  complete  and  bloodless  triimiph 
of  our  rights. 

Your  memorialists  therefore  respectfully  solicit  of 
your  honorable  body  the  passage  of  a  law  continuing 
the  embargo  and  giving  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States  power  to*  discontinue  the  whole  of  the  restric- 
tive system  On  the  rescinding  of  the  British  Orders  in 
Oonncfl.  . 

The  conduct  of -Franee  in  burning  our  ships,  in  se* 
questrattng  onr  property  entering  her  porta,  expecting 
protection  in  consequence  of  the  promised  repeal  of 
the. Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  and  the  delay  in  com-  ■ 
plating  a  treaty  with:  the  American  Minister,  haa  ex- 
cited great  sensation,  and  we  hope  and  trust  will  caU 
forth  from  your  honorable  body  auch  retaliatory  mea- 
sures sis  may  be  best  calculated  to  procure  juatice. 


John  Jacob  Astor 
Samuel  Adams ' 
Howland  &,  Grinnell 
£.  Slosson 
Israel  Gibbs 
Isaac  Clason 


Abraham  Smith     • 
Thomas  Q.  Smith  jr. 
Andrew  Foster 
Jacob  Darker 
William  LoveU 
William  Edgar  jr. 
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Fiiew  Vbrk  Memorial, 
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John  Slidell 
John  K.  Townitod 
Andrew  Ogden  6c  Co. 
Thomas  Storm 
Amo»  Butler 
Ebeneeer  Burrill 
Isasc  Heyer 
Ralph  BoHdey 
*8amttelBeU 
John  F.  Delaphine 
Peter  Stagg 
Darid  Taylor 
Wmiam  Adeo 
John  T.  Lawrence 
Joseph  W,  Totten 
Isaac  SchermerhorQ 
Alexander  Ruden 
Joseph  Otis   ■ 
Lewis  Hartipan 
Garret  Btorm 
Georgpe  Bement 
8.  A.  Rich 


Samuel  Sttllwell 
Jacob  P.  Oiraud 
John  "Hone 
John  Kane 
Amasa  Jackaoti 
William  I.  Robinami 
Joseph  Strong 
Abraham  S.  Hallet 
Joshua  Jones 
"  Frederick  Oiraud,  jr. 
Robert  Roberts 
John  Crookes 
Hugh  MeOormiek 
John  Depeyster 
Gilbert  Haight 
James  Lotett 
Leffint  Liffierts 
Augustus  Wynkoep 
John  W.  Gale 
Thomas  Rich 
Samuel  Marshall 
£lbnt  Hehring. 


After  the  memorial  had  been  read, 

Mr.  Tatlor  said,  that  the  respectability  of  the 
subseribefs  to  a  petition  presented  lo  this  body, 
and  the  importance  of  the  matter  therein  eon- 
tained,  bad,  on  Tarious  occasions,  been  ased  as  in- 
docements  to  us  to  give  such  petition  a  respectful 
ditpontibn  in  the  course  of  our  proceed! irgs.  He 
recollected  a  case  in  point.  It  was  tt)e  case  of  the 
petition  of  an  eminent  merchant  of  Massachu-* 
selto,  presented  by  an  honorable  Senator  from  that 
State,  and  which  at  the  suggestioQ  of  4hat  honor- 
able gentl«»raan  was,  by  the  Senate,  ordered  to  be 
printed.  He  was  of  opinion  that  the  petition  just 
read  Ought  iiot  to  be  treated  with  less  attention. 
That  he  had  seen  the  petiitoo^and  bad  iaquired  into 
the  obsraeter  of  its  subscriber j(-«4od  hadjbeen  in- 
formed that  theCifty^eight  signers  to  it  were  among 
the  roost  respectable,  wealthy,  and  intelligent  aier- 
ehaots  of  the  city  of  New  York.  There  are  to 
be  found  in  tbtft  kst  the  names  of  two  presidents 
of  bartks;  ^ihree  presidents  of  insaranee. compa- 
nies; thirteen  directors  of  banks;  besides  other 
names  ofpre-erainent  standing  in  the  mercantile 
world.  They  had  all  united  in  the  sentiments 
contained  in  tbe  petition,  notwithstanding  that 
there  existed  among  them  a  difference  in  political 
opinions->for  he  understood  that  of  the  petition- 
ers forty-two  were  federal  and  sixteen  republican. 
Mr.  T.  added,  that  be  considered  some  or  the  sen- 
timents eonuiped  in  the  petition  as  of  the  high- 
est importance.  He  haiJed  it  as  an  auspicious  oa- 
ourreaee,  that|heseliooorablemercbanu.iii  pray- 
ing that  tbe  evils  of  war  might  be  averted  from 
them  and  from  the  nation,  bad  nevertheless  held 
fast  to  the  principle  of  resistance  to  tbe  aggres- 
sions and  onballowed  conduct  of  Great  Bntain 
towards  our  nation-^nd  had  exercised  the  can- 
dor and  firmnei^s  to  bear  testimony  totheeflSeien- 
cy  of  tbe  restrictive  system  for  obtaining  a  re- 
dress of  oar  wrongs,  and  of  course  to  tbe  itMegrt- 
ty  and  honor  of  those  who  had  imposed  this  sys- 
tem for  that  purpose.  He  hoped  that  the  exam* 
pie  of  these  petitioners  would  tend  to  counteract 
those  strenuous  and  unremitting  exertions  of  pas- 
sion, prejudice,  and  party  feeling,  which  had  at- 


tempted to  stamp  upon  the  majority  in  Co3«!a 
the  foul  and  nnjust  censure  of  being  enemies  i; 
commerce.  That,  however  vufa^ionabie  w 
obstinate  it  might  appe^,  be  still  beliered  thi 
the  embM^  attd  non-imporia.tion  laws,  if  faiih 
fully  executed,  were  capable  of  reaching  fartbf 
than  our  cannon.  We  were  at  this  rery  timeiet 
dering  an  urgent  argument,  to  be  felt  by  nd 
city,  village  and  hamlet  in  England.  'This  tocvh 
log  to  the  4|uick  the  vital  interests  of  that  empin 
would  demonstrate  to  tbe  people  at  least  the  io& 
and  abeordily  of  tbe  Orders  in  Council.  Ti 
ordeal  of  the  twenty  ffeeks  of  scarcity,  whtcb  th 
fieafdef  oi  that  Onbappr  oomrtry  ore  nndergoiii 
to  ralteve  which,  bnt  far  the  Huidnees  aad  fd| 
of  their  rnlerr,  every  yard  of  AmerMan  csma 
would  be  spread  to  the  gales:  Tbe  tkoacao4hc 
starving  manufacturers  thrown  out  of  enfb 
for  want  of  our  custom,  which  custom,  but  for  a 
injustice  of  their  masters,  we  were  wiUisi:  i 
give,  now  feel  tbe  eflSciency  of  the  restricuf 
system.  These  matter-of-fact  arguments  waoii 
sophistry  nor  long  speeches  to  gire  them  weisfl 
But  Great  Britain  is  proud,  and  will  never  jci 
to  this  sort  of  pressure,  fiunger  has  no  \a 
Where  was  her  pride  during  the  last  year  vM 
she  exported  to  her  enemy  on  the  Contmeocm! ' 
than  eleven  millions  of  pounds  sterling  for 
visions;  and  meanljr  truclcling  to  her  eoemjr.c 
sen  ted  to  buy  tbe  privilege  of  laying  out  her  ^ 
eas  for  bread ;  and  actually  submitted  on  the  c 
pulsion  of  Napoleon  to  buy  the  wines,  braodii 
and  si  Ills  of  France,  which  she  did  not  wai| 
This  restrictive  syatem,  when  commenced  do^ 
the  former  embargo  law,  enooonteted  everjr  o] 
sition  among  ourselves,  which  selfish  ar 
which  paasion  and  party  rage  could  suggest; 
so  successful  were  its  assaitaats  that  wniie  a 
operating  with  its  fullest  effeetai  (which  the  pric 
tuirrentof  thatday  wiilshi>w,)aoaaeof  itsgretu 
champi^ne  in  the  Nations!  L^islatttte  afaAo4o« 
tt-<^yesk  sir,  in  the  x\4m  of  viciary  they  threw  do| 
their  arms.  How  were  the  mighty  lklleo,d 
the  shield  of  the  mighty  vilely  cast  awny !  T| 
disavowal  of  Erskine's  arrangement  was  tbe  o^ 
sequence  of  this  retreat.  But  it  mny  be  ssfd  th 
the  sentiments  in  their  petition  were  extorted  I 
the  apprehension  of  a  greater  evil— *wi&r.  lo  i 
our  trials,  those  who  had  not  predetermined 
submit  to  Great  Britain  must  hare  aniicipat 
this  alternative.  Let  those  who  by  their  acrimm 
sneers,  and  scoffs,  have  thrown  away  this  chief  ( 
fence  of  our  nation^  be  held  responsible  for  t 
compulsion  they  have  impoaed  on  us  to  take  d 
dire  alternative*  He  said  that  although  he  « 
ua willing  to  abate  a  siagle  phng  whioh  we  mi| 
l^gaily  inflict  upon  our  enemyt  And  might  at^ 
proper  tiaie  oppose  anything  lice  the  awap  pros 
posed  of  ooevsystem  for  another,  when  we  hsd  3 
power  and  tbe  right  to  impoae  upon  onr  eoei 
both  the  one  and  the  other,  he  neverthele&s  thoug 
tbe  petition  was  deserving  of  the  attention  wbi 
he  now  moved  it  should  receive.  He  moved  ti 
tbe  petition  should  be  printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  Senate  tb 
adjourned. 
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WfiDN  B«OAT,  June  10. 

!'he  ameodments  to  the  bill,  eDtitIed'"Ao  act 
the  more  perfect  or^oizatioD  of  the  iofaotry 
he  Army  of  the  Uaited  State<,'^  haviog  been 
med  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed, 
Irill  was  read  the  third  time,  as  amended,  and, 
notioD,  the  title  was  amended,  so  as  to  read 
bliows:  '"An  act  for  the  more  perfect  organi- 

00  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States." 
kfolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 
'be  President  communicated  the  report  of 
Secretary  of  the  Treasarn  on  the  petition  of 
lljam  Gamble,  made  in  obedience  to  a  resolu- 

1  of  the  Senate  of  the  5th  instant;  and  the 
>rt  was  read. 

|r.  Gaillabd  presented  the  petition  of  Joseph 
Ihogtoo  Page«  of  Charleston,  in  the  State  of 
tth  Carolina,  merchant,  praying  to  be  ezoaer- 
1  from  a  judgment  obtained  against  him  by 
Uoited  States,  as  surety  in  a  ctntom*hoa% 

d,  for  a  certain  Barnard .  Laffon,  for  reasons 
(via  stated ;  and  the  petition  was  read. 

^he  siz  bills  and  the  resolution  brought  up 
terday  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes  for 
earrence  were  read,  and  seirerally  passed  to 
second  reading. 

h  motion,  the  Senate  took  into  consideration 
resolmion  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
Bntiajr  a  conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes 
ihetwo  Houses  on  the  bill,  entitled  ^*An  act 
tscertaio  and  establish  the  western  boundary 
the  tract  reserved  for  satisfying  the  military 
oties  allowed  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
^dia  lioeon  CoDtinental  establishmf^nt;  and^ 
log  agreed  thereto,  Messrs.  Worth  in  oton, 
.fis,  aad  Qaeoo,  were  appointed  managers  on 
part  of  the  Senate. 

Thi;b»dat,  June  11. 

'be  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Lieu- 
i«t  Colonel  William  D.  Beall,"  was  read  the 
md  time. 

lie  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  confirming  claims  to 
is  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  founded  on 
tants  of  survey  granted  bv  the  Spanish  Gov- 
neDt,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
select  committee  to  consider  and  report  there- 
aod  Messrs.  Greoo,  Tait,  and  Worthimq- 
u  were  appointed  the  committee. 
'he  bill,  entitled  **An  act  for  the  relief  of  Col- 
I  Jonathan  Williams,"  w^s  read  the  secoad 

e.  and  referred  to  a  select  eommittee  to  con* 
t  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Orggo, 
UIAR,  and  Daha,  were  appointed  the  eom« 

^be  bill,  entitled  *< An  act  for  the  relief  of  Cte- 
uB.  Penrofie.'*  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
^  to  the  eommittee  last  mentioned,  to  con- 
Wind  report  thereon. 

Tbe  resolution  requesting  the  State  of  Georgia 
^Qt  to  the  formation  of  two  States  of  the 
Bi»ippi  Territory  was  read  the  second  time, 
'ordered  to  the  third  reading. 
^be  bill,  entitled  **An  act  authorizing  the  dis- 
irge  or  William  Peck  from  his  imprison  meat/' 
12ihCoir.  1st  Sss9.— 9 


was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee  to  consider  ami  report  thereon;  and 
Messrs.  Hunter,  Howeli^  and  Goodrich,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  authorizing  the  re«* 
mission  of  forfeited  recognisances  within  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendment  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act,  entitled  *An  act  to  establish  an  Ex^utive 
DepartaieQt,  to  be  denominate  J  the  Department 
of  War. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lbir,  the  bill  and  amend- 
ment were  postponed  to  the  first  Monday  in  Oe- 
tober  Dext. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  authorizing  the  cut* 
ting  and  making  a  canal  from  the  river  Poiomae 
around  the  west  end  of  the  dam  or  causeway 
from  Mason's  island,  and  for  other  purposes."  was 
read  a  third  time  as  amended,  and  passeu  with 
amendments. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  reported  by  the  committee  on  the  me- 
morial of  General  James  Wilkinson,  which  is  as 
follows: 

Ruohed^  That  the  proper  accounting  officer  of  the, 
Department  of  War  be  directed,  in  the  settlement  of 
General  Wilkinson's  aoesunt,  to  place  to  his  credit  the 
sura  of  four  thoossnd '  and  thirty-st;c  dollars  seventy* 
seven  cents. 

And  the  resolution  was  agreed  to,  and  r«ecom- 
mitted  to  the  original  committee,  with  instruc- 
tion to  bring  in  a  bill  accordingly. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  revive 
and  continue  in  force,  for  a  limited  time,  an  act, 
entitled  *'An  act  to  provide  for  the  refugees  from 
the  British  provinces  of  Canada  and  Nova  Sco- 
tia, and  for  other  purposes,*'  together  with  the 
amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select  com- 
mittee ;  and,  having  agreed  to  the  amendments, 
the  Preside  NT  reported  the  bill  to  the  House 
accordingly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  1  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 


Fridat,  June  12. 

Mr.  Gaillard  presented  sundry  resolutions, 
signed  by  Joha  Geddes,  chairman,  adopted  at  a 
numerous  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  CdarlesloD, 
in  the  Qtate  of  Spuih  Carolina,  approbatory  of 
the  measures  of  the  General  Government  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  national  honor  and  the  pres- 
ervation of  its  dignity  and  independence ;  and 
the  resolutions  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  eiititled  "An 
act  authorizing  the  remission  of  forfeited  recog- 
nisances within  the  District  of  Columbia." 

Ordered^  That  it  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Giles  presented  a  memorial,  signed  by  a 
great  number  of  the  inhabiiaats  of  the  city  of 


259 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


260 


Senate. 


Aias8achu$efls  Memorial. 


Ju!tE.  18a 


Richmond  and  Kown  of  Manchester,  deprecating 
the  calamities  of  war,  but  expressing;  their  opinion 
that,  if  peace  cannot  be  procured  with  honor,  and 
war  is  ineFitable,  it  ought  ta  be  declared,  not 
against  Great  Britain  ooiy,  but  against  Great 
Britain  and  France  ;  and  the  memorial  was  read. 
The  bill  to  revive  and  continue  in  force,  for  a 
limited  time,  an  act,  entitled  ^^An  act  further  to 
provide  for  the  refugees  from  the  British  pro- 
vinces of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  and  for  other 


To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  the  Houu  of  Btpnatni- 
othtB  of  the  United  Statee  in  Congress  OMsembkd: 
The  Representatives  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Mat- 
saehtisetts  beg  leave  respectfully  to  state  .* 

That,  presuming  the  respectful  expression  oftb 
public  sentiment,  from  any  portion  of  the  Union,  migk 
be  acceptable  to  Congress  in  the  present  critical  tutc 
of  pnblic  afikirs,  they  trust  that  a  commnnicatioa  \a 
your  honorable  body  of  the  opinions  and  feeliogiof  tb 
people  of  this  Commonwealth,  upon  the  momentooi 
subject  of  a  British  war,  will  not  bte  construed  ioto  t 
disposition  to  interfere  with  the  functions  of  the  Ni- 
tional  Government 


Eurposes/*  passed  the  24th  day  of  February,  1810. 
aving  been  reported -by  the  committee  correctly 
ensrossed,  was  read  a  third  time,  aud  passed.  ,    .      . .    .  ,    . , 

The  resolution  requesting  the  State  of  Georgia  J  ^^^twj^i^^J^P^  7^^^^^    ?°i:!^*^u!?^.  1"1'!.^^!^»" 
to  assent  to  the  formation  of  two  States  of  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Reed,  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  William 
D.  Beall,"  was  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  Reed, 
Lambert,  and  German,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 

7b  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Rejtresentatives  of  ike  United  States .-  - 
I  transmit,  for  the  information  of  Congress,  copies 
of  fetters  which  have,  passed  between  the  Secretaiy  of 
State  and  the  Envoy  Bxtraordinary  and  Minister  Plen- 
ipotentiary of  Great  Britain. 

JAMBS  MADISON. 
SvsR  11,  1812. 

The  Message  and  copies  therein  mentioned 
were  read.  / 

MASSACHUSETTS  MEMORIAL. 

Mr.  Llotd  presented  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  Massachusetts,  pas^sed  June 
3d,  instant,  expressing  their  opinion  *Mhat  an  of- 
fensive war  against  Great  Britain,  under  the 
present  circumstances  of  this  country,  would  be 
in  the  highest  degree,  impolitic,  unnecessary,  and. 
ruinous ;"  also,  a  memorial  of  the  said  House  of 
Representatives,  passed  by  a  rnajority  of  one  bun- 
dreo  and  sixty-six,  on  the  same  subject;  and  the 
resolution  and  memorial  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

They  are  as  follows : 

CoxxoarwxALTH  or  MAssACflrsxTTs : 

Isr  TBI  House  ov  Rxprksshtatitis, 

June  2,  1813. 
Resohed,  As  the  opinion  of  this  House,  that  an  of- 
fensive war  against  Great  Britain,  under  the  present 
circumstances  of  this  oountvy,  would  be  in  the  highest 
deg^e  impolitic!  unnecessary,  and  ruinous ;  that  the 
great '4K>dy  of  the  people  of  thia  Commonwealth  are 
decidedly  opposed  to  thia  pleasure,  which  they  do  not 
believe  to  be  demanded  by  the  honor  or  interests  of  the 
nation ;  and  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare 
a  respectful  petition  to  be  presented  to  Congress,  pray- 
ing &iem  to  arrest  a  caUmity  so  greatly  to  be  depre- 
cated, and,  by  the  removal  of  commercial  restrictions, 
to  restore,  so  far  as  depends  on  them,  the  benefit  of 
trade  and  navigation,  which  are  indispensable  to  the 
prosperity  and  comfort  of  the  people  of  this  Common- 
wealth.. TIMOTHY  BIGELOW,  Speaker. 


the  love  of  country  should  inspire,  that  we  perceive  tic 
entire  failure  of  the  negotiations  instituted  by  the  Nt* 
tional  Government,  with  a  view  to  obtain  from  tk 
belligerent  nations  respect  for  our  neutral  rights,  ad 
a  revocation  of  edicts  which  operate  stf  injurioDilr 
upon  our  lawful  commerce. 

In  the  present  unprecedented  posture  of  Europe,  at 
are  firmly  convinced  that  an  iinmenae  minority  of  c«r 
constituents  cannot  be  reconciled  to  the  belief  that  la 
offensive  war  with  Great  Britain  ia  demanded  by  \k 
interiMt  or  honor  of  our  country. 

We  presume  not  to  enter  upon  a  comparison  of  ib 
injuries  sustained  by  our  commerce  from  the  respect- 
ive nations  at  war,  nor  to  arraign  the  conduct  whid 
Government  has  seen  fit  to  adopt,  in  order  to  obiaia 
redress.  It  would  be  foreign  to  our  present  purpose 
to  enlarge  upon  the  duplicity  and  prevarication  exhib- 
ited by  France  in  all  her  negotiations,  which  aggra- 
vate her  numerous  outrages,  or  to  discuss  the  mouva 
alleged  by  Great  Britain  in  defence  of  a  system  of  rf-l 
taliation  which  bears  with  a  severe  pressure  upon  pe^ 
tral  rights.  It  is  sufficient  that  every  consideraiioe 
arising  from  good  policy,  and  from  the  duty  of  a  oar 
tion  to  itaelf,  forbids  us  to  plunge  into  a  war  whidi 
desolates  the  European  world,  and  from  which  it 
seems  to  have  been  the  design  of  Almighty  Providence 
to  exempt  us,  if  true  to  ourselvea,  by  placing  us  reaioti 
from  the  theatre  of  their  eontentions. 

An  offensive  war  against  any  nation  can  be  jostifisi 
only  by  the  reasonable  motive  of  obtaining  re|>antiaa 
for  past  injuries,  or  security  against  fnture  dangers 
aggressions.  When  such,  therefore,  is  the  local  at 
ation  and  relations  of  a  country,  that  the  hope  of 
fecting  either.of  these  objects  is  precluded  by  an  a 
ruling  necessity,  its  honor  is  not  stained  by'vieldiog 
circumstances  which  it  cannot  control ;  nor  is  the  i 
luctance  of  its  citixens  to  expose  themselves  in  sock 
case  to  the  certain  dangers  and  calamities  of  war,  a  i«^ 
pToach  upon  their  want  of  sensibility  to  injury,  ihm 
courage,  or  patriotism.  ! 

A  war  with  Great  Britain  would  fumiah  temptatiod 
to  her  Government  to  aequester  the  millions  belongini 
to  our  citixens  deposited  in  that  country*  and  an  oppor^ 
tunity  to  her  navy  and  cruisers  to  sweep  the  ocean  n 
the  remains  of  our  once  flourishing  commerce. 

The  conquest  of  Canada,  the  only  point  in  whidj 
she  is  aasailable,  would  afford  no  inmmnificatioo,  a 
achieved,  for  the  losses  to  which  we  should  be  expose^ 
upon  our  unprotected  seaboard,  and  upon  the  ocean^ 
Destitute  as  we  are  of  a  navy,  and  the  means  of  tmsK* 
diate  maritime  defence,  we  cannot  perceive  in  what 
mode  a  war  with  this  nation,  so  powerful  on  the  oceaoi 
can  promise  the  attainment  of  its  avowed  object — tbfl 
revocation  of  the  Orders  in  Council.  The  Emperoz 
of  France  haTing  lately  republished  the  decrees  of  B«r- 
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n  iod  Milan,  with  renewed  Memmiioee  of  a  deteniii- 
ittioo  to  enforce  them,  and  Great  Britain  having  an- 
ounced  her  deSiberate  purjpoee  of  making  her  Orden 
)  Couneil  commeninrate  with  thoee  decreet,  we  are 
DpTctied  with  a  belief  that  a  war,  once*-  began,*  must 
i  continaed  during  the  preeent  European  ooafli^t, 
nd  perhapt  abandoned,  after  yean  of  disaster,  incident 
)  all  wars,  without  accomplishing  the  object  for  which 
;  WIS  Qodertaken. 

We  forbear  to  present  to  the  consideration  of  your 
onoreble  body  a  detail  of  those  multiplied  evils  which 
re  antidpate  in  such  a  conOict,  liest  their  magnitude 
nd  variety  might  be  considered  as  calculated  to  de- 
icaa  the  just  confidence  of  Che  people  in  the  national 
pint  and  resonzces,  and  to  encourage  the  persever- 
pee  of  foreign  nations  in  pretensions  hostile  to  our 
ights.  We  cannot,  however,  but  hope  that  Goycrn- 
aent,  having  tried  for  years  a  system  of  restrictions 
fhich  has  proved  inejffectuai  in'respeet  to  foreign  na- 
ioDs,  and  ruinous  to  ourselves,  will  once  more  restore 
IS  to  our  commercial  pursuits,  and,  without  abandon- 
og  joft  claims  of  reparation,  ,wiU  enable  us  to  aid  in 
hoK  preparations  which,  in  some  more  auspicious  pe- 
iod,  may  afford  capacity  of  vindicating  such  claims 
vith  a  probability  of  success.  *And  we  can,  upon  this 
ao6t  solemn  occasion,  appeal  to  the  Searcher  of  Hearts, 
lut,  in  this  application  to  }^our  honorable  body,  we  are 
Dfloenced  by  no  party  considerations,  no  spirit  of  dis- 
ifcction,  no  disposition  to  embarrass  the  proceedinge, 
t  reproach  the  motives  of  any  of  the  Departments  of 
loTemment.  Neither  do  th^  people  of  Massachusetts, 
lamindful  of  the  exaAtple  of  their  ancestors,  taj^e  coun- 
d  from  fear.  Bot  in  this  last  and  respectful  efibrt  in 
•elulfof  their  commereial  rights,  and  to  induce  the 
^'atioaat  Government  to  pause  and  rescue  their  ooun* 
i^#om  war,  they  are  impelled  by  dictates  of  self-pres- 
irvation,  by  their  attachment  to  the  Union,  by  a  per- 
niiioD  of  the  invincible  and  growing  opposition  of  the 
Mople  to  these  measures,  and  by  duty  to  themselves, 
»po«terity,  andtoGod. 

TIMOTHY  BIGELOW,  ^eaker. 

Im  TiiK'Hoirax  or  RapaasairTATiTYS, 
•  .  June  5,  1813. 

Or^ed,  That  the  foregoing  memorial  be  signed  by 
the  Speaker  of  the  Uoiise,  and,  together  With  the  re- 
^ve  apon  which  it  ip  founded,  be  forthwith  transmit- 
^  to  the  Congrese  of  t|ie  United  Sutes,  and-  that  the 
SenatoiB  and  the  Representatives  of  this  Common- 
wealth in  Congress  be  requested  to  ns^  their. utmost 
txeitioni  to  carry  the  object  thereof  into  eflbot. 

Atteit:  BENJAMIN  POLLARD,  Ci^A. 


Satdrdat,  Jane  13. 

Mr.  Greqo,  from  the  cpminittee  to  whom  the 
'Object  was  recommitted  for  the  purpose,  reported 
t  bill  for  Lhe  relief  of  James  Wilkinson  i  and  the 
^ili  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  GsEoo,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
J««rredthe  bill,  entitled  "Aq  act  for  the  relief  of 
Clement  B.  Penrose,"  reported  it  without  ameod- 
^^Qt;  and,  on  his  motion,  thie  bill  was  considered 
^ia  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and,  noamend- 
JJ««  having  been  propo&ed,  it  was  ordered  .to  a 
»'»»fil  reading, 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
^PPPiQted  on  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  supple- 
iQeotary  to  the  act,  entitled  *Ad  act  to  authorize  | 


a  detachment  from  the  militia  of  the  United 
States f"  and  the  bill  wasjread,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

The  bill,  tfn tilled  "An  act  aathorizing  the  re* 
mission  of  forfeited  recognisances  within  the  Dia« 
tricl  of  Columbia."  was  fead  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  PjifisioBNT  signed  the  enrolled  bill  last 
reported  to  hav«  be^n  examined,  and  it  was  de- 
livered to  the  committee,  to  be  laid  before  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  SiiiTH,  of  Maryland,  presented  a  memorial, 
signed  by  Charles  Carroll,  of  Carrollton,  and  a 
large  number  of  others,  inhabitants  of  Aon  Arun- 
del country,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  deprecating 
the-  declaration  of  war  with  Great  Britain,  and 
stating  their  reasons  at  large  against  the  measure ; 
and  the  memorial  was  read. 


Monday,  June  15. 

Mr.  Hdnt£b.  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the 
discharge  of  William  Peck  from  bis  imprison- 
ment," reported  it  without  amendmeiit. 

Mr.  Rebp,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Lieutenant  William  D.  Beall,"  reported  it  with- 
out amendment. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Wilkinson  was 
read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Tait  presented  sundry  resolutions,  signed 
W.  B.  Bullock,  chairman,  adopted  on  the  third 
instant,  at  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Savannah 
and  its  vicinity,  on  the  subject  of  our  relations 
with  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  approbatory 
of  the  measures  of  the  General  Government  for 
the  maintenance  of  our  national  rights. 

Mr.  Varnom  presented  the  petition  of  Charles 
W.  Goldsborough*  and  others,  praying  a  charter 
of  incorporation  to  a  company  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  bank  in  the  City  ot  Washington ;  and 
the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill 
or  otherwise  ;  and  Messrs.  Varndai^  Gbsoo,  and 
Taylor^  were  appointed  the  committee. 

A  message  from  the  Hous^  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  disagree  to 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  more  perfect  organization  of  the 
infantry  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States ;"  they 
ask  a  conference  on  the  subject-matter  thereof, 
and  have  appointed  managers  on  their  part.  The 
House  of  Representatives  have  passed  a  bill,  en- 
titled ^'An  act  confirming  grants  to  land  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  derived  from  the  British 
Government  of  West  Florida,  not  subsequently 
regranted  by  the  Government  of  Spain  or  of  the 
United  States ;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  sup- 
piemen  tary  to  'An  act  authorizing  the  Psesident 
of  the  United  States  to  raise  certain  companiee 
of  raUffers  for  the  protection  of  the  frontier  of  the 
United  States ;"  in  which  bills  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  op  the  Ui(IT£o  States:* 
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To  the  Stnatt  and  Houte  of 

JUpretmtaiwes  of  the  VhUed  StaU».' 

I  trinsmit,  for  the  informatioii  of 
letters  which  hmve  psesed  between  the  Secretary  of 
State  and  the  Envoy  Eztraordinaiy  and  Miniater  Plen- 
ipotentiary of  Great  Britain. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Jpvx  16, 1813. 

The  Message  and  copies  ibcreio  mentioned 
were  read. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  ^'  An 
act  toaathorize  a  detachment  from  the miiitia  of 
the  United  States,"  was  read  the  second  time* 


TufieDAT,  Jane  16. 

Mr;  Qrbgo,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  confirming 
claims  to  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  found- 
ed on  warrants  of  survey  granted  by  the  Spanish 
Government,"  reported  it  with  amendments. 

Mr.  Bat ARD,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  amend  the 
laws  within  the  District  of  Columbia,"  reported 
it  with  amendments. 

Mr.  Batard,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  conferring '  cer- 
tain powers  on  the  Levy  Court  for  the  county  of 
Washington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  with 
amendments. 

The  two  bills  brought  up  yesterday  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  concurrence  were 
read,  and  severally  passed  to  ihe  second  reading. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives  requesting 
a  conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Houses  on  the  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  for  the  more 
perfect  or^nization  of  the  infantry  of  the  Army 
of  the  United  Slates;"  and,  having  agreed  there- 
to, Messrs,  Smith,  of  Maryland,*ANDERsoN,  and 
Varnum,  were  appointed  the  managers  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Rbed,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  authorizing  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  lease,  for  a  term 
of  years,  one  of  the  public  reservations  of  ground 
in  the  City  of  Washington,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  was  postpone^  to  the 
first  Monday  in  October  next. 

Mr.  Rbeo,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
the  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  lease,  for  a  term  of  years,  any  part  of 
th6  reservations  of  public  ground  in  the  City  of 
Washington,  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  William 
D.  Beall ;"  and,  no  amendment  having  been  pro- 
posed, it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading.  ^ 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Clement  B.  Penrose,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
PasaiDiHT  0^  TBB  Unitsd  States: 


to  iht  ^maUmmi  Bamm  of 

B^treBrntaHoet  of  the  United  Stalm 

I  transmit,  lor  the  information  of  Congr< 
of  a  kttcr  to  the  SecMtary  of  State  from  Ihe  Chaise 
des  Affairaa  of  the  United  States  at  London,  &ooonpa> 
nied  by  a  letter  from  the  latter  to  the  Biitirfi  Miaktcr 
of  Poteign  A&in.  JAMES  MADISON. 

Jiraa  16,  1B12. 

The  Message  and  documents  therein  mentioned 
were  read. 


WsQNceoi^T,  June  17« 

The  bill,  entitled  «  An  act  eo^fif mtfigfrnti>^  «> 
lands  in  tbe  Mississippi  Territory,  derived  froa 
the  British  Government  of  West  Florida,  not  sob- 
sequently  regranted  fay  the  Gbveromeat  of  Spaia 
or  of  the  United  States."  was  read  the  secoad 
time,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  coa- 
sider  and  report  thereon;  and  Messrs.  Greo«, 
WoRTBiNGTON,  and  Tait,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

The  bill,  enMtled  ''An  act  supplementary'  to 
'  An  act  authorizing  the  President  of  the  Uotted 
States  to  raise  certain  companies  of  raofrers  for 
the  protection  of  the  frontier  of  the  United  States,** 
was  rcuid  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  aeleet 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  aad 
Messrs.  A itosRsoif,  German^  and  Rcso,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  antborizio^ 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  Jeaae,  for  a 
term  of  years.  aUy  part  of  thir  reservations  of  the 
public  ground  in  toe  City  of  Washington ;  axR,* 
the  bill  having  been  amended)  the  President  re- 
ported it  to  the  House  accord ioel v. 

On  tbe  question.  Shall  thi^  Dill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time^  as  aOModed  ?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  tbe  affirmative. 

A  message  from  the  House  t>f  Repreaentatives 
informed  tbe  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed* 
a  bill,  entitled  ''An  aetto  aothorhie  the  issntag 
of  Treasury  notes;''  in  which  they  request  the 
cdncurrence  of  the  Senate. 


TauBBDAY,  Jane  18. 

The  bill  yesterday  brooght  up  from  the  Hooae 
of  Representatives  for  coneurrenee  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading* 

The  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  Uoiced 
States  to  lease,  for  a  term  of  years,  any  part  of 
the  reservations  of  public  ground  in  the  City  of 
Washington,  having  been  retried  by  the  com- 
mittee correctly  engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time; 
and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Brent,  recommitted  lo 
Messrs.  Reed,  Brent,  and  Gilman,  further  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '^  Aa 
act  copferriog  certain  powers  on  the  Levy  Court 
for  tbe  county  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia."  together  with  tbe  amendmeots  re- 
ported thereto  by  tbe  select  committee;  and,  bar- 
ing agreed  to  tbe  amendments,  the  President  re- 
ported the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 
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On  the  qneslWD.  Sfaait  ibiii  bill  be  reed  e  third 
time  at  amended  ?  it  was  determiaed  in  the  affirm- 
ative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An 
act  10  amend  the  laws  within  the  District  of  Co- 
lombia," together  with  the  amendments  reported 
thereto  by  the  select  committee;  and,  baying 
agreed  to  the  amendments,  the  President  reported 
the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 

Oq  the  question,  Shall  this  ^ill  be  r^d  a  tbird 
time  as  amended  7  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

The  bill,  entitled  '<  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Lieotenant  Colonel  William  D.  Beall,"  was  read 
a  third  lime,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  censideratioii  of  the  bill  supplemen* 
tary  to  the  act4  entitled '<  A^  act  to  authorize  a 
detiebment  from  the  militia  of  the  United  States," 
-^Med  April  10, 1818. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bay  a  an,  the  bill  was  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  re-* 
port  thereon;  and  Messrs.  Bayard,  SmitB;  of 
Maryland,  and  Wortbinqton,  were  appoiiited 
the  committee.  : 

The  injunction  of  secrecy  thereon  having  been 
removed,  on  motion,  by  Mr,  Anderson,  twelve 
hundred  oopies  of  the  confidential  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates  of  the  first  of  June 
iDstaoi,  was  ocdered  to  be  priated  for  the  use  of 
theSeoa^. 

Jjjgtain  amfidenHal  praceddingt  of  the  SeMUei 
'^ince  first  June^  ate  as  follow,  the  injunction  of 
secrecy  having  been  remofped : 

MoNDAy,  June  1, 1812. 
A  confidential  Message  was  received  from  the 

PRBSIDBNT  OF  THE  UNITED  StaTEB,  as  f^IloWS: 

fPor  this  Message,  see  the  Suptd^menial  Joiir- 
fi|u  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
aestaiives  under  the  date  of  Ju^e  1, 1812,  posL] 

The  Message  and  documents  therein  referred 
(0  were  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  eom^mittee, 
to  consist  of  seven  jnerabers,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messr^ 
Ardbkbon,  Smith,  of  Maryland,  Lnn,  Camp- 
VBLL,  of  Tennessee,  Howell,'  Lloyd,  and  Tay- 
LOS,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

WSDNESDAY,  JUUC  3. 

Oq  motion  by  Mr.  Bayard,  the  confidential 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  of 
the  1st  instant,  was  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the 
^eof  the  Senate,  under  an  injunetiion  of  secrecy. 

:Fnii>AY,  June  5. 

A  confidential  message  was  received  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  by  Messrs.  Macon  and 
VwDLSY,  two  of  thi^ir  members— Mr.  Macon, 
'Cbairmatt : 

Mr.  President :  The  House  of  Representatives 
^re  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An«(Bt  declaring  war 


between  Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies,  and 
the  United  States  and  their  Territories ;  in  which 
tbey  ask'  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate ;  and  re- 
quest that  the  bill  be  considered  confidentially. 

Ah  act  dedMdng  war  between  OTsat  Britain  and  her 
depeadendes,  and  the  United  States  and  their  Ter- 
ritories. 

Be'it  enaeitd  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent' 
ati9ss  of  the  Umted  States  of  Ameritu,  in  Congress 
assemiokdy  That  war  bo  and  the  same  iAheieby  dediued 
to  fxist  betweeaOieat  firitain  and  her  dependencies, 
and  the  United  States  and  their  Tenitories;  and  Uiat 
the 'President  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  aolhofiied 
to  aae  the  whole  laqd  and  naval  ioioe  of  the  United 
Stetes  to  eanry  the  same  into  effsct ;  and  to  issue  to 
private  armed  vcsmIs  of  the  United  States  eommisaiops 
or  letteia  of  aiarqae  and  geneiml  reprisal^  in  snob  fiwm 
as  he  shall  think  pn^ier*  and  under  the  seal  of  the.  Uni- 
ted States,. agafauH  (he  vessels,  goods,  and  efieelSy  of  the 
GoTernment  of  Great  Britain,  of  ito  subjects,  and  of  all 
persons  inhabiting  withm  any  of  its  territories  or  poe* 
sessions. 

On  motion,  the  bill  was  twice  read  by  unani  - 
mous  consent ;  and,  on  mo^on  by  Mr.  Leib,  it 
was  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  the  1st 
instant  on  the  coofiden'lial  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  of  the  same  date,  to 
eohsider  ind  report  thereon. 

MoHnAY,  JuneS.  . 

Mr.  Ahdbbson,  from  the  cemmitlee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  aeC  declartog 
war  between  Qreat  Britain  and  her  dependencies, 
and  the  United  States  and  their  Terhtoriee,"  fe« 
ported  the  bill  with  amendmento. 

The  committee  also  reported  sundry  oommani- 
cattone,  confidentially  made  to  theiOy  from  U^e 
Treasury  and  War  Departrntente  on  the  subjeot. 

On  metioo  by  Mr*  Lloyd, 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  furnish  copies,  of 
the  said  communieationa  to  such  Senators  as  may 
require  them. 

"^^^^ 

TvMDAY,  June  9. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  AI^dbrson,  the  bill,  entitled 
^  An  act  declaring  war  between  Qreat  Britain  and 
her  dependencies,  and  the  United  States  and  their 
Territories,"  was  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole.  Mr.  Qaillar»  was  requested  to  take 
the  Chair ;  and,  after  debate,  a  motion  was  made 
by  Mr.  Greoo,  that, the  bill  be  recommitted,  for 
further  amendment,  to  the  committee  who  have 
under  consideration  the  Message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  of  the  1st  June.  And,  $fter 
debate,  the  President  resumed  the  Chair,>aii4  the 
Senate  adjoiurned. 

Wbonesday,  June  10. 

Mr.QAtLLARD'was  revested  to  take  the  Chair. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commitlee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  **  Aq  act  declaring  var 
between  Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies,  and 
the  United  States  and  their  Territories." 

Mr«  Gbbocs  by  penniasion,  amended  his  moiikm 
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for  recommitting  the  bill  to  the  committee  ap- 

Sointed  on  the  confidential  Message  of  the  Presi^ 
ent  of  the  United  States,  of  the  Ist  Of  Jane,  at 
follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  declaring 
war  between  Qreat  Britain  and  her  dependencies,  and 
the  United  States  and  their  Territories,"  be  recommit- 
ted to  the  committee  to  whom  was  committed  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President,  of -the  1st  inatant,  with  instruc- 
tions to  modify  and  aniend  the  same,  in  such  manner 
that  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  have  power 
to  authorize  the  public  armed  ships  and  vessels  of  the 
United  States  to  make  reprisals*  upon  the  public  and 
private  ships  and  vessels,  goods,  and  merchandise,  be- 
longing to  the  Crown  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  or  to  the.aobjects  therecMf;  and 
also  to  grsnt  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal,  under  auit- 
aUe  regulations,  to  be  provided  in  the  bill,  to  private 
armed  ships  and  vessels  to  make  like  reprisals. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  MArylaod,  that 
the  motion  be  amended,  so  as  that  the  bill  be  re- 
committed to  anew  committee,  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative.  And  after  debate,  the  President 
resumed  the  Chair,  and  the  Senate  adjourned. 

Thursday,  June  11. 

Mr.  Gaillard  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Anderson,  the  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  entitled  *^  An  act  de- 
claring war  between  Great  Britain  ami  hek*  depen- 
dencies, and  the  United  States  and  their  Territo- 
ries," was  resumed,  anck  considered  «s  io  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  together  with  the  motion 
yesterday  submitted  by  Mr.  Greoo;  and,  on  the 
question  to  agree  to  the  motion,  it  was  determined 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  17,  nays  13,  as  follows: 

.  Teas — Messrs. Bayard, Condit,Dana, German, Giles, 
Oihnan,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter, 
Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Reed,  Smith  of  Newt  York,  and 
Worthington. 

NAT8->Messr8.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Campbell  of  Ten- 
nessee, Crawford,  Cutta,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Pope, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  and  Vamum. 

Whereupon,  Mr.  Crawford  resumed  the  Chair; 
and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Anderson,  it  was  ordered 
that  4he  committee  to  whom  this  bill  is  recom- 
mitted have  leave  to  sit  immediately. 

Friday,  June  12. 

Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration :  , 

«*  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested 
to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate,  confidentially,  or 
otherwise,  as  he  may  deem  expedient,  all  the  informa- 
tion in  the  Department  of  State,  not  heretofore  com- 
municated, having  relation  to  the  conduct  of  Grea^ 
Britain  and  France  towards  the  United  States."    • 

Orderedy  That  it  lie  for  consideration. 

BfiPRISALS  ON  BRITISH  COMMERCE, 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  recommitted'  the  bill,  entitled  *^  An  act  de- 
claring war  between  Great  Britain  and  her  depen- 
dencies, and  the  United  States  and  their  Territo* 
ries,"  with  instructions  to  modify  and  amend  the 


same,  in  such  manner  that  tb'e  Prexideot  shay 
have  the  power  to  ailrhorize  the  public  anad 
ships  and  vessels  of  thje  United  States  to  make  re- 
prisals upon  the  public  and  private  ships  aod  ves- 
sels, goods,  and  merchandise,  belonging  t«  the 
Crown  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britiii 
and  Ireland,  and  to  the  subiects  thereof;  and  aisoio 
grant  letters  of  marque  andf  reprisal,  under  soitabk 
regulations,  to  be  provided  in  the  bill,  to-priratt 
ships  and  vessels  to  make  reprisals,  agreeably  lo 
said  instructions,  reported  as  follows: 

**  Alter  the  word  thai^  in  the  third  lino  of  the  biB, 
strike  out  the  residue  of  the  bill,  and  insert  the  foUov- 
ing  amendment: 

•*  The  President  of  the  United  Sutcs  aliall  be  m4 
he  is  hereby  authorized,  from  and  after  .the  #— '  daj«{ 
'  next  ensuingt  to  cause  reprisals  to  be  msde  opia 
the  public  and  private  ships  and  vessels,  goodi,  tui 
merchandise,  belonging  to  the  Crown  -of  the  UnM 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  or  to  the  nb- 
jects  thereof,  which  may  be  found  on  the  high  seu,  or 
elsewhere,  after  the  said  -— »  day  of  «— -  next,  exceffk- 
ing  such  ships,  vessels,  or  property,  as  now  are.  or  mtj, 

before  the  said  day  of next,  be  within  tbt 

ports  and  harbors,  or  under  the  control,  of  the  Unitri 
States,  and  all  ships,  vessels,  or  property,  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  any  Power  with  whom  the  United  Stitei 
are  not  engaged  in  war ;  audi  for  the  purposes  sfomsii 
to  instruct  the  commandeers  of  the  public  anned  Tesielt 
which  are  or  which  shall  be  employed  in  the  senkeof 
the  United  States,  to  subdue,  setae,  and  take,  voyvnad 
or  other  British  vessel  belonging  to  the  slaid  Unitd 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  or  to  the  »i)b> 
jecfta  thereof  which  shall  be  found  within  the  jaiitdK- 
tional  limits  of  the  United  States,  or  elsewhere,  on  Ut 
high  seas  as  aforesaidit  And  such  captured  ves6el,#l( 
her  apparel,  guns,  and  appurtenances,  and  the  goo^ 
or  effects  which  shall  be  found  on  board  the  same,  beia; 
British  property,  shall  be  brought  within  some  port  of 
the  United  States,  and  shall  be  duly  proceeded  against 
and  condemned  as  forfeited,  and  shall  accrue  and  be 
distributed  as  by  law  is  or  shall  be  provided,  respectio| 
the  captures  which  shall  be  made  by  the  public  arod 
vessels  of  the  United  States.  ^1 

«  Sac.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Pmi- 
dent  of  the  United  States  shall  be,  and  he  is  berebr, 
authorized  to  grant,  to  the  owners  of  privste  armsl 
ships  and  vessels  of  the  United  States,  who  shall  mile 
application  therefor,  commissions  in  the  form  which  he 
shall  direct,  under  die  seal  of  die  United  Stales ;  n^ 
sndi  private  armed  veaaels,  when  duly  commiiefoaeii 
as  aforesaid,  shall  have  the  same  license  and  autboht; 
for  subduing,  seixing,  and  capturing  any  armed  or  other 
British  vessels  belonging  to  the  Crown  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  or  to  the  tab- 
jects  thereof,  and  for  the  recapturing  of  the  ^ttak 
goods,  and  effects,  of  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
as  the  public  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States  bf 
law  have,  and  shall  be  in  like  manner  subject  to 
such  instructions  as  shall  be  ordered  by  the  Preaideot 
of  the  United  Slates,  in  conformity  with  the  established 
law  of  nations,  and  the  treataea  and  laws  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  regulation  of  their  conduct ;  and  the 
commissions  which  shall  be  granted  as  aforesaid  shall  be 
revocable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Sutes  • 

**  Sac.  3.  And  be  it  further  enaeied,  Thateve7pe^ 
son  intending  to  set  forth  and  employ  an  armed  Teisel, 
and  applying  fortiie  commiasion  aa  aforesaid,  shall  piv- 


269 


HISTORT  OF  CONGBESS, 


270 


June,  1812. 


BepruaU  on  BrUuh  Commerce. 


6ENATB; 


dvce,  in  writiiig,  the  bmim,  and  «Qitable  deieri|>tioQ  of 
Uie  tonnage  and  force,  of  the  veaMi,  and  the  name  of 
residence  of  each  owner  concerned  therein,  the  number 
of  the  crew,  and  the  name  of  the  commander  and  the 
two  officers  next  in  rank  appointed  for  such  ▼eaael ; 
which  writing  shall  be  signea  by  the  person  or  perMns 
making  such  application,  and  filed  with  the  Sccretaiy 
of  State,  or  shall  be  delivered  to  any  ether  officer  or 
person  who  shall  be  employed  to  deliver  out  such  com- 
missions, to  be  by  him  transmitted  to  the  Hec^tary  of 
Sute. 

"  Sic.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  beforb 
injeommission  as  aforesaid  shall  be  issued,  the  owner 
or  owners  of  the  ship  or  vessel  for  which  the  same 
fhall  be  requested,  and  the  commakider  thereof  for  the 
time  being,  shall  give  bond  to  the  United  States,  with 
tt  least  two  responsible  surges,  not  interested  \a  such 

fCMel,  in  the  penal  sum  of thousand  dollars;  or, 

if  toch  vessel  be  provided  with  more  than  one  hundred 
tnii  fifty  men,  then  in  the  penal  sum  of  thousand 

dolUn,  with  condition  that  the  owners,  and  officers, 
and  crew,  who  shall  be  employed  on  board  of  such 
comfflifsioned  vessels,  shall  and  will  observe  the  tiea- 
tiej>  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  the  instructions 
which  fibaU  be  given  them  as  aforesaid  for  the  regula- 
tioo  of  their  conduct,  and  will  satisfy  all  damages  and 
bjaries  which  shall  be  done  or  committed  contrary  to 
the  tenor  thereof  by  such  vessel,  during  her  commis- 
sion, and  to  deliver  up  the  same  when  revoked  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

"  Skc.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  public 
and  private  ships  and  vessels,  goods,  and  merchandise, 
bf longing  to  the  Crown  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  oj|  to  the  subjects  thereof, 
together  with  their  apparel,  glins,  and  appurtenances, 
which  shall  be  found  on  board  the  same,  being  British 
property,  and  which  shall  be  captured  by  any  private 
armed  vessel  or  vessels  ef  the  United  States,  duly  com- 
missioned as  aforesaid,  shall  be  forfoited,  and  shall  ac- 
crue to  the  owners  thereof  and  the  officers  and  crews 
t>y  whom  such  capture  shall  be  made,  and,  on  due  con- 
demnation haul,  riiall  be  distributed  according  to  any 
agreement  which  shall  be  between  them,  or,  in  failure 
«f  such  agreement,  then  by  the  discretion  of  the  court 
before  whom  such  condemnation  shall  be. 

''Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  vessels, 
goods,  and  efiects,  the  property  of  any  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  or  person  resident  therein, .  which  shall 
l>e  recaptured  as  sibresaid,  shall  be  restored  to  the  law- 
ful owners  upon  payment  by  them  respectively  of  a 
juit  and  reasonable  salvage,  to  be  determined  by  the 
motaal  agreegient'of  \he  parties  concerned,  or  by  the 
decree  of  any  court  of  thd  United  States  having  .mari- 
time jurisdiction,  according  to  the  nature  of  each  case ; 
proTided,  that  such  allowance  shall  not  be  less  than 
one-eighth,  or  exceeding  one-half,  of  the  full  value  of 
nich  recapture,  without  any  deduction  ;  and' such  sal- 
vage shall  be  distributed  to  and  aunong  the  owners,  of- 
ficers, and  crews,  of  the  private  armed  vessel  or  vessels 
•ntitled  thereto,  according  to  any  agreement  which 
*^l  be  between  them,  or,  in  case  of  noagreeiment, 
then  by  the  decree  of  the  court  who  shall  determine 
vpon  snch  fealvage. 

'*^xc.  7.  And  be  it  further  erUiettd,  That,  before 
^fctking  bulb  of  any  vessel  which  shall  be  captured  as 
i^nsaid,  or  other  disposal  or  conversion  thereof,  or  of 
^  articles  which  shall  be  found  on  board  the  same, 
|ach  capture  ahall  be  brought  into  some  port  of  the 
United  Statea^  and  ahall  be  libelled  tnd  proceeded 


against  befoie  the  district  court  of  the  same  district ; 
and,  after  a  dae  course  of  proceeding,  such  capture 
shall  be  decreed  as  forfeited  in  the  district  court,  or  in 
the  circuit  court  of  the  same  district  in  the  case  of  any 
appeal  duly  allowed,  the  same  shall  be  delivered  to  the 
owners  and  captors  concerned  therein,  or  shall  be  pub- 
licly sold  by  the  marshal  of  the  same  court,  as  shall  be 
finally  decreed  and  ordered  by  the  court  And  the 
same  court,  who  shall  have  final  jurisdiction  of  any 
libel  or  complaint  of  any  capture  as  aforesaid,  shall  and 
may  decree  restitution  in  whole  or  part,  when  the  cap- 
ture and  reatratnt  shall  have  been  made  without  jnst 
cause  as  aforeassid ;  and  if  made  without  probable 
cause,  or  otherwise  unreasondibly,  may  order  and  decree 
damages  and  costs  to  the  party  injured,  and  for  which 
the  owners,  officers,  and  crews,  of  the  private  auined 
vessel  or  veaaels  by  which  snch  unjust  capture  shall 
have  been  made,  and,  also,  such  vessel  or  vessels  shSIl 
be  answerable  and  liable. 

'<  Ssc.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  Brit- 
ish subjects  and  others,  who  shall  be  found  acting  on 
board  of  any  British  vessel  which  shall  be  captured.  Or 
on  board  of  any  vessel  of  the  United  States  whidi 
shall  be  recaptured  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  reported  to 
the  collector  of  the  port  in  which  they  shall  first  arrive, 
and  shall  be  delivered  to  the  custody  of  the  marshal 
or  some  civil  or  military  officer  of  the  United  Statea, 
or  of  any  Statte,  in  or  near  such  port,  who  shall  receive 
and  taike  into  custody  the  said  subjects  or  persons  for 
their  safe-keeping  and  support^  at  the  expense  of  the 
United  States." 

Amend  the  title,  after  the  word  "  act,"  strike  out  tiie 
rest  of  the  title,  and  insert  **  authorizing  reprisals  against 
the  Crown  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
auid  Ireland,  and  the  subjects  thereof*' 

And  the  report  was  read.  TjVhereupoD.  Mr. 
GAiLLAitD  was  requested  to  take  tlie  Chair ;  and 
the  bill  and  amendnieDta  were  considered  u  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole;  and,  on  motioi^  by 
Mr.  PoPB.  to  amend  the  report,  by  inserting,  af- 
ter the  word  *'  thereof,"  ,ia  the  tenth  line  of  the 
first  section,  the  words  ''and,  also,  upon-  the  pah* 
lie  and  private  ships  and  vessels,  goods,  and  mer- 
chandise, belonging  to  the  Crown  of  France  or 
to  the  sUDJects  thereof;"  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative — yeas  15,  nays  17.  as  follows : 

Ybas — Messrs.  Bayard,  Condit,  Dana,  German, 
Giles,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert, 
Lloyd,  Pope,  Reed,  Smith  of  Maryland,  and  Worth- 
ington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell 
of  Tennessee,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Franklin,  Gaillard, 
Gregg,  Howell,  I^eib,  Robinson,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  and  Varnum. 

On  the  question  to  strike  out,  as  reported  by 
the  committee,  for  the  purpose  of  ins^^rliog  the 
amendaieots,  the  yeas  were  16,  and  the  nays  IQ. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lbib,  the  yeas  and  nays 
having  been  required  by  one-fifth  of  the  Senators 
present,  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are: 

Messrs.  Bayard,  Condit,  Dana,  German,  Gilmaii, 
Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  Lambert, 
Leib,  Lloyd,  Reed,  Smith  of  New  York,  and  Worth- 
ington. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are: 

Measrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell  of  Ten- 
nessee, Crawford,  Cutti^  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Giles, 
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Pope»  RobiiuoB,  Smith  oiUujhnd,  Ttk,  Tmyloi;  Tar« 
,  aer,  and  Varnnm. 

So  the  Senate  being  eqoBlljr  dirided,  the  ques- 
tion was  lost,  and  the  original  bill  was  resumed. 

On  motion,  to  agree  to  the  first  report  of  the 
select  committee,  and  strike  out  of  the  original 
bill,  line  9,  thewords  '^  and  all  persons  inhabiting 
within  its  territories  or  possessions:"  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative — yeas  21,  nays  11,  as 
follows : 

YxAS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bayard,  .Condit,  Dana, 
German,  Giles,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey, 
Howell,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Reed, 
i6j»ith,  of  Maryland,  Smith,  of  New  Torfc^  Vamiim, 
sxxd  Worthington. 

^ATB — Messrs.  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell,  of  Tennes- 
«ee,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Pranklin,  Gailiaid,  Rohioson, 
Tait,  Taylor,  and  Tofner. 

On  motion,  it  was  also  a^^reed  to  insert  the 
word  "and,"  in  the  ninth  line,  after  the  word 
«  Britain." 

Satubdat,  June  13. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Llotd  ;  and, 
on  the  question  to  agree  thereto,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  n^ative — yeas  14,  nays  17,  as 
follows : 

YiAS— Messrs.  Bayard;  Dana,  German,  Giles,  GiW 
aan,.Qoodiieh,  Gregg*  Horaey,  Hauler,  Lanibeit»  Leib, 
Lkyd,  Reed,  ai|d  Smith*  of  Maryland.. 

IfArsf-^Mesars.  Anderson,  Bibb,  J9miit»  Canphell, 
of  Tennessee,  Coodit,  Crawford,  Ctttte.  Franklin, 
Gaillard,  Howell,  Robinson,  Smith,  of  New  York* 
Tait,  Taylor,  Tnrner,  Y arnom,  and  Worthington. 

DECLARATION  OP  WAR. 

[r.  Qaillaro  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair ; 
and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Anderson,  the  consider* 
ation  of  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  declaring  war 
between  Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies,  and 
the  United  States  and  their  Territories,"  was  re- 
sumed, as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and  bal- 
ing agreed  to  sundry  amendments,  the  President 
resumed  the  Chair;  and  Mr.  Qaillard  reported 
Ihe  bill  with  amendments,  which  were  considered 
in  Senate  aud  agreed  to  as  follows : 

Third  line,  after  the  word  *^  between,"  strike 
out  to  the  end  of  the  line,  and  insert,  ^'the  Uoi* 
ted  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and 
the  dependencies  thereof." 

Line  4,  after  the  word  ^  States,"  where  it  first 
occurs,  insert,  "  of  America." 

Line  9,  after  the  word  **  Britain,"  strike  out  to 
the  end  of  the  bill,  and  insert,  ^  the  said  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and.  the 
aobjects  thereof." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  German,  to  post- 

8 one  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  to  the 
rst  Monday  in  November  next. 
Mr.  German  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows : 
Mr.  President :  I  made  the  motion  to  postpone 
Ihe  consideration  of  the  bill  now  before  us.  from 
a  conviction  that  it  will  be  extremely  injurious  to 
4he  country  to  pass  it  at  this  tiuM.  i  feel,  uff  that 
'liie-State  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  faa«  a  pe« 
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culiar  interest  in  the  event  of  this  q«estioa; 
I  also  feel  the  weight  of  the  interest  wbidi  i| 
nation  ai  large  has  at  stakey  ia  the  event  of  t| 

Fassage  of  ti^is  bill.  I  therefore  coosider  it  a  dt 
owe  my  constitnents,  to  use  every  reasoBil 
exertion  in  ray  power  to  prevent  the  object  of  i\ 
bill,  until  the  country  is  better  prepared  to 
it  into  effect. 

As  I  presume  the  war.  if  declared,  is  io(es( 
to  be  an  offensive  one,  I  will,  to  establish  the 
pri^ty  of  my  motion,  take  a  general  view  of 
situation  of  this  country ;  of  its  means  lo  canyi 
offensive  operations,  as  well  as  to  defend  it 
and  of  the  situation  and  relative  strength  alsoi 
the  country  we  are  required  to  make  war  opoi 

I  am  ready  to  allow,  Mr.  P/eaideoi*  that 
Great  Britain  and  France  have  g[Lvea  us  abm 
ant  cause  for  war ;  on  this  occaaion,  therefort 
shall  dispense  with  usinff  any  argument  wl 
might  serve  to  show,  that  if  we  were  eveo  ii 
state  of  preparation,  and  possessed  the  raetDsj 
insuring  a  favorable  issue,  it  would  be  bad 
for  this  country,  at  the  present  time,  to  enter  il 
war  with  Great  Britain,  although  perhaps  mi 
weighty  reasons  might  be  adduced  in  support 
such  argument. 

I  will  first  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate 
the  ability  and  strensih  of  the  nation  we 
about,  by  this  bill,  to  declare  war  against, 
tiemen  ought  to  recollect,  that  Great  Briuio 
been  almost  constantly  engaged  in  war  for  twri 
years  past  against  o6e  of  the  most  powerful 
tioos  that  ever  exiAed ;  and  for  a  consider! 
part  of  that  time,  the  energies  of  her  enemy 
been  directed  by  war's  lavorite  ^enius-^Nii 
K.EOW,  who  has  succeeded  in  uniting  nearlf  i 
whole  force  of  the  Continent  of  Europe  agaiait 
her:  a^inst  that  very  nation  which  we  a  re  about 
to  assail ;  and  what  has  been  the  effect  1  isGrett 
Britain  leas  powerful  now,  than  she  was  twentf 
years  ago  ?  No,  sir,  this  constant  warfare  has  it* 
creased  her  powers  instead  of  diminishing  ikeo. 
At  the  commencement  of  the  war,  France  vts 
nearly  her  equal  on  the  oeeal^  and  seveal  other 
nations  of  Europe  maintained  a  powerful  oaril 
force.  But  what  is  their  situation  at  preseotl 
Has  not  Great  Brimin  driven  them  all  from  tbe 
ocean  1  And  does  she  not  remain  sole  mistress? 
I  ask,  gentlemen,  if  her  ability  to  carry  on  a  di*- 
tant  war  by  land  or  sea,  has  diminished?  Tli< 
answer  most  be  that  it  has  increased  with  heroa- 
vy,  and  extended  with  her  dominion.  Great  Brit- 
ain now  comdaands  the  strength  and  resources  of 
most  of  the  West  India  islands,  and  many  of  the 
islands  in  the  Indian  Ocean.  She  controls  tbe 
destinies  of  moreihan  thirty  milliooa  of  people 
ou  the  Continent  pf  Asia.  Aad  she  has,  at  Ui> 
time,  or  will  have,  if  we  engage  in  a  war  wiih 
her,  the  exclusive  benefit  of  the  trade  of  the  world ; 
and  under  these  circumstances  poaseases  the  abil- 
ity to  carry  on  a  war  in  distant  countries  across 
the  oceaq,  beyond  any  nation  ever  heard  of. 

These  considerationa,  Mr.  President,  Lead  me  lo 
the  view  of  our  situation  aad  means  of  deteoee, 
and  of  our  ability  to  carry  immediate  war  into  tbe 
colonies  of  Upper  and  Lower  Canada.  I  will  first 
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Dsider  the  sitvatidn  of  oar  HMritime  fcofttier,  ^* 
Dnio?  at  New  Orleans,  aod  ermine  the  ^itua- 

10  of  that  plaee.  We  learii  from  rhe  War  Office 
It  there  isitfffo  risiDg  of  one  huadred  regular 
ops  sutiooed  near  the  city  for  its  defence.  Now 
trill  ask  any  gentleixiaa  if  that  paltry  foree  is 
fieiei^  for  ihat  object;  aod  if  it  will  not  be  in 
;  power  of  the  British  to  take  possession  of  that 
J  withio  sixty  days  after  your  declaration  of 
it  against  them  ?  if  gentleiu^B  calculate  on  the 
odness  and  forbearance  of  the  enemy,  I  think 
ty  will  be  deceived.  Qreat  Britaio  is  a  wily. 
UTe  nation.  She  has  been  trained  to  war.  She 

11  not  measure  her  steps  and  movemeats  by 
rs;  if  we  areiiot  prepared  to  defend  our  seaports, 
*  will  not  w:ait  until  we  are;  and  should  she 
I  possession  of  New  Orleans,  it  will  cost  much 
kkI  aod  treasure  to  dislodge  her.  Passing  north- 
y  along  our  coast,  let  us  see  what  is  the  situa- 
m  of  oar  most  ?aluable  cities.  Charleston  and 
^rfolk,  as  well  aa  many  other  places  of  less  con- 
|oenee,  ar#  found  exposed  to  marine  attacks, 
id  when  we  reach  the  city  of  New  York  (the 
lioa^t  great  emporium  of  trade)  do  we.  on  view- 
l  its  situation,  Aod  strength  of  the  public  works 

its  defence,  find  it  in  a  perfect  state  of  securi- 
?  No,  sir,  unless  the  greatest  part  of  your  frig- 
s  are  staitooed  there,  te  aid  your  fortifications 
i  gunboats,  it  will  fall  a  prey  to  the  leaeny. 
can  be  assailed  by  a  small  fleet,  with  every  pros- 
tt  of  success.  The  only  resistance  they  would 
»t  with  would  be  in  pasaing  the  fortifications 
Staten  Island,  and  perhaps  a  few  sbou  from 
diow's  and  Ellis's  Islands.  They  might  soon 
lee  tbemselTes  abreast  the  works  at  the  upper 
d  of  the  city,  the  weakest-of  them  all.  And  I 
re  no  doubt  two  seventy-fours  might  silence 
s  work  in  twenty  or  thirty  mln«iteB.  They 
mid  then  meet  with  no  otfaier  resistance  than 
tn  travelling  gucs  on  the'  shore  and  from  the 
eks.  The  re^^ult  would  probably  be,  tbat  the 
y  would  be  set  on  fire^  or  a  contribution  extort- 
from  its  inhabitants.  I  will  now  pass  on  to 
lode  Island.  Doestheprospectof  security  there 
Iter  Qs7  No.  sir.  I  am  told  by  competent  judffes 
It  nothing  short  of  a  force  of  from  three  to  Sre 
>usand  men  can  defend  that  island.  Boston,  it 
said,  can  be  defended,  aod  is,  perhaps,  the  only 
»ire  fJace  of  considerable  consequence  on  the 
ibosra.  In  Tiewing  the  situation  alonff  the  pro- 
see  of  Maine,  and  our  northern  Oeotier  up  the 
rer  Sl  Lawrence,  and  the  Lakes  to  Fort  Mal- 
0,  and  from  thence  to  the  Mississippi,  do  we 
i  fiod  almoat  erery  point  and  j^ace  where  there 
e  inhabitants,  subject  to  ihe  incursions  of  the 
emy  1  Hare  they  not  more  troops  on  and  near 
e  line  than  we  hare  7  Yes,  sir,  they  hare  ten 
our  one,  and  a  militia  which  the  Qoremment 
Canada  hare  been  fully  rigilant  in  training.  I 
iderstand  tbat  erer  since  the  prospect  of  war 
igsQ  to  thieken  in  the  pohtical  horizon,  they 
&re  trained  their  militia  three  or  feftir  times  a 
ontb,  and  hare  paid  theni  daily  'vyages  for  their 
rTiees.  Not  90,  sir,  with  our  militia— they  bare, 
is  true,  been  called  into  th<  public  serrice  to 
» tbe  duty  1^  regular  troops ;  and  what  is  now 


their  situation  ?  Sixteep  hundred  of  the  militia 
of  the  State  of  New  York  bare  been  ordered  into 
public  serrice,  on  the  frontiers  of  that  State,  and 
hare,  as  I  am  informed,  marched  to  their  place  of 
destination.  There  we  find  exhibiting  a  specta- 
cle that  would  wound  4he  feelings  of  the  most 
callous  ntao-— aM<Aot<l  haUj  without  (dankeis  to 
coosTfAem,  vithout  camp  kettie^  to  cook  ihe  fms' 
erable  provmona  furnished  them  by  th&  Gavern" 
ment  cowtracUm^  or  any  one  neeeeeary  for  eamv 
equipage.  Their  c/ffieere  with  the  tHmoet  diMeuU 
iy  pretenttng  their  matching  home  for  M(f  pre* 
eervoHon,  Here,  Mr.  President,!  wish  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  propriety  and  con- 
stitutionality of  calling  out  this  detachment  of 
militia  at  a  time  when  no  enemy^  menaced  an  in- 
rasion.  The  Constitution  only  authorizes  the 
General  Gorernment  to  call  out  the  militia  to 
suppress  Insurrection,  entbi^e  the  laws,  ond  r^l 
iorasion.  And  i  would  ask  whether  eitber  of  these 
erents  had  happened  when  this  corps  of  militia 
were  ordered  oat?  No.  It  it  well  known  that 
no  such  emergency  existed.  But  they  huYc  this 
miserable  consolation,  that  they  are  to  reeeire 
six  dolkirs  imd  iwo*tmrds  a  month,  for  their  ser- 
vices, finding  their  own  clothes,  arms  and-  accou- 
trements. 1  do  not  mention  these  things  with  a 
wish  to  discourage  theinililia  from  serring  their 
eoniHry  when  necessary,  nor  do  I  believe  defend* 
iog  them  in  their  ooostiiutional  rights  will  bare 
that  eflnect,  for  I  am  fuHy  aware  tbat  there  is  no 
class  of  citizens  more  patriotic  or  willing  to  de- 
fend their  eountry  than  they  are.  and  will  be  so 
found  when  the  safety  of  it  shall  really  demand 
their  aer rices. 

I  will  now  resume  the  eonsideration  of  our  sit-. 
tMtion  up  4lie  Lakes  to  Detroit  and  Fort  Maiden. 
Here  it  mftst  be  remembered  that  the  British  com- 
mand the  Lakes.  We  are  told  that  Gtorernor  Hull 
is  marching  to  the  defence  of  Detroit  with  twelre 
hundred  militia  fVom  the  State  of  Ohio,  together 
with  four  hundred  regular  troops,  formed  and  dis- 
ciplined for  action  by  the  brare  Colonel  Boyd. 
These  troops,  1  hope,  will  be  better  supplied  and 
prorided  for  than  those  on  the  frontier  of  New 
York.  It  is  whispered  by  some  of  thefarorites 
who  are  sufiered  to  know  the  projects  of  our  Gor- 
ernment, that  the  British  hare  sent  a  part  of  their 
regular  troops,  together  with  a  number  of  Indians, 
from  Fort  Maiden  to  Fort  Brie,  near  the  Falls  of 
Niagara ;  and  this  is  taken  as  certain  ertdence  of 
the  weakness  of  the  garrison  at  Fort  Maiden,  and 
that  that  fort  may  consequently  be  surprised  and 
taken  by  Gorernor  Hull  with  little  difficulty. 
Now  I  draw  the  ezac(  cootrai'y  conclusion  from 
this  circtimstance ;  for  the  British  most  hare 
known  that  Gbrernor  Hull  was  on  his  march  to 
Detroit,  aod  if  they  had  been  weak  at  Fort  Mai- 
den they  nerer  would  hare  detached  part  of  their 
force  and  sent  it  to  the  aid  of  Fort  Erie.  But 
presuming  they  had  not  heard  of  Gk>r6rnor  Hull's 
march,  and  that  they  hifd  left  that  fort  compsni- 
tirely  defenceless,  they  will  assuredly  learn  it  soon 
enough  to  tare  tne  iKtachment  return  by  water 
befbre  Gorernor  Hull  «ao  reach  Maiden.  And  if 
in  the  attempt  to  take  Fort  Maiden,  Gorernor 


276 


BISTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


Sbnate. 


BoHUitUM  mth  Cheai  Britaift, 


JditlK 


HqU  shculd  meet  with  a  defeat^  the  eoDfteqo«iices 
will  be  alarming;  for  no  Teipforcpmeot  cao  be 
sent  <bimj  nor  any  asMstance afforded  soon  enough 
to  prevent  a  disastrous  termination  of  thn  eapedi- 
tion.  In  that  case  the  British,  with  a  partial  aid 
from  the  Indians,  might  tiross  the  river  and  take 
po|sses6ion  of  Detroit ;  and  if  th.ey  should  then  ob- 
tain the  assistance  of  the  Indians  generally,  it  will 
be  in  their  nower  to  drive  in  all  the  frontier  set- 
tlements or  Ohio;  and  there  can  be  little  doabt 
when  this  war  is  once  commenced  that  nearly  all 
the  Indians  will  flock  to  the  British  standard.  I 
will  here  take  the  liberty  of  adverting  to  com- 
plaints of  our  Government,  in  the  diplomatic  cor- 
respondence with  Mr.  Foster;  and  moi<t acknow- 
ledge, after  so  much  talk  about  British  perfidy, 
with  regard  to  exciting  the  Indians  to  make  war 
upon  us,  I  am  disappointed  when  I  refer  to  the 

rroof  offered  by  the  Executive  on  that  subject, 
did  expeet  that  after  it  was  made  a  particular 
part  of  an  Executive  message  the  proof  offered  in 
its  support  would  have  been  6lear  and  conclusive. 
Far  be  it  from  me  that  I  sbould^wisb  to  become 
the  apologist  for  any  of  the  aggressions  of  the 
British  upon  our  rights,  or  any  ofiheir  unfriendly 
conduct  towards  as,  but  I  think,  if  our  Executive 
instead  of  carping  and  scolding^  about  thevigilaace 
of  the  British,  in  inducing  the  Indians  to  joiinhem, 
in  the  event  of  a  war  between  the  two  countries, 
had  been  tnore  vigilant  in  furniahing  t^e  Indians 
with  the  necessaries  they  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
receiving  from  our  public  trading  houses  and 
other  sources,  and  had  seasonably  recommended 
to  Congress  to  have  authorized  the  Executive  to 
make  the  Indians  some  suitable  presents,  at  proper 
^  times,  it  would  have  been  productive  of  more  good 
to  our  western  frontier.  It  issaid  that  the  British 
furnish  the  Indians  with  arms  and  ammunition  ; 
well,  da  not  our  public  stores  and  traders  do  the 
same  T  And  do  not  the  Indians  depend  upon  their 
arms  and  ammunition  for  their  daily  subsistence? 
It  should  be  recollected  .that  they  are  a  people 
who  live  by  hunting,  and  they  must  be  supplied 
with  arms  and  ammunition  from  some  quarter  or 
other.  While  I  am  on  this  subject,  Mr  President, 
I  will  beg  leave  just  to  notice  the  Indian  war -be- 
tween the  troops  under  the  command  of  Governor 
Harrison,  and  the  Prophet  and  bis  adherents— I 
mean  the  famous  battle  of  Tippecanoe;  and  I 
will  ask,  sir,  for  what  purpose  was  Crovernor  Har- 
rison and  the  arnny  under  his  command  sent 
against  those  people  1 

If  there  was  any  disagreement  between  the  In- 
dians and  our  Government,  why  were  not  discreet 
commissioners  seat  to  treat  with  them  first,  aiid 
let  them  know  that  the  Government  was  willing 
to  do  them  justice?  It  is  natural  to  suppose  that 
the  Prophet  and  his  four  or  five  hundred  asso- 
ciates would  never  have  calculated  on  coercing 
the  Government  of  the  United  Stales  outofrauch 
more  than  what  was  their  Just  right  to  receive. 
And,  upon  what  authoHty  was  this  war  waged  ? 
Was  not  our  army  collected  and  marched  two  or 
three,  hundred  miles,  in  a  threatening  manner, 
and  without  any  declaration  of  war?  And  did 
not  Governor  Harrison  plant  his  army  in  a  me* 


nacing  attitude  before  tlie  Indian  town,  oo 
own  lands,  and  in  tbeirown  territory?   Ad4 
not  the  Prophet  and  his  party  sufficient  r» 
believe  that  everything  dear  to  them  was  at 
Yes,  sir,  their  homes,  their  firesides,  a  ad  ih^ 
was  about  to  be  destroyed,  except  they  sub 
unconditionally  to  the  commander  who  Ini 
haps,  been  the  cause  of  all  the  difficultv 
subsisted  between  the  Indians  and  our 
ment.    And  1  must  here  ask,  Mr.  Presideaiifi 
one  can   Blame  the  Indians  for  fighiiDv, 
such  circumstances  ?    No,  sir.  I  conceive  if 
had  not  fought  they  would  have  debased  b 
nature  itself.    Since,  then,  this  flame  is  kti 
and  that,  too^  by  ourselves,  is  it  prudent  to 
a  premature  war  with  Great  Britain,  and 
her  force  in  reality  and4)penly  in  aid  of  the 
age  tomahawk  and  seal  ping-knife,  alreadf 
against  our  innocent  frontier  settlements?  1 
the  more  prudent  course  would  be  first  lo 
with  -the  Indians,  to  send  some  two  or  (bree 
creet  and  proper  men  among  them  to 
them  justice  and  friendship,  and  really  to 
what  is  iust  and  right  towards  them ;  aod, 
my  word  for  it,  they  would  be  willing  to 
at  peace  withm.    In  the  mean  time  let  us 
and  discipline  our  army  and  fortify  oar  si 
and   harbors.    And  when  we  are  preps 
Ghreat  Britain  does  not,  in  the  mean  time, 
justice,  we  can  then  attack  her  colonies  wiib 
certain  prospects  of  success ;  and,  with  the 
potion,  too,  of  having  first  detached  from  b 
aid  of  asavagetenemy,  whose  known  rale  of 
fare  is  to  spare  neither  age  nor  sex. 

I  will  next;  Mr.  President,  take  a  view  of 
real  effective  disposable  force,  wfaicb^  in  the 
of  immediate  war,  is  to  protect  and  defend 
vast  extent  of  our  Northern  aod  Western  fro 
which  wifl  be  exposed  to  the  incursions  of 
enemy,  especially  if  we  have  war  with  the" 
ish  and  Western  Indians,  both  at  the  same 
If  we  may  consider  the  statement  obtainetJ 
the  head  df  the  War  Department,  as  c 
what  a  discouraging  appearance  does  itafibi 
The  records  in  the  War  Office  tell  us  that,  i 
ing  officers,  there  are  between  six  and  seven 
sand  men  in  the  two  old  armies ;  but  as  to  the 
army  of  25,000*  men,  it  is  difficult  to  gired 
certain  account  of  the  number  recroitfid.  M 
however,  ^aid,  that  orders  have  been  issued  di4 
ing  the  recruiting  officers  to  make  montbif 
turns;  but,  from  infornatton  which  caonol 
doubted,  it  seems  that  these  orders  have  not 
observed ;  so  that  the  War  Department  are 
in  the  dark  as  to  the  nudiber  actually  enlist 
the  new  army.  I  understand,  however,  that 
estimate,  by  the  head  of  the  War  DeparitM 
sets  them  down  at  about  five  thousand,  mort^ 
less,  I  suppose,  as  the  case  may  be.  Bttt,sup]A 
ing  our  three  distinct  armies  to  actually  con 
of  nine  thousand  men,  exclusive  of  the  sH 
(which  will  be  found  a  very  liberal  estimiS 
they  do  not  \hen  give  you  men  enough  to  oi 
the  guns  in  the  works  for  the  defence  of  i 
Western  frontier  and  seaports.  The  most  of  ^ 
six  thousand  men  of  the  old  army  appear  to  I 
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id  o?er  the  whole  extem  of  tb9  Uaited  Suites 
their  Territories;  and,  this  beiDff  the  case, 
re  is  the  army  to  come  from  for  the  invasion 
laoada?  If  gentlemen  calculate  on  the  new 
f  of  25,000  men  for  tiiat  purpose,  I  will  ask 
I  to  show  me  the  army,  or  inform  me  where 
ly  be  found  7  Is  it  under  the  direction  and 
r  discipline  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  on 
;rBDd  (eodezvous  at  Albany ;  or  is  it  only  an 
f  00  paper;  or  is  it  the  small  part  which  may 
uruiied,  and  are  spread  over  the  Union  at  the 
teat  recruiting  places,  following  the  recruit^ 
Krgeant,  and  the  drum  and  fife,  in  the  rags 
eh  happen  to  cover  them  when  they  enlist; 
not  knowing  how  long  they  may  remain  in 
forlorn  condition,  for  the  want  of  provident 
!  in  (be  War  Department  ? 
at,  Mr.  President,  I  will,  fqr  a  moment,  sup- 
^  ibis  army  was  raised,  and  marctied  on  to  the 
)d  parade  near  Albany;  and  I  will  then  ask, 
bow  5000  it  could  be  sufficiently  disciplined 
formed  fit  for  actual  service?  I  do  not  pre* 
1  to  hare  much  military  skill,  but  I  am  inform- 
ly  those  in  whose  judgment  and  experience  I 
eoofide.  that  nine  months,  at  least,  is  neces- 
for  this  purpose,  when  an  army  is  made  up 
aw  recruits.  Y^oung  men  who  have  done  lit- 
iroo  military  daity^  Collected  from  the  differ- 
States  of  the  Union,  inhabiting  different  di- 
es, and  possessing  different  customs  and  man- 
Ssswellas  prejudices;  under  such  circum- 
ices,  it  will,  I  havd  little  doubt,  require  a 
lie  year  to  forFn  the  platoon  officers  of  this. 
ty;  and  officers  cannot  discipline  the  men  till 
fleam  their  ow  n  duty.  - 1  believe  .it  is  quite 
im[)ortaQt  to  have  your  officers  understand 
ir  duty  as  the  men,  if  not  ooore  so ;.  because 
soldiers,  in  the  movements  and  evolutions 
10  army,  are  mere  machines,  actuated  by  the 
ectioQs  of  their  officers ;  which,  if  we  view  the 
tier  grades  of  such  as  the  field,  staff,  and  gen- 
1  officers,  can  we  with  propriety  calculate  on 
experience  of  those  among  them  whose  servi- 
i&  our  Revolutionary  war  have  justly  entitled 
o  to  our  attention  at.  the  present  crisis  in  as 
pie  and  confidential  a  manner  as  if  no  recess 
lapse  of  experience  had  taken  place?  It  strikes 
}Sir,  that  it  may  be  fairly  questioned  whether, 
mage  and  the  want  of  practice  since  1783, 
7  ha?e  not  lost  that  knowledge  their  hard^ex- 
leoce  had  formerly  afforded  them.  However, 
iformypart,  I  am  always  willing  to  repose 
!great(»t  confidence  in  our  Revolutionary  offi- 
'>  and  soldiers,  and  trust  the  young  soldiers 
il  proTe  themselves  equally  worthy  of  my  con- 
foce. 

Before  we  take  the  step  proposed  .by  the  bill 
ore  Qs,  I  think  we  ought  also  to  make  some 
kalation  on  the  general  state  of  the  nation. 
Kccptsome  trifling  Indian  war,  it  will  be  recol- 
cjed  we  have  been  twenty-nine  years  at  peaces 
|d  ha?e  become  a  nation,  in  a  great  degree,  of 
•li'e  money-makers*  We  have  lost  much  of 
Inspirit  of  war  and  chivalry  possessed  by  our 
i^Tolutionary  fathers;  and  we  are  a  people, also, 
oiOTerfond  of  paying  taxes  to.  the  extent  of  our 


ability,  and  thi's  because  our  partes  have  beep 
sweated  down  by  our  lestrictive  system,  till  they 
have  become  lignt. 

,  I  shall  now  b^g  leave  to  trespass  on  your  attenr 
tion^  Mr.  President,  whife  I  advert  to  the  situa- 
tion of  our  small  Imt  daring  navy,  the  increase  of 
which,  it  will  be  remembered,  has  been  decided 
against  by  this  Senate  during  the  present  session. 
It  is  true,  provision  has  been  made  for  rebuilding 
some  three  or  four  frigates,  which  had  been  deem- 
ed unworthy  of  repair ;  and  that  a  small  sum  of 
money  has  been  appropriated  fo|  the  purchase  of 
materials  for  building  some  vessels  of  war  at  a 
future  day,  but  the  appropriation  is  so  scanty  that 
very  little  can  be  expected  from  it.  I  am,  how- 
ever, ready  to  acknowledge  that  the  few  ships  we 
have  ready  for  service  ar^  good  ones,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  but  they  are  kept  in  proper  order  for  im- 
mediate 4Dd  active  employment.  This,  however, 
I  am  perfectly  confident  of,  that  there  is  not  a 
braver  set  of  officers  and  sailors  in  existence, 
than  those  by  whom  they  are  commanded  and 
manned;  but  we  cannot,  therefore,  expect  that 
this  little  fleet,  if  it  mav  be  so  called,  can  be 
competent  to  hold  in  checK  .any  detachment  that 
Great  Britain  is  able  to  send  upon  our  coast  from 
her  thousand  ships.  It  would  be  a  sacrifice  of 
justice  to  imagine  it.  Prior  to  any  declaration  of 
war,  Mr.  President,  my  plan  would  be,  and  my 
first  wish  is,  to  prepare  for  it — to  put  the  country 
in  complete  armor — in  the  attitude  imperiously 
demanded  in  a  crisis  of  war,  and  to  which  it  must 
be  brought  before  any  war  can  be  effective — this, 
too,  would  be  agreeable  to  the  recommendation  of 
the  Executive  ;  but  I  would  not  first  rashly  com- 
mit the  nation  by  siich  a  measure,  and  then  begin 
to  look  about  us  and  try  to  make  preparation  for 
meeting  the  calamity  we  have,  without  consider- 
ation, brought  upon  ourselves. 

It  will  be  necessary,  Mr.  President,  to  take  a 
view  of  the  subject  of  ways  and  means  on  this 
occasion,  and  sea  what  aspect  the  finances  of  the 
nation  affords .  It  is  well  known  to  every  mem- 
ber of  the  Senate,  that  *our  Treasury  is  empty, 
and  that  the  Government  has  been  under  the 
necessity  of  authorizing  loans  in  time  of  peace ; 
but  has  the  sanguine  expectations  relative  to  the 
subscriptions  for  the  eleven  million  loan,  author- 
ized this  session,  been  at  all  answered?  I  be- 
lieve not.  If  my  recollection  serves  me  faith- 
fully, there  is  about  five  millions  still  wanting  to 
complete  the  subscription  to  the  loan  for  the  cur- 
rent yi^ar's  expenditures;  and  here  it  is  worthy 
of  remark,  what  quarter  of  the  Union  has  been 
most  remiss  on  this  patriotic  occasion.  If  I  were 
to  inquire  how  much  the  States  beyond  the  AUe- 

fhany  poountaitis  have  subscribed  to  this  loan,  I 
elieve  the  answer  would  be,  not  one  dollar;  but, 
sir,  if  the  people  in  those  States  have  not  been 
found  forward  in  their  subscriptions  towards  car- 
rying on  the  war,  their  Representatives  have 
made  up  for  this  deficiency  by  being  forward  and 
liberal  enough  in  their  wor  speeches.  They  have 
raised  the  war-whoop  equal  to  those  of  any  sec- 
Moo  of  the  Union,  and  particularly  the  represen- 
tation from  the  State  of  Keiitucky,  one  o(  the 
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gentlemen,  in  this  Senate,  only  excepted.  After 
the  war  is  once  commenced,  however/ 1  presume 
gentlemen  will  find  something  more  fbrcibie  than 
empty  war  speeches  will  be  necessary.  It  will 
not  ble  sufficient,  then,  to  rely  on  war  speeches, 
documents,  nor  proclamations,  to  repel  the  attack 
of  an  enemy,  of  to  carry  war  into  their  territory. 
And  I  have  understood  that  the  people  of  those 
States  are  not  extremely  partial  to  internal  and 
direct  taxes,  nor  were  they  very  promptly  col- 
lected and  paid  there,  when  formerly  laid,  under 
the  Administration  of  Mr.  Adams. 

In  crossing  the  Alleghani&s,  we  look  almost  in 
▼ain  in  the  States  of  Georgia  atid  South  Caro* 
lina  for  that  liberal  spirit  ioT  contributing  to  the 
loan,  which  was  no  doubt  so  much  relied  on  by 
their  representation  in  the  famous  war  speeches, 
when  they  urged  war  on  almost  any  terms.  The 
banks  and  people  of  those  States,  in  refusing  to 
subscribe^  have  evinced  a  backwir<lness,  whicli. 
from  the  language  of  war  held  by  their  represen- 
tation, was  least  to  have  been  expected ;  although 
it  is  there  perhaps  that  we  may  find  the  combus- 
tibles which  have  kindled  this  mighty  war  flame, 
and  precipitated  this  nation  to  the  yerffe  of  ruin. 
'  We  will  now,  sir,  pass  on  to  good  old  Virginia^ 
the  Ancient  Dominion — that  proud  State,  which 
has  governed  this  nation  twenty  years  out  of 
twenty-four — and  there,  sir,  we  may  also  look 
for  her  full  proportion  of  the  cause  and  origin  of 
this  untimely  war  measure,  this  fatal  tragedy, 
which,  before  it  is  over,  will  cause  the  country  to 
aufier  pain  in  every  member,  and  to  bleed  at 
every  pore.    Yes,  sir,  il  Virginians  sans  have  not 
been  as  open  and  ardent  in  producing  this  fatal 
bill  as  those  of  some  other  States,  they  have  no 
doubt  acted  their  part  well  behind  tfie  curtain  as 
prompters.    But  how  stands  this  proud  head  of 
the  nation  on  the  books  for  the  subscription  to 
the  loan  ?    Has  she.  by  the  paltr)[  sum  she  has 
subscribed,  evinced  ner  determination  to  avenge 
her  country's  wrongs?    Or  has  she,  by  that,.8Up* 
ported  the  zeal  so  strongly  and  so  repeatedly  pro- 
fessed ?    We  shal(  find,  sir,  that  these  States  will 
not  be  more  liberal  in  furnishing  soldiers  to  fight 
your  battles  than  they  have  been  in  assisting  in 
the  m,eans  of  maintaining  and  p^yin^   them. 
Their  liberality  and  willingness  to  furntsh  your 
armies,  and  every  other  place  in  the  Governnaent, 
with  officers,  I  do  not  doubt;  but  further,  or  othei* 
aid,  need  be  little  expected. 

If  this  representation  I  have  been  making  to 
the  Senate  be  facts,  whence  are  we  to  expect  sub- 
scriptions to  fill  the  remainder  of  this  loan,  and 
where  is  the  money  to  come  from  after  this  year? 
•  It  is  not,  I  believe,  to  be  expected  from  those 
^States  whose  Representatives  seem  to  be  so  liberal 
In  rotes  and  speeches  for  immediate  war;  but,  if 
it  is  to  be  filled  at  all,  it  .must  be  done  by  the 
States  and  people  north  of  the  Potomac.  Tes, 
sir,  both  the  money  and  men  to  carry  on  the  war, 
must  mostly  come  from  the  Northern  States, 
where  the  people  are  opposed  to  entering  into  the 
war  in  this  blind  and  rash  manner,  without  sys- 
tem or  preparation.  And,  according  to  the  cal- 
culation of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Who 


I  imagine  to  possess  as  much  sagacity  as 
the  Cabinet,  we  have  no  reason  to  expect 
in  future  for  cacryiog  on  the  war  short  of  i 
per  cent.;  and  when  that  takes  ptace^we 
freely  say,  we  have  seen  nearly  all  the  mei 
of  Mr.  Adamses  Administration  rerived 

Mr.  President,  I  have  now  takea  a  view 
ability  of  the  country  we  are  about  to  mat 
upon,  to  sustain  that  war,  and  make  it  ten 
us;  I  have  also  shown  the  wretched  onpr 
situation  my  country  is  in,  ta repel  the  ail 
an  enemy,  much  less  of  carrytog  war  intoti 
^rny's  territory  with  a  probabilitir  of  succa 
I  have  given  a  true  statement  of  the  sitoai 
the  disposable  force  of  the  two  coantries ;  if] 
drawn  a  true  picture  (although  a  rery  di 
able  task  for  me  to  perform)  of  the  sitoat 
bur  country,  and  of  our  present  iqability  tol 
war  upon  Great  Britain  ;  and  if  I  have  D( 
deceived  by  my  zeal  and  anxiety  to  ch( 
passage  of  this  bill  and  to  avoid  the  evils 
in  tny  judgment  it  will  bring  upon  my  h 
country,  (and  my  honest  conviction  is  ihatl 
not.)  can  it  bepossible,  that  as  grave  and  dir 
body  as  this  Senate,  with  the  ackuowledi 
tiee  of  my  statements  before  them,  wiU. 
time,  pass  the  bill  under  consideration  ? 
look  tor  a  blessing  without  the^  use  of 
*means  ?    Does  Qod  in  his  proridence  en 
pense  his  blessings  on  any  but  those  who  ai 
iant  in  the  use  of  means?    Can  ^re  exj 
reapj  if  we  neglect  to  sow?    If  we  do,  tbe^ 
will  ^ul^ly  be  briars,  tfaornsj  and  thistles.   If 
call  on  every  member  of  this  Senate  to  pi 
fore  he  leaps  into  or  crosses  the  Rubice 
daring  war  is  passing  the  Rubicon  in  realit] 
rou  cannot  recross  it  when  you  please.    It 
be  remembered,  that  when  you  oncedeclarej 
you  must  obtain  the  consent  of  your  eoeo| 
fore  you  6an  make  peace.    And  gentlemeoj 
be  assured  that  if  we  do  not  pause  and 
before  we  act,  the  people  will  reflect  and 
ine  our  deeds  after  we  have  acted ;  and  if,  coi 
to  every  principle  of  prudence  and  common 
we  at  this  time  declare  war.  the  people,  wl 
always  governed  by  the  rules  of  common 
deduced  from  practical  observation,  will, 
they  have  had  time  to  reflect,  dismiss  us  ai 
profiuible  servants. 

I  do  not;  Mr.  President,  oppose  the 
the  bill  at  this  time,  or  press  so  hard  loir  its 
ponement,  because  I  doubt  the  justice  of  oun 
or  perfidy  of  the  enemy,  we  are  about  to  ' 
war  upon.  Nor  sbould  I  have  doubted  oar 
ability,  had  our  resources  been  well  husbai 
for  four  or  five  past  years,  to  make  the  war] 
rible  to  our  enemy — ^but  the  tale  of  the  bad 
agement  of  our  resources,  is  too  obvious  and' 
lamentable  to  be  told  at  this  time ;  uithoog h,  i 
out  subjecting  myself  to  the  charge  of  raisii 
cry  aj^ainst  the  Executive,  I  may  assert,  it 
notorious  and  lattien table  fact,  that  the  Presi^ 
neglected  to  fill  the  ranks  in  the  additional  ai 
during  the  period  between  the  adjournment  of  I 
last  and  the  meeting  of  the  present  Congress  ^i 
he  has  also  neglected  to  direet  the  pnrefaase( 
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teeessary  mimttiofts  of  wtr  wben  utpropria- 
i  bad  beeo  made  fay.  the  Rieyentli  CoDgreas, 
otb  parpottea.    Tfaeae  negleeta  natarally  cre- 
a  suspieioa  of  the  Ktnoerity  of  the  Preai- 
i  War  Meaaai^.    There  is  another  fact^  a 
Ds  a  nialeriftl  fact^  which  I  have  heard  ac^ 
riedged  by  almoat  eyerv  member  of  thU  Scn- 
ii  is  this,  that  the  head  of  4he  War  Depart- 
\'u in  agrcal degree  deficient  ia  skill,  oaable 
iKinttize,  aad.  waatiag^ energy  to  execute  the 
nary  busiaees  of  that  departmeat.   Why  not 
!  a  man  of  competent  ahilltf  at  the  head  of 
War  Department,  one  who  will  rednee  the 
ins  of  that  department  to  order,  who  will 
:.«vt  a  regulat  ayatem  of  disoipline  and  gov* 
cat  for  yonr  Army,  and  moite  partiealarJy 
iff  of  it;  so.  that  waen  your  disposable  force 
be  brought  to  act  upon  the  enemy  there  may 
prospect  of  adrantage  or  yietory  ? 
theiakiosp  of  Canada,  Mr.  President,  ia  the 
object  of  the  war,  no  discreet  Execotfre 
id  visb  that  war  declared,  until  he  saw  a 
'  raised,  Concentrated,  and  disciplined,  that 
d  warrant  the  calculation  of  Montreal's  being 
r  possession  within  six  weeks  after  the  de- 
(m)  for  if  Canada  is  not  assailed  in  this 
ler,  ibe  conflict  must  be  lengthy,  and  conse- 
ilf  more  bloody  if  aot  doubtful.    If  you 
aeace  (he  attack  at  Fort  Maiden,  and  pursue 
aemjr  down  the  lakes  and  riyers,  they  wiH 
Uiiig  baek  or  reireatiag  on  their  reiaforoe^ 
I,  aod  constantly  tncreaaing  and  concentra* 
liieir  forces;  and  would  perhaps  be  able  to 
foQT  army  in  cbeck  before  it  reaches  Mon« 
i  but  let  yonr  army  be  enabled  by  its  strength 
a  possess  itself  oL  Montreal,  and  all  the  up- 
mntry  most  fall  or  course ;  yoU  Wo«ild  then 
Ik  able  to  draw  the  line  dividing  your  army 
ibat  of  your  enemy  between  Montreal  and 
^,  and  when  this  is  accomplished  you  hare 
ft  end  to  the  Indian  war,  by  cutting  the  In- 
»off  from  any  further  succor  from  the  Brit- 
Did  1  wish,sir,  to  embarrass  the  Executive 
i  expense  of  the  blood  and  treasure  of.  my 
ty,  I  would  f  ote  for  the  immediate  passage 
Mbill;  I  would  strive  to  bring  on  preoiw* 
■tar,  especially  since  he  haa ,  recommend^ 
^di  moat,  sir,  be  here  permitted  toadi,  who 
hyHhe  grcateat  friendship  for  the> President, 
%  (bat  wish  to  plunge  him  and  the-  nation 
*  Uie  precipice  which  preeents  itself  to  us, 
*w  who  wish  to  cheek  this  hazardeiis-«-tht» 
■ttiastep? 

Jl^QotjMr.  President,  draw  all  these  disconr- 
t  ptctQres,  or  relate  these  lamentable  facts, 
jjje  I  would  shrink  from  the  conflict  or  ter- 
ff  war.  for  the  defence  of  the  rights  of  my 
W  coQDtry,  sooner  than  aqy  gentleman  of 
jwnate,  nor  with  a  wish  that  all  these  evils 
fwrealized ;  my  object  iq  to  avert  them  from 
^eoQutry.  I  do  if,  sir,  to  cheek  the  precipitate 
P<><  pluDgiog  my  country- prematurely  into  a 
|i  viiboui  any  of  the  means  of  making  the 
l^wible  to  our  enemy;  and  with  the  cer- 
JJFibat  It  will  be  terrible  to  ourselvesj  or  at 
"  ^  m  merehanUyPiir  seaporta,  aad  cities. 


Yea,  sir  $  the  millions  that  your  merchants  will 
lose  in  eonsequence  of  this  raah,  this  premature 
step,  will  strike  them  with  ierror  and  dismay 
from  New  Orleaaa  to  Maine ;  and  how  lamenta- 
ble it  ia  that. a  war,  which  has  for  its  avowed  ob- 
ject the  protection  of  commercial  rights,  should 
be  commenced  at  a  time  and  in  a  manner  which 
will  prove  more  destructive  to  coipmerce  iiself 
than  all  the  plundering  and  burnings  of  both 
France  and  Bogland.    out  I  conclude  the  ostea* 
sible  object  of  this  war  is  to  force  the  cotton  aad 
tobacco  trade  into  the  continent  of  Europe,  and 
.  to  support  the  Executive  in  the  declaration,  that 
the  l^rlio  and  Milan  decrees  are  revoked  ;  but  it 
should  be  recollected,  thaf  it  will  not  only  be 
necessary  in  ordes  to  ei^orce  a  raariet  foroor 
cottOB  and  tobacco  upon  the  Continent,  to  obtain 
a  repeal  of  the  British  orders;  but  i(  will  be  also 
neceasary  to  force  Napoleon  to  give  up  his  conti- 
nental system,  or  make  an  exception  in  it  in  our 
favor ;  and  even  if  he  permits  us  to  go  to  the 
Continent  with  the  produce  of  our  soil,  his  tariff 
of  dutiea  is  im  exclusion  to  our  trade,  for  cotton 
and  tobacco  will  scarcely  pay  freight  and  charges. 
I  must  now  ask,  sir,  witn  what  force  we  are  to 
effectuate  all  these  desirable  objects?    Are  our 
six  thousand  men,  and  the  few  raw  recruits  of 
the  new  army  spread  over  the  vast  extent  of 
these  United  States  and  their  [Territories,  and  our 
little  fleet  of  four  oc  five  frigates,  equal  to  the  in- 
vasion of  the  Canadas,  and  the  protection  of  our 
maritime  frontiers,  and  to  strike  the  British  Qov- 
ernment  and  the  inflexible  Napoleon  with  such 
terrors^  that  we  are  to  expect  they  will  abandon 
their  system  of  warfare  against  ^ch  other?    I 
presume  no  oae  will  pretend  to  say  they  are. 
Well,  then,  why  declare  war  at  this  time ;  why 
will  gentlemen  not  defer  until  your  new  army 
of  twenty-fire  thousand  men  are  raised  and  dis- 
ciplined at  for  serrice?    It  must  be  believed,  sir, 
if  we  now  declare  war,  that  the  object  of  it  is 
not  for  the  reduction  of  Canada,  because  we 
have  not  the  means  provided ;  and  I  am  some- 
what at  a  loss  to  discover  the  real  object,  but  if  I 
dare  indulge  a  suspicion  that  the  real  and  avowed 
objects  are  diffirrent,  I  should  say  this  war  is  to  be 
declared,  but  not  prosecuted,  other  than  ip  a  de-> 
Tensive  manner,  ana  consequently  altogether  with- 
in our  o^n  territory,  and  to  operate  as  an  enforce- 
ment  of  the  restrictive  system,  aod  may  with 
propriety  be  called  the  terrapin  war,  and  be  by 
some  .considered  more  popular  than  a  oontino- 
ance  of  the  embargo. 

I  have  heard  .some  complaints  and  charges  of 
inconsistencv  against  those  members  of  Congress 
who  voted  for  raising  the  twenty-five  thouaand 
men,  because  they  would  not  now  vote  for  war  I 
I  never  once  supposed,  nor  would  anybody  in 
their  senses  suppose,  a  vote  to  raise  an  jirmy  as  a 
preparatory  measure  to  coerce  justice  from  a 
neighboring  nation,  would  impose  the  obligation 
of  voting  for  a  declaration  oi  war,  before  that 
army  slioold  be  raised.  For  my  part,  sir,  ever 
since  I  bad  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  this  Senate,  I 
have  uniformly  ?oted  appropriations  for  the  put- 
ting my  country  in  a  state  of  defence,  and  to  pre- 
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pare  it  for  war.  A  eoanlry  well  prepared  to  meet 
war  will  scarcely  fii>d  war  necessary,  bot  if  it 
cannot  be  avoided,  preparation  does  away  half 
its  terrors.  And  if  gentlemen  wiii  show  roe  an 
army 'of  twenty-five  thousand  men.  well  formed, 
disciplined,  and  supplied,  at  the  place  of  the 
grand  rendezvous. near  Albany,  give  us  a  reason- 
able increase  of  our  navy,  and  will  place  both  the 
great  belligerents  on  the  same  footing,  (as  I  con- 
sider tbein  equal  trespassers  on  our  rights,)  then, 
I  say,  if  Great  Britain  will  not  do  us  justice,  I 
will  vote  at  the  proper  time  a  declaration  of  war 
against  her ;  i|nd  I  will  use  my  utmost  exertions  to 
make  the  war  terrible  to  her-rbut  to  dechire  war 
without  the  means  of  making  the  eAemy  feel  its 
horrors,  and  at  a  time  when  it  must  produce  evil 
and  terrors  only  to  ourselves,  strikes  me  with 
astonishAient;  If  war  is  declared  before  we 
have  a  force  raised  sufficient  to  subdue  Canada, 
we  shall  have  war  upon  our  nortfaerd  frontier, 
and  perhaps  it  will  be  pushed  into'our  territory; 
this  will  be  particularly  alarming  and  distressing 
to  the  inhabitants  on  the  Canada  line;  and  your 
militia  will  be  called  out  from  their  usual  busi- 
ness and  avocations  of  life,  into  the  field,  as  sol- 
diers for  the  protection  of  toe  frontier  settlements, 
and  you  will  have  all  the  expense  of  a  regular 
campaign,  without  any  of  its.  benefits;  besides 
that,  the  evils  attending  upon  calling  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  militia  into  actual  service  for  any 
considerable  time,  is  almost  incalculable^  After 
a  short  time,  sickness,  death,  and  many  other 
evils  will  teach  you  the  impropriety  of  relying 
on  them  for  the  carrying  on  the  war ;  and  the 
discouraging  effects,  which  these  calamities  nat- 
urally attendant  on  militia  camps  will  have  on 
the  community,  when  those  who  survive  return 
home  to  their  families  and  friends,  and  tell  the 
mournful  tale,  are  to  be  seriously  deprecated. 

But,  sir,  when  I  look  round  this  Senate,  and 
see  a  number  of  our  Revolutionary  patriots 
who  have  grown  gray  in  the  service  of  their 
country,  my  hopes  are  cheered.  It  is  to  them 
I  look  at  this  tioie;  it  is  from  their  experience 
and  discretion  (venerable  fathers  of  their  coun- 
trjr)  that  that  country  expects  this  impending 
evil  to-,be  averted.  And  can  it  be  possible 
that  the  younger  men  of  this  Senate,  who  OMist 
have  descended  from  so  discreet  and  noble  an 
ancestry  as  their  Revolutionary  fathers  proved 
themselves  to  be,  should  sufier  their  judgment  to 
be  so  misled  as  to  vote  against  the  postponement 
of  this  measure,  which  may,  if  it  passes  under 
the  present  circumstances,  put  to  the  test  the  veYy 
existence  of  the  Constitution  under  which  we 
have  enjoyed  so  much  liberty  and  happiness,  and 
the  attainment  of  which  cost  our  feathers  so  much 
blood  and  treasure! 


T 

Monday,  June  15» 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  declaring  war  between 
Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies,  and  the 
United  States  and  their  territories,"  together 
with  the  motion  made  by  Mr.  Gcrmaii  to  post^  I 


pone  the  further  consideration  thereof  oouli) 
firU  Monday  in  Nuyember  next:  , 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  motiot,! 
was- determined  in  the  nega&ive — yeas  10. m| 
22,  as  follows :         - 

YiAs — Messrs.   Bayard,  Dana,  German,  G 
Goodrich,-  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Lloyd, tod 

Nat» — Messrs.  Anderaoa,  Bibb,  Breot,Co 
of  Tennassee,  Condit,  Crawficnrd,  Catta,  PraaUiD. 
lard,  Giles,  Gregg,  Howell,  Leib,  Pope, 
Smith,  of  Maryland,  Smith,  <>f  New  Yofk,  Tait, 
lor,  Tamer,  Varnim,  and  Worthington.      « 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lsn,  to  ameod  the  bifl, 
follows : 

*<  After  the  word  'that,'  in  the  tfaiid  liBe,tod 
out  to  the  end  of  the  bill,  and  insert  *  the  Presderi 
the  United  States  shall  be,  and  he  Is  heiebj,  ssi 
ixed  to  cause  repriaala  to  be  made  upon  the  pobixi 
private  shj^ps  and  vessels,  goods,  and  merchaodue.) 
longing  to  the  Crown  of  the  United  Kingdom  oj'Gij 
Britain  and  Iiteland,  or  to  the  subjects  thereof^  n 
may  be  found  on  the  high  sCas  or  elsewhere,  excfd 
such  ships,  vessels,  or  property,  as  now  see,  or  mtr 
within  the  ports  and  harbors,  or  under  the  contii 
the  United  States,  and  all  ships,  vessels,  or  propa 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  any  Power  with  whoci 
United  States  are  not  engaged  in  war;  tndforl 
purposes  aforesaid  to  instruct  the  commanders  of  j 
public  armed  vessels  which  are  or  which  shiil  bei 
ployed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  to  ran 
seixe,  and  take,  any  armed  or  other  British  Tcsdj 
longing  to  the  sain  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Brlj 
and  Ireland,  or  to  the  subieets  thereof,  which  ibl 
found  within  the  jurisdictional  limits  of  thr  la 
States  or  elsewhere. on  the  high  seas  as  afbreitid;  i 
such,  captured  vessel,  with  her  app^el,  guni,  tadi 
purtenanoes,  and  the  goods  or  eflects  which  ihil 
found  on  beard  the  same,  being  British  property,  a 
be  brought  within  some  port  of  the  United  Su 
and  shall  be  duly  proceeded  against  and  coodcn 
as  forfeited,  and  shall  accrue  and  l>e  distributed  a 
law  is  or  shall  be  provided  respecting  the  capti 
which  shall  be  made  by  the  public  armed  vesseb  ofl 
United  States. 

•«8kg.  2.  And  he  it  furtha- enacted.  That  the  ft 
ident  of  the  United  States  shall  be,  and  be  b  b«t^ 
authorised  to  grant,  to  the  owners  of  private  armedd 
and  veasels  of  the  United  States,  who  shall  make  ^i 
etL0ia  therefor,  oommtsaions,  in  the  form  which  he  i 
direet,  and  under  the  seal  of  the  United  Stotes;  i 
snch  private  armed  veaaela,  when  duly  eoraoiiisioiN' 
afonnid,  ahall  have  the  aame  lieemeknd  aathoritf 
the  aubduing,  aeising,  and  capturing  anyanM^ 
other  British  vessel,  belonging  to  the  United  KiojA 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ii^land,  or  to  the  subjecta  that 
and  for  the  recapture  of  the  veaaela,  goods,  sod  e^ 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  aa  t|ie  public  ui 
veasels  of  the  United  States  may  by  law  have :  afidd 
be,  in  like  manner,  subject  to  such  inatructionitfdi 
be  ordered  by  the  President  of  the  United  SutOi 
conformity  with  the  established  law  of  nations,  tod  I 
treaties  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  for  the  m^ 
tion  of  their  conduct;  and  (be  commissions  which sii 
be  granted  as  aforesaid  shah  be  revocable  at  the  p)< 
aure  of  the  President  of  the  Uinted  States. 

«  Sac.  8.  And  be  ii  further  enacted.  That  etert  p 
aon  intending  to  set  forth  and  employ  an  armed  ><* 
and  applying  for  a  commission  as  aforesaid,  shali^ 
dace  m  wnting  the  name  and  a  autaUe  desoiptioB 
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minige  and  force  of  theYoMel,  and  the  neme  end 
Bof  residence  of  eaeh  owner  conoeVned  therein ,  the 
ber  of  the  crew,  end  the  nmme  of  the  oommendor 
the  two  officers  next  in  rank,  appointed  fo>  such 
;I ;  which  writing  shall  be  signed  by  the  pecson  or 
nu  making  such  application,  and  filed  with  the 
etery  of  8lata,  jot  shall  he  delivered  to  any  other 
sr  or  person  who  shall  be  eoiployed  to  deliver  out 
commissidns,  to  be  by  him  transmitted  to  the 
ttaiy  of  State. 

3ic.  i.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That,  before  any 
oiition  as  aforesaid  shall  be  iasued,  the  owner  or 
mof  the  ship  or  vessel  for  which  the  same  shall 
equested,  aad  the  commander  thereof  for  the  time 
g,  shall  give  bond  to  the  United  States,  with  at 
;  two  responsible  sureties,  not  interested  in  such 

tl.  in  the  penal  sum  of thousand  dollars ;  or, 

eh  vessel  be  provided  with  more  than  one  hundred 

fifty  men,  then  in  the  penal  sum  of thousand 

in ;  wi(h  condition  that  the  owners  and  officers 
crews  who  shall  be  employed  on  board  of  such  com- 
iioned  vessel  shall  and  will  observe  the  treaties  and 
i  of  the  United  States,  and  the  instructions  which 
I  be  given  them  for  Ihe  regulation  of  their  conduct ; 
will  satiify  all  damages  and  injuries  whfdh  shall 
one  or  committed  contrary  to  th^  tenor  thereof  by^ 
( vessel  daring  her  commission,  and  to  deliver  up 
lime  when  rjevoked  by  the  Presii^nlof  the  United 
es. 

Stc.  5.  And  be  it  further  enaetedt  That  all  pnbUc 
(ivivate  ships  and  vessels,  goods,  and  merchandise, 
D«iiig  to  the  Crown  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 
It  Britain  and  Ireland,  or  to  the  subjects  thereof, 
titer  with  their  apparel,  guns,  and  appurtenances, 
ID  J  goods  or  effects  which  shall  be  found  on  board 
nme,  being  British  property,  and  which  shall  be 
Ared  by  any  private  armed  vessel  or  vessels  of  the 
led  States,  duly  commissioned  as  aforesaid,  shall  be 
Hied,  and  shall  accrue  to  the  owners  thereof,  and 
officers  and  crews  by  whom  such  capture  shall  be 
fe;  and,  on  due  condemnation  had,  shall  be  distrib- 
1  according  to  any  agreement  which  shall  be  be* 
n  them,  or,  in  failure  of  B\kh  agreement,  then  by 
discretion  of  the  court  before  wimm  su<^  condem- 
iiD  shall  be. 

^Bir .  6.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  all  vessels, 
{k  tnd  effects,  jthe  property  of  any  citizen  of  the 
M  States,  or  person  resident  therein,  which  shall 
Itcaptured  mm  aforesaid,  sbaH  be  restored  to  the  law* 
^nera,  upon  payment  by  them,  respectively^  of  a 
t  and  reasonable  salvage,  to  be  determined  by  the 
iul  agreement  of  the  pities  coneerned,  or  hy  the 
vee  of  any  coort  of  the  United  States  having  raari* 
•jurisdiction,  according  to  the  nature  of  ead^  case : 
vcifUdj  That  such  allowance  shall  not  be  less  than 
»<ighth,  or  exceeding  one-half  of  the  lull  value  of 
lb  recapture,  without  any  deduction.  And  such 
*tge  shall  be  distributed  to  and  among  the  owners, 
i«w.  and  crews,  of  the  private  armed  vessel  or  ves- 
Mntitled  thereto,  according  to  any  agreement  which 
■  be  between  them;  or,  in  case  of  no  agreement 
t*  by  the  decree  of  the  court  who  shall  determine 
•ftwchaalvaie. 

•'8K.7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  before 
^ng  bulk  of  any  vessel  which  shall  be  captured 
I  wrcsaid,  or  other  disposal  or  conversion  thereof,  or 
uy  articles  which  shall  be  fonnd  on  board  tlie  same, 
'^  capture  shall  be  bronght  into  some  port  of  die 
«»M  States,  and  shall  be  libelled  and  proceeded 


against  before  the  district  court  of  the  same  districi; 
and  if,  after  a  due  rburse  of  proceedings,  such  capture   j^k 
shall  be  decreed  as  forfeited  in  the  district  court,  or  in^^^ 
the  circuit  court  of  the  same  district,  in  the  case  of 
any  appeal  duly  allowed,  the  same  shall  be  delivered 
to  the  owners  and  captors  concerned  therein,  or  shalf 
be  publicly  sold  by  the  marshal  of  the  same  ^onrt,  as 
shall  be  finally  decreed  and  ordered  by  the  court ;  and 
the  same  court  which  shall  have  final  jurisdiction  of 
any  libel  or  complaint  of  any  capture  as  aforesaid,  shall 
and  may  decree  restitution,  in  whole  or  in  part,  when    - 
the  capture  and  Restraint  shall  have  been  made  with- 
oat  just^cau&e  as  aforesaid ;  and,  if  mode  without  prob- 
able cause,  or  otherwise  unreasonably,  may  order  and 
decree  damages  and  costs  to  the  party  injuited,  and  for 
which  the  owners,  officers,  and  crews  of  the  private 
armed  vessel  or  vessels  by  which  euch  unjust  capture  , 
shall  have  been  made,  and,  also,  such  vessel  or  vessels, 
shall  be  answerable  and  liable. 

"  Sac.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  Brit- 
ish subjects  and  others  who  shall  be  found  acting  on 
board  any  British  vessel  which  shall  be  captured,  or  on 
board  of  any  vessel  of  the  United*  States  which  shall 
be  recaptured  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  reported  to  thh  col- 
lector of  the  port  in  whtoh  they  ^hall  first  arrive,  and 
shall  be  delivered  to  the  custody  of  the*  marshal,  or 
some  civil  or  military  officer  Of  the  United  States,  or 
of  any  State,  in  or  near  such  port,  who  shall  receiye 
and  take  into  custody  the  said  subjects  or  persons  for 
t^eir  safo*keeping  and  support,  kt  the  expense  of  the 
United  States. 

"Skc.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  from  and 
after  the  •  .  day  of  — -—  next,  the  President  of  the 
United  Statea  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  em- 
ploy the  naval  force  of  the  United  States  to  make  re- 
prisals upon  the  public  and  private  armed  vessels,  goods, 
and  merchandise  Monging  to  the  Emperor  of  France' 
afkd  King  of  Italy,  or  his  subjects,  which  may  be  found 
on  the  high  som  and  elsewhere,  and  to  issue  letters  of 
marque  and  reprisal  to  the  private  armed  ahips  or  vee* 
sels  of  the  United  States  against  the  vessels,  aubjects,  ' 
and  property  of  the  said  £mperor  of  France  and  King 
of  Italy,  under  the  provisions  and  limitations  contained ' 
in  this  act  in  respect  to  the  Uni|ed  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland ;  if,  on  or  before  the  said  ■  day 
of ^,  the  said  £mperor  of  France  and  King  of  Italy, 


shall  not  give  to  the  President  of  the  United  States 
satisfactory  and  unequivocal  evidence  of  the  repeal  of 
the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  so  far  as  they  relate  to 
the  neutral  commerce  of  the.  United  States. 

Oq  motion,  by  Mr.  Andbrson,  to  strike  out  the 
ninth  section  or  the  pro]>osed  amendment,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative— yeas  14,  nays  18,  as 
follows : 

YsAS — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell  of 
Tennessee,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Giles, 
Robinson,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  and  Varnum. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bayard,  Condit,  Dana,  German,  Gil- 
man,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  Lam* 
bert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Reed,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Smith  of  New  York,  and  Worthington. 

On  the  question  to  strike  oat  the  original  bill 
after  the  word  "  that,"  as  proposed  by*Mr.  LbiB| 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  15,  naya 
18,  as  follows: 

YsAB — ^Messm.  Bayard,  Condit,  Dana,  German,  Oil- 
man, Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  Lam- 
bert, Leib,  Lloyd,  Reed,  and  Woithingtan. 
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Nats — Meam.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Breni,  Campbell  of 
Tennessee,  Crawford,  Cutts,  FranUin,  Gmillard,  Giles, 
ope,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  and  Varnum. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  LiiOvo.  to  amend  the  origi- 
nal bill,  by  inserting,  after  the  word  ^'that,'^  in 
th^  third  line,  the  words  ^  from  and  after  the  —— 
day  of  -— —  next ;"  it  was  determined  in  the  neg- 
ative—yeas 13)  aays  19,  as  follows: 

TxAa-^Mettrtf.  Bayard,  Dana,  German,  Gilman, 
Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Leib» 
Lloyd,  Pope,  and  Smith  of  Maryland. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell  of 
Tennessee,  Gondit,  Crawford,  Cutta,  Franklin,  Gail- 
lard,  Giles,  Howell,  Reed,  Robinson,  Smith  of  New 
Toifk,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum,  and  Worth- 
iagton. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass  to  a  third 
reading  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  19,  nays  13,  as  follows : 

Ykas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell  of 
Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawford,  Cutttt,  Franklin,  Gail- 
lard,  Giles,  Gregg,  Leib,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  and  Var- 
num. , 

NATs^Messrs.  Bayard,  Dana,  German,  Gilman, 
Goodrich,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Lloyd, 
Pope,  Reed,  and  Worthington. 

On  motion  that  the  Senate  adjourn,  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  afiirmaMve-^yeas  18,  naya  14,  as 
follows: 

TsAO— MoMFs.  Bayard,  Condit,  Dana,  German, 
Giles,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Hunter, 
Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Reed,  Smith  of  Maij^ 
land.  Smith  of  New  York,  and  Worthington. 

NaTa^^-Meesra.  Anderson,  Bibby  fiamt,  Campbell 
of  Tenneaaee,  Crawford^  Cutto,  FranUin,  Gaillard, 
Howell,  Robinaon,  Tait,  Taytor,  Turner,  and  Vamnm. 

So  the  Senate  adjourned. to  eleven  o'clock  to^ 
morrow  morning. 

TuEsoAY,  Jane  16. 
DECLARATION  OP  WAR. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill  from  the  Honse  of 
Representatives,  entitled  *^An  act  declaring  wair 
between  Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies,  and 
the  United  States  and  their  territories,''  were  re- 
ported by  the  committee  correctly  Engrossed. 

Mr.  Batard  moved  to  postpone  the  farther 
consideration  of  the  bill  to  the  thirty-first  day  of 
October  next. 

Mr.  Bataro  said,  that  he  was  entirely  sensible 
of  the  inntility,  in  |;eneral,  of  entering  npon  the 
discussion  of  a  subject  which  had  been  a  lonj^ 
tiine  under  consideration,  an<l  upon, which  it 
might  be  supposed  that  the  opinions  of  members 
were  formed  and  settled ;  but  on  an  occasion  so 
momentous  as  the  present,  he  should  not  feel 
himself  justified  in  submiltiog  even  a  motion  of 
postponement,  without  ofiering  his  reasons  in  sup- 
port of  it.,  Nor  could  he  think,  that  in  giving  a 
silent  vote,  he  had  discharged  the  doty  of  his  sta- 
tion. Gentlemen  would  remark,  that  he  had  Con- 
fined his  motron  to  time,  in  order  that  members 
might  not  be  compromitted  in  supporting  it  who 
might  think  tiie  war  itself  just  and  necessary. 


The  motion  did  not  oppose  or  deny  the 
ciency  of  the  causes,  or  the  policy  of  ibe 
It  went  only  to  affirm  what  he  trtisied  the  c 
of  his  observations  would  render  very  eri 
that  this  was  not  a  time  at  which  war  oniffh 
be  declared. 

He  indulged  a  confidence^  that  opon  so 
an  occasion  the  Senate  would  noc  be  impeIN 
act  by  any  little  passions,  nor  by  any  eoostde 
tions  which  did  not  arise  out  of  an  extended  i 
distinct  yiew  of  the  IntiereMs  of  the  eooatrf. 
is  not  enough  that  we  we  have  caose  of  war; 
must  see  that  we  are  pre^red,  and  in  a  condi 
to  make  war.    Yon  do  not  go  to  war  for  the 
efit  of  your  enemy,  hot  your  own  adraota^ 
not  to  give  proofs  oi  a  yaio  and  heedless  con 
but  to  assert  your  rights  aiid  redress  yonr  wro 
If  you  commence  ho&tilities  before  you  are 
pared  to  strike  a  blowj  and  while  your  cities,  f 
territory,  and  your  property  on  the  ocean,  are 
posed  to  the  mercy  of  a  Grovernment  posses; 
vast  resources  of  war,  what  can  you  expect 
to  add  new  distresses,  defeat,  and  dis^ee  to 
wrongs  of  which  you  complain  ?    It  is  a  stn 
motive  for  war-^  wish  to  gratify  the  rapic 
to  awell  the  triumphs,  and  to  increase  the  i 
lence  of  the  eneoiy. 

Mr.  B.  aaid,  that  neither  the  €K>vernmeot, 
the  people  had  expected,  or  were  prepared 
war.    Even  at  this  moment,  the  general  opto 
abroad  was,  that  there  would  be  no  war,  the 
cantile  and  trading  world  had  continued  to 
upon  thftt  opinion.    Nor  could  people  be 
suaded  that  an  unarmed  nation  was  about  to 
tack  a  nation  armed  cap-a-pie.    No  man 
laid  out  hi»  account  for  this  war,  and  erery 
Would  be  taken  by  surprise  and  unprepared 
its  shock. 

You  have,  at  this  moment,  an  immense 
erty  abroad,  a  great  portion  of  it  in  England,! 
part  fioating  on  the  ocean  and  hastening  to  f 
porta.  The  postponement  proposed  might  si 
a  great  portion  oi  this  property,  and  bring  bo 
the  seamen  now  absent  from  tne  country, 
tiemen  would  remember  the  nuoaber  of  sbt 
which  left  our  ports  on  the  eve  of  an  embs  ^ 
These  vesiels  had  not  bad  time  to  perform  tb< 
voyages,  and  the  greater  part  of*  them  were  sii 
ahnnuL  He  knew  that  some  members  bad 
commiseration  for  the  merchant  who  had  ds 
to  escape  the  embargo,  and  who  had  disre^ 
the  salutary  precautions,  designed,  as  it  was  ^. 
for  his  security.  But  he  did  not  think  it  so 
prising,  nor  culpable,  that  those  whose  propertf' 
consisted  in  ships,  should  be  averse  to  seeios  tfaea 
rotting  at  the  wnarveS)  and  even  disposed  to  ia*, 
cur  risks  to  find  employment  for  them  abroad. 

Even,  however,  if  it  should  be  thought  tbil^ 
the  merchants  had  acted  with  indiscretioo  and 
fully,  it  is  the  part  of  a  parental  Govemmefit. 
such  as  this  on^bt always  to  be,  not  to  punbh  the 
citizens  for  their  misfortunes,  but  to  guard  them 
against  the  efiects  of  their  errors.  Besidps,  t 
loss  of  individual  property  was  a  loss  to  the  Slate. 
as  the  public  strength  was  derived  from  indind- 
ual  resoorces. 
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[e  stated  tWat  t^e  question  of  war  had  been 
biful  till  the  preseQt  moment.  He,  did  not 
,»re  (hat  the  President  himself  expected  war 
le  opening  of  the  setision,  nor  for  a  long  time 
r.  A  menacing  language  was  held  out;  but 
hopes  of  an  accommod^ion  were  far  from 
g  aiiaodoned.  Much  was  expected  from  the 
ice  Regent's  accession  to  his  full  powers.  A 
ige  of  Ministry  was  not  doubted,  and  it  was 
ight  that  in  the  change  of  men,  there  would 
e  been  found  such  a  change  or  principles  and 
sores,  tiiat  the  differences  between  the  two 
eroments  might  be  compromised  and  settled* 
s  expectation  was  protracted  till  it  became 
sly  evident  that  the  Prince  did  not  intend  to 
)ge  his  father's  Ministers,  nor  Xo  depart  from 
r  principles  or  measures.  When  this  discov- 
was  made,  the  Administration  hiul  proceeded 
far  to  recede. 

desperate  as  the  eourse  was  which  now  alone 
aioed  to  be  pursued,  they  supposed  they  were 
ged  to  advance  or  become  the  object  of  re- 
icb  ao<i  scorn  both  to  friends  and  foes.  This 
essity  they  had  brought  upon  themselves,  but 
^  too  late  io  consider  whether  the  condition 
%\  have  been  avoided ;  they  were  pledged  in 

state  of  events  to  attempt  to  extort  from 
at  Britain  bjr  force  the  concession  of  those 
Its  which  their  arguments  had  failed  in  per- 
din^  her  to  yield.  He  had-no  doubt  but  tnat, 
le  months  iga»t^  the  Cabinet  had  seriously  de- 
ftined  upon  resorting  to  hostilities.  But  the 
(orreoce  of  Congress  was  to  be  obtained,  and 
Nher  a  majority  of  both  Houses  oouid  be 
Dgbt  to  take  the  daring  and  hazardous  step, 
mao  in  or  out  of  the  Government,  without 
{ift  of  prophecy,  could  have  predicted. 
fhe  public  mind  had  been  so  repeatedly  dis- 
ced and  deceived  by  boisterous  speeches,  and 
i  but  ephemeral  resolutions,  that  it  had  sunk 
)  a  state  of  apathy,  and  was  no  longer  excited 
Q  by  the  sound  of  war  echoed  in  the  ministe- 

pa per  from  the  proceedings  of  Government. 
ftQ  the  bill  before  us  was  first  brought  up 
&  the  other  House,  it  was  the  opinion  of  very 
'  tbat  it  would  obtain  the  support  of  a  major- 
of  this  body;  and,  even  now,  it  was  likely  to 
^  not  because  it  was  approved  by  a  majority, 

of  the  differences  of  opinion  which  existed 
oag  gentlemen  as  to  other  courses  which  had 
D  proposed. 

t  with  the  light  and  information  possessed  in 
1  body  as  to  the  views  and  designs  of  the  Cab- 
laod  of  Congress,  it  has  been  doubtful  among 
Klres  whether  the  Government  would  resort 
»arj  how  was  it  to  be  known  by  our  mer- 
tai^  or  any  other  class  of  society  unacouainted 
A  the  intentions  and  secret  proceedings  of 
«e  exercising  the  powers  of  the  Gbvernment, 
li  (he  nation  wquld  be  wantonly  plunged  Into 
Bdden  war? 

n«  had  heard  it  said,  that  the  embargo  was  a 
ficient  notice  of  the  design  of  the  Government 

fesort  to  hostilities  upon  its  expiration,  and 
It  the  people  must  be  infatuated,  who,  after 
ca  waroiog,  were  not  apprized  of  (he  approach- 
I2th  Com.  Ist  Sbss.— 10 


ing  crisis.  But  it  is  too  recently  antl  deeply  in 
our  recollection  to  be  forgotten,  that  this  is  not 
the  first  embargo  we  |pive  experienced,  and 
which,  though  of  longer  duration,  we  saw  pass 
away  without  being  followed  by  war. 

The  language  held  the re^  as  to  people  out  of 
doors  who  have  doubted  of  the  war,  is  retorted 
by  the  public  voice  with  equal  confidence  and  on 
better  grounds.  They  rely  upon  your  integrity 
and  wisdom,  and  say  that  Congress  cannot  be  so 
infatuated,  destitute  as  they  are  of  the  means  of 
aggression  or  defence;  to  draw  upon  themselves 
a  war  with  one  of  the  most  powerful  and  formi- 
dable nations  on  the  globe,  if  a  war  with  Great 
Britain  be  thought  unavoidable,  yet,  as  she  leaves 
to  us  the  time  en  cfommenciog  it,  surely  we  ought 
to  select  ^thal  time  when  the  first  shock  shall  be 
least  disastrous,  and  can  best  be  resisted.  Why 
should  we  hurry  into  a  war  from  which  nothing 
but  calamity  can  be  expected?  '  There  is  no  dan- 
ger that  the  redress  of  our  wrongs,  or  the  asser- 
tion of  o^r  rights,  will  be  barred  bv  the  limita- 
tion of  time.  No  time  has  existed  for  years  past 
when  we  had  less  cause  to  complain  of  the  con- 
duct of  Great  Britain.  Her  Vessels  of  war  had 
all  been  withdrawn  from  our  coast,  as  he  pre- 
sumed, in  order  to  avoid  collisions  and  hostility. 
If  the  war  be  suspended  till  November,  the  Gov- 
ernment and  the  people  wilt  both  be  better  pre- 
pared to  sustain  it.  He  was  not  a  friend  to  the 
restrictive  system,  but  with  a  choice  out  of  evils, 
he  shoul()  prefer  the  embargo  to  war.  Postpone 
the  war,  and  we  will  submit  to  the  embargo  till 
November.  This  will  furnish  time  for  the  return 
of  your  ships  and  seamen;  and  if,  at  the  same 
time,  you  will  abandon  the  non-importation  act, 
you  will  replenish  your  Treasury  with  at  least 
twelve  millions  of  dollars,  and  restore  to  your 
citizens  sixty  millions  now  abroad,  and  in  danger 
of  being  lost.  It  appeared  to  him  that  the  course 
which  had  been  pursued  was  the  most  preposter- 
ous imaginable.  For  eighteen  months  past,  we 
had  been  sending  our  property  out  of  the  country, 
and  not  suffering  it  to  return ;  and,  while  con- 
templating a  war  with  Great  Britain,  we  saw 
our  effects  to  an  immense  amount  accumulating 
in  that  Kingdom,  liable,  at  any  moment,  to  fall  a 
prey  to  the  Government,  and  to  be  emploved  in 
support  of  the  war  against  us.  He  aiskea,  why 
rush  with  this  orecipitancy  into  the  war? — 
Are  you  provided  with  means  to  annoy  the  ene- 
my, or  to  defend  yourselves  ?  Have  you  an  army 
or  iiavy  which  can  make  any  impression  ?  Are 
your  exposed  towns  fortified  and  garrisoned? 
Was  any  nation  ever  less  prepared  for  war  ?  It 
would  require  the  whole  military  force  that  you 
now  possess  to  constitute  an  adequate  defence 
for  New  Orleans,  New  York,  and  Newport.  It 
is  very  well  known  that  the  General  who  will 
command  at  New  Orleans  has  declared  to  the 
Government,  that  he  will  not  be  answerable  for 
the  security  of  the  place  with  less  force  than  ten 
thousand  men,  which  is  equal  to  all  the  effective 
troops  yet  raised.  It  would  be  natural  to  suppose 
that  no  Government  would  declare  war  till  it 
was  prepared  to  attack  its  enemy.    In  peace  we 
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require  do  defence,  and  shall  we  declare  war  id 
order  to  defend  ourselves?  But  what  blow  are 
you  prepared  to  strikA  Were  you  able  in  the 
Summer  to  recruit  your  Army  of  twenty-fire 
thousand  men,  could  it  be  employed  io  aDy  ser- 
vice io  the  course  of  this  year?  A  soldier  is  not 
made  in  a  day.  The  authority  of  a  foreign  offi- 
cer, now  in  this  country,  of  the  highest  military 
reputation,  be  had  heard  frequently  cited,  that  it 
required  at  least  fourteen  months  to  form  a  soldier 
of  a  recruit.  This  remark  applied  to  France, 
where  the  officers  have  generally  received  a  mili- 
tary education,  and  where  there  are  so  many 
models  to  imitate,  and  so  many  instructors  to 
teach.  But  here  the  officer  is  to  form  as  well  as 
the  soldier.  The  officer  has  to  learn  his  lesson 
first^  before  he  can  prescribe  the  task  of  the  sol- 
dier. You  may  possibly  have  a  herd  of  men,  but 
you  can  ha?e  no  army  to  lead  into  service  this 
season ;  an<l  if  this  herd  be  led  against  discip- 
lined troops,  you  can  expect  nothing  but  defeat 
and  disgrace. 

But  you  have  not  got,  nor  can  you  get,  the 
men  during  the  present  vear.  These  are  not  the 
days  of  Cadmus.  It  will  require  great  patience 
and  industry,  and  a  considerable  length  of  time, 
to  collect  twenty-five  thousand  men.  Have  you 
the  least  prospect,  if  you  declare  war,  of  attack- 
ing Canada  this  season  ?  It  is  impossible  that 
you  can  do  it  with  efiVct.  You  will  be  suffi- 
ciently occupied  in  defending  your  frontiers 
against  the  savages. 

It  is  not  on  land  then  that  you  expect  immedi- 
ately to  assail  your  enemy.  Is  it  on  the  ocean 
that  the  impression  is  to  be  made  ?  You  have 
twenty  vessels  of  war — Britain  upwards  of  a  thou- 
sand. What  will  avail  the  activity  or  gallantry 
of  your  officers  and  seamen  against  such  disparity 
of  force?  Your  little  Navy  must  fall  immedi- 
ately, or  be  driven  from  the  ocean.  Some  gen- 
tlemen indulge  great  expectations  from  privateers; 
but  has  Great  Britain  any  unarmed  or  unprotected 
trade  which  they  can  attack  ?  Privateers  have 
no  other  object  than  plunder  and  booty.  They 
avoid  armed  vessels— -and,  defended  as  is  the  Brit- 
ish commerce  in  every  part  of  the  world  by  her 
great  naval  force,  it  is  little  to  be  expected  that 
privateering  will  be  attended  with  much  success 
or  encouragement.  But  while  we  are  searching 
for  the  means  of  annoying  the  commerce  of  Brit- 
ain, does  it  become  us  to  overlook  at  this  moment 
the  condition  of  our  own  ?  A  valuable  part  of 
the  trade  from  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
has  not  yet  arrived.  Of  the  numberless  vessels 
which  sailed  upon  the  eve  of  the  embargo,  few 
have  returned.  Your  merchant  vessels  are  without 
convoy  and  utterly  defenceless.  Your  condition 
therefore,  is,  that  with  more  commerce  exposed^ 
your  adversary  will  possess  greater  means  of  an- 
noyance, and  the  consequence  must  be,  that  we 
shall  lose  infinitely  more  than  we  can  expect  to 
gain. 

Under  such  circumstances,  what  should  hurry 
us  into  the  war?  Are  gentlemen  afraid  if  they 
wait  till  November  the  world  will  not  last  long 
enough  to  afford  them  time  to  gratify  in  war  their 


miffhty  resentment  against  Britain  ?  He  belierd.  j 
as  ne  hoped,  that  there  was  no  honorable  g?Di^  j 
man  on  the  floor  who  would  not  live  long  eQou|kj 
to  have  a  complete  surfeit  of  the  war,  thoagbit' 
should  be  postponed  for  a  few  months. 

He  said  he  was  greatly  influenced  in  faisoA*' 
tipn  for  fK)stponing,  by  the  combined  coDsidni' 
tions  of  the  present  defenceless  condition  of  [»• 
country,  and  the  protection  which  Proride 
had  given  us  against  a  maritime  Power  io 
winter  season.  During  the  winter  roontb 
will  be  defended  by  the  elements.  Posipooe 
war  till  November,  and  we  shall  not  have  tod 
an  enemy  on  our  coast  till  April.  In  the  iq 
time,  go  on  with  your  recruiting,  fill  op,  dtscipi; 
and  train  an  army.  Take  the  stations,  it 
please,  which  will  enable  you  to  open  an  i  ^ 
campaign.  Yonr  trade  will  all  have  time  to  j 
turn  before  hostilities  commence,  and  hariogi 
your  ships  and  seamen  at  home,  you  may  be  pf^ 
pared  to  put  forth  ail  your  strengtn  upon  theoeea 
on  the  opening  of  the  ensuing  Spring.  Shall  n^ 
by  an  untimely  precipitancy,  yielding  to  sfttf 
ful  impatience  of  delay,  throw  oar  wealth  im 
the  hands  of  the  enemy^,  and  feed  that  very  npp 
city  which  it  Is  our  object  to  subdue  or  to  puQia " 

We  can  lose  nothing  by  delay ;  much  will 
certainly  saved  ;  and  at  a  moment  pregoaot 
great  events,  it  was  most  evidently  our  true  pot 
to  temporize.  You  give  up  no  right,  yield 
pretension^  and  profit  by  every  day  in  rendei 
the  condition  of  the  country  more  secure,  aod 
attitude  more  formidable.  The  just  appreciate 
of  time  is  among  the  highest  points  of  poliik 
sagacity.  To  know  what  step  the  times 
warrant,  and  to  take  the  step  at  the  proper  tii 
is  cenerally  a  matter  of  more  important  and  di 
cult  consideration  than  the  nature  of  the  pro{ 
measure.  Without  inquiring  whether  war  vtf 
the  right  course  for  the  nation  to  take  under  el^ 
istjng  circumstances,  he  did  most  eonfidentif  i# 
sert  that  this  was  not  the  time  when  war  ot^ 
to  be  commenced. 

Mr.  B.  said  it  belonged  to  the  motion  he  fa4 
submitted  to  bring  under  review  the  alleged  caeji 
of  war,  and  to  inquire  into  the  probability  of  41 
attaining  the  objects  for  which  we  were  to  e«« 
bark  in  the  war.  If  we  are  to  come  out  of  tH 
war,  as  we  enter  into  it,  after  having  wasted 
blood  and  treasure  of  the  nation,  and  loaded  M 
countty  with  debt  and  taxes,  it  would  certain^ 
be  more  rational  to  submit  at  once  to  the  wroogf 
we  endure.  If  we  expect  to  extort  any  concef 
sion  from  Britain,  we  must  be  prepared  fora  loagJ 
obstinate,  and  bloody  conflict. 

Britain  at  this  moment  does  not  court  the  qoa^ 
rel.  She  has  reduced  the  catalogue  of  oar  com- 
plaints; and  though  not  disposed  to  surrender  her 
pretensions,  she  has  evidently  made  advances  to- 
wards conciliation.  The  recent  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil were  desired  to  be  so  considered^  and  she  has 
removed  a  great  source  of  umbrage  m  withdraw- 
ing her  armed  ships  from  our  coasts.  She  had 
offered  satisfaction  for  the  affair  of  the  Chesa- 
peake, which  our  Government  had  accepted — 
which  mast  therefore  be  taken  to  be  honorable 
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nd  sufficient,  and  the  ofieace  which  had.  beea 
iren  completely  expiated. 
We  are  do  longer  at  variance  in  relation  to  the 
)Ioaial  trade.  I^rance  no  longer  has  colonies* 
id  we  have  no  occasion  to  contend  at  present 
irany  etnpty  rights  which  could  be  exercised  if 
ielded. 

The  question,  therefore,  as  to  the  riffht  of  a 
eQtral  to  be  the  carrier  of  the  produce  of  the  col- 
ay  of  a  belligerent,  having  been  reduced  by  the 
rarse  of  the  war  to  a  mere  question  of  theory,  it 
)  longer  entered  into  the  disputes  of  the  two 
rorernments. 

The  question  as  to  the  impressnaent  of  our  sea- 
leQ  did  not  present  insuperable  difficulties.  Brit- 
iD  never  contended  for  a  right  to  impress  Amer- 
;aQ  seamen.  The  right  she  claims  is  to  take 
erowa  subjects  found  in  our  merchant  service, 
•he  exercises  the  right  in  relatioQ  to  her  own 
nivate  vessels.  This  right  she  never  will,  nor 
ID  give  up.  If  our. merchant  flag  were  a  secure 
rotection  to  British  seamen  who  sailed  under  it, 
}e  firitish  navy  roust  be  unmanned  by  desertion  ; 
hile  our  merchants  can,  and  do  pay  a  dollar  for 
rery  shilling  a  sailor  can  earn  in  the  naval  ser- 
ice  of  his  country. 

Can  it  be  expected  that  a  nation  which  depends 
tr  its  existence  upon  its  naval  strength  would 
ielda  principle  threatening  the  destruction  ofit:^ 
laritime  power?  No  war  of  any  duration,  or 
9werer  disastrous,  will  ever  extort  this  conces- 
OQ— she  may  as  well  fall  with  arms  in  her  hands, 
(to  seal  quietly  the  bond  of  her  ruin. 
He  did  not  know  that  our  Government  had 
rer  required  the  unqualified  abandonment  of  the 
ght  tu  impress.  Our  complaints  were  chiefly  of 
le  abuses  com  CD  it  ted  in  the  exerciseof  the  rigbt. 
was  a  practice  frequently  attended  with  vio- 
ace,  iasult,  and  grpss  injustice.  Americans  were. 
f^en,  from  design  or  mistake,  seized  as  British 
ibjects,  and  we  have  abundant  evidence  of  the 
ict,  that  many  of  our  native  seamen  have  been 
treed  into  British  service.  He  had  always  un- 
entood,  however,  that  such  acts  were  not  justi- 
M  by  the  British  Qovernment.  The  Govern- 
i€Qt  have  never  claimed  the  ri^ht  of  holding  an 
^nerican  seamen  against  his  will.  The  preten- 
OBsof  the  two  Governments  upon  this  subject, 
imitted  of  adjustment.  The  chief  embarrass- 
leot  rose  from  the  difficulty  of  distinguishing  the 
liters  of  the  two  countries.  But  he  had  no  doubt 
tat  this,  and  all  other  difficulties  on  the  subject, 
light  be  vanquished  without  having  recourse,  to 
rar. 

The  dispute  as  to  paper  blockades  was,  for  the 
resent,  merged  in  the  Orders  in  Council,  Those 
rders  were  now  to  be  considered  as  comprehend- 
Bg  the  whole  cause  of  war. 

This  subject  deserves  to  be  viewed  in  every 
igk  The  Orders  in  Council  were  not  at  this 
iQe,  ia  truth,  supported  upon  their  original 
[round. 

The  ex-Minister,  Mr.  Canning,  had  publicly 
Qd  candidly  confessed  the  fact.  They  were 
tdopted  as  measures  of  retaliation,  though  they 
keret  deserved  that  character,    He  has  always 


I  considered  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  used  as 
a  mere  pretext.  Those  decrees  were  vain  and 
empty  denunciations  in  relation  to  England.  The 
plain  design  of  the  French  Government  was  to 
deprive  France  of  the  benefits  of  external  com- 
merce, unless  the  profits  of  it  were  divided  with 
herself.  This  was  fully  proved  by  the  license 
trade.  Britain  carries  on  the  v^ery  trade  she  de- 
nies to  neutrals,  and  having  engrossed  the  whole 
to  herself,  she  excludes  neutrals  from  a  partici- 
pation. No  man  was  more  disposed  than  him- 
self to  reprobate  the  wrong  and  injustice  of  the 
British  Government  upon  this  subject.  They 
resort  to  the  French  decrees  to  justify  themselves, 
and  thoo<;h  he  considered  them  as  no  justification, 
yet  our  Government  in  their  conduct  had  admit- 
ted that  the  decrees  placed  us  upon  the  same  foot- 
ing as  to  France,  as  the  orders  did  as  to  England, 
and  required  equal  measures  to  both  nations. 

Our  Government  has  been  pleased  to  say  what 
he  did  not  think,  at  this  time,  any  man  in  the  aa- 
tiQn  believed  besides  themselves.  They  have 
be^n  pleased  to  say  the  decrees  are  repealed. 

This  is  a  fact,  and  asserted  without  any  proofl 
The  decrees  could  only  be  repealed  by  the  same 
power  and  in  the  same  manner  in  which  they 
were  enacted.  They  proceeded  from  the  sovereign 
power  of  France,  and  became  the  law  of  ttie 
Empire.  The  same  power,  in  the  solemn  form  of 
a  law,  could  alone  revoke  them.  We  possess  the 
decrees  in  all  the  forms  of  law,  but  have  we  ever 
seen,  has  the  Government  any  reason  to  believe, 
that  any  decree  in  the  form  of  a  law  has  been 
passed  to  repeal  them  ?  The  promise  of  a  Sove- 
reign to  repeal  a  law  does  not  annul  it^nor  would 
a  reference  of  his  MioiJ^ter  to  its  being  repealed 
have  that  efiect.  Every  Sovereign  Power  pre- 
scribes to  itself  a  form  in  which  its  sovereign  will 
shall  be  known,  when  it  is  to  constitute  a  Jaw  of 
the  land. 

The  decrees  teach  us  what  this  form  is  la 
France,  and  we  have  no  ffround  to  believe  that 
the  decrees  are  repealed,  tul  we  see  an  act  of  the 
Sovereign  in  the  same  form  in  which  they  are 
found.    Such  is  the  course  among  ourselves.    A 
law  is  repealed  by  a  law  passed  in  the  same  form. 
It  is  the  practice  of  every  nation  in  Europe,  and 
of  every  civilized  nation  on  the  earth.    But  evea 
the  promise  to  repeal  was  only  conditional,  audit 
has  never  been  announced  to  us  that  the  Emperor 
considered  the  condition  complied  with  on  our  part, 
by  prohibiting  the  importation  of  British  produce 
ana  manufactures.    In  fact,  daily  accounts  are  - 
received  of  seizures  made  on  the   principles  of 
those  decrees;  and  to  affirm  that  the  decrees  are 
repealed,  was  only  to  add  perfidy  to  the  atrocity 
of  the  conduct  of  the  Freocn,  who  do  not  hesitate 
to  plunder,  burn,  and  destroy^.our  property  on  the 
biffh  seas,even  after  abandoning  the  pretence  with 
which  at  first  they  were  respectful  enough  to  at- 
tempt to  cover  their  violence. 

Nothing  could  be  more  evident  thaii  the  policy 
of  the  French  Emperor,  nor  anything  more  naor- 
tifying  than  the  sucoesb  which  has  attended  his 
juggling.  He  has  contrived  to  satisfy  our  Gov- 
ernment that  he  has  repealed  his  decrees,  while 
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The  ameDdments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  Ad  act 
coocernins  letters  of  marque,  prizes,  and  prize 
goods,"  were  reported  b^  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed ;  and  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time 
as  amended,  and  farther  amended  by  upanimoas 
consent. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amend- 
ed ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
22,  nays  5,  as  follows: 

Ybas — Messn.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brant,  Campbell, 
:of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawford,  Franklin,  GaUlard, 
<yiiman,  Gregg,  Howell,  Leib,  Pope,  Reed,  Robinson, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor, 
Turner,  Varnum,  and  Worthington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Dana,  Goodrich,  Hunter,  Lambert, 
and  Lloyd. 

So  it  was  resolved  that  this  bill  pass  with 
amendments. 

Mr.  Anderson  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

**  Whereas  the  United  States  of  America,  notwith- 
standing the  pacific  disposition  which  has  been  so  dia- 
tinguishingly  evinced  by  them  towards  all  the  nations 
of  the  world,  have,  nevertheless,  been  compelled  to  re- 
aort  to  arms  for  the  maintenance  and  protection  of 
those  rights  which  have  been  achieved  by  the  blood  of 
their  fathers;  and,  although  they  have  a  just  confi- 
dence in  the  strength  of  their  Government,  and  in  the 
vigor  of  their  own  arm,  yet,  being  taught  by  Holy 
Writ,  to  which  they  bow  with  all  due  reverence  and 
submission,  ^  that  the  race  is  not  to  the  swift,  nor  the 
battle  to  the  strong,  but  of  the  Lord  who  willeth  and 
doeUi :"  And  it  being  at  all  times  our  indi^nnble 
•duty  devoutly  to  acknowledge  the  superintendmg  prov- 
idence of  Almislity  God,  em>ecially  in  times  of  impend- 
ing danger  and  pubHc  calamity,  to  reverence  and  adore 
His  immutable  justice,  as  well  as  to  implore  His  mer- 
ciJiul  interposition  for  the  prosperity  of  the  nation: 
Therefore, 

**Ee8ob>ed,  by  the  Senate  itnd  Hotue  of  Hepreienta- 
tivei  of  the  United  StatcM  of  AmerieOy  in  Congress 
asnmtUsd^  That  a  joint  committee  of  lx>th  Houses 
wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  request 
that  he  will  recommend  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States  a  day  of  public  humiliation  and  prayer,  to  be 
observed  by  supplicating  Almighty  God  for  the  safety 
and  welfitf  e  of  these  States,  and  for  the  success  of  their 
arms." 

And  the  motion  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
aeeond  retfdlng. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represeotatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  concur  in 
the  resolutions  passed  by  the  Senate,  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  joint  committee  to  examine  and 
report  what  business  is  necessary  to  be  done 
during  the  present  session,  and  have  appointed  a 
committee  on  their  part.  The  House  of  Hepre- 
aentatives  recede  from  their  disagreement  to  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  for  the  more  perfect  organization  of  the 
Army  of  the  United  States,''  and  concur  therein. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  for  imposing  addi- 
tional duties  upon  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, imported  from  any  foreign  port  or  place,  and 
for  other  porpobes,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committeci  to  consider 


and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Smitb,  of  Mtr^- 
land,  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  and  Ld^ovo,  wen: 
appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  aneo^^i 
ment  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  b:ll.  enth 
^^  An  act  conferring  certain  powers  on  the  Le 
Court  for  the  county  of  Washington,  in  the 
trict  of  Colombia,  and  concurred  therein. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  giving  ralidi 
to  the  sale  ofcertain  tracts  of  public  lands  in  i 
western  district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans, 
Slate  of  Louisiana,"  reported  it  without  ame 
ment. 

Mr.  Reed,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
recommitted  the  bill  authorizing  the  President 
the  United  States  to  lease,  for  a  term  of  j 
any  part  of  the  reservations  of  public  grouod 
the  City  of  Washington,  reported   it   with 
amendment. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  WiIkiD!»oow« 
resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  Ml 
Varnum  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair; 
the  bill  having  been  amended,  the  President  fli 
somed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Varnum  reported  dtf 
bill  with  an  amendment,  which  was  considow 
in  Senate,  and  agreed  to.  t 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engross^ 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?  it  was  detcA 
mined  in  the  affirmative.  " 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  gave  notice  thit  t^ 
morrow  he  should  ask  leave  to  bring-  in  a  ' 
supplementary  to  the  act  fixing  the  Military  P 
Bstablisbment  of  the  United  States. 

The  bilLentitled  ''An  act  to  authorize  the 
suing  of  Treasury  notes,*  was  resumed  as  L 
Committee  of  the  Whole;  and,  after  debate, asP 
the  coasideration  of  confidential  and  £xecDtiff^ 
business,  the  Senate  adjourned.  * 


TfluaaoAY,  June  25. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  JanMs  WilkiBsw 
having  been  reported  by  the  comnaittee  eorrecdf 
engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time,  aad  pMsed. 

The  President  coaimunicated  a  letter  froia 
the  Commissioner  of  the  Cleneral  Land  Office, 
enclosing  a  report  of  the  Land  Cominiasiooer»  it 
St.  Louis,  relative  to  the  lead  minea,  ia  obedieaee 
to  a  provision  contained  in  the  sixth  section  of 
an  act  for  as^certainin^  and  adjusting  the  titles 
and  claims  to  land  within  the  Territory  of  Or- 
leans and  the  district  of  Louisiana ;  and  the  letter 
and  report  were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Cooomittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  **An 
act  authorising  the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes.' 
together  with  the  amendment  reported  by  the 
select  committee;  and,  having  agreed  thereto,  the 
President  reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accord- 
mgly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  ibird 
time  as  amended  7  it  was  determined  ia  the  affir* 
mative-^yeas  19,  nays  5,  as  follows: 

YsAB-— Messrs.  AndeooD,  Bradley,  Bmit»  CaBi|Ml 
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oe  00  coQtineatal  esUblUhment,"  made  report. 
thereupon, 

Reidvedy  That  the  Senate  so  far  recede  from 
leir  ameodmeDts  to  the  bill  abore  menuoned.as 
iat  they  coDCQr  in  the  amendmeots  as  modified 
]  the  committee  of  coofereDce,  and  agree  that 
le  bill  be  so  amended. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Wilkinson  was 
'suoied,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  Mr. 
AR.\ DM  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair;  and, 
fier  debate,  it  was  agreed  that  the  further  coD- 
deraiion  thereof  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 
A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
iforroed  the  Senate  that  the  House  recede  from 
teir  disagreement  to  the  amendments  of  the 
eoaie  to  the  bil),  entitled  '^  An  act-  to  ascertain 
ad  establish  the  western  boundary  of  the  tract 
^rred  for  satisfying  the  military  bounties  al- 
iwed  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virgioiia 
De  CD  continental  establishment,"  and  agree  to 
leameodments  as  modified  by  the  managers  at 
le  conference  thereon.  They  have  passed  a  bill. 
milled  '*  An  act  concerning  letters  of  marque, 
rizes,  and  prize  goods;"  also,  a  bill, entitled  '^An 
(tgivio^  validity  to  the  sale  of  certain  tracts  of 
Qblic  lands,  sold  in  the  western  district  of  the 
'erriiory  of  Orleans,  now  State  of  Louisiana;" 
1  which  bills  they  ref^uest  the  concurrence  of  the 
(Date. 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
issed  to  the  second  reading. 
The  bill  coacerning  letters  of  marque^  prizes, 
Dd  prize  goodsj  was  read  the  secoiid  time  by 
imseDt,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to 
nisistof  five  members,  to  consider  and  report 
lereon;  and  Messrs.  Taylor,  Anderson,  Var- 
um, CuTTS,  and  Smith,  of  Maryland,  were  ap- 
ointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Campbell.,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  com- 

liitee  to  whom  was  referrea  the  bill,  entitled 

Aq  act  autJiorizing  the  issuing  of  Treasury 

otes/'  reported  it  with  an  amendment. 

The  follow! ni;  Message  watt  received  from  the 

lESIDENT  OP  THE  UnITED  StATBS  : 

b  tU  Senate  and  House  of 

Reprtfeniaiives  of  the  United  States  .- 
I  cotofflttoicate  to  CongrMS  copiea  t>f  a  letter  to  tbe 
eoet&ry  of  Sute  from  the  Cbarg^  d'Afiairea  of  tbe 
United  Statea  at  Londori,  and  of  a  note  to  him  from 
n  British  Secretajy  for  Foreign  Afiaira. 

JAMES  MADI60N. 
ici»  22,  1812. 

The  Message  and-copies  therein  meationed  were 

ad. 

The  Senate  reamed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
V^hole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^*An 
et  confirming  claims  to  landa  in  the  Missisaippi 
■  err i tor y^  founded  on  warrants  of  survey  granted 
y  the  Spanish  Government."  together  with  the 
mendmenta  reported  thereto  by  tbe  select  com- 
mittee; andf  having  agreed  to  tbe  amendments, 
be  President  reported  the  bill  to  the  House  ac- 
ordiagiy. 

Oq  the  qnestioD,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
ime  as  amended ?  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
>nnative. 


TDE3DAY,  June  23. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  '^  An  act 
confirming  claims  to  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory, founded  on  warrants  of  survey  granted'bf 
the  Spanish  Government,"  having  been  reported 
by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill 
was  read  a  third  time  as  amended,  and  passed 
with  amendments. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives- 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  agree  to  the 
amendments  of  tbe  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
*•  An  act  conferring  certain  powers  on  the  Levy^ 
Court  for  the  county  of  Washington,  in  the  Dis- 
trict  of  Columbia,"  with  an  amendment ;  in  wbfebi 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  Ther 
have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  imposing  at^* 
ditional  duties  upon  all  goods,  wares,  and  mer* 
cbandise,  imported  from  any  foreign  port  or  place, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  in  which  bill  they  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  waa 
read,  aiid  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bayard,  the  bill,  entitled 
*•  An  act  concerning  the  Levy  Court  of  the  county 
of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  was 
postponed  to  the  first  Monday  in  December  next. 

Mr.  Goodrich,  from  the  committee  to  whoai 
was  referred  the  bill|  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Anna  Young,  heiress  and  representative  of 
Colonel  John  Darkce^  deceased,"  reported  it  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  to  whom  waa 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  *'  An  act  making  an  ap« 
propriatioa  for  tha  purpose  of  discharging  all  the 
oiustanding  claims  for  the  construction  and  re- 
pair of  the  Capitol  and  the  President's  house,  for 
the  compensation  of  the  late  Surveyor  of  tbe 
Public  Buildings,  and  for  furniture  for  the  differ- 
ent apartments  of  tbe  Capitol,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," reported  it  with  amendments. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  submitted  yesterday,  by  Mr.  Leib,  for 
appointing  a  joint  committee  to  examine  and  re- 
port what  business  is  necessary  to  be  done  during 
the  present  session;  and,  bavins  agreed  thereto, 
Messrs.  Leib,  Lloyd,  Bayard,  CoNDiT,and  Tay- 
lor, were  appointed  the  committee  on  the  pari 
of  the  Senate. 

Tbe  bill,  entitled  *'  An  act  giving  validity  to 
the  sale  ot  certain  tracts  of  public  Uihds  sold  ia 
the  western  district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans, 
now  State  of  Louisiana,"  was  read  the  secona 
time,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Tait,Bibb, 
and  Franklin,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  to  whom  waa 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^*  An  act  concerning  let- 
ters of  marque,  prizes,  and  prise  goods,"  reported 
it  with  ameodineats ;  which  were  read,  and  con- 
sidered as  in  Committee  of  the  Wbole;  and, 
havii^  asreed  thereto  in  part,  and  further  amend- 
ed tbe  bill,  the  President  reported  it  to  the  House 
accordingly* 

On  the  question  J  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  waa  determined  in  the  af- 
firmaiive. 
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Wedmc8dat.  June  24. 

The  amendmeDts  to  the  bill,  entitled  "Ad  act 
coocernin^  letters  of  marque,  prizes,  and  prize 
goods,'^  were  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed;  and  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time 
as  amended,  and  farther  amended  by  unanimoas 
consent. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amend- 
ed? it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
22,  nays  5,  as  follows: 

YiAi — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell, 
•of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawford,  Franklin,  Gaillard, 
Criiman,  Gregg,  Howell,  Leib,  Pope,  Reed,  Robinson, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor, 
Turner,  Varnum,  and  Wortbington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Dana,  Goodrich,  Hunter,  Lambert, 
«nd  Lloyd. 

So  it  was  resolved  that  this  bill  pass  with 
amendments. 

Mr.  Anderson  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

**  Whereas  the  United  States  of  America,  notwith- 
standing the  pacific  disposition  which  has  been  so  dia- 
tinguishingly  evinced  by  them  towards  all  the  nations 
of  the  world,  have,  nevertheless,  been  compelled  to  re- 
sort to  arms  for  the  maintenance  and  protection  of 
those  rights  which  have  been  achieved  by  the  blood  of 
their  faUiers;  and,  although  they  have  a  just  confi- 
dence in  the  strength  of  their  Government,  and  in  the 
Yigor  of  their  own  arm,  yet,  being  taught  by  Holy 
Writ,  to  which  they  bow  with  all  due  reverence  and 
sabmissioB,  "  that  the  race  is  not  to  the  swift,  nor  the 
battle  to  the  strong,  but  of  the  Lord  who  wiUeth  and 
doeUi  :*'  And  it  being  at  all  times  our  indi^naable 
duty  devoutly  to  acknowledge  the  supermtendmg  prov- 
idence of  Almighty  God,  eiq[>ecially  in  times  of  impend- 
ing dang^  and  public  calamity,  to  reverence  and  adore 
His  immutable  justice,  as  well  as  to  implore  His  mer- 
dful  interposition  for  the  prosperity  of  the  nation: 
Tberefore, 

^Ruohed,  bv  the  Senate  itnd  House  of  Representa- 
iivei  of  the  United  StaitM  of  America^  in  Congreea 
(uaemoledt  That  a  joint  committee  of  both  Houses 
wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  request 
that  he  will  recommend  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States  a  day  of  public  humiliation  and  prayer,  to  be 
observed  by  supplicating  Almighty  God  for  the  safety 
and  welfiire  of  these  States,  and  for  the  success  of  their 
arms." 

And  the  motion  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
aeeond  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represeotatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  concur  in 
the  resolutions  passed  by  the  Senate,  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  joint  committee  to  examine  and 
report  what  business  is  necessary  to  be  done 
during  the  present  session,  and  have  appointed  a 
committee  on  their  part.  The  House  of  Hepre- 
aentatives  recede  from  their  disagreement  to  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
*'An  ac(  for  the  more  perfect  organization  of  the 
Army  of  the  United  States,"  and  concur  therein. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  for  imposing  addi- 
tional duties  upon  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, imported  from  any  foreign  port  or  place,  and 
for  other  purpobes,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider 


and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Miif- 
land,  Campbeix,  of  Tennessee,  and  Ld.0T0,  woe 
appointed  the  comrhittee. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  ameo^- 
ment  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  \!k$ 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill.  estiJel 
^*  An  act  conferring  certain  powers  oo  the  Lf 
Court  for  the  county  of  Washington,  in  the  ~ 
trict  of  Colombia,  and  concurred  therein. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  giving  valuii 
to  the  sale  oPcertain  tracts  of  public  laods  in  t! 
western  district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans, 
State  of  Louisiana^"  reported  it  without  ame 
ment. 

Mr.  Reed,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
recommitted  the  bill  authorizing  the  President 
the  United  States  to  lease,  for  a  term  of  y 
any  part  of  the  reservations  of  public  ground 
the  City  of  Washington,  reported   it  with 
amendment. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Wilkinson 
resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
Varnum  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair; 
the  bill  having  been  amended,  the  Presideot 
somed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Varngm  reported 
bill  with  an  amendment,  which  was  coosid 
in  Senate,  and  agreed  to. 

Oo  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engr 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?  it  was  deti 
mined  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland^  gave  notice  that 
morrow  he  sbould  ask  leave  to  bring-  in  a 
supplementary  to  the  act  fixing  the  Military  P 
Bstablisbment  of  the  United  Slates. 

The  bilLentitled  ''An  act  to  authorize  the 
suing  of  Treasury  notes,*  v^as  resumed  as 
Committee  of  the  Whole;  and,  after  debate, 
the  coasideratioo  of  confidential  and  Ezecoti 
business,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Thdbsday,  June  25. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Wilkiaaoi 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  eorrectlf 
engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  pnssed. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  froai 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
enclosing  a  report  of  the  Land  Commiaaioner^  at 
St.  Louis,  relative  to  Ibe  lead  minea,  ta  obedieaee 
to  a  provision  contained  in  the  sixth  section  of 
an  act  for  ascertaining  and  adjusting  the  (itJei 
and  claims  to  land  within  the  Territory  of  Or- 
leans and  the  district  of  Louisiana ;  and  the  letter 
and  report  were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An 
act  authorising  (he  issuing  of  Treasury  notes," 
together  with  the  amendment  reported  by  the 
select  committee;  and,  having  agreed  thereto^  the 
President  reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accord- 
mgly. 

Oo  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  7  it  was  determined  ia  the  nffir* 
mative — yeas  19,  nays  5,  as  follows: 

YsAa— Meanrs.  Andeqam,  Bradley,  Brant,  CampMl 
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On  the  qoestioD,  Xo  agree  to  tbe  following 
nendment:  strike  oat  *'  one  handred,"  section  1, 
ie  3.  it  wa^  determined  in  the  negatire — yeas 
\  aays  19^  as  follows  r 

Yii»— MessTB.  Bayard,  Dana,  German,  Giles,  Gil- 
m,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Huntef,  Lambert,  Lloyd, 
pc,  Reed,  and  8mith,  of  Maryland. 
Nats — Metsrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bradley,  Brent, 
fflpbell  of  Tennessee,  Gondii,  Crawford,  Cutts, 
loklin,  Gaillard,  Howell,  Leib,  Robinson,  Smith  of 
nrYoik,  Tatt,  Taylor,  Tamer,  Vamom,  and  Wor« 

BgtDD. 

Oo  the  question  to  agree  to  the  amendment 
}posed,  to  strike  oat  the  words  "passing  of  this 
t,"  section  1,  line  7,  it  was  determined  in  the 
gative— yeas  15,  nays  17,  as  follows: 

flit— Messrs.  Bayard,  Brent,  Dana,  German,  Giles, 
tman,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Lloyd, 
pe,  Reed«  Smith  of  Maryland,  and  Smith  of  New 
>A. 

I^iT»— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bradley,  Campbell 
TeoDessee,  Condtt,  Crawford,  Cntts,    Franklin, 
dUard,  Howell,  Leib,  Robinson,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tnr- 
r,  Varnum,  and  Wortfaington. 

And,  having  disagreed  to  the  report  of  the  se* 
:t  committee,  the  Pbesioent  resumed  the  Chair, 
d  Mr.  Gaillard  reported  the  bill  to  the  Hous^ 
ihout  ameodment. 

Oo  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
le?  it  was  deteraiiaed  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
,  nays  10,  as  follows: 

XI1&— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bradley,  Brent, 
apbetl  of  Tenneajaee,  Gondii,  Crawfonl,  Cntts, 
iDklio,  Gaillard,  Howell,  Lambert,  Leib,  Pope,  Rob- 
m,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait, 
lylor,  Turner,  Vamum,  and  Worthington. 
NiTs—Messrs.  Bayard,  Dana,  German,  Giles,  Gil- 
>a.  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lloyd,  and  Reed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
formed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
e  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  compensate  for  his 
fyices  the  President  fro  tempore  of  the  Senate. 
•tinjassuch  when  the  office  of  Vice  President 
'the  United. States  shall  be  vacant  f*  also,  the 
B,  entitled  ^'An  act  to  facilitate  the  transfer  of 
Ock  created  under  an  act  passed  on  the  10th  of 
oreraber,  1803;"  in  which  bills  tbejr  request  the 
ftcarrence  of  the  Senate. 


TuBSDAT,  June  30. 

The  Pbesidcnt  communicated  a  letter,  signed 
tiltiam  Daane,  with  a  treatise  oH  military  tae- 
t^;  and  the  letter  was  read. 

On  motion,  by  Mr,  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
^ident  was  requested  to  aeknowledge  (he  re- 
jjpt  of  the  « Hand  Book  for  Infantry,"  from 
nilliam  Doane. 

Mr.  Lloto  presented  the  memorial  of  the  in- 
JtbiuDts  of  the  town  of  8alem,  in  the  State  of 
^iiQchtisetts,  deprecating  a  war  with  €h«at 
3niaiQ,aDd  representing  it  peculiarly  calamitous 
^  them,  in  the  exposed  situation  Of  their  com- 
B^ce ;  and  the  memorial  was  read. 

The  President  eomrnqnicated  a  report -t>f  the 
Kcretary  for  tbe  Department  of  War,  on  th«  me* 


morial  of  the  citizens  of  Newcastle,  in  the  State 
of  Delaware,  and  its  vicinity,  referred  to  him  on 
the  S6th  instant ;  and  the  report  was  read. 

The  PaasiDCNTalso  communicated  a  Ktatemeiii 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  citizens  of  New  York, 
signed  Henry  Rutgers,  chairman,  approving  the 
measures  of  Goyernmeotat  this  eventful  crista ; 
which  was  read. 

Mr.  Tait  presented  a  copy  of  the  resolution  en- 
tered into  by  citizens  of  Milledgeville  and  its  vi- 
cifaity,  in  the  Stale  of  Georgia,  expreasing  their 
confidence  in  the  National  Councils,  and  their  de- 
termination to  support  the  measures  of  Govern* 
ment ;  which  was  read. 

The  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  to  facilitate  tbe  trans- 
fer of  stoek,  created  under  an  act  passed  the  lOih 
of  November,  1803,"  was  read  three  titoes  by  unan- 
imous consent,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  to  compensate  for 
his  services  the  President  pro  tempore  of  the 
Senate,  acting  as  such  when  tbe  office  of  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States  aball  be  vacant," 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  fixmg  the 
Military  Peace  Establishment  of  the  United 
States,  having  been  reported  by  the  committee 
correctly  engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time  and 
amended  by  unauimous  consent. 

Resoltedj  That  thia  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be  ''An  act  lespectiog  tbe  pay  of  the  Ar* 
my  of  the  United  States." 

Tbe  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  giving  validity  to  the 
sale  of  certain  tracts  of  public  land  in  the  West- 
ern district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  now  State 
of  Louisiai^e,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Anna 
Youns:,  heiress  and  representative  of  Colonel 
John  Dorkee,  deceased,"  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  resolution  requesting  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  recommend  a  day  of  public  hu- 
miliation and  prayer,  having  been  reported  by 
the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  was  read  the 
third  time. 

Oo  the  question.  Shall  ihn  resolution  pass?  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  20,  nays 
4,  as  follows : 

YsAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bayard,  Brent,  Condit, 
Crawford,  Gotta,  Gaillard,  German,  Giles,  Goodrich, 
Horsey,  Howell,  Lambert,  Lloyd,  Robinson,  Tait,  Tay- 
lor, Turner,  Vamum,  and  Worthington. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bibb,  Franklin,  Oilman,  and  Smith 
of  New  York. 

So  the  resolution  passed  as  follows: 

**  It  being  a  duty  peculiarly  incumbent  in  a  time  of 
public  calamity  and  war,  humbly  and  devoutly  to  ac- 
knowledge our  dependence  on  Almighty  God,  and  to 
implore  hia  aid  and  protection  :  Therefore, 

"  Resolved^  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representor 
tives  of  the  United  States  of  Ameriea,  in  Congress  aS' 
sembled,  That  a  joint  committee  of  both  Houses  of 
Congress  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  Stetes, 
and  request  that  he  recommend  a  day  of  public  humili- 
ation and  prayer,  to  be  observed  by  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  with  religious  solemniW  and  the  oftring 
of  fervent  sopplicattoai  to  Almigh^  God  for  tha  safety 
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«jid  welikre  of  these  8ut«i»  hw  bleMng  on  their  Ainu 
and  the  speedy  restoration  of  peace." 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Andebson  and  Gk>op- 
Bioa  be  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  reeede  from 
their  disagreement  to  tbeamendmeatsof  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  biir,  entitled,  "An  act  supplementarY  to 
'An  act  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  raise  certain  companies  of  rangers  for 
the  protection  ofthe  frontier  of  the  United  States." 
They  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  sitppla- 
mectarjr  to  an  act,  entitled  ^An  act  giving  farther 
time  to  purchasers  of  public  lands  northwest  of 
the  river  Ohio  to  complete  their  payments,"  in 
which  bill  they  request  the  concorrence  of  the 
Senate.      « 

The  bill  last  brought  ap  for  concurrence  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  imposing  addi- 
tional duties  upon  all  goods,  wares,  and  nierchan- 
^se,  imported  from  any  foreign  port  or  place,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  was  reiid  the  third  time. 

Oa  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass?  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  20,  nays  9,  as 
follows : 

Ybas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bradley,  Brent, 
Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawford,  Cntts, 
PranUin,  Gaillard,  Howell,  Lambert,  Leib,  Robinson, 
Smith  of  New  Yori^,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tamer,  YaiotMn, 
and  Worthington. 

Nats-— Meesrs.  Bayard,  Dana,  Cennan,  Giles,  Gil- 
aan,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Hunter,  and  Lloyd. 

So  it  was  resolved  that  this  bill  pass. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  confirming  grants  to 
lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  derived  from 
the  British  Government  of  West  Florida,  not  aub- 
aeqoently  regranted  by  the  Gover-nment  of  Spain 
or  of  the  United  States,"  was  considered^  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  no  amendment 
having  been  proposed,  it  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

.  The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act 
making  an  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
charging ail  the  outstanding  claims  for  the  eon- 
atcnction  and  repair  of  the  Capitol  and  the  Presi- 
dent's house,  for  the  compensation  of  the  late  Sur- 
veyor of  the  Public  Buildings,  and  for  furniture 
for  the  different  apartments  of  the  Capitol,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  having  been  reported  by  the 
committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  .was  read 
A  third  time  as  amended. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  Seoaie  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  concerning  in- 
valid pensioners,"  together  with  the  amendments 
reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee,  and  Mr. 
Vabnum  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair,  and  the 
amendments  having  been  agreed  to,  the  President 
resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Y  armum  reported  the 
hill  with  amendments,  which  were  considered  in 
the  Senate  and  agreed  to. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
mative. 


ment  of  the  Bouse  of  Rejiresenta lives  to  the  I 
authorizing  the  President  of  the  Unked  State* 
lease,  for  a  term  of  years,  any  part  of  the  resei 
tioos  of  public  ground  in  the  City  of  Washii^ 
and,  resolved  tnat  they  do  not  concur  thereio. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  resolution  to  aath 
the  Secretarv  of  the  Senate  to  pay  Henry  B 
and  others  fifty  dollari  each,  as  an  additional  c 
pensation  for  their  services  daring  the  pri 
session. 

On  the  question,  Shall  thia  resatotioa  be 
grossed  and  read  a  third  time?  it  was  deter 
in  the  affirmative. 

The  following  Message  was  receired  frooi 

PBBSinBNT  OF  THE  UlfflTEO  STATES  : 

To  the  Senate  and  Home  of 

Rgjrteentatwet  of  the  United  States  / 

With  a  view  the  better  to  adapt  to  the  puUtc 
the  volOQteer  forcto  contemplated  by  the  act  paan4 
the  sixth  day  of  Febmary,  I  recommend  to  the 
eratioa  of  Congress  the  expediency  of  aaafciiig  tht 
qoisite  pfovision  for  the  officers  thereof  being 
sioned  h^  the  authority  of  the  United  Statea. 

Considering  the  distribution  of  the  military  ibi 
the  United  States  required  by  the  circnmstancet 
country,  I  recommend  also  to  the  consideration  of 
gross  the  expediency  of  pronding  for  the  appoiii 
of  an  additional  number  of  general  officerst  and  ot 
ties  in  tiiie  adjutant'*,  quartermaster's,  inapector's, 
paymaster's  departments  of  the  army,  and  far  the 
ployment,  in  cases  of  eneigeney,  of  additiona] 
neers.  JAMBS  MADId05 

Jvara  80,  181S. 

The  Message  was  read ;  and,  referred  to  a 

committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon ; 
Messrs.  SMiTRofMaryland,AHOER80N,  and  G 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

a 
WEONEsnAT,  July  1. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representati4| 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  recede  fnf 
their  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^*An  ac(d| 
thorizing  the  President  of  the  United  Statof 
lease,  for  a  term  of  years,  any  part  of  the  reseria 
tions  of  public  ground  in  the  City  of  Washiogtorf 
They  disagree  to  the  first  amendment  of  the  SA 
ate  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^*An  act  making  an  appii 
priation  for  the  purpose  of  discharging  all  the  otf 
standing  claims  for  the  construction  and  repair  il 
the  Capitol  and  President's  house  ;  for  the  con* 
pensation  of  the  late  Sot  veyor  of  the  Public  Build- 
ings ;  and  for  furniture  for  the  different  apartmeaa 
of  the  Capitol,  and  other  purpoeea,"  and  agreed 
the  other  amendment  with  an  amendment 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  ameoi* 
ment  to  the  bill  making  appropriations  respKt 
ing  the  Capitol,  mentioned  as  disagreed  to  by  tk 
House  of  Kepreseniatives  in  the  last  message: 
Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  ihey  recede  from  their  first 
amendment,  and  agree  to  the  amendment  of  t^ 
Hotiae  of  Represeotativea  to  the  other  amead- 
ment  to  the  raid  bill. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  aet 


eanoerniog  invalid  peaaionefs,"  having  been  re- 
The  Senate  took  into  conaideratioii  the  amend- 1  parted  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the 
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)a  the  qaestiOD,  fo  agree  to  the  following 
eDdment:  strike  oat  *'  one  hiondred,"  section  1, 
?3.  iiwa^  determiDed  in  the  n^ative — yeas 
oays  19, as  follows: 

''ii»— Messrs.  Bayard,  Dani,  German,  Giles,  Gil- 
1,  Goodrich,  Horseyi  Huntef,  Lambert,  Llojd, 
le,  Reed,  and  Smith,  of  Maryland. 
fiTs—Messrs.  Anderson,  Bihb,  Bradley,  Brent, 
Bpbell  of  Tennessee,  Cdndit,  Crawford*  Cutts, 
Aklin,  Gaillard,  Howell,  Leib,  Robinson,  Smith  Of 
wYork,  Tail,  Taylor,  Tamer,  Varnum,  «id  Wor* 

IgiOQ. 

)d  the  question  to  agree  to  the  amendment 
posed,  to  strike  out  the  words  "passing  of  this 
i*' section  1,  line  7,  it  was  determine  in  the 
;ative~yeas  15,  nays  17,  as  follows : 

fiAS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Brent,  Dana,  German,  Giles, 
nan,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Lloyd, 
w,  Reed,  Smith  of  Maryland,  and  Smith  of  New 

fiTs— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bradley,  CampbeU 
Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawford,  Catts,  Franklin, 
Bard,  Howell,  Leib,  Robinson,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tur- 
I  YaroDm,  and  Worthington. 

lod,  having  disagreed  to  the  report  of  the  se- 

Icommittee,  the  President  resumed  the  Chair, 

[  Mr.  Gaillard  reported  the  bill  to  the  Hous^ 

houtameodment. 

)o  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 

le?  it  was  determiaed  io  the  affirmative— ^yeas 

nays  10,  as  follows : 

fuK— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bradley,  Brent, 
apbell  of  TennesMO,  Gondii,  Crawford,  Cults, 
pklin,  Gaillard,  Howell,  Lambert,  Leib,  Pope,  Rob- 
)D,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait, 
fbr,  Turner,  Varnum,  and  Worthington. 
fiTs^Messrs.  Bayard,  Dana,  German,  Giles,  Gil- 
B,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Hdnter,  Lloyd,  and  Reed*   . 

I  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
Drmed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
'bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  compensate  for  his 
rices  ihe  President  pro  tempore  of  the  Senate, 
in?  as  such  when  the  office  of  Vice  President 
the  United. States  shall  be  vacant ;"  also,  the 
Untitled  "An  act  to  facilitate  the  transfer  of 
ck  created  under  an  act  passed  on  the  10th  of 
rember,  1803  ;'>  in  which  bills  they  request  the 
JCDrrence  of  the  Senate. 


ToBSOAY,  June  30. 

The  Pbesident  communicated  a  letter,  signed 

illiam  Duane,  with  a  treatise  oti  military  tac- 

K  and  the  letter  was  read. 

Dn  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 

esident  was  requested  to  acknowledge  the  re- 

pi  of  the  "Hand  Book  for  Infantry,"  from 

liiiam  Duane. 

^r.  Llotd  presented  the  memorial  of  the  io- 

bitants  of  the  town  of  Saiera,  ia  the  State  of 

^uachasetts,  deprecating  a  war  with  Great 

'iiaiojand  representing  it  peculiarly  calamitous 

them,  in  the  exposed  situation  Of  their  com- 

^e ;  and  the  memorial  was  read. 

The  pRESiDBNT  communicated  a  reportof  the 

*miax^  for  the  Department  of  War,  on  th6  me* 


morial  of  the  citizens  of  Newcastle,  in  the  State 
of  Delaware,  and  its  vicinity,  referred  to  him  on 
the  S6th  instant ;  and  the  report  was  read. 

The  PRBSioENTalso  communicated  a  ^tatemeni 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  citizens  of  New  Ydrk, 
signed  Henry  Rutgers,  chairman,  approving  the 
measures  of  Qovernmentat  this  eventful  crisis; 
which  was  read. 

Mr.  Tait  presented  a  copy  of  the,  resolution  en* 
tered  into  by  citizens  of  Milledgeville  and  iu  vt- 
cibity,  in  the  Siate  of  Georgia,  expressing  their 
confidence  in  the  National  Councils,  and  their  de- 
termination to  support  the  measures  of  Govern- 
ment ;  which  was  read. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  facilitate  the  trans- 
fer of  stock,  created  under  an  act  passed  the  lOih 
of  November,  1803,"  was  read  three  times  by  unan- 
imous consent,- and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  compensate  for 
his  services  the  President  pro  tempore  of  the 
Senate,  acting  fis  such  when  the  office  of  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States  ahail  be  vacant," 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  fixing  the 
Military  Peace  filstablishment  of  the  United 
States,  having  been  reported  by  the  committee 
correctly  engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time  and 
amended  by  unanimous  consent. 

Resolved,  That  thia  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be  "An  act  respecting  the  pay  of  the  Ar- 
my of  the  .United  Stales." 

The  bill,  entitled >'An  act  giving  validity  to  the 
Sale  of  certain  tracts  of  public  land  in  the  West- 
ern district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  now  State 
of  Louisiaifa,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Anna 
ITounsTi  heiress  and  representative  of  Colonel 
John  Durkee.  deceased,"  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  resolution  requesting  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  recommend  a  day  of  public  hu- 
miliation and  prayer,  having  been  reported  by 
the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  was  read  the 
third  time. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  resolution  pass?  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  20,  nays 
4,  as  follows : 

Tbas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bayard,  Brent,  Condit, 
Crawford,  Gotts,  Gaillard,  German,  Giles,  Goodrich, 
Horsey,  Howell,  Lambert,  Lloyd,  Robinson,  Tait,  Tay- 
lor, Tamer,  Varnum,  and  Worthington. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bibb,  Franklin,  Gihnan,  and  Smith 
of  New  York. 

So  the  resolution  passed  as  follows: 

**  It  being  a  duty  peculiarly  incumbent  in  a  time  of 
public  calamity  and  war,  humbly  and  devoutly  to  ac- 
knowledge our  dependence  on  Almighty  God,  and  to 
implore  his  aid  and  protection  :  Therefore, 

**  Resolvedt  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representaf 
Uvea  of  the  United  Staies  of  America,  in  Congress  as* 
eembled,  That  a  joint  committee  of  both  Houses  of 
Congress  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  request  that  he  recommend  k  day  of  public  humili- 
ation and  prayer,  to  be  obaerved  by  the  people  of  the 
United  8tate«,  with  religious  aolemnity  and  the  offisring 
<a  fervent  slipplicatioiBi  to  Almigh^  God  for  the  safety 
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meot  and  for  the  lodian  departmeot  for  the  year 
1812;^'  in  which  bills  they  request  the  cooear- 
rence  of  the  Seriate. 

The  two  bills  last  brought  up  for  coocurreDce 
were  read,  aod  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  joint  resolation  which  originated  in  the 
House  of  Represent  a  tires,  authorizing  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  adjourn  their  respective 
Houses  on  Monday  the  6tB  of  July,  was  resumed, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  supplementary 
to  the  act,  entitled  *An  act  giving  further  time  to 
purchasers  of  public  lands  northwest  of  the  river 
Ohio  to  complete  their  payments ;"  and  Mr.  Var- 
RUM  was  requested  to  uke the  Chair;  and,^after 
debate,  the  Pbesidbnt  resumed  the  Chair ;  and 
Mr.  Vabnum  reported  the  bill  without  amend- 
ment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Obbman,  that  the  further 
consideration  thereof  be  postponed  until  the  first 
Monday  in  November  next,  it  was  determined  in 
the  negative ;  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  bill  which  originated  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  entitled  **An  act  fixing  the  time 
for  the  next  meeting  of  Congress,"  was  resumed, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading.    . 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  President 


which  bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  joint  resolution  which  originated  In  the 
House  of  Representatives^,  authorizing  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  Senate  and  (Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  adjourn  their  respective 
Houses  on  the  6th  day  of  July,  instant,  was  read 
m  third  time,  and  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  '<An  act 
to  compensate  for  his  services  the  President  pro 
tempore  of  the  Senate,  acting  as  such  when  the 
office  of  Vice  President  of  the  United  States 
shall  be  vacant,''  reported  it  with  an  amendment. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  **An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  enti- 
tled 'An  act  authorizing  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  accept  and  organize  certain  volun- 
teer military  corps,"  was  read  the  second  time  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  committee 
appointed  the  30th  of  June,  on  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  of  that  date, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Franklin,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act  making  a 
further  appropriation  for  the -defence  of  the  mar- 
itime frontier,  and  for  the  support  of  the  Navy 


of  the  United  Sutes,"  reported  it  without  ami 
ment ;  and  the  bill  was  resumed  as  inCoiamit 
of  the  Whole;  and  Mr.  Gaillabd  was  requt 
to  take  the  Cihair;  and,  no  ameodmeot  barij 
been  proposed,  the  President  resomed  the  Ci 
and  Mr.  Qaillabd  reported  the   bill  witt 
amendment,  and  it  was  ordered  to  a  third  resdi^ 
On .  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  MaryUod, 
bill  last  mentioned  was  read  a  third  time 
unanimcHts  consent,  and  passed. 


Satubdat,  July  4. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  to  probibit  Ai 
can  vessels  Xrom  proceedin:;  to.  or  trading  vj 
the  enemies  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
purposes,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  refer 
to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  re; 
thereon;  and  Messrs.  Taylor,  Franklin. 
Varnum,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Nlr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  submitted  the 
lowing  motion  for  consideration : 

Resoh&d,  That,  mt  the  oommencement  of  em^i 
sion,  in  the  absence  of  the  Vice  Piesidaiity  or 
the  office  of  Vice  Presideat  shall  be  vacant,  hj 
resignation,  or  otherwise,  the  Senate  shall  elect  a 
ident  pro  tempore. 

The  bill,  entided  ''An  act  for  the  reliet| 
George  Lyon,"  was  read  the  second  time.  aDdj 
motion,  by  Mr.  Leibi"  the  further  considenq 
thereof  was  postponed  to  the  first  Mooda|r< 
December  next. 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  from  the  eommil 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  '^Aa 
supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled*  An  actaail 
izing  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
cept  and   organize   certain  volunteer   milii 
corps,"  reported  it  with  ao  ameadmeol ;  wh 
was  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Wbi 
and  Mr.  And£R80H  was  requested  to  take 
Chair;  and  the  Pbesidbnt  having  resumed 
Chair,  Mr.  Andbrson  reported  the  bill  ameoti 
and  it  was  agreed  to  in  the  Senate  ;  and  the 
was  amended  accordingly,  and  ordered  to 
third  reading  as  ajnende3. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of 
Whole,  the  bill,  eiMitled  ^  An  act  to  compel 
for  bis  services  the  President  pro  tempore  of 
Senate,  actiuB  as  such  when  the  office  of  Vict 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  be  vacaatf 
and  Mr.  Vabnum  was  requested  to  take  the  Cbtir; 
and  the  Presideal  having  resumed  the  Cbair,Mr. 
Vabnom  reported  the  biU  with  an  amendmeot. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  sfi^ 
mative.  i 

The  amendment  to  the  bill  last  mentioned,  bar- 
ing been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly  es- 
grossed,  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time  as  amend- 
ed by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Honse  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  '^  An  act  authorizing  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  suspend  the  payment  of  ceruin 
bills  drawn  by  John  Armstrong,  late  Minister  oi 
the  Uaited  States  at  the  Coart  of  France,  npoa 
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wae  read  r  third  time  asam8oded,«ad  paued 
b  ameodmeiita. 

Jr.  Lbib,  from  the  joint  committee  appointed 
ibe  part  of  the  Senate  od  the  aabjeet.  reported 
esdutioQ  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
kate  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
es  to  adjouru  iheir  respective  Houses  on  the 
day  of  July  instant.  The  resolutioQ  was 
1,  and  passed  to  the  seeoad  reading, 
ir.  Leib  also  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  re- 
t  a  bill  fixing  the  time  for  the  next  meetiof  of 
Dgress ;  and  the  bill  was  read^  and  passed  to 
second  reading. 

rhe  bill,  entitled  "An  aet  giving  further  time 
purctiasers  of  public  lands  northwest  of  the 
ST  Ohio  to  complete  their  payments,-'  was 
d  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
nmittee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and 
asrs.  WoRTHiwGTOif,  Fbanklin,  and  Brad* 
r,  were  appointed  the  committee, 
rhe  billy  entitled  '*An  aet  to  compeneate  for 
services  the  President,  pro^  tempore,  o(  the 
sate,  aeiing  as  sack  when  the  -omca  of  Tice 
mdent  of  the  Umled  Stales  shall  he  vacant," 
s  read  the  second  time^and  referred  to  a  seleet 
nmittee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and 
issrs.  Smith,  of  New  York,  BATARO^/and 
iiTR,  of  Maryland,  were  appointed  the  com- 
uee. 

Dn  motion,  by  Mr.  8«itv,  of  Maryland,  the 
nmittee  to  whom  was  referred,  on  tbe  20th  of 
tvember  last,  the  memorial  of  the  representa- 
es  of  the  religious  society  of  Friends,  of  .the 
Irly  meeting  held  in  Baltimore,  were  discharged 
m  the  further  consideration  thereof. 
The  resolRtioD  submitted  on  the  27th  erf  June 
IS  read  a  third  time  and  ^mssed,  as  follows : 
Regoived,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be 
leeted  to  pay  to  Henry  B.  Joy,  Henry  Miller, 
4  Tobias  Simpsoa,  fifty  dollars  eaeb^  as  an  ad^ 
Lional  compensation  for  jtbeir  services  during 
e  presenl  session. 

Tbe  bill,  entitled  ''An  aet  eonaeming  grants  of 
nds  in  tbe  Mississippi  Territory,  derived  from 
e  British  Government  of  West  Fl6rida,  not 
lisequently  regrknted  by  the  British  Gtovern- 
cnt,  of  Spain,  or  of  the  United  States.''  was 
ad  a  third  time,  aud  passed. 
A  message  from  the  Hotise  of  Representatives 
iformed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
bill,  entitled  ''An  act  fixing  the  ^me  for  the 
»xt  meeting  of  Cotkgress  f*  also,  a  joint  reeolu* 
on  aalhorisiag  the  President  of  the  Senate  and 
peaker  of  tbe  House  of  Representatives  to  ad- 
Nim  their  retpeetive  Hoasesoa  Moodayy  the-^th 
ly  of  Julv  instant. 

The  bill  and  resolution  last  mentioned  were 
eadj  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 


Thi7R8dat,  July  2. 

Mr.  WoBTBiNorroN,  from  the  committee  to 
rhom  vras  referred  tbe  bill,  entitled  **An  act  giv« 
Of  farther  time  to  parohasers  of  public  lands 
lortbwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  to  complete  their 
paymeau,"  reported  it  without  aiaeiidmeat. 


The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
entitled  ^*An  act  fixing  the  time  of  the  next  meet- 
ing of  Congress,"  was  read  the- second  time. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, authorizing  the  President  of  the  Sen-' 
ate  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  adjourn  their. respective  Houses,  was  read  the 
secoi^d  time. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  supplementary  to  tbe  acts 
heretofore  passed  on  the  subiect  of  a  uniform 
rule  of  naiufalization;''  a  bill,  entitled  *^An  act 
supplementary  to  the  aet^  entitled  *Ao  aet  re- 
specting alien  enemies ;"  also,  a  bilL  entitled  '^Aa 
act  making  a  further  appropriation  for  the  defence 
of  the  maritime  frontier,  and  for  the  support  of 
tbe  Navy  of  the  United  States;"  in  which  bilb 
they  request  the  coneurrenoe  of  the  Senate. 

The  three  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was 'referred,  on  the  30ch  of  June,  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  Unhed  States  of 
that  c&te,  reported  a  bill  supplementary  to  the 
act,  entitled  *^An  act  aUihoriziog  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  accept  and  organize  certain 
volunteer  military  corps;"  and  the  bill  was  read| 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 


Frioat,  July  3. 

Tbe  bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  tbe  President  of  the  United  States 
to  accept  and  organise  certain  volunteer  military 
corps,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  '^An  aet  supplementary  to  the . 
act,  entitled  'An  act  respecting  alien  enemies," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  aelect 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and 
Messrs.  Bibb,  Braolet,  and  Bayabd,  were  ap- 
pointed tbe  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  making  a  fhr ther  a|i- 
propriation  fur  the  defence  of  the  maritime  fron- 
tier, and  for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted Staies,"  was  jread  tbe  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee«  tu  consider  and  re^ 
port  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Franxlin,  Llotd, 
and  Shitb,  of  Maryland,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Bbadlbt  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Waterford,  ia  tha 
Stale  of  VermonCi  deprecating  a  war  with  Eng- 
land, Rod  praying  the  removal  of  the  commercial 
restrictive  systera. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  supplemeutary  to  tha 
acts  heretofore  passed  on  the  subject  of  an  uni- 
form rule  of  naturalization,"  was  read  the  secoad 
time. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  prohibit  American  ve»- 
sels  from  proceeding  to,  or  trading  with,  the  ene- 
mies of  the  United  States,  and  lor  other  purpo- 
ses;" and  a  hill,  entitled  "An  act  making  addi- 
I  iiooal  appropriatioQs  for  the  Military  Bstablish- 
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purposes,^'  was  referred  to  a  select  committee  to 
consider  aod  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs*  Smith, 
of  Maryland,  Anderson,  and  Taylor,  were  ap- 
pointed (he  committee. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
last  mentioned,  reported  the  bill  without  amend-  j 
ment. 

The  motion  made  yesterd^if ,  by  Mr.  Siutb,  of 
Maryland,  on  the  mode  of  electing  the  President 
pro  tempore  of  the  Senate,  was  resumed ;  and, 
on  motion,  by  Mr.  Taylor,  the  further  consider- 
ation thereof  was  postponed  to  the  first  Monday 
in  November  next. 

Mr.  Taylor^  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  authorizing  a 
subscription  for  the  old  six  per  cent,  and  deferred 
stocks,  and  providing  for  an  exchange  for  the 
same,",  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  to  prohibit 
American  vessels  from  proceeding  to.  or  trading 
with,  the  enemies  of  the  United  Staies,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  reported  it  with  amendments, 
which  were  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole;  and  Mr.  Anderson  was  requested  to 
take  the  Chair,  and  the  amendmenls  were  in  part 
agreed  to;  ana  the  President  having  resumed  the 
Chair,  on  motion  the  Senate  adjourned. 


'  '■ 


Monday,  July  6. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  GooDStCH,  the  committee 
to  whom  were  referred  the  memorial  of  How- 
ard,  Fitch,  and  Lloyd,  of  New  York,  and  of 
Boardman  and  Pope,  of  Boston,  were  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Jonatbaa 
Ghrout,  wer«  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Sec- 
retary for  the  Department  of  War,  tD  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  to  prohibit 
American  vessels  from  proceeding  to,  or  trading 
with,  the  enemies  of  the  United  States^  and  for 
other  purposes;"  and  Mr.  Anderson  was  re- 
quested to  take  the  Chair. 

Oo  motion,  by  Mr.  Cloyo,  to  sirikt  out  from 
section  three,  lines  one  and  two,  the  Words  ^^  and 
the  armed  forces  of  the  same:"  it  was  determined 
10  the: affirmative— yeas  17,  nays  1,  as  follows: 

Ybab — Messrs.  Anderson,  Condit,  Crawford,  Cutts, 
Franklin,  Oailknl,  Gilman,  Goodrioh,  Homy»  How- 
all»  Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of 
New  York,  Tait,  and  Taylor. 

NjLT^-Mr.  Vamttm* 

And  the  bill  havins  been  further  amended,  the 
President  resumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Andbr- 
BON  reported  the  bill  with  amendments,  which 
were  considered  in  Senate  and  agreed  to. 

The  amendments  to  t&e  bill  last  mentioned 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  by  uaaoi* 
mous  consent,  and  passed  with  amendments. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 


Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  *^  An  act  supplemeatsry 
to  the  ^  Act  authorizing  a  loan  for  a  sum  not  ei- 
ceeding  eleven  millions  of  dollars;"  and  Mr« 
Varnum  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair;  aod 
no  amendment  having  been  proposed,  the  Pre>i« 
dent  resumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Varmcx  r^ 
ported  the  bill  without  amendment ;  and,  oo  mo* 
tion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the  bill  was 
amended. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  titirj 
time  as  amended  1  it  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill  last  mentiooei 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correcUj 
engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  by  noab* 
mous  coDsent;  and  was  further  amended  by  eot- 
sent.  and  passed  with  amendments. 

Oo  motion,  by  Mr.  Varnom,  the  committee tt 
whom  u'as  referred,  on  the  15th  June,  the  meioa- 
rial  of  Charles  W.  Goidsborough  and  others,  wm 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof 
and  it  was  postponed  to  the  first  Monday  in  N> 
vember  next. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  a ssb- 
scription  for  the  old  six  per  cent.,  and  deferred 
stocks,  and  providing  for  an  exchange  oftiM 
sanie,^'  was  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole;  and  no  ameadmeQt  having  been  pro^ 
posed,  it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Oo  motioii,  the  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  t 
third  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  making  further 
provision  for  the  Army  of  the  United  State$,ao4 
for  other  purposes,"  and  Mr.  Franklin  was  re* 
quested  to  uke .  the  Chair ;  and,  on  rootioo,  iMf 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the  bill  waa  ameodcir 

The  Prrsidcnt  resumed  the  Chair,  and  Mi. 
Franklin  reported  the  bill  with  an  amendmeo:. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  amendaeai 
made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole^  to  wit:  "^u 
strike  out  the  first  section,"  it  was  determined  u 
the  negative — yeas  11,  nays  11,  as  follows: 

YsAS — Measn.  Crawford^  Giles,  GilmaD,  Goodri^ 
Horsey,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Tiit, 
and  Taylor. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb  Brent,  CamplxU 
of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Cutto,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  How- 
ell, Smith  of  New  York,  and  Yamam. 

And  no  further  amendment  having  been  pro* 
posed,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  hill  was  then  read  a  third  time  by  ooaai- 
mous  consent,  and  passed — yeas  12,  nays  10,  u 
follows: 

Ybas  Maaaw.  Andenon,  Bibb,  Brant,  CampbeSof 
Te«ieasee,  Condit,  Cutts,  Franklin,  UowaU,  Uiat» 
son,  Smith  of  New  Yock,  Tait  and  Yamum. 

Nats — Messrs.  Crawford,  Giles,  Giiman,  Goodrich, 
Horsey,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Smith  of  Maiyland,a»l 
Taylor. 

The  Senate  reanmed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  aathorizlng  the 
Secretary  of  th^  Treasury  to  suspend  the  paf- 
ment  of  certain  bills  drawn  by  John  Armstrong 
late  Minister  of  the  United  States  at  the  Coart 
of  Franeci  upon  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
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tales;''  and  Mr.  Andbrsoii  wa9  re^Qesteti  to 
kethe  Chair ;  and  no  ajAendmeiit  having  been 
•oposed,  the  President  resufBed  the  Chair,  and 
V.  AiiDSRSOir  reported  the  hilY  without  amende 
CDt,  and  it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 
The  bill  was  then  read  ft  third  time  hy  uacfti- 
otis  eoBsent,  and  passed. 

On  motioo,  by  Mr.  TAtLOB,  the  committee  to 
horn  was  referred  the  joial  reeoliitioa  authpr- 
»g  the  Presidaoc  of  %he  United  Sutes  to  eauae 
a  accarate  censtts  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Mis- 
nppi  Territory  to  ^  takas,  wart  diachaigeJ 
om  the  farther  coBsider*lioB  thereof  and  it  waa 
Htpoaed  to  the  first  Monday  i«  Norember  nexL 
Oq  motion,  by  Mr.  TATM)a,  cfae  commiitee  to 
torn  was  refeim  the  btil  in  add*tioa  to  lh».afiC. 
aided  ^Aa  acc  aiippleaaeiitary  4o  thecal,  eAiitled 
laaeteoneentingtha  eooameraial  intefcootae 
etwees  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and 
'nace,  and  their  depa9d€|uiifa,  cod  for  .other 
orposes,  were  di96hai|^d  from  tt^e  tarUier  con* 
delation  ihereof,  and  ii^aa  postponad  lo  th*  fitat 
iMdaf  in  Koreraber  next.. 
The  PacaroBiiT  commanieaiad  a  letter 'firon 
tBlooel  Alexander  Smy^h,  transinitting  to  the 
bate  the  first  eopy  of  an  edition  of  ^  Regale- 
on  for  the  field  exercise,  manoearres,  and  coo- 
oct.  of  the  Infantry  of  the  United  States  V'  and 
le  letter  was  read. 

Six  o^doek  in  the  Evening* 

A  message  from  the  Hoose  of  Representaiites 
tformed  ibe  Senate  that  the  Rouse  have  passed 
resolution  for  the  appuiotment  of  a  joint  com* 
utiee  to  wait  oo  the  President  of  the  United 
'tales  and  notify  him  of  the  intended  recess,  and 
ire  appointed  a  committee  on  their  part,  in 
tiucli  (hey  requeat  the  eoa^urrooiQe  of  the  Senate. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  reaolu* 
M  froBi  the,  Hottsa  of  Represaniatiyea  for  the 
ppoiatment  of  a  joint  eommiiiee  to  wait  on  the 
teNdeat  of  the  United  State,  and  aolify  him 
f  (he  iaiedded  recesa,  and  eoaeorted  tlierein, 
od  Messrs.  Robimsoii  and  AtHBUKBon  were  ap* 
oiQted  a  comtntttee  oa  tho  part  of  the  Seftate, 
The  foUowing  Message  was  received  from  the 

^lESIDENT  OF  TBB  UJ(f  ITED  STATES : 

'o  the  SenaU  of  the  United  States  .• 

I  traaimii  to  the  Senate  copies  and  extraete  of  doc- 
MU  in  the  aiehtTes  of  the  Department  of  Staler 
^Qff  within  the  parfiew  of  theii  resolution  of  the 
Mirth  iDftant,  on  the  sutgept  of  British  impressmento 
am  Asiericsn  vessels*  The  information,  khoagh  to- 
unioooi,  might  hsve  been  enlarged  with  more  time 
R  raiearoh  and  preparation.  In  some  instances  it 
light,  at  the  same  tuie,  have  been  abridged,  hut  for 
he  difficulty  of  separattnf  the  matter  extimeoas  to 
he  immediste  ohject  of  the  resolution. 

JAMES  MABI80N. 

irii  6, 1812. 

The  Message  and  docaadanta  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  he  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
Qformed  the  Senate,  that  the  House,  having  fin- 
ished the  httsiness  before  them,  are  about  to  ad* 
louro. 

UthCON.  l8tS£SS.-^ll 


'Mr.  Robinson,  from  the  committee^  reported 
that  they  had  waited  on  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  who  informed  them  that  he  had  no  fur- 
ther communications  to  make  to  the  two  Houses 
of  Congress. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  inform  the  House 
of  Representatlres  that  the  Senate,  liaving  fin- 
ished' the  legislative  businesa  before  themi  are' 
about  to  adjourn. 

Agreeably  to  the  joint  Tesoltition,  the  Presi- 
DSWT  then  adjourned  the  Senate;  to  meet  on  the 
first  Motiday  in  November  next. 
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BA%vu^AYf  Jane  20,  ISld. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
by  Bfr.  Harper  and  Mr.  Fisit,  two  of  their  mem*  * 
bers^-^Mr.  Harper,  chairman: 

Mr,  Preeideni :  The  House  of  Representativea 
have  passed  a  *' resolution  authorizing  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  issue  a  proclamation 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  British  American  Con- 
tinental Provinces,^  in  which  they  request  the. 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

^  The  resolution  was  read,  as  follows : 

Resolved  bv  the  Senate  and  House  of  HmrtsenUt* 
tivea  tf  the  united  Slqteo  of  Ameriea,  in  Congress 
asoembkd.  That  in  case  il  shall  be  deemed  Beoessaiy^ 
in  order  to  vindicate  the  jost  rig htSf  or  to  secure  fhio  . 
mibty  of  the  United  States,  to  invade  the  provinces  of 
Upper  and  Lower  Canada,  Nova  S0otia,andKew  Bmna- 
wick,  or  either  qf  them,  the  President  ol  the  United 
States  be  and  he  hereby  is  authorized  and  empowered 
to  imue  a  proclamation,  addressed  to  the  inhabitants  of 
said  provmees,  assuring  them,  in  the  name  of  the  peo- 
ple of  these  States,  that  in  case  the  said  provinces,  or 
any  of  them,  shall  oome  into  the  possession  of  ihie ' 
OMernment,  the  inhabitants  of  sncn  province  er  pro- 
viiMss  shall  be  secured  and  protected  in  the  full  enjoy- 
ment Q0  their  lives,  liberty,  property,  and  religion,  ia 
ae  (all  and  ample  manner  as  the  aame  are  secured  to 
the  pec^le  of  the  United  9tatee  by  their  constitutions ; 
and  that  the  said  proclamation  be  promulgated  and 
circulated,  in  the  manner  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
President,  shall  be  best  calculated  to  give  it  gene^l 
publicity. 

Ohjkndf  That  the  resolation  pass  to  a  aecond 
readiogk 


MoNOAT,  June  22. 

The  resolution  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, "  authorijBing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  issue  a  proclamation  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  British  American  Continental  Provinces,'' 
was  read  the  s^ond  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
cooj^mittee,  to  consist  of  five  members,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

Ordered^  That  Mc^rs.  AnaBBBOM,  Smith,  of 
Maryland,  Smith,  of  New  York,  DA]«A,and  Vah- 
kum,  be  the  committee. 
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Wednesday,  JuDe  24. 
The  following  confidential  Message  wasreceir- 
ed  from  the  President  of  the  Unitbd  .States: 

To  the  Senate  of  the  Vhited  States : 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  the  Secretai^  of 
War»  complying  with  their  resolution  of  the  19th  inet 

JAMES  MADISON. 
Juki  23, 1812. 

The  Message  and  report  were  read. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  coniimittee  to  whoiD 
was  referred  the  resolution  from  the  Hooae  of 
Representatives,  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  issue  a  proclamation  to  the  in- 
habitants of  the  British  American  Continental 
Provinces,  reported  i-i  without  an^ndment. 


TanasDAT,  June  25. 

The  resolution  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, authorizing  the  President  of  the  Uaited 
States  to  issue  a  proclamation  to  the  inhabitaatfi 
of  the  British  American  Continental  Provinces, 
was  resumed  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
and  Mr.  Gaillard  was  requested  to  take  the 
Chair.  And,  after  debate,  the  President  resum- 
ed the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Gaillard  reported,  that  the 
Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  do  not 
concur  in  the  resolution ;  and,  on  the  question  to 
agree  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Bibb,  it  was  agreed 
that  the  question  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

On  iDOtion.  by  Mr.  Anderson,  to  recommit  tli« 
original  resolution  for  the  purpose  of  ameadment, 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  it  passed  in  the  affirma- 
tive— yeas  18,  nays  13,  as  follows: 

Teas — Messrs.  Bayard»  Bradley,  3rent»  Condit, 
Dana,  Franklin,  Giles,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Hun- 
ter, Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Reed,  Smith  of  Ma- 
ryland, and  Smith  of  New  Fork. 

.  Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Campbell  of  Tan* 
nessee,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Gaillard,  Howell,  Robinson, 
Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Vamum,  and  Woithington. 

So  it  was  Ret^dved,  That  the  Senate  do  not 
concur  in  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. 


.  Friday,  June  26. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  SititB,  of  Maryland,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed,  to  consist  of  t#o  members, 
to  notify  the  House  of  Representatives  that  the 
Senate  do  not  concur  in  the  resolution  authoriz- 
ing the  President  of  the  United  States  to  issue  a 
proclamation  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  British 
American  Continental  Provinces ;  and  Mr.  Smith 
of  Maryland,  andMr.VARNUM,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
by  Messrs.  Mitcbill  and  Hall,  two  of  their 
members : 

Mr.  President:  The  House  of  Representatives 
have  passed  a  hill,  entitled  *^An  act  atithorizing 
the  President  to  take  possession  of  a  tract  of  coqq-  i 


try  lyinc  south  of  the  Miasisaippi  Territory  isd 
ot  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  for  other  porpos< 
in  which  they  request  the  conenrreiice  of  list 
Senate,  and  thai  the  biH  be  considered  confideB* 
tially. 

The  bitl  last  brought  up  for  coneorrenee  vas 
read,  as  follows : 

"An  Act  authorizing  the  President  to  take  potsMtooe 
of  a  tract  of  oonntry  lying  aonth  of  the  MiMisqif 
Territory  and  of  ibe  State  of  Georgia,  «id  for  oiher 
purposes. 

•*  Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  Hmtse  o/Kok- 
sentativee  of  the  tmited  Statei  of  America  m  Cm- 
grese  anembhd^  That  the  President  be  andhekhe^ 
b^  authorised  to  occupy  aad  lioU,  the  whole  or  w 
part  of  East  Florida,  indading  Ametia  Isbai  ui 
also  those  parts  of  West  Florida  which  stf»  not  bovb 
posesssion  a&d.ondff  Ihejoiisdictioa  of  the  Cniai 
Btatea» 

wSbc.  S.  And  be  it  fur^ter  enacted.  That,  fbribr 
purpose  of  occupying  and  holding  the  ooantry  sion- 
said,  and  of  aflbrding  -prolecCkm  lo  the  iBhabttotK 
under  the  authoritj  of  the  Umtad  Stataa,  the  Prandca 
may  employ  such  parts  of  the  militury  and  natal  ka 
of  the  United  States  as  he  may.  deem  neoassaiy. 

«<8ac.  3.  And  be  it  further  emaeted.  That,  fec<]» 
fraying  the  neosssazy  expeaaes,  one  hundred  tbouiUJ 
dollars  are  here^  appropriated,  to  be  paid  oat  of  uj 
money  a  in  the  Treasury,  not'otherwiae  appropiiitei 
and  to  be  applied  to  the  purposes  sfbreaaid,  uukr  the 
direction  of  the  Prssideol. 

«  Sac.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That,  ooi 
further  provision  shall  be  made  by  Congress,  the  Pm* 
ideut  shall  be  and  he  hereby  is  empowered  to  establish 
within  the  country  he  may  acquire  by  this  act,  a  tea- 
porary  goTemment,  the  civil  and  military  sathondfi 
of  which  jhali  be  vested  In  such  person  andper90Sfs» 
he  may  appoint,  and  be  exercised  in  such  manner  tsbf 
may  ^rect ;  Provided,  That  he  shall  take  due  cm 
for  the  preservation  of  sodal  order,  and  fir  securing  ts 
the  inhabitants  the  enjoyment  of  thair  petaonal  ngb^t 
the&t  religion,  and  their  property :  AMapreeidei, sla 
Tbat  the  saolion  of  ooantry  hemin  designated,  that  ii 
situated  to  the  JBaatwazd  of  the  rivar  Pecdiio,  mtjbe 
the  stibjaet  of  farther  negotiatian." 

Ordered,  That  it  pasa  to  a  seooad  reading. 


Saturoat,  Juike  fi7. 

The  bill  from  the  Houae  of  Representative^, 

entitled  "An  act  authorising  the  President  to  tike 
possession  of  a  tract  of  country  lying  south  of 
the  Mississippi  Territory  and  of  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia, and  for  other  purposes,"  Was  relni  the  secoad 
time,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  coo- 
sist  of  five  members,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Tait,  Bradley,  Giles, 
Bayard,  and  Bibb,  be  the  committee. 


TiTfiSDAT,  June  90. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  committee  to  whom  wi? 
referred  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Representt- 
tivcs,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  President 
to  take  possession  of  a  tract  of  country  \v^ 
90Uth  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  and  of  the  State 
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of  Georgiai  and  for  other  parposes  i"  reported  the 
bill  without  amendment. 


Wbdnbsdat,  July  1* 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  submitted  the  fol low- 
ing motion  for  consideration  : 

That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to  lay  before 
die  Senate,  in  confidenoei  xetunis  of  the  ▼olaateers 
«1m)  may  hsTe  ofSutd  their  serYices  under  the  act  for 
nuDg  fifty  thovsand  ▼olnnteerfl,  particularising  the 
dtites  in  which  the  volunteers  reside. 

Mr.  Gaillard  was  r^qnested  to  take  the  Chair ; 
isd  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
eatitled  ^Ao  act  authorizing'  the  President  to  take 

Cssession  of  a  tract  of  country  lying  south  of  the 
ississippi  Territory  and  of  the  State  of  Georgia, 
and  for  other  parposes,"  was  resqraed^  and  con- 
sidered as  in  Committee  of  the.  Whole ;  and  the 
instrociions  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
00  the  subject,  communicated  by  the  committee 
to  whom  the  said  -bill  was  referred,  were  read; 
tod  a  motion  for  amendment  was  submitted  by 
Mr.  CRAwroRO ;  and,  after  debate,  on  motion,  by 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the  further  considera- 
tioQ  of  the  bill  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 


Tbursdat,  July  2. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day^  the  bill,  en- 
titled "An  act  authorizing  the  President  to  take 
possession  of  a  tract  of  country  lying  south  of  the 
Mississippi  Territory  apd  of  the  State  of  Georgia, 
ipd  for  other  purposes,"  was  resumed,  and  con- 
sidered as  in  Uommittee  of  the  Whole ;  and  Mr. 
Gailurd  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair. 

Od  motion  by  Mr*  CaawroRD,  be  was  permit- 
ted to  amei;kd  his  motion,  made  yesterday,  as  fol- 
lows: 

^'And  be  it  further  maded.  That  if  the  United 
^tatn,  in  the  prosecution  of  the  present  war  against 
^  United  Kmgdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
ihoQ]d  obtshi  possession  of  the  British  pronnces  in 
I^erth  America*  or  either  of  them,  that  the  President  of 
Ihe  United  States  b^  and  he  is  hereby,  authorised  and 
Mnpowered  to  eetabliah  within  the  same  a  temporary. 
S<^^«nuDent ;  and  the  military,  dril,  and  judicial  pow- 
Bn  thereof  diall  be  vested  in  such  person  and  persons, 
>Ad  be  exercised  in  such  manner  as  he  may  direct,  for 
^  protection  and  maintenance  of  the  hihabitants  of 
Mich  prorince  or  proTinces,  in  the  fall  enjoyment  of 
&eir  property,  liberty,  and  religion :  ProAded,  That 
the  pnaaples  upon  which  such  temporary  government 
■^Obe  established,  shall  form  no  obstacle  to  the  resto- 
tttionof  peace  between  the  two  nations." 

And,  on  motion  to  agree  to  the  amendment,  it 
Was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  20,  nays 

10, as  follows: 

YiA»~Mesars.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bradley,  Brent» 
^u&pbell  of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawford,  Cutts, 
f  miklin,  Gaillard,  GUes,  Howell,  Letb,  Pope,  Robin- 
Mn,  Tait,  Tayk>r,  Turner,  yamam,and  Worthington. 

Natb<— Messrs.  Bayard,  German,  Gilman,  Goodrich, 
^<»Bey,  Hunter,  Lambort,  Lloyd,  Smith'  of  Maryland, 
wd  Smith  of  New  York. 

Oq  motion,  by  Mr.  Tait,  to  amend  the  bill  as 

foUows: 


**  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  this  act  be  not 
printed  or  published,  unless  directed  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States ;  any  law  or  usage  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding.** 

On  the  question  to  lagree  to  this  amendment,  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  23^  nays 
7,  as  follows ! 

Ybas— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bayard,  Bibb,  Bradley, 
Brent,  Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawford^ 
Cutts,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Howell,  Leib,  Pope, 
RobLnson,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Yamum,  and  WcHthington. 

Nats — Messrs.  German,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Horsey, 
Hunter,  Lambert,  and  Lloyd. 

The  Prsoidbnt  resumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr. 
Qaillard  reported  the  bill,  amended. 

On  the  question.  Shall  tnis  bill  pass  to  a  third 
readii>g,  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  15.  nays  13,  as  follows: 

Ybas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell  of 
Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawford,  Gaillard,  Howell,  Leib, 
Robinson,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Yarnum,  and  Worth- 
ington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bayard,  Danat  Fxanklin,  German, 
Gilman,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Lloyd, 
Pope,  Smith  of  Maryland,  and  Smith  of  New  York. 


Friday,  July  3. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  apt 
Ituthorizing.the  President  lo  take  possession  of  a 
tract  of  country  lying  south  of  the  Mississippi 
Territory  and  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  were  reported  by  the  committee 
correctly  engrossed;  ana  the  bill  was  read  the 
third  time,  as  amended. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bayard,  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  thereof  to  the  first  Monday 
in  November  next ;  it.  was  determined  in  the  neg- 
ative— yeas  14,  nays  16,  as  follows: 

YsAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Dana,  German, 
Giles,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert, 
Lloyd,  Pope,  Smith  of  Maryland,  and  Smith  of  New 
York. 

YxAs — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell  of 
Tennessee,    Condit,    Crawford,    Franklin,    Gaillard, 
^Howell,  Leib,  Robinson,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Yar- 
num, and  Worthington. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amend- 
ed ?  it  was  determined  in  the  negatire— yeas  14, 
nays  16,  as  follows : 

YxAs^Kessrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell  of 
Tennessee,  Condit,  Crawford,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Rob- 
inson, Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Yamum,  Worthington. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Dana,  German, 
Giles,  Gilman*  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter, 
Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Smith  of  Maryland,  and 
Smith  of  New  York. 

So  it  was  Resolved^  That  the  Senate  do  not 
concur  in  the  said  bill. 

On  motion,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  con- 
sist of  two  members,  to  notify  the  House  of  Rep- 
tresentatives  accordtogly. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  anfl 
Mr.  Lbib,  do  the  committee. 
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HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


AT  THB  PIKST  0EMION  OF  THE  TWELFTH  C0NO1IB68,  BEGUN  AT  THE  CITY  OP 

WASHIWGTOJr,  NOVEMBER  4,  1811. 


MoMBAT,  Nor^mber  4, 1811.  *    j 

TJiis  beiDg  the  day  anpointed  by  a  proolama* 
lioQ  of  the  President  of  the  Uaittd  SictesrOf  the 
twenty^fovnh  day  of  Jsly  last,  for.  the  meeiiag 
of  CoDgrsM,  tlie  foliowiag  msraben  of  the  House 
of  RenrfseBtatiTet  appeared,  prodaeed  tbeir  cre- 
dentials, and  took  their  seats,  to  wit : 

From  NiBW  Hat^i$kite-^omA  Bmrtlott,  Btniuel 
IMnimoor,  Obed  Hsll,  Join  A.  Hsrper,  and  Osoigo 


Fum  Mtmaehuieh9—''EwMtl  Bscon,  AbKsh  Bige- 
low,  Bl^ah  Brigham,  William  fily^  Isaiah  L  Oreen, 
Mtk  (^liaey,  Williaai  Reed,  Ebeneier  Bearor,  Bam« 
ad  Taggait,  Psleg  Talknam  Chailaa  Tiirilsr»  jaaior, 
Ubtn  Wkoatoa,  aod  Leonard  While. 

From  Rhode  itArn^i— Richard  Jaekooa,  jaaior. 

Fnm  CofifMc/Mol^— Epybrodftus  Champioa,  John 
Btvcaport,  junior,  Lyman  Law,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley. 
Timothy  Pitkia,  jaaior,  Lewis  B.Btarges,  and  Benja- 
ain  Taihaadige. 

From  FsniMnf— Martin  Chitteadea,  Jamee  Plfk, 
Sunoel  Shaw,  and  WiUipm  Btionff. 

From  New  York — ^Daniel  Avery,  Harmanus  Blsesker, 
Thofflss  B.  Cooke,  James  Emott,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas 
R-  Gold,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Aninah  Melcal^ 
Btmnel  L.  MitchilC  Benjainin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter, 
Bbmeier  Bage,  Thomas  Bammons,  Silas  Stow,  Uri 
Tncy,  and  IHerre  Van  Cortlaadt,  junior. 

From  New  Jeroef — Adam  Boyd,  Lewis  Condit, 
Jicob  Hufbr,  Jamas  Morgan,  and  Thomas  Newbold. 

From  Pennsylvania — William  Anderson,  IHvid 
Btfd,  Robert  Brown,  William  Crawford,  Roger  Davii, 
William  Findley,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Joseph  Lefeter, 
Afron  Lyie,  James  Mihior,  WiDtam  Piper,  Jonathan 
Robsrts,  William  Rodman,  Adam  Beybert,  John  BmiUe, 
Gsorgs  Smith,  and  Robert  WhltehiU. 

From  JDsAnfMcre— Henry  M.  Ridgely. 

i^rom  4fiBr«iBii^-*SteTeasoii  Axvfaer,  Joseph  Keat, 
Peter  Little,  Aiesaader  McKun,  Samasi  Ringgold,  and 
Kobert  Wright. 

From  Ftmfisa— BorweU  Bassett,  James  Biecken- 
lidge,  WUliam  A.  BorweU,  Matthew  OIm,  John  Daw- 
«>&,  Peterson  Ooodwyn,  Aylett  Hawes,  JoliA  P.  Hu»- 
tcrford,  Joeeph  Lewis,  junior,  William  McCoy,  Hugh 
Nelion,  Thomas  Newton,  James  Pleasants,  junior, 
John  Randolph,  John  Roane,  Daniel  Sheffey,  John 
Mth,  and  lliomas  Wilson. 


F^om  North  CotoAVm— WiHM  Aktoa,  WittaM 
Bkwkisdge,  Thomas  Blonnt,  William  R.  King,  Ka- 
thanieT  Maoon,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israsi  Piduoi,  end 
Richard  Stanford. 

From  South  CaroUna^Wmam  Bntier,  LaagdoaT 
Chores,  Ellas  Eaxle,  WilUam  Lowndes,  Thomas  Mojpa, 
and  David  R.  Williams. 

From  Geor^io— William  W.  Bibb.  HoweU  Cobb, 
Boning  Hall,  and  George  M.  Troup. 

From  Kentucky — Henry  Clay,  Joseph  Desks,  Rloli* 
ard  M.  Johnson-,  oamuel  McKee,  Anthony  New,  aad 
Stephen  Ormsby. 

From  Tennefsee— Felix  Gmildy,  and  John  Rhea. 

Prom  OAto — Jieremiah  Moirow. 

jPVofa  MRotiooippi  Territory  ■  'George  Poiadeztar, 
Delegate, 

From  hyMana  TkrtUary    Jaaathaa  Jeuaiaga,  Dd- 


Aad  a  qaoram,  consisting  of  a  majority  of  the 
whole  number  of  members,  being  preseoti  the 
Hoase  proceeded,  by  ballot^  to  the  choice  of  a 
Speaker  \  and,  upon  examining  the  ballots,  it  ap* 
geared  that  Hgnry  Glat,  one  of  the  Representa- 
tives for  the  State  of  Kentucky,  was  duly  elected ; 
Whereupon, 

Mr.  Clat  was  conducted  to  the  Speaker's  chair, 
and  the  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  as  prescribed  by  the  act,  entitled 
^*An  act  to  regulate  the  time  and  manner  of  ad* 
ministering  certain  oaths,"  was  administered  to 
him  by  Mr.  Pindlet^  one  of  the  members  for  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania;  after  which, he  made  his 
acknowiedgfalents  to  the  House,  in  the  following 
words : 

*•  GsKTLBxsir :  In  coming  to  the  station  which  yea 
have  done  me  the  honor  to  assign  me-'an  honor  for 
which  you  will  be  pleased  to  accept  my  thtfiks— -I  obey 
rather  your  commands  than  my  own  inclination.  I  am 
sensible  of  the  imperfections  which  I  bring  along  with 
me,  and  a  consciousness  of  these  would  deter  me  from 
attempting  a  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  Chsir,  did 
I  not  rely,  eoaftdeat^,  upon  your  generous  support. 

Shoald  the  rate  and  delicate  eeeasioa  present  llssl( 
when  vour  Speaker  shall  be  called  i^A  to  chesk  or 
control  the  wanderings  or  intemperance  in  debate,  your 
justice  will  I  hope,  ascribe  to  his  interposition  the  nM^ 
tives  only  of  public  good  and  a  legaid  to  the  digni^ 
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of  the  Houia.  And  in  all  instances,  bo  aisured,  gen- 
tlemen, that  I  shall,  with  infinite  pleasnre,  afTord  eveiy 
facility  in  my  power  to  the  despatch  of  public  business, 
in  the  most  agreeable  manner/' 

The  oath  or  affirmation  to  support  the  Coosii- 
tution  of  the  United  States  was  then  administer- 
ed, by  the  Speaker,  to  ail  the  other  members 
present. 

George  Poindexter,  and  Jon atban  Jenm ings, 
having  also  appeared,  and  prodaeed  their  creden- 
tials  as  the  delegates  from  the  Mississippi  and  In- 
diana Territories  of  the  United  States,  the  oath 
was  administered  to  them  by  the  Speaker. 

The  House  proceeded,  by  ballot,  to  the  choice 
of  a  Clerk,  and,  upon  examining  the  ballots,  it 
appeared  that  Patrick  Magrdder  was  duly 
elected,  and  the  oath,  together  with  the  oath  of 
office,  administered  by  the  Speaker  to  the  Olerk. 

Thomas  Dunn  was  then  re-elected  Segeant-at«> 
Arms,  and  Thomas  Claxton  Doorkeeper,  with- 
out opposition.  Benjamin  Burch  was  also  cho- 
sen Assistant  Doorkeeper. 

The  usoal  messages  were  interchanged  with 
the  Senate  on  the  subject  of  their  being  formed 
and  ready  to  proceed  to  business. 

Mr.  MiTCBiLL  and  Mr.  Pitkin  were  appointed 
a  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House,  jointly 
with  the  committee  appointed  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  inform  him  that  a  auorum  of  the  two 
Houses  is  assembled,  and  ready  to  receive  any 
communications  he  may  be  pleased  to  make  to 
them. 

Mr.  Mitch  ILL.  from  the  joint  committee  ap- 
pointed to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  reported  that  the  committee  had  performed 
the  service  assigned  to  them,  and  that  the  Presi- 
dent answered,  that  he  would  make  a  commoni- 
cation  to  Congress  to-morrow  at  twelve  o'clock. 

TuBsoAT,  November  5. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit :  Abner  Lacock, 
from  Pennsylvania  \  John  Baker,  from  Virginia ; 
and  Richard  Winn  from  South  Carolina^  ap- 
peared, produced  their  credentials,  were  qualified, 
and  tooK  their  seats. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  was  directed  to  procure  newpapers  from 
any  number  of  offices  that  the  members  may 
elect,  provided,  that  the  expense  do  nut  exceed 
the  amount  of  three  daily  papers. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  op 
the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Coles,  his  Secretary, 
who  delivered  the  same  and  withdrew.  [For 
which  see  Senate  proceedings  of  this  date,  ante 
page  11.1 

The  Message  having  been  read,  and  the  docu- 
ments accompanying  it  in  part,  aa  adjournment 
was  called  for,  and  carried. 

WBDNRflDAT,  November  6. 

Twoother  members^  to  wit:  Mesback  Frank- 
lin, from  North  Carolina,  and  John  C.  Calhoun, 
from  South  Carolina,  produced  their  credentials, 
were  qualified,  and  tooK  their  seats. 


The  reading  of  the  docmnents  aceompanyiw 
the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  Uaiid' 
States  was  resumed,  and  being  completed,  tbe 
Message  and  documents  were  referred  to  tb 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  ibe 
Union,  and  five  thousand  copies  ordered  to  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  members. 


TsuRimAT,  November  7. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  Lemuel  Savtes, 
from  North  Carolina,  appeared,  prodaeed  his  cre- 
dentials, was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  MrrcHtLL,  that  tbe 
House  do  now  proceed  to  the  appointment  of  tbe 
several  standing  committees,  pursoaot  to  tbe 
rules  and  orders  of  the  House. 

A  division  of  the  question  on  the  motion  was 
called  for  by  Mr.  Burwbll,  so  as  to  take  tbe 
question  separately,  on  the  appointment  of  tk 
Committee  of  > Elections.  And  the  question  oq 
the  appointment  of  tbe  Ctmimittee  of  Elections 
being  taken,  was  resolved  in  the  affiraiative. 

Mr.  Fihdlbt,  Mr.  Macon,  Mr.  Stobgbs.  Mr. 
Trodp,  Mr.  Plbasants,  Mr.  Bmott,  and  Mr. 
FiBK,  were  .then  appointed  the  committee. 

On  notion  of  Mr.  Dawbon,  the  residae  of  tbe 
motion  was  kid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BumwBLL  presented  a  petitioa  of  Joba 
Taliaferro,  complain Im;  of  the  undue  election 
and  illegal  return  of  Tobn  P.  HuNaERroBs,to 
wert^  as  one  of  the  Representatives  for  the  State 
of  Virginia,  and  praying  that  investigation  of  tbe 
said  ewction  may  taVe  place,  and  that  such  deci- 
sion may  be  had  thereon  as  in  the  wisdom  of  tbe 
House  may  appear  proper.<«*Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  bkctions. 


Fbiday,  November  8. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  John  Bbtibr,  from 
Tennessee^  appeared,  produced  his  credeotiab^ 
was  qualified,  and  took  bis  seat. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jenninos,  the  memorial  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  preseDted 
the  twentyr-first  of  January  last,  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rhea,  tbe  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  pre- 
sented the  6th  of  January,  1810,  was  referred  toa 
select  committee. 

Mr.  Rhea,  Mr.  Lyle,  and  Mr.  Jacksoec,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting  two  letters  to  the 
Department  of  State,  one  from  the  present  Plea* 
ipotentiary  of  France,  the  other  from  his  prede- 
cessor, which  were  not  included  amooff  the  doc- 
uments accompanying  the  Message  of  the  fiftii 
instant,  the  translation  of  them  being  not  then 
completed.  The  Message  and  documents  were 
read,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  five  tboo- 
sand  copies  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  members. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Bacon,  that  the 
House  do  come  to  tbe  following  resolution : 
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Resoimd,  That  tiM  G^amitlM  of  CkioM  be  in- 
bn^  to  inqoin  ioto  Um  expediency  of  repeehng  or 
upending  tbe  opention  of  ib»  eeveFal  acts  of  Unita- 
ioo,  60  £ir  ts  tbey  now  operate  to  bar  the  payment  of 
le  following  deacription  of  claims  against  the  United 
JUtes,  to  wit :  Firpt,  loan  office  certificates*  Second, 
idents  for  interest  on  the  pablic  debt  Third,  final 
Bttlemeot  certificates.  Fourth,  commissioners'  cer- 
ificates.  FiAh,  army  certificates.  Sixth,  credits  given 
a  lieu  of  army  certificates  cancelled.  Seventh,  credits 
or  the  pay  of  the  Army  for  which  no  certificates  were 
naed.  Eighth,  invalid  pensions.  Ninth,  lost  or  de- 
troTed  certificates. 

The  re^oIatioD  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  oo 
he  table. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Davenport,  it  was  re- 
olved,  that  two  Chaplains,  of  different  denomin- 
uioQs,  be  appointed  to  Congress  for  the  present 
>es$ioD,  one  by  each  House,  who  shall  inter* 
change  weekly. 

Mr.  Reed  presented  a  petition  of  William 
Deaa,  of  Salem,  merchant,  praying  permission  to 
import  from  Great  Britain  sundry  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  the  property  or  the  petitioner, 
which  bad  been  ordered  by  him  previous  to  the 
passage  of  the  non  importation  act  of  the  second 
of  March  last. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
CoQiinerce  and  Manufactures. 

STANDING  C0MMLTTBE8. 

The  House  proceeded  to^oosider  the  motion 
of  Mr.  MtTCBiLL,  of  yesterday,  for  the  appotnt- 
meot  of  tbe  several  standing^  committees  of  the 
HoQse,  and  agreed  thereto ;  wfaercupoa  the  fol- 
lowing^  committees  were  appointed. 

Commiltee  of  Wa^$  and  Means — Mr.  Bacok, 
Mr.CBEVEs,  Mr.  Smilib,  Mr.  Bibb,  Mr.  Bon- 
vcLL,  Mr.  JoBTi SON,  and  Mr.  Pitkin. 

Ommitteeqf  Commerce  and  Manufaeturee^^ 
Mr.  Newton,  Mr.  Lowndes,  Mr.  Mitcrill,  Mr. 
McEiBf,  Mr.  Tallmadoe,  Mr.  Setbert,  and  Mr. 
Tallhan. 

CommiHee  of  Ctaiin*— Mr.  Bassbtt,  Mr.  But- 
LBB,  Mr.  Shaw,  Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Moseley,  Mr. 
Stanford,  and  Mr.  Archer. 

Ommittee  on  the  Public  Lande-^Mr.  Mor- 
low.Mr.McKEEj  Mr.  Gold,  Mr.  Breckenridqb, 
Mr.  Blacrledqe,  Mr.  Botd,  and  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Prtnsylvania. 

Oimmitteefor  the  District  of  Co/Mm6ia— Mr. 
Lewis,  Mr.  Ringgold,  Mr.  Piper,  Mr.  Pearson, 
Mr.  Baker,  Mr,  Stow,  and  Mr.  Ormsby. 

Ofmmitiee  o»i  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads^ 
Mr.  Rhea,  Mr.  Porter,  Mr.  Lyle,  Mr.  Dins- 
moor,  Mr.  Taggart,  Mr.  Potter,  Mr.  Law,  Mr. 
Chittbudew,  Mr.  HimT,  Mr.  Ridgely,  Mr. 
Kent,  Mr.  Sheffey,  Mr.  King,  Mr.  Barle,  Mr. 
Hall,  of  Georgia,  Mr.  Desha,  and  Mr.  Morrow. 

(Committee  of  Revisal  and  Unfinished  Busi^ 
"«'— Mr.  Setbert,  Mr.  Jackson,  and  Mr.  Ely. 

Ommittee  of  ilccounff— Mr.  Turner,  Mr* 
Biount,  and  Mr.  Little. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  apportionment 
°^ Representatives  among  the  several  States,  ac- 
cording to  the  third  enumeration. 

Mr.  Dawson,  Mr.  Williams,  Mr.  Ghcndy 


Mr»  Hall,  of  New  Hampahire,  Mr.  CIuincy,  Mr. 
Potter,  Mr.  Moselby,  Mr.  Strong,  Mr.  Por- 
ter^ Mr.  Condit,  Mr.  Milnor,  Mr.  Wright^ 
Mr.  RiDOELEY,  Mr.  Alston,  Mr.  Bibb,  Mr.  Mor- 
row, and  Mr.  MoKee,  were  appointed  the  coia- 
mittee. 


Monday,  November  11. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit :  William 
WiPGBRY,  from  Massachusetts ;  George  C.  Max- 
well, from  New  Jersey ;  and  Philip  B.  Key,  and 
Philip  Stuart,  from  Maryland ;  appeared,  pro- 
dUeed  their  credentials,  were  qualified,  and  took 
their  seats. 

Mr.  Sbybbrt  presented  a  petition  of  sondry 
merehanta  of  Philadelphia,  praying  permission  to 
import,  from  Great  Britain^  sundry  hardwares,  the 
property  of  the  petitioners  which  were  ordered 
previoos  to  the  paKsage  of  the  non>importation  act 
of  the  second  of  March  last. 

Mr.  Mitcrill  presented  a  petition  fVom  sundry 
merchants  in  the  city  of  New  York,  to  the  same 
effect  with  the  petition  last  stated. 

Mr.  Pitkin  presented  a  petition  of  Dwight 
Woolsey  and  Company,  and  William  W.  Wooi- 
sey  and  Company,  merchants,  of  New  Haven^  in 
Connecticut,  to  the  same  effect  with  the  foregoine. 

Mr.  QuiNCY  presented  a  petition  of  Samuel  R. 
Mnier  and  Company,  merchants,  of  Boston,  also 
to  the  same  effect  with  the  foreg^oiog. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petitions  be  severally 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rhea,  the  Committee  on  Post 
Offices  and  Post  Roads  were  instructed  to  report 
a  bill  authorizing  the  members  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  to  frank  tbe  President's 
Message  and  accompanying  documents,  transmit- 
ted to  both  Houses  of  Congress  at  tbe  opening  of 
the  present  session,  notwithstanding  the  same  may 
weigh  more  than  two  ounces. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolutiba 
submitted  by  Mr.  Bacon,  on  the  eighth  instant ;  and 
it  was  concurred  in  bythe  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Widqery,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  consider  the  expediency  of  altering 
the  term  of  the  District  Court  of  the  United  States 
for  the  District  of  Maine,  from  the  first  to  the 
second  Tuesday  in  September;  with  leave  to  re- 
port by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Widgery,  Mr.  Harper,  and  Mr.  Stur- 
OES,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Rhea,  from  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Roads,  presented  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
transportation  of  certain  documents,  free  of  post- 
age; which  was  read  twice,  amended,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to-day ; 
which  was  subsequently  done,  and  the  bill  passed. 

TuBSOAY,  Novenber  13.  r 

REFERENCE  OF  THE  MESSAGE. 

Mr.  Smilie,  after  some  appropriate  prefatolrY 
observations,  moved  that  the  House  resolve  itself 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tbe  state  of  the 
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Union,  in  order  to  take  into  consideration  the 
Message  of  the  Prestdentof  the  United  States,  tt 
the  openiiiff  of  the  sessioa. 

The  motion  being  agreed  to,  the  House  accord- 
iogly  went  into  a  Comfnittee  of  the  Whole,  when, 

Mr.  Smiue  submited  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Committee  the  fbHowing  resolutions,  viz : 

1.  Buolved,  That  fo.mach  of  the  President's  Mes* 
ssg«  as  relates  to  the  subject  of  our  foreign  relations, 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

2.  That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  measures  of  |iubUc 
defence  demanded  by  the  present  crisis,  be  referred  to 
a  select  committee. 

8.  That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  rerenne  and  the 
provisions  necessary  for  the  service  of  the  ensuing  year, 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  M eaas. 

4.  That  so  orach  as  relates  to  the  erasions  and  in- 
fractions of  our  commeraial  laws,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Oommeroe  and  Mannfrctores. 

6.  Tliat  so  much  as  relstes  to  foreign  trading  lioenses; 
and  to  the  protection  of  manulactuves  and  navigation, 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Man- 
ttfectures. 

6.  That  ao  much  as  relates  to  the  Spanish  An^erican 
Colonies,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

The  resolQtiona  being  read,  they  were  taken  ap 
separately,  and  asreed  to,  withoat  opposition,  ex- 
cept that  when  the  second  was  under  considera- 
tion, Mr.  Dawson  expressed  an  opinion  that  the 
subjects  embraced  in  that  resolution  would  be 
better  in  the  bands  of  two  or  three  committees; 
but  Mr.  Sm iLiE  assigning  as  a  reason  for  cooamit- 
ting  the  entire  subject  of  defence  to  one  commit- 
tee, that  they  woald  have  it  in  their  power  to 
take  a  view  of  the  whole  ground,  and  act  accord- 
ingly, it  was  agreed  to. 

AU  the  resolutions  being  adopted — 

Mr.  Smilic  moved  that  the  committee  rise  and 
report  the  resolutions  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Randolph  was  opposed  to  this  motion.  It 
would  be  readily  conceived,  he  said,  that  it  ia  no 
easy  matter  for  one  who  has  had  an  opportunity 
of  seeing  the  resolutions  which  form  the  basis  of 
the  proposed  report,  to  take  in,  as  they  are  read  by 
the  Clerk,  the  whole  of  their  scope  and  bearing. 
He  believed  it  had  been  the  common  practiee  to 
refer  the  Speech  of  the  President  at  the  opening 
of  the  session  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  In  the  committee,  the 
course  had  been  much  the  same  as  that  pursued  to 
day.  The  different  subjects  on  which  it  treated 
had  been  referred  either  to  standing  or  select  com- 
mittees. But  it  will  be  remembered,  that  we  are 
assembled  under  circumstances  of  a  peculiar  na- 
ture. The  Chief  Magistrate  himself  has  given 
information  to  this  liouse  to  that  effect.  He 
hoped  that  the  Message  of  the  Chief  Magistrate 
would  not  be  dissected,  taken  out  of  the  Houre, 
and  put  into  the  hands  of  committees,  so  as  to  be 
placed  out  of  the  power  of  any  member  of»this 
•  bouse  to  express  bis  sentiments  on  that  instru- 
ment. This  exproMion  of  o^riaron,  said  Mr.  R., 
IS  due  to  the  situation  in  which  we  stand.  The 
nation  expects  it  from  us.  He  crusted,  therefore, 
that  the  subject  would  not  be  foreclosed  in  the 
way  proposed.    The  House  ought,  in  the  first  | 


ptaee,  to  exprees  its  opioloo  eo  tke.Mesaagc.  Bi 
had  been  waiting  nntil  the  doevmenls  wereprisij 
for  an  opportunity  of  this  kind.  He  hope^  tft^ 
committee  woold  not  rise  and  report  thereialt 
tions,  because  if  you  do,  the  President's  M< 
will  be  taken  out  of  the  House,  and  it  vill  D»tl 
competent  for  any  gentleman  ro  take  op  sdj  p» 
of  it,  so  that  no  opinion  of  the  House  can  betake 
thereon.  He  would  move  that  the  committa 
rise  and  report  progress.  By  to-morrow,  an  01 
portunity  would  be  afibrded  of  comparing  t^ 
resolutions  of  the  gentleman  from  PenosylTaai 
with  the  Message,  and  of  ascertaining  wbeuii 
they  are  such  as  they  ought  to  be  ;  and  the  fsb 
ject  being  still  before  a  Committee  of  the  Wbok 
every  member  would  have  liberty  of  expres&iflj 
his  opinion  fully  upon  iL  1 

Mr.  Smiue  said,  the  course  which  behadtak^ 
was  that  which  had  been  invariably  pursued  her 
tofore.  Whether  it  was  best  or  not,  he  coold 
tell.  He  did  not  wish  for  any  delav.  He  tboo^ 
it  was  high  time  the  Message  or  the  PreH(M 
was  acted  upon.  When  the  several  committei 
made  their  reports,  the  getitleroao  from  YirgiBii 
will  have  an  onportonity  of  making  such  swi 
tures  upon  the  Message  as  he  may  judge  propeti 
or,  as  the  subject  is  now  before  the  Commitie< 
if  the  gentleman  chooses,  he  may  now  make  tb^ 
He  hoped  the  business  would  not  be  postpoDi 
but  that  the  question  on  the  Coramitiee'f  lisl 
and  reporting  the  resolutiooa  would  be  ukeo. 

Mr.  KANookpa  was  not  readv  for  theqoeftidi 
The  memory  of  the  worthy  geotleoMin  from  Pesa 
sy  Ivan  ia,  sa  id  he,  is  not  very  ^ood.  It  is  not  lok 
wondered  au  Age  brings  with  it  experience  aa 
many  valuable  oualiiies,  but  it  does  not  improfi 
the  memory.  He  himself  felt  the  effects  of  ii 
and  much  more  may  the  geademaa  from  Peoa 
svlvania  feel  them.  Mr.  R«  did  not  belierethi 
tne  course  now  proposed  to  be  taken  with  \k 
Message,  is  the.  same  which  has  been  always  p« 
sued.  He  recollected  that  when  he  had  first  tk 
honor  of  a  seat  in  that  Houtie,  the  Message  of  tb 
President  was  brought  in  a  mass  before  the  Ho«( 
to  be  fully  and  fairly  debated.  The  geodeisa 
must  pardon  him  for  contradicting  him  in  a  mil 
ter  of  fact.  But,  said  Mr.  R..  I  would  ask  ib« 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  oy  whatmsgics 
other  power,  he  has  been  able  to  dive  ioio'D] 
bosom  to  know  that  I  mean  to  make  strictoit 
on  the  Message  of  the  President?  The  gesile 
man  goes  on  to  state,  that  if  I  have  any  vk^ 
observations  to  make,  this  is  the  accepted  boat 
Why  this,  any  more  tnan  any  other  hour  io  ^^ 
week?  Why  do  gentlemen,  just  when  they  liav* 
got  into  a  Committee  on  the  Message,  show  sat\ 
an  aguish  trepidation  to  get  out  of  iti  U  ^* 
Message  of  so  little  importance  that  they  will  do 
give  it  attention  ?  They  will  not  say  so.  TiM 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  says  that  wbei 
these  committees  report,  every  gentleoiao  vii 
have  an  opportunity  of  expressing  his  opisioooi 
the  several  parts'into  which  it  is  dissected.  B^ 
the  ffentleman  must  know,  that  even  in  physics 
mucn  less  in  politics,  all  the  parts  are  nottiwaf: 
equal  to  the  whole ;  that  however  true  it  may  ^ 
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I  mtchemarie*  rimt  M  the  part*  are  eqaal  to  the 
hole,  it  19  not  so  in  polfttcs.  Sappone,  »sid  Mr. 
^  one  of  these  committees  reports,  and  the  report 
tmes  under  eon^idenition — members  woula  be 
teladed  from  touching  upon  the  other  parts  of 
e  Me.s$age.  If  this  course  be  pursued,  I  give 
10  warning  that  if  some  gentleman  of  this 
oase,  who  has  not  signed  the  thirty-nine  arti- 
eSf  shall  rise  to  make  his  observations,  and  shall 
nice  aojr  part  of  the  Message  not  before  the 
[oQ:»e,  he  will  be  called  to  order,  and  informed 
lat  ibat  part  of  the  Meaaage  is  yet  sleeping  with 
vlect committee.  But  the  gentlemansays,  why 
Qt  now  go  ifito  the  diacussion? — when  it  is 
town  the  doeaments  are  with  the  printers,  and 
M  within  the  arettch  Hi  the  Committee.  The  true 
xirse,  said  Mr.  R.,  is  the  ont  wbtoh  I  ha^e  sut* 
iMed-^it  is  a  eourse  wbieh  will  he  aceepiable  to 
If  DsttoD.  Whv,  said  he,  send  oat  s«eh  reams 
f  extra  National  Intelligeii^ers  bjr  mail,  hot  fo 
ifortD  the  people?  If  no  discussion  is  to  take 
keeon  the  Message,  through  what  cbatnse!  are 
tcse  committees  to  receive  the  opinion  of  this 
Itfuse?    Are  they  to  go  to  work  blindfolded? 

0  Spanish  relations,  for  instance,  what  member 
Ksesses  the  faculty  of  looking  Into  the  heart,  and 
i  nyiog  what  is  the  opinion  of  tbis  House  on 
at  subject  7  Would  it  not  be  betterj  said  he,  to 
nc  to  some  resolution  which  should  be  diree- 
f  jr  (0  these  committees  ?  To  act  otherwise,  was 
itting  the  cart  before  the  horse.  This  course 
wld  avoid  eom ID itments  and  re-eommitments ; 

1  hoped  it  would  therefota  be  taken,  by  rtsiog 
id  reporting  progress. 

Mr.  PiNDLBT  said  the  method  now  propoMd  of 
iipoting  of  the  Messa^  Iras  theaame  which  had 
veoieted  upOD  eve#  since  the  eommeneement  of 
)€  Qorernment.  Formerly,  it  was  the  practice 
iribe  President  to  make  his  address  to  Congress 
enoDtlly,  and  then  an  answer  was  to  be  returned. 
*bii  answer  bronj^ht  the  subject  of  the  Message 
cfore  the  Hoase  incidentally,  and  much  useless 
clnie  was  generally  bad  upon  it.  Bat  this  eus- 
NQ  wuiaid  aside  by  Mr.  Jeffersoa,  and  this  an- 
ceessary  debate  prevented.  The  eoorse  which 
ut  present  taken  has  been  uniform  ever  since, 
•d  he  hoped  we  should  not  now  depart. from  it, 
^cept  the  gentleman  from  Vifginia.  eoald  point 
•tti  wme  better. 

Mr.  ^iNOT  said,  it  was  not  his  wish  to  delay 
hebuiiaess  before  the  Committee,  but  he  wished 
hat  whatever  was  done  might  be  done  under- 
^odingly^  He  would  ask  whether  the  resola- 
•iofis  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
goia  corered  the  whole  object  of  the  Message  ? 
«  Wished  to  know  whether  the  affair  of  the  Lit- 
w  Belt  was  referred  to  any  committee.  He  did 
Bet  see  aay  mention  of  Indian  hostilities,  Here« 
jofore,  there  had  been  a  committee  on  Indian  af- 
»in*  They  were  never  mingled  with  onr  for- 
^'SB  relstiona.  He  thought  with  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  DAwaoN )  thai  too  many  sab- 
J^tswere  referred  te  the  committee  on  pnblic 
d«ieoee.  Mr.  d.  said  it  was  not  his  intention  to 
pre  said  anything  onnhis  suljeet ;  b^t  he  wished 
tor  xueh  a  dalay  in  thia  proee4ttre  aa  ahoiilil  give 


an  opportunity  of  examining  the  resolutions 
hrwught  forward.  He  did  not  think  they  eiQ|]>raced 
ail  tbe  objects  of  the  Message. 

Mr.  Atsfoif  observed,  that  in  case  any  gentle- 
man had  doubts  whether  certain  objects  in  the 
Message  were  embraced  br  the  resolutions,  he 
could  readily  bring  forwaro  amendments  to  the 
present  resolutions,  or  introduce  new  ones  so  as 
to  attain  his  objeet.  Mr.  A.  aaid  it  wouM  be  re- 
collected, that  in  some  former  years  the  dividing 
ot*the  Message  into  too  manjr  parts  had  created 
some  eonftttion,  by  making  it  difficult  to  deter* 
mine  to  which  committee  certain  parts  of  the 
Message  belonged.  In  the  present  division,  this 
confosion  he  presdmed  had  been  avoided.  Atatl 
events,  he  thought  it  perfectly  correct  that  the 
several  subjects  in  the  Message  should  be  first 
sent  to  select  committees  before  they  were  acted 
upon  by  the  House.  This  was  the  usual  eoorse, 
and  it  appeared  to  him  the  beat. 

Mr.  Ranoolph  said  he  was  called  opoo,  by  the 
very  respectable  and  venerable  gentleman  from 
PennsyUama,  to  point  out  a  better  plan  than  that 
which  is  proposed;  to  show  why  thia  coarse, 
which  had  been  the  practice  of  the  last  ten  years, 
ought  not  to  be  followed.  He  would  ask  the  geil- 
tleroan  from  Pennsylrania  if  he  had  ever  known 
this  House  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union  ander  similar  cireomstanoes 
with  the  present ;  or  ever  known  when  a  member 
asked  for  discussion  iti  this  Committee  that  it  was 
refused?  What,  said  he,  would  have  been  the 
surprise  of  the  Committee  had  he  ca41ed  for  the 
reading  of  the  dt^eaments  which  accompanied  the 
Message?  and  tbis  he  might  have  done,  as  he  had 
heard  then  read  but  onee,  and  then  there  was  ao 
moch  noise  in  the  House  he  heard  them  imper • 
feetly.  This  would  have  necessarily  delayed  the 
boainen,  but  it  was  not  his  wish  to  embarrass  the 
Committee.  The  doeumeacs  are  in  the  hands  of 
the  printers;  of  eoorse  the  Committee  must  have 
hsen  and  reported  progress.  This  proposition,  if 
received  with  common  temper,  most  appear  a 
reasonable  and  proper  one.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
it  woold  be  agreed  to. 

The  originiS  motion  to  rise  and  report  the  reae* 
kitions,  was  carried,  there  being  seventy  two  mem- 
bers in  favor  of  it. 

The  House  took  up  the  resolotioat. 

Mr.  Ramdolph  said  that  he  had  been  informed, 
by  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
that  the  doeaments  accompanying  the  Message 
had  not  been  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  If  so,  he  sab- 
nutted  to  the  Chair,  whether  the  proceedings 
which  had  been  hsad  were  in  order.  The  Hoase 
had  been  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
Message,  and  left  the  doeaments  behind  them. 
He  did  not  think  this  was  the  kind  of  treatment 
to  which  the  Message  was  entitled.  He  moved 
that  the  report  be  recommitted  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  to- 
gether  with  the  doeaments ;  and  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  upon  the  question. 

Mr.  AiJiToif  said,  the  doeaments  were  not  re* 
ferred,  and  for  the  best  reaaea.    They  are  never 
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taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  W4iole,  bat  are  left 
in  the  House,  and  can  always  be  referred  to^  and 
any  motion  be  founded  npoa  tliem,  which  could 
not  be  done  were  they  before  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  Smilie  said  it  was  perfectly  immaterial  to 
him  which  course  was  taken.  He  had  no  object 
but  the  inierest-of  his  coosiituents.  If  gentlemen 
beliere  they  are  justified  in  protracting  the  pub- 
lic business,  they  will  act  accordingly.  For  his 
part  he  could  not.  He  wished  to  take  up  the 
business  in  a  regular  way,  and  proceed  with  it. 

The  Speaker  said,  the  Clerk  found,  on  exatn- 
iuing  bis  minutes,  that  tl^  documents  were  re- 
ferred along  with  the  Message. 

Mr.  Randolph  observed,  that  if  the  fact  is,  as 
the  clerk  h;ld  stated  it,  it  offers  an  irrefragable 
argument  for  recommitting  the  report,  because 
the  House  had  been  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
without  having  possession  of  these  papers;  If 
the  documents  were  not  referred,  we  ougnt  to  go 
back  fur  the  reasons  before  offered,  but  if  they 
were,  we  ought  to  go  back  to  get  possession  of  them. 
In  either  case,  we  ought  to  go  back  and  get  right; 
it  would  be  l}etter  to  turn  back  and  soberly  in- 
quire  our  way,  thap  to  go  blindly  spurring  on  in 
a  wrong  road. 

Mr.  R.  wished  to  say  one  word  in  reply  to  a 
remark  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
which,  at  the  time,  he  believed  to  be  out  of  order. 
He  had  said,  ^*  if  gentlemen  can  justify  themselves 
in  protracting  the  public  business,  well.  He  had 
no  other  views  than  the  interests  of  his  constitu- 
ents." An  insinuation  that  other  gentlemen  have 
other  views,  and  that  other  gentlemen  can  justify 
themselves  for  protracting  business.  Mr.  R.  made 
no  professions  of  patriotism  in  that  Houae.  His 
property  was  In  terra  firma,  and  he  was  born  in 
the  State  which  he  represented,  and  he  loved  it 
the  better  for  it.  As  to  protracting  the  public 
business,  we  all  know,  said  he,  how  it  is  pro- 
tracted ;  as  his  friend  from  North  Carolina  had 
said  the  other  day, "  the  public  business  will  not  be 
done  until  the  roads  are  good,  in  the  Spring."  He 
hoped,  however,  that  while  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  is  satisfied  as  to  his  own  motives, 
he  will  believe  that  other  gentlemen  have  as  clear 
conciences  as  himself. 

Mr.  WiDQBRY  hoped  that  the  House  would 
proceed  with  the  public  business,  without  any 
bickering  or  personality.  He  hoped  they  were 
met  together,  like  a  band  of  brothers,  to  consider 
and  act  upon  such  measures  as  shall  best  pro- 
mote the  interests  of  our  common  country.  He 
thought  the  course  proposed .  by  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  would  be  the  best.  A  discus- 
sion would  come  with  more  propriety  after  the 
several  committees  had  reported.  He  did  not  be- 
lieve, however,  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
in  proposing  a  different  course,  wished  to  protract 
the  public  business.  He  no  doubt  thought  the 
discussion  ought  to  take  place  in  the  first  instance. 
It  was  a  mere  difference  of  opinion,  from  which 
no  evil  could  arise. 

The  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  for  a  recom- 
mitment, were  as  follows: 


Ykas — John  Bakei^  AUjah  Bi^elowy  Jama  I 
aitridge,   Elijah   Brigham,  Epaphzoditus  Chan, 
Martin  Chittenden^  William  filj,  James  Emott, 
Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  John  P.  Hongerfonl,  Ri 
Jackson,  jr.,  Philip  B.  Key,  William  R.  King,  L; 
Law»  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Robert  Le  Roj  L'lTis 
James  Milnor,  Jonathan  0.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pi 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Joslah  Quincy,  Joha 
William  Reed,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Phlljp  Staart, 
B.  Staiges,  George  Sullivan,  (Bamnel  Taggtrt, 
min  Talimadge,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White, 
Thomas  Wilson — 33. 

Nats— Willis  Alston,  Wniiam  Andenon, 
Aivher,  Daniel  Avery,  Bzeldel  Bacon,   Darid 
Josiah  Bartlett,  BurweU  Baseett,  William  VT. 
WiUiam  Blackledge,  Thomas  Blount,  Adun 
Robert  Brown,  WiDiam  A.  Burwell,  WilUim  1 
John  C.  Calhoan,  Langdon  Chtfves,  Matthew 
Thomas  B.  Cooke,  Lewis  Gondit«  WiUiam  C» 
John  Davenport,  jr.,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawaeo,! 
Desha,  Samud  Dinsmoor,  Ehas  EaiJe,  WiUiaia 
ley,  James  Fisk,  Meshack  Franktin,  Petexsoa 
wyn,  baiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grondj*  Dolling  Hali, 
Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  ^ 
John  M.  Hyneman,  Richaid  M.  Johnson,  Joseph^ 
Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Le&ver,  Pet«r  Little,  W] 
Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyie,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Gei 
Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  William    McCoj, 
McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Aruoa^  Meteak; 
L.  Mitchill,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  MoriDw, 
Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas   Newbold, 
Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  W 
Piper,  James  Pleasants,  jr.,  Benjamin  Pond,Pi 
Porter,  John  Rhea,  John  Roabe»  Jonathan  " 
Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenexer 
John  Sevier,  Adam   Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw, 
Shd&y,  John  Smilie,  George  Smidi,  John 
Richard  Stanford,  Silas  Stow,  Wflliam  Strong. 
TaUman,  Uii  Tra<7,  George  M.  Troup.  Chsiia 
n«r,jr.,  Pierre  Van  Ckirtliuidt,  jr.,  Kobert  Whi 
David  R.  WUliams,  William  Widffery,  Richard 
and  Robert  Wright-T-93» 

The  qoeetion  recarred  on  agreeing  to  ibe 
port. 

Mr.  Randolpb  moved  to  postpone  the  fi 
consideration  of  the  report  till  to^morrov,  it 
der  that  it  might  be  printed. 

Mr.  Macon  wished  some  such  motion  to 
vail.    He  had  intended  to  move  that  it  lieco 
table  till  to-morrow.    [Mr.  Randolph  witb^i 
his  motion  to  give  place  to  Mr.  Macon's.] 
M.  said  it  was  perfectly  immaterial  to  him  wb 
of  the  motions  was  made.    His  object,  bee 
assure  the  House,  was  not  delay.    He  bad 
amined  the  resolutions  offered  by  the  geod 
from  Pennsylvania.    To  the  first,  he  had  do 
jectioQ  \  but  as  to  the  second,  it  appeared  to 
that  if  it  were  the  wish  of  the  gentlemao  top 
the  public  business,  this  resolution  would  ans 
his  purpose.    He  did  not  believe  this  was  ioi 
ed.    But  there  is  more  business  given  to  ibst 
mittee  than  can  be  got  throUgn  in  any  reasooa 
time.    The  old  rule  of  procuring  despatch  by 
viding  the  iabor,'was  in  this  case  abandoned, 
his  opinion  what  relates  to  the  Army  oug'ht  w\ 
to  one  committee^  and  what  relates  to  the  Naryi 
another,  and  so  on.    He  knew  that  on  a  fonnertf^ 
easioo,  some  diffieulty  had  arisen  from  the  m 
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e  Dot  baTinir  been  accuratelf  dbsected ;  but 
.h  ordinary  care  this  might  be  avoided.  H« 
I  DO  doabt  if  the  business  tiras  thus  divided,  it 
old  be  done  much  sooner.  Not  that  he  ex- 
ted  Congress  woald  adjoarn  any  earlier ;  but 
reports  would  be  had  in  less  time,  aqd  the 
ser  begot  at.  JJe  wished  that  the  report  miffht 
HI  ibe  table  until  to-morrow,  that  tne  resolu- 
tf  might  be  examined,  and  proper  amendments 
|»red. 

ir.  Smilib  repeated  his  reasons  for  wishing 
eommittee  might  hAve  under  view  the  whole 
mi  of  defence. 

'he  question  was  put  and  negatived,  68  to  47. 
ir.  Randolph  moved  for  the  reading  of  the 
oments;  which  being  objected  to,  he  called 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question ;  which 
e  taken  ss  follows :  ' 

lift— John  Baker,  Abijah  Bigelow^  Jaine^  Bieck- 
dl^e,  Elijah  Brigbam,  Epapbroditus  ChampioB, 
mas  B.  Cooke,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Janxes  Empit, 
Fitch,  Thomas  R«  Gold,  John  P.  Hungerford, 
ard  Jackson,  jr.,  V^illiam  R.  King,  Lyman  Law, 
ph  Lewis,  jr.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Nathan- 
facon,  James  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Hugh 
MD,  Joaeph  Pearson,  James  Pleasants  jr.,  Josiah 
icy,  John  Randolph,  William  Reed,  Henry  M. 
f^Si  Daniel  Sbefiey,  Richard  Stanford,  Fhillp 
at,  Lewis  B.  8tur:ge«,  George  Sullivan,  Benjamin 
madge,  Laban  WhMton,  Leonard  White,  and 
mas  Wilaon-*-S5. 

iTs-WillU  Alston,  Jr.,  WUliam  Andavson,  8te- 
«n  Archer,  Dani^  Avery,  Eaekial  Bacon,  David 
i,  Josiah  BarUett»  BurweU  Bassett,  Wllltam  W. 
AWiUkm  Blackledge,  Thomas  Blount,  Adam 
d,  Robert  Biown,  William  A.  BurweU,  WiUiam 
W,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  Martin 
teoden,  Matthew  Clay,  Lewis  Condit,  William 
irford,  Roger  Davis,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dins- 
T,  Elias  Earle,  William  Ely.  James  Fisk,  Meahack 
aklio,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix 
indy,  Boiling  .Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper, 
«tt  Hawea,  Jaoob  Hufly,  John  M*  Hyneman,  Rich- 
M.Johnaon,,  Joseph  Kent,  Abner  Lacock»  Joseph 
ner,  Peter  Little,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle, 
v%t  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy, 
dQel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  Metcalf, 
mel  L.  Mitdiiti,  James  Morgan |  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Oiony  New,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton, 
phen  Ormsl^,  Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  Ben- 
ao  Pood,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane, 
laUitQ  Roberts,  Ebeneier  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons, 
eB«zer  Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel 
tw,  John  Sokilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Wil- 
B  HtroDg,  Samuel  Taggart,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M. 
pop.  Charles,  Turner,  jr.,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt, 
N  Whitehill,  David  R.  WiUiams,  WUliam  Wid- 

?>  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright— 84. 
be  first  resolution  was  then  taken  up  and 
leed  to.    When  the  question  on  the  second  was 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  rose  to  ascertain  whether 
nas  the  sense  of  the  House  that  all  the  objects 
^braced  in  this  resolution  should  go  to  one  co'm- 
utee.  or  they  should  be  divided  among  several. 
>rthis  purpose,  he  moved  to  strike  out  the  gen- 
>1  expressions,  to  Insert  the  words  "  for  filling 
e  r&nb,  prolonging  the  enlistment  of  regular  ^ 


troops,  and  of  auxiliary  force."  It  would  be  seen 
to  be  his  object,  to  give  all  that  relates  to  the  Ar- 
my to  one  committee,  all  that  relates  to  the  Navy 
to  another,  dec.  He  was  of  opinion,  also,  that 
several  objects  contained  in  the  Message  had  been 
overlooked. 

The  motion  for  striking  out  waa  carried,  72  votes 
beinff  in  faror  of  it:  but  vheo  the  blank  came  to 
be  fined,  much  desultory  debate  took  place. ^ome 
members  wished  to  insert  other  words  than  tht>se 
proposed  bv  the  gentleman  from  South  Card- 
liiia;  but  this  was  deemed  out  of  order.  At 
length,  it  was  agreed  that  the  blank  must  be  filled 
witb  the  words,  proposed,  but  that  other  words 
might  afterwards  be  added  by  way  of  amendment. 
This  was  accordingly  done. 

After  the  blank  was  filled  as  above  proposed, 

Mr.  Bibb  moved  to  add  the  following  words ; 
"  for  the  acceptance  of  volunteer  corps,  for  detach- 
'  medts  of  {portions  of  the  militia,  and  for  such  a 
'  proportion  of  the  great  body,  as  will  proportion 
<  Its  usefulness  to  its  intrinsic  capacities."  Which 
was  agreed  to. 

The  other  resolutions  reported  were  agreed  to 
without  debate. 

Mr.  Dawson  moved  an  additional  resolution, as 
follows :  "  That  so  much  of  the  Message  as  re- 
lates to  the  naval  force  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  maritime  defence  of  our  frontier,  be  referred 
to  a  select  committee." — Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Baoon  moved  the  following  additional  re- 
solutions :  ^^  That  to  much  of  the  Message  as  re- 
'  lates  to  the  manufacturing  of  cannon  and  small 
'  arms  and  providing  munitions  of  war,  be  referred 
'  to  a  select  committee  :"  and  "  that  so  much  of 
^  the  Message  as  relates  to  Indian  aflfairs,  be  re- 
*  ferred  to  a  select  committee."— Agreed  to. 

All  the  select  committees  which  were  thought 
necessary, being  appointed,  it  was  determined  that 
the  first,  on  Foreign  Relations,  should  consist  of 
nine  members ;  the  committees  on  the  Spanish  col- 
onies and  Navy  concerns,  to  consist  of  seven  mem- 
bers; and.  those  on  manufacturing  cannon  and 
Indian  affairs,  to  consist  of  five  members. 

The  resolutions,  as  amended,  are  in  the  foilow- 
ng  words: 

1.  Resolved^  Thai  so  much  of  the  President's 
Message  as  relates  to  the  subject  of  our  foreign  re- 
lations, be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

2.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  President's 


unteer  corps;  to  detachments  of  militia,  and  to 
such  a  preparation  oi  the  great  body  as  will  pro- 
portion its  usefulness  to  its  intrinsic  capacity,  be 
referred  to  a  sielect  committee. 

3.  Resolved^  That  those  parts  of  the  Message  of 
the  President  which  relate  to  the  Naval  force  of 
the  United  States,  and  to  the  defence  of  our  mari- 
time frontier,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

4.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  President's 
Message  as  relates  to  the  revenue  and  the  provis* 
ionS  necessary  for  the  service  of  the  ensuing  year, 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  "Ways  and  Means. 

5.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  President's 
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Message  as  relates  to  the  evasion  and  infraction 
of  our  commercial  laws,  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  Manafactares. 

6.  Resolved^  That  so  miieii  of  the  President's 
Message  as  relates  to  foreign  trading  liceosts,  and 
to  the  protection  of  manutactures  and  navigation, 
be  referred  to  tJite  Committee  of  Commarce  And 
MaiMfaotures, 

7.  itoo/vedL  Tbct  so  moeh  of  the  President's 
Message  as  rentes  to  the  SpMnish  Amerioaa  eolo- 
nies,  be  referred  to  a  seleet  committee. 

8.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  said  Message 
as  relates  to  the  manufactureof  cannon  and  small 
arms,  and  the  providing  manitions  of  war,  he  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee. 

9.  Reached^  That  so  much  of  the  said  Message 
as  relates  to  Indian  affiitrs,  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee. 

/  Mr.  Porter,  Mr.  Calhoun,  Mr.  Grundy,  Mr. 
/  Smilie,  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Key,  Mr. 
r  Desha,  and  Mr.  Seaver,  were  appointed  (he  com- 
(^  mittee  on  the  first  resolution. 

Mr^  Williams,  Mr.  Wright^  Mr.  Macon,  Mr. 
Nelson,  Mr.  Stow^  Mr.  Maxwell,  and  Mr.  Tall- 
madge,  were  appointed  the  committee  on  the  sec- 
ond resolution. 

Mr.  Cbeves,  Mr.  Newton,  Mr.  Milnor,  Mr. 
Cluincy,  Mr.  Cooke,  Mr.  McKim,  and  Mr.  Fisic 
were  appointed  the  committee  on  the  third  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  Mitchlll,  Mr.  Bibb,  Mr.  Blackledge,  Mr. 
.Taggart,  Mr.  Champion,  Mr.  Butler,  and  Mr. 
.Shaw,  were  appointed  the  committee  on  the  sev- 
enth resolution. 

Mr.  Sevbert,  Mr.  Little,  Mr.  Qoodwvn,  Mr. 
Tracy,  and  Mr.  Sturges,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee on  the  eiehth  resolution. 

Mr.  McKee,  Mr.  Sevier,  Mr.  Morrow,  Mr.  Shef- 
fey,  and  Mr.  Brown,  were  appointed  the  commit- 
tee on  the  ninth  resolution. 

And  then,  on  motion  the  House  adjourned  until 
to-morrow. 


WfiDif  B8DAY,  November  13. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  Thomas  Gholsomj 
from  Virginia,  appeared,  produced  his  credentials, 
was  qualified,  ana  took  his  seat« 

Mr.  duiNCY  presented  two  petitions  from  sun- 
dry merchants  of  Boston,  to  the  same  effect  with 
the  petition  of  William  Dean,  presented  the  eighth 
instant — Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures, 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  presented  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Thomas  and  Jonn  Clifford,  of  PhiladeU 
phia,  and  Charles  Wirgman,  of  Baltimore ;  which 
was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  McKiM  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  mer^ 
chants  of  Baltimore,  to  the  same  effect  with  the 
petition  of  the  merchants  of  Boston  above  stated.-— 
Keferred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bartlett,  the  report  of  the  * 


Secretary  of  War,  the  Secretary  and  Compr. 
of  the  Treasury,  on  the  claims  of  sundry  refi 
from  the  British  provinces  of  Canads  aod  I 
Scotia,  made  in  the  yeas  1805  aod  1806, 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  La& 
report  by  bll,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  PoiNDEXTER  presented  a  petition  of 
inhabitants  of  the  Mississippi  Territory 
that  the  said  Territory  may  be  made  into  t 
rate  State  and  admitted  into  the  Union.—R 
to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  PoiNDEXTER,  Mr.  Orunot,  Mr. 
Mr.  Lacock,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr:  Widgsbv, 
Mr.  Chittenden,  were  appointed  the  com 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Poindbxtbr,  the  petiti 
the  Legislature  of  the  Mississippi  Territorf. 
seated  the  twenty-first  of  January  last,  wai 
red  tofhe  said  select  committee. 

Mr.  QmNcr  presented  a  petition  of  Ai 
Eliot,  merchant  of  Boston,  to  tjie  same  efftfci 
the  petition  of  William  Dean,  presented  the 
instant.— Referred  to  the  Committee  of  C 
and  Manufactures. 

Go  motion  of  Mr.  Qold,  a  committee 
pointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
lag  by  law /or  the  more  conveoii^iit  taking 
cognisances  of  bail  and  affidavits  in  cases  d 
ing  in  the  respective  Courts  of  tke  United 
with  leave  lo  report  by  bill. — ^Mr.  Qo\a^ 
MiLNoa,  and  Mr.  Ridgblt,  vera  appoioietf 
eomaiitee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MoRaow,the  Comoii 
the  Public  Laods  were  iosiroeted  to  inqoifC* 
the  expediency  of  suspending  tlia  operaiioQ 
much  of  the  sixth  section  of  the  act,  eatiiN 
act  providinj^  iot  the  final  adjustment  of  cUi 
lands,  and  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands 
Territories  of  Orleans  and  Louisiana,''  as 
that  the  land  offices  established    in  the  0 
Territory  shall  be  opened  on  the  first  day  of 
ary,  1812 ;  with  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or 
wise. 

Mr,  Tallmadoc,  from  the  com  mittee  ap, 
on  the  petition  of  Abraham  Whipple,  preseti 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Abraham  Whi  pple ;  whicb 
read  and  ooodmitttd  to  a  Coaantttv^  of  tbe  ^ 
on  Friday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.BAsatTT,  the  petitions  oTl 
Chevallie,  attorney  ef  Amelie  Boffenie  Be« 
chais,  presented  twenty-fonrth  of  Uecember. 
and  second  of  April  1806,  tog^etber  with  aH 
documents  concerning  thesa  id  olaioi,  were  ref 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Bleecker  presented  a  petition  of  GMJ 
Dummer  and  Company,  and  Gordon  and  Di 
Buck,  merchants,  of  New  York,  to  the  same  J 
with  the  petition  of  William  Dean,  preseocei^ 
eighth  instaot. — Referred  to  the  CorominM 
Commerce  and  Manufactures.  | 

Mr.  Lyle  presented  petitions  of  sundry  ioM 
tants  of  the  Western  parts  of  the  United  Sta 
praying  tbat  the  mails  of  the  United  States  a 
not  be  carried,  and  that  post  offices  msy  Q<^ 
opened,  on  Sundays. — Referred  to  the  CoiDoi^ 
on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads.  ' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ConDit,  the  Committed 


5 


HISTOET  OF  CONGRESS. 


846 


fEMBCB,  1811. 


Protecutiona  for  Libel. 


H.opB. 


Bmerce  and  lAanafactures  were  tostructed  to 
aire  ioto  the  ezpedieocy  of  eocouragiDg  the 
ittfacture  of  iron,  either  by  pjrotiectiDg  impost 
e&,  DC  prohibiting  the  im  porta  lion  of  caf  tings, 
iroQ,  spikes,  nails,  brads,  and  rolled  sheet  or 
pirod)  ioco  the  Uniied  States  itnd  its  Territo* 
}  wiih  lea?e  to  report  by  bill. 
.Message  wa^  received  from  the  President  of 
United  States,  commanicacing  copies  of  a 
■efpoodence  between  the  £nvoy  Extraordinary 

Minister  Pleniootentiary  of  Qreat  Britain, 
iki  Secretary  ot  State,  relative  to. the  aggres- 
I  committed  by  a  British  ship  of  wat  on  the 
led  States'  frigate  Chesapeake,  by  which  it 
be  seen  that  that  subject  oi  difference  betwaea 
two  coantries  U  terminated,  by  aa  offer  of  rep- 
100,  which  has  been  acced^  to. 
be  House  proceeded,  by  ballot,  to  the  eleetion 
Chaplain  to  Cpogress,  on  their  part ;  and  upon 
ttiniog  the  ballots^  it  appeared  that  the  Rev- 
id  Mr.  Sua  ath  eh  was  duly  elected.  > 
looiber  Message  was  received  ffom  the  Presi- 
t  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  the  result 
be  census,  lately  caken.  of  the  inhabitants  of 
United  States,  with  a  letier  from  the  Secre- 

of  State  relative  thereto. — Referred  to  the 
nittee  appointed  to  fix  the  apportionment  of 
fesentatives, 

EXPENDITURE  OF  MQNEYI^ 

Ir,  Rahdolpb  said,  the  House  having  made  a 
iutioD  oC  the  Message  of  the  President  of 
United  States,  he  felt  himself  called  apon  to 
hit  a  motion  to  the  consideration  of  the  Hoasa* 
.as  the  House  was  then  thin,  lie  would  only 
it  on  the  table.  It  would  have  been  submit- 
)be  said,  two  yean  ago,  but  for  the  circnm^ 
ices  which  he  should  state  to4he  House  when 
R  at  leisare.    The  motion  was  as  follows : 

Boohed,  That  a  committee  be  appofaited  toiaqaire 
1  npoit  whether  moneys  dmwa  from  the  Treaeory 
aihe  3d  of  Man^  1801»  have  been  fiuidally  ex- 
ded  00  the  oi^ecta  for  which  they  were  apptopriatadt 
Ivbether  the  same  have  been  regularly  accdwated 

PHOSECUnONS  FOR  LIBEL. 

fbeSpsAKBB  prcaattted  a  memorial  of  Matthew 
fon,of  Kentuexy,  stating  that,  wliibt  a  member 
tbe  Hoase  of  Representatives  of  the  Uaited 
Hcs,  from  the  Slate  of  Yeroaont,  be  was  ilk- 
^  tried  and  Tommd  guilty^  under  a  ehawe  of  s^ 
ioQfSod  fined  the  sum  oif  one  thouiaod  dt>Hars 
M^D^risoned  twelve  months,  and  praying  that 
fnid  fine  may  he  repaid,  with  interest^  togetb^ 
|b  bis  pay  as  a  miembier  of  Congress,  whicft  waa 
ibbeld  during  his  confiuement. 
Tbe  petition  being  read, 
«'•  Naw  moved  that  it  be  referred,  with  the 

P^P^ying  dacumants^  to  the  Committee  of 

■aims. 

^^  Babbbtt  was  opposed  to  this  reference. 
^epetitiooer  had  any  claim  upon  the  United 
lies,  i I  must  be  on  the  ground  that  the  law 
der  which  he  was  convicted  was  onconstitu- 
'o>l>  A  claim  of  this  kind  could  not  be  recog* 
Kd  by  that  comouttee.    He  thought,  therefore^ 


it  would  be  more  proper  to  refer  this  petition  to 
a  select  committee.  This  was  desirable  also 
from  the  consideration  that  the  Committee  of 
Claims  is  generally  overburdened  with  business. 

Mr.  McKee  could  not  distinctly  hear  the  gen* 
tleman  from  Virginia ;  but  he  understood  him  as 
recommending  a  reference  of  this  petition  to  a 
select  committee,  in  preference  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims.  He  had  no  objection  to  such  a  dis« 
position  of  it,  though  it  appeared  to  him,  as  a 
claim,  to  be  a  proper  subject  for  the  Committee 
of  Claims.  The  petitioner  does  not  a^k  for  a 
gratuity  from  tha  Qovernment.  but  a  repayment 
of  money  which  he  states  to  have  been  impro- 
perly paid  into  the  cofiers  of  the  United  States  ia 
the  form  of  a  fine.  Whether  the  claim  be  well 
founded,  or  otherwise,  remains  (or  the  committee 
to  decide. 

Mr.  Naw  said,  it  having  been  represented  to 
him,  that  it  would  be  most  proper  to  refer  the 
petition  to  a  select  committee,  ne  would  so  diange 
nis  motion, 

Mr.  Ranoolpr  had  no  doubt  it  would  be  re- 
collected, that  at  the  first  session  of  Congress, 
under  the  Administration  of  the  present  rresi- 
dant,  the  session  which  met  in  May,  1809,  a  com« 
mtttee  was  raised  ^*to  inquire  whether  any,  and 

*  what  prosecutions  had  been  instituted  before  the 

*  courts  of  the  United  States  for  libels  at  commoa 
'  l^w,  and  to  report  such  provisions  as  in  their 
^  opinion  may  be  necessary  for  securing  the  (ree- 

*  dom  of  speech  and  of  the  press."  Congress  adr 
journed  after  a  short  session  in  June.  The 
chaii'man  of  that  committee  was  directed  to  ad- 
dress letters  to  the  clerks  of  the  several  courts  in 
which  such  prosecutions  had  been  commenced. 
To  some  of  these  letters  answers  were  received 
after  the  adjouromenL  These  answers  received 
in  the  recess  (all  except  one,  which  the  chair- 
man had  found  amongst  his  private  papers  since 
the  meeting  of  the  present  session)  were  trans- 
mitted to  the  Clerk  of  this  House,  in  whose  poa- 
sessioo  it  is  presumed  ihey  now  are.  The  chair- 
man of  that  committee^  at  the  two  succeeding, 
sessions,  was,  by  the  visitation  of  God,  and  from 
circumstances  without  his  control,  for  the  first 
time  since  he  had  the  hoitor  of  a  seat  on  this 
floor,  prevented  from  attending  to  his  duty  till 
the  sessions  had  considerably  advanced,  other- 
wise he  would  have  felt  it  obligatory  on  him  to 
have  called  the  attention  of  Congress  to  this  sub- 
ject. It  was  his  intention,  at  the  present  session, 
without  knowing  anything  of  this  jpetition,  to. 
have  called  the  attention  of  the  House  to  it, 
amongst  others,  at  an  early  day.  He  thought  it 
behooved  this  House,  as  the  guardian  of  the  pub- 
lic purse  and  public  weal,  to  take  care  that  the 
stream  of  public  justice  be  preserved  pure  and 
free  from  pollution;  and  whether  persons  have 
sufiered  by  prosecutioosi  under  the  sedition  law, 
or  Cinder  tne  common  law  of  Englapd-*-not  the 
common  law  of  the  States,  as  modified  by  the 
laws  of  the  IJniied  States  in  their  corporate 
capacity — be  was  for  afibrdin^  them  relief.  ^  He 
wished  to  see  if  any  of  our  citizens  had  received 
injctry  from proaecutions  of  this  kind;  and,  if  they 
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had.  to  redress  the  wrong  by  such  a  prospective 
measure  as  may  preyent  a  recurrence  of  similar 
mischief. 

It  seems  idle,  said  Mr.  R.,  fur  any  man  to  nn- 
dertake,  by  statute,  to  do  that  which  the  Great 
Charter  of  our  Confederation  has  endeavored  to 
do  in  vain.  It  is,  it  appears,  impossible  to  pre- 
vent men,  heated  b^  party,  and  seeking  only  the 
gratification  of  their  own  passions,  from  tramp* 
ling  in  the  dost  the  charter  which  we  have 
sworn  to  support;  fqr  though  our  Constitution 
has  said,  in  the  broadest  terms  which  our  lan- 
guage knows,  that  the  freedom  of  speech  and  of 
the  press  shall  not  be  abridged^  men  have  been 
found  so  lost  to  all  sense  of  their  country's  good, 
•s  to  pass  the  act,  eommonlv  called  the  sedition 
act,  and  to  send  out  our  judges  to  dispense,  not 
law,  but  politics  from  the  bench.  It  would  seem 
idle  to  attempt  to  prevent,  by  statutory  provis- 
ions, similar  abuses.  But  though,  formed  as  we 
are,  we  cannot  attain  perfection,  we  ought,  in 
imitation  of  a  divine  example,  to  aspire  to  it,  and 
endeavor  to  preserve  in  purity  the  great  Magna 
Charta  of  our  country. 

This  subject,  Mr.  K.  said,  might  appear  frivo- 
Ions  to  others.  He  knew  that  men  intent  on 
worldly  things,  with  their  snouts  grovelling  in  the 
mud,  who  hold  evervthing  but  sordid  pelf,  and 
still  more  dis^cefnl  office,  as  dross  and  dust, 
would  not  think  it  worth  while  to  attend  to 
things  of  this  kind.  Nor  did  he  wish  to  set  him- 
self up  for  a  political  Pharisee,  and  thank  God 
that  he  was  not  as  other  men  are. 

Mr.  R.  moved  to  amend  the  reference,  by  add- 
ing to  it  the  following: 

^With  instmctions  to  inquire  whether  any,  and 
what,  prosecutions  have  been  instituted  before  the 
courts  of  the  United  States  for  libels,  under  the  sedi- 
tion law  or  the  common  law,  and  by  what  authority; 
and  to  make  such  provifflons  as  thej  may  deem  neees- 
saiy  for  securing  the  freedom  of  speeeh  and  of  the 
press." 

M[r.  R.  hoped  this  amendment  would  be  agreed 
to;  for,  said  be,  it  is  evident  that  when  we  came 
into  power,  when  we  succeeded  to  our  predeces- 
sors, proper  measures  were  not  taken  for  purifying 
the  violent  temper  of  the  day — for  preventing 
the  recurrence  of  prosecutions  of  this  Kind,  He 
recollected  having  heard,  at  the  close  of  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  second  President  of  the  United 
States,  one  of  the  most  beautiful  pieces  of  declam- 
ation, from  a  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
which  he  had  ever  heard,  in  which  he  conjured 
the  House  to  re-enact  the  sedition  act,  because, 
said  he,  we  are  about  to  surrender  the  Govern- 
ment into  the  hands  of  men  in  whom  we  have 
no  confidence,  and  I  wish  to  retain  this  law  as 
our  shelter,  because,  by  this,  if  we  are  prosecuted 
for  a  libel,  we  can  give  the  truth  in  evidence. 
Mr.  R.  said  he  listened  to  the  ffentleman,  but  he 
thought  he  was  talking  for  tallcing's  sake.  He 
did  not  believe  that  himself  believed  a  word  of 
what  he  said.  Mr.  R.  did  not  suppose  that  a 
prosecution  at  common  law,  for  a  libel,  could 
take  place  under  a  Republican  Administration. 
He  thought  the  gentleman  was  maldng  the  best 


apology  he  could  for  the  sedition  law.  tod 
he  was  glad  to  find  himself  in  a  mtnoritjr  09 1 
motion  tor  continuing  it.  But,  said  he.  ex; 
ence  teacheth.  I  find  it  possible  even  for 
Pharisees  themselves  sometimes  to  slide,  sj«f 
times  to  fall.  He  thought  it  dae  to  our  coiuli 
and  to  ourselves,  that  whatever  abuses  fd| 
without  stopping  to  inquire  whether  the  ssSiv 
be  a  Catholic  or  a  Protestant,  a  FedenluU 
Democrat,  or  a  Monarchy  man,  to  redress  j| 
wrong.  What  would  be  said  in'a  court  of 
tice  in  a  case  of  murder?  ItWMildoot  beti 
worth  while  to  inquire  what  was  the  offe 
politics,  or  whether  honest  or  the  contrary, 
considered  honest  men  as  of  right  politia 
unfortunately  happens,  said  he,  that  some 
make  up  in  zeal  what  they  know  themseli 
be  deficient  in  honor  and  honesty. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to  and  the 
tion  referred  to  a  committee  of  seven,  coosi 
of  Mr,  N$w.  Mr.  Rakoolph,  Mr.  Wright. 
Troup,  Mr.  Wbitebill,  Mr.  Mobcley,  and: 
Cooke. 


TauasDAY,  November  14.  J 

Another  member, to  wit:  Jobm  CLOProx^fii 
Virginia,  appeared,  produced  his  credeatiali,  4 
qualified,  and  took  his  seat.  \ 

Mr.  RflEA,  from  the  committee  appointed  | 
the  eighth  instant,  presented  a  bill  providiQ^I 
the  government  of  the  Territory  of  Loaistafl 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  C«| 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next.  j 

Mr.  WiDOERY,  from  the  committee  appoiif 
on  tbe  eleventh  instant,  presented  a  bill  to  dj 
the  time  of  holding  one  of  the  terms  of  the  A 
uict  court  of  the  District  of  Maine ;  which  ^ 
read  twice  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  il| 
the  third  time  to-morrow,  « 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BASBtTT,  a  committee  a^ 
appointed  to  pre^yare  and  report  such  staadij 
rules  and  orders  of  proceding  as  are  proper  to| 
observed  in  this  House. 

Mr.  Bassbtt,  Mr.  Pitkik,  Mr.  Macox.  II 
Nelson,  Mr.  Bibb,  Mr.  dciKcr.  and  Mr.  Fisoid 
were  appointed  the  said  coauBittec.  1 

Mr.  Rbsa,  moved  the  folk>wiog  resolutioa: 

EtBohed,  That  the  ComttiHtee  of  Ooaimerce  J 
Maaufikctares  be  instnicted  to  inquire  inls  the  expal 
ency  of  laying  additional  duties  en  all  oouse  bmsiAi 
tores  of  flax  and  hemp.  I 

Mr.  CoNDiT,  moved  the  following  resolatioat 

Rewlved^  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce  is| 
Manufkctures  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expi 
diency  of  encouraging  the  culture  of  hempen  gm 
either  by  protecting  duties,  or  prohibttiag  the  impv 
tatlon,  into  the  United  States  and  its  Territohef,  1 
hemp,  or  goods  manufactured  from  it ;  and  that  tbij 
have  leave  to  report  by  bill. 

The  resolutions  were  read,  and  ordered  to  li^ 
on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jebninos,  a  committee  ws 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ao 
thorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States  n 
cause  to  be  opened  a  road  from  the  Northern  liQ< 
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aUished  by  the  Treaty  of  Greenville)  where  the 
lited  States'  iToad  from  VioceoDes  meets  the  said 
e,  lo  the  North  Bend,  in  the  State  of  Ohio; 
th  ie«Te  to  report  ihereoo  by  bill,  or  otherwise, 
dr.  Jenninob,  Mr.  New,  and  Mr.  Morrow, 
re  appoioted  the  committee. 


Frioat,  November  !& 

lir.  Pickens  presented  a  petittoa  from  inhabi* 
it^  in  the  western  part  of  North  Carolina,  com* 
liaio^  of  mischief  occasioned  by  the  settlement 
white  persons  on  the  lands  of  tne  Cherokee.In- 
ns. — Referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 
At.  Bassstt,  on  accoant  of  the  state  of  his 
iltb,  begged  to  be  excused  from  serving  on  the 
m mi t tee  of  Claims,  declaring  that  he  was  qo- 
e  to  attend  to  the  dnties  imposed  upon  the 
airnian  of  that  important  committee,  fix- 
ed. 

dr.  Butler  also  wished  to  be  excused  from 
riog  on  the  same  committee.  He  was  also 
used. 

•Ir.  D.  R.  WiLLiAila  said,  out  of  courtesy,  he 
1  voted  in  the  majority  on  the  questions  which 
I  just  been  decided ;  but  he  was  apprehensive 
had  done  wrong,  and  moved  for  a  reconsidera- 
1  of  the  qoeslton..  He  hoped  tbeChairtiian'of 
Committee  of  Claims  would  consent  to  retain 
situation,  and  attempt  to  do  the  business  to 
ich  he  had  been  apfioioied.  He  was  fearful 
t  his  relinquishing  bis  post  would  be  attended 
:h  bad  consequences.  No  doubt  his  relinquish- 
Dt  bad  occasioned  his  colleague  to  beg  to  be 
:used.  He  hoped  that  both  gentlemen  would 
iseot  to  retain  their  situations, 
lifter  an  explanation  from  Mf.  BAaserr,  that 
was  really  unable  to  endure  the  necessary  fa- 
ne of  the  business ;  and  from  Mr.  Birf  ler  that 
had  served  several  years  on  this  committee, 
i  that  be  expected  shortly  to  be  under  the 
eessity  of  asking  leave  of  absence ;  the  motion 
f  reconsideration  was  withdrawn. 
Mr.  ftntacy  presented  the  petition  of  Aaron 
ddwin,  praying  for  the  remission  of  certain  for- 
tores  which  he  had  incurred  under  the  restric- 
'e  laws.— Referred. 

Mr.  Morrow  reported  a  bill  extending  the  time 
r  opening  the  several  land  offices  in  tl^  Territo- 
of  Orleaas.— Twice  raid  and  committed. 
A  bill  was  reported  to  authorise  a  public  road 
>m  a  point  in  the  north  line  establbbed  by 
e Treaty  of  Qreenville,  where  the  United  States' 
ad  from  Vineennes  meets  the  said  line  to  the 
ttth  Bend,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  which  was 
lice  read  and  committed. 
The  bill  for  altering  the  time  of  holding  one 
Cthe  terms  of  the  United  8tate:»'  courts  in  the 
Hstrict  of  Maine,  was  read  the  third  time  and 
•sued. 

INDIAN  AFFAIRS. 

Mr.  Rhea  proposed  the  following  resolution  for 
doption : 

"  Resohfedf  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Afisirs 
« inftmcted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extend- 
Bg  the  bnrs  ^  the  United  States  over  those  parts  of 


the  States  and  Territories  of  the  United  States,  to 
which  the  Indian  title  is  not  extinguished,  in  such 
manner  ss  that  all  white  persons  residing  within  any 
of  the  said  parts  of  the  United  States  may  and  shsUbe 
lisble  to  the  operation  of  those  laws.'' 

Mr.  R«  added,  that  if  the  petttioos  which  had 
this  morning  been  presented  by  the  gentleman 
from  Norih  Carolina  had  been  read,  the  necessity 
of  taking  some  measure  similar  to  the  one  which 
he  proposed,  would  have  been  evident  to  every 
member  of  the  House,  as  the  Indian  countries  are 
become'  an  asylum  for  persons  guilty  of  every 
enormity. 

Mr.  PiOKENS  stated,  that  if  an  v  doubt  existed  as 
to  the  propriety  of  passing  tnis  resolution,  he 
would  call  tor  the  reading  of  the  petitions  which 
he  had  presented. 

Mr.  Wriobt  bad  some  doilbts  whether  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  did  not  at  present  extend  to 
cases  of  this  kind,  and  wished  the  resolution  to 
lie  on  the  table  until  the  subject  could  be  looked 
into. 

Mr.  Bibb  said,  a  case  had  lately  occurred  in 
the  Stat^  of  Georgia,  which  showed  the  necessity 
of  some  farther  provision  on  this  subject.  A  mur- 
der of  a  most  atrocious  kind  had  been  committed 
within  the  Indian  country ;  the  parties  were  taken 
near  the  spot,  and  brought  before  the  Federal  au* 
thority  in  Georgia ;  and  upon  a  question  of  juris- 
diction, the  judges  decided  that  the  court  had  no 
authority  in  the  case.  Iq  a  similar  instance,  the 
offenders  were  brought  before  the  State  authori- 
ties, which  determined  in  the  same  wajr,  and  the 
offenders,  of  course,  were  in  both  cases  discharged. 

Mr.  Gkdndt  was  of  opinion  that  the  United 
States  courts  had,  at  present,  complete  jurisdic- 
tion of  all  criminal  cases  which  might  arise  with- 
in the  Indian  boundary,  the  case  cited  by  the  gen- 
tleman'from  Georgia  noth withstanding ;  but  he 
supposed  the  object  of  this  resolution  was  to  sup- 
ply the  defects  of  the  law  at  present  in  civil  cases. 

Mr.  PoiNDBXTBR  had  no  doubt  but  the  courts  of 
the  United  States  had  jurisdiction  of  criminal  of- 
fences, committed  within  the  Indian  boundary. 
Congre^,  at  their  first  session,  made  provision  for 
the  punishment  of  offenders  chargea  with  mur* 
der.  piracy,  dbc,  committed  on  the  high  seas  or 
without  the  territory  of  the  United  States.  But 
the  difficulty  suggested  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  existed.  Persons  who  have  committed 
petty  offences  and  debtors  go  over  to  the  Indian 
territory,  where  the  law  cannot  reach  ihem.  He 
doubted  whether  the  resolution  was  calculated  to 
reach  this  object,  and  therefore  wished  it  to  He  on 
the  table  that  it  might  be  amended. 

Mr*  Rrba  hoped  he  might  be  permitted  to  judge 
for  himself  whether  the  resolution  which  he  had 
offsred  was  calculated  to  accomplish  the  object 
which  he  had  in  view.  His  colleague  had  inti- 
mated that  the  laws,  at  present,  extend  to  crimi- 
nal offences,  though  the  gentletnan  from  Georgia 
had  stated  a  case  in  which  the  judges  had  deter- 
mined otherwise.  This  shows,  at  least,  that  the 
law  wants  revision,  not  only  with  respect  to  crim- 
inal, but  civil  matters.  He  had  drawn  the  reso- 
lution in  the  most  general  terms. 
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Mr.  Bibb  codld  oot  coac^ive  bow  tbe  judges  of 
the  Federal  Court,  in  the  ease  he  badciied^coold 
have  decided  as  thejr  did  with  the  law  which  had 
been  referred  to  before  them.  Perbapi  it  miffht 
have  arisen  from  a  cltose  of  the  Cfonscitnt^o, 
which  directs  that  jurors  shall  be  drawn  froia  the 
district  where  the  offence  is  committed. 

The  resolution  was  laid  on  the  t&Ue. 

DOMESTIC  MANUFACTUREa 

Mr.  Rhea  called  up  for  consideration  the  resor 
lutioQ  which  he  laid  upon  the  table  yesterday  pro- 
posing an  additional  duty  on  coarse  hemp  and  flax. 

The  resolution  was  considered,  andj  on  motion, 
the  words  "and  cotton/'  were  added  to ii,  by  con- 
sent of  the  mover. 

Mr.  Grunot  observed,  that  several  detached 
i^olutions  for  the  encouragement  of  domestic 
maoufaciures  had  been  offered  to  the  House.  He 
wished  the  adoption  of  a  proposition  which  should 
include  all  the  manufactures  of  the  country*  He 
honed  the  present  motion  might  lie  on  the  table  for 
a  lew  daySf  until  such  a  proposition  could  be  pre- 
pared. It  18,  said  he,  an  object  of  great  magni- 
tude, when  we  consider  the  vast  sums  of  money 
which  have  lately  been  vested  in  establishments 
of  this  kind  ;  s^nd  the  present  is  a  favorable  mo- 
ment  for  adopting  some  measures  to  give  our 
manufactures  countenance  and  support. 

Mr.  RufiA  could  not  agree  to  the  proposed  post* 
ponement.  He  should  never  obtain  his  object,  if 
he  were  to  agree  to  one  postponement  aft^r  ano- 
ther. His  colleague  could,  at  any  time,  submit  bis 
proposition,  without  hindering  the  progress  of  the 
one  he  had  introduced. 

After  some  conversation  as  to  the  propiiety  of 
discussing  this  proposition  in  the  House, 

The  Speaker  decided,  that  though  there  is  a 
role  of  the  House  which  says  that  all  proposi- 
tions for  laving  a  tax  shall  be  discussed  in  (Com- 
mittee of  tne  Whole  >  this  resolution,  in  bis  opi- 
nion, did  not  come  within  that  rule,  as  it  was 
merelv  an  inatruction  to  a  committea  to  ioquira 
into  the  expediency  of  laying  an  additional  tax. 

The  motion,  for  laying  the  proposition  on  the 
table,  was  carried,  51  to  47. 

AMERICAN  SEAMEN* 

Mr.  MiLNoa  rose,  and  obi^erved  there  was  no 
topic  more  important  than  the  protection  of  Amer- 
ican seamen,  and  vet  ha  believed  it  wotild  be 
acknowledged  by  all  who  have  given  ooosidera- 
tion  to  the  subject,  that  our  laws  on  this  subject 
are  materially  defective.  The  object  of  these 
laws  ought  to  be  twofold ;  in  the  first  place,  for  the 
protection  of  bona  file  American  citizens,  and 
secondly,  (or  the  prevention  of  the  abuse  of  those 
[protections  by  citizens  of  other  countries  not  en- 
titled to  them.  It  will  be  recollected,  that  the  act 
for  relief  of  American  seamen  makes  it  the  duty 
of  the  collectors  to  furnish  certificates  of  citizen- 
ship in  the  manner  therein  \li reeled ;  but,  owing 
to  an  error  of  Congress,  no  maoner  is  prescribed  ', 
and,  of  course,  the  collectors  have  been  left  to  ac- 
cept of  such  proof  as  they  deemed  sufficient,  or  to 
act  under  the  directions  of  the  Secretary  of  the 


I  Trtasory,  which,  in  most  instances,  is  an  aB9«| 
way  of  proceeding.    The  penal  Uws  of  the  U^ 
ted  States  provide jao  paoishment  for  ibecrimej 
perjury  in  these  cases.    A  recent  instance.  )^ 
M.  said,  bad  occurred  in  the  district  which  ben 
presented.    An  Italian,  not  twenty  days  in  4 
couotry,  appeared  before  a  notary  public,  cl&q 
ing  the  rights  of  an  American  seamen.  Hemij 
the  necessary  oaths,  and  prodticed  a  sponsor  «i 
swore  that  he  was  born  in  Baltimore.  The  tosgi 
of  the  man  detected  the  fiskiebdod.     Tbe  eoilet 
or.  with  that  attention  to  his  duty  for  which  he 
so  remarkable,  had  botb  aeaman  and  spovor  a 
prehended.    The  attorney  for  the  district  I 
into  the  case,  and  found  tha  crime  of  perjary 
be,  the  laisely  taking  an  oath  according  to 
laws, of  the  United  States;  bot  as  the  law 
defective,  as  above  stated,  the  offence  was 
perjury.    The  Attorney  Qenerai  eoofirraed 
opinion.    The  offenders,  therefore,  escaped 
ishnlent.  He  believed  other  amend  menu  mii 
be  usefully  made  to  tbe  law  oo  this  subject, 
concluded  by  offering  the  following  resolutios 
adoption,  whick  was  agreed  to : 

'•  Metoked,  That  a  eomaiittee  be  appointed  t» 
qvm  and  repoit  wbether  any,  and  what  amen 
are  neeaasaxy  to  the  laws  of  the  Unilad  8lBi« 
to  the  proleetiim  of  Amtticaa  seamen ;  and  thii 
commiUee  hasre  leave  to  lepeii  by  bill  or  othcrviie.*'! 

Mr.  MiLNOB;  Mr.  L«ittlb,  Mr.  Reco,  Mr.  B^ 
sfeTTj  and  Mr.  PiTKiir,  were  appointed  the  c4M 
mittee. 


MoNOAT,  November  18. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKeb,  the  Committee 
the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  « 
provision  oiight  to  be  made  rnspeeting  the  1 
tion  ,of  Virginia  military  land  warraots,  west  of 
boundary  line  desi|^nated  by  tjhe  act  of  the  tb 
of  March,  18P4,  with  leave  to  report  by  bill 
otherwise*  i 

Mr.  Sbybbbt  presented  the  petition  of  s^«l 
manuiacturers  of  Philadelphia,  praying  for  ^ 
lection.  j 

Mr.  MtTCHUx  praaantcd  the  pecitjon  of  JstH 
Forrest,  of  New  York,  merchaat|  atatiog  thAi  1; 
bad  debts  owing  to  him  in  the  Bntif  h  West  liH 
Islands,  to  the  amount  of  tweaty*fire  thoa^ai 
dollars,  and  praying  to  be  allowed  to  import  pc^ 
duce  from  them  to  that  amoonu — Referred  t 
the  Coounittee  of  Commerce  and  ManoCactaia 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lb  wis,  the  petition  presents 
last  session  on  the  subjeat  of  a  new  jail  at  Alci 
andria,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  (fa 
District  of  Columbia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mobbow,  it  was 

Bemdved^  That  the  committee  appointed  » 
the  lllh  instant,  on  so  much  of  the  petiiiooc 
the  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  as  relates  t 
the  opening  of  a  certain  road  to  Viocennesf  b 
instructed  to  report  on  the  expediency  of  mskit 
provision  by  law,  for  laying  out  two  roads,  agree 
ably  to  the  treaty  with  certain  Indian  tribes  iiel< 
at  Brownstown  m  1808. 

Mr.  Rbea  called  for  the  consideration  of  \^ 
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solution  which  he  had  laid  upon  the  table  a  few 
ysago,  for  instructiog  the  Committee  of  Com- 
prceaod  Manufactures  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
dieocy  of  encouraging  the  manufacture  of 
irse  hemp,  flax,  and  cotton ;  which  being  agreed 

some  desultory  debate  took  place  for  and 
tiDst  agreeing  to  the  resolution.  It  was  object- 

tO)  because  that  committee  had  already  the 
bject  of  manufactures  generally  referred  to  it. 
d  it  was  unnecessary  to  give  them  any  special 
itroctions.  In  support  of  this  resolution,  it  was 
id  to  be  a  common  practice  to  send  instructions 
committees ;  that  it  had  been  done,  a  few  days 
0,  to  this  committee,  in  relation  to  the  encour* 
emeot  of  iron  manufactures;  that,  without  such 
ecial  inscroctioQs,  the  committee  might  not 
78  their  attention  called  to  the  articles'm  ques- 
»d;  and,  besides  this,  it  was  wished  that  the 
OQse  should,  by  such  reference,  evince  their  dis- 
isitioD  to  encourage  the  manufactures  of  our 
oatry. 

After  the  debate  had  progressed  for  some  time, 
r.  Smilie  moved  that  the  resolution  lie  on  the 
bte,  which  was  agreed  to — ayes  69. 
The  House  went  into  a  Committee,  on  motion 

Mr.  MoRBOW,  on  the  bill  eztendini;  the  time 
r  opening  the  land  office  in  the  Territory  of 
rleaos.  The  Committee  reported  the  bill  with- 
it  amendment,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
ossed  for  a  third  reading. 
Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Finoley,  the  following  reso* 
Hod  was  agreed  to : 

Retolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Elections 
!  instructed  to  prepare  and  report  a  bill  for  re|^- 
atJDg  the  proceedings,  and  taking  evidence  in 
ises  of  contested  elections  of  members  of  this 
base. 

EXPENDITURE  OP  PUBLIC  MONEY. 

Mr.  Ranoolph  asked  for  the  consideration  of 
le  resolution  which  he  laid  on  the  table  some 
tys  ago,  directing  the  appointment  of  a  commit- 
« to  inquire  into  the  expenditure  of  public  mo- 
ij  ]  which,  being  agreed  to,  Mr.  R.  trusted  there 
'oold  be  no  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  pro- 
nely of  agreeing  to  this  resolution.  But,  before 
te  vote  was  taken,  he  would  state  ro  the  House, 
f  way  of  explanation,  the  result  of  a  former  in- 
oiry.  At  the  first  session  of  the  11th  Congress, 
report  of  a  committee  was  made,  in  part,  on  this 
tibject.  [This  report  Mr.  R.read.  It  states  that, 
viog  to  the  shortness  of  the  session,  complete 
^formation  on  the  subject  could  not  be  obtaiqed.] 
is  the  session  lasted  but  six  weeks,  the  committee 
sd  no  reason  to  complain  that  the  information 
equired  was  not  obtained.  An  expectation  was 
Dtertamed  that  it  would  be  given  at  the  next 
essioD.  But  the  committee  have  reason  to  com- 
ij^tk  that  the  information  which  was  given,  was 
uto^ther  different  from  that  which  was  asked. 
"bis  was  represented  to  the  departments,  and  a 
npre  satisfactory  report  was  promised  at  the  en- 
Qing  session.  Mr.  R.  said,  the  course  pursued 
tt  the  first  session,  under  the  present  President, 
>^d  been  the  same  which  was  adopted  at  the 
uose  of  Mr.  Adamf  s  Administration.  At  the 
1 2th  Con.  1st  Ssss.— IS 


following  session  of  Congress,  the  person  who 
was  appointed  chairman  of  the  committee  of  the 
first  session,  was  unable  to  attend;  but  it  was  a 
gratification  to  him  to  find,  that  the  subject  was 
taken  up  by  an  honorable  colleague  of  his,  to 
whom  the  State  of  Virginia  had  been  more  tnan 
once  indebted  for  the  luqiinous  reports  on  her 
fiscal  concerns;  but  nothing  was  effected.    To 
show  how  different  the  information  received  was, 
from  that  asked  for,  Mr.  R.  proposed  to  read  a 
short  letter.    The  object  of  tne  committee  was, 
to  know  in  what  way  the  Pursers  of  the  Navy 
received  their  money,  ftnd  what  was  the  amount 
of  their  emoluments.    The  answer  they  received, 
stated  ^^  that  the  advances  made  to  Pursers  are  by 
warrants  drawn  on  the  Treasury,  sometimes  by 
N&vy  agents,"  dbc.    We  inquired,  said  he,  what 
were  their  emoluments,  other  than  those  allowed 
by  law  ?    Answer ;  '*  they  arise  from  a  certain  per 
centage  upon  slops  detailed  to  the  seamen."    It 
may  not  be  amiss,  said  Mr.  R.,  to  inform  country 
gentlemen  that,  by  slopa^  are  meant  ready-made 
clothing,  dbc.    It  was  scarcely  possible  to  have 
given  a  more  evasive  answer.    We  asked.  What 
were  their  emoluments?    They  answer,  *'acer« 
tain  percentage  fixed  by  the  department;"  but 
what  that  per  cent,  was,  the  committee  was  left 
to  find  out  by  instinct.    It  had  been  understood 
that  large  sums  of  money  were  advanced  to  these 
Pursers,  who  laid  it  out  in  slops,  which  they  re- 
tailed to  the  seamen  at  an  advance,  in  some  in- 
stances, of  twenty  per  cent  I   This  was  a  fact,  Mr« 
R.  said,  which  ought  to  be  looked  into.    It  was 
essential  to  the  reputation  of  the  Government, 
essential  to  its  honor,  indispensable  to  the  fair 
fame  of  those  who  administer  the  finances  of  the 
United  States,  that  abuses,  such  as  these,  should 
be'probed  to  the  quick,  to  show  to  the  world,  that, 
if  we  cannot  govern  the  great  beasts,  the  mam- 
moths of  the  forest,  we  can,  at  least,  poison  the 
rata.  And  whose  money,  asked  Mr.  R,  is  this?  It  is 
the  people's,  money ;  it  comes  from  the  pockets  of 
the  people  of  the  Uoited  States.  When  he  spoke  of 
thisabuse  of  public  money,  he  wished  no  gentleman 
to  understand  him  as  speaking;  of  the  abuse  under 
this,  that,  or  the  other  President  of  the  United 
States.   He  considered  them  all  as  of  one  descrip- 
tion of  people  ;  and  it  was  not  less  necessary  to 
guard  against  abuses  in  a  country  where  the 
President  is  elected  by  the  people,  than  in  a  coun- 
try where  he  is  put  over  them.    He  would  dare 
to  question  the  infallibility  of  all,  and  look  upon 
all  with  jealousy  and  distrust.    He  wished  not, 
however,  to  be  charged  with  that  mistaken  op- 
position to  the  Government,  whicfi  determines  to 
exhibit  abuses  for  the  sake  of  doini?  so ;  or  with 
shutting  his  eyes  to  the  abuses  of  Thomas^  while 
they  are  open  to  the  abuses  of  John,   Mr.  R.  said, 
he  nad  no  interest,  distinct  from  the  interest  of 
his  country.    With  respect  to  princes  and  poten- 
tates, the  only  favor  he  had  to  ask  of  them,  was, 
that  they  would  keep  their  hands  out  of  his  pocket 
and  off  his  person,  and,  to  use  a  homely  phrase, 
"  if  they  would  let  him  alone,  he  would  let  them 
alone." 
Under  these  circumstances,  Mr.  R.  asked  the 
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SI  ^4f!ir  f  rt  ''♦w  no*  necesaary  for  a  committee 
r W  utt^Mitd  to  probe  into  this  business  ?  He 
«r»^4i^to  s»fe,  before  he  sat  down>  that  he  had 
iMniL  soon  after  the  present  Secretory  of  the 
N«iTV  c«io«  into  office,  the  per  jcenjiage  of  the 
Parsers  was  reduced  from  twenty  to  four  or  five 

net  cent* 

The  resolution  was  unanimously  agreed  to,  and 
a  committee  of  seven  appointed,  as  follows: 
Messrs.  Randolph,  Gold,  McKim,  Robebts, 
JoBKBON,  Law,  and  Widoebt. 

COMMODORE  WHIPPLE. 

Od  motion  of  Mr.  Tallmadoe,  the  House  wem 
into  Committee  of  ihe  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Abraham  Whipple,  late  a  CapUin  in  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States.  The  Committee 
filled  up  the  blanks,  and  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House.  Some  opposition  was  made  to  its  pas- 
sage, on  the  ground  that,  if  any  provision  was 
made  for  those  Revolutionary  services,  it  ought 
to  be  done  generally,  and  not  select  individual 
cases,  when  there  were  many  others  equally  hard* 
In  favor  of  the  bill,  it  was  said,  this  being  the 
case  of  a  sea-officer,  for  which  no  provi5ioa  had 
been  made  at  the  close  of  the  war,  no  injury  could 
arise  from  the  precedent;  that  it  was  a  case  sim- 
ilar  to  Commodore  Hardie's,  who  bad  been  al- 
lowed a  pension  from  the  fund  which  had  been 
provided  by  law  in  1800^  from  the  Gtovernment's 
share  of  prizes  taken  at  sea,  from  which  this  al- 
lowance was  meant  also  to  be  taken.  The  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed — yeas  71,  nays  34,  as 
follows : 

YxAs — Steven  son  Archer,  John  Bsker,  Josiah 
Bortlett,  Burwell  Bassett,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmanus 
Bleecker,  James  Breckenridge,  William  Butler,  John 
C.  Calhoun,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Langdon  Cheyes, 
Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Cloptoai, 
Thomas  B.  Cooke,  John  Davenport,  jo n..  John  Daw- 
son, Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle, 
William  £ly,  James  Emott,  James  Fisk,  Asa  Fitch, 
Thomas  Gholson,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Petenon  Goodwyn, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  John  A.  Harper,  John  P.  Hunger- 
lord,  Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Joseph  Kent,  Abner  La- 
cock,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  Jan.,  Peter  Little, 
Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  William  Lowndes,  William 
McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  James  Milnor,  Samnel  L. 
MitchUI,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley, 
Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Jo- 
•eph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  jun.,  James  Pleasants,  Jan.,  Peter  B.  Porter, 
WiUiam  Reed,  Heniy  M.  Ridgely,  John  Sevier,  Adam 
Seybert,  PhiUp  Stuart,  SUas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Stuiges, 
Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Peleg  Tall- 
man,  Uri  TracT,  George  M.  Troap,  Pierre  Van  Cort- 
landt,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  Thomas  Wil- 
eon,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright — 71. 

Nats^- Willis  Alston,  William  Anderson,  Daniel 
Avery,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  WiUiam  W.  Bibb,  Thomas 
Blount,  Adam  Boyd,  Elijah  Brigham,  Robert  Brown, 
William  A.  Burwell,  William  Cravrford,  Roger  Davis, 
WiUiam  Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  BoUing  Hall, 
Obed  Hall,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hufty,  John  M.  Hyne- 
man,  William  R.  King,  Joseph  Lefever,  Aaron  Lyle, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  Thomas  Moore,  Alexander  MciQm, 
Aranah  Metcalf,  James  Morgan,  Josiah  Quincy.  John 
Rhea,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebeneier  Sage,  Ebenezer 
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Seaver,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Bmith, 
ard  Stanibrd,  Charles  Tamer,  jun.,  Robert  Wbit^ 
and  David  R.  WUUams— 34. 

Mr.  Dawson  observed  that, as  there  appeared| 
large  majority  in  favor  of  this  claim,  he  wo 
offer  a  resolution,  which  he  hoped  woald  be 
ceptable  to  the  House : 

**  Raohed,  That  a  committee  be  appotnted  to 
quire  into  the  expediency  of  making  proTisioa  bj 
for  the  relief  of  infirm  and  superannuated  officen 
soldiers  of  the  late  Revolutionary  army,  and  of 
present  Armv  of  the  United  States,  and  report  bf 
or  odierwtse. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


Tuesday,  November  19. 

Mr.  Gholson  and  Mr.  Sags  were  appoiotMj 
the  Committee  of  Claims,  in  the  room  of 
IBassett  and  Mr.  Bdtlbii^  who  were  eia 
from  serving  on  th^t  committee. 

Mr.  Jennings  offered  the 'following  resolatij 
to  the  consideration  of  the  House,  which 
agreed  to : 

Besolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Pablic  Lai 
be  aad  they  are  hereby  directed  to  inqaire  iotoi 
expediency  of  attaching  to  the  district  of  Jef 
sonville,so  much  of  the  lands  ceded  to  the  Ui 
States  at  Fort  Wayne,  on  the  30th  of  Septem) 
1809,  as  lies  adjoinmg  to  the  said  district,  and  ^ 
of  the  second  principal  meridian  established 
the  Indiana  Territory. 

Mr.  Seaveb  presented  a  petition  from  cei 
merchants  of  Massachusetts,  and  Mr.  Pitcin  fii 
others  of  Connecticut,  praying  for  leave  to  im] 
goods  ordered  from  England  before  the  Preside) 
proclamation  was  issued. — Referred  to  the  C< 
mittee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  Were  read  a 
time  and  passed,  vi;:  A  bill  to  extend  the  u 
for  opening  the  several  land  offices  estabh'sb< ' 
the  Territory  of  Orleans ;  and  a  bill  for  the  r< 
of  Abraham  Whipple,  late  a  captain  in  the  N^ 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Dawson  called  up  for  consideration  thei 
olution  which  he  yesterday  laid  upon  the  tt| 
for  appointing  a  select  committee  to  inquire 
the  expediency  of  making  provision  by  lav 
infirm,  disabled,  and  superannuated  officers 
soldiers  of  the  Revolutionary  and  present  Ai  ^ 
It  was  considered  and  agreed  to,  without  a  dij 
sion.    The  committee  consists  of  seven  raemfc 
viz :  Mr.  Dawson,  Mr.  Blount,  Mr.  Butlcb, 
Davenport,  Mr.  Orhsbt,  Mr.  Gold,  Mr.  Fis&^ 

TERRITORY  OF  LOUISIANA. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rhea,  the  House  went 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for 
government  of  the  Territory  of  Louisiana.    T| 
bill  being  read  by  paragraphs,  Mr.  Fisk  noved^ 
striice  out  the  words  in  the  fifth  section  of  the  bi 
which  makes  it  necessary  for  persons  to  be  in 
session  of  a  freehold  to  have  a  right  to  vote.   T) 
motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Randolph,  on  prii> 
ciple,  in  a  speech  of  considerable  length,  in  which 
he  advocated  the  freehold  qualification  tor  voters- 
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I!he  morion  wbs  opposed  also  hy  Mr.  Rbsa,  as 
iQDecessary  for  the  attainment  of  the  mover's 
bject ;  ss  he  stated  the  qualification  for  voters 
m  tvrofold — one  was  the  possession  oi  a  free- 
old,  the  other  a  residence  of  a  year  previous  to 
le  time  of  election. 

Mr.  PoiNDBXTfiB  made  amotion,  which  super- 
•ded  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  to 
like  out  all  that  part  of  the  section' which  de- 
•ed  the  qualification  of  voters,  and  insert^  K  every 
rce  white  male  citizen  residing  in  the  said  Ter^ 
itorf ,  who  shall  have  attained  the  age  of  twenty- 
09  years,  and  paid  a  tax." 
This  amendment  was  dehated  till  (he  usual  hour 
:adjoamment,  when,  the  Committee  rose  with- 
it  taking  the  question,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit 
itio. 

This  debate,  though  protracted  to  considerable 
ogtb,  embraced  a  very  narrow  question,  viz : 
hether  it  is  better  to  tequire  voters  to  hold  free- 
ild  property,  or  to  suffer  every  man  to  possess 
e  pririlege  of  voting  who  has  arrived  to  the  age 
tweoty-ooe  years.  As  already  stated,  Mr.  Ran- 
)LPB  took  the  first  ground,  and  introduced  the 
setice  of  Virginia  to  show  that  it  was  attended 
ilh  the  best  effects.  Mr.  Fisk,  Mr.  Wbioht, 
r.  Smiub,  and  Mr.  Poindbxteb,  took  the  oppo- 
'«  side  of  the  question.  They  argued  that  life 
(d  liberty  are  superior  to  propertv<— that  these 
e  dearer  to  the  poor  man  than  all  the  property 
the  rich.  Mr.  Wrioht  said,  that  the  State  of 
iryland  had  tried  the  property  qualification  for 
rting,  had  found  it  attended  with  bad  effects,  and 
td  DOW  abandoned  it.  It  was  formerly  required 
at  a  voter  should  be  possessed, of  property  to  the 
dueof  thirty  pounds;  so  that  if  a  man  possessed 
horse  of  that  value,  he  was  entitled  to  a  vote; 
It  if  the  horse  happened  to  die  before  the  elec- 
Mk)  he  lost  hia  privilege,  which  was  placing  the 
{ht  in  the  hone  instead  of  the  man.  As  to  free- 
M  qaalificatioBs,  they  were  evaded  too  by  deeds 
ade  for  the  occasioi^  which  were  afterwards 
ineeiled. 

Mr.  Randolph,  in  combatting  th^  principle  of 
BiTerwl  suffrage,  said  that  it  was  impossible  for 
« gentleman  himself,  (alluding  to  Mr.  Smilie,) 
taoy  piping-hot  member  from  a  Jacobin  clob-r- 
V  any  disciple  of  Tbm  Paine  or  of  the  Detnl-^ 
scarry  this  principle  of  equaljtv  to  its  full  extent ; 
n  even  thej  most  exclude' from  its  operation 
linon  and  females.  He  also  took  occasion  to 
Wfionnce  a  strong  philippic  against  foreigners 
iriog  any  part  in  the  Government.  Mr.  Smilib, 
I  his  reply,  paid  a  tribute  of  respect  to  the  mem- 
ry  of  Paine,  on  account  of  his  valuable  political 
titings.  which  bad  been  considered  as  highly 
^iceable  in  the  Revolution,  and  which  would 
iways  be  esteemed  wherever  the  riffJUe  of  man 
K  understood,  and  reminded  him  of  the  foreigti- 
^  who  had  assisted  in  fighting  our  Revolution- 
7  battles.  Mr.  Randolph  justified  his  allusion 
>  Paine;  said  he  was  sorry  the  gentleman  had 
pt  recollected  bis  ^  Age  of  Reason,"  as  well  as 
is  '^  Rights  of  Man ;"  and  as  to  any  services  which 
^rendered  by  bis  writings,  he  thought  little  of 
ttm.   The  Mroes  engaged  in  that  great  cauae 


did  not  need  the  assistance  of  an  English  ttay^ 
maker.  In  reply,  Mr.  Smilie  said,  he  never  inter- 
fered  with  a  man's  religious  opinion;  that  was  a 
private  eoncern,  which  lay  between  God  and  a 
man'rt  own  conscience ;  aiid  as  to  the  profession 
of  Paine,  that,  he  apprehended,  would  never  lessen 
the  value  of  his  writings. 


Wednesday,  November  20. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  Archibald  McBryoS) 
from  North  Carolina,  appeared,  produced  his  cre- 
dentials, was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Little  presented  a  memorial  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  religious  society  of  Friends,  of 
the  yearly  meeting  held  in  Baltimore,  for  th^ 
Western  Shore  of  Maryland,  the  adjacent  parta 
of  Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  and  Ohio,  stating  that 
an  extensive  traffic  is  carried  on  in  negroes  and 
people  of  color,  from  the  Middle  to  the  Southern 
States,  in  violation  of  the  law  prohibiting  the 
African  slave  trade ;  and  that  many  free  people 
of  color  are  kidnapped,  carried  off,  and  held  in 
slavery,  by  persons  engaged  in  the  traffic  above 
mentioned,  and  praying  the  interference  of  Con- 
gress therein. — ^Keterred  to  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures. 
'  Mr.  Dawson,'  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  eighth  instant,  presented  a  bill  for  the  ap- 
portionment of  representatives  among  the  several 
Slates ) according  to  the  third  enumeration ;  which 
was  read  twfce,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  PolNDBZTBR  presented  a  petition  of  the  in- 
habitants of  West  Florida,  praying,  for  the  rea- 
sons therein  stated,  that  West  Florida  be  annexed 
to,  and  governed  by,  the  laws  of  the  Mississippi 
Territory. — Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MiLNOR  stated  that  the  present  compensa- 
tion to  witnesses  who  are  compelled  to  appear  in 
the  courts  of  the  United  States  is  very  inadequate. 
Several  distressing  cases  of  this  kind  had  occurred 
in  Pennsylvania.  To  remedy  the  evil,  Mr*  M. 
proposed  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution : 

'*  Beaohedf  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  tot  the 
compensation  of  witnesses  held  under  recogoisanee  to 
give  testimony  in  oriminal  prosecutions  in  courts  of  the 
United  States,  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  other- 
wise." 

Agreed  to,  and  a  committee  of  three  appointed, 
viz:  Mr.  MiLNOR,  Mr.  Gholson.  and  Mr.  Met- 

CALF. 


TBURsnAY,  November  21. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  Elisba  R.  Potter, 
from  Rhode  Island,  appeared,  produced  his  cre- 
dentials, was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Sevbbrt  presented  a  petition  of  John  H. 
and  Joseph  Cresson,  merchants,  of  Philadelphia, 
to  the  same  effect  with  the  petition  of  William 
Dean. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures. 

^  Mr.  FiNOLBY,  from  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John 
Taliaferro,  contesting  the  election  of  John  P. 
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HuNGCRFORD,  matle  a  report  thereon ;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  Monday  neit. 

Mr.  Lewis  presented  a  petition  of  Rebecca 
Hodgson,  widow  and  administratrix  of  Joseph 
Hodgson,  deceased,  praying  compensation  for  the 
loss  of  a  brick  house,  the  property  of  the  petition- 
er's hosband,  which  was  leased  to  the  Groyem- 
ment  to  be  occupied  as  an  office  for  the  War  De- 
partment, and  was  burned  down  whilst  in  the 
occupancy  aforesaid. — Referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

Mr.  Setbert,  from  the  Committee  of  Revisal 
and  Unfinished  Business,  made  a  report,  in  part, 
of  such  matters  of  business  as  were  depending 
and  undetermined  at  the  close  of  the  last  session 
of  Congress. — Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  • 

ADDITIONAL  DUTIES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rbea,  the  House  took  up  for 
consideration  the  resolution  which  he  had  sub- 
mitted some  days  ago,  proposing  to  instruct  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  laying  an  addi- 
tional duty  on  coarse  manufactures  of  hemp,  flax, 
and  cotton. 

This  resolution  produced  a  long  desultory  de- 
bate, which  occu|>ied  the  House  the  whole  of  the 
day,  without  coming  to  any  decision  upon  it. 

Mr.  Stanford,  on  the  ground  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  Manufactures  had  al- 
ready this  subject  under  consideration,  mored  an 
indefinite  postponement  of  the  resolution. 

This  motion  was  negatived,  58  to  48. 

Mr.  Kino  proposed  an  amendment.  He  ex- 
pressed himself  rriendly  to  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  and  to  the  encourage- 
ment of  domestic  manufactures  generally.  His 
amendment  was  in  the  following  words : 

'*  And  also  into  the  expediency  of  laying  a  dnfy  on 
the  importation  of  salt,  with  authority  to  report  by  bill 
or  otherwise." 

Mr.  K.  observed,  that  this  was  an  article  of 
general  consumption,  and  its  manufacture  ought 
to  be  encouraged ;  as  it  was  known  what  difficul- 
ties this  country  had  experienced,  and  mi^ht  again 
experience,  when  placed  in  a  situation  in  which 
a  sufficiency  of  salt  could  not  be  obtained.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  his  amendment  would  be  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  Smilie  was  afraid  the  House  was  getting 
into  a  practice  that  would  produce  great  trouble 
and  confusion,  by  departing  from  the  usual  and 
aettled  mode  of  proceeding.  It  had  always  been 
deemed  irregular,  when  a  subject  was  committed, 
to  bring  it  forward  in  the  House  before  the  com- 
mittee made  its  report.  Look  at  our  situation, 
aaid  he.  A  gentleman  proposes  a  tax  on  manu- 
factures of  cotton,  another  on  salt.  £very  gen* 
tieman  has  hfs  favorite  manufacture  which  he 
wishes  encouraged,  so  that  an  armful  of  resolu* 
tions  will  be  thrown  into  the  hands  of  this  com- 
mittee. Mr.  8.  said  he  was  friendly^  to  the  man- 
vfactures  of  our  country,  and  was  willing  to  give 
them  every  aid  $  but  he  did  not  wish,  m  doing 
this,  to  break  through  established  rules.    If  gen- 


tlemen would  sDspend  their  remarks  on  the  stV 
ject  until  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Mu- 
ufiictures  make  their  report,  they  will  then  hw 
a  fair  opportunity  of  delivering  their  seotimeBft 
(iilly,  and  of  supporting  such  particular  manofat 
tures  as  they  may  deem  of  most  importance  M 
the  countrv.  He  hoped  that  neither  the  amcBi* 
ment  nor  the  resolution  would  be  agreed  ta 

Mr.  Alston  considered  the  gentleman  fm 
Pennsylvania  mistaken  as  to  the  rule  and  pneiii 
of  the  House.  If  the  doctrine  which  he  onii 
tains  were  correct,  gentlemen  might  be  defeiMi 
in  efi*ecting  the  objects  which  they  have  in  n«« 
It' was  onl]r  to  refer  a  subject  tea  committee;  la 
if  a  majority  of  that  commiittee  were  anfrienili 
and  either  failed  to  report,  or  reported  inimicaUi 
the  friends  of  the  measure  might  be  defeauj 
though  there  were  a  majority  in  the  House  is  ll 
favor.  It  was  a  common  practice,  Mr.  A.  ssiii 
refer  a  subject  generally  to  a  committee,  «i 
afterwards  instruct  them,  hj  resolution,  as  to  pa 
titular  branches  of  the  subject. 

Mr.  Nbwtom  (the  Chairman  of  the  Commiue 
of  Commerce  and  Manufactures^  said,  the  snbj« 
of  manofactares  was  considerea  as  being  gend 
ally  before  them,  and  he  knew  it  to  be  the  iout 
tion  of  the  committee  to  take  up  the  matter  cod 
prehensively ;  and  if  any  gentleman  shall  t 
proper  to  gwe  them  information  respecting 
particular  manufacture,  either  orally  or  in  wri 
they  will  be  glad  to  receive  it.  Mr.  N.  thoi 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  A 
was  mistaken,  when  he  said  that  a  commiOi 
had  the  power  of  defeating  the  purposes  of  meo 
hers;  because,  whenever  a  report  was  made,! 
was  in  the  power  of  a  majority  of  the  House  \ 
amend  it,  and  make  it  just  what,they  please. 

Mr.  CluiNCT  was  in  favor  of  the  amendmef 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolii 
(Mr.  King.)  and  thanked  him  for  bringing  it  fa 
ward.  Soine  of  his  constituents,  men  who  M 
on  the  sandbanks  of  the  country,  were  deeptf  ii 
terested  in  the  roanufactore  of  salt,  and  had  bet 
nearly  ruined  by  the  repeal  of  the  duty  on  tb 
article.  He  was  friendly  to  a  duty  on  salt,  as 
was  more  equal  and  less  felt  in  the  payment  tu 
any  other,  and  he  had  always  thought  it  strani 
that  the  duty  had  been  repealed. 

Mr.  Macon  thought  the  proposition  to  tax  tl^ 
necessarv  of  life,  at  a  time  when  it  is  jirobable  t 
may  find  a  difficulty  in  procuring  it  in  sofficiq 
quantity,  was  very  ill-timed.    The  repeal  of 
duty  had  been  called  strange.    He  thought 
would  have  been  more  stranjae  had  Congress  e 
tinned  the  duty  when  the  Treasury  was  not 
need  of  the  money  arising  from  it.    If  there 
any  thing  strange  in  the  bosineu,  it  was 
there  should  have  been  any  opposition  to  the 
peal.    Mr.  M.  agreed  with  the  remark  made ' 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  soma  days 
that  uxes,  to  be  just,  ouffht  to  be  equal.    W 
a  tax  on  salt,  he  asked,  ne  equal  ?    It  ceria 
would  not.    People  on  the  seacoast  would 
feel  it.    Their  cattle  would  refuse  it,  if  gire 
them.    The  interior  of  the  country,  the 
from  East  to  We^t,  would  have  to  bear  the  wi 
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f  this  tax.  Bat  the  jirentleinaa  from  Massaehu- 
etts  says  the  repealing  of  this  duty  ruined  his 
onstitaeots,  whp  Utc  on  the  sandbanks  of  the 
ountry.  He  would  not  consent,  however,  to  tax 
tie  people-of  his  part  of  the  country,  livioff  on 
and  fa  ills,  to  support  that  gentleman's  sandoank 
onstitaents. 

Bat  this  duty,  it  is  saidf  is  to  be  laid  to  en- 
oarage  maoa&ctures.  Why  this  great  cry  about 
omestic  manufactures?  He  thought  they  had 
licady  snfficient  encouragement  from  the  present 
iCoatioD  of  things.  The  President  bad  recom- 
sended  the  subject  to  the  consideration  of  the 
ioaae,  and  he  had  no  doubt  the  committee^  to 
fhom  it  had  been  referred,  would  do  what  is 
roper  on  the  subject.  Mr.  M.  wished  to  know 
ir  what  purpose  this  additional  duty  is  wanted, 
f,  said  he,  it  be  wanted  for  goins  to  war,  let  us 
now  it.  For  his  part,  he  had  heard  so  much 
bout  war  formerly,  that  he  hardlf  thought  we 
hoold  get  at  it  now. 

Mr.  M.  said,  on  a  former  occasion,  when  the 
oQDtry  was  in  a  situation  something  like  the 
resent,  a  gentleman  from  Virginia  was  so  aiarm- 
1  lest  5alt  sufficient  could  not  te  had,  that  he 
roposed  a  bounty  on  its  importation.  What, 
lid  Mr.  Mf  will  be  the  effect  of  a  proposition 
n  taxing  salt  in  the  country  ?  He  had  no  doubt 
hat,  in  the  Southern  States,  it  would  imme- 
iateiy  raise  the  price  of  the  article  at  Petersburg 
ad  Payetteville.  On  this  account,  he  hoped,  if 
ke  House  did  not  mean  to  lay  a  tax  on  salt,  that 
&e  proposition  would  be  immediately  discarded. 
^»r  himself,  he  would  sooner  consent  to  a  land 
«  poll  tax  than  a  tax  on  salt. 

Mr.  Smiub  moved  a  postponement  of  thereso- 
Dtion  OBtil  Che  first  Monday  in  February  next. 

This  motion  was  debated  at  sbme  lengtn.  Some 
vho  wished  to  vote  for  it,  wished  the  proposition 
or  a  tax  on  salt  to  be  disconnected  with  the  ori- 
{ifiil  proposition. 

Mr.  Kiito  withdrew  his  amendment.  But  he 
»ald  not  help  expressing  his  astonishment  at  the 
darm  which  had  been  excited  by  a  mere  propo- 
itioD  to  submit  an  inq^uiry  to  a  committee.  He 
id  Dot  propose  to  tax  salt,  but  he  wished  the  sub- 
feet  to  have  been  committed,  that  a  report  might 
bare  been  had  on  the  subject*  He  was  far  from 
desiriag  to  benefit  one  part  of  the  country  to  the 
iDjarjr  of  another,  or  from  offering  any  disrespect 
10  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures ;  but  he  wished  to  see  how  far  Congress 
were  disposed  to  encourage  the  manufactures  of 
oor  country  in  preference^  to  those  of  foreign  na- 
lioos. 

Mr.  BuRWSLL  w«a  of  opinion  that  the  proposed 
fostpon  erne nt  would  not  answer  the  purpose  in- 
tended; for,  when  the  day  arrived  to  which  the 
Ksolotion  was  referred,  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee would  not  fail  to  call  it  up,  perhaps,  twenty 
times  in  the  course  of  the  session.  He  bad  said 
he  would  stick  by  it^  and  no  one  would  doubt  his 
perseTeraoce  to  obtam  his  object.  Mr.  B»  thought 
It  would  be  the  better  course,  and  would  save 
mach  trouble  in  the  House,  to  refer  this,  and 
«Yery  other  reaolation  of  the  kind  which  might 


be  offered.  It  would  be  showing  respect  to  the 
movers,  would  not  decide  upon  their  merits,  and 
the  committee  would  act  upon  them  as  ther 
thought  proper.  If  a  contrary  course  be  pursuea, 
gentlemen  who  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress to  particular  kinds  of  manufacture,  will 
nave  to  be  constantly  troubling  the  committee  to 
whom  the  subject  is  referred,  which  might  prove 
very  unpleasant,  both  to  the  members  of  the  com« 
mittee  and  to  the  gentlemen  who  felt  it  their  dutv 
to  apply  to  them.  He  hoped  the  House  woula, 
therefore,  act  upon  the  resolution. 

The  question  on  postponement  was  negatived 
by  yeas  and  nays— 64  to  46. 

The  resolution  came  again  under  consideration. 
Successive  amendments  were  made  to  it.  The 
word  coarse  was  struck  out,  and  the  articles  of 
wool  and  lead  were  added.  Salt  was  again  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Q,uinct,  but  negatived — 59  to  54. 
Iron  wire  and  files  were  proposed  to  be  added ; 
but  the  u^ual  hour  of  adjournment  having  arrived, 
a  motion  was  made  and  carried  to  adjourn,  before 
the  question  on  this  proposition  was  decided. 


FniDAT,  November  22, 

Another  mem  bet,  to  wit ;  Eowin  Or  at,  from 
Virginia,  appeared,  produced  his  credentials,  was 
qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  PoiNDEXTER,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed the  fourteenth  instant,  presented  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Josiah  H.  Webb;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  Key  presented  a  petition  of  John  Dillon, 
of  the  State  of  Marvland,  stating  that  his  schoon- 
er, called  the  ^  Racnael,"  was  seized,  libelled,  and 
condemned  in  the  district  court  of  Orleans,  for  a 
supposed  violation  of  the  revenue  taws,  and  that, 
upon  an  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court,  the  sen- 
tence of  condemnation  was  reversed,  and  restita* 
tion  ordered  ;  and  praying  that  he  may  be  paid 
the  amount  for  which  the  said  vessel  was  sold 
under  the  order  of  the  said  court  of  Orleans.-— 
Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Stow  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  offi- 
cers and  soldiers,  and  the  heirs  of  officers  and 
soldiers,  who  served  in  the  British  army  in  Ame- 
rica,  in  the  war  between  Great  Britain  and 
France,  which  commenced  in  1755,  residing  in 
Jefferson  coimty,  State  of  New  York,  praying 
that  their  claims  to  lands  for  services  in  the  said 
war  may  be  investigated,  and  that  they  may  re- 
ceive grants  for  whatever  portion  may  be  found 
due  to  them. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  Lewis,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Colombia,  presented  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Anthony  Crease ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Mon- 
day next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Setbert,  a  committee  of 
three  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
was  appointed,  who,  with  three  members  of  tlM 
Senate,  shall  nave  the  application  of  the  money 
appropriated  by  the  ^  Act  making  a  further  ap- 
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propciatioo  for  the  support  of  a  Library,"  passed 
the  2l6t  of  February,  1806;  and  Messrs.  Set- 
BEBT,  Lowndes,  aod  CIuimcy,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Gold,  from  the  committee  appointed  the 
13th  instant,  presented  a  bill  providing  for  the 
more  convenient  takin|[  of  affidavits  aod  bail  in 
civil  causes  depending  m  the  courts  of  the  United 
States;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bdbwell,  John  Taliaferro, 
who  has  contested  the  election  of  Jobn  P.  Hun- 
•EBFOBD,  had  leave  to  occupy  a  seat  on  the  floor 
of  the  House,  for  the  purpose  of  being  heard,  in 
person,  when  the  aobject-matter  of  the  said  con- 
tested election  shall  be  under  consideration. 

APPORTIONMENT  OP  KEPRE8BNTATIVE8. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  the  House  revived 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill 
for  apoortioning  the  Representatives  among  the 
several  States,  according  to  the  third  enumera- 
tion. 

The  bill  having  been  read,  the  question  on  fill- 
ing the  blanks  occurred.  The  first  was  in  rela- 
tion to  the  number  of  iohabitants  for  each  Rep- 
lesentative;  when 

Mr.  Dawson  observed,  that  he  was  instructed 
by  the  committee  who  directed  him  to  report  this 
bill,  to  propose  filling  the  blank  with  the  words 
forty  thousand;  but  he  should  himself  vote 
against  filling  the  blank  with  this  number,  be- 
cause it  would  deprive  the  State  of  Rhode  Island 
of  one-half  of  her  present  Representatives;  it 
would  deprive  Connecticut  and  Maryland  each 
of  one  member,  and  Virginia  of  two.  He  should, 
therefore,  be  in  favor  of  filling  the  blank  with 
37,000,  as  this  number  would  not  deprive  any 
State  of  a  Representative,  and  it  would  only  in- 
crease the  present  number  of  Representatives  from 
142  to  180. 

Mr.  RiDGELT,  from  Delaware,  hoped  the  blank 
would  not  be  filled  with  40,000.  He  was  in  favor 
of  filling  it  with  35,000,  which  he  thought  would 
do  more  equal  justice  to  all  the  States  than  any 
other  number,  and  would  leave  less  fractional 
numbers.  This  number  would  give  two  members 
to  the  State  he  represented;  a  greater  number 
would  leave  a  very  large  fraction.  If  35,000  were 
agreed  upon,  it  would  f^ive  the  House  181  mem- 
bers, which,  he  thought,  could  not  be  considered 
as  an  extravagant  number.    Mr.  R.  urp^ed  the 

{)ropriety  of  thus  filling  the  blank,  at  considerable 
ength. 

Mr.  PoTTBB  spoke  of  the  hardship  which  the 
State  which  he  represented  (Rhode  Island)  would 
experience,  if  the  number  proposed  should  be 
agreed  to.  Mr.  P.  thought  such  treatment,  from 
her  sister  States,  would  illy  requite  the  great  ex- 
ertions of  her  citizens  during  the  Revolution,  or 
the  commercial  and  manufacturing  enterprise  of 
bis  constituents,  which  was  at  least  equal  to  that 
of  any  State  in  the  Union.  He  hoped,  in  order 
to  afford  time  for  deliberation  on  this  subject,  that 
the  Committee  would  rise^  and  report  progress. 
He  made  this  motion;  which  was  negatived. 


The  question  was  then  tak«a  on  filUogik  ; 
blank  with  40,000,  and  negatived — ayes  60,  bom  .• 
53.  ,  • 

Mr.  Dawbon  then  moved  tolBll  the  blaakwilk ' 
the  words  37,000. 

Mr.  Andebson  moved  39,000. 

Mr.  Boyd  was  in  favor  of  a  smaller  DumbiL 
He  thought  the  reasons  offered  by  the  gentlemi 
from  Delaware,  in  favor  of  filling  the  blank  wi4 
35,000,  were  deserving  of  attention,  and  spoke  « 
some  leuj^th  in  favor  of  this  number. 

Questions  were  severally  taken  on  filling  til 
blank  with  39,000,  38,000,  and  37,000,  and  k^ 
tived  ;.  the  last  by  one  vote  only. 

The  question  was  then  put  upon  35,000,  u| 
carried— 69  votes  being  in  favor  of  it.  . 

Mr.  Dawson  moved  that  the  Committee  raf 
The  other  blanks  in  the  bill  would  be  easily  fiM*- 
ip  the  House,  after  the  number  of  inhabitaDuij 
each  Representative  should  be  deffnitivelj  «(• 
tied. 

The  Committee  rose  accordingly,  and  took  ^ 
the  report. 

Mr.  Smilie  voted  in  Committee  of  the 
in  favor  of  filling  the  blank  with  37,000,  io 
to  accommodate  those  States  which  would 
by  having  the  blank  filled  with  40.000,  thoogh 
thought  that  number  would  be  faneat ;  but  as 
found  the  members  from  those  very  States  r 
against  37,000,  and  in  favor  of  a  smaller  nua 
he  should  now  be  in  favor  of  40,000. 

After  considerable  debate,  in  which  Mr.Ri 
LY,  Mr.  Fiax,  and  Mr.  Wiooebt,  spoke  in  fa 
of  agreeing  to  the  report,  and  Mr.  J.  Ramoo 
against  it,  and  in  favor  of  filling  the  blask  w 
37,000,  the  question  on  filling  the  blank  w: 
35,000,  was  taken  and  negatived — yeas  48, 
76,  as  follows :    . 

YsAS^Daniel  Avery,  Jotiah  Bartletl*  Abijth 
low,  Adam  Boyd,  El^ah  Brigham,  John  C.  C 
EpaphroditUB  Champion,  Langdon  Cbeves,  M 
Chitlendon,  John  Davenpoityjun^  Samuel  D; 
Elias  Earle,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Jamei 
Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Edwin  Gray,  Iniah 
Green,  Bolting  Hall,  Obed  HaU,  John  A.  H 
Aichard  Jackson,  junior,  Philip  B.  Key,  Lyman 
Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  James  Milnor,  Samoel 
Mitchill,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Timothy  Pitkin, 
Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  EUsha  R.  Potter, 
siah  Quincy,  William  Reed,  Henry  M.  Ridgelr,  EM 
necer  Seaver,  Samuel  8fa«w,  Lewis  B.  Stniges,  G«or|f 
SuUivan,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmtdge,  In 
Tracy,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jun.,  Laban  Wbcatoa, 
Leonard  White,  and  WillUm  Widgwy. 

NAvs^Willis  Alston,  JQUn  William  ABdenon,8to- 
venson  Atcher,  John  Baker,  David  Baid,  BanrdlBtf- 
sett,  William  W.  Btbb,  Harmanua  Bleedcer,  Tbonas 
Blount,  James  Breckenridgi^  Robert  Biown,  Wiibaa 
A.  BurweU,  William  BuUer,  Matthaw  City,  ioi^i 
Clopton,  Thomas  B.  Cooke,  Lewis  Condit.  WiUiaa 
Crawford,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Dc*h% 
William  Findl^,  Meshaok  Franktin,  Thomsi  GlwiKMi 
Peterson  Goodwyn,  Felix  Grundy,  Aylelt  Htwei*  J» 
cob  Hufty,  John  P.  Hnngerford,  John  M.  HyneiBsai 
Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King,  Abner  Laoock,  Jok|4 
Lefever,  Joseph  Lewis,  janior«  Aaron  Lyle,  NatbaniM 
Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  ArcW 
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i]d  McBryde,  WilHam  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee»  Alex- 
ider  McKim,  Aninah  Metcalf,  James  Morgan,  Jere- 
iah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  "niomas 
ewbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel 
ckens,  William  Piper,  Jam«s  Pleasants,  jun.,  John 
indolph,  Joihn  Rheai  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts, 
'Sliam  Rodman,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons, 
hn  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  John  Smilie,  Geo.  Smith, 
hn  Smith,  Richard  SUnlbrd,  <  Silas  Stow,  William 
lOD^,  Peleg  Tallman,  €}aorge  Troup,  Chas.  Turner, 
D.,  Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  Williams,  Thomas 
fiboD,  and  Richaird  Winn. 

Mr.  Troup  mored  to  fiil  the  said  blank  with 
le  words  "  forty  tbousaod,"  and  the  qaesiioa  be- 
g  taken,  it  was  *  determined  in  the  negative — 
m  50,  nays  72,  as  follows : 

YiAS— Willis  Alston,  junior,  William  Anderson, 
Eekiel  Bacon,  David  Hard,  Josiah  Bartlett,  William 
^  Bibb,  Harmanus  Bleecker^  Thomas  Blount,  Rob- 
t  Brown,  William  A*  Bnrwell,  John  0.  Calhoun,^ 
uigdoD  Cherea,  Matthew  Clay,  Lewis  Condit,  WU- 
m  Crawford,  Roger  Davis,  Joseph  Desha*  William 
iiidky,  Meshack  Franklin,  Felix  Ornndy*  Bolting 
111,  Obed  Hall,  Jacob  Hufty,  John  M.  Hyneman, 
ril&am  R.  King,  Abner  Laoock,  William  Lowndes, 
iioD  Lyle,  Na^aniel  Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell, 
rchibaid  McBryde,  Saimuel  McKee,  Samuel  L.  Mitch* 
i  James  Morgan,  Thomas  Newboid,  Israel  Pickena, 
rniiam  Piper,  Jonathan  Roberts,  William  Rodman, 
benezer  Sage,  Adam  Seybert,  .Samuel  Shaw^John 
ailie,  William  Strong,  Peleg  Tallman,  George  M. 
lOQD,  Charles  Turner,  jun.,  I^bert  Whitehill,  David 
.  Williams,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 
Nats — Stevenson  Archer,  Daniel  A  Very,  Burwell 
usett,  Abijah  Blgelow,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Brecken- 
3ge,  Elijah  Brigham»  William  Butler,  Epaphroditua 
hampion,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Clopton,  Thomas 
•  Cooke,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  John  Dawson,  Sam- 
d  Dioflnoor,  Bliaa  Earle,  Wiltiam  Ely,  Jas.  Emott, 
tmea  Fisk,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  Gholson,  Thomas  R. 
bU,  Petemn  Ctoodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green, 
)hn  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  John  P.  Hungerfbrd, 
iehard  Jackson,  junior,  Joseph  Kent,  Philip  B.-Key, 
iman  Law,  Joseph  Lefever,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Robert 
e  Roy  Livingston,  Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy, 
lezander  McKim,  Arunah  Metoalf,  James  Milnor, 
tremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Hugh  Nai- 
rn, Antbony  New,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen^Ormsbj, 
|imo(hy  Pitkin,  jun.,  James  Pleasants,  jun.,  Benjamm 
'ond,  Eliaha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph, 
VtUiua  Reed,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  John  Rhea,  John 
toaiie,  Thomaa  Sammons,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  John  8e- 
ier,  George  Smith,  Jolyi  Smith,  Richard  Stanfoid, 
^  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  George  Sullivan^  Sam- 
el Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy,  Pierre 
^•n  Cortlandt,  jun.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Wm.  Widgery, 
Ik)  Richard  Winn. 

Mr.  Tbacy  moved  to  fill  the  said  blank  with 
ihirty-eight  thousand  ;"  and  the  question  tbere- 
•Qbeiog  taken,  watf  also  determined  in  the  nega- 
te. 

Mr,  Dawson  then  moved,  that  the  said  blank 
^  lilled  wiih  the  words  *^  thirty-seven  thousand  ;" 
lod  the  question  thereon  being  taken,  was  resolv- 
ed ia  the  affirmative— yeas  102^  nays  18,  as  fol- 
ows: 

Yiia^ Willis  Alston,  jun.,  William  Anderson,  Ste- 
venson Archer,  Daniel  Avery»  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David 


Bard,  Josiah  Bartlett,  Burwell  Bassett,  Ab^ah  Bige- 
low,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  Thomas  Blount,  Jks.  Breck- 
enridge,  JBIijah  Brigham,  Robert  Brown,  William  A. 
Burwell,  William  Butler,  Epaphroditua  Champion, 
Langdon  Gheves,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clinton,  Lewia 
Condit,  William  Crawford,  John  DavenpoH,  junioiv 
Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Bliaa 
Earle,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  William  Findley, 
Asa  Fiteh,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomaa  Gholson,  Thoa. 
R.  Gold,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Grey,  Felix  Grun* 
dy,  Obed  Hall,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hully,  John  P> 
Hnngerford,  Jphii  M.  Hvneman,  Richard  Jackson,  jr., 
Joseph  Kent,  Philip  B.  Key,  William  R.  King,  Abner 
Lacock,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lefever,  Joseph  Lewis, 
jun.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  William  Lowndes^ 
Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George  C.  Maxw^, 
Thomas  Moore,  Archibald  McBiyde,  William  McCoy, 
Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  Metcal^ 
James  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Jonathan  0.  Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New, 
Thomas  Newboid,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby, 
Israel  Picken%.  WUliam  Piper,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior, 
James  Pleasants,  junior,  Benjamin  Pond,  EUsha  R. 
Potter,  John  Randolph,  John  Ritea,  John  Roane,  Jon- 
athan Roberts,  William  Rodman,  Ebenezer  Sage, 
Thomas  Sammons,  John  Sevier,  John  Smilie,  George 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Silas  Stow, 
Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Peleg  Tali* 
man,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner, 
jun.,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  junior,  Laban  Wheaton, 
Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  Williams,  Wm.  Widgeiy, 
Thomas  Wilson,  and  Richard  Winn. 

NATS-^WUKam  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  John  G. 
Calhoun,  Martin  Chittendeuj  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Jaai 
Fisk,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Boiling  Hall,  John  A.  Harper, 
James  Morgan,  Jottfth  Quiacy,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Eb» 
enezcr  Seaver,  Abam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Williap 
Strong,  George  Sullivan,  and  Samuel  Taggart 

Mr.  Dawson  moved  to  fill  the  other  blanks  in 
the  bill,  as  follow:  New  Hampshire,  five  mem- 
bers ;  Massachosetts,  eighteen ;  Vermont,  five ; 
Rhode  Island,  two;  Connecticut,  seven;  NevT 
York,  twenty-five ;  New  Jersey,  six ;  Pennsylva- 
nia, twenty-one ;  Delaware,  one ;  Maryland,  nine; 
Virginia,  twenty-two ;  North  Carolina,  thirteen; 
$outh  Carolina,  nine;  Georgia,  five;  Kentuckyi 
ten;  Ohio,  six;  and  Tennessee,  six. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Monday,  November  25. 

The  Speakbb  laid  before  the  House  the  annual 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the 
state  of  the  finances  of  the  United  States,  in  obe^ 
dience  to  the  ^'Act.  to  establish  the  Treasury 
Department"— Referred  to  the  Committee  oi 
Ways  and  Means« 

Mr.  AvBRT,  from  the  committee  appointed  OD 
the  fourteenth  instant,  presented  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  John  Bumbam;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to« 
morrow. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Poindbxter, 
Resolved^  That  so  much  of  the  petition  of  the 
inhabitants  of  West  Florida,  as  relates  to  the 
annexation  of  that  Province  to  the  Mississippi 
Territory,  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed 
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on  the  memorial  of  the  Lefftslative  Council  and 
House  o^  Representatives  of  said  Territory,  pray- 
ing admission  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  original  States;  and  that  so  much  of 
the  said  petition  as  relates  to  land  claims,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  HoO^ 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  '*to  authorize 
the  surveying  and  marking  of  eertain  roads  hi 
ihe  State  of  Ohio,  as  contemplated  by  the  Treaty 
of  Brownstown,  in  the  Territorjr  of  Michigan  p 
and  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House  therein. 


APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 

-  The  bill  for  the  apportionment  of  representa- 
tives according  to  the  third  enumeration  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States  was  read  a  third 
time;  and  on  the  question,  "  Shall  the  bill  passT' 

Mr.  Bibb  moved  to  .recommit  the  bill,  with  a 
Tiew  to  substitute  another  ratio  for  that  on  which 
it  is  now  predicated. 

The  motion  was  supported  at  considerable 
length  by  Mr.  duiNCY,  as  also  by  Mr.  Key  and 
Mr.  WiDGEBT  and  Mr.  Smilie,  and  opposed  by 
Mr.  Randolph. 

,  The  motion  for  recommitment  was  lost — yeas 
56,  nays  72,  as  follows : 

TsAS — William  Anderson,  Daniel  Avery,  Bzekiel 
Bacon,  Josiah  Bartlett,  Wiltiam  W.  Bibb,  Abijah 
Bigelow,  Harmanus  Bleocker,  Adam  Boyd,  Elijah 
Brigham,  Robert  Brown,  Martin  Chittenden,  Thomas 
B.  Cooke,  Lewis  Condit,  Roger  Davis,  Samuel  Dins- 
moor,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  William  Findley, 
James  Fisk,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Isakh  L. 
Oraen,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  John 
M.  Hyneman,  Philip  B.  Key,  Robert  Le  Roy  Liying- 
aton,  Aaron  Lyle,  George  C.>  Maxwell,  Amnah  Mei- 
calf,  James  Milnor,  Swnuel  L.  Mitchill,  Benjamin 
Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Josiah  Quincy,  William  Reed, 
Henry  M.  Ridgely,  William  Rodman,  Thomas  8am- 
mona,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw, 
John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  Silas  Stow,  William 
Strong,  George  Sullivan,  Samuel  Taggart,  Peleg  Tall- 
man,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  jun.,  Pierre  Van 
Cortlandt,  jun.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  and 
William  Widgery. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Stevenson  Archer,  John 
Baker,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  William  Black- 
ledge,  Thomas  Blount,  James  Breckenridge,  William 
A.  Burwell,  William  Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Epa- 
phroditus  Champion,  Langdon  Cheves,  John  Clopton, 
William  Crawford,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  John  Daw- 
aon,  Joseph  Desha,  Elias  Earle,  Meshack  Franklin, 
Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray, 
Felix  Grundy,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Huftv,  John  P. 
Hungerford,  Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Richard  M.  John- 
son, Joseph  Kent,  Wiltiam  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock, 
Lymsn  Law,  Joseph  Lefever,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun., 
Peter  Little,  William  Lowndes,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
Thomas  Moore,  Archibald  McBiyde,  William  Mo- 
Coy,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  James  Mor- 
gan, Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Hugh 
Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas 
Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel 
Pickens,  William  Piper,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  James 
Pleasants,  jun.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  John  Randolnh,  Sam- 
uel Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan 
Roberts,  Ebeneier  Sage,  John  Sevier,  John  Smith, 
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Richard  Stanford,  Lewis  B.  Sturgea,  Bcojamin  Tit  \ 
madge,  Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  WUiiams,  Tliovi : 
Wilson,  and  Richard  Winn.  | 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  passage  of  ( 
the  bill,  and  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

MILITARY  CORPORAL  PUNISHMENT. 

Mr.  Rakdolpb  prefaced  a  motion  on  this 
ject  by  observing  that  he  trusted  it  was  ooe 
which  there  would  be  no  difference  of  opio 
The  subject  had  before  now  been  agitated  in 
House,  and  had  been  spoken  of  at  least,  if 
formally  bropght  before  the  Committee  of  Fi 
eign  Relations; -but  deeming  it  more  specifi 
to  belong  to  the  committee  on  that  p^n  of 
President's  Message  relating  to  our  military 
fairs,  he  wished  to  ^ve  it  that  direction.    If 
were,  according  to  the  wishes  of  the  Ezecmi 
to  increase  the  standing  military  force,  to  aai[ 
ize  the  Presideni  to  accept  the  services  of  volu; 
teer  companies,  and  to  call  out  detachmeou  ' 
militia;  in  other  words,  if  there  was  the  aligbi 
probability  that  the  public  force  of  the  coos 
would  be  brought  into  action;  the  first  step  to 
taken  must  be  to  amend  the  roles  and  articles 
War,  so  as  to  abolish  the  use  of  the  lash. 
thou|;h  the  vagrants  picked  up  in  alehouses 
tippling  shops  might  submit  to  this  degradtt 
it  was  well  known,  Mr.  R.  said,  that  the  i 
manry  of  the  country  would  not;  and  he  w 
venture  to  sa^  that)  formidable  as  they  woald 
to  an  enemy  in  the  field,  they  would  prove  m 
bO  to  their  officers  if  this  sort  of  military 
cipline  were  attempted  to  be  introduced  am 
them.    He  remarked  also  that,  notwithsuadi 
all  that  could  be  said  by  military  coxcombs, 
the  sticklers  for  the  eld  system,  experience 
proved  that  flogsing  was  not  essential  to 
strictest  military  discipline.  He,  therefore,  morc^ 

**That  the  committee  to  whom  has  been  referred  ■ 
much  of  the  President's  Message  as  relates  to  fifliv 
the  ranktf  and  prolonging  the  enlistments  of  the  rtg# 
lar  troops,  and  to  an  auxiliary  force,  be  instructed  4 
inquire  whether  any,  and  what  alteration  is  mccmj 
in  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  establtshing  mlef  •■r  i 
articles  for  the  government  of  the  armiea  of«the  Unitti' 
States." 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  tabic 


Tuesday,  November  26. 

Mr.  MoRBOw,  from  tfie  Committee  on  (he 
Public  Lands,  who  were  instructed  by  a  resoio- 
tion  of  the  eighteenth  instant  to  inquire  what 
provision  ou^ht  to  be  made  for  the  locatioo  of 
Virginia  military  land  warrants,  made  a  report 
thereon;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  o& 
the  table. 

Mr.  Newton  made  a  favorable  report  on  the 
memorial  of  Stephen  Kingston,  merchant  of 
Philadelphia;  which  was  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  Tallmadob  presented  the  petition  of  Ship- 
man,  Dennison,  and  Co.,  merchants  of  Nev 
Haven,  Connecticut,  stating  their  having  in  Oc- 
tober 1810,  previous  to  the  issuing  of  the  Presi* 
dent's  proclamation,  ahipped  a  cargo  of  horses, 
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ies,  &c.,  to  8aou  Cmz,  which,  according  to 
tom^  had  been  immediately  there  sold  for 
St  ladia  produce,  payable  in  March  following:, 
;n  the  importation  of  the  same  into  the  United 
tes  was  interdicted}  and  praying  that  they 
'  be  permitted  to  import  tne  same,  the  oon- 
ortation  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding, 
deferred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
3ufactures. 

be  bill  from  the  Senate  authorizing  the  sar- 
in; and  marling  certain  raad^s  in  the  Slate  of 
0,  as  contemplated  by  the  Treaty  of  Browns- 
D,  was  twice  read  and  committed, 
'he  bill  for  the  relief  of  Josiah  H.  Webb  (a 
(on  disabled  by  a  wound  whilst  engaged  in 
reying  the  mail  of  the  United  States)  went 
)agh  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was 
ered  by  the  House  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
ding. 

Che  bill  for  the  relief  of  Anthony  Crease  went 
)ugh  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was, 
T  some  objections,  reported  to  the  House, 

0  refused  to  pass  it  to  a  third  reading,  51  to  48. 
The  bill  went  to  enable  said  Crease,  an  alien, 
lis  heirs,  to  hold  real  estate  within  thia  Dis- 
i] 

klr.  Nelson  presented  the  petition  of  the 
)testaot  Episcopal  Charcb  of  the  towa  of  Al- 
iBdria,  praying  for  an  act  o(  incorporation. 
bill  for  carrying  into  effect  the  prayer  of  a 
lilar  petition,  it  will  be  recollected,  was  at  the 
(session  reiected  by  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
States.]  The  meoiorial,  which  is  very  long, 
s  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
strict  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Rhea  offered  the  following  resolution, 
ing  as  a  reason  for  it,  the  doubts  which  seem 
kanjf  oTcr  the  subject : 

KetoiM,  That  th«  CommHtae  on  Indian  AAdn  be 
traded  to  inquire,  whether  the  laws  of  the  Uhited 
itn,  or  the  laws  of  the  Tespective  States  and  Territo- 
h  do  extend  over  parts  of  States  and  Territories, 
lited  lespeetiTely  adjacent  to  the  United  SUtes, 

1  to  which  the  Indian  title  ia  not  extinct,  and  in 
it  maaner,  and  to  what  extent,  and  report  their 
nion  thereon. 

Oq  (he  suggestion  of  Mr.  Lacock  who  re- 
irked  on  the  number  of  resolutions  of  this  kind 
'Cady  before  the  House,  the  resolution  was, 
ith  the  consent  of  the  mover,  ordered  to  lie  on 
e  Ubie. 

Mr.  PoiKDEXTfiR,  after  observing  that  the  reso- 
tioa  already  before  the  House  on  the  subject 
u  not  sufficiently  comprehensive,  moved  the 
'lowing  resolution : 

^^kedy  That  the  committee  appointed  on  so  much 
the  Mesuge  of  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes 
niatetto  Indian  affairs,  be  instrocted  to  inquire 
^  fhe  expediency  of  extending  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
^  courts  of  the  United  SUtes  and  inferior  courU 
the  Territories  thereof,  over  those  parts  of  the  several 
^  tnd  Territories  to'wfaich  the  Indian  title  has  not 
en  extinguished,  so  as  to  authorise  said  courts  to 
keoopiztnce  of  all  cases,  civil  and  criminal,  against 
7  citizen  or  citizens,  or  other  person  or  persons,  (In- 

uu  excepted,)  resident  or  being  within  the  Indian 

Uttdsiy. 


This  resolotioo,  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Rhba, 
who  had  previously  offered  a  resolution  on  the 
same  subject,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

IMPRESSED  SEAMEN. 

&Ir.  Little  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Jttaolvtdy  That  the  President  of  the  United  Stotea 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House,  as 
far  as  practicable,  a  list  of  the  whole  number  of  per- 
sons impressed,,  seized,  and  otherwise  nniawfbUy  taken 
ftom  on  board  vesaels  sailing  under  the  United  States' 
flag  on  the  high  seas  or  rivers,  in  ports  and  harbors; 
by  whom,  and  under  the  autliority  of  what  Power, - 
ICingdom,  or  State,  anch  impreasments,  seizure^  and 
other  nnlawAil  detentions  were  made ;  what  number 
thereof  are  citizens  of  the  United  States;  with  such 
other  information  on  this  subject  as  he  in  his  judgment 
may  think  proper  to  communicate. 

Mr.  Setbbrt  inquired  what  period  of  time 
the  mover  contemplated  to  be  embraced  by  hia 
resolution. 

Mr.  Littlb  said  his  object  was  to  procure 
every  ioformation  attainable  on  a  subject  which 
had  excited  much  attention  and  feeling  among 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  aiui  occasioned 
loud  complaint.  He  said  he  had  examined  the 
records  of  the  House  and  found  no  report  on  the 
subjeot  later  than  1807,  which  report  was  but 
partiaL  His  object  was  to  obtain  information  on 
the  subjeot  from  1792,  when  the  evil  was  first 
felt,  to  the  present  time. 

The  resolution  lies  on  the  table. 

AMERICAN  MANUFACTURES. 

Mr»  Newton  observed  that  the  persona  who 
took  the  third  census  had  been  also  directed  by 
law  to  take  accounts  of  the  manufactures  of  the 
United  States  in  their  respective  districts,  and 
make  their  returns  to  the  omce  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Stales.  So  soon 
as  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufao* 
torea  ahould  be  in  poaseasion  of  that  report,  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  committee  to  take  tne  sub- 
ject of  manufactures  into  consideration.  And  he 
now  rose  to  ^ve  notice  that  the  committee  were 
ready  to  receive  any  information  on  this  subject 
which  gentleman  from  any  part  of  the  Union 
might  have  to  communicate. 
•Mr.  Rhba,  aAer  expressing  his  thanks  for  the 
liberty  offered  to  him  to  give  to  the  Committee 
of  Commerce  and  Manufactures  any  information 
he  might  possess  on  the  subject  of  the  manufac* 
tures  of  the  country  in  which  he  lived ;  but  think- 
ing it  possible  he  might  not  have  the  honor  of 
coming  before  that  committee,  he  should  move 
the  consideration  of  the  resolution  ofiered  by  him 
some  days  ago  for  laying  additional  duties  on  the 
coarse  manufactures  of  certain  materials  import- 
ed into  the  United  States.  It  appeared  from  the 
gentleman's  statement,  that  the  conimittee  had 
now  before  them  no  specific  proposition  for  en- 
couraging manufactures,  and  were  waiting  for  a 
certain  something  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, which  they  did  not  know  when  they 
should  receive.  He,  therefore,  hoped  they  would 
take  up  his  resolution. 
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The  House  refused  to  proceed  to  the  consider- 
atioD  of  Mr.  Rbea'b  resolution — yeas  44,  nays  69. 

Mr.  Rhea  then  roofed  the  order  of  the  day  on 
the  bill  proridioff  for  the  gorerumeBt  of  Louisi- 
ana; which  the  House  also  refused  to  tak«  op. 

PROCESS  IN  FEDERAL  COURTS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  profiding  for  the  more 
cooYenieot  taking  of  affidavits  to  be  used  in  Civil 
eases  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
provide  the  mode  of  taking  bail  in  certain  eases. 

[The  bill  goes  to  authorise  certain  judicial 
officers  in  each  State,  such  as  the  Chancellor  and 
Judges  of  the  Superior  Courts,  dbc,  to  receive 
bail  and  take  affidavits  to  be  used  in  civil  case^ 
in  the  courts  of  the  United  States.] 

Considerable  conversation  took  place  between 
Messrs.  Qold,  Qbolsok,  McCot,  Kino,  Fibk, 
Cbbvbs,  MiuioRj  Clat,  (Speaker,)  Key,  and 
Ely,  on  the  prini:iple  as  well  as  on  the  details  of 
the  bill. 

It  appeared,  from  what  was  said  by  different 
gentlemen,  that  there  wa»  no  uniform  rule  pre- 
scribed in  such  cases  by  the  laws  of  the  United 
States;  that  whilst  in  New  York  and  Pennsyh 
vania,  clients  frequently  had  to  travel  three  or 
four  hundred  miles  to  the  district  Judge,-  or  to 
the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  court,  to  make  affid- 
avit or  to  enter  bail ;  yet  in  Kentucky,  Maryland, 
and  Massachusetts,  affidaviu  were  made  or  bail 
entered  before  any  authority  commissioned  to  do 
the  same  as  to  the  State  courts.  The  bill  was 
objected  to,  therefore,  principally  on  two  grounds*; 
because  it  abridged  the  rights  of  the  people  of 
those  States  where  the  greatest  latitude  of  indul^ 
gence  already  existed,  and  because  the  courts  of 
the  United  States  were  authorized  to  make  such 
rules  and  regulations  in  this  case  as  they  should 
think  proper.  There  appearing,  however,  to  be 
much  difference  of  opinion  on  the  subject  among 
the  legal  characters  of  the  House,  the  committee 
rose,  and  the  bill  was  recommitted  to  the  com- 
mittee who  reported  it,  to  which  oB'  motion  of 
Mr.  Gold,  four  other  members  were  added,  viz: 
Mr.  Cbbvbs,  Mr.  Key,  Mr.  Ely,  and  Mr.  Obol* 
bom. 


Wednesday,  November  27. 

Mr.  Gbolson  made  an  unfavorable  report  on 
the  claims  of  several  petitioners  barred  by  the 
sutotes  of  limitation.— Referred  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Josiah  H. 
Webb,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Morrow  reported  favorably  on  the  petition 
of  sondry  land  claimants  in  Mississippi  Territory, 

{>raying  for  an  extension  of  time  for  paying  (he 
ast  instalment  on  purchases  of  public  lands. — Re- 
committed to  the  Land  Committee,  to  report  a 
bill  thereon. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions, on  the  contested  election  of  John  P.  Hun 
OBBPORD.    Before  any  decision  could  be  had,  the 
Committee  rose,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Thursday,  November  2S. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit:  Wiixiam  Paiu 
ING,  jun.,  from  New  York,  and  Cbarles  GoLOi> 
BOROUGH,  from  Maryland,  appeared,  produced tlisi 
credentials,  were  qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  ite 
Treasury,  respecting  the  regulation  of  tbe  c» 
rency  of  loreigh  coins,  was  laid  before  theHo<4 
by  the  Spbaiur,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  tdt 

Mr.  Morrow  presented  the  petitioD  ofi^ 
Mayor  and  Aldef  men  of  the  city  of  New  Orlrai^ 
praying  that  Congress  will  invest  the  ri^htui 
certain  lot  of  land  lying  in  the  city  of  NevOt* 
leans,  in  the  corporation  thereof,  on  whick  i:i 
proposed,  under  an  act  of  the  said  corporauofi,^ 
erect  steam  engines,  and  the  necessarv  baiidik 
by  which  it  is  contemplated  to  supply  the  al 
cjty  with  water.. 

Mr.  Bacon  moved  the  following  resolutiB^ 
which  were  agreed  to : 

Resohedt  Thki  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meia 
be  instmcted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  coiai 
uing  in  force,  for  a  further  time,  an  act,  entitled  "Ji 
act  continuing,  for  a  limited  time,  the  salaries  ^ti 
officers  of  GoTemment  therein  mentioned,"  tod  M 
leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Re90hed,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  M 
be  inaitmcted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
uing  in  force  for  a  further  time  the  first  section  cf 
act,  entitled  '^  An  aet  farther  to  protect  the  eoi 
and  aeamen  of  the  United  States  against  the  fi 
Powen,*^  and  that  they  have  leave  to  repert  bj  hiB 
otherwise. 

Mr.  Morrow  moved  the  following  re^olatiil 
predicating  it  on  the  late  unfortunate  occurreil^ 
on  the  Wabash: 

JUMohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Stril 

be  authorized  to  loan  to  the  State  of  Ohio « 

of  arms»  with  bayonets  and  cartouch  boxes,  and  ^- 
pieces  of  field  artillery,  on  the  Leg^Utore  of  thatSiii 
making  such  proviaion  by  law  as  ahally  in  his  opinio 
afford  security  for  their  safe-keeping  and  retan,aM 
the  damage  and  Ipsa  incident  to  use  and  accide£S 
actual  service. 

The  resolution  was  referred  to  a  Commitieeil 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  Jennings  moved  the  following  resolotiai 
which  was  agreed  to : 

JResohedt  That  a  oommittee  be  tnstrncled  to  isfaf 
into  the  expediency  of  allowing  the  qualified  voteni 
the  several  eountiea  in  the  Indiana  Territory  tocic 
their  sherifib  in  their  respective  oounties,  and  thstth 
said  committee  inquire  likewiae  into  theexpedieiKji 
allowing  appeals  in  certain  caaes,  from  the  TerritorJ 
courts  to  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  sod  vbi 
amendments,  if  any»  are  necessary  to  be  made  ton 
act  entitled  "  an  act  to  divide  the  Indiana  Teniur 
into  two  separate  governments,"  with  leave  to  refoi 
by  bill,  bills,  or  otherwise* 

Messrs.  Jsnninos,  Sevier,  New,  Robert: 
Wilson,  Morgan,  and  Mazwbll,  were  appoiot^ 
the  committee. 

WESTERN  ROAB8. 

Mr.  Morrow  made  a  report  of  the  cotprDitt|^ 

appointed  on  tbe  11th  instant,  ^^  to  incjaire  inioi^^ 

expediency  of  laying  out  and  making  ibe  roia 

contemplated   by  the  Treaty  of  BrowostovO; 
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bieb  was  re«d  and  eommuted  to  a  CommUtec 
the  Whole.    The  report  is  as  follows : 
Tint  the  roadfl  eontraiplated  by  tlie  nid  treaty  hava 

•  their  object  the  openiiig  a  oommiuiintion  l:^  land 
tveen  the  Tenitory  of  Mkliigaii  and  the  d&rent 
lleoentoin  the  State  of  Ohk>»  and  generally  whh  the 
ter  pirtf  of  the  United  States.  A  new  of  the  geo- 
kpbiini  pofition  ef  the  Tenritoiy  of  Michigan,  sttoate 
M  is,  bwdering  for  a  eoneiderable  ezlent  on  tite  Brit* 
I  piofinee*  of  Upper  Canada,  bounded  on  the  eesti 
ith,  tnd  west,  by  water,  and  on  the  eonth  by  an  ex- 
nive  trut  of  eoantry  to  which  the  Indian  title  re- 
au  Qoextingiiiehed,  oonvinoee  the  committee  of  the 
fit;  and  necessity  of  the  propoeed  roads.  They 
aid  nbMrre  to  the  convenience  of  the  dtiiens  in 
lir  oidtnsiy  interooarse ;  of  the  Oviremment  in  the 
aiporttiioii  of  the  pabKc  mail ;  and,  especially  in  an 
Kr^ency,  would  be  necessary  for  mflitary  operationB. 
The  diitanee  from  the  rapids  of  the  Miama  of  the 
knto  (he  Western  boundary  of  the  Cobnacticnt  Re* 
m  it  about  tkufty^five  miles ;  and  from  the  lower  San* 
aky^m  •  loathwardly  direction,  te  the  old  Indian  boun^ 
117  {ioc,ia  tbout  seventy  miTes ;  making  proper  allow* 
ice  fer  windings  in  the  roads,  so  that  they  may  be  made 
I  tbe  bnt  gnraad.  The  aggregate  length  of  road  pro- 
•ed  to  be  made  may  be  estimated  at  ontf  hnndred 
d  twenty  miles ;  but,  however  great  the  advantage, 
d  immediate  the  neceasity  of  these  roads,  it  is  not 
MIe  that  the  object  will  be  aoeomplislied  for  many 
■n  to  come,  nnteea  the  United  States  provide  the 
ndf.  The  Territoiy  of  Michigan  is  destitute  of  the 
MAS,  and  the  proposed  roads  are  without  the  limiu 
ber  territorial  junediction  (  the  Stete  of  Ohio,  with 
■ted  pnblie  resources,  and  multiplied  demand*  for 
teoiive  improvements  on  the  noadswithta  her  settle- 
nu;  it  ii  net  to  be  expected  that  either  will  alibnl 
t  iiindt  necessary  to  accomplish  the  propoeed  djeet 
be  committee  are  of  opinion  that  ptovinon.  ought  to. 
)uade  for  laying  out  and  making  the  said  nadb^  and 
•t  they  ought  to  be  located  of  the  width  proposed  by 

•  ttidtresly. 

The  House  agaio  resolved  itself  into  a  Com* 
liuee  of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Com- 
iHtee  of  Elections  00  the  petition  of  John  Tal- 
tf^rro,  contesting  the  election  of  John  P.  Hnir- 
tRFosD.  Before  any  decision  was  had,  the 
•ommittee  rote,  and  the  HoUre  adjoarued. 


Friday,  November  29. 

Tbe  House  took  up  the  resolution  submitted  on 
De26ih.  calling  on  the  Executive  for  information 
^peeting  impressments,  which  was  agreed  to ; 
Bd  Mr.  L1TTL6  and  Mr.  Reed  appointed  a  com* 
Jiuee  to  present  the  same  to  the  President. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
»otsol  the  Senate  to  the  bill  "extending  the 
'me  for  opening  the  several  land  offices  in  the 
wmory  of  Orleans ;"  which  were,  together  with 

w  bill,  committed  to  the  Committee  on  Public 

laods. 

POREIGN  RELATIONS. 

Mr.  PoRTEB,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
'^^I'lions,  made  the  follow iog  report,  which  was 
fwred  to  a  Committee  of  Che  Whole : 

TU  committee  to  whom  was  refiBxred  that  part  of 
°5  Presideni's  Message  which  relatea  to  out  loieign 
'^ beg  leave  to  report  in  part: 


That  Umy  have  endeavored  to  give  to  the  subject 
submitted  to  them  that  full  and  dispassionate  consid« 
oration  which  is  due  to  one  so  intimately  connected 
with  the  interest,  the  peace,  the  safety,  and  the  honor 
of  their  country* 

Tour  committee  will  not  encumber  your  journals, 
and  vraste  your  patience  with  a  detailed  history  of  all 
the  various  matters  growing  out  of  our  foreign  rela* 
tions.  The  cold  recital  of  wrongs ;  of  injuries  and  ag- 
gressions known  and  felt  by  every  member  of  this 
Union,  could  have  no  other  effect  than  to  deaden  the 
national  sensibility,  and  render  the  public  mind  cal- 
lous to  injuries  with  vi^ch  it  is  already  too  familiar. 

Without  recurring,  then,  to  the  nuiltiplied  wrongs 
of  partial  or  temporary  operation,  of  which  we  have 
so  just  cause  of  complaint  against  the  two  great  bellig- 
erents, your  committee  will  only  call  your  attention, 
at  this  time,  to  the  systematic  aggression  of  those  Pow- 
ers,' authorized  by  their  edicts  against  neutral  com- 
merce— a  system,  which,  as  regarded  its  principles, 
was  founded  on  pretensions  that  went  to  the  subver- 
sion ef  our  national  independence;  and  which,  al- 
though now  abandoned  by  one  Power,  is,  in  its  broad 
and  destructive  operation,  as  still  enforced  by  the  other, 
sapping  the  foundation  of  our  prosperity. 

It  is  more  than  five  years  since  England  and  France, 
in  violation  of  those  principles  of  justice  and  public 
law,  held  sacred  by  all  civilized  nations,  commenced 
this  unprecedented  system  by  seizing  the  property  of 
the  dtiaena  of  the  United  States,  peaceably  pursuing 
theb  lawful  commerce  on  the  high  seas.  To  shield 
themselves  from  the  odium  which  such  outrage  must 
incur,  each  of  ^e  belligerents  sought  a  pretext  in  the 
conduct  of  the  other--each  attempting  to  justify  hia 
system  of  rapine  as  a  retaliation  for  similar  acts  on 
'  the  part  of  his  enemy.  As  if  the  law  of  nations, 
founded  on  the  eternal  rules  of  justice,  ceuld  sanction 
a  principle,  which,  if  ingrafted  into  our  municipal 
code,  would  excuse  the  crime  of  one  robber,  upon  die 
sole  plea  that  the  unfortunate  object  of  his  rapacity 
was  also  a  victim  to  the  injustice  ef  another.  The 
fact  of  ^ority  could  be  true  as  to  one  only  of  the  par- 
ties, and  whether  true  or  false,  could  furnish  no  ground 
of  justification. 

The  United  States  thus  unexpectedly  and  violently 
assailed  by  the  two  greatest  Powers  in  Europe,  with- 
drew their  citizens  and  property  from  the  ocean :  and 
cherishing  the  blessing  of  peace,  although  the  occasion 
would  have  fully  justified  war,  sought  redress  in  an 
appeal  to,  the  justice  and  magnanimity  of  the  belliger- 
enta.  When  this  appeal  had  failed  of  the  success 
which  was  due  to  its  moderation,  other  measures, 
founded  on  the  san»e  pacific  policy,  but  applying  to 
the  interests  instead  of  the  justice  of  the  belligerents, 
were  resorted  to.  Such  was  the  character  of  the  non- 
intercourse  and  non-importation  laws,  which  invited 
the  return  of  both  Powers  to  their  former  state  of  ami- 
cable relations,  by  offering  commercial  advantages  to 
the  one  who  should  first  revoke  his  hostile  edicts,  and 
imposing  restrictions  on  the  other. 

Franca,  at  length,  availing  herself  of  the  proffers 
made  equally  to  her  and  her  enemy,  l»y  the  non-impor- 
tation law  of  May,  1810,  announced  the  repeal,  on  the 
first  of  the  following  November,  of  tbe  decrees  of  Ber- 
lin and  Milan.  And  it  affords  a  -subject  of  sincere 
congratulation  to  be  informed,  through  the  official  or- 
gans of  the  (government,  that  those  decrees  are,  so  far 
at  least  as  our  rights  are  coifcerned,  really  and  practi- 
cally at  an  end. 
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It  was  confidently  expected,  that  this  ect  on  the 
part  of  France  wonid  have  been  immediateij  followed 
hj  a  revocatioB  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  of  her 
Orden  in  Council.  If  our  reliance  on  her  justice  had 
been  impaired  by  the  wrongs  she  had  inflicted,  yet, 
when  she  had  plighted  her  faith  to  the  world  that  the 
sole  motive  of  her  aggression  on  neutral  commerce 
was  to  be  found  in  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  we 
looked  forward  to  the  extinction  of  thoee  decrees,  as 
the  period  when  the  freedom  of  the  seas  would  be 
again  restored.  In  this  reasonable  expectation  we 
have,  however,  been  disappointed.  A  year  has  elapsed 
since  the  French  decrees  were  rescinded,  and  yet 
Great  Britain,  instead  of  retracing  pari  paaau  that 
course  of  unjustifiable  attack  on  neutral  rights,  in 
which  she  professed  to  be  only  the  reluctant  follower 
of  France,  lias  advanced  with  bolder  and  continually 
increasing  strides.  To  the  categorical  demands  lately 
inade  by  our  Government  for  the  repeal  of  her  Orders 
in  Council,  she  has  affected  to  deny  the  pnotical  ex- 
tinction of  the  French  decrees,  and  she  has,  moreover, 
advanced  a  new  and  unexpected  demand,  increasing 
in  hostility  the  orders  themselves.  She  has  insisted, 
through  her  accredited  Minister  at  this  place,  that  the 
fepeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council  must  be  preceded,  not 
only  by  the  practical  abandonment  of  the  decrees  of 
Berlin  and  Milan,  so  far  as  they  infringe  the  neutral 
rights  of  the  United  States ;  but  by  the  renunciation 
on  the  part  of  France,  of  the  whole  of  her  system  of 
commercial  warfare  against  Great  Britain,  of  which 
those  decrees  originally  formed  a  part. 

This  system  is  understood  to  consist  in  a  oottrae  of 
measures  adopted  by  France  and  the  other  Powers  on 
the  Continent  subject  to,  or  in  alliance  with  her,  cal- 
culated to  prevent  the  introduction  into  their  territo* 
ries  of  the  produce  and  manufactures  of  Great  Britain 
and  her  colonies;  and  to  annihilate  her  trade  with 
them.  However  hostile  these  regulations  may  be  on 
the  part  of  France  towards  Great  Britain,  or  however 
sensibly  the  latter  may  feel  their  efiects,  they  are,  nev* 
ertheless,  to  be  regarded  only  as  Uie  expedients  of  one 
enemy  against  another^  for  which  the  United. States, 
as  a  neutral  Power,  can,  in  no  respect,  be  responsible ; 
they  are,  too,  in  exact  conformity  with  those  which 
Great  Britain  has  herself  adopted  and  acted  upon  in 
time  of  peace  as  well  as  war.  And  it  is  not  to  be  pre- 
sumed that  France  would  yield  to  the  unauthorized 
demand  of  America  what  she  seems  to  have  consid- 
ered as  one  of  the  most  powerful  engines  of  the  pres- 
ent war. 

.  Such  are  the  pretensions  upon  which  Great  Britain 
founds  the  violation  of  the  maritime  rights  of  the  Uni- 
ted States — pretensions  not  theoretical  merely,  but  fol- 
lowed up  by  a  desolating  war  upon  our  unprotected 
commerce.  The  ships  of  the  United  States,  laden 
with  the  products  of  our  own  soil  and  labor,  navigmted 
by  our  own  citixens,  and  peaceably  pursuing  a  lawful 
trade,  are  seized  on  our  own  coasts,  at  the  very  months 
of  our  harbors,  condemned  and  confiscated. 

Your  committee  are  not,  however,  of  that  sect 
whose  worship  is  at  the  shrine. of  a  calculating  avarice. 
Afid  while  we  are  laying  before  you  the  just  com- 
plaints of  our  merchants  against  the  plunder  of  their 
ships  and  cargoes,  we  cannot  refrain  from  presenting 
to  the  justice  and  humanity  of  our  country  the  un- 
happy case  of  our  impressed  seamen.  Although  the 
groans  of  these  victims  of  barbarity  for  the  loss  of 
(what  should  be  dearer  to  Americana  than  life)  their 
liberty ;  although  the  cries  of  their  wives  and  children 


in  the  privation  of  protaoteirs  and  paranli,  han,a( 
late,  been  drowned  in  the  louder  clamors  at  the  iss «( 
property;  yet  is  the  practice  of  fordag  our  msmua 
into  the  British  navy,  in  violation  of  the  rights  ofo* 
flag,  carried  on  with  vnabated  rigor  and  severitv.  M 
it  be  our  doty  to  encourage  the  foir  and  legi^nai 
commerce  of  this  country  by  protecting  the  propok 
of  the  merchant;  diep,  indeed,  by  as  much  as  life  li 
tiberty  are  more  estimable  than  sUps  and  goods, « 
much  more  impressive  is  the  duty  to  diield  the  perm 
of  our  seamen*  whose  hard  and  honest  services  m 
employed  equally  with  these  of  the  meicfaants  ia  A 
▼ancing,  under  the  mantle  of  its  laws^  the  inteicstitf 
their  coontry. 

To  sum  up,  in  a  word,  the  great  causae  of  cam^HM 
against  Great  Britain,  your  committee  need  onlj  «i^ 
Ihat  the  United  States,  as  a  sovereigu  and  indepoM 
Power,  claim  the  right  to  uea  the  ocean,  whidi  is  fli 
common  and  acknowledged  highway  of  nations,  fcrtki 
purposes  of  transporting,  in  their  own  Tessek,  tli 
products  of  their  own  sml  and  the  acquisitions  of  tbv 
own  industry,  to  a  mariiet  in  the  porta  of  friendly  m 
tions,  and  to  bring  home,  in  return,  such  aitkS/mm 
their  necessities  or  convenience  may  require — sJ«^ 
regarding  Ae  rights  of  beUigeients,  as  defined  by  it 
established  laws  of  nations.  Great  Britain,  in  drfiiMI 
of  this  Inc<mte8table  right,  c^tnras  etsiry  Ameriec 
vessel  bound  to,  or  returning  from,  a  port  where  kr 
commerce  is  not  favored ;  endavea  our  aeamea,  tnd^ 
spite  of  our  remonstrances,  peiaeverea  in  these  sggn» 
sums. 

To  Wrongs  so  daring  in  character,  and  ao  disgn* 
fril  in  their  execution,  it  is  imposatble  that  the  pcob 
of  the  United  States  should  remain  indiliereot  w^ 
must  now  tamely  and  quietly  submit,  or  we  miist  * 
siat  by  those  means  whKh  God  has  placed  wiUun  tm 
reach. 

Your  committee  would  not  caat  a  shade  over  tks 
American  name  by  the  expression  of  a  doubt  whiti 
branch  of  this  alternative  win  be  embraced.  The  «^ 
casion  is  now  presented  when  the  national  chaiactK 
miaunderatood  and  traduced  for  a  time  by  foreign  sal 
domestic  enemies,  should  be  vindicated.  If  we  ban 
not  rushed  to  the  field  of  battle  like  the  nations  wk 
are  led  by  the  mad  ambition  of  a  singfe  chief,  or  da 
avarice  of  a  corrupted  court,  it  has  not  proceeded  6«n 
a  fear  tff  war,  but  horn  our  love  of  justice  and  hnau? 
ity.  That  proud  spirit  of  liberty  and  independenoi 
whidi  sustained  our  fothers  in  the  snceeasftil  sssertifls 
of  their  rights  against  foreign  aggreasion  is  not  j«t 
sunk.  The  patriotic  fire  of  the  Revolntiott  still  bom 
in  the  American  breast  with  a  holy  and  unextingiusi^ 
able  flame,  and  will  conduct  this  nation  to  those  higb 
destinies  which  are  not  less  the  reward  of  dignifipi 
moderation  than  of  exalted  valor. 

But  we  have  borne  with  injury  until  forbsaranee 
has  ceased  to  be  a  virtue.  The  aovereignty  and  imle- 
pendence  of  these  States^  purchased  and  sanctified  fay 
the  blood  of  our  fathers,  from  whom  we  received  tbeot 
not  for  ourselves  only,  but  as  the  inheritance  of  oar 
posterity,  are  deliberately  and  systematically  vioUtcd. 
And  the  period  has  arrived,  when,  in  the  opinioa  of 
your  committee,  it  is  the  sacred  duty  of  Congress  to 
call  forth  the  patriotism  and  resources  of  the  country. 
By  the  aid  of  these,  and  with  the  blessing  of  God,  wt 
confidently  trust  we  shall  be  enabled  to  procure  thK 
redreas  which  has  been  sought  for  by  justice,  by  re- 
monstrance, and  forbearance,  in  vain. 

Your  committee,  reoerving  for  a  fhtttre  report  tbeee 
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lerior  meosiitevy  which,' in  their  opinion,  ought  to  be 
nued,  woald,  at  this  time,  earnestly  recommend,  in 
>  words  of  the  President  <«that  the  United  Statee 
put  into  an  armor  and  at^tnde  demanded  by  the 
giSf  and  eorreeponding  with  the  national  epirit  and 
ifctationa."  And,  to  this  end,  they  beg  lea^e  to 
Moit,  for  the  adoption  of  the  Houae,  the  following 
olntions; 

I.  Resohedy  That  the  Military  Establiahment,  ai 
boiized  by  the  existing  laws,  ought  to  b^  iramedi- 
I7  completed  by  filling  up  the  tanks,  and  prolong- 
f  the  enlistment  of  the  troops ;  and  that  to  enconr^ 
p enlistment,  a  bounty  in  lands  ought  to  be  given  in 
lition  to  the  pay  and  bounty  now  allowtod  hy  law. 
L  That  an  additional  force  of  ten  thousand  regular 
0[M  ought  to  be  immediately  raised  to  serre  for  three 
in;  and  that  a  bounty  in  lands  ought  to  be  given 
encourage  enlistments.  ^ 

3.  That  it  is  expedieiit  to  authorize  the  President, 
der  proper  regulations,  to  accept  the  sernce  of  any 
mber  of  volunteers,  not  exceeding  fifty  thousand ;  to 
organixed,  trained,  and  held  in  teadiness  to  act  on 
eh  service  as  the  exigencies  of  the  Government  may 
(Dire. 

i*  That  the  President  be  authorised  to  order  out, 
a  time  to  time,  detachments  of  the  militia,  as  in  his 
inion  the  public  service  may  require. 
S.  That  all  the  vessels  not  now  in  service  belonging 
the  Navy,  and  worthy  of  repair,  be  iqimediately  fit- 
( up  and  put  in  commission. 
S.  That  it  is  expedient  to  permit  our  merchant  ves^ 
li,  owned  exclusively  by  resident  citizens,  and  com- 
nded  and  navigated  solely  by  citizens,  to  arm,  under 
iper  regulations,  to  be  prescribed  by  law,  in  self- 
fence,  against  all  unlawful  proceedings  towards  them 
the  high 


CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
ifinished  businecs,  viz :  the  report  of  the  eom- 
ittee  OD  the  petition  of  John  Taliaferro,  eontest- 
phe  election  of  Jobh  P.  HmfoutPORD,  which 
id  report  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  of  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred 
» petition  of  John  Taliaferro,  contesting  the  election 
iohn  P.  Hungeiibrd,  returned,  as  one  of  the  Rep* 
MAtatives  for  the  State  of  Virginia,  in  the  present 
mgrets,  and  praying  to  be  admitted  in  his  stSM,  have 
d  the  said  petition  under  consideration,  and  report, 
Hrt. 

That,  at  the  last  Genersl  Election  iii  Virginia  for 
^preventatives  to  Congress,  the  said  John  Talialnio 
id  John  P.  Hungerford  were  opposing  candidates  in 
5  district  eomposed  of  the  counties  of  Westmoieland, 
'^'^Qd,  Lancaster,  Northumberland,  King  George, 
id  Staifind :  from  the  polls  of  the  several  counties, 
•  littmg  memWr  appears  to  have  obtained  a  majority 
"X  ▼otes  in  the  distriet,  and  he  was  aeeoidingly  xe- 
■^•s  elected. 

That  of  the  polls  taken  for  the  oouaty  of  Westmore- 
nd,  John  Taliaferro  had  37  votes  and  John  P.  Hung- 
^  316  votes;  and  that,  on  comparing  the  poll  with 
>*h&d  list  of  the  year  1810,  and  taking  the  list  as  a 
|^>t  tppesTB  to  the  eommitteo  that  9  persons  who 
^  for  the  former,  and  162  persons  who  voted  for  the 
"*|^  B«ntleman,  were  not  qualified  to  vote. 
^Mt  of  the  polls  taken  for  the  county  of  Richmond, 
^aliaferro  had  103  votes,  and  Mr.  Hungerford  130 
^;  and  that,  on  sndi  comparison  as  aforesaid,  12 


perMns  who  voted  for  the  former,  and  38  persons  who 
voted  for  the  latter  gentleman,  appear  not  to  have  been 
legally  qualified  voters. 

That  of  the  poUs  taken  for  the  county  of  Lancaster, 
Mr.  Taliaferro  had  122  votes  and  Mr.  HuHgerford  06 
votes;  and  that  on  such  comparison  as  aforesaidy  20 
persons  who  voted  for  the  former  gentleman,  and  20 
penons  who  voted  for  the  latter,  appear  not  to  have 
been  legally  qualified  voters. 

That  of  the  polls  taken  for  the  county  of  Northum* 
beriand,  Mr.  Taliaferro  had  228  votes  and  Mr.  Hung- 
erford  75  votes ;  and  that  on  such  comparison  as  afore* 
said,  36  persons  who  voted  for  the  former  gentleman, 
and  1  person  who  voted  foV  the  latter,  appear  not  to  have 
been  legally  qualified  voters. 

That  of  the  polls  taken  for  the  ooun^  of  King 
George,  Mr.  Taliaferro  had  114  votes  and  Mr.  Hunger- 
ford' 126  votes;  and  that,  on  such  comparison  as  afore^ 
said,  38  persons  mho  had  voted  for  the  former  gentle- 
man,  and  60  persoJM  who  voted  for  the  latter,  appear 
not  to  have  been  legally  qualified  voters. 

That  of  the  polls  taken  for  the  county  of  8tafibid> 
Mr.  Taliaforro  had  160  votes  end  Mr.  Hungerford  26 
votes;  and  that,  on  sueh  comparison  as  aforesaid,  29 
persons  who  voted  for  the  former^  gentleman,  appear 
not  to  hav^  been  legally  qualified  voters. 

The  result  of  such  examination  and  comparison  is, 
that  deducting  from  both  polls  the  persons  duallenged, 
who  do  not  appear  to  have  been  qualified  to  vote  ao» 
cording  to  the  land  lists  of  1810,  Mr.  Taliaferro  has  a 
majority  over  Mr.  Hungerford' of  121  votes. 

The  committee  further  report,  that  on  the  7th  day 
of  May  last,  the  petitioner  gave  notice  to  the  sitting 
member  of  his  intention  to  contest  the  election,  on  the 
ground  that  the  former  had  a  majority  of  the' legal  and 
qualified  votes,  and  that  such  notice  was  accompanied 
by. a  list  of  the  ^rrans  challenged  by  the  petitioner, 
with  his  oljections  to  them.  On  the  26th  of  May,  the 
sitting  meuiber  fumidsed  the  petitioner  with  a  Ust  of 
the  persons  challenged  by  bim,  setting  forth  his  objee- 
tiona  against  such  voters.  These  lists  contain,  as  well 
the  names  of  the  persons  who  the  committee  find  net 
to  be  on  the  land  lists,  as  others  who  are  challenged  by 
the  parties  for  the  want  of  the  fieehold  qualificatioity 
and  for  other  causes. 

That  on  the  27th  day  of  September  last,  the  petition* 
er  gave  notice  In  writing,  subscribed  by  him,  to  the  sit- 
ting member,  that  testimony  would  be  taken  in  relation 
to  Uie  present  controversy,  and  to  be  used  in  the  deci* 
sion  of  the  same,  at  King  George  court-house  on  the 
10th;  at  Westmoreland  court-house  on  the  17th;  and 
at  Richmond  court-house  on  the  22d  of  October ;  and 
that  the  petitioner,  agreeable  to  such  notice,  has  taken 
sundry  depositions,  whibh  are  now  before  the  commiU 
tee ;  but  the  sitting  member  did  not  attend  such  exanip 
ination,  for  reasons  stated  by  him  in  a  protest  which 
he  caused  to  be  delivered  to  the  petitioner. 

The  committee  further  state,  that  they  made  the 
eomparison  of  the  polls  with  the  land  lists,  at  the  parti- 
cular request  of  the  petitioner,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
reducing  the  controversy  before  them  as  much  as  po^ 
siMe ;  and  that  the^  were  induced  to  this  course  from 
adopting  as  a  principle,  that,  according  to  the  laws  of 
Virginia,  the  land  list  of  the  year  prior  to  the  election 
is,  in  the  first  instance,  to  be  received  as  evidence  of 
all  ^e  freeholders  in  the  eounty :  but  this  evidence  they 
conceive,  and  so  it  was  admitted  by  the  parties,  is  only 
conclusive  in  the  absence  of  all  other  evidence ;  aira 
they  aOBording^  are  of  opinion,  that  it  is  competent  for 
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Um  psrties  to  show,  liy  oAer  tettunony,  tkat  peyaom 
appearing  on  the  land  list  are  not  freeholders,  and  thus 
not  entitled  to  Tote;  and  on  the  other  hand  that  persons 
not  appearing  on  the  land  lists  are  frecheldeis  and 
Toters. 

The  sitting  member,  before  such  ezaminatioB  was 
gone  into,  asked  for  time  to  take  testimony,  under 
the  cOnTiction  that  In  a  reasonable  period,  to  be  6zed 
bj  the  committee,  he  would  be  able,  by  evidence  to  be 
taken,  to  suppost  his  challenges  and  his  poll,  and  he 
still  requests  such  time  to  be  allowed  to  him :  the  peti- 
tioner, on  the  other  hand,  has  at  all  times  opposed  such 
request,  on  the  grofund  that  the  sitting  member  has  had 
sufficient  time,  since  he  was  iqpprtsed  that  the  Section 
would  be  contested,  to  procure  his  testimony. 

The  committee  are  aware  that  some  inconvenience 
must  arise  to  the  petitioner,  if  this  contest  is  laid  over 
for  any  time;  but  they  think  the  right  of  suffimge  ought 
not  to  be  hazarded  or  destroyed  on  account  of  any  in- 
dhridual  inoonvenience.  If  there  has  not  been  grass 
neglect  in  the  sitting  member,  the.  committee  conceive 
that  it  Is  due  to  the  electors  o£  the  district  who  polled 
for  him,  and  to  himself  not  to  hurry  hiscass  to  a  deci* 
non  without  afibnUng  them  and  him  an  opportunity  to 
make  good  the  election,  if  they  can  do  it.  > 

It  has  already  been  stated,  that  the  petitioner  gave 
notice  of  his  intention  to  contest  (he  election,  to  the 
sitting  member,  on  the  7th  of  May ;  and  this  the  former 
contends  was  sufficient  to  put  the  latter  to  the  task  of 
collecting  and  arranging  his  proof;  your  committee  see, 
however,  that  this  proceeding  was  modelled  6n  the  law% 
and  usages  of  Virginia,  and  according  to  them  it  is 
regarded  as  a  mere  incipient  step,  calling  for  no  pro- 
ceeding from  the  other  party,  duch  a  notice  on  the  neel 
of  a  contested  election,  is  an  index  to  the  feelings  of 
the  person  givmg  it,  but  not  always  the  proof  of  a  set- 
tied  determination.  As  the  period  of  the  election  re- 
cedes, and  the  difficulties  attending  a  canvass  beoome 
more  apparent,  the  unsuccessful  candidate  sometimes 
abandons  his  notice  and  hii  scrutiny.  It  ought  not, 
therefore,  to  be  required  of  the  perion  returned,  for 
•udi  cause  alone,  to  wade  through  all  the  trouble,  dtf- 
fieulty  and  expense  of  a  tedious  examination,  while  it 
remains  doubtlhl  whether  his  opponent  will  proceed : 
it  is  surely  in  season  to  begin  to  take  defensive  testi- 
mony when  the  opposing  party  has  commenoed  the 
investigation. 

The  notice  given  by  the  petitioner  on  the  37th  of 
fBeptember,  for  the  examinations  on  the  10th,  17th,  and 
SSd  of  October,  the  committee  have  accordingly  regard- 
ed as  the  first  efficient  measure  towards  the  scrutiny, 
and  they  are  satisfied  that  in  a  district  composed  of 
six  counties,  and  in  a  case  where  the  votet  challenged 
exceeded  four  hundred,  it  was  not  practicable  for  the 
-sitting  member  .to  take  his  testimony  in  season  for  the 
commencement  of  this  session.  A  notice  given  by  him 
after  the  39th  of  September,  would  not  have  been 
deemed  reasonable  for  an  earlier  day  than  the  10th  of 
October;  nor  would  it  have  been  allowed  in  him  to 
call  the  petitioner  firom  his  own  examinstions,  which 
were  to  continue  until  after  the  38d  of  October :  after 
the  23d  of  October,  it  is  not  possible  to  conceive  that 
the  sitting  member  eould  procure  his  evidence,  allow- 
ing him  time  before  the  first  day  of  the^ession  to  travel 
to  the  seat  of  government. 

The  committee,  in  addition  to  the  focts  already  stated, 
report,  that  it  appears  to  them  that  on  the  S9th  day  of 
April  last,  being  the'day  of  the  canvass,  the  petitioner 
procured  the  certificates,  under  oath,  of  two  of  the 


sheriffii  and  two  of  the  deputy  sheiifla  who  attended  i| 
compare  the  polls,  that  if  ah  equality  of  votes  had 
pearad,  they  would  have  voted  for  the  petitioner,  w 
ceitifieate  was  timnsmitted  by  the  ms^istrate, 
whom  it  was  attested,  to  the  oleik  of  this  Houses  at 
request  of  JUr.  TaKaforro,  to  be.  retaiaed  imty  csllei 
by  him. 

This,  the  petitioner  alleges,  ought  to  be  regarded 
the  commencement  of  his  testiaonyy  and  oontcnds 
it  not  onl^  adseitifed  the  sitting  member  that  bis 
would  be  contested,  but  made  it  neoasaary  fat 
forthwith,  and  without  further  notice  or  act  on  the 
of  the  petitioner,  to  proceed  to  his  examinations, 
committee,  however,  have  nothing  befove  them  w: 
goes  to  show  distinctly  the  object  of  the  petitioaer 
jNToeuriag  the  certificate;  nor  can  thej,  in  any  poisi 
view,  consider  it  as  sudt  a  prelude  to  the  scmtiiij  tf 
to  require  from  the  sitting  member  that  he  should  jw 
ceed  to  Us  canvass.  |i 

The  oommittee,  therefore,  upon  a  view  of  all  thei' 
cumstances  of  the  case,  are  of  opinion*  that 
time  ought  to  be  granted  to  the  sitting  meynber  to 
cure  testimony,  and  they  accordingly  aibmit  the 
lowing  resolution : 

iiesolsfld.  That  a  reasonable  time  be  allowed  to  Ji 
P.  Hungerford^  a  member  of  this  House,  to 
testimony  relative  to  his  election,  and  that  the  Cc 
tee  of  BlectioBa  have  power  to  examine  witn< 
to  make  order  for  such  examinatioiis  in  the  case  of  ( 
said  election. 

Wbstmobxkavp  CovsTT,  4prv7  39,  1811. 

Sin:  The  encloeed  document  was  taken, 
and  swotn  to,  by  the  subseiibnig  gentlemen,  in 
presence  of  John  Taliafono,  Esq.,  General  Hai 
fMj  and  myself,  at  a  meetiiig  of  the  sherifis  at  W 
moreland  court-house,  for  the  purpose  of  cam 
the  Congressional  poU  for  the  counties  of  S 
King  George,  Westmoreland,  Richmond,  Lancasntt 
and  Noiihumberland ;  and  which  paper  I  hciewim 
transmit  to  you,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Taliafono,  to  It 
retained  by  you  until  called  for  by  him* 

I  am,  sir,  youia,  dto. 

THOMAS  ROWA>a 

PAlnxcK  MAemuns^  Bsq., 

Cierk  oftUHomu  of  Equ^  T.  &  | 

We,  the  underaigned  sherift,  who  have  siuiinhw 
at  Westmoreland  oourtphouse,  on  the  39th  dayB 
April,  181 1»  to  count  and  eompara  the  poUs  takentf 
our  respective  eoontiee  for  a  dilegate  to  serve  ia  tto* 
House  of  Representatives  for  the  Congress  of  the  Uiip 
tad  States,  do  certify  that,  if  an  eqwdi^  ef  votes  bsl ' 
appeared  on  the  wiwle  of  the  poil»  we  should  hs» 
voted  in  the  fottewing  manner : 

Richard  Claughton,  de^ty  aheriff  for  Thonai 
Hnrst,  sheriif  of  Northumbeiiand,  should  have  v«ti< 
for  John  Taliaforre,  WiUiam  8.  Stemet  deputy  fhl^ 
iff  for  Enoch  Maeen,  sheriff  of  Staibid*  shoukl  bsw 
voted  for  John  Taliaferro.  J.  Digga  Diabman,  sbsnf 
of  King  George,  would  have  voted  for  John  Twimkn^ 
JooMph  Carter,  jun«,  sheriff  of  Lanoastery  would  hsT« 
voted  for.  John  Taliafono. 

State  or  ViaeiiriA,  We$ttnor$bmd  cennfy,  U  wU  •- 

This  89th  day  of  April,  1811,  the  aforesaid  Ihehaid 
Claughton,  William  S.  Sterne,  James  Dl  Difliunss. 
and  Joseph  Carter,  jun.,  made  oath  bafiire  me,  a  jtu- 
tice  of  the  peace  for  said  county,  that  they  would  haw 
given  their  vote  in  the  manner  as  above  stated  br 
them.    Given  under  my  hand  the  day  and  yearabo««. 

THOMAS  R0WA5P. 


\ 
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ITS  or  VissiviA,  WettTnorekmd  county,  set  .* 
I,  Joseph  Fox,  clerk  of  the  court  of  Westmoreland 
aotj,  qaalified  according  to  law,  do  certify  that 
loiau  Rowand,  whoae  name  ia  snbacribed  within, 
18,  at  the  time  of  taking  the.  affidavit  to  which  his 
me  if  subscribed,  and  la  now,  an  acting  justice  of 
)  peace  for  saiii  county,  daly  'commissioned  and 
ilijSed  according  to  law,  and  that  doe  iaith  and 
dit  ought  to  be  given  to  all  his  acts  as  such. 
h  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand, 
i  affixed  the  puhlk  seal  of  my  office,  this  thirteenth 
y  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
|1^  hundred  and  eleven,  and  of  the  Commonwealth 
Virginia  the  Ifairty-fifth. 

JOSEPH  FOX,  C.  W.  C. 

Kiiro  Gsoaox,  May  4, 1811. 
Sn :  Be  pleased  to  take  notice,  that  I  shall,  on  the 
eting  of  the  next  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
itest  your  election  to  represent  the  counties  of 
ttimoreland,  Richmond,  Lancaster,  Northumber- 
id,  King  George,  and  Stafford,  in  that  body,  on  the 
)DDd  that  you  did  not,  at  th^  last  election,  obtain  a 
kjoritjF  of  the  electors  of  the  said  district  who  were 
(ally  qualified  to  vote  for  a  Representative  to  Con- 
iss.  And  I  shall  further  make  it  appear,  if  neees- 
7,  that  your  election  has1)een  contrary  to  law ,  and, 
sllj,  that  I  shall  claim  the  right  to  represent  the 
d  district,  iff  virtue  of  my  having  obtained  over  you 
Dujority  of  the  votes  of  thja  electors  thereof  who 
tre  duly  and  legally  authorized  to  vote  in  the  elec- 
D.  Below  you  will  find  a  list  of  the  names  of  the 
nam  from  the  several  counties  in  the  said  district, 
le  voted  for  yon,  to  whose  votes  I  object  as  not  being 
|>l  and  my  particular  objectioi^  to  the  legality  of 
&  person's  vote  are  placed  opposite  to  each  of  their 
mes. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  dec. 

JOHN  TALIAFERRO.    - 
General  Joair  P.  Hu^oxbvobd. 

[Here  follows  the  list  of  304  names.] 

8ia :  Below  you  will  find  a  list  of  the  names  of  the 
nous  from  the  several  counties  composing  the  Con- 
naoual  district  fi>T  which  I  have  been  elected,  who 
ted  for  you  to  represent  the  said  district  in  the  Con- 
fu  of  the  United  States,  to  whose  votes  I  object  as 
iDg illegal;  and  opposite  t^  t^  name  of  each  voter 
objected  to  by  me  you  will  find  my  paiticuJar  ob- 
^n  to  the  legality  of  the  vote. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

JOHN  P,  HUWERFOBD. 

^•i0B|rTAI,IAF»mo. 

[Here  ibllows  the  list  of  189  names.] 

'^■■woMiAwi)  CoriTTT,  to  wit  : 
On  this  day  Henry  Hungerfbrd  personally  appeared 
m  me,  James  Miller,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and 
'^e  aforesaid  eounty,  and  made  oath  that,  on  the 
^  day  of  May,  he  delivered  to  John  Taliaferro, 
^f  t  true  copy  of  tiie  aforegoing  writing.    Certified 

•  30th  day  of  October,  lail. 

JAMES  MILLER. 

SspTXMBia  25,  1811. 

^1%'-  Be  pleased  to  take  notice,  that  I  shall,  at  King 
^^Ke  court-house,  on  the  10th  day  of  October  next, 
'a«t  Westmoreland  court-house,  on  the  17th  of  the 
^t  moQth,  and  at  Richmond  court-house,  on  the 
^  of  the  same  month,  proceed  to  take  the  evidence 
■uodry  persons,  to  be  used  by  me  in  the  decision  of 

*  ^»^»t  now  depending  between  you  and  myself 


for  a  seat  in  the  next  Congress  of  the  ynited  States, 
as  the  Representative  of  the  district  composed  of  the 
counties  of  Stafibrd,  King  George,  Westmoreland, 
Richmond,  Northumberland,  and  Lancaster ;  and  that 
I  shall  proceed,  at  each  of  the  above  places,  at  the 
times  above  stated,  to  take  evidence,  and  continue  at 
each  place,  fVom  day  to  day,  to  take  evidence  until  the 
whole  can  be  gone  through  with. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully  yours, 

JOHN  TALIAFERRO. 

General  Johk  P.  HuirosHroas. 

Stats  or  Viboihia,  King  George  County f$et,- 

Meriwether  Taliaferro  made  oath  before  me,  an  act- 
ing justice  of  the  peace  for  the  aforesaid  county,  that 
he  did,  on  the  27th  of  last  Qionth,  (September,)  de- 
liver to  General  John  P.  Hungerford  a  notice,  in  wri- 
ting, of  which  the  within  is  a  true  copy.  Given  under 
my  band  this  8tb  day  of  October,  181 1. 

ALEX.  8.  HOOE. 

LvxBSTowir,  October  0,  1811. 

Si&t  I  protest  against  the  notices  you  have  recently 
given  me,  to  take  deposilions  in  three  of  the  counties 
of  tii#  district,  for  the  following  reasons : 

1st.  There  exists  no  law  entitling  yon  to  give  them, 
ei^kpowering  a  magistrate  to  administer  the  oathe,  oi 
to  take  the  depositions  providing  an  authority  to  de- 
cide inddenti^l  questions  during  an  investigation,  or 
enabling  me  to  obtain  the  attendance  of  witnesses. 

2dly.  There  does  exist  a  law  requiring  my  attend- 
anee  in  Congress  on  the  4th  of  November  next,  as  the 
member  returned  for  the  district. 
'  Sdly.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  obey  the  existing 
law,  and  conform  also  to  the  mode  yvu  have  adopted, 
without  law,  for  scrutinizing  the  election.  It  termi- 
nated on  the  22d  of  April.  On  the  4th  of  May  you 
nptified  me,  according  to  the  liaw  of  Virginia  in  rela- 
tion to  State  elections,  of  yonr  inteQtion  to  dispute 
my  election,  and  furnished  me  with  lists  of  votes  you 
oljjected  to,  in  each  of  the  six  counties  composing  the 
district;  and  I  furnished  you  with  similar  counter-lists » 
according  to  the  same  law.  Recent^  you  have  given 
me ,  notice  of  an  intention  to  take  depositions  in  three 
of  ^ose  counties,  on  the  10th.  17th,  and  2Sd  of  this 
month;  reserving  an  equal  power  to  exhaust  the 
month  of  November  in  the  other  three,  in  the  same 
way,  before  I  can  be  apprised  of  the  nature  of  your 
exceptions,  or  the  evidence  necessary  to  meet  them. 
This  ingenious  management  for  puslung  the  scrutiny 
beyond,  or  far  into,  the  session  of  Congress,  makes  tt 
impossible  for  me  both  to  obey  the  law  requiring  my 
attendfi^e  during  this  period,  and  to  obey  your  future 
notices;  or  to  avail  myeelf  of  a  right  of  a  personal 
attendance,  without  violating  the  right  of  my  constit- 
uents- to  repzesentation ;  and,  however  imperative  the 
preference  between  these  evils  may  be,  in  a  case  of, 
necessity,  I  know  not  by  what  authority  you  can  im- 
pose it. 

4thly.  Nor  do  the  principles^of  reason  and,  equity. 
In  my  view,  militate  less  forcibly  than  those  of  law, 
gainst  the  mode  of  scrutiny  you  have  attempted  to 
prescribe.  The  notification,  according  to  the  State 
law,  was  also  a  notification  of  your  intention  to 
adopt  its  rules  throughout.  It  enacts  that  scrutinies 
shall  commence  within  two  months  of  the  election, 
and  terminate  thirty  days  before  the  ensuing  ses- 
sion of  Assembly.  Tour  proposed  commencement  is 
near  six  months  from  the  election,  and  the  termina- 
tion of  the  scrutiny,  if  I  ought  to  be  allowed  as  much 
time  as  you  have  exhausted  and  vili  exhaust,  would 
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y  go  beyond,  or  deep  into,,  the  seMion  of  Con- 
If,  by  your  first  notice,  you  can  avail  yourself 
letter  or  equity  of  the  State  law,  your  subse* 
lonconformity  to  either  was  a  notification  tome 
abandonment  of  the  scrutiny.  If  not,  even 
rst  notice  was  inrelatiTe  and  Toid.  But  if  its 
ind  justice  is  sustainable  upon  the  moral  au- 
of  the  law,  the  same  authority  is  equally  con- 
against  the  eqi^  and  justice  of  your  lyinfl^  by 
r  six  months,  and  then  attempting  to  compel 
imed  member  to  desert  his  constituents,  or  his 
I.  The  object  of  the  law  you  have  adopted, 
>lated,  was  to  prevent  a  mode  of  proceeding  in- 
to an  individual  or  to  the  people ;  to  the  indi- 
from  the  decisive  aidvantage  his  ahsence  would 
an  antagonist  in  the  investigation  of  a  mnlti- 
'  distinct  cases,  as  to  which  no  agent  could  or 
be  sufficiently  informed  to  do  him  justice ;  or  to 
»ple,  from  the  loss  of  repreeentation,  or  ftom  re- 
it  rather  from  a  scrutiny  unequally  conducted, 
om  their  own  sufiSrages. 

itever  might  have  been  a  proper  line  of  conduct 
had  you  continued  to  conform  to  the  principles 
State  law,  I  discover  no  obligation  ibr  conform- 
&  mode  of  scrutiny,  prescribed  only  by  yourself 
y  to  those  principles ;  because  it  appears  to  me 
warranted  as  little  by  justice  as  by  law,  to  coi^ 
1  with  no  principle  countenanced,  or  likely  to 
itenanced,  by  either,  and  to  be  at  least  as  liable 
ejected  on  my  part  before  I  had  adopted  it,  as  the 
aode  can  be  on  youra  alter  you  had  done  so.  I 
,  therefore,  in  justice  to  the  district,  or  to  my- 
rform  any  act  from  which  could  be  inferred  a 
sion  to  the  unauthorized  system  you  have  adopt- 
allow  any  validity  to  the  affidavits  you  may 
pursuance  thereof. 
,  sir,  respectfully,  yours,  dice. 

JOHN  P.  HUNGERFORD. 

OCTOBSB  18,  1811. 

!  extraordinary  paper,  so  full  of  truism  and 
D,  whether  it  be  considered  as  a  serious  protest, 
n  indirect  mode  of  popular  wheedling,  was  re- 
by  me  on  or  about  the  11th  instant,  (October.) 
inly  never  meant  to  act  under  either  of  the  laws 
d  to  in  the  paper;  the  State  law,  regulating  its 
roceedings  on  contested  elections,  hinl  no  appli- 
;  and  the  law  of  Congress,  on  a  like  subject, 
ng  ago,  expired.  l¥hat  might  possibly  be  the 
1  authority,^'  mentioned  in  the  paper,  Of  a  for- 
repeated,  or  of  an  expired  law,  in  the  case,  I 
undertake  to  say.  I  oonsiderad  that  the  House 
•resentatives,  both  from  the  nature  of  the  case, 
>m  the  positive  words  of  the  Constitution,  had 
nrer  to  judge  of  the  elections^  qualifications,  and 
« of  their  own  meinbers;  that  so  general  a  grant 
er  necessarily  implied  a  great  range  of  discretion 
ect  to  evidence ;  that,  him  the  commencement 
Grovemment  to  January,  1798,  and  from  April, 
to  the  present  day,  no  act  of  Congress  had  ex- 
egulating  contested  elections ;  that,  in  those  pe- 
f  time,  elections  had  been  contested  and  decided 
est  every  point  that  admits  of  contest  I  there- 
'ithottt  reference  to  any  past  law,  endeavored  to 
B  sufficient  testimony  on  the  general  principles 
are  adopted  in  courts  of  law  where  affidavits  i^re 
id  in  place  of  the  oral  testimony  of  witnesses 
t.  I  meant,  at  the  earliest  day,  to  submit  the 
»ny  I  had,  with  deference,  to  the  Committee  of 
»ns,  to  solicit  their  earliest  attention  to  its  suffi- 


ciency in  point  of  form,  and  their  inatructioia  m  to 
what  other  sort  of  testimony  they  might  reqiure,  tbt 
I  might,  in  the  speediest  way,  perfect  the  one  ud  f» 
cure  the  other. 

JOHN  TALIAFERRO. 

WASHiiraTosr,  'Ntmember  U,  1811. 

The  petitioner,  in  answer  to  the  objectioni  of  Ik 
Hungerford,  the  sitting  member,  to  the  admisMa  i 
evidence  of  the  notice  and  affidavits  produced  br 
petitioner  in  support  of  the  allegaticnia  in  his 
respectfully  represents  to  the  Committee  of  ~ 
that,  though  no  law  of  the  United  Sutes,  or  of 
State  of  Vizginia,  exists,  prescribing  the  mode  of  tilb 
ing  evidence  in  conteetcd  electiona  like  the  praolt 
yet  it  has  been  the  settled  practice  of  Gongrm,  all 
the  law  of  the  United  States  on  that  aubject  expffeii 
receive  the  evidence  of  either  party,  taken  oonfemm 
to  the  laws  andt  general  usage  of  the  State  to  viil 
they  belong,  requiring  always  that  reasonable  lOk 
be  given  to  the  adverse  party  of  time  and  plicc,di 
he  may  attend  And  cross-examine  the  vritnetses,  Mk 
thinks  proper.    The  petitioner,  therefore,  sabouU 
the  committee,  whether  the  notices  given  by  him, 
the  evidence  taken,  do  not  too|e  within  the 
practice  of  Congress,  so  as  to  render  them  sd: 
on  the  present  occasion.    With  regard  to  the  sbci| 
lion  of  the  sitting  member,  that  he  has  not  had  tiot! 
collect  and  prepare  the  evidence  in  support  of  bisi 
turn,  the  petitioner  begs  leave  to  slate  the  follow ' 
facto:  1st.  That  the  election  chMed  on  the  29tk 
of  April  last,  at  which  time  the  petitioner  deelutd 
the  sitting,  member  his  intention  to  eonteat  tbe 
tion ;  and  did,  in  the  presence  of  the  sitting  mei 
cause  the  affidavite  of  four  persons  to  be  taken 
transmitted  to  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Represc^ 
tives.  to  be  used  as  evidence  in  the  eontiovenj.  I 
That,  on  the  7th  day  of  May,  he  caused  to  be  deliTi 
to  the  sitting  member  a  notice  in  writODg,  statin; 
fully  the  intention  of  the  petitioner  to  contest  the 
tion ;    annexed  to  which  notice  was  a  list  of 
names  of  all  the  voters  on  the  polls  of  the  sittinf 
ber  objected  to  by  the  petitioner,  and  a  specifiatioft 
the  particular  ground  of  objection  to  each  voter 
Sdly.  That  die  petitioner  did,  on  the  37th  of  8e| 
ber,  give  the  sitting  member  notice  of  the  timei 
places  when  and  where  tiie  testimony  of  the  wit 
proposed  to  be  examined  by  the  petitioner  woaM 
taken ;  during  the  whole  of  which  time  the  eXi 
member  made  no  effi>rt  either  to  controvert  the  erf 
denoe  adduced  by  the  petitioner,  or  to  diow  thii.a( 
cording  to  the  constitution  or  laws  of  Viiginit,  tbtf 
voters  lo  whom  the  petitioner  had  objeeted  wen  « 
tied  to  the  right  of  suiErage ;  nor  has  he  allcfed  n 
gle  reason  why  he  eould  no^  have  availed  hioudf 
such  testimony,  if  it  existed,  at  the  opening  of 
present  session  of  Congress. 

If  there  is  a  point  which  the  sitting  member  ctf 
tabUsh  to  change  the  aspect  of  the  case,  or  if  it  b^ 
his  power  to  countervail  the  evidence  beiGBre  the 
mittee  so  as.  to  prodnoe  a  result  in  his  fiivor,  th« 
tioner  demands  an  exposition  of  ihat  point,  and  * 
ckMure  of  the  evidence  upon  which  the  aitting  b«b' 
wrill  rely  to  effect  that  object.  The  question  will  thj 
be  fairiy  presented  to  the  view  of  the  oommittee,  w 
they  can  determine  whether  the  evidence,  ^^'^^ 
sitting  member  supposes  to  be  material,  might  not  H 
been  obtained,  with  proper  exertion,  anterior  to^ 
meeting  of  Congress ;  whether  due  diligence  bai  H 
used  by  him  fsn  that  purpose,  and,  i^  not,  froD  *" 
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7w  the  negleet  hts  iriMn.;  and  6ii»ll]r,  whsUier  the 
xwf  which  thfi  ntting  member  imaginee  to  eziit 
oukj,  if  it  were  before  the  e^mmittee,  be  eufficient  to 
isiain  the  TBUility  of  hie  election.  The  petitioner 
p  leave  to  refer  the  committee  to  an  attentive  exam- 
ation  of  the  Constitttlion  and  laws  of  Virginia  estab- 
bing  the  right  of  eoffiage.  From  these  it  wilt  appear 
It  every  male  citizen  of  the  State,  (other  than  free 
groes  and  mulattoes,)  aged  twenty-one  years,  who  is 
«e«sed  of  a  freehold  estate  at  the  least,  oc  who  is 
UDt  for  life,  in  a  quantity  of  land,  if  improved,  equal 
twenty-five  acres,  or  fifty  acres  of  unimproved  land, 
of  8  lot  or  part  of  a  lot  in  any  town  establi«hed  by 
ff,  and  who  shall  have  been  so  possessed  six  months, 
iIhs  the  same  shall  be  derived  by  marriage  or  by  de- 
eot,  and  none  others,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  for  Rep- 
tentatives  to  the  General  Assembly.  It  is  abo  pro- 
M  by  a  law  of  the  State  that  one  or  more  eommis- 
mn  of  the  revenue  shall  be  annnatt^  appoittted  by 
•  cent  of  each  county ,  whose  especial  duty  it  shall 
i  to  legiBter,  in  alphabeUcal  order,  in  a  book  called  the 
nd-book  or  list,  the  name  of  each  and  every  land- 
ikier  in  his  county  ;  and  for  the  better  execution  of 
hid),  it  is  provided,  by  law,  that  each  person  shall  an- 
laily,  on  oath,  give .  a  true  and  exact  account  of  all 
nds  ind  other  property  of  Which  he  is  possessed,  to  be 
itered  on  the  book  or  the  list  of  the  said  commissioner. 
lus  land  list  is,  by  express  statute,  made  conclusive 
idence  for  and  against  sheriffii  in  the  collection  of  the 
&d  tax.  It  is,  by  law,  evidence  for  or  against  persons 
bo  omit  or  refuse  to  vote  at  elections  for  Representa- 
Wi  to  the  State  Legislative  or  to  Congress.  By  law, 
ii  the  test  by  which  to  try  the  competency  of  grand 
n»,  as  none  but  freeboMers  are  allowed  .to  be  grand 
rors.  It  has  been  the  immemorial  usage  of  the  JUeg- 
itore  of  Viiginia  to  resort  to  the  land  list  as  the  most 
tii&ctoiy  proof  in  contested  elec^ns,  and  their  de- 
Viju,  in  cases  similar  to  the  one  before  the  oomouttee, 
IK  uniformly  been  in  favor  of  the  candidate  having 
I  his  poll  a  majority  of  votes  supported  by  such  list. 
RKQ  this  view  of  the  laws  and  usages  of  Virginia,  the 
ounittee  will  readily  perceive  that  great  credit  is  due 
the  land  list,  as  a  list  of  the  qualification  of  voters ; 
kl  the  petitioner  foels  confident  that  it  will  be  re- 
ived by  the  committee  as  conclusive  evidence  in 
« case  under  consideration,  unless  other  testimony, 
[QaUy  respectable,  should  be  adduced  to  support  the 
ttennons  of  the  sitting  member.  Apply  this  hst  to  the 
Aof  each  party,  and  it  is  a  fair  mforence,  that,  out 
uiy  given  number  of  votes  divided  between  them, 
I  operation  would  ^jminwh  the  votes  of  each  in  equal 
n^poitions. 

'^  petitiooef  hombiy  ceaeeifies  thai  the  piopositiea 
r  the  sitting  member  for  Aurther  time  to  collect  his 
^^^«^Kt,  issnppofted  neither  hy  xeason  nor  precedent. 

If  wonld  seem  to  be  wmecanavy,  after  the  iolemn 
*aw)tt  of  the  House  ef  Repiesentativee  in  tiie  case 
I  Bajtics  and  Turner,  to  enter  into  any  genend  lea* 
^  upon  this  subject.  In  the  case  reforred  to,  an 
n^u^n  for  further  time  was  refused,  notwithstand- 
i|the  sitting  member  declared  it  would  be  in  his 
^^  to  produce,  on  a  subsequent  day,  material  evi- 
"^1  of  which  he  had  not  previously  known.  But, 
^tboQt  the  aid  of  this  adjudication,  such  an  indulgence 
■  Quiifestly  inconsistent  with  the  plainest  dictates  of 
^,  and  the  most  fimiiliar  maxims  in  every  judicial 
HbQnal.  If,  indeed,  the  sitting  member  can  show  to 
he  committee  that  the  evidence  he  is  in  search  of  was 
UH  in  his  possssaion  or  power  at  any  foraier  peried, 
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that  it  b  material  to  the  support  of  his  claim  to  a  seal 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Btatee, 
and  that  he  has  made  use  of  every  reasonable  dirigcnce 
to  obtain  the  same  in  due  time  without  effect,  the  pe- 
titioner would  not  contest  the  propriety  and  fairness  of 
suspending,  for  a  limited  time,  a  final  determination  o( 
the  preeent  controversy.  But,  on  the  contrary,  it  is 
manifest  to  the  comnuitee,  th^  all  the  means  in  the 
power  of  the  petitioner  to  proeecnto  the  inquiry,  on  hie 
pait,  were  equally  open  to  the  sitting  member  to  pre- 
pare for  his  defence ;  that,  immediatdly  after  receiving 
the  notification,  as  early  as  the  7th  of  May  last,  that 
his  election  would  be  contested,  it  was  the  incumbent 
duty  of  the  sitting  member,  without  waiting  for  frur- 
ther  steps  to  he  token  by  the  petitioner,  to  have  met 
the  objections  made  by  the  petitioner  to  the  voters  spe« 
dfically  named,  and  to  show  the  basis  on  which  their 
right  to  vote  vested.  Such  a  course  was  due  to  him- 
self, if  he  t>e!ieved  the  evidence  for  that  purpose  was 
in  existence;  it  was  due  also  to  the  respect  wbidi 
ought,  on  all  occastont ,  to  be  evinced  for  the  honorable 
hody  of  which  he  wae  retmmed  a  member,  and  before 
whom  hia  ease  was  to  be  heard.  Regardless  of  theae 
consideratiohs,  and  of  the  right  of  the  petitioner  to  de- 
mandv  in  behslf  «f  the  electors  of  lus  dmtriet,  a  speedy 
decision  of  a  ease  involviag  their  dearest  interests,  the 
•ittiBg  member  has  sufleied  six  months  to  elapse  with- 
out eveu  an  attempt  to  obtain  that  evidence  which  he 
now  pretends  to  be  so  essential  in  his  defence.  He 
has  appeared  before  the  committee,  not  for  the  purpose 
of  making  his  defence,  but  .to  be  relieved  from  that 
unpleasant  task ;  the  committee  are  gravely  asked  to 
reward  his  negligence  by  granting  a  delay,  which,  in 
all  human  probability,  will  amount  to  a  virtual  confir- 
mation of  hb  seat.  The  sacred  right  of  represenUtion 
in  the  Legislature,  at  this  critical  and  important  coo- 
juncture  of  our  national  concerns,  ought  not  to  be  ar- 
rested firom  a  portion  of  the  American  people,  upon 
pretexto  which  are  not  supported  by  facte  or  cireum* 
stonces,  and  which,  if  true  in  their  fullest  extent,  would 
foil  ef  producing  any  material  change  in  the  result  of 
the  present  investigation.  To  demonstrate  the  acouruF 
ey  of  this  pioposition,the  petitioner  begs  leave  to  refor 
the  committee  to  the  extraoidinaiy  augmentation  of 
votes  in  thacottBty  of  Westmoreland,  by  which  it  will 
appear  that  one  hundred  and  sixty-two  votes,  not  en* 
rolled  on  the  land  list,  were  given  to  Uie  sitting  mem* 
her  in  that  county,  being  more  by  twenty-eight  than 
are  excluded  from  the  entire  poll  of  the  petitioner,  by 
the  application  of  the  land  list  as  a  test  to  his  poll  taken 
for  the  six  counties  composing  the  district ;  in  addition 
to  which,  the  sitting  memher  received  a  very  large  pro- 
portion of  bad  votes  in  Uie  other  counties. 

From,  these  premises,  which  are  supported  by  the 
strongest  proofii  in  the  possession  of  the  committee,  the 
conclusion  is  irresistible,  that,  admitting  the  sitting 
member  to  sustain  every  objection  vrhidi  he  has  made 
to  the  poll  of  the  petitioner,  he  would  fall  very  far  short 
of  raising  his  number  to  a  legitimate  majority  of  the 
dirtrict  The  peti^ner,  ther^re,  with  due  deference 
to  the  opimon  of  the  committee,  can  perceive  no  possi- 
ble' benefit  to  be  derived  from  an  enlargement  of  the 
time  for  taking  testimony. 

Such  a  course  might,  and  most  probably  would,  ena* 
ble  the  petitioner  to  increase  the  majority  df  constitu- 
tional suffingea  to  which  he  is  entitled,  but  it  could  not 
most  assuredly  lessen  them  into  a  minority.  Deeply 
impressed  by  the  foregoing  considerations,  and  with 
the  important  righto  of  his  fellow-citizene  invoWed  in 
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th«  iaroe  of  the  queition  beibre  the  oommiltee,  the  pe^ 
ttUoner  prays  that  hncaM  may  be  oonaidered  and  de- 
lermtnea  without  farther  delay. 

JOHN  TALIAPERRO. 

Mr.  Emott  addressed  the  Chair  m  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker :  Before  the  question  is  taken  on 
the  resolution  now  before  the  House,  I  shall  take 
the  liberty  of  subtniiting  a  few  remarks  in  exphi- 
nation  of  the  vote  which  I  am  about  to  give.  I 
am  aware  that,  from  the  time  which  has  already 
been  consumed  in  this  discussion,  the  patience  of 
the  House  is  nearly  exhausted,  and  it  is  therefore 
with  great  and  unfeigned  reluctance,  that  I  rise 
to  take  part  in  the  debate.  The  only  considera- 
tions indeed  which  induce  me  to  trouble  you  at 
this  time,  are,  that  I  am  a  member  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Elections  which  reported  the  resolution, 
and  that  the  grounds  on  wjiich  I  aereed  to  the 
resolution  in  the  committee,  and  which  still  re- 
tain their  influence  on  my  mind,  hare  not  been 
distinctly  stated,  and  I  fear  are  not  perfectly  un- 
derstood. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  enter  into  the  merits 
of  the  election,  or  to  exhibit  a  scale  of  probabil- 
ities by  which  the  House  shall  be  enabled  or 
called  upon  to  judge  of  the  possible  result  of  this 
controversy.  These  topics  appear  to  me  to  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  question  of  postponement ; 
and  if  we  allow  a  hasty  and  half,  digested  opin- 
ion with  respect  to  the  possible  or  the  probable 
end  of  the  dispute  formed  from  documents  not 
perfectly  understood,  or  bottomed  on  the  opinions 
of  persons  in  whom  we  confide,  to  guide  us,  it  is 
.  very  much  to  be  feared  that  we  shall  be  misled. 
What,  sir!  shall  we, when  a  party  requests  time  in 
a  case  like  that  now  before  us,  in  order  to  procure 
testimony—wl^en  he  tells  us  that  by  such  testi- 
mony he  not  onl^  intends  but  expects  to  support 
his  return  and  his  right  to  a  seat  in  this  House — 
ahall  we  turn  round  and  tell  him  that  we  under- 
stand his  case  better  than  he  does  himself;  and  that 
as  we  are  satisfied,  he  cannot  make  out  his  right, 
that  we  will  not  therefore  give  him  time?  Is  it 
true  that  we,  who  now  for  the  first  time  have  a 
▼iew  of  the  controversy,  can  be  as  competent 
to  judge  of  it  as  one  who  was  an  actor  in  the 
scenes  which  led  to  it,  and  who  has  a  precise  and 
distinct  recollection  of  everythiof^  that  parsed? 
Or,  will  we  suffer  ourselves  to  believe  that  the  re- 
quest is  made  by  the  party,  notwithstanding  a  con- 
viction on  his  part  that  he  must  eventually  and 
certain!  V  be  deleated  ?  Why,  sir,  it  should  be  re- 
collected that  the  taking  or  testimony  must  be 
attended  with  much  trouble  and  expense,  and  it 
is  idle  to  believe  that  a  man  will  incur  either 
without  an  object,  and  that  this  object  is  never 
defeat  and  disgrace. 

The  questions,  Mr.  Speaker,  which  on  this  ap- 
plication present  themselves  to  my  mind,are,  whe* 
ther  there  are  any  grounds  to  believe  that  if  time 
is  granted  to  the  sitting  member,  he  will  be  able 
to  support  his  ele<;tion,  and  whether  he  has  been 
guilty  of  such  neglect  as  justly  to  deprive  him  of 
the  riffht  to  be  farther  heard*  On  these  questions 
I  shall  proceed  to  offer  a  few  desultory  remarks. 


pledging  myself  at  the  same  time  to  beisb[ii 
as  possibly. 

As  to  the  first,  it  appears  to  me  that  the 
itself  furnishes  a  strong  ground  to  presume  \\ 
the  return  may  be  supported.    When  an  electi 
is  contested  here,  the  controversy  partakes  of 
nature,  if  it  does  not  absolutely  assume  tbefo 
of  an  appeal  against  the  return  ;  and  as  we 
go  behind  the  return,  it  is  quite  obvious  thai  id 
ciding*on  the  main  question  whether  ve 
reverse  or  affirm  the  judgment  of  the  reioril 
officers,  the  return  ought  not  to  be  receiredjj 
evidence.    But  this  does  not  hold  with  res{ 
collateral  questions.    And  on  this  occasion.  1 1 
it  is  fairly  to  be  presumed,  that  the  persoa  w( 
vote  was  taken,  nad  a  right  to  vote,  so  far  ~ 
to  entitle  the  party  who  claims  the  benefit 
to  time,  to  make  out  the  ftct. 

Let  me  remark,  sir,  that  the  election  is  non 
public,  but  held  in  the  place  where  the  elecni 
Known.    It  is  not  extremely  probable,  thou 
is  certainly  sometimes  the  case,  that  a  person 
kiM>ws  himself  not  to  be  qualified  will 
himself  at  the  hustings.    Surrounded,  as  he 
be,  and  as  he  knows  himself  to  be,  by  his  Df 
bors  and  acquaintances,  who  have  a  knowl 
of  his  state  and  condition  in  life — ^liable  as  hej 
be  challenged  and  abused  for  attempting  to 
cise  a  right  which  does  not  belong  to  him. 
which  in  the  exercise  gives  to  him  no  pei 
benefit  or  advantage,  and  in  most  eases  subj 
him  to  considerable  inconvenience,  it  is  noi 
presumed,  when  he  has  voted,  that  he  was  nc 
gaily  qualified  to  vote.    The  presomption 
he  had  the  right,  is  fortified  by  the  consider 
that  the  presiding  officer,  the  sherifT,  (I  $| 
relation  to  this  case,  and  of  the  elections  of 
ginia,)  not  onlv  has  a  right  to  judge,  but,  by 
and  by  oath,  is  Douod  to  judee  ol  the  qaaliiScad 
of  the  electors,  and  not  to  admit  illegal  votes, 
doing  this,  he  is  not  only  guided  by  what 
Uiken  place  at  former  elections,  and  his  kn< 
edge  of  the  country,  which  is  necessarily  e: 
sive,  but  by  the  land-list  of  the  county,  w'hicl 
is  bound  to  have  before  him»    Is  not  then  the 
elusion  strong,  that  the  person  who  offers  hii 
to  vote,  and  whose  vote  is  accepted  by  the  sh< 
has  the  right  to  vote  ? 

Again,  sii^-and  let  it  still  be  recollected  that 
am  speaking  of  Virginia  eleotiona— -the  votes  ai 
given  in  the  presence  of  the  candidates,  thci 
friends  and  partisans.  There  ia  bo  want  t 
knowledge  or  inforaatioB  then  n»  to  the  peiaofl 
who  offer  to  vote ;  and  if  there  exials  any  dool 
as  to  the  right,  the  candidate  or  his  acent  has  b 
law  the  privilege  of  challenging,  and  tbeelectt 
has  then  to  swear  to  his  qualification.  Now,  i 
an  election  so  warmly  contested  as  was  this — i 
which  the  feelings  of  the  electors  and  oandidati 
appear  to  have  been  so  much  engaged,  when 
was  known,  too,  that  the  majority  on  either  sic 
could  not  be  large — is  it  to  be  presumed  that  man 
bad  votes  were  taken  ?  or,  is  not  the  presumptia 
a  fair  and  natural  one,  that  the  persons  recognise 
by  the  sheriff  as  qualified  voters,  afid  not  objecce 
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)  by  the  parties  or  the  coanty,  were  legally  en- 
ded to  vote  'i 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  there  is  another  ground  for 
ilieriog  that  the  election  may  be  supported, 
bieb,  as  to  this  application,  appears  to  me  ahso- 
tely  coBclusiTe.  An  honorable  gentleman  from 
ir^inia,  (Mr.GaoLsoit,)  who  is  not  only  against 
Ting  time,  but  has  offered  a  resolution  for  vaea- 
i;  the  seat  of  the  sitting  member  without  fur- 
ler  ioformation  or  inquiry,  has  mentioned  the 
ise  of  a  contested  election  from  Massac  hose  tts, 
Hween  Baylies  and  Turner,  in  which  the  sit- 
Dg  member  also  asked  time;  and  has  remarked, 
At  he  put  the  question  distinctly,  whether  the 
«mber  believed  in  case  time  was  given  him,  he 
ould  be  able  to  aupfiort  the  retnrn,  meaning  to 
!  gorerned  by  the  answer  he  should  receire ; 
id  that,  as  the  sittioff  member  wonld  not  say  that 
leh  was  bis  belief,  he  voted  against  a  postppne- 
eot.  It  is  not  my  wish  to  remark  at  this  time 
1  that  ease,  as  my  opinion  respecting  it  is  soffit 
ently  koown  by  the  part  I  took  in  the  debate; 
]( I  will  ask  if  the  gentleman  would  thus  have 
ieo  satisfied  in  that  case,  what  ought  to  be  the 
rarse adopted  now? 

The  sitting  member,  when  before  the  Commit- 
eof  Elections,  declared,  and  the  members  of  the 
immittee  certainly  gave  credit  to  the  declara- 
oaas  far  as  respects  the  belief  of  the  member, 
lat  he  did  not  doubt  but  that  he  would  be  able, 
time  was  granted  htm,  to  support  his  election ; 
td  the  committee  have  accordingly,  in  their  re- 
irt,  stated  that  the  sittinff  member'  requested 
me,  under  the  conviction  that  he  would  be  able 
I  substantiate  his  poll  and  his  challenges.  Nor 
id  1  understand  the  petitioner,  in  opposing 
te  application  for  time,  as  at  all  disputing  the 
elief  of  the  sitting  member  or  requiring  farther 
ridence  of  it.  In  addition  to  this,  you  nave  this 
»y  heard  the  sitting  member  in  his  place  declare. 
I  answer  to  a  question  put  by  an  honorable  gea- 
einan  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  McKse,}  that  he  is 
onrioced  he  can  support  his  return  if  you  allow 
im  time  for  such  purpose^  Now,  sir,  1  wiU  ask 
OQ  if  the  simple  declaration  of  a  belief  would 
>Te  been  satisfactory,  how  much  more  is  the 
^laration  of  a  settled  conviction  arising  from  a 
ill  and  intimate  knowledge  of  the  whole  eontro- 
'^'  And  the  Hous^  will  permit  me  to  ask 
rhat  other  evidence  is  wanted  or  ought  to  be  re- 
hired, en  a  question  of  postponement,  that  there 
re  groands  to  believe  the  elect  ion  may  be  sup- 
orted.  *^ 

I  am  sensible,  sir,  it  is  contended  that  the  com- 
erison  which  has  been  made  of  the  polls  with 
^^  land  lists,  destroys  thb  presumption.  It  is 
=«rtainly  advisable  for  a  stranger  to  the  State  and 
iws  of  Virginia  to  'approach  these  land  lists 
amiously,  when  he  finds  such  a  diversity  of  sen- 
ftQent  as  to  their  influence  and  operation  on  elec- 
|OQs,as  in  this  debate  we  have  witnessed  in  gen- 
i«meQ  of  high  standing  from  that  State.  A  few 
«niarks  respecting  them  becomes  however  ne- 

I'he  land  lists,  as  I  understand  them>  are  state- 
neou  made  by  Commissioners  ia  each  coufity  of 


the  lands  in  their  respective  districts,  liable  to  be 
rated  with  an  account  of  the  owners  of  the  free- 
hold as  far  forth  as  the  Commissioners  can  as- 
certain ihera.  and  are  corrected  annually  from  an 
examination  oy  the  Commbsioners  of  the  tranfers 
recorded  in  the  office  of  the  county  clerk ;  the 
corrections  take  pl^ce  in  the  Spring,  and  the  list 
with  its  corrections  is  called  the  list  of  the  year 
wherein  the  corrections  were  completed.  These 
lists  are  made  up  for  the  purposes  of  taxation,  and 
indeed  are  nothing  more  than  assessment  rolls ; 
they  ascertain  the  land  rated  and  the  tax  to  be 
paid,  but  to  the  proprietor,  they  give  only  the  con- 
jecture or  opinion  of  the  officer.  A  land  list  is 
not  a  record  of  the  title,  and  it  is  accordingly  un- 
derstood, and  so  is  the  admission  of  the  parties 
here,  that  it  may  be  contradicted. 

Let  me  now  remind  gentlemen  that  the  land 
lists  by  which  the  comparison  in  this  case  was 
made  were  those  of  1810,  and  which,  therefore, 
in  point  of  ti^ixie,  precedes  the  election  by  about  a 
year ;  and  they  will  permit  me  to  ask  whether  it 
isr  possible  that  any  evidence  arising  from  such 
.lists  can  destroy  the  presumption  that  the  return 
m&y  be  supported  if  time  is  given.  All  the  ar- 
rangements and  dispositions  within  the  year  are 
neeesaarily  excluded,  and  the  persons  who  ia  such 
year  by  purchase,. by  marriage,  by  devise,  and  by 
descent,  oecame  freeholders  and  electors^are  not 
to  be  found  oii  the  land  lists.  In  a  country  like 
ours,  where  property  finds  new  owners  so  fre- 
quently^ it  is  easy  to  conceive  that  many  persons 
not  entitled  to  vote  in  1811,  may  be  found  on  the 
IfLnd  list  of  1810,  and  on  the  contrary,  that  many, 
very  «i8by  persons  not  on  such  lists  ^ere  entitled 
to  vpte.  Nor  is  it  true,  that  the  Commissioners 
by  searching  the  offices  can  with  any  great  degree 
of  certainty  ascertain  tbe  freehold  owners.  I 
understood  it  not  to  be  the  practice  to  record 
leases  for  Uves,  Which  yet  give  the  freehold  qual- 
ification and  are  numerous  in  this  very  district. 
In  purchases  of  the  whole  interest  the  only  thing 
which  creates  a  necessity  of  recording  a  convey- 
ance, is  to  guard  against  future  sales ;  as  between 
the  parties  the  deed  is  and  always  remains  valid 
without  being  recorded,  and  in  cases  where  the 
grantee  hi|s  confidence  iii  the  grantor  it  frequently 
happens  that  the  conveyance  is  never  put  on  re^ 
cord.  Whatever  eflfect  therefore  the  land  lists 
m^f  have  on  the  final  decision  of  this  controversy, 
they  ought  not  to  be  regarded  in  the  determina- 
tion of  this  collateral  question. 

But.  jsir,  there  is  an  additional  consideration 
why  tpe  comparison  should  Jiot  in  this  case  be 
allowed  to  have  the  decisive  influence  which 
some  gentlemen  are  desirous  t<)  give  it.  It  ap- 
pears that  the  petitioner  in  making  his  challenges 
in  the  counties  which  gave  a  considerable  vote 
for  the  sitting  member,  objected  to  every  person 
who  did  not  appear  on  the  land  list,  and  that  the 
sitting  member^id  not  pursue  this  course  ;  had 
the  latter  challenged  at  large  and  according  to 
tlie  land  list,  it  is  certain  that  diflference  could  not 
have  been  by  any  means  as  great  as  it  now  ap- 
pears. When  gentlemen  know  this,  and  when 
they  are  informed  that  the  committee  in  their 
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examination  of  tbe  land  lists  did  not  go  befond 
the  cballenge8,wintbey  yet  nay  that  theeorapar* 
ison  reported  is  suflkent  to  destroy  erery  presomp* 
tk>n  in  favor  of  the  return,  and  any  expectation 
that  it  can  be  supported  ? 

As  to  the  question  whether  the  sitting  member 
has  been  guilty  of  such  neglijgenceas  cvught  in 
justice  to  deprive  him  of  the  right  of  defence,  I 
shall  make  but  few  remarks— I  say  the  right  of 
defence,  because  it  is  obvious  that  if  time  is  not 
granted  to  procure  testimony,  the  member  is 
bound  hand  and  foot  and  must  be  thrown  out  of 
bis  place — and  here  I  may  observe,  that  gentle- 
men go  entirely  out  of  the  case  when  they  reason 
on  a  delay  which  is  to  last  until  the  end  of  the 
wesent  session  of  this  Congress.  The  committee 
has  reported  a  reasonable  time,  and  the  time  deemed 
reasonable  by  them  and  by  the  persons  claiming 
it,  is  six  weeks.  It  must  also  be  recollected  that 
this  business  was  brought  before  tbe  committee 
at  an  early  day  in  the  session,  and  that  the  time 
which  has  been  taken  up  in  the  examination  and 
bringing  tbe  case  before  the  House,  is  to  be  laid 
•wholly  at  the  door  of  the  petitioner.  In  saying 
this,  I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  casting 
an^  imputation  on  the  petitioner,  he  certainly  had 
a  rifi^t  to  present  the  case  to  the  committee  and 
to  the  House  in  his  own  way,  but  it  ought  to  be 
known  that  the  time  already  consumed  is  not  to  be 
carried  to  the  account  of  the  sitting  member:  he 
at  an  early  period  asked  for  time,  and  if  it  had 
not  teeo  objected  to  by  the  petitioner,  the  exam- 
inations would  now  have  nearly  been  ended. 

A  strong  case  ooffht  surely-  to  be  made  out  be- 
fore we  bring  ourfelves  to  aecide  that  tbe  door 
shall  be  closed  against  the  admission  of  material 
evidence  which  may  be  produced  in  so  short  a 
time.  The  controversy,  sir.  Is  not  about  a  few 
cents  in  liligation  before  a  country  Justice,  but 
relates  to  the  elective  franchise  and  is  conducted 
before  the  paost  august  body  in  the  iiation.  1 
mention  this  because  gentlemen  have  reasoned  as 
if  we  were  trying  an  action  in  a  court  of  law  and 
were  to  be  regulated  by  tbe  ruks  of  default :  these 
analogies  are  worse  than  wrong— their  tendencv 
is  to  mislead.  If  any  right  has  value  in  this 
country,  and  ought  to  be  held  dear  by  tbe  people, 
it  is  the  rieht  of  suffrage:  it  is  on  the  due  exercise 
of  this  right,  that,,  under  Providence,  our  Govern- 
ment depends.  When  this  right  is  held  in  lieht 
estimation  by  the  governors  or  governed  our  lib- 
erties are  in  danger.  When  therefore  this  House 
is  passing  upon  a  casein  which  the  elective  fian- 
ehise  is  brought  in  question,  it  should  proceed 
with  great  caution  and  less  zeal  for  a  speedy  de- 
cision than  a  juat  one. 

The  consequences  which  may  flow  in  thucase 
•from  a  determination  not  to  grant  time,  ought  to 
lead  us  to  hesitate.  If  we  proceed  to  judge  from 
the  comparison  which  has  been  made  of  the  rolls 
with  the  land  lists,  and  to  set«side  the  return 
without  giving  the  sitting  member  a  chance  to 
produce  his  evidence,  we  may,  and  probably  will 
do  wronff ;  whereas,  if  we  give  him  time  and  do 
not  decide  until  the  case  is  matured  and  the  par- 
ties have  ao  opportunity  to  collect  their  proolj  we 


shall  have  tbe  merits  fully  before  us  and  '9^ 
able  to  do  complete  justice.    We  ought  toref 
also,  that  the  candidates  are  not  tbe  onlf  per 
interested  in  this  controversy ;  the  electors 
district  are  also  parties,  and  it  is  due  to  them  I 
no  testimony  should  be  shut  o«t.    A  deci 
after  a  fair  hearing  on  full  lestimauy  oug^ 
satisfy  them,  and  i  dare  say  will  $  but,  sir, 
will  be  the  feelings  of  the  electors  who  sop{ 
th.e  sitting  memMr  and  of  his  friends,  wbej 
returns  shorn  of  hit  iKUiors,  and  tells  tfaeoj 
you  have  oast  him  from,  you  because  some  of  I 
could  not.be  foimd  on  the  land  lut,  notwiik 
ing  he  oiered  to  prove,  if  a  few  weeks  wc 
lowed  him  for  the  purpose,  that  they  were 
voters ;  that  in  your  great  anxiety  to  have 
trict  rightJiiUy  represented^  you  would  not 
to  his  entreaties  to  grant  him  a  short  time  ti 
cure  his  testimony,  under  the  most  solemn  pii 
that  delay  was  not  his  object,  mnd  that  if  hi 
been  guilty  of  negligence,  it  was- owing  to 
of  information  7    We  must  not  believe  thi 
electors  will  be  satisfied,  or  that  they  will 
of  our  proceedings  btit  with  diagust.     Rely 
it,  sir,  the  warmth  of  feeling  which   cai 
great  a  poll  in  this  district  has  not  yet  sui 
and  the  cool  reasoning  and  nice  distinctions* 
have  been  used  in  tbts  discussion  will  not  s 
the  freeholder,  who  is  in  the  full  and  quiet 
pation  of  his  plantation,  that  he  has  no  rijtl 
vote;  because  he  is  not  on  the  land  list, 
it  was  just  to  take  away  his  right  of  sol 
without  allowing  him  an  opportunity  to  proi 
his  title  to  you. 

Now,  sir,  on  what  is  this  cha^rge  of  gross 
llgence  founded,  which  is  to  put  an  end  t 
further  inquiry  1  We  find,  by  looking  at  tbe{ 
per,  that  on  the  7th  of  May,  a  few  day^  after 
election,  the  petitioner  gave  notice  to  the  siti 
member  that  he  tntended  to  contest  tbe  reti 
and  served  him  with  a  list  of  the  voters  to  whoi 
he  objected ;  not  because  they  were  not  oo  ti 
land  hats,  but  because  they  were  not  freeholdei 
or  were  minors  or  black  men.  A  few.  days  afti 
thesitting  member  furnished  thrpetitioner  wii 
his  list  of  objectionable  voters.  Tbe  petirion 
after  this  remained  inactive  until  the  37th  of  Se 
tember,  when  he  nve  notice  of  his  intention  i 
take  testimony  to  October.  It  was  not  pretendi 
that  if  the  sittiBg  member  was  jimcified  in  lyin^st 
until  he  received  the  Aotice  in  September,  ch 
he  has  then  had  sufficient  time:  but  it  is  aUegi 
that  he  was  bound  to  proceed  on  the  notiee 
May,  without  any  Rmker  evidence  of  th>  inie 
tiott  of  the  petitioner. 

Whatever  might  have  been  ihe  effect  of  O 
notice  in  May,  in  ease  the  petitioner  had  in 
placed  his  ease  in  whole  or  in  part  on  the  iai 
lists,  I  think  that  in  justice  and  sound  sense,  %} 
notice  authorixed  by  no  law,  and  in  its  very  tero 
looking  to  the  testimony  to  be  taken,  ought  not 
be  regarded  as  such  a  step  as  to  put  the  sittii 
memMr  to  collecting  his  proof  at  all  hazards  ai 
without  delay.    The  member  bad  the  record 
the  canvass  aud  the  return,  and  until  he  found  th; 
the  petitioner  was  about  to  invalidate  Ihem   I 
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oof,  It  sofeU  eooid  not  be  awwiarr  for  hm  to 

pport  them  D]r  jMroof.  We  too  well  uaderstaad 
e  feeliogs  of  an  ottsoeeestful  eaodidate  at  the 
rmiimdon  of  a  warmlf  contested  eleetioo,  to 
ice  the  utmost  reliaaee  oa  a  deelanHion  that 
will  proceed  to  a  seratttiy,  whea  that  KrultiiT 
to  carry  him  from  home,  and  to  create  mtien 
lableaDd  expense.  Aod  will  we  yet  say  thatwhett 
ch  a  declaration  is  made,  the  returned  member 
aibis  peril  to  collect  his  proof  whatever  trouble 
eipense  he  may  ioour  bv  it  ?  I  beg  gentlemen 
reflect  on  the  effect  of  establishing  this  as  a 
inciple  in  the  case  of  contested  elections.  Is  it 
( ob?ioas  thnt  it  may  be  made  a  weapon  of 
pression  in  the  hands  of  every  heated  and  dis* 
poioted  candidate  ?  He  has  only  at  the  close 
the  election  to  give  a  notice,  that  coats  him 
(hiog,  and  although  at  the  Tcry  time  he  does 
I  intend  to  proceed  to  a  scmlinyj  yet  hit  sue- 
Bfol  opponent,  who  cannot  dire  into  his  mind, 
Bst  labor  from  that  time  forth  to  establish  bis 
(ction.  If  he  foUs  lo  do  so,  and  the  losing 
ndidttc  ean^^noa^  tiie  coe^nteneameBt  of  a  aes- 
M.  procure  s6me  proof  which  casts  a  cloud 
vrthe  election,  at  raises,  a  presomplioa  against 
e  return,  the  whoto  state  of  things  is  varied. 
Ml  is  truly  a  discovery  in  elections^  and  may 
letUed  a  plan  fos  anuilority  to  be  made  aoia- 
riiy,  or  bow  a  man  that  is  not  elected  by  his 
Mnet  may  be  choaen  for  it  by  this  Houae. 
I  shall  pres9  but  one  more  consideratiott  on  the 
JNue.  The  sittittg  member  deckrea  that  he  did 
It  know  of  any  mode  in  which  he  could  take 
ttimony,  and  did  not  believe  that  it  eoald  be 
ken  UDiil  some  order  was  made  here;  that  in 
elaws  of  Virginia  he  could  find  nothing  which 
iplied  to  his  case,  and  that  be  found  our  statute 
ipeeting  contested  elections  had  long^ince  ex* 
red>  Is  theie  any  reason  to  disbelieve  him  1 
et  every  newiv  returned  member  aak  himself 
eqnestioo,  whether  his  impressions  until  he 
tme  here  were  not  the  same;  and  is  there  not 
«B  some  cause  to  believe;  after  all,  that  the  con* 
ctore  was  right  1  True  it  is,  sir,  that  we  have 
I  one  or  two  occasions  received  testtiQony  under 
kind  of  common  law,  which  it  seems  we  have 
I  this  subject,  and  this  may  have  been  made 
»wa  to  the  iietitioner  as  he  has  heretofore  had 
Kat  in  this  Honse;  but  it  is  not  to  bp  presumed 
At  the  sitting  member,  a  mere  farmer  and  eoun- 
y  gentleman,  who  now  for  theirst  time  appears 
!re,  and  who  never  before,  in  all  probability,  at- 
Qded  10  the  manner  in  which  contested  elections 
« conducted  by  us,  should  be  conversant  with 
ir  common  law  of  elections,  if  indeed  we  have 
leblaw.  And  this  I  think,  is  of  itself  sufficient 
'  <io  away  all  idea  of  culpable  negligence. 
Iq  every  view  of  the  subject  which  I  have  been 
^e  to  take,  I  think  the  situng  member  is  entitled 
<  farther  time  to  procure  testimony,  and  I  shall 
:cordiogly  so  vote. 

I'he  qaestiott  on  eoneurrtn^  with  the  Commit- 
^  of  Elections,  in  their  said  report,  was  then 
stenained  in  the  negative^yeaa  46,  nays  6S,  as 
lilows: 

Yus*-Eaekid  iaeon»  iohn  Bakar,  William  W. 


Bibb,  Abyah  Bigelow,  Elijah  Brigham,  MarUn  Chit, 
tenden,  John  Clopton,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  William 
Ely,  James  Emott,  William  Findley,  Asa  Fitch,  Chariee 
Goldahoioogh,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  Aylett  Hawes^ 
Richard  Jackson,  janior,  Philip  B.  Key,  Lyman  Law, 
Robert  La  Roy  Livingston,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Archt* 
bald  McBryde,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Aru» 
nah  Metcalf,  John  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moselcy,  Th<^ 
mas  Newbc4d,  Israel  Pickens,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior, 
James  Pleasants,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy, 
John  Randolph,  William  Reed,  Henry  M.  Ridgehr, 
John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B. 
Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmaidge,  Laban 
Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  David  R.  Williams,  and 
Thomas  Wilson. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  jun^  William  Anderson,  Ste- 
venson Archer,  Daniel  Aveiy ,  David  Bard,  Joaiah  Bart> 
lett,  Barwell  Bassett,  William  Blackledge,  Thomas 
Btount,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Bnr* 
well»  Wm»  Butter,  JiAm  C.  Calhonn,  Laagdon  Cheves, 
Lewis  Cottdit,  William  Cvawibnl,  Roger  Davis,  John 
Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  EKas  Earle,  James  Fisk,  Me- 
shadi  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peteison  Ooodwyn, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  Feliz  Grundy,  John  A.  Harper,  Jacob 
Hoftji  John  M.  Hyoeman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Jo- 
seph Kentf  Wm.  R.  King,  Abner  Lacook*  Peter  Little, 
William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  George  0.  MaxwelW 
Thomas  Moore,  Alexander  McKim,  Samnel  L.  Mitch- 
ill,  James  Morgan,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Tho- 
maa  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  William  Piper,  Benja- 
min Pond,  SamuM  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane, 
Jonathan  RobeitSj  Ebeneaer  Sage,  Ebeneser  Seaver, 
Samnel  Shaw,  George  Smith,  Richard  Stanford  Sitae 
Stow,  William  Strong,  Charles  Turner  jr^  Pierre  Van 
Cortlandt,  junior,  Robert  Whitehill,  WUliam  Widgery, 
Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright. 

So  the  Houae  refused  to  concur  with  the  Com* 
nuttee  of  Biections. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Rahoolph,  to  re*- 
commit  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections, 
with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers^ 

The  question  on  this  motion  was  determined  in 
the  negative — ftns  50,  nays  66.  as  follows : 

Ybas— Esekiel  Bacon,  John  Baker,  William  W.' 
Bibb,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  Jamea 
Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Epaphrodi^s  Cham- 
pion, Martin  Chittenden,  John  Clopton,  John  Daven- 
port, jr.,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  William  Findley, 
Asa  Fitch,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed 
Halt,  Aylett  Hawes,  Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Philip  B. 
Key,  Lyman  Law,  Riobert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Nathan- 
iel Macon,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Arunah 
Metcalll  Jonathan  0.  Moseley,  Thomas  Newbold,  Jo- 
seph Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  James 
Pleasants,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Jonah  Qnincy,  John 
Randolph,  William  Reed,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  John 
Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stnart, 
Lewis  B.  Sturges,  George  Sullivan,  Samuel  Taggart, 
Benj'n  Tallmadge,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  WUle« 
David  R.  WiUiams,  and  Thosnaa  Wilson. 

NAva— WUlis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Andenmn,  Ste- 
venoon  Archer,  Daniel  Avery,  David  Bard,  Josiah  Bart* 
lettr  BnrweU  Bassett,  WiUiam  Blackledge,  Thomas 
Bk>not,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown*  William  A.  Bn»^ 
well,  Wm«  Butier,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Chevei^ 
Tbomaa  B.  Cooke,  Lewia  Condit,  WilUam  Crawfod„ 
Roger  Davia,  John  Dawson,  Joae^  Desha,  Eliaa  Earia^ 
Jamea  Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  ThomM  Gbolaon,  Pe- 
tcrana  Gnedsryoy  Iiaiah  L*Ginen,  Felia  Onttidy»  Jeha 
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4ence  of  one  year  in  any  coanty  thefein,  next 
preceding  the  day  of  election,  may  not  be  too 
long  to  privireffe  a  man,  not  possesjed  of  land  in 
fee,  to  vote  at  elections ;  that  period  of  time  is  not 
more  than  sufficient  to  manifest  an  attachment 
«o  the  country.  It  will  also  follow,  as  a  matter 
Df  course,  that  if  a  man  has  been  an  inhabitant 
of  a  couDfty  for  ooe  year  preceding  the  day  of 
an  election,  he  will  have  paid  a  tax,  if  there  be  a 
law  in  that  Territory  providing  for  payment  of  a 
personal  tax;  and  if  there  be  no  such  law,  the 
qualification  arising  from  payment  of  a  tax  only 
will  operate  strangely  at  the  first  election,  if  not 
at  any  other  subsequent.  The  qualifications  of 
electors,  provided  for  in  the  bill,  will  guard 
against  impositions,  and  such  intrusion  will  be 
mure  easily  detected  ;  this  will  appear  more  ne- 
cessary, when  it  is  considered,  tbat^his  bill  is  in 
the  nature  of  a  compact  between  the  United 
States  and  the  people  of  Louisiana. 

But  a  motion  has  been  made  io  strike  out  all 
that  part  of  the  sixth  section  which  defines  the 
AQalifications  of  electors,  and  to  insert  in  place 
thereof,  the  following :  ^  Every  free  white  male 
eitizen  residing  in  the  said  Territory,  who  shall 
Jhave  altaioed  to  the  age  of  tweoty*uae  years,  and 
paid  a  tax.''  If  this  proposed  amendment  be 
agreed  to,  the  elective  franchise  provided  for  in 
the  bill,  will  be  strangely  restrained ;  for  that 
arisioff  from  a  freehold  only  will  be  excluded}  as 
also  that  arising  from  being  an  inhabita&t  for 
one  year  preceding  the  day  of  election,  and  the 
only  one  will  be  tfa^t  arising  from  being  a  citizen 
and  payment  of  tax.  That  the  proposed  amend- 
ment is  indefinite  and  uncertain  will  further  ap- 
gear,  ^y  inquiring  who  are  they  who,  being  in- 
abiiants  of  the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  are 
entitled  to  be  named  citizens?  And  who  are 
ihev,  who,  being  citizens  and  having  paid  tax, 
shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  elections?  I  do  not 
undertake,  said  Mr.  R.,  to  answer  these. ques- 
tions. By  the  offered  amendment,  it  aeema  an 
.elector  must  be  a  citizen  and  have  paid  tax. 
That  is,  an  elector  is  a  citizen  who  has  paid  tax. 
It  may  not  be  useless  to  inquire  whether  all  the 
free  male  white  inhabitanta  of  the  a^e  of  twenty- 
one  years  ,in  the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  are  em- 
braced by  the  word  citizen.  In  respect  to  the 
term  or  word  citizen,  it  is  amply  provided  for  in 
the  ninth  section,  whiii^h  is  in  the  words  following: 

'<  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  all  and  every  free 
white  male.penoD,  who,  on  the  2<Hh  dayof  Beeeinber, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  three,  was 
an  inhabitant  of  the  Territory  of  Louisisna,  and  all 
tree  white  male  citizens  oi  the  United  States,  Who, 
aince  the  said  twentieth  day  of  Becember,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  three,  emigrated,  or 
who  hereafter  may  emigrate  to  the  said  Territory,  be* 
ihg  otherwise  qualified  according  to  the  provitions  of 
this  act,  shall  be  capable  to  hold  any  ofiice  of  honor, 
tmst,  or  profit,  in  the  said  Territory,  under  the  United 
States,  or  under  said  Territory,  and  to  vote  for  mem- 
bers of  the  General  Assembly,  and  a  delegate  to  Qon- 
jpees,  during  the  temporary  government  provided  for 
by  thUr  act" 

By  the  term  citizen  is  understood,  a  mtin  who 


is  in  possession  andh  exercise  of  erery  ri^btisl 
privilege  declared  b^  the  Constitution  and  Uvi 
of  the  States  of  which  he  is  aa  inhabitant,  aii 
the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  Stiia, 
to  be  his.  If  time  would  permjt,  it  might  be  i^ 
quired,  whether  a  citizen  of  a  State  removigot» 
a  Territory  of  the  United  States  nndertfaeSm 
^rade  of  government,  and  becoming  .an  iobaW 
itant  thereof,  will  jreraaiir  Tesfed  with  all  tk 
rights  and  privileges  of  a  citizen  of  the  Uaitd 
Slates  ?  But  this  is  only  noted  for  coosiderarioa 
It  may  be  observed,  that  a  tight  to  rote  forire^ 
resentative  in  a  General  Assembly,  and  to  ben^ 
resented  in  a  Oeneral  Assembly,  are  attribatnfll 
a  citizen,  and  at  present  no  free  white  maleii* 
habitant  in  Louisiana  is  veered  with  these  att» 
botes,  for  the  people  of  Louisiana  have  not  \mt> 
tofore  been  represented  in  a  General  AsseoibiT, 
and  the  object  of  the  bill  ia  to  give  certain  rip^ 
and  privileges,  which  they  have  not  at  any  ti« 
heretofore  been  in  the  possession  and  eirrtm 
of.  If  the  definition  given  of  the  term  ^  citiKs' 
be  correct,  and  it  is  presumed  to  be  so,  itiseridcat 
that  ail  the  free  white  male  inhabitants  of  tla 
Territory  ate  not  embraced  by  that  term  ^Tiam.' 
and  it  will  follow,  that  if  the  proposed  aiaes^ 
ment  be  agreed  to,  a  large  portion,  if  not  all,  of  (be 
free  white  male  inhabitants,  will  by  force  of  tk 
Vetm  "  citizen,"  be  excluded  from  Vottog  for  iik» 
bers  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  in  tfatterAt 
the  offered  amendment,  be  it  ag^reed  to,  vl 
defeat  the  very  object  of  the  btU,  for  theo  tbcn 
may  be  no  Gknerai  Aasembly. 

But  that  portion  of  the  people  of  that  Territoif 
who  were  inhabitaiits  thereof  on  the  20ili  day  «^ 
December,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eigbt  hoi- 
dred  and  tnree,  are  not  included  ia  the  definiitoi 
given  of  the  term  '^  citizen  '^  for  they  are  oo; 
citizens  of  any  State,  and,  consequently,  not  of 
the  United  States;  they,  therefore,  may,  by  force 
of  that  term  ^*  citizen,"  be  excluded  from  voiisg 
for  representatives  in  a  General  Assembly.  Ta- 
king this  into  view,  the  committee  who  reported 
theoill  made  particular  provision  in  thenioth  9e^ 
tion  thereof,  for  that  portion  of  the  people  of 
Louisiana,  and  also  for  citizens  of  the  th\\d 
States,  who,  since  the  said  20th  day  of  December, 
have  emigrated,  or  who  hereafter  may  emi^nte 
to  that  Territory.  Let  the  offered  atnendroeat  N 
rejected,  and  let  the  provisions  of  the  sixth  a&c 
ninth  sections  of  the  otll  remain  aa  they  are,  mi 
their  joint  operation  on  all  persons  claimio^i 
right  to  vote,  and  then-  no  doubt  or  difficahf  will 
be  made  relative  to  the  qualifications  of  electors  ; 
he  who  is  invested  with  a  fee  in  land,  if  comest- 
ed,  will  produce  his  title  deeds;  aod  be  wbo 
claims  a  right  to  vote,  by  being  an  iohabitast  of 
the  county  one  year  next  preceding  the  day  of 
election,  will,  if  disputed,  show  that  he  has  ») 
been  an  inhabitant;  and  if  there  be  in  either  case 
a  failure,  the  offered  vote  will  be  rejected. 

It  has  been  observed  that,  if  the  offered  ameod- 
ment  be  not  agreed  to, ''  a  person  may  vote  in  two 
different  counties  at  one  election."  This  will  not 
follow  from  the  relative  totals  used  in  the  siitii 
section;  the  words  "  the"  and  "  that"  are  used  in 
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ktion  to  the  county  wherein  the  eleetor  shaH 
>tej  and  their  relative  force  will,  with  common 
ire  and  attention,  exclude  any  person  from  rot- 
g  in  two  Goabties.  It  has  also  been  objected 
at  "  Spaniards  may  come  and  vote  at  elections 
Louisiana,  under  the  prortsions  of  the  hill/' 
by  the  word  *^  Spaniaras''  is  intended  persons 
bo  were  inhabitants  of  the  country  now  the  Ter* 
tory  of  Ltouisiana,  on  the  20th  day  of  December, 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  three, 
r  if  by  it  is  intended  persons,  who,  emigrating  to 
ijrof  the  United  States,  and  therein  residing 
stil  naturalized  by  law,  and  rested  with  the 
^hts  as  well  as  name  of  citizen,  and  who,  since 
«  said  twentieth  day  of  December,  have  emi- 
ated,  or  may  emigrate,  to  that  Territory,  the 
ijection  is  harmless,  being  without  foundation ; 
f  an  object  of  the  ninth  section  is  to  embrace  all 
*rsons  of  either  description,  they  being  other- 
196  qnalified  as  providea  for  in  the  sixth  section. 
'  bf  the  word  ^^SpaniardaP'  is  intended  persons 
r  any  other  character  or  description,  they  are 
)mpletely  excluded  by  the  provisions  of  the 
inth  and  sixth  sections  of  the  bill,  which  will 
ridently  appear  by  a  very  moderate  share  of  at- 
•Dtion  thereto.  It  has  been  intimated  that,  if 
lis  bill  becomes  a  law,  it  will  encourage  intru- 
?rs  to  enter  upon  the  lands  of  the  United  States ; 
lis  objection  is  not  sustainable.  There  are  laws 
f  the  United  States  to  expel  intruders  from  the 
Dblic  lands.  When  the  second  grade  of  tempo* 
try  government  was  extended '  respectively  to 
le  people  of  the  Northwestern  Territory,  to  the 
cople  of  the  Indiaiia  and  Mia^ssippi  TerntjDriea, 
rere  there  nO  intruders  on  public  lands  within 
w  limits  of  any  of  those  Territories?  Will  it 
e  said  there  were  none  ?  And,  is  it  now  come 
>this,  (hat  the  numerous  population  of  the  Ter- 
itory  of  Louisiana  shall  be  prevented  from  hav- 
Qg  a  general  representation  and  General  Assem- 
iy  of  their  own,  to  make  laws  for  themselves, 
ad  to  have  every  benefit  resulting  therefrom ; 
ifid  alt  this  for  fear  that  a  poor  man,  destitute  of 
reaith,  iihall,  with  his  wife  and  children,  go  on 
A<)  caltivate  a  small  piece  of  public  land  to  raise 
tread  for  his  children,  some  one  of  whom,  at  a 
utQre  day,  may  stand  highly  eminent  in  the  Con- 
gress of  the  tJttited  States  ? 

Petitions  for  the  second  grade  of  temporary 
^o?eroment  have  for  some,  time  been  before  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  from  the  people  of 
Itouisiaoa.  By  the  late  census  it  appears  that  the 
>eople  are  now  more  than  *—  thousand.  To 
he  people  of  other  Territories,  when  composed 
)f  very  inferior  numbers,  the  second  grade  of 
emporary  government,  has  been  extended — and 
certainly  the  people  of  Louisiana,  in  respect  to 
their  popnlatioo,  aiid  in  pursuance  of  the  Treaty 
of  Paris,  are  entitled  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Coogress  of  the  United  States. 

The  Committee  rose,and  had  leiave  to  sit  again. 


Wbdmisdat,  December  4. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  informed  the  Honae 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  **  for  the  relief 


of  Thomas  O'Baonoit ;"  and  hare  passed  the  bill 
from  this  House  '*  for  the  apportionment  of  Rep- 
resentatives among  the  several  States  according 
to  the  third  enumeration,"  with  amendments;  to 
which  bill  and  amendments  they  desire  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

,  On  motion  of  Mr.  WiLLtAMs,  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures  were  instructed  to 
report  a  bill  explanatory  of  the  act  laying  duties 
on  manufactured  copper. 

Another  message  irom  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "  mak* 
ing  further  provision  for  the  Corps  of  Engineers  j*^ 
to  which  bill  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this 
House.  They  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  of 
this  Hoose  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  com* 
raittee  to  have  the  applieatioo  of  the  moneys  ap* 

Rpopriated  for  the  library;  and  hare  appointed 
Ir.  LsiB^Mr.  Smitb  of  Maryland,  and  Mr.  Oon«> 
oiT.  to  be. of  the  committee  on  their  part. 

The  Speakbb  laid  before  the  House  a  repert 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  moneys  traas* 
ferr^d  dorioff  the  last  recess  of  Congress,  froia 
certain  branthes  of  expenditure  toother  branches 
of  expenditure  in  the  Navy  Department,  and  of 
the  application  of  such  moneys;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 

-  The  House  proceeded  to  eansider  the  amende 
meats  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  "  for  the  apportion^ 
ment  of  Represeniatives  among  the  several  States, 
according  to  the  third  enumeration :" 

Mr.  BuRwai<L  moved  that  the  bill  and  amend* 
meats  be  committed  to  a  CommHtee  of  the  Whole, 
on  Monday  next ;  which  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Randolpb  moved  that  the  hill  aad  amend- 
ments be  postponed  until  Friday  next;  which 
was  also  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  dTANPORD  moY^d,  that  the  further  consid-^ 
oration  thereof  be  postponed  until  to-morrow; 
which  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  56, 
nays  7S,  as  follows : 

TiAs— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  John  Baker,  David  Bard, 
Barweil  Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  WiUiam  Black- 
ledge,  Thomas  Blount,  James  Bredtenridge,  Robert 
Brown,  WilHam  A.  Bovwdl,  John  Olopton,  Lewii 
Condit,  William  Crawford,  John  Dawson»  Meidiack 
Franklin,  Thomas  6holsoa»  Charles  Ooldsboiough, 
Pttenon  Goodwya,  Edwin  Gmy,  Felix  Grnady,  Obed 
HaU,  Aylstt  Hawes,  Jaosb  Hully,  Joseph  Kent,  Phil^ 
B.  Key,  William  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Jossph  Le- 
levov  Joseph  Ijewis,  jr.,  Peter  Little,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
George  0.  Maxwell,  Arebibald  McBryde.  WUUam  Mo- 
Cpj»  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  James  Mor- 
gan, Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  New- 
ton, Stephen  Ormaby,.  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens, 
William  Piper,  James,  Pleasants,  jr.,  John  Randolph, 
Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan 
RoberU,  Richard  SUnford,  Philip  Stuart,  John  Talia- 
ferro^  ^Robert  Whitehill,  Thomas  Wilson,  and  Richard 
Winn. 

Nats — WUliam  Anderson,  Stevenson  Archer,  Dan- 
iel Avery,  Esekiel  Bacon,  Joaiah  Bartlett,  Abijah  Big- 
elow,  HarmanusBleecker,  Adam  Boyd,  Elijah  Brigham, 
WUliam  Bntier,  John  C.  Calhotm,  Epaphroditus  Cham- 


403 


HISTORT  OF  CONaRttBB. 


401 


H.  OP  R. 


Appqriimnment  qf  Reprtaemaiiofi, 


DfiOIMBIRfUll. 


«km>  LftOg^on  Cbeves*  Maiiia  Chittrnden, .  Thomt* 
B.  Cooke,  John  Dtvepport,  jr^  Roger  DavU,  Samuel 
Pinsmoor,  Elite  Earle,  William  £1t,  Jamee  Emott, 
WiUiam  Findley,  Jamei  Fiik,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomaa  R. 
Gold,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Boiling  Hall,  John  A.  Harper, 
John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  Jackson, Jr.,  Richard  M. 
Johnson,  Lyman  Law,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston, 
William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyie,  Thomas  Moore,  Am- 
nah  Metcalf,  James  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Jona- 
than, O.  Moseley,  Thomas  Newbold,  William  Pauld* 
ing,  jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Bemamin  Pond,  Peter  B. 
Porter,  EHsha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  William  Reed, 
Henry  M.  Ridgely,  William  Rodman,  Ebenecer  Sage, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  Seyberti 
Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  Silas  8low» 
William  Strong,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  George  Sullivan, 
Samuel  Taggart,  BeiOamin  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy, 
George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Tomer,  jr.,  Pierre  Van 
Cortlandt,  jr.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  David 
R.  WiUiams,  William  Widgery,  and  Robert  Wright. 

The  question  that  the  House  do  cooeiir  with 
the  Beoate  in  the  said  nmeodmenta,  being  stated, 
and  debate  arisiug  thereon,  an  adjonrament  was 
ealied  for,  and  carrird. 


Thursday,  December  5. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  sundry  res- 
olutions adopted  by  a  meetiog  of  a  Dumber  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town  and  district  of  St.  Louis, 
in  the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  expressive  of  their 
wishes  that  the  second  grade  of  Territorial  gov- 
eroment  may  be  extended  to  the  said  Territory; 
tbat  the  Judges  of  the  Gfeneral  Court  be  re- 
quired, by  law,  to  have  some  permanent  interest 
ID  the  welfare  of  the  inhabicaots,  and  to  reside  in 
the  Territory :  that  additional  and  more  equity* 
ble  provisions  be  made  in  favor  of  claimanis  to 
lanus  in  the  Territory  $  and  that  the  Hmita  of  the 
Territory  may  be  more  clearly  defined ;  which 
were  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  providiog  fur  the  government 
of  the  said  Territory. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  <*for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  O'BannoD,"  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  making  further 
provision  for  the  Corps  of  Engineers^"  was  read 
twice,  and  committer  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Wednesday  next* 

Mr.  MiTCBiLL  presented  a  petition  of  Charles 
Whitlow,  of  the  county  and  State  of  New  York, 
Burseryman  and  botanical  collector,  praying  for  a 
special  license  to  import  into  the  United  States 
all  such  seeds,  grains,  and  growing  plants,  as  he 
may  deem  necessary  for  the  improvement  of  gar- 
dening, farming,  science,  or  the  arts ;  on  condition 
of  making  a  disclosure,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  of  an  important  discovery  of  a  native 
vegetable,  possessing,  in  the  highest  degree,  the 
qualities  for  the  preparation  of  cordage,  thread, 
and  linen  cloth. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  made  a  report  on  the'  memorial  of 
the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Represent- 
atives of  the  Indiana  Territory^  referred  the  8th 


ultimo ; .  which  was  read,  and  referral  to  &  Coir 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  same  committee, mi& 
a  report  on  the  petition  of  the  Mayor  and  Alder- 
men of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  referred  the 
twenty*eighth  ultimo;  which  was  read, tod r- 
furred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Moodif 

next. 

Mr.  Bacon,  from  the  Committee  of  Wsysaal 
Means,  presented  a  bill  to  continue  in  force,  fori 
limited  time,  the  act,  entitled  '^An  actcootioaiBL 
for  a  limiieo  time,  the  salaries  of  the  officend[ 
Government  therein  mentioned;"  whieb  vn 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Commiitee  4 
the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Bacoii,  from  the  same  committee,  ptt^ 
seated  a  bill. to  continue  in  force,  forafartMt 
time,  the  first  section  of  the  act,  entitled  ^Aniet 
further  to  protect  the  commerce  and  seamcBtt 
the  United  Sutes  against  the  Barbary  Powers-* 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  lotCoi^ 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  Tuesday  nexL 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Arcbbr,  the  Committee 
Commerce  and  Manufactures  were  insiracied 
Intittire  into  the  expediency  of  extending  the  di^J 
trict  of  Havre-de-Qrace,  m  the  State  of  Maift 
land,  so  as  to  include  Sp^-Utim  Island,  tbeNorti* 
em  shore  of  KIk  riv^r,  the  Elastern  shore  of  Bui 
river,  Susquehanna,  and  Northeast  rivers,  SDddl 
the  waters  and  ahures  of  the  Chesapeake  Bif: 
above  the  mouth  of  Bash  river,  on  the  We&iefi 
shore,  and  above  the  mouth  o[  Elk  river  oo  ik 
Eastern  shore  of  said  bay. 

APPORTIONMENT  OF   REPRB8EIfTATn'E& 

• 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  im  ^ 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill*' fur tbe 
apportionment  of  Representatives  among  theses 
eral  Slates,  according  to  the  third  ennmeranoo.'^ 

Mr.  Newton  moved  that  the  bill  be  recooimii' 
ted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House.— Neg- 
atived— ayes  57,  noes  60. 

Mr.  Calboun  said :  Before  the  bill  bad  gooe  lo 
the  Senate,  it  excited  but  verv  little  interest  with 
me.  All  that  I  had  heard  from  gentlemeo  on 
every  side,  convinced  me  that  it  was  a  squabble 
among  the  several  States  which  should  bearihe 
loss  of  large  fractions,  rather  than  a  serious  diri- 
sion  on  principle,  of  one  ratio  in  preference  to 
another.  Were  I  governed  alone  by  fractioosl 
should  not  rise  this  day,  nor  oppose  a  concnrreDce 
with  the  Senate,  from  the  pride  of  opinion;  for 
the  ratio  which  the  Senate  have  fixed,  is  in  ic* 
cordance  with  my  vote  on  the  original  bill,  il* 
though  thirty  seven  thousand  would  leave  mf 
State  wiiha  less  fraction  unrepresented  than  thir- 
ty-five thousand :  but  fractions  are  not  my  object. 
I  am  not  here  to  represent  my  own  State  alone. 
I  renounce  the  idea.  And  I  will  show,  by  my 
vote,  that  I  contend  for  the  interests  of  the  whole 
people  of  this  community.  The  present  qoestioD, 
on  concurring  in  the  amendment  of  the  Senate, 
seemed  to  be  totalljr  different,  and  mach  more 
importan  t  than  the  original  one.  As  it  now  stands 
it  is  a  case  of  disagreement  between  the  two  Houses, 
and  the  contest  is^  which  shall  recede.    A  contest 
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f  this  kind  (on  the  centos  bill)  wts  one  of  tbe 
aost  seriouB  conseqaeiices  to  ibe  House,  Tbe 
»eaate,  by  pcnistance,  most  foree  tbis  body  either 
)  adopt  their  ratio,  or,  if  that  cannot  be  effected, 
ren  annihilate  this  branch  of  the  Legislature.  I 
onsider  this  a  case  of  omission  in  our  excellent 
^ostitotion-rODe  of  that  kind  which  must  take 
lace,  perhaps,  in  all  free  constitutions,  however 
»rmed ;  but  particularly  in  one  like  ours,  formed 
y  the  foresight  of  wisdom,  and  not  by  slow  and 
oecessive  experience.  That  it  is  a  ease  of  omis- 
ioD  and  not  foreseen,  may  be  inferred  from  several 
arts  of  the  Constitution  ttself.  The  Constitution 
lakes  this  House  the  sole  judge  of  the  qnalifica* 
lODs  and  returns  of  its  own  members.  This  is 
opposed  to  vest  the  power  so  excinsively  in  us, 
lat  a  few  days  since,  in  a  debate  on  the  contested 
lection  from  ViTginia,  it  was  contended  with 
inch  force  of  argument,  that  any  law  on  this 
abject,  as  the  Senate  must  participate  in  it,  would 
e  uoeonstitutionaL  What  is  the  reason  7  A 
pirii  of  jealousy ;  a  manifest  intention  to  preserve 
us  House  from  the  influence  of  the  other ;  and 
9  prevent  tbe  latter  from  having  any  control  in 
be  interior  management  of  tbfs.  .  If  such  caution 
ras  necessary  in  this  particular,  where  the  cases 
lost,  almost  necessarily,  be  few;,  and  often  not 
Dportant,  how  much  more  so  in  a  question  of 
itio,  in  which  that  body  may  add  to  or  subtract 
laodreds  from  this*-may  force  such  a  ratio  on 
bis,  as  is  favorable  |o  the  federative  principle, 
od  assimilate  it  to  the  other  in  its  formation,  it 
aay  entirely  annihilate  this  House.  Agnin^  it  is 
be  theory  of  our  GoTernm(fnt,and  was  thalavor- 
te  idea  of  all  our  politicians,  at  the  time  of  its 
nmation,  that  libCTty  can  only  exist  in  a  divi- 
ioQ  of  the  sovereign  power ;  and  that  such  divi- 
ioD  could  only  be  permanent  where  each  of  the 
arts  bad  within  itself  the  means  of  protection. 
)o  tbis  principle,  the  Executive  and  Judiciary 
fere  detached. from  the  Legislature,  and  this  last 
livided  into  two  branches.  Each  of  these  De- 
jartments  has  tbe  means  of  self-preservation.  The 
irst  has  its  qualified  veto  and  its  patrons^ ;  the 
lodiciary  its  independence — and  eSch  House  a 
reto  00  the  proceedings  of  the  other. 

In  the  ordinary  course  of  legislation,  this  fur- 
bished ample  security.  Far  different  on  the 
:easQs  bill.  Here  the  whole  is  inverted.  The 
rote  of  tbe  Senate  is  no  longer  the  means  of  pro- 
^eetJoD  to  itself,  but  becomes  a  fatal  means  or  as- 
wiiliag  this  House;  it  is  no  more  a  shield  of  de- 
'ence,  but  a  weapon  of  attack  ;  and  when  they 
tse  it,  by  withholding  their  assent,  we  are  ani- 
ulated.  This  great  anomaly  could  not  bare  been 
foreseen ;  it  must  be  considered  as  an  omissiop. 
W^bat  remedy  ^o  I  propose  ?  Prevent  tbe  Senate 
from  participating  in  a  census  bill  ?  By  no  means ; 
it  woold  be  unconstitutional;  because  there  is  no 
clause  to  that  effect.  I  propose  a  means  in  strict 
uoison  with  the  Constitution,  and  furnished  by 
itself.  It  has  in  this  instance  withheld  from  us 
the  shield,  but  has  pointed  to  iu  spirit.  Let  us 
ftct  with  a  fixed  determination ;  and  not  accede 
to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate^  That  body*, 
QDaided  by  precedent,  4ad  exposed  by  the  spirit 


of  the  Constitution,  mi|st  recede.  'Let.  os  follow 
the  example  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  fing-* 
land  in  relation  to  money  bills,  aad  the  same  m- 
feet  will  follow — but  by  no  means  reverse  that 
example. 

The  Senate,  strengthened  by  precedent,  will 
hereafter  control  us  completely.  On  this  ground 
they  have  naturally  a  greater  capacity  for  strug- 
gling than  we.  Unless  we  insist  in  the  first  in- 
stance, we  must  ever  hereafter  be  overpowered. 
What  inducement  can  gentlemen  have,  to  make 
the  surrender  at  this  time  ?  None  can  be  weaker, 
than  because  some  of  the  States  have,  by  the  ra* 
tio  inserted  in  tbe  Senate,  small  fractions^  and 
one  section  of  the  Union  has  by  it  comparatively 
gained.    Will  gentlemen  for  this  inconsiderable 

?[ain  make  so  great  a  sacri6ce  ?  Particularly  thoso 
irom  large  States,  who  are  the  greatest  gainers 
by  fractions.  For  this  paltry  gain,  more  apiiarent 
than  real;  which  can  last  but  for  ten  years,  they 
surrender  a  principle  of  the  most  vital  importance 
to  ihem.  They  will  enable  the  Senate  in  time 
to  reduce  them  almost  to  the  same  terms  of  equal- 
ity on  this  floor  with  the  small  States^  as  they  are 
in  the  other  House*  Let  it  not  be  said^  the  Sen- 
ate will  alwavs  exercise  this  power  with  discro* 
tion.  it  is  the  part  of  political  wisdom  not  to 
trust  when  it  can  make  secure,  and  in  a  case  of 
such  vital  importance,  it  will  not  confide  in  tbe 
strongest  probabilities.  Faith  is  an  article  of  re* 
ligien,  but  not  of  politics*  But,  sir,  if  any  section 
or  State  of  this  Union  gained  ever  so  much,  I 
know  not  how  it  conld  justify  this  abandonment 
of  principle.  Who  are  we  ?  The  representativea 
of  the  nation;  of  individual  rights;  the  trustees 
for  the  time  being  of  that  mass  of  power  which 
is  invested  in  the  bands  of  the  Legislature  for  the 
protection  of  those  rights.  How  then  can  we 
make  a  surrender  consistent  with  the  principle, 
with. honor  or  with  conscience,  of  those  important 
rights  so  sacredly  trusted  to  our  keeping?  Mr. 
Speaker,  I  wish  the  task  of  defending  this  im* 
portant  point  had  fallen  to  abler  hands.  I  feel 
all  that  embarrassment  which  a  young  man,  not 
much  aecQstomed  to  speaking,  must  necessarily 
experience  the  first  time,^  before  such  aa  audience, 
and  in  a  place  so  trying  to  the  voice  as  this  hall. 
I  shall  be  happy,  if  in  the  midst  of  my  embarrass* 
ments,  I  have  been  intelligible,  and  have  expressed 
myself  with  sufficient  caution,  on  ao  delicate  i^ 
point. 

Mr.  Rbea  said  that,  being  induoed  to  believe 
that  the  great  principle  of  compromiae  on  whicli 
he  hiid  heretofore  voted  (which  was,  that  the 
present  representation  of  the  people  of  any  State 
might  not  be  diminished)  was  abandoned,  and 
that,  in  place  thereof,  local,  partial,  and  State  in- 
terests were  substituted,  he  now,  also,  would  turn 
his  attention  to  objects  of  the  same  nature.  He 
wad  the  more  iofluenced  to  do  this,  because  the 
principle  of  compromise  was  not  only  abandoned, 
but  abaodoned  tn  a  manner  highly  injurious  to 
the  people  of  Tennessee,  one  of  whose  representa* 
tives  he  had  tbe  honor  to  be.  If  tbe  ratio  of  thirtv- 
.seven  thousand  had  been  adhered  to,  he  might 
t  have  been  ailent;  but,  as  that  ratio  is  proposed,  by 
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the  artiendment  offered  by  the  Seftate,  to  he  no 
more,  and,  as  the  ratio  proposed  is  only  one  thoo- 
saad  more  than  the  fraction  which  on  that  ratio 
will  remain  to  Tennessee,  his  doty  called  on  him 
to  protest  against  this  procedure. 

I  will  vote,  said  Mr.  R.,  against  concorrinff  with 
the  amendment  made  by  the  Senate,  which  pro- 
poses a  ratio  of  tbtrty-fire  thousand.  And,  if  that 
rote  was  to  be  spoien  with  my  last  breath,  it 
should  be  eheerfatly  tendered,  not  only  because 
the  amendment,  if  agreed  to,  will  operate  injnri* 
oqsly  and  unjustly  in  relation  to  Tennessee,  but, 
also,  by  reason  that,  if  agreed  to,  it  will,'  in  my 
httmble  opinion,  go  ta  fix  a  principle  which,  at  no 
▼ery  distant  period,  may  shake  the  foundation  of 
sovereignties.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  dero^e 
from  the  constituted  powers  of  the  Senate  or  the 
United  States,  but  it  may,  with  all  due  respeet, 
be  observed,  that  a  ratio  of  apporiionment  made 
by  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  sovereign 
people,  and  by  the  commanding  majority  of  102 
to  18  in  that  House,  merits  a  considerable  degree 
of  confidenee  from  the  Senate,  and,  if  touched 
by  that  honorable  Hovse-,  ought  not  to  be  towefaed 
Dor  broken  down  unless  for  reasons  of  an  imperi- 
ous nature.  The  ratio  fixed  in  the  bill  was  a 
ratio  of  compromise,  that,  thereby,  the  present 
representation  of  the  people  in  aay  State  might 
•ot  be  diminished.  When  that  ratio  was  fixed 
in  the  bill,  fractions  were  little  attended  to ;  but 
it  now  appears  that  the  avoiding  of  fractions 
has  taken  the  place  of  that  ntagoanimous  princl- 
fde^and  crept  in  to  disturb  that  social  and  friendly 
union,  which  is  the  basis  of  the  sovereignty  oif 
these  United  States. 

The  offered  amendment,  then,  reduces  the  ratio 
to  thirty-five  thousand.  The  operation  of  that 
ratio  on  all  the  other  States,  except  by  way  of 
comparison,  will  be  omitted,  and  its  operation  by 
ftmetion  on  the  State  of  Tennessee,  only,  exam- 
ined. By  a  ratio  of  thirty-five  tbtmsaod,  there 
will  remain  to  Tennessee  a  fraction  of  thirty- 
cbree  thousand  nine  hupdred  and  thirteen,  only 
one  thonsaad  and  eighty-seven  less  than  the  pro- 
|K)sed  ratio  of  this  amendment  for  a  representa- 
tive. It  appears  that,  at  a  ratio  of  ihirty-flve  thoa« 
sand,  the  four  great  States  ol  the  Union— that  is: 
New  York  will  have  a  fraction  of  8  043 ;  Virginia 
12,616  ;  Pennsylvania  4,773 ;  and  Maasachusetu 
740.  The  aggregate  of  all  these  fractions  is 
about  26,172.  The  fractions  remaining  to  the 
States  of  New  Hampshire  and  Delaware  amount 
to  about  5,464)  which,  being  added  to  the  amount 
of  the  fractions  of  the  four  great  States,  makes 
«a  aggregate  of  about  31.636.  Hence,  it  is  man- 
ifeM  that  on  a  ratio  of  35,000,  a  fraction  will  re- 
main to  Tennessee,  which  is  greater  than  the 
aggreffate  of  the  fractions  of  the  States  alluded 
to.  No  imperious  reason  appears,  producing  this 
effect,  and  comuNinding  a  descending  ratio,  to  a 
point  within  the  number  1,160,  giving  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Tennessee  another  representative.  If  the 
ratio  in  the  proposed  amendment  be  agreed'  to, 
the  people  of  the  States  already  named,  will 
have  more  than  one  hundred  representatives,  with 
AH  aggregate  of  remaining  traotions  of  about  ^ 


31,336;  and  the  peopi*  of  the  Stale  of  Teaati- 
see  will  have  six  repr^entattves,  with  a  rant» 
ing  fraction  of  nearly  thirty-four  thousand.  If 
the  object  of  the  amendment  be  to  reduce  greit 
fractions,  a  ratio  of  34,806.  would  have  dose 
away  the  great  fraction  of  Tenaenee.  and  tk 
people  of  that  State  would  then  have  had  sevca 
repreaentatives.  If,  then,  the  ratio  must  be  rt» 
dneed  from  37.000,  it  is  hoped  it  will  be  redocsd 
to  a  nnmbtt  wkicb  will  remove  this  great  frae- 
tion,.so  that  the  people  of  Tennesaee  thall  hare 
seven  representatives. 

Mr.  PiaK.-*Mr.  Speaker,  I  hare  the  hoaor  ip 
representi  in  |)ait,  a  small  State^  which  feels  dec^ 
ly  interested  in  the  present  qnestttm  ;  it  is,  then* 
fore,  with  pleasure,  I  hear  the  rights  and  intercsn 
of  the  small  States  advocated.  I  nm  decideiUf 
in  favor  of  concurring  with  the  amendment  «t 
the  Senate,  and,  in  support  of  it,  shall  endetr«r 
to  prove  tnat  the  ratio  pvoposed  by  the  Semie 
will  do  less  injustice  ana  give  a  more  eqaal  rep> 
resentation  to  the  Slates  than  that  fixed  oa  iff 
this  Honse.  By  the  ratio  of  37,000,  agreed  on  i»f 
the  House,  Delaware  and  Vermont,  having  a  pop^ 
ulation  of  only  288,899,  will  hava  a  IractioB  d 
66,890,  almost  equal  to  the  oae-fourth  of  ibeir 
whole  number,  and  will  deprive  Delaware  of  tkt 
one4ialf  of  her  representation,  ao4  Vermoai  ot 
the  one-sixth.  By  the  ratio  of  35,000,  proposci 
by  the  Senate^  Vermont  aad  Delaware  each  gtia 
one  rapresentative,  while  Kentucky*  Tennesaee 
New  Jersey,  and  Ohio,  with  a  pofwiatioa  of 
1,090,084,  wiU  be  left  with  a  fraction  of  100,09i 
only  equal  to  about 'the  oae-eieveoth  of  their 
whole  number.  With  these  facts  before  as,  Itur 
not  understand  by  what  role  of  justice  the  gei- 
tlemea  last  up  from  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  mU 
New  Jersey,  conid  advocate  the  iaierests  of  tht 
small  States,  vote  for  the  ratio  tgracd  to  hj  tlw 
House,  leaving  such  monstrous  mctimis  to  the 
States  of 'Delaware  and  Vermont,  and  nowctii 
on  us  to  join  them  in  rejecting  the  amend owot 
of  the  Senate,  becaose  of  the.  fractions  it  leaveiia 
their  States,  when  these  fraef  iooe  are,  to  their 
whole  numbers,  comparatively  nothing  witsh'thoM 
left  to  Delaware  and  Vermont  by  the  ratio  thtj 
voted  for.  No  number  can  be  fixed  on  as  the  n- 
tio  but  what  will  leave  fractions  in  some  of  the 
States.  It  is  hot  justice,  therefore,  that  we  shooU 
adopt  the  Constitutional  number  which  willleare 
the  least  fractions,  and  those  on  the  greatest  pop- 
ulation. 

It  is  proper  to  mention,  that,  by  the  last  ratio, 
Tennessee  had  a  very  small  traction,  and  Ver- 
mont  a  larse  one;  hv  this  ratio,  Vermont  will 
have  a  small  one^  and  that  of  Tennessee  will  be 
larger :  thus,  by  the  change,  the  loss  will  be  eqval' 
ized.  An  objection  haft  been  urged  agaiatt  the 
amendment,  on  the  around  of  its  increasing  (be 
representation  io  this  House.  This  has  no  weight 
in  my  mind.  This  ratio  will  not  give  this  Hoo« 
more  members  than  are  to  be  fouwl  in  the  Liegis- 
latures  of  many  of  the  small  States,  where  busi" 
nesa  is  transacted  with  great  facility  and  correct* 
ness;  I  think  a  numerous  representation  conform* 
able  ^o  aonad  republicatt  principles. 
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Agsiost  the  doctrines  adT«iioed  yeatetdaf,  by 

:he  geotlernan  from  Sooih  Carolioa,  I  beg  letre 
0  eoier  my  iskwl  solemn  protest.  Id  these  mo- 
DCDte  of  danger  from  abroad,  I  am  not  for  deelar- 
ag  wara^iost  ibe  Senate — a  foreign  enemy  may 
oon  render  a  declaration  of  war  toth  necessary 
lid  booorabie.  The.  best  way  of  supporting  the 
^oDstitution,  is  by  acknowledging  its  principles, 
lod  morroff  within  the  orbit  it  has  prescribed  for 
IS.  Tbe  iramers  of  the  Constitution,  for  good 
easoDs,  DO  doubt,  in  the  distribution  of  power  to 
hesereral  brancaes  of  our  Gorerament,  saw  fit 
0  give  (he  Senate  a  participation  in  the  power  of 
iiiog  the  ratio  for  the  repre^ntation  in  this  Houses 
iod  it  is  not  eompetent  for  us,  as  legislators,  lo 
juesiioD  the  wisdom  of  this  provision.  Very  little 
ightcan  be  thrown  on  this  subject  by  precedents 
Irawn  from  the  proceedings  of  the  English  Par- 
lameot;  they  are  the  supreme  power;  their  acts 
Dike  both  the  constitution  and  the  law  of  the 
oQDtry.  Not  so  here.  The  Constitution  is  the 
Dpreme  law  and  rule  to  direct  our  legislative 
ictioDs.  This  supreme  law,  this  Constitution, 
lu  vested  the  Senate  with  the  same  power/and 
Dposed  on  them  the  same  obligation  of  ezercis- 
Dg  a  sound  discretion  in  legislating  on  the  sub- 
ect  before  us  that  it  has  to  this  House.  They 
are  the  same  interests  In  common  with  us  all. 
hey  have  solemnly  sworn  faithfully  and  impar- 
ially  to  discharge  the  trust  reposed  in  them^  and 
hey  wonld  be  unworthy  their  station  if  they  did 
tot  do  it  iDdepeudently. 

Mr.  Wright. — Mr.  Speaker.  I  hope  the  House 
rill  Droceed  to  decide  on  toe  merits  of  the 
imeDdmeot  proposed  by  tbe  Senate.  I,  fot  my 
art.  am  prepared  to  vote  for  It,  although  it  comes 
D  the  inauspicious  shape  of  an  amendment  from 
bat  body,  so  exceptionable  in  tbe  opinion  of  the 
lOQorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
^^AiaoDif.)  I  feel  no  fears  of  the  Senate's  sob- 
'eriiog  the  Government  while  they  have  a  eom- 
BCD  interest  in  it.  I  certainly,  when  a  member 
if  that  body,  was  not  less  attached  to  the  best 
Dterest  of  my  country  than  I  now  am,  although 
tow  directly  elected  by  the  sovereiffo  people. 

The  Constiiotion  has  wisely  provided  an  equal 
^presentation  in  the  Senate  to  prevent  the  small 
States  from  being  Injured  by  toe  overwhtliQing 
otjority  of  the  iarge  Sifttcs,  and  this  appears  to 
ae  to  be  one  of  the  eaaes  in  which  the  Senate 
'Orreetljr  have  interfered,  for  that  parpose,  and 
^hiie  they  revolve  on  their  own  axis,  and  within 
Mir  own  CoAatitntkmal  orbit,  I  shall  always  va- 
licct  them  as  a  valuable  organ  of  the  legislative 
m  of  the  nation. 

.  Si'i  let  as  examine  the  ease.  The  Constitu-, 
««  declares  that  "  Representatives  and  direct' 
^es  shall  be  apportioned  among  the  several 
States  which  may  be  included  within  this  Union 
Jccording  to  their  respective  numbers."  We  find 
Mt  Delaware,  for  twenty  years,  has  had  a  flrac- 
lon  of  30.000  unreprescMBted,  and  we  know  she 
"^as  directly  taxed  in  the  tame  manner  that  all 
ibe  States  were,  without  respect  to  that  fraction, 
uihoQgh  nearly  equal  to  one-half  her  whole 
■kuabei;  and  aowv' again,  by  fixing  on  37,000  in- 


stead of  the  3&,000  proposed  by  tbe  Senate,  she 
is  lo  be  taxed  for  ten  years  more  on  34)004  un- 
represented. We  know  that,  in  this  body,  her 
feeble  voice  could  not  be  heard,  however  just  her 
claims,  or  honest  her  pretensions;  but,  in  the 
Senate,  they  have  been  heard  and  respected ;  and 
I  trust  will  now  prevail.  The  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  (Mr.  MoKbb)  seems  to  feel  very  much 
for  New  Jersey,  which  has  a  fraction  of  31,222, 
at  35,000 ;  but  h  js  sensations  do  not  extend  them* 
selves  to  Delaware,  which,  for  twenty  years  has 
had  a  fraction  of  30,000,  and  at  37,000,  will,  for 
ten  years  more,  have  a  fraction  of  34,004.  The 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  ^Mr.  Rbba)  seems 
also  to  be  much  alive  to  the  interest  of  Tenaee- 
see;  she  has  a  fraction  of  33,913;  he  has  said 
that,  if  any  State  had  such  a  fraction  imposed  on 
her,  he  should  deem  it  unjust  to  impose  it,  and 
would  oppose  it.  If  he  will  examine,  he  will  see 
that  Delaware  has  a  fraction  of  34^004,  and  there- 
fore he  stands  committed  to  oppose  iL  Qeorgia 
and  Massachusetts  both  have  larger  fractions 
than  Tennessee. 

Sir,  this  question  ought  to  be  decided  so  that 
the  Constitution  might  be  as  nearly  gratified  as 
possible,  by  adopting  the  number  that  will  leave 
the  smallest  fraction  upon  the  whole.  If  gentle- 
men will  examine  the  document  upon  the  subject, 
they  will  find,  at  35,000,  the  unrepresented  frac- 
tions amount  to  249,460;  that,  at  37,000,  the  un- 
represented fractions  amount  to  302,2fi2,  making 
a  difference  of  52,802  in  favor  of  35.000;  so  that, 
on  taking  into  view  the  interest  or  all^  without 
respect  to  particular  sections  of  the  Union,  there 
are  52,802  m  favor  of  the  proposition  of  the  Sen- 
ate, which,  on  principle,  ought  to  be  preferred. 

6nt  we  are  told  that,  by  fixing  on  35,000,  the 
Soathern  and  Western  sections  of  the  Union  suf- 
fer greatly.  I  have  examined  that  subject,  and 
find  that  the  Southern  and  Western  States,  in- 
cluding Maryland,  have  firaetions  of  85,764  more 
than  the  States  to  the  eastward  of  Maryland; 
but  I  also  find,  that  on  examining  the  fracuonsof 
the  same  sections  at  the  ratio  of  37,000,  that  the 
Eastern  division  of  the  Union  have  fractions  of 
121,448  more  than  the  Southern  and  Western 
sections,  leaving  a  balance  of  35,784  more  against 
the  Eastern  section  at  37,000  than  is  against  the 
Southern  and  Western  sections  at  35.000 ;  so  that 
the  sectional  fraction  is  less  at  35,000,  aa  well  as 
the  aggregate  fraction  ;  therefore,  in  justieci  the 
number  35,000  ought  to  prevail. 

Mr.  Gholson*— When  this  subject  was  first 
before  the  House,  a  ratio  of  representation  was 
adopted,  which  seemed  to  be  the  result  of  prin- 
ciple, and  which  appeared  also  to  have  been  in- 
dicated by  the  federal  numbers  of  some  of  the 
small  States.  The  principle  assumed  had  refer- 
eace  partly  to  the  small  Sutes,  and  partly  to  the 
number  of  this  branoh  of  the  L^islature,  and 
accordingly,  the  highest  ratio  which  would >  apt 
reduce  tLe  present  representation  of  any  Stale 
was  selected  by  a  very  large  majority.  The  ratio 
taken  was  one  member  for  37.000,  and  this  ratio 
grew  not  out  of  fractional  calculations,  but  out 
of  a  spirit  of  magnanimity  and  conciliation*  The 
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Virginui  delegation,  I  believe,  voald  most  of  as 
have  preferred  40,000  to  a  member,  bat  we  took 
37,000,  to  prevent  what  Rhode  Island  and  Con- 
Decticot  allef^ed  woald  have  been  injustiee  to 
chero,  namely,  a  redaction  of  their  numbers  in 
this  bodv* 

For  this  act  of  conciliation,  how,  sir,  have  we 
been  requited  by  the  small  States?  They  have 
united  in  reiecting  the  ratio  of  37,000,  and  in 
taking  a  smaller  one,  which  throws  almost  all  the 
large  fractions  on  the  soathern  part  of  the  Union. 
I  am  very  far  from  ascribing  any  incorrect  inten- 
tion to  any  one.  I  would  not,  in  the  slightest 
degree,  insinuate  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
Senate,  or  that  it  is  now  within  the  view  of  this 
House  to  do  injustice  to  any  section  of  this  Con- 
federacy. Yet,  from  the  enactment  of  this  bill,. 
as  amended  by  the  Senate,  the  most  obvious  and 
manifest  injustice  would  accrae  to  almost  the 
entire  southern  portion  of  the  Union.  This  will 
appear  from  a  superficial  view  of  the  results 
arising  from  the  ratio  of  35,000,  which  has  been 
substituted  by  the  Senate. 

The  nine  States  to  the  north  and  eastward  of 
Maryland  contain  thefederal  number  of  3,546,848, 
and  then  their  aggregate  fractions  or  remainders 
amount  to  81,864.  The  eight  Southern  States, 
Inclusive  of  Maryland,  comprise  the  federal  num- 
ber (deducting  for  the  slaves^  of  3,037,412.  Thus 
three  and  a  half  millions  in  the  North  have  about 
eiglity  thousand  unrepresented,  while  only  about 
3.000,000  in  the  South  have  near  one  hundred 
and  seventy  thousand  unrepresented.    The  dis- 

Eroportion  is  enormous.  If  the  Northern  States 
ave  81,000  of  remainders,  the  Southern  States, 
according  to  the  law  of  proportion,  should  hav« 
69.000.  But  they  have  in  fact  167,000,  from 
which,  if  you  deuuct  the  rightful  proportion  of 
69,000.  it  will  be  evident  that  they  have  an  over 
proportion  of  unrepresented  remainders,  amount- 
ing to  98.000.  By  adopting  the  Senate's  amend- 
ment, the  Eastern  States,  moreover,  gain  nine 
Representatives,  and  the  Soothem  States  two 
only.  The  ratio  of  35.000  is  therefore  pecuKarly 
tinequal  in  Its  operation,  and  consequently  unjust. 
K  Mr.  Speaker,  the  principles  which  at  first 
guided  us  upon  this  suoject  are  now  to  be  de- 
serted, all^  that  I  ask  is  equality.  It  was  a  few 
days  ago  remarked  by  a  venerable  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Macon,)  that  at  last 
he  expected  this  matter  would  resolve  itself  into 
pen  and  ink  calculation.  Although  I  reposed 
much  in  the  discernment  of  that  gentleman,  I 
then  hoped  his  prediction  would  not  be  fulfilled. 
Ij  however,  now  begin  to  discover  strong  indica- 
tions that  it  is  to  be  verified.  If  so,  let  this  affair 
be  referred  for  ati  arithmetical  estimate.  Let  the 
calculations  be  only  made  with  tolerable  accu- 
racy, and  I  am  content. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  has  declared 
his  object  to  be  the  reduction  of  the  aggregate 
fra<ition,  and  he  therefore  takes  the  smallest  ra* 
tio.  The  entire  fraction  at  37,000  is  52  000  greater 
than  at  35,000.  Waiving  all  other  objections  to 
the  gentleman's  reasoning,  I  would  ask  him  if  it 
is  not  better  that  the  whole  nation  should  have 


an  additional  onrepresented  remainder  of  S2.0O'i 
than  that  the  Southernr  country  alone  sboold 
have  a  disproportionate  unrepresented  remstoder 
of  98.000?  ft  is  certainly  better  that  the  whole 
should  yield  fifty  than  one-half  near  aa  huadred. 

Geographical  comparisons  and  local  disti&c- 
tions  are  at  all  times,  sir,  repugnant  to  my  feel- 
ings. I  avoid  them  whenever  it  is  in  my  power. 
But  I  have  been  driven  into  the  remarks  whick 
i  have  made  by  the  course  this  business  and  tbe 
debate  upon  it  have  taken.  And  I  am  sorry  ihai 
I  am  under  the  necessity  of  still  trespassing  &r 
a  moment  on  the  attention  of  the  House  while  I 
answer  some  observations  of  the  genilemao  froa 
Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Smilie.)  If  I  understood 
the  gentleman,  ne  said  the  secret  was,  that  (ki 
Soutnern  people  wanted  the  preponderance,  h 
it  meant,  sir.  to  convey,  by  these  ezpressioos.u 
insinuation  tnat  there  are  Southern  men  ob  (bii 
floor  who  act  in  a  secret,  clandestine  way?  Wat 
profess  one  motive  and  act  from  another  ?  Who- 
ever may  be  intended,  the  observation  is  oomer- 
ited,  and  I  repel  it.  I  will  not,  for  a  moment. 
allow  myself  to  believe  that  there  is  any  man  is 
this  Assembly  who  would  be  capable  of  suck 
conduct, 

I  regret,  Mr.  Speaker  that  the  gentleman  his 
thought  it  necessary  on  this  occasion  to  call  orer 
the  roll  of  appointments  that  have  been  confetni 
on  particular  States,  and  that  he  has  entered  loa 
a  comparison  of  the  favors  received  by  Virgioii 
and  Pennsylvania  in  this  respect.  Topics  of  tbb 
sort  are  extremely  painful  to  me,  and  ioridioos 
in  tbemaeUes.  Without,  therefore,  entering  mf* 
hclf  at  all  on  the  subject,  I  will  only  obserre.ibt 
ifj  in  fact,  from  Virginia  there  have  been  more 
high  federal  officers  than  from  Pen  osy  Iran  it.  I 
will  leave  it  entirely  to  the  gentleman  from  ihi! 
State  to  calculate  the  causes  of  it. 

After  considerable  further  debate  the  quaiiofi 
that  the  Hoqse  do  concur  with  the  Senate  io  their 
first  amendment,  to  wit:  to  strike  out  the  words 
"  thirty*«even,"  before  the  word  ^*  thousand,"  aod 
insert  ^Uhirty-five,"  being  taken,  it  was  deter* 
mined  in  the  negative^yeas  65,  nays  64. 

Thoae  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are-- 
William  Anderson,  Stevenson  Archer,  I>aiuel  AT^ 

S,  Bxeklel  Bacon,  Josiah  Bardett,  Abijth  Bigekrv, 
armanns  Bleeeker,  Adam  Boyd,  Elijah  Brifhin, 
Bpapfaradstns  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Thoarti 
B.  Cooke,  John  Dawenpeit,  jr^  Boger  Davis,  StatA 
Dinsmore,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  WiUian  Fiod- 
ley,  James  Fiak,  Asa  Fitch*  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charitf 
GoldaboroQgh,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  BoUing  HaU,0bed 
Hall,  John  A«  Harper,  J^n  M.  Hynemaa,  Richtrd 
Jacluon,  jr.,  Philip  B.  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Robert  U 
Roy  Livingston,  Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  HaaH 
James  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Jonathan  0.  M<»^ 
lev,  WilUam  Paulding,  jr.,  William  Piper,  Tifflothv 
Pitkin,  junior,  Benjamm  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisbi 
R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  William  Reed,  Henir  M. 
Ridgely,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenetf? 
Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  George  Smitli. 
Silas  Stow,  Waiiam  Strong,  Lewis  B.Sturges,  George 
Sullivan,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Talhnadge,  Pe)e^ 
TaUman,  Uri  Tracy,  Charlea  Turner,  jr.,  Pisne  Vm 
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^orttondt,  jr.,  Labi.n  Wbeaton,  Leonard  White,  Wil- 
itm  Widgery,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are — 

Willis  Aliton,  jr^  John  Baker,  David  Bard,  Burwell 
tissett,  William  W.  Bibh^  WUliam  Blackledge,  Thom- 
I  Blount,  Jamee  Breckenridge,  Robert  Brown,  Wil- 
un  A.  BurwelK  William  Butler,  John  C.  Caihoun, 
itngdon  Chevea,  John  Olopton,  Lewip  Condit,  Wil- 
im  Crawford,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Deriia,  Elias 
iiTle,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson 
ioodwjD,  Edwin  Gray,  Felix  Grundy,  Aylett  Hawea, 
icob  Hafty,  Riohard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent, 
I'iiTiam  R.  King,  Abner  Lacoek,  Joeeph  .LefeTor, 
Meph  Lewis*  yaauot^  Peter  Little,  William  Lowndes, 
mon  Lyle,  Nethaniel  Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell» 
IvHnts  Moore,  Archibald  McBryde,  William  McCoy, 
bnuel  McKee»  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
ligh  NekoD,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton* 
tephen  Ormsby,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Piekena, 
tmes  Pleasants,  jr.,,  Jonn  Randolph,  Samuel  Ring- 
old,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  John 
Imith,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  John  Talia- 
arro,  George  M.  Troup,  Robert  WhitehUl,  David  R. 
Villiams,  Thomas  Wilson,  and  Richard  Winn. 

The  other  iamendmeata  of  the  Senate  to  the 
ill  being  governed  by  the  first  amend  me  at,  were, 
onsequeatlyj  disagreed  to. 


Mr.  PoR'tfia  said  that  the  House  were  probably 
expeciing  from  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Rela* 
(ioDs  some  ejplaoations  of  their  views  in  report- 
iog*  the  resolutions  now  ander  eoosiderationf  in 
addition  to  the  general  exposition  of  them  con* 
tainedl  in  the  report  itself.  The  committee  them- 
selves felt  that  such  explanations  were  due,  inas- 
much as  they  had  only  reported  in  part,  and  had 
intimated  their  intentioti  to  follow  up  these  reso- 
lutions, should  they  be  adopted,  by  the  recora* 
meodation  of  ulterior  measures. 

The  cjommittee,  Mr.  P.  said,  after  examiniojg 
the  various  documents  accompanying  the  Presi* 
dent's  Message,  were  satisfied,  as  he  pesumed 
every  member  of  the  House  was,  that  all  hopes  of 
accommodating  our  difiereocea  with  Great  Britain 
by  negotiation  must  be  abaodooed.  When  they 
looked  at  tbe  correspondence  between  the  two 
Governments;  when  they  observed  the  miserable 
shifts  and  evasions  (for  they  were  entitled  to  no 
better  appellation)  to  which  Great  Britain  resorted 
to  excuse  the  violations  of  our  maritime  rights,  it 
was  impossible  not  to  perceive  that  her  conduct 
towards  us  was  not  regulated  even  by  her  own. 
sense  of  jiistiee,  but  solely  by  a  regard  to  the 
probable  extent  of  our  forbearance.    The  last  six 

rr^Z^n""  nrflL"?  n"!;  ^n.Snn  nf  M.   P.w     years  had  becu  marked  by  a  scries  of  progressivo 
It  was  then  ordered,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ran-    1-^^«^u^.„..  ^„  «.-,  »:ikt^.  .^^  ti^^  *^5^^it^^ 

iLPH,that  a  conference  b^  held  with  the  Senate    t       u-  u    J?       "ur^i  ^  i  L   u^        principles 
,  u  la  «,uui*,icuvx:  uc  u^iu  wim  iuc:  i^cua4<;    y^^  which  shc  publicly  Upheld  hor  aggressioDS, 


in  the  subject- in  a  Iter  of  the  said  amendments ; 
Ad  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Lacock,  and  Mr.  Con- 
)IT,  were  appointed  maOiagers  at  the  said  confer- 
Dce  00  the  part  of  this  House. 


Friday,  December  6. 

Mr.  Bmott  presented  a  petition  of  Harrison 
isd  Lewis,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  merchants, 
nyinz  permission  to  import  from  the  British 
Vest  fadia  islands,  goods  to  tbe  amount  of  debts 
twing  to  them  by  certain  inhabitants  in  said 
tlaods.— Referred  to  the  Committee'  of  Com- 
Beree  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  SmLiB  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Pres- 
l»t  iod  Maaagers  of  the  Union  Canal  Com- 
nny  of  Pennsyrvania,  praying  the  aid  and  pat- 
Doage  of  the  General  Goirernment  in  accom- 
)lishiDg  the  extensive  and  useful  works  in  which 
hey  are  engaged ;  which  was  read,  and  referred 
0  a  select  committee. 

Messrs.  Smilib,  Ridoblt,  RfNOOOLD,  Baker, 
mdBLBBCKBR,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
Souse  that  the  Senate  irmai  on  thetr  amend- 
neots,  disagreed  to  by  this  Hou<ie,  to  tbe  bill  "  for 
be  apporiiooDient  of  Representatives  among  tbe 
icTeral  States  according  to  the  third  en  umera- 
ioQ  -p  agree  to  the  proposed  eonference,  and  have 
ippoiotd  managers  on  their  part  at  the  same. 

FOREIGN  RELATIONS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
>f  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  to  which 
Committee  of  the  Whole  was  committed  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations, 
iiade  some  days  ago. 

The  report  having  been  read- 


were  as.  mutable  as  her  conduct.  We  had  seen 
her  one  year  advancing  doctrines,  which  the 
year  before  she  had  reprobated.  We  had  seen 
her  one  day  capturing  our  vessels  under  pretexts, 
which  on  the  iMreceding  day  she  would  have  been 
ashamed  or  afraid  to  avow.  Indeed,  said  Mr.  P., 
she  seems  to  have  been  constantly  and  carefully 
feeling  our  pulse,  to  ascertain  what  potions  we 
would  bear ;  and  if  we  go  on  submitting  to  ooe 
indignity  after  another,  it  will  not  be  long  before 
we  shall  see  British  subjects,  not  only  taking  our 
property  in  our  harbors,  but  trampling  on  our 
persons  in  the  streets  of  our  cities. 

Having  become  convinced  that  all  hopes  from 
further  negotiation  were  idle,  the  committee,  Mr. 
P.  said,  were  led  to  the  consideration  of  another 
question,  which  was^-whether  the  maritime  rights 
which  Gbeat  Britain  is  violating  were  such  as  we 
ought  to  support  at  the  hazard  and  expense  of  a 
war  ?  And  he  believed  he  was  correct  in  stating 
that  tbe  committee  was  unanimously  of  the  opin- 
ion that  they  were.  The  committee  thought  that 
the  Orders  in  Council,  so  far  as  they  go  to  inter* 
rupt  our  direct  trade,  thai  is,  the  carrying  of  the 
productions  of  this  country  to  a  market  in  the 
ports  of  friendly  nations^  and  returning  with  the 
proceeds  of  them — ought  to  be  resisted  by  war. 
How  far  we  ought  to  go  in  support  of  what  b 
commonly  called  the  carrying  trade,  although 
the  question  was  agitated  in  tbe  committee,  no 
definitive  opinion  was  expressed*  It  was  not 
deemed  necessary,  at  this  time,  to  express  such 
an  opinion,  inasmuch  as  the  injury  we  .sustain  by 
the  inhibition  of  this  trade  is  merged  la  the 
greater  one  to  our  direct  trade. 
Tlie  Orders  in  Council,  Mr.  P.  said,  of  which 
I  there  seemed  now  to  be  no  prospect  of  a  speedy 
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repeal — cerUinly  none  during  th«  eonttaoBDce  of 
the  present  war — authorized  (be  capture  of  oar 
yesseb  bound  to  and  from  ports  wnere  British 
commerce  is  not  farorably  recerved;  and  as  that 
nation  is  at  war  with  most  of  the  cirilized  world, 
the  effect  was  (as  he  understood  from  those  who 
bad  much  better  information  on  the  subject  than 
be  could  pretend  to)  to  cut  up,  at  once,  about 
three-fourths  of  our  best  and  n^ost  profitable  com« 
meree.  It  was  impossible  that  the  mercantile 4>r 
agricultural  interests  of  the  United  States,  which 
on  the  question  of  a  right  to  the  direct  trade  could 
never  be  separated,  could  submit  to  such  imposi- 
tions. It  was  his  opinion,  that  going  upon  the 
E round  of  a  mere  pecuniary  calculation,  a  oalco- 
ition  of  prafirs  and  loss,  it  would  be  for  our  in- 
terest to  go  to  war  to  remove  the  Orders  in 
Council,  rather  than  submit  to  them,  even  during 
the  term  of  their  probable  continuance. 

But  there  was  another  point  of  view  in  which 
the  subject  presented  itself -to  the  conuntttee.  and 
tliat  was  as  regarded  the  character  of  the  covmtry. 
We  were  a  young  nation,  and  he  hoped  we  cber^ 
ished  a  little  pride  and  spirit,  as  well  as  a  great 
deal  of  justice  and  moderation.  Our  situation 
was  not  unlike  that  of  a  younc  man  just  entering 
into  life,  and  who,  if  he  tamely  submitted  to  one 
cool,  deliberate,  intentional  indignity,'might  safely 
calculate  to  be.  kicked  and  cuffed  for  the  whole  of 
the  remainder  of  his  life ;  or,  if  he  should  after- 
wards undertake  to  retrieve  his  character,  must 
do  it  at  ten  times  the  expense  which  it  would 
have  cost  him  at  first  to  support  it.  We  should 
clearly  understand  and  define  those  rights  which 
as  a  nation  we  ought  to  support,  and  we  should 
support  them  at  every  hazard.  If  there  be  any 
such  thing  as  rights  between  nations  surely  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  occupying  the  half 
of  a  continent,  have  a  right  to  navigate  the  seas, 
without  beiuff  molested  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
little  island  of  Gkeat  Britain. 

It  was  under  these  views  of  the  subject  that 
the  committee  did  not  hesitate  to  give  it  as  their 
opinion  that  we  ought  to  go  to  war  in  opposition 
to  the  Ordef s  in  Council.  But  as  to  the  extent 
of  the  war  and  the  tune  when  it  should  be  com- 
menced, there  would  of  course  be  some  diversity 
of  sentiment  in  the  House,  as  there  was,  at  first, 
in  the  committee. 

That  we  can  contend  with  Great  Britain  openly 
and  even  handed  on  the  element  where  she  in- 
jures us,  it  would  be  folly  to  pretend.  Were  it 
even  in  our  power  to  build  a  navy  which  should 
be  able  to  cope  with  her,  no  man  who  has  any 
regard  for  the  happiness  of  the  people  of  this 
country  would  venture  to  advise  such  a  measure. 
All  the  fame  and  glory  which  the  British  navy 
has  acquired  at  sea,  have  been  dearly  paid  for  in 
thesu&eringa-and  misery  of  that  ill-fated  people 
at  home — sufferings  occasioned  in  a  great  mea- 
sure by  the  expenae  of  that  stupendous  establish- 
ment But  without  such  a  navy  the  United 
States  could  make  a  serious  impression  upon 
Great  Britain,  even  at  sea.  We  could  have,  with- 
in six  months  after  a  declaration  of  war,  hundreds 
of  privateers  in  every  part  of  the  ocean.    We 


could  harass,  if  not  destroy » the  vast  and  pnit* 
able  commerce  which  she  is  eonstantlv  eanjit| 
on  to  every  part  of  this  continent.  We  cooU 
destroy  her  fisheries  to  the  north;  we  could  dep- 
redate npoa  her  commerce  -to  the  West  loda 
islands,  which  is  passing  by  our  doors ;  we  eooM 
annoy  her  trade  along  the  coast  of  South  Ameria; 
we  could  even  carry  the  war  to  her  own  shorn 
in  Europe.  But,  Mr.  P.  said,  there  was  sdoi^j 
point  where  we  could  attack  her,  and  where ibt 
ivould  leel  our  power  atill  naore  aeiisibly.  Wi 
could  deprive  her  of  her  eltensiveprovineeslyiflf 
along  our  borders  to  the  north.  These  proTiiee 
were  not  4)nly  immensely  valuable  in  thenseira, 
but  almost  indispensable  to  the  existence  of  Gtm 
Britain,  cut  off  as  she  now  is  in  a  great  raeasac 
from  the  north  of  Europe.  He  had  been  cn^Wkj 
informed  that  the  exports  from  Q^uebec 
amounted,  during  the  last  year,  to  near  six 
lioDs  of  dollars,  and  most  of  these  too  in  art 
of  the  first  necessity — io  ship  timber  and  io 
visions  for  the  support  of  her  fleets  and  armi 
By  carryinj^  on  such  a  war  as  be  bad  de^ril 
at  the  public  expense,  on  land,  and  by  indirid 
enterprise  at  sea,  we  should  be  able  in  t  sin 
time  to  remunerate  ourselves  tenfold  for  all 
spoliations  she  had  committed  on  our  commei 

It  was  with  a  view  to  make  preparatioos  f^ 
such  a  war,  that  the  committee  had  offered  il 
resolutions  on  the  table.    Whether  the  m 
recommended  were  adequate  to  the  object^ 
whether  they  were  best  adapted  to  the  eod,  i 
would  be  for  the  House,  when  they  came  tod 
cuss  theni  wparately,  to  determine.    For  himi 
Mr.  P.  said,  and  he  presumed  such  were  the  fi 
ings  of  all  the  members  of  the  eommiiiee, 
should  have  no  objections  to  aav  modificaii 
of  them  which  might  be  agreeable  to  the  Ho 
so  that  the  great  object  was  still  retained,  if  ik 
resolutioos,  or  any  other  similar  to  them  is  ol 
ject.  should  pass ;  it  was  then  the  inteatioo  of  di 
committee,^  as  soon  as^  the  forces  contemphi 
to  be  raised  should  be  in  any  tolerable  siau 
preparation,  to  reoommend  the  emplojroeDi 
them  for  the  purposes  for  which  they  shall  biTJ 
been  raised,  unless  Great  Britain  ahall,  ia  th 
mean  time,  have  done  us  justice.    In  short,  \ 
was  the  determination  of  the  committee  to  rt 
coaimendopeo  and  decided  war — a  warasrigtM 
ous  and  efl»otive  as  the  resources  of  the  coooirl 
and  the  relative  situation  of  ourselves  aodoa{ 
enemy  would  enable  us  to  prosecute. 

The  committee,  Mr.  P.  saidi  have  not  rtcod 
upended  this  coarse  of  measares  without  a  fol 
sense  of  the  high  respooaibility  which  they  harj 
taken  upon  themselves.  Tl^y  are  aware  tbi 
war,  even  in  its  best  and  laireat  form,  is  as  eri 
deeply  to  be  deprecated.  But  it  is  sometime^ 
and  on  few  occasions  perhaps  more  than  on  this 
a  necessary  evil.  For  myself,  I  confess  I  hari 
approached  the  subject  not  only  with  diffidesc^ 
but  with  awe.  But  I  will  never  shrink  from  m| 
doty  because  it  is  arduous  or  unpleasant;  andi 
can  most  religiously  declare  that  I  never  acte< 
under  stronger  or  clearer  convictions  of  duty  thai 
I  do  now  in  recommending  these  preparator] 
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leisures;  or.  thao  I  shall  uUiowtely  ia  recom- 
tendiog  war,  in  ease  Great  Britain  shall  not  have 
scioded  her  Orders  io  Council,  and  made  some 
usfactory  arrangements  in  respect  to  the  im- 
essmeat  of  our  seamen.  If  there  should  be  a  ay 
•nilemen  in  the  House  who  were  not  satisfied 
at  we  ought  to  go  to  war  for  our  maritime 
gbts,  Mr.  P.  earnestly  entreated  that  they  would 
)t  vote  for  the  resolutions.  Do  not.  said'he,  let 
(raise  armies,  unless  we  intend  to  employ  them, 
we  do  not  mean  to  support  the  rights  and  honor 

the  country,  let  us  not  drain  it  of  its  resources. 
Mr.  P.  said  be  wa.s  aware  that  there  were  many 
•Dtiemen  in  the  House  who  were  dissatisfied 
«t  the  committee  had  not  gone  further,  and 
commended  an  immediate  declaration  of  war. 

the  adoption  of  some  measure  which  would 
in  JDstaDtly  precipitated  us  into  it.  But  he 
mfessed  such  was  not  his  opinion.  He  had  no 
lea  of  pluogiog  ourselves  headlong  into  a  war 
iih  a  powerful  nation,  or  even  a  respectable 
rorioce,  when  we  had  not  three  regiments  of 
len  to  spare  for  that  service*  He  hoped  that  we 
loold  not  be  influenced  by  the  howiitigs  of  news* 
ipers,  Qor  by  a  fear  that  the  spirit  of  the  Twelfth 
bDgress  would  be  questioned,  to  abandoii  the 
binest  dictates  of  common  sense  and  common 
Bcreiion.  He  was  sensible  that  there  were  many 
i)od  men  out  of  Congress,  as  well  as  many  of  his 
Est  friends  in  it,  whose  appetites  were  prepared 
)ra  war  feast.  He  was  not  surprised  at  it,  for 
e  knew  the  provocatives  had  been  sufficiently 
reat.  But  he  hoped  they  would  not  insist  on 
lllini;  in  the  guests,  at  least,  until  the  table 
toold  have  been  spread.  When  this  wa3  done, 
e  pledged  himself,  in  behalf'of  the  Committee  of 
foreign  Relations,  that  the  gentlemen  should  not 
e  disappointed  of  the  entertainment  for  want  of 
iddiog ;  and  be  believed  be  might  also  pledge 
imself  for  many  of  the  members  of  the  com* 
tittee,  that  they  would  not  be  among  the  last 
9  partake  personally,  not  only  in  the  pleasures. 
faoy  there  should  be,  but  in  ail  the  dangers  or 
be  rerelry. 

Mr.  P.  said  that  this  was  the  time  and  occasion 
■0  which,  above  all  others,  within  his  experience, 
re  should  act  in  concert.  If  the  ultimate  object 
•f  the  great  body  of  this  House  and  of  this  nation 
vasthe  same,  and  so  far  as  he  had  been  able  to 
uM^ertam  the  sentiments  of  both,  it  was— there 
roalJ  be  no  difficulty  in  attaining  it.  But  we 
oust  yield  something  to  the  opinions,  and  to  the 
Kliogs  of  each  other.  Instead  of  indulging  in 
ttfty  reflections  and  recriminations  in  this  House,. 
|«  hoped  that  the  whole  of  the  House  and  of  the 
Jdiod  would  form  but  one  party  and  consider  a 
oreigQ  nation  as  the  other. 

Mr.  P.  said  he  had  risen  merely  for  the  purpose 
^f  explaining  to  the  House  the  opinions  and  views 
)f  the  committee  in  relation  to  the  resolutions 
low  to  be  discussed,  and  he  should  be  satisfied  if 
ie  bad  been  so  fortunate  as  to  succeed. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  first  reso- 
jUtioa  for  filling  the  ranks  of  the  present  army, 
kc.,  and  carried. 

12tli.Co5.  Ist  Slss.— 14 


The  seoond  resolution  for  raising  ten  thousand 
regulars  being  under  consideration — 

Mr.  Little  mored  to  strike  out  ten  thousand 
and  insert  (ifteen  thousand. 

Mr.  FiSK  moved  to  insert  thirty  thousand. 

Mr.  Alston  wished  to  leave  the  number  sub- 
ject to  the  discretion  of  the  President,  not  ex- 
ceeding fifty  thousand  men.  If  the  number  waa 
fixed,  the  President  must  appoint  officers,  whe- 
ther the  men  were  raised  or  not. 

The  question  was  taken  on  striking  out  the 
nuinber  ten  thousand,  &c.,and  carried  by  a  large 
majority. 

The  question  now  being  on  the  number  which 
was  to  be  inserted  in  lieu  of  it — 

Mr.  Porter  was  in  favor  of  a  practicable  num- 
ber of  regulars,  relying  on  voluuteers  for  effective 
service  as  well  as  regulars. 

Mr.  Little  spoke  in  support  of  his  motion. 

Mr.  Wriqbt  spoke  io  favor  of  a  large  number 
of  regulars. 

Mr.  FisK  spoke  in  favor  of  thirty  thousands 
he  was  desirous  that  our  measures  should  be 
effectual. 

Mr.  Little  spoke  inTavor  of  the  House  fixing 
the  number,  io  preference  to  lea  ring  it  discre- 
tionary with  the  Executive. 

Mr.  Nelson  spoke  in  favor  of  the  number  re- 
ported by  the  committee. 

Mr.  Sgtbert  spoke  in  favor  of  thirty  thousand 
men.  He  was  desirous  of  acting  efficiently  if 
at  all. 

Mr.  Wright  spdke  in  reply  to  Mr.  Nelson, 
and  in  favor  of  regular  troops  in  preference  to 
volunteers. 

Mr.  Smilie  thought  ten  thousand  men  would 
be  a  sufficient  number,  together  with  the  volun- 
teers, for  any  object  tbev  might  be  wanted  for. 

Mr.  Porter  proposed  that  the  number'should 
remain  blank,  as  it  could  be  better  fixed  when  the 
bill  was  brought  io,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  Nelson  spoke  in  reply  to  some  observa- 
tions of  Mr.  Wright  on  the  relative  importance 
of  regulars  and  volunteers;  and  Mr.  Wriobt 
rejoined. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  D.  R.  Williams, 
the  motions  to  fill  the  blank  created  by  striking 
out  '*ten  thousand,"  were  withdrawn;  and  the 
resolution,  thus  varied,  was  agreed  to. 

The  3d,  4th,  and  5th  resolutions,  authorizing 
volunteers,  militia,  and  equipment  of  our  little 
navy,  were  agreed  to  by  tne  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  sixth  resolution,  to  permit  our  merchant 
vessels  to  arm  in  self-defence,  against  all  unlaw- 
ful proceedings  against  them,  being  under  con- 
sideration— 

Mr.  McKee  spoke  against  it,  conceiving  it  at 
variance  with  the  system  comprised  in  the  other 
resolutions.  He  had  no  idea  of  merely  resisting; 
if  attacked,  he  would  retaliate. 

Mr.  Smilie  supported  the  resolution.  If  we 
were  not  now  in  war  he  said  he  verily  believed 
we  soon  should  be. 

Mr.  Wright  took  the  s^me.  ground  with  Mr» 
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McKee,  and  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
adding  thereto  words  similar  to  the  following : 
"  And  if  attacked  by  any  vessel  contrary  to  the 
law  of  nations,  to  capture  and  bring  them  in  for 
adjudication." 

Mr.  Porter  explained.  The  proposed  amend- 
ment would  make  the  resolution  an  act  of  war, 
which  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  committee 
to  declare  in  this  report,  or  to  commence  nntil 
they  had  prepared  for  it. 

Mr.  Wrigbt's  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  McKes  said  the  parties  had  joined  issue, 
the  pleadings  were  made  up;  the  case  was  now 
to  be  decided  by  battle,  and  not  by  jury.  He, 
therefore,  desired  to  retain  the  sinews  of  our 
strength,  and  moved  an  amendment  contempla* 
ting  an  embargo  for  ninety  days  on  vessels  in  our 
ports,  &c. 

The  motion  was  declared  to  be  oat  of  order. 

The  sixth  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  their  agree* 
ment  to  the  resolution. 

The  House  took  up  the  report. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  first  resolution-^ 

Mr.  Randolpb,  wishing  time,  moved  that  the 
report  lie  on  the  table. — Motion  lost — 65  to  50. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  first  reso- 
4ution,  in  the  following  words: 

'<  Resolved,  That  the  Militaiy  Establishment,  as  au- 
thorised by  the  existing  law«»  ought  to  be  immediately 
completed  by  filling  up  the  ranks,  and  prokinging  the 
enlistment  of  thc^  troops ;  and  that  to  encourage  en- 
listments, a  bounty  in  lands  ought  to  be  given  in  sddi- 
tion  to  the  pay  and  bounty  now  allowed  by  law." 

The  following  are  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question : 

Ykas — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  Ste- 
venson Archer,  Daniel  Avery,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  John 
Baker,  David  Bard,  Josiah  Bartlett,  Burwell  Bassett, 
WilUam  W.  Bibb,  William  BUckledge,  Harmsnus 
Bleecker,  Thomas  Blount,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breck- 
enridge,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  William 
Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Laogdon  Cheves,  Martin 
Chittenden,  John  Clopton,  Thomas  B.  Cooke,  Lewu 
Condit,  William  Crawford,  Roger  Davis,  John  Daw- 
son, Joseph  Desha,  Elias  Earle,  William  Ely,  James 
Emott,  WUUam  Findley,  James  Fisk.  Asa  Fitch,  Me- 
shack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Thomas  R.  Gold, 
Charles  Goldsborough,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin 
Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall, 
Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob 
Hofly,  John  M.  Hyncman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Jo- 
seph Kent,  PhiUp  B.  Key,  William  R.  King,  Abner 
Laeock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Peter  Lit- 
tle, Robert  Le  Roy  LiTingston,  William  Lowndes, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell, 
Thomas  Moore,  Archibald  McBryde,  William  McCoy, 
Bamael  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  Metcalf, 
James  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  James  Morgan, 
Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  New- 
bold,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  William 
Paulding,  jr.,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  Williiun 
Piper,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  James  Pleasants,  jr.,  Ben- 
jamin Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Josiah  Quincy,  William 
Reed,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea, 
John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebeneser  Sage,  Thom- 
as Sammons,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Sam- 
uel 8haW|  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith, 


Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Stew,  WiOiaa  Stroag,  Gm^ 
Snllivan,  SamueJ  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallsudfc,  hh 
leg  Tallman,  John  TaUaferro,  Uri  Tracy,  GeOTgeft 
Troop,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Pi«rre  Van  Coitlsiuit, 
Leonard  White,  Robert  WhitehiU,  David  R.  Wi] 
WUlUm  Widgery,  Thomas  Wilson,  Ricliaid  W 
and  Robert  Wright~117. 

Nats — Abijah  Bigelow,  Elijah  Brigkam,  E_ 
dttas  Chsmpion,  John  Davenport,  jr^  Richard  Ji 
son,  jr.,  Lyman  Law,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  John 
dolph,  Richard  Stanford,  Lewis  B.  Stnrges,  and 
Wheaton— IL 

Mr.  Golds B OR ocGH,  after  expressing  his  reti 
ness,  should  war  be  once  determined  nnd  decl 
by  the  Administration,  to  go  all  len^hs  to 
port  it,  but  wishing  further  time  for  reflectioa 
so  important  a  subject,  made  a  motion  to 
journ;  which  was  carried,  and  the  House 
journed. 


Saturday,  December  7. 

Mr.  Pi*BABANT8  presented  a  remoDstrance 
petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  St.  Louis, 
the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  stating  the  maajr 
juries  and  inconveniences  which  von  Id  r« 
from  a  change  in  their  form  of  eovernroent, 
prsjring  that  no  alteration  may  be  made  in  ti 
said  form  of  government. — Referred  to  the  G 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  providing  for 
government  of  the  said  Territory. 

Mr.  Rhea  presented  a  petition  of  sondry 
habitants  of  the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  prajri 
that  the  second-grade  of  Territorial  ^vemi 
may  be  extended  to  the  said  Territory. — Refe 
to  the  Committee  o/  the  Whole  on  the  bill . 
viding  for  the  government  of  the  said  Territi 

Mr.  Lyle  presented  a  petition  of  the  Synod 
Pittsburg,  in  Pennsylvania,  praying  thai  the  m 
may  not  be  carried,  and  that  post  offices  may 
be  kept  open  on  the  Sabbath  day.-^Referred 
the  rosmaster  General,  to  consider  and  re| 
thereon  to  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tallmadoe,  the  Postmaster 
General  was  directed  to  lay  before  the  Hoose  aa 
estimate,  in  detail,  of  the  espeo^a  which  wouli 
necessarily  be  incurred  to  repair  the  buildiof 
which  has  been  purchased  by  the  Qovernmeat 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  General  Post 
Office  and  Patent  Office,  thai  the  objecu  for 
which  said  purchase  was  made  mny  be  carriei 
into  effect. 

Mr.  Jennings^  from  the  committee  appoint^ 
on  the  twenty-eighth  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  (a 
authorize  the  election  of  Sheriffs  in  the  Indiana 
Territory,  and  for  other  purposes;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  ol 
the  Whole  on  Friday  next. 


Monday,  December  9. 
REMISSION  OF  DUTIES. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  made  an  unfavorable 
report  on  the  petition  of  Taylor  and  Richards ; 
which  was  concurred  in.  The  report  is  as  fol- 
lows : 
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That  the  p«titioB«n  ttale^  tlMt  GuatoTiui  Uptoa,  in 
lober,  1807,  purchased,  in  France,  sundry  articles 

nteichaQdise,  which,  in  the  month  of  February, 
)8,  were  shipped  in  the  Ceres,  for  New  York,  and 

Toyage  commenced,  but  which  was  relanded  in 
tsequeoce  of  ioformation  received,  that  the  British 
Ternment  had  issued  orders  for  the  capture  of  ail 
Krican  Tcssels  bound  to  or  from  the  ports  of  France, 
tt  no  safe  opportunity  offering  for  the  conveyance 
ihe  merchandise  to  the  United  States,  in  December, 
W,  when  one  of  the  petitioneiB  (Oustavus  Upton) 
t  France  for  Gvent  Britain ;  having  prenonsly  given 
Iractioiis  to  Measra.  KeCarthy  and  Brothers  of  Bois 
tax  to  ship  tho  moichaadise  to  the  United  Stntas 
KtJj,  if  a  ooDTiynnce  eoald  be  ohitined;  and,  if 
^  to  forward  the  aame  to  England,  whenee,  it  was 
>poM(l,  the  merchaadiso  night  bo  shipped  to  the 
itcd  States,  with  oaoe  and  salbty.  The  pelitioners 
ther  lUte,  that,  on  the  12th  of  April,  1809,  a  con- 
rance  wss  engaged  for  the  said  merchandise  for 
odoD,  ID  the  ship  Yang  Fran  Agena  Sophia,  of 
liphaoseD.  On  the  mercbimdise  arriving  in  the  p<«t 
London,  liberty  to  land  the  samOt  for  sale,  was  re- 
ted,  bat  granted  to  reship  it  for  the  United  States ; 
iich  wu  done  in  Junfe,  1809,  on  board  the  Rhadlua, 
plain  Parly,  for  New  York,  and  reached  that  port 

the  18th  of  October,  1809,  in  contravention  of 
)  let  of  Congress,  entitled  ''An  act  to  intfrdict  the 
nmercial  intercourse  between  the  United  States  and 
att  Britain  and  France,  and  their  dependencies,  and 
t  other  pQfposer,"  passed  the  1st  of  March,  1800. 
M  petitioners  further  state,  thait,  on  the  arrival  of 
I  nid  merduindise  al  Htm  York,  they  gave  notiee 
Reofto  the  coUectoir,  and  that  they  had  no  intention 
violating  any  law ;  that  thn  merchandiso,  notwitb- 
ndiDg  the  faur  and  open  prooeduio  of  the  petition- 
K  wu  taken  into  the  custody  of  the  tevenue  officers, 
d  that,  on  a  petition  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaa- 
h  in  conformity  to  the  act,  entitled  ^'An  act  to  pro- 
le for  mitigating  or  remitting  the  forfoitures,  pen- 
icst  and  disabilities  accruing  in  certain  cases  there^ 
menUoned,**  he  decided  that  the  said  merchandise 
>ald  be  delivered  to  the  petitioners,  on  their  pay- 
nt  of  costs,  double  duties  on  the  articles  imported 
ktraiy  to  law,  and  a  sum  equal  to  the  extra  duties 
posed  by  this  decision,  for  the  us^  of  the  custom 
BK  oflficen  at  New  York ;  with  which  decision 
I  petitioners  complied.  They  now  pray  the  National 
iwiatare  that  the  snms  of  money  wluch  they  have 
n  made  to  pay,  over  and  above  the  legal  dnties, 
7hefslundad. 

I^  eommittee  can  sea  no  great  hardship  in  this 
^  Tbe  mer^andiae  seiaed  was  prohibited,  and  the 
^  importation,  had  a  proaaeution  been  inalitulad, 
^lidhave  been  condemned  as  an  importation  eon- 
Tening  the  provisions  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
ifiterdict  the  commercial  intercourse  between  the 
lited  States  and  Great  Britain  and  France  and  their 
i^endencies,  and  for  other  purposes,"  passed  the  1st 
f  of  March,  1809.  The  petitioners  or  shippers  must 
'e  known  that  the  merchandise  was  liable  to  seizure 
^  to  the  shipment  of  the  same  at  London  for  the 
nted  States,  the  shipment  having  taken  place  more 
tti  three  months  subsequent  to  the  passage  of  the 
oveoentioned  act 

^  far  from  being  liable  to  the  charge  of  rigor  in  the 
plication  of  law  to  the  petitioners'  case,  the  com- 
ttee  are  of  opinion  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
ty exerdsed  the  powers  with  which  he  is  by  law  in- 
««Ji  with  grtat       '      • 


From  this  view  of  the  subject,  the  committee 
leave  to  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  r 
lution : 

JUMobfcd,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  is  un 
Bonable,  and  onght  not  to  be  granted. 

FOREIGN  RELATIONS. 

The  Hoase  resamed  the  consideration  of 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relation! 

The  question  being  on  the  agreement  to 
seeodd  resolutioDj  aathorizing  the  raising  an 
ditional  regular  force — 

Mr.  GftONDTj  as  a  member  of  the  commit 
stated  his  impreFsion  that  this  was  the  vital  par 
the  report ;  and  althoag h  he  had  no  desire  to  f 
long  debate,  invited  those  who  were  opposec 
the  report  now  to  come  forward  and  state  ti 
objecciona  to  it. 

Mr.  RANno£iPB  said,  he  was  an  old-fashio 
politician.    In  the  days  of  terror,  we  shrunk 
standing  armieft;  and  what  b  the  object  noi 
defence?    Whol    Freemen  who  would  not 
fend  themselves.    He  would  ask,  if  seven  miili 
of  Americans  were  to  be  protected  in  their  li 
and  liberties  by  ten  thousand  vagabonds  who  k 
fit  food  for  gunpowder  ?    It  would  be  necessar 
know  the  ulteripr  views  of  the  committee  on  i 
poin  t.    It  would  be  proper,  before  a  vote  was  ta 
on  this  resolution,  to  know  for  what  purpose  th 
additional  troops  were  wanted.    The  House  ou 
not  to  commit  itself  on  a  question  of  such  m^ 
tude  without  detailed  information.     He  was 
much  opposed  to  raising  standing  armies  now 
be  had  been  io  the  reign  of  terror.    He  had  s 
too  much  of  the  corruptions  attendant  on  these 
tablishmenis,  in  the  course  of  the  investigatioi 
which  he  was  engaged,  not  to  disclaim  alfshari 
the  creation  of  them.    The  people  of  the  Uni 
States  could  defend  themselves,  if  necessary,  i 
had  no  idea  of  resting  their  defence  on  merce 
ries,  picked  up  from  brothels  and  tippliog  house 
pickpockets  who  have  escaped  from  Newgate,  i 
and  sought  refuge  in  this  asylum  of  oppressed 
maniiy.    He  contended  that  this  resolution  c 
tained  an  unconstitutional  proposition,  and  t 
the  standing  army  now  in  the  service  of  the  Ud: 
States  was  maintained  in  the  very  teeth  of  t 
part  of  the  Constitution  which  declares  that 
money  for  the  support  of  a  standing  army  she 
he  appropiated  for  more  than  two  years, 
again  called  for  information  as  to  the  object  of 
army  now  proposed  to  be  raised  ;  declaring,  t 
if  the  president  should  say  they  were  necesa 
for  the  protection  of  New  Orleans,  to  be  emplo 
axainst  the  Indians,  or  to  repel  incursions  fi 
Canada,  (althoMgh  this  seemed  not  to  be  m 
thought  of,)  he  should  not  refuse  to  grant  th 
He  declared  the  report  to  be  a  negative  posit 
which  could  not  be  combated  except  to  duadv 
tage.     He  wished  to  know  the  Constitutic 
resources  of  the  committee,  and  expressed  a  h 
that  the  remarks  he  had  made  would  draw  out 
talents  of  that  body. 

Mr.  Gbunoy. — 1  did  not  expect  that  the  gen 
man  from  Virginia  would  have  made  any  in^ 
ries  into  the  motives  or  objects  of  that  commi 
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of  which  be  himself  was  a  member.  He,'  sir,  at« 
tended  faithfully  to  his  duty,  and  witnessed  every 
step  the  committee  took.  He  also  saw  the  report 
before  it  was  m;kde  to  this  House,  and  must  have 
heard  the  exposition  of  oiir  ulterior  measures,  as 
explained  by  our  Chairman.  Why,  then,  sir, 
shall  he  now  affect  not  to  understand  us?  Our 
object,  by  those  who  will  listen,  shall  not  be  mis- 
understood. And,  Mr.  Speaker,  as  I  have  no 
political  secrets,  1  feel  no  hesitation  in  deolarins^ 
to  you,  to  this  House,  and  to  the  nation,  the  view 
I  have  taken  of  the  subject.  But  before  I  do  this, 
it  is  due  to  the  committee  that  yin  explanation  of 
their  conduct  should  take  place. 

So  soon  as  the  Committee  on  our  Foreign  Re- 
lations was  appointed,  we  wer'e  forcibily  im- 
pressed with  the  serious  and  highly  responsible 
station  you  had  assigned  us;  to  that  committee, 
consisting  of  nine  members  only,  were  not  only 
the  eyes  of  this  House  but  of  the  nation  turned ; 
and  Irom  us,  in  this,  the  most  troubled  season  our 
world  has  ever  known,  was  it  expected,  that  a 
eourse  of  measures  would  be  recommended,  cal« 
culated  to  protect  the  interests  of  seven  millions 
of  people.  Under  this  impression,  Mr.  Speaker, 
we  deemed  it  a  duty  to  take  time  for  deliberation; 
we  thought  ic  better  to  encounter  the  charge  of 
having  acted  in  a  tardy  and  dilatory  way,  than 
to  take  a  rash  step,  by  which  this  nation  might 
be  plunged  into  difficulties,  from  which  it  could 
not  be  easily  extricated.  We  therefore  took  the 
necessary  time  to  weigh  the  arguments  both  for 
and  against  the  measures  we  have  recommended ; 
and,  as  far  as  we  were  able,  we  surveyed  the 
consequences  which  were  to  follow  from  the 
course  we  proposed.  We  foresaw^  Mr.  Speaker, 
that  our  countrymen  were  to  fall  in  the  meditated 
conflict,  and  that  American  blood  was  to  stream 
afresh.  Nor  were  we  unmindful  of  the  expendi- 
ture of  public  treasure.  And,  sir,  what  cost  me 
more  reflection  than  everything  else  was  the  new 
teat  to  which  we  are  to  put  this  Government. 
We  are  about  to  ascertain  by  actual  experiment 
how  far  our  Republican  institutions  are  calcn^ 
lated  to  stand  the  shock  of  war,  and  whether, 
after  foreign  danger  disappeared,  we  can  again 
assume  our  peaceful  attitude,  without  endanger- 
ing the  liberties  of  the  people. 

Against  these  considerations,  weighty  in  them- 
selves, your  committee  felt  themselves  constrained 
to  decide,  influenced  by  existing  circumstances 
of  a  character  too  imperious  to  be  resisted :  these  I 
will  enumerate  before  I  sit  down.  My  business 
at  present  is  to  address  a  particular  portion  of  the 
members  of  this  House^I  mean,  sir,  the  Repub- 
lican menabers— and  although  what  I  am  about 
to  ny  miffht  be  deemed  impolitic  on  ordinary 
subjects  of  legislation,  yet,  at  this  time  and  on 
this  occasion,  it  would  be  criminal  to  conceal  a 
single  thought  which  might  influence  their  de- 
termination. We  irhould  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  for- 
get little  party  animosities,  we  should  mingle 
minds  freely,  and,  as  far  as  we  are  able,  commune 
with  the  understandings  of  each  other;  and,  the 
decision  once  made,  let  us  become  one  people, 


and  present  an  undivided  front  to  the  eneniKstffi 
our  country.  ^ 

Republicaus  should  never  forget  that 
years  aeo  a  set  of  men  of  difierent  politics  heidu 
reins  of  this  Government,  and  drove  the  eari 
State  ;  they  were  charged  with  being  friecdlf  t 
standing  armies  in  times  of  peace,  and  raT( 
to  expensive  establishments;  not  for  the  poi 
of  opposing  foreign  enemies,  but  to  encoai 
Executive  patronage,  and  to  bring  these  fa 
to  operate  upon  the  people  themaelves. 
measures  alarmed  the  Repablicans ;  they 
strated,  they  clamored,  they  appealed  to  the  ^ 
pie,  and  by  a  national  sentence,  the  men  tbcaj 
power  were  taken  down  from  their  high 
and  Republican  men  were  put  in  their  seats. 
.  If  your  minds  are  resolved  on  wsr,  jot 
consistent,  you  are  right,  you  are  still 
cans;  but  if  von  are  not  resolved,  psiuse  ao^ 
fleet,  for  should  this  resolution  pass,  and  yoai 
become  faint-hearted,  remember  thar  yon 
abandoned  your  old  principles,  and  trod  ia 
paths -of  your  predecessors. 

According  to  my  view  of  this  subject 
Speaker,  we  now  stand  on  the  bank  ;  one 
ment  cnare,  the  Rubicon  is  passed,  we  are  in 
and  we  must  march  to  Rome. 

As  a  member  of  the  committee,  I  feel  no 
tation  in  saying,  that  if  there  be  a  member 
not  determined  to  so  with  us,  to  the  exteatj 
our  measures,  I  prefer  now  to  take  my  ieafi 
him,  rather  then  be  deserted  when  the  cU 
darken,  and  the  storm  ihiekens  upon  ur. 

This  admonition  I  owed  to  eandor — ^I 
paid  it,  not  because  I  doubted;  my  purpose 
settled,  my  mind  reposes  upon  ir.     I  may  be  j 
an  error.    If  I  am,  I  hope  mv  country  will  f« 
give  me.    From  my  God  f  shall  never  need  itJ 
cause  he  knows  the  purity  of  my  motives. 

1  will  now  state  the  reasons  which  influcDC^, 
the  committee,  in  recommending  the  measortfi 
now  before  us. 

It  is  not  the  carrying  trade,  properly  so  calla^ 
about  which  this  nation  and  Great  JSritain  uti 
at  present  contending.  Were  this  the  only  qiM^i 
tion  now  under  consideration,  I  should  feel  gratf 
unwillingness  (however  clear  our  claim  mi^ 
be)  to  involve  the  nation  in  war,  for  the  assv^ 
tion  of  a  right,  ia  Che  enjoyment  of  which  tte 
community  at  large  are  not  more  deeply  cm* 
cerned.  The  true  queetion  in  controversy,  is  d 
a  yery  different  character;  it  involves  the  inter- 
est of  the  whole  nation  :  It  is  the  right  of  ex- 
porting the  productions  of  our  own  soil  and  ia- 
dustry  to  foreign  market's..  Sir,  our  vessels  are 
now  captured  when  destined  to  the  ports  of 
Finance,  and  condemned  by  the  British  Courts  of 
Admiralty,  without  even  the  pretext  of  having 
on  board  contraband  of  war,  enemies'  properifj 
or,  baying  in  any  other  respect  violated  the  lavs 
of  nations.  These  depredations  on  our  lawful  cosa- 
merce,  under  whatever  ostensible  pretence  com- 
mitted, are.  not  to  be  traced  to  any  maxims  or 
rules  of  public  law,  but  to  the  maritime  supre- 
macy, and  pride  of  the  JSritish  nation.  This  hos- 
tile and  unjust  policy  of  that  country  toward«  a^ 


5 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


426 


;ember,  1811. 


Foreign  JRelaHow, 


H.  OP  R. 


te: 


ot  to  be  wondered  at,  when  we  recollect  that 

United  States  are  already  the  second  com* 
■cial  nation  in  the  world.  The  rapid  growth 
ur commercial  importancej  has  not  only  awak- 
d  the  jealoQsy  of  the  commercial  interests  of' 
at  Britain,  but  her  statesmen,  no  doubt,  anti- 
;te  with  deep  concern,  the  maritime  greatness 
his  Republic. 

'be  unjust  and  unprecedented  demands  now 
ie  by  Great  Britain,  that  we  shall  cause  the 
lets  of  the  Continent  to  be  opened  to  her 
iQfactores,  fully  justifies  the  views  I  have 
rested. 

Miat  we  as  a  neutral  nation  should  interfere 
reen  belligerents  in  their  mnnicipal  regola- 
a.  will  not  be  contended  for  by  any  one. 
itn  the  course  pursued  by  that  nation  for  some 
rs  past,  it  evidently  appears,  that  neither  pub<- 
law  nor  justice,  but  power  alone,  is  made  by 

the  test  of  raaritime  rights. 
Vhat,  Mr.  Speaker,  tire  we  now  called  on  to 
ide  ?   It  is.  whether  we  will  resist  by  force 

attempt,  made  b^  that  Government,  to  sub- 
t  our  maritime  rights  to  the  arbitrary  and 
iricious  rule  of  her  will ;  for  my  part  I  aiti  not 
spared  to  say  that  this  country  shall  submit 
bare  her  commerce  interdicted  or  regulated^ 
•ny  foreign  nation.  Sir,  I  prefer  war  to  sub- 
nion. 

)yer  and  above  these  unjust  pretensions  of  the 
itish  Government,  for  many  years  past  they 
re  been  ia  the  practice  of  impressing  our  sea- 
(Bt  from  merchant  vessels ;  this  unjust  and 
rless  iovaston  of  personal  liberty,  calls  loudly 

the  interposition  of  this  Government.  .To 
ae  better  acquainted  with  the  facts, in  relation 
it,  I  leave  it  to  fill  up  the  picture. .  My  mind 
irresistibly  drawn  to  the  West. 
AithoQgh  others  may  not  stroop^ly  feel  the 
triog  which  the  late  trtmsaetions  m  that  qnar- 
r  have  on  this  subject,  upon  my  mind  they  have 
eat  influence.  It  cannot  be  believed  by  any 
ID  who  will  reflect,  that  the  savage  tribes,  un- 
ftoeoced  by  other  Powers,  would  think  of  mak- 
K  ^ar  OD  the  United  States.  They  understanil  ' 
0  well  their  own  Weakness,  and  our  strength, 
wy  hare  already  fell  the  weight  of  our  arms'; 
cy  koow  they  hold  the  very  soil  on  which  they 
'« as  tenants  at  sufierance.  How,  then,  sir,  are 
e  to  account  for  their  late  conduct  ?  In  one  way 
Vy;  some  powerful  nation  must  have  intrigued 
^th  them,  and  turned  their  peaceful  disposition 
iwarJs  us  into  hostilities,  ureal  Britain  alone 
^  intercourse  with  those  Northern  tribes;  I 
Krefore  iofer,  that  if  British  gold  has  not  been 
^ployed,  their  baubles  and  trinkets,  and  the  pro- 
^^  of  support  and  a  place  of  refuge  if  necessary, 
»f;  had  their  effeet. 

^1  1  am  right  in  this  conjecture,  war  is  not  to 
<>^mcDee  by  sea  or  land,  it  is  already  begun  ; 
r  ^^^  of  the  richest  blood  of  our  country  has 
^J^iheea  shed.  Yes,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  one  in- 
fi!)  k  ^^^  fftUeQ)  the  honest  man,  the  orator, 
JJ  Jhe  soldier.  That  he  loved  his  country  none 
•^wubt--he  died  to^preserve  its  honor  and  its 

^^^  mean  the  late  oommander  of  the  cavaky ; 


you,  sir,  who  have  often  measured  your  strength 
with  his  in  forensic  debate,  can  attest  that  he  in 
a  good  degree,  was  the  pride  of  the  Western, 
country,  and  Kentucky  claimed  him  as  a  favorite 
son.  For  his  loss,  with  those .  who  fell  by  bis 
side,  the  whole  Western  country  is  ready  to 
march  ;  they  only  wait  for  our  permission  ;  and 
sir,  war  once  declared,  I  pledge  myself  for  my 
people-— they  will  avenge,  the  death  of  their 
brethren. 

Another  eoiisideratiott  drawn  from  oar  past 
conduct  demands  the  course  we  have  proposed. 
In  the  year  1808,  Congress  declared  that  this  na» 
tion  had  but  three  altfernatives  left — war, embargo, 
or  submission ;  since  that  time  no  advantageous 
change  has  taken  place  in  our  foreign  relations; 
we  now. have  no  embargo,  we  have  not  declared 
war.  I  then  say  it,  with  humiliatioa,  produced 
by  the  degradation  of  my  country,  we  have  sub* 
mitted.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  derive  no  pleasure  from 
speaking  in  this  way  of  pxy  country,  hut  it  ia 
true,  and,  however  painfql  the  truth  may  be.  it 
should  be  told. 

Another  reason  operates  on  my  mind ;  we 
stand  pledged  to  the  French  nation  to  continue 
in  force  our  non-importation  law  against  Britain  ; 
without  a  violation  of  national  faith  we  cannot 
repeal  it.  What  effects  is  the  operation  of  this 
law  producing  ?  It  is  demoralising  our  citizens  s^ 
men  of  commercial  habits  cannot  easily  change 
their  course  of  life ;  those  who  have  lived  in  af* 
fluence  and  ease  cannot  consent  to  beg  for  bread* 
No, air,  they  will  violate  this  law,  they  will  smug- 
gle;, and,  sir}  in  politics,  as  in  private  life,  if  yon 
wish  men  to  remain  virtuous,  lead  them  not  mto 
tenoptatiott. 

This  restrictive  system  operates  unequally ; 
some  parts  of  the  Union  enjoy  the  same  advan- 
tages which  they  possessed  when  no  difficulties 
attended  pur  foreign  relations ;  others  suffer  ex- 
tremely. Ask  the  Northern  man,  and  he  will 
tell  you  that  any  state  of  things  is  better  than 
the  present ;  inquire  of  the  Western  people  why, 
their  crops  are  not  emial  to  what  they  were  in 
former  years,  they  will  answer  that  industry  has 
no  stimulus  left,  since  their  surplus  products  have- 
no  markets.  Notwithstanding  these  objections  to 
the  present  j-estrictive  system,  we  are  bound  to 
retain  it — this,  and  our  plighted  faith  to  the 
French  Government,  have  tied  the  |^ordian  knot ; 
we  cannot  untie  it ;  we  can  cut  it  with  the  sword. 

This  war, }/[  carried  on  successfully,  will  have 
its  advantages.  We  shall  drive  the  British  from 
our  Continent — they  will  no  longer  have  an  ap- 
portunity  of  intriguing  with  our  Indian  neighbors, 
and  setting  on  the  ruthless  savage  to  tomahawk 
our  women  and  childreii.  That  nation  will  lose 
her  Canadian  trade,  and,  by  having  noresting  place 
in  this  country,  her  means  of  annoying  us  will 
be  diminished.  The  idea  lam  now  about  to  ad- 
vance is  at  war,  I  know,  with  sentiments  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia:  I  am  willing  to  re- 
ceive tjhe  Canadians  as  adopted  brethren ;  it  will 
have  beneficial  political  effects ;  it  will  preserve 
the  equilibrium  of  the  Government.  When 
Louisiana  shall  be  fully  peopled,  the  Northern 
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States  will  lose  their  power ;  they  will  be  at  the 
discretion  of  others;  they  can  be  depressed  ac 
pleasure,  and  then  this  Union  might  oe  endan- 
gered— I  therefore  feel  anxious  not  only  to  add 
the  Ploridas  to  the  South,  but  the  Canadas  to 

e  North  of  (his  empire. 

To  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  and  to  the  members  of 
this  House,  my  thanks  are  due  for  the  very  pa- 
tient attention  you  have  paid  to  my  embarrassed 
remarks. 

Mr.  WioQBRY  next  spoke  in  favor  of  the  report. 

Mr.  Cbeves  followed  next  in  debate,  and  ad- 
Toeated  the  report  at  some  length. 

Mr.  Rakoolpb  commenced  some  observations 
in  reply,  and  Mr.  Grdndt  rose  to  ezplai».  Be- 
fore Mri  Rahdolph  resumed  bis  speech,  a  mo- 
tion to  adjourn  was  made  by  Mr.  Gbundt,  With 
a  view  of  giving  the  opponents  of  the  report  time 
to  prepare  fully  to  reply  to  what  had  been  to-day 
advanced  by  its  supporters.  And  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


Tuesday,  December  10. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  James ' Cocbjun, 
from  North  Carolina,  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  MoBRow,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  waa  referred  the  bill 
from  the  Senate  ^for  the  relief  of  Thomas 
O'Baonon,''  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment }  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  read  the  third 
time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Qb OLSON,  fVom  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Jared  Shattock, 
referred  tne  twenty-sixth  ultimo;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  first  Monday  In  January  next. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  made  an  unfavorable 
report  on  the  petition  of  Thomas  Fishbonrn 
Wharton ;  which  was  read,  and  concurred  in. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harper,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  in<]uire  into 
the  expediency  of  allowing  an  additional  com- 
pensation to  the  Postmaster  General;  and  that 
they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

An  engrossed  bill  ror  the  relief  of  John  Burn- 
ham  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  laying  out 
a  public  road  from*  the  line  established  by  the 
Treaty  of  Greenville,  to  the  North  Bend,  in  the 
State  of  Ohio,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  ^  To  authorize  the 
surveying  and  marking  of  certain  roads,  in  the 
State  of  Ohio,  as  contemplated  bv  the  Treaty  of 
Brownstown,  in  the  Terntory  of  Michigan,"  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

SPANISH  AMERICAN  COLONIES. 

Mr.  MiTCBiLL,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  that  part  of  the  President's  Message  which  re- 
lates to  the  Spanish  American  Colonies,  made  a 
report,  in  part,  thereon  ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
id  the  Union.    The  report  is  as  follows : 


TiiaeoniiBsCtealswlMMSwasaelwrediaaaefaafib 
President's  If  asssgs  ss  relates  ta  the  Spuiish  Aaesi. 
can  colonies,  have,  in  obedieace  to  this  order  of  ib  i 
House,  deliberately  considerBd  the  subject  befim  thea,  - 
and  directed  a  report,  in  part,  to  be  sobmitted  to  tk 
consideration  of  the  House,  in  the  form  of  a  psbb 
declaration,  as  follows : 

Whereas  several  of  the  American  Spanish  pToviaai 
have  represented  to  the  United  States  that  it  hsi  bees 
found  eipedient  for  them  to  associate  and  fono  fei- 
eral  Governments  upon  the  elective  and  represefiUttif 
plan,  and  to  declare  themselves  free  and  independcai^ 
Therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  bv  the  Senate  and  Houwe  of  Reptual^ 
thee  of  the  United  Statee  of  Amtriea  in  Cdngrtt 
aseemSledf  That  they  behold,  with  friendly  interecAi 
establishment  of  independent  sovereigntiea  by  the  Sp» 
ish  provinces  in  America,  consequent  upon  the  ttoA 
state  of  the  monarchy  to  which  they  bekmged ;  tkit,s 
netghboia  and  inhabitants  of  the  same  hemispkflR,^ 
United  States  feel  great  soUdtade  for  their  wti&ie;  ^ 
and  that,  when  those  provinees  shall  have  aitaiaed  tb  ] 
condition  of  nations,  by  the  just  ezetciee  of  their  ligb^ 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  will  luii 
with  the  Executive  in  estabUshing  with  them,  as  m- 
ensign  and  independent  States,  sudi  amicable  rela 
and  commercial  interconise  as  may  require  their 
lative  authority. 

House  or  RsvaisivTATiTxs,  Dce.  6,  I61I 
Si  a:  In  behalf  of  the  committee  appointed  to 
aider  so  much  of  the  President's  Message  of  the  5th  d. 
November  as  relates  to  the  Spanish  American  pn^ 
inces,  I  beg  leave  to  inquire  whether  it  is  known  tootf 
GK)vemment  that  any  of  those  provinces  have  dedani 
themselves  independent,  or  that  material  changea  ban 
taken  place  in  their  political  relationa.  It  is  not  ei- 
peded,  however,  that  my  request  will  be  vndsrstood  a 
extend  to  those  eonununicattons  which,  in  the  opiaMa 
of  the  Executive,  it  would  be  impsaper  to  disdeae. 
Be  pleased,  siiv  io  aeospt  the  aaswancea  ofay 
conaideratioa  and  lespect* 

SAMUEL  U  MITCfilU. 
Hon.  Jasbs  MoaaoB. 

DaPAantaaT  ot  Statb,  Dec*  9,  1811. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  in  con* 
pliance  with  ^e  request  contained  in  your  letter  of  tbt 
6th  instantv  a  copy  of  the  declaration  qf  indepeatkacs 
made  by  the  provinces  of  Venezaela.  This  act  wu 
communicatea  to  this  Government  by  order  of  the  Coo- 
gress,  composed  of  deputies  from  those  provinces,  asco* 
bled  at  Caraccas.  It  is  not  ascertained  that  any  other 
of  the  Spanish  provinces  have,  as  yet,  entered  into  aai- 
ilar  declarations ;  but  it  is  known  that  most,  if  not  iQ 
of  them,  on  the  continent,  are  in  a  revoIutionarT  state* 
The  progress  made  in  that  direction  by  some  of  ihtm 
will  beat  appear  in  the  docnments  which  have  alrrailr 
been  communicated  to  you.    I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Ac- 

JAMBS  MOflROE. 

Hon.  Saxvxl  L.  Mitcbilk,  dec 

The  Secretary  of  State  to  JMiassrt.  Armstrong  eni 

Bowdain, 

DxrABTMBirT  or  Statx,  ilforcA  13,  1806. 
Gii^Lxvxir :  I  have  duly  received  from  time  to  tioe 
your  several  Wters,  bearing  dates  the  3d  July,  the  lOtb 
and  lAth  August,  the  10th  September,  the  9d  and  SMb 
October,  and  the  Sdth  November. 
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PieviouB  to  tbe  arrival  of  Mr.  Skipwith  with  jour 
Bpitdbes  of  September  10,  oar  affairs  with  Spain  had 
deigoDe  the'particular  consideration  of  the  President, 
th  a  reference  as  well  to  the  change  in  the  state  of 
Dgs  in  Europe  as  to  the  approaching  session  of  Con- 
st; and  it  had  been  determined — 1.  That  the  man- 
:  in  which  the  negotiations  at  Madridhad  been  closed 
Spun  forbade  an/  application  whatever  to  her  lor  a 
lewal  of  them ;  SL  That  the  case  should  be  presented 
Congre«,for  such  provisions  as  it  might  be  thought 
tequire  on  their  part :  3.  That,  in  the  meantime,  you 
told  be  charged  to  place  before  the  French  Govem- 
fit  the  necessity  to  which  Spain,  by  refOsing  to 
icur  in  a  diplomatic  adjustment  of  her  controversies 
ih  the  United  States,  had  seduced  the  latter*  of  seek- 
[justice  by  those  ulterior  measures  which  the  occar 
B  called  for.  It  bad  also  been  determined  by  the 
ecident,  with  a  view  to  enable  the  French  Govern- 
t&t,  if  it  should  be  so  disppeed,  to  hasten  by  its  medi- 
Dg  influence  on  Spain  the  change  in  her  councils 
cesiarjr  to  an  amicable  adjustment  with  the  United 
ites,  and  to  bring  Spain  forward  for  the  purpose. 
It  jeu  should  be  furnished  with  the  terms  which 
Bin  might  obtain  from  th6  United  States. 

On  the  receipt  of  your  eonmanications  by  Mr.  Slup- 
ft,  the  ideas  discloeed  h^  the  Frendh  GoYemment 
IS  considered  as  forming  a  sufficteot  basis  foir  an  an* 
ipating  provision  by  Congress,  such  as  was  made  in 
ttenee  to  the  convention  of  the  90lh  of  April,  1803 ; 
d  it  was  accordiofiy  determined,  in  jpoisnanee  of 
It  example,  to  Await  the  meeting  of  ■Congiese,  and 
f  the  subject  before  them«  This  was  done ;  ^and  the 
t  and  resolutions,  of  which  copies  are  enclosed,  were 
t  result  of  their  discussions ;  a  result  which  has  been 
hjed  by  the  forma  of  proceeding,  and  some  variances 
opinion  on  the  oecaaioji,  longer  than  mi^t  have  been 
ihed. 

I  now  enclose  the  ootlfaie  and  subst&noe  of  a  coUven- 
aal  arrangement  adapted  to  the  views  expressed  by 
mgress,  and  such  as  the  President  authorizes  you  to 
Ddude.  You  will  lose  no  time  in  imparting  It  to  the 
mch  Government  ih  the  manner  you  may  deem 
Mt  expedient ;  letting  it  know,  at  the  same  time,  that 

>  direct  communication  on  the  subject  has  been  made 
the  Spanish  Government;  that  after  the  reception 

ven  by  Spain  to  the  overtures  made  through  an  extra- 
jinary  mission  to  Madrid,  followed  by  her  military 
4  menacing  indications  within  and  near  tha  contro- 
rted  territories,  as  explained  in  the  annexed  extracts, 
e  United  States,  though  ready  fo  meet  Spain  in  nego- 
ition  under  the  auspices  of  a  common  friend,  do  not  con- 
ler  it  belonging  to  them  to  court  a  further  negotiation 
any  form ;  that,  consequently,  the  steps  necessary 

>  the  part  of  Spain  must  be  the  result  either  of  her 
rn  reflections,  or  of  the  prudent  council  which  France 
>y  undertake  to  give  her. 

'Hie  President  loaves  to  your  owm  management  the 
cpreanon  of  those  sentiments,  which,  without  any  im- 
^per  condescensions  on  the  part  of  the  Unit^  States, 
ill  best  cooeiliate  the  French  Government  to  our  ob- 
«u.  The  ascendency  which  it  will  have  over  that 
^  Spain,  if  no  change  of  circumstances  intervene,  and 
^  preference  of  an  amicable  termination  of  our  differ- 
M%8  with  Spain  to  an  appeal  to  force,  require  that 
reiy  honorable  use  should  be  made  oi^  the  occasion 
^h  leems  to  offer  itself. 

Should  the  Emperor  still  be  absent,  without  authority 
t  any  hands  at  Paris  to  take  measures  in  concert  with 
ou  for  instituting  the  business,  it  must  remain  with, 


yon  to  decide  according  to  the  probable  eourae  of  hi» 
movements  on  the  most  expedient  and  expeditiouamodo 
of  holding  the  Accessary  communications  with  his  eabi- 
net  Rather  than  risk  a  delay  which  may  lose  a  favorable 
crisis,  it  may  be  evqn  advisable  to  repair  to  his  militaij 
quarters.  This  is  a  step,  however,  to  which  there  may 
be  so  man^  objections,  that  it  wiU  require  very  strong; 
considerations  .to  recommend  it. 

Aa  soon  as  any  authority  at  Paris  shall  bo  ready  on. 
the  part  of  SpaiU,  yett  will  eater  on  the^subject,  and 
press  it  to  a  oeocluskm  with  aa  much  celerity  and  de* 
eision  as  circumstances  will  justify.  The  terms  stated 
as  your  guide  require  liUla  explanation  mote  than  ao- 
eompaoies  the  several  articles.  The  object  with  the 
United  States  is  to  secure  West  Florida,  which  is  es- 
sential -to  their  interest,  aud  to  obtain  East  Florida, 
which  is  important  to  them,  piocuring,  at  the  same  time, 
equitable  indemnities  from  Spain  for  the  ii^juries  foi^ 
which  she  is  answerable,  to  all  whidh  the  proposed  ex* 
change  of  territory  and  arrangement  of  (he  western 
boundary  may  be  made  subservient  The  desire  mani- 
fested by  the  House  of  Representatives  in  Uie  reso- 
lution herewith  enclosed,  that  auch  an  exchange  and 
arrangement  may  be  foiuid  sufficient,  without  any  price 
in  money,  will  engage  all  your  attention  and  exertions* 
If  the  exchange  stated  in  the  resolution  with  the  Sabine 
river  for  our  western  boundary  below  the  ridge,  dividing 
the  waters  running  into  the  Mississippi  from  those  run- 
ning into  the  gulf  westward  of  the  mouth  of  that  river 
can  be  obtained,  the  exchange  will  be  satisfactory,  especi- 
ally if  accompanied  with  a  reasonable  provision  for  the 
indemniUes  due  from  Spain  to  citoens  of  the  United 
States.  If  the  exchange  can  be  obtained  even  without 
thii^  1^  provision,  or  including  the  territory  eastward 
of  tha  Perdido,  or  any  pecuniary  payment  for  the  terri- 
tory westvrard  thereof,  it  is  not  to  be  rejected  ;  but  in 
that  case  it  will  be  extremely  desirable  to  make  the  au- 
thorized establishment  of  an  interval  of  territory,  not  to 
be  settled  for  a  given  period,  subservient  to  a  provision 
for  indemnities. 

* 

In  order  to  determine  the  price  and  the  payments  to 
Spain  for  the  cession  of  territory,  and  to  provide  indem- 
nities for  the  spoliations  and  other  injuries  for  which 
Spain  is  responsible, you  will, add  to  the  preceding  arti- 
'cles  others  proper  on  those  subjects.  For  the  several 
modifications  which  will  best  comport  with  the  conve- 
nience of  our  Treasury,  and  the  sentiments  of  the  Seo-' 
retary  of  that  Department,  Ireler  to  copies  of  a  letter 
and  paper  from  him,  herewith  enclosed,  stating  to  you 
generally  for  your  guide — 1.  That  the  sum  to  be  made 
payable  to  Spain  fi)r  her  cession  is  not  to  exceed  five 
millions  of  dollars ;  2.  That  aa  little  as  possible,  and  in 
no  ovent  more  than  two  millions,  are  to  be  paid  prior 
to  the  delivery  of  possession  or  the  ratification ;  3.  That 
as  ample  a  provision  as  possible  be  made  for  indemni- 
ties, either  by  constituting  a  board  of  commissioneirs  for 
settling  them,  or  by  a  sum  in  gross,  sufficient  to  cover 
their  probable  amount,  which  is  not  less  than  four  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  and  distributable  by  the  United  States 
to  such  claimants,  and  in  such  proportions,  as  may  be 
decided  upon  under  their  authority.  This  last  mode 
of  providing  for  the  object  will  be  much  the  best,  if  the 
sum  in  gross  be  equal  to  the  amount  of  claims  likely 
to  be  allowed  by  a  Board  of  Commissioners;  4.  It  if 
pailicularly  desirable  that,  in  defining  the  cases  to  be 
indemnified,  the  terms  should  be  such  as  will  embrace 
those  where  French  subjects  or  citizens,  as  well  as  those 
where  Spanish  subjects  were  the  wrong  doers.  If  a 
sum  in  gross  be  stipulated,  it  may  be  expected  that 


481 


HISTORY  OF  OOHGREBS. 


43Si 


H.  OP  R* 


Spanigh  American  Colomie9. 


DecBMBea.lSU. 


dpain  will  not  olject  to  a  defintUon  which  will  author- 
ii0  the  United  States  to  apply  it  to  both  cases,  espe- 
cially if  terms  be  chosen  which  will  not  expressly  des- 
ignate the  contested  French  cases ;  5.  In  defining  the 
cases,  it  will  be  proper  to  have  in  view  those  of  every 
deseription  which  exist — more  particularly  depredations 
on  the  high  seas,  and  unjust  or  unlawful  injuries  within 
the  Spanish  jurisdiction,  whether  in  Old  Spain  or  her 
colonies;  ia  a  word,  aH  injurious  acts,  either  to  the 
United  States  or  to  her  dlizens,  for  which  the  Spanish 
nation  is  responsible,  according  to  the  principles  of  jus- 
tkc^  equity,  treaty,  or  the  law  of  nations. 
1  ha?e  the  honor  to  be,  Ac. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

P.  Sd— Particular  care  must  be  taken  in  case  a  con- 
vention shall  be  made  which  does  not  provide  for  the 
spoliations,  or  for  the  portion  of  them,  subsequent  to 
tne  convention  of  August,  1802,  to  guard  against  an 
abandonment,  either  express  or  constructive,  of  the  just 
claims  of  our  citizens  on  that  account.  J.  M. 


PROJECT  or  A  CONVENTrON. 

The  United  States  and  His  Catholic  Majesty  being 
desirous  of  terminating  amicably  all  controversies  now 
subsisting  between  them,  and  of  providing  more  efiect- 
nally  for  the  maintenance  of  their  future  harmony,  have 
appointed,  dbc : 

AaTicLX  1. — Spain,  acknowledging  and  confirming 
to  the  United  States  West  Florida,  cedes  to  them  for- 
ever the  same  and  East  Florida,  with  the  islands  and 
waters  thereon  respectively  depending ;  or  if  unattain- 
able in  that  form,  Spain  cedes  and  confirms  forever  to 
the  United  SUtes  East  and  West  Florida,  with  the 
island  waters  thereon  respectively  depending. 

Obtervaiions  on  Article  l.-^The  object  in  these  forms 
of  expressing  the  cession,  is,  to  date  that  of  West  Flor- 
ida as  far  at  least  as  to  the  Perdido,  from  the  date  of 
the  cession  of  Louisiana  by  France,  and  thereby  invali- 
date the  intervening  sales  of  land,  which  it  is  under- 
stood have  taken  place  corruptly  or  unfairly,  to  a  very 
great  extent.  If  Spain  should  appear  to  acquiesce  in 
a  more  explicit  acknowledgment  of  our  right  under 
the  French  convention  as  far  as  the  Perdido,  it  may  be 
well  to  divide  the  territory  eastward  of  the  Mississippi 
by  a  reference  to  that  river,  instead  of  referring  to  it  as 
divided  into  East  and  West  Florids. 

Abt  8. — Possession  of  the  said  territory  shall  be  de- 
livered to  a  person  or  persons  authorized  by  the  United 

States  to  receive  the  same,  within days  or  less  if 

practicable,  after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  this 
convention.  With  the  said  territory  shall  be  delivered 
all  public  property,  excepting  ships  and  military  stores, 
as  also  all  public  archives  belonging  to  the  same. 

Sxc.  3.  Within  ninety  days  after  delivering  posses- 
non,  or  sooner,  if  possible,  the  Spanish  troops  shall 
evacuate  the  territoty  hereby  ceded. 

Sic.  3.  The  inhabitants  ofthe  ceded  territory  shall  be 
entitled  to  the  same  incorporation  into  the  United 
States,  and  to  the  same  protection  in  their  religion, 
their  liberties,  and  their  property,  as  were  stipulated  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  territoiy  ceded  to  the  United 
States  by  the  treaty  of  the  30th  of  April,  1803,  with 
Ibe  French  Republic. 

Ssc.  4.  With  the  same  motives  in  view  which  led 
to  the  seventh  and  eighth  articles  of  the  treaty  above 
mentioned,  it  has  been  agreed  between  the  contracting 
parties  that  the  ships  of  France  and  Spain  shall  enjoy, 
ID  the  ports  of  Uie  heaeby  ceded  territory,  until  the  term 


of  the  twelve  years  tbeiein  mentioned  shall  be  expin^ 
the  same  privileges  as  to  trade  and  duties  as  are  tketot 
stipulated,  and  during  the  same  space  of  time  no  <fdm 
nation  shall  have  a  right  to  the  same  privileges  is  ths 
ports  ofthe  hereby  ceded  territory. 

Sic.  5.  In  future,  and  forever  after  the  ezpinti«tf 
the  said  term  of  twelve  years,  the  vessels  of  Spsin  U 
be  treated  upon  the  footing  ofthe  most  fkvored  nstioiis  ■ 
the  ports  of  the  hereby  ceded  territory, 

A  ST.  3. — ^Tbe  boundary  between  die  territory  of  tk 
United  States  on  the  western  side  of  Mississippi  ici 
the  possessions  of  Spain,  shall  be  the  Colorado,  (or  (if 
Oaudaloope,  if  attamable,)  from  its  mouth  to  itg  chx 
northerly  source;  thence,  a  right  Kne  to  the  nctna 
high  lands,  endosing  aH  the  waters  running  direct}; 
or  indirectly  into  the  Mtsaissippi  or  Missouri,  and  aioat 
the  said  highlands  as  fiu*  as  they  border  on  the  Spu* 
ish  dominions. 

Oftserwt/tovu  on  Artiek  3« — Although  it  msy  nsnk 
amiss  to  prge  the  claim  of  the  United  States  to  th«  lb 
Bravo,  and  to  propose  that  for  the  boundary,  it  nud 
expected  that  one  more  westwardly  than  the  bonndir 
delineated  in  this  article  will  be  &vored  by  Fru» 
or  admitted  by  Spain. 

Abt.  4 — It  is  agreed  that  a  apeee  extending  thim 
leagues  on  each  aide  of  the  said  boundary  d&all  be  um 
by  the  parties  respectively  unsettled  for  the  leim  of — 
years;  or 

A  space  between  the  said  boundary  and  some  bom- 
dary  beginnmg  with  a  river  eastward  ofthe  Coloi«l)v 
and  westward  of  the  Sabine ;  or,         . 

A  space  between  the  said  boundary,  and  thetrnt 
dary  beginning  with  the  Sabine,  and  running  tb«r«e 
from  the  source -of  the  Sabine,  a  straight  line,  to  tk 
confluence  ofthe  rivers  Osage  and  Miosouri ;  and  frac 
the  said  eonfluenee,  a  line  running  parallel  vrith  tfcr 
Mississippi,  to  the  latitude  of  its  most  northeraioMt 
souree ;  and  thedbe  m  meodian  to  the  nerthem  bocft- 
daiy  of  Louisiana. 

ObnrwUumt  on  AHick  4— These  dceariptioiis  sA\ 
barrier  interval  are  to  be  aaccesaively  yidded  aceordinf 
as  Spain  may  be  willing  to  cede  therefor  her  tcrriioiy 
eastward  ofthe  Mississippi,  or  to  abete  in  the  sob  oi' 
money  to  be  paid  ibr  East  Florida,  or  to  be  liable  is  hn 
engagements  and  provisions  for  indeumifying  our  citi- 
zens. It  being  impossible  to  foresee  the  varioot  moi^' 
ficetions  and  combinations  which  the  subject  may  tib 
in  the  course  ol  negotiation,  much  moatneceassriljbr 
left  to  your  own  judgment.  It  is  to  be  nnder^ 
that,  in  no  event,  the  country  eastward  of  the  StbiB^ 
and  the  line  from  its  source  as  above  reforrad  U>,  i« » 
be  included  in  the  unsettled  interval. 

Abt.  5— ^flere  was  ins^ted  a  copy  ofthe  provisioiu 
contained  in  the  project  of  18(K,  as  to  the  interval  vm^ 
to  be  settled.] 

Mt,  Armttrong  to  M,  Yzquierdo. 

Pabis,  SepL  30.  1S06. 
The  undersigned  having  been  informed  by  the  Amer- 
ican Charg6  d'Aflaires  at  Madrid,  that  a  Minister  baJ 
been  appointed,  on  the  part  of  His  Catholic  Majestr,  to 
negotiate  a  settlement  of  the  several  points  in  contro- 
versy between  the  United  States  of  America  and  Hi$ 
said  Majesty :  and  having  understood  from  His  Msjest}*^ 
Ambassador  at  this  Court,  that  M.  Vsquicrdo  was  tb« 
Minister  thus  appointed,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  tb« 
undersigned  to  inform  His  Excellency  that  Plenipota- 
tiaries  commissioned  by  the  President  of  the  Uiiit«^ 
States  to  fulfil,  on  liis  part,  this  important  object,  tn 
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m  in  Pftrit,  and  equAlly  prepared  and  diipoaed  to 
Iter  Ml  the  proposed  negotistlon.  Tbe  nnderrigned 
nub  himwlt' of  this  ocomiob  to  oiler  to  M.  Yzquiordo 
e  unirtnee  of  bU  very  high  consideration. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG, 

Miniver  PienipUmtiary  of  ike  Untied  8i4Ue», 
His  BxcelioQ^  M.  x  sain aano, 

Cmmuihr  of  Staie  and  of  \V«r. 

Jf.  Yzguierdo  to  Genera!  Armeirong, 

Pabis,  October  I,  1806. 
The  undersigned  has  received  with  interest  the  com- 
QDications  of  his  Cxcellency  General  Axmstrongy 
oUiaed  in  his  note  of  the  dOth  September  last.  He 
s  the  honor  to  make  known  to  him  that  the  negoti- 
ions  on  the  different  points  in  controversy  between 
» Government  and  the  United  States  of  America  are 
>t  within  his  actual  political  powers. 
The  undersigned  profits  of  this  occasion  to  present 
his  Excellencj  General  Armstrong  the  sssurance  of 
I  high  consideration.  E .  YZQUIBRDO, 

Counsellor  of  State,  4'C*, 

Ettraet-'The  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  Bwodoin. 

Mat  26.  1807. 
It  18  painful  to  find  that  the  reserve  and  mystery 
hich  have  so  long  enveloped  our  afiairs  with  Spain 
in  embarrass  the  efforts  to  bring  them  to  a  proper 
ite.  The  protracted  delay  is  certainly  not  a  IHtle 
oardous  to  the  peace  of  the  two  nations,  which  has 
m  far  been  preserved  by  the  moderation  of  the  Uni- 
d  States,  in  spite  o(  the  folly  of  the  other  party.  The 
induct  of  Spain  is  not  easily  explained.  Sereral 
tuses  have  probably  united  in  producing  her  obstinate 
pQgnance  to  meet  our  reasonable  overtures  $  perhaps 
le  most  powerful  may  have  been  a  calculation  that 
le  would  have,  in  any  event,  the  support  of  one  or 
le  other  of  the  two  great  rivals  of  Europe ;  and  that 
(r  dexterity  would  be  able  to  connect  her  with  which- 
rer  of  them  should  ultimately  be  ascendant.  It  would 
!ein  to  be  impOMible,  however,  that  the  crisis  can  be 
tuch  longer  procrastinated.  The  obstructions  which 
re  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  trade  through  the  Mobile, 
itderen  of  the  use  of  the  river  by  the  Government  of  the 
oitcd  States  for  public  purposes,  and  kindling  a  flame 
hich  will  not  be  very  manageable.    The  last  letter 

offl  Mr.  Erving,  which  was  of ,  communicated 

M  Spanish  decree,  co-operating  with  that  of  Novem- 
fr  21st  by  the  French  Emperor,  which  ia  in  terms 
tving  equal  latitude  with  its  prototype  for  depredations 
D  OQr  commerce,  and  which,  if  so  executed,  will  add 
itl  to  the  flame.  Mr.  Erving  promised  that  his  next 
tttf r  would  not  only  give  explanations  on  that  subject, 
Qt  have  something  to  say  as  to  our  affairs  generally 
'itb  the  Spanish  Government. 

^sd—M-.  MadUon,  Secretary  of  State,  to  Genemi 
Armstrong  and  Mr,  Bowdoin, 

DiPAaTMxiTT  OP  State,  Juty  15.  1807. 
1*he  enclosed  copy  6f  a  proclamation,  by  the  Presf- 
cat,  will  inform  you  of  a  late  extraordinary  hostility 
Dd  insult  committed  by  a  British  ship  of  war  on  a 
igstc  of  the  United  States,  near  the  Capes  of  Virginia, 
ad  of  the  measures  taken  by  the  President  in  conse* 
Qence  of  the  outrage.  The  subsequent  proceedings 
r  the  British  squadron  in  our  waters  have  borne  a 
« stamp  of  hostility ;  and  although  it  may  be  found 


thai  these  profvofttions  have  not  issued  from,  or  may 
be  dtMvowed  and  expiated  by  the  British  Government, 
it  may  alQO  be  found  that  tho  United  States  must  take 
on  themselves  the  reparation  that  is  due  to  them.  For 
his  event  it  is  necessary  to  be  prepared,  as  well  with 
a  view  to  our  finances  as  to  other  resources  and  ar- 
rangements. 

In  this  staie  of  thiags,  the  President,  taking  into 
consideration  the  objections  to  an  application  of  the 
public  Ainds  to  objects  not  immediately  connected  with 
the  public  safety,  instructs  you  to  suspend  the  negoti- 
ations for  the  purchase  of  the  Floridas,  unless  it  shall 
be  agreed  by  Spain  that  payment  for  them  shall,  ia 
case  of  a  rupture  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Uni- 
ted States,  be  postponed  till  the  end  of  one  year  after 
they  shall  have  settled  their  differences  ;  and  that,  in 
the  meantime,  no  interest  shall  be  paid  on  the  debt. 
You  will,  of  course,  understand  it  to  be  inconsisteoit 
with  this  instruction  either  to  draw  on  the  Treasury, 
or  to  obtain  a  credit  in  Europe,  for  any  part  of  the  sum 
allotted  for  the  purchase  of  the  Floridas. 

Shall  a  bargain  have  been  made  for  the  Floridas^ 
and  payments  stipulated,  as  contemplated  by  former 
instructi9ns,  you  will  press,  in  the  most  serious  and 
emphatic  manner,  are-modification  of  ihe  terms  which 
will  adjust  Uiem  to  the  instructions  here  given.  Such 
a  compliance  may  justly  be  expected  in  return  for  the 
advantages  which  Spain  and  her  allies  will  derive  in 
various  respects  from  a  contest  between  this  country 
and  their  enemy.  It  may  further  be  expected  that,  in 
consideration  of  these  advantages  to  them,  and  of  the 
general  effect  of  war,  or  even  a  cessation  of  commerce 
with  Great  Britain,  on  the  pecuniary  faculties  of  the 
United  States,  the  price  demanded  for  the  FloHdaswill 
be  at  least  greatly  reduced.  To  this  consideration  it 
may  be  added,  that,  whilst  the  pecuniary  faculties  of 
the  United  Slates  vrill  be  so  materially  benumbed  in 
the  eVent  of  a  rupture  with  Great  Britain,  those  of 
Spain  may  be  essentially  aided,  by  the  facility  which 
that  event  will  give  to  the  command  of  her  South  Amer- 
ican treasures  through  the  United  States.  Finally,  it 
is  not  unworthy  of  consideration,  that  the  introduction 
of  hostile  relations  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain,  may  remove  objections  hitherto  felt  by  the  lat- 
ter to  enterprises  against  the  Floridas,  and  lead  to  a 
military  occupancy  of  them  with  views  very  adverse  to 
the  policy  of  Spain. 

Should  Spain  still  obsthiately  persist  in  rejecting  or 
retarding  an  arrangement  concerning  the  Floridas,  she 
must  at  least  see  the  necessity  of  hastening  a  satisfac- 
tory one  on  other  subjects,  particularly  in  the  case  of 
the  Mobile,  for  the  free  use  of  which,  by  the  United 
States,  orders  ought  to  be  sent  without  a  moment's 
delay. 

The  President  letfves  to  your  own  discretion  the  us^ 
to  be  made  of  observations  of  this  kind,  and  entertains 
an  entire  confidence  that  your  management  of  the 
whole  business  will  be  such  as  will  best  comport  with 
the  circumstances  of  the  crisis,  and  conduce  most  to 
the  object  entrusted  to  you. 

Extract-^Mr,  Smith,  Secretary  of  State,  to  General 

Armstrong- 

DxPAaTWxirT  op  State, 

March  15,  ld09. 

From  the  enclosed  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  you  will  perceive  that  the  appropriation  of 

the  two  minions  of  aoUars  for  the  purchase  of  Florida, 

having  expired  on  the  3 1st  Deciiknber  last,  has  been 
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CMTied  to  the  credit  of  the  eorplmi  lnn<L  From  this 
anil  other  ooiutiderettonf ,  it  'v$  deemed  etpedioDt,  et 
preeent,  to  iiMpend.  the  'b^potiation  in  relenon  to  that 
•object. 

illr  Foiter  to  Mr,  Monroe. 

'WASHTVeTesr,  Jufy  8,  1811. 

Bib  :  The  attention  of  His  Majestj'i  Government 
has  of  late  been  called  to  the  measures  pursued'  by  the 
United  States  for  the  military  occupation  of  West 
Florida.  The  language  held  by  the  President  at  the 
opening  of  the  late  session  of  Congress,  the  hostile 
demonstrations  made  by  the  American  forces  under 
Captain  Gaines,  the  actual  summoning  of  the  fort  of 
MobilCi  and  the  bill  submitted  to  the  approbation  of 
the  American  Legislature  for  the  interior  administA- 
tion  of  the  province,  are  so  many  direct  and  positive 
prooft  that  the  Government  of  America  !s  prepared  to 
subject  the  province  of  West  Florida  to  the  authority 
of  the  United  Stotes; 

The  Spanbh  Minister  in  London,  addressed  a  note, 
in  the  month  of  March  last,  to  His  Majesty's  Secretary 
of  Stete  fi>r  Foreign  Afiairs,  expressing,  in  sufficient 
detail,  the  feelings  of  the  Government  of  Spun  respect- 
ing this  unprovoked  aggression  on  the  integrity  of  that 
monarchy. 

Mr.  Morier,  in  his  note  to  Mr.  Smith  of  December 
15,  1810,  has  already  reminded  the  American  Govern- 
ment of  the  intimate  alliance  subsisting  between  His 
Majesty  an^  Spain,  and  he  has  desired  such  explana- 
tions on  the  subject  as  might  convince  His  Majesty  of 
the  pacific  disposition  of  the  United  States  towards 
Spain.  Mr.  Smith,  in  his  reply,  has  stoted  that  it  was 
evident  that  no  hostile  or  unfriendly  purpose  was  en- 
tertained  by  America  towards  Spain ;  and  that  the 
American  Minister  at  His  Majesty's  Court  had  been 
-enabled  to  make  whatever  explanations  might  comport 
with  the  frank  and  conciliatory  spirit  which  had  been 
invariably  manifested  on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 

Since  the  date  of  his  correspondence,  Mr.  Pinkney 
has  offered  no  iexplanation  whatever  of  the  motives 
which  have  actuated  the  conduct  of  the  United  States 
in  this  transaction ;  a  bill  has  been  introduced  into 
Congress  for  the  establishment,  government,  and  pro- 
tection, of  the  Territory  of  Mobile,  and  the  fortress  of 
that  name  has  been  summoned  without  effect. 

His  Koyal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent,  in  the  name 
and  on  the  behalf  of  His  Majesty,  is  still  willing  to 
hope  that  the  American  Government  has  not  been 
urged  to  this  step  by  ambitious  motives,  or  by  a  desire 
of  foreign  conquest  and  territorial  aggrandiiement.  It 
would  be  satis&ctory,  however,  to  be  enabled  to  ascer- 
tain that  no  consideration  connected  with  the  present 
state  of  Spain  has  induced  America  to  despoil  that 
monarchy  of  a  valuable  foreign  colony. 

The  Government  of  the  United  Stotes  contends  that 
the  right  to  the  possession  of  a  certain  part  of  West 
Florida  will  not  be  less  open  to  discussion  in  the  occu- 

gfttion  of  America  than  under  the  Government  of 
pain. 

But  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  under 
this  pretext,  cannot  expect  to  avoid  the  reproach  which 
must  attend  the  ungenerous  and  unprovoked  seizure  of 
a  foreign  colony,  while  the  parent  Stete  is  engaged  in 
a  noble  contest  for  independence,  against  a  most  un- 
justifiable and  violent  invasion  of  the  rights  both  of  the 
monarch  and  people  of  Spain. 
While  1  wait,  therefore,  for  an  explanation  from  you, 


sir,  M  to  the  motivee  which  lad  ta  cUe  onjost 
sion  by  the  United  States  on  the  tenitoii«t  of  Hii 
M^jeety's  ally,  I  moat  consider  it  as  my  dutj  to  kn 
no  time  in  liilfiUing  the  orders  of  His  Royal  HifiuMi 
the  Prince  Regent,  by  which  I  am  commanded,  in  d» 
event  of  its  appearing  on  my  arrival  in  this  eitj  tbi 
the  United  States  atiJl  penevere.  by  menaces  sad  » 
tual  demonstration,  to  claim  the  military  occupttiootf 
West  Florida,  notwithstanding  l^e  remonstnuton  i 
His  Majesty's  Cherg^  des  ABaira^  and  the  mtiiile«is» 
justice  of  the  act,  to  present  to  you  the  solemn  protat 
of  His  Royal  Highness  in  the  name  and  on  the  behilf 
of  His  Majesty,  against  an  attempt  eo  contrary  to  ctr^ 
principle  of  public  justice,  fiitth,  and  nationsi  hoMi^ 
and  so  injurious  to  Ae  alliance  sobsbting  betvisi 
His  Majesty  and  the  Spanish  nation. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ac, 

AUGUSTUS  J.  FOSTER. 

The  Hon.  Jaxxs  Mokbok,  dix. 

Ifr.  Monroe  to  Mr,  Fo$ter, 
DiPASTmirr  qy  Stats,  July  8, 1811. 

Sib  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  note  whidk 
you  have  presented  by  the  order  of  His  Reysl  Higl> 
ness,  the  Prince  Regent,  to  protest,  in  behalf  of  tk 
Regency  of  Spain,  against  the  possession  lately  tikn 
by  the  United  States  of  eerUin  parte  of  West  Flofi^ 

Although  the  President  cannot  admit  the  right  of 
Great  Britain  to  interfere  in  any  question  relating  » 
that  province,  he  is  willing  to  explain,  in  a  frindy 
manner,  the  considerations  which  induced  the  VM 
Stetes  to  take  the  step  against  which  yon  hafe  be« 
ordered  to  protest. 

It  is  to  be  inferred,  from  your  view  of  the  sDbj|Kt, 
that  the  British  Government  has  been  tought  to  beiitn 
that  the  United  States  seized  a  moment  of  oitionti 
embarrassment  to  wrest  firom  Spain  a  province  to  which 
they  had  no  right,  and  that  they  were  prompted  to  it 
by  their  interest  alone,  and  a  knowledge  tbst  Spun 
could  not  defend  it.  Nothing)  however,  is  more  re- 
mote from  the  fact  than  the  presumption  on  which 
your  Govemment  appears  to  have  acted.  Eziopies 
of  so  unworthy  a  conduct  are  unfortunately  too  fr^ 
quent  in  the  history  of  nations ;  but  the  United  Stttei 
have  not  followed  them.  The  President  had  penua(M 
himself  that  the  unequivocal  proofe  which  the  Vn\\d 
SUtes  have  given,  in  all  their  transactions  with  ibrrip 
Powers,  and  particularly  with  Spain,  of  an  upright  laJ 
liberal  policy,  would  have  shielded  them  firom  suchoo* 
merited  a  suspicion.  He  is  satisfied  that  nothing  ii 
wanting  but  a  correct  knowledge  of  facto  completelj 
to  dissipate  it.  ^ 

I  might  bring  to  your  view  a  long  catalogiue  of  is* 
juries  which  the  United  States  have  received  (rem 
Spain  since  the  conclusion  of  their  Revolutionary  wir, 
any  one  of  whidi  would  most  probably  have  been  coo- 
sidered  cause  of  war,  and  resented  as  such,  by  other 
Powers.  I  will  mention  two  of  these  only ;  the  spoG** 
tions  that  wefe  committed  on  their  commerce  to  i 
great  amount  in  the  last  war,  and  the  suppreaooo  of 
Uieir  deposite  at  New  Orieans  just  before  the  con- 
mencement  of  the  present  war,  in  violation  of  a  soleon 
treaty ;  for  neither  of  which  izguries  has  any  reptratioD 
or  atonement  been  made.  For  injuries  like  thoM  of 
the  first  class,  it  is  known  to  you  that  Great  Britiin 
and  France  made  indemnity.  The  United  States,  how- 
ever, do  not  rely  on  these  injuries  for  a  justificatioo  of 
their  conduct  in  this  transaction,  although  their  dtinx 
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>  reptration  tbr  them  «re  by  no  means  relinqniilMd,  | 
od,  it  if  to  b«  preramed»  will  net  mlwnjt  be  neglected. 
When  I  inform  y<m  that  the  province  ef  West  Fieri- 
1  to  the  Perdido  wac  a  part  of  Louiaiana,  while  the 
hole  prorinea  formerly  belongad  to  Frnnoe ;  that,  al« 
Aogh  it  wai  alterwarda  aeparated  ftom  the  other  part, 
it  that  twth  parte  wero  again  vennited  in  the  hands 
Spain,  snd  by  her  re^nveyed  to  France,  in  which 
■te  the  entire  pronnce  of  ItoairiiaDa  waa  ceded  to  the 
Bited  8tatea  in  1803;  that,  in  accepting  Uie  ceasion 
id  paying  for  tiie  territory  ceded,  the  United  States 
odcritood  and  believed  that  they  paid  for  Uie  country 
I  &r  aa  the  Perdido,  aa  part  of  Loaiaiaoa ;  and  that, 
I  a  conviction  of  their  right,  they  inchided  in  their 
as  provifions  adapted  to  the  ccaaien  in  that  extent, 
cannot  fail  to  be  a  canie  of  anrpriae  to  the  Prince 
egent  that  they  did  not  proceed  to  tahe  poaaesaion  of 
le  territOTy  in  qaeation  aa  soon  aa  the  treaty  waa  rati- 
id.  There  waa  nothing  in  the  drenmataneea  of  Spain 
thai  time  that  conid  have  forbidden  the  meaiore. 
1  denying  the  right  of  the  United  States  to  thia  terri* 
vj,  her  Govemmant  invited  negotiation  on  that,  and 
lery  other  point,  in  eonteatatlott  between  the  partiea. 
ha  United  Stataa  accepted  the  invitation  in  the  hope 
at  it  would  eecnre  an  adjaatment  and  reparation  lor 
my  injury  which  had  been  received,  and  Iea4  to  the 
etoration  of  perfect  hannony  between  the  two  cooo^ 
m :  but  in  that  iuipe  they  were  disappointed. 

8inee  the  year  1806,  the  period  of  the  last  negotia- 
m  with  Spain,  the  provinoe  of  West  Florida  haa  ra- 
tified in  a  situation  altogether  incompatible  with  the 
ti&n  of  tbeae  States.  The  Government  of  Spain 
u  learoely  been  felt  there;  in  conseqaence  of  which 
le  aflkira  of  that  province  had  &llen  into  disorder.  Qf 
at  circnmstanoe,  howeviv,  the  United  States  took  no 
ivantage.  It  waa  not  until  the  last  year,  wheii  the 
habitants,  perceiving  that  all  authority  over  them 
id  ceased,  roae  in  a  body  with  intention  to  tahe 
e  conntiy  into  their  own  hands,  that  the  Amerieam 
oremment  interpeaed.  It  waa  imposaible  for  the 
aited  States  to  behold,  with  indiflerance,  a  move^ 
ent  in  whieh  they  Were  so  deeply  interaated.  The 
midcnt  would  have  incurred  the  eenanre  of  the  na* 
Ml,  if  he  had  auftred  that  provinae  to  be  wieated 
Rm  the  United  States,  under  a  pretext  of  wresting  it 
RB  Bpain.  In  taking  possession  of  it,  in  their  name, 
id  ;inder  their  audiority,  except  in  the  part  which 
M  occupied  by  the  Sptfnish  troops,  who  have  net  been 
■totbed,  he  defended  the  rightsand  aeeured  the  peace  of 
enation,and  even  consulted  the  honor  of  Spain  herself, 
y  thia  event  the  United  States  have  acquired  no  new 
tie  to  West  Florida.  They  wanted  none.  In  ad- 
>ting  hereafter  alt  the  other  points  which  remain  to 
'  adjusted  with  Spun,  and  which  it  is  pruposed  to 
tk«  the  subject  of  amicable  negotiation  as  soon  as 
e  Government  of  Spain  shall  be  settled^  her  daim  to 
ti  territory  may  also  be  brought  into'view,  and  receive 
I  the  attention  which  is  due  to  it. 

Aware  that  this  transaction  might  be  misconceived 
id  misrepresented,  the  President  deemed  it  a  proper 
ihject  of  instruction  to  the  fttimaterv  of  the  United 
!*tes  at  foreign  Courts,  td  place  it  in  a  true  light  he- 
re them.  Such  an  instruction  waa  forwarded  to  Mr. 
inhney,  their  late  Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  Loa- 
«.  who  would  have  executed  it,  had  not  the  termi- 
ition  of  his  mission  prevented  it.  The  President 
nnot  doabt  that  llie  (rank  and  candid  explana^ 
>n  which  I  have  now  given,  by  hia  order,  of  the  con- 
whdKh  induced  the  United  Statte  to  Uke 


pessenrion  of  this  country  will  he  perfoctly  satiafacioiy 
to  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent. 
With  great  respect  and  consideration,  dec 

JAS.  MONRQB. 

AueiraTtrs  J.  Fosram,  Esq.,  dec 

Mr,  F99ter  to  Mr,  Monroe, 

pHiLADBiraia,  September  6,  1811. 

.  Sin :  The  Chevalier  De  Onia,  who  haa  been  ap- 
pointed Minister  from  His  Catholic  Majes^  to  the 
united  States,  baa  written  to  inform  me  that  he  un- 
derstands, by  letters  from  the  Governor  of  East  Florida* 
under  date  of  the  14th  ulu,  that  Crovemor  Matthews,  o^ 
the  State  of  Geoi^^ia,  waa  at  that  time  at  Newtown, 
St.  Mary's,  on  the  frontiers  of  Florida,  for  the  purpose 
of  treatiuff  with  the  inhabitants  of  that  province  for  tta 
being  delivered  up  to  the  United  States  Government; 
that  he  was,  with  this  view,  using  every  method  of  se- 
duction to  effect  his  purpose,  offering  to  each  whito 
inhabitant,  who  would  aula  with  him,  fifty  acres  of 
land,  and  the  guarantee  of  hia  religion  and  property; 
stipulating,  also,  that  the  American  Government  would 
pay  the  debts  of  the  Spanish  Government,  whether  due 
m  penaions  or  otherwise,  and  that  he  would  cause  the 
ofiicers  and  aoldiera  of  the  garrisons  to  be  convetyed  to 
such  place  aa  ahould  be  indicated,  provided  they  did 
not  rather  choose  to  enter  into  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted SUtea. 

M.  De  Onis  haa  done  me  the  honor  to  communicata 
to  me  a  note,  which  he  purposes  transnuttin|;  to  you> 
air,  in  consequence  of  this  detailed  and  most  eztraor* 
dinary  intelligence,  and  considering  the  intimate  alU^ 
ance  subsisting  between  Spain  and  Great  Britain,  aa 
well  aa  the  circumstances  under  which  he  is  placed  in 
thia  countiy,  he  has  urgently  requested  that  I  would 
accompany  hia  repreaentation  wxtk  a  letter  on  my  part 
in  support  of  it. 

Aliar  the  solemn  aaseverationis  which  you  gave  me^ 
in  the  month  of  J^y,  that  no  intentions  hostile  to  the 
Spanish  interests  in  Florida  existed  on  the  part  of  your 
Government,  I  am  wholly  unable  to  suppose  that  Gov* . 
ernor  Matthews  can  have  had  orders  from  the  President 
for  the  conduct  which  he  is  stated  to  be  pursuing ;  but 
the  measures  he  is  said  to  be  taking  in  corresponding 
wi^  traitors,  and  in  endeavoring,  by  bribery  and  every 
art  of  seduction,  to  infuse  a  spirit  <^  rebellion  into  thia 
subjects  of  the  King  of  Spain  in  those  quarters,  are 
sudh  as  to  create  the  livehest  inquietude,  and  to  call 
for  the  most  early  interference  on  the  part  of  the  Gov- 
e^iment  of  the  United  States. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  are  well  aware 
of  the  deep  interest  which  His  Royal  Highness,  the 
Prince  Regent,  takes  in  the  security  of  Florida,  for  any 
attempt  to  occupy  the  eastern  part  of  which  bv  the 
United  States,  not  even  the  slightest  pretext  could  be 
alleged,  such  as  were  brought  forward  in  the  endeavor 
to  justify  the  aggresaion  on  West  Florida. 

1  conceive  it,  therefore,  to  be  my  duty,  sir,  in  con- 
sideration of  the  alliance  subsisting  between  Spain  and 
Great  Britain,  and  the  interests  of  His  Majesty's  sub- 
jects in  the  West  India  islands,  so  deeply  involved  in 
the  security  of  East  Florida,  aa  well  aa  in  pursuance  of 
the  ordeia  of  my  Government,  in  case  of  any  attempt 
against  that  country,  to  lose  no  time  in  calling  upon 
you  for  an  explanation  of  the  alarming  steps  whicK. 
Governor  Matthews  is  stated  to  be  taking  for  subvert- 
ing the  Spanish  authority  in  that  country,  requesting 
to  he  informed  by  you  upop  what  authority  he  can  bo 
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aetiDg,  and  wh«t  metiiirei  have. been  taken  to  pnt  a 
atop  to  his  proceeding*. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

AUGUSTUS  J.  FOSTER. 

Hon«  Jaxbs  MoxmoB,  dec. 

Mir,  BSonroe  ta  Mr,  Faster. 

NOTBXBBB  2,  1811. 

Sib  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of 
September  6th,  and  to  lubmit  it  to  the  view  of  the 
President. 

The  principles  whieh  have  governed  the  United 
States  in  their  measures  relative  to  West  Florida,  have 
alreadj  been  explained  to  von.  With  equal  frankness, 
I  shall  novr  communicate  the  part  they  have  acted  with 
respect  to  Esst  Florida. 

In  the  letter  which  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to 
yon  on  the  8th  of  July,  I  stated  the  injuries  which 
the  United  States  had  received  from  Spain,  since  their 
Revolutionary  war,  and  particularly  by  spoUationa  on 
their  commerce  in  the  last  war,  to  a  great  amount,  and 
of  the  suppression  of  their  right  of  deposite  at  New  Or- 
leans, just  before  the  commencement  of  the  present 
war,  ibr  neither  of  which  had  reparation  been  made. 
A  claim  to  indemnity  for  these  injuries  is  altogether 
unconnected  with  the  question  relating  to  West  Flori- 
da, which  was  acquired  by  cession  from  France  in  1803. 

The  Oovernment  of  Spain  has  never  denied  the  right 
of  the  United  States  to  a  just  indemnity  for  spoliations 
on  their  commerce.  In  1802,  it  explicitly  admitted 
tfab  right  by  entering  into  a  convention,  the  object  of 
^hieh  was  to  adjust  the  amount  of  the  claim,  with  a 
view  to  indemnity.  The  subsequent  injury,  by  the 
BUppression  of  this  deposite  at  New  Orieans,  produced 
an  unportant  change  in  the  relations  between  the  par- 
ties, which  has  never  been  accommodated.  The  United 
States  saw  in  that  measure  eminent  cause  of  war,  and 
that  war  did  not  immediately  follow,  cannot  be  eon- 
aidered  in  any  other  light  than  as  a  proof  of  their  mod- 
eration and  pacific  policy.  The  Executive  could  not 
believe  that  the  Government  of  Spain  would  refose  to 
the  United  States  the  justice  due  to  these  accumulated 
injuries,  when  the  subject  should  be  brought  solera|ily 
before  it,  by  a  special  mission.  It  is  known  that  an 
Envoy  Extraordinary  was  sent  to  Madrid,  in  180^,  on 
this  subject,  and  that  the  mission  did  not  accomplish 
the  object  intended  by  it. 

It  is  proper  to  observe  that,  in  the  negotiation  with 
Spain,  in  1805,  the  injuries  complained  of  by  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  the  first  class,  were  again  substantially 
admitted  to  a  certain  extent,  as  was  that  also  occa- 
cioned  by  the  suppression  of  the  deposite  at  New  Or- 
leans, although  we  Spanish  Clovemment,  by  disclaim- 
ing the  act,  and  imputing  it  to  the  Intendant,  sought 
to  avoid  the  responsibility  due  from  it ;  that,  to  make 
indemnity  to  the  United  States  for  injuries  of  every 
kind  a  cession  of  the  whole  territory  claimed  by  Spain 
eastward  of  the  Mississippi  was  made  the  aubject  of 
negotiation,  and  that  the  amount  of  the  sum  demanded 
for  it  was  ^e  sole  cause  that  a  treaty  was  not  then 
formed,  and  the  territory  ceded.  • 

The  United  States  have  considered  the  Government 
of  Spain  indebted  to  them  a  greater  sum  for  the  inju- 
ries above  stated,  than  the  province  of  East  Florida 
«an,  by  any  fair  standard  between  the  parties,  be  esti* 
mated  at.  They  have  looked  to  this  province  for  their 
indemnity,  and,  with  the  greater  reason,  becsiuse  the 
Government  of  Spain  itself  has  countenanced  it.  That 
they  have  suffered  their  just  claims  to  remain  so  longi 


unsatisfied,  is  a  new  and  strong  proof  of  the  rao^. 
tion,  as  it  is  of  their  respect  for  the  djaordered  oondi- 
tion  of  that  Power.  There  is,  however,  a  period  iw- 
yond  which  those  claima  ought  not  to  be  negleeied.  k 
would  be  highly  improper  for  the  United  State*,  is 
their  respect  for  Spain,  to  forget  what  they  owe  t« 
their  own  character,  and  to  the  righta  of  their  mjstti 
citiaens. 

Under  these  ctrcumataBces,  it  would  be  equallT  ot- 
just  and  dishonorable  in  the  United  States  to  wsA: 
East  Florida  to  pass  into  the  possession  of  any  other 
Power.  Unjust,  because  they  would  thoreby  lose  the 
only  indemnity  within  their  reach,  for  injuries  wbidi 
ought  long  since  to  have  been  redressed.  DiahowT- 
abte,  because,  in  permitting  another  Power  tovrest 
from  them  that  indemnity,  their  inactivity  and  tcqoi- 
escenee  could  only  be  imputed  to  anwoithy  motiTM. 
Situated  as  East  Florida  is,  cut  off  from  the  other  pot* 
sessions  of  Spain,  and  surrounded  in  a  gnat  metsort 
by  tlie  territory  of  the  United  States,  and  having  ab 
an  important  bearing  on  their  commefce,  no  oiba 
Power  could  think  of  taking  possession  of  it,  with  otbs 
than  hostile  views  to  ti^em.  Kor  ooald  way  otkr 
Power  take  possession  of  it  without  oDdnngerinf  tiia 
prosperity  and  best  interesta. 

The  United  States  have  not  been  ignorant  or  iati- 
tentive  to  what  haa  been  agitated  in  Europe,  at  diftr- 
ent  periods,  sinoe  the  commencoment  of  the  pretnt 
war,  in  regard  to  the  Spanish  provinces  in  this  heoii- 
phere ;  nor  have  they  been  unmindAil  of  the  oon» 
quences  into  which  the  dtsotdeia  of  Spain  mi|ht  leitL 
in  regard  to  the  provinces  in  questioot  without  due 
care  to  prevent  it.  They  have  been  persuaded  thai 
remissness,  on  their  part,  might  invite  the  danger,  if 
it  had  not  already  done  it,  which  it  ia  eo  much  theu 
interest  and  desire  to  prevent.  Deeply  impressed  wiii 
these  coosiderationa,  and  anxious,  while  they  aoqoitteii 
themselves  to  the  just  claima  of  their  oonstitaeou,  u 
preserve  friendship  with  other  Powers,  the  subject  wu 
brought  before  the  Congress  at  ite  last  aessioa,  wbeo 
an  act  was  passed  authorinng  the  Executive  ta  aoccfX 
possession  of  Eaat  Florida  frem  the  local  authontiM. 
or  to  take  it  againat  the  attempt  of  a  foreign  Powar  td 
occupy  it,  holding  it  in  either  case  sul^oct  to  taxat 
and  friendly  negotiation.  Thta  act,  therefore,  eriocai 
the  just  and  amicable  views  by  which  the  United  8utei 
have  been  governed  towards  Spain,  in  the  meatuie  an- 
thorised  by  it  Our  Ministen  at  London  and  Pam 
were  immediately  apprised  of  the  act,  and  instmcted 
to  communicate  the  purport  of  it  to  both  GoveroineDtt. 
and  to  explain,  at  the  same  time,  in  the  most  fneiuiJj 
manner,  the  motives  which  led  to  it.  The  President 
could  not  doubt  that  each  an  explanation  would  give 
all  the  satisfoction  that  was  intended  by  it.  By  a  late 
letter  from  the  American  t^harg^  d' Affaires  at  Us- 
don»  I  observe  that  this  explanation  waa  made  to  yov 

Government  in  the  month  of last.    That  it  wai 

not  eooner  made  waa  owing  to  the  departure  of  the 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  beftre 
the  instruction  was  received. 

I  am  persuaded,  air,  that  you  will  aee,  in  thia  ^ 
of  the  subject,  very  strong  proof  of  the  just  and  aouca* 
ble  disposition  of  the  United  States  towards  Spaio.  of 
which  I  treated  in  the  conference  to  which  you  ban 
alluded.  The  same  disposition  still  exists,  but  it  muit 
be  understood  that  it  cannot  be  indulged  longer  thao 
may  comport  with  the  safety  as  well  as  with  the  righti 
and  honor  of  the  nation.   I  have  the  honor  to  be,  du< 
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FOREION  RELATIONS. 

The  order  of  the  dsy  being  called  for,  the 
Speaker  observed,  that  tbe  gentleman  from 
i^irgioia  on  the  right  tif  the  Chair  was  entitled  to 
be  floor. 

Mr.  Randolph  said  that  if  any  other  gentleman 
lad  any  observations  to  make  on  the  question,  he 
rould  feel  obliged  to  him  if  be  would  offer  them 
heo ;  as  he  was  much  exhausted  by  tbe  fatigues 
f  tbe  morning,  and  Would  be  glad  of  a  little  time 
0  recruit  his  watted  strength  and  spirits. 

After  a  considerable  pause--^no  genileraaa  hav- 
D?  manifested  a  dispoiiiion  to  speak, 

Mr.  RAND0I4PH  rose.  He  expressed  his  sente 
(the  motive *wbich  had  induced  the  gentleman 
rom  Tennessee  (Mr.  Gbundt)  to  move  the  ad- 
rarament,  yesterday^  and  of  the  p<)j[iteness  of  the 
louse  in  grantiog  it;  at  the  same  time  declaring 
hat  in  point  of  fact  be  had  little  cause  to  be  thank- 
iil  for  the  favof^  well  intended  as  he  knew  it  to 
lare  been — since  he  felt  himself  even  less  capa* 
le  of  proceeding  with  his  argument,  than  he  had 
een  on  the  preceding  day. 

It  was  a  question,  as  it  had  been  presented  to 
be  House,  of  peace  or  war.  In  that  light  it  had 
eeo  argued  \  m  no  other  light  could  he  consider 
1.  after  tbe  declarations  nuide  by  members  of  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Relations.  Without  io- 
rnding  any  disrespect  to  the  Chair,  he  most  be 
ermiited  to  savt  that  if  the  deeiHion  yesterday 
ras  correct,  *'  That  it  was  not  in  order  to  ad- 
aoce  any  arguments  against  the  resolution,  drawn 
rora  topics  before  other  committees  of  the  House,'' 
he  whole  debate,  nay.  the  report  itself  on  which 
bey  were  acting,  was  disorderly ;  since  tbe  in- 
rease  of  the  military  force  was  a  subject  at  that 
:me  in  agitation  by  the  select  committee  raised 
D  that  branch  of  the  President's  Message.  But 
;  was  impossible  that  the  discussion  of  a  question 
road  as  the  wide  ocean  of  our  foreign  concerns — 
irolving  every  consideration  of  interest,  of  right, 
f  happiness  and  of  safety  at  home-— touching,  in 
rery  point,  all  that  way  dear  to  freemen,  *^  their 
ves,  tbeir  fortunes,  and  their  sacred  honor!" — 
ould  be  tied  down  by  the  narrow  rules  of  tech- 
ical  routine.-  The  Committee  of  Foreign  Rcia- 
ons  had  indeed  decided  that  the  subject  of  arm- 
igthe  militia  (which  he  had  pressed  upon  them 
s  indispensable  to  the  public  security)  did  not 
ome  witbiu  the  scope  of  their  authority.  On 
rbat  ground,  he  had  oeen  and  still  was  unable  to 
fe,  they  baa  felt  themselves  authorized  (whep 
3a t  subject  was  before  another  coq&mittee)  to 
ecommend  the  raising  of  standing  armies,  with 

view  (as  had  been  declared)  of  immediate 
rar— <i  war  not  of  defence,  but  of  conquest,  of 
ggraodizement,  of  ambition;  a  war  foreign  to  the 
iierest  of  this  country,  to  the  interests  of  hu- 
lanity  itself. 

He  knew  not  how  gentlemen,  calling  them- 
elves  Republicans,  could  advocate,  such  a  war. 
Vhat  was  their  doctrine  in  1798-9,  when  the 
ommand  of  the  army*-that  highest  of  all  pos- 
ible  trusts  in  any  Government,  w  the  form  what 
L  may — was  reposed  in  the  bosom  of  the  Father 
f  his  Country,  the  sanctuary  of  a  nation'iB  love, , 


the  only  h.ope  that  never  came  in  vain !  When 
other  worthies  of  the  Revoluiion — Hamilton. 
Pinckney,  and  the  younger  Washington — men  ot 
tried  patriotism,  of  approved  conduct  and  valor, 
of  untarnished  honor,  held  subordinate  commana 
under  him  !  Republicans  were  then  unwilling 
to  trust  a  standing  army,  even  to  his  hands  who 
had  given  proof  that  he  was  above  all  human 
temptation.  Where  now  is  the  Revolutionary 
hero  to  whom-  you  are  about  to  confide  this  sa- 
cred trust  ?  To  whom  will  you  confide  the  charge 
of  leading  the  flower  of  our  youth  to  the  Heights 
of  Abraham  ?  Will  you  find  him  in  the  person  of 
an  acquitted  felon?  What!  then  you  were  un- 
willing to  vote  an  army  where  such  men  as  had 
been  named  held  high  command !  when  Wasu- 
iNOTON  himself  was  at  the  head — did  you  then 
show  such  reluctance,  feel  sueb  scruples ;  and  are 
yo  u  now  nothing  loth,  fearless  of  every  conse- 
quence 1  Will  you  say  that  your  provooatiooa 
were  lees  then  than  now?  When  your  direct 
commerce  was  interdicted-^your  Ambassadora 
hooted  with  derision  from  the  French  Cou^t*— 
tribute  demanded — actual  war  waged  upon  yon! 
Those  who  opposed  the  army  then,  were  in- 
deed denounced  as  the  partisans  of  France;  as 
the  same  men — some  of  them  at  least-^are  now 
held  up  as  tbe  advocates  of  England ;  those  firm 
and  uudeviaiing  Republicans,  who  then  dared, 
and  now  dare,  to  cling  to  the  ark  of  the  Consti- 
tution, to  defend  it  even  at  the  expense  of  their 
fame,  rather  than  surrender  themselves  to  the 
wild  projects  of  mad  ambition !  *  There  was  a  fa- 
tality attending  plenitude  of  power.  Soon  or  late, 
some  mania  seizes  upon  its  possessors^-they  fall 
from  the  dizzy  height  through  tJie  giddiness  of 
theic  own  heads.  Like  a  vSst  estate,  heaped  up 
by  the  labor  and  industry  of  one  manj  which  sel- 
dom survives  the  third  generation — power,  gained 
by  patient  assiduity,  by  a  faithful  and  regnur  dis- 
charge of  itif  attendant  duties,  soon  geu  above  iu 
own  origin.  Intoxicated  with  their  own  great- 
ness the  Federal  party  fell.  Wilt  not  the  same 
causes  produce  tbe  same  efiects  now,  as  then? 
Sir,  you  may  raise  this  army,  you  may  build  up 
this  vast  structure  of  patronage,  this  mighty  a^ 
paratus  of  favoritism ;  but'^^^^lay  not  the  flatter- 
ing anetioa  to  your  souls"— you  will  never  live 
to  enjoy  the  succession.  You  sign  your  political 
death  warrant. 

Mr«  R.  here  adverted  to  the  provocation  to 
hostilities  from  shutting  op  the  Mississippi  by 
Spain  in  1803~but  more  fully  to  the  eondiM^ 
or  the  House  in  1805-6,  under  the  strongest  of 
all  imaginable  provocatives  to  war ;  the  actual  in- 
vasion of  our  coumry.  He  read  various  passages 
from  the  President's  public  Message  of  December 
3, 1805. 

"Our  Coasts  have  been  infested  and  onr  harbors 
watched,  by  private  armed  vessels ;  some  of  them  with- 
out cemmiflsions,  soma  with  illegal  cosimiasionsy  others 
with  those  of  legal  form,  bat  committing  acto  beyond 
the  authority  of  their  oommissions."  [These  Mr  B. 
stated  to  have  been  Spanish  and  French  corsairs,  fitted 
out  chiefly  in  the  western  ports  of  CabsF— the  English 
cruisers  complained  of  in  the  same  Message,  having 
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regular  comraiflabm  and  carrying  their  priaea  into  port 
for  adjudication.]  "  They  have  captured  in  the  very 
entrance  of  our  harbora,  as  well  as  on  the  high  seat, 
not  only  the  yessels  of  our  friends  coming  to  trade  with 
us,  but  our  own  also.  They  have  carried  them  off 
under  pretence  of  legal  abjudication,  but  not  daring 
to  approach  a  court  of  justice,  they  have  plundered  and 
rank  them  by  the  way,  or  in  obscure  places,  where 
no  evidence  could  arise  against  them ;  maltreated  the 
arews,  and  abandoned  them  in  the  open  sea,  or  on  de- 
sert shores,  without  food  or  covering." 

*'  With  Spain  our  negotiations  fbr  a  settlement  of 
differences  have  not  hacf  a  satisfincforr  issue.  Spolia- 
tions during  the  former  war,  for  which  she  had  form- 
ally acknowledged  herself  responsible,  have  been  re- 
fbsed  to  be  compensated  but  on  conditions  affecting 
other  claims,"  [those  f>r  Frendi  spoliations  carried 
into  Spanish  ports,]  **in  no  wbe  connected  with 
them.  Yet  the  same  practieaa  are  renewed  in  the 
present  war,  and  are  alrea^  of  great  amounl.  On 
the  Motila,  our  commerce  passing  through  that  ilver, 
continues  to  be  obstructed  by  arbiliary  duties,  aad 
▼ezatioua  searches.  Propoittiona  for  adjusting  ami- 
eably  the  boundaries  of  Louisiana. have  not  been  ao- 
ceded  to.  While«  however,  the  right  ia  unsettled,  we 
have  avoided  changing  the  state  of  things,  by  ta)dng 
new  posts  or  strengthening  ourselves  in  the  disputed 
territories,  in  the  nope  that  the  other  Power  would 
not,  by  a  contrary  conduct,  oblige  us  to  meet  their  ex- 
ample, and  endanger  conflicts  oif  authority,  the  issue 
of  which  may  not  be  easily  controlled.  But  in  this 
hope  we  have  now  reason  to  lessen  our  confidence, 
luroads  have  been  recently  made  into  the  Territories 
of  Orleans  and  the  Mississippi."  [Bourbon  county, 
part  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  of  the  good  old  thirteen 
States !]  **  Our  ottiiens  have  been  seized,  and  their 
property  plundered,  in  the  very  ports  of  the  former 
which  had  been  actually  delivered  up  by  Spain,  and 
this  by  the  regular  ofiieerB  >and  soldiers  of  that  Gov- 
ernment. I  have,  therefore,  found  it  necessary  to 
give  ^ders  to  our  treops  <m  that  frontier,  to  be  in 
leadinesq  to  protect  our  citizens,  and  sapel  by -arms 
may  aimilax  aggreaaiona  ia  future." . 

Mr.  R«  said,  that,  on  the  6ih  of  December, 
(three  days  afterwards)  a  s^ret  Measage  was 
raceiTed  from  the  Presiaeot,  which  was  referred 
to  a  eommittee  of  whioh  it  was  hja  late  to  be 
ChairmaD.  hs  eomplexton  mii^ht  be  gathered 
from  the  report  upon  if,  for  the  Measage  ttaeif  is 
not  iDserted  in  the  secret  JooniaL  since  ordered 
to  be  primed.   He  read  the  reportj 

**  The  committee  have  beheld^  with  jnst  indignation, 
the  hoatile  apirit  manifesled  by  the  Cenrt  of  Madrid 
lewarda  the  Govemment  of  the  United  States,  in  with- 
iMlding  the  ratifioation  of  its  convention  with  ns,  al- 
though  aigaed  by  its  own  Minister,  under  the  eye  of 
Ills  Sovereign,  unlssa  with  alterations  of  its  terms,  af- 
focting  daims  of  the  United  States,  which,  by  the  ex- 

geas  conditions  of  tlie  instrument  itself,  were  reserved 
r  future  discussion ;  in  piratical  depredations  upon 
our  fair  commerce ;  in  obstructing  the  navigation  of 
the  Mobile ;  in  reftising  to  come  to  any  fair  and  ami- 
cable adjustment  of  the  boundaries  of  Louisiana ;  and 
in  a  daring  violation,  by  persons  acting  under  the  au- 
thority of  Spain,  and,  no  doubt,  apprized  of  her  senti- 
ments and  views  of  our  undisputed  limhs,  which  she 
had  solemnly  recognised  by  her  treaty. 
<*  To  a  Government  having  interests  distinct  from 


those  of  its  people,  and  disregarding  their  wel£uc, 
here  is  ample  cause  for  a  formal  dedaration  of  wir,  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  such,  did  thej  obej 
the  impulse  of  their  feeling  alone,  is  the  coane  whid 
the  committee  would  not  hesitate  to  recommend:  be: 
to  a  Government  identified  with  the  citizeoB,  too  h? 
removed  from  the  powerful  nations  of  the  earth  for  lu 
safety  to  be  endangered  by  their  hostility,  peace  iDoa 
always  be  desirable,  so  long  as  it  is  compatible  with 
the  honor  and  interest  of  the  community. 

<*  Whilst  the  United  States  continue  burdened  vidt 
a  debt  which  annually  abeoibe  two^thtrds  of  thor  rer- 
enue^  and  duties  upon  imports  oonatitute  the  oolj  n^ 
source  from  which  that  revenue  can  be  raiaed,  vitbaai 
lesorting  to  systems  of  taxation  not  more  miaaus  ud 
oppressive  than  they  are  uneertain  and  pracsiioo8,tiK 
beat  interests  of  the  Union  cry  aloud  for  peace.  Win 
that  debt  shall  have  been  discharged,  and  the  resoaica 
of  the  nation  thereby  liberated,  then  may  we  ratioai&r 
expect  to  raise,  even  in  time  of  war,  the  supplies  whid 
our  frugal  institutions  require,  without  recurnsf  b 
the  hateful,  destructive  expedient  of  loans :  then,  td 
not  till  then,  may  we  bid  defiance  to  the  world.  "Gu 
present  moment  is  peculiarly  auspicious  for  this  gra: 
and  desirable  work.  Now,  if  ever,  the  national  6eb( 
is  to  be  paid  by  such  financial  arrangements  as  viC 
accelerate  its  extinction,  by  reaping  the  rich  harvest  a 
neutrality,  and  thus  providing  for  that  diminotioDcf 
revenue  which  experience  teaches  us  to  expect  on  tk 
general  pacification  of  Europe.  And  the  committtf 
indulge  a  hope,  that,  in  the  changed  .aspect  of  a6in 
in  that  quarter,  Spain  will  find  motives  for  a  just  MU- 
BMut  of  her  stipulations  with  us,  and  an-amicible  setp 
tlement  of  Hrnits,  upon  terms  not  more  beneficial  to  tbe 
United  States  than  advantageous  to  herself^  secaruf 
to  her  an  simple  barrier  on  the  side  d  Mexico,  sod  t* 
us  the  countries  watered  by  the  Miasissippi,  and  t» 
the  eastward  of  it.  But,  whilst  the  committee  peroeiTc, 
in  the  general,  uproar  of  Europe,  a  stsOe  of  things  (» 
cuUarly  favorable  to  the  peaceable  pursuit  of  oor  bed 
interests,  they  are  neither  insensible  to  the  indigsitf 
which  has  been  offered  on  the  part  of  Spain,  dot  un- 
willing to  repel  similar  outrage.  On  the  subject  of 
self  defence,  when  the  Territory  of  the  United  Ststes 
is  insulted,  there  can  be  but  one  opinion,  whaterer 
dififerenoes  may  exist  on  the  question^  whether  tbxt 
protection  which  a  vessel  finds  in  our  harbors,  shsl! 
be  extended  to  her,  by  the  nation,  in  the  Indian  or 
Chinese  seas.  Under  this  impression  the  eommitief 
submit  the  foUowtng  reooUition ;  the  annexed  letter 
from  the  Secretaiy  of  War  wfii  explain  why  it  is  aa 
more  explicit. 

^  Heaohed,  That  such  number  of  troops  (not  exceed- 
ing   •)  ss  the  Prendent  of  the  United  Stales  shsil 

deem  sufficient  to  protect  the  Southern  firontier  of  tlie 
United  States,  from  Spanish  inrosds  and  insult,  snd 
to  chastise  the  same,  be  immediately  raised." 

Mr.  R.  said,  thtt  the  pecnliar  situation  of  the 
frontier,  at  that  time  insulted,  had  alone  ioduced 
the  committee  to  recommend  the  raising  of  reg- 
ular troops.  It  was  too  remote  from  the  pop- 
ulation or  the  country  for  the  militia  to  act^  in 
repelling  and  chastising  Spanish  incursioD.  New 
Orleans  and  its  dependencies  were  separated  by 
a  vast  extent  of  wilderness  from  the  seitlemeots 
of  the  old  United  States;  filled  with  a  disloyal 
and  tarbolent  people,  alien  to  our  institatioos, 
language,  and  manners;  and  disaflfected  ,to!!rards 
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or  Gorernmeor.  Little  reli«iice  coald  be  placed 
ipoQ  them,  and  it  was  plaio,  that  if  ^  it  wat  the 
DieotJoD  ojf  Spate  to-advaDce  oo  our  poasetsioos 
otii  she  should  be  rep«tlsed  b^  an  opposing  force,'* 
lat  force  most  be  a  regolar  army,  uoTess  we 
rere  disposed  to  abandon  ail  the  coantry  sooth 
f  Teooessee.  That  if  ^  the  protection  of  our 
itizeos  and  the  spirit  and  the  honor  of  our  cooo- 
j  required  that  force  should  be  interposed,^' 
oihiog  remained  bdt  for  the  Legislature  to  grant 
le  only  practicable  means,  or  to  shrink  from  the 
iss(  sacred  of  all  its  duties — ^to  abandon  the  soil 
sd  its  iohabitaDts  to  the  tender  mercy  of  hostile 
ifiders. 

Yet  this  report,  moderate  as  it  was,  had  been 
eemed  of  too  strong  a  character  by  the  House. 
twas  rejected:  and,  at  the  motion  of  a  gentleman 
Dm  Massachusetisy  (Mr.  BiDwitL,) — who  bad 
ince  taken  a  great  fancy  also  to  Canada,  and 
iirehed  off  thither,  m'adrance  of  the  Commit- 
!e  of  Foreign  Relatione— **  92fiO0,QO0  were  ap- 
ropriated  toward,'^  (not  in  full  of)  ^^any  extra- 
ordioary  expense  which  might  be  incurved  in 
the  iotcrcourse  between. the  United  States  and 
foreign  nations:"  in  other  words,  to  buy  oS,  at 
^ris,  Spanish  aggressions  at  home. 

Was  this  fact  giren  ia  evidence  of  our  impar- 
•lity  towards  the  belligerents  f — that  to  the  in- 
ilts  and  injuries  and  actual  invasion  of  one  of 
itm  we  opposed  not  bullets,  but  dollars;  that  to 
IpSDish  invasiofi  we  opposed  money,  whilst  for 
tritish  aggression  on  the  high  seas  we  had  arma ; 
ffensive  war?  But  Spain  a^s  then  shielded, as 
relt  as  instigated,  by  a  greater  Power.  Hence 
•r  respect  for  her.  Had  we  at  that  time  aoied 
s  we  oQght  to  have  done  in  defence  of  rights,  of 
be  naiaie  ioium  itself,  we  should  (he  felt  eonfi- 
KBt)' have  avoided  that  series  of  insult,  disgrace, 
ad  tojary,  which  had  beeo  poured  pot  upon  tis 
a  long  onbrolcen  auccension.  We  would  not 
hen  raise  a  small  regular  foree  for  a  eonntry 
rhere  the  militia  could  not  act^  to  defend  our 
<WB  Territory ;  bow,  we  are  willing  to  levy  a 
!itat  army,  for  great  it  must  be,  to  accomplish 
be  proposed  object,  for  a  war  of  conquest  and 
nibition--aDd  this,  too,  at  the  very  entrance  of 
be  "  Northern  Hive,"  of  the  atroBgast  part  of  the 
JnioD. 

Aa  iiuunaatioD  had  fallen  from  the  gautleman 
rom  Tenoaasae.  (Air.  GauiiBY,)  that  the  late 
DassBcre  of  oar  brethren  on  the  Wabash  had  been 
asti^led  b^  the  British  Qovernment.  Has  the 
^resuleot  given  any  such  infiormation^has  the 
jeatieoMin  received  any  such,  even  informally, 
rom  any  officer  of  this  Goveranaent  ?  Is  it  so 
elieved  by  the  Administration  7  He  had  cause 
0  think  the  conlmry  to  be  the  fact ;  that  such 
*is  oot  their  opinion.  This  iastnuaiioa  was  of 
^  grossest  kind— a  presumption  the  most  rash, 
lie  Biost  nojustifiable.  Show  but  good  ground 
or  ii,  he  would  give  up  the  question  at  the  thres- 
lold— he  was  ready  to  march  to  Canada,  h  was 
^M  well  calculated  to  excite  the  feelings  of 
«« Western  people  particularly,  who  were  not 
|uiie  so  tenderlv  attached  to  our  red  lirethren  as 
tome  modern  philosophers ;  but  it  wa9  destitute 


of  any  foundation,  beyond  mere  surmise  and  sus- 
picion. What  would  be  thought,  if,  without  any 
proof  whatsoeveri  a  member  should  rise  in  his 
place  and  tell  us,  that  the  massacre  in  Savannah, 
a  massacre  perpetrated  by  civilized  savages,  with 
French  commissions  in  their  pockets,  was  excited 
by  the  French  Gkivernment  ?  There  was  an  easy 
and  natural  solution  of  the  late  transaction  on  the 
Wabash,  in  the  well  knowu  character  of  the  ab- 
original savage  of  North  America,  without  resort- 
in g  to  any  such  mere  conjectural  estimate.  He 
was  sorry  to  say  that  for  this  signal  calamity  and 
disgrace  the  House  was,  in  part,  at  leaist,  answer- 
able. Session  after  session,  their  table  had  been 
pil^d  up  with  Indian  treaties,  for  which  the  ap- 
propriations had  been  voted  as  a  matter  of  course, 
without  examination.  Advantage  bad  been  taken 
of  the  spirit  of  the  Indians,  broken  by  the  war 
which  ended  in  the  Treaty  of  Qreen villa.  Under 
the  asceodency  then  acquired  over  them,  they 
had  been  pent  up  by  subsequent  treaties  into 
nooks,  straightened  in  their  ouarters  by  a  bliml 
cupidity,  seeking  to  extinguish  their  title  to  im- 
mense Wildernesses,  for  which,  (possessing,  as  we 
do  already,  more  land  than  we  can  sell  or  use) 
we  shall  not  ha.ve  occasion*  for  half  a  century  to 
come.  It  was  our  own  thirst  for  territory,  our 
own  want  of  moderation,  that  had  driven  these 
sons  of  nature  to  desperation,  of  which  we  felt  the 
affects. 

Mr.  R.,  although,  not  personally  acq4iainted 
with  the  late  Colonel  Daviess,  felt,  he  was  per- 
suaded, as  deep  and  serious  regret  for  his  loss 
as  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  himself.  He 
knew  him  only  through  the  representation  of 
a  friend  of  the  deceased  (Mr.  Rowan)  sometime 
a  member  of  that  House ;  a  man,  who,  for  native 
force  of  intellect,  manlineas  of  character,  and  high 
sense  of  honor,  was  not  inferior  to  any  that  had 
ever  sat  there.  With  him  he  sympathized  in  the 
severest  calamity  that  coald  befall  a  man  of  his 
cast  of  character.  Would  to  God  they  were 
both  then  on  ihe  floor !  From  his  personal  knowl- 
edge of  the  one,  he  felt  conlident  tliat  he  would 
have  his  support — ^and  ha  believed  (judging  of 
him  from  the  represeutation  of  their  common 
frien4)  of  the  other  also. 

He  could  bat  smile  at  the  liberality  of  the  gen- 
tleman^ in  giving  Canada  to  New  York,  in  order  to 
strengthen  the  Northern  balance  of  power,  while 
at  the  same  time  he  forwarnedlier  that  the  West- 
em  scale  must  preponderate,  Mr.  R.  said  he 
could  almost  fancy  thatt  he  saw  the  Capitol  in 
motion  towards  the  falls  of  Ohio — after  a  short 
sojourn  takiojg  its  flight  to  the  Mississippi,  and 
finally  alighting  on  Parian;  which,  when  the 
gentleman's  dreams  are  l^afized,  will  be  a  most 
eligible  seat  of  Government  for  the  new  Republic 
(or  Bmpire)  of  the  two  Americas  t  But  it  seemed 
that  "*  in  1808  we  talked  and  acted  foolishly,"  and 
to  give  some  color  of  consistency  to  that  follv, 
we  most  now  commit  a  greater.  Really  he  could 
not  conceive  of  a  weaker  reason  offered  in  sup- 
port of  a  present  measure,  than  the  justification 
of  a  former  foily.  He  hoped  we  should  act  a 
wiser  pari-'take  warning  by  our  follies,  since  we 
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had  become  sensible  offbem,  and  resoUe  to  talk 
and  act  foolishty  no  more.  It  \i^as  indeed. high 
time  to  give  over  such  preposterous  language  and 
proceedings. 

This  war  of  conquest,  a  war  for  the  acquisition 
of  territory  and  subjects,  is  to  be  a  new  commen- 
tary on  the  doctrine  that  Republics  are  destitute 
of  ambition — that  they  are  addicteti  to  peace, 
wedded  to  the  happiness  and  safety  of  the  great 
body  of  their  people.  Bat  it  seem»  this^  la  to  -be  a 
holiday  campaign — there  is  to  be  no  expense  of 
blood,  or  treasure,  on  our  part — Gaaada  is  to  con- 
quer herself— she  itf  to  be  subdued  by  the  princi- 
plesi  of  fraternity.  The  people  of  Chat  country 
are  first  to  be  seduced  from  their  allegiance,  atid 
converted  into  traitors,  as  preparatory  to  the  mak- 
ing them  good  citizens.  Although  he  must  ac- 
knowledge that  some  of  our  flaming  patriots  were 
thus  manufactured,  he  did  not  think  the  process 
would  hold  good  with  a  whole  community,  it 
was  a  dangerous  experiment.  We  were  to  suc- 
ceed in  the  French  mode  by  the  system  of  frater- 
nization— all  is  French!  but  how  dreadfully  it 
might  be  retorted  on  the  Southern  and  Western- 
slaveholding  States.  He  detested  this  suborna- 
tion of  treason.  No-*if  he  must  have  them^  let 
them  fall  by  the  valor  of  our  arms,  by  fair,  legiti- 
mate conquest ;  not  become  the  victims  of  treach- 
erous seduction. 

He  was  not  surprised  at  jthe  war  spirit  which 
was  manifesting  itself  in  gentlemen  from  the 
South.  In  the  year  1805-G,  in  a  struggle  for  the 
carrying  trade  of  belligerent  colonial  produce,  this 
country  had  been  most  unwisely  brought  into  col- 
lision with  the  great  Powers  of  Europe.  By  a 
series  of  most  impolitic  and  ruinous  measure?,  ut^ 
teriy  incomprehensible  to  every  rational,  sobec- 
minded  man,  the  Soutihero  planters,  by^ their  own 
votes,  had  succeeded  in  knodcing  down  the  price 
of  cotton  to  seven  cents,  and  of  tobacco  (a  few 
choice  crops  excepted)  to  nothing — and  in  raising 
the  price  of  blankets,  (of  which  a  few  wpjiM  not 
be  amiss  in  a  Canadian  campaign,}  coarse  wool- 
lens, and  every  article  of  first  necessity,  three  or 
four  hundred  p«r  cent.  And  now  that,  by  our  own 
acts,  we  have  brought  ourselves  into  this  uapre- 
cedented  condition,  we  must  get  out  of  it  in  any 
way,  but  by  an  acknowledgement  of  our  own 
want  of  wisdom  and  forecast.  But  is  war  the 
true  remedy  ?  Who  will  profit  bv  it  7  Specula- 
tors— a  few  lucky  merchants,  wno  draw  prizes 
in  the  lottery — commissaries  and  contractors. 
Who  must  suffer  by  it  ?  The  people.  It  is  their 
blood,  their  taxes,  that  must  flow  to  support  it. 

But  gentlemen  avowed  that  they  would  not  go 
to  war  for  the  carrying  trade— -that  it,  for  any 
other  but  the  direct  export  and  import  trade— that 
which  carries  our  native  products  abroad,  and 
brings  back  the  return  cargo ;  and  yet  they  stickle 
for  our  commercial  rights,  and  will  go  to  war  for 
them !  He  wished  to  know,  in  point  of  principlie, 
what  difference  gentlemen  could  point  out  be- 
tween the  abandonment  of  this  or  of  that  mari- 
time right  ?  Do  gentlemen  assume  the  lofty  port 
and  tone  of  chivalrous  redressors  of  maritime 
wrongs,  and  declare  their  readineas  to  sarfcader 


every  other  maritime  right,  provided  iheyotiT 
remain  unmolested  hi  the  exercise  of  the  baaW 
privilege  of  carrying  their  own  produce  abiiitfi, 
and  bringing  back  a  retura  cargo  ?  Do  you  make 
this  declaration  to  the  enemy  at  the  outset  1  D-> 
you  state  the  minimum  with  which  yon  will  be 
contented,  and  put  it  in  her  power  to  cloce  wiu 
your  proposals  at  her  option ;  give  her  the  bass 
of  a  treaty  ruinous  and  disgraceftil  beyond  eian- 
pie  and  ezpcession  ?  and  this  too  after  baTiat 
turned  up  your  noses  in  disdain  at  the  tretiies  ii 
Mr.  Jay  and  Mr.  Monroe !  Will  you  aay  to  Ed^ 
land,  ^  end  the  war  when  you  please,  give  iu  Ui 
direct  trade  in  our  own  produce,  we  are  cooien;r 
But  What  will  the  merchants  o(  Saleoi,  and  Bos- 
ton, and  New  York,  and  Philadelphia,  and  Bsii* 
more,  the  men  of  Marblehead  and  Cnpe  Cod,  4f 
to  t  his  ?  Will  tkey  join  ia  a  war  pritfeaaing  to  hare 
for  its  object  what  they  would  consider  (and  JQ»hf 
too)  as  the  sacrifice  of  their  maritime  rights,  fit 
affectiiig  to  be  a  war  for  the  protection  of  cun" 
merce  f 

He  was  gratified  to  find  gentlemen  acknowlcdf 
ing  the  demoralizing  and  destrnctire  conseqa«- 
ces  of  the  non-importation  law— eonfessiot^  m 
truth  of  all  that  its  opponents  foretold  when  a  vi 
enacted.  And  will  you  plnnge  yourselves  in  wi^ 
because  yon  have  passed  a  iboiiah  and  raisoM 
law,  and  are  ashamed  to  repeal  it?  '^Bot 
good  friend  the  French  Emperor  stands  in 
way  of  its  repeal,"  and  as  we  cannot  go  tooi 
in  making  sacrificea  to  him,  who  haa  given  i( 
demonstration  of  his  loVe  for  the  Americaas.  i^ 
most,  in  potiit  of  fiict,  become  partiea  to  his  wd 
^  Who  can  be  so  cruel  as  to  refuse  niaa  this  favorff 
His  imagination  shrunk  from  the  miserie « 
ttueh  a  connexion.  He  called  upon  the  Hoo^l 
reflect  whether  they  were  not  abont  to  absoM 
all  reclamation  for  the  unparalleled  out  cages,  **ii 
suits  and  injuries"  of  the  French  Gk>verDinea 
to  give  up  our  claim  for  plundered  millions;  aoi 
asked  what  reparation  or  atonement  they  €ouJ< 
expect  to  obtain  in  hoars  of  fotnre  dalliance,  a^ 
ter  they  should  have  made  a  tender  of  their  pcf 
son  to  this  sreat  deflowerer  of  the  rirginity « 
republics.  We  had  by  our  own  wise  (he  wook 
not  say  wtae^acre)  measures,  so  increased  ta 
trade  and  wealth  of  Montreal  and  Quebec,  tu 
at  last  we  began  to  cast  a  wistful  eye  at  Csoi<ii 
Having  done  ao  much  towards  its  uB|iroveffle« 
by  the  exercise  of  "  onr  restrictire  energies,"  ^ 
began  to  think  the  laborer  worthy  of  his  hire,  aa^ 
to  pat  in  claim  for  oar  portion.  Suppose  itoon 
are  we  any  nearer  to  our  fK>int  ?  As  his  Miaii 
ter  said  to  the  King  of  Epiras,  *'  may  we  not  a 
well  take  our  bottle  of  wine  before  aa  aAer  tii^ 
exploit?''  Go!  march  to  Canada!  leave  (ii 
broad  bosom  of  the  Chesapeake  and  her  baadre 
tributary  rivers— -the  whole  line  of  seacoast  frol 
Machias  to  St.  Mary's,  unprotected !  Yoo  harj 
taken  Quebec — have  you  conquered  Englsad 
Will  you  seek  for  the  deep  foundations  of  hi 
power  in  the  frozen  deserts  of  Labrador? 

**  Her  march  is  op  the  mountain  w«Tf» 
Her  home  is  on  the  deep !'' ' 
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Will  you  eall  upon  her  to  leAve  your  ports  aftd 
arbors  UDioucbed,  only  just  till  you  caa  return 
om  Canada,  to  defend  them  ?  Tbe  coast  is  to 
9  left  defenceless,  whilst  men  of  tbe  interior  are 
•Telling  in  conquest  and  spoil.  But  grant  for  a 
lomeat,  for  mere  argument's  sake,  that  in  Can- 
la  yon  touched  the  sinews  of  her  strength,  instead 
f  remoring  a  clog  upon  her  resources — an  en- 
imbrance,  but  one,  which,  from  a  spirit  of  bon- 
r,sbe  will  rigorously  defend.  In  what  situation 
ottld  you  then  place  some  of  the  best  men  of  the 
itioD  7  As  Chatham  and  Burke,  and  the  whole 
indof  her  patriots,  prayed  for  her  defeat  in  1776, 
)  must  some  of  the  truest  friends  to  their 
Miniry  deprecate  the  success  of  our  arms  against 
ic  oDly  Power  that  holds  in  check  the  arch- 
lemy  of  mankind. 

Mr.  R.  declared,  that  the  committee  had  out- 
trippedtbe  Bzecaiive*  In  designating  the  Power 
^iost  whom  this  force  was  to  be  employed — as 
ad  moit  unadvisably  been  done  in  the  preamble 
r  maaifesto  with  which  the  resolutions  were 
refaced— they  had  not  consulted  the  views  of 
be  Bzecutire ;  that  designation  was  equivalent 
}aQ  abaadonment  of  all  our  claims  on  the  French 
lorerDment.  No  sooner  was  the  report  laid  on 
be  table,  than  the  vultures  were  flocking  round 
beir  prey,  the  carcass  of  a  great  Military  Bstab- 
tthmeot— men  of  trained  reputation,  of  broken 
Mtaoes  (if  they  ever  had  any)  and  of  battered 
msiiiuiions,  '*  choice  spirits,  tired  of  the  dull  pur- 
aiis  of  cirii  life,''  were  seeking  after  agencies  and 
MDmissioQs;  willing  to  doze  in  gross  stupidity 
irer  Uie  public  fire ;  to  light  the  public  candle  at 
oihends.  Honorable  men,  undoubtedly  there  were 
ntdy  10  serve  their  conntrv,  but  what  man  of 
pirit,  or  of  self-respect,  would  accept  a  ooinmis- 
100  io  (be  present  Army  7 

Tbegeotieman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Qbundy) 
ad  addressed  himself,  yesterday,  exclusively  to 
be  **  Republicans  of  this  House."  Mr.  R.  knew 
io(  whether  he  might  consider  himself  as  entitled 
oany  part  of  the  benefit  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
UQ^i  discourse.  It  belonged  not,  however,  to 
bat  gentleman  to  decide.  If  we  must  have  an 
spostiioQ  of  tbe  doctrines  of  Republicanism,  he 
bouid  receive  it  from  tbe  fathers  of  jihe  church, 
Ad  Dot  from  the  junior  apprentices*of  the  law. 
u  should  appeal  to  his  worthy  friends  from  Car- 
ina, (Messrs.  Maoom  and  Stanford,)  "  men 
'"b  whom  he  bad  measured  his  strength,"  by 
vbose  side  he  had  fought  during  the  reign  of  ter- 
^iiotii  was  indeed  an  hour  of  corruption,  of 
fpression,  of  pollution.  It  was  not  at  all  to  his 
^(^  that  sort  of  Republicanism  which  was  sup- 
^  00  this  side  ot  the  Atlantic  by  the  father 
u  the  sedition  law,  John  Adams,  and  by  Peter 
^oreapioe  on  the  other.  Republicanism  I  of  John 
^dims !  and  William  Cobbett !  Par  nMUfra* 
^,  now  united  as  in  1798,  whom  the  cruel  walls 
Oewgate  alone  keep  from  flying  to  each  other's 
^brace^but  whom,  in  sentiment,  it  is  impos- 
>bie  to  divide  1  Gallant  crusaders  in  the  holy 
|>Qse  of  Republicanism !  Such  "Republicanism 
^  indeed  mean  anything  or  nothing." 

^QT  people  will  not  submit  to  be  taxed  for  this 
iSihCoN.  IstSsss.— 15 


war  of  conquest  and  dominion.  The  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  was  not  calculated  to 
wage  offensive  foreign  war — it  was  instituted  for 
the  common  defence  and  general  welfare ;  and 
whosoever  should  embark  it  in  a  war  of  offence, 
would  put  it  to  a  test  which  it  was  by  no 
means  calculated  to  endure.  Make  it^  out  that 
Great  Britain  had  instigated  the  Indians  on  the 
late  occasion,  and  he  was  ready  for  battle  ;  but 
not  for  dominion.  He  was  unwilling,  however, 
under  present  circumstances,  to  take  Canada,  at 
the  risK  of  the  Constitution — to  embark  in  a  com- 
mon cause  with  France  and  be  dragged  at  the 
wheels  of  the  car  of  some  Burr  or  Bonaparte. 
For  a  gentleman  from  Tennessee  or  Gennea- 
see,  or  Lake  Cham  plain,  there  may  be  some 
prospect  of  advantage.  Their  hemp  would  bear 
a  great  price  by  the  exclusion  of  foreign  supply. 
In  that  too  the  great  importers  were  deeply  inter- 
ested. The  upper  country  on  the  Hudson  and 
the  Lakes  would  be  enriched  by  the  supplies  for 
the  troops,  which  they  alone  cotlld  furnish.  They 
would  have  the  exclusive  market :  to  say  noth- 
ing of  tbe  increased  preponderance  from  the  ac- 
quisition of  Canada  and  that  section  of  the  Union, 
which  the  Southern  and  Western  States  had  al- 
ready felt  so  severely  in  the  apportionment  bill. 

Mr.  R.  adverted  to  the  defenceless  state  of  our 
seaports,  and  particularly  of  the  Chesapeake.  A 
single  spot  only,  on  both  shores,  might  be  consid- 
ered in  tolerable  security — from  the  nature  of  the 
port  and  the  strength  of  tbe  population — and  that 
spot  unhappily  governed  the  whole  State  of  Mary- 
land. His  friend,  the  late  Governor  of  Maryland, 
(Mr.  Llotd)  at  the  very  time  he  was  bringing 
his  warlike  resolutions  before  the  Legislature  oi 
the  State,  was  liable,  on  any  night,  to  be  lak^n 
out  of  bis  bed  and  carried  off  with  his  family,  by 
the  most  contemptible  picaroon.  Such  was  the 
situation  of  many  a&roily  in  Maryland  and  lower 
Virginia. 

Mr.  R.  dwelt  on  the  danger  arising  from  the 
black  population.  He  said  he  would  touch  this 
subject  as  tenderly  as  possible— it  waa  with  re- 
luctance that  he  touched  it  at  all — but  in  cases  of 
rit  emergency,  the  State  physician  must  not 
deterred  bv  a  sickly,  hysterical  humanity, 
from  probinff  the  wound  of  his  patient — he  must 
not  he  withneld  by  a  fastidious  and  mistaken 
humanity  from  representing  his  true  situation  to 
his  friends,  or  even  to  the  sick  man  himself,  where 
the  occasion  called  for  it  What  was  the  situa- 
tion of  the  slaveholding  States?  During  the 
war  of  the  Revolution,  so  fixed  were  their  habits 
of  subordination,  that  when  the  whole  Southern 
country  was  overrun  by  the  enemy,  who  invited 
them  to  desert,  no  fear  was  ever  entertained  of 
an  insurrection  of  the  slaves.  ^  During  the  war  of 
seven  years,  with  our  country  In  possession  of  the 
enemy,  no  such  danger  was  ever  apprehended. 
But  should  we  therefore  be  unobservant  specta- 
tors of  the  progress  of  society  within  the  last 
twenty  years— of  the  silent  but  powerful  chang:e 
wrought  by  time  and  chance,  upon  its  coinposi- 
tion  and  temper?  When  the  fountains  of  the 
great  deep  of  abomination  were  broken  aj^  eten 
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the  poor  slaves  bad  not  escaped  the  geoeral  del* 
uge.  The  French  Revolation  bad  polluted  even 
them.  Nay,  there  had  not  been  wanting;  men  in 
that  House,  witness  their  Legislative  Legendre, 
the  butcher  who  once  held  a  seat  there,  to  preaeb 
upon  that  floor  these  imprescriptible  rights  to  a 
crowded  audience  of  blacks  in  the  gallerie^^ 
teaching  them  that  they  are  equal  to  their  mas- 
ters; in  other  words,  advising  thei;a  to  cot  their 
throats.  Similar  doctrines  were  disseminated 
by  pedlers  from  New  England  and  elsewhere, 
through<$ut  the  Southern  country — and  masters 
had  been  found  so  infatuated,  as  by  their  live^ 
and  conversation,  by  a  general  contempt  of  order, 
morality,  aod  relij^ton,  unthinkingly  to  cherish 
these  seeds  of  selfdestruction  to  them  and  their 
families  .  What  was  the  consequence  ?  Within 
the  last  ten  years,  repeated  alarms  of  insurrection 
among  the  slaves-.-some  of  them  awful  indeed. 
From  the  spreading  of  this  infernal  doctrine,  the 
whole  Southern  country  had  been  thrown  into  a 
•tate  of  insecurity.  Men  dead  to  the  operation 
of  moral  causes,  had  taken  away  from  the  poor 
alave  his  habits  of  loyalty  and  obedience  to  his 
master,  which  lightened  his  servitude  by  a  double 
operation;  beguiling  his  own  cares  and  disarm- 
ing his  roaster's  suspicions  and  severity  ;  and  now, 
like  true  empirics  in  politics,  yon  are  called  upon 
to  trust  to  the  mere  physical  strength  of  the  fetter 
which  holds  him  in  bondage.  You  have  deprived 
him  of  all  moral  restramt,  you  have  tempted 
him  to  eat  of  the  fruit  of  the  tree  of  knowledge, 

i'ust  enough  to  perfect  him  in  wickedness;  you 
lave  opened  his  eyes  to  hisnakedo«ss;  you  have 
armed  his  nature  against  the  hand  that  has  fed, 
that  has  clothed  him,  that  has  cherished  him  in 
sickness;  that  hand,  which  before  he  became  a 
pupil  of  vour  school,  he  had  been  accustomed  to 
press  with  respectful  affection.  You  have  done 
all  this — and  then  show  him  the  gibbet  and .  the 
wheel,  as  incentives  to  a  sullen,  repugnant  obe- 
dience. Gk>d  forbid,  sir.  that  the  Southern  States 
should  ever  see  an  enemy  on  their  shores,  with 
these  infernal  principles  of  French  fraternity  in 
the  van  !  While  talking  of  taking  Canada,  some 
of  us  were  shuddering  for  our  own  safety  at  home. 
He  spoke  from  facts,  when  he  said  that  the  night- 
bell  never  tolled  for  fire  in  Richmond  that  the 
mothei  did  not  hug  her  infont  more  closely  to  her 
bosom.  He  had  been  a  witness  of  some  of  the 
mlarms  in  the  capital  of  Virginia. 

How  had  we  shown  our  sympathy  wi^  the 
patriotsof  Spain,  or  with  her  American  provinces? 
by  seizing  on  one  of  them,  her  claim  to  whieh 
we  had  formerly  respected,  as  soon  as  the  parent 
country  was  embroiled  at  home.  Was  it  thus  we 
yielded  them  assistance  against  the  arch-fiend  who 
is  grasping  at  the  sceptre  of  the  civilized  world. 
The  object  of  France  is  as  much  Spanish  Amer- 
ioa  as  Old  Spain  herself.  Much  as  he  hated  a 
standing  army  he  could  almost  find  it  in  his  heart 
to  vote  one,  could  it  be  sent  to  the  assistance  of 
the  Spanish  patriots. 

Mr.  R.  then  proceeded  to  notice  the  unjust  and 
illiberalimputation  of  British  attachments,  against 
certain  characters  in  this  country,  sometimes  in- 


sinontcd  in  that  House,  bnt  openly  avowed  omcf 

it*    Against  whom  were  these  charges  brcmglkt- 

Against  men.  who  in  the  war  of  the  ReToluu& 

were  in  the  councils  of  the  nation,  or  fi^bttc; 

the  battles  of  your  country.    And  by  whom  wtn 

they  made  ?     By  runaways,  chiefly  from  \k 

British  dominions,  since  the  breaking  ooi  of  m 

French  troubles.    He  indignantly  said — iiis  it* 

sufferable.    It  cannot  be  borne.    It  mast,  ^ni 

ought,  with  severity,  be  put  down  in  this  Uoos. 

and,  our  of  it.  to  meet  the  lie  direct.    We  have  n 

fellow  feeling  for  the  suffering  aod  oppress!^ 

Spaniards !     Yet  even  th^m  we  do  not  reprobste 

Strange !  that  we  should  have  no  objection  to  a^ 

people  or  Government,  civilized  or  savase,  is  m 

whole  world.     The  great  Aotocrmt  of  all  tk 

Russias  receives  the  homage  of  our  high  eoasrf* 

eration.    The  Dey  of  Algiers  and  his  Ditio  d 

Pirates  are  very  eivil,  good  sort  of  people,  viii 

whom  we  find  no  difl&culty  in  mainuintog  t^ 

relations  of  peace  and  amity — "•  Turks,  Jewtad 

Infidels  ;"  Mellimelli,  or  the  Little  Turtle;  Bar 

barians  and  savages  of  every -clime  and  ccia 

are  welcome  to  our  arras.    With  chiefs  of  bai 

ditti,  negro  or  mulatto^e  can  treat  and  can  traiii 

Name,  however,  but  Kngland,  and  all  oor  ad 

pathies  -are  up  in  arms  agaiast  her.     A( 

whom  ?    Against  those  whose  blood  runs  in 

veins ;  in  common  with  whom  we  claim  Sbi 

pea  re,  and  Newton,  and  Chatham,  for  our  coi 

trymen ;  whose  form  of  government  h  the  fr 

on  earth,  our  own  only  excepted ;  from  what 

every  valuable  principle  of  our  own  io&iiiotioi 

has  been  borrowed — representation,  jury  u 

voting  the  suppliot,  writ  of  habeas  corpus 

whole  civil  and  criminal  jurisprudence — agaii 

our  fellow  Protestants  identified  in  bloody  in  li 

guage,io  relfgion  with  ourselves.    In  whatscfa< 

did  the  worthies  of  our  land,  the  Wsshio^t 

Henrys,  Hancocks,  Franklins,  Rutledges  of  Ame 

ica  learn  those  principles  of  civil  lit>erty  vhk 

were  so  nobly  asserted  by  their  wisdom  aod  raioi 

And  American  resistance  to  British  usarptiid 

bad  not  been  more  warmly  cherished  by  these  ^rd 

men  and  their  compatriots ;  not  more  by  Was^ 

ington,  Haneock,  and  Henry,  than  by  ubatbd 

and  his  illustrious  associates  in  the  British  Pa 

lia ment«    It  ought  to  be  remembered,  too,  thai  u 

heart  of  the  English  peopte  was  with  us.    It  w 

a  selfi:ih  and  corrupt  Ministry,  and  their  serri 

tools,  to  whom  we  were  not  more  opposed  tk 

they  were.    He  trusted  that  none  such  migl 

ever  exist  among  us— for  tools  will  never  I 

wanting  to  subserve  (he  purposes^  however  rail 

ous  or  wicked,  of  Kings  and  Ministers  of  Su(^ 

He  acknowledged  the  influence  of  a  Sbtk 

peare  and  Milton  upon  his  imagination,  of  a  Loci 

upon  his  understanding,  of  a  Sidney  Qpoo^ 

political  principles,  of  a  Chatham  upon  qosliti 

whiclL  would  to  Ood  1  he  possessed  in  cooi«b< 

with  that  illustrious  man — of  a  Tillotsoo,  tShc 

lock,  and  a  Porteus,  upon  his  religion.    This  *| 

a  British  influence  which  he  could  never  shai 

off!    He  allowed  much  to  the  just  and  hoiK 

erejudices  growing  out  of  the  Revolution.  B 
J  whom  had  they  bean  suppressed  when  ihi 
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an  counter  to  the  interests  of  his  countr||r  ?  By 
iVasbiDgtoD.  By  whom,  would  you  listen  to 
bem,  are  they  most  keenly  felt  ?  By  felons  es- 
aped  from  the  jail»  of  Paris,  Newgate,  and  Kil- 
laiobam,  since  the  breaking  out  of  th«  French 
leTolutioD — who,  in  this  abused  and  insulted 
ountry,  have  set  up  for  political  teachers,  and 
rbose  disciples  ^ire  no  other  proof  of  their  pro- 
ress  in  Republicanism,  except  a  Mind  devotion 
)  tbe  most  ruthless  military  despotism  that  the 
rorld  erer  saw.  These  are  the  patriots,  who 
cruple  not  to  brand  with  the  epithet  of  tory  the 
i€D  (looking  towards  the  seat  of  Col.  Stuart) 
r  whose  blood  your  liberties  have  been  cemented, 
heseare  tbeji  who  hold  in  so  keen  remembrance ' 
leouiragesof  tbe  British  armies,  from  which  many 
f  them  were  <feserters.  Ask  these  self-styled  pat- 
ois where  they  were  during  the  American  war, 
:or  tbey  are  for  the  most  part  old  enough  to  have 
sroe  arms,)  and  you  strike  them  dumb— their 
p6  are  closed  in  eternal  silence.  If  it  were  al- 
wable  to  entertaiil  partialities,  erery  consid- 
atioD  of  blood,  Jangoage,  religion,  and  interest. 
rouldiDcliQe  us  towards  England ;  and  yet,  sbali 
ley  be  alone  extended  to  France  and  heir  ruler. 
hom  we  are  bound  to  believe  a  chastening  God 
ifiers  as  the  scourge  of  a  guilty  world  !  On  alt 
iker  nations  he  tramples-^he  holds  them  in  eon* 
ifflpt— England  alone  he  hates ;  he  would,  hot  he 
iDoot  despise  her-— fear  cannot  desrpise*  Andahall 
e  disparage  our  ancestors  ? — shall  we  bastardize 
irseWes  by  placing  them  even  below  thcs  brigands 
'St.  Domingo?  with  whom  Mr.  Adams  had 
igotiated  a  sort  of  treaty j  for  which  hie  ouffht  to 
176  been  and  w^uld  have  been  impeacned,  if 
le  people  had  not  previously  passed  sentence  of 
fiqualification  for  their ser rice  upon  him.  This 
uipatby  to  all  that  is  English  must  be  FEench. 
But  the  otttra^esand  injuries  of  England — Bred 
p  in  the  principles  of  the  Revolution,  he  could 
(ter  palliate,  much  less  defend  them.  He  well  re* 
cmbered  flying  with  his  mother,  and  her  new* 
}rD  child,  from  Arnold  and  Phllltps — and  tfaev 
id  been  dritea  by  Tarletoa  and  other  Britisn 
mdoors  from  pillar  to  post,  while  her  husband 
18  fighting  the  battles  of  his  conntry.  Tbe  im* 
essioo  was  indelible  on  his  memory-^and  yet 
ike  his  worthy  old  neighbor,  who  added  seven 
ick  shot  to  every  cartridge  at  the  battle  of  Gull- 
rd  and  drew  a  fine  siglit  at  his  man)  be  must 
!  cooteat  to  be  called  a  Cory  by  a  patriot  of  the 
St  importation.  Let  us  not  get  rtd  of  one  evil 
apposing  it  to  be  possible)  at  the  expense  of  a 
'eater--inti<£tfte  mtUandis.  Suppose  France  iik 
>ssession  of  the  British  naval  power-^-aod  to  her 
e  Trident  most  pass  should  England  be  unable 
wield  it — what  would  be  your  condition? 
^iiat  would  be  the  situation  of  your  seaports  and 
eir  seafaring  inhabitants.  Ask  Hamburg,  Lubeo? 
sk  Savannah?  What,  sir  1  when  their  priva- 
ers  are  pent  up  in  our  harbors  by  the  British 
ill-dogs,  when  they  receive  at  our  hands  every 
le  of  hospitality,  from  which  their  enemy  is 
tcladed^-whea  they  capture  within  our  own 
^ters,  interdicted  to  British  armed  ships,  AmerT 
&a  vessels ;  when  soch  ia  their  deportment  to* 


wards  you,  under  such  circumstances,  what  could 
you  expect  if  they  were  the  uncontrolled  lords  of 
the  ocean?  Had  those  privateers  at  Savannah 
borne  British  commissions — or  had  your  ship- 
ments of  cotton,  tobacco,  ashes,  and  wnat  not,  to 
London  and  Liverpool,  been  confiscated,  and  the 

f proceeds  poured  into  the  English  Exchequer — my 
ife  upon  it !  you  would  never  have  listened  to 
any  miserable  wire-drawn  distinctions  between 
"  orders  and  decrees  afi*ecting  our  neutral  rights," 
and  "municipal  decrees,"  confiscating  in  mass 
your  whole  property.  You  would  have  had  in- 
stant war !  The  whole  land  would  have  blazed 
out  in  war. 

And  shall  Republicans  become  the  instruments 
of  him  who  had  efiaeed  the  title  of  Attila  to  the 
"  Scourge  of  God !"  Yet  even  Attila,  in  the  falling 
fortunes  of  civilization^  had,  no  doobt^  his  advo- 
cates, his  tools,  his  minions,  his  parasites  in  the 
very  countries  that  he  overran — sons  of  that  soil 
whereon  his  horse  had  trod ;  where  grass  could 
never  after  ^row.  If  perfectly  fresh,  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph said,  (instead  of  being  as  he  was — his  mem- 
ory clouded,  his  intellect  stupified,  his  strength 
and  spirits  exhausted)  he  could  not  give  utterance 
to  that  stronff  detestation  which  he  felt  towards 
(above  all  other  works  of  the  creation)  such  char- 
acters as  Zlngis,  Tamerlane,  Kouli-fiLhan,  or  Bo- 
naparte. His  instincts  involuntarily  revolted  at 
their  bare  idea.  Malefactors  of  the  human  racCj. 
who  ground  down  man  to  a  mere  machine  or 
their  impious  and  bloody  ambition.  Yet  under 
all  the  accumulated  Wrongs  and  insults  and  robbe- 
ries of  the  last  of  these  chieftains,  are  we  not  in 
point  of  fact  about  to  become  a  party  to  bis  views, 
a  partner  in  his  wars? 

But  before  this  miserable  force  of  ten  thousand 
men  was  raised  to  take  Canada,  he  begged  them 
to  look  at  the  state  of  defence  at  home^to  count 
the  cost  of  the  enterprise  before  it  was  set  on  foot, 
not  when  it  might  be  too  late— ^viThen  the  best  blood 
of  the  country  should  be  spilt,  and  nought  but 
empty  coffers  left  to  pay  the  cost.  Are  the  bounty 
lands  to  be  given  in  Canada?  It  might  lessen  his 
repugnance  to  that  part  of  the  system,  to  granting 
these  lands,  not  to  those  miserable  wretches  who 
sell  themselves  to  slavery  for  a  few  dollars  and  a 
glass  of  gin,  but  in  fact  to  the  clerks  in  our  offi- 
ces, some  of  whom,  with  an  income  of  fifteen 
hundred  or  two  thousand  dollars,  lived  at  the  rate 
of  four  or  five  thousand,  and  yet  grew  rich — who 
perhaps  at  that  moment  were  making  out  Uank 
assignments  for  these  land  rights. 

He  would  beseech  the  House,  before  they  ran 
their  heads  against  this  post,  Quebec,  to  count  the 
cost.  His  word  for  it,  Virginia  planters  would 
not  be  taxed  to  support  such  a  war — a  war  wbieh 
must  aggravate  their  present  distresses:  in  which 
they  had  not  tbe  remotest  interest.  Where  is  the 
Montgomery,  or  even  the  Arnold,  or  the  Burr, 
who  is  to  march  to  Point  Levi  ? 

He  called  upon  those  professing  to  be  Republi- 
cans to  make  good  the  promises  held  out  by  their 
Republican  predecessors  when  they  came  into 
power — promises,  which  for  years  afterwards  the]f 
bad  honestly,  faithfully  fulfilled.  We  had  vaunted 
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of  paytog  off  ibe  national  debt,  of  retrenching  use- 
less establish  men  ts ;  and  yet  had  now  become  as 
infatuated  with  standing  armies,  loans,  taxes,  na- 
▼ies,  and  War,  as  ever  were  the  Essex  Junto. 
What  Republicanism  is  this  ? 

Mr.  Randolph  apologized  for  his  very  desul- 
tory manner  of  spealciog.  He  regretted  that  his 
bodily  indisposition  bad  obliged  bim  to  talk  per- 
liaps  somewhat  too  wildly ;  yet  be  trusted  some 
method  would  be  found- in  bis  madness — on  the 
other  resolution  he «hould  perhaps  be  pbliged  to 
trouble  the  House  again* 

Mr.  JoBNSoit  proceeded  to  reply,  but  bad  not 
gone  far  before  be  sat  down,  to  afford  Mr.  RAif- 
DOLPH  an  opportuAtty  to  explain;  after  wbicb  an 
adjournment  was  moved  and  carried. 


twice,  and,  together  with  xhe  documents  aeeoa. 
panying  the  same,  committed  to  a  Commiuee  d 
the  Whole  on  Friday  next. 

The  third  reading  of  the  bill  from  the  SeDiu 
"  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  O'Baunon,"  was  called 
up,  and,  an  motion,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  uble. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represenuiifts 
informed  the  House  that  the  Senate  adhere  is 
their  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "Ao  act  fa 
the  apportionment  of  Representatives  among  tbe 
several  States,  according  to  the  tbird  enomen- 

tion." 

FOREIGN  RELATIONS, 


Wednesoat,  December  11. 

Mr.  DawsoN)  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  ninteenth  ultima  presented  a  bill  to 
amend  the  act  providing  for  persons  disabled  by 
Itnown  wounds  received  in  the  Revolutionary, 
war;  wbicb  was  read,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  JENNiivas  presented  petitions  from  sundry 
inhabitants  of  tne  Indiana  Territory,  praying 
that  a  law  may  be  passed  to  prohibit  the  inter- 
ference of  the  United  States'  officers  in  elections 
held  in  said  Territory,  and  tbat  they  may  be  au- 
thorized to  elect  their  Delegate  to  this  House  at 
the  time  of  the  election  of  the  members  com- 
posing their  Territorial  Legislature. — Referred  to 
m  select  committee. 

Mr.  Jennings,  Mr.  Nelson,  Mr.  Roberts,  Mr. 
Kewbolo,  Mr.  Sbvieb.  Mr.  Ormsbt,  and  Mr. 
Reed,  were  appointed  tne  committee, 

Mr.  Randolph,  from  the  committee  appointed 
as  managers,  on  behalf  of  this  House,  of  the  con- 
ference on  the  subject  of  the  disagreeing  votes  of 
the  two  Houses  of  Congress  on  the  Senate's 
amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  for  the 
apportionment  of  Representatives  among  the  sev- 
eral States,  according  to  the  third  enumeration," 
reported : 

*That  the  committee  had  held  a  conference  with  the 
managers  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate.    That 
Hkt  following  propositionB  were  submitted  by  the  com- 
mittee, to  the  managers  of  the  Senate : 
To  fix  the  ratio  at  84,000, 

33,000, 

40,000, 
All  of  which  being  promptly  rejected  by  the  committee 
of  the  Senate,  year  committee,  as  a  last  effort  at  ac- 
OMnmodation,  proposed  36,000,  as  the  medium  between 
the  two  anmbers  adopted  by  the  two  Houses  respect- 
ively ;  which  was  also  rejected  as  the  others  had  been, 
without  any  diacusdon  whatever,  on  the  part  of  the 
managers  of  the  Senate.  No  proposition  being  sub- 
mhted  on  the  other  aide  to  your  committee,  the  confer- 
«nee  was  broken  up,  and  the  joint  committee  of  the  two 
Houses  finally  separated  without  coming  to  any  agree- 


Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Gom- 
inerce  and  Manufactures,  presented  a  bill  author- 
izing the  refunding  the  duties  paid  on  the  import- 
ation of  certain  copper  articles ;  which  was  read ' 


The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  t)x 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relatioss. 

Mr.  JoHNaoM  said  he  rose  lo  thank  the  eoa* 
mittee  for  the  report  which  was  offered  to  \k 
House,  and  the  resolutions  which  were  recoe* 
mended ;  though  the  measures  fell  abort  of  &b 
wishes,  and^  he  believed,  pf  public  expecUUK. 
The  ulterior  measures,  however,  promised  by  ikt 
committee  satisfied  his  mind,  and  he  shoold  gin 
the  report  his  warm  support.  The  chairmaa  ^ 
given  the  views  of  the  committee.  The  ezpet 
sion  of  the  British  from  their  North  America 
possessions,  and  granting  letters  of  marqoe  id 
reprisal  against  Great  Britain  are  contempbiei 
Look  at  the  Message  oi  the  President.  At  a  a^ 
ment  least  to  be  expected,  when  France  bad  cetsd 
to  violate  our  neutral  rights,  and  the  olive  braod 
was  tendered  to  Great  Britain,  her  Orden  ii 
Council  were  piK  into  a  more  rigorous  execaiioB. 
Not  satisfied  with  refusing  a  redress  for  wrosgi 
committed  on  our  coasts  and  in  the  mouths  of  ou 
harbors,  our  trade  is  annoyed,  and  our  nstio&a! 
rights  invaded  ;  and,  to  close  the  scene  of  inso- 
lence and  injury,  regardless  of  our  moderation  sd 
ourjnstice,  she  iias  brought  home  to  the  '^  thresh- 
old of  our  territory,"  measures  of  actual  wtr. 
.As  the  love  of  peace  has  so  long  produced  for- 
bearance on  our  part,  while  commercial  cujudiiy 
has  increased  the  disposition  to  plunder  oaibe 
part  of  Great  Britain,  I  feel  rejoiced  that  ibe 
hour  of  resistance  is  at  hand,  and  tbat  the  Presi- 
dent, in  whom  the  people  mtve  so  much  coofi' 
deuce,  has  warned  us  of  the  perils  that  iwaij 
them,  and  has  exhorted  us  to  put  on  the  armor  ol 
defence,  to  gird  on  the  sword,  and  assume  m 
manly  and  bold  attitude  of  war.  He  recomj 
mends  filling  up  the  ranks  of  the  present  MiU 
tary  Establishment,  and  to  lengthen  the  termcl 
service ;  to  raise  an  auxiliary  force  for  a  mtsi 
limited  time ;  to  authorize  the  acceptance  of  vol' 
anteers,  and  provide  for  calling  out  deucbmat^ 
of  militia  as  circumstances  may  require.  For  the 
first  time  since  my  entrance  into  this  body,  there 
now  seems  to  be  but  one  opinioo  with  a  ;rea( 
majority — that  with  Great  Britain  war  is  ioeTi^ 
table ;  that  the  hopes  of  the  sanguine  as  to  a  ^^ 
turning  sense  of  British  justice  have  expired; 
that  the  prophecies  of  the  discerning  have  failed  ] 
and,  that  her  infernal  system  has  driven  us  to  the 
brink  of  a  second  rerolution,  as  important  as  tbfl 
first.  Upon  the  Wabash,  through  the  iafloeoce 
of  British  agents,  and  within  our  territorial  s^ 
by  the  British  navy,  the  war  has  already  coo- 
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neoeed.  Tbasi  tbe  foUy,  cbe  power,  and  tbe 
ynoojr  of  Great  Britaio,  have  laken  from  us  the 
as(  alternatiTe  of  iooger  forbearaoce. 

Mr.  J.  said  we  must  bow  oppose  tbe  farther 
oeroaehments  of  Qreat  Britain  by  war,  or  for- 
My  BDDui  the  Declaration  of  our  Indepea- 
eoce,  and  acknowledge  ourselves  her  devoted 
olooies.  The  people  whom  1  represent  will  not 
esiiate  which  of  the  two  courses  to  choose ;  and, 
r  we  are  involved  in  war,  to  maintain  our  xlear- 
Bt  righia,  and  to  preserve  our  independence,  I 
»ledge  myself  to  tnis  House,  and  my  constitu* 
ots  to  this  nation,  that  they  will  not  be  wanting 
B  valor,  nor  in  their  proportion  of  men  .and 
loney  to  prosecute  the  war  with  effect.  Before 
re  relinquish  the  conflict,  I  wish  to  see  Great 
tritain  reooUnce  the  piratical  system  of  paper 
loekade;  to  liberate  our  captured  seamen  on 
oard  ber  ships  of  war ;  relinquish  the  practice 
f  impressment  on  board  our  merchant  vessels; 
»  repeal  her  .Orders  in  Council ;  and  cease,  in 
rerjr  other  respect,  to  violate  our  neutrak  rights ; 
)  treat  us  as  an  independent  people.  Thegen- 
leman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Ranoolph)  has  ob- 
icted  to  the  destination  of  this  auxiliary  force — 
le  occupation  of  the  Canadas,  and  the  other 
tritish  possessions  upon  our  borders  where  our 
iws  are  violated,  the  Indians  stimulated  to  mur* 
er  our  citizens,  and  where  there  is  a  British  mo- 
opoly  of  the  peltry  and*  fur  trade.  I  should  not 
rish  to  extend  the  boundary  of  the  United  States 
f  war  if  Great  Briuin.  would  leave  ns  to  tbe 
Diet  enjoyment  of  independence ;  but,  consider- 
igher  deadly  imd  implacable  enmity,  and  her 
ODtinued  hostility,  I  sball  never  die  contented 
Btii  I  see  her  expulsion  from  North  America^ 
ad  her  territoriea  incorporated  with  the  United 
states.  It  is  straO|^  that  the  gentleman  would 
lose  before  refusing  this  force,  if  destined'  to 
eep  the  ne^oes  in  subordination — ^who  are  not 
1  a  state  of  insurrection  as  1  understand — ^aod  he 
rill  absolutely  refuse  to  vote  this  force  to  defend 
s  against  the  lawless  aggressions  of  Great  Brit- 
io— a  nation  in  whose  favor  he  had  said  so 
inch. 

But,  he  has  a  dislike  to  the  Canadian  French, 
'reach  blood  is  hateful  to  him.  I  have  no  doubt 
at  the  Canadian  French  are  as  good  citizens  as 
le  Canadian  English,  or  the  refugee  tories  of  the. 
Leyolniioo :  nor  have  I  any  doubt  but  a  great 
lajority  of  that  vast  community  are  sotind  in 
leir  morals  and  in  th^ir  politics,  and  would  make 
worthy  members  of  the  United  States. 

But,  open  the  sacred  pages  of  the  Journals  of 
le  Congress  of  1774-75 — that  Congress  which 
ommenced,  and  conducted  to  victory,  the  Amer- 
ran  Revolution.  Upon  the  pages  of  the  first  vol- 
me  (from  pase  54  to  100)  we  will  find  letters 
ddressed  to  the  inhabitants  of  Canada  and  the 
rovince  of  Q^uebec,  containing  the  language  of 
fiectionate  respect,  and,  in  tbe  warmth  of  patri^ 
tisiD,  inviting  them  to  unite  against  British 
fraony,  to  make  the  cause  of  quarrel  common, 
nd  to  enter  into  the  union  of  the. States  on  the 
rinciples  of  equality.  The  encroachments  of 
2teat  Britain  are  depicted-  in  the  most  vivid  col^ 


ors^  and  then,  they  sap  "  we  shall  consider  tbe 
'  violation  of  your  rights  a  violation  of  our  own, 

*  and  you  are  invited  to  accede  to  the  confederacy 

*  of  the  States.^.  Thus,  the  patriots  of  the  Rev- 
olution styled  the  inhabitants  of  theBriti.sh  prov* 
inees  friends  and  feliovr-sufierers  in  1774:  Al- 
tbouglf  then  but  a  handful  of  men  compared  to 
their  present  numbers,  and  only  ten  years  had 
elapsed  from  their  first  incorporation  with  the 
British  dominions ;  nnd  nothing  but  the  want  of 
physical  power  and  means  prevented  their  inde- 
pendence in  1776.  The  misfortunes  of  our  arms 
at  Q^ueb^c,  and  in  that  quarter,  are  well  known. 
These  overture^  of  tbe  Old  Congress  did  not  stop 
here.  After  the  Articles  of  Confederation  had 
been  adopted,  the  door  was  left  open  for  the  re- 
ception of  the  Canadas,  and  the  hope  was  not  lost 
until  British  arms  riveted  the  chains  of  slavery 
upon  them,  which  at  that  time  could  not  be  bro-> 
ken.  Now,  sir,  these  people  are  more  enlightened, 
they  have  a  great  American  population  among 
theiQ)  and  they  have  correct  ideas  of  liberty  and 
independence,  and  only  want  an  opportunity  to 
torow  off  the  yoke  of  their  taskmasters. 

Let  us  not  think  so  meanly  of  the  human  char* 
acter  and  the. human  mind.  We  are  in  pursuit 
of  happiness,  and  we  place  a  great  value  upon 
liberty  aii  the  means  of  happiness.  What,  then, 
let  me  ask,  has  changed  the  character  of  those 
people,  that  they  are  to  be  de»pi«ed  ?  What  new 
order  of  thinss  has  disqualified  them  for  the  en* 
joyment  of  liberty?  Has  any  malediction  of 
Heaven >  doomed  them  to  perpetual  vassalaffe  7 
Or,  will  tbe  gentleman  from  Virginia  pretend  to 
more  wisdom,  and  more  patriotism  than  the  con- 
stellation of  patriots  who  conducted  the  infant 
Republic  through  the  Revolution  1  In  point  of 
territorial  limit,  the  map  will  prove  its  impor- 
tance. The  waters  of,  the  St.  Lawrence  and  the 
Mississippi  interlock  in  a  number  of  places,  and 
the  great  Disposer  of  Human  Events  intended 
those  two  rivers  should  belong  to  tbe  same  people. 

But  it  has  been  denied  that  British  influence 
had  any  ageqcy  in  the  late  dreadful  conflict  and> 
massacre  upon  the  Wabash ;  and  this  is  said  to 
vindicate  the  British  nation  from  so  foul  a  charge. 
Sir,  look  to  the  book  of  the  Revolution.  See  the 
Indian  savages  in  Burgoyoe's  army  urged  on 
every  occasion  to  use  the  scalping-knife  and  tom- 
ahawk— not  in  battle,  but  against  old  men,  wo- 
men, and  children ;  in  the  night,  when  they  were 
taught  to  believe  an  Qmniscient  eye  could  not  see 
their  guilty  deeds ;  and  thus  hardened  in  iniquity, 
they  perpetrated  the  same  deeds  by  the  light  of 
the  sun,  when  no  arm  was  found  to  oppose  or 
protect.  And  when  this  crying  sin  was  opposed 
by  Lord  Chatham,  in  the  House  of  Lords,  the 
employment  of  these  Indians  was  justified  by  a 
speech  from  one  of  the  Ministry.  Thus  we  see 
how  the  principles  of  honor,  of  humanity,  of 
Christianity,  were  violated  and  justified  in  the 
face  of  the  world.  Therefore,  I  can  have  no 
doubt  of  the  influence  of  British  agents  in  keep- 
ing up  Indian  hostility  to  the  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  independent  of  the  strong  proofs  on 
,  this  occasion ;  and,  I  hope  it  will  not  be  pre- 
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tended  that  th^se  agents  are  too  moral  or  too  re- 
ligious to  do  the  infamoos  deed.  So  much  for 
the  expulsion  of  Great  Britain  from  her  domin- 
ioDB  in  North  America,  and  their  incorporation 
into  the  United  States  of  America. 

The  gentleman  from  Virj^inia  says  we  are  iden- 
tified with  the  British  in  religion,  in  blood,  in  lan- 
guage, and  deeply  laments  our  hatred  to  that  coun- 
try, who  can  boast  of  so  many  illustrious  charac- 
ters.   This  deep  rooted  enmity  to  Great  Britain 
arises  from  der  insidious  policy,  the  ofipring  of 
her  perfidious  conduct  towards  the  United  States. 
Her  disposition  is  unfriendly;  her  enmity  is  im- 
placable:  she  sickens  at  our  prosperity  and  hap^ 
Siness.    If  obligations  of  friendship  do  exist,  why 
oes  Great  Britain  rend  those  ties  asunder,  and 
open  the  bleeding  wounds  of  former  conflicts? 
Or  does  the  obligation  of  friendship  exist  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States  alone?    I  hare  never 
thought  that  the  ties  of  religion,  of  blood,  of  lan- 
ffuage,  and  of  commerce,  wotild  justify  or  sancti- 
fy insult  atid  injury — on  the  contrary,  that  a  pre- 
meditated wrong  from  the  hand  of  a  friend  created 
more  sensibility,  and  deserved  the  greater  chas- 
tisement and  the  higher  execration.  What  would 
you  think  of  a  man,  to  whom  you  were  bound  by 
the  most  sacred  ties,  who  would  plunder  you  of 
your  substance,  aim  a  deadly  blow  at  your  honor, 
and  in  the  hour  of  confidence  endeavor  to  bury  a 
dagger  in  your  bossom?    Would  you,  sir,  pro- 
claim to  the  worid  your  aff^tion  for  this  mis- 
creant of  society,  after  this  conduct,  and  endeavor 
to  interest  your  audience  with  the  ties  of  kindred 
that  bound  you  to  each  other?    So  let  It  be  with 
nations,  and  there  will  be  neither  surprise  nor 
lamentation  that  we  execrate  a  Government  so 
hostile  to  our  independence— for  it  is  from  the 
Government  that  we  meet  with  such  multiplied 
,  injury,  and  to  that  object  is  our  hatred  directed. 
As  to  individuals  of  merit,  whether  British  or 
French,  I  presume  no  person  would  accuse  the 
people  of  the  United  States  of  such  hatred  to 
them,  or  of  despising  individuals,  who  might  not 
be  instrumental  in  the  maritime  despotism  which 
we  feel ;  and  this  accounts  for  the  veneration  we 
have  for  Sidney  and  Russell,  statesmen  of  whom 
the  gentleman  has  spoken  ;  they  are  fatal  exam- 
ples, why  we  should  love  the  British  Govern- 
ment.   The  records  of  that  Government  are  now 
stained  with  the  blood  of  these  martyrs  in  free- 
dom's cause,  as  vilely  as  with  the  blood  of  Amer- 
ican citizens;  and  certainly  We  shall  not  be  called 
upon  to  love  equally  the  murderer  and  the  victim. 
For  Gh)d's  sake  let  us  not  again  be  told  of  theties  of 
religion,  of  laws,  of  blood,  and  of  customs,  which 
bind  the  two  nations  together,  with  a  view  to  ex- 
tort our  love  for  the  Elngllsh  Government,  and 
more  especially,  when  the  samegentleman  hasac- 
knowleased  that  we  have  ample  cause  of  war 
against  that  nation — let  us  not  be  told  of  thefree- 
dom  of  that  corrupt  Government  whose  hands  are 
washed  alike  in  the  blood  of  her  own  illustrious 
statesmen,  for  a  manly  opposition  to  tyranny,  and 
the  citizens  of  every  other  tllme.    But  I  would 
inquire  into  thjs  love  for  the  British  Government 
And  British  institutions,  in  the  gross,  wttiiottt  any 


diBcrirainatioQ.  Whviovehermlcrs?  Wkykw 

the  rod  of  iron  which  inflicts  the  stripfs  vitte 

a  cause  ?    When  all  admit  we  have  just  caoie  i 

war,  auch  attachments  arc  dangerous,  and  eocov- 

age  encroachment.  I  will  venture  t08ay,tlittov 

hatred  of  the  British  Government  is  oot  eoai' 

mensurate  with  herdepredaiioosandherouin^ 

on  our  rights,  or  we  should  have  waged  a  dcstUf 

war  against  her  many  years  Mst.    The  tobjeet 

of  foreign  attachments  and  British  haired  hu 

been  examined  at  considerable  (eogth.   I  did  boc 

intend  to  begin  that  discussion,  but  I  will  panu 

it,  and  thouffh  I  maka  no  charge  of  British  ii- 

tachments,  f  will,  at  all  times,  at  every  liiBii 

defend  the  Administration  and  the  Republicta 

Mrty  iBgainst  the  charge  of  foreign  pariialities- 

Frenoh  or  Spanish,  or  any  other  kind,  wbeo  tp 

plied  to  the  measures  of  our  Govern  meat.   Tto 

foreign  influence  is  a  dangerous  enemy ;  wc  sbd^ 

destroy  the  means  of  its  ciroulation  among  qw 

like  the  fatal  tunic,  it  destroys  where  it  tooebei 

It  is  insidious,  invisible,  and  takes  advantaged 

the  most  unsuspeeting  hours  of  social  intercoonb 

I  vronid  not  deny  the  good  will  of  Fmace  sor  i 

Ghreat  Britain  to  have  an  undue  influence  amoii 

us.    But  Gfareat  Britain  alone  has  the  mcaos  a 

this  influence  to  an  extent  dangerous  to  the  Ui>> 

ted  States.    It  has  been  eaid  that  Gkeat  Britiia 

was  fighting  the  battles  of  the  world^that  shr 

stands  against  uijiversal  dominion  threatened  bf 

the  arch-fiend  of  mankind.    1  should  be  sorry  i 

our  independence  depended  upon  the  power  4 

Great  Briuin.    If,  however,  she  would  set  M\ 

rirt  of  a  friendly  Power  towards  the  United  Stiitt 
should  never  wish  to  deprive  her  of  power,  a 
wealth,  of  honor,  of  prosperity.  But  if  her  eo» 
gies  are  to  be  divected  against  the  liberties  of  ihir 
free  and  happy  people,  against  my  native  eoo^ 
try,  I  should  not  drop  a  tear  if  the  fast-aachorej 
isle  would  sink  into  the  waves,  provided  the  is- 
nocent  inhabitants  could  escape  the  delage  lod 
find  an  asylum  in  a  more  favorable  soil.  Aodu 
to  the  power  of  Prance,  I  fear  it  ns  little  as  107 
other  power ;  I  would  oppose  her  aggre«sioos,  hb* 
der  any  circumstances,  as  soon  as  I  would  Btvaa^ 
outrages. 

The  ties  of  religion,  of  language,  of  blood,  is|t 
regards  Great  Britain,  are  dangerous  ties  to  (kii 
country,  with  her  present  hostile  dispofitioD—u- 
stead  Dl  pledges  oif  friendship  tbey  are  used  u 
paralyze  the  strength  of  the  United  Stales  is  re- 
lation to  her  aggressions.  There  are  other  tin 
equally  efficacious.  The  number  of  her  cominer* 
ciai  traders  within  our  limits,  her  agents,  ic^tiie 
vast  British  capital  employed  in  our  comoieree 
and  our  moneyed  iiMtitutions,  connected  with  her 
language,  ancestry,  customs,  habits,  and  iiv^ 
These  are  formidable  means  for  estranging  f^^ 
afi*ections  of  many  from  our  republicao  iostita- 
tioos,  and  producing  partialities  for  Great  firiiaio. 
Now  I  shall  attend  to  the  charge  of  partiality  ia 
our  measures  towards  France.  It  is  an  insisoi* 
lion  not  founded  in  fact,  and  can  only  exist  is 
the  imagination  of  those  who  may  inaiaoate  iu 
We  are  not  driven  to  mere  decia rations—the 
truth  of  the  asaertion  is  bottomed  upon  thestaiii^ 
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;cords  of  the  Ufltted  Siiiteii ;  aod  we  sppeal  to 
le  eimraeter  of  everjr  measure  relative  to  torei^n 
laiioDs,  since  the  adoption  of  the  embai|t<')  ^^ 
«s«qo<Bee  of  the  Tiolation  of  neatral  rights  ap* 
i  the  high  seas.  Th«  direct  object  of  the  Berlin 
id  Milan  decrees  was  the  ruin  of  all  trade  to 
riiish  ports— and  the  object  of  the  Orders  in 
HiDcil  was  the  destruction  of  all  eoramerce  to 
reoch  ports  and  ports  from  wbich  the  British 
fwsseicluded. 

The  laws  laying  an  embargo,  which  was  the 
St  precautionary  measure  on  the  paK  of  the 
DJted  States,  contained  a  prorisioo  by  which 
e  President  was  authorized  to  suspend  its  oper* 
ion  as  to  Ckeat  Britain  upon  ^a  repeal  of  the 
rders  in  CooDcil,  and  as  to  France  upon  an  ex- 
igoifbrnent  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees, 
le  ambority  was  precisely  the  same  asio  either 
iwer;  ibe  iastructions  to  our  Mioisters  were  pre^ 
lely  tbe  same ;  the  offer  to  suspend  the  embargo 
IS  tendered  to  both  belligerents  upon  tbe  self'' 
me  conditions.  Thi«  oSbt  was  rejected  by 
tfa  natioDs,  and  their  aggressions  continued — 
}iigre9s,  yielding  to  the  clamors  of  the  diss f- 
;ied,  repealed  the  embaigo  and  substituted  tbe 
D-iotercoorse,  which  also  contained  a  dipfo- 
itic  provision  resting  the  President  with  power 
saspend  its  operation  as  to  the  belligerentd 
sen  th«y  should  cease  to  violate  out  neutral 
fhts. 

The  offer  wai  made;  it  was  rejected  by  France, 
d  her  depredations  increased.  Great  Britain 
eepted  the  offer,  which  produced  the  arrange*- 
»t  with  Mr.  firakiae. 

Er^kioe's  arrangement  was  executed  with  fideU 
'  on  the  part  of  the  Bxeoetive  of  the  United 
Btes.  The  prpciaroation  which  announced  the 
ingenneot  suspended  the  non-intercourse  as  Co 
tit  Briuin,  and  it  ^sontinued  as  to  France, 
tder  these  circumstances  Coogress  convened  at 
i\T  extra  session.  It  was  a  new  era  foroppo- 
ioD.  The  day  of  jubilee  was  announced — no 
lom,  every  countenance  smiled,  every  heart 
nned  glad ;  parties  were  forgotten  $  war  with 
ince  and  peace  with  England  dawned  upon  us. 
e  were  all  Americans,  and  thegen(leman.fTom, 
rginia  introduced  a  resolution  approbating  the 
e|it)r  of  the  Presfdent  in-  discharging  his  high 
ties  to  the  nation.  A  real  frieoa  to  that  iadi- 
latl  who  presides  over  our  destinies  by  our 
Qseot,  I  was  happy  to  find  his  political  eaemies 
bowledging  his  wisdom,  his  impartiality,  and 
integrity.  I  knew  the  President  had  dis- 
irged  his  trust  faithfully.  Though  I  followed 
the  rear  ranks,  I  did  not  interrupt  this  new 
ler  of  things.  But  our  retrogprade  movement 
to  the  embargo  to  tbe  non-intercourse  and 
(kiDe's  arrangement  went  to  London  at  nearly 
'■  same  time ;  the  English  Ministry  perfidiously 
ected  that  arrangement  which  had  been  exe* 
ted  on  our  part,  and  which  was  so  advanta- 
ras  to  Ckeat  Britain )  the  Orders  in  Council, 
good  a  shield  for  plunder,  were  consiaered  of 
^re  value  than  our  nou* intercourse.  1  will  not 
^ell  upon  tbe  scene  this  disavowal  produced, 
r  opon  the  attempt  lo  eanst»re  the  President 


for  the  Punic  faith  of  Great  Britain,  by  thos« 
who  bad  approbated  his  conduct.  The  solid 
column  was  again  broken,  and  we  baye  never 
had  the  pleasure  since  or  seeing  an  undivided 
front  opposed  to  a  foreign  foe,  which  was  the 
case  when  France  was  the  object  of  attack. 
Then  Federalists  and  Republicans  were  united. 
After  this  we  assumed  a  different  attitude  to- 
wards both  Prance  and  Great  Britain ;  but  in  the 
same  terms  of  impartiality,  we  authorized  the 
President  to  sav  to  France,  if  you  will  rescind 
your  decrees,  violating  our  neutral  rights,  we 
will  revive  the  non- importation  part  of  tbe  noa- 
intercourse  law  against  your  rival  Great  Britain, 
provided  she  should  not  also  cease  to  violate  our 
neutral  rights  by  a  repeal  of  her  orders ;  we  au* 
tborized  the  President  to  use  the  very  same  iden- 
tical language  to  Great  Britain,  that  if  you  will 
t  cease  to  violate  our  neutral  rights,  we  will  revive 
oor  non-importation  system  against  your  enemy 
France,  provided  she  should  not  follow  your  ex- 
ample. This  was  said  to  France  and  to  Great 
Britain  in  the  spirit  of  conciliation  and  sincerity, 
France  accepts  the  proposition  ;  but  it  is  rejected 
by  Great  Britain,  which  acceptance  on  the  part 
of  France,  aod  the  extinguisbmeat  of  her  orders, 
so  far  as  they  violated  our  neutral  rights,  was 
announced  by  the  President's  proclamation,  and 
the  non-intercourse  revived  against  Great  orit- 
ain.  Under  these  circumstances  Congress  con- 
vened, but  I  looked  in  vain  for  resolutions  of  ap- 
probation of  the  Preeident's  conduct.  Tbe  re- 
peal of  the  French  decrees  was  doubted,  aod  the 
fentleman  from  VirglDia  was  the  first  to  intro- 
ace  his  resolution  to  repeal  the  non*iffiportatioQ 
retired  againet  Bngland  by  tbe  President's  proc- 
lamation, and  with  that  repeal  the  proclamation; 
and  now,  when  it  is  not  denied  by  a  single  indi- 
vidual that  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  are  so 
modified  as  to  cease  to  violate  our  neutral  rights^ 
we  find  the  same  opposition  to  measures  against 
Gkeat  Britain,  and  tbe  sanae  opposition  toFrance^ 
as  if  no  arrangement  had  been  made.  I  might 
ask  why  this  opposite  conduct  under  the  same 
kind  of  arrangement,  growing  out  of  an  act  of 
Congress,  and  under  the  same  solemnities  of 
plighted  faith  on  the  part  of  this  Government. 
Under  the  arrangement  with  Great  Britain  we 
are  united  against  France.  But  under  the  ar- 
ran^ment  with  France  we  behold  disunion 
again — each  man  takes  his  party  rank.  How 
does  this  prove  partiality  to  France?  Does  not 
the  charge  ill  grace  the  lips  of  those  who  oppose 
these  measures  ?  for  no  man  has  denied  the  sim- 
ilarity in  the  two  arrangements.  In  the  compact 
with  England  we  agreed  to  repeal  the  non-inter- 
course as  to  her,  and  continue  it  as  to  France,  if 
she  would  repeal  tbe  Orders  in  Council ;  so  with 
France,  we  agreed  to  revire  the  non-intercourse 
a^tnst  Great  Britain  if  France  would  cease  to 
violate  our  neutral  rights,  leaving  all  other  sub- 
jects to  negotiation.  France  was  not  required  as 
a  Bine  qua  non  to  make  good  the  damages  for 
spoliations.  Nor  was  Great  Britain  required  as 
a  tine  qua  mm  to  relinquish  her  iniqaitous  sys- 
tem ofUockade,  of  impressment,  the  liberation 
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4)f  our  seamen ,  and  a  retmiberation  for  captures 
^nd  conderanaiion — these  topics  were  left  to  ne- 
^otiaiioD. 

The  British  Minister  has  insinuated  that  "^e 
have  suffered  our  commerce  to  be  moulded  by 
France  to  the  annoyance  of  the  British  trade, 
and  attempts  have  been  made  to  conjure  up  the 
idea  of  an  alliance  with  France  against  Great 
Britain,  because  yr^  have  made  arrangements 
with  France  that  our  neutral  rights  shall  be  re- 
j;arded.  The  idea  of  an  alliance  is  as  idle  as  it 
IS  unfounded.  Thank  Heaven  we  are  under  no 
obligations  to  any  Power  to  go  to  war,  nor  to 
continue  that  war  after  the  objects  for  which  we 
•contend  shall  be  accomplished.  The  non-impor- 
tation law  is  the  cause  of  complaint  wUh  Great 
Britain,  and  she  knows  if  the  Orders  in.  Council 
And  her  blockade  of  May  were  repealed,  that 
our  Qon-importation  law  would  cease  to  operate 
against  her.  But  instead  of  this,  sir,  every  day 
our  merchant  ships  fall  a  prey  to  the  Orders  in 
Council,  and  we  are  menaced  with  retaliation 
for  the  non-importation,  which  does  not  capture 
and  condemn  firitish  ships  and  cargoes,  but  pre- 
vents the  importation  of  British  property  into 
our  markets. 

In  the  year  1777  the  United  States  entered 
into  a  treaty  of  alliance  with  the  King  of  France; 
the  £rst  article  binds  the  parties  to  make  the 
cause  of  quarrel  a  common  cause.  The  inde-^ 
pendence  of  the  United  States  is  the  guarantee 
of  the  second  article,  and  the  eighth  binds  the 
parties  to  continue  the  war  until  peace  should  be 
restored  with  each  nation,  and  a  treaty  was  to  be 
made  by  common  consent  alone.  This  is  an  ex- 
ample of  an  alliance,  such  a  one  as  I  hope,  we 
shall  never  have  with  France  in  the  present  un- 
defined and  bloody  conflict  of  ambitious  domina- 
tion. I  never  wish  to  see  an  alliance  with  any 
nation.  It  is  kiiown  to  the  world  that  we  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  European  wars;  and  Eng- 
land knows  that  if  she  ceases, to  violate  our  neu- 
tral rights,  commercial  intercourse  would  be  re- 
stored, and  that  her  many  transgressions  would 
be  left  to  further  negotiation;  that  however, 
would  not  be  the  only  requisition  if  left  to  my 
vote.  The  gentleman  ha$  also  adverted  to  that 
part  of  the  rresideni's  Message  which  speaks  of 
out  relations  with  France.  France  is  no  doubt 
unfriendly  in  her  rigorous  municipal  regulations; 
the  President  has  recommended  retaliation,  and 
who  will  refuse  to  take  those  measures  ?  I  shall 
not.  Mention  has  also  been  made  of  the  riot  at 
Savannah ;  that  transaction  has  two  sides  to  it.  I 
have  read  both  of  them  ;  I  fear  something  is  rot- 
ten in  Denmark.  I  will  not  judge,  however,  be- 
fore the  facts  are  correctly  known. 

But  in  the  zeal  to  speak  of  French  insult  and 
injury,  it  was  to  be  regretted  that  the  talents  of 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  were  not  engaged 
upon  the  subject  of  our  impressed  seamen  and 
commercial  aggressions  by  Great  Britain.  He 
must  not  be  surprised  if  these  M^bjects  should 
be  omitted. 

To  attempt  an  enumeration  of  these  agf;res- 
sioas  would  be  a  laborious  task  to  me — ^a  painiai 


and  disgusting  recital  to  others;  but  eoosidta- 
tions  of  thifi  kind  should  not  induce  an  omiatos 
of  duty.  Great  sensibility  has  existed  afsiast 
the  wanton  capture .  and  coDdemnation  A  om 
vessels  and  cargoes.  An  inroad  upon  the  colo- 
nial trade  produced  universal  clamor;  spiritd 
complaints  were  forwarded,  with  pledges  of  hour 
and  property  to  oppose  the  robbery.  Bat  tk 
number  and  enormity  of  these  aggressions  bare 
blunted  the  feelings  of  sensibility,  or  the  back- 
wardness of  the  QovemmeQC  has  induced  tbe 
sufferers  to  moan  their  loss  without  an  appeal  io 
our  justice.  Th^  newspapers  have  become  relih 
cles  of  complaint,  and  the  only  noters  of  Bni- 
ish  piracies,  and  ttie  office  of  Suie  is  no  lon^a 
troubled  with  reading  the  cold  details.  Bstu 
lump  this  business:  alK>ut  twenty-eight  years  btrt 
elapsed  since  the  commencement  of  the  Briiisk 
spoliations.  Suppose  the  vessels  and  cargoes 
captured  and  condemned  within  that  period  cos- 
trary  to  public  law  could  be  colieeted  together  ia 
the  Potomac,  it  would  present  to  tbe  mind  a  stri- 
king evidence  of  the  justice  of  oarcomplsiBU; 
you  would  find  it  difficnlt  to  find  safe  aochonie 
for  these  vessels  from  the  Eastern  Braecfa  is 
Alexandria— ten  miles  distant,  and  tbe  brick  will 
which  encloses  the  navy  yard  would  not  fareiik 
a  sufficient  warehouse  for  tbe  property;  and  to 
carry  oo  this  supposition,  if  a  convocation  of  tiie 
real  sufferers  in  tnese  aggressions  could  be  effecf* 
ed,  a  great  multitode  would  animate  this  de<«it 
city.  Tbe  list  of  bankruptcies  should  likewise 
be  produced;  you  would  bring  the  sufferers  froa 
every  part  of  the  United  StAtes. 

In  this  group  we  should  see  every  kind  of  im- 
porting:, wholeaaleand  retail  merchant — thefarmtf 
who  raised  the  produce,  the  mechanic  who  worked 
up  the  raw  material,  the  ship  owners,  tbe  ship- 
carpenter  and  his  numerous  host  of  jouroeymeB. 
the  creditors  of  each  class;  and  at  the  heels  of 
these  |)eople  you  might  intn>duce  the  coosttbl€s 
and  sherifis  with  their  executions,  and  the  ux 
gatherers;  and  if  ailenee  was  supposed  to  be  or- 
dered for  the  complaints  of  eaieh  class' to  be  beard, 
we  should  find  in  the  coramerciel  class  a  disuft* 
guished  orator  froiq  Boston,  pleading  the  csoteoi 
the  merchant ;  so  from  New  Yocfcf  one  from  Bal- 
timore, Philadelphia,  and  Charleston.  Thas  Brit* 
ish  aggressions  would  be  visually  and  meottllr 
unfolded  to  the  view,  and  doubts  could  no  loog*' 
be  entertained  of  its  enormity. 

But  a  stranger  to  these  outrages  would  be  50^ 
prisfd  to  be  told^  that  this  was  a  secondary  clafl 
of  injuries;  upon  which  the  subject  of  impressaieot 
should  be  introduced  to  his  view.  About  twentr 
years  have  elapsed  since  the  eommencemeot » 
tbis  infernal  practice — this  outrage  upon  tbe  hooor 
of  our  flag,  and  this  attack  upon  the  persooai  lib- 
erty and  personal  security  of  Anerican  citiseD'- 

The  number  of  native  and  naturalized  seaiDca 
impressed  from  our  merebunt  vessels  and  sedaeed 
from  our  merchant  service,  cannot  be  estimated 
at  less  than  fifty  thousand  during  this  period  of 
twenty  years,  and  retained  in  bondage  during 
life,  or  who  have  escaped  by  desertion  or  tbeis- 
terfor^tc.of  our  Sovernmeat.    The  condiiioB  w 
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hese  fifty  thousand  men  lias  b««D  more  intoleis 
tbie  than  that  of  tbe  fnalefaetor  in  the  penitenti- 
ry' or  work- bouse.  Who  could  detail  the  miserf 
f  these  men?  Who  could  number  the  strip«» 
iflicted  upon  their  naked'  skin  at  the  ]rard*arm 
J  a  second  UeutenanC  or  midshipman?  Who 
unid  eoumerate  the  ijETUomioious  sears  left  hj 
le  cat-o-nioe-taiis  ?  This  scoUrgfei  this  infamous 
ractiee,doe8  not  fall  aloue  upon  the  unfortunate 
tr,  the  hardy  seaman — convoke  tbe  fathers,  moth- 
r5^  brothers,  sisters,  wives,  and  children  of  these 
ictims  of  maritime  despotism,  and  betfr  from  tbem 
leir  itle  of  sorrow,  and  let  an  hundred  peiM  re- 
ord  their  sighs  and  groans  which  are  now  given 
I  vain  to  the  idle  wind. 

But  to  close  this  scene,  tbe  death  of  Robert 
lowell  will  show  the  connexion  of  this  infamjr 
nth  national  honor. 

It  is  well  authenticated  thatanumberof  Aroeri- 
in  citizeoij  were  serving  on  board  the  British 
Hp-of-war  the  Little  Belt,  diiring  her  engagement 
n\\k  Commodore  Rodgers — that  these  men,  upon 
(fusing  to  fight  against  their  own  country,  were 
i^naced  with  death — that  durin^fir  the  engagement 
certain  Robert  Howell  of  New  York  wa.s  wound- 
}  with  a  cannon  ball,  bis  whole  thigh  was  shot 
f— that  jUst  before  bis  death,  while  in  the  act  of 
•ttding  to  some  relation  some  token  of  remem- 
aoce,  a  British  officer  inquired  how  be  did — that 
owell  replied  and  told  him  he  Was  dying,  and 
lid  "^see  to  what  you  have  brought  me,  to  fotce 
e  to  fight  against  my  brothers ;  my  own  country* 
en  have  taken  my  life  through  your  means." 
et  the  curtain  drop  and  hide  the  tM>dy  of  How- 
1  from  our  sight ! 

Thus  twenty-eight  years  have  elapsed,  and  the 
)ly  remedy  which  we  have  attempted  against 
lese  crying  enormities  has  been  negotiation  and 
tnionstranee,  and  so  far  from  producing  any  bene- 
:ial  effect,  Qreat  Britain  has  made  new  innova- 
ons  and  urged  new  pretensions,  until  the  neutral 
ahts  of  the  United  States  are  entirely  destroyed, 
et  it  not  be  forgotten,  that  for  the  abuses  enume- 
tted  war  is  not  alone  urged,  but  those  practices 
DW  continue  and  are  put  in  more*  rigorous  exe- 
ition.  We  would  agree  to  suflfer  the  injuries 
iflicted  for  the  sake  of  peace;  but  no  principle  of 
iracy  is  relinquished,  nor  is  any  abuse  changed, 
nd  the  Utfited  States  are  now  the  victims  of  this 
es'jlating  system*  May  the  wrath  of  this  nation 
indie  into  a  dime  and  become  a  consuming  firel 
'hough  slow  to  anger,  may  her  indignation  be 
ke  the  rushing  of  mighty  waters  and  the  volca- 
ie  eruptions  of  Hecla ! 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  called  the 
lilitary  regular  forces  mercenaries.  If  by  this 
ppellation  any  reproach  or  degradation  is  in- 
iDded,  its  justice  and  propriety  is  denied.  In 
imea  like  the  present,  when  dangers  thicken  upon 
s,  at  tbe  moment  when  we  are  compelled  by 
lost  wanton  tyranny  upon  the  high  seas,  and  upon 
tnd  may  be  added,  to  abandon  our  peaceful  hab- 
Is  for  the  diii  of  arms,  ofi&cers  and  soldiers  in  this 
ountry  are  governed  brthe  noble  feelings  of  pa- 
riotisra  and  of  valor.  The  history  of  the  world 
lay  be  ransacked ;  other  nations  may  be  brought 


in  review  before  us,  and  examples  of  greater  be-* 
roism  cannot  be  quoted,  thanr  shall  be  performed 
in  battle  by  our  officers  and  soldiers,  military,  and 
naval,  and  marine.  The  deeds  of  their  ancestors 
Would  be  before  them ;  glory  would  animate  their 
bosoms,  and  loVe  of  country  would  nerve  the  heart 
to  deeds  of  mighty  fame.  If,  therefore^  there 
should  not  be  a  diminution  of  respect  fur  those 
who  entertain  an  opinion  so  "degrading  to  our 
armV)  it  should  at  least  be  understood  that  such 
opinions  do  not  lessen  the  confidence  due  to  those 
who  faithfully  serve  their  country,  and  who 
would  lay  down  their  life  for  it.  This  reflection 
brings  to  memory  the  late  memorable  conflict' 
upon  the  Wabash.  Governor  Harrison  pitched  his 
tents  near  the  Prophet^  town ;  and  although  this 
fanktic  had  his  followers  collected,  and  theAmer* 
can  forces  were  anxious  to  finish  work  by  an  open 
and  day-light  engagement,  if  there  was  a  neces- 
sity to  resort  to  arms,  their  impetuous  valor  was 
easily  stayed,  when  they  were  mformed  that  the 
white  flag  of  peace  was  to  be  hoisted  next  mom* 
ing,  and  the  efiusioa  of  blood  was  to  be  spared. 
But  in  the  silent  watches  of  the  nigbt,  relieved 
from  the  fatigues  of  valor,  and  slumbering  utider 
the  perfidious  promises  of  the  savages,  who  were 
inf\iriated  and  made  drunk  by  British  traders, 
dreaming  of  the  tender  smile  of  a  mother,  and  the 
fond  embraces  of  aflectionate  wives,  and  of  prat- 
tling children  upon  their  knees,  on  their  return 
from  the  fatisues  of  a  campaign ! — the  destroyers 
came  with  the  silent  instruments  of  death,  tbe 
war  club,  the  scalping  Inife,  the  tomahawk,  and 
the  bow  and  arrow;  with  these  they  penetrate 
into  4he  heart  of  our  forces — they  enter  the  tents 
of  our  officers — many  close  their  eyes  in  death-— 
it  was  a  trying  moment  for  the  rest  of  our  heroes, 
birt  they  were  equal  to  the  dreadful  occasion.  The 
American  forces  flew  to  arms;  they  rallied  at  the 
voice  of  their  officern,  and  soon  checked  the  work 
of  death.  The  savages  were  succe&sively  and 
successfully  charged  and  driven  until  day-li^ht, 
when  they  disappeared  like  the  mist  of  morningi 
In  this  dreadful  conflict  many  were  killed  and 
wounded  on  both  sides ;  and  tbe  volunteers  and  the 
regiment  under  Colonel  Boyd  acted  and  fought 
with  equal  bravery  and  to  their  immortal  honor. 
The  volunteers  from  Kentucky  were  men  of  valor 
and  worth — yoang  men  of  hopeful  prospects,  and 
married  men  of  reputation  and  intelligence,  gov- 
erned by  no  mercenary  views — honor  prompted 
them  to  serve  their  country.  Some  of  these  fallen 
heroes  were  my  acquaintances,  my  friends :  one 
not  tbe  least  conspicuous  lived  in  my  districts- 
Colonel  Owens;  Colonel  Daviess,  a  neighbor. 
You,  Mr.  Speaker,  know  the  worth  of  some  of 
these  men ;  and  1  regret  that  you  are  not  in  my 
place  to  sneak  their  praise,  do  long  as  the  re- 
cords of  this  transaction  remain,  the  9th  of  No« 
vember  will  not  be  forgotten, and  time  shall  only 
brighten  the  fame  of  the  deeds  of  our  army,  and 
a  tear  shall  be  shed  for  those  who  have  lallen. 
But  tbe  loss  will  not  be  felt  by  the  public  alone : 
the  friends  of  their  social  hours  wHl  regret  their 
loss ;  tbe  widow  will  mourn  her  disconsolate  situ- 
ation ;  thtf.orphai^  sbtU  cry  for  the  return  of  his 
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father  in  vain ;  and  tlte  mother  carry  her  sorrow 
to  the  grave.  Let  this  oroamen  fed  hall  be  clothed 
with  the  symbols  of  mouroing,  although  oar  army 
proved  victorious  in  war;  and  to  their  memory 
let  a  monument  be  erected  in  the  hearts  of  a  grate* 
ful  country. 

Mr.  Wriqbt. — Mr.  Speaker.  I  mast  heg  the 
indulgence  of  the  House  while  I  deliver  my  opin- 
ion on  the  subject  now  under  consideration,  the 
most  important  that  has  been  submitted  to  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States.  I,  sir,  shall  take 
the  liberty  of  varying  the  ^oestion  from  the  hon- 
orable member  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Randolph,) 
who  yesterday  considered  it  a  question  of  peace 
or  war.  I  shall  consider  it  as  a  question  of  war 
or  submission,  dire  alternatives,  of  which,  how- 
ever, I  trust  no  honest  American  can  hesitate  in 
choosioj^,  when  the  question  is  correctly  stated 
and  distinctly  understood.  The  gentleman  from 
Yirginia  contends  that  it  is  a  dispute  about  the 
carrying  trade,  brought  on  us  bv  the  cupidity  of 
the  American  ^merchants,  in  wtikh  the  farmer 
and  planter  have  little  interest ;  that  he  will  not 
ootisent  to  laz  his  constituents  to  carry  on  a  war 
for  it;  that  the  enemy  is  invulnerable  on  the 
*^  mountain  ware,''  the  element  of  our  wrongs, 
l^t  should  they  violate  the  ^^nataU  aoJtMi,"  he 
would  point  all  the  energies  of  the  nation  and 
avenge  the  wrong.  Was  that  ge a lleman  stricken 
on  the  nose  by  a  man  so  tall  that  he  could  not 
xeach  his  nose,  I  strongly  incline  to  think  bis 
manly  pride  would  not  permit  him  to  decline  the 
oooflict*  Sir,  the  honorable  member  is  incorrect 
in  his  premises,  and,  of  course,  in  his  conclusions. 
I  will  endeavor  to  convince  him  of  this,  and 
shall  be  gratified  if  I  can  enlist  his  talents  on  the 
side  of  a  bleeding  countrv.  Sir,  the  violations  of 
the  commercial  rights  or  which  we  complain  do 
not  only  embrace  the  carrifing  trade,  properly  so 
called,  but  also  the  carrying  of  the  products  of 
oiir  own  soil,  the  fruits  of  our  own  industry; 
these,  although  injurious  ouly  to  our  property, 
are  just  causes  of  war.  But,  sir,  the  impressment 
of  our  native  seamen  is  a  stroke  at  the  vitals  of 
liberty  itself,  and  although  it  does  not  touch  the 
^natale  ao^um,"  yet  it  enslaves  the  "na/tvoa 
JUias'^ — the  native  sons  of  America ;  and,  in  the 
ratio  that  liberty  is  preferable  to  properly,  ought 
to  enlist  the  patriotic  feelings  of  that  hononible 
member,  and  make  his  bosom  born  with  that 
holy  fire  that  inspired  the  patriots  of  the  Revolu- 
tion. 

Sir,  the  earrying  trade — by  which  I  mean  the 
carrying  articles  the  growth,  produce,  or  manu- 
facture of  a  foreign  cTime-*except  articles  con- 
traband of  war*— is  as  much  the  right  of  the 
American  people  as  the  carrying  the  products  of 
their  own  soil,  and  is  not  only  secured  by  the  law 
of  nations,  but  by  the  positive  provisions  of  the 
British  Treaty.  To  us,  sir,  it  is  an  all-important 
riffbl.  We  import  from  the  West  Indies,  annu- 
ally, property  to  the  amount  of  forty. millions  of 
dollars,  for  which  we  pay  in  the  products  of  our 
own  soil;  of  this,  ten  millions  only  are  consumed 
in  the  United  States,  and  the  surplus  thirty  mil- 
lions are  exported  to  ioreigu  couairies,  on  which 


the  Atn^fion  merchant  pays  three  perceiiL« 
the  duties  to  the  Upited  States^  obtains  the  proErs 
on  the  freight  of  thirty  millions  of  dolUn,«sd 
furnishes  a  maiket  for  American  produciioos  t^ 
the  same  amount.  The  honorable  gentleioii 
from  Virginia  said,  that  that  little  spot  io  Mary- 
land, Baltimore,  which  was  well  fortified  ud 
secure  from  an  attack,  had-  unbounded  infloeDu; 
^^that  the  lords  of  Baltimore"  governed  the  Rep> 
resentatives  of  Maryland  in  their  votes  oo  ihti 
stt^ecCr  Noj  sir,  eiery  district  of  Marylaod  sol- 
emnly protests  against  submission  to  any  forfi|s 
Power,  and  I  have  no  doubt  will  approve  it 
votes  of  their  members  on  this  floor,  **  to  prepin 
for  war."  or  tbr  war  itself,  rather  than  subont' 
sion.  Baltimore,  by  the  industry  and  commer- 
cial  enterprise  of  her.  citizens,  has  grown  oat  of 
the  sea  into  a  great  commercial  city,  has  diffosd 
the  beiiefito  of  coknmerce  into  every  seciioa  d 
the  State,  by  making  a  great  demand  for  the  pro- 
ducts of  our  soil  and  industry,  and  a  cunseqoe&i 
increase  of  price,  whereby  every  foot  of  lasd  i& 
Maryland  is  macle  more  valuable^  and  wberdi^ 
thd  .interest  of  every  part  of  the  State  is  ide&th 
fied  with  theirs;  for  this  she  is  justly  entitled  lo 
our  respect.  But,  sii^  she  has  no  occasion  lo  is- 
fuse  her  patriotic  fire— so  pre-eminent  in  the  case 
of  the  Chesapeake-^into  the  Represeotatires  o( 
Maryland.  They  know  the  wishes  of  their  con- 
stituents, and  will  moat  certainly  obey  them. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  hope  if  the  gentleman  fros 
Virginia  will  not  defend  the  carrying  of  forei^ 
articles,  he  will  defend  the  carrying  the  prodacu 
of  our  own  8oil,|L  right  most  disgracefully  rio- 
lated.    When  our  own  citizens  have  been  carry- 
ing provisions-*the  produce  of  their  own  soil,  io 
their  own  ships— to  feed  the  armies  of  EDglaoi 
and  her  allies  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  iber 
have  been  captured  on  their  homeward- boond 
passage,  on  their  own  coast,  and  condemned  in  a 
British  Court  of  Admiralty.    If  this  does  not  io- 
spire  him,  yet  I  am  not  without  hopes  that  when 
hie  reflects  on  the  impressment  of  our  nstive 
American  seamen,  while  carrving  the  products 
of  our  own  industry  to  marlcet,  tfaoosaods  of 
whom,  at  this  moment,  are  languishing  uoderthe 
ignominious  scourge,  on  board  the  infernal  float- 
ing castles  of  Great  Britain,  he  will  feel  like  an 
American,  devoted  to  avenge  their  wrongs.   He 
has  said,  that  if  Great  Britain  had  an  ageoey  n 
exciting  the  Indians  to  the  massacre  of  the  troop 
under  Governor  Harrison,  be  would  avenge  it. 
Sir,  can  he  then  feel  less  bound  to  avenge  the 
slavery  and  death  of  American  impressed  sea- 
men, committed  directly  by  Britons  themselres; 
than  the  death  of  citizens  by  the  savages  tbroo^b 
a  British  agency  ?    I  should  like  to  hear  bio  ex* 
ercise  his  logical  talent  in  the  discriminatioo  of 
these  cases,  which,  however  profound,  wooU,  1 
presume,  he  ioefiectual  to  that  purpose.    Sir,  the 
impressment  of  American  seamen  isof  ancieot 
date.    The  outrage  was  remonstrated  against  bf 
our  Wasbinoton,  and  by  every  AdminstratioB 
since,  and  every  diplomatic  energy,  in  every  Ad- 
ministration, exerted  to  put  a  slop  to  this  infii- 
mous  practice^  in  vaiuk 
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Mr.  Speaker,  I  isk  honorable  gentlemen  if  we 
ne  oot  bound  by  the  mott  solemn  ties  to  protect 
ivrsetmeD  by  all  the  lawful  means  we  possess  ? 
I  flare  ever  considered  that  protection  mad  alle* 
pioce  were  reciprocal  obligations — the  counter- 
jiris  of  each  other ;  that  the  protection  of  the 
itizeo  in  bis  liberty  was  secured  to  him  by  the 
hisutution,  and  every  member  of  the  Govel'n- 
Bcoi  boaad  by  oath  to  support  that  Constitniion, 
feoriog  to  him  that  right.  1  ask,  shoald  an 
npressed  American  seaman  who  had  been  for 
eren  years  under  the  lash,  and  whom  we  had,- 
luriog  that  time  ne«flected,  be  indicted  for  high 
reason  when  found,  with  our  enemies,  in  arms 
gainst  as-— should  he  plead  specially  that  fact, 
rould  it  avail  him  ?  And  if  it  would  not,  how 
an  we  neglect  to  protect  him  in  his  liberty,  se» 
ured  by  the  social  compact  which  we  ate  bound 
y  oatb  to  execute?  Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  well 
Dowo  that  my  sympathies  hare  always  been 
olisted  for  this  hardy  and  valuable  class  of  our 
pllow-ciiizene,  who,  though  pooT;  yet  as  *^  honM 
irs,"  proverbially,  io  a  peculiar  manner  arc  en- 
itled  to  our  protection. 

Sir,  we  all  recollect  the  eaptnre  of  the  Pbila- 
elphia  by  the  Turks,  and  we  can  never  forget 
ow  the  newa  of  so  many  of  our  fellow^etttzeos 
eing  subjected  ^o  Turkish  bondage,  in  a  momenr 
0  electrified  the  sympathies  of  the  American  peo* 
le  that  a  squadron  was,  without  delay^  despatched 
)  the  Mediterranean,  and  a  large  sum  of  money 
oted  for  their  ransom.  But,  sir,  the  mirrder  of 
N'erce,  in  our  own  waters ;  the  killing  of  our  cit- 
leos  in  the  Chesapeake ;  the  hanging  of  Wilson 
leoid  blood,  taken  out  of  that  ship  by  violence ; 
ad  the  very  recent  case  of  the  American  citi- 
iu  impressed  into  th6  ^  Little  Belt*'  ahd  com* 
(lied  to  fi^ht  a§[ainst  his  own  countrymen,  and 
ho  was  killed  in  that  action,  are  fresh  in  our 
collection.  '  And  if  these  outrages^  which  cry 
oad  for  vengeance,  do  not  animate  yon,  I  fear 
e  sacred  fire  that  inspired  your  fathers  in  the 
evolution  is  iiearly  extinguished,  and  the  liberty 
their  degenerate  sons  in  jeopardy. 
Mr.  Speaker,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  has 
iclared  that,  if  he  could  believe  that  the  late 
issacre  of  the  troops,  in  the. attack  on  Governor 
arrison  by  the  Indians,  under  the  Prophet,  was 
e  effect  of  British  agency,  he  would  unite  with 
,  heart  and  hand,  and  per&onally  assist  to  avenge 
e  bloody  deed.  I  feel  a  confidence,  that,  if  the 
otieman  will  attend  to  the  circumstances*  of 
is  case,  and  take  a  retrospective  view  of  the 
nduct  of  the  British  Qovernment,  be  will  feel 
doubt  of  the  fact,  I  will  take  the  liberty  of 
iating  the  gentleman's  attention  to  some  or  the 
xninent  features  of  that  GoYernment,  which 
U  go  far  in  establishing  that  fact.  When  Dun- 
ire,  Governor  of  Virginia  in  1775,  found  it  ne- 
isary  to  quit  the  seat  of  government,  and  go  on 
trd  the  fleet  for  safety  from  the  Revolutionary 
igeance  of  the  patriots  of  Virginia— *at  a  perioo, 
',  when  the  Americans  were  suing  for  justice 
their  humble  petitions  to  the  King  and  Partia- 
nt ;  and  when  that  Chatham,  the  gentleman 
m  Virginia  has  so  highly  extolled,  was  the  ad- 


vocate of  our  violated  righte*^DaQmore  issued  a 
proclamation  inviting  the  negroes^to  bis  standard  $ 
to  cut  the  throats  of  their. masters;  and  promised 
them  a  pardon.  <  Tliis  fact,  1  know,  from  having 
presented  that  proclamation  to  a  court  at  NoKh- 
ampton  in  Virginia,  to  tsduce  them  to  commute 
the  punishment  of  death,  passed  on  some  of  tho 
victims  of  his  perfidy,  to  working  in  the  mines; 
which  they  did.  I  will  ne;Kt  remind  the  gentle- 
man of  th^  speech  of  Lord  Dorchester  to  the  Ib« 
dians  after  the  peace,  in  which  he  advises  them 
to  use  the  .tomahawk  and  scalping*knife,  where* 
by  numbers  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  frontiers, 
of  all  ages,  sexes,  and  conditions,  were  ^acrific^* 
This  was  the  cause  of  the  Indian  war  that  shortly 
after  took  place.  This  fact  was  attested  by  tlia 
newspapers  of  the  day,  which  had  universal 
credit. 

These  eases  go  to  prove  that  the  principles  that 
ought  to  govern  civilized  nations  have,  at  all 
times,  been  totally  disregarded  by  the  officers  and 
agents  of  that  Government.  After  these  caaesi 
we  shall,  feel  little  hesitation  in  believing  thera 
was  a  British  agency  in  the  case  of  the  massacre 
by  the  Prophet's  troops  on  Governor  Harrisofi% 
detachment,  when  the  circumstances  relied  on 
ara  duly  considered.  At  the  late  great  council 
with  Governor  Harrison,  the  chiefs  of  many^ 
tribes  were  convened,  nil  of  whom,  except  Te^ 
cum^eh,  the  Prophet's  brother,  in.  their  speechea 
avowed  their  friendly  disposilions,  and  devotiott 
to  jieace  with  the  United  States.  Tecumseb, 
who,  with  a  number  of.  his  tribe,  came  from  Foit 
Maiden,  in  Canada,  declared  his  hostile  inten- 
tions against  the  United  States,  left  the  aouacU 
with  that  avowed  intention,  and  returned  again 
to  Fort  Maiden.  Shortly  after  this,  the  Shaw^ 
aoees  assembled  a  large  body  in  arms  in  thtf 
Indiana  Territory,  under  the  Prophet,  and  com- 
mitted the  assault  on  the  troops  of  Governor 
Harrisim,  though  they  have  paid  for  their  temer- 
ity. This,  1  trust,  connected  as  it  is  with  the  im« 
morality  and  extraordinary  pretensions  of  that 
Government  at  this  crisis,  will  satisfy,  not  only 
the  i^entleman  from  Virginia,  bnt  this  House,  of 
a  British  agency  in  the  case. 

But  to  divert  our  attention  from  the  wrongs  of 
which  we  complain,  the  gentleman  fVom  Virginia 
tells  us  that  our  own  restrictive  system  has  un- 
done us ;  that  our  cotton  is  reduced  to  seven  cents, 
and  our  tobacco  to  nothing.  Sir,  there  are  now 
no  restrictions  to  the  exportation  of  these  articlea, 
and  if  that  had  been  the  cause,  on  its  removal  tha 
eflfect  would  have  ceased  with  it«  No,  sir,  we  are 
to  look  for  the  cause  of  the  reduction  of  the  prices 
of  our  cotton  and  tobacco  in  the  political  and 
commercial  history  of  Europe.  The.  price  of  cot- 
ton depends  on  the  demand  for  the  manufacturer 
of  that  article ;  the  Bnglish-made  cottons  depend* 
ed  on  the  conthientaf  markets,  from  which  tha 
British  manufactures  are  excluded.  The  price  of 
tobacco  never  was  materially  varied  by  the  con- 
sumption in  England,  but  depended  on  the  for- 
eign demand  from  Great  Britain,  which)  by  their 
exclusion  from  the  continent^  is  almost  entirely 
arrested.    Sir,  if  wa  examine,  with  eandor,  tha 
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eaase  of  the  reduction  of  the  prices  of  these  arti- 
cles,  we  shall  find  that  the  retafiaiorjr  system  of 
the  two'great  belligereDts  prodoced  ii:  "  The  Brit- 
ish proclamation  blockading  system, ''of  1806,  in- 
doced  the  continental  blockade  of  1807,  and  ulti- 
mately the  interdiction  of  all  articles  the  growth, 
produce^  or  monufacture  of  Great  Britain  to  the 
Contineot. 

America,  erer  faithful  to  herself,  determined 
to  preserve  a  state  of  neutralitf .  and  not  to  com- 
mit her  destinies  with  either  of  the  ^reat  belli* 
gerents  who  were  deciding  the  rise  and  fall  of 
empires,  by  the  sword,  and  recording  their  desti- 
nies in  blood.  Oiir  policy  was  peace,  and  in  this 
we  persevered  with  a  degree  ot  equanimity  un- 
exampled in  the  annals  of  the  world :  nor,  sir, 
was  the  non-intercourse  act,  now  so  violently 
complained  of  by  Great  Britain,  marked  with  the 
slightest  shade  x>f  partiality.  By  that  act,  at  the 
same  time,  and,  as  it  were,  -'  unofiatu^  we  offered 
to  both  nations  the  same  terms,  agreed  not  to  im- 
port any  articles,  the.  growth,  produce,  or  manu- 
factnre,  of  the  other,  her  colonies  or  dependencies, 
on  either  revoking  their  edicts  violating  our  nei»- 
tral  commerce,  unless  they  should,  within  three 
months  thereafter,  revoke  their  edicts.  The  Bm- 
peror  of  the  French,  did  revoke  his  decrees,  but 
the  British  did  not  revoke  their  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil within  the  three  months,  but  Congress^  in  tier 
peaceful  policy,  b]r  H  law,  inoited  her,  and  au- 
thorized her  to  do  It  at  any  time;  so  that,  in  fact, 
she  may  be  considered  as  fixing  the  restrictions 
of  which  she  complains,  on  herself,  as  she  has  it 
in  her  power  to  remove  them  at  her  will  and 
pteasure. 

Sir,  the  monstroiis  pretensions  insisted  on  by 
her  Minister,  near  the  United  States,  were  not 
less  exceptionable  in  their  matter.  However,  the 
American  Minister,  in  a  style  and  manner  that 
did  honor  to  his  head  and  his  heart,  detected 
and  exposed  their  fallacies,  and  placed  the  Uni- 
ted States  on  that  high  ground  her  just  claims 
entitled  her  to  hold,  and  gave  a  celebrity  to  that 
State  paper,  that  it  will  be  quoted  witb  pride  by 
the  American  statesman,  as  the  mirror  of  British 
insolence. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  regret  that  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  should  ascribe  to  gentlemen  of  the  West, 
a  disposition  for  war,  with  a  view  to  raise  the 

8 rice  of  their  hemp;  or  to  the  gentlemen  of  the 
forth,  with  a  view  to  raise  the  price  of  their 
beef  aiid  dour.  These,  sic,  are  selfish  motives, 
and  such  I  cannot,  for  a  moment,  believe,  will  be 
taken  into  consideration ;  they  will,  with  everj 
other  section  of  the  Union,  unite  in  deciding  it 
on  ito  meriu;  they  will  count  the  wrongs  we 
have  sustained  ;  tbey  will  reflect  that  the  honor, 
the  interest^  and  the  very  independence,  of  the 
United  States,  is  directly  attacked ;  they  will,  as 
guard iansofthenation'srights, agreeably  to  thead- 
▼iceof  the  Administration, "put  the  United  States 
into  an  armor  and  an  attitude  demanded  by  the  cri- 
sis, and  correspondent  with  the  national  spirit  and 
expectations;"  they  will  prepare  to  chastise  the 
wrongs  of  the  British  Cabinet,  which  the  Presi- 
dent tell*  US|  *^  have  the  character  as  well  as  the 


effect  of  war,  on  our  commercial  rights,  vkkk 
no  independent  nation  can  reliaqat^k."  They 
will  decide  with  the  President,  the  Execaiive  or- 
gan of  the  nation's  will,  *^  that  these  wrongs  are 
no  longer  to  be  endured."  They  will  decide  vith 
the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations,  **  that  for- 
bearance longer  to  repel  these  wroop  has  eetsed 
to  be  a  virtue,"  and,  1  hope  they  will  decide  vich 
ine,  that  submission  is  a  crime;  and,  sir,  if  tbef 
will  examine  a  document  on  that  table,  1  ottan 
the  returns  of  the  twelfth  Congress,  and  compare 
them  with  the  eleventh,  they  will  find  netrif  oae 
half  of  the  eleventh  Congress  removed.  This,  sir, 
may  correctly  be  eonsi&red  as  the  sen  tenet  of 
the  nation  against  the  doctrine  of  submission ;  it 
is  certainly  an  expressioo  of  the  aatioo's  will,  it 
a  language  not  to  be  misunderstood,  and  too  se- 
rious in  its  application  not  to  be  respected.  We 
have  also,  sir,  the  expression  of  Maryland,  throQga 
her  Senate,  who  unanimously  approved  the  spix- 
ited  resolutions,  introduced  by  the  late  Governor, 
who  did  not  suffer  his  exposed  situation,  so  alarn- 
ing,  in  the  opinion  of  the  ffcntleman  from  Vir- 
gioia,  to  deter  him  from  doins  his  duty.  We 
have  also,  sir,  the  resolutions  of  the  Legi&latoR 
of  Pennsylvania,  an  honest  test  of,  their  noo-sab- 
m isslon  principles.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  cannot  forbear 
the  remark  that,  while  the  gentleuMm  from  Vir- 
ginia ascribes  to  the  West  and  to  the  North  ia- 
terested  motives,  he  confesses  that  the  sitoaiioa 
of  the  blacks  in  the  State  he  represents,  impressed 
as  they  are  with  the  4iew  French  principles  of 
liberty,  and  their  desire  for  the  fraternal  hug,  are 
seriously  to  be  feared ;  that. these  new  principles 
have  been  taught  them  by  the  pedlers  from  the 
East,  who,  while  they  sell  their  trinkets,  iacnl- 
cate  these  doctrines.  He  suffers  his  fears  for  the 
State  he  represents,  in  the  event  of  a  war,  on  ac- 
count of  the  blacks,  to  interat  him ;  and  had  he 
not  told  us  that,  if  the  ^nalale  solum"  was  touch- 
ed, or  thatj  if  there  was  a  British  agency  in  the 
late  attack  on  Governor  Harrison,  he  would  go  to 
war,  I  should  have  been  ready  to  conclude  thai, 
as  the  state  of  the  blacks  would  be  a  permanent 
objection^  no  cause  could  occur  that  would  in- 
duce him  to  go  to  war. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  says, 
he  expects  to  be  charged  with  being  uader  Brit- 
ish influence ;  however,  he  disregarded  iL  I  as- 
sure htm  I  shall  not  be  one  of  his  accusers ;  1  be- 
lieve him  governed  by  AtmaaJ^  and  infloeoced  bf 
pure  American  motives,  and  chat,  if  be  saw  the 
subject  as  I  do,  his  bosom  would  burn  with  the 
same  sacred  fire  to  avenge  our  wrongs ;  and  were 
I  to  hear  him  charged  in  bis  absence  with  British 
influence,  I  should  repel  it,  notwithsuodiog  be 
has  told  us,  in  a  prideful  manner,  that  be  had  de- 
scended from  British  ancestors;  that,  from  a 
Shakspeare  he  had  formed  his  taste,  from  a  Locke 
his  mind,  from  a  Chatham  his  polities,  from 
a  Sydney  his  patriotism,  from  a  Tillotson  his 
religion.  Mr.  Speaker,  had  Fbeen  that  honor- 
able member,  1  should  have  boasted  a  nobler 
line  of  ancestry  ;  I  should  have  claimed  mf 
descent  from  the  beardless  Powhatan,  tod  the 
immortal  Pocahontas ;  and  I  should  have  takes 
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IS  models,  from  my  owe  Sute,  a  Hearjr  for  my 
loqueoce,  a  Jefferson  for  my  poliiics,  a  Wash- 
D^ton  for  my  patriotism,  and  a  Madison,  or  ra- 
ber  ihe  Oraciea  of  BeTelatioo,  for  my  religion, 
(at,  ur.  1  am  myself  so  much  a  Roman,  that  I 
an  traly  say,  in  their  language, 

Aut  genus  out  proaoos,  out  qua  non  fidmus  ipset 
vix  ea  nmtra  voeo.** 

**  Honor  and  shame  from  no  condition  rite, 
Act  well  yonr  part,  there  all  the  honor  lies." 

Sir,  the  charge  of  forei^rn  influence, «nd  the  re* 
rimioation  of  one  political  party  hy  the  other, 
le  unpleasant  things.  I  should  rejoice  to  see 
be  curtain  of  oblivion  drawn  over  them,  and  all^ 
miting  under  the  nobler  distinctiou  of  American. 
1,  sir,  feel  it  due  to  th^  Federalists  of  Maryland 
0  declare  that,  when  the  outrage  was  committed 
(Q  the  Chesapeake,  they  expressed  an  equal  zeal 
0  avenge  the  wrong,  and  to  volunteer  their  jser- 
ices  under  the  standard  of  their  common  conn- 
ry.  Nor,  sir,  can  I.  from  the  pleasing  aspect  this 
House  presented  wnen  acting  oo^  the  first  resolu« 
ioD,  feel  a  doubt  that  they  will.on  all  proper  pcr 
tasioDs,  zealously  co-operate  in  prtiiecting  the 
olid  interests  of  this  country,  to  which  their  des- 
ioies  are  committed. 

Sir,  I  sincerely  regret  that  the  gentleman  from 
iTirgioia  should  treat,  with  so  much  freedom,  that 
:lass  of  society^  which,  in  case  of  a  war,  must 
nake  the  standing  army.  It  was  illy  calculated 
:o  aid  the  recruiting  service,  to  call  them  ^  the 
Kouring»  of  the  seaports,  to  be  collected  by  the 
icaveogers  of  the  army,"  *^  the  engines  of  despot- 
ism," ever  dangerous  to  liberty.  This  could 
iiare  no  good  effect.  That  th^re  is  a.  mixed  soci- 
ety in  the  seaports  I  admit— adventurers  from  aU 
oations— but  the  great  mass  of  our  people  are  truly 
respectable;  and  I  trust  the  honesty  of  their  prin- 
ciples is  not  to  be  measured  by  any  standard  of 
vealth.  The  usual  bounty  and  pay^  with  the 
160  acres  of  land,  and  the  kiYe  of  their  country, 
will  induce  our  respectable  young  tnen  to  enlist  j 
they  will  never  suffer  those  rights,  their  tnAm- 
toaft,  purchased  by  the  blood  of  their  fathers  of 
the  Revolution,  to  be  lost  by  the  degeneracy  of  their 
iODs.  I  wish  gentlemen,  when  they  speak  of  the 
soldiery,  would  reeoliect  how  thej  came  into  this 
House,  and  by  whose  blood  the  independence  of 
the  United  States  was  purchased.  Sir,  if  they 
will  examine  their  own  history,  they  will  find  that 
the  tax  in  blood  was  paid  by  the  poor  in  the  ra- 
tio of  sixty-four  to  four,  the  number  of  privates 
when  compared  with  the  oflkers ;  and,  indeed, 
they  will  find  that  many  of  the  best  oflicers  were 
poor.  Sir,  we  know  many  of  the  privates  of  that 
anny  who  are  now  among  the  most  respectable 
of  our  citizens. 

Sir,  have  we  forgotten  the  disintefested  patriot- 
ism of  a  Paulding,  a  Williams,  and  a  Vanwert, 
vho  conducted  Andre  to  tbe  gibbet  1  They  were 
poor,  but  honest— ^old  could  not  corrupt  them. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  same  patriotism  that  inspired 
their  fathers,  yet  inspires  their  sons.  We  have, 
^ith  national  pride,  seen  a  Somers,  a  Wads- 
worth,  and  an  Israel,  to  liberate  their  brothers  io 


arms  froth  Turkish  slavery,  perform  a  prodigy  of 
valor  unexampled  in  the  j^ges  of  history.  It  has 
been  honorably  recorded  in  the  archives  of  Con- 
gress; and  their  monuments  in  the  Navy  Yard  will 
ever  be  dear  to  American  seamen,  and  an  evidence 
of  the  magnanimity  of  the  naval  officers  who  at 
their  own  expense  erected  them,  and  who,  in  a 
war  for  their  impressed  brother  tars,  I  have  tM> 
doubt  would  distinguish  themselves  whenever  ait 
occasion  presented  itself.  .  , 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
could  he  be  reconciled  to  a  war  and  a'  regular 
army,  would  have,  as  he  tells  us,  insuperable  dif- 
ficulties on  account  of  a  commander-in-chief. .  He 
says  we  have  no  WA8BiifGTai«,and  that  our  pres- 
ent chieftain  is  an  qcquUtedfelon.  Sir,  our  Wash- 
INGTON  was  little  known  at  the  commencement 
of  the  Revolution,  nor  after  he  was  known  could 
his  distinguished  character  secure  him  against 
intrigues  to  remo.ve  him  from  the  command  of 
the  Army;  however,  they  fortunately  failed.  1 
am  truly  aorry,  sir,  that  the  delicacy  of  the  situa- 
lion  of  tbe  gentleoian  from  Virginia,  and  the  more 
delicate  situation  of  General  Wilkinson,  (now^ 
under  a  trial  by  a  court  martial,)  had  not  restrained 
his  invectives.  In  such  a  case  the  press  is  muz- 
zled, nor  ought  such  freedom  of  speech  to  be  in- 
dulged in  this  House.         .        .  .        ^ 

I  hope  I  shall  be  excused  for  presenting  the 
resolutions  of  that  Congress,  who  were  distin- 
guished in  history  as  "  a  constellation  of  worth- 
ies,^' testing  the  early,  the  active,  and  distinguish- 
ed services  of  Qeneral  Wilkinson,  a  native  of  Ma- 
ryland, with  whom  I  have  long  been  acquainted. 
In  November  6,  IT/?,  it  was 

"  Buohed^  That  Colonel  James  Wilkinson,  Adjutant 
General  of  the  Northern  Army,  in  consideration  of  his 
aervioea  in  that  department,  and  being  strongly  recom- 
mended by  Geoeial  Gates,  as  a  gallant  officer,  and  a 
promising  military  genius ;  and  having  brought  the  des- 
pAtcbea  to  CongreM  giving  an  account  of  the  surrender 
of  Lieutenant  General  Burgoyne  and  his  armj,on.the 
17th  October  last,  be  continued  in  his  present  employ- 
ment, with  a  brevet  of  Brigadier  General  of  the  Army 
of  the  United  Stotes.'* 

In  November  6, 1778,  Congress  proceeded  to  the 
election  of  a  Secreury  to  the  Board  of  War  and 
Ordnance,  and,  the  ballots  being  taken,  James 
Wilkinson,  Esq.,  was  elected.  Again,  on  4he  6th 
March,  1778,  we  find  this  record  of  his  patriotism 
and  magnanimity : 

'*  A  letter  of  the  9d,  ftom  James  WiUunson,  was  read, 
Mtting  forth,  *  that  he  is  informed  the  marked  distinc- 
tion conferred  on  him  has  occasioned  a  dissatas&ction 
in  the  Army ;'  that,  « to  obviate  any  embarrassment 
that  may  result  from  the  diapomtion  by  the  conMqneal 
resignation  of  ofBcen  of  merit,  he  begs  leave  to  reli*- 
qnish  his  brevet  of  Brigadier,  wishing  to  hold  no  com- 
mission, unless  he  can  wear  it  to  the  hpnor  and  advan- 
tage of  his  country ;  and  that  his  conduct,  however 
repugnant  to  frshioDable  ambition,  he  finds  consiste^ 
wuh  those  principles  for  which  he  eariy  drew  his  sword 
in  the  present  contest." 

<*  Itaohed,  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

Here  is  a  record  of  his  having  distinguished 
himself  in  his  early  youth,  ia  the  opinion  ot  Con- 
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gresS)Who  preseoted  him  a  sword,  which  he  wore 
with  distiDCtion  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

Mr.  Speaker,  we  find  him  afterwards  in  the  coo- 
fideoce  of  the  threat  Washingtoh,  when  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Slates,  whose  penetration  and 
knowledge  of  him  taught  htm  to  appreciate  his 
worth ;  whose  confidence  he  retained  till  his  death. 
We  find  him  in  the  confidence  of  every  Admin- 
istration— the  favorite  of  his  countrv — until  he 
Dipped  Burr's  treason  in  the  hud, and  nad  hrought 
the  traimr  nearly  to  the  gihbet,  and  had  sent  on 
a  niimher  of  choice  BpiritSy  connected  with  him 
in  the  work  of  treason,  to  be  dealt  with  according 
to  their  crimes'^ao'  offence  of  too  deep  a  dye  ever 
to  be  forgiven  bv  them  and  their  powerful  friends. 
Hence,  although  he  received  the  approbation  of 
his  Grovernment,  and  the  plaudits  of  a  grateful 
country,  he  drew  down  upon  himself  a  train  of 
persecutors  and  slanderers,  of  whose  history  you 
are  well  informed ;  of  whom  I  have  no  hesitation 
in  saying,  that,  if  they  were  prosecuted  for  their 
forgeries  and  perjuries  with  half  the  zeal  that  he 
has  been  persecuted,  I  really  believe  would  not  be 
called  acquitted  felons.  Sir,  was  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  correctly  informed  on  the  subject, 
such  are  my  impressions  of  his  magnantmitY  and 
justice,  that  he  would  be  enrolled  with  the  friends 
Qf  the  General,  and  that  he  would  consign  his  per- 
secutors and  accusers  to  the  obloquy  they  so  justly 
merit. 

But,  sir,  from  a  mHitia  of  nearly  eight  hundred 
thousand,  we  can  never  be  at  a  loss  to  create  a 
regular  army  of  thirty  or  forty  thousand ;  nor,  sir, 
can  our  liberties  ever  be  endangered  by  that  army, 
while  we  have  an  armed  militia  of  seven  hundred 
thousand,  composed  at  least  of  as  good  materials ; 
nor,  sir,  can  we  be  at  a  loss  for  a  commander  of 
that  army,  even  should  €kneral  Wilkinson  be 
slandered  out  of  the  confidence  of  the  nation.  We 
certainly  have  patriots  and  soldiers  of  talent  and 
enterprise,  who  would  have  the  confidence  of  the 
nation,  and  who  would  lead  her  Army  to  honor 
ttDd  glory,  and  crown  their  arms  with  success. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  alter  stating  his  desire  to  give 
his  support  to  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
which  ne  was  a  member,  moved  an  adjournment 
on  account  of  the  lateness  of  the  hour ;  which 
was  carried. 


'  THtTRSDAT,  December  12. 

Mr.  MtTCBiLL  presented  a  petition  of  Jacob 
Schieffelin  and  Son,  of  the  citjr  of  New  Tork, 
■  dtoggists,  praying  permission  to  import  merchan- 
dises from  the  British  island  of  Oaudaloupe,  to 
the  amoont  of  debts  owing  to' them  by  inhabilants 
of  said  island. 

Mr.  M.  also  presented,  a  petition  of  Ogden  and 
Harrison,  merchants,  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
praying  a  special  license  to  import  from  Great 
Britain  a  quantity  of  brass  wire,  to  be  used  in  the 
manufactory  of  pins,  and  in  machinery  for  draw- 
ins  wire. 

Mr.  M.  also  presented  a  petition  of  Jabez  Har- 
rison, merchant,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  pray- 
ing permission  to  import  ftom  St.  Johns,  in  the 


British  province  of  New  Brunswick,  sundry  bct- 
chandises,  the  sole  property  of  the  petitioaer. 

Mr.  M.  a(so  presented  a  petition  of  so ndrvski^ 
owners,  and  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  New  Vorii 
praying  that  the  non-importation  act  of  the5e^ 
ond  of  March  last,  may  be  so  altered  or  araeodc^ 
as  to  permit  vessels  returning  from  Great  Briuin 
to  ballast  with  coal  instead  of  earth  and  stoae 
which  they  are  compelled,  under  the  existing 
conditions  of  the  said  act,  to  use. — Referred  set* 
erally  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Mu- 
ufactures. 

The  Speakeb  presented  two  petitions  from  tae 
Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Representi- 
lives  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  \  one  prayts; 
for  an  extension  of  tne  time  for  completing  t^ 
payments  on  pre-emption  rigjj^^  ^^  lands;  uie 
other  praying  that  the  said  Territory  maybe 
erected  into  a  State  and  admitted  into  the  Uoioa. 
-^Laid  on  the  table. 

The  third  reading  of  the  bill  from  the  Seotte 
^  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  O^Banmm,"  was  ctik 
fbr ;  when  it  was  ordered  to  lie  oo  the  table. 

FOREIGN  RELATIONS. 

The  House  re— ped  the  consideration  of  tie 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relatioos. 

Mr.  Calbouh.^-Mv^ Speaker:  f understood  \)a 
opinion  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Reiaiiotf 
differently  from  what  the  gentleman  from  Vl^ 
ginia  (Mr.  Ranoolpb)  has  stated  to  be  his  im- 
pression. I  certainly  understood  that  committed 
as  recommending  the  meaaares  now  before  iIm 
House  as  a  preparation  tor  war;  and  such  in  fad 
was  its  express  resolve,  agreed  to,  I  believe,  by 
everv  member  except  that  gentleman*  I  do  otf 
attribute  any  wilful  misstatement  to  him,  btti 
consider  it  the  effect  of  inadvertency  or  misuke 
Indeed,  the  report  coold  mean  nothing  bat  war  oi 
empty  menace.  I  hope  no  laember  of  this  Hoits< 
is  in  favor  of  the  latter.  A  bullying,  menaeiog 
system  has  everything  to  condemn  and  nothing 
to  recommend  it  \  in  expense,  it  is  almost  as  con- 
siderable as  war;  it  excites  contempt  abroad,  ind 
destroya  confidence  at  home.  Menftoes  arc  seriov 
things;  and,  if  w«  expect  any  good  from  them 
they  ought  to  be  resorted  to  with  as  much  cautioi 
and  aeriouaness  as  war  itself,  and  ahoald,  if  do( 
•uccessfttl,  be  invariably  followed  by  iL  It  wv 
not  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  GntiNOTj 
that  made  this  a  war  question.  The  resolve  cob 
templates  an  additional  regular  force ;  a  measorc 
confessedly  improper  but  as  a  preparation  for  wtr 
but  undoubtedly  necessary  in  thai  event.  Sir,  1 
am  not  insensible  of  the  weighty  importance  oJ 
this  question,  for  the  first  time  sobaitted  to  fhii 
House,  at  a  redress  of  our  long  list  of  oomplitat! 
against  one  of  the  belligerents;  but,  according  tc 
my  mode  of  thinking  on  this  subject,  howeTei 
serious  the  question,  whenever  1  am  on  its  affinn 
ative  side,  my  conviction  must  be  staong  and  an 
alterable.  War,  in  this  country,  ought  never  u 
be  resorted  to  but  when  it  Is  clearly  justifiable 
and  necessary ;  so  much  so,  as  Hot  to  require  the 
aid  of  logic  to  convince  our  reason,  nor  the  ardoi 
of  eloquence  to  inflame  our  passions.    There  at< 
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maoy  reasoDs  wby  this  eoa«try  should  never  re- 
sort to  it  bat  for  causes  the  xnoU  urgeot  and  ne- 
cessary. It  is  sufficient  that^  under  a  Govern- 
meot  like  oursj  none  but  such  will  justify  it  in 
the  eye  of  the  nation ;  and  were  I  not  satisfied 
that  such  is  the  present  case,  I  certainly  would  be 
00  advocate  of  the  proposition  now  before  the 
Hoose. 

Sir,  I  might  prore  the  war,  should  it  ensue, 
justifiable,  by  the  express  admission  of  the  gentte- 
mao  from  Virginia;  and  necessary,  by  facts  un- 
doubted and  unirersally  admitted,  such  as  that 
gentleman  did  not  pretend  to  controvert.    The 
eitent,  duration,  and  character  of  the  injuries  re- 
ceived ;  the  failure  of  those  peaceful  means  here- 
tofore resorted  to  for  the  redress  of  our  wrongs,  is 
my  proof  that  it  is  necessary.   Why  should  I  men- 
tion the  impressment  of  our  seamen ;  depredation 
on  every  branch  of  our  commerce,  including  the 
direct  export  trade,  continued  for  years,  and  made 
under  laws  which  professedly  undertake  ta  ref- 
late odr  trade  with  other  nations;  negotiation 
resorted  to  time  after  time,  till  it  is  become  hope- 
less; the  restrictive  system  persisted  in  to  avoid 
var,aDd  in  th«  vain  expectation  of  returning  jus- 
tice? jjhe  evil  still  grows,  and  in  each  succeed- 
iog  year  swells  in  extent  and  pretension  beyond 
the  preceding.    The  question,  even  in  the  opinion 
and  admission  of  our  opponents,  is  reduced  to  this 
single  point— which  shall  we  do,,  abandon  or  de- 
fend our  own  commercial  and  maritime  rights, 
and  the  personal  liberties  of  ot^r  citizens  employ- 
ed in  exercising  themi    These  rights  are  esseo- 
tially  attacked,  and  war  is  the  only  means  of  t&- 
UressJ  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  su^- 
geiieS  none — unless  we  consider  the  whole  of  his 
speech  as  recommending  patient  and  resigned 
sabmission  as  the  best  remedy.    Sir,  which  lUter- 
Dative  this  House  oi2gbt  to  embrace,  it  is  not  for 
me  to  say.    1  hope  the  decision  is  made  already, 
by  a  higher  authority  than  the  voice  of  any  man. 
It  is  not  for  the  humnn  tongue  to  instill  the  sense 
of  independence  and  honor.    This  is  the  work  of 
oatore—a  generous  na|ur«,  that  disdains  tame 
submission  to  wrongs. 

This  part  <^  the  subject  is  so  imposing,  as  to 
eoforce  silence  even  on  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia. He  dared  not  to  deny  his  country^s  wrongs, 
or  vindicate  the  eooduct  of  her  enemy. 

Only  one  point  of  that  gentleman's  argument 
^d  any.  the  most  remote,  relation  to  this  point. 
He  would  not  say  we  had  not  a  good  cause  of 
*ar,  bat  insisted  that  it  was  our  duty  to  define 
that  cause.  If  he  means  that  this  House  ought, 
tt  this  stage  of  the  proceeding,  or  any  other,  to 
CQumerate  such  violations  of  our  rights, as  we  are 
willing  to  contend  for,  he  prescribes  a  course 
which  neither  good  sense  or  the  usage  of  nations 
Warrants.  When  we  contend,  let  us  contend  for 
^ OUT  rights;  the  doubtful  and  the  certain,  the 
ttoimportant  and  essential,  it  is  as  easy  tostruff- 
Sk  or  even  more  so,  for  the  whole  as  a  part.  At 
^^  termination  of  the  contest,  secare  all  that  our 
Wisdom  and  valor  and  the  fortune  of  the  war  wilt. 
Permit.  This  is  the  dictate  of  common  sense ;. 
*iich  also  is  thfi  asage  of  nations*    The  single  in- 


stance alluded  to,  the  endeavor  of  Mr.  Fox  to 
compel  Mr.  Pitt  to  define  the  object  of  the  war 
against  France,  will  not  support  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  in  his  position.    That  was  an  ex- 
traordinary war  for  an  extraordinary  purpose, 
and  could  not  be -governed  by  the  usual  rules. 
It  was  not  for  conquest,  or  for  redress  of  injury, 
but  to  impose  a  Qovernment  on  France,  which 
she  refused  to  receive ;  an  object  so^  detestable, 
that  an.  avowal  dare  not  be  made.    Sir,  here  t 
might  rest  the  question.    The  affirmative  of  the 
proposition  is  established.    I  cannot  but  advert, 
however,  to  the  complaint  of  the  gentleman  froin 
Virginia  the  first  time  be  was. up  on  this  question. 
He  said  he  found  himself  rediiced  to  the  necessity 
of  supporting  the  negative  side  of  the  question, 
before  the  affirmative  was  established.    Let  me 
tell  that  gentleman,  that  there  is  no  hardship  in 
his  case.    It  is  not  every  affirmative  that  ougl|t 
to  be  proved.    Were  I  to  affirni  the  House  is  now 
in  session,  would  it  be  reasonable  to  ask  for  proof? 
He  who  would  deny  its  truth,  on  him  would  be 
the  proof  of  so  extraordinary  a  negative.    How, 
then,  could  the  gentleman,  after  his  admissions, 
with  the  facu  before  him  and  the  nation,  com- 
plain ?    The  causes  are  such  as  to  warrant,  or 
rather  make  it  indispensable  in  any  nation  not 
absolutely  dependent  to  defend  its  rights  by  force. 
Let  himi  then,  show  the  reasons  why  we  ought 
not  90  to  defend  ourselves.    On  him,  then,  is  the 
burden  of  proof.    This  he  has  attempted  ;  he  has 
endeavored  to  support  his  negative.    Before  I 
proceed  to  answer  the  gentleman  particularly)  let 
me  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  one  circum- 
stance :  that  is,  that  almost  the  whole  of  his  argu- 
ments consisted  of  an  enumeration  of  evils  al- 
ways incident  to  war,  however  just  and  neeessary ; 
and  thaty  if  they  have  any  force,  it  is  calculated 
to  produce  unqualified  submission  to  every  spe- 
cies of  insult  and  injury^    I  do  not  feel  myself 
bound  to  answer  arguments  of  the  above  descrip- 
tion s  and  if  I  shouTd  touch  on  them,  it  will  be 
only  incidentally,  and  not  for  the  purpose  of  se- 
rious refutation.    The  first  argument  of  the  geor 
tleman  which  I  shall  notice,  is  the  unprepared 
state  of  the  country.    Whatever  weight  this  ar- 
gument might  have,  in  a  question  of  immediole 
war,  it  surely  has  little  in  that  of  preparation  for 
it..    If  oar  country  is  unprepared,  let  us  remedy  ( 
the  evil  as  soon  as  possible.    Let  the  gentleman 
submit  his  plan ;  and,  if  a  reasonable  one,  I  doubt 
not  it  )^ill  be  supported  by  the  House.    But,  sir, 
let  us  admit  the  fact  and  the  whole  force  of  the 
argument,  I  ask  whose  is  the  fault?    Who  has\ 
been  a  member  for  many  years  past,  and  has  seen 
the  defenceless  state  ot  his  country  even  near 
home,  under  his  own  eyes,  without  a  single  en-  1 
deavor  to  remedy  so  serious  an  evil?    Let  him 
not  say  **  I, have  acted  in  a  minority."    It  is  no 
le^s  the  duty  of  the  minority  than  a  majority  to 
endeavor  to  serve  our  country.    For  that  purpose 
we  are  sent  fiere,  and  not  for  that  of  opposition. 
We  are  next  told  of  the  expenses  of  the  war,  and 
that  the  people  will  not  pay  yxes.    Why  not? 
Is  it  a  want  of  capacity?     What,  with  one  mil- 
lion  tons  of  shipping,  a  trade  of  near  $100,000,000, 
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'manufactures  of  $150,000,000,  and  agrieultare  of 
thrice  that  amount,  shall  we  be  told  the  country 
wants  capacity  to  raise  and  support  ten  thousand 
or  fifteen  thousand  additional  regulars?  No;  it 
has  the  ability,  that  is  admitted ;  but  will  it  not 
have  the  disposition  ?  Is  not  the  course  a  JQ^^t 
and  necessary  one?  Shall  we,  then,  utter  this 
libel  on  the  nation  ?  Where  will  proof  be  found 
of  a  fact  80  disgraceful?  It  is  said,  in  the  history 
of  the  country  twelve  or  fifteen  >yeai8  ago.  The 
case  is  not  parallel  The  ability  of  the  country  is 
greatly  increased  since.  The  object  of  that  tax 
was  unpopular.  Bu4  on  this,  as  well  as  my 
memory  and  almost  infant  observation  at  that 
time  serve  me,  the  objection  was  not  to  the  tax, 
or  its  amount,  but  the  mode  of  collection.  The 
eye  of  the  nation  was  frishtened  by  the  number 
of  officers ;  its  love  of  liberty  shocked  with  the 
multiplicity  of  regulations.  We,  in  the  vile  spirit 
of  imitation,  copied  from  the  most  oppressive  part 
of  European  laws  on  that  subject,  and  imposed 
on  a  young  and  virtuous  nation  all  the  severe 
provisions  made  necessary  by  corruption  and  long 
growing  phieane.  If  taxes  should  become  neces- 
sary, 1  do  not  hesitate  to  say  the  people  will  pav 
efheerfally.  It  is  for  their  Qovernment  and  their 
cause,  and  would  be  their  interest  and  duty  to 
pay.  But  it  may  be,  and  I  believe  was  said,  that 
the  nation  will  not  pay  taxes,  because  the  rights 
violated  are  not  worth  defending,  or  that  the  de- 
fence will  «bst  more  than  the  profit.  Sir^  I  here 
enter  my  solemn  protest  against  this  low  and 
"calculating  avarice"  entering  this  hall  of  legis- 
lation. It  is  Only  fit  for  shops  and  counting- 
houses^  and  ou^ht  not  to  disgrace  the  seat  of 
sovereignty  by  its  squalid  and  vile  appearance. 
Whenever  it  touches  sovereign  power,  the  nation 
is  ruined.  It  is  too  short-sighted  to  defend  itself. 
It  is  an  unpromising  spirit,  always  ready  to' yield 
a  part  to  save  the  balance.  It  is  too  timid  to 
have  in  itself  the  laws  of  self-preservation.  It  is 
never  safe  but  under  the  shield  of  honor.  Sir,  I 
only  know  of  one  principle  to  makea  nation  great, 
to  produce  in  this  country  not  the  form  but  real 
spirit  of  union,  and  that  is,  to  protect  every  citizen 
in  the  lawful  pursuit  of  his  business.  He  will 
then  feel  that  he  is  backed  by  the  GoTernmeat ; 
that  its  arm  is  his  arms ;  and  will  rejoice  in  its 
increased  strength  and  prosperity.  Protection 
and  patriotism  are  reciprocal.  This  is  the  road 
that  all  great  nations  have  trod. ,  Sir,  I  am  not 
"Versed  in  this  calculating  policy;  and  will  not, 
therefore,  pretend  to  estimate  in  dollars  and  cents 
the  ralue  of  national  independence,  or  national 
affection.  I  cannot  dare  to  measure,  in  shillings 
and  pence,  the  misery,  the  stripes,  and  the  slavery 
of  our  impressed  seamen ;  nor  even  to  value  our 
shipping,  commercial,  and  agricultural  losses,  un- 
der the  Orders  in  Council  and  the  British  system 
of  blockade.  I  hope  I  have  not  condemned  any 
prudent  estimate  of  the  means  of  a  country,  be- 
fore it  enters  on  a  war.  This  is  wisdom,  the  other 
folly.  Sir,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  not 
failed  to  touch  ug  the  calamity  of  war;  that  fruit- 
ful source  of  declamation,  by  which  pity  becomes 
the  advocate  of  cowardice ;  but  I  know  not  what 


we  have  to  do  with  that  subject.  If  the  gentit- 
man  desires  to  repress  the  gallant  ardor  of  osr 
countrymen  by  such  topics,  let  me  inform  bica. 
that  true  courage  regards  only  the  cause — that  it 
is  just  and  necessary — and  that  it  despises  \ht 
pain  and  danger  of  war.  If  he  really  wishes  ts 
promote  the  cause  of  humanity,  let  his  eloqneotf 
be  addressed  to  Lord  Wellesley  or  Mr.  Percinl, 
and  not  the  American  Congress.  Tell  them.  If 
they  persist  in  such  daring  insult  and  injury  to  a 
neutral  nation,  that,  however  inclined  to  peace,  it 
will  be  bound  in  honor  and  interest  to  resist;  that 
their  patience  and  benevolence,  however  greu 
will  be  exhausted ;  that  the  calamity  of  war  inll 
ensue ;  and  that  they,  in  the  opinion  of  wouod«4 
humanity,  will  be  answerable  for  all  iu  devt^ 
tion  and  misery.  Let  melting  pity,  a  regard  ti 
the  interest  of  humanity,  suy  the  hand  of  iojef 
tice,  i^nd,  my  life  on  it,  the  gentleman  will  aat 
find  it  difficult  to  call  off  his  country  from  t^t 
bloody  scenes  of  war. 

We  are  next  told  of  the  danger  of  war !  I  h- 
Heve  we  are  all  ready  to  acknowledge  its  hazari 
and  accidents ;  but  I  cannot  think  we  have  aaf 
extraordinary  danger  to  contend  with,  at  least  sa 
much  as  to  warrant  an  acquiescence  in  the  iojft- 
ries  we  have  received.  On  the  contrary,  1  belien 
no  war  can  be  less  dangerous  to  internal  peaee, 
or  national  existence.  But,  we  are  told  of  tiie 
black  population  of  the  South.  As  far  as  the  gfs 
tleman  from  Virginia  speaks  of  his  own  persosal 
knowledge.  I  will  not  pretend  to  contradict  him;! 
only  regret  that  such  is  the  dreadful  state  of  bii 
particular  part  of  the  country.  Of  the  Sootbera 
section,  I  too  have  some  personal  knowledge,  aal 
can  say  that,  in  Sooth  Carolina^  no  such  fears  ia 
any  part  are  felt.  But,  sir,  admit  the  gentlema&'i 
statement ;  will  a  war  with  Great  Britain  increase 
the  danger?  Will  the  country  be  less  able  to  re* 
press  insurrection  ?  Had  we  anything  to  tear 
irom  that  quarter,  which  I  sincerely  disbeiievt,  la 
my  opinion,  the  precise  time  of  the  greatest  safetf 
is  during  a  war,  in  which  we  have  no  fear  of  in- 
vasion— then  the  country  is  most  on  itsgaard^ 
our  militia  the  best  prepared;  and  standing  force 
the  greatest.  Even  in  our  Revolutioii  no  attempts 
were  made  by  that  portion  of  our  popaiatian ;  aodJ 
however  the  gentlenao  may  frighten  himm 
with  the  disorganizing  effects  of  French  prioci 
pleff,  I  cannot  think  oitr  ignorant  blacks  have  fdt 
much  of  their  baneful  influence.  I  dare  say  more 
than  one-half  of  them  never  beard  of  the  Frenck 
Revolution.  But,  as  great  as  is  the  danger  from 
our  slaves,  the  gentleman's  fears  end  not  there— 
the  standing  army  is  not  less  terr\|ble  to  him.  Sir, 
I  think  a  re|^alar  force,  raised  for  a  period  of  ac- 
tual hostilities,  cannot  be  called  a  atanding  srof . 
There  is  a  |ust  distinction  between  such  a  force. 
and  one  raised  as  a  peace  establishment.  What-! 
ever  may  be  the  composition  of  the  laiter,  I  hope 
the  former  will  consist  of  some  of  the  best  mate 
rials  of  the  country.  The  ardent  patriotism  of 
our  young  men,  and  the  reasonable  bonatf  io 
land,  which  is  proposed  to  he  given,  will  impel 
them  to  join  their  country's  standard  and  to  fi^i 
her  battles ;  they  will  not  forget  the  citixea  ia  tbe 
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oldier,and,  in  obeyiog  their  officer,  leara  to  coo* 
emo  their  Constitution.    )n  our  officers  and  sol- 
iers  we  will  fiad  patriotism  no  less  pure  aad  ar- 
eat  than  ia  the  private  citizen;   but,  if  ihey 
lOQid  be  depraved,  as  represented,  what  have  we 
)  fear  from  twentv*five  or  thirty  thousand  reg* 
tars?    Where  will  be  the  boasted  militia  of  the 
entleman  1    Can  ooe  million  of  militia  be  over* 
owered  by  thirty  thousand  regulars?  If  so,  how 
in  we  rely  on  them  against  a  foe  invading  ova 
OQDtry  ?    Sir,  I  have  no  ^uch  contemptuous  idea 
four  militia — their  untaught  bravery  is  suffi- 
ieot  to  crush  all  foreign  and  internal  attempts 
0  their  country''s  liberties.    Bu^  we  have  not  yet 
ome  to  the  end  of  the  chapter  of  dangers*    The 
eotleinan's  imagination,  so  fruitful  on  this  sub- 
set, conceives  that  our  Constitution  b  not  cal- 
ulated  for  war^  and  that  it  cannot  stand  its  rude 
bock.  This  h  rather  extraordinary*— we  must 
epend  upon  the  pity  or  contempt  of  other  na- 
oos,  far  our  existence.     The  Constitution,  it 
rams,  has  failed  in  its  essential  part,  ''  to  provide 
}r  the  common  defence.^    No,  says  the  gentle- 
)aQ  from  Virginia,  it  is  competent  for  a  delen- 
tve.  but  not  aa  offensive  war.    It  is  not  neces« 
iry  for  me  to  expose  the  error  of  this  ooinion. 
^hy  make  the  distinction  in  this  instance  ?  Will 
e  pretend  to  say,  that  this  is  an  offensive  war ;  a 
nr  of  cooquest?    Yes,  the  gentleman  has  dared 
0  make  this  assertion ;  and  for  reasons  no  less 
itraordinary  than  the  assertion  itself.    He  says, 
or  rights  are  violated  on  the  ocean,  and  that  these 
iofaiions  affect  our  shipping,  and  commercial 
ights,  to  which  the  Canadas  have  no  relation. 
Pkedoctrhie  of  retaliation  has  been  much  abused 
if  late  by  an  unnatural  extension  ;  we  have  now 
0  witoess  a  new  abuse.    The  gentleman  from 
HrgiDia  has  limited  it  down  to  a  point.    By  his 
ystem,  if  you  receive  a  blow  on  the  breast,  you 
tare  not  return  it  on  the  head;  you  are  obliged 
0  measure  and  return  it  on  the  precise  point  on 
Tbieh  it  was  received.    If  you  do  not  proceed 
viih  mathematical'  accuracy,  it  ceases  to  be  just 
elf-defence ;  it  becomes  an  unprovoked  attack. 
0  speaking  of  Canada,  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
[loia  introduced  the  name  of  Montgomery  with 
DQch  feeling  and  interest.    Sir,  there  is  danger 
Q  tbat  name  to  the  gentleman's  argument.    It  is 
jtcred  to  heroism  !  It  is  indignant  of  submission ! 
jhis  calls  my  memory  back  to  the  time  of  our 
WTolotion;  to  the  Congress  of  '74  and  »75. 
'opposing  a  speaker  of  that  day  had  risen  and 
if^ed  all  the  arguments  which  we  have  heard  on 
o»»  subject  J  had  told  that  Congress,  "your  con- 
tst  IS  about  the  right  of  laying  a  tax ;  and  that 
n«  attempt  on  Canada  had  nothing  to  do  with 
^'-  that  the  war  would  be  expensive;  that  dan- 
J«  aod  devastation  wpuld  overspread  our  coun- 
ty* aod  that  the  po^er  of  Great  Britain  was 
"fwistible"    With  wbat  sentiment,  think  you 
»ould  such  doctrines  have  been'received  ?  Hap- 
Py  for  us,  they  had  no  force  at  that  period  of 

r  L?'^"^^'*  g^o'y-  Had  they  been  then  acted 
"■this  Hall  would  never  have  witnessed  a  great 
^n  convened  to  deliberate  for  the  general 
•^  5  *  mighty  empire,  with  prouder  prospects 
12th  CoH.  IstSESs.— 16 


that  any  nation  the  sun  ever  shone  on,  would  not 
have  risen  in  the  West.  No ;  we  would  have  been 
vile,  subjectea  colonies ;  governed  by  that  impe- 
rious rod  which  Great  Britain  holds  over  herois- 


tant  provinces. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  C.,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
attributes  preparation  for  war  to  everything  but 
its  true  cause.    He  en(|eavored  to  find  it  in  the 
probable  rise  of  the  price  of  hemp.    He  repre- 
sents the  people  of  the  Western  States  as  willing 
to  plunge  our  country  into  war  for  such  base  and 
precarious  motives.    I  will  not  reason  on  this 
point.    I  see  the  cause  of  their  ardor,  not  in  suc^ 
base  motived,  but  in  their  known  patriotism  am) 
disinterestedness.    No  less  mercenary  is  the  rea- 
son which  he  attributes  to  the  Southeru  States. 
He  says,  that  the  non-importation  act  has  reduced 
cotton  to  nothing,  which  has  produced  a  feverish 
impatience.     Sir,  I  acknowledge  the  cotton  of 
our  farms  is  worth  but  little;   but  not  for  the 
cause  assigned  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 
The  peopleof  that  section  do  not  reason  as  he  does; 
they  do  not  attribute  it  to  the  efforts  of  their  Gov- 
ernment to  maintain  the  peace  and  independence 
of  their  country ;  they  see  In  the  low  price  of  the 
produce^  the  hand  of  foreign  injustice ;  they  know 
well,  without  the  market  to  the  Continent,  the 
deep  aad  steady  current  of  supply  will  glut  that 
of  Great  Britain  ;   they  are  not  prepared  for  the 
colonial  state  to  which  again  that  rower  is  en- 
deavoring to  reduce  us.    The  manly  spirit  of 
that' section  of  our  country  will  not  submit  to  be 
regulated  by  any  foreign  Power.    The  love  of 
France  and  the  hatred  of  England  has  also  beea 
assigned  as  the  cause  of  the  present  measure. 
France  has  not  done  us  justice,  says  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  and  how  can  we  without 
partiality  resist  the  aggressions  of  England  ?    I 
know,  sir,  we  have    still  cause  of  complaint 
against  France ;  but  it  is  of  a  difi^rent  character 
from  those  against  England.    She  professes  now, 
to  respect  our  rights,  and  there  caunot  be  a  rea* 
sonabie  doubt  but  that  the  most  objectionable 
parts  of  her  decrees,  as  Car  as  they  respect  us,  are 
repealed.    We  have  already  formally  acknowl- 
edged  this  to  be  a  fact.    I,  however,  protest 
against  the  whole  of  the  principles  on  which  this 
doctrine  ii  founded.    It  is  a  novel  doctrine,  and 
nowhere  to  be  found  out  of  this  House,  that  you 
cannot  select    your    antagonist  without    being 
guilty  of  partiality.    Sir,  when  two  invade  your 
rights  you  may  resist  both  or  either,  at  your  plea- 
sure.   It  is  regulated  by  prudence  and  not  by 
right.     The  s^tale  imputation  of  partiality  to 
France  is  better  calculated  for  the  columns  of  a 
newspaper  than  for  the  walls  of  this  House.    I 
ask,  in  this  particular,  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  but  for  the  same  measure  which  he 
claims  for  himself.    That  gentleman  is  at  a'loss 
to  account  for,  what  he  calls,  our  hatred  to  Eng- 
land.   He  asks,  how  can  we  hate  the  country  of 
Locke,  of  Newton,  Hampden,  and  Chatham;  a 
country  having  the  same  language  and  customs 
with  ourselves,  and  descending  ^om  a  common 
ancestry.    Sir,  the  laws  of  human  affections  are 
uniform.    If  we  have  so  much  xo  attach  us  Co 
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Ihat  country,  powerful  indeed  must  be  the  cause 
which  has  orerpowered  it. 

Yes,  sir,  there  is  a  cause  strong  enouffh.    Not 
that  occult  courtly  afTection  which  he  has  sup- 
posed to  be  entertained  for  France ;  but  it  is  to 
be  found  in  continued  and  unprovoked  insult  and 
injury-    A  cause  so  manifest  that  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  had  to  exert  much  ingenuity  to 
overlook  it.    But,  sir,  here  I  think  the  gentleman, 
in  his  eager  admiration  of  that  country,  has  not 
been  sufficiently  guarded  in  his  argument.    Has 
he  reflected  on  the  cause  of  that  admiration? 
Has  he  examined  the  reasons  of  our  high  regard 
for  her  Chatham  ?  It  is  his  ardent  patriotism  j  the 
heroic  courage  of  his  mind  that  could  not  brook 
the  least  insult  or  injury  offered  to  his  country, 
but  thought  that  her  interest  and  honor  ought 
to  be  vindicated  at  every  hazard  and  expense. 
I  hope,  when  we  are  called  on  to  admire,  we 
shall  also  be  asked  to  imitate.     I  hope  the  gen- 
tieman  does  not  wish  a  monopoly  of  those  great 
virtues  to  remain  to  that  nation.    The  balance 
of  power  has  also  been  introduced  as  an  argu- 
ment for  submission.    England  is  said  to  be  a 
barrier  against  the  military  despotism  of  France. 
There  is,  sir,  one  great  error  in  our  legislation. 
We  are  ready  enough  to  protect  the  interest  of 
the  States;  and  it  should  seem  from  this  argu- 
ment to  watch  over  those  of  a  foreign  nation, 
while  we  grossly  neglect  our  own  immediate 
concerns.  This  argument  of  the  balance  of  power 
is  well  calculated  for  the  British  ParliamentJbut 
not  at  all  fitted  to  the  American  Congress.    Tell 
them  that  they  have  to  contend  with  a  mighty 
Power,  and  that  if  they  persist  in  insult  and  inTury 
"to  the  American  people,  they  will  compel  them 
to  throw  the  whole  weight  ol  their  force  into  the 
scale  of  their  enemy.    Paint  the  danger  to  them, 
and  if  they  desist  from  injury,  we,  I  answer  for 
it,  will  not  disturb  the  balance.    But  it  is  absurd 
for  us  to  talk  of  the  balance  of  power,  while  they 
by  their  conduct  smile  with  contempt  at  our 
simple  good-natured  policy.    If,  however,  in  the 
contest,  it  should  be  found  that  they  underrate 
us.  which  I  hope  and  believe,  and  that  we  can 
anect  the  balance  of  power,  it  will  not  be  diffi- 
cult for  us  to  obtain  such  terms  -as  our  rights  de- 
mand.   I,  sir,  will  now  conclude  by  adverting 
to  an  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
used  in  debate  on  a  preceding  day.    He  asked 
why  not  debate  war  immediately.    The  answer 
is  obvious:  because  we ar«  nbt  yet  prepared.  But. 
says  the  gentleman,  such  language  as  is  here 
held  will  provoke  Great  Britain  to  commence  hos- 
tilities.   I  have  no  such  fears.    She  knows  well 
that  such  a  course  would  unite  all  parties  here ; 
■     a  thing  which  above  all  others  she  most  dreads. 
Besides,  such  has  been  our  past  conduct,  that  she 
will  still  calculate  on  our  patience  and  submis- 
sion till  war  is  actually  commenced. 

Mr.  Desha  said— Mr.  Speaker,  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  of  which 
the  resolution  now  under  consideration  forms  a 
part,  is  not  what  I  thought  would  have  been  the 
most  advisable  to  adopt,  in  order  to  meet  the  emer- 
gency ;  not  that  I  was  for  immediate  war,  as  we 


are  unprepared  for  that  event ;  but^  sir,  in  ftdii- 
ti en  to  the  force  recom upended,  and  aathorizin« 
the  arming  the  merchant  vessel^,  I  was  for  aiop*- 
ing  the  convoy  system.    But,  sir,  as 'the  report  i$ 
of  a  character  different  from  the  temporiziag  pol- 
icy heretofore  pursued,  and  one,  if  not  decisive  ia 
itself,  which  will  lead  to  s^omething  decisive ;  loi 
as  I  am  now  perfectly  satisfied,  that  it  is  the  ia- 
tention  of  the  Government  to  follow  it  up  by  ul- 
terior measares,  calculated  to  prove  the  necessity 
of  these  preparatory  steps,  and  as  unioo,  under  ex- 
isting circumstances,  is  all  important,  as  one  of  < 
the  committee  1  am  bound  to  give  it  my  support. 
Sir,  discovering  no  disposition  on  the  part  of; 
Britain  to  relax  in  her  Orders  in  Couneil,  to  cease 
her  oppression,  or  to  make  restitution  for  the  daiD- 
ages  we  have  sustained ;  but  on  the  contrarjf.  i 
manifest  disposition  to  persist  in  her  lawless  ag-j 

§ressions,^  it  therefore  becomes  necessary  not  to ! 
epend  any  longer  on  countervailing  restrictiTej 
systems,  but  to  adopt  something  of  a  charactn| 
mqre  energetic,  and  more  congenial  to  the  wishfij 
of  the  American  people.  Sir,  while  I  thoagbt 
there  was  the  most  distant  probability  of  obuia! 
ing  justice  by  peace  measures,  I  was  an  adrocat^ 
for  peace ;  biit,  sir,  when  I  see  not  the  least  pros^ 
pect  of  a  revocation  of  her  destructive  OrdeH 
in  Council,  of  the  releasement  of  our  impressd 
countrymen,  a  relinquishment  of  the  principle  d 
impressment,  nor  restitution  for  damages,  I  amfo 
assuming  a  war  attitude — consequently  shall  voti 
for  the  report  of  the  committee,  because  I  belief 
the  force  there  contemplated  will  be  an  efficiea 
force,  and  adequate  to  the  purposes  intended,  t 
wit,  the  subjugation  of  the  british  North  Ame: 
ican  Provinces. 

Sir,  to  enumerate  the  aggressions  conimii« 
on  our  rights  by  Brftain,  the  depredations  on  ot 
commerce,  the  murder  and  impressment  of  oi 
countrymen,  and  the  indignities  offered  our  6a 
would  be  taking  up  your  time  unnecessarily- 
particularly  sir,  as  those  enormities  must  be  recei 
in  the  mind  of  every  member  present ;  and  as  it 
time  to  lay  aside  the  war  of  words  and  proceed' 
actions,  I  shall  not  detain  you  long  with  any  r 
marks  of  mine. 

Sir,  remonstrances  against  atrocities  have  bet 
made  in  vain ;  experience  has  taught  us  nothii 
can  be  expected  from  negotiations.  We  ba 
been  negotiating  for  fifteen  or  twenty  years,  at i 
enormous  expense,  say  nearly  half  a  million 
dollars,  and  the  causes  of  which  we  complaini 
have  regularly  increased  \  insult  has  been  heap 
upon  injury,  we  have  suffered  ourselves  to  bebi 
fetted,  kicked,  and  treated  with  all  kind  of  iodi 
nilies  with  impunity.  Yes,  sir,  insult  has  be 
the  result  of  all  late  attempts  at  negotiation ;  \ 
instance,  sir,  Mr.  Rose  was  sent  for  no  other  pil 


pose  than  to  gull  the  Government,  and  becaa 
Erskine  was  disposed  to  do  us  justice  in  part, 
was  recalled  and  disgraced.  The  conduct  of  t 
Copenhagen  gentleman.  Mr.  Jackson,  demonsti 
ted  that  he  was  sent  for  the  purpose  of  bullyij 
the  Government-  And  pray  Mr.  Speaker,  wl| 
has  Mr.  Foster  been  sent  for  ?  why,  sir,  in  u 
;  opinion  for  no  oth^c  purpose  than  to  operate 
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D  opiftte  on  the  Government ;  to  lall  us  to  sleep, 
^s  a  proof  of  whieb,  sbout  the  commeoQement 
Ithe session,  a  session  conrened  by  proclamation, 
I'hich  was  naturally  calculated  to  agitate  the 
ubiic  mind,  he  comes  forward  with  oi^rs  of  rep- 
ratioo  as  he  calls  them,  but  which  in. my  estima- 
00  is  DO  more  thai>^  a  patch,  calculated  to  corer 
oe  corner  of  the  wound  the  nation  received,  in 
lat  wanton  and  dastardly  outrage,  the  attack  on 
lie  Chesapeake ;  but,  sir,  in  his  soporifics  I  trust 
e  will  be  disappointed.  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
aying.  that  when  the  letters  from  -this  Minister 
9  our  Govern ment  are  examined  by  the  people, 
hat  independent  of  the  arrogance  bordering  on  in- 
oleoce,  in  which  thev  are  couci^ed,  so  character- 
iiie  of  that  nation,  tney  will  have  a  different  ef- 
Ki  from  that  of  conciliation ;  the  illiberal  and 
isJDgeDaous  demands  made  preliminary  to  the 
erocttion  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  will  have  a 
eodeDcy  to  rouse  the  public  mind  ;  they  will  be 
Doked  CD  with  an  indignant  frown  by  all  real 
kmericaDs. 

Sir,  we  have  been  constantly  annoyed,  assaulted 
ipenly  and  insidu  ously ;  we  have  been  plundered, 
oppressed,  and  insulted ;  we  thought  it  preferable 

0  forbear  while  forbearance  was  possible,  than  to 
ihnflfe  into  the  eviU  of  war,  to  redress  the  evil  of 
ilander  and  partial  and  dastard-like  outrage ;  We 
odged  it  better  to  abandon  the  wealth  which  the 
ifflictions  of  the  world  held  out  to  the  aviditjr  of 
commercial  specqlation,  and  consequentlv  with- 
Itewfrooi  the  ocean,  by  the  adoption  of  tne  em- 
nrgo— a  measure  of  all  others  the  best  calculated 
omeet  the  then  emergency,  and  which  would,  I. 
MTe  no  hesitation  in  saying,  have  produced  the 
lesired  effect  if  we  had  have  had  firmness  enough 
lofaaTe  adhered  to  it,  and  virtue  and  patriotism 
niough  to  have  enforced  it.  But,  sir,  partyism 
iras  our  ruin ;  it  proved  that  we  4iad  as  much  to 
br  from  our  domestic  enemies  as  our  foreign 
foes,  and  apparently  the  greatest  evil  we  had  to 
ipprehend  was  in  falling  a  victim  to  our  own 
political  dissensions,  occasioned  by  the  deeply  laid 
plans  of  our  deadly  foe,  Britain.  Sir,  during  em- 
nrgo  times  our  domestic  enemfes,  encouraged  by 

1  proclamation  issued  under  the  authority  of  the 
Im  of  England— I  say,  sir,  those  minions  of 
royalty  concentrating  in  the  East,  talked  of  the  vio- 
Ittioo  of  laws  as  a  virtue,  they  demoralized  the 
»>niinanity  by  raising  the  flood-gates  of  civil  dis- 
order; they^ve  absolution  to  felons,  and  invited 
ti^e  commission  of  crimes  by  the  omission  of  duty. 
Jo^  iir,  the  day  of  retribution  is  (I  trust)  not  far 
Jistaot,  when  thpse  among  us  who  to  gain  the 
W  of  oar  enemy  have  betrayed  their  country, 
^illsink  into  insignificance  and  contempt ;  the 
5>ges  of  iniquity  will  not  shield  them  from  due 
infatny. 

Well,sir,  in  a  tremor,  the  embargo  was  laid  aside, 
vuboQt  the  cause  being  removed  for  which  it 
^>s  adopted,  and  a  non-intercoorse  substituted  in 
>i*  place,  which  was  also  removed  Without  even 
gj^bg  it  an  experiment ;  and  the  causes  of  com* 
PJaiotDot  only  existing,  but  rec^ularly  increasing. 
^^^^, sir,  degradation,  nationalabasement,  began 
^  stare  us  in  the  face ;  then,  it  was,  sir,  that  we 


began  not  only  to  lose  credit  abroad,  but  respect 
at  home. 

The  act  of  May  1st,  IBIO,  was  the  next  mea- 
sure resorted  to;  which  held  out  proposals  to  the 
two  principal  belligerents,  that  if  either  of  them 
would  rescind  their  orders  or  decrees  destructive 
of  our  rights,  against  a  given  time,  and  the  other 
party  should  fail  to  revoke  within  three  months 
thereafter,  that  we  would  reinstate  our  restrictive 
system — that  is,  the  non-importation — against  the 
piarty  so  failing  to  revoke.  Sir,  this  act  was  not 
marked  with  that  manly  character  expected  among 
a  nation  of  freemen  ;  in  fact  it  had  the  appear- 
ance of  truckling  to  tvranny ;  but,  however  it  was 
marked  with  the  character  of  pusillanimity,  it 

rroved  that  good  may  rise  out  of  evil ;  not  tnat 
viewed  the  revocation  of  the  French  decrees  as  • 
arising  from  any  good  disposition  the  French 
Emperor  had  towards  us,  but  because  it  suited 
his  interest  and  convenience.    Well,  sir,  however 

f  rating  to  the  feelings  of  freemen  this  act  might 
ave  been,  it  was  instrumental  in  bringiug  about 
a  revocation  of  those  obnoxious  measures,  the 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees. 

Sir,  as  to  the  revocation  of  those  decrees^  there 
are  incontestable  proofs,  of  such  a  nature  that  a 
roan  must  be  a  sceptic  indeed  not  to  believe ;  but. 
sir^  I  will  not  detain  you,  by  referring  to  the  doc^ 
uments  for  proofs,  as  they  are  in  the  hands  of 
every  member.  The  President's  proclamation  is 
sufficient  to  establish  the  fact,  agreeably  to  the 
act  of  May  1st,  1810.  But  if  doubts  still  remained, 
the  circumstance  of  there  not  having  been  a  single 
American  vessel  condemned  in  any  of  the  conti- 
nental ports,  since  the  first  of  November.  1810, 
must  be  satisfactory  of  the  revocation  ot  those 
decrees  qs  far  as  they  respect  our  neutral  rights ; 
consequently,  under  this  compact,  public  faith 
stands  pledged,  as  far  as  respects  keeping  up  the 
non-importation — and  sir,  however  impolitic  the 
act  was  by  which  we  were  pledged,  I  am  not  for 
prostrating  national  faith. 

Well,  sir,  how  has  the  other  belligerent  acted  ? 
a  Government  that  has  been  eulogized  by  some 
gentlemen,  and  made  out  a  complete  model  of 
virtue^  a  nation  ^reatj  virtuous,  and  magnanimous. 
Why,  sir,  Britain,  alter  her  repeated  declarations 
that  her  blockading  system,  and  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil, were  only  intended  as  retaliatory  measures 
against  her  enemies,  and  should  cease  to  operate 
on  the  date  of  the  revocation  of  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees,  still  persists  in  her  iniquitous  Or- 
ders in  Council,  in  which  the  blockading  system  is 
merged,  notwithstanding  the  date  of  the  revoca-, 
tion  of  the  French  decrees  took  place  upwards  of 
a  vear  ago.  What  do  gentlemen  think  now  of  Brit* 
isn  faith  ?  can  they  repose  any  longer  implicit  con- 
fidence in  that  corrupt  Government?  Certainly 
they  duglit  not.  Sir,  henceforward  we  may  con- 
sider British  faith  as  proverbial  as  Carthageniaa 
faith. 

The  report  of  the  committee  is  not  a  recom- 
mendation of  w^r,  but  it  is  what  will  unques- 
tionably lea'l  to  war,  if  our  grievances  are  not  re- 
dressed in.  a  short  time ;  it  is  in  my  estimation,  an 
effectual  force  to  answer  the  cpntemplated  and. 
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avowed  purpose,  the  subjugation  of  the'  British 
North  American  Provinces.  Sir,  the  present 
Military  Establish meikt,  when  filled  up,  is  about 
ten  thousand;  in  addition  to  this,  the  committee 
considered  that  ten  thousand  regulars  together 
with  the  fifty  thousand  volunteers  would  be  an 
adequate  force ;  but,  sir,  situated  as  we  are,  when 
war  is  inevitable,  or  an  abandonment  of  our  rights, 
and  the  prostration  of  national  character,  I  would 
not  stickle  on  a  few  thousand,  as  I  consider  it  bet- 
ter to  have  a  few  thousand  more  than  to  have  one 
man  under  the  necessary  number.  And,  sir.  I 
would  be  willing  to  go  further  than  is  Contempla- 
ted by  the  report;  I  would  be  willing  to  allow 
the  volunteerA  a  bounty  in  laiid  in  proportion  to 
their  time  of  service.  I  have  said^  sir,  that  the 
report  of  the  committee  would  lead  to  war,  and; 
sir,  I  would  not  be  worthy  of  the  name  of  a  free- 
man of  America,  a  friend  to  civil  liberty,  if  I  did 
not  prefer  war  with  all  its  accompanying  evils  to 
abject  submission. 

Although  Mr.  Speaker,  I  believe,  under  exist- 
ing circumstances,  a  war  attitude  necessary,  or 
at  least  preparatory  steps  calculated  tp  meet  that 
event ;  and  although  situatied  as  we  are,  I  am  for 
the  whole  of  our  legitimate  rights;  yet  sir,  I 
would  not  be  willing  to  involve  the  country  in 
war,  in  defence  of  the  extensive  and  circuitous 
carrying  trade,  separate  from  the  other  causes ; 
that  is,  that  we  should  become  carriers  for  the 
whole  world  ;  as  Government  receives  no  benefit 
from  this  circuitous  carrying  trade,  only  as  it  is 
calculated  to  aggrandize  a  few  individuaU  engaged 
in  it.  I  should  be  for  holding  fast  the  claim  to 
the  circuitous  carrying  trade,  and  would  be  will- 
ing to  operate  on  our  enemies  by  adoptinff  coun- 
tervailing restrictive  systems.  But,  sir,  f  would 
not  be  willing,  that  the  good  of  the  States,  the 
good  of  the  people,  the  agrieulturiats  and  mechan- 
ics, should  be  put  at  hazard  to  gratify  the  avarice 
and  cupiditv  of  a  small  class  ol  men,  who  in  fact 
may  be  called  citizens  of  the  world,  attached  to 
no  particular  country;  any  country  is  their  coun- 
try where  they  can  make  the  most  money.  But, 
sir,  for  what  is  an  inherent  right,  for  whatldeem^ 
the  legitimate,  or  necessary  carrying  trade,  the 
liberty  of  carrying  our  productions  to  foreign 
markets,  and  with  the  return  cargo,  in  which  ag- 
riculture is  particularly  interested,  I  would  fight 
In  defence  of. 

Sir.  we  have  eome  to  a  pretty  pass  indeed ; 
for  adopting  municipal  regulations  we  are  threat- 
ened with  retaliation.  Mr.  Foster  has  had  the 
audacity  to  charge  pur  Qovernotent  with  injustice, 
and  after  advising  us  to  retrace  our  steps,  says, 
that  as  our  Government  still  persist  i a  their 'in- 

i'urioos  measures  against  the  commerce  of  Great 
Sritain,  that  his  Royal  Highness  has  been  com- 
nelled  to  look  to  measures  of  retaliation;  and, 
Mr.  Speaker,  they  have  retaliated  with  a  ven- 
geance to  it,  by  capturing  and  making  prizes  of 
ail  the  American  vessels  coming  within  their 
grasp,  not  excepting  those  on  our  own  coast,  and 
within  our  waters.  Sir,  can  we  tamely  look  on 
and  see  our  citizens  plundered,  see  our  rights 
wrested  from  us;  rights,  in  the  obtaining  of  which 


so  much  virtue  was  displayed,  and  for  whickso 
much  blood  was  shed,  during  that  sangaiovy 
and  remorseless  war,  carried  on  against  us  by 
Great  Britain  ?  Can  we  look  on  and  see  OQrselre 
plundered,  and  thousands  of  our  fellow-cuizeu 
impressed,  taken  from  their  lawful  pursaiu,ar- 
ried  into  captivity,  and  ignorainiousiy  cooEAedoB 
board  of  British  ships  of  war:  subject  to  be  it- 
carcerated)  compelled  iogloriously  to  fight  for 
principles,  inconsistent  with  justice,  and  repuf- 
naat  to  the  feeliUffs  of  freemen  1 

Sir,  our  denoands  have  been  bottomed  oq  jus- 
tice— petfce  has  been  our  object,  which  hai  bm 
nMtnifested  by  the  numberless  sa«rifices  we  iiait 
made ;  and,  sir,  it  ia  to  be  lamented  that  io  tlie 
prosecution  of  this  laudable  design,  the  iajusuee 
of  our  enemies  has  suspended  our  usual  parsoits, 
and  subjected  our  commerce  to  the  rapacitf  o| 
those  invaders  of  our  rights.  But,  sir,  the  eup 
of  forbearance  is  exhausted- ;  it  ta  time  to  soqjh 
the  tocsin  of  alarm — to  gird  on  our  swords,  u 
prepare  for  action.  Sir,  to  step  one  step  furtiie^ 
without  showing  that  spirit  of  resentment  becooj 
iog  freemen,  would  be  to  see  national  degradi 
tion  stare  us  in  the  face — would  be  to  ackooiij 
edge  ourselves  unworthy  of  self«governmeDt,t| 
prepare  for  a  state  of  vassalage. 

Mr.  Speaker,  by  an  examination  of  the  corrd 
pondence  between  Mr.  Foster  and  our  Goveri 
ment,  it  will  be  found  that  an  explicit  deman^ 
his  been  made  of  the  revocation  of  the  Orders  i 
Council  by  our  Government,  and  a  positive  n 
fusal  on  the  nar'l  of  Great  Britain,  or  what 
tantamount.  Here,  then,  sir,  we  are  complete 
at  issue,  and  I  know  of  no  other  Way  of  decidia 
it  than  by  battle  or  submission ;  which  of  theii 
will  be  resorted  to  by  the  National  Councils,  Uj 
^et  unable  to  determine  ;  but  with  the  people,  ti 
former  would  Ue  laid  bold  of  with  avidiiy,  si^ 
supported  with  Spartan  bravery.  j 

Sir,  we  have  heard  much  of  the  expense  of  i 
war,  and  have  been  told  that  the  people  woo 
not  support  you  in  it.  What,  sir,  a  country  j 
extensive  as  America,  so  populous,  abouodiog  \ 
wealth,  and,  i  trust,  the  people  patriotic,  posses 
ing  a  full  share  of  national  pride,  and  not  be  w) 
linff  to  be  at  the .  expense  of  supporting  tM 
rights?  This  is,  io  my  mind. a  preposterous idel 
it  is  a  kind  of  calculating  policy  that  does  d| 
pervade  this  land  of  liberty.  The  people  ea&ol 
estimate,  in  pounds. shillings,  and  pence,  the  vah 
of  national  honor  and  rights:  they  are  fond! 
pf  aoe,  but  honor  and  interest  bind  them  to  opfW 
oppression  and  defend  their  rights,  indepeodei 
of  the  consideration  of  expense  ;  at  least,  I  ci 
vouch  for  those  whom  I  have  the  honor  to  rep« 
sent-^they  are  disposed  to  cherish  economy  as 
principle  of  virtue  in  a  Republic;  but, sir, at 
lime  as  perilous  as  the  present^  when  our  righ 
are  invaded  and  our  honor  assailed,  they  would  I 
willing  that  every  shilliqg  should  be  drawn  froi 
the  public  chests,  every  cent  from  private  pursi 
rather  than  succumb  to  tyranny;  they  are  dete 
mined,  at  the  ri«k  of  their  lives  and  fortuoc 
to  transmit  to  posterity,  unsullied,  thoee  inesi 
mable  blessings  of  liberty  and  independence  wbi< 
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were  ichieved  by  the  Tal6rott8  actioos  .t>f  tbeir 
aocestors. 

Sir,  the  most  iDfataated  partisaa  of  Qreat  Brit- 
lio  esoDOt  but  se^  in  her  conduct  an  uneqai- 
Toeil  proof  of  the  rapacious  aod  TiDdiciivc  policy 
which  dietiies  her  measorea :  all  men  must  see 
that  the  flagrant  injuries  which  we  are  now  suf* 
JeriDg  from  her,  proceed  from  a  general  plan  of 
piracy,  from  a  dispofitiop  to  ravish  from  Ui>  what- 
erer  may  coDtribQle  to  their  convenience,  inde- 
pendent of  national  law. 

Mr. Speaker,  this  temporising  and  vibrating  pol- 
icy has  had  a  tendency  to  unnerve  patriotic  ardor, 
lod  to  paralyze  the  national  energies.  Sir,  the 
de$troetioa  of  our  navigation  and  commerce;  the 
UDihiiation  of  mercantile  capital ;  the  extinction 
of rereoae — these  would  be  minor  eviU.  A  few 
fears  of  security  and  exertion  might  re])air  them ; 
m  the  homiliation  of  the  American  mind  would 
be  a  lasting  and  mortal  disease.  Mental  debase- 
mebtis  the  greatest  misfortune  that  ca'U  befall  a 
people.  The  most  pernicious  conaequence  that  a 
OoTeromeot  can  experience,  is  a  conquest  over 
thai  JQst  and  eleva  ted  sense  of  its  own  righta,  which 
iaspiresa  due  seosibitity  toinsult  and  injury,  over 
that  manly  pride  of  character  wtiich  prefers  peril 
or  sacriflce  to  the  submission  to  oppression,  and 
which  considers  national  ignominy  as  the  great- 
est of  natiooal  calamities.  Sir.  as  a  respectable, 
fiomerons,  and  wealthy  nation,  I  am  not  sure  but 
we  hare  carried  our  moderation  to  a  degree  of 
crimioaiity.  Yet,  sir,  1  acknowledge  moderation 
ID  all  Governments  a  virtue.  In  weak  or  young 
Btiioos,  it  is  often  wise  to  take  every  chance  by 
latieDeeand  addrest  to  divert  hostility',  and  some- 
times lo  hold  parley  with  insult  and  injury;  but, 
10  capitulate  with  oppression)  or  to  surrender  to  it 
at  discretion,  is.  in  any  Qovernment  that  has  any 

Giwer  of  resistance,  as  foolish  as  it  is  contempti- 
e.  Sir,  the  honor  of  a  nation  is  its  life.  Delib- 
erately to  abandon  it,  is  to  commit  an  act  of  polit- 
ical saicide. 

Mr.  Speaker,  there  is  reason  in  the  sentiment, 
arowed  m  the  language  of  some,  and  betrayed  by 
the  conduct ^f  others,  that  we  ought  to  submit  to 
oppression,  or  any  kind  of  evils,  rather  than  go  to 
war  with  England ;  because,  say  gentlemen,  she 
is  fighting  the  battles  of  the  world,  and  is  keep- 
ing a  more  dangerous  enemy  from  us;  that,  if  we 
were  lo  commit  an  act  that  would  lead  to  war 
with  Great  Blritain,  we  would  have  in  a  short  time 
the  tyrant  of  France  upon  us,  and  would  soon  be 
io  as  wretched  a  situation  as  the  peninsula  of 
Spain.  This,  in  my  opinion,  is  not  only  danger- 
ous, but  dastardly  doctrine.  Sir,  the  people  that 
-cao  prefer  disgrace  tor  danger  are  prepared  for  a 
muter. and  deserve  one ;  but,  thank  Qod.  the  peo- 
ple of  America  have  not  caught  this  panic ;  the]r 
arc  Dot  so  far  lost  to  a  sense  of  honor,  or  so  desti- 
tute of  patriotism,  as  to  prefer  submission,  abject 
acquiescence,  to  oppression,  to  war. 

Mr.  Speaker,  all  attempts  to  bring  about  an  am- 
icable adjustment  of  differences  have  failed.  It 
would  be  foUy  in  the  extreme  to  depend  upon 
oegotiation  any  lonj^er.  We  must  determine  on 
^og  ourselves  justice.    There  is  no  alternative 


left  but  to  re)}el  aggression  and  defend  our  rights. 
The  resolution  to  do  this  i^  imposed  on  the  Qor- 
emment  by  a  painful,  but.  irresistible  necessity. 
Then,  sir,  is  it  not  necessary  to  adopt  these  pre- 
paratory measures,  to  be  in  readiness  for  not  onhr 
defensive,, but  offensive  operations  ?  Then,  I  call 
on  the  manly  spirit  of  American  virtue — on  all 
those  who  are  American  at  heart — to  bury  ani«' 
mosiiies ;  to  lay  aside  prejudices,  which  are  not 
based  on  integrity  and  honor ;  to  stand  forth  for 
the  hboor  and  welfare  of  our  common  country; 
to  be  the  defenders  of  those  inestimable  riffbia 
achieved  by  the  valor  of  the  heroes  of  1776.  This 
is  the  time  not  to  have  it  attributed  to  fear  or 
baseness — the  time  for  men  of  all  parties  to  Vally 
under  the  good  old  Whig  standard. 

Sir,  my  view  is,  if  an  honorable  adjustment  of 
difference  between  this  Government  and  the  Gk)V- 
ernmeot  of  Great  Britain  does  not  take  place 
against  next  Spring,  by  a  revocation  of  the  Orders 
in  Council,  a  releasement  of  our  impressed  Amer- 
ican seamen,  together  with  a  relinquishment  of 
the  principle  of  impressment  and  ample  repava* 
tion  for  damages,  that  we  grant  letters  of  marque 
and  reprisal,  and,  by  a  system  of  privateering,  cut 
up  their  commerce;  and,  as  I  hope  to  see  the  day 
when  the  British  Mf\\l  have  no  Halifax  on  this 
continent,  to  send  captured  American  vessels  to 
for  adjudication  and  condemnation,  that  we  make 
a  descent  on  their  North  American  possessions, 
by  which  we  shall  check  their  influence,  particu- 
larly over  the  savages,  by  cutting  off*  all  commu- 
nication with  those  hostile  barbarians  on  our 
borders.    Sir,  I  am  not  so  passive  as  to  subscribe 
to  the  doctrine  advanced  yesterday  in  a  lengthy  . 
harangue,  which  in  substance  amounts  to  a  rec« 
ommendation  of  patience  and  resignation,  as  the 
remedy  against  oppression.    I  know  that  war  is 
to  be  deprecated-^that  it  ought  to  be  made  the 
last  resort,  so  as  to  preserve  national  honor,  which 
ought  to  be  deemed  paramount  to  every  other 
consideration — but,  sir,  as  I  deprecate  a  state  of 
war,  I  have  never  been  taught  to  consider  it  the 
greatest  of  evils.    Our  ancestors  did  not  consider 
It  so :  tbey  not  only  broke  to  pieces  the  chains 
that  were  forging,  but  they  cut  asunder  the  ties 
which  hadboundthem,and  launched  into  an  ocean 
of  uncertainty.    Success  crowned  their  efforts — 
they  dispelled  the  thick  cloi^ds  of  oppression,  and 
shook  off  the  fetters  of  despotism — and,  sir,  have 
their  descendants  become  so  degenerate  as  to  suffer 
them  to  be  ri vetted  on  again,  by  an  abandonment 
of  inherent  rights,  and  truckling  at  the  feet  of 
Tyranny?    I  trust  not.    I  flatter  myself  that  the 
National  Councils  will  awaken  from  their  polit- 
ical slumberings ;  that  they  will  act  worthy  of 
themselves,  and  up  to  the  expectations  of  the 
people. 

Mr.  Trocp  rose  to  make  an  effort  to  put  an  end 
to  the  debate ;  a  debate  in  which  the  great  mass 
of  the  House  were  enlisted  on  one  side,  against 
the  solitary  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Ran- 
dolpb)  on  the  other.  I  trust,  sir,  the  period  hias 
arrived  when  the  House  will  feel  itself  bound,  by 
the  imperious  calls  of  the  country,  to  act,  and  to 
act  promptly.    I  am  ready  to  go  neart  and  hand 
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with  the  advocates  of  the  resolution! ;  ail  I  ask 
is,  that  they  will  lead  with  prudence  and  discre- 
tion ;  deliberate  when  deliberation  is  useful,  act 
when  action  is  necessary.  But,  if  the  spirit  oi  de- 
bate, as  in  former  times,  has  seized  upon  us ;  if 
idle  Terbiage  and  empty  vociferation  are  to  take 
the  place  of  manly  and  energetic  conduct,  I  enter, 
at  tnis  early  stage  of  th^  proceeding,  my  solemn 
protest.  I  cannot,  I  will  not,  share  the  responsi- 
bility of  this  ruinous  course.  Indeed,  sir,  so  con- 
scious do  I  feel  of  the  evil — nay,  of  the  danger  to 
the  country  from  the  course  which  has  been 
adopted,  I  shall  be  constrained  to  call  for  the  pre- 
vious tjuestion,  unless  my  friends  shall  interpose 
the  more  pleasant  correctrve,-  their  own  good 
sense,  to  stop  it.  I  know,  sir,  they  have  been  im- 
pelled by  the  most  honorable  sentiments,  the  most 
generous  passions,  patriotism,  honor,  zeal  for  their 
country,  rage  against  her  oppressors.  They  are 
good  reasoners,  they  are  eloquent — but  of  what 
avail  is  argument,  of  what  avail  is  eloquence,  to 
convince,  to  persuade,  whom?  ourselves,  the  peo- 
ple ?  Sir,  if  the  people  are  to  be  reasoned  into  a 
war  now,  it  is  too  soon,  much  too  soon,  to  begin 
it.  If  their  Representatives  here  are  to  be  led  to 
it  by  the  flowers  of  rhetoric,  it  is  too  soon,  much 
too  soon  to  begin  it. 

When  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Foreign  Relations  (Mr.  Porter)  reported 
the  resolutions,  I  had  hoped  he  would  have  made 
a  motion  to  go  into  cojiclave,  or,  if  that  had  not 
been  deemed  advisable,  that  at  least  the  resolu- 
tions, when  taken  up  with  open  doors,  would  have 
been  treated  as  a  system  of  defensive  measures 
called  for  by  the  exigency  of  the  times,  and  af- 
fording no  iust  ground  of  complaint  to  any  Power 
which  might  please  to  consider  itself  the  object  of 
them.  Such  a  course  wouM  have  been  not  less 
consistent  with  the  report  of  the  committee  itself, 
than  witti  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  Pj-esident's 
Message.  The  President  himself  would  have 
been  fortified  by  it.  When  the  British  Minister 
called,  as  he  undoubtedly  will,  upon  the  {^resi- 
dent, to  demand  the  causes  of  these  warlike  pre- 
parations, he  might  have  been  answeVed  :  Sir, 
they  are  no  other  than  what  thev  purport  on  the 
face  of  them  to  be,  a  system  or  defence  on  the 
part  of  the  American  Government,  called  for  by 
the  state  of  the  world ;.  or.  if  he  pleased,  he  might 
have  said,  called  for  by  tne  attitude  which  His 
Britannic  Majesty  had  assumed,  the  propriety  of 
which  no  nation  had  a  rieht  to  question.  But, 
instead  of  this,  what  had  been  done?  Why,  at 
the  very  outset,  we  have  been  told  the  measures 
were  intended  as  measures  of  offensive  hostility; 
that  the  army  was  to  be  raised  to  attack  Canada ; 
nothing  short  of  it ;  all  the  advocates  of  the  reso- 
lution declared  it.  Now,  sir,  could  a  more  public 
or  formal  declaration  of  war  have  been  made  7 
Contrary  to  the  practice  of  all  nations,  we  de- 
clare first  and  make  preparation  afterward.  More 
magnanimous  than  wise,  we  tell  the  enemy  when 
we  will  strike,  where  we  will  strike,  and  how 
we  will  strike  !  Do  we  mean  a  mere  bravado  ? 
Impossible.  No  man  who  knows  the  advocates 
of  the  resolutions  would  suspect  it ;  but  we  hope 


the  enemy  will  recede;  she  may;  bat  if  sSie 
should  not,  let  gejolemen  look  to  the  conseqaes- 
ces ;  let  them  look  well  to  the  character  of  that 
enemy :  is  he  feeble,  spiritless,  destitute  of  r- 
sources,  without  courage,  without  honor?   No, 
sir,  witn  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  legolus 
and  all  the  munitions  of  war  in  store,  his  fleeu 
and  transports  manned,  equipped^  and  proTisici- 
ed ;  their  sails  bent  to  every  wind,  they  ask  bst 
one  hundred  and  twenty  days  to  reinforce Qtaebet, 
to  fortify  Montreal,  to  guard  the  passes  into  Cta- 
ada,  to  march  the  supernumeraries  to  Bmo^ 
Here  we  sit  in  idle  debate.  Sir,  I  do  contend  ms: 
seriously,  that  tea  thousand  regulars  can  mareb 
to  Boston  in  defiance  of  the  militia  of  Massadii- 
setts,  well  armed  and  oiganized  as  I  know  them  id 
be.     Well,  sir,  suppose  this  should  happen.  iU 
more  wonderful  things  have  happened,  wbaivL 
be  said  ?    What  will  my  friend  from  Virginia  ay 
to  the  first  victims  of  the  war?    Why,  he  will 
say^  '^  this  is  no  war  of  mine,  I  exerted  all  my 
strength  to  turn  these  people  from  their  mad  tai 
desperate  career !"  The  gentleman  from  Virgiaa 
exonerates  bimseif  from  all  responsibility  by  tbe 
very  act  of  opposition ;  but,  what  can  be  said  d 
us,  the  advoeates  of  the  resolution,  to  whom  i!i 
responsibility  attaches  ?     Th«t  *'  we  bad  not  fit- 
ished  our  war  speeches  !'^  that  "we  could  not  bt- 
gin  to  raise  men  until  we  had  finished  them!^ 
Sir^  believe  me,  the  people  of  this  country  waat 
no  such  speeches ;  they  will  go  to  war,  becAa>e 
th«y  believe  war  is  necessary  to  the  presemtioa 
of   their  honor  and  substantial  interest;  tbef 
want  men  and  arms  to  defend  them — not  words. 
If  gentlemen  persevere  in  the  debate,  I  will  ctU 
the  previous  question.    The  safety  of  the  Sute. 
after  what  has  been  said  and  done,  tiemaods  lu 
and  all  considerations  must  yield  to  thaL 

Mr.  Macon  considered  the  present,  from  the 
turn  the  debate  had  taken,  the  most  impomat 
question  which  had  come  before  the  Natiooal 
Government  for  many  years  past,  because  it  was 
evidently  discussed  as  a  war  question,  though  ibe 
real  question  before  the  House,  if  adopted,  did  cot 
declare  war.  It  was  not  now  a  question  by  what 
means  or  by  whose  measures  the  nation  was 
brought  into  its  present  situation ;  it  mast,  how- 
ever, be  satisfactory  to  all,  that  the  Admiai&ta- 
tion  has  done  everything  that  could  have  been  ex- 
pected, to  avoid  the  present  crisis,  and  to  keep  the 
nation  at  peace.  If  the  British  Government  woali 
cease  to  violate  our  neutral  and  national  rights, 
our  difficultiea  would  be  at  an  end.  It  vns  oo 
longer  a  question  about  the  colonial  carrfiag 
trade — that  was  at  an  end ;  because  Great  Britain 
might  now  be  considered  as  possessing  all  the 
West  India  islands ;  and  as  we  have  now  neither 
sugar  nor  coffee  to  carry,  she  has  determined  to 
execute  with  rigor  her  unjust  orders  against  our 
carrying  the  productions  of  our  ownspiltoaav 
market  except  her  own,  or  that  of  her  allies.  This 
is  attacking  the  best  interest  of  the  country;  in- 
deed, it  is  taking  the  proflu  of  both  planter  and 
merchant.  Hence,  none  of  our  exports  bring  & 
price  by  which  we  can  live,  except  flour ;  and  that 
would  be  no  better  than  any  other  article  of  ex- 
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nort,  iras  itoot  tbat*Great  Britaio  and  lier  allies^ 
Spaio  and  Portugal,  want  it  for  the  support  of 
their  armies ;  it  is  their  wanu,  and  the  great  diffi- 
culty of  ^e4  ting  their  wants  supplied  anywhere 
else,  that  keeps  up  the  price  of  wheat. 

Notwithstanding  these  were  his  sentiments,  he 
tbougiit  it  would  be  going  too  far  to  consent,  by 
the  Tote  lie  was  about  to  give,  that  he  pledged 
himself  to  vote  for  any  measure  which  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Relations  might  hereafter  brin£ 
forward,  when  he  did  not  intend  to  vote  for  all 
the  resolutions  contained  in  the  report  which  was 
DOW  under  <:on&uleration.  Our  affairs  must  now 
command  the  serious  attention  of  every  man  in 
ike  nation.  We  must  either  prispare  to  maintain 
the  right  to -carry  our  produce  to  what  market  we 
please,  or  to  be  content  without  a  market ;  to  at- 
tempt another  oegotiatioo  would  be  useless ;  every 
efort  has  Wb  made  in  that  way  that  eould  be 
made.  Indeed,  no  one  has  yet  said  that  he  wished 
another.  He  was  as  desirous  of  peace  as  he  ever 
was;  and  if  any  plan  shall  be  proposed  by  which 
the  peace  of  tke  country  can  be  preserved,  and 
tt)e  riglit  to  export  our  native  produce  maintained, 
he  should  still  prefer  it  to  war ;  but  if  no  such 
filan  can  be  devised,  he  was  willing  to  go  to  war 
for  that  right.  He  was  also  willing  to  declare  the 
points  to  the  nation  for  which  we  went  to  war, 
and  rather  than  not  succeed,  he  would  carry  it  on 
for  fifty  years,  and  longer  if  necessary.  H.e  felt 
DO  hesitation  in  declaring,  that  he  would  not  ga 
to  war  to  encourage  the  nation,  or  any. part  of  it, 
to  become  manufacturers,  (and  It  *may  not  be 
amiss  to  observe  that,  from  the  dav  that  this  re- 
port was  laid  on  the  table,  we  have  heard  nothing 
about  manufactures ;)  nor  would  he  go  to  war 
for  the  purpose  of  building  a  navy.  He  tnen- 
tiooed  this,  because  he  had  heard  a  good  deal  said 
oflate  about  increasing  the  fleet  and  building 
serenty-fours.  If,  therefore,  it  was  to  be  a  war 
either  to  encourage  manufactures  or  to  build  a 
fleet,  he  should  be  opposed  to  it;  he  would  rather 
remain  as  we  are  awhile  longer,  bad  as  our  situa- 
tion is.  than  to  stick  these  two  set-fasts  to  the 
back  of  the  nation,  neither  of  which  it  could  ever 
eet clear  of.  A  peace  in  Europe  might  free  us 
from  our  present  embarrassments,  but  from  the 
other,  once  established,  we  can  never  eJtpect  to 
gel  free. 

He  could  not  agree  with  the  jgentleman  from 
Georgia  (Mr.  Troup)  that  the  liouse  ought  now, 
by  the  previous  question,  to  put  an  end  to  the  de- 
bate; on  the  contrary,  he  wished  every  member 
might  have  foil  time  to  deliver  his  sentiments  on 
tbis  great  question ;  for  his  part,  he  wished  to  hear 
tbeopioions  of  those  who  lived  on  the  Eastern 
frontier ;  be  was  gratified  that  several  of  the  mera< 
bers  of  the  Western  had  favored  the  Committee 
with  theirs.  He  expressed  this  wish,  because  the 
part  of  the  country  which  he  represented  was  in 
tbe middle  country,  about  the  same  distance  from 
ibe  mountains  and  the  Atlantic  ocean,  in  no  dan- 
ger of  being  surijrised  or  injured  by  any  plunder- 
ing party  ;  nut  if  the  House  was  to  do  that  which 
the  zentleman  from  Georgia  seemed  to  desire,  it 
would  do  no  good ;  because,  if  our  object  be  to 


invade  Canada,  it  can  scarcely  be  expected  that 
this  could  be  done  with  our  utmost  exertions  by 
regular  troops,  hereafter  to  be  raised,  sooner  thao. 
June  or  July.  Hitherto,  our  proceedings  hart^ 
been  carried  on  not  only  with  good  humor,  hn  . 
with  great  urbanity  also  ;  to  stop  (he  debate,  might 
hftve  a  tendency  to  change  this,  which  no  one 
would  regret  more  than  the  gentleman  hrroself. 
Before  we  raise  an  army,  and  provide  it  with 
everything  necessary  for  march in^,we  hare  much 
to  do.  We  have  now  no  Washington  to  com-' 
mand;  and,  since  the  days  of  Joshua,  I  have  read 
of  no  such  man ;  such  men  do  not  appear  everf 
century,  and  a  thousand  years  will  hardly  produce 
one.  It  is  quite  probable,  except  the  Commander^ 
in-Chief,  as  gooa  or  better  appointments  may  ba 
now  made,  thaajHAre  made  at  the  beginning  of 
the  Rerolu^ion ;  because  thepe  are  now  more  men 
of  experience  in  the  country  than  there  were  at 
that  time ;  and,  also,  because  the  men  of  talents 
and  experience  are  much  better  known  to  the  Na- 
tional Government  now  than  they  then  were; 
besides  the  selection  of  officers,  the  wagons,  carts, 
and  provisions,  are  to  purchase,  and  almost  every 
other  article  necessary  for  a  marching  army.  It 
may  not  be  improper  here  to  remark,  that  this  i« 
not  a  Government  of  confidence ;  and  that,  before 
we  go  too  far,  we  ought,  by  some  means  or  other, 
to  know  who  is  to  command  the  Army.  There 
cannot  be  much  difficulty  in  this,  especially  un 
every  department  of  the  Government  seems  wiU 
liuff  to  raise  a  force  adequate  to  the  purpose  for 
which  it  is  wanted.  And  here,  sir,  permit  me  to 
say,  that  I  hope  this  is  to  be  no  party  war.  but  a 
nationfil  war,  in  which  every  person  in  the  na-» 
tion  may  have  a  fair  chance  to^  participate  in  the 
honor  and  glory,  to  be  acquired'in  the  field  of  bat- 
tle, and  in  defence  of  the  rights  of  his  country. 
Such  a  war,  if  war  we  shall  have,  can  alone,  in 
my  judgment,  obtain  the  end  for  which  we  mean 
to  contend,  without  any  disgrace,  fiefore  I  sit 
down,  i(  is  proper  for  m«  to  say,  that  I  shall  vote 
for  the  resolution  now  under  consideration,  but, 
in  doing  this,  I  give  no.  pledge  to  vote  fur  the 
number  of  men  that  has  been  mentioned  in  de- 
bate. Almost  every  number,  from  fifty  thousand 
down  to  fifteen  thou!>aod,  have  been  stated  as  the 
proper  number  to  b^  raised  ;  when  these  are  com- 
pared with  the  number  (ten  thousand)  mentioned 
by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Relations,  (and  I  understood  him  to  say  that  was 
the  number  wanted  by  the  Executive,)  it  appears 
more  like  ghessing  than  calculating.  The  Ad- 
niinistrifttjon,  no  doubt,  know  the  number  of  troops 
in  Canada  and  in  all  the  American  continental 
djDtninions  of  Great  Britain ;  this  is  not  known  to 
the  House — of  course  we  can  do  nothing  but 
guess;  and  it  is  enough  for  me  at  present  to  vote 
the  number  which  it  has  requested.  If  I  should 
appear  too  cautious  about  voting  men,  it  ought  to 
be  remembered  that  I  voted  for  six  thousand  ad« 
ditional  troops,  under  the  belief  that  Great  Brit« 
ain  had  made  war  upon  us,  and  that  afterwarda 
the  law  raising  them  could  not  be  repealed. 

One  word  as  tp  what  has  been  said  about  se- 
cret proceedings^;  they  are  useless,  and  experi- 
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ence  has  coDvioced  the  nation  that  Congress  has 
neyer  kept  a  secret  one  week ;  it  is  known  to  all 
llhe  world  that  both  France  and  England  use 
money  to  buy  political  secrets ;  but  as  the  docu- 
ments are  puolic,  it  would  have  appeared  a  little 
strange  to  keep  the  proceedings  in  the  Legislature 
which  originated  from  them  a  secret. 

Mr.  Smilie  spoke  in  favor  of  th6  report;  when 
the  House  jidjourned. 

Friday,  December  13. 

Mr.  Lewis  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  that  part  of  Washington  county,  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  lying  west  of  Rock 
Creek,  praying  that  the  Levy  Court  of  the  said 
county  may  be  empowered  and  authorized  to  levy 
tounty  taxes  on  that  portion  of  the'county  com- 
prehending the  City  of  Washington. — Referred 
to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Lacock  presented  a  petition  of  the  mem- 
bers  of  the  several  Christian  denominations,  in 
the  western  pans  of  the  United  Stales,  praying 
that  the  mails  of  the  United  States  may  not  be 
earried.  and  that  post  offices  may  not  be  opened, 
oti  the  Sabbath  day. — Referred  to  the  Postmaster 
General. 

Mr.  Blaccledob  moved  that  the  House  do 
come  to  the  folio winir  resolution  ; 

Huoloed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  prepared  and  laid  before 
this  House»  a  digest  of  the  system  of  rules  and  regular 
tions  bj  which  the  regular  troops  of  the  United  States 
are  trained  and  disciplined. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  that  the  House  do  now 
proceed  to  consider  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  conference,  made  the  eleventh  instant,  together 
with  the  message  from  the  Senate  adhering  to 
their  amendments  to  the  bill,  *<for  the  apportion* 
ment  of  Representatives  among  the  several 
States,  according  to  the  third  enumeration ;'' 
which  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

FOHEIGN  RELATIONS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  ihe  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Da  W80N. — When  wear.eabout  to  take  a  step, 
to  assume  an  attitude  which  must  change  all  our 
foreign  relations,  and  may  produce  a  change  in  our 
political  character,  it  becomes,  us  to  summon  all 
our  wisdom — to  collect  all  our  moderation  and 
firmness,  and  to  unite  all  our  energies  and  exer- 
tions. It  becomes  us  to  be  *^neither  rash  jor  diffi- 
dent,** or,  to  use  the  language  of  one  of  the  greatest 
men  who  ever  lived  in  the  tide  of  times,  '*  Immod- 
erate valor  swells  into  a  fault,  and  fear  admitted 
into  public  councils  betrays  like  treason."  Such^ 
air,  is  the  situation  of  the  United  Slates  at  this 
i&oaient.  We  are  about  to  take  such  a  step — every 
aentiment|therefore  which  can  be  offered  demands 
its  proportion  of  public  attention,  and  renders  that 
apology  from  me  unnecessary,  which,  on  any 
other  occasion,  common  propriety  would  justify. 

After  the  select  Committee  on  our  Foreign  Re- 
lations had  made  their  report,  it  seemed  to  me  to 


be  their  particular  duty  to  give  tothisHooKi 
full  exposition  of  their  present  and  ulterior  vievs 
and  objects,  and  of  those  of  the  Admioistratioi, 
as  far  as  they  had  ascertained  them,  fooDdedoa 
the  information  which,  it  is  presumed,  thef  pos- 
sessed.     For  this  I  waited  .with  patience,  ud 
have  listened  with  attention  and  with  pleasure- 
it  has  been  given  with  promptness,  with  ability 
and  with  candor ;  and  with  that  perspicuity  whie& 
frees  the  mind  from  all  doubt,  as  to  the  coohe 
which,  in  their  judgment,  we  ought  to  pursue. 
And  it  now  rests  with  us,  sir,  to  determine  «h^ 
their  we  shall  sanction  their  recommendatioo- 
whether  we  shall  adopt  those  measures  necessary 
and  preparatory  to  a  war  in  which  it  is  probabk 
our  country  will  be  engaged.    Sir,  in  the  count 
of  my  political  life,  it  has  been  my  duty  tomw 
and  to  decide  on  some  of  the  most  imporufii 
questions  which  have  been  agitated  in  our  pudic 
councils,  and  deeply  involving  the  best  initxtJn 
of  our  country;  these  duties  I  have  performeil 
with  fidelity  and  without  fear,  and  I  pledge  mf* 
self  never  to  depart  from  that  line  o(  conduct; 
and,  sir,  at  no  period  of  my  life,  nor  apoo  aof 
occasion  have  I  met  any  question  with  more^ 
rious  deliberation  and  more  undaunted  firmfie^ 
than  I  do  the  present. 

For  several  years  past  I  have  been  an  advocate 
for  the  adoption  of  every  measure,  the  object  of 
which  was  to  place  our  country  in  a  cooipteie 
state  of  defence,  and  prepare  us  to  meet  any  sute 
of  things.  I  have  thought,  and  do  think  ibai 
preparatory  and  vigorous  measures  are  be^sl  cal- 
culated to  maintain  the  dignity  and  secure  tite 
peace  and  happiness  of  our  country — that  to  be 
prepared  to  meet  danger  »  the  best  way  toaveri 
It.  Theae  preparations  have  not  been  carried  to 
the  extent  which  I  have  wished — and  yet,  sir.  I 
am  far  from  thinking  that  my  country  is  io  that 
feeble  state  which  some  gentlemen  seem  williog 
to  represent  it.  I  feel  myself  authorized  tos>uie, 
that  we  have  all  the  necessaries;  all  the  imple* 
ments ;  all  the  munitions  necessary  for  a  three 
years'  close  war  against'  any  force  which  any 
Power  Can  send  to  this  continent. 

All  that  we  want,  are  men.  No,  air,  parJoa 
the  ei^pression — all  which  we  want  is  aa  expres- 
sion or  the  will  of  the  nation^  Let  this  House. 
let  the  constituted  authorities  declare  that  will- 
let  t^em  declare  "  The  Republic  to  be  in  danger.^ 
and  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of  our  fel- 
low citizens  will  rally  round  the  standard  of  tbeir 
country,  resolved  to  support  her  rights,  arengc 
her  wrongs,  or  perish  in  her  ruin.  Yes,  sir. 
should  that  awful  momeot  ever  arrive,  which  may 
Heaven  avert ! — should  we  be  forced  into  a  war 
in  the  defence  of  our  just  rights,  I  trust  and  be- 
lieve that  there  is  not  a  man  in  the  nation,  whose 
situation  will  permit,  who  will  not  be  ready  to 
march  at  his  country's  call.  No  man  more  de- 
voutly prays  for  peace  than  I  do ;  no  man  depre- 
cates large  standing  armies  in  the  time  of  peace 
more  than  I  do — 1  consider  them  the  bane  of  so- 
ciety and  the  danger  of  republics;  but,  sir.  as 
peace,  honorable  peace  is  not  always  at  our  com- 
mand, they  must  be  resorted  to  in  time  of  war. 
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Mr.  Speaker,  we  have  beard  muck  of  expense 
oftaiitioD  and  of  economy.  Sir,  no  man  admires 
trueeeooomy  more  than  I  do— «oo  man  abhors 
thtt  which  goes  to  defeat  itself  more  than  I  do. 
Theooe  is  wisdom,  the  other  folly  ;  and  although 
I  am  an  advocate  foi  economy,  and  a  rigid  distri- 
bution of  the  public  funds,  and  opposed  to  taxa- 
tioD.  yet,  sir,  there  are  times  and  circumstances, 
when  considerations  of  that  sort,  when  all  minor 
coDsiderations,  must  be  sobserrient  to  what  we 
owe  the  public— ^when  to  be  freemen  we  most 
cease  to  l^  misers.  When  the  peace,  the  honor, 
tbe  independence  of  my  country  are  threatened^ 
rather  than  sacrifice,  rather  than  endanger  them, 
I  would  draw  every  cent  from  your  puUic  coffer, 
every  sous  from  your  private  purses;  and  this, 
lam  bold  to  say,  is  the  aodivided  sentiment  of 
those  I  have  the  honor  to  represent. 

Mr.  Speaker,  when  1  rose,  it  was  not  my  inten- 
tion to  go  into  the  various  reasons  which  wiU  in- 
duce me  to  vote  in  favor  of  that  resolotioa,  or  to 
recapitulate  the  wrongs  which  urge  its  adoption ; 
they  have  been  fuUv  stated  In  the  report  of  tbe 
committee  itself,  and  to  use  Its  own  words^  '*The 
cold  recital  of  wrongs,  of  injuries  and  aggressions 
luowo  and  felt  by  every  member  of  this  Union, 
eould  have  no  other  effect  than  to  deaden  the 
Mtionat  sensibility  and  render  the  public  mind 
callous  to  injuries  with  which  it  is  already  too 
familiar.''  Nor,  sir,  do  I  mean  to  underrate  or  to 
belittle  the  power  and  resources  of  the  nation 
vith  whom  we  shall  probal>ly  be  engaged.  I 
^oow  her  to  be  great  and  powerful,  and  that  we 
iball  find  a  foe  not  un worth v  our  sword.  I  know 
hat  our  countrynien  will  be  subjected  to  great 
tifficulties,  hardjihips  and  dangers;  but  connding 
D  tbe  justice  of  our  cause,  and  in  their  virtue  and 
ralor,  I  entertain  no  doubt  of  the  result. 

Mr.  Nei^on  protected  against  the  doctrine  that 
n  the  vote  he  was  about  to  give  he  should  pledge 
limself  to  the  support  of  whatever  ulterior  meas- 
ires  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  might 
boose  to  adopt.  He  was  sensible  that  he  should 
uizard  the  censure  of  his^  associates  in  the  Re- 
•ubiican  cause  by  (he  observations  he  proposed 
I)  submit.  Nay.  his  Republican  Triends  might 
ave  tbe  audacity  to  denounce  him  as  an  apos* 
ite,  but  the  people  had  intfusted  him  with  tneir 
earest  rights  and  interests,  and  he  was  resolved 
)  pursue  these  according  to  his  best  judgmgit, 
egardless  of  the  strictures  of  friends,  and  of  the 
ontumacious  abuse  of  the  press.  Proscription 
bould  have  no  influence  on  his  conduct.  And 
ence  he  must  express  his  astonishment  at  those 
eotlemen  who  had  threatened  the  House  with 
le  previous  question,  when  thev  themselves  ad* 
litted  the  vast  importance  of  the  subject  under 
iscussioo.  Tacitus  informs  us  that  even  the 
?mi-barbarian  Germans,  when  war  was  to  be  de- 
ided  on,  took  two  several  occasions  to  debate 
pon  it — one,  when  they  were  in  the  full  posses- 
on  of  their  natural  faculties ;  and,  second;  when 
iey  were  excited  by  extravagant  circumstances, 
nt  in  these  enlightened  days  it  seems  that  we 
-e  to  decide  this  all-important  question  without 
?bate!    He  begged  gentlemen  to  divest  them- 


selves of  passion.  It  was  not  a  time  to  bow  to 
the  influence  of  iinproper  feelings.  They  ought 
calmly  and  coolly  meet  the  subject.  They  were 
to  decide  upon  a  question  which  was  of  no  roo* 
mentary  nature.  If  they  did  go  to  war,  it  would 
be  a  lasting  war ;  and  he  a^eed  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Troup,)  that  if  war- 
speeches  Were  necessary  to  bring  the  House  to 
the  sticking  point,. it  was  much  too  soon  to  begin 
war. 

He  proposed  to  consider  these  resolutions  as  a 
measure  of  hostility,  accprdiog  to  the  vieWs  oi" 
its  advocates,  and  then  as  a  measure  of  defensive 
prepatatfons,  agreeable  to  the  spirit  of  Executive  ^ 
recommendation,  which  was  favorable  to  peace.  ^ 
What  were  the  objects  of  the  war?  To  estab- 
lish our  neutral  rights,  to  exempt  our  seamen 
from  impre5sment,  the  repeat  of  the  Orders  in 
.Council,  and  of  the  blockades,  and  the  security 
of  the  American  flag.  What  would  be  the  effects 
of  war,  the  tocsin  of  which  was  for  the  first  time 
sounded  through  the  landl  Our  country  had 
been  blessed  by  Providence  with  more  than  thirty 
years  of  peace  and  plenty.    The  habits  of  the 

Seople  were  pacific    The  trifling  hostilities  with 
Sngland  were  of  no  consequence.    But  now  the 
yeomanry  of  the  country  were  to  be  called  tO' 
arms  as  if  our  own  territory  were  to  be  invaded. 
He  sympathised  with  the  sufferings  of  his  im- 
pressed   and    incarcerated    fellow-citizens;   but 
would  a  territorial  war  exempt  them  from  im- 
pressment? Would  it  establish  our  neutral rig[ht8? 
Certainly  not.    The  way  to  enforce  these  rights" 
was  by  a  great  maritime  force,  which  the  nation 
were  incompetent  to  raise  and  support. 
"^   But  the  advocates  of  immediate  war  said  that . 
if.  they  could  not  obtain  their  objects  by  direct 
hostility  on  the  ocean,  they  could  do  it  bv  a  tuc' 
cedaneum — by  the  exercise  of  the  lex  iaiionia  in 
an  indirect  way-  •  After  issuing  letters  of  marque, 
they  woald  resort  to  the  invasion  of  the  enemies', 
territorial  provinces.     He  contended  that  this 
would  be  inefficacious,  and  maintained  that  to 
convert  our  merchants  into  privateers  would  be 
to  turn  them  loose  upon  the  seas  as  highway  rob- 
bers.   They  would  not  be  oompeteiu  to  carry  on  . 
a  war  in  this  way.    They  would  have  abandoned 
their  peaceful  pursuits;  they  would  accept  a  fra- 
ternal embrace  of  French  subjects;  fiffht  side  by 
side  with  them,  and  submit  themselves  to  the 
will  of  the  French  Emperor.    However  scrupu- 
lous gentlemen  might  now  be,  when  the  hour  of 
danger  came  they  would  accept  the  alHance  of 
France.    The  national  interests  would  be  identi- 
fied with  tho^e  of  the  European  continent.    We 
should  adopt  the  continental  system,  in  which 
our  liberties  and  independence  would  be  jeopar- 
dized. 

He  deprecated  the  invasion  of  Canada  as  an 
act  of  foreign  conquesL  We  eould  not  suppose 
that  Great  Britain  would  slumber  over  our  occu- 
pation of  it,  and  where  should  we  find  a  station- 
ery force  able  to  keep  possession  of  it  as  a  con- 
quered province  ?  Admit  it  fts  a  sister  into  tbe 
Union,  we  dare  not  abandon  it  at  the  peace,  and 
therefore  we  could  Hot  give  it  back  for  the  restor- 
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atioD  of  our  maritime  rights.  But  suppose  that 
Great  Britain  should  be  brought  to  her  knees, 
(and  this  was  all  the  most  valiuit  of  us  would 
askj  what  have  we  to  expect,  if  the  power  and 
the  commerce  of  England  should  be  thrown  into 
the  arms  of  France,  from  ilie  hish,  the  mighty, 
the  imperial  Napoleon  ?  Would  he  respect  us 
more  than  England  would?  They  both  follow 
their  own  interests,  as  we  ought  to  follow  ours. 
What  would  be  the  eJSect  of  this  war  upon  our- 
selves? 

He  feared  a  war,  not  from  a  pjaerile  fear  of  its 
expenses  or  of  death,  but  from  a  manly  dread  of 
the  consequences  of  this  war,  which  must  last  as 
long  as  Enghind  had  a  ship  at  sea^  or  a  man  to 
inan  it.  It  must  link  us  to  the  destinies  of  conti- 
nental Europe ;  it  would  place  us  under  complete 
foreign  influence  and  foreign  dominion;  it  would 
change  our  political  institutions.  The  sages  who 
framed  the  Constitution,  and  illumined  it  by 
their  commentaries,  bad  predicted  that  it  would 
not  suit  to  stand  the  shock  of  war.  The  Repub- 
lic would  be  ruined  by  war.  We  do  not  want 
courage.  The  Revolution  had  shown  proofs  of 
the  greatest  valor  ever  exhibited  by  huoian  na- 
ture. But  few  circumstJinees  besides  invasion 
would  justify  war.  It  would  strengthen  the  Ex- 
ecutive arm  at  the  expepse  of  the  Legislature. 
The  Chief  Magistrate  would  have  to  carry  on 
the  war.  He  would,  Uf)on  the  plea  of  necessity, 
change  our  appropriations  from  one  object  to 
another.  Th^  Constitution  would  be  sapped. 
The  legislative  power  would  be  destroyed.  He 
cared  not  for  the  prices  of  cotton  and  tobacco  as 
compared  with  the  Constitution.  War  would 
introduce  a  slavish  subordination  among  the  peo- 
ple. They  would  lose  their  republican  simpli^ 
city,  and  their  republican  independence.  They 
would  neglect  their  homespun  for  the  military 
plume  and  the  gilded  epaulette.  Their  morals 
would  become  depraved.  Love  of  idleness,  ex- 
tr&vagance,  and  neglect  of  the  dull  pursuits  of 
common  life,  would  take  place*  The  desire  would 
again  prevail  of  acquiring  large  fortunes  by  aid 
of  invasion,  at  the  expense  of  the  war-worn  sol- 
dier whose  fruits  would  be  taken  away  for  a 
mere  song,  as  they  had  been  at  the  close  of  the 
Revolution.  Cupidity  would  be  introduced,  and 
pervade  the  public  mind. 

I  have  made  these  remarks,  Mr.  Speaker,  to 
repel  the  declarations  of  gentlemeuj  thut  to  vote 
for  this  resolution  would  pledge  me  to  embark  in 
war.  If  war  is  necessary.  I  will  not  shrink  from 
it,  big  as  it  is  with  calamity  and  ruin.  It  will  be 
the  duty  of  Government  to  obviate  soine  of  its 
evils. 

I  am  in  hopes,  too,  sir,  that  I  have  been  so  for- 
tunate as  to  check  the  intemperance  of  the  youth 
of  my  country.  They  will  excuse  me.  I  trust 
we  may  not  be  led  away  by  the  ardor  of  youth 
or  of  old  age.  I  shall  vote  lot  the  increase  of  the 
regular  force,  to  go  hand  in  hand  with  my  friends, 
even  in  a  war,  if  necessary  and  just.  I  have  npt 
made  this  speech  to  prove  that  I  am  against  war. 

Mr.  FiNDLEY  said  he  had  frequently  observed 
members,  after  a  question  had  undergone  a  very 


tedious  discussion,  say  that  if  the  yeas  and  Diy& 
had  not  been  called  they  Would  not  have  spoke:! 
on  the  question,  but  these  having  been  calld 
they  must  assign  the  reasons  for  their  votes.  He 
did  hot  approve  of  that  principle,  because  if  i: 
was  to  be  reduced  to  practice  every  member 
would  speak  to  every  such  question,  and  there 
would  be  no  end  of  the  debate.  Howerer,  on 
this  question,  though  he  thought  it  had  beeo  suf- 
ficiently discussed,  yet  he  deemed  it  proper  d 
express  a  few  thoughts,  not  so  much  to  give  \\a 
reasons  for  the  vote  he  designed  to  give,  asiw 
explain  the  principles  on  "which  he  desigDcdt) 
give  his  vote.  He  designed  to  vote  for  the  ref> 
lution  before  the  House,  but  not  surely  for  ib( 
same  reasons  or  with  the  same  determined  viefs 
that  some  honorable  members  have  expre:^>ed. 
He  would  not  dwell  on  the  tyrannies  aod  robber- 
ies of  either  the  more  ancient  or  tnodera  despc^s 
or  Governments  of  the  old  world,  bat  coofisi 
himself  to  such  as  had  a  direct  relation  to  ue 
question  depending  before  the  House. 

That  the  aggressions  and  bad  faith  of  tU 
British  Government,  and  the  recommeDdaiioG} 
of  the  Executive,  were  the  foundation  of  \it 
resolutions  before  the  House  was  admitted  bjrili 
that  have  spoken  on  the  question.  la  order  i& 
be  understood  he;  would  take  a  concise  retrosp>ect 
of  our  relations  with  Britain  since  nearly  the 
commencement  of  the  present  Grovernmeai  of  the 
United  States. 

During  the  First  Congress  an  Indian  war  wl' 
comnEienced  on  our  western  frontier,  and  coodQCi- 
ed  as  usual  with  savage  ferocity;  but,  belieriBi 
that  it  only  resulted  from  the  combination  oft 
few  tribes,  our  defensive  measures  at  first  weit 
weak,  and  our  first  attempts  unfortunate.  Bir 
it  soon  became  such  a  tedious  and  expeosirewar 
as  to  require  for  several  years  the  exertion  cf  ail 
our  resourced.  It  had  at  last  a  fortunate  ccd- 
elusion;  bnt  during  its  progress  our  GroverDmenr 
and  the  citizens  were  fully  convinced  that  ihe 
Indians  were  encouraged  and  supported  by  ilie 
British  Government.    . 

We  all  knew  that  for  several  years  past  In- 
dian councils  have  been  convened  by  Brii».^:i 
agents,  who  influenced  them  by  presents  aaJ 
employed  them  as  emissaries  to  excite  the  peace- 
able Indians  in  our  own  territories  lo  go  lo  war 
against  our  new  and  dispersed  settlements.  It 
would  be  infidelity  to  doubt  the  truth  of  the  Indiaos 
having  received  their  arms,  dbc,  from  Brinsa 
agents,  and  though  these  British  allies  hare  get 
a  check  in  the  late  engagement,  yet  it  also  has 
cost  us  d.ear.  We  have  no  ground  to  cooclud^; 
that  the  danger  is  over;  revenge  is  the  predomi- 
nant passion  of  savages,  and  though  we  tiare  not 
such  unequivocal  |)roofs  of  the  British  io  to^ 
present  instance  exciting  the  Indians  to  waraoa 
supplying  them  for  that  purpose,  as  we  had  m 
1793,  when  President  Washingtoh  received  a 
copy  of  Lord  Dorchester's  speech  to  the  Indiaa 
tribes  encouraging  them  to  war  against  our  set- 
tlements, and  promising  them  a  co-operaiioa  of 
the  British  force — the  copy  of  which  gracious 
speech  several  members  yet  in  Congress  saw  at 
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ibsi  time  and  ereiy  member  has-  heard  of  it — 
hroogh  a  kiod  Proridenee  that  co-operation  was 
irereated  by  the  defeat  of  the  British  atmies  fn 
Sarope.  Tnoui^h  we  have  not  at  prevent  siteh 
»xp]icit  proofs  that  the  fndians.at  present  are 
ictiog  as  British  allies,  yet  we  have  as  miteh 
)n>of  as  the  oatore  of  th^  case  can  afford,  and  it 
roald  be  verf  unwise  if  we  did  not  act  accord- 

From  the  above  view  of  the  sabjeet,  if  we  had 
10  other  canse,  I  deduce  the  expediency  6f  ia- 
msiag  ottr  regular  force  agreeable  to  the  re- 
ommeodation  of  the  President  and  of  our  com* 
DUtee.  I  think  more  has  been  said  about  taking 
^oada  than  was  necessary.  It  is  true^  that  dor- 
0^  the  same  Indian  war  it  was  tfare  opinion  of 
lar  most  sage  politieianB  that  we  never  could  be 
ceure  agaiosUlndian-  war  till  we  had  possesion 
if  Caoada,  and  by  that  means  have  it  in  our 
rawer  to  cut  off  the  communioation  between 
breigo  nations  and  the  Indians  on  our  frontier^ 
ind  ID  oar  own  territory.  They  said  tbat  neither 
iDr  revenue,  our  credit  or  population  would  at 
hat  time  justify  the  attempt;  but  that^we  were 
apidljF  iocreasing  in  |)opulation  and  all  other 
esoarces  while  the  nations  of  Europe  are  wast- 
Bg  their  own  strength,  but  the  time  wis  fast  ap- 
iroacbiog  when. we  must  repel  national  insults 
»r  siirrender  our  independence.  This  was  said 
•rticalarly  with  respect  to  the  impressment  of 
'or  seamen.  At  the  commencement  of  this  out- 
Kge^  never  committed  by  any  other  nation  but 
Iritain,  the  public  mind  was  very  sensibly  affect- 
d  by  it,  but  time  and  the  frequent  repetition  of 
be  injury  seems  to  have  rendered  the  public 
eeliogs  callous.  This  put  him  in  mind  of  what 
e  had  sometimes  observed,  that  when  the  sav- 
ges  scalped  a  few  families  on  the  frontier,  the 
rbole  country  was  terribly  alarmed,  but  that 
fier  the  savage  butchery  had  coi^inoed  and  ex* 
ended  itself  for  some  time,  the  sensibility  seemed 
)  abate.  This  had  been  evidently  the  effect  of 
^e  continued  impressment  of  our  seamen. 

Mr.  F.  said  he  did  not  vole  for  a  respectable 
lerease  of  our  regular  force  with  a  settled  de- 
^rmination  of  going  to  war.  His  fixed  view  was 
)  prevent  war,'the  best  means  for  dohig  which, 
•  wa«  generally  admitted,  was  to  be  prepared  for 
: ;  this  was  the  most  effectual  means  of  deterring 
ther  nations  from  forcing  it  on  us.  or  doing  us 
nprovoked  injury.  This  was  not  the  first  occa* 
DO  that  he  had  heard  threats  of  taking  Canada 
lilted  of  on  that  floor,  he  thought  improperly. 
i^e  were  now  called  to-  make  provision  for  suelr 

force  as  would  enable  the  Executive  to  pre- 
irve  the  peace  of  the  country ;  whether  it  would 
Kome  expedient  to  defend  the  country  bjr  of-* 
^nsive  operations,  was  not  the  present  question  : 
'bat  was  now  proposed,  was  to  provide  sufficient 
leans  of  defence.  Whether  it  became  expedi- 
3t  to  conduct  that  defence  by  offeiteive  opera- 
ons,  was  a  question  to  be  decided  after  the 
leans  were  provided;  it  was  bis  opinion  that 
lis  provision  was  too  long  delayed. 

If  it  is  an  advantage  to  a  nation  to  have  justi- 
able  causes  of  war,  the  United  States  have  pos- 


seesed  that  advantage  ever  since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  Ctovernmeat,  and  even  before 
that  period.*  These  causes  with  Britain  have 
been  sometimes  relaxed,  and  sometimes  changed 
their  forms,  but  seem  now  to  have  come  to  a 
crisis.  The  impressment  of  our  seamen,  admit* 
ted  by  ail  to  be  a  justifiable  cause  of  war,  ha» 
never  been  relinquished;-  but  numerous  other 
causes  have  now  been  -added.  Consulting  what 
we  thought  expedient,  we  have  borne  a  testimony 
against  these  injuries  by  every  practicable  re^ 
striction,  short  of  hostility:  in  doing  this,  we 
consulted  our  own  resources.  Since  these  causes 
of  war  commenced,  our  population,  our  revenue, 
our  credit,  and  other  resources,  haive  greatly  in- 
creased. The  question  now  is,  whether  they  are 
so  much  increased^  as  to  render  it  expedient  to* 
provide  for  our*  own  defence  by  offensive  op^^ 
erations,  if  necessary.  His  own  opinion  was, 
that  we  were  in  that  situation  that  it  was  our 
duty  to  make  such  provi:«ioa  as  would  have  a 
tendency  to  prevent  war;  or,  if  war  was  neces- 
sary, would  msure  success;  and  on  these  princi-- 
pies  he  would  vote  for  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Roberts  observed  he  should  offer  no  apo- 
logy for  rising  so  late  in  this  discussion,  as  the 
short  time  for  which  he  was  about  to  ask  atten- 
tion would*  not  justify  it.  The  eloq4ience  and 
talents  which  had  been  so  abundantly  exhibited- 
ott  this  occasion,  would  not  admit  of  more  than  a 
concise  expression  of  bis  opinion,  without  sub- 
jeeting  him  Justly,  to  the  charge  of  presumption. 
When  the  report  now  under  consideration  came 
first  before  the  House,  f  was,  said  he,  of  the  num- 
ber of  those  who  were  disposed  to  decide  upon  it 
without  debate.  I  have  frequently  been  in  the 
miaojrity  on  the  question  of  adjournment,  from  a 
wish  to  reach  the  question  on  the  resolutions. 
Under  these  impressions  1  confess  I  viewed  the 
challenge,  or  rather  the  invitation^iven  by  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Gtrundy,)  ^  to 
debate  this  subject  now,  if  it  was  to  be  debated 
at  all,"  more  as  the  impulse  of  an  ingenuous  mind, 
preferring,  on  all  occasions,  an  open  course,  than 
the  dictates  of  prudeneti  or  necessity.  Nor  was 
it  till  after  the  gentleman  from^North  Carolina 
(Mr.  Macon)  hiul  invited  and  urged  discussion, 
that  I  became  disposed  to  join  in  opinion  with 
them,  the  cormtness  of  which  the  debate  of  this 
day  has  very  much  strengthened. 

hy  the  adoption  of  this  report,  we  are  entering 
on  a  system  of  operations  of  the  utmost  national 
moment ;  the  effects  of  which  the  wi&est  amongst 
us  cannot  fully  foresee,  and  on  which  we  have 
no  choice  but  to  act.  The  discussion  has  alreaily 
elicited  opinions,  which  it  is  well  to  know  exist ;. 
and  the  more  so,  since  some  of  them  admit  the 
holders  to  vote  for  the  report,  while  they  allow 
them  to  be  adverse  to  the  measures  which  are  ne- 
cessarily to  follow  it.  A  little  time  may  be  well 
spent  in  comparing  sentiments  in  this  stage  of  the 
business,  as  it  may  be  conducive  to  celerity  of 

*  The  British  retpdning  the  western  posts,  and  the 
Spaniards  retaining  part  of  our  territory,  were  justifia- 
ble causes  of  war. 
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movement  in  the  sequel,  and.  gire  more  certain 
effect  to  the  tneasurea  which  must  uhimaiely  be 
followed. 

Every  political  community  must,  of  necessity) 
possess  rights,  which  it  may  enjoy  independently 
of,  and  in  common  with,  every  other.  One  of 
those  rights  is  aii  uncontrolled  jurisdiction  over 
its  own  territory.  It  has  long  ago  been  found 
necessary  for  nations  to  settle  by  convention  on 
the  great  scale  where  the  limits  of  territory  shall 
cease,  and  where  the  high  seas  shall  commence. 
This  convention,  or  law,  has  determined  that  the 
ships  of  neutrals  shall  be  a  part  of  the  national 
territory ;  so  long  as  they  are  careful  to  preserre 
a  pacific  character.  Throuig[h  the  intervention 
of  vessels  navigating  the  high  seas;^  nations  in 
amity  are  enabled  to  overcome  the  want  of  prox- 
imity, and  all  the  purposes  of  trade  and  commer- 
cial intercourse  may  thereby  be  extended*  as  well 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  remotest  corners  of  the 
earth,  as  to  those  only  divided  by  a  geometrical 
line.  An  attempt  to  interrupt  this  intercourse 
by  a  third  nation,  is  so  serious  an  act  of  hostility 
and  wrong,  as  not  only  always  tajustify,^^but  to 
demand,  resistance.  The  gentleman  from  Vir* 
ginia  (Mr.  Ranuolph)  has  said,  the  Ghivernment 
would  notj  on  a  former  occasion,  go  to  war,  when 
their  trade,  which  eonsiated  in  carrying  the  pro- 
duce of  one  foreign  country  to  another,  was  an>- 
noyed  and  cut  up;  and  why  not,  he  says,  be  pa- 
cific now,  as  well  as  then  7  While  1  agree  that 
ctur  national  rights  extend  to  both  alike,  adroit- 
ting,  however,  everv  Government  to  make  her 
own  municipal  regulations,  1  must  be  allowed  to 
consider  our  direct  export  and  import  trade  much 
better  worth  contending  foe,  than  what  has  been 
denominated  our  carrying  trade.  The  cultivators 
and  owners  of  the  soil  have  nev^r  sliowa  any 
diaposition  to  fight  for  the  latter  trader  ai^d  for  a 
very  plain  and.  consistent  reason^  War  is  sure  to 
bring  on  its  train  of  eviU  and  expense ;  and  where 
it  is  obvious  ^hat  these  will  amount  to  more  tban 
the  loss  of  the  exercise  of  a  right  in  its  nature  of 
but  transitory  use  and  minor  interest,  a  liree  peo- 
ple may  with  propriety  refuse  lo  hazard  them  for 
its  support.  It  is  not  for  such  a  people  to  war  for 
a  speculative  right  or  an  empty  name.  The  eav- 
rying  trade,  it  must  be  owned,  was  profitable  in 
exercise,  but  it  was  a  profit  that  could  be  ^iven 
up,  without  vital  prejudice  to  the  national  inter- 
ests. Not  50  with  our  fair  export  trader  To  yield 
this,  would  be  absolute  recolonization.  It  roust 
-not  only  affect  us,  in  tlie  great  resources  of  na- 
tional strength;  but  it  must  break  the  spirit  of 
our  citizens,  and  make  them  infidels  in  the  princi- 
ple of, self-government.  It  would,  at  the  saide 
time,  add  means  and  facilities  to  the  aggressing 
nation  to  multiply  her  outrages.  Give  up  the  ex- 
port trade  to  Great  Britain,  and  you  will  next  be 
required  to  give  up  the  coasting  trade,  and  to  ad- 
roit her  navigation  act  to  as  complete  operation  in 
our  bays  and  harbors,  as  it  now  has  round  the 
limited  shores  of  the  British  isles.  The  spirit  of 
oommercial  monopoly  she  has  so  pertinaciously 
maniliestedy  proves  that  her  ambition  craves  more 
than  her  mean&  can  aspire  tOt    The  wrongs  she 


has  long  been  and  still  is  committiDg  towv& 
these  Slates,  have  assumed  a  cbaiacter,  that  im- 
periously  caHs  for  a  resistance,  mtde  4)y  lU  fn 
the  benefit  of  all. 

In  the  alternative  offered  in  the  non-importa- 
tion acts  for  tne  restoration  of  friendly  rBtercoune 
with  Great  Britain  and .  France,  they  hive  obIt 
been  required,  "to  cease  to  violaie  o«ir  aeatnl 
rights" — thev  are  not  required,  as  a  preltraiDirf  lo 
amicable  relations,  to  make  indemnity  for  put 
spoliations.  This  offer,  moderate  to  faultiflcss, 
Bntam  avoids  accepting,  and.  %x  the  same  time  for- 
feits her  plighted  faith  to  the  United  States  to  keep 
pace  with  Praaee  in  relaxing  her  aggressioDs.  on 
a  miserable. equivocation.  After  so  patieot  a  for- 
beanrance ;  after  so  many,  and  so  mat  sacrifices, 
made  to  avoid  a  resort  to  war ;  when  modeniiai 
has  uhiformrly  invited  injury ;  when  an  hestility, 
as  inveterate,  as  constant  and  long  cfntinuiDg.cu 
leave  little  Ivope  of  a  change  of  temper  on  the  pin 
of  the  British  Government,  it  is  surely  lime  to 
prepare  to  make  a  stronger  appeal  to  her  interests. 

The  report  iuelf,and  the  discussion  arising  oo: 
of  it,  presents  different  considerations  to  the  mio^- 
The  Executive  Message  has  delineated  the  pos- 
ture of  our  afiairs  with  Britain,  and  has  marked  oat 
a  course  of  policy  adapted  to. them  with  iDuch 
clearness.  From  the  mutual  explanations  of  tk 
members  of  the  Committee  oa  Foreign  Relatioas, 
it  appears  that  it  became  a  question,  whether tbeir 
report  should  conform « to  the  Message,  or  takei 
more  advance  J  pobition.  It  has  been  made,  hov- 
ever,  very  much  in  conformity  with  it,aD<i  ibe 
meinbers  of  the  committee  have  mostly  given 
their  opinions  on  ulterior  measures  with  eqati 
candor  and  ability.  With  the  ffentleman  frodi 
Virginia,  who  spoke  last,  (Mr.  Neli80N,)  I  in 
ready  to  vote  fpr  the  report ;  but  by  this  vote  I  do 
not  pledge  myself,  further  than  to  act  as  future 
exigence  mav  justify.  An  attentive  perosal  of 
the  Message  ba^  impressed  my  mind  with  acos- 
viction  that  it  is  the  result  of  much  and  wise  delib* 
eration.  It  is  strongly  marked  wi th  a  correct  a&d 
intimate  knowledge  of  this  subject.  The  Coosti* 
tfitioo  has  assigned  itas  a  duty  to  tke  EzecotiTeto 
superintend  the  external  concerns*  of  the  Unioo- 
I  deem  it  particularly  fortunate  that  that  officer. 
from  a  long  concern  in  the  GovernmeDt,  is  veil 
read  in  the  history  of  our  ^disputea  with  Gra^ 
Britain.  A  communication  of  his  opiaioo,  Id  the 
highly  responsible  shape  it  has  come  before  tkis 
House,  justly  claims,  for  it  great  and  high  regafii' 

'*By  beioff  ready^"  says  the  Message;  ''to owe; 
with  cordiality,  saitsfactory  proofs  of  a  chatigeoi 
temper  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  and  \xi^ 
mean  time  to  adapt  our  measures  to  the  rievs 
wbicli  have  been  disclosed  through  their  Mioi^ 
ler,''  we  shall  "  best  consult  our  wnde  duif"  1^ 
pursuance  of  these  suggestions,  the  report  tppears 
to  have  been  made.  While  we  are  serious!)' P^ 
iMihnff  to  meet  the  worst,  in  the  true  spirit  of  > 
Republican  people,  we  shall  hold  ourselves  reaof 
by  this  course  to  accept  an  honorable  sod  sale 
accommodatioti  of  differences  to  the  last  momea^ 
If  that  accommodation  does  not  take  place  befoie 
the  time  preparations  are  made  for  an  appeii  (^ 
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arms,  (of  which.  I  confess,  I  have  but  little  hopes,) 
1  shall  decide  tor  war,  as  Promptly  as  any  ooe, 
and  place  9ty  foot  as  far  as  he  who  goes  farihest ; 
but  that  vote  shall  not  be|;i  veil  to  subserve  any  local 
Of  partial  interests.  Our  people  have  heretofore 
beeo  j^eDerally  employed  in  growing  the  necessa* 
riesaod  raw  materials  for  the  comforts  of  life,  And 
ezchaogiog  them  for  the  elegances,  luxuries,  and 
wealth  of  ot  her  nations.  In  the  advantages  (hence 
arisiog,  every  portion  of  the  community  have  hap- 
pily participated.  The  inhabitants  of  the  more 
rigorous  climates  of  the  East  and  North  have  been 
the  merchants  and  navigators  for  those  qf  the 
milder  regions  of  the  Sooth  and  West.  This 
course  of  thtoga,  after  having  been  for  a  while 
strongly  impelled,  by  the  war  growing  out  of  the 
French  Revolution,  has  now^woome  impeded,  bv 
obstrueiiona  derived  from  the  same  source.  A 
change  of  attitude  with  this  change  of  things  is 
called  for,  and  his  call  is  made  under  circum* 
staocas  that  presents  no  alternative  but  a  vigorous 
preparation  for  ra8i8taace,or,aahas  been  frequently 
observed  during  this  debate,  "  uuconditloual  buIh 
mission." 

Far  be  it  from  me,  to  wish  to  appear  to  view 
the  evils  of  war  lightly — 1  am  uot^  nowever,  for 
eoDJuriog  up  pictures  of  thtm^  however  grtfaty  to 
deter  me  from  my  duty.  Even  a  free  people,  whose 
every  habit  ana  feeling  incline  them  to  peace, 
must  riometimes  meet  war ;  atod  when  the  unhappy 
necessity  occurs,  they  should  be  prepared  to  mreet 
it  with  an  unshaken  countenance*  That  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  will  so  meet  it,  I  feel  the 
fullest  assurance.  Neither  a  wish  to  aroid  ex- 
pense nor  the  just  fear  of  physical  and  moral  in- 
jury can  possibly  induce  them  to  sarrendcr  or  dis- 
sipate the  rich  inheritance  they  posses^  purchased 
with  the  blood  of  their  Aithers. 

I  cannot  view  the  British  possessions,  which  in 
ease  of  a  war  are  more  particularly  presented  to 
our  attack,  as  necessurily  calculated  to  produce 
the  consequences  some  gentlemen  ainticipace.  If 
a  war  should  take  place,  the  enemy's  comineree 
will  call  into  exercise  the  enterprise  aod  intre^" 
pidity  ofoUr  citizens;  Dot«as  has  beeo  said,  in  the 
character  of  pirates,  lawless  depredators  and  buc- 
caneers ;  but  as  men  engaged  id  justifiable  repri- 
sal and.  open  warfare.  In  such  a  state  of  things, 
there  will  be  tio  stroiwer  motive  to  bur  citicenis  to 
combat  hj  the  side  orNapoleon's  warriors  than  a  | 
present ;  if  they  choose  to  expatria^  themselves, 
has  the  Qorernment  power  to  prevent  it  ?  I  be- 
lieve not.  Congress  will  hardly  add  legal  facili- 
ties to  such  a  warfare — such  /ears  can  have  no 
foandation. 

The  British  Colonies  on  this  Continent,  in  a 
war  between  this  country  and  her,  must  also  be- 
come an  object  of  attack  to  us.  No  gentleman 
has  expressed  a  doubt  of  our  ability  to  make  a 
conquest  of  them— but  they  presage  evils  to  arise 
oot  of  the  conquest.  Our  territory,  say  they, 
already  too  large,  by*  such  a  measure  mnst  be 
greatly  increased,  and  the  integrality  of  this  Union 
endangered,  if  not  destroyed.  If  our  country  shall 
be  drawo  to  the  conquest  of  those  territories,  the 
disposition  of  them  is  not  a  question  to  be  settled 


now ;  that  most  follow  the  acquisition.  But  if  it 
were  to  be  settled  now,  I  do  not  think  it  very  em- 
barrassing. '  If  by  annexing  them  to  the  Union,  it 
should  be  feared  that  the  Federal  Government 
could,  not  embrace  it,  let  them  becon^e  an  inde- 
pendent and  self-governed  nation,  with  whom  our 
amicable  relations  would  be  cemented  by  ties  of 
gratitude  on  their  part  \  it  woi|ld  surely  be  better 
than  to  have  them  j^overned  by  the  slaves  of  an 
inimical  and  rival  rower,  and  kept  as  a  recepta* 
cle  for  spendthrifts  and  outlaws.  The  importaace 
of  these  colonies  to  Grreat  Britain  has  been  ques- 
tioned ;  but  there  is  nothing  clearer,  than  thai  they 
are  becoming  every  dajr  of  more  importance  to 
the  mother  country ;  their  consequence  is  increas- 
ing in  the  ratio,  that  that  of  her  sugar  colonies  is 
decreasing. 

I  cannot  with  some  gentlemen  doubt  the  suffi- 
ciency of  this  Qoveroment  to  conduct, a  war. 
However  congenial  a  state  of  peace  may  be  to  a 
Republic,  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
must  have  been  fVamed  with  a  view  to  war  as 
well  as  peaco.  The  meoabers  of  the  grand  con- 
vention had  almost  all  been  active  cbaritcters  in 
the  Revolutionary  war.  On  tho  subject  of  war 
they  were  .cert^ainly  more  than  mere  theorists. 
Honest  apprehensions  have,  too,  been, entertained 
in  times  back  of  the  Government  being  too  strong ; 
I  think,  however,  that  we  may  look  with  well 
grounded  confidence  for  complete  sufficiency  in  it ; 
without  being  alarmed  at  the  reverae  of  the  pic- 
ture. •  While  the  power  of  declaring  war  is  vest* 
ed  in  Congress;  while  levies  and  supplies  are 
within  its  control ;  while  a  check  on  the  appoint- 
ing powers  ie  yes^ed  in  tbe  Senate,  apd  a  periodi- 
cal-termination of  the  President's  office  exists; 
the  Elxecutive .  arm,  though  sufficiently  untram- 
melled for  necessary  aod  useful  commaiid,  is  efiec- 
tUally  paralyzed  as  to  the  exercise  of  power  to  af- 
fect or  change  the  free  features  of  the  GoveriH 
menty  unless  indeed  the  representation  should  be- 
.  come  utterly  corrupt,  an  event  no  one  can  believe 
possible.  1  feel  much  satisfaction  at  this  moment 
in  seeing  a  man  at  the  head  of  the  Government 
who  had  a  conspicuous  concern  in  framing  the 
Constitution, and  whose  official  duties  have  since 
closely  connected  him  with  the  aoministration  of 
Goreroment  under  it.  In  the  Message  out  of 
which  the  report  before  you  has  sprung,  not  the 
slightest  doubt  is  discoverable  of  the  efficiei^cy  of 
our  iqstitutions  to  sustain  us  under  every  exigency 
(hat  may  overtake  us.  My  own  reflections  on 
this  subject  (and  they  have  neither  been  light  nor 
transitory),  have  neither  served  to  alarm,  or  in- 
timidate. I  repose  in  safety  on  the  saving  max- 
im, *  never  to  despair  of  the  Republic." 

Mr.  McKee.— Mr.  Speaker,  I  rise  to  address 
the  House  at  this  late  hour  of  the  debate,  with 
reluctance;  but  the  importance  of  the  question 
must,  be  my  apology. 

Some  geotlemen,  in  felicitating  themselves  on 
account  of  the  temper  of  the  House,  evidenced 
by  the  determination  to  adopt  vigorous  measures 
against  England,  have  expressed  a  regret  that 
measures  ota  similar  character  .had  not  beea  re- 
sorted to  long  since. 
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In  this  sentiment  I  cannot  agree.  In  revii^wing 
past  times,  we  eaonoc  bjit  perceive,  that  it  has 
been  the  desire  of  the  Gorernment  to  avoid  being 
involved  in  the  war  with  which  Europe  has  been 
so  lonff  desolated,  and  by^  dealing  oat  justice  to 
the  bell igerentSj  respectively,  with  an  impartial 
hand,  to  preserve  our  neutrality,  permitting  o«r 
citizens  peacefully  to  pursue  their  private  avoca- 
tionS)  reaping  the  rich  harvest  arising  from  our 
neutral  commerce. 

This  was  cerx^ia\y  a  wise  policy,  and  the  dis- 
tinguished success  with  which  it  was  attended  is 
a  clear  evidence  of  its  wisdom  and  propriety. 
Why,  then,  should  it  be  condemned  1  Have  any 
people  ever  acquired  individual  wealth  with  so 
much  rapidity ;  or  have  any  beeu  mor^  happy  in 
the  enjoyment  of  domestic  tranquillity,  than  the 
peonle  of  the  United  States  ?  None.  The  wish 
of  the  late  and  ihe  present  Administrations,  was 
to  continue  this  state  of  happy  prosperity  as  long 
as  it  was  practicable,  by  making  acts  of  wrong 
and  vexation  of  a  minor  sort,  growing  out  of  the 
Yiolence  of  the  times,  the  subject  of  negotiation, 
rather  than  a  cause  of  war.  And,  is  this  course 
of  policy  now  to  be  condemned,  and  regrets  en- 
tered up  that  we  have  not  been  at  war  years  ago? 

At  the  opening  of  the  session  of  Coni^ess,  in 
December,  1809,  after  the  disavowal  of  Brskine's 
arrangement,  when  our  relations  with  England 
assumed  a  more  unfavorable  aspect  than  at  the 
close  of  the  Summer  session,  the  Ooinmittee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  with  a  desire  to  preserve  our 
neutrality,  presented  to  the  House  a  measure  usu- 
ally termed  Macon's  bill,  No.  1 ;  a  measure  which 
it  is  now  known  was  approved  by  the  Adminis- 
tration, and  had  the  sanction  even  of  a  higher  au- 
thority, (if  such  there  be.)  This  measure  was 
calculated  in  its  operation  to  present  seriotrs  diffi- 
culties to  those  ^nations  by  whom  the  rights  of 
our  neutral  flag  were  disre^rded ;  and,  at  the 
same  time,  it  left  open  to  the  enterprise  of  our 
eiti^ens,  those  channels  of  trade,  not  included 
within  the  scope  of  the  orders  and  decree?  of  the 
belligerents,  as  they  then  stood  ;  a  commerce  as 
extensive  and  valuable  as  we  can  expect  to  enjoy- 
in  times  of  general  peace.  It  was,  however,  op- 
posed, and  successfully,  too,  by  war  speeches.  It 
lell,  and  by  its  fall  the  Administration  were  driven 
from  their  ground,  and  the  hopes  of  maintaining 
much  longer  the  neutrality  of  the  United  States 
-also  fell  with  it.  This  unfortunate  event  was 
succeeded  by  the  act  of  May,  1810.  By  this  act, 
the  belligerents  were  invited,  in  a  new  form,  to 
withdraw  their  orders  and  decrees ;  promising^  on 
our  part,  in  case  either  of  them  should  accept  the 
invitation  thus  given  to  both,  to  put  in  force  the 
non-importatfon  sections  of  the  non-intercourse 
law  against  the  party  persevering  in  their  orders 
or  decrees  for  three  months  after  their  adversary 
had  accepted  the  invitation  thus  given.  The  law 
of  May.  1810,  was  enacted  with  a  hope  that  the 
terras  thereby  offered  to  the  belHgerents,  respect- 
ively, would  induce  the  one  or  the  other  to  ac- 
cept them,  and  withdraw  their  orders  or  decrees. 


But,  in  the  meantime,  our  prosperity  isgoQ« ;  ^^^ 

resources  are  wasting ;  and  the  present  state  o| 

And  an  expectation  was  also  entertained,  that  if  things  is  sapping  the  foundations  of  our  political 
one  of  the  parties  could  be  induced  to  relinquish  1  institutions  by  the  demoralization  of  the  pcop^*- 


their  orders' or  decrees,  the  other  party  would fcA- 
low  the  example;  and,  if  this  just  Mpectatioa 
should  be  met  by  a  peryeverance  of  either  of  r)K 
parties  in  their  orders  or  decrees,  after  their  ad- 
versary had  accepted  the  invitation  thus  gim,  it 
wookt  test  the  sincerity  of  the  various  and  re- 
peated declarations  made  by  them,  rcspeciifely. 
that  ibeir  orders  and  decrees,  affeeting  oar  cm- 
meree,  were  reluctantly  issued  in  their  own  just 
defence. 

Those  also  who  preferred  war  to  the  presem- 
tion  of  our  neutrality,  and  by  whom  Mecgd's  bd: 
was  rejected,  woulii  be  relieved  from  the  embar- 
rassment of  going  to  war  with  two  of  the  motf 
powerful  nations  in  the  world,  or  of  selectiag 
which  of  the  two  ahouid  be  made  oar  enemy,  at  t 
time,  when  we  had  just  cause  of  war  against  both. 
The  fixed  and  determined  hostility  of  one  of  tte 
parties  toward  the  United  States,  would  be  (is 
It  certainly  now  is)  most  clearly  proved;  isi 
thereby  our  measures  of  hostility  rendered  ib« 
more  necessary,  ami  more  likely  to  receire  th« 
unanimous  approbation  of  the  American  people. 

My  opmion,  therefore,  is.  that  it  was  wise  la 
preserve  our  neutrality  as  long  as  possible,  mak- 
ing an  appeal  to  force  the  last  reluctant  resort, 
and,  inasmuch  aa  the  majority  df  Congress,  it 
1809,  resolved  to  change  the  peaceful  character  cf 
this  country,  the  intervening  period  has  been  em- 
ployed in  a  last  effort  to  avert  the  calamities  &f 
war  J  the  result  of  which  has  relieved  this  Got- 
ernmeni  from  any  liabilitv  to  the  charge  of  par- 
tiality to  either  of  the  belligerents,  by  compellifl,^ 
one  of  them,  by  their  own  act,  to  present  them- 
selves as  the  object  of  our  just  bosiility. 

In  the  pre«6nt  atate  of  our  relations  with  Eu- 
rope, it  aeems  to  me  the  question  which  we  are 
summoned  lo  decide,  is,  whether  we  shall  repeal 
the  non-impdrtatioa  law,  or  adhere  to  it  as  a  sys- 
tem4>f  resistance  to  the  Orders  in  Council;  or 
whether  we  shall  raise  the  force  contcraplaied  bf 
the  rasolutiona  on  your  table,  with  the  inleoiioQ 
of  using  It  when  raised  against  Great  Britain  ? 
If  we  repeal  the  non-importation  law,  in  parjti- 
ance  of  the  request,  or  rather  the  mandate  of  Hi> 
JBcitannic  Majesty's  Minister  and  Plenipoieniiarf 
to  the  United  States,  without  substituting  war  or 
some  equivalent  measiire  of  resistance  to  the  Or- 
ders in  Council,  we  shall  consecrate  the  monsiroos 
pretensions  of  the  British  Government  to  regaliK 
our  foreign  trade,  and  fashion  it  into  that  form 
which  best  suits  her  views  and  interest.  Socba 
course  wouid  be  unworthy  and  disgracefal.  aoi^ 
would  entitle  us  to  the  indignant  contempt  of  tU 
the  world,  and  cannot  be  pursued. 

An  adherence  to  the  noo-importation  law  as  & 
measure  of  resistance  to  the  Orders  in  Cooocd. 
appears  to  me  to  be  no  better.  How  long  shall 
we  live  at  this  poor  dying  rate,  before  this  non- 
importation law  will  effect  the  repeal  of  the  Or- 
ders in  Council?  Will  it  be  two  years  or  twenty 
years  ?    The  answer  is  in  the  bosom  of  futurity 
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I  canoOt  be  denied  tHat  a  boboty  is  ofTered  ,to 
he  people  to  violate  your  law ;  a  bounty  that  has 
leen  accepted  by  manv,  and  will  be  accepted  by 
lore ;  and  thus  the  Wicked  are  prosperous,  while 
le  good  man  turns  pale.  Their  prosperity  will 
ave  an  injurious  and  demoralizing  effect  on 
le  country,  tending  to  lessen  the  ideal  enormity 
r  the  violations  of  your  Iaw«  by  the  frequency 
nd  familiarity  of  such  acts,  and  the  conse- 
uent  prosperity  attendant  thereon;  morality  and 
atriotism,  wilt,  in  too  great  a  degree,  be  aban- 
oned  as  the  badges  of  poverty^  and  whenever 
he  morality  and  |)atrioti8m  of  your  people  is  lost 
1  any  degree,  so  in  proportion  wilt  your  political 
mitotioDs  be  rendered  insecure.  In  the  mean- 
ime  the  wishes,  the  views,  and  calculations  of 
oQr  adversary,  founded*  on  their  Orders  in  Coun"* 
il,  are  fulfilled. 

To  me,  therefore,  war  with  all  its  evils  i«  the 
)ieferable  course  calculated  to  produce  the  de« 
dred  end,  if  attainable  at  all,  with  more  celerity, 
)y  producing  a  stronger  appeal  to  the  interests  of 
be  British  Government  to  do  us  justice.  It  has 
)eeQ  staled  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who 
ipoke  last,  (Mr.  Nelson,)  that  he  is  willing  to 
comply  with  the  Executive  recotnmendation,  by 
rotJDg  tbe  men ;  but  he  seems  unwilling  to  vote 
br  the  employment  of  these  men  at  this  time. 

I  am  compelled  to  understand  the  Executive 
recofflmendation,  not  as  merely  confined  to  the 
raising  the  men,  but  to  extend  to  the  employmelot 
)f  the  men  when  raised,  for  offensive  purposes 
igaiast  the  British  possessions  in  North  America. 
Por  what  other  purpose  could  the  Executive  rec- 
ommend the  raising  of  men  ?  Could  it  be  to  de- 
fend the  country  from  invasion,  or  to  quell  insur* 
rectioQ  %  Certainly  not  ;^  for  no  invasion  or  insur- 
rectioQ  is  apprehended.  If,  therefore,  ^he  mere 
raising  the  force  will  be  a.  compliance  with  the 
Executive  recommendation,  as  the  gentleman 
seems  to  believe  it  will,  you  must  then  accuse 
the  Executive  of  wishing  to  increase  their  own 
patronage,  by  creating  a  useless  and  unnecessary 
*fniy  ia  time  of  peacej  and  thereby  coniuring 
down  on  themselves  the  united  cur&es  of  their 
own  friends.  The  uniform  opinion  of  the  Exec- 
'i^ive  in  the  Legislature,  as  well  as  in  the  Cabi- 
net, is  a  perfect  refutation  of  this  idea  j  yet  you 
^\isi  attach  this  erroneous  inconsisiencv  to  the 
Executive^  or  admit  that  his  recommendation  to 
false  the  force,  was  made  with  the  intention  of 
using  the  force  as  soon  as  raised,  in  offensive  war ; 
*°d  it  is  with  this. view  alone  that  we  can  be  jus- 
tified la  voting  for  tbe  resolutions  on  your  table. 
lodeed,  sir,  my  opinion  was,  and  still  is,  as  I  ex- 
pressed it  in  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
OQthis  subject,  to  wit:  that  the  better  mode  of 
proceeding  would  be,  first  to  lay  an  embargo  on 
*l|  the  ships  and  vessels  of  the  United  States  for 
*hmii€d  time,  as  a  measure  of  precaution,  as  well 
5^4  necessary  preliminary  to  tne  commenoement 
oi  hostilities,  and  as  an  exposition  of  our  inten- 
^lojs  to  this  nation  as  well  as  to'  others. 

As  my  remarks  in  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
**oasehave  been  liable  to  some  misapprehension, 

now  beg  leave  to  explain  them  to  the  House. 


When  the  first  five  resolutions  on  your  table 
shall  have  passed  this  House,  and  arrive  in  Eng'^ 
land,  accompanied  with  the  commentary  on  them, 

fiven  by  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relatiotis, 
England  cannot  misundentand  their  meaning. 
If,  then,  England  determines  to  conciliate  this 
country  by  Withdrawing  the  Orders  in  Council, 
the  matter  will  end  very  well ;  but  if  she  deter- 
mines to  permit  us  to  proceed  to  hostility  with 
her,  is  it  not  probable  she  will  strike  the  first 
blow  by  swei^ping  from  the  ocean  every  inch  of 
American  canvass?  What  security  have  you 
that  England  will  not  adopt  such  a  course  ?  Do 
you  expect  she  will  be  deterred  from  it  by  the 
principles  of  morality  or  her  ancient  usage  ?  Sir, 
British  history  will  furnish  you  with  cases  in 
point.  At  abe  commencement  of  the  war  of 
1796,  long  before  any  declaration  af  war  had 
taken  place  between  France  and  England,  secret 
orders  were  given  by  the  English  Admiralty  to 
sweep  the  ocean  of  French  commerce,  which  was 
es^cuted  accordingly,  and  American  commerce 
may  shar'e  a  similar  fate. 

My  apprehensions  ori  this  siibjeet  are  strength- 
ened by  a  recurrence -to  the  origin  of  our  differ- 
entes  with  England.  Out  of  what  did  they  arise  ? 
Pfinfeipally  from  the  great  prosperity  of  American 
commerce.  Before  the  year  1807  the  English 
traders  were  met  in  almost  every  port  and  harbor 
of  the  world  by  the  Americans ;  and  the  Ameri- 
cans had  the  faculty  of  out-trading  the  English 
merchants  ;  this  excited  the  jealousy  of  the  Eng- 
lish, to  whom  it  seemed  strange,  that  American 
commerce  and  tonnase,  unprotected  as  it  was  by 
naval  force,  should  be  second  only  to  England, 
and  arriving  fast  to  an  equality,  both  in  amount 
and  value,  with  them,  who  were  protectied  by  one 
thousand  ships  of  war.  The  object  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  England,  seems  to  me,  was  to  give  a 
preference  to  her  own  commerce  by  cri|[)piing 
that  of  others;  and  if  such  were  and  now  are  her 
•views,  by  proceeding  as  we  do,  we  furnish  the 
fairest  opportunity  to  England  to  give  your  com* 
merce  a  blow  that  it  will  not  recover  from  in  half 
a  century.  By  restraining  your  merchants  within 
vour  ports  and  harbors,  and  enabling  them  to 
bring  home  their  property  from  abroad,  yau  woUld 
nbt  only  increase  the  means  of  carrying  on  the 
war,  but,  in  the  meantime,  preparations  would  be 
made  for  carrying  it  on  with  more  effect  at  the 
outset.  It  is  not  to  be  concealed  that,  before  the 
commencement  of  hostilities,  you  must  resort  to 
an  embargo;  no  commercial  nation  can,  without 
the  most  obvious  absurdity,  go  to  war  with  a  na- 
val Power  without  first  laying  an  embargo  for 
three  or  four  months.  And  when,  1  ask,  will  you 
proceed  to  lay  your  embargo?  Certainly  it  ought 
to  be  very  shortly,  if  you  expect  the  campaign  to 
open  next  Spring.  Such  a  course  would  have  a 
happy  effect  on  your  recruiting  service;  no  man, 
then,  could  either  mistake  or  mistrust  your  views, 
and  the  best  population  in  your  country,  perceiv- 
ing that  the  nation  was  about  to  engage  in  a  war, 
where  laurels  might  be  won,  would  flock  to  your 
standard. 
1  ^  But,  sir,  as  matters  now  st^nd,  your  first  five 
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resolutions,  lookiog  to  war,  aod  the  sixth  resolu- 
tion, calculated  onl/  for  a  slate  of  peace,  the  yeo- 
inaury  of  (he  coiiotry  will  recolIe(5t .  the  fate  of 
the  army  gl'  sii  thousand,  aod  will  reluctantly 
engage  in  your  service,  lest  they,  too,  should  be 
employed  in  an  ignoble  warfare  against  the  fens 
of  the  Mississippi  and  the  hosts,  of  mosquiiQen 

.  aod  gallinipjiers  with  which  they  are  infested. 

This,  sir,  is  my  view  of  the  subject ;  but,  as  we 
all  appear  to  be  travelling  to  oujC  result,  and  only 
differ  about  the  noute  which  would  be  most  ad- 
visable,, and  gentlemen  whose  superior  wisdom, 
talents,  and  experience,  I  am  bound  to  vencrale, 
differ  with  me  as  to  the  mode  of  proceedin^^.  and 
have  decermined  not  to  go  with  ^me,  I  will  go 
with  them  ^  at  the  same  lime,  if  any  accident 
should  happen,  I  shall  have  nothixig  to  an»wer 
for — my  cunsmuents  have  no  ships, 

Mr.  Stanford  said^as  the  resolution  before  the 
House  contemplated  an. additional  army,  and 
from  the  avowal  of  its  friends,  introlved  in  it  the 
question  of  peace  or  war,  he  felt  the  deRtre  to 
assiffo  thei  reasona  of  his  vote  upon  so  important 
a  suoject.  He  was  the  more  disiposed  to  do  so  as 
he  should  probably  find  himself  in  a  very  small 

*  minority  upori  the  question.  He  was  not  flatter- 
ed, he  said,  with  using  arguments  which  would 
convince  other:»}  but  for  himself  he  felt  their 
force  strong  enough  to  fix  his.  minid  against  the 
measure.  If  he  were  to  vote,  he  said,  for  the 
proposed  army)  he  should  vote  inconsistently 
with  all  his  former  opinions  and  principles  upon 

,  the  subject,  and  he  never  could  think  of  acting  a 
part  inconsistent  with  himsi>lf,  and  that  more 
ebpecialiy  when  all  his  experience  .had  gone  to 
confirm  his  first  impressions,  his  honest  preju- 
dicts  against  standing  armies.  Such  establish- 
ments bad  always  proved  th&  bane  of  free  Gov- 
ernnients,  and  he  could  not  see  how  we  were  to 
get  along  with  them,  and  remain^  asiie  believed 
we  were,  the  freest  and  happiest  people  upon 
earth. 

But,  sir,  we  are  told  war  is  to  be  declared  in 
certain  events,  and  that  the  arcQy  proposed  is  to 
invade  and  take,  the  Canadas.  We  are  theii  to 
pass  out  of  the  limits  of  the  United  States  and 
wage  a  war  of  the  foreign  offensive  kind!  If 
such  was  the  contemplated  use  of  this  army 
when  raised,  he  was  still  the  more  opposed  to  the 
measure.  He  was  against  the  war  itself,  and  the 
policy  of  it,  and  could  by  lio  means  yield  his 
vote  to  bring  it  about.  .  That  there  was  sufficient 
cause  of  war,  he  was  ready  to  acknowIe(^e,  and 
he  was  not  dispofed  in  any  the  ieast  degree,  to 

^  palliate  the  offences  of  Great  Britain^  or  that  of 
any  of  the  other  belligerents,  committed  on  the 
persons  and  property  of  our  citizens.  Alt  of  them 
had  deserved  war  at  our  hainds,  but  we  had  at  no 
time  since  the  commencement  of  oar  present 
Government  seen  it  our  interest  or  policy  to  give 
into  it,  in  the  open  and  declared  form,  nor  that  of 
any  other  form,  except  that  of  a  quasi  character 
which  happened  under  Mr.  Adams's  administra- 
tion. The  question  never  had  been  whether  we 
had  or  had  not  cause  of  war,  bat  whether  the  true 
interest  of  the  United  States  did  not,  und^r  all  eir« 


cumstances,  oaU  aloud  upon. us  tocbensb  p«ue, 
and  to  avoid  war  and.its  evils  as  the  last  ottk 
alternatives  before  us;  and  ihb,  said  Mr.  S..]ke 
would  be  able  to  show  was  the  Republican  doc- 
trine, as  well  in  the  old  minority  titnes  as  &i&ce 
that  minority  grew  into  a  majority. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  GacsDt) 
had  made  a  direct  appeal  to  the  RepuUicu 
party,  and  endeavored  tp  rally  and  uaiie  tbemia 
this,  to  them  at  least,  new  doctrine  of  war.  U 
the  appeal  of  th£  gentleman  had  any  reference  to 
him,  he  would  beg  leave  to  deny  some  of  ke 
positions.  He  had  himself  had  some  small  shire 
to  act  in  the  political  scenes  of  '98-9.  and  he  ibis 
glad  to  find  from  the  gentleman's  declaratioa 
that  he  hs^d  joined  in  the  "  clampr"  of  the  dar. 
to  ptill  down  the  tbep  Federal  Administraiita 
for  the  unkistifiable  war  which  they  had  goae 
into  witli  France.  Mr.  S.  said  heltnew  he  ba4 
joined  in  it  most  beftrtily.  He  believed  he  ibn 
acted  right  in  all  he  did  to  supersede  that  Ad- 
ministration, .and  he  still  believed  he  vas  rigiiL 
The  best  interests  of  the  country  forbade  the  war, 
and  so  the  people  determined,  when  uhimatelf 
they  c^me  to  decide  the  question.  That  pmj 
thus  ousted  by  the  public  voice,  the  present  Re- 
publican majority  was  brought  in  upon  their  owi 
professions  of  better  principles,  the  love  of  petet 
aod  economy.  But  now,  forgetting  bur  old  pro- 
fessions under  a  French  crisis,  we  had  raised  ik 
cryr  of  war  under  a  British  one.  and  nothing  ihor* 
of  it  was  to  save  our  honor.  Mr.  S.  declared  if 
there  wasiiny  difference  in  the  causes  of  war  iha 
and  now,  he  thought  it  turned  most  decidedly  ia 
favor  of  the  former  period,  since  the  more  iotoj- 
erable  outrage  in  the  case  of  the  Chesapeake  had 
been  at  length  atoned  for.  Wliat  were  the  facis? 
French  decrees  existed  at  that  time  against  yooi 
rightful  commerce — he  spoke  of  the  arr€ttes  or 
decrees  of  the  French  directory — these  had  the 
same  practical  effect  on  our  maritime  neutral 
rights  that  the  British  orders  have  now.  Freach 
cruisers  waylaid  the  mouths  of  yoar  harbors, 
and  eaptur^d  your  vessels ;  and  the  first  succeo* 
ful  act  of  the  United  Sutes  after  the  quasi-war 
commenced,  was,  the  taking  of  one  of  these  croi»- 
era  in  the  mouth  of  one  of  Our  harbors.  He 
begged  leave  to  read  the  decree  itself'-'and  there 
were  others  passed  about  the  same  time  notias 
obnoxious. 

*'  January  la,  1798,  Art.  l.--The  character  of  vessk 
in  what  .concerns  their  qaality,  as  neutral  or  eneoij, 
shall  be  decided  by  their  cargo;  ta  consequence, ereiy 
▼esael  found  at  sea,  laden»  in  whole  or  in  part,  wiU 
merchandise  oOming  from  England  or  her  potaeHioo% 
ehall  be  declared  good  prize,  whoever  may  be  the  jtro* 
prietor  of  their  productions  or  merchandiae." 

To  the  spoliations  committed  under  decrees  of 
this  kind;  which  they  have  always  refosed  to 
retribiue  and  make  good,  ihey  added  k  further  io' 
dignity  to  the  nation  in  the  persons  of  its  Eniojs. 
They  refused  to  receive  them  in  their  character  is 
such,  but,  clandestinely  met  their  subordinate 
agents  to  intrigue  and  tamper  with  them  for 
bribes,  and  for  a  considerable  time  with  held  the  o^ 
I  cessary  passports  for  their  return  home.    Wrong' 
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ind  iodigoieies  like  these,  said  Mr.  S.,  the  Re* 
publican  minority  of  '98-9  did  not  consider  of 
nagDi'tude  enough  for  the  United  States  to  forego 
be  great  interests  of  pence,  and  gi^e  into  the 
rar,  which  was  tften  made  to  tedress  them. 
iov  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Qsu^- 
)t)  coald  avow  himself  the  advocate  of  peace 
loctrines  then,  and  those  of  war  now,  would  be 
or  himself  to  reconcile.  He  felt  that  those  in 
erests  were  as  omnipotent  now  as  they  were 
beo. 

Bat,  said  Mr.  S.,  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  (Mr.  CalhouN)  tells  us  it  is  a  principle 
f  hoDor  in  a  nation,  as  in  an  individual,  to  resist 
first  insult.  If  such-  doctrine  is  to  be  admitted, 
rhea  should  we  have  had  a  moment's  pieaeet^ 
^rom  one  or  the  other  belligerents  of  Europe, 
ince  their  late  wars  confmenced,  we  have  never 
een  without  just  ..complaints  against  them  for 
ome  violation  of  our  neutral  rights,  and  of  course 
}ust  have  taken^  ah  early  share  in  their  wars. 
)he  truth  is,  wo  cannot  likei»,  nor  will  the  simiti- 
ude  hold  good  between  an  individual's  honor, 
r  his  sensibility  to  it,  and  that  of  a  nation *s.  A 
iogle  impressment  or  capture  may  be  well  ad- 
littedto  form  a  ground  of  reprisal  and  war;  but 
re  should  have  been  a  ruined  country  long  ere 
ow,  if,  under  the  existing  circumstances  of  the 
rorld,  and  belligerent  Europe,  we  had  yielded  to 
lis  qaickness  oTsensibjlity,  and  had  gone  to  war 
>ra  first  and  single  instance- of  aggression  from 
iiher  of  the  belligerents.  The  sanie  gentleman 
rgttes  that  everything  now  calls  upon  us  to 
lake  a  stand  ;  tnat  there  was  no  danger  to  our 
berties  in  a  standing,  army  of  twenty  or  thirty 
lou^Dd  men,  and  that  all  admitted  th«re  was 
istifiabie  cause  of  war,  and  he  believed  it  had' 
Dw  become  necessary;  This*  was  declaiming, 
(r.  S.  said,  very  handsomely  upop  the  subject  of 
"ar,  he  #ould  agree;  and  he  very  well  recollect- 
i  we  bad  heard  the  satne  ddctrines  precisely, 
)d  he  thought  he  might  be  permitted  to  say,  a 
rain  of  declamatioii,  at  least  equally  handsome 
poD  the  same  subiect,  and  from  the  pame  State. 
11798-9.*  Mr.  S.  contended  as  the  then  doc- 
ioes  of  war,  (and  it  must  be  admitted  the  causes 
'  it  were  so  alike  in  their  character,)  it  was  fair 

*  expect  that  in  due  time  public  opinion  would 
)me  to  be  the  same  in  both  caees. 

Bat,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  could  not  perceive  how 
le  present,  of  all  others,  had  become  the  necessa- 
'  and  accepted  time  for  war  with  Great  Britain. 
he  attack  on  the  Chesapeake  frigate  had  been 
tely  atoned  for,  to  the  satisfaction  of  our  Gov- 
nment ;  and,  he  trusted,  had  not  been  so  done 
>  to  aggravate  the  crisis  of  affairs  between  the 
ro  countries.  If  calculated  to  do  so,  our  Gov- 
rnment  could  not  have  received  it.  The  im- 
ressment  of  our  seamen  was  a  just  complaint 
gainst  the  British  Government ;  but  it  eommen- 
id  under  the  Administration  of  General  Wash- 
rcroN,  and  no  one  would  say  he  was  less  sensl- 
e  to  national  honor  and  independence  than  our- 

*  This  sUurion  is  supposed  to  be  to  Mr.  Haefsb, 
len  from  South  Carolina. 

UthCoN.lstSfiss.— 17 


selves.  Under  ftU  the  circumstances  of  that  cause 
of  complaint,  he  did  not  think  it  a  cause  sufficient 
for  him  to  depart  from  the  neutral  ground  he  had 
assumed ;  nor  was  the  annoyance  of  our  com- 
merce less  vexatious  in  his  time  than  since.  In 
like  manner,  under  Mr.  Adams's  Administration, 
the  same  complaints  existed,  though  in-  that  of 
the  latter,  not.  perhaps,  to  the  same  degree  ;  and, 
under  the  eigot  years  of  Mr.  Jefiferson's  Ad  minis- 
tratkin,  the  same  state  of  things  continued,  cer- 
tainly Tyith  an  increased  degree  of  violence,  to 
which  was  also  added  the  more  aggravating  in- 
sult upon  the  Chesapeake.  Mr.  Jefferson  had 
never  been  suspected  of  partiality  for  Great  Brit- 
ein,  and  then,  indeed,  the  accepted  time  had  come 
for  a  war  with  that  Government ;  all  parties  itere 
united,  and  pledged  themselves  to  support  him  in 
the  war.  The  pulse  of  the  nation  beat  high  for 
it.  But  he  felt,  because  h^  knew,  that  peace  was 
the  best  interest  of  his  country,  and  forbore  to  call 
Congress. together.'  He  had  always  admired  the 
man  ;  but,  upon  that  occasion,  he  felt  more  than 
a  sentiment  of ^  admiration  toward  him.  When, 
at  length,  wrongs  had  thus  accumulated,  and  callea 
fur  some  system  of  counteraction  and  resistance, 
till  negotiation  could  be  farther  tried,  the  embargo 
was  resorted  to  in  preference  to  war;  and,  when 
that  was  don«  away,  a  system  of  non-intercourse 
was  substituted,  and  to  that  again  succeeded  the 
present  alternative  jaw  of  the  same  kind ;  the  non- 
importation system  which  has  grown  out  of  this 
with  Great  Britain  has  not  been  tried  one  whole 
year  yet.  If  gentlemen  will  have  it  that  this  is 
the  accepted  time  for  war,  how  has  it  happened 
that  we  have  not  had  it  before.  Our  Councils 
may  be  pre^med  to  have  been  as  sensible  to  ag- 
gressipn,  and  as  patriotic  to  redress  it,  as  we  now 


are. 


He  would  beg  leave  to  turn  to  a  vote  of  this 
House  at  the  last  session  of  the  tenth  Congress, 
when  Mr.  JelTerson  was  still  President.  The  em- 
bargo was  about  to  be  repealed,  and  such  gentle- 
men as  felt  themselves  disappointed  in  its  effects, 
were  disposed  to  substitute  a  more  energetic  sys- 
tem than  that  of  non-intercoUrse,  and  proposed 
the  following  amendment  to  the  bill  "and  to 
^  cause  (meaning  the  President)  to  be  issued  under 
^  suitable  pledges,  and  precautions,  letters  of 
[  marque  and  reprisal  against  the  nation  thereaf- 
'  ter  continuing  in  force  its  unlawful  edicts  against 
'  the  commerce  of  the  United  States."  This  was 
considered,  as  indeed  it  was,  a  question  of  war, 
and  the  vote  stands  only  36  to  74.  The  affair 
of  the  Chesapeake  then  hung  over  us,  and  all  the 
circumstances  under  which  we  found  ourselves 
called  more  imperiously  for  redress  than  they 
ever  had  done  before  or  since,  and  still  a  different 
view  of  what  was  the  true  interest  of  the  coun- 
try prevailed.  Again,  he  would  turn  to  the 
second  session  of  the  eleventh  Consress,  under 
the  present  Administration,  and  still  we  should' 
find  that  a  large  majority  in  this  House  were  de- 
termined not  to  abandon  the  peace  of  the  nation. 
They  were  disposed  to  countervail  the  belligerent 
edicts,  by  commercial  resthctions^  and  to  adopt 
anything  in  that  way,  short  of  war ;  but  nothidit 
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which  shoold  endanger  the  peace  of  the  country. 
A  bill,  however,  was  introduced  *^  authorizing  the 
'  President  of  the  United  States  to  employ  the 
'  public  armed  vessels,  and  permitting  the  mer- 
'  chant  vessels  to  arm  for  the  defence  of  Ameri- 
'  can  commerce."  The  fate  of  this  measure  was 
similar  to  that  of  the  preceding  Congress,  and 
appears  to  have  been  negatived  by  a  Vote  of  67 
to  47.  This,  too,  was  at  a  time  when  we  were 
about  to  repeal  the  non-intercours6  law,  which 
was  done,  and  the  non-importation  system  substi- 
tuted ;  no  warlike  substitute  could  be  carried  at 
any  of  these  periods:  and,  so  far,  it  has  not  ap- 
peared to  have  been  the  accepted  time  for  war, 
and  he  trusted  that  time  had  not  yet  come. 

If,  said  Mr.  S.,  the  proposed  war  was  to  be  of 
the  defensive  kind,  a  war  which  had  become  ne- 
cessary to  defend  ourselves  at  home,  there  would 
be  no  hesitation  about  the  cost  or  difficulties  to 
be  encountered,  but  it  is  avowed  to  be  for  con- 
quest. We  are  to  take  the  Canadas  to  insure  re- 
spect to  our  maritime  rights.  That  we  should  be 
able  to  take  them,  he  would  not  pretend  to  doubt; 
but  it  would  probably  be  at  the  expense  of  much 
blood  and  treasure,  and  still,  perhaps,  without 
coming  any  nearer  to  the  object  of  it,  that  of 
securing  respect,  to  those  rights.  To  a  nation, 
young,  growing,  and  prosoerous,  as  we  were,  the 
burdens  and  expenses  of  a  foreign  war  was  no 
small  consideration  with  him. .  In  1798, 1799,  it 
was  fashionable  to  count  the  cost,  and  look  at  the 
taxes  to  follow :  that  doctrine  now,  however,  was 
forgotten  ;  but  he  would  take  the  liberty  to  read, 
before  he  sat  down,  a  passas^e  or  two  from  a  pam- 
phlet of  Mr.  Nicholas's,  of  Virginia,  who  is  now 
no  more,  but  who  was  at  that  time  considered  or- 
thodox in  all  the  Republican  doctrines  of  the  day. 

«In  a  war  like  the  present,  (says  Mr,  Niiholas,) 
which  we  have  not  made  an  ofiensive  one,  eYerythii>g 
of  this  kind  (speaking  of  the  taxes)  ought  to  be  taken 
into  consideration,  although  it  would  be  improper  to 
do  so  if  our  country  was  really  attacked  by  a  foreign 
Power ;  because  we  ought  then  to  hazard  everything 
rather  than  become  subjects  to  any  foreign  Power." 

Again: 

"  If  the  lasting  preservation  of  the  honor,  liberty^ 
and  independence  of  America  is  our  real  object,  we 
should  certainly  avoid  war  during  the  infant  state  of 
our  country.  Such  premature  efforts  bring  on  a  state 
of  imbecility  in  the  political  as  weH  as  in  the  human 
body,  and  prevent  either  from  attaining  that  degree  of 
strength  which  they  would  otherwise  certainly  arrive 
at  Twenty  years  more  of  peace,  would  leave  Amer- 
ica fully  competent  to  defend  all  her  just  rights  against 
any  nation.  Five  years  war  at  this  time,  would,  prob- 
ably, put  it  out  of  her  power  to  do  it  with  efifoct  fat 
one  hundred  years  to  come." 

Mr.  S.  further  added,  that  as  the  United  States 
was  the  only  portion  of  the  civilized  world  which 
enjoyed  any  share  of  the  blessings  of  peace,  he 
had  trusted  the  present  state  of  Europe  would 
form  an  argninenc  better  than  any  he  could  use, 
and  a  lesson  complete  against  our  having  any- 
thing to  do  with  their  unhappy  conflicts  and  wars. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  said  Mr.  S..  opposed  as  he 
was  to  the  idea  of  the  United  States  becoming 


oneof  the  belligerent  nations — to  the  liokiogMi 
destinies  with  tnose  of  the  European  Powers;  te 
the  taking  any  share  in  their  present  cooflicis.  if 
his  country  once  determined  upon  it,  be  woaU 
not  then  hesitate  to  voteanyTorce.  or  other  isetfij 
to  bring  it  to  as  speedy  and  as  happy  ao  issoeu 
possible ;  until  then  he  should  preserve  his  otb 
consistency;  and  contribute  in  no  way  to  brk| 
about  that  state  of  things  which,  he  beliere^. 
would  prove  most  ruinous  to  his  country. 

Mr«  Kino. — Mr.  Speaker,  I  should  not  hirt 
troubled  this  House,  with  any  remarks  of  mioe. 
had  it  not  been  for  the  observations  which  iure 
TUst  fallen  from  'my  colleague  from  North  Caro- 
lina,   i  shall  not  attempt,  sir,  to  follow  ihatgei- 
tleman  in  the  history sWhich  he  iias  given  of  t^ 
progress  of  party  in  this  country,  but  shall  c» 
tent  myselt  with  s^atin^,  that,  in  our  seBU(Dest& 
we  entirely  differ ;  his  is  the  doctrine  of  sobmis- 
sion;  yes,  sir,  the  most  abject  submissioD;  miat 
1  trust,  is  not.   I  am  in  favor  of  tlte  resolotioa  not 
on  your  tal^e.    I  am  aware,  sir,  of  the  msoyiia- 
portent  considerations  which  will  naturally  ss^ 
gest  themselves  to  the  mind  of  every  real  frieij 
of  his  country,  when  he  views  the  copseqoeoce 
whicb  may  result  from  the  adoption  of  the  mei- 
^ure  now  contemplated.    When,  sir,  the  habits  i 
a  nation,  ingrafted,  as  it  were,  in  its  verynatore, 
are  about  to  be  departed  from;  when  the  desti- 
nies of  the  country  are  about  to  be  launched  oo 
an  untried  ocean,  and  when  the  douJ>t  is  about  u 
be  solved,  whether  our  Repu.blicaa  Goveromai 
is  alike  calculated  to  support  us  through  the  trials 
and  difficulties  of  war,  and  guide  us  ia  safetf 
down  the  gentle  current  of  peace,  I  am  awan. 
sir,  that  we  should  pause  and  ponder  well  the  sab- 
jeci;  that  we  should  divest  ourselves  of  those 
warm  feelings  which  most  generally  take  posses- 
sion of  our  minds  on  viewing  the  unjust  prostrt- 
tion  of  the  rights  of  our  country.    Sir,  that  lo* 
terest  which  1  feel,  in  common  with  others,  oi 
the  decision  of  a  question  of  such  magoitadeaQd 
importance,  will,  I  trust,  induce  this  House  to  bear 
with  me  a  moment,  while,  in  a  few  words,  I  ex- 
plain the  motives  by  which  I  am  actuated  io  giv- 
ing my  decided  approbation  to  the  resolutioo  dov 
under  consideration.    If,  air,  I  were  merely  to 
turn  my  attention  to  the  local  situation  of  ibit 
portion  of  the  country,  which  I  have  the  faoQtf 
particularly  to  represent ;  its  extensive  and  ex- 
posed seacoasts,  combined  with  its  preseat  com- 
mercial advantages ;  I  should,  without  hesiuiioa, 
give  my  vote  to  the  proposed  measure.    Bat,  sir. 
as  in  my  individual  capacity,  I  feel  at  all  times 
willing  to  make  not  only  ^pecuniary  sacrifices,  bot 
to  expose  my  person  in  viodicatioffthe  rigbisaQ<^ 
interests  of  my  coonlrVi  in  my  Represeotatire 
capacity,  I  will  undertaite  to  say,  thatmycoDsiit- 
uents  will  do  no  less.    Sir,  the  demon  Avarice. 
which  benumbs  every  warm  emotion  of  thesoQi 
has  not  yet  gained  the  ascendency  in  the  South; 
the  love  of  country  animates  every  breast,  aoii 
burns  with  inextinguishable  ardor.    Sir,  they  feel 
in  common,  I  trust,  with  a  great  majority  of  erery 
portion  of  this  Union,  the  degradation  of  ob^ 
country,  in  submitting  for  a  moment  looger  to  the 
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dishonorable  terms  proposed  directly  or  incjirect- 
ly  by  the  British  OorernraeDt.  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
lioJd  it  to  be  correct,  that,  in  di.«cussiDga  subject 
>f  sach  importance,  a  view  of  the  various  mat- 
ers necessarily  connected  with  it,  will  not  be 
;oDsidered  irrelevant ;  but,  sir,  I  will  not  weary 
he  patience  of  this  House  with  a  detail  of  inju- 
res, unparalleled  in  the  history  of  former  times, 
ranionly  inflicted  on  a  nation  which  manifested 
0  the  whole  world  her  sincere  desire  to  support 
be  neutral  stand  which  had  been. taken  at  the 
arliest  period  of  her  Government,  and  most  te- 
laciously  adhered  to.  We  have  carefully  avoid- 
d,  Mr.  Speaker,  any  participation  in  that  system 
if  politics  which  has  convulsed  and  distracted 
be  European  world.  We  have  restricted  our- 
dves  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  our  rights,  lest  by 
tricily  enforcing  them,  we  might  produce  a  coU 
i&ioQ  with  any  nation,  nowever  little  her  conduct 
Bight  be  guided  by  the  principles  of  equity.  Sir, 
we  have  borne  with  injary,  until,  in  the  language 
>f  your  committee,  fon>ea ranee  has  ceased  to  be 
t  rirtoe.  We  have  remonstrated,  we  have  ap- 
)eBled  to  the  justice,  to  the  interest,  of  the  two 
^at  contending  Powers  of. Europe;  every  effort 
irored  abortive;  our  calls  for  justice  were  arown- 
die  the  declar|tion  that  their  measures  were 
aerely  retaliatory,  and  not  intended  to  interfere 
riih  neutral  rights ;  thus,  sir,  the  matter  rested, 
rhen  specific  propositions  were  submitted  to 
acb.  Yes,  sir,  by  an  act  which  has  placed  the  im- 
aniality  of  our  country  beyond  the  reach  of  sus- 
ticion,  we  demanded  of  each  the  revocation  of 
ler  obnoxious  edicts^  as  the  only  means  of  pre- 
erviog  our  friendship.  We  all  know  what  has 
ieen  the  consequence :  France  has  met  our  ad- 
'SQces.  has  embraced  our  propositions.  Great 
3riiain  not  only  refuses  a  repeal  on  her  part,  but, 
7hile  she  affects  to  lament  the  effects  produced 
(fioeutrai  rights,  takes  the  most  effectual  meth- 
kIs  to  render  them  perpetual.  Sir,  blindness  and 
KDorance  itself  can  no  longer  be  deceived  by 
Jriiish  policy. 

We  have  been  told,  sir,  that  this  will  be  a  War 
or  the  support  of  the  carrying  trade;  let  me  here 
emark,  and  I  wish  to  be  distinctly  understood,  as 
iTowing  my  determination  never  to  give  a  vote, 
0  long  as  I  have  the  honor  of  a  seat  on  this  floor, 
vhich  will  involve  this  country  in  a  war,  for  the 
ecorery  or  support  of  this  extraneous  species  of 
'ODimerce.  I  believe  I  shall  not  be  incorrect 
vben*I  assert,  that  nine-tenths  of  this  country 
lever  did  and  never  will  derive  the  smallest  ben- 
efit from  it.  But,  sir,  the  right  to  carry  in  our 
)WQ  ships  the  produce  pf  Qur  own  country  to  any 
laarter,  not  thereby  violating  the  laws  of  nations,. 
)r  contravening  legitimate  municipal  regulations,, 
s  Qoe  which  I  never  will  yield ;  /or,  sir,  in  doing 
$0,  we  paralyze  the  industry  of  our  citizens ;  we 
^ive  a  fatal  blow  to  the  best  interests  of  our  coun- 
try. Yes,  sir,  we  yield  the  principle,  we  invite  to 
'urther  encroachments.  Our  countrv,  sir,  is  agri- 
cultural, but  so  intimately  blended  with  com- 
Q^erce,  that  the  one  cannot  long  exist  unaided  by 
he  other.  Sir,  I  will  not  yield  an  inch  of  ground 
'hen,  by  so  doing,  I  destroy  an  essential  right  of 


my  country — or  sap  the  foundation  of  that  inde- 
pendence cemented  by  the  blood  of  our  fathers. 
We  were  told  by  a  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Randolph,)  a  few  days  since,  that  we  have  suffi- 
cient cause  for  war.  I  ask  you,  then,  sir,  why  do 
we  hesitate  ?  Shall  we  always  yield  1  Shall  we 
always  shrink  from  the  contest  ?  The  adoption 
of  this  resolution  is  the  touchstone^^by  it  we  rise 
or  fall.  We  have  been  asked,  Mr.  Speaker,  why 
not  lay  upon  your  table  a  proposition  to  go  to  war? 
It  is  there,  sir;  It  is  contained  in  this  resolution  ; 
the  moment  we  give  it  our  sanction  we  declare 
our  fixed  resolve  tp  render  effective  the  force  coa- 
templated  to  be  raised.  Yes,  sir,  unless  Great 
Britain  manifests  a  disposition  speedily  to  do  us 
justice*-by  her  acts,  sir,  not  by  her  words.  The 
gentleman  from  Virginia  calls  upon  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  seacoasts,  of  the  slaveholaing 
States,  and  asks  if  they  are  willing  to  say  to  Eng- 
land "  we  intend  to  go  to  war  with  you."  Does 
the  gentleman  mean  to  excite  our  tears  for  the 
loss  of  our  propertv  ?  As  one  of  the  many  on 
this  floor  who  stand  in  the  situation  mentioned  by 
that  gentleman,  I  step  forth  to  declare  for  myself 
and  my  constituents,  that,  when  loss  of  national 
honor  is  placed  in  the  scale,  and  attempted  to  be 
balanced  by  pecuniary  interest,  we  will,  without 
hesitation,  kick  the  beam.  But,  sir,  we  are  now 
contending  for  the  restoration  of  our  rights,  the 
deprivation  of  which  strikes  at  the  very  founda- 
tions of  our  prosperity.  Sir,  to  us,  it  matters 
little  whether  our  cities  tumble  into  ruin  by  deser- 
tion for  want  of  employment,  by  poverty  produc- 
ed by  British  wrongs  and  aggression,  or,  in  vindi- 
cating the  cause  of  oyr  country,  fall  by  a  quicker 
process.  Sir,  I  have  no  fear  of  invasion,  aiid, 
therefore,  have  no  fears  arising  from  the  black 
population,  which  strikes  with  so  much  horror  on 
the  sensitive  mind  of  the  gentleman  from  Virgi- 
nia. For  my  country,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  lament  its 
existence ;  I  view  it  as  the  bane,  the  curse  of  the 
land,  and  most  sincerely,  sir,  do  I  wish  that  a  sec- 
ond Moses  could  take  them  by  the  hand,  and  lead 
them  in  safety  to  a  distant  land,  where  their  cries 
would  never  more  strike  on  the  ear  of  sympathy. 
For  one.  sir,  I  promise,  I  would  not  expose  my- 
self to  tne  waves  of  the  sea.  We  are  told,  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  we  stand  pledg;ed  to  France,  that 
we  must  become  a  party  with  her  in  this  war. 
Sir.  I  call  upon  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  to 
make  the  assertion  good,  to  fix  the  imputation 
upon  the  Executive  or  upon  this  House.  Sir.  my 
piedffe  is  to  my  country,  to  this  very  land ;  nere, 
and  here  alone,  the  warm  affections  of  my  heart 
find  a  point  around  which  to  rally.  To  all  other 
Governments,  lam  perfectly  indifferent — I  am  i|0 
Frenchman,  I  am  no  Englishman. 

We  have  been  told,  sir,  that  this  will  be  a  war 
of  aggrandizement,  a  war  of  conquest.  I  am  as 
jittle  disposed  to  extend  the  territory  as  any  other 
individual  of  this  House.  I  know  that  dissimilar 
interests  must  and  will  prevail  from  a  too  great, 
extension  of  our  dominion.  But,  sir.  we  wiu  not 
here  enter  into  a  discussion,  whether  an  accession 
of  country  would  or  would  not  conduce  to  the 
interests  of  the  Government.    Sir,  this  will  be  a 
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war  forced  upon  us;  we  cannot,  under  existing 
circumstances,  avoid  it.    To  wound  our  enemy 
in  the  most  vulnerable  part  should  only  be  consio- 
ered.    Sir,  I  trust,  if  our  differences  with  Great 
Britain  are  not  speedily  adjusted,  (of  which,  in- 
deed, I  have  no  expectation,)  we  shall  take  Can- 
ada,   l^es,  sir,  by  force;  by  valor;  not  by  seduc- 
tion, as  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  expresses  it. 
I  have  no  reliance  on  their  friendship — I  hope  it 
will  not  be  calculated  on.    Sir,  I  am  not  deterred 
from  the  firm  purposes  of  my  mind,  by  the  predic- 
tions of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.    I  have  no 
fears,  sir.  that  the  people  of  our  country  will  de- 
sert their  Government  while  asserting  the  rights 
of  the  country;  and  I  must  believe,  that  gentle- 
man's assertion,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding, 
that  Virginia  will  noi  be  the  last  to  afford  sup- 
plier.   We  are  told,  sif,  that  Republicans  are  in- 
eoDsistent;  that,  in  1798,  they  refused  to  raise  an 
army,  although  General  Washington  would  be 
at  their  head,  and  that  we  then  had  sufficient 
cause  to  go  to  war  with  the  Directory  of  France. 
For  myself,  sir,  I  was  at  that  period  conning  the 
lessons  of  childhood.    I  will  not  now  undertake 
to  say,  whether,  at  that  time,  there  was  or  was 
not  cause  for  war,  as  has  been  declared.    To  me 
it  matters  not.    Sir,  I  am  just  commencing  my 
political  career ;  I  am  consistent ;  I  find  my  coun- 
try degraded  by  insults  unrevenged;  almost  ruin- 
ed by  her  efforts  to  preserve  friendship  with  na- 
tions' who  feel  power  and  forget  right ;  and,  al- 
though 1  am  opposed  to  the  principle  of  having 
large  standing  armies  in   our  country,  yet,  sir, 
under  these  circumstances,  I  feel  justinable  in  de- 
parting from  the  general  principle.     Washington 
is  no  more  ?    Yes,  sir,  the  Father  of  his  Country 
can  no  longer  wield  its  destinies.    But  I  trust 
there  are  men,  (without  resorting  to  acquitted 
felons,)  Mr.  Speaker,  on  whom  the  confidence  of 
this  nation  might  in  safety  repose ;  men  whose 
military  skill  would  be  fuUy  adequate  to  every 
emergency;  men  who,  actuated  by  that  patriotic 
love  of  country,  not  uncommon  in  the  annals  of 
this  nation,  would  fight  our  battles,  redeem  the 
national  spirit,  and,  when  nations  had  returned  to 
a  sense  of  justice,  and  reparation  had  been  made 
for  the  wrongs  wantonly  inflicted  on  us,  would, 
without  hesitation,  resign  their  authority  into  the 
bands  of  the  Government  from  whence  it  ema- 
nated.   We  have  been  told,  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
Great  Britain  is  fighting  the  battles  of  the  world ; 
that  we  are  protected  by  that  nation  "  who  rides 
on  .the  mountain  wave,  whose  home  is  on  the 
deep."    Sir,  for  myself,  I  disclaim  her  protection 
7-protefcled  in  what,  sir  ?  In  our  property  ?  No; 
It  18  a  notorious  fact  that  we  are  plundered  in 
every  quarter  of  the  world — on  our  coasts — even 
in  the  very  mouths  of  our  harbors.    Are  we  pro- 
tected in  our  liberties  ?    Let  the  voice  of  our  im- 
pressed seamen,  torn  from  their  homes,  their 
wivesj  their  families,  speak  their  i)rotcction !   Let 
the  cries  of  their  miserable  offspring,  deprived  of 
their  protector,  their  ftiend,  their  ialher,  declare 
their  protection.    But,  sir,  I  have  done.    I  am  un- 
willing to  cast  a  censure  on  the  Government  of 
my  native  country ;  but  I  put  it  to  this  House,  I 


put  it  to  the  nation — was  it  brave  ?    Wasitcoa- 
sistent  with   that   independence  we  prefer  to 
maintain,  to  submit  without  a  struggle  to  thai 
annihilatiQn  of  the  liberties  of  those  hardy  soascf 
their  country,  seeking  their  subsistence  on  the  wi- 
tery  element,  that  common  highway  of  Daucs$7 
Sir,  they  are  our  brothers,  they  are  entitled  to  tl» 
same  privileges,  to  the  same  protection.    Teitiie 
gentleman  from  Virginia  feels  no  sympathizi3| 
emotions  of  soul,  on  calling  to  mind  the  hard- 
ships they  endure.    Yet, sir,  he  declares  to  ostbit 
should  he  be  convinced  that  Great  Britain  ha 
either  directly  or  indirectly  spilled  the  blood  <:{ 
our  eitizens,   he  'would   hesitate   no  longer,  a; 
would  march  to  Canada.    Let  him,  sir,  taro  hi$ 
eyes  to  those  floating  mansions,  he  will  thereby 
hold  the  blood  of  our  citizens— brave,  honest.  13- 
dustrious  citizens — streaming  in  torrents,  sheid^f 
the  hands  of  their  brothers,  their  friends,   ^t 
have  been  told,  sir,  that  Great  Britain  never  ▼<! 
relinquish  her  right,  (fbr  such  they  affect  tocai 
it;)  for  one,  sir,  I  never  will  submit  to  it.   I  bai 
rather  that  fast-aachored  isle,  that  protectors 
the  liberties  of  the  world,  should  be  swept  frcs 
the  catalogue  of  nations  than  submit  that  qu 
American — one  natural-born  citizen — should.  $. 
her  will,  be  torn  from  his  familf,  his  country. aad 
kept  in  a  state  of  the  most  horrid  slavery.   Sd 
this  will  not  be'a  war  of  conquest.    It  wdl  bet 
struggle  for  existence.    I  am  sorry  I  have  dettia* 
ed  the  House  for  a  moment';  I   perfectly  agm 
with  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr.  TRor?] 
that  we  should  put  an  end  to  debate.    I  ban 
been  drawn  into  these  remarks  by  what  fellfros 
piy  colleague.    I  again  repeat,  that  his  doctrioei^ 
nothing  more  or  less  than  submission.    Sir,l  d«j 
nounce  the  principle. 

Mr.  BoTD. — Mr.  Speaker,  I  should  not  har^ 
risen,  on  the  present  occasion,  had  not  the  hooor 
able  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  request^ 
all  those  that  did  not  intend  to  vote  for  sqcq 
ulterior  measures  as  they  might  hereafter  m 
necessary  to  bring  forward,  would  not  vote  fo( 
the  present  resolutions,  as  they  were  a  part  of  il 
system  that  might  eventuate  in  war,  &c.  Fron] 
tnose  observations,  I  feel  myself,  and  those  thai 
I  in  part  have  the  honor  to  represent,  called  cS 
to  say  how  far  I  will  so,  arid  how  far  I  will  do| 

fo.  Sir,  when  we  talk  about  wai^,  we  ougbt  t( 
now  for  what  we  are  going  to  wage  it,  aod  ti 
see  that  the  means  are  commensurate  to  the  end; 
Let  it  not  be  thought  by  this  that  I  have  any  ap& 
logy  to  make  for  Great  Britain,  or  her  manifold 
wrongs.  I  have  none.  I  say,  perish  the  hear^ 
the  head,  and  the  tongue,  that  will  attempt  hei 
justification  or  apology !  No,  sir,  they  are  a  nau'ofl 
of  pirates,  and  have  committed  many  wroogs  ot 
us ;  and  it  becomes  us  to  look  for  our  remedy,  aod 
how  it  is  to  be  obtained.  We  are  told  that  thest 
resolutions  are  a  part  of  a  war  measure.  I  ^ 
not  receive  them  as  such,  but  as  preparatory  tc 
what  may  happen  or  become  necessary.  But,  foi 
argument  sake,  suppose  it  so,  and  that  we  are  u 
have  war — your  array  raised,  aod  ready  to  march 
to  the  Canadas ;  with  how  many  are  you  goin| 
to  take  them  ?    In  my  c^lnion,  not  less  than  fif<] 
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LhoQsand  men  will  Jbe  required.  S appose  the  Eag- 
lish  should  be  driven  out  of  Spain  and  Portugal, 
f which  may  by  this  time  be  the  case,  or  it  may 
soon  be  so,)  \7hat  number  of  troops  can  she  send 
0  reinforce  her  possessions  and  meet  you?  But, 
ay  some  gentlemeni  American  blood  has  been 
ipilt,  and  we  must  avenge  it.  Hqw  is  that  to  be 
lone  ?  For  gallons  wUl  you  spill  torrents ;  or  am 
.  to  understand  that  we  shall  have  war  without 
)k)odshed  ?  Sir,  let  those  that  thmk  so  turn  their 
utention  to  thlB  Revolutionary  war — the  Sugar- 
lOQse  in  New  York,  the  Prerost.  the  Prison^ship, 
he  Wallabout;  Fort  Washington,  White  Plains, 
Princeton,  Trenton,'  Monmouth,  Brandy  wine, 
3uilford,  and  many  other  places.  New  Jersey  has 
tad  her  full  share  of  the  fighting — other  States 
he  beoefir;  and  if  tve  have  war  again,  we  shall 
lare  our  share  of  fighting — others  the  loaves  and 
ishes.  But, sir, I  will  net  complain:  we  obtained 
)UT  liberty,  and  I  am  willing  to  support  it  in  the 
oest  possible  manner.  But  here  another  question 
irises.  Ypu  go  to  war  for  tbo  right  to  export 
3ur  surplus  produce — tobacco,  cotton,  flour,  with 
maoy  other  articles.  Let  me  ask,  what  will  be 
foar  export  white  that  war  continues  ?  Will  you 
lave  anv  ?  I  think  not.  But  I  will  suppose  that 
rou  could  export  without  interruption;  would  the 
whole  of  the  exportable  produce  pay  for  the  war 
luring  the  continuance  of  it?  No,  it  would  not. 
Sir.  it  would  take  less  money  from  the  Govern- 
ioeat  to  pay  for  it,  a«d  make  a  fire  of  it.  Nearly 
thirty  years  h^ve  elapsed  since  the  Revolutionary 
var,  and  that  war  not  h^lf  paid  for*  Is  not  the 
var-worn  soldier  calling  on  us  everyday  with  his 
demands  ?    You  are  a£>ut  to  drain  your  Treas- 


vry,  borrow  money,  enlar^fe  your  pension^  list, 
ial  hospitals,  increase  our  national 


baild  additional 

debt,  not  to  be  extinguished  or  paid  c^,  but  to  be 
a  lasting  burden  on  the  people.  But,  sa^r  the  hon^ 
orable  committee,  our  honor  requires  it.  It  is 
well;  I  honor  the  spirit  and  magnanimity  of  the 
committee,  and  have  no  doubt  of  their  courage 
and  zeal  for  our  coootrv's  rights.  But,  si r,  you 
raust  take  young  men  for  action — old  men  for 


edging  our  rights  to  the  utmost  of  our  wishes; 
how  long  will  she  keep  it?  Not  an  hour  longer 
than  suits  her  convenience  or  interest.  There 
is  no  trust  to  be  put  in  her  compacts.  Witness 
Erskine's  arrangement.  I  say,  keep  on  your  re- 
strictions; keep  the  country  in  peace,  if  possible, 
under  all  your  privations,  and  they  are  many. 
Has  not  our  country  increased  in  wealth  and  pop- 
ulation, in  a  superior  degree  to  any  country  on 
earth  ?  Are  we  not  at  this  moment  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  peace  and  plenty  at  home — every  man 
under  his  own  vine  and  fig-tree,  and  none  to  make 
him  afraid — with  complete  protection  for  person 
and  property  ?  Yes.  But  our  merchants  must  be 
protected — they  have  a  right  to  our  protection, 
say  some — it  is  the  merchant  that  gives  life  and 
spring  to  agriculture.  I  deny  it.  It  is  the  planter 
— the  cultivator — that  is  the  foundation  on  which 
every  other  branch  of  dur  associated  population 
depends;  and  it  is  the  surplus  of  his  productions 
that  makes  the  merchant,  and  his  profits  that  make 
the  banks.  You  have  made  many  laws  for  their 
protection ;  they  have  disobeyed  them  all,  and  will 
disobey  them.  Have  they  not  told  you,  continu- 
ally, to  let  them  alone ;  that  they  knew  their  own 
business  best  ?  Sir,  before  I  would  engage  in  a 
war,  to  which  I  could  not  see  a  prospect  of  a  favor- 
able issue,  I  would  let  them  alone.  Sir,  the  Pre- 
sident is  made,  by  the  Constitution,  the  treaty- 
making  power;  he  is  also  to  give  us  the  state  of 
the  Union.  He  is  the  Bzecutive.  He  has  given 
us  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  made  his  requisi- 
tions;' and  if  I  give  him  what  he  asks,  I  give  hiia 
enough ;  and  theU  I  am  Willing  to  give,  and  more, 
whf  n  he  shall  require  it;  But  I  am  not  to  be  forced 
further  yet.  It  appears  to  me  4hat  the  honorable 
committee  has  a  mind  to  Gideonize  us — rejecting 
the  fearful  and  faint-hearted.  Will  thef  prove  ut 
by  the  loo^ert,  and  reject  all  such  as  Will  not -lap 
as  the  dog  lappeth  ?  For,  sir,  tbey  have  told  ua 
that  jtl)  that  did  not  intend  to  vote  for  such  ulte- 
rior measures  as  they  might  have  occasion  here- 
after to  bring  forward,  ought  not  to  vote  for  the 
resolutions.    Now,  sir,  it  remains  for  me  to  tell 


but  it  is  a  hard  matter  to  get  out  of  it.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Wright,)  in  defend-^ 
iog  the  character  of  the  soldier  has  given  us  a 
quotation,  viz : 

"  Honor  and  shame  firom  no  condition  rise, 
"Act  well  your  part,  there  all  the  honor  lies." 

I  will  give  him  another,  from  the  same  author- 
ity, viz :  .         • 


couDsel.    It  is  an  easy  matter  to  go  to  law  or  war,   them  and  the  House,  that  I  will  not  leave  the  ranks 


"  A  wit's  a  feather,  a  chiefs  a  rod;* 

"  An  honest  man's  the  noblest  work  of  God." 

But,  apart  from  thie,  let  Qs  suppose  war,  nnd 
^dmit  that  it  will  be  successful,  so  tar  as  proposed 
—the  British  driven  from  the  Canadas  a'nd  Hali- 
fax, and  their  trade  intercepted  for  years  to  an 
cxteosive  amount — what  then  has  she  to  hope  or 
fear  from  us?  Nothing.  Will  she  then  respect 
our  rights  ?  No.  But  1  will  suppose  that  we  force 
her  to  a  treaty  of  amity  and  coinmerce,  acknowl- 


*  Witness  Bonaparte. 


of  my  country.  I  will  vote  for  the  resolutions, 
and  consider  myself  at  liberty  to  vote  hereafter  aa 
the  nature  of  the  case  may  require,  and  my  con- 
science shall  direct.  I  have  no  more  to  say  at 
this  time. 

Mr.  Lacock  spoke  in  favor  of  the  report, 
Twp  or  three  unsuccessful  motions  were  made 
.to  adjourn. 

Mr.  RAiinoLPH  stated  his  intention  to  make 
some  Airther  remarks  against  the  report,  whiek 
might  occupy  two  or  three  bouts  of  the  time  of 
the  House.  He  then  renewed  the  motion  to  ad- 
journ ;  which  was  carried ;  and  the  House  ad- 
journed to  Monday. 


MoRnA.7,  December  16. 

The.  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  Cowles  Mead,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  enclosing 
the  copy  of  a  presentment  against  Harry  Toulminf 
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Judge  of  the  Superior  Coart  for  the  Wasbiogton 
district,  in  said  Territory,  made  by  the  graod 
jury  of  BaldwiD  county ;  which  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.     ■ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lewis,  the  petition  of  Return 
J.  Meigs,  and  others,  witnesses  against  Aaron 
Burr,  presented  the  ninth  of  November^  1807,  was 
referred  to  the  committee  appointed  the  twentieth 
ultimo,  to  provide  compensation  for  witnesses  in 
criminal  prosecutions  depending  in  courts  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  FiNDLET  presented  petitions  of  several 
Christian  denominations  residing  in  the  Western 
parts  of  the  United  States,  praying  that  mails 
may  not  be  carried,  and  that  post  offices  may  not 
be  opened  on  Sundays. — Referred  to  the  Postmas- 
ter General. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morrow,  the  Committee  on 
t)ie  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  wke- 
ther  any,  and  what,  provision  ought  to  be  made^  to 
prevent  the  sale  of  land,  at  private  sale,  (in  case 
of  reversion)  for  a  less  price  than  the  land  had 
been  sold  for  at  the  public  sales :  and  that  they 
have  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "for  complet- 
ing existing  Militaty  Establishments;"  to  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

MUJNITIONB  OF  WAR. 

Mr.  Setbbrt,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  that  part  of  the  President's  Message  which  re- 
lates to  the  manufacture  of  cannon  and  small 
arms,  and  the  providing  munitions  of  war,  made 
•a  detailed  report  thereon  ;  which  was  read. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  **  bo  nkabh  of 
the  Preaident's  Message  as  relates  to  the  manufactttre 
of  cannon  and  small  anna  and  the  providing  munitiona 
of  war/'  after  having,  according  to  order,  considered 
the  several  aubjects  anbmitted,  heg  leave  to  report,  in 
pari: 
.  That  it  ia,  at  all  timea,  expedient  for  a  nation  to  be 
supplied  with  an  ample  stock  of  all  such  articles  and 
materials  as  are  requisite  for  defensive  or  offensive  op* 
orations.  Such  provisions  will  make  its  citizens  con- 
fident at  home,  whilst  they,  at  the  same  time,  guaran- 
tee respect  on  the  part  of  foreign  nations.  No  one,  it  is 
presumed,  will  deny  that  an  extensive  supply  of  the  im- 
plements of  war  is  preferable  to  the  amount  of  their  cost 
lying  buried  in  the  vaults  ofthe  Treasury,  more  especially 
when  it  is  considered,  that  on  occasions  of  the  first  im- 
portance they  are  indispensabfy  necessary,  and  that  for 
the  greater  part  they  are  imperishable  from  their  nature. 
The  proposition  just  laid  down  will  appear  evident, 
when  it  is  recollected  that  the  least  rumorof  a  war  will 
hnmodtatoly  add  to  the  value  of  subh  articles,  very 
generally,  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  per  centum ;  nay, 
this  declaration  might  be  carried  much  luther,  and  it 
may  not  be  out  of  place  to  notice  the  fact,,  that,  under 
eircumstancea  far  from  being  the  most  unfavorable, 
refined  saltpetre  has  commanded  the  enormous  price  of 
cue  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  pound ;  whereas,  its  or- 
dinary value  is  about  thirty  cents  per  pound  in  our 
markets. 

It  is,  also,  well  known,  that  all  manu&ctured  arti- 
cles, which  are  made  in  haste,  are  generally  very 
defective — this  should  lie  particularly  guarded  against 


in  the  case  of  fire-arms  of  every  descriptioii.  Wla 
it  becofnes  absolutely  necessary  to  pro^de  sndi  equip- 
menta,  contractors  always  insist  upon  their  own  tenafc 
Experience  has  proved,  that  contncts  under  iiidi  cir* 
cumstances  on  national  account,  (we  do  not  ooofiDetUi 
assertion  to  car  own  country,)  have  been  ma^  te  a 
great  disadvantage.  Regular  annual  supplies,  in  ubm 
of  peace,  should  always  be  preferred.  It  would  be  is* 
warrantable  in  the  extreme  to  hasard  a  want  of  thii 
kind^until  the  last  moment— ^ntii  the  enemy  may  bt 
at  our  doors.  It  will  be  in  vain  to  look  for  addidou 
from  Europe,  at  a  period  when  .the  extensiTa  un[ 
force  of  an  enemy,  aided  by  many  private  armed  ship^ 
shall  swarm  on  the  ocean.  Who  oouM  then  be  s 
hardy  as  to  entertain  the  expectadon  of  frequent  it* 
rivals  in  our  ports  t  ^ 

It  is  with  peculiar  aatjafactjoni  your  committee  hk 
itself  enabled,  under  the  warranty  of  the  proper  dcpst^ 
mentj  to  stato'  that  many  of  the  most  necestai;,  n 
articles  of  which  there  is  a  considerable  stock  on  haft!, 
and  that  others  of  them  are  abundant  in  our  territono. 
Or,  in  the  words  ofthe  Message,  we  may  be  permitted 
to  repeat,  that  **  the  manufacture  of  cannon  and  saaS 
arms,  and  the  stock  and  resources  of  all  the  neceairy 
munitions,  are  adequate  to  emergencies.** 

The  flourishing  stete  of  the  foundries  througiiDst 
the  United  Stetes ;  they  have  been  heretofore  sncces- 
fully  employed,  on  Government  account,  in  Rb«ii 
IsUmd,  New  Jeney,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  the  DiH 
trict  of  Columbia,  dec  The  regular  supplies  of  laill 
arms',  of  every  description,  from  the  estebUsluDeDti 
which  are  now  under  the  control  of  the  Govemoreot, 
and  these  seconded  by  the  several  contracts  which  bin 
been  already  made  with  individuals  in  ▼ariona  paruef 
the  Union,  together  with  the  ease  with  which  thcf 
may  be  multiplied  so  as  to  meet  any  deinands  vlad 
eircumstancea  may  require,  independent  of  the  u* 
rangemeiito  made  on  the  part  of  the  Stete  individoillji 
are  aome  of  the  ipany  proofs  which  demonstrate  (Ik 
great  resources  of  this  R^ubiic.  What  nation  ca. 
boast  of  more,  or  better  iron,  than  the  United  Suta- 
Our  foundries  have  not  only  been  in  succeesfulope' 
ration,  they  are  Ux  from  being  infantile,  and  hvt  ar- 
rived at  perfection.  Upon  the  best  authority,  we  ftaie 
the  furnaces,  forges,  and  bloomeries,  in  the  loitt^ 
States,  to  bo  five  hundred  and  thirty.  The  art  oi  b^* 
ing  cannon  is,  in  many  plscea  in  Europe,  deemed  t 
secret  of  great  imporUnce ;  they  there  keep  their  cot- 
ters concealed  from'  strangers  in  leathern  bags,  h^ 
United  Stetes  this  process  is  so  well  understood,  tint 
sn  inspector  of  our  artillery  has  declared  to  the  wori<l 
**  he  never  was  compelled  to  reject  a  gnn  on  account 
of  a  defect  in  the. bore,"  though  he  examined  "Qp- 
wfids  of  two  thousand  cannon  of  different  caliben." 

It  is  notorious  that  we  may  have  lead,  from  theoiBS 
of  our,  oountry,'to  any  amount.  Our  resources  for  lalt- 
petre  in  the  Western  Stetes  are  said  to  be  inexhtwi' 
able.  Of  aulphur  we  have  a  considerable  stock  in 
store.  Each  of  the  Stetes  can  furnish  an  exteaii*^ 
catalogue  of  powder  milia ;  their  number  in  the  ^^' 
ten  Stetes  amounts  to  two  hundred  and  seven,  an^ 
many  of  them  are  celebrated  for  the  excellence  of  tb^ 
powder.  Notwithstanding  theae  facto,  it  is  necenvj  ^ 
repeat,  that  under  the  preaeut  aapect  of  afbin,  it  '^ 
proper  a  further  proviaion  of  all  the  munitions  of  wtf 
be  forthwith  made.  Expenditures  to  a  considerable 
amount,  when  applied  to  such  purposes,  will  ultimM 
be  found  to  be  economy  in  the  true  sense  and  meaoi"^ 
ofthe  term,  by  the  aaving  of  the  difference  between  tb^ 
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)Teseot  prices  «nd  rach.M  will  be  demanded  when  we 
ball  be  at  war.  In  oonlbrmity  with  theae  i^iewa,  your 
»mmittee  b^  leave  to  report  a  hill. 

Mr.  Seybert,  from  the  sam«  committee,  aho 
resented  a  bill  aathorizing  the  purchase  of  ord- 
ance  and  ordnance  stores,  camp  equipage,  and 
ther  quartermaster's  stores,  and  small  arms; 
rhich  was  read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
r  the  Whole  on  Friday  next. 

FOREIGN  RELATIONS. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
be  unfinished  business,  being  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr,  Ramdolpb  said^  that  he  could  not  express 
is  deep  sense  of  the  politeness  of  the  Hbuse.  ex- 
ept  by  the  regret  he  felt  at  the  Yery  poor  return 
7hicb  they  were  about  toreceiYC  for  their  indul- 
eoce.  He  lamented  that  it  was  not  in  his  power 
0  thankj  in  the  name  of  all  the  old  Republi- 
ansof  1798  and  1799,  his  worthy  friend  from 
forth  Carolina,  (Mr.  Stanford,)  for  the  sound, 
ensible.  pertinent,  and  ConstitutionaV  speech. 
rhich  he  had  delivered  the  other  day  against  this 
esolation.  But  he  feared,  if  a  writ  were  to  issue 
gainst  that  old  party — as  had  been  facetioiisly 
lid.  io  another  liody,  of  our  Yaliant  Army— it 
rould  be  impossible  for  a  constable  with  a  search 
rarrant  to  find  it.  There  must  be  a  return  of 
on  est  inventus.  Death,  resignation..and  deser* 
on.  had  thinned  their  ranks.  Th'ey  had  disap- 
eared.  New  men  and  new  doctrines  had  sue- 
eeded.  He  was  astonished  at  the  frailty  of  some 
lemorie^;  or  rather,  at  their  aptness  to  remem- 
er  to  forget  eYery  thing  but  what  subserved  their 
resent  purposes. 

Diluted  (town,  and  frittered  aWay,  indeed,  as 
lis  proposition  had  been  by  his  wortny  colleague. 
Mr.  Nelson,)  and  his  excellent  'friend  from 
Jonh  Carolina,  (Mr.  Macon,)  it  was  compara- 
veiy  a  subject  of  small  importance.  Yet,  as 
rgued  by  others,  it  assumed'  the  most  imposing 
magnitude.  It  was  no  less  than  a  question  of 
rar  or  peace.  Mr.  R.  proceeded  to  compare  the 
revocations  of  France  in  1798  with  any  now 
omptained  of,  and  to  show  the  inconsistency  of 
tepublicans  in  supporting' the  present  measures, 
le  said  he  would  state  some  among  many  of  the 
auses  of  difference  at  that  time  between  the  two 
Republics.  Yes,  sir,  the  French  Republic  1^^ 
eighty  magic  then  in  the  phrase.  It  was  almost 
s  potent  as  the  terms  Emperor  and  King  in  later 
ays.  He  referred  to  the  Message  of  the  Prtesi- 
ent  of  June  18,  1798,  accompanied  by  the  cor- 
espondence  of  our  Ministers  at  Paris  with  the 
'rench  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations.'  After 
eptying  to  his  threie  several  heads  of  complaidt 
gainst  us,  our  Envoys  had  proceeded  to  expose 
be  monstrous  violation  on  the  part  of  France  of 
very  principle  of  justice  and  of  public  law,  and 
Q  open  defiance  of  her  plighted  faith  to  the  Uni- 
ed  Stales : 

"^The  nndenigned  will  not  resume,  Citizen  Minis- 
sr,lbe  painful  task  of  re-urging  the  multipled  injuries 
vhich  have  been  accumulated  on  their  country,  and 
^liich  have  beeu  in  some  degree  detailed  in  their  me- 


morial of  the  17th  Januaiylast.  They  cannot,  how- 
ever, decline  to  remonstrate  against  a  measure,  which 
has  been  annuunced  since  that  date.  The  legislative 
coancUs  of  the  French  Republic  have  decreed  tha^^ 

*'  1st.  The  condition  of  ships  in  everything  which 
concerns  their  character  as  nentraU  or  epemiesy  shall 
be  determined  by  then:  cargo ;  consequently,  every  ves- 
sel found  at  sea,  laden  in  whole  or  in  part  with  mer- 
chandise, coming  out  of  England  or  its  possessions, 
shall  be  declared  good  prise,  whoever  may  be  the  .pro- 
prietors of  such  commodities  or  merchandise. 

"  Sndly.  No  foreign  vessel,  which,  in  the  course  of 
its  voyage,  shall  have  entered  into  an  English  porty 
shsll  be  admitted  into  any  port  of  the  French  Repnb-' 
Ik,  but  in  the  case  of  necessity ;  in  which  case  the 
vessel  shall  be  obliged  to  depart  from  such  port  as  soon 
as  the  oau^  of  entry  shall  have  ceased." 

This  decree  went  td  swee^  off  the  ocean  every 
ship  of  the  United  States,  and  almost  of  the 
whole  world — for,  except  perhaps  a  Chinese  junk, 
there  was  hardly  a  Yessel  to  be  found  on  the 
Ocean  without  some  artidje  of  merchaQdise  that 
had  ^HM)me  out  of  England  or  its  possessidns." 
It  was  an  interdict' of  the  direct  trade  in  our  own 
Commodities,  for  no  vessel  <!ould  take  tobacco, 
cotton,  bread-stuff,  &c.,  to  London  or  Liverpool, 
and  bring  back  a  return  cargo,  without  coming 
under  that  decree;  and,  without  returns,  there 
could  be  no  export,  for  export  and  import  were 
correlative  terms;  the. one  could  hot  exist  with- 
out the  other ;  there  could  as  soon  be  a  wife  with- 
out a  husband,  a  child  without  a  parent,  a  mas- 
ter without  a  servant ;  the  one  implied  the  other. 
To  talk<of  export  without  import  was  argument 
tum  ex  abaurao.  Here,  then,  was  a  prohibition 
of  that  direct  trade,  that  pittance,  that  minimwn 
of  maritime  right,  for  which  gentlemen  are  now 
willing  to  go  to  war.  He  put  these  facts  to  gen- 
tlemen who  now  stickle  about  the  direct  trade^ 
with  which  the  Orders  in  Council  interfere. 
Was  he,  therefore,  the  defender  of  those  Orders'? 
He  stated  the  parallel  cases  to  show  that  against 
the  anti-nedtral  decrees  of  France,  Republicans 
had  refused  to  vote  armies  and  fleets.  But  those 
times  had  passed  away.  The  sternness  of  our 
republican  principles  had  not  then  melted  away^ 
by  basking  in  the  sunshine  of  a  republican  Court. 
He  would  not  enter  into  a  disgusting  recital  of 
other  French  injuries  and  al>ominationsi  he 
would  confine  himself  to  those  daring  maritime 
insults  and  aggressions,  which  had  been  chastised 
by  the  valor  of  American  tars,  while  happily  the 
fteets'of  our  enemy  were  pinioned  in  port,  or  crip- 
pled at  sea,  by  her  great  rival.  It  was  matter  of 
curiosity  to  look  into  some  of  the  causes  of  com- 
plaint urged  against  us  by  the  notorious  citizen 
Talleyrand,  ex -bishop  of  Autun,  &c.  In  his  ca- 
pacity of  Minister  or  Foreign  Relations,  he  had, 
among  other  complaints,  represented  to  our  Min- 
isters, in  an  official  note,  that  "The  newspapers 
'  kn&wn  to  be  under  the  indirect  control  of  the 
^  Cabinet,  have,  since  the  treaty,  redoubled  the 
'  iuYectives  and  calumnies  against  the  Republic. 
'  and  against  her  principles,  her  magistrates,  and 

*  her  Envoys.    Pamphlets^  openly  paid  for  by  the 

*  Minister  of  Great  Britam,  have  reproduced^  in 
I '  every  form,  those  insults  and  calumnies ;  with- 
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*•  but  a  state  of  things  »o  scanc&lous  having  ever 
*  attracted  the  attenifon  of  the  Government, 
'which  might  have  repressed  it.  On  the  cob- 
^  trary.  the  Government  iti^elf  was  intent,  upon 
'  encouraging  this  scandal  in  its  public  acts." 
We  had  greater  inducements  to  raise  men  in 
«  1798  than  now.  There  were  then  French  pos- 
sessions in  our  neighborhood,  from  which  a  pre* 
<)atory  war,  under  French  and  Spanish  colors, 
had  been  waged  upon  our  commerce,  even  in  our 
own  harbors,  and  on  our  own  shores,,  which  had 
no  parallel,  unless  in  the  depredations,  the  rapine 
and  plunder  of  the  Barbary  corsairs  on  the  oppo- 
site coasts  of  Christendom.  Our  little  fleet. at 
that  time  triumphed  in  the  West  Indian  seas»  It 
was  in  our  poWer  to  have  applied  the  remedy  to 
the  actual  seat  of  the  disease.  Not  only  was  our 
fail' and  legitimate  commerce  with  England  pro- 
hibited— the  trade  from  London  -to  New  York, 
and,  by  consequence,  from  New  York  to  London — 
but  we  were  forbidden  to  barter,  even  with  a 
neutral,  for  any  article  "  coming  out  of  Enc^land, 
or  its  possessions;"  nay,  more--*our  vessels  en- 
gaged in  any  sucli  trade,  were,  ipsofacto^  stamped 
with  the  character  of  enemy.  The  cargo — even 
the  minutest  part  of  it — a  sic^gle  volume,  printed 
in  England,  determined  the  character  of  the 
whole,  and  of  the  vessel  also.  It  was  a  commer- 
cial attainder,  working  a  general  corruption  of 
the  whole  mass. 

The  nation  had  been  brought  into  its  present 
alarming  and  unprecedented  situation  by  means 
in  no  wise  unaccountable — by  steps  as  direct  and 
successive  as  Hogarth's  celebrated  series  of  prints, 
"  The  Rake's  Progress^"  beginning  at  the  gaming 
table  and  ending  in  a  jail,  or  in  bedlam*  Our 
difficulties  began  to  show  themselves  in  1805  and 
1606,  when  a  wist  man  from  the  Eaat  (Bid  well) 
was  sent  to  goverii  the  American  House  of  Com- 
mons, in  quality  of  manager.  With  what  degree 
of  fidelity  he  had  discharged  this  duly,  we  ought 
jud^e  from  that  which  he  had  since  displayed  in 
far  inferior  trusts.  We  had  commenced  our  sys- 
tem somewhat  on  the  plan  of  Catharine  of  Rus- 
sia, when  siie  lent  her  nominal  aid  to  the  coali- 
tion; we  had  dealt  even  more  profusely  than  she 
in  manifestoes;  we  began,  under  the  instigation 
of  mercantile  cupidity,  to  contend-  by  proclama- 
tiotis  and  resolutions  for  the  empire  of  the  ocean. 
But,,  instead  of  confining  ourselves  as  she  had 
done  to  this  bloodless  warfare,  we  must  copy 
the  wise  example  of  her  successors,  and  after  our 
battle  of  Friedland,  he  supposed,  we  also  should 
have  our  peace  of  Tilsit.  He  gave  the  little  mi- 
nority praise  for  havioff  kept  the  Administration 
in  checK,  under  the  saTuiary  restraint  of  a  rigor- 
bus  examination  of  their  acts — ^although  the  Ad- 
ministration had  run  away  with  the  credit  of 
wishing  to  take  a  strong  attitude,  and  had  thrown 
the  blame  of  thwarting  their  measures  on  the 
opposition.  That  opposition  had  been  composed 
of  all  sects  and  persuasions ;  but  he  now  perceived 
that  the  greater  part  of  them  (the  Federalists) 
.had  gone  over  to  the  Court  party,  for  a  very  ob^- 
vious  reason — because  they  foresee  at  the  end  of 
the  journey,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  your  defeat  will 


secure  th^ir  triumph,  I  wish  the  gentleauii  n 
my  left  (the  majority)  joy  of  their  new  tiard* 
ling  companions.  ^ 

But  he  could  trace  the  origin  of  our  preaest 
difficuliies  a  little  further  hack  than  the  yean 
1805  and  1806— to  the. refusal  t)f  our  GoverDineiU 
to  OTolbng  the  llx^^xy  of  London,  which,  by  iti 
ovi/n  limitations,  had  expired  within  two  yean 
after  the  conclusion  of  the  war.  But  for  t:ifl 
truce  of  Amiens — for  it  hardly  deserved -the  same 
of  a  peace — that  treaty  would  now  he  io  opera* 
tion.  The  refusal  to  prolong  its  stipulatioos.  at 
least  dnring  the  continuance  of  the  war;  to  coih 
sider  the  peace  of  Amiens  as  in  efiRect  noactoii 
termination  of  the  contest ;  tire  rejection  of  the 
overtures  made  by  the  English  Ministry  to  reio- 
state  it,  was  a  capital  error,  for  which  no  staw* 
man  could  atone.  Admitting,  for  argumeot^ 
sake,  the  treaty  to  have  been  in  the  first  iostaau 
impolitic ;  yet,  on  the  accession  of  the  late  Pre^ 
dent  to  the  chair — he  might  as  well  say  t^e 
throne,  for  he  understood  a-throne  to  be  oal}  i 
magnificent  chair — under  the  practical  operati^B 
of  that  treaty,  the  comriaerce  of  the  country  was 
in  the  ^fuU  tide  of  successful  experiment"  1: 
was,  to  say  the  best  of  it.  whim,  madness,  a  mag- 
got of  the  brain,  the  wildest  of  vagaries,  to  refosi 
to  prolong  that  treaty  when  it  was  proposed  by 
the  British  Qovernmeot.  thus  laying  the  foaodi' 
tion  for  a  breach  which  nas  since  been  wideoiog. 
Oa  the  Revolution  of  1801,  that  GoverDment 
had  been  led  to  apprehend,  fri>m  the  laDgoa^ 
held  by  prostituted  presses  in  this  country—^e 
meant  the  nresses^of  botji  parties— -that  the  per- 
sons who  then  came  iato  power  would  throw 
themselves  into  the  arms  oF  France.  But  they 
were  agreeably  disappointed ;  they  were  soon  qa* 
deceived.  This  Government  was  at  that  time 
directed  by  men  who  anderstood  and  pursued  the 
true  interest  of  the  country.  Mr.  R.  said  ihat 
he  stood  in  such  a  situation,  at  that  time,  as  ena- 
bled him  to  pronounce  that  ever^  fear  of  that 
sort  on  the  part  of  the  British  Cabinet  was  dissi* 
pat«d.  An  unfeigned  cordiality  had  been  kept 
up  between  us  and  the  Court  of  St.  James,  with- 
out, at  the  same  time,  disturbing  the  aroiiy  sub- 
sisting between  us  and  France.  Even  the  refu- 
sal to  renew  the  Treaty  of  London,  ill  advised 
as  it  was,  did  not  immediately  impair  the  good 
understanding  which  existed  between  Great  Brit- 
ain and  the  United  Sutes.  But  to  this,  after 
some  ill-timed  threats  and  bickerings,  succeeded 
the  rejection  of  the  Treaty  of  Mr.  Monroe— be 
said  of  Mr.  Monroe,  because,  although  aociher 
ffentleman  wa3  united  with  him  ia  the  mission, 
he  suspected  that  he  bad  as  little  efiic i en t  agency 
in  that  treaty  as  Mr.  R.  himself.  He  beliered, 
that  at  'ihis  time,.we  should  be  very  williog  to 
accept  of  that  scouted  treaty,  even  with  rhe caceo/ 
of  Lords  Holland  and  Auckland  attached  to  it— 
for  in  that  light  he  had  always  considered  the 
obnoxious  note:  Surely  it  was  more  candid  and 
honorable  to  api>rize  us,  beforehand,  of  their  in- 
tent ions,  under  a  certain  contingency,  than  to 
hold  it  up  in  mental  reservation  until  theereot 
should  have  occurred.    In  any  event,  that  note. 
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wenr  it  migkt  be  objeclod  tq  upon  principU, 
IS  couched  io  term*  not  merely  taofiensiire,  but 
corous  aad  respectful..   At  aoy  rate,  after  the 
teoftlMi  Duke  of  Ca4ore.  w4i&  had  declared  us 
be  ^'without  booof,  without  energy,  without 
i  political  views^"  who  had  likened  us  to  the 
looial  Assembly  of  J»maie& ;  who  had  kindly 
red  us  the  trouble  of  declaring  war;  galled 
1  seared  as  we  bad  been   by  bis  taunts,  we 
lold  hardly  turn  up  our  noses  at  the  note  of 
!  British  Commissioners.    The  imperial  chal- 
of  iasuU  had  been  drained  to  the  rery  dregs. 
eo  our  diplomatic   worm    had    turned   and 
itbed  beneath  the  heel  of  the  imperial  oppres- 
.   Yes,  we  would  UDquestiooably  be  williog 
occupy  the  ground  offered  to  us  in  180^,  to 
!epi  the  terms  of  .that  despised  aod  rejected 
aiy— rejected,  as  if  in  scorn-^but  for  purposes 
)  visible  to  need  explanation  or  comment.  S ap- 
se, sir,  at  this  day  you  had  to- require  the  opin- 
lof  the  Executive  Governmeot  on  the  .merits 
that  instrument,  of  whom  would  you  demand 
)  Through  what  channel  would  you  receive 
]  Mr.  Rl  presumed*  through  the  Department 
State.  By  whose  opinion  would  you  be  guided, 
that  of  the  ex-Secretary,  or  of  the  Secretary 
&ct1    How  would  you  settle  the  matter  b^ 
eeo  them?    Would  you  compound  it? 
But  we  are  told,  jand  by  men  of  honor  too,  that 
i  stand  pledged  to  France.    I  wm  oot  sur- 
ise<},sir,to  see. this  asserted  by^^KUious  jour- 
lists,  but  I  confess  my  ^slooiehment  ^  nay,  my 
lef  aad  indignation,  when  I  hear  it  asserted  on 
is  floor,  by  men  whom  I  honor,  whom  I  love, 
bom  1  revere !    Bound  to  France,  as  Sinbad 
e  sailor  was  bound  to  the  putrifyibg  eorpseof 
s  deceased  wife.    If  so,  then  have  we  sealed' 
ir  perdition.    Will  any  man  contend  that  we 
ire  the  right  to  transfer  to  a  foreign  Despot  the 
)wer  of  making  war  for  U3,  upon  whom  .and 
heo  he  shall  please?    No,  sir,  I  den^  it  \  such  is 
»tour  miserable,  our  hopeless  condition.    We 
e  Dot  hound  to  France,  and,  so  help  me  Grod, 
iih  my  consent,  we  never  shall  be  so  bound* 
rbat  will  your  constituents  say  to  this?    Sup- 
wethey  crowd  your  table  with  memprials  and 
istr  actio  OS  against  this  measure,  will  you  reply 
them  with  the  coolness  of  a  modern  duellist — ' 
^eare  bound  in  hopor}  we  are  sorry  for  it,  but 
iDDot  help  it..    The  sacred  trust  which  you  re- 
used ia  us  we  (lave  betrayed ;  ihe  high  attributes 
sorereigoty,  the  power  of  war  and  peace  with, 
hich  you  clothed  us  for  your  own  good,  we 
Ave  made  over,  by  legislative  legerdemain^  to 
te  great  oppressor  of  our  name  and  race.    We 
[«  »pell  bound,  under  incantationy  and   roust 
^1-'   Will  \hB  people  endur^   thisi    Is  ihe 
ower  of  making  war  transferred  from  the  Ameri- 
ca Congress  to  France?  and  by  chicanery  too? 
wund  to  Prance  !    By  what  ?    9y  a  contriv- 
ance, an  artifice  the  most  bungling— by  k  quibble 
^bich  a  Newgate  solicitor  would  blush  to  plead 
^  har  of  an  indictmerit  for  felony.    But,  sir,  if 
^^  hare  sold  yourselves  into  foreign  bondage,  I 
l^^y  you  to  show  me  the  equivalent,  the  quid 
'^0  9U0.    What  have  you  got  in  exchange  irom 


the  tyrant  of  the  earth?  Where  is  the  mes9  of 
pottage,  the  miserable  dish  of  Freneh  broth,  of 
soup  maigre,  for  Which  you  have  bartered  away 
your  birthright;  the  birthright  of  a  whole  people  ; 
the  right  of  self-government ;  the  power  over  war 
and  peace !  Shall  we  look  into  the  official,  re- 
sponsible correspondence,  of  our  own  Qovern- 
ment  for  this  equivaleht?    We  have  (heir  un- 

?|uestioDable  testimooy  that  France  has  played  us 
alse.  The  Secretary  of  State,  in  his  letter  of 
the  lOth  of  December  last  to  General  Turreau 
jays: 

**  The  act  of  Congress  of  May  last  htd  for  its  object, 
not  merely  the  recognitioji  of  a  apeeulative  legitimate 
principler  but  the  enj<^ment  of  a  substaatisl  benefit. 
The  overture  therein  presentedi  obviously  embraced 
the  idea  of  commercial  advantage.  It  included  the 
reasonable  belief  that  an  abrogation  of  the  Berlin  and 
MiUn  decrees  would,  leave  the  ports  of  France  as  free 
for  the  introduction  of  the  product  of  the  Vniied 
States  as  they  were  previously  to  the  promulgation  of 
those  decrees* 

**  The  restrictions  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decree 
had  the  effect  of  restraining  the  American  merchants 
from  sending  their  vessels  to  France:  The  interdic- 
tion in  the  system  that  has  been  substituted,  against 
the  admission  of  American  products,  will  have  the 
effect  of  imposing  upon  them  an  eqnal  restraint  If, 
then',  for  the  revoked  decrees,  municipal  laws,  pro- 
ducing the  same  commercial  effect,  have  been  substi- 
tuted, the  mode  only,  and  not  the  measure,  has  under- 
gone an  alteration." 

France,  then,  by  the  solemn  declaration  of  our 
own  Goveromerit)  has  done  by  municipal  decrees 
what  her  edicts  of  Berlin,  Milan,  dbc^  could  cot 
more   coinpletely  have  effected.     Like  a  true 
chevcdUr  d/indttstrie^  she  tells  you — ^  My  decrees 
shall  be  withdrawn :''  and,  when  she  has  you  in 
ber  clutches,  she  achieves  her  purpose  of  robbery 
and  plunder  by  a  change  of  tne  mode — munici" 
paUy — by  municipal  decrees — and  ijve,  good  easy 
men,  are  satisfied.    She  may  rob  and  plunder  to 
her  heart's  content;  she  may  violate  every  right 
of  hospitality ;  decoy  us  into  her  ports,  and  then 
strip  us  to  the  skin — bbt  mark,  I  pray  you,  not 
under  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees — not  under 
"edicts  afiecting  our  neutral  relation«"-^but  as 
bow,  I  beseech  you  ?  Why,  in  a  civil  way— mu- 
nfcipally.    To  be  pledged  to  France,  (suppose 
it  possible,)  we  must  have  a  bona  fide  revocation 
of  her  unjust  edicts  carried  into  lasting  effect — 
not  a  subtle,  oracular,  Delphic  response,  ^  which 
keeps  the  word  of  promise  to  the  ear.  but  breaks 
it  to  the  hope."    Can  you  carrv  your  tobacco, 
cotton,  or  bread-stuffs  to  France?  GK)  with  your 
tobacco ;  there  is  but  one  buyer,  and,  of  course, 
can  be  but  one  seller  to  supply  her  market. .  The 
imperial  tobacconist  possesses  the  monopoly ;  he 
gives  you  what  he  pleases,  and  that  you  must 
take.    To  be  sure  you  have  the  privilege  of  trans- 
porting^ it  by  land  from  Bordeaux,  seven  hundred 
miles,^  into  Germany.    Your  cotton  is  excluded 
by  enormous  duties;  your  bread-stuffs  she  does 
not  want.    She  secretly  supplies  them  herself  to 
her  enemy,  at  the  same  time  that  she  interdicts 
your  supply,  which  might  come  into  competition 
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with  hers.  Whether  the  Orders  in'Coancil  are 
repealed  I  know  not,  and  I  care  not.  They  do 
not  prereat  us  from  tradings  with  France;  France 
-herself  excludes  us.  They  have  not  prevented 
thirty  millions  of  American  property  from  find- 
ing its  way  into  the  ports.of  France^  and  thence 
iiito  the  imperial  cpffers.  How  did  this  property 
eet  there?  He  spoke  of  the  practical  effect  of 
tne  Orders  in  Council.  TheiV  principle,  or  want 
of  principle,  was  another  thing.  **  The  Berlin 
and  Milan  decrees,"  as  our  omti  Gbvernment  had 
officially  pronounced,  "had  restrained  the  Ameri- 
can mer<ihants  from  sending  their  vessels  to 
France."  No  sooner  were  they  duped  into  a  be- 
•  lief  that  these  injurious  decrees  were^  or  would 
be  removed,  thmn  thirty  millions  of  American 
property  (the  Orders  in  Council  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding)  found  its  way  to  France,  to  be 
caught  in  her  municipal  trap.  And  we  are  to  go 
to  war  for  the  privilege  of  a  scanty  trade,  under 
licenses,  with  France — taking  our'  returns  in 
French  silks — at  the  very  instant  that  we  our- 
selves are  passing  prohibitory  and  highly  penal 
laws  against  this  very  licensed  trade  1  This  is 
the  consummation  of  folly  and  in<ronsistency. 

Reverse  the  picture — suppose  your  vessels  con- 
demned in  English  ports  for  having  touched  at  a 
French  port,  or  having  been  searched  by  a  French 
cruiser.  The  proceeds  poured  Into  the  coffers  of 
the  British  Exchequer  to  the  amount  of  thirty 
millions.  The  British  Ministry  mock  you  with 
a  nominal  revocation  of  their  Orders  in  Council, 
bubstituting  some  conti-ivance  that  answers  the 
same  end.  Your  diplomatic  puppet  gathers eour- 
age  to  ask  for  the  pIunderedj)roperty  of  our  citi- 
zens. He  is  told,  with  true  French  nonchalance, 
'*  Whyr,  as  to  that  afikir,  it  is  to  be  settled  by  the 
'  law  of  reprisal."  What  would  you  say  ?  Sir, 
you  are  laughed  at  as  idiots,  for  expecting  the 
restoration  of  thirty  millions  from  the  grasp  of  a 
foreign  Power — and  that  power  France!  You 
may  as  well  go  to  Algiers  to  look  for  the  fnoney. 

Mr.  R.  said,  that  having  attempted  to  describe 
the  aggressions  of  France  in  1798  and  1799, 
when  the  Republicans  refused  to  go  to  war  with 
her,  he  would  now  advert  to  injuries  ,of  a  later 
date,  and  he  challenged  a  comparison  of  them 
with  those  of  lE^ny  nation  under  the  sun. ' 

In  the  year  IsOO,  a  treaty  was  negatiated  by 
Mr.  Davie,  and  other  Conamissioners  appointed 
by. Mr.  Adams,  with  the  present  ruler  of  the 
•French  Empire.  This  treaty,  signed  by  Bona^ 
parte's  own  handj  was  ratified  by  the  late  Presi- 
dent (Mr.  Jefferson)  and  the  Senate,  the  succeed- 
ingyear. 

The  third  article  provides  for  the  mutual  res- 
toration of  the  public  ships  taken  during  the  ex- 
istence of  hostiuties  between  the  two  contracting 
parties : 

The  fourth  for  the  restoration  of  property  cap- 
tured (in  actual  war)  and  not  definitively  con- 
demned: 

The  sixth  declares  "that  commerce  between 
the  parties  shall  be  free.*^  The  subsequent  con- 
duct of  the  French  Government  is  a  suitable 


Frenefa  freedom,  he  supposed.    Bat  bear  tbeSiii 
article: 

^  To  fayor  commerce  on-  both  sides,  it  is  agreed, 
that,  if  in  case  a  war  shoaid  break  ont  between  the 
two  na^ons,  which  God  forbid !  the  term  of  six  noDtb 
after  the  declaration  of  war  shall  be  allowed  to  the 
meiehanti  and  other  citiiene,  «nd^  inhabitants  Tetped- 
vreljf  on  the  one  ride  and  the  other,  dnring  which  tiae 
thay  shall  be  at  liberty  fo  withdraw  themselves,  with 
their  eflects  and  moveables,  which  they  shall  bettli^ 
erty  to  carry,  send  away  or  sell,  as  |hey  please,  vith- 
out  the  least  obstniction.  Nor  shall  their  e£fecii, 
much  less  their  persons,  be  seized,  during  sach  tern 
of  six  months.  On  the  eontrary,  passports,  whieli 
shall  be  valid  for  a  time  necessary  for  their  reton, 
shall  be  given  to  them  for  their  vessels,  and  the  eiikti 
which  they  shall  be  willing  to  send  away  or  canywiih 
them ;  and  such  passports  shall  be  a  safe  coDduct 
against  all  insults  and  prizes  which  privateen  mij 
attempt  against  their  persons  and  effects.  And  if  uj 
thing  be  taken  from  them,  or  any  injury  done  to  tkes 
or  their  effscts,  by  one  of  the  parties,  thor  dtixenior 
inhabitants,  within  the  term  above  prescribed,  foil  tA- 
isfoctton  shall  be  made  to  them  on  that  eocoant" 

And  yet,  sir;  in  a  time  of  profound  peace;  is 
the  Ince  of  this  eolemn  stipulation;  in  ibettttii 
of  this  treaty,  siffned  by  his  own  hand,  wheotlu 
imperial  mler  ot  France  himself  coiild  not  iosii- 
uate  that  wehad  infringed  one  iota  of  it,  had  oar 
merchants  been  decoy^  into  his  ports,  robbei 
ineaccermted,  treated  with  every  species  of  con- 
tumely and  disgrace^  in- a  manner  in  which,  bid 
We  been  at  open  war  with  France,  he  was  not  at 
liberty  to  treat  them  until  after  a  fair  notice  of 
six  months.  In  Bordeaux,  Antwerp,  Amster* 
dam — in  every  port  und^r  the  control  of  France- 
not  forgetting  Naples,  the  kiugdom  of  Joacbia 
Murat — there  hed  been  one  uninterrupted  scene 
of  American  phioder.  In  private  life,  there  vu 
a  description  of  mei^  so  flagitious,  so  ootohoos 
for  the  disregard  of  every  principle  of  moralitr, 
honor,  and  religion,  as  to  be  considered  priTi* 
le^ed  to  do  and  to  say  what  they  pleased  ;  aodio 
this  class  we  seemed  disposed  to  rank  the  pre:»es! 
ruler  of  France.  He  stood  absolved  from  all  the 
obligations  which  are  binding  on  other  meo.  No 
act  or  turpitude,  or  ill  faith  from  him,  coold  ex- 
cite any  emotion  or  surprise^  it  was  overlooked 
as  a  matter  of  coarse. 

By  the  Article  12th.  « It  shall  be  lawfal  for  the  do- 
zens of  either  country  to  sail  with  their  ships  and  me^ 
chsndise  (contraband  goods  always  Excepted)  fraa 
any  port  whatever,  to  any  pbrt  of  the  enemy  of  the 
other,  and  to  sail  and  trade  with  their  ships  and  jdct- 
chandise  with  perfect  i^curity  and  liberty,  from  tbe 
countries,  ports,  and  places,  of  those  who  are  the  cac- 
miea  of  both,  or  of  either  party,  without  any  oppoa* 
tion  or  disturbance  whatsoever ;  and  to  pass  not  only 
directly  from  the  places  and  ports  of  the  enemy  sfoi»> 
mentioned,  to  neutral  ports  and  places,  bot  also  froiB 
one  place  belonging  to  an  enemy  to  another  pltce 
belonging  to  an  enemy,  whether  they  be  mider  tbe 
jurisdiction  of  the  same  Power,  or  under  the  several; 
unless  such  ports  or  places  shall  be  actually  blockadeil 
besieged,  or  invested. 

*<  Article  14th.  It  is  hereby  stipubted  that  free  sbip> 
shall  give  a  freedom  to  goods,  and   that  eveiythifli^ 


ommentary   on   this   text-.'' free."     This  was  1  shall  be  deemed  to  be  free  and  exempt  which  shsii  be 
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9und  on  board  tfie  fliiptf  belonging  to  the  citixens  6f 
ither  of  the  contraeting  parties,  although  the  whole 
adin^y  or  any  part  thereof,  should  appertmn  to  the 
nemies  of  either,  contraband  ^'gooda  being  always  ez- 
epted." 

Under  this  article  our  ship^  have  been  bumf 
nd  sunk  on  the  high  seas,  in  the  p'rosecation  oi 
heir  lawful  trade. 

*' Article  17.  And  that  captures  on  light  suspicions 
lay  be  avoided,  and  injuries  thence  arising  prevented , 
;  is  agreed  that  when  one  party  shall  be  engaged  in 
rar,  and  the  other  party  be  neutbr,  the  ships  of  the 
eutral  party  ahaU  be  furnished  with  passports  similar 
)  that  described  in  the  fourth  article,  that  it  may  ap- 
ear  thereby  that  the  ships  redly  belong  to  the  citi- 
eas  of  the  neutral  party;  they  .shall  be  v^dvfoc  any 
umber  of  voyagea,  but  shaU  be  renewed  every  year — 
Ut  is,  if  the  ship  happens  to  return  home  in  the  space 
f  a  year.  If  the  iiiips  are  (aden,  they  shall  be  pro- 
ided  not  only  with  the  passports  abovementioned)  but 
Iso  with  certi6cate8  similar  to  those  described  in  the 
ime  article,  so  that  it  may  be  known  whether  they 
irry  any  contraband  goodn.  No  other  paper  shall  be 
squired,  any  usage  or  ordinance  to  the  contrary  not> 
rithstanding.  And  if  it  shall  not  appear  from  the  said 
ertificates  that  Uiere  are  contraband  goods  on  board 
ny  such  ship,  and  the  commander  of  the  same  shall 
^  to  deliver  them  up,  the  ofSet  shall  be  accepted, 
ad  the  ship  shall  be  at  liberty  to  pursue  its  voyage, 
niess  the  quantity  of  contraband  goods  be  greater 
lan  can  conveniently  be  received  on  board  the  ship 
f war,  or  privateer,  m  which  case  the  ship  may'  be 
irried  into  pcftt  for  the  delivery  of  the  same.'' 

Article  18.  Regulates  the  manner  of  search^ 
for  the  avoidance  of  disorder  and  abuse." 

But  why  recite  these  stipulations,  wheii  our 
linisfer  at  Paris  had  been  compelled  to  state  to 
le  French  GoveromeDt,  "that  to  appeal  to  our 
)lemn  treaty  with  the  ruler  of  Fraijce,  or  to  the 
iws  of  nations,"  which  are  the  principles-  of  etcr- 
al  justice  and  truth,  "  would  be  literally  to  ap- 
eal  to  the  dead.^'  And  yet,  with  all  this  glaring 
isiimooy  of  French  perfidy,  injustice,  idjury, 
od  insult,  we  hear  of  pledges  to  Prance^  of  de- 
igoating  our  enemy,  and  that  enemy  not  France, 
lir,  if  you  go  to  war  it  will  not  be  for  the  pro- 
action  of,  or  defence  of  vour  maritime  rights, 
reatlemen  from  the  North  have  been  taken  up 
)  some  high  mountain  and  shown  all  the  king- 
oms  of  the  earth;  and  Canada  seems  temptioe 
I  their  sighL  That  rich  vein  of  Qennesee  land, 
rhich  is  said  to  be  even  better  on  the  other  side 
f  the  Uke  than  on  this.  Agrarian  cupidity,  not 
laritime  right,  urges  the  war.  Ever  since  the 
eport  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations 
ame  into  the  House^  we  bave  heard  i)ut  one  word 
>like  the  whip-poor-will,  burone  eternal  monot- 
Dous  tone — Canada !  Canada !  Canada  1  Not  a 
yllable  about  Halifax,  which  unquestionably 
hould  be  our  great  object  in  a  war  for  maritime 
ecurity.  It  is  to  acquire  a  preponderiog  northern 
afluence,  that  you  are  to  launch  into  war.  For 
urposes  of  maritime  safety,  the  barren  rocks  of 
(ermuda  were  worth  more  to  us  than  all  the 
eserts  through  which  Hearne  and  McKenzie  had 
usbed  their  adventurous  reseatcbes.  Since  this 
reat  bomb,  the  report .  of  the  Committee,  had 


burst  upon  the  House,  Mr.  R.  had  been  anxiously 
waiting  for  some  great  political  or  military  pro-, 
jector  io  point  out  a  way  by  which  we  could  get 
at  Halifax,  or  eyei)  at  Q,uebec»  He  had  seen  and 
heard  nothing  that  indicated  a  tolerably  correct 
information  of  the  subject.  'Whilst  England 
maintained  the  mastety  of  the  seas,  and  could 
throw  supplies  into  them  at  pleasure,  he  supposed 
they  were  to  be  starved  out.  He  was  forcibly 
reminded  of  a  ludicrous  caricature,  published  soon 
after  the  siege  of  Gibraltar.  That  fortress  was 
represented  to  lie  in  the  moon — and  whilst  the 
Duke  de  Crillon  was  making  passes  at  it  with 
B  smaJl  sword,  Don  Q,uixote,  on  his  Rosinante, 
with  Sancbo  (the  best  and  most  honest  Governor 
of  whom  he  had  ever  heard)  mounted  oii  Dapple, 
at  his  back,  exclaimed,  witl|  tr^e  Castilian  grav- 
ity to  his  trust]^  squire, ."  we'll  starve  them  out 
Sancho]"  This  tUbit^  Canada,  which  had  in- 
flamed the  cupidity  of  northern  contractors,  made 
lis  forget  the  disturbances  among  our  savage 
neighbors — the  hostilities  committed  or  meditated 
along  our  whole  northwestern  and  southern  froo* 
tier.  Symptoms  of  discontent  were  manifestinfl^ 
themselves  aroong  the  Creeks — in  the  State  of 
Georgia,  As  to  Louisiana,  he  did  not  consider 
it  as  an  integral  part  of  the  United  States.  We 
had  bought  it  and  might  sell  it — he  felt  himself 
as  much  at  liberty  to  sell  it  as  to  dispose  of  his 
own  slaves.  If  w^  were  to  have  war,  he  hoped 
it  would  be  for  something  of  greater  national 
benefit  than  to  enrich  the  eommiss^ries  and  con- 
tractors from  Michiilimackioac  to  Niagara  and 
FroQtignac. 

He  repelled  the  charge  of  avarice  made  against 
th6  opponents  of  the  present  measure.  Avarice, 
although  the  most  sordid  and  degrading  vice  of 
the  individual  character,  was  one  of  the  first  vir-> 
tues  of  a  statesman.  To  husband  the  public  rev- 
enues, to  ease  the  public  burdens^  where  consistent 
with  the  public  interest,  was  one  of  the  cardinal 
duties  of  a  wise  or  beneficent  Government.  He 
extolled  the  avarice  of  Elizabeth  and  her  Bur- 
leigh and  Walsitigham,  and  that  of  Frederick  the 
Great,  whichj  aided  by  his  genius,  enabled  him  to 
build  up  a  first  rate  power  in  Europe — to  make 
a  Prussia.  He  compared  the  parsimony  of  these 
great  Sovereigns  and  Ministers,  with  the  profu- 
sion and  prodigality  that  had  overthrown  the  mon- 
archy of  the  Bourbons.  We  had  been  told  of 
honor  in  one  scale,  and  dollars  and  cents  in  the 
other — of  cold  calculators— the  calculators  were 
on  the  other  side.  They  begin  at  botne.  Their 
generosity  is  not  misapplied.  They  were  reck- 
oning up  the  portion  of  those  very  dollars  and 
cents  that  might  fall  to  their  share.  Seekers 
after  commissions,  embryo  colonels  and  generals, 
contractors,  commissaries,  and  the  whole  tribe  ot 
leeches  that  fasten  on  tne  public  purse — these 
were  the  true  calculators.  His  friend  from  North 
Carolina,  and  himself  were  calculating  pro  bono 
publico  s  to  save  the  people's  money,  not  to  sbare 
it.  This  was  the  character  of  theit  avarice.  It 
was  not  of  that  description  which  views  with 
equal  eye,  **the  public  million  and  the  private 
groat." 
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Mr.  Randolph  returned  his  thanks  to  Mr. 
Johnson  and  Mr.  Wright  for  the  courtesy  and 


the  feelings  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr. 
Wright,)  who,  thinking  of  that  person  as  he  did, 
had  displayed  much  liberality  towards  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph—he  should  forbear  the  unnecessary  ex- 
pression of  opinions  which  wounded  a  gentleman 
professing  to  be  the  personal  friend  of  Gsneral 
Wilkinson,  and  sincerely  believing  him  innocent. 
Yet  he  must  not  be  understood  as  modifying  the 
opinions,  which  he  had  heretofore  expressed  of 
that  man,  who  was  sometimes  styled  the  Com- 
manderMn-Cbief*  He  had  been  compelled  to 
wade  through  a  mass  of  testimony  respecting 
him,  amofig  which  that  of  the  General  himself 
was  not  the  least  conclusive,  which  left  no  more 
doubt  on  his  mind  as  to  hia  real  character,  than 
he  had  of  the  being  of  a  God— and  he  must  re- 
nounce his  reason  before  his  conviction  on  either 
subject  could  be  shaken.  The  public  sentiment 
had  pronounced  an  irreversible  sentence,  that  no 
mock  tribunal  could  affect.  , 

Mr.  R.  said,  that  he  had  been  misapprehended 
by  th^  gentleman  from  Kentucky^  fMr.  John- 
son.) While  he  held  himself  utterly  irrespon- 
sible for  sentiments  ascribed  to  blm  in  the  public 
prints,  where  it  was  hard  to  tell  whether  his 
Iftoguageor  his  meaning  was  more  perverted  and 
mutilated,  he  should  be  sorry  to  be  misunder- 
stood by  a  gentleman  on  that  floor,  who  had  con- 
ducted himself  in  debate  with  so  much  liberality 
toward  his  adversary  as  that  gentleman  had  dis- 
played. Mr.  R.  had  never  said,  that  on  an  ex- 
plicit requisition  of  troops,  by  the  Executive,  he 
would  vote  the  number  required.  He  had  said, 
that  if  the  Executive,  who  was  charged  wi^h  the 
public  defence,  should  declare  to  that  House  that 
this  force  was  necessary  to  enable  him  to  extend 
that  protection  over  the  United  States  and  their 
dominions,  which  it  was  his  duty  to  see  afforded, 
for  instance,  to  garrison  New  Orleans  against 
meditated  attack ;'  to  guard  against  apprehended 
danger  from  our  savage  neighbors,  or  from  anv 
formidable  European  Power — it  would  be  wita 
great  distrust  of  bis  own  judgment  and  informa- 
tion if  he  refused  the  grant. 

He  had  asked  for  proof  of  British  connexion 
with  the  htte  massacre ;  he  had  been  answered  by 
one  gentleman,  "  I  have  no  doubt  of  it ;"  while 
another  had  attempted  to  show,  from  \\i%  history 
of  our  late  war,  (what  no  man  ever  denied,^  that 
the  Government  of  England  was  capable  of  such 
an  act.  He  foresaw  that  he  should  have  to  post- 
pone his  trip  to  Canada.  He  had  asked  for  proof 
of  the  savages  having  been  instigated  by  the  Brit- 
ish Government,  or  its  agents,  and  he  had  been 
told  of  the  trade  of  the  Northwest  Company. 
Was  that  any  novelty?  Might  we  not  as  well 
charge  ourselves  with  a  participation  in  the  act, 
because  we  had  furnished  them  with  similar  arti- 
cles? Was  the  Northwest  Company  the  British 
Government?  Was  it  in  any  degree  under  the 
control  of  that  Ministry  ?    In  fact,  since  the  non- 


importation act,  had  not  our  agents  been  oblige! 
to  wink  at  a  amuggliI^:  trade  by  that  coBcero.  \\ 
order  that  the  Indians  might  be  foroisihed  viih 
articles  which  we  could  no  longer  supply  ?  Ai » 
the  question  whetlier  the  British  Mioistrf  veie 
capable  of  such  an  act  ?  there  was  nothi&g  lao 
mean,  loo  vile,  too  infamous  for  Goveromeou  to 
do.  The  veteran  politician'  was  onsosceptible  cf 
friendship  or  enmity  ;  he  simulated  the  oac  cr 
the  other,  just  as  it  suited  his  own  indindcal 
interest,  his  own  crooked  schemes  and  plaosofii* 
vancement,  to  which  he  made  every  other  tmxi- 
eration  bend. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  had  express^ 
surprise  at  Mr.  Randolph's  nuinner  of  speal^i&i 
of  our  origin  from  an  English  atock.  CoQldtu: 
geivtleman  repose  his  head  upon  his  pillow  wah- 1 
out  returning  thanks  tp  God  thathewasdesed:iii& ! 
from  English  parentage  ?  Whence  bat  from  t  ji 
origin  came  all  the  blessings  of  life,  so  far  as  puhii- 
cal  privileges  are  concerned  ?  To  what  is  it  ow- 
ing that  we' are  at  this  moment  deliberatiDgaodci 
the  forms  of  a  free  representative  Goreromenil 
Suppose  we  had  been  colonies  of  any  other  Ea* 
ropean  nation — compare  our  coaditton  with  tk 
of  the  Spanish,.  Portuguese,  or  French  sett!^ 
inents  in  America  ?  To  what  was  our  superioriif 
owing?  To  our  Anglo-Saxon  race.  Suppose wt 
had  descended  from  those  nations — from  the  last 
especially,  which  stood  self-condemned,  od  bet 
own  contession,  as  incapable  of  free  Gk>vernmec; 
hugging  her  chains,  glorying  in  her  shame,  pnd* 
inff  herself  ia  the  slave's  fast  poor  distioctioo,  lie 
splendor  of  her  tyrant  master  ?  Had  we  sproo; 
from  the  loins  ot  Frenchmen,  (he  shuddered  it 
the  thought  1)  where  would  have  been  that  proai 
spirit  of  resistance  to  Ministerial  encroachmes* 
on  our  rights  and  liberties^  which  achieved  ov 
independence?  We  should  have  submitted  toti^e 
tea  tax,  the  stamp  act,  and  the  whole  trsia  d 
Grenville  and  North  ministerial  oppression.  Toat 
which  we  lifted  oar  hands  against  in  determioed 
scorn,  would  hare  been  deemed  an  iodoIgeDce. 
Look  at  the  province  of  New  Spain,  or  Mexico,  as 
it  is,  not  with  strict  propriety, called.  With  a  phys- 
ical force  greatly  superior  to  ours  in  1776,  she  bad 
not  dared  to  burst  the  chainsof  Spanish  despotism 
divided,  weakened,  almost  extinct  as  wa^  the 
Spanish  monarchy.^  Mr.  R.  adverted  to  histori- 
cal documents  to  show  that  America  oni^ht  to  be 
proud  of  her  Anglo-Saxon  descent.  We  were 
vastly  particular  about  the  breed  of  oar  hor5ex 
cattle,  and  sheep,  but  careless  of  the  breed  of  hu- 
man nature.  Aiid  yet  to  our  Anelo-Saxoo  orisifl 
we  owed  our  resistance  to  Britisn  tyraoof.  Wdj 
were  the  membefs  of  tbe  first  Congress?  From 
Massachusetts,  Samuel  Adams,  and  t'other  Adams 
too,)  Robert  Treat  Paine,  not  Tom,  FromCon- 
liecticut,  Roger  Sherman,  a  man  of  the  most  pro- 
found political  wisdom.  From  New  York,  Jam« 
Duane,  John  Jay.  From  New  Jersey,  Wiljiain 
Livin^ton.  From  Pennsylvania,  Thomas  Mil- 
fliu.  Trom  Delaware.  Caesar  Rodney,  Thomas 
McKean.  From  Maryland,  William  Paca.  From 
Virginia,  Peyton  Randolph,  George  Wasbingioo. 
Patrick  Henry,  Richard  BUnd;  Edmund  Pefidi^ 
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ton.  From  South  Carolioaj  Henry  Middleton, 
h\ifi  Rutledge,  Christopher  Gadsdeo,  Edward 
Ratledge.  In  what  school  had  these  illustrious 
meo  formed  ihuse  noble  priaciples  of  civil  liberty 
isserted  by  their  eloquenee  and  maiotalned  by 
their  arms?  Amoog  the  grievances  stated  in 
their  remonstrance  to  the  King,  a  ^*  standing 
irroy"  met  us  at  the  threshold.  It  was  corioas 
to  see  in  that  list  of  wrongk,  sa  many  that  had- 
since  been  self-indicted  by  us. 

''The  authority  of  the  Commtnder-in-Ghief,  and 
inder  him,  the-  Brigadier  General,  has»  in  time  of 
leace,  been  rendered  supreme  in  all  the  cWii  govern- 
nents  in  America*" 

Here,  indeed,  only  in  one. 

"The  Commander-in-Chief  of  all  your  Mejesty.^s 
oTces  in  North  America,  has»  in  time  of  peace,  been 
ippointed  Governor  of  a  Colony.'* 

The  same  case  had  happened  here  in  the  ap- 
)0JD(meDt  of  General  .Wilkinson  to  the  govera- 
nent  of  Louisiana. 

"The  charges  of  nsua!  offices  haTe  been  greatly  in- 
ivued;  and  new,  expensive,  and  oppresetve  offices, 
laTe  been  multiplied." 

The  same  case  now. 

"*  The  officers  of  the  customs  are  empowered  to  break 
pen  ai|d  enter  houses,  without  the  authority  of  any 
ml  magistrate,  toiinded  on  legal  information.*' 

This  power,  too,  haj  been  exercised  here. 
"  Humble  and  reasonable  petitions,  from  the  Repre- 
entatives  of  the  people,  have  been  fruitless.*' 

How  does  this  apply  tp  the  petitions  from  our 
ommercial  towns,.some  of  which  were  refused 
efereoce  or  consideration? 

'*  Commerce  haa  been  burdened  with  many  useless 
sd  oppressive  restrictions.** 

Iq  this  we  bad  not  been  behindfaand  with  Lord 
brth  himself. 

"  In  the  last  session  of  Parliament,  an  act  was  passed 
V  blocking  up  the  harbor  of  Boston." 

We  have  blocked  up  every  port  fcom  Maine  to 
leorgia.  These  great  men  never  anticipated  the 
roe  when  our  whole  coast  should  be  under  the 
sper  blockade^  of 'embargo  laws;  whea  these 
lould  be  considered  as  the  legitimate  exercise  of 
or  restrictive  energies ;  they  never  dreamed  of 
3ch  oppressions. 

**  Extending  the  limits  of  Quebec,  abolishing  the 
n^Iisb  and  restoring  the  French  laws,  whereby  great 
ambers  of  British  freemen  are  subjected  to  the  latter, 
id  establishing  an  absolute  Government,  an4  the 
Oman  Catholic  religion  throughout  those  vaat  regions 
ia(  border  on  tho  westeriy  and  northerly  boundaries 
'  the  free,  Protestant,  English  settlements." 

These  truly  great  and  wise  men  were  not  indif- 
!rent  to  the  interesu  of  religion.  They  knew 
od  feU  that  it  was  the  basis  of  all  that  was  val- 
able  In  the  human  character,  that  society  and 
roveroment  cofuld  not  exist  without  itl  They 
ad  not  had  the  benefit  of  ^  The  Age  of  Rea- 
m,"  nor  even  of  ''  The  Rights  of  Man." 

**  From  this  destructive  system  of  Colony  adminis- 
ation,  adopted  since  the  conclusion  of  the  late  war, 
tve  flowed  those  distresses,  dangers,  fears,  and  jeal- 


ousies, that  overwhelm  your  Majesty's  <x>lonie8  with 
affliction ;  and  we  defy  our  most  subtle  and  inveterate 
enemies  to  trace  the  unhappy  differences  between 
Great  Britahi  and  these  colonies,  from  an  earlier  pe- 
riod, or  from  other  causes  than  we  iiave  assigned. 
Had  they  proceeded  on  our  part  from  a  restless  levity 
of  temper^  unjust  impulses  of  ambition,  or  artful  sug- 
gesti<M»  of  seditious  persons,  We  should  .merit  the  op- 
probrious terms  frequently  bestowed  upon  us  by  those 
we  reveie.'  But  so  iar  from  promoting,  innovations, 
we  have  only  oppdsed  them ;  and  chn  be  charged  with 
no  offence,  unless  it  be  one  t6  receive  injuries,  «nd  be 
sensible  of  them/ 

"  Had  our  Creator  been  pleased  to  give  us  existence 
in  a  land  of  slavery,  the  sense  of  our  condition  might 
have  been  mitigated  by -iterance  and  habit.  But, 
thanks  to  his  i^orable  gpodnefs,we  were  born  the 
heirs  of  freedom,"  dbc. 

**  The  apprehension  of  being  degraded  into  a  state 
of  servituoey  from  the  pre-eminent  rank  of  English 
freemen,  while  our  minds  retain  the  strongest  love  of 
liberty,  and  deariy  foresee  the  miseries  preparing  for 
US  and  our  posterity,  excites  emotions  in  our  breasts, 
which,,  thou^  we  cannot  describe,  we  should  not  wish 
to  coneeaL" 

Mr.  R.  also  read  an  extract  shewing  Doctor 
Franklin's  opinion  as  to  the  ^tate  of  the  colonies 
previous  to  the  troubles  of  the  stamp  act.  That 
wise  man  had  explicitly  declared  that  ours  was 
the  only  instance  of  an  extensive  empire  in  which 
the  remote  provinces  were  as  well  governed  as 
(he  metropolis  and  its  vicinity.  The  question 
was  not  Whether  we  should  continue  in  our  happy 
situation,  previous  to  the  Britfsh  attempts  to  tax 
us  without  our  consent,  (for  better;  he  allowed, 
we  could  never  expect  to  be,)  but  whether  we 
should  give  up  that  enviable  condition  without  a 
struggle.  The  gentleman  from:  South  Carolina 
must  excuse  him  if  he  preferred  the  authority  of 
Dr.  Franklin,  and  of  these  authors  of  our  independ- 
ence, to  his  .own  (Mr.  Calhoun's  ;)  in  this  school, 
at  the  feet  of.  Gamaliel,  he  had  studied  his  politi- 
cal principles.  We  had  jreqeived  our  indelible 
character  of  freemen  from  our  Anglo  Saxon  de-. 
scent.  ..Sprung  from  the  loins  of  Spaniards.  Por- 
tuguese, ond  Frenchmen  !  what  should  we  have 
known  of  representative  Government,  of  jury 
trial,  of  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpw, 
the  palladium  of  liberty  itself? 

But  he  bad  been  guilty  of  estimating  the  re- 
sources of  the  adversary  against  whom  we  were 
about  to  contend,  and  our  own  capacity  to  main- 
tain the  warfor  any  beneficial  result.  This  was 
the  first  instance  in  which  he  had  heard  an  open 
contempt  of  all  calculation  as  to  the  means  of 
carrying  on  a  war,  or  tbts  strength  of  the  enemy, 
in  the  discussion  of  a  war  question.  He  augured, 
nothing  good  from  such  rashness,  such  ignorance 
of  the  first  principles  of  politics,  of  the  element- 
ary knowledge  or  a  statesman.  Indeed,  he  had, 
in  the  course  of  the  debate,  with  this  exception, 
heard  nothing  that  had  not  before  been  said,  and 
better  said.  Mr.  R.  could  not,  out  of  deference 
to  those  gentlemen  who  ieel  so  sensitive  an  antip- 
athy to  calculation,  forbear  progress! ng^with  his 
dull,  dry  matters  of  fact,  although  thev  were  ao 
little  ia  unison  with  the  flowing  speculatioas  of 
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the  day.-  He  quoted  the  revtew  of  Pasley's  Essay 
on  the  Britisb  Military  Policy.  (He  had  not  beeo 
able  to  procure  the  work  itselC) 

<<  Tho  population  opposed  to  us  in  our  contest  with 
ihe  Emperor  of  the  French,  Captain  Pasley  estimates 
as  fite  to  one,  and,  numerically  speaking,  he  is  per- 
haps sufficiently  accurate.  But  the  power  of  pro- 
ducing and  maintaining  armies  results  so  little  from 
mere  population,  that  previous  to  the  time  of  Francis 
I,  it  is  well  known  that  no  standing  army  was  or  could 
be  maintained  in  Eumpe.  and  from  that  time  armies 
have  only  increased  with  increasing  civtlizatioD.  The 
cause  of  this  is  not  obscure.  MilUons  of  persons  iftay 
subsist  in  a  rude  state,  and  consume  the  produce  of 
the  soil,  without  acquiring  a  partide  of  that  kind  of 
power  which  contributes  to  the  maintenance  of  an 
army,  or  to  any  other  national  object.  In  the  leadal 
.  tifflea*  imperfect  agriculture  and  the  want  of  rpads 
scarcely  permitted  the  cultivators  to  dispose  of  a  sur- 
plus sufficient  to  furnish  money  contributions  for  4he 
support  of  the  regd  and  baronial  courts.  The  prO' 
gress  of  civilization  taqght  a  more  economical  and 
effectual  application  of  human  labor ;  and  an  increas- 
ing number  of  persons  could  be  fed,  besides  those  Who* 
cultivated  the  land.  To  procure  their  share,  these 
superfluous  looken-on  became  manuiactitrers,  whence 
arose,  in  the  natural  order  of  gradation,  trade,  money, 
and  &ciUty  of  taxation ;  and  it  is  in  reality  from  Uie  de- 
gree in  which  scientific  or  skilful  labor  exists  in  a 
country,  that  the  permanent  maintenance  of  armies  is 
-to  be  calculated.  In  a  ruder  state  of  things  nothing 
can  be  furnished  beyond  the  raw  material — untutored 
man. 

"  The  real  inquiry  for  our  purpose  therefore  is,  the 
quantity  of  machinery,  of  scientific  labor,  and  of  the 
means  of  employing  both,  existing  in  England^  as  com- 
pared with  the  same  resources  in  the  dominions  of 
Bonaparte,  A  difference  in  our  favor  all  will  allow, 
because  if  both  had  remained  stationary  since  the 
commenctnent.  of  the  war,  our  superiority  was  evident 
from  the  vent  of  ^ur  manufiictured  goods  on  the  Con- 
tinent, and  that  too  in  despite  of  the  higher  price  paid 
in  England  for  labor  to  each  individual  workman. 
And  what  has  happened  since  the  commencement  of 
the  warl  Except  thode  ornamental  manu&ctures 
whidi  are  maintained,  not  by  pofit,  but  at  the  ex- 
pense of  GFovemment,  from  motives  of  vanity  Or  policy, 
all  manufacture  in  France  is  extinct,  or  nearly  so. 
Over  the  rest  of  the  Continmt  war  has  occasioned  a 
desolation  unparalleled  since  the  eruption  of  tiie  Bar- 
barians; and  war  contributions  have  annihilated  the 
visible  capital  of  the  manufacturer,  and  therewith,  of 
course,  all  his  exertions.  This  we  may  conclude  with- 
out fear  of  error  from  the  otherwise  unaccountable  and 
incredible  avidity  with  which  English  goods  are  pur- 
chased even  in  increased  quantities,  though  at  a  price 
proportioned  to  the  danger  of  hazarding  the  vengeance 
of  the  laws,  if  they  may  be  so  called,  which  have  been 
made  for  their  exclusion. 

"  The  prosperous  application  of  large  capital  we  have 
daily  opportunity  of  seeing.  In  one  place,  a  large 
steam  engine  performs  the  manual  labor  of  five  hun- 
dred able  men ;  in  another  place,  a  cotton  mill  works 
with  all  the  delicacy  of  five  hundred  skilful  arti- 
sans ;  and  a  thousand  men  may  thus  be  marched  to 

.  the  army  without  national  loss.  '  In  machinery  less 
striking  than  these  popular  instances,  no  less  progress 

'  has  been  made.   For  instance,  agricultural  instruments  . 
employed  about  a  hundred  and  tirenty  persona,  maa- 1 


ters  and  workn^en,  in  London,  twenty  yean  agD-«nr 
upwards  of  two  thousand  are  engaged  in  ths  masv 
facture ;  but  this  increase,  in  their  number  ii  locoa. 
panied  by  the  discharge  of  thousands  and  tens  of  iIim- 
sands  from  manual  labor ;  and  so  proportioiuilT  ku 
machinery  lent  aid  ta  all  the  other  trades  and  caHiDgB. 
Co-operating  with  machinery,  in  advancing  osr  u- 
tional  poweri  ia  obviously  the  diviaion  of  labor;  tk 
effect  of  whichy  having  been  so  ably  ezanuned  vbI 
stated,  as  to  have  become  an  undisputed  piiDoplethsi 
only  been  mentioned  in  ^lis  place,  lest  we  shoold  Mca 
to  forget  that  it  has  conspicuously  increased  in  the  bst 
ten  years. 

^  The  following  statement  of  our  effectitt  foreei, 
including  officers,  at  the  close  of  the  last  year,  wiil  bi 
at  once  satisfactory  to  our  readers,  and  usefiil  to «? 
argument  Our  regular  cavalry  appears,  from  the  ti* 
thentie  returns,  to  have  been,  on  the  S5th  of  Decemba 
last,  31,375.  Our  regular  infantry,  including  Il»  fa- 
eign  and  colonial  corps,  91 1,574.  The  artiUeiy,  luni, 
and  foot,  22,346,  making  Sn  all,  of  regular  land  fnct^ 
265,395  men.  The  vote  for  seamen  and  msrineiwit 
in  1810,  increased  to  145,000;  and  it  was  sutedk 
Parliament  that  this  increased  vote  was  necesaarr,  be- 
cause that  number  were  actually  in  the  service.  Tbt 
regular  militias  of  the  Empire  amounted  to  95,444,  ui 
thus  we  have  a  total  actual  military  and  naval  hnxi 
upwards  of  five  hundred  thousand  men  ;  a  force  mon 
than  double  the  military  establishment  of  the  Roan 
Empire,  under  Augustus.  And  here  we  mustoh»eni, 
that  the  measure  of  interchanging  the  British  and  Ind 
militias,  the  most  important  and  beneficial  to  tbe  E» 
pire»  which  has  been  proposed  since  the  uDioiu  v3 
have  the  eflfect,  in  addition  to  many  other  and  grette 
advantagea,  of  increasing  our  actually  disposable  fora 
by  nearly  16,000  or  20,000  men,  the  number  of  regi- 
lar  troops  which  it  has  hitherto  been  thought  expedio! 
to  retain  in  Ireland,  and  which  we  apprehend  mij  bi 
most  safely  and  moat  usefully  replacad  by  the  Britiik 
militia. 

The  local  militia  of  Great  Britain,  which  aaiembUJ 
for  exercise  at  the  last  inspection^  amounted  to  167.M 
The  volunteers  in  Great  Britain,  are  52,000  iofaotr;, 
and  18,000  cavalry.  In  Ireland,  67,000  infaotij,  m 
8,000  cavalry — a  total  irregular  force  of  312,000. 

"  Thus,  in  the  whole,  we  ofler  to  the  world  &e  proQ^ 
and  commanding  spectacle  of  eight  hundred  end  tv«s* 
ty  thonsand  men  in  arms ;  and  this  has  been  aooa- 
pliahed,  as  the  increased  oomlbrts  of  all  daases  ofMO- 
ety  abundantly  prove,  vrithout  any  unnatural  exertion 
or  ruinous  expenditure  of  our  strengllt.  To  oar  t» 
my,  everything  is  opposite  ;  and,  accordingly,  with  iB 
his  five-fold  superiority  of  population,  he  does  not,ca' 
tainly,  only  because  he  cannot,  maintain  many  o^ 
troops  and  seamen  than  onrselves,  even  by  the  ae^^ 
est  exactions  of  tyranny." 

He  asked  for  our  aurplus  of  capital,  of  labor,  of 
population,  out  of  which  (except  in  the  pastoral 
atate)  a  military  power  could  grow. 

It  had  been  asked,  why  was  the  couotrf  on- 
prepared  for  defence  ?  Was  he  expected  to  eb* 
swer  this  question  ?  The  Admioistratiod,  aD^ 
their  overwhelming  majorities,  must  answer  it 
They  had  wantoned  in  the  plenitude  of  tb«ir 
power.  Who  could  say  them,  nay  ?  Was  it  Mr- 
Kandolph's  fault,  that  the  gentleman  from  Sodu 
Carolina  had  never,  in  the  course  of  his  exteosire 
experience,  heard  of  a  proposition  to  arm  ^ 
whole  body  of  the  militia?  which  had  iic^ 
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amaed  with  a  faml  appropriatioa  of  two  bun- 
red  thousand  dollars,  wlren  millions  were  lav- 
ibed  upon  miserable  oyster  boats.  The  Clerk  of 
^e  Senate  could  not  forbear  a  sneer,  when  be 
;ad  the  title  of  the  bill,  at  the  recollection  of  the 
leans  to  enforce  it.  Mr.  R.  had  proposed  him- 
ilfaa  annual  million  until  the  work  should  be 
:coraplished.  He  would*  forever  stand  up  for 
le  militia.  It  was  not  in  the  scoffs  of  the  epau- 
tie  gentry,  who,  for  any  service  they  have  seen, 
re  the  rawest  militia^  to  degrade  them  in  hift 
fes.  Who  were  they  ?  Ourselves— the  como- 
f.  Arm  them,  and  you  are  safe,  beyond  the 
ossibility  of  danger.  Yearly  did  the  standing 
rmy  sweep  off  the  money,  white  the  militia  re- 
eived  empty  praise.  He  would,  rather  see  the 
liog  reversed.  But  there  will  forever  be  a  Court 
Dd  Country  party.  The  standing  acmy  h  tbe 
evoud  creature  of  tbe  Court.  It  must  forever 
e  so.  Can  we  wonder  that  it  should  be  cher- 
(bed  bjr  its  master  ?  He  spoke  of  a  mercenary 
oldier,  in  terms  of  tbe  strongest  abhorrence.  He 
rouid  ever  uphold  the  militia;  and  he  detested 
taodiog  armies,  as  the  profligate  instruments  of 
espoti»m,  as  the  hlood-hounds  of  belL  They 
rould  support  any  and  every  eiisting  Govera- 
leot.  Iq  all  history,  he  remembered  only  one 
istance  of  their  deserting  their  Qovernment  aud 
ikiDg  part  with  the  people  j' and  that  vvas  when 
lie  Duke  of  Orleans  bad  bribed  the  army  of  the 
1st  of  the  Boprbon  Kings.  A  mercenary  soldier 
ras  disgusting  to  our  senses;  was  odious  and  de- 
f stable  to  the  eye  of  reasoo,  republicanism,  aiid 
(ligioo.  Tet,  that  '^  mere  machine  of  murder," 
ode  as  it  is,  was  the  manufacturer  of  all  the 
)csar$,  and  Crom  wells,  and  Bona  partes,  of  the 
irtli;  consecrated  by  a  people's  curse,  not  loud 
u(  deep,  to  the  infernal  gods.  As  jfrom  the  filth 
f  the  kennel  and  common  sewer,  spread  the  pes- 
ileoce  that  carried  havoc  through  a  great  city, 
0  from  this  squalid,  outcast,  homeless  wretch, 
prong  the  seourge  of  niilitary  despotism.  And 
et  we  were  told  that  there  was  *no  danger  from 
9  army  of  30,000  or  40.000  men.  With  5,000, 
i«»ar  had  passed  the  Rubicon.  With  22,000. 
e  fought  the  battle  of  Pharsalia,  which  rendierea 
im  the  master  of  the  world.  To  come  to  later 
imes — what  number  had  Bonaparte,  when,  de- 
ertioz  his  companions  in  arms,  he  returned  a  sol- 
lary  iugitive  from  fiSgypt,  to  overturn  that  ChY- 
mmentj  which,  if  it  had  possessed  one  particle  of 
Dergjr,  if  it  had  been  possible  for  the  civil  9 u- 
ikority  to  cope  with  military  power,  would  have 
isbiered  him  for  having  rained  one  of  the  best 
ppoioted  fleets  and  armies  that  ever  sailed  from 
European  port  ?  Well  might  the  father  of  po- 
iiical  wisdom  (LfOrd  Chatham)  say  to  the  Farlia- 
Qeotof  England;  "entrench  yourselves  iii  parch- 
Qeat  to  the  teeth,  the  sword  will  find  a  passage 
0  the  vitals  ol  the  constitution."  As  good  a  Re- 
publican as  ever  sat  on  that  floor,  (Andrew 
Fletcher,  of  Saltoun.)  had  dissolved  his  political 
riendsnip  with  the  Earl  of  Sunderland,  when 
le  found  him  supporting  an  army ;  and  the  event 
ostified  his  sagacity.  Cromwell,  the  affected 
latroa  of  liberty,  always  eoQouraged  the  army. 


We  know  the  conseouence.  It  was  a  fundament- 
al principle  of  free  Government  that  a  Legisla- 
ture which  would  preserve  its  liberty  must  avoid 
that  canker,  a  standing  army.  Are  weio  forget, 
as  chimerical,  our  notions  of  this  institution, 
which  we  imbibed  froni  our  very  cradles,  which 
are  imprintetl  on  our  Bills  of  Rights  and  Constitu- 
tions, which  we  avowed  under  the  reign  of  John 
Adams?  Are  they  to  be  scourged  out  of  us  by 
the  birch  of  tbe  unfledged  political  pedagogues  of 
the  day  ? '  If  he  were  the  enemv  of  thi«  uovern- 
ment,  could  he  reconcile  it  to  bis  principles,  he 
*  would  follow  the  example  set  him  in  another 
quarter,  and  say  to  the  majority,  go  to  your  in* 
evitable  destruction  I  He  likened  the  people  un- 
der this  Joint  operation  of  the  two  parties,  Minis- 
terial and^Federal,  to  the  poor  client  between  two 
lawyers,  or  the  cloth  between  the  tailor's  shears. 
He  was  glad  to  hear  from  his  venerable  friend 
that  this  was  not  to  be  a  party  war.  When  the 
last  additional  force  bill  was  raised,  to  which  this 
was  about  to  be  supei'added,  it  was  an  indispen- 
sable preliminary  to  an  appointment,  to  sign,  or. 
to  promise  to  sign,  the  thirty-niae  articles  of 
the  creed  of  the  reigning  political  church.  Bu^ 
now,  the  political  millenium  was  at  hand — al-> 
ready  had  John  Adams  and  Citizen  Genet  laid 
down,  like  the  lion  and  the  lamb,  in  the  same 
fold.  And  if  they  we.re  not  joined  by  their  felt 
low-laborer  in  Newgate,  it  was  his  keeper's  fault, 
not  that  of  his  inclination.  Citizen  Genet^  now 
an  American  patriot  of  the  first  order,  who  ex- 
tols ''  our  Wasbington  ;"  the  champion  of  the 
laws  of  nations]  the  vindicator  of  American 
rights  against  foreign  (and,  of  course^  French) 
aggression  !  He  was  glad  to  hear  that  it  was  not 
to  be  a  war  for  the  protection  of  manufactures. 
To  domestic  manufactures,  in  the  true  sense 
of  the  term,  he  had  always  been,  and  ever  should 
be,  a  friend ;  he  had  taken  a  pride  in  cloth- 
ing himself  in  them  until  it  was  attempted  to 
be  made  a  political  test.  He  abhorred  tests  of 
all  softs,  political  and  religious,  and  never  would 
submit  to  them.  He  was  sick  of  this  cant 
of  patriotism,  which  extended  to  a  man's  victu- 
als, drink,  and  clothes.  He  had,  from  a  sort  of 
obstinacy  that  belonged  to  him,  Uid  aside  the  eJ> 
temal  nse  of  these  manufactures;  but  he  was 
their  firm  friend,  and  of  the  manufacturers  also. 
They  were  no  new  things  to  him ;  no  Merino  hobby 
of  tbe  day ;  he  had  known  them  from  his  infancy. 
He  had  been  almost  tempted  to  believe,  from  the 
similarity  of  character  and  avocations,  that  Hec- 
tor had  a  Virginiao  wife ;  that  Lucretia  herself— 
for  she  had  displayed  the  spirit  of  a  Virginian 
matron — was  a  Virginian  lady.  Where  were 
they  found  ?  Spinning  among  their  handpiaids ! 
What  was  the  occupation  of  a  Virginian  wife — 
her  highest  ambition  ?  To  attend  to  h^r  domestic 
and  household  cares;  to  dispense  medicine  and 
food  to  the  sick ;  to  minister  to  the  comfort  of 
her  family,  her  servants,  and  her  poor  neighbors, 
where  she  had  any.  At  the  sight  of  such  a  wo- 
man, his  heart  bowed  down,  and  did  her  rever- 
ence. Compare  with  such  a  being  your  gad*a- 
bout  card-players.    Mr.  Randolph  said  that,  if 
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time  to  time  such  detachments  of  the  militia,  «s  in  his 
opinion  the  public  sendee  may  reqa)re«" 

And  decided  as  follows : 

NicTs — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  AndenOD,  dter-. 
enson  Archer,  Daniel  A  very,  Ezekiel  Bac6n,  John 
Baker,  David  Bard,  Joeiah  Bartlett,  Burwell  Baasett, 
William  W.  Bibb.  William  Blackledge,  Harmanus 
Bleecker,  Thomas  Blount,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Brecken- 
ridge,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  William 
Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  ChevaSf  Martin 
Chittenden,  James  Cochran,  John  Clopton,  Thomas 
B.  Cooke,  Lewis  Condit,  William  Crawford,  Roger 
Davia,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha»  Samuel  Dinsmoori 
Elias  Earle,  James  £mott,  William  Findley,  James 
Fisk,  Asa  Fitch,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson, 
Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charlei  Goldsboroogh,  Peterson 
Groodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grondy, 
Boiling  Hall,  Oiied  Hall,  John  A.^  Harper,  Aylett 
Hawes,  Jacob  Huity,  John  M.  Hynetaan,  Richard  M. 
Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  WiHiam  R.  King,  A1>ner  La- 
cock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Peter  Lit- 
tle, Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  WUIbm  Lowndes, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell, 
iThomas.  Moore,  Archibald  McBryde,  William  Mc- 
(Coy,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Arunah 
JVIetcalf,  James  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  James 
Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley, 
JIugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton, 
.Stephen  Ormsby,  William  Paulding,  jr.,  Joseph  Pear- 
son, laraal  Pickens,  William  Piper,  Timothy  Pitkin, jr., 
.Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter, 
Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  William  Reed,  Henry 
M.Ridgely,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane, 
Jonathan  Roberts,  William  Rodman,  Ebenezer  Sage, 
'Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenezer  Seavcr,  John  Sevier, 
Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  ShefTey,  John 
Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Richard  Stanford, 
William  Strong,  George  Sullivan,  Benjamin  Tall- 
madge,  Peleg  Tallman,  Uii  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup, 
Chafles  Turner,  jr.,  Pierre  Van  CorUandt,  jr.,  Laban 
WheatoD,  Leonard  White,  Robert  WhttehUl,  David 
.R.  WUliams,  William  Widgeiy,  Thomas  Wilson, 
,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wrfghb— 120. 

Nats — Abijah  Bigelow,  Eiijidi  Brigham^^Epanhro- 
ditus  Champion,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Richard  Jack- 
,  4N>n»  jr.,  Lyman  Law,  Lewis  B.  Storges,  nnd  Samuel 
.Taggart-^. 

The  qoestioa  was  then  ^aken  on  the  fifth  resQ- 
lutioo,  in  the  words  following : 

-  That  aH  the  Teasels  not  now  in  service  bdonging 
to  the  Navy,  and  worthy  of  repair,  be  immediately  fitted 
up  and  put  in  commusion." 

And  carried,  as  follows: 

YiAS— WiUis  AUton,  jr.,  William  Anderaon,  Ste- 
▼enson  Archer,  Daniel  Avery,  Baekiel  Bacon,  John 
Baker,  David  Bard,  Josiah  Bartlett,  Burwell  Basaett, 
Abijah  Bigelow,  William  Blackledge,  Harmanus 
Bleecker,  Thomas  Blount,  James  Breclienridge,  Elgah 
Brigham,  William  A.  Burwell,  WillUm  Butler,  John 
Gplhoun,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Langdon  Cheves, 
Martin  Chittenden,  James  Cochran,  John  Clopton, 
Thomaa  B.  Cooke,  Lcwb  Condit,  William  Crawford, 
Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel 
Dittsmoor,  Elias  Earle,  Wittiam  Ely,  James  Emott, 
William  Findley,  Asa  Fitch,  Meshack  Franklin,  Tho- 
mas Gholson,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsborough, 
Peterson  GoOdwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy, 
Boiling  Halli  Obed  HaU,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett 


Hawes,  John  M«  Hyaeman,  Richturd  Jaeksoa,  jmm, 
Richaid  M.  Johnson^  Joseph  Kent,  WiDiaa  It  Kist 
Abner  I^acock,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lefever,  Pdc 
Little,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  William  Le«D£es, 
Aaron  Lyle,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Thooiss  )loore, 
Archibald  McBrvde,  William  MeC^»  Alexindfr  Mo- 
Kim,  Arunah  .Metcal(  James  MHnor,  Samod  L 
Mitchill,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jon itbn 
O.  Moseley,  Httgh.Nekon,  Thomas  NewboM,  TU 
mas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormshy,  William  Paulding,  ^ 
Joseph  Pearson,  fsrael  Pickens,  William  Piper,  Timo- 
thy Pitkin,  jr.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Jc«i!i 
Quincy,  William  Reed,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  ^tsoA 
Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  Jolm  Roane,  Jonathui  Ki^mX 
Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebeneier  Seam. 
Adam  -Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  George  Smith,  J«b 
Smithy  \ViIliam '  Strong,  Lewis  B.  Starges,  Geo^ 
Snllitan,  Samuel  Taggait,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  P(H 
TallmB^,  Uri  Tncy,  George  M.  Troup,  Chaiks  T» 
ner,  jr.,  Pierre  Van  Cmtlandt,  jr.,  Laban  WImm, 
Leonard  White,  William  Widge^f^  Thomaa  Wiln. 
Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright— 111. 

NATs—William  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Rob* 
Brown*  Edwhk  Gray,  Jacob  Hnlty^  Joaeph  LenuijB, 
Nathaniel.  Macon,  EUsfaa  R.  Potter,  John  Rsodo^ 
WUHam  Rodman,  Daniel  Sheffey,  John  Smilie,  Rs^ 
ard  Stanford,  Robert  WhitehiU,  and  David  B.  U 
liams— 15.  , 

The  question  waa  put  from  the  Chair  oq  tk 
sixth  resolullon.  in  these  words : 

**6.  That  it  is  expedient  to  permit  our  meniul 
vessels,  owned  exclusively  by  resident  citisciUt  m 
commanded  and  navigate  solely  by  citizens,  to  ni 
under  proper  regulations,. to  be  prescribed  by  itv.  i| 
aelMefence,  against  all  unlawful  proceedingfl  town! 
them  on  the  high  seas." 

When  the  resolution  was,  on  motioD,  ordenl 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  three  first  resolutions,  for  fiUtog  op  t^ 
present  establishment,  for  raising  an  addition^ 
number  of  regtiiars,  and  authorial og  the  acte^ 
anoe  of  votanieers*  services,  were  referred  to  ibi 
committee  who  reported  them,  with  iostrociti)! 
to  bring  in  bills  in  pursuance  thereof. 


ToBSDAT,  December  17. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Comaaittee  on  Pablj 
Lands,  presented  a  bill  directing  the  terms  d 
which  lands  sold  at  privace  sale,  and  that  rerej 
for  a  failure  in  payment,  shall  again  be  sold 
which  was  twice  read  and  committed.  i 

The  following  is  the  bill: 

Be  li  enacted f  4^.,  That  no  tract  or  tracts  of  tl 
reserved  sections  or  other  public  landa  of  the  UdI'J 
States,  that  have  been  or  may  hereafter  be  aold  tt  pal 
lie  sale,  and  which  may  have,  or  ahall,  on  accoont  \ 
failure  to  complete  the  payment  of  the  porcbtse  aj 
ney,  revert  to  the  United  States,  shall  hereafter  j 
sold  at  piivato  sale,  at  a  price  less  than  that  for  whk 
the  same  tract  was  sold  at  public  sale. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  committee  appoiou 
on  that  paft  q£  the  President's  Message  wktc 
relates  to  filling  the  ranks  and  proIongiDg  ^ 
enlistment  of  the  reguhir  troops,  and  to  an  auii^ 
ary  force,  to  the  acceptance  of  volunteer  corps. ^ 
detachments  of  militia,  and  to  aoch  a  prepantio 
of  th»  great  body  of  militia,  aa  will  proportw 
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tessedsome  qaaHtiei  in  coipinoii  with: that  itn- 
morttl  statesman.  He  might  assert  im  lofty  a 
\^\ni^  as  anyieldiog  an'adhereooe  to  the  d«liber- 
i(e  conyictioDs  of  Kis  own  tmderstandiog,  as' 
i/ord  Chatham  himself;  who,  because  he  set  his 
aceagaiQst  corruption,  and  had  the  art. of  mak- 
Dg  every  coward  scoundrel  in  the  nation  his  foe — 
ADcentra ting-  upon  himself  the  ''rays  of  royal 
adigDatioQ,  which  might  illumine,. but  could  not 
oasume  him ;''  who,  becauke  with  intuitive 
[laoce  he  penetrated,  resolved,  and  combined 
rery  interest  of  his  country,  and  each  design  of 
ler  eoemies,  and  reached  his  object  ^' by  the 
bhes  of  his  mind,  which,  like  those  of  his  eye, 
Qjght  be  felt,  but  could  not  be  followed,^'  wlis  by 
be  ploddiag,  purblind,  groping  politioianis  of  the 
lay, attempted  toi>e  held  up  as  an  empty  d^cbumer, 
theatrical  gasticulatqr.  Gentlemen.  must>  not 
loect  him  to  quit  the  anctkorajte  of  his  own 
Dugment  in  order  to  pursue  ihtf  ignis  faiui  that 
raoder  about  Gk>ose  Cre^k.  Mr.  Speaker,  my 
leart  is  full— the  recolleclioii  of  that  matehle«is 
fator  and  statesman  has  illed  me  with  uospeak- 
ible  feelings.  To  excite  them  there  wa^  no  need 
if  the  cruel  and  insulting  comparisoti  which  the 
:en(leman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  CALHOUit) 
lad  attempted  to  dtaw  between  iha^  gigantic 
tatesman  and  the  pigmy  who  now  addresses  you. 

The  question  was  now  taken  on  concurring 
riih  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  their  agree- 
neoi  10  the  second  resolution,  which  is  in. the  fol- 
jwing  words :  '  • 

"That  an  additional  /orce  of  '■  thousand  regular 
Foops  ought  to  be  immediately  raised,  to  serve  for  three 
ean;  and  that  a  bounty  in  land^  ought  to  be  given 
\  encourage  enlistment. 

Aod  decided  a»  follows.: 

Yufl-^ Willis  Alston^  jr.,  William  Anderaoor  Btev- 
luon  Archer,  Daniel  Avery,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  John' 
laker,  David  Bard,  Josiah  Bartlett,  Bunt  ell  Basaett, 
Viiliam  W.  Bibb,  William  Black] edge,  Harmanus 
lleecker,  Thomas  Btount,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breck- 
nridge,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwelf,  William 
latJer,  John  G.  Calhoun^Langdon  Cheves,  James  Coch- 
M,  John  Clopton^  Thomas  B*  Cooke,  Lewis  Condit, 
Villiam  Crawford,  Roger  Davia,  John  Dawson,  Joseph 
^ha,8aakael  Dinsnuior,  Eliap  Barle,  Jam^  fimolt, 
William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Asa  Fitch,  lifeshack 
[ranklin,  Thomas  Gholaon,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles 
ioldtboroagh,  Peterson  Qoodwyn,  Isaiah  L^  tireen« 
'eUx  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Ohed  Hall,  John  A.  Har* 
CTi  Ayleit  Hawes,  Jacob  Hufly,.  John  M.  Hyneman, 
tichard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  Philip  B.  Key,  Wil- 
UQ  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Joaeph  Lefever,  Peter 
<ittle,  Roliert  Le  Rov  Livingston,  William  Lowndes,' 
Laion  Lyie,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell, 
t^omas  Moore,  Archibald  MrBryde,  William  McCoy, 
^UQuel  McKee,  Alexander, McKim,  Arunah  Metcalf, 
ames  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitcbill*  James  Morgan, 
^reioiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson^  Anthony  New,  Thoa. 
^'ewhold,  Thomas  Nekton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  William 
*>ulding,  jr.,  Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  Benjamin . 
*ODd,  Pet«r  B.  Porter,  Josiah  Qnincy,  WUIiam  Reed, 
^niy  M.  Ridgely,  Samuel  Ringgold^  Johnr  Rhea,  John 
^e,  Jonathan  Roberta,  WUUam  RbdoAm,  Bbeneaer 
|ige,  Thomas  8ammons,Ebeneser  Seaver,  John  Se- 
ier,  Adam  Seybert,  Samael  Shaw,  John  Smilia*  Qeorg^ 
I2tli  Cozff.  1st  S£SS.— 18 


Smith,  J<^B  Smith,  Silas  Stow*  William  Strong,  George 
Sullivan,  Peleg  Tallaum,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup, 
Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jr.,  Robert 
Whitehill,  David  R.  Williams,  William  Widgery,  Thos. 
Wilson,  Ricliard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright--I10. 

Nats — Aiujftli  Bigelow,  Elijah  Brigham,  Epaphro- 
ditos  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Davenport 
jr.,  William  Ely,  Edwin  Gray,  Richard  Jackson,  jun., 
Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Jonathan  O*  Moseley, 
Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter, 
John  Randolph,  Daniel  SfaeflTey,  Richard  Stanford, 
Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  TiiU- 
madge,  Laban  Wheaton,  and  Leonard  White — 22.    . 

l^he  <|uest|on  was  then  taken^on  the  third  reso- 
lution, in  the  following  words: 

' «  That  it  is  expedient  to  authorize  tho  Pcesideint,  yn* 
der  propf r  regulations*  to  accept  the  service  of  any 
number,. of  volunteers,  not  exceeding  fifty  thousand; 
to  be  organized^  trained,  and.  held  in  readineas  to  aet 
oil  such  service  as  the  exigencies  of  the  Govemraeai 
may  require." 

And  decided  as  follows : 

YsAS — WilUs  Alcion,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  Stev- 
enson Archei-,  Daniel  Avery,  Ezekiel  Qacen,  John 
Baker,,Davrd  Bard,  Josiah  Bartlett,  Bnrwell  Baasett, 
William  W.  Bibb,  WUIiam  Blackledge,.  Harmanus 
Bleecker,  Thomas  Blount,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breck- 
enridge,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  William 
Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  Martin 
Chittenden,  James. Cochran,  John  Clopton,  Thomas 
B.  Cooke,  Lewis  Condit,  William  Crawford,  Roger 
Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor, 
James  Emott,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Asa  Fitch, 
Mesh^ck  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Thomas  R.  Gold, 
Charles  Goldsborough,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L. 
Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John 
A.  Harpe^  Aylett  Hawcs,  Jacob  HufW,  John  M.  Hy- 
neman, Richurd  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  William  R. 
King,  Abner  Lacock,  Jx»eph  Leiever,  Peter  Little, 
Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  WUIiam  Lowndes,  Aaron 
Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Chaorge  C.  MaxweU,  Thomas 
Moore,  Archibald  Mcfiryde,  WUUam  McCoy,  Samuel 
McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  Metcalf,  James 
MUnor,  Samuel  L.  MitchUI,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moselev,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas 
Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  William 
Paulding,  jr.,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  William 
Piper,  Tira<tthy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Benjamin  Pood,  Peter  B. 
Porter,  Josiah  QulAcy,  WUUam  Reed,  Henry  M. 
Ridlgely,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane, 
Jonathan  Roberts,  >  WUIiam  Rodman,  Ebenezer  Sage, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  John  Sevier, 
Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  Sheffey,  John 
SmUie,  George  Smith,  Sihis  Stow,  WiUiam  Strong, 
George  Sullivan,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Peleg  Tallman, 
Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr., 
Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jr.,  Leonard  White,  Robert 
WhttehUI,  David  R.  Williams,  WUIiam  Widgery,  Thos. 
Wilson,  Richard  Winn  and  Robert  Wright— 118. 

NATs—Ab^a^  Bigdow,  Elijah  Brigham,  Epapfaro- 
ditns  Champion,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  WiUiam  Ely, 
Edwin  Gray,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph 
Lewis,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Polter,  John  RandoUi  ,  John 
Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel 
Taggart,  and  Laban  Wheaton — 16. 

The  question  was  next  taken  on  the  fourth  res^ 
olulion,  in  the  following  words: 
*<  That  the  President  be  authorized  to  order  out  from 


551 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


552 


H,  opR. 


Mhsiisippi  Territory. 


DEC£»Ba.lSll 


habitanta  Decessary  to  entitle  them,  under  the  ratio 
established  by  law,  to  a  Representative  in  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States.  On  the  rabject  of  population, 
the'e  cjcists  no  difficulty,  whethet  the  Territory  be 
talen  in  connexion  With  West  Florida  or  with  its 
present  limits.  From  the  official  returns  of  the  census, 
taken  during  the  summer  of  the  past  year,  it  appears 
that  there  were,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  the  num- 
ber of  forty  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty-two  souls. 
Thifl  enumeration,  it  is  alleged^  fell  considerably  short  | 


of  the  actjal  population  of  the  Territory  at  that  time ; 


subsequently  thinsferred  to  Spain,  as  forming  a  pcti^ 
Louisiana,  baa  fallen  under  the  dominion  of  the  rmiei 
States,  it  ought,  in  strict  propriety,  to  be  reitorai  toq 
ancient  limits^  as  the  measure  oorrcspondt  'with  i^ 
wjahes,  and  is  calculated  to  promote  the  penoisfi^ 
welfare  of  the  people  whose  iDterests  are  imnKdatd 
concerned.  '  It  ia  assuredly  the  iBCombent  dntj  «$  tb 
General  Goremment  to  make  such  a  partitiofi  «f  i 
Territoriet  oil  the  wateni  of  the  Miaaisaippi,  u  jti 
combine  with  local  advantages  a'dne  regard  to  Miua 


and,  without  casting  the  most  remote  censure  on  the 
officers  who  were  employed  In  that  service,  such  a 
suggestion  is  strongly  supported  by  the  vast  extent  of 
country  over  which  the  settlement  are  dispersed.  It 
also  appears  to  your  committee  that  the  progressive 
emigration  from  the  old  States  to  this  section  of  the 
Union,  added  to  the  length  of  time  which  it  will  re- 
quire to  fbrm  a  constitution*  and  put  the  same  in  oper- 
ation, afford  satisfactory  pledges  that,  anterior  to  the* 
final  admission  of  the  Territory  to  the  rights  of  State 
aovereignty,  the  number  of  its  inhabitants  will  amount 
to  at  least  sixty  thousand,  whereby  they  will  posses* 
the  unqualified  right,  in  conformity  with  articles  of  ces- 
sion and  ag^e^ment  between  the  United  States  .and 
Georgia,  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  originad  States. 

This  view  of  the  subject  is  presented  without  refer- 
ence to  the  augmentation  of  population,  whiph  would 
result  from  the  annexation  of  West  Florida ;  in  that 
event  the  number  of  souls  in  the  Territory,  exclusive 
of  the  4»unty  of  Madison,  which  lies  near  the  Great 
Bend  of  Tennessee  river,  may  be  estimated  at  about 
eighiy  thousand ;  and,  from  the  geographical  situation 
of  the  Territories  belonging  to  the  United  States  south 
of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and^orth  of  the  Iberville 
and  the  lakes,  your  committee  feel  satisfied  that  an  al- 
teration of  Umits,  so  as  to  include  the  whole  population 
between  the  Yazoo  and  the  Iberville,  where  they  unite 
with  the  river  Mississippi,  and  froin  these  points,  re- 
spectively, east,  to  the  boundary  Ime  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  would  greatly  contribute  to  the  future  conve- 
nience  and  prosperity  of  the  people  who  reside  in  diat  < 
country.  ^ 

At  a  very  early  period  after  the  treaty  of  1759,  be- 
tween France  and  Great  Britain,  by  which  the  latter 
became  possessed  of  the  Floridas,  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  province  of  West  Florida  was  extended  north,  by  a 
line  drawn  from  the  mouth  of  the  Yazoo,  due  east,  to 
the  river  Chatahouchy.  The  Government  of  Spain, 
also,  when  that  Power  succeeded  to  the  possession  of 
the  country,  by  conquest,  in  the  year  1781,  continued 
to  exercise  authority  over  it  in  the  same  extent  which 
the  British  Government  had  previously  done,  nntil,  by 
the  treaty  concluded  between  the  United  States  and' 
Spain,  on  the  27th  day  of  October,  1795,  the  southern 
boundary  of  the  United  States  was  declared  to  extend 
to  the  thirty-first  degree  of  north  latitude.  The  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  by  the  treaty  of  1803, 
with  France,  having  acquired  Louisiana  in  the  extent 
that  France  then  held  it,  and  that  it  had  in  the  hands 
of  Spain,  prior  to  the  Treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso,  there  does 
not  seem  to  be  a  reasonable  doubt  as  to  the  claim  of 
the  United  States  to  the  country  east  of  the  Mississippi, 
as  far  as  the  river  Perdido,  which  lies  between  Mobile 
and  Pensacola. 

Your  committee,  therefore,  conceive  that,  insomubh 
as  the  entire  tract  of  country  formerly  possessed  by 


I  policy.    These  essential  objects  cannot,  in  the  q\ 


Great  Briuin,  under  the  name  of  West  Florida,  and   following  resolution : 


of  your  committee,  be  secured  without  a  soitabU 

vision  of  the  seacoast,  acquired  by  the  purchase  of  L 

isiana.    It  must  be  abvioos,  that,  to  confer  on  theStal 

to  be  formed  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  the  whole  e^ 

tent  of  seaboard  from  the  river  Perdido  to  the  Sim 

bay,  would  give  to  it  an  influence  over  the  oooubm 

of  the  Western  country  which  might  be  productiTs  { 

the  most  mischievous  consequences ;  for,  althocpb  i 

legislative  authority  of  t|ie  State  Oould  impose  cs  ti 

or  daty  on  articles  exported  from  any  other  State,  i 

thtre  are  many  important  regulations  which  wooJiJB 

terially  a^Qt  the  navigation  of  the  numat>os  in 

flowing  through  this  country  into^the  Gulf  of  Men 

foiling  within  the  legitimate  range  of  State  po«a 

among  these  may  be  opumerated  the  incorporaddt 

navigation  companies,  and  appropriations  of  the  pd 

revenue  for  the  p^tfpose  of  opening  canala.    Thai 

afifording  every  iuMty  to  the  trade  p^^pg  down  I 

river  Mississippi  to  New  Orleans,  and  by  inttrpeii 

vexatious  obstructions  to  the  oommereo  of  those  ria 

emptying  into  the  Bay  of  Mobile  and  the  lakes,  ■ 

eity  will  become  the  emporium  of  all  the  bulky  aiiifl 

of  agri^lture^  which  oonstitutCr  in  time  of  peace,! 

great  export  trade  of  the  Western  States  and  Tenl 

ries.    t'he  direct  tendency  of  such  a  monopoly,  wJ 

be  to  raise  the  commercial  importance  of  New  Orkfl 

at  the  sacrifijce  of  the  best  interests  of  those  who  inm 

the  vast,  fertile,  and  extensive  region  watered  bj  fl 

Tennessee,  the  Tombigbee,  and  Alabama  rirexs,  ■ 

their  tributary  streams,  besides  many  other  impoTti 

rivers,  afibrding  outlets  through  the  Mississippi  TtA 

tory  into  the  Lakes  Manrepas  and  Pontchartrtin.   1 

guard  a^inst  these  contingencies,  and  to  unite  a  pi 

pie  whose  language,  manners,  principles,  and  usag 

are  assimilated,  your  eommittee  recommend  that  i 

^at  trict  of  country,  of  which  pooseasion  has  bJ 

taken  by  virtue  of  the  President's  proclamation>beasi 

date  the  27th  day  of  Octobejr,  1810,  be  added  to  i 

State  to.be  formed  df  the  Mississippi  Territory,  vhe 

ever' the  same  ahall'be  admitted  into  thm  Union  agsst 

Your  conunittee  cannot  forbear  to  expien 
decided  opinion,  that,  where  no  ConstitntioDal 
culty  occurs,  the  formation  of  new  States  on 
southern  extremity  of  the  United  States  ought  not 
be  delayed.  To  bind  together  every  poitioB  of  tl 
American  people  by  the  indissoIuMe  cord. of  aflcdis 
and  to  pertpetuate  the  integrity  of  the  Union,  are  (o: 
siderations  paramount  to  sJl  others  which  can  be  pc 
sented  to  the  view  of  the  National  Legislatoie. 

Let  ua,  therefore,  extend  to  every  section  of  our  ^ 
loved  country  a  just  equality  of  righta  and  privilcfcj 
that  each  piay  enjoy  dvil,  political,  and  religious  Vi^i 
ty,  subiect  to  the  control  of  independent  local  authcH 
ties,  while  the  fostering  hand  of  the  Federal  Gorrd 
ment  shall  protect  them  in  the  enjoyment  of  thc^ 
blessings  from  domestic  feuds  ai^d  external  violesre. 

Under  these  impressions,  your  committee  submit  ^ 
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Ruohedf  That  it  ul  expedient  to  admit  all  that  tract 
:  oountjy,  bounded  north  by  a  line  drawn  due  east 
om  the  river  Yazoo,  where  it  Unites  wiUi  the  Missis- 
ppi,  to  theLriTer  Chatahouchy,  and  down  eaid  fiver  to 
e  thirty  first  degree  of  Ii^titude;  thence,  along  said 
igree  of  latitude,  to  a  point  opposite  the  river  Perdido  ; 
ence  to  tbe  confluence  of  said  last  mentioneil  river, 
ith  the  Gulf  of  Mexico )  and  thence^  in  a  direct  line 
rough  the  middle  of  the  Lakes  Maurepas  and  Pont^ 
lartrain,  to  the  junction  of  the  Iberville  with  the  river 
Usissippi,  and  up  said  river  to  the  above  xneutioned 
rer  Yaioo,  into  the  Unio;i  of  the  tJnited  States,  on 
I  equal  footing  with  the  original  States. 

MARITIME  DEFENCE. 

Mr.  Cheves,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
lat  pan  of  the  President's  Message  ^hich  re- 
ites  to  the  naval  foro?  of  the  United  Stales  atui  to 
le  defence  of  our  maritime  froatier,  made  the 
lUowmg report  impart: 

'<  The  oommitlee  to  whom  ^wm  referred  so  much 
'  tbe  Presideot's  Message  of  the  5th  of  November, 
}U,Bs  relatM  to  the  defence  of  the  maritiuB  frontier; 
iport  in  part,  1|kat  two  comraumcationa  from  thtf  Sec- 
itaryof  War/wiuch  accon^aay  thi«  report,  which 
ere  made  in  rsply  to  the  ^eries  propounded  by  the 
unmittee,  contain  the  best  mformation  on  the  subje^ 
hich  they  have  been  able  to  collectw '  That  one  of 
ma  contains  an  enumeration  of  the  permaiient  forti- 
litions  which  ^ve  been  completed  or  oommeti^ed) 
sih  refflsrks  on  the  troops  necMSazy  to  garriaoti  them* 
!hat,  for  the  eompletion  of  works  alieady  oom- 
lenced,  no  furUier  appropriation  is  nquisita.  Bat 
nt  some  additional  works  are  deemed  neeemary«  the 
MOM  extent  of  whtoh  eaatiot  at  pnaeAt  be  deter* 
Hped ;  for  which,  and  fer  cmitingent  objects  of  defence 
a  our  maritime  firantier,  in  tiie  eront  of  hoetilitiee,  the 
nmittee  recommend  anteppropriation  of  one  million 
f  doUan ;  and  the  cbmmittee  ibr  that  purpoee  beg 
ave  to  report  n  bill  entitled  '«  a  bill  making  ^rth«r 
ppropriation  Imr  the  defence  of  eiir  maritime  feontier." 

Mr.  Chgves  then  presented  a  bill  making  a 
iTtbcr  appropriation  for  the  defence^f  our  mar- 
iine  frontier  ;  whioh  was  twice  read  and  com- 
litted. 

NAVAL  ESTABLIdHMENT. 

Mr.  Cheves,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
eferred  so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as 
elates  to  the  N.aval  Establishment,  made  the  fol- 
DWJQg  report : 

That  the  subject  referred  to  yonr  committee  in  Ite 
iverai  relations  presents  a  question  of  the  highest  im- 
ortsnce  to  the  interesU.of  the  people  of  this  conntiy, 
nasmudi  as  it  embraces  one  of  the  great  and  leading 
•bjccU  of  their  Government;  that  which,  above  all 
thcra,  laid  the  foundation  of  the  happy  union  of  these 
hates.  Your  committee  need  hardly  say  thejr  mean 
he  protection  of  maritime  commerce  ;  an  interest 
"rhich,  though  when  superficially  viewed,  seems  to  sf- 
ectonly  the  Adantic  portions  of  the  country,  yetrealljr 
extends  as  far  as  the  utmost-  limits  of  its  agriculture, 
md  can  only  be  separated  ftom  it,  in  the  opinion  of 
roar  committee,  by  a  total  bfindness  to  the  just  policy 
>f  Goyernment.  The  important  enginb  of  national 
rtiength  and  national  security  which  is  formed  by  a 
uivd  force,  has  hitherto,  in  the  opinien  of  the  commit- 
^  tMen  treated  with  a  negleet  highly  impolitic*  or 
nppoited  by  a  spirit  so  languid,  as,  while  it  has  pre- 


served the  existence  of  the  establishment,  has  had  the 
offset  of  loading  it  with  the  imputations  of  wasteful  e  i-  • 
pense' and  comparative  inefficiency. 

No  system  has  hitherto  been  adopted,  which,  though 
limfted  by  the  dispensing  security  of  tbe  times,  and  the 
jtkst  economy  of  our  Kepublican  institutions,  was  yet 
Calculated  to  enlarge  itself  gradually  with  the  progress 
of  the  nation's  growth  in  population,  in  wealth,  and  in 
commerce,  or  expand  witn  an  energy  proportioned  to 
a  crisis  of  particular  danger. 

.  6uch  a  course,  impolitic  under  any  circumstances,  ie 
the  mor^  so  when' it  is  demonstrably  clear  that  this 
nation  is  inevitably  destined  to  be  a  naval  power,  and 
that  the  virtue  of  economy,  if  no  other  motive  could  be 
founds  would  recommend  a  plan  by  which  this  force 
mnst  be  gradually  increased,  the  necessary  expenses 
diminished,  and  durability  and  permtinency  given  to 
the  strength  whioh  they  may  purchase. 

'f  hat  a  naval  protection  is  particularly  secured  to 
the  interest  of  commerce  by  our  great  political  com- 
pact, is  proved  by  that  part  of  the  Constitution  whieh 
expressly  gave  to  Congress  the  power  "  to  provide  and 
maintain  a  navy,"  and  is  confirmed  by  the  history  of 
Uie  times,  and  the  particular' circumstances  which  led 
to  ife  institution ;  but  it  is  alike  secured  by  the  llinda* 
mental  nature  of  alt  Government,  which  extendf  to 
every  interest  under  its  authority  a  protection  (if  within 
the  nation's  means)  which  is  adequate  to  its  preserva- 
tion ;  nor  la  tMs  protection  called  ibr  only  by  the  par- 
tial interests  of  a  pa^rticolar  description  of  men  or  of  a 
particular  tract  of  country.  A  navy  is  as  necessary  to 
protect  the  mouths  of  the  Mississippi,  the  channel 
through  which  the  produce  of  the  agriculture  of  the 
Western  States  must  pass  to  become  valuable,  as  the 
bays  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware,  and  more  ne- 
cesaaij  than  on*  the  shores  of  the  Eastern  or  the  South- 
em  SUtea. 

It  has,  indeed,  been  urged,  your  committee  are  aware» 
that  a  Naval  EsUbliohment  is  Ibfbidden  by  the  great 
and  burdensome  expenditures  of  public  money  which, 
it  is  said,  will  be  required  to  Support  it,  and  }^  tiie  in* 
ability  of  the  country,  by  any  expenditure  to  maintain 
a  navy  which  can  protect  its  maritime  rights  agarnst 
the  po^er  of  Crrsat  Britain.    The  first  objection  ap- 
pears to  your  oommittee  to  be  founded  on  a  mistaken 
assumption  of  the  fact  y  for  in~  their  opinion  a  navel 
force  within  due  limits  and  under  proper  regnlationa 
will  constitute  the  cheapest  defence  of  the  nation. 
<  The  permanent  forttficatiens  neeesteiy  to  the  de- 
fence of  the  .ports  and  harbors  of  the  Union  will  cost, 
in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  as  much  annually, 
if  prpperly  provided  and  garrisoned,  as  the  navel  force 
^hicb,  it  is  confidently  beHeved,  on  the  testimony  of. 
persons  competent  to  dedde,  would  be  amply  sufficient 
.to  prevent  all  attacks  from  reaching  our  shores^    ft 
will  thus  fimiish  the  most  appropriate,  -adequate,  and 
cheap  protection  against  a  foreign  enemy,  and  will  at 
the  same  time  be  perfectly  innoxions  to  die  public  lib- 
erty and  the  private  moials  of  the  country;  dispense 
almost  entirely  with  a  standing  army,  so  hostile  to 'the 
genina  of  our  free  institutions,  and  remove  the  stand- 
ing vices  and  evils  of  camps  and  garrisons  from  the 
cities  on  onr  seacoast-^  cherish  a  noble  body  of  mari- 
ners, who  in  honorable  peace  will  spread  the  sails  of  a 
nrosperoua  and  vivifying  oommerce  on  every,  sea,  and 
in  necessary  war  terribly  avenge  their  country's  wrongs. 

The  other  •Ejection  3rour  oommittee  suppose  to  be 
founded  on  an  imperfect  examination  of  tbe  subject ; 
for4hoee  who  are  beet  able  to  fcvm  opinions  on  thia 
matter*  from  congenial  profeaaioaal  pan«ica>  as  well 
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M  a  particular  knoi^rledge  of  the  marine  of  Great  Brit- 
ain* declare  that  she  cannot,  at  any  time,  spare  more 
than  a  very  limited  force  for  the  American  station :  one 
'which  can  he  efiectuallj  resisted  by  aa  establishment 
'which  may  be  supported  -by  this  Government  without 
a  great  direct  expense,  while  in  its  efiects  it  will  greatly, 
^ore  than  reimburse  to  the  national  wealth,  t)ie  sums 
which  may  be  drawn  from  it  for  this  object ;  protect 
our  harbors  from  insult,  our  coasting  trade  from  spo- 
liations, and  give  us  the  dominion  of  a  sea  on  our  bor- 
ders which  we  ought  to  call  our  own,  and  defend  with 
our  cannon. 

Ta  detail  all  the  reasons  on  which  this  opinion  is 
founded,  would,  perhaps,  not  be  in  the  power  of  yout 
committee,  who  are  in  part  governed  by  the  opinions 
of  men  of  experience  and  profession  si  skill,  (often 
among  the  best  grounds  of  human  faith,  but  not  always 
equally  communicable :)  buttheleading  &cts and  prin- 
ciples on  which  it  is  founded,  are  too  plain  and  obvioua 
to  labor  under  this  difficulty.  The  history  of  all  times 
proves  the  inability  of  Great  Britain  or  any  other  Pow- 
0t  to  $taiion  a  large  frrce  in  remote  seas ;  ibr,  indepen- 
dent of  the  neceaszty  which  always  exists  for  its  pres- 
ence in  more  proximate  quarters,  could  the  former 
nation  place  the  whole  of  her  thousand  shipa  on  our 
coast,  she  would  be  unable,  in  a  state  of  hostilky  with 
the  United  States,  competently  to  itipply  even  a  eon- 
aiderable  squadron  of  themi  ibr  any  duration  of  time, 
with  the  least  regard  to  the  efficiency  of  Uie  service, 
and  without  a.  wasteful  and  ruinous  expense :  let  those 
who  hold  a  diJ&rent  opi|iion  declare  how  and  fiom 
whence  1 

To  the  defence  of  your  porta  and  harbors  and  the 
protectioxi  of  your  coasting  trade  should  hie  confined,  in 
the  opinion  of  your  committee,  the  present  objects  and 
operations  of  any  navy  which  the  United  States  can  or 
ought  to  have.  In  this  view  onr  «dvanta|res  are  great 
and  manifest.  Looking  along  our  extended  line  of 
coast,  from  the  northeastern  to  the  southern  extreme  of 
our  territory*  we  discover  in  quick  suoceaston  ports  and 
harbon  Airniahing  in  abundance  every  supply  for  active 
and  constant  service ;  in  which  to  concentrate  by  mn- 
lual  advice  and^information,  which  can  be  transmitted 
with  the  greatest  certainty  and  speed,  the  fbraes  of  dif- 
ferent stations,  to  attack  the  enemy  in  detail  whan  his 
veasels  may  be  scuftteied ;  and  in  which  onr  ships  mvf 
find  refuge  and  aecurity  when  approached  by  a  force 
so  much  superior  as  to  forbid  a  combau  To  enter  no 
ftirther  into  details,  it  is  obvious  that,  from  these  ad« 
TUntages,  the  power  and  efficiency  of  an  Americirn 
Navy  must  be  double  its  nominal  proportion  to  that  of 
an  aasailing  enemy.  But  your  committee  beg  leave  to 
observe,  that  it  would  be  unworthy  (he  magnammity 
of  the  nation  to  look  only  at  one  Power,  and  forget 
that  it  stands  in  the  relation  of  an  independent  sove*' 
reignty  to  other  nations,  against  whom,  unlefs  man 
change  his  nature  and  cease  to  4m  violent  and  unjust,  it 
may  be  necessary  to  array  the  national  force  on  that 
element  where  the  injury  may  be  suffered  and  where 
alone  it  can  be  avenged  or  redressed.  "With  thie  view 
your  committee  have  not  considerod  this  subject  with 
regard  only  to  the  practicable  and  advisable  prepara- 
tion for  the  present  momentous  crisis,  which,  whatever 
it  may  be,  must  be  greatly  inadequate,  for  the  reasons 
already  staUd ;  but  the  object  of  the  committee  is  to 
recommend  a  system  which  shall  look  totfutuiity,  and 
though  limited  by  the  present  aituation  and  means  of 
the  country,  have  a  capacity  to  be  enlarged  in  proper^ 
tinn  to  the  growing  weaUh,  commerce,  and  population 


of  the  nation.    Your  committee  are,  at  the  ane  ^ut, 
not  unaware  that  seme  of  those  who  are  unfrimdh  to 
a  navy,  ground  their  opposition  rather  upon  ite  hton 
permanent  establishment,  than  on  its  present  tifenau 
But  your  committee  will  only  observe,  that  the  viidaoi 
of  that  policy  seems  to  reach  as  far  beyond  icasosuble 
practicable  views',  as  it  will  probably  fall  short  of  ihe 
attainment  of  its  object    To  restrain  the  grettfna- 
gies  of  such  a  number,  as  this  country  poisrswt,oftbft 
best  seamen  the  world  ever  beheld,  and  such  t  nu  ^ 
tonnage  as  Great  Britain  herself  has  not  boasted  men 
than  twenty  years,  will  as  much  transcend  the  iecUe 
efforts  of  the  politician  as  it  would  be  beyond  hii  por- 
er  to  cr^te  them ;  they  are  formed  by  the  high  bcbetf 
oi  beneficent  nature,  nurtured  by  our  wise,  fm  tad 
happy,  public  iAstitutions,  and  can  only  pezish  imt 
the  latter. 

Your  committee,  however,  admit,  that  it  will  neids 
be  politic  nor  practicable  to  swell  the  Naval  £«taU:^ 
ment  of  this  country  to  the  size  of  out-  desires  or  of  ev 
necessitieaj^  but  a  gradual  increase  of  it  is,  io  tbor 
ppinion,  virithin  the  most  limited  means,  and  within  i^ 
obvious  policy  of  Our  Government,  and  in  attefflptiac 
thia  some  present  addition  will  be  made  (too  littk- 
mnch  too  little,  they  lament)  to  the  best  strength  d 
the  nation,  and  aa  a  measnrp  of  pteparatien  fat  tbs 
crisis  of  danger. 

With  these  obsarvattona,  and  with  a  foil,  detailed. aal  i 
usefol  report  of  the  SecreCaiy  of  the  Navy,  in  icflr  ii| 
queationa  propounded  hy  your  committee,  thej'bcy 
leave  to  recommend,  that  all  the  vessels  of  war  of  ^ 
United  Statea,  not  now  in  service,  which  are  woitkf 
of  repair,. be  immediately  repaired,  fitted  out,  and  pi^ 
into  actual  service: 

That  ten  additional  frigates,  averaging  thiity-cigk 
guna,  be  built ;  that  a  competent  sum  of  money  be  i^ 
propriated  Ibr  the  pnrehase  of  a  stock  of  timber,  tad 
that  a  dock,  ibr  repairing  the  vesaelaof  war  of  the  L'B' 
ted  Statea,  be  eatablished  in  some  central  and  ooan-i 
ntent  place.  | 

They  also  beg  ieava  to  report  a  Mil,  entitled  '*A  bi 
ooneerniiig  the  Naval  Establishment.*' 

Mr.  Cbsves  then  presented  a  biH  eonceraifi? 
the  NaTAl  Estabiisbmeotf^ which  was  twice  reid 
and  C(wnniLtted. 

FOREIGN  RELATIONS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideratioa  of  the 
unfinished  business. 

The  fifth  resoluiioo,  yesterday  adopted,  respect- 
ing the  Nayy,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  o( 
the  Whole,  to  whom  was  this  day  committed 
the  bill  concerBiBg  the  Naval  Esmblishmrat ; 
and  the  fourth,  respecting  authoriziog  the  EI^ 
cative  to  call  out  detachmenta  of  militia,  vas 
referred  to  the  Commtciee  of  Foreign  Relations 
to  report  a  bill. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  thesiitk 
and  last  resolution  reported  by  the  committee,  ii 
the  followiag  words : 

*'6.  That  it  is  expe<}ient  to  permit  our  nerchiot 
vessels,  owned  exclusively  by  resident  citaens,  as^ 
commanded  a|id  navigated  solely  by  dtixena,  to  tia 
imder  proper  reguktions,  to  be  prescribed  by  law,  ifl 
seifWlefence,  against  all  unlawful  ^oceedings  tovanif 
them  on  the  high  seas.'* 

Mr.  Wright  movad  to  amend  the  resolution, 
by  adding  thereto  the  following: 
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*» And  U^t  if  atMieked  by,  any  Britwh  4l4p  or  ▼emely 

shaii  be  Uwfiil  to  capture  and  bring  such  ship  or 

»se(  into  aay  port  of  the  .United  States  for  adju- 


catioD. 


Mr.  FiNDLEY  mored  to  postpone  the  further 

>nsideration  of  the  rea^lution  and  amendment 

>  the  first  Monday  in  March  next. 

After  debate  on  these  motions,  the.  House  ad- 

nroed  without  coming  to  a  decision 'oa  either. 


WeoifK80A.v,  December  18. 

Mr.  Rhba  presented  petitions  from  Louisiana 
erritory,  in  favor  of  the  second  grade  of  QoTern« 
lent. — Referred. 

The  consideration  of  the  un.finished  business  of 
•sterday,  respecting  arming  raerchaatmen,  dbc., 
as  called  for;  when  it  was,  on  motion  of  Mr/ 
.AXDOLPH,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
Mr.  Porter,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Lelaiioos,  to  whom  was  committed  the  bill  from 
ae  Senate,  '*  completing  the  existing  Military  Es- 
iblishmeot,''  reported  Itie  same  without  amend- 
leat.— Committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
)-morrow.    • 

On  ipotion  of  Mr.  Jennings,  the  Committee 
Q  the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire 
ito  the  expediency  of  establishing  another  d is- 
let, for  the  disposal  of  the  public  lands^  by  a  divi- 
on  of  the  disUict  of  Kaskaskia  5  to  report  by,  bill 
r  otherwise. 

Mr.  Macon,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
leans,  presented  a  bill  allowing  additional  qom- 
ensation  to  the  Postmaster  General ;  which  was 
ad  twice,  add  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
le  Whole  on  the  bill  to  continue  in  force,  for  a 
irlher  lime,  the  act  fixing  the  salaries  of  cectaid 
fficers  of  Government  therein  mentioned. 

BATTLE  ON  THE  WABASH. 

Mr.  Ormsby  moved  the  following  resolution : 
Resohed,  That  a  comniittee  be  i^ppointed  to  inquire 
rhether  any,  and  if  any,'  what  provision  ought  to  bo 
tade  by  law  for  paying  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
lilitia  who  served  uttder  Governor  Harriaori^  in  the 
lie  expedition  against  the  Indians  on  the  Wabash,  to 
smpensate  them  for  the  loss  of  horses,  and  for  the  relief 
f  the  widows  and  orphans  of  thbse  who  fell  m  the 
etion  of  the  seveAth  of  November  last ;  and  that  they 
are  leave  to  report  by  hill  or  otherwise. 
The  said  resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
n  the  table.  * 

Mr.  McKbb  mored  the  foltowtng  resolution : 
Ruohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Statoa 
«  requested  to  caose  to  be  laid  before  this  House  snch 
nformatioB  as  may  be  in  the  possession  of  the  Govern- 
lent,  and  proper  to  be  Gommunlcated'i  on  the  foUpw.- 
ag  points : 

1.  Any  evidence  tending  to  show  whether  any  and 
vhat  agency  the  subjects,  either  public  or  private,  of 
my  foreign  Power,  may  have  had  in  exciting  the  In- 
lians  on  the  Westerp  frontier  to  hostility  against  the 
United  States  \  >  . 

2.  The  evidence  of  hostility  towards  the  United  Stales, 
m  the  part  of  the  Shawanee  Prophet  and  his  adhe- 
ent»,  anterior  to  the  commencement  of  the  late  cam- 
jsign  against  them,  under  the  command  of  Gevorjior 
iarrison;  ,     * 


8.  The  orders  and  authority  vestod  in  GoTemor  Har- 
rison by  the  United  States,  under  which  the  lato  expe- 
dition against  the  Indians  was  carded  on ;  and  such 
other  information  relating  to  the  subject,  as,  in  the 
opinion  of  tbe  President,  may  be  proper  to  be  commu*^' 
nicated  to  this  House. 

The  resolution  wa9  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on. 
tbe  table. 

APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 

'The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  of  conference  made  on 
the  1 1th  instant,  together  with  the  messag;e  from; 
the  Senate  adhering  to  their  amendments  to  the 
bill  on  this  subject. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Randolph,  to  refer 
the  bill  and  report  to  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole, 
and  negatived. 

A  motion  was  then  made  hy  Mr.  Fisk,  that  this 
House  do  recede  from  their  disagreement  to  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate. 

After  much  debate,  the  question  was  determined 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  72.  nays  62,  as  follows 

YmAS-^Witliam  Anderson,  Stevenson  Archer,  Dan- 
iel Avery,  E^ekiel  Bacon,  Josiah  Bartlett,  William  W. 
Bibb,  Abyah^igelow,  Harmanos  Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd, 
Elijah  Bfigham,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chit- ' 
tenden,  Thomas  B.  Cooke,  John  Pavenport,  jr.,  Roger^ 
Davis,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,, 
William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R. 
Gold,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Boiling 
Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  John  M.  Hyneman, 
Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Joseph  Kent,  Philip  B.  Key, '' 
Lyman  Law,  Peter  Little,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Ale^tander  MeKim,  Arunah  Metcalf*  Jame^ 
Milnor,  Baro'l  L.  MitchiU,  Jonathan  O.- Moseley,  .Wil-^ 
Ham  Paulding,  jr.,  William  Piper,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,' 
Benj'n  Pond,  Peter  B,  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  JoMah 
Quiney,  William  R«d,  Heniy  M.  Ridgely,  Samuel 
Ringgold,  William  Rodman,  Ebenexer^  Sage,  Thomaa 
Sammons,  fibenezer  8eav«r,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel. 
ShaWf  John  Smilie,  George  ^mith,  Silas  Stow,  William 
Strong^  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  George  Sullivan,  Samuel 
Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Peleg  Talliiian,  Uri 
Tracy>  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jr., 
Laban  Wheaton,  Leonsrd  White,  William  Widgery, 
and  Robert  Wright. 

NATS---WiUis  Alston,  jr.,  John  Bsker,  David  Bard, 
Burwell  Bassett,  William  Blackledge,  Thomas  Blount^. 
James  Breckenridge,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Bur- 
well,  Wm.  Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves^.. 
James  Cochran,  Jobn  Clopton,  Lewis  Condi t,  William 
Crawfor(),  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Elias  Earle, 
Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Ghokon,  Peterson  Good-' 
wyn,  Edwin  Gray, Felix  Grundy,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob, 
Hufty,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  William  R.  King,  Abner 
t«acock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  William' 
Lowndes,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George  C.  M&xwell,  Thoa. 
Moore,  Archibald  McBryde,  William  McCoy,  Samuel^ 
McKee,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nel-' 
son,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  New- 
ton, Stephen.  Ormaby,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickena,; 
Jamea  P^asanta*  jr.,  John  Randolph  John  Rheai  Johnt. 
Roane,  Jonathan  Roberta,  John  Se«i»  Daniel  She&y» 
Jobn  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  PHto  Stuart,  Gcorgel 
M.  Troup,  Robert  Whitehili,  David  R,  Williams,  Tho- 
mas Wilson,  and  Richard  Winn* 
>  So  the  House  agreed  to  recede  fcom  their  diaa-., 
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greement^o  the  Senate's  Bmendment,  which  of' 
course  prevails,  and  the  ratio  is  fixed  at  35,000. 


TboeisdaTj  December  19. 

Mr.  Baker  presented  two  petitions  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  city  and  coonty  of  Washing- 
ton, praying  that  the  act  df  the  State  of  Maryland, 
laying  a  tax  on  inarriage  Itoenses  of  four  dollars 
may  be  revived  in  Washington  county,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  that  the  money  thus 
collected  may  be  applied  to  the  use  of  schools. — 
Referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia, 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Vermont, 
ratifying  and  confirming  an  aniendme6t  proposed 
by  Congress  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  concerning  the  occeptance  of  titles  of 
nobility  from  foreign  Powers,  by  citizens  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  PoiNDEXTER  mt>ved  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  conduct  of  Harry  ToQlmin,  Judge  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Washington,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and 
,  raport  whether,  in  ihcir  opinion,  be  has  so  acted,  in  his 
official  capacity,  as  to  require  the  interposition  of  the 
Constitutional  powers  of  this  House ;  and  that  said 
committee  have  power  to  send  for  penona  and  papers. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  tabic. 

Mr.  Rhea  presented  a  resolution  of  the  .Legis- 
kture  of  the  State  of  Tennipssee,  disapproving  of 
the  amendment  proposed  by  Massachusetts,  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  limiting  the 
duration  of  any  act  laying  an  embargo  within  the 
United  States;  disapproving #f  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Virginia  to  the  said  Constitution,  re- 
specting a  removal  from  office  of  the  Senators  of 
the  United  States;  disapproving  of  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Pennsylvania  to  the  said  Con- 
stitution, for  the  erection  of  a  tribunal  to  deter- 
mine controversies  between  the  General  and  State 
Governments ;  and  approving  of  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Congress  to  the  said  Constitution, 
concerning  the  acceptance  of  titles  of  nobility  by 
citizens  of  the  United  States  from  foreign  Powers. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  Statesjtransmittingtwo  letters  received 
from  Governor  Harrison,  of  the  Indiana  Terri- 
tory, rej)oriing  the  ])articulars  of  the  issue  of  the 
expedition  under  his  command  on  the  Wabash. 
The  Message  and  letters  were  read,  and  referred 
to  Mr.  McKee,  Mr.  Sevier,  Mr.  Breckenbidqe, 
Mr.  Morrow,  Mr.  Alston,  Mr.  Lefbver,  and 
Mr.  MAxwsLii,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to 
the  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of  ha usted' patience  of  thfe  nation.  As  I  shall  rote 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  made  the  against  the  resolution,  I  feel  it  to  be  my  iodispeo- 
86th  ultimo;  and  the  resolutions  therein  contained*  sable  duty  to  detail  to  the  House  the  reasoos  by 


as  the  'ConunoiiWealth  of  Yirgnua  may  ipfMttt,  te 
ascertain,  aiid  finally  determine  and  fix  dte  Wcsieia 
boundaty  line  of  the  Virginia  raiiitaiy  trad,  accordbf 
to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  conditiofi  cf  the 
deed  of  ceeaion  from  Virginia  to  tlie  Ujiiled  StitHf 
touching  the  military  res^vation  between  the  mvn 
Scioto  and  Little  -Miami. 

Besoived,  That  provisioii  oaghx  to  be  made  bj  Uv 
to  prevent  the  issuing  of  pateota  on  socveys  execs&ed 
in  Tirtne  of  Virginia  military  warrants,  west  of  i^ 
boundary  line  designated  by  the  act  of  Coagresi  of  tb 
23d  Marchi,  one  thousand  ejght  handred  and  foor. 

Resohedt  That»  in  the  event  of  the  said  exicuog 
bottndaiy  line  being  found  by.  the  said  eomnussiosm 
to  exclude  lands  belonging  to  the  Virginia  militsrj  tmt, 
the  said  commissiooen  shall  ascertain  the  qasntitj  uj 
quality  of  the  land  so  excluded,  end  shall  have  povcf 
to  locate  other  unappropriated  lands  equal  in  quaflthr 
aiid  quality  ;  which  lands  shall  be  liable  to  loctt»& 
under  Virginia  military  land  warrants,  from  and  afie- 
the  — ^  day  of ;. 

Ortfered^  That  a  bill  be  brought  in,  pursuant  is 
the  said  resolutions;  and  that  the  Committee  C3 
the  Public  lands  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  sankL 

On  motion  bf  Mr.  Burweli., 

Retolted^  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  th*j 
House,  by  the  proper  officers,  a  statement  of  tbe 
capital  employed  in  the  Indian  trade  ;  theamooat 
of  annual  purchases,  sales,  and  articles,  receired 
in  payment;  together  with  the  number,  DttDcs, 
and  salaries,  of  agents  employed,  the  places  wheft 
stationed,  and  specifying,  as  far  as  practicable,  ibe 
state  of  the  trade  at  each  {)Iace  for  4he  last  foof 
years. 

Messrs.  Bdrwbll  anil  Bleecker  were  appoioi' 
ed  a  committee  to  present  the  said  resolution  to 
the  President. 

rOREIGN,  BELATIUN8. 

Tbe  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  tbe 
aiith  resolution,  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations,  in  the  foil  owing  words : 

'^di  That  it  is  expedient  to  permit  our  merchut 
TaaaeJf,  owned  ezcluatTely  by  resident  citizeoB,  to  am, 
under  proper  regulations,  to  be  prescribed  by  Uw,  in 
selMefence,  against  all  unlawful  proceedings  tovanb 
iham  on  the  hiigh  a^as.''  > 

'  Mr.  FiMDLBir  withdrcfw  hia  mockui  to  postpooi 
the.  same  to  the  first  Monday  in  March. 

Mr.  Wbiobt  -witliclrew  the  ameadaocBt  be  ba^ 
proposed,  and  moved  to  strikeout  these  wordi: 
*Mn  self-defence  against  all  uoiawfiii  proceeding 
against  them  on  the  high  seas." 

Mr.  AR0tiER.-*^Tfae  sixth  resolution  of  the  Con* 
mittee  of  Foreign  Relations  being  now  on  its  pas- 
sage,! must  express  mysorrowthat  I  am  compiled 
to  obtrude  my  humble  observations  upon  (befi- 
tigued  patience  of  the  House,  and  the  more  ex- 


were  specially  concurred  in  by  the  Houae,  as  foN. 
lows: 

Ruohedt  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  by  lew 
ht  the  appointment  of  commissioners,  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States,  t9  aot  vrlth  anch  oommiaaionera 


which  my  vote  shall  be  actuated.  Many  honor- 
able members  may,  perhaps,  conceive  that  it 
would  be  more  proper  for  me  to  reserve  m]f  re- 
marks for  the  bill,  when  it  shall  be  reported ;  but 
sir,  I  have  ever  held  it  to  be  my  sacred  duty  to 
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oppose,  eren  io  Us.  ipctpi^Dt  sUte^  every  roefisare. 
which  may  be^hostiU  to  the  nghts,  or  daogerous 
to  (he  interests  of  my  country,  lest^  by  not  a^em- 
iog  to  oppose,  my  Aoadue^  abould  be  construed 
ioto  an  encouragement  of  such  a  measure. 

Fur  what  purpose^  air,  let  me  ask|  have  we 
idopted  the  resoltttioo  preceding  this?  Was  it 
'or  the  purpose  of  destroying  the.  GoTernment? 
Wii  it  that  the  m«mb^r$  of  that  Army  should 
theatb  their  swords  in  the  bo^vels  of  the  liberties 
)f  their  country  ?  Who  will  impute  to  this  body 
odi^raceful  a  motire?  Are  you  about  to. raise 
tstaodiog  army,  not  for  the  purpose  of  making 
)reparaiions  for  war,  but  with  a  view  of  intim'i- 
latiDg  Great  Britain  to  recede  from  her  unjust 
afractioQs  of  our  neutral  righttr?  Do  not  think 
hat  she  will  be  intimidated  by  any  preparations 
vhich  you  can  make,  however  formidable  they 
nay  be.  She  knows,  too  Well,  your,  conduct 
leretofore,  to  believe  you  are  it)  earnest.  She 
Duws  that,  many  years  ago,  you  resolv,ed  to  re- 
ist,  bat  that  this  honorable  determination  termi- 
ated  ia  ao  empty  resolution.  She  knows,  tog 
rell,  that  yon  have-  been,  heretofore,  prodigal  in 
rords.aDd  paraimoeioas  in  spirited  action.  I  do 
otset  myself  apfor  a  propbetj  but,  ntark  me,  if 
t  be  Dot  true,  that  Qreai  Britain  will  Dot  do  vott 
ustice  tilt  you  carrv  the  war  out  of  this  hail  into 
le  heart  of  her  eoloaiai  territoriea. 

Under  the  firmest  conviction,  then,  a»  I  am. 
lat  war  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
tritain — if  we  have  any  respect  for  bur  honor  as 
nation — will  be  an  event  of  inevitable  copse* 
aence,  I  have  in  vain  searched  for  the  reasons 
rhtch  would  induce  bs  to  authorize  our  mer- 
bant  vessels  to  arm  against  all  unlawful  moIe.v 
;tions  on  the  high  seas.  As  the  resolution  is,  in 
s  nature,  general,  every  man  must  see,  on  the 
)otrary,  the  dangers  necessarily  attendant  upon 
le  adoption  of  such  a  measure.  You  are  now 
1  the  very  verge  of  war,  and  you  shooed,  there-' 
>re,  be  careful  not  to  multiply  yoOr  eneoiies. 
ou  may,  by  passing  this  resolution,  make  France 
)ur  enemy.  You  may  enlist  Denmark  and  other 
owers  of  £urope  against  you.  This  is  an  event 
i)ich  would  be  deepl)r  deprecated  ;  and,  that  it 
tould  happen,  is  nothing  improbable;  for  your 
ere  ban  ta,  arined  as  they  will  be,  in  defence  oi 
ieir  commeree,  tnay  select  4 he  nation  Who  is  to 
i  your  enemy.  If  thev  are  molested  io  their  com^ 
erce,  whether  lawful  or  junlawfol,  they  will  be 
sposed  to  resist.  At  any  rate,  they  will  be  the 
dges  of  the  juncture  wheu  their  interests  may 
il  ^or  the  interposition  of  force,  and  will.ezer- 
fte  that  force  nceording  to  tbeir  own  whims  and 
prices.  They  sail  on  the  oeean  clothed  with 
itionat  authority,  and  for  their  actions,  whether 
wful  or  unlawfjul,  yon  will  be  compelled  to  an- 
^er.  Sir,  I  respect  the  highly  honorable  occu- 
ttion  of  a  merchant,  but  am  not  disposed  to 
•rry  that  respect  so  far  as  to  give  my  sanction  to 
e  adoption  of  a  measure  which  may  jeopardize 
e  peace,  aad  endaliger  the  interests  oi  my  coun- 
ir*  If  this  resolution  were  to  authorize  an  am- 
g  against  Great  Qritain  alone,  til  is  arguiqent 
ould  have  no  ^fiect  *,  but  as  it  has  a  view  to  a 


gene.<'al  arming  against  alt  naiioofs,  this  l-eason- 
iog  is  conclusive  on  my  mind,  and  must  operate 
in  the  same  way  upon  all  men  who  willjmve  the^ 
subject  i  dispassionaie  consideration.  The  con- 
sequences of  such  a  measure  are  plain  and  obvi- 
pus.  NoWj  let  us  examine  whether  there  exists 
any  reason  suffipiently  powerful  to  outweigh  these 
coo^idefalions. 

What  is  the  object,  and  the  only  one  too,  as 
stated  by  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Com* 
mittee  of  Fofeign  Relations,  (Mr.  Porteb,)  for 
the  adoption  of  this  nieasure  7  Your  vessels  will 
be  armed  and  prepared  for  privateering  the  mo-^ 
ment  war  shall  be  declared.  Why,  sir,  do  you 
think  the  pierchants  will  believe  that  you  really 
intend  to  go  to  war  ?  And,  if  they  doubt  upon 
this  subject,  do  you  suppose  they  will  be  so  re- 
gardless of  their  own  interests  as  to  expend  their 
capital  in  fitting  out  privateers,  when  no  absolute 
certainty  exists  that  war  is  your  object,  or  your 
serious  intention  ?  It  would,  certainly,  be  ao  ob- 
ject of  no  inconsiderable  moment  to  have  priva- 
teers prepared  to  harass  and  disturb  the  com- 
merce of  Great  Britain  in  the  event  of  war.  If 
this  be' your  object,  you  are  taking  a  very  im- 
proper course  to  obtain  it.  If  such  be  your  object, 
take  some  decided  and  energetic  step  which  will 
convince  even  the  incredulous  that  you  will  resort 
to  the  sword  to  obtain  justice,  and  your  end  will 
soon  be  eflected.  But,  do  not  depress  the  hopea 
of  the  nation  by  saiictioning  this  tame,  imbecile, 
and  tiem{)orizing  syrstem. 

.  What  is  the  spirit  that  breathes  in  the  tive  res- 
olutions which  have  been,  adopted — resolutions 
wbich  wfce  in  entire  accordance  with  my  feel- 
ings? Is  it  not  a  spirit  of  war?  Do  they  not 
bear  a  hostile  aspect?  Are  they  not  calculated 
to  induce  Great  Britain  to  believe  that  forb^r* 
ance  on  our  part  ha|i  terminated,  and  that  we  are 
resolved,  unless  she  speedily  extend  to  us  full  and 
ample  justice,  to  decide  the. contest  by  the  sword  ? 
Havejrou  anything  to  hope,  by  operating  upoa 
the  minds  of  the  rulers  of  that  nation,  a  convic- 
tion that  you  are  boasting  iio  longer  ?  If  you  do 
entertain  such  a  hope,  I  prav  you,  do  not  adopt- 
this  measure — a  measure  which  will  show  her 
the  fluctuation  of  our  opinions,  and  the  repug- 
nai|cy  of  our  plans ;  a'  measure  which  will  lull 
to  sleep  her  fears  of  war,  and  convince  her  not 
only  or  your  indecision,  but  of.  your  timidity  to 
unsheath  your  sword  in  defence  of  rights  clear, 
and  undisputed,  and  in  avenging  injuries  too 
glaring  for  the  diffoity  and  honor  of  a  nation  to 
submit  to.  Are  toe  wishes  of  this  nation  to  he 
unattended  to?  Ought  we  not  to  relieve  its 
anxieties?  Or,  are  we  to  tantalize  their  hopes 
with  eOergy  in  one  law  and  imbecility  in  anoth' 
er?  Are  the  merchants  to  be  told  we  will  pro* 
tect  their  commerce  ?  By  what  ?  By  granting 
tbera  a  right  which  nature  has  already  given  to 
them?  Is  commerce  to  be  protected  by  abridg- 
ing the  natural  rights  of  the  people?  Is  this 
measure  no  abridgement  of  their  rights?  Doea 
it  not  confine  the  legality  of  arming  to  resident 
citizens  alone?  Look  at  the  naeasure  as  you 
please,  it  is  a  dead  Jetter^    Is  this  the  period,  of 
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all  others  to  be  seteeted  to  incorporace  untneao- 
iug  laws  in' the  body  of  your  statute  oook  ?  Do 
Doi  satirize,  by  such  an  act,  the  manly  sfeosibility 
of  the  people.  Do  not  paralyze  the  national  arm. 
No ;  let  us  do  justice  to  the  patios  by  the  adop- 
tion of  such  measures  as  will  renovate  the  de- 
pressed spirits  of  our  constituents;  which  will 
prevent  them  from* falling  into  that  destructive 
and  deadly  languor  which  this  resolution  is  cal- 
culated to  produce. 

Mr.  Speaker,  permit  roe  to  address  mysenti- 
liients  plainly  to  jrou.  The  people  are  becoming 
tired  of  the  indecision  of  this  body.  They  have 
read  many  a  fine  and  gaudy  Speech  which  has 
been  delivered  in  this  hall,  and*  let  me  say,  too, 
that  they  have  seen  much  of  bad  voting.'  It  is 
bi^hnime  to  throw  off  a  temporizing  policy,  and 
to  take  a  decided  and  energetic  stand — no  arming 
of  merchantmen  without  the  privilege  of  making 
reprisals,  and  reprisals  from  that  Power  too,  spe- 
cifically,  that  oppresses  yxni.  Had  my  worthy  col- 
league (Mr.  WriOht)  not  withdrawn  his  amend- 
ment, I  would  have  given  it  my  sanction.  I  admit 
it  would  have  been  an  act  of  war.  and  for  that 
reason  I  would  have  voted  for  it ;  for,  in  our 
present  situation,  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  en- 
listmenla  without  the  adoption  T>f  som«  such 
measure. 

Instead,  sir,  of  this  resolution,  I  seriously  think 
that  policy  dictates  to  us  to  lay  an  embargo  on 
our  vessels  for  a  limited  time.  Not  an  eml)argo 
of  coercion  on  foreign  Powers,  but  an  embargo 
for  the  preservation  of  our  property  which  is  now 
afloat  on  the  surface  of  the  ocean.  It  would  pre- 
vent those  innumerable  bankruptcies  which  would 
be  immediately  consequent  on  a  declaration  of 
war  in  all  your  mercantile  towns ;  bankruptcies 
which  are  not  only  injurious  to  the  bankrupts 
themselves,  but  deadly  to  the  resources  of  the 
nation,  for  the  wealth  of  a  nation  should  always 
be  graduated  by  the  wealth  of  its  citizens.  Your 
merchants  are  now  sailing  in  every  sea  with  the 
productions  of  your  soil.  We  shall  have  to  con- 
tend with  the  most  formidable  naval  Power  in 
the  world,  and  th«  moment  war  is  declared  vour 
commerce  will  be  swept  from  the  surface  of  the 
deep.  Wet  should  gather  in  our  merchant  ships. 
We  should,  in  truth,  sir,  act  like  provident  hus- 
bandmen. Let  us.  therefore,  go  into  our  unpro- 
tected fields,  cut  down  our  harvest,  and  remove 
it  to  places  of  security,  that  our  enemies  and  not 
ourselves  may  be  the  gleaners  in  the  field. 

If,  sir,  the  resolution  now  under  consideration 
should  be  adopted,  the  whole  system  will  form  ^. 
strange  picture.  You  may  touch  it  with  the 
master-pencil  of  a  Rubens,  it  will  still  be  a 
homely  picture,  incongruous  in  its  parts,  and  in 
the  whole  ungraceful.  It  does  appear  to  me  tp 
be  a  perfect  anomaly,  a  measure  which  can  be 
classed  under  neither  the  general  head  of  peace 
or  war.  The  Lacedemonians,  it  is  said,  nut  to 
death,  all  deformed  infants.  I  trust  this  House 
will  be  endued  with  a  Lacedemonian  spirit  which 
will  crush  this  creature  in  the  deformity  of  its 
birth,  and  that  it  will  not  be  sufiered  to  haiig  a 
dead  weight  on  the  nation.    Thus,  sir,  have  P 


offered  to  yoo  a  fbw  of  the  reasons  which  opente 
upon  my  mind,  and  which  will  induce  me  to?c(e 
against  the  resolution.  I  have  done  so  to  prereot 
a  misconstruction  of  my  motives,  and  thatmf 
reasons  may  go  with  my  vote  to  mjr  C0D5titseBt;. 
I  should'  have  placed  my  Views  in  a  clearer  light 
upon  this  subject  to  the  House,  but  tfi^  efflbamss- 
meots. inseparable  from  one  who  is  tinaecastODi^ 
to  address  deliberative  assemblies,  have  preveotd 
me  from  doing  to  the  subject  that  justice  which 
it  merits. 

The  question  was  i^QW  uken,  and  decided  u 
follows : 

Ymab — Willis  AIstOQ»  Jan.,  Williim  Andenob,  8^ 
venson  Archer,  Daniel  Avery,  Ezekiel  Bmcoo,  Dani! 
Bard,  Josiah  Bartlett,  William  W.  Bibb,  WiUiam  A. 
Borwell,  William  Butler,  John  Clopton,  William  Cnt- 
ford,  Roger  Davis,  Joseph  Pesha,  Samnd  Dinsa«i, 
Thomas  Gbolson,  Peterson  Gopdwyn,  Fdii  Gnu^. 
Boiling  Hall,  Aylett  Hawea,  John  M.  Hynemao,  1 
M,  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent.  William  H.  Kong,  Peur 
Little^  Andrew  Lyle,  WilUam  McCoy,  Samuel  McRee, 
Alexander  McKim,  Samuel  L.  Mitchtll,  James  N» 
gan,  Anthony  New,  Stephen  Ormaby,  James  P1e» 
ants,jun.,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Joaiali  Qnincy,  WiliisB 
Reed,  Bamnel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  Jahn  Rotne,Johi 
Sevier,  Qeorge  Smitlh  George  M«  Troop,  Robt.MnHk- 
hUl,  David  R.  Wiiliama,  and  Robert  Wright-46. 

NATa—John  Baker,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Win.  Blui* 
ledge,  Harmanlis  Bleecker,  Thomas  Bloant,  Atiia 
Boyd,  Jamea  Breckevidge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Ro^ 
Brown,  John  C.  Calboim,  Epapbroditos  CbanpioB. 
Langdon  Chevea,  Martin  Chttta&den,  James  Cochna, 
Thomaa  B.  Cooke,  Lewis  Condit,  John  Da^enpoitjN 
John  Dawson;  WiUiam  Ely,  WiUiam  FimUey,  iutf 
Fisk,  Asa  Fitch,  Mea)^ack  Franklin,  Thoa.  R.  M 
Charles  Goldaboroagh*  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Obed  H4 
John  A.  Harper,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  Jackson,  job, 
Abner  La<»ck,  Lvman  Law,  Joseph  Lefevcr,  Jmep^ 
Lewis,  junior,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  WiDiia 
Lowndes,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George  C.  Muweil. 
Thomas  Moore,  Archibald  McBryde,  Amnsh  M«tca]i; 
James  Milnor,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.MoeeleT, 
Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newt», 
WilUam  Paulding,  junior,  Joseph  Pearson,  larteiPic^* 
ens,  William  Piper,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Benjamis 
Pond,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Jonaito 
Roberts,  William  Rodman,  Ebeneaer  Sage,  Ebesoff 
Seaver,  Samttd  ShaW,  Daniel  Sheffey,  JobnSffliltBi 
John  8mi&,  Riohanl  SUnfocd,  PhUip  Staart,  Siltf 
Stow,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggait,  BsDjuua 
TaUmadge,  Peleg  TaUmaa,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Tn^ 
ner,  jnaior,  Pierre  Van  Cortiandt,  jon^  Laban  Wha* 
ton,  Leonard  White,  WUliam  Widgery,  and  Tbootf 
WUson— 77. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  McKim  to 
amend  the  said  resolution  by  striking  out  thex 
words : 

''Permit  our  merchant  vessels,  owned  exdasiTelj 
by  resident  citiaens,  and  commanded  and  nsngtted 
solely  by  citizens,  to  arm  under  proper  reguIalioDs,  t» 
be  prescribed  by  law,  in  self-defence  against  all  uqU** 
fol  proceedings  against  them  on  the  high  less,"  for  iltf 
purpose  of  inserting  the  following :  **  aaffaoriie  wff- 
chant  ▼easels  of  the  United  States  to  arm,  under  proptf 
regnlaliona,  to  be  praacribed  bylaw :" 

And  the  question  being  taken  so  to  amend,  it 
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vres  deterniiBed  in  the  negative— y eat  04,  sajTB 
92.  as  follows ; 

YiAs— >WiUimn  ^odenon,  SteTenson  Ardier,  Jotiah 
Birtlett,  William  Btackledfe,  John  Clopton,  Lewis 
Jondit,  Isdah  L.  6rMn,  Felix  Qnindy,  BoUing  Hall, 
^ylett  Hawef,  Joeeph  Kent,  Abner  Lacock,  Peter  Lit^ 
le,  George  C.  Maxwell^  Thomas  Moore,  Alexander 
4cKiin,  Anthonj  New,  Thomaa  Newhold,  Stephen 
)rfflsby,  Batoiuel' Ringgold,  George  M.  Troap»  David 
L  Wiliianui,  WiBiam  Widgeiy,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Nats— Willie  AUton,  jnn*,  Daniel  Atotj,  Enrfciel 
)acon,  John  B«ker,  DaTid  Bard,  William  W.  Btbb^ 
ibijah  Bigelow,  Harmanua'Bleecker,  Thomas  Blount, 
^dam  Boyd,  Jftmaa  Breckenridge,  Elgah-Brigham, 
lobert  Brown,  William  A.  Qnrweir,  WUIiam  Butler, 
ohn  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  Martin  Chitten- 
Icn,  James  Coehran,  Thomas  B.  Coake,  William 
/rawibid,  John  Davenport,  junior*  Roger  Davis,  John 
)awiOD,  Joseph  Desha,  WtUiam  Ely,  WiUiam  Find^ 
ey,  Asa  Pitch,  Mcphack  Franklin,  l*homas  Ghoison, 
Phomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Peterson 
xoodwyn,  Obed  Hallv  John  A.  HaiTper,  John  M«  Hyne- 
san,  Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Richajd  M.  Johnson^  Wil- 
iam  R.  King;  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lefeverf  Robert  La 
toy  Livingston,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron  LyK  Na- 
haniel  Maeon,  Archibald  MpBryde,  William  McCov, 
Ininab  Metcalf,  James  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitdhillf 
ames  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Marrow,  Jonathan  O.  Mos^ 
ey,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  WUIiam  Pauld- 
ag,  Jan.,  Josepih  Pearson^  Israel  Pickens,  William 
*iper,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  James  Ple^sanU,  junior,' 
benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Pdrtier,  Blisha  R.  Potter, 
onah  Quincy,  WilHam  Reed,  Henry  M.  Ridgely, 
ohn  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  William 
todman,  Ebeneaer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  £be- 
texer  Seaver,  John  Sevier,,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  Shef- 
ey.  John  Smilte,  George  Smith,  John  .Smith,  Rich- 
id  Sunford,  Philip  Stiiart,  Silas  Stew,  Lewis  B.  Stuf 
n,  Samoel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Peleg 
Tillman,  Charles  Turner,  junior,  Pierre  Van  Cor^ 
indt,  junior,  Laban  Wheaton,  I^onard  White,  and 
Phomas  Wilson. 

'The  question  was  then,  taken  to  concur  with 
be  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  slate 
>rihe  Union  in  their  agreement  to  the  said  sixth 
^solution,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  on  For- 
tigD  Relations;  and  resolved  in  the  affirmative — 
reas  97,  navs  22,  as  follows : 

Yeas— WiUis  Alston,  jun.,  William  Anderson,  Dan- 
el  Avery,  Ezekiol  Bacon, John  Baker, JosiahBartlett, 
A^iUiam  W.  Bibb,  Abijah  Bigelow,  William  Blacks 
edge,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  James  Breckenridg'e,  Eli- 
th  Brigham,  Wm  Butler,  John. C.Calhoun,  Epaphro- 
litus  Champion,  Langdon  Cheves,  Martin  Chittenden, 
ohn  Clopton,  Thomas  B.  Cooke,  Lewis  Condit,  Wil- 
iam  Crawford,  John  Davenport,  junior,  Roger  Davis, 
^ohn  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Wil- 
iao  Ely,  Wm.  Findley,  Asa  Fitch,  Meshack  FranlfUn, 
rhomaa  Ghoison,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsbo- 
;oagh,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix 
brandy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper, 
^ylett  Hawes,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  Jackson, 
unior,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  William  R.  King,  Abner 
^'^cock,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lefever,  Peter  Little, 
Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Aaron  Lyie,  George  C. 
Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  Archibald  McBryde,  William 
McCoy,  Ar,unah  Metcalf,  James  Milnor,  James  Mor- 
lu,  Jonathan  O.  Moaeley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas 
Mewbold,  Thomas  Nawton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Wil- 


liam pBQldmg,  juriior,  JiMeph  Pearson,  Isqial  Pick*, 
ens,  William  Piper,  Ti<n<>thy  Pitkin,  junidr,  James 
Pleasants,  junior,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter, 
EUsha  R.  Potter,  Josii^h  Quincy,  WilUam  Reed,  Henry 
M'.  Ridgely,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane, 
£benexer  Sage^  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenezer  Seaver, 
John  Sevier,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  John  Smith, 
,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Ben- 
jamin TAllmadge,  Peleg  Tallman,  Uri  Tracy,  George 
M.  Troup^  Charles  Turner,  junior,  Pierre  Van  Cor^ 
landt,  junior,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  Wm. 
Widgery,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

Navs— Stevenson  Archw,  David  Bard,  Thomas 
Bk>nnt,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  James  Cochran, 
Jacob  Httfty,  Joseph  Kent,  WiUiam  Lowndes,  Natha- 
niel Macon,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Sam- 
uel L.  Mitchill,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  Roberts, 
William  Rodman,  Daniel  Shefiey,  Richard  SUnford, 
Philip  Stuart,  Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  Williams,, 
and  Robert  Wright. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill, .  or  biiln.  be  brought  in 
pursuant  to  the  said  resolution ;  and   that  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  do  prepare  and. 
bring  in  the  same.  ' 

FsiDATj  December  20« 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  New  be  excused  from  serv- 
ing on  the  committee  appointed^  the  13ih  ultimo, 
on  the  memorial  of  Mattnew  Lyon,  who  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  ioto  prosecutions  before  courts 
of  the  Onited  States,  for  libels  under  the  sedition 
lavv  ;  and  that  Mr.  Grdndy  be  appointed  of  the 
said  committee  in  his  place. 

Mr.  Pauldino  presented   a  pl^tition  of  Peter 
Landais,  pEaying  to  be  allowed  and  paid  hisshare 
of  prize  mpney^  in  three  vessels  captured  by  him 
in  the  Revolutionary  war,  while  eomraander  of 
the  United  States'  frigate  Alliaace. 

Mr.  P.  moved  that  the  petition  be  referred  to  a 
select  committee ;  negatived. 

A.  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoase 
that  tbe  8enate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  *^Aa 
act  to  raise  an  additional  military  force;''  to 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 
The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations. 
^  The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  prevent  the  exportation 
from  the  United  States,  or  Territories  thereof,  of 
any  goods,  wares,  or  merchaQdise^  under  the  au- 
therity  of  permits  or  licenses  derived  from  any 
fbreiffO  Power ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  there- 
in, the  Committee  rose,  and  h^ad  leave  to  sit 
again. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  completing  the 
existing  Military  Establishment,  was  read  the 
third  time  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
passed—- yeas  1^0,  nays  11,  as  follows: 

TxAB*> Willis  Alston,  jun.,  William  Anderson,  Dan- 
iel Avery,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  John  Baker,  Josiah  Bart- 
lett,'Burwell  Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Wm.  Black- 
ledge,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  Thomas  Blount,  James 
Breekenridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Robert  Brown^  William 
A.  Bnrwell,  William  Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Lang- 
don ChoTes,  Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew  Clay,  James 
Cochran,  John  Clopton,  Thomas  B.  Cooke,  Lewis 
Gondii,  WaUam-Orawford,  Roger  Davis,  John  Daw- 
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MB,  Joseph  Deaba,  SamiMr  I]|iiiMiioor«  BBai  fiule, 
WUliam  Findley,  James  Fiak,  Aaa  FiicW  M«aback 
Frankltn,  Tbonaa  Oholson,  Thomaa  R.  Oold,  Charles 
Croldsborough,  Peterson  Geodwya*  Isaiah  L.  Greem 
Felix  Qrnndy,  BoUiog  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Har- 
per, Aylett  'Hawes,  John  M.  Hyneman,- Richard  K. 
Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King,  Abner  La- 
cock,  Joseph  Lefover,  Peter  Little,  Robert  Le  Roy 
Livingston,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyie,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  George  C.  Max^well,  Thomas  Moore,  Archibald 
McBryde,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexan- 
der McKim,  Arunah  Metcalf,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Jas. 
Morgan,  JeremiAh  Morrow,  Jonathan  0.  Moseley, 
Hagh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thos. 
Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  William  Paulding,  junior, 
Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  Timo- 
thy Pitkin,  junior,  James  Pleasants,  junior,  Benjamin 
Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Josiah  Quincy,  William  Reed, 
Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John 
Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  William  Rodman,  Thomas 
Bammons,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Sey- 
bert,  Samuel  Shaw,.  Daniel  Sheffey,  John  Smilie,  Geo. 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  Samuel 
Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy«  Ge.orge  M. 
Troup,  Charles  Tulrner,  junior>  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt, 
junior,  Leonard  White,  David  R.  Wiliiamd,  William 
Widgeiy,  Thomas  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert 
Wnght. 

Nats — Abijah  Bigelow,  Adam  Boyd,  Bpaphroditus 
Champion,  John  Davenport»  junior,  William  Ely,  Ly- 
man Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  BHsha  R.  Potter, 
Richard  Stanford,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  and  Laban 
Wheaton. 


Saturday,  December  21. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Poindbxter,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  resolution  submitted  by  him 
OD  the  19th  instant;  when,  Mr.  P.  withdrew  the 
resolution,  and  moved  that  the  letter  of  Cowles 
Mead,  Speaker  of  the  Hoase  of  Representaiives 
of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  with  the  present* 
men.t  of  the  grand  jury  of  Baldwin  county,  in 
said  Territory,  against  Harry  Toulmio,  Judge  of 
the  Superior  Uonrt  of  WasliingtoD  District,  be  re- 
fafred  to  a  select  committee^  to  consider  a&d  report 
thereon  to  the  House ;  which  was  agreed  to,  and 
Messrs.  PoiNDEXTER,  Bibb,  Rhea,  Calhoun,  Ta- 
liaferro^ BioELow,  and  Champion,  were  ap« 
pointed  the  committee. 

STATUTES  OF  LIMITATfoN, 

Mr.  Gbolson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claiois, 
who  were  instructed  by  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  the  11th  ultimo,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  repealing  or  suspending  the  various  acts  of 
limitation,  so  far  as  they  operate  to  bar  the  pay- 
ment of  certain  descriptions  of. claims,  made  a 
report  thereon. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims  on  the  petition  of  Rees  Nacna  and 
others.    The  report  is  as  follows: 

That  they  have  bestowed  on  the  resolatton  that  full 
consideration  to  which  it  was  entitled.  They  felt,  on 
t^e  one  hand,  sincere  solioitude  to  deviaesome  just  and 
adequate  method  of  satisfying  the  claims  in  question ; 
while,  on  the  other,  they  were  forcibly  struck  with  the 
unavoidable  scenes  of  q>eculatibn  and  £rand  whieh 
would  •ttsne  the  repeal  or  suspenaiDn  of  any  of  the 


acts  of  limitatien,  whessby  ihoaeelafaiia  mn  bamd.  If 
the  old  soldier,  bis  widow,  or  his  orphan,  were  slonttt 
be  benefited  by  snoh  suspensioBi  your  oomnsittee  vooU 
not  hesitate  to  recommend  it.    Past  ezperieace,  kov. 
ever,  hath  evidently  shown  that  similar  legiabtiveii* 
dulgences  have  «anred  almost  exciuaively  to  the  id- 
vantage  of  the  unprincipled  speculator,  and  those  vU 
avail  themselves  of  the  ignorance  and  subsist  upon 4e 
misfiMtunea  of  others.     We  have  innumerable  eun* 
pies  of  the  truth  of  this  position,  in  the  conseqneaees 
that  resulted  not  only  from  the  various  wasiptmaau  qH 
these  acts  which  hkve  hitherto  taken  place*  but  mm 
especially  from  the  adoption  of  the  Funding  SjttcB. 
It  is  deemed  unnecessary  to  enlarge  upon  the  casfd- 
qnences ;  they  are  too  well  known. 

Although  a  communication  received  ftont  the  Tt«» 
If  17  at  a  former  session  holds  out  an  opinion  thsttbai 
are  in  the  possession  of  that  Department  snffiaeat 
cheeks  and  guards  to  protect  the  United  States  froa 
impositioa  and  fraud  in  the  payment  of  a  eettain  p«it 
of  those  claims»  the  committee,  are  difieiently  impnti> 
ed.  They  have  seen  a  transcript  from  the  boob  «i 
the  Treasufy^  published  to  the  world,  ezhihitiog  tU 
names  of  a  certain  class  of  claimants ;  and  to  saf> 
pose  that  a  fwaUiy  of  this  kind,  thus  oSmd  to  specs- 
lative  artifice  and  management,  would  not  be  woed 
upon  and' used  by  the  speculator  to  impose  upon  Gov* 
emmeut,  is  to  suj>pose  a  thing  contrary  to  aJl  expeii- 
ence.  The  committee  ftel  themselves  liy  no  meaii 
able  to  draw  a  line  of  distinction  between  a  just  cUia 
liquidated  and  a  just  one  unliquidated ;  and  to  attampl 
the  invidious  task  of  distinction  in  point  of  ment, 
where  there  can  be  no  difference,  and  to  open  tk 
statutes  of  limitation  in  order  to  rdteve  a  part  or  a  few 
iavorite  classes  of  claims,  does  not  comport,  ia  th« 
view  of  your  canunittee,  with  any  principle  of  fairsMi, 
or  vnih  that  equal  system  of  disyibntive  jastioe  whidi 
ought  to  be  dispensed  toward  alL  When  they  take  t 
retrospeotive  view  of  the  subject,  and  find  that  otoetof 
those  statutes  were  first  passed  in  the  times  and  vaitt 
the  patriot  counsels  of  the  old  Oongfeas,  and  that  the 
more  general  one  which  took  effect  in  1794  waspsiied 
under  the.  Administration  of  General  Washington,  vbo 
was  himself  the  chief  of  soldiers  as  he  was  the  chief  of 
their  patrons  and  friends  in  every  station ;  but  he  «ai 
equally  the  friend  of  his  country,  and  gave  that  act  tbe 
sanction  of  his  name,  as  founded,  at  least,  in  apolicjof 
general  justice  and  right,  whic^  the  Government  hvi 
been  at  length  obliged  to  resort  to  and  maintain  in  seif* 
defence  ;  that  every  Congress  since  has  invariably  ad- 
hered to  the  general  policy  of  those  laws ;  and,  after 
the  lapse  of  so  naany  years,  when  the  difficult  of  doinf 
justice  has  increased  with  the  incresjrfe  of  time,  and 
when  a  partial  repeal  would  but  tend  to  increase  the 
discontent  and  dissatisfaction  of  every  cisss  of  claio- 
ants  which  should  remain  unprovided  for,  the  eomnit- 
tee  cannot,  from  any  view  they  have  been  able  to  take 
of  the  subject,  recommend  the  repeal  or  sqspenston  of 
any  of  those  statutes.  They  would,  therefiHe,  beg 
leave  to  submit  the  following  resolution : 

Xesohed,  That  it  is  not  expedient  to  repesl  or  aos- 
pend  any  of  the  acts  of  limitation,  whereby  the  afore- 
said descriptions  of  claims  are  barred. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  th6  table. 

BULBS  AND  ORDERS. 

The  House  rehired  itself  into^  Committee  of 

the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  select  committee 

appointed  to  prepare  sueh  Standing  Rales  u4 

Orders  of  Proceeding  aa  areproper  to  be  obsarred 
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therein.  TAe  Comniftcee  ros^,  and  reported  tKeir 
agreement  to  th.e  Roles  and  Orders  or  Proceeding 
as  contained  therein,  with  several  amCfndments ; 
all  of  which  were  severally  concurred  in  by  the 
Hoase. 

A  motion  was  mad^  by  Mr.  Lacock  to  amend 
the  said  Rules  by  striking  out  ihese  words :  **  He 
'  shall  {meaning  the  Speaker)  have  the  right  to 
'  name  any  member  to  perform  the  duties  of  the 
<  Chair,  but  such  substitution  shall  not  extend  be- 
'  yond  an  adjournment ;"  which  was  determined 
in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Nelson  moved  to  amend-  the  said  Rojes 
by  adding  to  the  last  paragraph,  relating  to- the 
previous  question,  the  words  following :  ^^  If  the 
'previous  question  be  decided  affinnatively,  every 
*  member,  who  shall  not  hatve  spoken,  shall  have 
*a  ri?ht  to  speak  once  upon  the  main  ques- 
Mion." 

After  debate  thereon,  an  adjoormnent  was  call* 
ed  for,  and  carried. 


Monday,  December  23^ 

Mr.  CoNDiT  presented  a  jsetition  of  sundry  man- 
ufacturers of  bar  iron,  castings,  nails,  d^c,  in  the 
State  of  New  Jersey,  praying  Ihat  the  importa- 
tion of  iron  from  foreign  countries  may  be  pro- 
hibited, or  that  additional  duties  may  be  laid  on 
the  importation  thereof. — Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Porter  presented  a  petition  of  the  Com- 
nissioners  of  tne  State  of  New  York,  praying 
the  co-operation  and  aid  of  Congress  in  opening 
'^a  canal  navigntion  between  the  Great  Lakes  and 
Hudson's  river."— Referred  to  ih|f  committee  ap- 
pointed, the  seventh  instant,  on  the  petition  of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Union  Canal  Com- 
pany of  Pennsylvania;  and  that  Messrs.  Porter, 
Bartlett,  BRiosAif,  JfAciteoN,  MosBter,  Hup-. 
Tr,  Strong,  Pickens,  Williams,  Hall  of  Geor- 
gia. Ormsbt,  Grunot,  Morrow,  and  Bard,  be 
added  to  the  said  committee. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  communicaling  copies  of  an 
act  of  the  Legislature  of  New  York,  relating  to 
a  canal  from  the  great  lakes  to  Hudson*  river>^ 
Referred,  dtc. 

Mr.  Gbolson,  from  the  'Committee  of  Claims, 
made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition  of 
Joseph  Wheaton ;  which  was  concurred  in,  and 
the  petitioner  had  leave  to  wihdraw  his  petition 
aod  accompanying  documents. 

IMPORTS,  TONNAG£»  &c. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  P-fTKiN, 

Ruolvedy  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  lay  before  this  Hou^e  a  statement 
of  the  several  banks  in  which  the  public  money 
is  deposited,  and  the  amount  which  is  designated 
to  each  bank,  together  with  the  greatest  amount 
that  has  been -deposited  in  each  bank«t  any  one 
period,  since  the  fourth  day  of  March^  Anno 
Domini  1811 ;  and,  also,  the  amount  deposited  in 
nch  bank  on  the  thirtieth  of  September,  Anno 
Domini  1811 ;  and  he  is  also  directed  to  inform 


this  House  on  what  terms,  under  what  authority, 
and  on  what  security,  such  depositee  are  made. 

A  motion  was  then  "made  by  Mr.  Pitkin,  that 
the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolutions: 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  lay  before  this  House  a  statement  of  the 
amoant,  in  value,  of  the  impoVts  and  exports  of  the 
United  States,  for  each  year,  froni  the  fourth  of  March, 
Anno  Domini  1789,  to  the  ctose  of  the  year  Anno 
Domihi  1810,  as  far  as  practicable ;  distiDguishing  the 
imports  |ind  exports  of  each  State  and  Territory ;  also, 
diatinguishing  the  value  of  the  exports  of  domestic 
produAtioos  from  ttiose  of  foieign. 

2.  Retoived^  That  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  lay  before  this  House  a  statement  of  the 
district  tonnage  of  the  United  States,  within  each 
State  and  Territory,  for  each  year,  from  the  fourth  of 
March,  Anno  Domini.  1789,  to  the  close  of  Uie  year 
1810,  distinguishing,  as  fiur  as  practicable,  the  amount 
employed  in  foreign  trade,  the  coasting  trade,  and  in 
the  fisheries ;  also,  a  statement  of  the  foreign  tonnage 
employed  in  the  trade  of  the  United  States,  for  each 
year,  during  the'  same  period. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  lay  befbre  this  House  a  statement  of  the 
gross  and  net  amount  of  duties  on  imports  add  ton- 
nage within  each  State  and  Territory,  in  each  year, 
from  the  fourth  of  Marcht  Anno  Domini  1789,  to  the 
dose  of  the  year  I8l0»with  the  charges  of  collection, 
together  with  the  amount  of  drawbacks  for  each  year, 
in  eaeh  Slate,  during  the  same  period. 

The  resolutions  were  read,  and  the  fifst  con- 
curred in  by  the  House,  and  the  second  and  third 
ordered. to  lie  on  the  table. 

RUJ.es  and  ORDERS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideratidn  of  the 
unfinished  business  of  Saturday.  The  amend- 
ment proposed  4iy  Mr«  Nfii«BON- being  again  read, 

as  follows :   , 

*■  That  when  the  previous  question  is  ordered  to  be 
taken,  upon  the  main  question  being  put,  every  mem- 
ber, who  has  not  already  spokes,  shaU  have  liberty  to 
speak  onoe." 

Mr.  QoLD  said,  the  amendment  now  offered  to 
the  rules  of  the  House,  secures  to  evety  member 
the  right  of  speaking  at  least  once  on  every  ques- 
tion before  the  House.  The  liberty  of  speech,  and 
freedom  of  debate,  are  sacred  .by  t^e  Constitution ; 
and  to  refuse  all  de.bate.  to  deny  us  the  privilege 
of  speaking  at  a//,  on  the  most  important  ques- 
tions of  peace  and  war,  is  a  subversion  of  the  first 
prinoiples  of  the  Constitution.  And  what  is  to 
justify  this  measure  of  imposing  silence  ?  It  is 
said,  the  right  of  debate  has  been  abused.  Let 
gentlemen  beware  how,  for  an  occasional  ahuae 
of  a,  righi,  they  take  ^way — destroy  the  right  it' 
edf.  What  right,  in  the  whole  charter  of  our 
rights,  has  not  at  some  time  been  abused  7  Man 
is  frail,  and  why  should  not,  at  times  of  public 
agitation  and  concussion  of  parties,  abuses  arise  7 
debate  become  angry  and  be  prolonged  7  And 
for  this,  ia  the  principle  to  be  adopted,  that  the 
right  shall  be  forever  suppressed  and  destroyed  7 
— the  prioeiple  that  absolute  silence  shall  be  im- 

Sosed  on  a  minority  1    Sir,  Philip,  the  tyrant  of 
laoedpA,  disliked  tke  freedom  of.  speech  and  de- 
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bate  io  Athens :  it  annoyed  him ;  fur  this  caOra. 
Demosthenes  was  pursued  to  the  altar,  "where  -he 
expired.  The  principle  contended  for  bjr  the 
majority  (supposed  abuse)  will  be  found  to  justi- 
fy the  most  odious  usurpations  recorded  in  histo- 
ry; liberty  is  atiused,  and  chains  are  forged  to 
restrain  it. 

Gentlemen  of  the  majority  insist,  that  the  rule 
will  not  be  abused ;  that  the  majority  will  not 
execute  the  rule  arbitrarily.  The  amendment, 
now  offered  to^the  rules,  stipulates  only  for  liber- 
ty to  each  member  to  speak  once.  Now,  sir,  if 
this  be  denied,  and  the  rule  is  ever  executed,  the 
abuse  is  ineyitable,  It  is  necessarily  iuTolved  in 
the  very  execution  of  the  rule* 

Neither  the  journals  of  our  State  Legislatures 
nor  the  laws  of  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain 
afford  examples  for  thus  arbitrarily  proceeding. 
Debate  is  admitted  in  the  British  Parii&ment  on 
the  previous  question;  our  rules  excludeit  on  both 
the  previous  and  main  question.  Beside,  sir,  I 
need  only  refer  gentlemen  to  the  manual  of  par- 
liamentary law^  from  tbe  hand  of  the  third  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  to  show  that  the  previ- 
ous question  was  confined  to  subjects  of  delicacy, 
which  a  due  regard  to  the  interests  of  the  State 
or  its  Government  forbade  to  bo  agitated;  How 
much,  sir,  has  this  question  been  perverted  from 
its  proper  province,  to  silence  all  debate  and  force 
the  question,  the  passage  of  the  law !  Such  mea-^ 
sures  are  dangerous  to  freedom,  and  afford,  in  evil 
times,  the  most  fatal  examples. 

Mr.  Smilie  said;  he  was  a  friend  to  freedom  of 
debate,  but  that  there  wasa  difference  between  this, 
and  that  abuse  of  it«  when  you  cannot  get  a  deci- 
sion without  an  exertion  of  physical  strength. 
This  has  been  our  case  several  times.  The  rule 
now  proposed  to  be  altered  is  the  old  rule,  and  is 
only  restored.  We  very  well  know,  that  a  debate 
has  been  often  proloni^ed  merely  to  prevent  a  de- 
cision. We  have  been  kept  till  ten  and  twelve 
o'clock  ai  night,  and  sometimes  till  daylif  ht.  It 
is  an  inconvenience  which  he  at  his  time^of  life 
had  seriously  f«lt.  There  can  be  no  evil  from  the 
rule  as  now  established.  The  responsibility  of 
the  majority  is  such  to  the  people,  that,  if  they 
should  abuse  it,  as  the  minority  nave  their  privi- 
lege, the  people  will  correct  it,  when  the  minority 
shall  fairly,  state  it  to  them.  He  said  the  majoriiy 
were  also  responsible  to  the  people  to  transact  the 
public  business. 

Mr.  Stanford,  in  reply  to  Mr*  Smilie,  said,  he 
did  not  think  it  proper  to  give  this  dispensing 
power  to  the  majority,  if  they  by  the  Constitution 
did  not  possess  it,  as  he  contended  they  did  not. 
He  said,  we  nave  heard  of  a  sedUwn  law,  and  the 
reign  oj  terror.  The  bill,  when  first  introduced 
for  that  law,  went  to  prevent  freedom  of  speech. 
This  rule,  in  his  opinion,  much  more  deserved  the 
character  of  a  ^  (ro^tow,"  than  the  Sedition 
law  did. 

Mr.  Weigbt  mentioned  the  great  abuses  of  this 
privilegeof  the  minority  the  last  winter.  He  said,  if 
we  don't  establish  a  written,  decent  rule,  we  must 
have  a  common  law  rule,  such  as  they  have  in 
the  British  Hooae  of  Commons,  to  snuffle  and 


put  down,  when  the  aboise.  Of  this  prlrilege  be- 
comes enormous. 

idr,  doiNOT.^^Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  notreg&rd  thii 
question  in  the  light  in  which  some  of  iuadro- 
cates,  as  well  As  its  opponents,  have  considered 
it ;  as  a  mere  contest  for  power  between  the  on- 
joriiy  and  the  minority.    It  is  of  an  higher  chsi- 
acter. .  It  affects  the  essential  priaciplesof  ciril 
liberty,  and  saps  its  hopes  at  its  very  fooodauoa. 
I  rejoioe  that  the  gentleman  from  Virgialay  (Mr. 
Nelson,)  has  iimit^his  proposition,  so  as  to  pre- 
clude auy  mistake  concerning  the  object  of  ii 
We  are  not  now  advocating  an  unrestrained  priv- 
ilege of  debate.  The  inquiry  is,  shall  a  maia  qoesp 
tion  ever  be  taken  in  this  deliberative  body,  ua- 
til  every  member,  who  has  not  already  spokes, 
shall  have  had  an  opportunity,  if  he  wishes  u 
avail  himself  of  it,  to  speak  at  least  once  upontk 
queHion?    The  ground  taken  by  those  whoo^ 
pose  the  proposition,  is  that  of  necessity  aad  cos- 
venience.    These*  are  the  very  points,  which,  a 
a  free  country,  ought  most  vigilantly  to  be  guard- 
ed.   For  it  IS  here  that  the  spirit  of  despotisa 
always  lies  in  am  bosh.    Under  the  cover  of  oe- 
cessity,  or  convenience,  it  steals  upon  the  liberties 
of  a  peoplOi  and  nev^r  fails,  sooner  or  later,  lo 
make  them  its  prey. 

It  ijs  not  to  be  denied,  that  the  subject  is  it 
sometespect&diticult'to  manage,  with  aay  hope 
of  coovincinir.  There  is  a  state  of  fediog,  boik 
within  this  llouse  and  ojat  of  it,  very  uopropiuoie 
to  an  impartial  debate.  In  this  House  iiisargued 
as  a  question  concerning  who  shall  bare  Utf 
power,  a  majority,  or  a  minority.  And  as  it  is 
agreed,  on  all  hands,  that,  in  the  exercise  of  fht 
power,  abuse  piay  happen,,  the  present  majoritf. 
like  a)l  other  majorities,  have  a  prevailiog  iocliB* 
ation  to  reserve,  in  their  own  hands,  the  exclusiTe 
privilege  of  abuse.  And  without  doors,  the  sob- 
Ject  is  of  less  difficulty.  jPor,  of  late  years,  tbe 
popular  ear  has  been,  so  vexed  with  speech  oj)oa 
speech}  wind  upon  wind,  the  public  patience  has 
been  so  exhausted,  in  hunting  up  the  soliurf  grain 
of  sense,  hidden  in  the  bushels  of  chal^  that  it  is 
ready  to  submit  to  any  limitation  of  a  pririlegt 
which  subjects  it  to  so  irksome  a  labor.  The  peo- 
ple are  almost  ready  to  exclaim,  ^  do  what  m 
will  with  the  liberty  of  speech,  provided  voawill 
save  us  from  that  Jrea/^  of  words,  with  which  we 
are,  periodically,  inundated." 

Now,  this  is  (he  very  state  of  the  pobllc  mm 
in  which  the  corruption  of  essential  principles 
commences.  Through  apparent  necessity,  or  tem- 
porary convenience,  or  disgust  at  abuse,  (faepo|Hi' 
Far  sentiment  is  made  to  acquiesce  in  theiotro- 
duction  of  doctrines  vitally  inconsistent  with  the 
perpetuity  of  liberty. 

1  ask  the  House  to  consider  what  is  that  princi- 
ple of  civil  liberty,  which  is  amalgamated  &.Q° 
identified  with  the  very  existence  of  a  legisla^^f^ 
body.  In  wliat  does  it  consist  1  And  what  is>^ 
character  ?  It  consists  in  the  right  of  delibeta- 
tioB.  And  its  character  is,  that  it  belongs  not » 
the  body,  but  the  individual  members constituuog 
the  body.  The  body  has  the  power  to  eoolroltn^ 
to  regulate  iu  exercise.  Bat  ic  has  not  the  po*^ 
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to  ufce  avaf  that  riffbt  liUogether,  by^  the  opera- 
tion of  any  general  principle.  An  indiTidoal 
member  may  render'  himself  unwonby  of  the 
privilege.  He  may  he  let  down ;  he  may  be  de- 
nied the  rifhc,  beeau3e  he  bai  abused  it.  But 
whenever  a  tegislativ^  body  assumed  to  itself  the 
power  of  stoppings  at  its  will,  all  debate,  at  any 
sMge  of  deliberaiion,  it  assutnes  a  power  wholly 
iocoosisieot  with  the  essential  rifht  of  delibera- 
tioo,  and  totally  destructive  of  that  priociple  of 
ciril  liberty  whith  exists,  anil  is  ideotrfied  with 
the  exercise  of  that  right. 

The  right  of  every  individual  member  ia^  in 
fiet,  the  right  of  his  ooostkuents*  He  is  but  their 
Representative.  It  is  in  their  majesty^lhat  he 
appears.  It  is  their  right  that  he  reflects.  The 
right  of  being  heard  by  their  Representative  is 
the  Merent  .and  ab9olute  riglM  of  the  people. 
Now,  it  is  in  the  esseotiai  isbaracter  of  anch  a 
right,  that  it  exists,  independent,  and  in  despite  of 
any  man,  or  body  of  men,  whatsoever.  It  is  ^b" 
sord  to  say,  that  any  right  is-independent,  which 
depends  upon  the  will  of  another*  It  Is  absurd  to 
say,  that  any  right  is  absolute,  which  is  wholly 
relative  to  the  inclination  of  another ;  which  lasts 
only  as  long  as  he  chooses^  and  termirates  at  his 
Dod.  Now,  whether  this  power  be  exercised  by 
one,  or  many,  it  matters  not.  The  principle  of 
eivil  liberty  is  gone^  when  tbeioheretit  and  abso* 
lote  nature  of  the  ri^ht  is  gone.    . 

Apply  this  reasoning  to  the  case  before  t|s.  It 
is  inspossible  to  conceal  the  fact,  that  as  our  roles 
ind  orders  stand,  independent  of  the  proposition 
now  offered  as  an  amei&dment,  it  is  in  the  power 
)f  a  majority  to  preclude- all  debate,  upon  any 
{oestioOf  aoa  force  every  member  of  the  House  to 
rote,  upon  any  proposition,  without  giving  him 
he  opportunity  of  explaining  his  own  reasons,  or 
tating;  tb«  interests  of  his  constituents.  This  is 
indeoiable^  Is  it  not,  then,  plain  and  conclusive, 
hat,  as  our  rules  and  orders  now  stand,  according 

0  recent  eonstruction,  every  member  of  tbis 
louse  holds  his  right  of  speaking,  not  on  the 
riociple  of  his  constitoents,  whose  Representa- 
ive  he  is,  but  upon  the  will  of  the  majority  of 
Kis  House?  For  that  which  another  may  at  any 
me  take  away  from  me,  I  hold  not  by  my  own 
ight,  but  at  his  will.  Can  anything  be  more  ob> 
iously  at  Tariance  with  the  spirit  of  the  Conati- 
3tion  and  the  first  principles  of  civil  liberty ^?> 

Let  not  any  man  say  this  power  will  not  be 
!)osed.  In  the  nature  of  things  it  must  be  abused, 
his  is  the  favorite  argument  of  every  despotism, 
id,  of  course,  will  not  fail  to  be  urged  when  it  is 
Hint  to  plant  itself  in  the  very,  temple  of  liberty. 

1  have  chosen  to  consider  this  subject  in  rela- 
9D  to  the  right  of  the  wholy^hody,.and  of  one  of 
» indiridoal  members,  rather  than  to  that  of  a 
ajorfly  and  minority.  The  right  to  speak  is 
I  individual  right.  Limit  it  as  you  please, con- 
itent  Tvith  a  single  exercise  of  that  right.  But 
hen  this  is  taken  away,  or,  which  is  precisely 
e  same  thing  so  far  as  it  respects  the  principle 

civil  liberty,  when  it  is  in  the  power  of  one  or 
my,  at  its  sovereiffu  will  and  pleasure,  to  take 
away,  there  is  no  longer  any  nght.    We  have 


our  tendre  of  spe^b  as  the  slave  bat  his— at  the 
will  of  a  master.  ^ 

.  But  it  is  said  that  the  LegUlature  most  some- 
times ''^ct,'^  and  that  individuals,  by  an  abuse  of 
this^  liberty  of  speech,  prevent  the  whole  body 
.  from  ^^acting."  All  I  say  is,  limit  the  exercise  of 
the  right  as  you  please,  ooly  do  not  assume  to 
yourselves  the  power  of  taking  away  the  whole 
riaht.  at  yoo^  pleasure. 

It  is  in  this  doctrine,  of  '^  the  necessity  of  act- 
ings" that  lies  the  whole  mystery  of  that  error, 
which  we  are  now  combating.  Strictly  speaking, 
ai  Legislative  bodv  tiever  "  acts."  Its  province  ts 
to  deliberate  and  decide*  ^^  Action''  is,  alone,  cor- 
rectly attrrbmable  to  the  Executive.  And  it  will 
be  found,'  that  all  the  cases,  in  which  this  necessi- 
ty of  ^*  action"  haa  been  urged,  have  been  cases  in 
which  the  Legislative  body  has  departed  from  its 
appropriate  duties  of  deliberation  and  decision, 
and  descended  to  be  an  instrument,  or  engine,  of 
the  Executive.  I  hesitate  not  to  say,  that  this 
position  may  be  proved  by  almoat  every  in- 
stance in  which  this  necessity  of  action  has  been 
urged.  It  was  an  Executive  haste  to  its  own  par- 
poses,  which  prevailed  upon  the  Legislative  body 
to  deny,  to  iu  own  members,  their  privileges. 

It  has  been  asserted,  that  "  if  this  amendment 
passes,  this  will  be  the  only  deliberative  body  in 
the  world  which  cannot  stop  debate."  On  the 
other  hand  I  assert,  that  if  this  amendment  does 
not  pass,  this  will  be  the  only  deliberative  body 
in  the  world,  pretending  to  be  free,  in  which  it  is 
in  the  power  of  a  majority  to  force  a  decision, 
without  any  deliberation.  It  is  not  true  that,  in 
the  British  Parliament,  the  previous  question 
stops  debate  and  forces  decision  on  the  main 
question  without  deliberation.  The  previous  ques- 
tion there,  if  decided  in  the  negative,  suppresses 
debate,  by  postponing  the  main  (foestiun.  And 
until  1807,  the  praettee  and  rules  of  this  House 
permitted  debate  of  the  main  qoestioor,  after  an 
affirmative  decision  of  a  previous  question.  Who 
ever  oadectakes  to  examine  the  subject  will  find 
it  as  I  have  stated. 

It  is  not  true,  that  this  power  ever  was.  or  ever 
can  be  neceasaVy,  in  a  Legislative  body*  In  every 
case  in  which  the  previoils  question,  according 
to  recent  construction,  has  been  pressed  upon  the 
House,  it  will  be  found  that  there  was  no  Naiwnal 
6r  S$ate  neeeitiif  for  an  immediate  decision.  That 
is  to  say,  in  every  instance  it  will  be  found,  that 
it  was  of  no  sort  of  public  importance  whether 
the  main  question  were  taken  on  this  day,  on  the 
next,  or  on  a  third  day.  Always  the  question 
might  have  been  taken,  in  a  reasonable  time;  and 
every  individual  member,  who  chose  to  speak, 
might  have  had  the  privilege,  if  he  pleased,  of 
speaking,  at  least  once.  As  tar  as  I  observed,  all 
these  pretences  of  necessity  have  been  easily  re- 
solvable into -party  cunning.  The  subject  was 
Ode  difficult  to  maintain.  It  had  popular  bearings, 
which  it  suited  not  the  pleasure  of  the  majority  to 
have  investigated.  They  pressed  the  minority  to 
instant  decision,  by  refusing  adjournmeDt  And 
as  it  happens  in  all  such  cases,  re-action  is  equal 
to  action.    The  minority  were  pot  upon  their 
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mettle,  and  they  pat'to  trial  th«  metal  of  the 
majority.  . 

It  is  cindoabtedty  true,  that  this  power  may  be 
sometimes  convetiieot.  And  this  is  the  whole 
strengfh  of  the  argument  of  those  who  oppose  this 
proposition.  The  weak  and  aged  memb!ers  of  the 
majority  have  been  kept  all  night  from  their  slum- 
bers, by  a  hale  and  sturdy  minority ;  which  slum- 
bers they  might,  by  the  way,  at  any  moment^ 
have  enjoyed,  if  that  very  majority  had  yielded 
the  point  of  adjournment.  And  is  this  reason  of 
convenience  soflSeient.  in  the  estimation  of  this 
House,  to  justify  it,  in  depriving  this  p^ple,  in 
the  person  of  their  Representatives,  of  the  essen- 
tial right  of  speaking  upon  this  flAor?  Is  this  a 
justi6cation  for  such  an  atrocious  and  exorbitaot 
graap  at  power?  Our  patriotism,  nowadays,  can 
aiibmit  to  no  sacrifices.  We  are  not  cofitent  with 
sleeping,  if  we  please,  Brery  d^ly  in  our  seats,  un- 
less we  can  sleep  also  every  night  of  the  session 
in  our  feather  beds.  And  these  feather-bed  patri- 
ots, as  I  understand,  are  all  agog  for  «  march  ioto 
Canada ;  and,  if  we  believe  them,  are  desirous  of 
nothinj^  so  much  as  showing  how  those  can  meet 
privation  and  watchfulness  in  the  field,  who  think 
of  nothing  but  comfort  and  sleep  upon  this  fioor. 

I  know  there  is  another  argument  urged  in 
favor  of  the  assumption  of  this  power  by  the  ma- 
jority, and  that  is,  the  haste  and  clatter  which' 
always  attend  the  end  of  a  session.  -Let  our  ses- 
sion be  long  or  short,  tlte  event  is,  in  this  re9pect, 
always  nearly  the  same.  What  with  speeches 
and  postponements^  and  laying  down  one-piece  of 
business  half  finished,  and  taking  up  amither,  the 
latter  end  of  a  session  is  a  political  chaos.  The 
work  of  this  and  the, other  House,  and  thatqf  tho 
Palace  into  the  bargain,  is  in  fact  sometimes  to 
foe  washed  up,  in  a  night-^and  the  members  of 
all  branches  are  knee-deep  and  shoglder-deep  in. 
the  suds.  Now,  this  showk  the  necessity^  not  of 
thid  unlimited  power  of  the  previous  question,  but 
of  conducting  public  husiiless  with  more  prospec- 
tive intelligence.  The  Houseds  just  like  all  other 
spendthrifts.  It  first  wastes  what  is  its  own,  and 
then  seeks  bow  it  mar  make  up  its  deficiency  out. 
of  the  property  of  other  people.  We  pillage  the 
public  liberty,  in  order  to  compensate  for  legtsla* 
tive  negligence. 

I  h»ve  often  been  puzzled  to  imagine  a  neces- 
sity, which  could  even  apologise  for  such  an  as- 
sumption of  power  as  the  majority,  by  this  new 
construction  of  the  previous  question,  are  attempt- 
ing; and,  until  lately,  I  did  not  believe  that  it 
could  possibly  exist.  The  only  case,  in  which 
there  seemed  to  me  to  bean  apology  for  resorting 
to  it,  was,  the  other  day,  when  the  gentleiuan 
from  Qeorgia  (Mr.  Troup)  threatened  to  call  the 

rrevious  question  upon  the  majority  themselves, 
admired  both  his  manner  and  the  occasion  on 
which  be  introduced  that  idea.  And  really  there 
was  something  like  a  necessity.  If  I  understood 
the  view  of  that  honorable  , gentleman,  it  was, 
that  he  thought  there  was  not  fighting  matter  to 
spare  in  the  stomachs  of  the  majority ;  and  he 
threatened  them  wkb  the  previous  question,  lest, 
peradventure,^  the  whole  war  spirit  should  ooze 


away  through  the  mouth.    In  this  there  was Vok 
discretion  and  patriotism. 

There  is  one  argument  I  was  near  omiuiair. 
The  great  apolc^y  for  this  assumption  of  power. 
is  the  prolongation  of  debate  by  the  miaorirji 
Now,  the  length  of  debate  must,  in  a  great  d^m. 
depend  upon  the  character  of  our  Speaker.  Eb 
power  is,  in  truth,  the  power  of  the  Hooae.  It  is 
his  province  to  limit  debate,  where  it  grew»  4«- 
vious  and  irrelevant.  Although  this  oDUmiid 
power  of  the  previous  question  might  be  nece- 
sary,  in  times  when  the  Chair  was  not  filled  hx 
any  distinguished  iatelligeoee,  yet  now,  when  ve 
are  under  the  supefrtotendence  of  a  miad  discriia- 
inating  attd  impartial,  there  seems  to  be  as  little 
apology  as  there  is  necessity  for  a  resort  lo  tis 
power. 

Mr.  Bbigbam  said,  that  although  he  was  Ut- 
ward  in  life,  he  was  but  of  jrestentay  of  ik» 
House,  and  that  the  rules  and  onfers  were  m 
familiar  with  him.  •  But  he  ezceediogly  regretui 
that  this  House,  iaaheir  wisdom,  ever  fouodi: 
expedient  or  propei^  to  adopt  a  role  todeprifei 
minority,  or  an  Indt^idual  member  of  this  Hoax, 
of  the  freedom  of.  debate,  tb^  freedom  of  speeck, 
a  privilege  so  much  boasted  of  iu  this  land  of  ltb> 
erty.  He  observed  that  he  had  his  rights  in  eoa* 
mon  with  the  other  members  of  the  House,  aid 
that  he  had  his  duties  to  perform.  He  was  &« 
ambitious  to  become  a  public  speaker,  nor  woqU 
be  say  that  he  supposed  he  could  apeak  to  tbceilKJ 
fication  or  satisfaction  of  the  House.  But  shoaii 
he,  on  great  questions,  be  denied  the  privilege  d 
speaking  1  Suppose  the  question  of  peace  or  nr 
should  assume  the  aspect  of  solemnity,  sod  it 
should  become  necessary  and  imiwrtant  that  iba 
House  be  made  acquainted  with  the  cireurasttoco 
and  disposition  of  the  citizens  of  the  several  8e^ 
tions  of  the  couatry-^^aud  suppose  a  member  wte 
is  not  much  accustomed  to  speaking,  stleadr  uts 
until  those  gentlettsn  who  are  in  the  habit,  aod 
are  fond  of  speaking,  shall  have  exhausted  ihera- 
selves  in  dekMte^— shall  he,  in  that  case,  be  de&icd 
the  ri^ht  of  speakins^— shall  he  be  deprived  of  his 
Constitutional  privileges  and  his  eonstitueots  of 
their  right  of  tepresentation  on  the  floor  of  i^ 
House  ? 

He  said,  that -he  was  bound  by  the  oath  of  M 
to  support  the  Constitution,  and  to  promote  i^ 
welfare  of  his  country ;  but,  if  his  moath  is  sto^ 
ped,  how  can  he  execute  his  trust  or  perform  bis 
vows  1  For  this  House,  by  a  rule,  to  interdict  ibe 
freedom  of  Speech,  is  an  assumption  of  power,  and 
a  violation  of  right.  He  hoped,  that  the  rule  oo- 
der  consideration  would  be  modified,  and  thattbe 
proposed  amendment  would  be  adopted.  He 
wished  that  each  individual  member  mi^bt  be 
permitted  to  exercise  his  right  of  speaking  to  sof 
questioh  before  the  House,  at  least  onee,  if  bt 
chooses. 

Mr.  Nelson  spoke  in  favor  of  the  ameBdmeoL 
He. said  he>had  no  hesitation  in  declariDg^  tbit 
whenever  right  and  expediency  shall  come  ia 
competition,  that  he  should  prefer  right.  He  n- 
marked,  that  the  Constitution  seiiurod  ihefreedoo 
of  speech  to  the  citizen.    And  are  we^  be  askttL 
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be  deprived  ef  it  when  we  com^  to  this  House-- 
len  we  eaier  this  temple  of  liberty  ?  The  at- 
npt  is  Dot  to  saspend  merely,  but  to  destroy  this 
ht,  and  because  we  have  ezperienoed  some  in- 
iTenience  from  this  exercise.  He  agreed  with 
I  geotieman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Q,din- 
)  that  if  the  House  would  do  their  duty, 
\  get  the  business  aloo^  in  the  early  part  of 
session,  we  should  never  be  in  the  dilemma 
House  were  in,  the  last  session  of  Congress ; 
1  that  an  inconvenience  was  a  very  poor  reason 
destroying  this  right  of  offering  our  sentiments, 
would  rather  recommend  the  turninor  out  of 
)rsa  member  who  shuuld  become  troublesome 
speaking  too  long,  than  to  suffer  him  to  stay  in 
House  and  prevent  his  uttering  his  sentiments, 
en  expulsion  would  not  be  a  greater  infringe- 
m  of  his  right.  The  right  of  the  people  is  the 
ht  of  their  Reoresentatlves  to  speak,  deliberate, 
d  decide.  As  to  the  plea  of  necessity,  he  pro- 
ted  against  it  as  the  plea  of  tyrants.  . 
Mr.  Alston,  of  North  Carolina,  expressed  his 
onishmeni,  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[r.  Nelson,)  had  assumed  the  grbund'he  had. 
'  said,  there  were  two  parties  in  this  House  ; 
i  asked,  is  it  ever  known  how  a  question  will 
decided,  until  it  is  taken  ? 
tf  f.  Bassett  said^  if  a  stranger  was  present,  and 
iQld  hear  this  deoate,  he  would  suppose  that 
question  was  novV  for  the  first  time  brought 
ward  for  the  establishment  of  the  rule,  against 
ich  so  much  had  been  said,  when  it  is  well 
)WD  that  it  has  always  been  the  practice, 
ilr.  Pitkin  said,  the  amendment  now  under 
tsideratioQ  was  proposed  in  consequence  of  a 
tision  of  the  House,  at  the  close  of  the  last  ses- 
B,  that  when  the  previous  question  was  decided 
ibe  affirmative,  there  could  be  no  debate  on  the 
in  question ;  the  amendment,  if  adopted^  allows 
member,  who  has  not  previously  spoken,  to 
»k  at  least  once  on  the  main  question,  before 
is  called  upon  to  give  his  vote  upon  it. 
The  principle  adopted  by  the  majority,  during 
'  last  days  of  the  last  session,  and  now  supported 
Ae  House,  is  this,  that  a  majority,  who  may 
^peo  to  be  present,  ar  any  time,  have  it  in  their 
^^r,  by  means  of  a  previous  question,  as  it  is 
ltd,  to  prevent  all  debate  on  every  question  be- 
e  ihe  House,  however  important  it  may  be ;  to 
1  &P  the  lips  of  every  member,  and  compel  him 
rote  upon  the  question  without  an  opportunity 
^pressing  his  sentiments  upon  it,  or  explaining 
'  reasons  of  his  vote.  This,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  a 
nople  to  which  f  never  /kite,  and  to  which  I 
jer  ipi7/  give  my  assent.  What,  sir.  let  me  ask, 
»  where  is  the  rule,  under  which  the  majority 
JCQ  to  exercise  this  enormous  power — the  power 

tiQposing  silence  upon  any  member,  on  this 

ot] 

perule,  under  which  this  power  is  claimed, 
ID  the  following  words :  "  The  previous  ques* 
« shall  be  in  this  form:  Shall  the  main  ques- 
in  be  now  put  ?"  It  shall  only  be  admitted 
m  demanded  by  five  nkembers  ;  and,  until  it  is 
c)ded, shall  preclude  all  amendment  and  further  I 
^teof  the  main  qoestion,  and  that  '^oa  a  pre- 1 
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vious  question  there  shall  be  no  debate."  By  a 
new  construction,  which  a  majority  of  the  House 
thought  proper  to  sive  to  this  rgle,  at  the  close  of 
the  last  session,  all  debate  may  be  prohibited  on 
any  question  ;  for  five  members  alone  can  demand 
the  previous  question,  and  then,  of  course,  aU  de- 
bate must  cease,  until  a  decision  be  had  on  that 
question,  and  if  the  previous  question  be  decided 
in  the  affirmative,  by  this  new  construction  of  the 
rule,  there  can  be  no  debate  or  amendment  of  the 
main  question.  Thus,  sir,  unless  the  amendment 
now  proposed  be  adopted,  if  a  proposition  for  a  de- 
claration of  war  against  Great  Britain,  or  any  other 
nation,  should  be  laid  upon  your  table  to-mor- 
row, it  will  be  in  th«  power  of  a  majority  of  the 
House,  and  that  majority  may  consist  of  less  than 
forty  members,  to  impose  silence  upon  every  mem- 
ber of  this  House;  and  we  must  be  compelled  to 
VQte  on  a  proposi^on  so  interesting  to  the  prosperi- 
ty, happiness,  and  perhaps  the  final  destiny  of  thi» 
country,  witnout  tne  poor  privilege  (if  we  might 
choose  so  to  do)  of  raising  our  voices  against  it. 
But,  sir,  the  opponents  of  the  amendment  say,  that 
the  coftsttruction  given  to  the'rule  the  la<!C  session, 
was  in  conformity  with  the  universal  practice  of 
the  House,  from  the  establishment  of  the  Govern* 
ment,  except  in  two  or  three  instances. 

I  denyt  sir,  that  this  ha^  been  the  practice,  and 
I  believe  I  may  venture  to  assert,  without  fear  of 
contradiction,  that  no  such  power  has  ever  been 
exercised  over  the  members  of  this  House,  since 
its  organization,  until  the  last  session.  I  have, 
sir,  examined  the  journaU.  with  some  attention, 
and  have  not  been  able  to  nnd  a  solitary  instance 
of  the  kind.  On  thecontrary,  many  cases  are  to 
be  found  when  the  previous  question  has  been  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative,  and  that,  immediately 
after  the  niain  question  has  not  only  been  amend' 
ed  but  has  been]  debated.  And  here,  sir,  per- 
mit me  to  observe,  that  the  rule  itself,  with  re- 
spect to  the  previous  question,  was  adopted  the 
first  session  of  the  First  Congress,  and  has  ever 
sin%e  remained  precisely  in  the  same  form ;  and 
no  construction  was  ever  given  to  it,  so  as  to  pre* 
vent  debate  on  the  main  question,  until  the  last 
session. 

Permit  me  to  refer  the  Hodse  to  the  Journal  of 
the  first  session  of  the  Third  Congress,  for  the 
proof  of  what  I  have  stated.  During  this  session, 
the  difficulties  then  subsisting  between  this  coun- 
try and  Great  Britain}  became  the  subject  of  dis-' 
cussion,  and  a  proposition  for  prohibiting  all  in-  ' 
tercourse  with  Great  Britain,  in  case  justice  was 
not  done  us,  was  then  submitted  to  the  House, 
and  the  previous  question  was  called  upon  it. ana 
decided  in  the  affirmative,  after  which  the  subject 
was  not  only  postponed,  but,  as  appears  by  the 
Journal,  was  both  amended  and  debated.  It  ap- 
pears also,  from  the  Journal,  in  1795,  that  a  pro-  - 
position  was  amended  after  an  affirmative  deci- 
sion* of  the  previous  question.  In  the  year  1798, 
when  a  resolution  was  before  the  House  for  pub- 
lishing the  instructions  to.  and  the  despatches 
from  Our  Ministers  to  the  French  Republic,  the 
previous  question  was  moved  and  determined  in 
the  affirmative^  and  it  appears  by  the  Journal  that 
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immediately  after  such  decision,  on  the  sam^  day, 
debate  was  had  oa  the  main  question. 

But,  sir,  to  come  to  our  own  times:  on  the  15th 
of  December,  1807,  g  construction  was  ^iven  to 
the  rule,  after  mature  deliberation,  by  a  large  ma- 

J'ority  of  the  House,  that  the  main  question  might 
e  debated,  after  an  affirmative  decision  of  the 
previous  question.  This  was  done  on  an  appeal 
from  the  decision  of  the  Speaker,  *'  that  after  the 
previous  question  is  called  for  and  determined  in 
the  affirmative,  it  precludes  all  debate  on  the  main 
question."  The  House  reversed  the  decision  of 
the  Chair  by  103  to  14.  A  similar  decision  took 
place  on  the  2d  of  December,  1803,  in  the  House 
— 101  to  18.  •  And,  sir,  I  have  been  unable  to  find 
a  single  decision  of  the  House  to  the  contrary, 
from  the  first  organization  of  the  Government  un- 
til the  close  of  the  last  session.  Indeed,  ^ir,  the 
words  of  the  rule  itself,  show  that  the  construc- 
tion, which  had  so  long  prevailed,  was  the  only 
true  construction  which  could  be  given  to  it.  The 
words  are^  and  until  it  (viz:  the  previous  question) 
is  decided,  ^' shall  preclude  all  amendment  and 
further  debate  of  the  main  question.^'  By  which 
it  is  evident,  that  amendment  and  debate  of  the 
main  question  is  only  precluded,  imul  tiie  previ 
ous  question  is  decided,  but  that  after  such  deci- 
sion, it  was  not  precluded. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Gold,) 
and  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Nelson,) 
have  truly  stated  that  the  previous  question  was 
taken  from  the  rules  of  the  British  Parliament, 
and  they  have  likewise  stated  the  reason  of  itsin* 
troduciion  into  that  body.  It  was,  sir,  to  prevent 
debate  in  the  House  of  Commons  upon  questions 
of  a  delicate  nature  with  respect  to  high  person- 
ages, dec.  Yes,  sir,  it  was  introduced  tnere  to 
enable  the  Ministry  to  prevent  the  Commons  from 
opening  their  lips onsubjects relating  to  the  Roy- 
al Family  and  the  great  men  of  the  realm.  But, 
sir,  we  have  gone  further  than  the  Ministry  and 
their  majorities,  despotic  and  tyrannical  as  they 
have  been,  have  ever  dared  to  go  in  Parliament. 
For  even  there  members  are  now,  and  always  have 
been,  permitted  to  debate  on  tlie  previous  ques- 
tion ;  but  which  members  on  this  floor  are  not  now 
permitted  to  do.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  nature  of  our 
Grovernraent  forbids  that  the  majority  should  have 
the  power  to  prohibit  all  debate  on  questions 
which  may  come  before  this. House.  We  have 
not,  as  yet,  I  trust,  an^  high  personages  in  this 
country  about  whom  it  would  be  indelicate  or 
improper  for  the  members  on  this  floor  to  speak  ; 
and  let  me  ask  what  subject  of  national  import- 
ance can  be  proposed  for  adoption,  on  which  a 
member  should  be  deprived  of  the  privilege  of 
speaking  at  least  once  before  he  gives  his  vote? 
Nay,  sir,  let  me  ask  gentlemen  whether  this  House 
has  a  right  to  compel  me,  or  any  other  member,  to 
vote  on  any  question,  without  giving  nie  an  op- 

Sortunity  of  explaining  my  reason  for  that  vote.  I 
env,  sir,  that  thejr  have  this  right;  as  a  member 
of  this  body,  I  claim  the  privilege  of  delivering 
my  sentiments,  or  what  I  may  consider  the  sen- 
timents of  my  constituents,  on  any  subject,  before 
I  give  my  vote  upon  it.    I  claim  it  not,  sir,  for  ( 


myself  personally,  but  I  claim  it  in  the  capaea^ 
of  a  Representative  of  a  free  people,  sent  hen, 
not  like  a  member  of  the  French  Councilor Fm 
Hundred,  for  the  purpose  of  voting  merely,  hi 
for  the  purpose  of  deliberating  on  subjects  of  bi^h 
concern  to  their  peace,  their  prosperity,  their  bap- 
pi  oess.    For  what,  sir,  are  we  assembled  bere 
under  a  Constitution  the  purest  in  the  worldl  Is 
it  not  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  "  the  genenl 
welfare''  of  the   nation   which  we  represeoi: 
And  how  is  this  to  be  done,  except  by  a  tree  cos- 
munication  of  our  sentiments  to  each  otber,ofi 
the  various  plans  which  may  be  proposed  fortbat 
object  ?    The  peace,  the  honor,  and  interest  of  uu 
country  is  confided  to  our  care,  and  while  went 
here  deliberating  on  the  best  means  of  preserrisf 
the  one  or  securing  and  promoting  the  other, ibe 
Constitution  has  very  wisely  thrown  arouodss 
a  shield  of  complete  indemnity — "  for  any  speeek 
or  debakte  in  this  House,"  we  are  "  not  to  be  qua 
tioned  in  any  other  place."     Will  then  the  mi- 
jority  claim  the  right  of  depriving  a  member  cf 
this  privilege  of  speech,  a  privilege  not  only  ih^ 
secured  to  him  by  the  Constitution  itself,  buifj 
the  due.  exercise  of  which  he  is  not  to  be  qoet* 
tioned  elsewhere?    But,  sir,  those  who  oppose 
the  amendment  say  that  the  construction  i$foQE<.« 
ed  in  necessity;  that  individual  members  ban 
abused  the  privilege  of  speech;  that  they  hiw 
heretofore,  and  probably  will  again,  make  lo^ 
speeches  merelv  for  the  purpose  of  delay,  aod  of 
embarrassing  the  proceedings  of  the  Huuse;  ai^i 
that  therefore  the  majority  must  liave  it  io  tbm 
power  to  slop  debate,  wheoever  they  tbioi  proper, 
and  that  this  power  will  always  be  exercised  t^iit 
a  sound  discretion. 

1  deny,  sir,  that  any  such  necessity  exists;  iiu 
a  plea  easily  made,  but  generally  difficult  and  it 
this  case  impossible  to  be  supported.  Why  bat 
itso  happened  that  this  necessity  has  never exisej 
until  the  last  session  of  Congress  ?  Was  it  tl^ea 
for  the  first  time,  that  a  division  of  sentimeotfip* 
peared  on  th'is  floor?  were  parties  never  before 
heard  of  in  this  country?  Were  not  parties  ar- 
rayed against  each  other  in  1796  on  the  subject 
of  the  British  Treaty,  and  in  1798-9,  on  iheque*j 
tion  of  a  war  with  France  ?  Were  not  the  dts* 
putes  in  this  House,  in  those  times,  as  looz  m 
as  bitter,  as  they  have  ever  been  since  ?  Those 
were  times,  which  have  been  so  often  quoiedil 
this  House  as  hard,  and  unconstitutiooalj  titoes 
when  the  reign  of  terror  prevailed,  when  corrup^ 
majorities,  as  has  been  often  said  on  this  floury 
passed  alien  and  sedition  laws.  And.  yet,  sir^ 
with  all  the  political  sins  which  have  been  heaped 
upon  those  tnajorities,  the  sin  of  having  ukea 
awav  the  privilege  of  speech  on  this  floor  nerer 
has  been,  and  as  1  have  proved  from  the  jouroala, 
never  can  tte  laid  to  their  charge.  This  House, 
by  the  Constitution,  has  the  power  to  ^  detertniM 
the  rules  of  its  proceedings;"  and  io  roai^iBf 
those  .rules,  it  has  the  right  of  regulating,  bat  ao"] 
of  entirely  preventing  debate.  i 

It  would  indeed  be  a  straoge  anomaly  io  poli^ 
tics,  as  well  as  in  law,  that  under  a  general  power 
of  making  rules  ofproceedingi  we  saould  msiei 
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tie  to  preTentr  all  proceediogs  whatever,  Greo- 
emen  mav  as  well  assume  the  power  of  preveat- 
g  a  member  from  rotiogj  as  tne^  now  do  that 
prereatiDg  dim  from  speaking.  1  am  willing 
agree,  sir,  that  the  privilege  of  debatei  on  this 
lor,  may  have  been  and  will  a^ain  be  abused ; 
ai  OD  particular  subjects  individual  members 
re  spoken  much  longer  than  was  necessary, 
id  i  may  add,  also,  with  much  less  sense  than  a 
ijority  might,  have  wished ;  and  in  some  in- 
iDces  they  may  have  prolonged  their  speeches, 
erely  for  the  purposes  of  delay.  But,  sir,  will 
iQ  deprive  a  member  of  the  right  of  speaking  at 
t,  because  he  is  unable  to  convey  bis  ideals  in 
IT  words,  or  because  he  may  have  very  few  or 
I  ideas  to  convey  7  Or  because  some  may.have 
okeo  merely  to  delay  the  proceedinfi;s  of  ;he 
case,  will  you  make  a  general  rule,  nv  which 
member  may  be  wholly  deprived  of  the  right 
'  speaking  ?  If  indeed,  sir,  evils  do  arise  ia  con- 
iqueoceof  the  liberty  of  speech  in  this  House,  if 
le  busioess  of  the  nation  does  not  progress  wkh 
I  maeh  rapidity  as  in  countries  under  the  eon- 
ol  of  an  individual ;  they  are  evils  which  flow 
om  the  very  nature  of  our  Government,  from 
at  freedom  which  we  so  highly  prize,  and  from 
aiTery  Constitution  which  we  have  sworn  to 
pport.  So  long  as  we  are  men  we  shall  be 
(perfect,  we  shall  bring  with  us  on  this  floor 
oereot  views,  different  ideas  on  political  as  well 
I  OD  other  subjects;  and  it  would  be  strange  in- 
Kd  if,  on  the  various  topics  of  national  import- 
ice  brought  before  us  for  discussion,  we  should 
K  at  limes  come  into  strong  collision  with  each 
ber. 

Tbe  question  on  the  amendment  was  deter* 
Med  in  the  negative — yeas  36,  nays  7fi. 
Mr.  Stanford  moved  to  amend  the  rules  by 
niog  to  the  end  of  the  paragraph  relating  to 
loriiy  of  business,  the  words ''  but  no  question 

coQsideraiion  shall  be  required  upon  an  origi- 
u  motion ;»  which  was  also  determined  in  the 
fgative-yeas  30,  nays  68. 
Oo  motion  of  Mr.  WtLLiAMs  the  said  rules 
we  amended  by  striking  out  the  word  **  fiye^^^  in 
« paragraph  prescribing  the  manner  in  which 
<< previous  question*  shall  he  taken,  and  insert- 
yhe  words  «  one-fifth  of  the." 

I^Qe  question  was  thefi  taken^  to  concur  in  the 
^  rales  as  amended,  and  determined  in  the  af- 
fmauTc. 


_  » 

TuKBDAT,  December  24. 
Oo  moUoa  of  Mr.  Kent,  the  petitions  of  the 
J«"ieni  and  Directors  of  the  Chesapeake  and 
\^Z^^\  ^anal  Company,  presented  the  tweniy- 
m  of  January,  1806,  and  the  thirteenth  of 
\VQ^^^*  ^S^i  were  severally  relerred  to  the  com- 
J^.^PPoiQted,  on  the  sixth  iu8tattt,on  the  me- 
C  f^D^***^  Union  Canal  Company,  in  the 
Mr  p/ •°°»yl^ania. 
^^  •  roiNDBXTER  moved  the  following  resolu- 

i^^/hat  the  President  of  the  United  States 
^«e«ed  to  inform  this  House  whether  any  nego- 


tiation is  now  pending  between  the  United  States  and 
Spain,  or  any  other  foreign  Power,  respecting  the  claim 
of  the  United  States  to  that  tract  of  country  of  which 
possession  was  taken  by  Virtae  of  the  President's  proc- 
lamation, bearing  date  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  Oc- 
tober, 1810;  and,  also,  whether  he  is  possessed  of  any 
inforniation,  which,  in  his  opinion,  requires  that  the 
Legislative  authority  of  Congress  oytt  said  country 
should  be  suspended,  with  a  view  to  future  negotia- 
tion on  that  subject. 

The  resolution  was  read,  ai^d  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 
Mr.  Jen Niif 08  moved  the  following  resolution : 

Betohedf  That  the  President  of  the  United  Stotea 
be  requested  to  esuae  to  be  laid  before  this  House  any 
additioiuil  information,  verbal  or  otherwise^  which  he 
may  have  received,  relative  and  important  to  the  pub- 
lic situation  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  which  may  not 
be  improper  to  be  communicated. 

The  resolation  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  tkble. 
Mr.  Stow  moved  the  following  resolution : 

Ruobft^  That,  should  a  war  ensue  between  the 
United  Sutes  and  Great  Britain,  it  would  be  expedi- 
ent to  provide,  by  law,  a  bomty  to  impressed  Ameri- 
can seamen,  and  their  associates,  lor  each  British  sl^p 
of  war  they  qta^  capture  and  bring  into  an  Amerieaa 
port.   : 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  first  Monday  in 
February  next. 

The  House,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee- 
of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands,  made  4he  fifth  instant,  on  the 
petition  of  the  Mayor  and  Aldermenof  the  city  of 
I  New  Orleans ;  and,  after  some  time  sp^nt  therein,^ 
the  Committee  rose,  and  reported  their  disagree- 
ment to  the  resoiutipn  therein  contained. 

The  resolution  was  then  read,  and  is  as  follows: 

Re9ohedt  Thai  pnyvision  ought  to  be  made  for  se- 
curing to  the  corporation  of  the  dty  of  New  Orleans, 
the  occupancy  and  use  lof  a  piece  of  ground  on  which 
it  is  contemplated  to  erect  steam  enaines  for  conveying 
water  into  the  said  city :  Pronded,  That  if  the  groond 
shall  not  be  so  occopied,  or  shall  hereafter  cease  to  be 
so  occupied,  the  claim  of  the  United  States  thereto 
shall  remain  unimpaired. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bibb,  the  further  consider** 
tion  of  the  resolution  was  postponed  until  the 
first  Monday  in  February  next. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "  authorizing 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  raise  cer- 
tain companies  of  rangers  for  the  protection  of 
the  frontier  of  the  United  States ;"  to  which 
thev  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  continue  in  force,  for  a 
further  time,  the  first  section  of  an  act,  entitled 
"An  act  further  to  protect  the  commerce  and 
seamen  of  the  United  States  against  the  Bar- 
bary  Powers."  The  bill  was  reported  without 
amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  the  third  time  on  Friday  next. 

Mr.  PoiNDBXTBR  moved  the  following  resolu* 
tion: 
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Resolvedf  That  the  ComiDittee  of  Ways  and  Means 
1>e  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  prohih- 
iting,  by  law,  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leans from  exacting  any  tax,  or  duty,  on  vessels,  boats, 
or  other  crafii  descending  the  river  Missksippi,  having 
<m  board  articles  the.  growth  or  manufacture  of  the 
United  States,  or  such  articles  of  foreign  growth  or 
manufacture  as  have  been  reguhrly  import^  into  the 
United  States* 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  it?  farther  con- 
sideratioD  postponed  until  the  first  Monday  in 
February  next. 

'The  JBpEAKBR  presented  a  petition  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  Indiana  Territory,  prayin^^  that  a 
graut  of  land  tt)ay  be  made  to  every  officer  and 
aoldier  who  serred  in  the  late  expedition  under 
Governor  Harrison,  against  the  hostile  Indians, 
and  that  a  similar  grant  may  be  made  to  the 
heirs  of  those  who  were  killed  in  the  aciion  of 
the  seventh  ultimo. 

The  Speaker  also  presented  a  petition  of  '*a 
committee  appointed  at  a  meeting  of  the  officers 
and  privates  of  the  several  militia  corp%of  Knox 
eounty,  in  the  Indiana  Territory,  who  served  in 
the  late  campaign  under  Governor  Harrison  " 
praying  that  grants  of  land  may  be  made  to  the 
hetrs  of  such  officers  and  soldiers  as  fell  in  the 
action  of  the  seventh  ultimo ;  and  that  compen- 
aation  may  be  made  for  horses  and  other  property 
unavoidably  lost  or  destroyed  in  said  action. 

The  petitions  were  referred  to  the  committee 
appointed,  on  the  nineteenth  instant,  on  the  Mes- 
sage from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
transmitting  letters  from  Governor  Harrison,  rel- 
ative to  the  action  aforesaid. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "authorizing  the 
Preaident  of  the  United  States  to  raise  certain 
companies  of  rangers  for  the  protection  of  the 
frontier  of  the  United  States,"  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  appointed  on  that 

San  t>r  the  President's  Message  which  relates  to 
liing  the  ranks  and  prolonging  the  enlistments 
of  the  regular  troops,  anil  to  an  auxilrary  military 
force. 

The  third  reading  of  the  bill  firom  the  Senate. 
'  ^  for  the  belief  of  Thomas  O'Bannon,'^  was  called 
for ;  when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Blaceledgb.  it 
was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lie  Latids.    Adjourned  to  Thursday. 


Tbursdat,  December  2t, 

Mr«  Lewis,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  presented  a  bill  relating  to ^ 

marriage  licenses,  in  Washington  county,  in  the  [     ie*ofccA  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  b*  in- 


statement  of  the  vessels  belongins  to  the  United 
States,  which  have  been  repaired  since  the  year 
1801,  specifying  the  time  when  such  repairs  were 
made,  and  the  cost. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  directing  the  terms  oa 
which  lands  sold  at  public  sale,  and  that  retert 
for  failure  in  payment,  shall  again  be  sold  ;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  bill  was  re* 
ported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  read  the  thitd  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  oa 
the  Public  Lands,  made  the  fifth  instant,  on  (be 
memorial  of  the  Legislative  Council  and  Hoqk 
of  Repre^ntatives  of  the  Indiana  Territory ; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Commit- 
tee rose,  and  reported  their  agreement  to  the  ret- 
olutions  contained  therein;  which  were  concurred 
in  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

1.  lUsohed,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  r^>ealiad 
claates  of  the  laws  for  the  sale  of  the  public  laads,if 
impose  interest  from  date  of  the  purchase  on  roch  in- 
stalments of  the  purchase-money  as  are  not  paid  wha 
they  become  due,  or  to  remit  back  interest  which  nuj 
have  accrued  on  any  such  instalment* 

2.  Htsolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  allow  a  fin* 
ther  time  of  two  years,  from  the  time  the  last  ioital- 
ment  shall  become  due.  before  a  forfeiture  cantak« 
place  for  failure  in  payment  on  any  futare  sales. 

3.  Resoivod,  That  the  further  time  of  one  year,  for 
completipg  the  payments,  ought  to  be  allowed,  respect- 
ively, to  all  purchasers  of  public  lands,  Northwest  of 
the  river  Ohio,  whose  time  for  completing  the  pajmeat 
of  the  purchase-money  may,  or  ahftll  have  expired  oo 
or  before  the  twenty-second  day  of  I>ecember,  18I«, 
and  whose  land  has  not  been  actually  sold,  or  forfrited 
for  falluire  in  payment,  on  cmidttion  that  all  arrean  d 
interest  shall  be  paid  to  entitle  any  purchaser  to  ike 
benefit  of  this  provision. 

Tl^e  Committee  on  Public  Lands  were  directed 
to  prepare  and  report  a  bill,  purauant  to  the  third 
resolution. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  tbe  Comroiuee  of 
Claims,  made  the  twenty>seveoth  ultimo,  oo  tbe 
petition  of  Rees  Nanna  and  others,  to  which 
Committee  of  the  Whole  was  abo  committed 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  of  the 
twenty-first  instant,  oo  the  expediency  of  repeal- 
ing or  suspending  the  statutes  of  limitation ;  aad, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  ComtDittee 
rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit  ag^in. 

Mr.  Gbolson  moved  the  following  resolutioo: 


District  of  Columbia,  and  directing  the  applica- 
tion of  the  fees  paid  for  them;  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Porter,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  presented  a*  bill  authorizing  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  accept  and  organize 
oertain  volunteer  military  corps;  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  pf  the 
Whole  on  Monday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bibb,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  was  directed  to  lay  before  this  House  a 


structed  to  inquire  into  the  merits  of  all  claims  tbat 
may  be  referred  to  them,  which  originated  dunng  tb« 
Revolutionary  war,  notwithstanding  aoch  claims  maj 
be  barred  by  the  statutes  of  limitation;  and  to  report 
their  opinion  thereon  to  the  House. 

The  resolution  was  read;  when  the  House 
adjourned. 

Frioat,  December  27. 

Mr.  Nelson  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  io* 
habitants  of  the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  prajrioS 
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that  the  $eeoDd  grade  of  Territorial  goTeritmeDt 
ma]r  be  eitenifed  to  the  inhablcants^  said  Ter- 
ritory. 

Mr.  Nelson,  also  preseofed  a  certified  copy  of 
a  preseotmeot  by  the  ffrand  jury  of  the  District 
of  St.  Charles,  in  said  Territory,  representing 
that  the  second  grade  of  Territoriel  government 
ought  to  be  extended  to  that  Territory ;  that  the 
judges  of  the  general  court  ought  to  reside  in  the 
Territory  J  and  that  further  and  eouitable  provis- 
ions ought  to  be  made  in  favor  of  rejected  land 
ehims.—- Referred. 

Mr.  Nelson  also  presented  a  petition  of  mem- 
bers of  several  Christian  denon^inations^  residing 
in  the  Western  parts  of  the  United  States,  pray- 
ing that  mails  may  not  be  carried,  and  post  offices 
may  not  be  opened,  on  Sundays. — Laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  PoiNDEXTER  presented  a  petition  of  sun- 
dry inhabitants  of  ttie  Mississippi  Territory, 
praying  that  the  said  Territory  may  be  admitted 
into  the  Union  as  a  State. — ^{Veferred. 

Mr.  Lewis,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Colttmbia,  presented  a  bill  further  to 
ameod.the  charter  of  the  city  of  Washington; 
which  was  read  twice,  andcommitted  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whi^  on  Monday  neit. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  that  part  of  the  President's  Message  which 
relates  to  filling  the  ranks  and  prolonging  the  en- 
listmegnts  of  the  regular  troops,  and  to  an  auxil- 
iary force,  to  whom  was  referred  tb«  bill  from 
the  Senate  ''  authorising  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  raise  certain  companies  of  ran- 
gers for  the  proteetion  of  the  frontier  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,"  re|iorted  the  same  without  »mend- 
meat  aad  the  bill  was  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  PoBTBR,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  to  tvhom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  *^  to  raise  an  additional  military  force^"  ire- 
ported  thesatne,  with  an  amendment ;  which  was 
read,  and,  together  with  the  bill,  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  rej)ort 
of  the  Postmaster  General  on  the  petitions  ot  the 
Synod  of  Pittsburg,  and  of  sundry  members  of 
sereral  Christian  deoominations,  in  the  Western 
parts  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  the  con- 
veyance of  mails  on  Sundays;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Roads. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  continue  in  force,  for  a 
farther  time,  the  first  section  of  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  further  to  protect  the  commerce  and  sea- 
men of  the  United  States  against  the  Barbary 
Powers/'  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution 
submitted  by  ^r.  Gholson  en  their  twenty-sixth 
instant ;  and  the  said  resolution  being  again  read, 
was  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
«n  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the 
petition  of  Rees  Nanna  and  others. 

An  engrossed  bill  directing  the  terms  on  which 
lands  sold  at  private  sate,  and  that  tar^i^t  for  fail>- 


ure  In  payment,  shall  again  be  sold,  was  read 
the  third  lime,  and  passed* 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  revision  of  former 
coofi^rmations,  and  for  confirming  certain  claims 
to  land  in  the  District  of  Kastmskia.  The  bill 
was  reported  without  amendment^  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  more  convenient 
taking  of  affidavits  and  bail,  in  civil  causes  depend* 
ing  in  the  Courts  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
amendment  reported  by  the  select  committee,  oa 
the  second  instant.  The  Committee  rose  and  re- 
ported tlie  bill,  with  the  amendment ;  which  was 
concurred  in  by  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time. 
.  The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  continue  in  force,  for  a 
limited  time,  the  salaries  of  the  officers  pf  Qor- 
em  men  t  therein  mentioned  5"  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  had 
leave  to  sit  again. 

PENNSYLVANIA  RESOLUTIONS. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbebiovnt  or  the  Uniteo  Statbs  : 

Ta  the  SenaU  and  House  of 

IUpre»eniaiiv€9  of  the  Vhited  States  .* 

I  lay  before  Congress  copies  of  resolntions  entered 

into  by  the  Legislature  of  PennsyWania,  which  have 

been  transmitted  to  me.  widi  that  view  by  the  Qovernor 

of  tiiat  State,  in  pussuanoe  of  one  of  the  said  rosolntaooe. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
Washkotov,  December  87,  1811. 

The  present  is  a  period  replete  with  national  occnr- 
.rences  as  momentous  as  ever  marked  the  annals  of 
the  world.  That  collision  of  kingdoms  and  empires 
which  has  deluged  Europe  with  blood,  borne  down 
the  practice,  and  nearly  extinguished  the  principles  of 
justice  and  humanity,  is  not,  in  its  eflecta,  confined  to 
that  unhappy  quarter  of  the  gbbe.  The  unparalleled 
prosperity,  the  enterprising  spirit,  and  the  expanding 
commerce  of  the  United  States  of  America,  have  ren- 
dered them,  to  the  two  mighty  belligerents,  an  object 
of  envy  and  a  mediuo^  of  retaliation,  pretended  as  to 
one,  apd  iniquitous  in  both. 

The  Emperor  of  the  French  has  yet  much  to  do  be- 
fore the  just  claims  of  our  country  can  be  satisfied. 
But  he  has  annulled  those  decrees  which  were  the 
only  legal  obstruction  to  a  friendly  and  commercial 
intercourse  with  his  dominions.  He  has  annulled 
those  very  decrees  on  which  the  British  Government 
solemnly  declared  its  Orders  in  Council  to  be  suspended. 
To  the  British  Government  and  to  the  world  he  has 
evinced  the  extinguishment  of  those  decrees  by  the 
united  evidence  of  solemn  profession  and  uniform 
practice.  But  have  the  Orders  in  Council  expired  with 
the  French  decrees  t  No.  Compared  with  their  prior, 
their  subsequent  operation  has  been  as  life  from  the 
dead.  They  have  been  executed  with  redoubled  rigor. 
Our  seamen  are  impressed,  our  citizens  robbed,  our 
flag  prostrated,  our  own  waters  infested,  our  coastings 
trade  annoyed,  our  harbors  blockaded 

While  maritime  oppression  has  thns  riasn  to  its 
summit,  an  Envoy  Extraordinary  is  sent  to  oar  Gov- 
eduMuty  net  (as  might  have  been  reasonably  expected) 
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to  ■often  our  irritated  eoimtiy  by  concitiatorf  language ; 
not  to  ofier  atonement  for  ofieneei,  and  indemnifica- 
tiona  for  wrongs  that  are  peat:  these,  with  a  single 
exception,  he  passes  over  aa  things  beneath  the  notice 
of  the  British  GoYemment  or  its  Envoy,  or  aa  injuiiea 
to  which  the.  inexhaustible  forbearance,  the  presumed 
timidity,  or  the  abject  debasement  of  the  American 
Government  would  insure  her  sHent  submission.  He 
commences  a  new  species  and  system  of  insult.  .  He 
prescribes  to  the  President  what  lie  shall  recommend, 
and  what  the  National  Legislature  shall  enact  He 
demands  a  law  which  shall  admit  the  products  and  man- 
u&ctures  of  Great  Briti^n  into  the  ports  of  the  United 
States,  although  American  manufactures  are,  even  in 
time  of  peace,  excluded  from  the  British  dominions. 
He  commands  the  American  Government  to  procure 
of  Napoleon  an  abandonment  of  his  continental  ays- 
tern,  and  the  admission  t>f  British  products  and  mann- 
ftctures  into  his  own  and  the  ports  of  his  allies.  A 
compliance  with  -the  first  of  these  demands  is  a  relin- 
quishment of  sovereignty ;  to  fulfil  the  latter,  the  Uni- 
ted Statee  have  neither  right,  nor  power,  nor  the  folly 
to  attempt.  The  first  is  degrading,  the  second  impoe- 
sible.  And  yet  a  submission  to  these  loyal  mandates 
is  menacingly  deckxed  to  be  the  only  condition  on 
which  the  Orders  in  Council  shall  be  repealed,  and 
the  violation  of  onr  neutral  rights  discontinned« 

Solemnly  impressed  with  these  conirideratioiis,  and 
contemplating  demands  so  nnjnat,  so  OAreasonable,  so 
diarespectful  to  the  inteiligenoe,  and  so  insnlting  to 
the  sovereignty  of  an  enlightened,  fipee,  and  independ- 
ent people,  therefore* 

1.  Buoktdj  hy  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  Rqtre- 
.eemfoHvea  of  the  CommonweaUh  of  Pemuykama  in 

General  Aeeembly  mei^  That  the  poKcy  of  the  British 
Government,  aa  exhibited  Inr  her  naval  power  on  the 
iiigh  seas,  and  expressed  by  her  Envoy  near  the  United 
States,  merits  the  reprobation,  and  cannot  but  arouse 
the  virtuous  indignation  of  every  friend  of  thiy  country 
and  its  GovernmenL 

2.  Rtaolvedf  That,  when  submission  or  resistance 
to  the  unjuat  demands  of  a  tyrant  is  the  alternative, 
the  latter  only  can  be  chosen  by  the  firecmen  of 
America. 

3.  Resokfed,  That,  though  we  would  rejoice  in  that 
adoption  and  practice  of  justice  which  would  secure  to 
Great  Britain  and  to  the  world  our  friendship  and 
friendly  intercourse,  we  will,  in  order  to  repel  aggres- 
sion and  obtain  reparation,  vigorously  exert  all  the 
powers  which  we  possess  to  accelerate  the  accomplish- 
inent  of  such  military  preparations  as  Uxe  wisdom  of 
our  National  Legislature  may  require. 

4.  Resolved,  That  it  is  our  duty  as  legislators  to  em- 
ploy a  suitable  portion  of  the  Jnances  of  thia  Common- 
wealth in  promoting  the  growth  and  prosperity,  and 
in  securing  the  permanence  of  our  infant  manufac- 
tures: that,  as  individuals  of  the  communis,  we  will, 
aa  much  as  possible,  abstain  from  wearing  anything  in 
our  apparel  that  is  not  the  product  of  these  manufac- 
tures, and  that  we  will  recommend  the  aame  patriotic 
practice  to  our  constituents. 

5.  JUeohed,  That  the  queation  merita  serious  con- 
aideration,  whether,  in  order  to  suppress  the  system  of 
plunder  and  impressment  on  the  high  seaa,  it  would 
Of  would  not  be  a  just,  humane,  and  efiident  retalia- 
tion to  lay  hold  on  property  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment <»r  of  tta  subjects,  whenever  sudi  property  ean 
be  found  to  an  amount  sufficient  to  indemnify  the 

/plnndered  American;  and  for  every  impiened  Amen- 


eaneitiien,  to  seixa  a  aobjeet  of  His  BritannkMtjntf, 
wherever  such  aabject  can  be  found,  and  ts  ni^ 
him  to  imprisonment  and  labor,  corresponding  to  tb 
condition  of  the  impressed  American  on  boud  «f  i 
British  ship  of  war. 

6.  Reeowed^  That  the  vrisdom,  patrioCism,  anifiiB- 
ness  of  the  Executive  and  Conncib  of  the  Geaenl 
Government  entitle  thetn  to  our  perfect  confideoct, 
and  their  measures  to  our  prompt  and  zeaiou  » 
operation ;  and,  in  case  an  appeal  to  arms  ihoold  bt 
deemed  necessary,  we  will  support  them  at  the  ret  «f 
our  lives  and  fortunes. 

7.  Resolved,  That  the  Governor  of  this  CommoB- 
wealth  be  instructed  to  transmit  an  aQtheoticiie^ 
copy  of  these  resolutiona  to  the  President  of  the  Itor 
ted  States,  with  a  request  that  he  ooaununicate  thes 
to  Congress. 

JOHN  TODD,  Speaker  of  the  fbsa. 
P.  C«  LANE,  Speaker  of  the  Seadt. 


MoivDAY  December  30. 

Soon  after  the  Journal  ma  read, 

Mr.  Dawson  rose  and  addressed  the  Chair. 
The  lowness  of  his  ▼oice,  owing  to  recent  iDdii- 
PQsitioQ  prevented  his  being  heard  distiaeilf; 
out  his  obsec rations  were  nearly  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker — Virginia,  my  parent  State,  bis 
long  to  monm  the  loss  of  some  of  her  most  nl&* 
able  sons  and  estimable  daughters,  who  od  tiie 
night  of  the  26tii  of  the  present  month,  metthm 
aniim^ly  -end.* 

Among  those  who  perished  in  the  flamR,ii 
the  metrt>polis  of  that  State,  on  that  sad  nigtit, 
were  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  State,  asdt 
ffentlemanf  well  known  to  many  of  us,  sad  wh% 
for  years,  held  ao  honorable  station  in  this  House. 
Some  of  the  most  Taloabie  and 'prominent  eba^ 
acters  in  their  professions,  and  others  who  proQi> 
ised  ere  loi^  to  be  omameots  to  their  eoootry. 
With  these,  sir,  was  the  rising  offiipringi  of  ose 
of  our  present  most  valuable  members,  and  muj 
other  amiable  and  ▼ittoons  women  who  adonel 
and  improved  society. 

These,  sir,  with  many  others,  have  fallen  vi^ 
tims  to  that  unrelenting  element,  notwithsuod- 
ing  the  bold  and  generous  effbrts  which  were 
made  to  save  them. 

Their  ashes  are  now  mingled  with  the  dost 
and  their  spirits  have  ascended  to  Heaven. 

It  is  to  us  a  great  national  calamity. 

I  well  know,  that  on  sach  occasions  grieffal- 
though  keen,  is  unavailing — that  the  decrees  of 
fate  are  irrevocable  aad  ought  to  be  submitted  to 
with  humility.  In  order,  however,  to  testify  the 
respect  and  sorrow  which  this  nation  feels  for 
the  deceased,  itnd  to  prove  that  we  sympatiiize 
with  the  affl^ted,  without  further  commeot  od 
this  painful  subject,  I  beg  leave  to  off<?r  \ht  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Reeohed,  That  the  members  of  this  House  will  wfsr 
crape  on  the  left  arm  lor  one  month,  in  testisiooj  ef 
the  respect  and  aorrow  which  they  feei  for  thoK  m- 
fortonate  persons  who  perished  in  Che  iin  in  the  at; 

*  At  the  homing  of  the  Theatre  at  JRicfamond. 
t  Mr.  Yenahle.        f  Mr.  M.  Clay's  daughter. 
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of  Richfflood,  in  YirgiiiU,  on  th0  night  of  Um  Mth  of 
tlM  present  month. 

This  resoluiioD  was  UDanimously  adopted. 

Mr.  PoiNDBXTBR  presented  to  the  Hou«e  a  reso* 
lu(ioo  of  the  LegialatiTe  Council  and  House  of 
Reftreseotatitea  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  ap- 
probatorf  of  the  conduct  of  the  Ezecutive  in  the 
fate  Qegoiiations  with  the  British  Gk>vernment, 
aod  expressire  of  their  determinniion  to  support 
sacli  measures  as  the  General  Gk>Yemment  may 
adopt  for  the  maintenance  of  the  rights,  the  com- 
merce, and  the  honor,  of  the  United  States;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. ' 

Mr.  Morrow,  fVom  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  presented  a  bill  to  ascertain  and  es- 
tablish the  Western  bocradary  of  the  tract  re- 
served for  satisfying  the  military  boantiesallowed 
to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line  on 
coQtinental  establish meot ;  which  was  read  and 
commuted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Mon- 
day next. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  committee  appointed 
OQ  that  part  of  the  Presideot^s  Message  which  re- 
lates to  filling  the  ranks  and  prolonging  the  en- 
h'stmeotsof  the  regolar  troops,  and  to  an  auxiliary 
force,  reported  (in  part)  a  bill  sopp<emenl«ry  to 
'^An  act  more^ectoally  to^protide  for  the  na- 
tioDai  defence,  by  establishiog  a  uniform  militia 
throughout  the  United  States ;"  and  to  **An  act 
making  provision  for  arming  and  equipping  the 
whole  body  of  the  militia  .of  the  United  Sutes;" 
vbtch  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  the  Com^ 
miitee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Wright  moved  the  following  resoltition: 

Sesoived,  That  a  committee  be  appointod  to  bring 
ia  a  bill  for  the  protection,  recovery,  and  indemnifica^ 
lion  of  American  seamen.     , 

The  resolution  was  laid  on  tlie  table. 

The  House  readyed  itself  into  a  CoouQittee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  accept  and  organize  cer- 
tain volunteer  military  corps;  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein^  the  Committee  rose  and  had 
lesTe  to  sit  again. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  "To 
raise  an  additional  -mililary  force,"  and  oo  the 
amendment  reported  thereto  by  the  Committee 
an  Foreign  Relations ;  and,  after  some  tinie  spent 
therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  had  leave  to  sit 
igaio. ' 

RB.MIS8I0N  OF  DUTIES.  * 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
iierce  and'Manufactures^  made  a  report  on  the 
petition  of  Ezeklel  Hubbell,  referred  the  eighth 
ultimo;  which  was  read;  when,  Mr.  Nkwton 
presented  a  bill  to  empower  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  decide  on  the  case  of  the  ship  Eliza 
Aod,  belongiog  to  Ezekiel  Hubbell ;  which  was 
read,  aod,  together  with  the  report,  committed  to 
I  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Friday  next. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

That  the  petitioner,  on  the  17th  of  January,  1809, 
U  London,  in  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  purehaaed 


of  William  Lyman,  the  Conaal  of  the  United  Stetea, 
the  ship  Eliza  Ann,  of  New  York,  he  acting  as  the 
agent  of.  the  owners,  Joshua  Jones  and  Edward  R. 
Jones,  of  New  York,  trading  under  the  firm  of  Joshua 
Jones  and  Son ;  and  that  the  said  ship  was  transferred 
to  the  petitioner,  by  the  said  William  Lyman,  aceord- 
ing  to  the  form  prescribed  by  law.  .  That,  after  the  pur- 
chase of  the  said  ship,  she  sailed  from  London  to  Cadiz, 
in  Spain ;  took  in  there  a  cargo,  prineipally  belonging 
to  the  peUtioner,  and  prooeeded  to  New  York,  at  whidi 
place  she  arrived  on  or  about  the  7th  of  June,  1809 ; 
the  petitioner  being  at  that  time  absent  in  Europe,  and 
for  some  months  after  the  arrival  of  the  ship  in  the 
United  States ;  in  eonsequence  of  which,  a  register,  in 
the  name  of  the  owner  or  petitioner,  could  not  be  ob> 
tclned,  and  the  ship  and  cargo  were  subjected  to  the 
payment  of  foreign  duties. 

It  is  also  stated  that  a  register  for  the  said  ship,  ac- 
cording to  law,  has  been  obtained* 

The  object  of  the  petitioner  is  to  obtain  a  remission  of 
so  much  of  the  duties  as  are  above  those  paid  by  .ves- 
sels of  the  United.States. 

This  case,  while  the  said  ship  was  without  a  regis- 
ter«  came  within  th^  jurisdiction  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, and  a  remission  of  the  foreign  duties  might 
have  been  procured,  had  an  application  been  made  to 
that  D<$partinent  during  the  continuance  of  the  disa- 
bility incurred  by  the  owner's  not  taking  out  a  register 
witlun  three  days  after  the  arcivai  of  the  said  ship  'm 
the  .port  of  New  York. 

A  new  certificate  of  registry  being  obtained  previous 
to  the  appHoation  of  the  owner  to  the  Secretory  pf  the 
Treasury  for  a  remission  of  the  foreign  duties,  put  H 
out  of  the  power  of  the  latter  to  do  so,  as  the  remission 
is  incidental  only  to  the  Secretrary's  removing  a  di^ 
ability. 

The  committee,  on  mature  consideration,  are  of  opin- 
ion that  cases  like  the  present  ought  to  be  decided 
without  delay,  ^d  that  it  ia  safer  to  confine  them  to 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Treasuiy  Department.  Being 
of  this  opinion,  they  beg  leave  to  report  a  bill,  authof- 
izing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  render  the  same 
decision,  on  this  case,  that  he  would  have  done  had 
appUcation  been  made  to  him  previous  to  the  removal 
of  the  disability  by  the  petitioner. 

COMPENSATION  OP  KBVBNUE  0PPIGER8. 

Mr.  Bacon,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  made  a  report  on  the  several  petitions  of 
the  Collectors  of  the  ports  of  Philadelphia^  Nor- 
folk, Plymouth,  in  Massachusetts,  and  Baltimore, 
aod  of  the  Naval  Officer  of  the  port  of  Philadel- 
phia, referred  during  the  present  session ;  which 
was  read ;  when,  Mr.  Bacon,  from  the  same  com^ 
mittee,  presented  a  bill  in  addition  to  '^An  act  to 
establish  the  compensations  of  the  officers  em- 
ployed in  the  collection  of  the  duties  on  imports 
and  tonnage;"  which  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted ton  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Thursday 
next.    The  report  is  as  follows: 

That  the  aforesaid  officers  pray  that  provision  may 
be  made,  by  law,  for  remunerating  to  them  the  defi- 
ciencies which  have  happened  in  the  amount  of  their 
annual  compensations,  lor  some  years  past;  and,  as 
it  respects  the  collectors  of  the  ports  of  Baltimore,  and 
Norfolk,  that  additional  compensation  may  be  made 
them  for  the  future. 

The  committee  have  observed  that  the  deficiencies 
laferred  to  have  occurred  principally  durihg  the  years 
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180B  and   1809,  and  limve  been  occasioned'  bj  twa 
«auaea: 

Ist.  The  generally  depreaaed  atate  of  commerce,  dur- 
ing thoae  yeara,  which  ao  fnateriaHj  affected  the  gene- 
ral revenue  of  the  country,  and,  conaequently,  the 
eniohitnenta  of  the  offieera  employed  in  its  coUecCion, 
in  different  degrees. 

2d.-  The  payment  over»  by  aome  of  the  preaent  in- 
cnmbenta  of  thoae  particular  offices,  to  ihe  legal  repre- 
aentatiTea  of  their  deceaaed  predeceaaora,  of  a  moiety  of 
the  commisaiona  arising  from  dnties  bonded  by  such 
predecesaora,  but  actually  received  by  auch  incumbents, 
pursuant  to  the  4th  section  of  the  act  to  establish  the 
eompensations  for  those  offieera,  passed  March  Sd,  1799. 

On  this  view  of  the  subject,  the  committee  would 
remark,  that,  so  far  as  such  diminution  of  compensation 
has  been  occasioned  by  the  first  mentioned  cause,  it 
must  be  expected  by  public  officers,  whose  emoluments 
depend,  in  a  great  degree,  upon  the  actual  state  of  the 
general  commerce  of  the  country,  that  they  should,  in 
pome  measure,  share  their  part  in  the  occasional  varia^ 
tions  which,  at  particular  periods,  may  happen  to  that 
commerce ;  and  if,  dwing  some  years,  they  are  enabled 
to  receive  an  amount  which  is  obviously  something 
more  than  an  average  compensation  for  services  equally 
arduous,  in  the  ordinary  branches  of  private  business, 
it  ought  not  to  be  complained  of,  if,  in  other  years, 
they  should  receive  somewhat  less*  Applying  this 
principle  to  the  case  of  the  particular  officers  under 
consideration,  the  committee  are  convinced  that,  upon 
an  average  of  three  yean,  from  1808  to  1810,  bodi  in- 
clusive, those  officers  (widi  the  exception  of  the  collec- 
tor of  Baltimore)  have  been  enabled  to  receive  an  an- 
nual compenaation  for  their  services,  which,  in  reference 
to  the  general  rewards  of  skill  and  industry,  during 
that  period,  ought,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  their 
ease,  to  he  deemed  a  reasonable  one.  The  net  emol- 
uments of  the  collector  of  Philadelphia,  (including  the 
half  commissions  paid  to  his  predecessor)  during  that 
period,  amounting  to  the  average  sum  of  $S,537  12, 
annually ;  those  of  the  naval  officer  of  that  port,  to 
f  2,625  89 ;  those  of  the  collector  of  Norfolk,  to  $921  82 ; 
and  those  of  the  collector  of  Plymouth,  to  $1,341  46. 

That,  ito  far  as  the  net  emoluments  of  some  of  those 
officers  have  been  affisctcd  by  the  second  consideration 
above  stated,  it  ought  not  to  form  a  ground  for  remun- 
eration by  the  Government,  since  it  is  a  circumstance 
incident  to  all  other  officers  of  the  same  description, 
opon  the  commencement  of  their  official  duties,  and  is, 
in  effect,  but  the  advance  of  a  sum  out  of  their  first 
year's  emoluments,  which  they  may  calculate  upon  be- 
ing refunded  to  them,  or  their  legal  representativea, 
after  the  expiration  of  their  official  duties  by  death  or 
resignation. 

That  some  inequalities  exist  in  the  compensations 
now  allowed  to  the  officers  of  the  customs,  is  not'  im- 
probable, and  a  general  review  of  that  subject  may,  at 
a  suitable  time',  be  proper  and  expedienL  But  it  is 
doubted  whether  the  preaent  unaettled  state  of  our 
commerce  and  revenue  will  affi>rd  sufficient  data  on 
which  any  permanent  regulations  in  this  behalf  ought 
to  be  founded. 

The  case  of  the  collector  of  Baltimore  is  the  only  one, 
amongst  those  referred  to  them,  which,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  committee,  is  attended  with  such  obvious 
circumstances  of  hardship,  snd  so  striking  inadequacy 
of  compensation,  as  to  justify  extending  to  him  specific 
and  temporary  relief.  The  present  collector  came  into 
office  near  the  commencement  of  the  year  1808;  aad 


it  appean,  from  the  official  retnma  of  his  tTHsiarm 
and  expenditures,  that  his  net  emolnments  kt  thai 
and  the  two  succeeding  years  have  amoontcd  tsbo: 
$1,180  57,  being  an  average  annual  compensation  for 
those  years  of  but  $393  62 ;  and,  ao  far  aa  caa  k  ••• 
certained  from  a  comparative  view  of  the  oflidil  re- 
tuma,  it  appeals  that  the  expenditurea  of  that  «§« 
have,  during  that  period,  been  kept  within  as  wma 
able  limits  as  oircumstaocea  would  justify. 

Under  this  view  of  the  several  cases  refened  totlwB, 
ihe  committee  recoinmeDd  to  the  House  the  fBOos- 
ing  resolutions  : 

Isti  That  the  prayer  of  the  aevopal  petitions  of  tfat 
coUectora  of  the  porta  of  Philadelphia,  Norfolk,  ui 
Plymoutht  (Masaachuaetta»)  and  of  the  naval  officer  of 
the  port  of  Philadelphia,  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

2d.  That  there  l>e  aUowed  to  ^araes  H.  McCuQoii 
collector  of  the  port  of  Baltimore,  the  aum  of  $1,S08, 
as  a  remuneration  for  services  in  his  said  office,  duiof 
the  years  1808,  1609,  and  1810,  for  which  his  offidal 
emoluments  were  an  inadequate  compensation. 

The  committee  beg  leave  further  to  report :  Tbi; 
in  the  course  o{  the  examinations  which  became  » 
cessary  in  relation  to  the  merits  of  the  particular  caici 
under  conaidetatiott,  their  attention  has  been  dnvi 
to  the  practical  operation  of  thoae  portions  of  dw  nv* 
enue  taws  which  were  designed  to  limit,  vrithin  nasflD* 
able  hounds,  the  net  annual  emolome&ts  of  the  ofBcen 
of  the  cuatoma,  in  aoma  of  the  princtpal^  porta  of  tk 
Union* 

By  the  third  aection  of  the  act  of  Congress,  ymei 
on  the  20th  day  of  April,  1802,  it  is  provided  **tkit, 
whenever  the  annual  emolumenta  of  any  collector  tf 
the  customs,  after  deducting  therefrom  the  expeodi* 
tures  incident  to  his  office,  shall  amount  to  more  tbii 
five  thouaand  dollars,  br  those  of  a  naval  officer,  after 
a  like  deduction,  to  more  than  three  thouaand  fivehofr 
dred  dollars,  or  those  of  a  surveyor,  after  a  like  ded12^ 
tion,  to  more  than  three  thouaand  dollara,  the  snrpl* 
ahall  be  accounted  for,  and  paid  by  them,  reapecd^Ti 
to  tbo  Treasury  of  the  United  Statea." 

The  prindpal  itema  oompoaidg  the  aggicgate  of  "ex- 
penditurea incident  to  theae  office^"  oonaiat  of  dot 
hire,  atationery, office  rant,  and  fuel;  an  accoantof 
which,  thoae  officeia  are  now  required  by  law  to  tcan*- 
mit,  annually,  to  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasniy,  to  be 
by  him  laid  before  Congress.  8o  long  as  the  whole 
net  amount  of  emoluments  received  by  them,  respect- 
ively, does  not  exceed  the  maximum  which  they  tie 
authorized  to  retain  for  their  own  compensation,  tbe 
personal  interest  of  the  ofBcer  is  undoubtedly  t  suffi- 
cient check  against  an  unreasonable  application  of 
their  gross  emoluments  for  clerk  hire  and  other  offidtl 
expenses.  But,  whenever  the  net  amount  comes  to 
exceed  that  maximum,  it  is  evident  that  the  expendi- 
tores  for  thoae  objecla  are  liable  to  misapplication  and 
abuae.  In  the  branch  of  clerk  hire,  particularly,  the  »- 
tabliibment  of  an  officer  may  be  extended  amongst  hii 
friends,  connexions,  and  dependents,  to  a  degree  Itm' 
ited  on^  by  the  amount  of  which  the  whole  net  efflol> 
uments  of  the  office  exceeded  that  to  which  tbc  lav 
has  limited  the  personal  compenaation  of  the  oflker 
The  committee  do  not  pretend  to  aver  that  aayia* 
atancea  of  auch  actual  misapplication  or  aboae  hin 
been  brought  to  their  knowledge;  but  it  ia  deemed 
their  duty  to  atate  those  of  which  the  ayatem,  under 
preaent  regulationa,  ia  ausceptible.  From  the  informi- 
tion  received  from  the  Troasurv  Department,  it  ap- 
pears that  no  legal  or  practical  check  against  sn^ 
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abviM  now  •zkts  in  that  Department.  It  may,  per- 
hapffbe  difficult  to  provide  any  which  shall  be  entirely 
eflectual.  It  hae  occurred  to  the  committee,  that  some 
[imitations  upon  the  amount  of  clerk  hire  might  prop- 
erlj  be  prorided ;  that  it  should  be  made  the  duty  of 
ill  cQstom-house  officers  to  leturn  to  the  Comptroller 
)f  the  Treasury  a  specification  of  the-  number,  names, 
md  respectire  compensation,  of  aD  clerks  employed  by 
]Mm ;  and  gividgr  to  the  aeeounting  officers  of  the 
Freasury  Department  a  power  of  revising  the  aecoants 
if  office  expendkorea,  and  disallowing  such. parts  there^ 
)f  u  should  appear  to  them  uttreaeonable  or  improper. 
That  all  the  emoluments  arising  from  any  agency  em- 
ilojroentt  or  office,  attached  to,  or  dependent  .on,  any 
mndpat  office  in  the  customs,  should  be  included  in 
beir  general  annual  return  of  emolttinents  and  expend- 
tares — the  returns  heretofore  made,  aa  it  is  understood, 
lot  being  uniform  in  this  respect,  some  of  the  officers 
Qcluding  thoee  particular  emoluments  in  their  returns, 
jid  others  omitting  them.  In  illustration  of  the  nature 
ind  extent  of  these  emoluments,  it  is  to  be  observed 
hat  all  the  collectors,  in  the  ports  where  there  are  no 
arrejors,  and  the  surveyors,  in  thoee  ports  where 
bere  are  such  officers,  hold  a  seperate  commission  of' 
mptdor  oftht  revenue  for  the  port,  in  virtue  of  which 
bey  are  entitled  to  certain  fees.  One  collector,  in  eaeh 
ttate,  under  the  act  of  Apiil  6th,  1802,  (for  repealing 
be  internal  taxes)  has  been  authorized  to  prepare  eer- 
lin  certificates  to  accompany  sphits,  wines,  and  teas, 
sported,  for  which  they  receive  certain  feea.  Sundry 
oIleetoTS  are  agents  for  the  marine  hospkal»  and  sup6»- 
itendents  of  fight-housea,  for  wkdoh  they  receive  eer- 
lin  commissions  on  moneys  expended  by  them.  And 
tbether  it  is  within  the  intention  of  the  law  of  t^e 
0th  of  April,  1603,  limiting  the  compensations  of 
bcse  offioersy  that  such  incidental  emoluments  should 
e  included  in  that  limitation,  or  not,  it  is  equal- 
r  proper  that  their  annual  amount  should  be  known, 
od  brought  within  the  revievr  and  controlling  powers 
f  Congress. 

Although  the  amount  received  by  the  eustom-house 
fficers,  for  their  share  of  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeit- 
ret,  does  not  form  a  part  of  their  ordinary  emolu- 
lejits,  to  as  to  subject  this  portion  of  them  to  the  lim- 
ation,  yet  they  ought,  as  it  is  conceived,  to  include 
lem  in  their  returns,  and  for  this  obvious  reason,  via: 
lit  the  same  causes  which  may  have  much  dimin- 
hed  the  regular  emoluments  of  those  officers,  may, 
ad  probably  have,  greatly  increased  the  casual  ones 
iaing  from  this  source.  Another  reason  for  requiring 
ich  returns  is  that  of  uniformity — some  of  the  offi-, 
»rB  now  including,  and  others  omitting  them. 

<^me  regulations  of  this  sort,  designed  to  bring  the 
Ec'al  expenditures  of  the  officers  of  the  customs  more 
ime^Uateiy  under  the  review  of  the  Legislature,  and 
«  reisonable  control  of  the  Treasury  Department, 
ive  su.];gested  themselves  to  the  committee,  and  have 
»ea  incorporated  into  the  bill,  which,  by  order  of  the 
ottse,  ii  herewith  reported. 

CoxMiTTix  Room,  November  19, 1811. 

8ia:  The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom 
u  been,  referred  the  several  memorials  of  the  oollee- 
n  of  Norfolk,  Philadelphia,  and  Baltimore,  praying  for 
:tra  compensation  for  past  services,  and  for  an  increase 
the  oommisifions  attached  to  their  offices,  for  the  fu- 
rs, and  which  are  herewith  encloaod,  have  directed 
e  to  request  of  you  the  following  information,  viz : 
1st.  A  statement  of  Ae  gross  emoluments  and  offi- 


cial expenditures  of  the  cpllector  of  Baltiipore,  fri>m 
the  year  1805,  inclusive,  to  the  present  period. 

to.  -A  similar  statement  in  relation  to  the  collectors  of 
Philadelphia  and  Norfolk  for  the  preceding  quarters  of 
the  year  1811. 

3d*  A  statement  of  the  official  expenditures  of  the 
three  officerw  aforesaid,  from  the  year  1807,  inclusivie, 
to  the  present  period,  noting.. distinotiy,  the  nature  of 
those  expenditures,  the  numlier  of  clerks  employed  by 
each,  with  their  respective  salaries  and  compensations. 

4th*  Whether  the  official  expenditures  of  the  oH- 
lectors  (particularly  that  portion  of  them  occasioned  by 
<clerk  hire)  may  not,  without  inconvenience,  be  dimin- 
ished in  proportion  to  the  corresponding  diminution  ef 
the  currerU  official  business  and  emoluments  of  the  sev- 
eral officers. 

fith.  Whether  the  necessary  actual  duties  of  said  offi- 
cers have  not,  in  a  good  measure,  diminished  in  a  cor- 
responding propoi^ion  to  the  diminution  of  their  net 
emoluments. 

6th.  What  praiBtical  checks  exist  against  the  im* 
proper  expenditure  of  money  for  clerk  hire  and  other 
office  expenditures,  and  what  are  the  general  rules 
adopted  by  the  Treasury  Department  in  relation  thereto.  - 

7th.  Such  information,  tending  to  elucidate  the  sub- 
jects referred  to  the  committee,  as  yeu  may  think  proper 
to  ^oommoflicate. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  BACON. 

Hon.  A.  Gallatik, 

Secretary  of  the  Treaeury, 

TrnxAsuax  DsFAnTMZKT, 

December  3, 1811. 

8iB :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  statements  of 
emolumenta  and  official  expenditures  of  certain  collee- 
tors,  required  by  your  letter  of  19th  ultimo,  so  ^  as 
the  same  are  known  at  the  Treasury. 

I  do  not  know  the  number  and  salaries  of  clerks  em- 
ployed by  the-  collectors.  No  other  retut'os  are  required 
from  them  by  law,  in  that  respect,  than  those  which 
have  been  annually  transmitted  to  Congress.  The 
Treasury  has  no  control  over,  or  checks  against,  the  em- 
ployment of  a  superfluous  number  of  clerks  by  those 
officere — the  only  cheek  provided  by  law  being  the 
amount  of  their  gross  emoluments,  out  of  which  they 
must  pay  their  eleikst  office  rent,  fuel,  stationery,  6n^ 
The  expense  of  clerk  hire  may  certainly  be  diminished 
when  there  is  a  great  diminution  of  business;  but  this 
may  decrease  more  suddenly  than  it  is  practicable  to 
dismiss  men  in  your  employment.  It  is  so  much  tho 
interest  of  the  coUeetors  to  reduce  their  expenses,  when 
their  profits  are  diminished,  that  it  is  probable  that 
they  have  all  done  it  as  far  as  they  could;  but  I  can- 
-not  assert  Uie  feet  of  my  own  knowledge.  I  am  of 
opinion  that,  under  the  restrictive  laws,  the  personal 
and  actual  duties  of  the  collectors  have  been  incrtfased, 
notwithstanding  the  diminution  of  business  in  other 
.feepeets.  That  the  three  eollectora,  whose  petitions 
you  enclosed,  have  not,  during  the  period  of  their  servi- 
ces, received  a  compensation  adequate  to  those  services, 
appears  to  me  evident  How  far  justice  and  policy  may 
require  that  an  additional  allowance  should  b^  made 
to  them  on  that  account,  is  not  a  question  for  me  to 
decide.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  drc. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Hon.  £.  Bacok,  ChairmUn 

Committu  of  Waye  and  Mtane. 
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Tuesday,  December  31. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Comroittee  on  tbe 
Public  Lands,  presented  a  bill  givioi^:  further 
time  to  the  purchasers  of  public  lands  Northwest 
of  the  river  Obib  to  complete  their  payments; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to)i  Com* 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  Mondajr  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kbnt, 

ReBolved^  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before 
this   Hou^e    information   whether  tobacco,  the 

frowth  of  the  United  States,  fs  admitted  into 
[olland,  and.  if  admitted,  whether  the  adminis- 
tration, m  regie,  on  that  article,  as  it  exists  in 
France,  extends  to  Holland  and  the  Hanseatic 
Towns,  and  whether  the  tariff  in  Holland  is  the 
same  as  that  in  France. 

Mr.  Kent  and  Mr.  Ormsby  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  present  the  said  resolaiion  to  the 
President. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  rerision  of  former 
eonfirmations,  and  for  confirmins^  certain  claims 
to  land  in  the  Dtattict  of  Kaskaskia,  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  providing  for  the  more  eon- 
yenienr  taking  of  affidavits  and  hail  in  civil  causes 
depending  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  **  extending  the 
time  of  certain  patents  granted  to  Robert  Fulton ;" 
as  also  a  bill  ^'for  the  establishment  of  a^uarter- 
master's  Department ;  to  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmttti^jg 
the  estimates  of  appropriations  for  the  year  1812; 
which  were  aead,  aiid  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  roiNDEXTER  called  for  the  consideration 
of  the  resolution  which  bad  been  laid  upon  the 
table  some  days  ago,  calling  upon  the  President 
for  information  whether  any  negotiation  be  now 
pending  between  tbe  United  States  and  Spain, 
or  any  other  Power,  respecting  tbe  claim  of  the 
United  States  to  that  part  of  the  country  of  which 
possession  was  taken  by  virtue  of  the  President's 
proclamation  of  October.  1810,  dbc.,  which  was 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  to  wait  up- 
on the  President  therewith. 

ADDITIONAL  MILITARY  FORCE* 
The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  to  raise  an 
addUtonal  nfiilitary  force;  when, 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  moved  that  the  commit- 
tee rise,  and  hare  leave  to  sit  again,  in  order  to 
take  up  the  bill  frotn  the  Senate,  authorizing  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  raise  certain 
companieit  of  rangers  for  the  protection  of  the 
frontiers  of  the  United  States;  as,  from  informa- 
tion  received,  it  was  probable  that  this  force  would 
be  immediately  wanted,  sefious  apprehensions  be- 
ing entertained  of  re.newed  hostilities  from  the 
Indian  tribes  on  our  frontier. 

The  Committee    rose  accordingly,  and   the 


House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  tke 
Whole  on  the  proposed  bill.  Tbe  bill  wis  gone 
through,  reported  without  amendment,  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  considentioQ.  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  of  the  bill  to  raise  u 
additional  military  force;  when, 
-  Mr.  Clay  Tthe  Speaker)  moved  to  ameod  tbe 
bill  by  the  foliowing  proviso : 

^  ProMed,  however.  That  oAoen  for  eigiit  np 
ments  only  shall  be  appoinled,  until  Ihree-ftartbi  c 
the  privates  of  such  eight  legimeBts  shall  be  takud, 
when  the  officers  for  tha  remainiikg  five  regimeoti^iB. 
also,  be  appointed.'* 

Mr.  Clay  observed  that «  difference  ofopioioi 
had  arisen  yesterday,  whether  the  additioDal  mil- 
itary force  proposed  to  be  raised  ought  to  be  fiften 
thousand,  or  twenty-five  thousand  men ;  not  n 
much,  he  believed,  from  a  conviction  that  iw€«?- 
five  thousand  men  would  be  too  many,  boi  free 
a  dislike  to  the  appointment  of  officers  for'i! 
whole  before  they  woufd  be  wanted,  so  as  to  bivt 
an  army  of  officers  without  the  requisite  Dp 
ber  of  men  for  them  to  command.  This  objo* 
tion  would  be  obviated  by  the  adoption  of  ilui 
ataendment,  for  the  officers  for  eight  regimeati 
would  not  he  more  than  would  be  required  tcr 
fifteen  thousand  men,  had  the  friends  of  ^ 
number  carried  their  point*  And,  as  the  whole 
twen«y-4ve  thonaand  nen  eould  not  be  got  ■ 
once,  the  expense  of  tlie  officers,  whose  appoia^ 
ment  was  proposed  to  be  deferred,  wonid  m 
saved  ;  and  the  offieeffs  for  eight  regiments  wodU 
be  fully  sufficient  for  the  reerttiting  service,  n 
hoped,  therefore,  the  amendment  would  be  tdof^ 
ed. — Agreed  to. 

The  Chairman  was  about  to  put  the  qnesn 
on  the  Coram  it  tee'«  rising,  when 

Mr.  Clay  (the  Speaker)  said,  that  when 
subject  of  this  bill  was  before  the  House  ia  i 
abstract  form  of  a  resolution,  proposed  by  M 
Committee  of  Foreign  Relations,  it  was  iheples^ 
sore  of  the  House  to  discuss  it  while  he  was " 
the  Chair.  He  did  not  complain  of  this  coarse 
proceeding;  for  he  did  not  at  any  time  wish  i 
Ilouae,  from  considerations  personal  to  him.  to^ 

eart  from  that  mode  of  tfansacriog  tbe  pabi 
usiness  which  they  thought  best.  He  mem 
adverted  to  the  circumstance,  as  an  apology  foj 
the  trouble  he  was  about  to  give  the  Commituj 
He  was  at  alt  times  disposed  to  take  his  sharf » 
responsibility,  and.  under  this  impressioo,  be  (fjj 
that  he  owed  it  to  his  constituents  and  to  bims^"i 
before  the  Committee  rose,  to  submit  to  their  i^ 
tention  a  few  observations. 

He  saw,  with  regret,  diversity  of  opiaioDamoo^ 
those  who  had  tbe  happinests  generally  toietto^ 
gether,  in  relation  to  the  qnanttrm  of  force  pro^ 
posed  to  be  raised.  For  his  part,  heihougbtij 
was  too  great  for  peace;  and,  he  feared,  ioo$roJ» 
for  war.  He  hau  been  in  fhvor  of  the  DUfflbw 
rteommended  by  the  Senate,  and  he  voald  a^ 
gentlemen  who  had  preferred  fifteen  thoosaoiw 
take  a  candid  and  dispassionate  review  of  ibe 
subject.  It  was  admitted,  on  aM  hands,  that  it  vij 
a  force  to  be  raised  for  the  purposes  of  war,  tod 
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be  kept  up  and  Used  only  io  the  event  of  war. 
WIS  farther  conceded  that  its  priocipal  desth 
itioQ  would  be  the  prorinces  of  oar  enemy.  'Bj 
e  bill,  which  had  been  passed,  to  conaplete  the 
ace  establisfameoti  we  had  authorized  the  col- 
;tioa  of  a  force  of  aboat  six  thousand  men,  ex- 
isive  of  those  now  tn  service,  which,  with  the 
enty-fiYe  thousand  provided  for  by  this  bill, 
llgirean  aggregate  of  new  troops  of  thirty- 
e  thousand  men.  Experience  in  military  af- 
irs  has  shown  that,  when  any  given  number  of 
en  is  authorized  to  be  raised,  you  must  in  connt- 
%  upon  the  efl^tive  men  which  it  will  produce 
duct  one-fourth  br  one-third  for  desertion,  sick- 
ss,  and  other  incidents,  to  which  raw  troops  are 
culiarly  exposed.  In  tueasures  relating  to  war, 
is  wisest,  if  you  err  at  all,  to  err  on  the  side  of 
e  largest  force,  afid  you  Will  consequently  put 
>wo  your  thirty-one  thousand  men  at  not  more 
lan  an  effective  force  in  the  field  of  about  twen- 
-one  thousand.  This,  with  the  four  thousand 
3w  in  service,  will  amount  to  twenty-five  thou- 
ind  effective  men.  The  Secretary  of  War  has 
ated,  in  his  report,  that,  for  the  single  purpose  of 
anntoff  yoor  torts  and  garrisons  on  the  seaboard, 
relfe  thousand  six  hundred  men  are  necessary. 
Ithough  the  who^  of  that  number  will  not  be 
ken  from  the  tWenty-five  thousand,  a  portion  of 
probablv  will  bc.  We  are  totd  that,  in  Canada, 
ere  are  between  seven  and  eight  thousand  reg- 
ar  troops^  If  it  Is  invaded,  the  whole  of  that 
ree  will  be  concentrated  in  Quebec,  and  will 
Ml  attempt  that  almost  impregnable  fortress 
ith  less  thau  double  the  force  of  the  besfeged  ? 
eatlemen  who  calculate  upon  volunteers  as  a 
(bstitute  for  regulars,  ought  not  to  deceive  them- 
Ives.  No  man  appreciated  higher  than  he  did 
le  spirit  of  the  country.  But,  although  volun- 
«rs  were  admirably  adapted  to  the  first  opera- 
OQsof  the  war,  to  the  making  of  a  first  impres- 
00.  he  doubted  their  fitness  for  a  regular  siege, 
r  for  the  manning  and  garrisoning  of  forts.  He 
nderstood  it  Was  a  rule,  in  military  affairs,  never 
» leave  in  the  rear  a  place  of  any  strength.undc- 
ioded.  Canada  is  invaded ;  the  upper  part  falls, 
id  you  proceed  to  ftuebec.  It  is  true,  there 
OQl'd  be  no  European^ enemy  behind  to  be  appre- 
ended ;  but  the  people  of  the  Country  might 
se;  and  he  warned  gentlemen,  who  imagined 
lat  the  affections  of  the  Canadians  were  with 
K  against  trusting  too  confidently  on  a  caleula- 
OD,  the  basis  of  which  was  treason.  He  con- 
laded,  therefore,  that  a  portion  of  the  invading 
rmy  would  be  distributed  in  the  upper  country, 
fter  its  conquest,  among  the  places  susceptible  of 
lilitary  strength  and  defence.  The  army,  con- 
iderably  reduced,  sets  itself  down  before  Quebec, 
(oppose  it  falls?  Here  again  will  be  requisite  a 
Qmber  of  men  to  bold  and  defend  it.  And,  if 
lie  war  is  prosecuted  still  farther,  and  the  lower 
oQQtryand  Halifax  are  assailed^  he  conceived  it 
bvioQs  that  the  whole  force  of  twenty-five  thou- 
ind  men  would  not  be  too  great. 
The  difference  between  those  who  were  for 
fteen  thousand,  and  those  who  were  for  twenty- 
ive  thoQsaDd  men,  appeared  to  him  to  reaolve 


itself  into  the  question  merely  of  a  short  or  pro- 
tracted war,  a  war  of  vigor,  or  a  war  of  languor 
and  imbecility.  If  a  competent  force  be  raised, 
in  the  first  instance,  the  war  on  the  Continent 
wilt  be  speedily  terminated.  He  was  aware  that 
it  might  still  rage  on  the  ocean.  But,  where  the 
nation  could  act  with  unquestionable  success,  he 
was  in  favor  of  the  display  of  an  energy  corre- 
spondent to  the  feelings  and  spirit  of  the  country. 
Suppose  one-third  of  the  force  he  had  mentioned 
(05,000  men)  could  reduce  the  country,  say  in 
three  years', and  that  the  whole  could  accomplish 
the  same  object  in  one  year,  taking  into  view  the 
greater  hazard  of  the  revulsion  and  defeat  of  the 
small  force,  and  every  other  consideration,  do  not 
wisdom  and  true  economy  equally  decide  in  favor 
of  the  larger  force,  and  thus  prevent  failure  iu 
consequence  of  inadequate  means  ?  He  begged 
gentlemen  to  recollect  the  immense  extent  of  the 
United  States;  our  vast  maritime  frontier,  vul« 
nerable  in  almost  all  its  parts  to  predatory  incur- 
sions, and  he  was  persuaded  they  would  see  that 
a  regular  force  of  tvrenty-five  thousand  men  waa 
not  much  too  great,  during  a  period  of  war,  if  all 
design  of  invading  the  provinces  of  the  enemy 
were  abandoned. 

Mr.  C.  proceeded  nett  to  examine  the  nature 
of  the  force  contemplated  by  the  bill.  It  was  a 
regular  army,  enlisted  for  a  limited  time,  raised 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  war,  and  to  be  disbanded 
on  the  return  of  peace.  Against  this  army  all 
our  Republican  jealousies  and  apprehensions  are 
attempted  to  be  excited.  He  was  not  the  advo- 
cate of  standing  armies ;  but  the  Klandiog  armies 
which  excite  most  his  fears  are  those  which  are 
kept  up  in  time  of  peace.  He  confessed  he  did 
not  perceive  any  real  source  of  danger  in  a  mili- 
tary force  of  twenty 'five  thousand^  men  in  the 
United  States,  provided  for  a  state  only  of  war, 
even  supposing  it  to  be  corrupted  and  its  arms 
turned,  by  the  ambition  of  its  leaders,  against  the 
freedom  of  the  country.  He  saw  abundant  se- 
curity against  the  success  of  any  such  treasonable 
attempt.  The  diffusion  of  political  informatioa 
among  the  great  body  of  the  people  constituted 
a  powerful  safeguard.  The  American  character 
has  been  much  abused  by  Europeans,  whose  tour- 
ists, whether  on  horse  or  foot,  in  verse  and  prose, 
have  united  in  depreciating  it.  It  is  true  that  we 
do  not  exhibit  as  many  signal  instances  of  scien- 
tific acquirement  in  this  country  as  are  furnished 
in  the  Old  World  ;  but  he  believed  it  undeniable 
that  the  great  mass  of  the  people  possessed  more 
intelligence  than  any  other  people  on  the  globe. 
Such  a  people^  consisting  of  upward  of  seven 
millions,  affording  a  physical  power  of  about  a 
million  of  men,  capable  of  bearing  arms,  and  ar- 
dently devoted  to  liberty,  could  not  be  subdued 
by  an  army  of  25,000  men.  The  wide  extent  of 
country  over  which  we  are  spread  was  another 
security.  In  other  countries,  France  and  England 
for  example,  the  fall  of  Paris  or  London  is  the  fall 
of  the  nation.  Here  are  no  such  dangerous  ag- 
gregations of  people.  New  York,  and  Philadel- 
phia, and  Boston,  and  every  city  on  the  Atlantic, 
might  be  subdued  by  an  usurper,  and  he  would 
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have  made  bat  a  smaU  advance  io  the  accom- 
plUhment  of  his  purpose.  He  would  add  a  still 
more  improbable  supposition,  that  the  whole 
country  east  of  the  Alleghany  was  to  submit  to 
the  ambition  of  some  daring  chief,  and,  he  insist- 
ed, that  the  liberty  of  the  Union  would  be  still 
unconquered.  It  would  find  successful  support 
from  the  West.  We  are  not  only  in  the  situa- 
tion just  described,  but  a  great  portion  of  the 
militia — nearly  the  whole,  he  understood,  of  that 
of  Massachusetts — have  arms  in  their  hands; 
and  he  trusted  in  God  that  that  great  object 
would  be  persevered  in  until  every  man  in  the 
nation  could  proudly  shoulder  the  musket  which 
was  to  defend  his  country  and  himself.  A  people 
having,  besides  one  General  Gk>vernment,  other 
local  governments  in  full  operation,  capable  of 
commanding  and  exerting  great  portions  of  the 
physical  power,  all  of  which  must  be  prostrated 
before  our  Constitution  is  subverted.  Such  a  peo- 
ple has  nothing  to  fear  from  a  petty,  contemptible 
force  of  25,000  regulars. 

Mr.  C.  proceeded  more  particularly  to  inquire 
into  the  object  of  the  force.  That  object,  he  un- 
derstood^ to  be  war,  and  war  with  Great  Britain. 
It  had  been  supposed,  by  somegentlemen.  impro- 

Ser  to  discuss  publicly  so  delicate  a  question.  He 
id  not  feel  the  impropriety.  It  was  a  subject,  in 
its  nature,  incapable  of  concealment.  Even  in 
countries  where  the  powers  of  Government  were 
conducted  by  a  single  ruler,  it  was  almost  impos-' 
sible  for  that  ruler  to  conceal  his  intentions  when 
be  meditates  war.  The  assembling  of  armies,  the 
strengthening  of  posts,  all  the  movements  prepara- 
tory for  war,  and  which  it  was  impossible  to  dis- 
guise,  unfolded  the  intention  of  the  Sovereign, 
^oes  Russia  or  France  intend  war?  the  intention 
is  almost  invariably  known  before  the  war  is  com* 
menced.  If  Congress  were  to  pass  a  law,  with 
closed  doors,  for  raising  an  army  for  the  purpose 
of  war,  its  enlistment  and  organization,  which 
could  not  be  done  in  secret,  would  indicate  the 
use  to  which  it  was  to  be  applied ;  and  we  cannot 
suppose  England  would  be  so  blind  as  not  to  see 
that  she  was  alm^d  at.  Nor  could  she,  did  he  ap- 
prehend, injure  us  more  by  thus  knowing  our 
purposes  than  if  she  were  kept  in  ignorance  of 
them.  She  may,  indeed,  anticipate  us,  and  com- 
mence the  war.  But  that  is  wha4  she  is,  in  fact, 
doing,  and  sh^  can  add  but  little  to  the  injury 
which  she  is  inflicting.  If  she  choose  to  declare 
war  in  form,  let  her  do  so,  the  responsibility  will 
be  with  her. 

What  are  we  to  gain  by  war,  has  been  emphat- 
ically asked  ?  In  reply,  he  would  ask.  what  are 
we  not  to  lose  by  peace? — commerce^  cnaracter,a 
nation's  best  treasure,  honor  I  If  pecuniary  con- 
siderations alone  are  to  govern,  there  is  sufficient 
motive  for  the  war.  Our  revenue  is  reduced,  by 
the  operation  of  the  belligerent  edicts,  to  about 
six  million  of  dollars,  according  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury's  report.  The  year  preceding  the 
embargo,  it  was  sixteen.'  Take  away  the  Orders 
in  Cuuncil,  it  will  again  mount  uptosixteeji  mil- 
lions. By  continuin^Y  therefore,  m  peace,  if  the 
mongrel  state  in  which  we  are  deserve  that  de- 


nomination, we  lose  anooally,  in  reveaw  ovlf, 
ten  millions  of  dollars.  Geatlemea  will  say,  r^ 
peal  the  law  of  non-importation.  He  costeoded 
that,  if  the  United  States  were  capable  of  vai 
perfidy,  the  revenue  would  not  be  restotcdtoiu 
former  state,  the  Orders  in  Council  coatioaiB;. 
Without  an  export  trade,  which  those  orden  pre- 
vent, inevitable  ruin  would  ensue,  if  we  imponcj 
as  freely  as  we  did  prior  to  the  embargo.  A  &•- 
tion  that  carries  on  an  import  trade  withooi  u 
export  trade  to  support  it,  must,  in  the  ead,  bt« 
certainly  bankrupt,  as  the  individual  would  k 
who  incurred  an  annual  expenditure,  withouiai 
income. 

He  had  no  disposition  to  awell,  or  dwell  opa 
the  catalogue  of  injuries  from  England.  He 
could  not, however,  overlook  the  impressmeoi  of 
our  seamen ;  an  aggression  upon  vdiieh  he  acre 
reflected  without  feelings  of  indignation,  witi 
would  not  allow  him  appropriate  language  toiit- 
scribe  its  enormity.  Not  content  with  Koa^ 
upon  all  our  property,  which  falls  within  her  tt 
pacious  grasp,  the  personal  rights  of  our  cooatr;* 
men — rights  which  forever  ought  to  be  saered,i8 
trampled  upon  and  violated.  The  Orden  ■ 
Council  were  pretended  to  have  been  relucUBdf 
adopted  as  a  measure  of  retaliation.  The  FrtBck 
decrees,  their  alleged  basis,  are  revoked.  Eogiaii 
resorts  to  the  expedient  of  denying  the  facttf 
the  revocation,  and  Sir  William  Scott,  io  theed' 
ebrated  case  of  the  Fox  and  others,  sn&peodsjod^ 
ment  that  proof  may  be  adduced  of  it.  Aoi  i 
the  moment  when  the  British  Ministry  tbroafl 
that  judge,  is  thus  «fieeting  to  controvert  tiik 
fact,  and  to  pla.ce  the  release  of  our  propertjr  b|M 
its  establiahment,  instructions  are  prepared  for  Jb 
Foster  to  meet  at  Washington  the  very  reTo» 
tion  which  they  were  contesting.  And  how  doe 
he  meet  it  ?  By  fulfilling  the  engmgemeDt  sd- 
emnly  made  to  rescind  the  orders?  No,  sir,  bs 
by  demanding  that  we  shall  secure  the  introdB^ 
tion  into  the  Continent  of  British  maoufBeiera 
Eoffland  is  said  to  be  fighting  for  the  world  vd 
shall  we.  it  is  asked,,  attempt  to  weaken  her  eiei 
tions  ?  If,  indeed,  the  aim  of  the  French  Eo 
ror  be  universal  doioinion  (and  he  was  wiUiog 
allow  it  to  the  argument,)  what  a  noble  cause 

firesented  to  British  valor.  But,  how  is  her 
anthropic  purpose  to  be  achieved  1  By  sera 
lous  observance  of  the  rights  of  others ;  by  res| 
ing  that  code  of  public  law,  which  she  prof< 
to  vindicate,  and  by  abstaining  from  self-aggno 
dizement.  Then  would  she  command  theifift 
pathies  of  the.  world.  What  are  we  required 
do  by  those  who  would  engage  our  feelio^s  i 
wishes  in  her  behalf?  To  h«ir  the  actoai  ca 
of  her  arrogance,  that  we  may  escape  a  chimeric 
cal  French  subjugation  1  We  are  Jnvited,  coei 
jured  to  drink  the  potion  of  British  poisoa  acti* 
ally  presented  to  our  lips,  that  we  may  aroid  tke 
imperial  dose  prepared  by  perturbed  imagioaiioii' 
Wo  are  called  upon  to  submit  to  debasement  dit^ 
honor,  and  disgrace-<-to  bow  the  neck  to  ro/il; 
insolence,  as  a  course  of  preparation  for  mislf 
resistance  to  GsUic  invasion !  What  nation,  whii 
individual  was  ever  taught,  in  the  schools  of  ifo'* 
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linioos  submissiOD,  the  patriotic  lessons  of  free* 
oio  and  iodependence  ?  Let  those  who/cooteDd 
>r  this  humiliating  doctrine,  read  its  refutation 
» (he  history  of  the  very  man  against  whose  in- 
tiabie  thirst  of  dominion  we  are  warned.  The 
[perience  of  desolated  Spain,  for  the  last  fifteen 
»rs«  is  worth  volomes.  Did  she  find  her  repose 
id  safety  in  subserviency  to  the  will  of  that 
an  ?  Had  she  boldly  stood  forth  and  repelled 
e  first  attemnt  to  dictate  to  her  Councils,  her 
iooarch  would  not  now  be  a  miserable  captive 
.  Marseilles,  Let  us  come  home  ta  our  own 
story.  It  was  not  by  sohmisston  that  our  fa- 
icrs  achieved  our  independence.  The  patriotic 
isdom  that  placed  you,  Mr.  Chairman^  said  Mr. 
.,  under  thai  canopy,  penetrated  the  designs  of 
corropt  Ministry,  and  nobly  fronted  eneroach- 
lent  on  its  first  appearance.  It  saw  beyond  the* 
Btty  taxes,  with  which  it  commenced,  a  long 
ain  of  oppressive  measures  terminating  in  the 
>ul  annihilation  of  liberty ;  and,  eontemptible 
s  they  were,  did  not  hesitate  to  resibt  them. 
*ake  the  experience  of  the  last  four  or  five  years, 
ad  which,  he  was  sorry  to  say,  exhibited  in  ap- 
earaoce,  at  least,  a  different  kind  of  spirit.  He 
id  not  wish  to  view  the  past  further  than  to  guide 
fi  for  the  future.  We  were  but  yesterday  con- 
inding  for  the  indirect  trade — the  rieht  to  export 
» Europe  the  coffee  and  sugar  of  the  West  In- 
ift.  To-day  we  are  asserting  our  claim  to  the 
Irect  trade — the  riffht  to  export  our  cotton,  to- 
icco,  and  other  domestic  produce  to  market, 
jeld  this  point,  and  to-morrow  intercourse  be- 
reen  New  Orleans  and  New  York — between  the 
tsDters  on  James  river  and  Richmond,  will  be 
iterdicted.  For,  sir,  the  career  of  encroachment 
I  never  arrested  by  submission.  It  will  advance 
^hile  there  remains  a  single  privilege  on  which 
can  operate.  Qentlemen  say  that. this  Qovern- 
tent  is  unfit  for  any  war,  but  a  war  of  invasion, 
i^hat,  is  it  not  equivalent  to  invasion,  if  the 
loaths  of  our  harbors  and  outlets  are  blocked 
p,  and  we  are  denied  egress  from  our  own  wa- 
!rs?  Or,  when  the  burglar  is  at  our  door,  shall 
«  bravely  sally  forth  and  repel  his  felonious 
itrance,  or  meanly  skulk  within  the  cells  of  the 
Lsile  ? 

He  contended  that  the  real  cause  of  British 
Sgression^  was  not  to  distress  an  enemy  but  to 
estroy  a  rival.  A  comparative  view  of  our  com* 
kerce  with  England  and  the  continent,  would 
itisfy  any  one  of  the  truth  of  this  remark.  Prior 
)  the  emM%o,  the  balance  of  trade  between  this 
>antry  and  England,  was  between  eleven  and 
fteen  miliions  of  dollars  in  favor  of  England, 
nr  consumption  of  her  manufactures  was  annu' 
lly  increasing,  and  had  risen  to  nearly  $50,000,000. 
^t  exported  to  her  what  she  roost  wanted,  provi- 
ions  and  raw  materials  for  her  manufactures,  and 
fceived  in  return  what  she  Was  most  desirous  to 
^1.  Our  exports  to  France.  Holland,  Spain,  and 
aly,  taking  an  average  of  the  years  1802,  3,  and 
I  amounted  to  about  $12,000,000  of  domestic,  and 
iwut  $18,000,000  of  foreign  produce.  Our  im- 
orts  from  the  same  countries  amounted  to  about 
35,000,000.    The  foreign  produce  exported  con- 


sisted chiefly  of  luxuries  from  the  West  Indies. 
It  is  apparent  that  this  trade,  the  balance  of 
which  was  in  fa^or,  not  of  France,  but  of  the 
United  States,  was  not  of  very  vital  consequence 
to  the  enemy  of  England.  Would  she,  therefore, 
fur  the  sole  purpose  of  depriving  her  adversary 
of  this  commerce,  relinquish  her  valuable  trade 
with  this  country,  exhibiting  the  essential  balance 
in  her  favor — na]f ,  more ;  hazard  the  peace  of  iha 
country?  No, sir,  yon  must  look  for  an  expla- 
nation of  her  conduct  in  the  jealousies  of  a  rival. 
She  ^ckens  at  your  prosperity,  and  beholds  ia 
your  growth — your  sails  spread  on  ever^  ocean, 
and  yoiu  nomerous  seamen — the  foundations  of  a 
Power  which,  at  no  very  distant  day^  h  to  make 
her  tremble  for  naval  superiority.  He  hsd  omit- 
ted before  to  notice  the  loss  of  our  seamen,  if  we 
continued  in  our  present  situation.  What  would 
become  of  the  one  hundred  thousand,  (for  he  un- 
derstood there  was  about  that  number)  in  the 
American  service  t  Would  ihey  not  leave  us 
and  seek  emplojoient  abroad,  perhaps  in  the  very 
country  that  injures  us? 

It  is  said,  that  the  effect  of  the  war  at  home  will 
be  a  change  Of  those  who  administer  the  Govern- 
ment, who  will  be  replaced  by  others  that  will 
make  a  disgraceful  peace.  He  did  not  believe  it. 
Not  a  man  in  the  nation  could  really  doubt  the 
sincerity  with  which  those  in  power  have  sought, 
by  all  honorable,  pacific  means,  to  protect  the  in- 
terests of  the  country.  When  the  people  saw 
exercised  towards  both  belligerents,  the  utmost 
impartiality;  witnessed  the  same  equal  terms 
teudered  to  both ;  and  beheld  the  Government 
successively  embracing  an  accommodation  with 
each  in  exactly  the  same  spirit  of  amity,  he  was 
fully  persuaded,  now  that  war  was  the  only  al- 
ternative leA  to  us  by  the  injustice  of  one  of  the 
Powers,  that  the  support  aud  confidence  of  the 
people  would  remain  undiminished.  He  was 
one,  however,  who  was  prepared  (and  he  would 
not  believe  that  he  was  more  so  than  every  other 
member  of  the  Committee)  to  march  on  in  the 
road  of  his  duty,  at  ail  hazards.  What  I  shall  it 
be  said  that  our  amor  patruB  is  located  at  these 
desks — that  we  pusillanimously  cling  to  our  seats 
here,  rather  than  boldly  vindicate  the  most  ines- 
timable rights  of  the  country  ?  Whilst  the  heroic 
Daviess  and  his  gallant  associates,  exposed  to  all 
the  perils  of  treacherous  savage  warfare,  are  sa- 
crificing themselves  for  the  good  of  their  country, 
shall  we  shrink  from  our  duty  ? 

Mr.  C.  concluded,  by  hoping  that  his  remarks 
had  tended  to  prove  that  the  quantum  of  the  force 
was  not  too  great — that  in  its  nature  it  was  free 
from  the  objections  urged  against  it,  and  that  the 
object  of  its  application  was  one  imperiously 
called  for  by  the  crisis. 

Mr.  WiDOBHT  said,  there  was  no  disagreement 
of  opinion  in  the  House  about  asserting  the  rights 
of  the  .country ;  gentlemen  disagreed  only  as  to  the 
mode  of  doing  it.  He  was  sorry  thai  the  gentle- 
man who  had  just  made  so  handsome  an  address 
on  the  subject  before  the  Committee,  had  not  cast 
a  single  glance  at  th^  volunteer  corp<«,  which 
was  yeaterdtf y  under  eonsideration.    The  militia 


60S 


HISTORY  OF  CONORESR 


m 


H.  OF  R. 


AddUionai  AfitUary  Force, 


DEGOLMSM^ySil. 


of  this  country,  he  said,  bad  heretofore  been  con- 
sidered as  the  great  bulwark  of  our  defence;  and 
it  was  still  so  considered  in  the  Eastern  States^ 
The  miliiiaof  that  part  of  the  Union  were  al- 
ways ready  to  perform  any  service  to  which  they 
might  be  called.  They  are  an  army  of  them- 
selves. They  are  not,  like  the  militia  in  some 
other  parts  of  the  country,  called  out  to  exercise 
with  cornstalks.  Every  man  has  his  musket  in 
good  order,  and  the  service  of  a  militiaman  is 
tttore  considered  an  honorable  service.  For  him- 
self, he  was  in  favor  of  raising  volunteer  corps, 
in  preference  to  regulars,  and  he  knew  not  why 
that  bill  had  been  laid  aside  to  take  up  this.  He 
knew  they  would  be  much  more  easily  raised. 
Oo  being  properly  addressed,  by  a  beloved  officer, 
be  had  no  doubt  that  one  half  or  tbree-fourths  of 
many  regiments  would  offer  their  services  as 
volunteers ;  but,  if  that  officer  went  amooff  the 
same  men  in  the  character  of  an  officer  of  the 
new  army,  he  would  not  be  able  to  get  ten  men. 
He  was  opposed,  at  all  events,  to  the  passing  of  a 
bill  for  raising  a  large  army ;  for  he  believed  as 
many  m^o  would  be  got  by  an  act  for  raising  six 
or  ten  thousand  men,  as  by  one  for  raising  twen- 
ty-five thousand. 

The  honorable  Speaker  had  said,  that  if  the 
towns  of  Philadelphia,  New  York  and  Boston, 
were  to  be  captured  by  the  enemy,  that  liberty 
would  still  remain.  But  where  7  On  the  rear, 
he  supposed.  €rod  deliver  him  from  such  liberty. 
There  was  no  necessity,  said  Mjc,  W.,  for  all  this 
trouble  about  raising  a  regular  army  for  taking 
Canada.  The  militia  of  the  New  Englaoci  States 
only  wanted  authority  to  do  the  business«r-giye 
the  word  of  command,  said  he,  and  the  thing  will 
be  done.  If  the  bill  before  the  House  was  passed, 
there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  getting  the  offi- 
cers; but  the  ship's  crew  would  not  m  so  easily 
come  at.  He  was  against  relying  upon  regulars 
for  protection  ^  if  this  was  to  be  the  reliance,  he 
should  want  bis  property  insured.  We  may,  said 
he,  get  ourselves  into  a  war  fever  here,  and  pass 
a  law  for  raising  a  large  regular  army,  but  he 
would  sooner  depend  upon  volunteers — the  mili- 
tia of  the  country.  Mr.  W.  read  statamenta  to 
show  the  support  which  the  New  England  States  < 
afforded  in  the  Revolution,  and  concluded  with 
observing,  that  the  strength  of  the  country  lay  in 
the  New  England  States.  When  difficulties 
come,  said  Mr.  W.,  the  militia  will  be  called 
upon;  and  it  might  be  well  to  let  them  know 
now,  that  they  are  not  forgotten.    But,  for  his 

Eirt,  though  gentlemen  talked  much  about  war, 
e  did  not  expect  the  country  would  get  to  war. 
We  shall  find  eentlemen  votiogfor  this  bill,  who 
will  not  vote  for  going  to  war*  We  are  not  at 
present  in  a  state  of  war,  and  there  is  a  bare  pos- 
sibility we  may  still  escape  it.  He  was,  however, 
willing  to  raise  fifteen  thousand  regulars,  and 
rely  upon  volunteers  and  militia  for  the  rest ;  and 
in  addition  to  their  pay,  -he  was  willing  to  give 
our  citizens,  who  should  thus  engage  to  fight  our 
battles,  a  liberal  bounty  in  land.  We  had  plenty 
of  it,  and  it  could  not  be  better  disposed  of. 
Mr.  BoTD,— Mr.  Chairmani  I  undetsoiad  that 


there  is  a  motion  made  for  the  Committee  tome 
and  report  the  bill  to  the  House.  If  it  be  io  ordei, 
I  have  some  observations  to  make  to  the  Coo- 
mi  ttee  before  that  is  done.  I  do  not  perceive  that 
there  is  any  necessity  for  such  haste;  it  iste  old 
proverb,  that  in  the  multitade  of  council  there  is 
safety.  The  gentleman  who  has  just  sat  dowi 
(Mr<  Clay)  has  asked  a  number  of  questions,  isi 
called  on  gentlemen  to  answer  them.  Amo^ 
other  things,  if  1  have  rightly  understood  him,  he 
asks  what  we  have  to  lose  by  war,  and  what  wt 
have  to  gain  by  peace?  These  questions  1  mii 
try  to  answer ;  but,  before  I  do  so,  I  will  say  uot 
he  has  given  us  a  flow  of  eloquence  and  taiaa- 
tion  seldom  equalled,  and  stated  facta  aad  uaib 
not  to  be  denied  or  gainsaid.  I  andcrsuod  hia 
to  say,. that  the  number  of  men  proposed  by  (he 
Sill  was  too  few  for  war.  and  too  many  for  petec; 
but,  withal,  ahowiag  the  absolute  propriety  of 
war.  Mr.  Chairman,  the  war  spirit  is  high ;  p 
haps  it  will  not  be  amiaa  Co  infuse  a  litiie  eaoti^ 
into  it.  It  is  contended  that  we  must  have  wir. 
But  will  it  not  be  advisable  for  us  to  see  where 
we  can  operate  so  as  to  secure  the  end  proposed  1 
Short  of  this,  you  do  nothing.  You  spend  ro« 
blood  and  treasure  %6  no  purpose.  I  will  uk, 
where  will  you  operate  on  that  Power  so  as  t& 
effect  your  purpose — a  repeal  of  her  Orderi  & 
Council  ?  Not  on  the  high  seas  1  If  there,  wiii 
what  force?  Your  six  or  ten  frigates,  and  soiaf 
gunboats  ?  No,  sir ;  it  is  confessed  on  all  siiia 
that  there  she  is  superior.  Well,  but  we  vi£ 
make  her  feel ;  we  will  march  to  Canada ;  redQCC 
the  Canadas  and  Halifax,  and  drive  her  from  \k 
Continent.  Is  it  not  proper  to  Inquire,  wheojoi 
are  raising  an  army  lor  such  purposes,  to  koof 
what  number  would  be  sufficient  1  Some  geotlc* 
men  have  told  me  three  thousand ;  some  stri^r 
some  fifteen ;  some  twenty-five ;  some  fifty  ihoa- 
sand.  Be  it  so ;  you  have  the  men  to  raise,  clothe. 
and  march.  I  will  ask,  can  it  be  done  io  secret 
or  in  six  months?  Surely  not.  What  will joor 
enemy  be  doing  all  that  time  ?  Will  she  look  n 
quietly,  and  make  no  resistance  ?  Is  victory  sere; 
and,  if  it  was,  would  that  procure  the  end  fof 
which  you  contend  ?  Not  at  all.  You  acknov' 
ledge  that  the  wrongs  are  committed  on  the 
high  seas;  aad  will  you  brioff  her  to  terms  byab 
attack  of  her  provinces  by  land  ?  But  yoo  iR 
to  show  the  spirit  of  the  nation  by  retaliatioo* 
Would  to  Qod  it  was  in  our  power;  there  is  ao 
mao  feels  more  indignant  at  her  multiplied  wroBfi 
on  our  lawful  commerce  thAh  I  do;M|  1>°^  ^ 
question  returns,  where  shall  we  find  our  remedfl 
1  answer,  not  in  the  conquest  of  the  Canadss.  I 
will  suppose  your  army  marched ;  Upper  dsti^ 
taken  ;  you  arrive  at  the  walls  of  Quebec,  ud 
you  should  be  defeated — ^and  that  is  at  least  pos- 
sible— how,  then,  are  you  situated?  Bego^*' 
troops  in  your  rear,,  Canadians  in  your  froBt^  In- 
dians on  your  wings,  where  or  how  will  yoo  ptf* 
form  a  retreat  ?  You  could  not  go  forward,  id^ 
you  cannot  get  back;  and,  if  yon  could,  masto^ 
your  enemies  cross  the  line  into  our  territorf  | 
Will  they  respect  the  line  from  jour  exampl'l 
How,  thea,.ataiids  thesitaation  or  our  Sutou 
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^ew  Hampshire,  YermoDt,  New  York,  aod  the 
vbole  raoge  of  oar  Northwest  frontier  irom  Clue- 
>ec  XQ  the  Mississippi  ?  Sir,  it  is  painful  in  the 
itreme  for  me  to  say  these  things,  and  I  do  it 
nth  reluctance ;  but,  in  my  conscience,  I  con- 
eire  it  to  be  an  imperious  duty  to  warn  my 
ouQtrymen  to  look  at  conf^^quences.  But,  it  is 
oDtended  that  there  ^^  no  medium  between  war 
r  ignominious  submission.  I  think  far  other- 
rise.  I  am  no  submission  man.  I  was  not  so  in 
le  Revolutionary  war,  and  I  think  1  am  not  so 
ow.  I  opposed  the  British  then  with  the  great- 
it  energy  that  1  was  roaster  of,  and  I  would  do 
)  at  this  time;  but  here  the  question  returns, 
'bat  is  proper?  Not  the  measures  that  we  are 
)out  to  adopt.  If  my  enemy  cuts  my  finger,  am 
in  order  to  show  my  spirit,  to  plunge  a  dagger 
ito  his  bosom  ?  No,  sir;  I  am  no  such  duellist, 
dhere  to  the  measures  that  are  proposed,  and 
ou  do  so  to  our  country ;  and  I  cannot  have  the 
lost  distant  expectation  that  they  will  procure 
le  thing  contended  for  ;  nor  can  1  believe  that  it 
ID  enter  into  the  head  of  any  member  of  this 
ommiitee  that  it  will.  No,  sir ;  there  must  be 
>methiDg  hollow  somewhere ;  where,  I  cannot 
II ;  you  are  to  have  an  army  of  officers,  not  men, 
it  was  in  the  Revolutionary  war;  for  some  of 
le  States,  at  particular  times,  had  hardly  men 
lough  to  make  waiters  for  the  officers,  to  ride 
*hiQd  them  about  the  country ;  though  I  do  not 
itnpare  those  times  with  the  present,  or  what  we 
e  nuw  about.  Sir^  it  is  an  easy  thing  to  show 
ir  valor  and  spirit  in  this  gilded  Hall ;  but,  take 
y  word  for  it,  that  five  years  expensive  war  will 
lol  that  spirit.  At  one  time  we  rake  the  Cana- 
ls, with  a  few  men,  in  a  single  campaign ;  and, 
another,  we  hear  of  five  years  protracted  war 
ive  years  protracted  war !  Spending  twenty  o 
irty  millions  per  annum,  for  what  ?  The  lioer- 
of  exporting,  without  interruption,  our  surplus 
odnce.  which  is  our  natural  right.  Granted. 
(Jt  will  not  war  prevent  that  export  and  operate 
an  embargo  ?  Where  or  how  will  you  export 
iring  the  continuance  of  the  war?  We  now 
port  to  the  amount  of  many  millions,  and  im- 
*rt  so  as  to  have  ten  or  twelve  millions  revenue* 
^here  or  what  will  be  your  revenue  in  the  time 
your  war  embargo  for  five  years?  Your  peo- 
e,  in  that  situation,  cannot  pay  a  direct  tax  to 
ed  and  clothe  your  army.  They  will  begin  to 
quire  what  all  this  is  for?  Contracting  one 
iodred  millions  of  debt.  If  our  spirits  are  high, 
e  people's  will  be  cooled  down.  Sir,  I  am 
raid  that  we  are  about  to  sap  the  foundations 
our  happy  Qovernment. 
Sir.  I  will  state  another  case.  Suppose  your 
ly  thousand  men  in  Canada,  and  the  Briti.<«h 
oid  fire  or  six  ships  of  the  line,  with  five  or  six 
oo^and  troops  on  board,  and  land  them  in  the 
oridas,  Amelia  Island,  or  some  parts  of  Georgia, 
w  would  you  repel  them?  Draw  back  your 
>ops  and  march  them  to  the  South?  Before 
u  could  do  that  one  of  the  States  might  be 
errun  and  plundered.  Let  us  turn  our  eyes  to 
irope,  and  see  what  is  transacting  there,  by  way 
contrast.   The  French  Emperor,  with  seventy 


millions  of  people,  rich  in  resources.^  with  a  con- 
siderable naval  force,  and  absolute  dictatpr,  has 
he,  with  all  his  force,  been  able  to  cause  England 
to  repeal  her  paper  blockade  or  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil ?  On  the  other  hand,  has  Great  Britain,  with 
the  aid  of  the  Northern  Powers,  been  able  to  sub- 
due France?  Has  she,  by  her  superior  naval 
strength,  been  able  to  makeFrance  repeal  her  de- 
crees? No.  And  will  you,  whilst  she  possesses 
twelve  millions  of  population,  with  a  naval  force 
that  govern^  the  seas,  reduce  her  to  our  terms  hj 
such  force  as  we  possess?  No^  sir;  the  thing  is 
preposterous.  Her  interest  it  is  that  must  make 
her  do  us  justice;  and  I  trust  that  it  will,  if  we 
act  wisely.  Submission^  submission,  is  the  word 
that  is  to  work  us  up  to  a  frenzy.  How  have 
we  submitted?  Have  we  not  contended  for  our 
right,  by  negotiation,  these  five  years  past  ?  What 
right  have  we  relinquished?  None.  Has  she 
said  that  we  demanded  an  unjust  thing?  No; 
her  answer  is,  that  in  her  desperate  conflict  she 
cannot.  The  embargo  and  non-imercourse  are 
now  called  submission.  Did  they  not  bring  Great 
Britain  to  form  an  arrangement^  acknowTed|iog 
our  right,  through  the  medium  of  Mr.  Erskine; 
and  do  we  not  know  that  he  had  power  so  to  do? 
They  have  impressed  our  seamen,  and  they  must 
be  relieved.  Well,  and  how  is  this  to  be  done? 
By  taking  Canada  and  by  our  privateers.  If 
there  is  war,  there  will  be  fighting;  and,  whilst 
they  are  strongest  at  sea,  the  presumption  is,  that 
they  will  take  niore  than  we  shall.  Sir,  let  me 
states  that  for  ten  years  past,  deduct  all  your 
losses,  and  then  we  have  reserved  more  for  our 
produce  than  we  should  have  done  had  Europe 
been  in  peace,  and  we  had  enjoyed  all  our  rights. 
Another  idea  strikes  me.  If  our  enemy  is  in  the 
North,  the  merchant  at  Georgetown  or  Alexan- 
dria has  a  thousand  barrels  of  beef,  or  pork,  or 
flour-^so  soon  as  there  is  war,  the  price  of  pro- 
visions will  be  doubled  in  Europe.  He  clears  out 
for  New  York;  so  soon  as  he  is  out,  lie  is  blown 
ofiT;  your  enemy  fed;  the  price  of  rations  doubled 
on  us;  you  will  hare  to  pay  as  high  for  every 
ration  as  it  will  command  abroad.  The  honora* 
ble  Speaker  ha^  gone  far,  indeed,  in  his  zeal  for 
rigbtsw  He  has  said,  let  the  enemy  seize  and  lay 
New  York;  Philadelphia,  and  Boston  in  ashes; 
nay,  let  them  overrun  the  whole  country  east  of 
the  Alleghany,  and  liberty  would  retire  to  the 
West,  and  live  and  flourish  there.  It  may  be  so, 
but  it  is  too  high  a  price  for  me ;  I  have  no  incli- 
nation of  going  there;  and  it  would  be  poor  con- 
solation to  me,  after  everything  that  was  near 
and  dear  to  me  and  my  people  were  destroyed. 
Sir,  we  have  a  Chief  Magistrate,  and  I  have  full 
confidence  in  him.  He  is  chosen  by  a  population 
of  seven  millions  of  people  ^  he  has  asked  or  re- 
commended ten  thousand  men  to  be  raised ;  that 
number  I  will  vote  for^and  not  higher,  at  this 
time.  These  short  observations  I  have  conceived 
it  to  be  my  duty  to  make. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill,  with 
amendments ;  but  the  usual  hour  of  adjournment 
having  arrived,  the  House  declined  taking  up  the 
report. 
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Wednesdat,  January  1,  1612. 

Mr.  Jennings  presented  a  petition  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  Indiana  Territory,  praying  that 
the  inhabitants  of  that  Territory  may  be  author- 
ized and  enipowered  to  elect  the  sheriffs  of  their 
respective  counties. — Referred  to  the  Comoiittee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Jennings,  also,  presented  another  petition 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  pray- 
ing that  the  said  Territory  may  be  erected  into  a 
separate  and  independent  State,  and  that  such 
State  may  be  admitted  into  the  Union  on  an 
equal  footmg  with  the  original  Stales. — Referred 
to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  Jennings,  Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.  Rbea,  Mr. 
Roane,  Mr.  Reed,  Mr.  Lacock,  and  Mr.  Daven-' 
port,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Lewis,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Washington 
county,  west  of  Rock  Creek,  presented  a  bill  con- 
cerning the  Levy  Court  of  Washington  county, 
io  the  District  of  Columbia  ^  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Macon  presented  resolutions  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  the  Slate  of  North  Carolina, 
approbatory  of  the  sentiments  contained  in  the 
President's  Message  to  Cpogre^s  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  session,  and  declaring 
that  the  evils  which  the  nation  has  endured  have 
arisen  wholly  from  the  unprincipled  conduct  of 
the  European  belligerents,  and  that  they  will 
support  tlie  General  Government  in  such  meas- 
ures as  may  be  adopted  to  promote  the  interest 
and  secure  the  union,  liberty,  and  independence 
of  the  United  Slates;  which  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  Jie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  annual 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  of  the  ap- 
plication of  the  moneys  drawn  from  the  Treasury 
for  the  use  of  the  Navy  Department  for  the  last 
year.— Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

'  Mr.  MiTCBiLL  wished  to  make  a  motion  rela- 
live  to  the  settlement  of  estates  of  certain  per- 
sons, under  the  act,  now  expired,  for  establishing 
a  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy.  Owing  to  the 
repeal  of  that  law,  though  a  provision  was  made 
in  the  repealing  act  for  cases  not  then  fully  com* 

Eleted  under  the  bankrupt  act,  certain  difficulties 
ad  arisen,  which  he  believed  it  would  require  a 
supplementary  act  to  adjust.  Mr.  M.  stated  that 
there  were  some  cases  within  his  knowledge,  in 
which  some  very  important  estates  could  not  be 
settled  without  some  further  provision  being 
made  by  law.  He,  therefore,  moved  the  follow- 
ing; resolution,  which  was  adopted,  and  a  com- 
mittee of  three  members  appointed  to  make  the 
inquiry: 

**  Ruolved,  That  a  committee  be  tppointed  to  in- 
quire whether  any,  and  what,  provision  ought  to  be 
made  by  law  for  the  relief  of  creditors  under  the  act 
for  establishing  an  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy 
throughout  the  United  Sutes  and  that  they  be  aathor- 
iKd  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwiM."  I 


Mr.  S  Ml  LIE  observed  that  it  had  been  casioa- 
ary  heretofore  for  the  two  Houses  to  pay  their 
respects  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  on 
the  first  day  of  the  new  year;  and  the  boor  for 
doing  this  having  arrivcNi,  he  moved  that  the 
House  adjourn. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  oo  this  mo- 
tion ;  they  were  taken,  and  the  question  was  lo<i. 
66  to  50. 

ADDITIONAL  MILITARY  FORCE. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  called  for^  the  House 
took  up  the  amendments  of  the  Committee  of  (k 
Whole  to  the  bill  from  the  Senate  for  raisiDgu 
additional  military  force. 

Having  come  to  the  amendment  which  pro- 
posed  that  the  officers  for  eight  regiments  oiiir 
should  be  appointed,  uatil  three-fourths  of  \lt 
men  were  enlisted, 

Mr.  Bur  WELL  moved  to  amend  the  amendmeti 
by  striking  out  the  words  ^' eight  regiments.'' aad 
inserting  **  six." 

Mr.  Wbiobt  hoped  ibis  amendment  would  ds: 
prevail.  He.  considered  this  as  a  war  measore 
and  if  we  were  to  economize  in  this  way  at  liif 
commencement  of  the  business,  he  should  o(^ 
calculate  upon  our  acting  with  effecL  Oar  cuqd- 
try  was  too  imnortant,  and  our  rights  too  saeitd 
to  be  frittering  down  measures  for  their  defeat  m 
the  manner  proposed.  In  proportioq,  said  be. » 
the  commissioned  officers  are  appointed  will  the 
recruiting  progress.  These  officers  will  iQ!^plre' 
the  people,  in  the  several  parts  of  the  coaoiry 
from  which  they  may  be  taken,  with  a  militarr 
spirit,  which  will  induce  them  to  enlist  into  die 
service.  He  liked  the  bill  better  before  it  hd 
received  its  present  limitation  as  to  the  appom:* 
ment  of  the  officers;  but,  as  the  Committee  bti 
agreed  thus  to  amend  the  bill,  he  did  not  wi&h  lo 
stir  the  subject  again.  He  hoped,  however,  the 
redaction  would  not  be  carried  any  further. 

Mr.  Bdrwbll  observed  that  the  gentleman  fraa 
Maryland  had  called  upon  the  House  not  tocaa- 
sent,  from  motives  of  economy,  to  fritter  aw&r 
our  measures  of  defence.  If,  said  Mr.  6.,  the 
House  should  determine  to  appoint  all  the  offi- 
cers, as  at  firit  proposed,  I  shall  be  ready  to  g^ 
with  that  gentleman,  and  others,  as  far  as  pracu- 
cable.  But,  he  thought,  there  was  a  great  differ- 
ence between  expending  the  public  money  use- 
lessly, and  in  such  way  as  to  obtain  the  object  i3 
view  at  the  least  expense.  But,  the  geniletDin 
says  that,  if  all  the  officers  are  appointed  atooce, 
the  ranks  will  be  much  sooner  nlled  than  io  ibe 
way  proposed  by  this  amendment.  How,  aid 
Mr.  B.,  can  this  be  shown?  It  is  well  koova 
that  these  officer^i  will  do  nothing  towards  rai^iog 
the  men,  and  the  President  can  at  any  time  ap- 
point them  when  they  may  be  wanted.  He  bad 
not  made  this  motion  to  diminish  the  effect  of 
the  bill,  (for  he  believed  the  men  would  be  ob- 
tained as  soon  without  these  officers  as  with  tfaeo.) 
but  in  order  to  make  the  bill  more  palatable  ii> 
many  gentlemen  who  at  present  object  toitoa 
the  score  of  expense.  If  the  twenty-fire  ihoo- 
sand  men  could  1>e  raiaed  by  enacting  the  iav, 
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:here  would  be  propriety^  in  apppiatidg  the  offi- 
cers at  once ;  but  noi  naau  can  believe  that  four  or 
ife  tbousaad  men  will  be  enlisted  in  four  be  five 
noDths;  and,  as  the  President  will  have  the  pow- 
\t  to  appoint  the  officers  whenever  they  shall  be 
vaoted,  no  iDComrenieoce  can  arise  front  defer- 
log  tbeappoiqimeots  till  that  time*  And  it  is, 
mdes.  probable  that  the  President,  will  have  it  in 
lis  power  to  make  better  appointments  then  than 
low.  from  having  more  time  in  which  lo  make 
he  proper  selection  of  characters  for  the  purpose. 
t  ought  to  be  recollected  that  one-third  of  the 
ipeDse  of  the  support  of  this  army,  goes  to  the 
ay  men  t  of  its  officers,  and  if  they  were  to  be 
ppoinied  immediately,  this  expense  would  be 
Qcarred  without  producing  any  benefit  to  the 
oaDtry. 

Oq  the  subject  of  eeooomy,  Mr.  B.  said,  while 
re  took  measures  for  raising  a  force  adequate  to 
he  purposes  we  had  in  riew,  care  ought  to  be 
ikea  that  no  money  is  unnecessarily  expended. 
Che  raising  r>f  funds  would  put  the  country  to 
ome  difficalty,v  but  he  had  np  doubt  the  expense 
roaid  be  cheerfully  met  by  the  people,  when  they 
ee  that  no  unnecessary  expease  is  incurred. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Wriqbt,  the 
meodment  was  carried,  there  being  fifty-seven 
lembers  iu  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  Nelson  said  he  did  not  wish  to  throw  aoy 
mbarrassment  in  the  way  of  raising  the  army 
roposed)  but  he  believed  that  k  would  be  un- 
lecessary  at  the  commencement  of  the  business 
0  appoint  all  the  officers  now  contemplated.  It 
ras  well  known  that  the  efficient  officers  in  rais- 
or  troops  are  the  captains  and  subalterns.  The 
leld  officers  beiuff  of  no  use  until  the  men  are 
aked,  it  might  be  well  to  defer  their  appoint- 
Qeot  until  that  time.  He  moved,  therefore,  to 
meDd  the  bill  by  adding  the  following  provision : 

"  That  so  many  of  the  offioeri  shall  be  commissioned 
thsif  and  so  on  from  time  to  time/ as  the  Executive 
uj  believe  necessary  for  raising  the  troops." 

The  SpfiAKBB  declared  this  motion  not  in  order, 
t  present,  but  that,  when  fhe  amendments  were 
ODe  through,  and  the  bill  was  before  the  House, 
le  gentleman  from  Virginia  would  have  an  op- 
ortuQity  of  iotrodttcing  it. 

Another  motion  was  made  to  adjourn,  and  Ihe 
eas  and  nays  called  upon  it.*-l40st  by  a  larger 
laioritv  than  before. 

All  the  amendments  having  been  considered, 
Dd  others  introduced,  the  question  recurred  on 
rderiog  the  bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
)g  j  but^  several  members  expressing  a  desire  to 
« the  bill,  as  amended,  printedi  before.they  gave 
Tote  upon  it,  a  motion  was  carried  for  it  to  lie 
Q  the  table,  in  order  to  make  way  for  another  to 
ave  it  priuted,  which  was  accordingly  iaa4e  and 
arried.— Adjourned* 

Thdrsoat,  January  2. 

The  Speaker  announced  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
te  extending  the  time  of  certain  patents  granted 
)  Robert  Fulton,  which  was  twice  read,  and  eom- 
litted ;  though  not  without  some  objec;tioDS. ' 
12th  Con.  1st  Ssss.— 20 


Mr.  At.8T0N  stated  it  to.be  a  very  extraordinary 
thing  that  an  application  should  be  made  for  aa 
extension  of  a  patent  which  had  not  been  eranted 
more  than  two  years.  After  some  remarks  from 
Mr.  MiTCHiLLi,in  favor  of  the  extension,  the  bill 
was  suffijred  to  take  the  usual  course. 

Mr.  Wriqht  called  up  for  consideration  a  res- 
olution which  he  had  laid  upon  the  table  soma 
days  ago,  proposingthe  appointment  of  a  commit- 
tee to  bring  in  a  bill  fot  the  protection,  recovery, 
and  indemnification  of  American  seamen.  It 
was  accordingly  taken  up,  agreed  to,  and  a  com* 
mittee  of  five  members  appointed,  viz:  Mr. 
Wright,  Mr.  Baxjbr,  Mr.  Piper,  Mr.  TallhadoE) 
and  Mr.  Sturges. 

Mr.  McKee  stated  to  the  House,  that  as  Chair* 
man  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  he  hed 
received  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  on  a 
subject  which  did  not  come  properly  before  that 
committee,  hut  belonged  to  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manulactures.  This  letter  com* 
plains  of  the  want  of  goods  proper  for  the  Indian 
Department,  and  sqggests  the  propriety  of  making 
an  exception  in  the  non-importation  law  in  favor 
of  these  goods.  Mr.  McKee,  in  conformity  with 
this  letter,  ofiered  the  following  resolutioti,  which, 
with  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  he  wish- 
ed  might,  for  the  present.  He  upon  the  table,  un- 
til inembers  shall  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
considering  the  subject : 

".  Ruohtdt  Thai  the  Committee  of  Conuneroe  and 
Manufactures  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  authorizing,  by  law,  the  introduction  into  the 
United  States  of  such  foreign  goods  as  may  be  neces- 
sary for  the  usual  supply  of  the  Indian  Department." 

Ordered  to  lie  uo  the  table. 

Mr.  Bassett  wished  to  make  a  motion  on  the 
subject  of  a  claim  which  had  been  before  Con- 
gress for  twenty-four  years,  and  which,  therefore, 
ought  to  be  decided  upon.  Much  difficulty,  no 
doubt,  had  attended  the  investigation;  hut.  ne- 
vertheless, if  the  claim  be  a  just  one,  it  ought  to 
be  allowed,  or,  if  otherwise,  rejected.  In  order  to 
obtain  this  object,  he  proposed  the  following  res- 
olution: 

"  Rtsolvtdj  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  referring  the 
claim  of  Beaumarchais'  heirs  to  some  court  of  the 
United  States,  in  form  of  a  case  agreed  between  the 
Attorney  General  and  the  agent  of  the  said  claim,  or 
in  such  other  form  as  may  be  agreed  on  by  the  Attor- 
ney General  and  the  said  agent." 

After  some  objections  from  Messrs.  Fisk,  Pit- 
kin, duiNCV,  and  Alston,  the  resolution  was 
negatived.  It  was  stated  to  be  a  novel  proced- 
ure ;  that  if  this  claim  were  to  take  the  proposed 
direction,  there  were  hundreds  of  others  might 
follow  it.  It  was  hoped  that  Congress  would 
never  send  any  claim  made  upon  the  Govern- 
ment to  be  decided  in  her  courts.  This,  said  Mr. 
Alston,  "would  be  throwing  the  independence 
of  the  country  at  the  feet  of  the  Judiciary."  This 
claim,  though  it  appeared  in  the  name  of  an  indi- 
vidual, it  was  stated  was  more  in  the  nature  of 
a  claim  of  the  French  Government  upon  the 
Government  of  this  county,  than  an  individua 
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claim.  The  Comtnittee  of  Claims,  at  all  events, 
ought  to  come  to  a  decmon  upon  this  subject, 
without  attempting  to  remove  the  settlement  to 
any  other  tribunal. 

ADDITIONAL  MILITARY  FORCE. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  order  of  the  day, 
which  was  the  bill  from  the  Senate  to  raise  an 
additional  military  force. 

Mr.  Wright  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  add- 
ing thereto  a  new-  section,  providing  "  that  the 
'  officers  appointed  by  virtue  of  this  act  shall, 

<  respectively,  receive  their  commissions  during 

<  such  term  only  as  the  President  of  the  United 
'  States  shall  deem  necessary ;  and  it  shall  be  the 

<  duty  of  the  President  to  discharge  such  officers 
'  whenever  their  services  are  no  longer  wanted. 

*  And  that  no  general,  field  or  staff  officer,  who 
'  may  be  appointed  under  this  act,  shall  be  entitled 
'  to  receive  any  pay  or  emolument  until  called 

*  into  actual  service,  nor  for  any  longer  time  than 
'  he  shall  remain  therein." 

This  amendment  was  carried,  tliere  being  sixty- 
nine  members  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  Bibb  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
adding  to  the  end  of  the  first  section,  to  the  words 
which  provide  that  after  three-fourths  of  the  pri- 
vates requisite  to  complete  six  regiments  have 
been  enlisted,  the  commissioned  officers  for  the 
remaining  seven  regiments  shall  be  appointed, 
**  unless  circumstances  shall,  in  the  opinion  of 
'  the  President,  render  the  appointment  of  officers 

*  to  the  seven  regiments,  or  any  part  thereof,  un- 

*  necessary ;  in  which  event,  he  shall  determine 

*  what  part  shall  be  appointed." 

Mr.  Shilie  said,  that  if  this  amendment  were 
agreed  to,  he  would  vote  for  the  bill,  otherwise 
lie  could  not.  He  had  himself  prepared  an 
amendment  to  the  same  effect. .  He  had  been  in 
favor  of  raising  ten  thousand  men,  in  conformity 
with  the  recommendation  of  the  Executive ;  but. 
for  the  sake  of  unanimity  in  the  Committee  or 
Foreign  Relations,  he  had  consented,  contrary 
to  his  judgment,  to  raise  fifteen  thousand.  But 
there  was  a  majority  of  Congress,  it.  appeared,  in 
favor  of  raising  twenty-five  thousand  men.  Wor, 
until  to  dav,  had  there  been  any  disposition  shown 
to  depart  irom  that  number.  Now,  an  amend- 
ment is  proposed,  leaving  it  discretionary  with 
the  President  to  raise  the  additional  number  of 
men,  if  circumstances  should  be  such  as  to  re- 
quire them.  He  was  willing  to  confide  this  pow- 
er with  the  President,  but  farther  than  this,  he 
was  not  willing  to  go. 

Mr.  Bibb  would  give  a  single  reason  only  in 
favor  of  his  amendment.  It  is  the  province  of 
Congress  to  declare  war;  and  whenever  this  body 
has  agreed  upon  the  object  for  which  a  military 
force  shall  be  employed,  it  becomes  iheir  duty  to 
call  upon  the  Executive,  or  Secretary  of  War, 
for  information  as  to  the  number  of  men  requisite  I 
to  be  raised.  By  adopting  the  proposed  amend- 
ment, six  regiments  will  be  immediately  raised  in 
addition  to  our  present  military  force,  and  we  put 
it  in  the  power  of  the  Executive  to  raise  seven 
more  regiments,  if  they  deem  it  necessary.    Qe 


wished  to  place  this  responsibility  upon  them. u 
being  the  best  Judaea  of  the  quality  of  iDe&  r& 
quisiie  for  accompiisfaing  the  object  in  tIcw. 

Mr.  GamfBT  had  not  intended  to  take  uy part 
in  this  discussion ;  but,  when  he  saw  ansuoBpt 
made  which  he  thought  went  to  sacrifice  tbt  best 
interests  of  his  country,  he  could  not  help  lim^ 
his  voice  against  it :  and  if  he  stood  alone  ia  ik 
opposition,  he  should  be  proud  of  bis  siogubritT 
Th^  Constitution,  said  Mr.  G.,  has  divided  the 
powers  of  the  Government  into  different  depart- 
ments, and  each  ought  to  perform  the  duties  alioi- 
ted  to  it.  It  is  made  the  duty  of  Congress  lo 
declare  war  and  raise  armies.  Bat  if  this  amesi-l 
ment  be  agreed  to,  the  President  will  bavetbc 
power  of  speaking'  armies  into  existence,  d 
again  of  speaking  them  out  of  existence.  TV 
peace  of  the  country  will  be  placed  io  the  povff 
of  an  individual.  We  have,  said  he,  full  cosi- 
dence  in  the  present  Chief  Magistrate;  btii  ite 
time  may  come,  when  we  shall  be  unwilling tc^ 
place  this  power  in  the  person  filling  the  officer 
the  President  of  the  United  States.  We  oovki, 
therefore,  to  be  careful  how  we  make  precedcstj 
of  so  dangerous  a  nature.  He  had  always  thoo«i^ 
it  one  of  the  strongest  objections  to  Mr.  Adaicrj 
Administration,  that  so  much  power  wss  H 
stantly  given  to  the  Executive.  Indeed,  if  N 
had  any  objection  to  our  excellent  ConstitotioBJ 
was  on  account  of  the  very  great  powers  ^t» 
in  the  Executive. 

Mr.  G.  said,  be  was  opposed  to  this  ameDdoia 
on  another  ground.  He  was  against  throwiogJ^ 
responsibility  which  ought  to  remain  witbCa 
gress  upon  the  President.  If  war  is  to  be  made, 
ought  to  make  it ;  and  if  it  be  our  business  to  k; 
war^  it  is  our  business  to  raise  armies.  We: 
the  best  judges  of  the  kind  of  force  which  iii^i 
ting  to  employ.  But  if  we  go  on  in  this  waf.  pi 
ting  everything  on  the  Executive,  what  kioiij 
a  farce  shall  we  exhibit  to  the  world !  The  Sej 
ate  have  thrown  an  armv  upon  us,  aod  we  aj 
sabont  to  throw  it  upon  the  F resident,  aod  tb^ 
we  shall  be  just  whA^e  we  begun.  Coaceinu 
that  Congress  is  the  proper  power  to  actoow 
aubject,  he  should  vote  againat  all  proposiim 
which  went  to  shift  the  responsibility  from  m 
who  ought  to  bear  it ;  and  that  he  mi^bt  hareij 
opportanity  of  showing  his  vote  on  this  occasion 
be  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  thequestitd 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  accordingly: < 
follows: 

Tkas— Esekiel  Bacon,  Jonah  Bartlett,  WilIiaD  ^ 
Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  Harmanna  BleMker.n<i 
mas  Blounl,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breckenndr^ '^ 
bert  Brown,  William  Buaer,  John  C.  GalfaoBD.  Iff 
phroditoB  Champion,  Matthew  Clay,  Lewis  Oondij 
WilUam  Cn^wfiMd,  Joseph  Deeha,  Bamael  DinsioMj 
William  Findley,  Meahack  Franklin,  TfaoiaasR.  G(M 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  Boiling  Hall.  Obed  Hall,  Joho  k 
Harper,  Aylelt  Hawea,  Jacob  Hufiy,  John  M.  Hfa« 
man,  Richard  Jackson,  jon.,  Richard  M.  JoboM 
Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King,  Aaron  Ljle,  Gtx^ 
C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,WiUiam  McCoj,  ^^ 
McKee,  Aranah  Metcalf,  James  Morgan,  Aotlteel 
Iiew»  Thomas  Newbold,  Btephen  Qrmsby,  Wiilitf 
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Paulding,  judm  Imel  Pickens,  Willtani  Piper,  Benja* 
nia  Pond,  Jonathan  Roberta,  Bbmiexer  Sage,  £be- 
leier  Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie, '  George 
$inith,  William  Strongi  John  Taliaferro,  Uri  Tracj, 
{obert  Whitehill,  Wm.  Widgeiy,  and  Robert  Wright 
-57. 

NATf— Willie  Alston,  junior,  William  Anderson, 
{teTCDBon  Archer,  Daniel  ATery,  John  Baker,  David 
iard,  Barwell  Bassett,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Elijah  Brig- 
laiDf  Langdon  Chetes,  Martin  Chittenden,  James 
Cochran,  John  Clopton,  John  Davenport,  Jan.,  Roger 
)i?ii,  John  Dawson,  William  Ely,  James  Emott, 
ames  Fisk,  Asa  Pitch,  Thomas  Gholson^  Felix  Grqn- 
y,  Philip  B.  Key,  Abner  Lacock,  Lyman  Law,  Jo- 
eph  Lefever,  Joseph  Lewis,  jnn.,  Peter  Little,  Wil- 
sm  Lowndes,  Nuthaniel  Macon,  Archibald  McBryde, 
Llexander  McKim,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Jeremiah  Mor- 
ow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas 
iewton,  Joseph  Penrson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  Jan.,  Peter 
).  Poller,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quiiky,  Wi&iam 
leed,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane, 
William  Rodman,  Thomas  Sammons,  John  Sevier, 
Idam  Seybert,  Daniel  She£fey«  Richard  Stanford,  Phi- 
ip  Stutrt,  Silas  Slow,  Lewis  B.  Qtuiges,  George 
lolliTao,  Samuel  Taggart,  Peleg  Tallman,  George  M. 
EVoap,  Charles  Turner,  Jan.,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt, 
an.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  David  R.  WU- 
lima,  Thomas  Wilson,  and  Richard  Winn-^66. 

Mr.  Smilie  moved  to  add  the  followiog  words 
0  the  eod  of  the  first  section  of  the  bill^  "  if  in 
heopinloD  of  the  President  the  public  service 
ball  require  such  appoiatmeuts  to  be  made.'' 

Mr. FiNDbEY — Mr.  Speaker,  I  have.roted  for 
trery  amendmetit  that  was  calcqlated  to  lessen 
he  Dominal  amount  of  the  army  proposed  to  be 
tised  by  the  bill  from  the  Senate ;  but  I  have 
tot  engaged  in  debate,  nor  moved  any  amende 
Beot  of  my  own.  I  will,  however,  vote  for  this 
tmendment,  proposed  by  my  colleague  (Mr.  Smi^ 
'111,)  as  I  have  done  for  others  of  the  same  import, 
lot,  sir,  with  a  view  to  lessen  the  efieclive  force 
)f  the  proposed  army,  bot  to  increase  it.  The 
iflectire  force  of  an  army  depends  on  the  number 
if  fighting  men,  and  not  on  the  number  of  regi- 
Dents  on  paper.  Officers  must  and  ought  to  oe 
>aid  and  otherwise  supported  agreeably  to  their 
>ak;  bat  they  cannot  fight  our  battles  without  a 
ompetent  number  of  privates  under  their  com- 
Daod.  I  believe  such  a  number  cannot  be  ob- 
aioed  by  enliatmeiit  in  the  United  States  in  any 
prea  time  we  can  preseribe.  There  are  not  in 
he  United  States  twenty-five  thousand  men,  in 
iddition  to  the  present  establishment,  which  re- 
[ttires  seveml  thousand  io  render  it  complete, 
rbo  are  disposed  to  enlist  as  private  soldiers,  siib- 
ect  to  military  discipline,  or  that  atand  in  need 
if  that  resort  for  support. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  now  an  old  man^  and  have 
lad  much  opportunity  for  observation.  The  en- 
iitment  of  soldiers  came  early  under  my  notice. 
'.bare  paid  attentionr  to  its  progress^  both  io  Brit- 
iinaod  in  the  United  States;  and,  from  observa- 
^H)D  aod  experience,  I  am  convinced  that  the 
United  States  contain  very  few  of  such  people  as 
dually  enlist  to  fill  the  armies  of  Europe.  We 
|ave  none  that  are  obliged  from  necessity  to  en- 
^  in  order  to  obtain  bread.    I  think  that  I  may 


appeal  to  every  member  who  hears  me  to  support 
my  assertion,  that  no  man  in  the  United  States, 
who  is  industrious,  is  under  the  necessity  of  en- 
listing for  that  purpose.  Labor  is  well  paid  for : 
those  who  are  obliged  to  labor  for  hire  are  well 
paid  and  well  fed.  They  are  under  no  necessity 
of  enlisting  to  obtain  a  livelihood,  and  few  of  them 
will  do  it  of  choice.  I  know  that  men,  very 
worthless  at  home,  have,  under  military  discip- 
line, become  excellent  soldiers.  But  these  are 
very  few  in  number,  and  probably  most  of  them 
aireadv  engag^ ;  and  we  know  they  have  not 
filled  tos  ranks  of  our  present  Army. 

The  nations  of  Europe,  with  whom  we  have 
relations,  are  otherwise  situated.  At  all  times 
there,  they  have  thousands  who  find  great  diffi- 
culty in  earning  their  bread,  and  who.  with  their 
families,  live  on  a  very  scanty  and  uncertain 
maintenance^  But,  when  war  commences^  the 
manufactories  and  usual  channels  of  commerce 
are  deranged :  and,  by  this  means,  thousands  of 
men  are  thrown  out  of  employment,  who  are 
unfit  for  any  other  btisines  but  that  small  branch 
of  mechanical  labor  to  which  they  had  been  ac- 
customed. To  these,  enlistment  in  the  army  af- 
fords a  comfortable  retreat  from  starvation.  Hap- 
pily, the  United  States  have  no  such  class  of 

society. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  hope  that  these  observations  will 
not  be  considered  as  intended  to  cool  our  ardor  in 
procuring  redress  for  the  wrongs  we  have  sufiered. 
They^re  intended  to  invigorate  our  efifective  ex- 
ertion^— they  are  intended  to  prevent  a  deceptive 
support.  No  alternative  for  war  is  now  proposed 
by  liny  member.  I  want  to  engage  in  war,  if  it 
cannot  be  avoided,  in  such  a  manner  as  we  can 
support  it  with  honor.  I  want  to  bring  all  our 
force  into  action  in  the  manner  in  which  the 
people  are  willing  to  a^U  I  wish  to  enlist  into 
the  proposed  regular  army,  all  who  can  be  en- 
listed into  it.  I  consider  the  militia  as  the  great 
reserve  on  the  back  ground,  and  a  very  valuable 
reserve  they  are.  I  wish  the  bill  calling  into  ser- 
vice ihe  volunteers,  which  was  laid  aside  a  few 
days  since,  passed  into  a  law.  I  wish  that  mea 
should  also  be  raised  on  short  enlistments.  £  very 
member  who  hears  me,  sir,  and  who  attended  to 
the  progress  of  the  only  war  in  which  the  United 
States,  as  a  nation,  were  ever  engaged,  knows  the 
use  of  all  those  difierent  kinds  of  force.  Those 
who  conducted  us  through  the  flevolution,  em- 
ployed every  kind  of  force  which  the  countrv 
Would  willingly  produce,  in  the  way  in  which 
men  were  willing  to  act. 

Sir,  when  the  war  that  established  our  inde- 
pendence commenced.  Congress,  composed  of  the 
most. intelligent  and  respectable  patriots,  recom- 
mended the  raising  of  a  number  of  regiments.  I 
remember  w^l,  that  to  Pennsylvania  eighteen 
were  allotted;  but  after  all  the  exertions  that 
could  be  made  by  recruiting  officers,  aided  by 
every  farqier,  who,  even  if  he  was  not  a  good 
Whig,  encouraged  recruiting,  that  he  aod  his 
family  might  be  saved  from  militia  service  ;  yet, 
after  all,  the  regiments  were  not  filled;  and  to 
preheat  (he  offieera  exceeding  the  doe  number  of 
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privates,  Gtoyernment  were  obliged  to  tarn  two 
re^imeDts  into  one,  and  to  give  so  honorable  dis- 
missal to  the  disarraDiced  officers.  This  is  a  cir- 
cumstance too  well  known  to  men  of  that  age  to 
be  dwelt  on  now.  I  was  one  of  the  three  county 
commissioners  who  taxed  the  property  to  raise 
thirty  pounds  each,  for  a  prescrtbed  number  of 
recruits,  in  addition  to  their  public  emoluments ; 
and,  even  after  all  this  the  State  line  of  the  Army 
was  not  completed ;  but  we  had  to  resort  to  short 
enlistments  and  militia  service.  When  the  In- 
dian war  commenced  under  the  present  Govern- 
ment, and  the  army  commanded  by  General 
Wayne  was  raised,  with  all  the  industry  that 
could  be  used,  the  ranks  of  that  army,  during  the 
five  campaigns,  were  but  about  three  hundred 
more  than  half  filled  at  the  highest.  By  resig* 
nations,  dec,  vacancies  were  numerous,  and  the 
President  never  filled  them  by  new  appointments 
till  a  session  of  Congress  had  intervened.  Oi> 
speaking  to  him  about  filling  up  some  vacancies, 
he  answered  by  asking  me,  witn  a  smile,  whether 
I  did  not  think  there  were  officers  enough  to  com- 
mand all  the  men  we  had  in  our  ranks?  An  ad- 
ditional reason,  however,  was  assigned  for  per- 
mitting a  session  of  Congress  to  pass,  viz :  the  pro- 
bability that  Congress  would  unite  some  regi- 
ments, and  derange  the  state  of  the  officers,  as 
bad  been  done  in  the  former  war.  1  believe  the 
President  follows  the  same  method  at  present. 

The  neit  army  that  was  attempted  to  be  raised 
was  during  the  hostilities  with  France,  i  then 
gave  my  opinion,  not  only  on  the  floor,  but'to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  that  the  ranks  could  not  be 
filled,  and  that  it  would  be  an  army  of  officiers 
It  proved  to  be  so;  as  soon  as  a  certain  descrip** 
tion  of  people  about  towns  and  cities  were  enlisted) 
recruiting  stopped. 

During  the  war  conducted  by  General  Wayne, 
recourse  was  necessarily  had  to  short  enlistments 
and  militia  service,  where  a  recruit  could  not  be 
nrocured  for  the  rc^lar  Army.  I  have  observed 
full  companies  of  rangers  for  eight  or  ten  months 
raised  in  a  few  days.  Indeed,  I  never  saw  diffi- 
culty, or  much  delay,  in  raising  such  troops. 

Gentlemen  argue  for  the  greatest  number  of 
regiments,  from  the  necessity  of  being  able  to 
make  a  strong  impression  to  secure  the  object.  I 
am  equally  impressed  with  that  necessity  ;  but  it 
is  not  an  army  on  paper  that  will  make  that  im- 
pression ;  and  I  am  convinced,  by  observation  and 
experience,  that  the  armv  proposed  by  the  Sen- 
ate will  long  be  such.  I  am  for  employing  sol- 
diers in  every  manner  in  which  they  are  willing 
to  serve.  I  am,  sir,  in  favor  of  emptying  as  many 
regulars  as  can  possibly  be  procured,  aided  by 
every  other  description  of  troops  that  are  suited  to 
circumstances  and  to  the  state  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Albton  said  he  should  vote  against  the 
amendment,  not  from  any  fear  that  the  President 
would  abusie  the  power  proposed  to  be  placed  in 
him,  but  because  he  was  against  making  any 
more  amendments  to  the  bill  which  were  not  ma- 
terial. He  thought  there  were  sufficient  restric- 
tions in  the  bill  already.  Some  time  will  elapse 
before  the  three-fourths  of  the  dmo  for  the  six 
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regiments  are  enlisted.  The  whole  sobjcct  will 
be  before  Congress  during  the  senion  \  anil,  proin 
ably,  before  the  men  for  the  six  regimcob  are 
raised,  Congress  will  have  no  difficulty  \tw^ 
whether  or  not  the  remaining  regiments  sbll  be 
raised. 

Mr.  Taotrp  observed  that,  if  it  were  f<n^ 
some  time  hence,  that  25.000  men  were  ttoDeces- 
sary.  Congress  could  at  once  say,  that  only  a  cer- 
tain part  should  be  raised.  It  had,  in  bisopioioi 
been  correctly  said,  that,  if  we  do  not  want  S5.00G 
men,  we  do  not  want  one  man.  Can  (lie  eestle- 
man  from  Pennsylvania  doubt  that  5  000  nn 
will  be  wanted  for  the  defence  of  New  Orlet»J 
And  is  it  not  stated  by  the  Secretary  of  War,tk: 
12,000  men  will  be  wanted  for  the  forti6caiM)u 
on  our  seaboard,  exclusive  of  the  aid  to  be  ^• 
lived  from  the  militia,  which  takes  17,000  outj^ 
the  25)000  men  ?  And  is  there  a  man,  who  k«  i 
knowledge  of  military  afiairs,  who  would  be  vit- 
ling  to  sit  down  before  the  Gibraltar  of  Ameria 
Q^uebec,  with  less  than  20,000 men?  In  hisDiod 
however,  the  capture  of  Halifax  would  bemott 
important  than  Quebec,  as  from  thence  oar^ 
expected  the  chief  attacks  upon  oar  commeftt; 
but  Halifax  could  not  be  taken  until  doebec  w 
first  secured.  He  could  see  no  reason  for  adopt- 
ing the  amendment. 

Mr.  McKiM  said;  it  was  peculiarly  the  prorince 
of  Congress  to  raise  armies.  Why,  tbea;tlircr 
the  responsibility  upon  the  President,  wbo,  isr 
an  honest  error  of  opinion,  aught  use  the  power 
im properly  ?  Why  sbou Id  Congress  shrink  frcs 
this  responsibility?  It  is  for  us,  said  be,to^ 
the  whole  of  the  business,  and  upon  usthewiiflte 
responsibility  ought  to  lie.  For  these  reasoK. 
he  was  opposed  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Calhoun  voted  in  favor  of  the  amegdotflt 
of  the  gentleman  from  Gkorgia,  though  be  wtsii 
favor  of  raising  the  whole  25.000  men.  becaose 
he  wished  to  carry  the  present  measure  by  as  lir«e 
a  vote  as  possible.  He  believed  nothing  battk 
most  energetic  course  would  answer  any  porpost 
The  news  of  the  steps  already  4tken  bare,  bo 
doubt,  passed  over*  the  Atlantio.  Tbe  eouDtrr 
against  whom  we  are  taking  measures,  mayhin 
taken  her  stand.  Unanimity  and  decisioi  io  osr 
Councils  alone  can  save  the  country.  He  ^ 
lieved  the  public  sentiment  was  with  Congffs; 
but  if  gentlemen  will  not,  in  any  instance,  saen- 
fiee  their  opinions,  but  pertinaciously  insist  apoi 
amendment  after  aroeDdment  to  measures  broofkt 
forward  for  our  defence,  we  might  be  forced  iato 
war  before  we  are  prepared  for  it.  We  on^^ 
either  to  submit,  or  make  an  energetic  (ieieB<t- 
He  perceived  that  the  publio  sentiment  begai)  u- 
ready  lo  doubt  whether  Congress  was  naii!  in 
earnest,  from  the  tardiness  of  their  mofeveni^ 
He  should  vote  against  the  proposed  amefidna^ 
in  order  to  prevent  farther  delay. 

Mr.  Bibb  said,  if  he  understood  thisbilUtoM 
not  contemplate  to  raise  a  number  of  men  soi* 
cient,  in  ease  of  war.  The  amendment  ioiro' 
duced  by  the  Speaker,  provided  only  for  tbeni'- 
ing  of  six  regiments  in  the  first  'instanee.  Tke 
proposed  amendment  goes  bo  iar ther,  as  it  sip> 


J17 


mSTOKT  QP  GONaAESS. 


618 


ANUART,  18t3. 


r.i  1 


Addiiiionai  MiUtary  Floree. 

■  ■—"■■'  ■■  '■'  ■■'■»■  I  f  I  - 


H.opR. 


3= 


:he  offieen  of  the  seven  remaiDhig  reffiments  shall 
DOt  be  appointed,  except  tfaev  shall  oe  found  ne- 
cessary. And  nothibg  hut  the  adjustment  of  oar 
liferences  with  Great  Britain  could  prevent  this 
lecessity.  But  hope  i^  still  entertained  by  some, 
hat  these  difficulties  may  still  he  accommodated, 
le  thought  the  House  ought  to  agree  to  the  prop- 
isition,  which  could  do  no  possible  injnr^f.  It 
vas  introduced  in  the  spirit  of  compromise  to 
Qeet  the  views  of  certain  gentlemen,  and  be 
boald  vote  for  it. 

The  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and 
legatived — 68  lo  55.  The  voles  were  the  same 
s  on  the  last  question,  except  in  two  or  three 
QstaDces. 

No  other  amendment  being  proposed  to  the 
lill,  the  question  was  stated  from  the  Chair,  that 
he  aniendments  be  engrossed,  and,  together  with 
he  billj  be  read  the  third  time;  and  ^ing  taken, 
t  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  90,  nays  35,  as 
'ollows : 

TxAs — Willis  Alst<m»jun.,  William  Anderson,  8te- 
rensoa  Archer,  Daniel  Avery,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David 
3ard,  Joalah  Bartlett,  BurweU  Basaett,  Abiiah  Bige- 
ow,  William  W.  Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  narmanua 
Meecker,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Barwell,  William 
lutler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Chevaa,  Matthew 
Maj,  James  Cochran,  John  Clopton,  Lewis  CondH, 
^iDiim  Crawford,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph 
)esha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Elias  Baile,  James  Emott, 
William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Meshaek  Franklm, 
rhomas  Gholson,  Thomiis  R.  Gold,  Issdah  L*  Green, 
^elix  Gran^,  BoUing  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A. 
iuper,  Aylatt  Hawes,  John  M.  Hyneaaa,  Ridiaid 
i.  Johnaon,  Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King,  Ahoer 
uKock,  Joem^  Lefever.  Pater  Little^  Robert  Le  Roy 
liringston,.  William  Lpwndee,  Aaron  Lyle,  Geoige 
X  Maxwdl,  Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy,  8am- 
tel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Aronah  Metcalf,  San^ 
lel  1m  Mitchill,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
iogh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newton, 
Stephen  Ormaby,  William  Paulding,  jun.,  Israel  Pick- 
^  William  Piper,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter, 
odah  Qoincy,  William  Reed,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John 
Ihea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebenezer  Sage, 
rhomas  Sammons,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  John  Sevier, 
Uam  S^bert,  Samuel  Shaw,  George  Smith,  William 
Strong,  Creorge  Snllivan,  Peleg  Tallman,  John  Tafia- 
erro,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner, 
nnior,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jumor,  David  R.  Wil- 
iaou,  WiiUam  Widgery,  Riehaid  Winn,  and  Robert 
W^right 

Nats — John  Baker,  Abijah  Bigfelow,  Adam  Boyd, 
^ames  Breekenridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Epaphtoditos 
Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Davenport,  Jan., 
iVUliam  Ely,  Asa  Fitch,  Jaeob  Hnfty,  Richard  Jack- 
on,  jon.,  Philip  B,  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis, 
■n.,  Nathaniel  Maoon,  Archibald  McBryda,  Jonathan 
X  Moieley,  Thomas  Newbold,  Joseph  rearaon,  Tim- 
othy Pitjun,  Jan.,  Eliaha  R.  Potter,  John  Randolph, 
William  Rodman,  Daniel  Shefiey,  John  Smilie,  ^ch- 
ud  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B. 
^oigee,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  La- 
>an  Wheaton,  Leonimi  White,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  the  third 
ime  to-morrow ;  and  on  motion,  the  House  ad- 
jouraed. 


Friday.  January  3. 

Mr.  Lacock  presented  a  petition  of  Sarah 
Fowler,  of  Pennsylvania,  widow  and  executrix 
of  the  late  Brigadier  General  Alexander  Fowler, 
deceased,  praying  a  grant  of  ten  thousand  acres 
of  land  due  to  her  late  husband  in  virtue  of  a 
proclamation  of  the  Kiog  of  Great  Britain,  of 
the  year  1763. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  Lewis  presented  a  petition  of  Prince  Wil- 
liams, free  man  of  color,  praying  a.  support,  in 
consideration  of  hodily  injuries  sustained  by  a 
fall  from  the  top  of  the  Cfapitol  in  the  City  of 
Washiogton,  whilst  in  the  employ  of  the  public 
as  a  laborer. — ^Referred  ^o  a  select  committee. 
Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Key,  and  Mr«  Maxwell,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Mr,  Rhea,  from  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tions of  several  religious  societies  in  the  western 
parts  of  Pennsylvania,  complaining  of  the  prac- 
tice of  travelling  with  the  mail,  and  opening  it 
at  the  post  offices  on  the  Sabbatn,  reported  that, 
however  deairahie  the  Mgulations  for  which  they 
pray  may  be,  that,  at  this  particular  crisis  of  our 
affiiirs,  it  is  inexpedient  to  make  any  alterationa 
in  this  respect. — The  report  was  concurred  with. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  reported  a  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuryj  under  the 
authority  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
to  purchase  from  Winslow  Lewis  his  patent-right 
to  a  new  method  of  lighting  light-houses,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

^  [Mr.  N.  stated  that,  by  this  new  method,  a 
light-house  which  now  consumes  1,400  gallons 
of  oil,  in  a  certain  period,  would  be  supplied 
by  400  only.]  The  bill  was  twice  read,  ana  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  Bacon  moved  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  on  the 
petitions  of  the  collectors  of  the  several  ports, 
might  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  it,  that  it  might  be  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  in  order  to  have 
some  errors,  which  had  escaped  the  committee, 
corrected. — Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Rbea  said,  that  persons  entitled  to  pen- 
sions had  found  great  difficulty  lo  complying 
with  the  requisition's  of  the  law  as  it  now  stopo. 
He  wished  lo  simplify  the  business,  and,  for  that 
purpose,  offered  to  the  House  a  resolution  which, 
after  some  observations  from  different  members, 
and  receiving  an  amendment  from  Mr.  Gholson, 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  was 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  that  committee. 

'  Mr*  Jenninqb  offered  a  resolution  calling  upon 
the  President  of  the  tTuited  States  fof  informa- 
tion respecting  the  appointment  of  certain  Indian 
a^uts,  ^Stdly  in  the  Indiana  and  Illinois  Territo- 
ries;^ but  some  objection  being  made  to  it,  on 
the  ground  of  a  sioailar  resolution  having  al- 
ready been  entered  into,  it  was  ordered  to  lie 
upon  the  table. 
Mr.  Pqrter,  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
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of  Foreign  Relations,  said  that,  it  having  been 
discovered  that  there  were  some  parts  of  the 
bill  for  raising  a  volunteer  corps,  which  re* 
quired  correction,  and  which  could  be  better 
aone  by  the  committee  who  reported  it  than 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  he  would  move 
to  discharge  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill,  in  order  to 
recommit  it. 

This  motion  was  objected  to  by  Mr*  Smilie, 
a  member  of  the.  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions, who  said  that  no  meeting  of  the  committee 
had  been  had,  which  he  thought  ought  to  have 
taken  place  before  a  motion  of  this  kind  was 
made.  He  had  heard  nothing  of  these  corrections 
before,  and  did  not  understand  the  management 
which  appeared  to  attend  this  business. 

The  Speaker  objected  to  the  term  managt- 
ment^  as  applied  to  any  committee  of  that  House. 

Mr.  Smilie  explained,  and,  after  some  obser- 
vations from  other  members,  the  motion  to  dis- 
charge the  Committee  of  the  Whole  was  agreed 
to,  and  the  bill  recommitted. 

ADDITIONAL  MILITARY  FORCE. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  called  for,  the  bill 
for  raising  an  additional  force  was  taken  up,  and 
read  the  third  time ;  and  the  question  being  put, 
** Shall  the  bill  pass  its  third  reading? 

Mr.  Sbeffet  said :  Mr.  Speaker,  it  was  not 
my  intention  to  have  disturbed  the  tranquillity 
with  which  this  measure  has  hitherto  progressed 
through  the  House ;  but  considering  the^ep  in- 
terest which  this  country  has  at  stake,  and  which 
is  so  intimately  connected  with  the  present  ques- 
tion, I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  state  the  rea- 
sons which  influence  my  vote.  I  feel  the  greater 
solicitude  to  do  so,  because,  as  will  have  been  per- 
ceived in  the  several  stages  of  the  bill  under  con- 
sideration, I  difler  essentially  with  a  great  ma- 
jority of  the  representatives  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  They  suppose  that  this  eourse  is 
indispensable  to  maintain  the  rights  and  honor  of 
the  country,  and  that  the  means  which  they  are 
about  to  provide  by  this  bill  are  calculated  to  at- 
tain the  ends  in  view;  while  I  conceive  their 
projects  pregnant  with  every  mischief — with  the 
ruin  of  ottr  liberties.  In  the  expression  of  this 
opinion,  let  me  not  be  understood  as  disposed  in 
any  degree  to  impeach  the.  purity  of  their  mo- 
tives. I  have  no  doubt  that  every  member  acts 
nnder  the  high  sense  of  duty  which  he  owes  to 
his  country,  and  which  the  occasion  is  particularly 
calculated  to  inspire.  While  I  make  this  sincere 
and  unsophisticated  declaration,  I  hope  a  porres- 
pondent  indulgence  and  liberality  will  be  ex- 
tended to  me. 

I  had  hoped,  if  it  was  seriously  intended  to 
chaoge  the  state  of  this  nation,  and  to  barter  the 
blessings  of  peace,  which  we  have  enjoyed  for  so 
many  years,  for  the  evils  and  calamities  of  war, 
that  the  question  would  have  been  propounded  to 
vs  In  a  direct  and  unequivocal  shape ;  that  we 
•hould  have  been  called  upon  to  determine  whe- 
ther the  injuries  of  which  we  justly  complain,  are 
to  be  redressed  by  the  employment  of  the  physical 


force  of  the  country.    If  such  bad  been  the  eipUeit 
determination  of  a  majority,  much  as  1  deprecate 
the  evils  which  must  inevitably  attend  a  state  of 
war,  I  should  have  cordially  united  with  tbemio 
calling  forth  our  energies  and  providing  the  means 
calculated  to  terminate  it  speedily  and  sticcess- 
fully.    I  should  have  done  so  under  the  guidance 
of  the  same  motives  which  actuate  me  io  the  op- 
position which  I  make  to  the  bill  on  your  table. 
Viewing  war  as  attended  with  every  evil  which 
ambition,  corruption,  and  the  indulgence  of  the 
malignant  passions  can  give  birth  to,  I  should 
have  inclined  to  leod  my  efforts  to  terminate  its 
existence  as  soon  as  an  honorable  peace  coald 
be  secured — that  the  body  politic  might  not  be 
wholly  corrupted  by  protracting  the  disease,  but 
restored  to  its  healtofol  state  with  as  little  ddiy 
as  possible.    It  has,  however,  pleased,  those  who 
direct  the  affairs  of  tbis  nation  in  this  House  to 
pursue  a  different  course.    Instead  of  designating 
the  object  for  the  attainment  of  which  the  force 
provided  by  the  bill  under  consideration  is  to  be 
employed,  so  far  as  it  respects  any  declaration  of 
this  House,  that  is  still  unascertained ;  so  that  we 
are  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  opposing  the  grant 
of  the  means,  because  we  are  opposed  to  the  sab- 
ject  to  which  they  are  probably  to  be  applied. 
Through  this  bill,  we  must  perceive  the  alterior 
intention  of  the  majority;  which,  as  avowed, is 
nothing  more  or  less  than  an  offensive  war  against 
Great  Britain, 

On  a  question  of  so  much  moment  to  theconir- 
try,  whose  peace  and  happiness  is  90  directly  in- 
volved, I  had  expected  that  a  full,  systematic 
and  statesman-like  development  would  havehea 
made  by  some  friend  of  this  measure ;  not  onlf 
of  the  causes  of  complaint  which  we  have  sgaiosi 
Great  Britain,  and  the  injuries  which  we  bare 
received  at  her  hands,  but  of  the  objecu  of  tbe 
w^r  about  to  be  undertaken,  and  the  meaos  and 
probabilities  of  securing  them.  There  is  a  self- 
evident  distinction  between  the  causes  and  tbe 
objects  of  war.  The  one  may  exist  withoot 
the  other.  And  there  maybe  both  good  caoies 
and  substantial  objects,  and  yet  it  would  be  tbe 
grossest  folly  to  precipitate  the  nation  into  t  war, 
unless,  on  full  reflection,  aided  by  all  the  wisdom 
and  experience  we  could  collect,  there  appeared 
a  fair  prospect,  that,  after  the  waste  of  our  blood 
and  treasure,  we  could  either  realize  the  object 
io  controversy,  or  obtain  some  substantial  equir- 
aleat.  We  had  therefore  right  to  expect— to  hare 
had  placed  before  us,  a  view  of  this  sobject,  cal- 
culated to  convince  us  that  we  were  not  forego- 
ing the  blessing  of  peace  without  a  rational  ob- 
ject, or  without  the  most  distant  prospect  of  mak- 
ing the  war  anything  bat  a  carse  to  this  nauon. 
But,  instead  of  such  a  course— which  the  occa- 
sion seemed  naturally  to  require,  if  our  reason  is 
to  have  any  share  in  the  decision — nothing  hts 
been  presented  to  us  but  highly-colored  statements 
of  the  injustice  which  has  been  measured  out  ro 
us  by  Great  Britain.  The  many  injuries  '9!\i^f^'^ 
we  have  received  at  her  hands  have  been  detailed 
and  repeated  by  almost  every  one  who  has  spoken 
in  favor  of  this  bill ;  but  there  they  hare  stt^ped. 
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Od  Ibis  part  of  the  sobject— the  only  part  Which 
genUecneD  have  beeo  pleased  to  touch'— there  is 
rery  little  differeDce  between  us.  I  have  no  diffi- 
cnhy  in  believing,  that  ever  since  the  year  1S06, 
001  only  Great  Britain,  but  France  also, have  given 
us  repeated  causes  of  war,  which,  according  to  the 
former  usages  of  nations,  is  justified  whenever  an 
iodigoity  is  ofiered,  or  a  national  right  violated. 
I  am  not  one  of  those,  therefore,  who  suppose  that 
*'  Great  Britain  has  done  us  no  essential  injury." 
Far  from  it.  I  am  fully  sensible  of  the  indigni- 
ties ofiered  to  us,  and  the  repeated  violations  of 
oar  rights  as  a  neutral  nation  on  her  part;  but 
this  is  not  enough  for  me.  I  must  b^  persuaded 
that  there  is  a  rational  hope  that  war  will  remedy 
the  evil  which  we  experience,  and  that  it  will  not 
briog  with  it  others  much  more  to  be  dreaded 
than  that  under  which  we  labor. '^  Were  these 
thiogs  as  little  questionable  as  the  course  of  the 
British  Government  has  been  umust,  I  should  have 
no  hesitation  in  uniting  my  efforts  to  obtain  jusp 
lice  by  force. 

So  far  am  I  from  admitting  that  the  British 
Government  is  justified  in  adopting  her  Orders 
iaCeaocil — the  great  cause  H>f  complaint— that 
I  deny  both  their  premises  and  conclusion.  The 
priociples  upon  which  they  purport  to  be  founded. 
is  the  right  which  Great  Britam  claims  to  retali- 
ate upon  her  enemy  the  evils  meditated  asainst 
her  by  the  decree  of  Berlin.  I  do  most  explicitly 
deny  the  doctrine,  that  a  belligerent  can  justifia* 
bly  annihilate  the  unquestionable  right  of  a  neu- 
tral, because  it  may  be  calculated  to  distress  an 
enemy,  or  seem  retaliatory  of  some  unjust  regu- 
lation adopted  by  him.  It  is  neither  justified  by 
reason  nor  by  any  principle  of  public  law.  Nor 
do  1  believe  Great  Britain  more  correct  in  her  con- 
clusion, that  '*the  Orders  in  Council,  in  their  effect, 
would  retaliate  on  her  enemv  the  evils  meditated 
against  her  by  him."  On  the  contrary,  it  seems 
to  me  that  they  had  a  direct  oppoRite  tendency. 
The  most  important  feature  in  the  French  Berlin 
decree,  was  that  which  was  intended  (o  exclude 
from  Franc,e,  and  the  countries  under  her  control 
and  influence,  British,  produce  and  manufactures 
—the  blockading  part  being  merely  nominal.  It 
would  either  be  rigorously  executed,  or  it  would 
not.  If  it  could  not  be  executed,  (as  was  then 
generally  believed,)  the  American  flag  afforded 
ihe  best  means  of  introducing  the  articles  inter- 
dicted to  the  Continent ;  so  that  the  enterprise  of 
our  citizens,  seconded  bv  the  habits  and  wants  of 
the  people  who  have  been  accustomed  to  this 
commerce,  would  have  reduced  the  decree  to  a 
mere  shadow.  Should,  however,  the  vigor  of  the 
Freoch  Government  be  competent  to  effect  the 
snti-commercial  svstem,  and  execute  the  Berlin 
decree,  so  as  tg  exclude  British  products  and  man- 
ufactures, there  then  remainea  no  prospect  that 
France  would  be  distressed  by  the  uestroction  of 
the  remaining  commerce  with  her,  left  to  us.  We 
furnished  her  with  none  of  the  great  necessaries 
of  life.  Our  principal  trade  was  in  the  colonial 
products,  which,  by  the  Berlin  decree,  and  sub- 
sequent municipal  regulations,  were  totally  ex- 
eluded,  with  a  view  to  encourage  their  growth. 


or  subetitutes,  in  her  owft  dominions.  So  that 
the  Orders  in  Council,  as  to  the  retaliatory  object, 
could  have  very  little,  if  any,  practical  effect. 

On  the  Subject  of  the  impressment  of  our  sea- 
meU)  much  has  been  said  in  the  course  of  this 
debiate.    The  distr^s^es  of  fifty  thousand  Ameri- 
ean  citizens  on  board  the  British  ships  pf  war 
have  been  described  in  feeling  language, and  paint- 
ed in  glowing  colors,  particularly  by  an  honof- 
able  member  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Johnson.) 
Without  believing  that  the  actual  number  ap- 
proaches that  supposed,  I  feel  for  our  unfortunate 
countrymen  in  tnat  situation,  and  readily  admit 
that  there  is  cause  of  complaint  against  Great 
Britain,  arising  from  that  source.    But,  on  this 
subject,  it  is  important  to  view  the  question  on 
botb  sides,  to  enable  us  to  ascertain  whether  we 
are  not  claiming  more  than  we  can  ever  ration- 
ally expect  to  obtain.  Our  native  citizens,  or  those 
who  were  members  of  this  community  at  the  close 
of  the  Revolutionary  war,  are  ui^questionably  en- 
titled to  exemption  from  impressment.    But  we 
claim  it  for  every  person  who  shall  sail  under  our 
flag — at  least,  for.  those  that  have  been  natural- 
ized since  the  period  mentioned.    I  confess  I  am 
notdispofied  to  enter  into  a  war  for  the  security 
on  the  high  seas  of  the  latter  class.    I  think  w« 
do  enough  (more  than  any  other  Government  on 
earth  does)  when  •  we  place  those  persons  upon  a 
perfect  equality,  as  it  respects  the  enjoyment  of 
every  right  within  our  territorial  jurisdiction* 
So  far,  no  other  nation  has  cause  to  complain,  be* 
cause  we  do  not  interfere  with  any[  right  claimed 
by  them,  either  sanctioned  by  public  law,  or  of  a 
questionable  character.    But  further  we  cannot 
go,  without  interfering  with  the  claims  of  othier 
sovereign  Powers,  sanctioned  by  Ions  practice 
and  acquiescence.    Allegiance  is  due  l^om  every 
person  m  a  social  state  to  some  Government.    la 
the  dark  ages  of  superstition  and  despotism,  it 
was  olaimed  as  due  by  divine  right ;  but  since 
the  dawn  of  civil  liberty,  it  has  been  considered 
as  a  doty  growing  out  of  an  implied  compact  be- 
tween the  governors  and  governed,  and  indisso- 
luble like  other  oompacts,  without  the  mutual  as^ 
sent  of  the  contracting  parties.    On  this  principle 
is  founded  the  doctrine  of  perpettial  allegiance 
recognised  throughout  Europe,  and  the  British 
pretensions,  by  which  they  reclaim  their  sul:jectB 
found  on  board  of  our  merchant  vessels,  where 
they  allege  they  are  not  entitled  to  protection,  no 
more  than  enemy's    property  and    coatralMnd 
goods,  for  which  they  have  an  unquestionable 
right  to  search.    Thus,  while  they  claim   the 
right  of  impressing  their  own  subjects  onlv,  the 
similarity  of  manners  and  language,  ana  the 
abases  of  power  by  British  officers,  causes  the 
impressment  of  many  of  our  native  citizens. 

In  considering^  this  part  of  the  subject,  I  deem 
it  unnecessary  to  investigate  the  justice  of  the 
doctrine  for  which  Great  Britain  contends^  or 
how  far  it  corresponds  with  the  abstract  "  right 
of  man  ;**  I  speak  of  the  fact.  It  is  enough  for 
tts  to  know  that  these  pretensions  exist,  have  long 
existed,  and  virill  not  be  abandoned.  We  mutt  hi 
conscious  that  we  cannot  tntpote  our  prinGigdeB 
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on  other  nations,  with  whom  it  Is  our  ftiterest  to 
cttltirate  a'  good  understandings  ^  bat   that  on 
every  subject  where  our  rights  or  pretensions 
may  conflict,  both  parties  must  cherish  a  spirit  of 
conciliation  and  concession,  as  the  only  mode  b? 
which  we  can  be  brought  together  to  prerent  col- 
lision, from  which  neither  can  derive  any  sub- 
stantial benefit.    The  ouestion  is  not  what  we 
want,  but  what,  under  all  circumstances,  it  ispos- 
aible  we  can  get.    I  have,  therefore,  louff  since 
thought  that  our  Government  ought  to  abandon 
the  high  pretensions  of  affording  security  to  every 
person  (even  aliens)  who  should  sail  under  our 
nag,  and  propose  some  arrangement  to  Great 
Britain,  which,  while  it  gave  protection  to  our 
own  native  citizen,  would  prevent  our  merchants 
Oom  employing  any  other  during  the  present 
war.    If  these  stipulations  were  reciprocal,  every 
aubstantial  object  would  be  answered.    Should 
Great  Britain  refuse  an  overture  so  manifestly 
just,  it  would  afford  additional  cause  of  com- 
plaint, and  (hen  we  might  indulge  in  the  bitter 
invectives  which  have  been  uttered  against  her. 
From  what  I  have  said  it  will  be  apparent  that 
I  do  not  oppose  this  measure  on  the  ground  that 
there  is  not  ample  cause  of  war  against  Great 
Britain.   The  reverse  is' explicitlv  admitted.  But 
shall  the  blood  and  treasure  or  this  nation  be 
lavished  against  the  Orders  in  Council,  as  so 
much  paper,  ^r  are  we  to  contend  for  some  sub- 
atantial  good,  which  we  should  otherwise  enjoy, 
and  of  which  their  operation  deprives  us  1    I  pre- 
sume there  is  scarcely  a  man  in  this  country, 
however  infected  he  may  be  with  the  war  mania, 
who  could  act  so  madly,  as  to  propose  a  warfare 
to  procure  the  mere  nominal  repeat  of  Orders  ia 
Council,  when  it  was  evident  it  would  be  unat- 
tended with  a  single  practical  benefit    No  1  the 
nominal  repeal  of  the  Orders  In  Council  is  not 
your  object.    It  is  the  substantial  commercial 
benefit  which  you-  conceive  will  follow  that  act, 
that  forms  the  essence  of  the  controversy.    The 
unmolested  commerce  to  France  an^  her  depend- 
encies is  the  boon  for  which  you  are  going  to 
war.    This  is  the  real  object,  disguise  it  as  you 
will.    And  it  is  not  the  commerce  which  we  for- 
merly enjoyed  (as  gentlemen  would  seem  to  sup- 
pose) wnioh  is  in  controversy.     Your  export 
commerce  to  France  now  consists  of  our  own 
TNToducts  only,  as  appears  by  the  letter  of  the 
French  Minister  on  your  table.    I  say  our  own 

Srodocts,  because  I  suppose  the  privilege  which 
as  been  graciously  extended  to  us,  of  exporting 
other  articles  in  certain  cases  under  Frencn  licen- 
aes,  will  scarcely  be  insisted  on  as  being  anything 
else  but  an  indignity.  The  municipal  regula- 
tions which  have  been  substituted  for  the  Berlin 
decree,  so  far  as  it  respects  the  practical  effect, 
liave  aestroyed  bj  far  the  most  profitable  and  im- 
portant branch  or  our  trade  to  the  French  Em- 
pi  ire,  which  consisted  in  the  nroducts  and  manu- 
factures of  other  countries.  Our  merchants  were 
in  the  habit  of  exporting  to  the  West  Indies  our 
flour,  beef^  porkj  live  stock,  lumber,  ^c,  for  which 
they  received  in  return  the  products  of  those 
ialands.    The  surplus  beyond  the  oonsumption  of 


this  country  was  exported  to  the  contianioC 
Europe,  for  which  we  received  in  reton  PicMk 
wines,  brandies,  silks,  German  linens,  tad  bills 
on  London.    Of  so  much  more  impoiiuce  wu 
this  export  trade  to  us  than  that  of  oar  ovbcos- 
merce,  that  in  1807,  before  the  British  OrieniB 
Council  existed,  the  domestic  exporu  to  Fnoee 
(including -Belgium)  amounted  toaboattwoml- 
lions  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars  only ;  wbik 
the  amount  of  exports  to  the  same  coontrj  of 
foreign  manufactures  and  products  ^chiefly  cokn 
nial)  was  nearly  ten  millions.    In  the  same  fatj 
the  whole  of  our  domestic  exports  to  every  ptril 
of  the  world,  amounted  to  about  forty-eight  du)i| 
lions  and  a  half;  of  which  the  amount  I  hi?i 
slated  was  exported  to  France,  and  about  twentr-l 
eight  millions  to€h^eat  Britain  and  her  possesNot 
and  dependencies,  in  the  four  quarten  of  tfc 
globe.    Since  that  time  she  has  acqnired  Uftl 
French  West  Indies,  the  Isles  of  France  zzi\ 
Bourbon  in  the  Indian  ocean,  the  Cape  of  Gc 
Hope,  the  Dutch  possessions  in  Asia  and  Amer* 
ica.    To  these  countries  in  1807,  while  under  theirj 
former  dependence,  the  exports  of  domestic  pr 
ducts  from  the  United  States  amounted  to  uf 
wards  of  four  millions  of  dollars ;  so  that  estii 
ting  our  exports  to  Great  Britain  and  her  preset 
possessions  and  dependencies  as  they  stood  ii 
1807,  the  amount  would  be  about  thirty-two  mil 
lions — about  two-thirds  of  the  whole  amooot 
our  domestic  exports  to  every  part  of  the  world.  | 
Thus,  while  wc  are  about  engaging  in  a  wsrfof 
commerce,  we  "abandon  the  greater,  ahsolotrir,  I 
and  cofUend  for  ihe  lesser.     We  relinquish  ovr 
commerce  with  Great  Britain  and  her  possessioos 
at  the  threshold,  (for  during  hostilities  I  presooe. 
we  shall  have  none.)  and  go  to  war  for  what  we 
can  get  of  the  conimerce  of  France,  Italr.  Hoi* 
land^  Hamburg,  and  the  Hanse  Towns.    I  leave 
Spam  and  Portugal  and  their  American  pror- 
inces  out  of  the  question,  as  the  fate  of  those 
countries  hangs  in  suspense. 

But  this  is  not  all.  We  may  expect  to  see,  aod 
the  day  is  not  distant,  when  the  domioioas  ^ 
France  shall  not  afforo  us  a  market  for  a  siofle 
article,  but  all  commerce  with  her  shall  either  be 
interdicted  by  her  own  Government,  or  absn- 
doned  by  our  merchants  as  unworthy  their  pur> 
suit.  Ever  since  the  date  of  the  Berlin  decree, 
and  the  prostration  of  the  Prussian  mooarcfar, 
those  who  gave  themselves  the  trouble  to  thioc. 
and  could  think,  saw  that  a  great  and  radicil 
change  in  the  state  of  Europe  was  intended  br 
the  Imperial  conqueror,  who  wields  the  destioies 
of  the  Continent.  Whatever  the  ultimate  object 
might  be,  it  was  early  perceivable  that  that  mo- 
tual  dependence  which  exists  between  comner- 
oial  States,  so  far  as  it  respected  the  French  EO' 
pire,  was  about  to  be  dissolved,  and  that  it  was  to 
be  dependent  no  longer  upon  foreign  nations  for 
any  supplies.  To  this,  every  reg[Ulation  (ex-ter- 
ritorial or  municipal)  adopted  by  its  GovernmeDt 
has  kept  a  steady  eye.  They  are  nowstariog 
you  full  in  the  face.  You  see  your  trade  in  the 
colonial  products,  formerly  the  n»ost  profitable 
hranch  or  our  foreign  commerce,  totally  annihi* 
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ated.  The  consumption  of  yoor  tobacco,  a  grreat 
tapleof  the  Middle  Stales,  reduced  to  one^fif- 
eeoiii  of  the  whole  quautity  coDsumed  in  Frauce, 
nd  that  monopolized  by  the  French  Gtorern: 
leor.  who  pays  your  merchants  what  its  rapaeity 
ieutes.  You  see  your  cotton,  once  the  great 
sd  profitable  staple  of  the  South,  subjected  to 
xb  enormous  impost  duties,  as  almost  amount 
)a  prohibition,  for  the  arowed  purpose  of  en- 
}QnigiDg  the  culture  of  that  article  in  Iraly,and 
te  south  of  France ;  your  flour  and  provisions 
Dd  no  market  there,  because  she  has  a  surpion 
f  her  own  production.  The  other  articles  in 
hich  we  are  permitted  to  trade  are^o  ineonsid- 
ible  in  value  that  they  form  no  serious  item  in 
le  account.  Besides  all  this,  you  see  your'mer- 
laats,  aAer  having  submitted  to  the  injustice  of 
rench  regulations,  and  the  rapacitv  of  French 
ficers,  compelled  to  invest  the  little  remnants 
'  the  proceeds  of  their  cargoes  in  French  silks, 
ioes,  and  brandies,  in  regulated  proportions. 
ir,  this  detail  ouffht  to  convince  us  that  a  com^ 
lerce  thus  shaclued  and  limited  is  not  worthy 
le  crusade  which  is  meditated^  and  that  the  pros- 
Kt  as  to  its  future  value  is  still  more  gloomy.  I 
4iere  were  the  Orders  in  Council  repealed  to- 
orrow,  our  commerce  to  France  would  not  be 
orth  two  millions,  and  circumscribed  as  it  al- 
ady  is,  as  long  as  the  anti-commercial  system 
iDtinues,  we  may  expect  that  it  will  daily  di- 
inisb. 

But  we  have  been  told  that  all  calculations^  as 
objects,  means,  or  consequences,  are  to  be  laid 
It  of  the  question,  as  sordid  and  low-minded, 
hat,  feeling  our  country's  rights  violated  and 
t  honor  assailed,  we  ought  to  march  heedlessly 
>  to  seek  redress  at  every  hazard.  I  confess  { 
IS  astonished  to  hear  such  a  course  recom- 
eoded.  Id  the  most  unimportant  concerns  of 
e,  a  prudent  man  calls  to  his  aid  his  best  reason 
id  deliberate  judgment.  But  it  seems  in  the 
eat  concerns  of  tlie  nation,  where  its  peace  is 
stake  and  its  future  d^tiny  hazarded,  we  must 
)se  our  eyes,  set  all  prudence  at  .defiance,  and 
ove  boldly  on  to  our  object,  and  not  disgrace 
rselves  by  consulting  the  lessons  of  wisdom 
d  experience  which  he  in  our  way.  Sir,  this 
tion'a  honor  is  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of 
e  people.  I  cannot  consent  to  purchase  national 
isery,  even  should  it  be  accompanied  with  what 
ntlemen  call  national  honor.  The  abstract 
'tioosof  honor  which  regulate  the  conduct  of 
iividuals,  and  which  are  valuable  in  private 
e,  ought  not  to  be  a  rule  of  action  for  wise 
:n  to  whom  are  committed  the  affairs  of  na- 
ns—otherwise we  might  wage  perpetual  war. 
the  whole  history  of  our  Government,  pru- 
nce  has  been  considered  as  essentialto  regula- 
igour  measures,  particularly  those  which  affect 
'eign  nations.  We  have  not  suffered  ourselves 
be  led  away  by  our  feelings,  but  wiere  governed 
,  the  very  calculations  which  gentlemen  now 
ect  so  much  to  despise.  If  we  had  not,  wft 
sold  have  waged  a  duixotic  war  long  since 
ainst  France.  Her  decrees  were  executed  with 
i  utmost  severity  upon  our  commerce  for  sev* 


eral  years,  to  which  has  been  superadded  every 
indignity  and  insult  to  which  a  nation  can  be 
subjected  ;  yet  has  it  never  en^tered  into  the  ima- 
ginatioQ  of  any  one  that  our  honor  required  we 
should  avenge  ourselves  on  the  imperial  wrong- 
doer by  carrying  war  into  his  own  dominions. 
No  I  it  would  be  considered  as  a  mad  and  hope- 
less attempt.  You  have  been  in  the  habit  of  pay- 
ing tribute  (considered  as  a  badge  of  depend- 
ence) to  the  Uey  of  Algiers  and  other  Barbery 
Powers,  for  the  express  purpose  of  securing  the 
property  of  your  merchants  from  capture,  and 
your  cHizens  from  slavery,  when  engaged  in  a 
commerce  to  which  you  have  the  most  unques- 
tionable title.  You  have  lately  entered  into  a 
compact  (for  so  you  will  cali^  it)  with  the  Em- 
peror of  France,  by  which  it  was  stipulated, 
that,  in  consideration  of  his  permission  to  us  tu 
trade  to  Bngtand,  (a  right  which  we  held  in- 
dependent of  his  control,)  we  would  cause  our 
rights  to  be  respected  by  her.  Why  were  all 
these  things  suffered  and  done  ?  Where  was  this 
honor  that  is  now  sroading  us  on  to  a  war  with 
Great  Britain  ?  Why  was  war,  the  only  balsam 
to  heal  our  injured  honor,  not  resorted  to  ?  There 
is  but  one  answer  I  can  gire  consistent  with  the 
respect  I  owe  to  the  Oovernraent.  Prudence  for- 
bade it.  War  was  not  calculated  to  cure  the 
evil  which  affected  us,  but  to  miike  it  worse.  I 
think  so  now.  Can  the  waste  of  our  blood  and 
treasure  heal  thewoundsi  which  the  nation's  fan- 
cied honor  may'have  received  ?  Are  we  to  draw 
upon  us  all  the  miseries  that  attend  war,  and  all 
the  dangers  with  which  it  is  surrounded,  without 
any  practical  good  in  prospect,  when  perhaps  at 
the  end  of  seven  years  we  shall  be  compelled  to 
sit  down  and  acquiesce  under  the  system  against 
which  the  war  is  waged,  merety  to  have  it  to  say-^ 
that  we  acted  like  men  of  spirit  7 

Sir,  I  fear  we  have  not  been  sufficiently  atten- 
tive to  the  progress  of  events  whieh  have  passed 
before  our  eyes— events  whi6h  have  affected  a 
radical  change  in  the  aspect  of  the  civilized 
world.  We  have  attributed  the  injuries  and  in- 
dignities which  we  have  experienced  to  causes 
distioct  from  the  true  ones ;  we  have  supposed 
that,  to  the  abstract  and  individual  injustice  of 
the  men  who  are  the  rulers  of  Great  Britain  and 
France^  was  to  be  traced  all  our  evils ;  when,  in 
fact,  that  injustice  was  the  inevitable  result  of 
existing cirdumstanoes,  and  when  the  true  sources 
lay  mueh  deeper.  The  present  state  of  the  Eu- 
ropean world,  IS  the  primary  cause  from*which 
tb<^e  principles  that  have  so  seriously  affected 
our  commerce  have  received  their  origin.  And 
to  me  it  apnears  vain  to  expect  that  our  neutral 
rights  will  be  respected,  Until  the  causes  which 
have  subverted  every  venerable  principle,  once 
a  rule  of  conduct  between  natrons,  shall  no  long- 
er exist.  We  may  make  arrangements  witli 
France  for  the  revocation  of  her  decrees,  and 
with  England,  for  the  revocation  of  her  Orders 
in  Council.  But  therv  will  be  no  permanent  se- 
curity ;  we  most  participate  in  the  evils  (in  some 
shape)  which  have  fallen  on  the  community  of 
civilized  man. 
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Before  the  great  cbtoge*  in  the  aspect  of  Ea- 
Tope  which  have  growo  out  of  the  French  Rev- 
olution, the  checki  afforded  by  a  division  of  the 
power  of  the  Cootinent  into  many  distinct  sov- 
ereignties, g^ve  security  even  to  the  weakest. 
There  was  a  natural  jealousy,  which  was  all  alive 
whenever  any  Attempt  was  made  by  any  one  to 
infringe  the  principles  which  mutual  interest,  and 
mutual  security,  had  long  eontecrated.  in  the 
wars  which  happened,  there  were  always  many 
interested  in  the  preservation  of  those  rights 
which  the  common  consent  of  all  had  establisned 
for  the  safety  of  neutrals,  who  were  ready  to 
make  a  common  cause  against  those  who  should 
violate  them,  and  whom  belligerents  dare  not 
provoke  to  hostilities.  Hence  neutral  rights  were 
secure,  because  there  were  ample  means  to  en- 
force respect.  But  the  cause  of  ihts  security  no 
longer  exists — the  effect,  therefore,  will  be  looked 
for  in  vain.  There  are  now  but  two  great  Pow- 
ers in  Europe— one  holding  the  dominion  of  the 
ocean,  and  the  other  of  the  land.  They  are  mu- 
tually interested  in  the  prostration  of  neutral 
rights,  which  are  always  in  conflict  with  bellige- 
rent claims  and  pretensions.  Are  we  capable 
(against  such  an  immense  host,  a  population  of 
perhaps  eighty  millions)  to  compel  them  to  yield 
obedience  to  our  demands?  Or  who  can  we  call 
upon  to  assist  us  in  giving  security  to  the  almost 
forgotten  privileges  of  neutrals?  There  is  no 
hope  for  us  as  long  as  the  present  war  continues, 
and  continental  Europe  remains  under  the  domin- 
ion of  its  Imperial  dictator. 

There  is  another  delusion  with  which  we  seem 
to  have  been  carried  away,  and  which  follows  us 
to  the  present  moment.  We  have  considered 
ourselves  of  too  much  importance  in  the  scale  of 
nations.  It  has  led  us  into  great  errors.  ■  Instead 
of  yielding  to  circumstances,  which  human  power 
cannot  control,  we  have  imagined  that  our  own 
destiny,  and  that  of  other  nations,  was  in  our 
hands,  to  be  regulated  as  we  thought  proper.  If 
experience  is  to  have  any  influence  over  us,  we 
may  see  how  gros>ly  we  were  mistaken  hereto- 
ibre.  The  embargo,  and  all  its  kindred  meas- 
ures, which  were  to  bring  the  unjust  belligerents 
to  our  feet,  have  recoiled  on  ourselves.  The 
next  thing  is  war,  and  this  is  recommended  as  a 
certain  cure.  I  fear  by  the  time  it  is  over,  we 
shall  learn  practically,  (if  we  will  not  learn  ?ooa- 
er,)  that  there  are  periods  in  the  history  of  nations 
when  not  to  act  is  a  virtue;  when  those  who 
manage  their  affairs  must  accommodate  them- 
selves to  circumstances,  make  a  choice  of  evils, 
and  forego  a  favorite  object,  because  its  attain- 
ment is  impracticable,  or  there  is  too  much  haz- 
arded in  the  attempt. 

In  the  present  state  of  the  European  world,  if 
we  intend  to  have  any  intercourse  with  it,  there 
is  one  of  two  things  we  must  sooner  or  later  do. 
We  must  either  permit  our  merchants  to  carry 
their  enterprise  to  whatever  quarter  their  interest 
or  inclination  may  lead  them,  without  being  con- 
sidered as  pledged  to  protect  their  rights,  or  re- 
dress their  wrongs,  when  out  of  our  limits,  so 
that  the  hazard,  whatever  it  shall  be,  will  be 


theirs:  or  we  qiust  determine  with  wfaomve 
will  be  on  amicable  terms  during;  the  praeM 
conflict  in  Europe — England  or  France.  This 
is  a  question  of  prudence,  and  could  hsre  beea 
long  since  easily  solved.  The  commerce  of  Eng- 
land, and  her  possessions  in  every  quarter  of  the 
globe  (and  it  ought  to  be  recollected  that  we  ue 
|;oing  to  war  for  commerce)  in  a  state  of  amity, 
IS  open  to  u»,  and  is  of  vUst  imporiaace;  the 
commerce  of  France  is  very  much  restricted,  ud 
comparatively  of  no  value.  England  can  destroy 
our  commerce  to  France — France  caoDot  affect 
ours  to  England.  We  are  secure  from  the  boi- 
tility  of  France  at  home  and  oa  the  ocean,  a&d 
exposed  to  both  from  England.  But  we  hare 
made  the  selection  of  our  enemr,  and  a  stnn^ 
selection  it  is.  I  should  say  nothing  respecuai 
it,  were  the  causes  of  offence  on  the  part  i 
France  less  than  those  on  the  part  of  Great  Brii* 
ain  ;  but  however  unjust  the  conduct  of  the  la- 
ter may  have  been,  and  certainly  has  beeo,  then 
is  no  parallel  in  the  perfidy  and  indignity  whick 
we  have  experienced* 

It  has  been  supposed  by  some  that  it  is  neces- 
sary to  go  to  war  to  revive  and  preserve  oar  omi- 
tial  spirit.  It  has  been  said  that  nations  loagei' 
joying  the  blessings  of  peace  become  enfeebled 
and  corrupt,  and  ultimately  fall  victims  to  foteif* 
dominion  or  domestic  ambition.  Holland  h» 
been  mentioned  as  an  example.  In  point  of  fui 
the  example  is  not  appropriate.  She  was  e^ 
gaged  in  almost  all  the  great  wars  of  the  Coaa- 
nent  during  the  last  century,  and  some  mariusK 
Wars  in  which  she  was  principal.  There  ai 
strong  instance  of  an  opposite  character  in  Ue 
history  of  Switzerland.  She  maiocaioed  ixr 
warlike  character,  her  independence,  her  libettf 
and  simplicity,  for  centuries,  though  seldoto  e&'i 
gaged  in  war,  until  she  found  her  grave  to  i^ 
common  tomb  of  European  nations — the  Freocj 
Revolution.  The  causes  of  the  degeneracy  ti 
nations  is  to  be  found  elsewhere — Juxnrf ,  in  t&t 
higher  classes,  consequent  misery  in  the  lower- 
with  the  corruption  of  morals  that  follovi.an 
among  the  forerunners  (if  uot  the  causes)  of  i^ 
fall  of  Empires.  But  let  it  be  as  it  may,  laa 
not  prepared  to  draw  upon  the  country  certaia 
evils  now,  to  avoid  possible  evils  hereafter. 

The  substantial  and  leading  object  of  (he  war 
in  which  we  are  about  to  embark,  is  the  abaft- 
donment  of  the  British  Orders  in  Coaocii.  hf^ 
not  proposed  to  effect  our  purpose  by  engaging  ^i> 
a  majritime  warfare  with  Great  Britain;  that  our 
most  sanguine  politicians  seem  to  hare  reiis* 
quished.  But  it  is  supposed  that  we  can  either 
compel  her  to  do  us  justice,  or  indemnif]r our- 
selves for  her  injuries  by  takinff  possession  of  her 
provinces  on  our  Northern  uontier,  Withoot 
entering  into  the  question  whether  a  coaqnest  of 
Canada  and  the  provinces  to  the  north  and  o^ 
would  have  either  effect,  I  do  not  believe  that 
such  conquest  can  be  effected.  The  men  R- 
^uired  (the  first  great  war  material)  caooot  ^ 
obtained.  There  are  great  calcubitioos  made  oa 
the  spirit  of  the  country,  and  we  are  told  ih>t 
there  is  something  in  the  atmosphere  of  Wu^' 
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igton  aod  of  this  Hoase,  which  freezes  the  pat- 
otic  ardor  which  we  brio^  with  us  from  the 
}o^k.  That  there  is  a  spirit  in  the  country 
ipable  to  resist  every  attempt  oo  our  native  soil, 
•reDcl  our  liberties  and  inaependence  at  every 
izard,  is  true;  and  if  the  time  shall  arrive  when 
is  necessary  to  call  it  forth,  it  will  be  found  in 
'ery  cottage  in  the  coantry.  But  I  do  deny  that 
e  people  have  become  infected  with  the  spirit 

forei^  conquest  and  foreigfn  war.    It  is  a 
taotom  of  our  own  creation.    On  this  subject 
e  ought  not  to  be  so  easily  deluded,  like  credU' 
Qs  children,  particularly  after  the  mstroctive 
BOD  which  is  before  us  in  the  history  of  this 
iQDtry  durinflf  the  Administration  of  Mr.  Adams. 
1 1798  and  1799,  such  was  the  profusion  of  ad- 
esses  from  legislative  bodies,  county  meetings, 
ilitary  associations,  &c.,  breathing  nothing  but 
[)tedges  of  fortunes,  lives,  and  sacred  honor.'*  in 
le  prosecution  of  hostilities  against  France,  that 
at  deluded  man  really  supposed  ^  the  finger  of 
eaveo  pointed  to  war."    But  how  soon  was  it 
scovered  by  those  who  acted  on  the  faith  of 
icli  professions,  that  they  had  mistaken  the  buz- 
Dg  of  insects  (such  as  infest  large  cities  and 
)pular  atsemblies)  for  the  public  voice;  or  that 
lose  who  gave  the  paper  pledges  considered  it  a 
ere  matter  of  form,  and  were  offended  that  they 
loold  have  been  understood  as  if  they  acted 
ith  sincerity ;  and  yet,  after  what  has  been  said 
}  an  honorable  member  from  North  Oarolina, 
l!r.  Stanforo,)  it  cannot  be  denied  that  we 
id  not  then  iust  claim  of  war  against  Prance. 
id  not  her  decrees  subject  to  capture  and  con- 
imnation  every  vessel  and  cargo  belonging  to 
tizens  of  the  United  States,  if  a  single  article 
as  found  on  bdard,  the  product  of  the  British 
ill,  or  of  British  industry  %    Had  the  nation  not 
!en  humbled  to  the  lowest  degree  by  the  unpre- 
idented  indignity  offered  to  our  Ministers  ?  No 
an  can  deny  it.     And  yet  the  public  voice  con- 
^oed  to  oblivion  those  who  promoted  that  "war 

principle." 

1  have  said  that  I  did  not  believe  that  the  num- 
ir  of  men  requisite  for  the  conquest  of  the 
ritibh  provinces  can  be  raised.  Much  reliance 
IS  been  placed  on  volunteers,  and  I  have  heard 

many  myself  Who  are  ready  to  march  to  Can- 
la,  but  it  happens  they  are  all  volunteer  officer9 — 
en  who  wish  to  aggrandize  themselves  by  the 
iterprise.  There  are  no  volunteer  privcUeB.  It 
innot  be  seriously  supposed  that  our  farmers' 
ns  will  leave  their  own  homes,  where  compe- 
Dcy  and  ease  rewards  their  industry,  to  march 

Canada  to  make  conquest  of  those  frozen  re- 
ODs.  The  same  remarks  are  applicable  to  the 
iny  of  regulars  proposed  to  be  raised.  You 
ill  have  officers  enough ;  but  where  are  the  pri- 
ktes  to  be  got  ?  The  honorable  member  from 
ennsylvania  (Mr.  Finolet)  ^ave  us  yesterday 
clear  and  practical  denoonstration  that  our  coun- 
f  did  not  furnish  the  materials  for  an  army. 
^e  have  a  surplus  of  land  and  a  deficiency  of 
bor.  Every  person  who  will  labor  can  obtain 
competency,  m  the  enjoyment  of  which  be  is 
free  man,  subjeet  to  the  control  and  under  the 


dominion  of  no  mortal  belag.  Will  any  but 
the  most  corrupt,  profligate,  idle,  or  inconsider- 
ate, exchange  this  state  of  independence  for  the 
ranks  of  an  army ;  where  he  loses  everything 
valuable  to  man  ;  where  he  becomes  a  part  of  A 
great  machine,  and  must  move  and  act  as  others 
please ;  where  he  exposes  his  back  Co  the  lash  for 
acts  which  in  any  other  state  would  be  perfectly 
innocent  ?  I  answer,  no  1  Our  country  b  not 
the  place  where  the  materials  for  an  army  in- 
tended for  such  purposes  abound  ;  and  I  thank 
Qod  it  is  so.  It  is  the  most  conclusive  evidence 
of  the  happy  state  of  society,  and  the  prosperity 
of  our  people,  (which  I  hope  may  long  continue.) 
Was  there  anything  wanting  to  prove  the  diffi- 
culty of  obtaining  men  for  such  an  army,  that 
portion  of  our  history  to  which  I  before  had  ref* 
erence  would  clearly  establish  the  fact.  The 
twelve  additional  regiments  which  were  directed 
to  be  raised  in  1798,  were  not  half  filled  up  wheft 
the  army  was  disbanded,  though  eighteen  months 
had  elafKacd  from  the  passing  of  the  law.  I  hes- 
itate not  to  predict  that  the  35,000  men  proposed 
to  be  raised  by  this  bill  willnot  be  raised  in  three 
years. 

I  think  U  may  be  assumed  as  a  position,  gener- 
ally, if  not  universally  true,  that  no  nation  can 
be  successful  in  a  foreign  war  of  conquest,  that 
is  not  perfectly  prepared,  when  war  is  conceived 
necessary,  to  act  immediately  with  effect.  We 
are  not  only  destiteite  of  the  force  necessary  for 
which  we  must  wait  the  slow  process  of  enlist- 
ments, but  many  other  necessaries  are  not  to  be 
bad,  withont  which  we  cannot  pretend  to  carry 
the  war  into  Canada.  A  commentary,  humilia* 
ting  to  the  patrons  of  this  bill,  on  our  readiness 
to  prosecute  such  a  war,  is  to  be  seen  in  the  letter 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  recommending  the  pas- 
sage of  a  law  (yermitting  the  indportatiou  of  such 
British  soods  as  would  enable  the  Government 
to  comply  with  our  Indian  treaties,  and  ibe  state- 
ment made  by  an  honorable  member  (Mr.  Har- 
per) on  this  floor,  that  there  were  Ho  blankets, 
nor  any  to  be  bad,  an  article  so  necessary  to  ena*- 
ble  the  soldier  to  encounter  the  inclemency  of 
winter  in  the  high  northern  latitudes;  unless,  in- 
deed, it  is  contemplated  to  make  the  conquest 
during  the  Dog  days,  to  enable  the  troops  to  re- 
turn to  a  more  genial  climate  before  the  approach 
of  cold  weather — a  circumstance,  I  confess,  not 
very  probable. 

It  has  been  supposed  by  some  that  the  conquest 
of  the  British  provinces  is  easily  accomplished. 
That  it  is  only  necessary  to  erect  our  standard  in 
Upper  Canada,  and  promise  the  inhabitants  lib- 
erty and  independence^  (accordms  to  the  late 
French  mode.)  aod  that  they  will  flock  around  It, 
and  assist  in  humbling  their  oppressors.  Nothing 
can  be  more  vain  and  visionary.  Many  of  the^ 
inhabitants  of  Upper  Canada  are  natives  of  the 
United  States,  who  have  been  attracted  to  that 
country  either  by  the  nature  of  its  Government, 
or  by  tne  advantages  which  it  holds  out  to  emi- 
grants. If  these  people  love  your  liberty  so  en* 
thusiastically  as  to  engage  in  treason  to  establish 


it,  why  have  they  exchanged  it  for  the  colonial 
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depeodence  into  which  ihej  have  roliiDtarily 
placed  themselfes.  It  is  not  ratioDal  to  expect 
that  those  who  a  re  bound  bjr  their  attachmeots  to 
the  British  Govern  meat,  or  by  gratitude  for  its 
benefits,  would  act  io  aoy  other  way  than  we 
ourselves  would  act  ia  similar  cjrcumstaDces. 
They  will  meet  the  invader,  whoever  he  may  be, 
with  a  bold  and  manly  resistance. 

Sir,  I  presume  it  is  admitted  by  all  who  treat 
the  subject  seriously,  that  the  British  provinces 
eau  be  subdued  only  by  a  considerable  military 
force,  which  it  requires  time  to  prepare,  and 
which,  when  raised  and  readjr  for  service^  will 
require  time  to  perform  the  serious  task  assigned 
them*  Is  it  probable,  that  while  these  prepara- 
tions are  maxing  on  our  part,  for  the  avowed 
purpose  of  making  a  descent  on  her  provinces, 
that  Great  Britain  will  be  patiently  looking  on  7 
Will  she  not,  (having  the  dominion  of  the  oeean,) 
give  employment  to  your  force,  in  defending  your 
cities  and  coast,  which  she  will  keep  in  a.  con- 
atant  state  of  alarm  by  her  ships  of  war  7  Or, 
should  she  even  permit  you  to  strike  the  first 
blow,  and  should  your  troop  get  into  Canada, 
and  actually  obtain  possession  of  the  country, 
is  it  to  be  expected  that  no  diversion  would  be 
attempted  by  her  on  our  own  shores,  to  bring 
back  your  forces  to  protect  your  sacked  cities  and 
unprotected  coast  of  eighteen  hundred  miles  in 
extent!  You  would  have  the  credit  (if  any 
there  could  he  in  it)  of  waging  offensive  war,  for 
no  other  object  but  to  be  reduced  to  the  necessity 
of  defending  the  next  moment  your  own  shores 
from  the  predstory  invasions  of  your  enemy-— 
invasions,  not  for  conquest,  but  for  rapine  and 
destruction,  in  which  our  cities  may  be  reduced 
to  ashes,  as  Copenhagen  has  been  nefore  them. 
Should  you,  however,  under  these  circumstances, 
be  able  to  retain  possession  of  the  conquered  ter- 
ritory, (contrary  to  my  expectauons,  I  confess,) 
will  it  not  be  a  galling  reflection  that  we  have 
acquired  the  frozen  wilds  o[  Canada  to  compen- 
sate us  for  the  irreparable  injuries  and  losses 
which  we  have  suffered  at  home  1  For  my  own 
part,  though  I  might  be  safe  beyond  the  Alle- 
ghany mountains,  where  it  is  said  (by  Mr.  Spbax- 
fta)  liberty  would  dwell  were  the  whole  Atlantic 
country  destroyed,  I  cannot  consent  to  make  such 
•n  unprofitable  exchange. 

Before  we  enter  headlong  into  this  war,  I 
should  think  it  necessary  (whatever  others  may 
do)  to  make  some  estimate  of  the  expenditures 
which  will  become  necessary,  and  of  our  pecu- 
niary resources.  In  1809  we  had  in  service,  ex- 
clusive of  the  corps  of  engineers,  about  sixty- 
eight  thousand  troops;  which,  according  to  a 
statement  laid  before  us  by  the  Treasury  Uepait- 
meat,  cost  the-  country,  including  all  incidental 
charges,  three  millions  three  hundred  and  forty- 
five  thousand  dollars,  which  is  about  $492  per 
man  on  an  average.  We  have  indeed  an  esti- 
mate on  our  tables,  in  which  it  is  supposed  that 
a  regiment  of  infantry,  under  the  existing  estab- 
lishment, can  be  maintained  at  the  expense  of 
about  ^l^'^t^^  pcf  annum;  but  every  person 
who  has  paid  any  attention  to  this  subject  knows 


the  difference  between  estimatea  and  expefidi- 
tures.    By  some  means  pr  other,  our  Milittiy 
and  Naval    Establbhments  cost  us  doable  u 
much  as  they  do  any  other  nation,  proportioned 
to  the  force  we  employ:  and  indeed  sach  has 
been  the  management,  (how  it  has  hippeaed  I 
do  not  know^)  that  under  the  profuse  sod  profli- 
gate Administration  of  Mr.  Adams,  the  Army 
and  Navy  cost  us  less  by  one* third  tbsii  ii  hti 
done  during  the  economical  AdministrstioD  of 
one  of  the  latter  years,  making  the  proper  sdov- 
ance  for  the  difference  of  the  number  of  meo  ui 
ships  employed.    I  think,  therefore,  whea  it  u 
recollected  that  these  troops  are  to  be  eohsted- 
collected  from  distant  situations  to  proper  ree- 
dezvous — marched  to  very  remote  regions,  at- 
tended with  their  bag^^age.  artillery,  ammaaiiidi 
^s,  the  annual  additional  expense  of  the  truofe 
proposed  to  be  raised  by  this  oill^  and  the  bill  h- 
ready  passed,  may  be  estimated  at  little  less  tha 
fifteen  millions  of  dollars.    Our  ordinary  peace 
expenses,  including  the  civil  list,  the  Army  id 
Navy  now  in  being — interest  and  principal  uf  lin 
public  debt,  and  other  miscellaneous  expeiKL^ 
tures— fall  little  short  of  fifteen  millions.   If  n 
additional  naval  force  should  be  equipped,  whic: 
will  be  necessary  to  co-operate  with  the  Arnr 
and  the  volunteers  put  in  motion  as  proped 
with  the  defensive  measures  which  will  be  iadu- 
pensable^  we  may  estimate  our  whole  expenses  du- 
ring the  war  at  forty^^five  millions  of  dollars  p« 
annum.    Where  are  the  means  to  defray  soei 
an  enormous  expenditure?    The  duties  un im- 
post and  tonnage,  if  not  entirely  annihilaied. 
must  be  greatly  lessened.    We  shall  hare  la 
commerce  to  England,  nor  to  the  West  Iqck^ 
which  belong  to  her  almost  exclusively.   W< 
shall  not  be  able  to  pass  the  iron-bound  coast flf 
Britain  to  carry  our  commerce  to  the  coast  of  tLt 
German  ocean,  and  to  the  Baltic.    The  Meiih 
terranean  is  commanded  by  the  British  nar^i 
force.    The  East  India  .factories  on  tbe  coast  cf 
Malabar  and  Coramandel,  and  the  islands  in  ti^t 
Indian  ocean,  are  eimrely  in  the  possession  of 
Great  Britain.    And  your  trade  to  Chioa  motf 
pass  by  the  Cape  of  Uood  Hope,  which  is  occs> 
pied  by  your  enemy.    Under  such  circumsunccs 
It  cannot  be  expected  that  any  considerable  pai' 
of  the  war  expenses  can  be  defrayed  by  aoy  re 
sources  from  which  we  now  draw  our  reTeaoei 
the  ffreatest  estimate  that  can  be  made  is  ivc 
millions  per  annum.    We  must  therefore  look  to 
something  else.    Internal  taxation  will  not  aa- 
swer  the  purpose,  because  there  are  but  few  ob- 
jects which  can  be  taxed  to  any  considerable 
amount  in  a  country  like  ours  without  being  se- 
verely felt.    Every  person  must  recollect  ibe 
direct  tax  of  two  millions  levied  duriag  Mi- 
Adams's  Administration ;  though  the  sam  va* 
comparatively  small,  yet  it  pressed  hard  on  tv 
people.    It  was  a  heavier  tax  than  they  had  bed 
accustomed  to  pay  to  support  their  State  gorerfi- 
ments.    Forty-five  millions,  which  is  about  oo^ 
fifth  of  the  whole  proceeds  of  our  natiooal  ia- 
dustry,  certaiiily  cannot  be  raised  in  this  coootry 
by  any  mode '  of  taxation  that  can  be  deiisti 
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apposing  the  people  «s  wiUiog  as  you  could  wish 
hem.  In  fiaglaod,  where  the  people  have  been 
ccascomed  to  taxes  in  ev^ry  shape,  aad  on  every 
ecessary  aad  superfluity  of  life,  aad  where  they 
ao  bear  more  than  in  any  other  country,  owing 
)  the  immense  capital  continually  in  action,  the 
icome  tax,  graduated  according  to  the  amount 
f  the  income,  was  originally  not  more  than,  ten 
er  centum  on  the  highest  grade,  (until  it  was 
oabled  by  tiie  Ministry  that  came  in  with  Mr. 
'ox,}  and  yet  erery  person  must  know  the  eon- 
alsed  state  of  public  optnioQ  when  it  was  tm- 
osed,  and  the  distresses  whicii  it  produeed  in 
lat  country. 
Bot  it  is  stated  that  we  may  borrow.    Suppose 


Br  expectations.  It  will  be  necessary  to  create 
reTeoue  competent  to  meet  the  ordinary  peace 
KpeDses  of  the  Government,  and  to  secure  the 
ijmeDt  of  interest  and  annuities,  and  the  ulti- 
tate  redemption  of  the  principal.  This  will  re^ 
aire  taxation — not  much  relished  at  any  time — 
Dd  which  most  be  onpressive  at  a  time  wlieu 
le  people  are  necessarily  subjected  to  many  pri- 
ttioQs,  and  deprired  (for  want  of  commerce)  of 
le  ordinary  means  to  pay.  Should  it,  however, 
e  practicable  for  the  uovernment  to  borrow 
rea  to  the  extent  of  the  whole  annual  expend i- 
tre,  including  the  peace  expenses,  at  the  end  of 
iree  years,  (the  shortest  period  we  caa  possibly 
ippose  the  war  to  last,)  we  shall  be  saddled  witn 
debt  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  millions,  a  much 
irger  debt  than  that  incurred  as  the  price  of  6ur 
idependence.  And  if  1  am  not  much  mistaken 
tto  every  other  object,  if  we  end  where  we  be* 
iQ,  the  friends  of  the  country  will  have  great 
lose  to  rejoice. 

Sir,  I  see  many  dangers  which  may  follow 
ren  a  successful  war.  We  have  been  taught 
rer  since  the  dawn  of  freedom,  that  standing 
nnies  were  dangerous  to  liberty.  The  sages 
ad  heroes  who  latd  the  foundation  of  our  inde* 
eodence,  and  who  erected  and  supported  the 
Ar  edifice,  not  only  cherished  this  jealousy 
landed  down  to  them  from  their  forefathers} 
Bring  their  own  times,  but  in  their  public  acts, 
signed  for  posterity,  they  endeavored  to  incul- 
jiteitioto  the  miuds  of  those  who  should  live 
Iter  tbem.  But  there  has  been  of  late  a  strange 
evolution  of  sentiment.  Standing  armies  are 
^y  sanposed  to  be  constructed  of  different  ma- 
nals.  breathing  nothiug  bat  ihe  purest  patriot- 
m.  and  acting  only  for  their  country's  good, 
ir, standicff  armies  are  always  the  same;  the 
Aterials  which  compose  them,  and  the  sutiordi- 
iiion  to  which  they  are  subject,  fits  them  to  be- 
)me  pan  of  a  machine  regulated  and  movai  by 
lose  who  command  them.  And  their  interest 
cneraliy  happens  to  conflict  with  the  rest  of  the 
>mmuniijr.  If  ever  there  was  an  army  that 
■assessed  patriotism  beyond  others  in  their  situa- 
0*^!  it  was  the  army  of  our  Revolution.  And 
Bt  I  believe,  had  it  not  been  for  the  virtues  of 
tat  inan  to  whom,  under  Divine  Providence,  we 
[« indebted  for  our  liberties— whose  like,  I  fear, 
*  shall  never  again  see— the  army  who  fought 


the  battles  of  our  independence  would  have  been 
made  the  instrument  in  consigning  us  to  a  mili- 
tary despotism.  "But  the  dark  cloud  which 
threatened  to  extinguish  the  beams  of  liberty, 
which  just  began  to  cheer  and  warm  our  hori- 
zon, was  dissipated  by  the  guardian  genius  of  our 
Revolution."  There  are,  indeed,  times  when 
the  spirit  of  liberty  is  wide  awake ;  then  there  is 
not  so  much  danger.  But  circumstances  have 
such  influence  over  us,  that  a  total  apathy  often 
succeeds  the  most  tempestuous  contention,  and  a 
sense  of  foreign  danger  is  favorable  to  the  cause 
of  ambition.  It  is  then  that  those  who  have 
armies  at  their  command,  bind  the  people  hand 
and  foot,  who  awaken  from  their  slumbers  only 


lere  is  capital  enough  in  the  country  to  justify    to  see  that  they  are  no  longer  free.    Such  were 


our  opinions  in  1798;  what  has  produced  the 
change  I  do  not  koow,  unless  we  were  then  otil, 
and  now  we  are  in;  and,  indeed,  I  have  seen 
enough  of  public  men  to  lead  me  at  least  to  fear 
that  there  is  no.  other  substai^tial  distinction  be- 
tween political  parties.  Tbe  Walpoles  and  the 
Pultenejs,  the  Foxes,  the  Pitts,  and  the  Gren* 
villes  of  £ngland|  all  acted  on  the  same  princi- 
ple; they  did  the  very  acts,  when  in,  which  they 
reprobated  a;i  pregnant  with  every  evil,  when  oiU. 
I  leave  to  others  to  say  whether  our  American 
parties  act  more  consistently. 

There  is  one  consideration  distinct  from  all 
others,  which  ought  to  inspire  us  with  caution  in 
entering  into  the  contest  oetween  the  two  great 
belligerents:  England  is  contending  not  only  for 
h^r  own  existence,  but  in  doing  so,  she  secures  us 
from  the  attempt  to  snbjiigate  us  to  the  power  of 
France,  to  which  we  should  be  otherwise  ez« 
posed.  I  feel  myself  under  no  obligation  for  any 
good  intention  towards  us  on  her  part;  it  is  a 
seoee  of  ker  own  danger,  and  her  struggle  for 
security  that  produces  the  effect;  but  tue  fact 
ia  unquestionably  so.  Viewing  the  character  of 
him  who  has  enslaved  Europe,  I  cannot  believe 
otherwise  than  that  if  England  shall  fall,  we 
shall  not  remain  unassailed.  It  is  said  other  ob* 
jeets  more  important  will  occupv  his  ambition. 
The  miser  may  prefer  an  English  to  a  Frencfai 
guinea,  but  that  does  not  convince  me  that  he 
would  not  take  both,  could  he  get  them.  Those 
who  have  paid  any  attention  to  the  nature  of  the 
human  heart,  and  to  the  history  of  man,  must 
know  that  ambition,  like  avarice,  is  never  sati»> 
fled.  Thpse  with  wnom  it  is  the  ruling  pasbion, 
proceed  from  conquest  to  conquest^  and  after  har^ 
mg  subjugated  the  whole  world,  dissolve  in  tears, 
because  tnere  is  not  another  world  to  conquer. 
What  encouragement  is  there  then  left  for  us  in 
a  war  where  victory  is  defeat,  and  suocess,  ruin  S 

We  baV  been  emphatically  asked,  (by  Mr. 
Spiukxr,)  ^  what  are  we  to  gain  by  peace  ?"  1 
was  astonished  at  the  question.  What  ure  we  to 
gain  by  peace?  What  are  we  not  to  lose  by 
war?  Libert]^!  security  1  and  happiness!  are 
the  great  blessings  which  we  hazard !  Leave  1119 
these,  and  take  your  trade  to  the  Continent,  or 
your  Orders  in  Council.  With  all  the  difficultita 
which  we  encounter,  and  the  ills  which  befall  nS| 
we  are  still  the  freest  and  happiest  nation  on  whien 
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the  sun  shines.  I  rear,  sir,  we  shall  draw  upon  us 
the  just  displeasure  of  Heaven,  if  we  estimate 
her  bounties,  lavished  upon  us  with  such  a  pro- 
fuse handj  so  lightly. 

Some  gentlemen  who  are  advocates  of  the 
measures  recommended  by  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations,  but  who  are  enemies  of  war, 
suppose  that  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  employ, 
or  even  raise  the  force  contemplated ;  they  be- 
lieve that  whenever  Great  Britam  discovers  that 
we  are  determined  to  mBintainx}ar  rights  by  force, 
she  will  abandon  her  unjust  pretensions,  and  ren- 
der us  ample  justice.  Could  I  serioiwly  suppose 
such  an  effect  to  follow  these  preparations,  I 
would  (much  as  I  deprecate  the  expense  and  the 
other  evils  which  attend  them)  unite  with  them 
most  cordially  in  their  purpose.  But  gentlemen 
ought  to  be  cautious  how  they  calculate  upon  the 
fears  of  Great  Britain.  We  have  made  experi- 
ments of  the  embargo,  non-intercourse,  and  non* 
importation,  all  addressed  to,  and  intended  to  oper* 
ate  upon  her  through  the  medium  of  the  same 
passion,  but  we  found  ourselves  mistaken.  If 
you  consult  her  history,  you  will  find  that  she 
nas  never  been  driven  from  her  purpose  by  the 
threatening  attitude  of  her  enemy,  and  I  assure 
you  this  is  not  the  time  for  her  to  begin.  Should 
she  continue  in  her  course,  your  preparations  not- 
withstanding, what  will  tnose  gentlemen  do,  who 
are  for  showing  a  bold  front,  but  are  against  war  ? 
Will  they  then  disband  the  Army,  or  will  they 
not  be  compelled  to  go  on,  let  the  consequences 
be  what  they  may.         * 

Sir,  I  have  detained  you  and  the  House  longer 
than  I  expected.  I  feel  grateful  for  the  attention 
which  has  been  bestowed,  and  the  indulgence 
which  has  been  extended  to  me.  Permit  me,  be- 
fore I  sit  down,  to  appeal  to  your  judgment,  and 
pray  you  not  to  engage  in  the  great  European 
contest,  from  which,  when  once  embarked,  there 
is  no  receding,  and  the  consequences  of  which 
cannot  be  foreseen.  Until  the  waters  subside, 
and  the  ancient  landmarks  of  the  world  reappear 
above  the  flood,  abandon  not  your  ark  of  sa^ty. 
Venture  not  on  the  boisterous  ocean,  while  the 
billows  are  running  mountain  high,  and  the  tem- 
pest is  rnging.  If  you  do,  I  fear  you  will  go  to 
the  bottom. 

After  Mr.  Sheffet  had  concluded,  Mr.  Rhea 
said  he  wished  to  deliver  his  sentiments  on  the 
passage  of  the  bill,  but,  as  it  was  late,  he  moved 
an  adjournment,  which  was  carried. 


Saturday,  January  4. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  presented  a  bill  to  establish  a  land 
district  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  east  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Kaskaskia,  and  to  attaen  certain  puUie 
lands  to  the  District  of  Jefferson  vi  He;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Tuesday  next. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  *<  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  quartermaster's  department,"  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Mil- 
itary BsuUishment. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Morrow,  a  committee  m 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  cos- 
firming  the  northern  boundary  of  the  State  of 
Ohio,  as  designated  by  the  Constitatios  of  ibac 
State ;  and  of  providing  by  law  for  tkt  actoal 
surveying  of  the  Western  boundary  liaesotthe 
said  State;  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise.  MiJ 
Morrow,  Mr.  Lacock,  Mr.  Desba,  Mr.  Wils.i. 
iind  Mr.  Pond,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

ADDITIONAL  MILITARY  FORCE. 

The  bill  for  raising  an  additional  military  fom. 
was  then  taken  up. 

Mr.  Rhea  said,  that  wheji  he  contemplated  iki| 
Message  of  the  Presidenti  communicated  ii  ^ 
begioniog  of  this  session  of  Congress,  aiui  ik 
clear,  distinct,  and  comprehensive  view  of  ike  il- 
lations of  the  United  Slates  with  foreign  Poven 
therein  presented,  very  little,  indeed,  appeared  a 
remain  to  be  said  on  the  subject  embraced  bf  lai 
resolutions  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Forn|i 
Relations,  or  on  the  subject  more  particnlanf 
under  consideration. 

Mr.  R.  observed,  that  he  did  not  altogether i^ 
prove  of  the  bill  in  its  present  form,  but  he  wi/sJ 
vote  for  it,  believing  it  was  the  beatj  at  this  tiiM; 
that  could  be  obtained. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  is  theCoi- 
stitutionai  organ  of  information  to  this  nausn^ 
what  he  proclaims  to  be  a  fact,  is  entitled  (o  tat 
highest  credit^  and  is  to  be  believed.  More  thai 
one  year  has  elapsed  since  he  proclaimed  to  :m 
people  that  the  decrees  of  France  were  re?oke{ 
so  far  as  related  to  the  neutral  commerce  of  (m 
United  States;  and  at  the  commencement  of 
session  of  Congress,  he  intimates,  ia  his  Mesf 
successive  confirmations  of  the  extioction  of  ih 
decrees,  so  far  as  they  violated  our  neutral  coa 
merce.  These  obnoxious  decrees,  then,  ceriaiDi? 
are  so  far  revoked.  In  his  said  Message,  t;u 
President  informs  that  the  Minister  Pienipoiei 
tiary  of  the  United  States  to  France  has  carried 
out  with  him  the  necessary  instruetions  relatin 
to  wrongs  done  to  the  commerce  of  the  Uo.tei 
States  by  France,  and  to  the  restoration  of  tlH 
American  property  seized  and  condemned;  tai 
result  of  which  will  be  communicated  to  Coo 
j^ess.  For  these  reasons,  he  would  not  at  prfsca 
investigate  the  relations  of  the  United  Siatt 
with  France,  or  with  Denmark,  or  Russia,  a 
with  any  other  Power  on  the  Continent  o 
Europe.  The  report  of  the  Committee  oo  For 
eign  Relations,  and  ail  the  measures  of  awarlib 
nature  growing  out  of  that  report,  are  avovedl] 
pointed  at  England.  When  it  becomes  ezprdi 
ent  and  right  for  me,  said  Mr.  R..  to  take  inu 
consideration  the  relations  of  the  United  State] 
with  France,  if  it  ever  shall  so  be,  they  sbtU,  bf 
me^  be  considered  and  acted  on  without  resped 
or  partiality  to  persons  or  things.  It  has  beei 
said  that  the  United  States  are  at  peace;  butii 
they  be  at  peace,  it  is  a  peace  of  its  own  kiod.  !> 
is  a  peace  of  suffering  sacrifice— *a  peace  in  whicii 
for  several  years  past,  the  United  States  bars 
been  enduring  all  manner  of  possible  injuriesaad 
oppressioos  inflicted  by  Engiandi  without  doiog 
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for  loaiDtaiaiDg  them.'*  This  declaratfon  cannot 
be  misaoderstood — from  it  the  foHowing  coaclir* 
sions  evidently  are-d«dQced  :  that  aH  prospect  of 
B  suecessfal  iermtnation  of  differences  by  neg^oti- 
itioo  with  England  is  at  an  end-^that  negotiation 
is  done— chat  a  system  of  more  ample  provisions 
10  guard  the  rights  of  this  nation  is  nonr  neces- 
isry— that  is,  a  system  more  ample  to  support  the 
lational  rights,  than  the  system  of  negotiation. 
?or,  (says  the  Message,)  **  notwithstanding  the 
scrupulous  justice,  the  protracted  moderation) 
sDd  the  muhiplied  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  to  substitute  for  the  accumulating 
dangers  to  the  peace  of  the  two  countries,  all  the 
motual  adrantagesof  rerestabli»hed  harmony  and 
confidence,  We  have  seen  that  the  British  Cabinet 
perseveres,  not  only  in  withholding  a  remedy  for 
other  wrongs,  so  long  and  so  loudly  calling  for  it; 
but  in  the  execution,  brought  home  to  the  thresh- 
old of  our  territory,  of  measures^,  which,  under 
existing  circumstances,  have  the  character,  as 
well  as  the  effect,  of  war  on  otir  lawful  commerce. 
With  this  evidence  of  hostile  iofietibitity,  in 
trampling  on  rights  which  no  independent  nation 
can  relinqnish.  Congress  will  feel  the  duty  of 
putting  the  United  States  into  an  armor  and  an 
atiitude  demanded  by  the  crisis,  and  correspond- 
ing with  the  national  spirit  arid  expectations." 
Phe  Message  then  goes  on — "I  recommend,  ac- 
cordingly, that  adequate  provision  ought  to  be 
made  for  filling  the  ranks  and  prolonging  the 
enlistments  of  the  regular  troops;  for  an  auxiliary 
force,  to  he  engaged  for  a  more  limited  time;  for 
the  acceptance  of  volunteer  corps;  for  detach- 
ments of  the  mitilia."  This  then  is  the  system 
rfaich  the  President  recommends  to  be  substitu- 
*d  for  the  ineffecltial  system  of  negotiation ;  a 
ptem  which  he  would  not  have  recommended 
he  had  entertained  any  prospect  of  settlement 
J  negotiation,  over  which  the  Constitution  has 
ested  him  with  alt  power.  Notwithstanding  all 
tiis,  it  has  been  surmised  that  negotiation*  with 
ingiand  is  still  going  on.  Mr.  Speaker^  this  is 
ot  possible — the  suspicion  is  unworthy  of  the 
'hief  Magistrate  of  this  nation ;  for;  in  what 
tanner,  or  how,  can  he  negotiate?  He  has 
othing,  nor  can  he  have  anything  to  offer  to 
losland  until  England  shall  revoke  her  Orders 
I  Council,  so  fhat  they  shall  cease  to  violate  the 
entral  rights  of  the  United  States ;  and  England 
eclares  she  will  not  so  revoke  her  Orders  in 
Council,  notil  the  United  States  shall  compel 
ranee  to  admit  the  manufactures  of  England — 
demand  unreasonable,  unjust,  with  which  the 
^oited  States  hav6  nothing  to  do.  Let  France 
id  England  battle  out  their  own  disputes,  the 
United  Stales  have  business  plenty  of  their  own, 
ith  each  of  these  Powers  to  manage,  without 
iterfering  with  that  which  belongs  to  either. 
i;ainst  the  other;  and  besides  all  this,  the  United 
tates  are  threatened  in  the  most  insulting  irian- 
»ihat  if  they  do  not  repeal  the  non-importation 
w,  it  will  lead  to  measures  of  retaliation ;  so 
en,  England,  the  original  aggressor  threatens 
•  retaliate  on  the  United  States,  for  a  measure 
bich  England,  by  her  injustice,  eompelled  tb« 
12th  Con.  iBt  Ssss.— 21 


United  States  to  adopt  I  Such  threatened  retail* 
ation,  if  adopted,  will  be  exactly  in  unison,  and 
perfectly  accord  ih  principle,  with  that  species  of 
retaliation  which  E^nglao'd  insists  she  adopted,  by 
her  Orders  in  Cooocil,  against  France,  for  her 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees. 

This  mode  of  retaliation  am6unt8  to  this:  A 
strikes  B,  and  B  afterwards  strikes  A  ;  A,  as  he 
says,  retaliates,  and  beats  B ;  afterwards  B  sues  A 
in  a  court  of  justice  for  damages.  Ought  judg- 
ment to  be  rendered  for  A,  the  first  assailant,  on 
the  ground  of  retaliation,  or  rather  justification  ? 
Who  will  say  it  ought  %  But  it  may  be  said  that 
there  is  no  tribunal  wherein  which  this  cause  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  England  may  be 
tried.  YeS)  sir,  there  is  a  tribunal  that  will  ren- 
der righteous  judgment — the  very  same  just  tri- 
bnnal  who  presided  over  the  last  great  trial  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  England. 

The  President  in  his  Message  has  performed 
his  Constitutional  duty  to  this  nation;  behasclear<- 
ly  given  his  opinion  oh  the  inefficacy  of  negotia- 
tion ;  he  has  apprized  Congress  of  the  state  of 
things,  and  recommended  measures  to  meet  the 
approaching  crisis ;  all  weight  of  responsibility  is 
now  therefore  on  Congress,  and  Congress  is  re- 
sponsible to  this  nation;  there  is  no  turning  or 
winding  whereby  the  responsibility  arising  on  this 
most  important  question,  can  be  evaded.  And  let 
it  be  remembered,  that  in  this  question  is  involved 
the  sovereign  rights  of  the  United  States,  And 
now,  Mr.  Speaker,  after  expressing  my  grateful 
acknowledgments  to  you  and  to  this  House,  for 
the  attention  evidently  manifested  to  me,  I  will, 
for  the  present,  forbear  saying  any  more  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  PicKfiNB. — Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  with  much 
diffidence  that  I  rise  to  offer  my  sentiments  on 
ibis  great  subject,  especially  after  the  length  of 
debate  which  has  alread v  tried  the  patience  of 
this  assembly.  But,  called  to  the  decision  of  a 
question  involving  matters  of  solemn  interest  to 
my  country,  I  hope  to  be  indulged  in  a  few  re- 
marks. 

The  peaceful  habits  of  our  citizens ;  the  inde- 
pendent resources  of  our  country ;  the  unexam- 
pled share  of  civil  liberty  we  enjoy,  and  the 
genius  of  our  Republican  institutions^  all  con- 
spire to  render  war  unwelcome.  I  will,  there- 
for^, be  among  the  last  to  call  my  countrymen 
from  the  pursuits  of  civil  life,  while  there  is  any 
alternative  left  whereby  our  national  rights  can 
be  defended  in  peace.  With  this  impression  I 
have  attentively  heard  aU  the  arguments  ad- 
vanced in  opf>osition  to  the  bill  betore  us,  both 
while  it  wtu  in  the  form  of  a  resolution,  and 
since  it  has  assumed  its  present  shape,  in  hopes 
that  some  such  alternative  might  be  proposed; 
for  if  any  such  had  existed,  I  cannot  for  a  mo- 
ment suppose  that  it  could  have  escaped  the  no- 
tice of  gentlemen  of  such  ample  abilities  as  those 
who  have  so  fully  argued  in  opposition  to  the 
principle  of  this  bill.  In  this  hope,  however,  I 
have  been  entirely  disappointed,  No  substitute 
for  this  measure  has  as  vet  been  proposed. 

When  we  are  told  of  the  evils  attendant  oa'ft 
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state  of  tbiDgs  such  as  this  measure  will  produce, 
the  argumeat  is  but  half  made }  we  all  must  be 
eooQdent  that  such  is  our  situation,  that  evils 
will  attend  any  course  we  can  take.  That  evils 
attend  our  present  position  is  evident  to  every 
man;  and  evils  incalculable  must  visit  our  coun- 
try, if  we  continue  to  slumber,  while  rights  so 
essential  to  our  national  importance,  and  indi- 
vidual prosperity,  are  sweeping  away.  It  has 
been  regretted  by  an  honorable  gentleman  who 
yesterday  addressed  you,  that  "  the  object  as  well 
as  the  cause  of  war  had  not  been  denned  before 
these  preparations  were  made."  These  are  isr 
timately  connected  together,  and  have  become  so 
familiar  to  everyone  as  not  to  be  capable  of  mis- 
anderstanding.  The  cause  and  object  of  this  pre- 
paratory proceeding  seems  perfectly  well  known 
in  this  Housei  and  they  are  equally  known  to  the 
people  at  large,  whose  interests  and  feelings  are 
so  much  affected.  If  it  was  the  understanding 
of  that  gentleman,  the  object  should  have  been 
formally  decided  on  hy  ai^  act  or  resolution  of 
this  House,  as  was  the  opinion  of  another  gen- 
tleman from  the  same  Stale,  (Mr.  Randolph,) 
in  his  remarks «ome  time  ago,  ^  slight  view  of  our 
situation  will  point  to  the  impolicy  of  such  an 
order  of  proceeding.  The  nature  of  our  military 
strength  consisting,  in  times  of  peace,  of  militia — 
the  great  extent  over  which  our  population  is 
scattered,  and  the  freedom  of  discussion  peculiar 
in  this  country  as  to  matters  of  public  notice, 
will  at  all  times  render  it  impracticable  to  put 
the  country  in  a  complete  state  of  preparation 
for  defence  in  a  very  short  time.  Without  a 
single  soldier  enlisted,  would  it  be  prudent  to  in- 
vite the  hostile  acts  of  an  enemy  by  making  it 
known  that  we  were  determined  to  resist  by 
force  the  infringements  of  our  rights? 

As  to  the  various  injuries  and  insulu  which 
have  been  heaped  on  our  country  by  the  foreign 
belligerents,  and  which  are  ^et  increasing  from 
Great  Briiain,  they  are  topics  sufficiently  ex- 
plained, and  but  too  well  understood. 

It  is  admitted  by  every  gentleman  who  has 
■poken  on  the  subject^  that  we  have  a  good  caose 
of  war  with  that  nation,  and  that  this  cause  has 
existed  ever  since  the  Orders  in  Council  were 
issued.  Yet  the  honorable  gentleman  yesterday 
contended  ^hat  the  Inhuman  practice  ef  impress- 
ing our  seamen  is  not  a  sufficient  reason  for  so 
serious  a  contest;  that  we  permit  foreigners 
naturalized  to  enter  our  ships,  and.  therefore,  as 
the  doctrine  of  expatriation  is  abused,  the  British 
cruisers  have  a  right  {o  reseize  their  subjecu,  in 
doing  which  mistakes  may  sometimes  be  made* 
€|an  we  in  this  way  reconcile  the  cries  of  our 
citizens,  our  native  citizens,  consigned  to  slavery 
in  the  ships  of  another  nation  ?  cut  supposing 
this  cause,  so  shocking  to  humanity,  to  be  un- 
worthy of  defence;  the  other  ground,  arising  more 
from  our  interest,  and  which  is  admitted  to  be 
a  good  cause  of  war,  cannot  be  weakened  by  it. 
We  are  asked  by  the  same  honorable  member 
**  why  our  nation  has  not  long  ago  resisted  by 
force  the  acts  of  the  British  GJovernment,  when 
the, same  clause  then  existed  V^    If  it  was  a  ne- 


cessary consequence,  that  beeauae  we  hare  \Kca 
too  patient  heretofore,  we  ought  to  eomiow  »; 
it  may  be  observed  that  our  Government  eDieted 
an  early  protest  against  the  edicts  of  both  bellig- 
erents, and  have  continued  to  press  the  justice  of 
our  claims  for  a  repeal  of  them }  aod|  fiDilly.the 
proposition  arising  from  the  act  of  May,  1810, 
which  we  considered  an  appeal  to  their  ioteresis 
equally,  had  the  effect  of  neutralizing  oae  ofihaiL 
so  far  as  to  cease  offering  us  causes  of  war.  Aad 
until  then  we  had  two  enemiea,  each  of  wbon 
was  a  nation  the  most  formidable  of  tfas  moden 
world,  holding  between  them  the  seals  of  fiarope. 
And  not  till  February  last,  shortly  before  tke 
close  of  the  last  Congress,  did  Great  Britaia  siii|ie 
herself  out  againat  us.    If  policy,  therefore^  eu 
be  a  constderatioQ  for  greater  forbearance,  wko 
we  have  two  great  enemies  than  when  we  haie 
one  only,  we  have  this  ooosideration  for  the  dif- 
ference to  be  observed  in  the  mode  of  resistiBct 
which,  in  point  of  strict  righ^  might  have  b» 
always  vigorous  since  the  year  16^.    Aod  cs- 
tainly  the  honorable  gentleman  will  allow  as  ts 
calculate  in  this  way,  inasmuch  as  he  has  called 
on  us  to  count  the  amount  of  loss  we  havesK* 
tained  by  the  Orders  in  Council,  to  ascertaia  wi- 
ther our  righta  infringed  by  them  are  worth  ^ 
fending.    To  show  thiSj  we  are  told  of  theamouii 
of  exports  to  France  during  the  year  1807,  \'m 
the  entrv  in  the  custom-house  books.  From  wbiei 
It  would  appear,  that  our  clearances  of  produce 
for  French  ports  during  that  year,  arooaatu 
only  to  a  little  more  than  two  millions,  while  tb(M 
for  the  English  ports  amounted  to  upwards  d 
twenty-eight  millions.    I  confess  I  am  but  \\^ 
conversant  in  commercial  transactions,  but  I  be- 
lieve it  is  known  from  varidus  causes,  the  clear- 
ances from  our  ports  for  those  of  France,  io  tbe 
year  alluded  to,  were  unusually  small,  aod  em 
bore  a  small  proportion  to  the  trade  that  actuaiir 
did  reach  the  French  ports  fumt  ours.    If  8o.tK 
custom-house  books  could  not  be  a  fair  criierin 
of  the  amount,  even  during  that  year.    It  is  aiio 
worthy  of  notice  that  during  the  same  year  the 
blockade  of  the  northern  coast  of  France  was  ii 
force,  whicb  must  have  had  great  influence  oa 
the  result  of  that  year's  exports.    Other  caiee 
might  have  operated  during  the  period  to  wiiiek 
our  attention  has  been  called,  as  the  Orden  ]i 
Council  have  ever  since  done,  to  dimioiah  tlit 
amount  of  our  trade  to  many  poru  of  the  CoJiti- 
nent  of  Europe*   Our  country,  through  erer^  class 
of  its  citizens,  feel  s  sensibly  the  effects  of  ^*j 
syfiitem  of  maritime  plunder  arising  from  theedict^ 
of  the  belligerents,  which  has  no  parallel  to  the 
civilized  world.    It  will  be  bard  to  convince  us, 
contrary  to  the  evidence  of  our  own  senses,  thai 
our  losses  are  trivial.    But  suppose  the  object  is 
dispute  to  have  been  as  small  as  you  please,  eveaj 
less  than  the  expense  of  defending  it,  is  it  there^ 
fore  a  consequence  that  we  are  to  abandooi^^ 
If  we  get  in  the  habit  of  valuing  our  rights,  to  seei 
whether  they  are  worth  the  cost  of  defendiDg,  ve 
may  squander  them  all  by  retail.    If  this  calcs* 
lating  principle  had  been  the  order  of  the  dayii 
the  eve  of  our  Revolation,  would  the  pitifoi  tai 
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on  tea,  the  staato  %e%  dbe^  bare  beeo  found  to  be 
luffieieot  groand  for  a  seTea  years'  war  ?  No — 
it  was  the  priociple  oar  anceatore  eonteod^  for, 
and  it  is  the  principle  now  wbicb  we  t^w  as  of 
most  importance*  The  aame  honorable  member 
has  exposed  the  idea  of  eontendin^  againat  the 
Orders  in  Gooncil  as  mete  qoizotiam^-as  mere 
windmill  attack — mere  fighting  against  paper ! 
I  would  ask  if  the  seizure  of  our  property  bound 
to  a  lawful  market  is  only  paper  %  la  the  practi- 
nl  eoforeing  of  the  blockades  of  an  ezteasire 
Boast,  mere  paper  1  If  eo^  I  will  ask,  whether  on 
the  same  principle,  the  oppeapive  measures  of 
that  Governmeai,  which  led  to  our  independenee, 
irere  paper. 

The  next  exception  hts  imagination  suggests, 
b  to  an  aigumeni  in  favor  of  this  bill,  which,  I 
rill  venture  to  say,  nerer  existed  but  in  imagi- 
iation:^Ufaat  to  raise  the  military  genius  of  the 
aaiioB  would  be  a  sufficient  object  of  war."  T his 
ideal  argument  is  assailed  with  as  iittle  mercy 
IS  Don  duizote  ever  attacked  a  windmill.  God 
knows,  we  have  real  cause  enough  for  war  with* 
rat  the  aid  of  fancy !  It  is  rather  nnaceounuble 
Jtat  a  genius  for  chivalry  had  held  in  such  ridi- 
)oie  the  idea  of  defending  national  honor — a  prin- 
!tple  which  he  applauds  in  private  life,  but  holds 
isnot  worthya  nation's  while  to  contend  for.  knA 

0  prepare  us  for  the  degrading  te^rms  of  submis- 
iioQ  to  foreign  usurpation,  we  are  told  that  we 
lafe  paid  tribute  to  the  Barbery  Powers  I  Honor 
a  a  role  between  equals  only.  If  we  have  found 
t  expedient  to  purchase  terms  from  a  Power  but 
ittle  removed  above  our  Western  savages,  will 
t  therefore  follow  that  such  terjona  are  admissible 
jetweeo  two  civilized,  and  independent  States? 
iere  honor  is  a  principle  so  useful,  that  other 
»leBsin|;s  cannot  long  be  useful  without  it. 

Agaia,  we  are  asked,  if  we  will  attempt  the 
ideal  project  of  contending  for  national  law, 
rhich  has  long  since  been  buried  Under  French 
lomination  ?"  It  is  but  too  true  that,  between 
he  two  belligeptnts,  this  great  law  has  been 
rampled  on  and  disregarded ;  but  its  principles^  I 
(ope,  will  forever  survive,  and  I  trust  we  will 
inite  in  the  measure  proposed,  to  vindicate  and 
laiekeo  its  dying  spirit.  In  tliis,  mueh  rests  on 
>9)  we  are  the  only  nation  on  earth  to  whom  this 
uk  is  now  intrusted. 

.  1  view  this  period  as  one  so  eventful  that  any  step 
ve  ean  take,  may  prove  important,  not  merely  in 
ta  immediate  consequences,  but  during  our  history 

1  a  commonwealth.  It  is  of  lasting  moment  to 
oatioo,  aspiring  to  an  equaland  honorable  rank 
moDg  its  neighlwrs,  that  none  of  its  annals^hould 
e  staiiied  with  the  voluntary  relinquishment  ot 
ny  of  its  rights.  Precedent  becomes  as  much  a 
tw  in  national  concerns^  as  in  our  tribunals  of  jus- 
ce.  What  we  now  abandon  without  8}>irited 
^istance,  we.need  never  expect  to  gain.  History 
Sords  no  instance  of  a  nation  securing,  or  sue- 
^fuUy  resisting  encroachmeotaonits  sovereign- 
fiWhen  this  resistance  has  been  weak  and  timid, 
m  the  contrary,  does  not  all  experience  show, 
|[at  ia  proportion  as  a  nation  is  found  re|[ardless 
nojaries,  even  of  minor  coasequence,  in  that 


proportion  have  exactions  been  made  upon  it. 
The  experience  of  England  itself  is  a  sufficient 
example  of  this  fact.  When  a  timid  Monarch 
has  held  the  rein(  of  that  Kingdom,  encroach- 
ments were  made  with  the  greatest  success — then 
it  was^that  the  Pope  has  always  urged  his  pre- 
.tensions — then  have  his  buLU  shaken  the  Eogiish 
throne.  By  a  vigorous  resistance  to  the  inroads 
which  ^are  made  on  our  essential  rights,  we  may 
not  only  relieve  the  injured  rights  oTour  country, 
and  repel  the  progr^s  of  lawless  aggression,  but 
afford  a  lasting  memento  to  foreign  nations  that 
our  liberties  are  not  to  be  invaded.  When  in  ad- 
dition to  this,  it  is  considered  that  tiie  right  of 
carrying  our  produce  to  foreign  markets;  in  a 
word,  the  right  ofregulatiog  commerce,  is  one  ex- 
pressly sanctioned  by  our  Revolutionary  patriots 
in  their  Declaration  of  Independence,  and  suj^- 
ported  by  their  valor  in  trying  times ;  the  duty 
on  us  becomes  indispensable,  to  protect  it  unem- 
cumbered  for  posterity,  who  have  a  fkir  claim  to 
the  valuable  inheritance.  . 

But  it  is  said  that  you  cannot  raise  an  army, 
and  an  example  is  drawn  from  the  Army  in  1798, 
under  Mr.  Adams's  Administration.  With  defer- 
ence to  those  who  have  used  this  argument,  and 
cast  so  much  obloquy  on  the  proposed  army,  I 
cannot  see  any  analogy  between  that  case  and 
the  present,  either  as  to  the  apparent  object,  or 
the  manner  of  service.  What  French  territory 
lay  adjacent  to  us  at  that  day,  or  in  reach  of  our 
Army?  Or  was  it  contemplated  to  carry  our  arms 
to.  the  banks  of  the  Rhine  or  the  Danube  ?  Al- 
though it  is  trt^e  that  men  of  sober  and  industrious 
habits  will  seldom  enlist  in  time  of  peace,  to  lie 
at  some  outpost,  where  the  use  of  an  army  conaists 
not  so  pauch  in  actual  service,  as  in  the  mere  idea 
of  being  ready  for  service — but  let  an  occasion 
•like  the  present  offer,  when  it  is  known  that  the 
sovereignty  of  the  country  must  be  defended; 
the  strength  of  the  nation  will  immediately  be 
nerved ;  we  can  then  command  the  best  and  l>rav- 
est  youtht)f  the  country.  It  is  at  such  times  that 
military  merit  is  first  discovered.  And  here  let 
me  say  to  my  worthy  colleague  (Mr.  Macon,)  who 
some  days  ago  expressed  an  apprehension  lest  a 
suitable  character  might  not  be  found  or  selected 
to  command  the  Army,  that  there  is  really  no  sueJi 
danger,  the  occasion  will  produce  such  a  charac- 
teri  as  every  other  occasion  of  .the  kind  has  done. 
The  military  genius  of  our  first  Revolutionary 
hero  might  have  slumbered  unknown,  but  for  an 
occasion  which  was  to  call  it  into  useful  exertion. 

The  contemplated  attack  on  the  British  Prov- 
inces adjoining  us  has  been  emphatically  called 
"  a  war  of  offence."  Although  the  mode  of  war- 
fare may  be  in  the  abstract  view  of  it  offensive, 
yet  when  it  is  considered  as  the  only  mode  in  our 
reach,  for  defending  rights  universally  recognised 
and  avowedly  violated,  its  character  is  changed. 
In  the  present  case,  our  property,  in  the  course  of 
a  fair  trade  to  a  foreign  market,  is  seized  by  the 
unlawful  measures  of  Great  Britain,  (to  say  no- 
thing of  impressment  and  other  indignities.)  Our 
verbal  remonstrances,  and  every  attempt  at  nego- 
tiation! is  found  ineffectual ;  these  injuries  she  ia 
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Still  carrying  on  with  murks  of  incretsed  injastice 
on  erery  sea  where  she  finds  our  property  or  sea- 
men ;  we  cannot  meet  her  on  that  element — the 
onty  point  where  we  can  reach  her  is  the  rich, 
and- to  her  the  all-important  territories  on  our 
North.  Has  not  the  proposed  measure  therefore 
every  essential  characteristic  of  defhice?  The 
idea  of  a  war  for  the  purpose  of  conquest,  is  ab- 
horrent to  the  American  people,  and  foreign  from 
the  principles  of  their  Governinent. 

But  we  are  told  that  ^*  Great  Britain  is  fighting 
for  the  liberties  of  the  world  ;"  and  agaia,  that 
"  she  is  not  to  be  driven  from  the  Baltic  nor  from 
anywhere  else."  If  the  last  expression  has  allu- 
sion  to  the  naval  feat  by  which  the  Danish  fleet 
was  swept  away,  it  is  a  very  unfortunate  circum- 
stance to  be  mentioned  in  the  same  speech  with 
the  former,  for  it  is  questionable  whether  there  is 
to  be  found  an  incident,  in  point  of  perfidy  and 
iniustice,  to  equal  it  in  the  civilized  world.  And 
when  was  it  that  Great  Britain  commenced  her 
career  in  the  laudable  purpose  of  universal  emanci- 
pation ?  Was  it  in  1775 1  Was  it  on  this  pursuit 
that  her  campaigns  were  performed  through  our 
land  1  If  she  will  only  extend  common  justice 
to  us,  or  rather  let  us  alone,  it  is  all  the  favor  I 
would  ask  from  her. 

As  to  any  partiality  between  the  two  contend- 
ing Powers,  I  hope  there  exists  none  in  any  Amer- 
ican, there  is  no  reason  why  there  should  be  any: 
for  every  nation  is  governed  by  interest ;  we  can 
calculate  nothing  on  friendship  from  any. 

If  it  were  a  question  at  the  early  dawn  of  our 
Government,  before  the  habits  of  our  people  were 
formed,  whether  it  would  not  be  to  the  nation's 
best  interest  to  trust  maritime  commerce  toother 
hands  entirely  for  several  ages,  I  am  not  prepared 
to  answer  in  the  negative  And  even  now,  as  to 
the  carrymg  trade  proper.  I  am  not  inclined  to 
view  it  as  an  object  worthy  of  defence  by  war. 
But  this  direct  trade,  which  carries  the  produce 
of  our  farmers  to  market,  has  been  patronized  by 
oar  Government  under  every  Administration,  and 
as  the  pursuits  and  habits  of  our  citizens  have 
under  that  system  of  things  been  formed,  and  as 
our  country  was  growing  under  it  in  a  degree  un- 
exampled, Its  protection  has  ceased  to  be  at  this 
day  a  question. 

Yet  this  species  of  trade,  all-important  to  the 
agricultural  interest,  is  nearjy  extinguished.  That 
every  pacific  policy  has  been  tried  tn  vain,  is  evi- 
dent from  the  restrictive  acts  and  the  voluminous 
documents  which  have  annually  appeared,  and 
which  now  load  your  mails  to  every  corner  of  the 
Union.  In  these  communications,  the  British 
Ministers  express  much  concern  for  the  misunder- 
standing between  the  two  nations,  while  their 
conduct,  the  sole  cause  of  misunderstanding,  is 
eonunued  with  multiplied  markr  of  injustice.  I 
••y  .  ?  sole  cause  of  misunderstanding,  for  what 
politician  will  say  that  the  refusal  ip  ratify  a 
treaty,  or  the  laying  an  embargo,  is  any  jfood 
eause  of  offence?  And  what  cause  of  ofl&nce 
has  proceeded  from  us  f  None.  We  tave  the 
solitary  honor  of  a  Government  unexampled  for 
its  good  faith,  and  in  this  instance  for  its  modera* 


tion ;  for  dm'ing  alUbe  attempts  at  adjostam 
for  years  past,  our  property  was  sweepwg  froa 
the  qeetitk  before  our  eyes.  With  this  spctiack 
before  ^  are  we  tb  sit  down  cooly  aad  eslnbte 
in  dollars,  cents, -and  mills,  what  will  be  tkeeost 
of  defending  ourselves?  If  this  had  ben  ihe 
cool  philosophy  of  seventy-six,  yon  aod  1  im\A. 
not  have  been  here.  And  if  we  tempooze.  white 
energy  and  action  alone  ean  save,  we  may  entskl 
lasting  evils  on  the  nation. 

Mr.  LowROBs. — ^Mr.  Speaker,  the  late  period  of 
the  debate  will  necessarily  shorten  the  obserrt- 
tions  1  had  intended  to  make.  I  concnr.  isdeei 
entirely  in  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  geoileifiu 
from  North  Carolina — that  it  is  now  onDecenan 
to  prove  that  we  have  cause  of  war  against  E^^ 
land.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who  yei- 
terday  opposed  the  bill,  conceded  this  point  wi!i 
as  much  prudence  as  candor  The  value  of  m 
concession,  however,  was  impaired  by  the  reman 
that  we  have  equal  cause  of  war  against  Fiaan. 
That  we  had  equal  cause  of  war,  sir,  sgaiis 
France  i  that  we  have  equal  claims  for  ioderas- 
ficaiioa  against  both  Powers,  I  feet  no  disposition  u 
deny.  Both,  have,  indeed,  been  at  war  with  as ;  bs 
the  easy  distinction  between  their  cases  is  this- 
that  the  one  Power  has  terminated  its  difiereace 
with  us  by  a  treaty  whieh  we  ourselves  proposed 
while  the  other  continues  without  mitigatioo  m 
war  upon  our  commerce. 

In  acknowledging,  sir,  that  we  have  cause  af 
war,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  denies  iu  ob- 
ject to  be  either  imporiai>t  or  attainable. 

That  any  importance  should  be  attached  toiW 
object  on  the  score  of  honor,  is  described  as  a  ro- 
mantic notion.  But  ia  the  policy  which  it  <il^ 
tates,  an  enlar^fed  view  of  national  iaterest,  nso- 
ally  concurs  with  a  nice  sense  of  national  hosA 
It  IS  impossible  to  compute  the  money-valoe  d 
rightSj  like  those  in  dispute  between  Engisadtwi 
Amenca.  No  rule  of  arithmetic  will  give  jm 
an  answer  as  to  the  expense  at  which  they  oaf 
be  worth  defending.  Let  them  be  renounced asa 
the  loss  will  be  felt,  not  for  one  year,  hot  pa- 
haps  for  the  whole  term  of  our  CKistence  as  oie 
nation.  Let  them  fce  renottoced,  and  every  it- 
main  ing  ri^ht  becomes  more  precarious  by  (^ 
encouragement  which  is  oStrta  for  its  infractios- 
Our  object  then,  in  resistance  lo  Bnsiand,  is  ibe 
preservation  of  that  cbaracier,  witnout  whiek 
neutrality  must  be  a  burden.  Its  duties  woqU 
be  exacted  audits  rights  forgotten.  The  import- 
ance of  this  character,  even  to  our  peeuaiary  is- 
terests,  results  from  its  efiRects  in  coatrollio;  ^^^ 
rapacity  of  foreign  nations.  It  addresses  itsdf  to 
their  prudence.  It  offers  the  only  effectual  cor- 
rective to  that  temptation  of  immediate  isierest 
which  the  belligerent  mi»t  always  feel  in  the 
plunder  of  the  neutral. 

If  this  view  of  the  object  of  the  war  be  correet, 
the  observations  of  the  honorable  gentlemao  io 
respect  to  the  relative  value  of  our  export  trade 
to  England  apd  France,  lose  much  of  their  im- 
portance. That  his  conclusions  indeed  are  sob- 
stantially  erroneous,  appear  from  his  exclodio? 
from  his  statements  (as  he  has  hiaself  remarked) 
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;he  whole  amount  of  ttade  to  such  countries  as, 
iltboDgh  compleieljr  under  th^  dominioa  of 
^raoce,  are  not  within  ita  old  limits  or  those  of 
be  Netherlands.  His  conclasions  are  impugned  ^ 
y  soother  fact,  which  erery  man  equally  must 
DOW — I  mean  that  much  of  American  produce 
bippedto  England  is  consumed  on  the  Continent. 

The  immediate,  occasion  of  the  war  then,  (if  we 
ttribate  it  to  the  Interruption  of  our  trade.)  is 
reatiy  more  important  than  the  gentleman  rrom 
'irffinia  has  supposed  it.  and  yet  more  important 
rillbe  the  effect  of  manly  resistance  on  tke  char- 
eier  of  the  country — the  effect  of  that  character 
D  OUT  chances  of  futureneutrality  and  prosperity. 
But  the  impurtance  of  the  object,  if  the  object 
t  anattainable,  cannot,  we  are  told,  be  a  reason 
»r  porsuiAg  it.  If  the  object  of  the  war  be  the 
pfeDce  of  national  character,  it  cannot  be  unat- 
tioable.  But  suppose  it  designed  only  to  procure 
rerocation  of  the  Orders  in  Council«-*na»  the 
oDorable  gentlemaa  giren  us  a  rery  consistent 
rgament  to  prove  that  tbir  effect  .can  not  be  pro- 
Bced? 

He  has  told  us,  that  we  can  do  England  little 
ijury  by  sea,  and  e?en  that  we  shall  be  unable 
\  raise  troops  for  the  invasion  of  her  prorinces 
I  our  neighborhood.  As  to  the  injury  which 
e  may  do  her  at  aea,  the  number  and  enterprise 
f  our  seamen,  the  near  approach  to  our  coast) 
bich  the  vessels  engaged  in  her  most  valuaUe 
ade  must  make,  and  the  general  opinion  of  naval 
leo,  must  determine  the  question.  But  that  wa 
tall  be  unable  to  raise  the  army  propoc«d,  or  to 
icupy  Canada  in  less  than  five  years,  is  an  as- 
irtion  too  humiliaung  to  be  admitted  without 
roof.  We  have  been  told,  indeed,  that  the  troops 
«  most  easily  raised  tti  a  country  which  is  in- 
ided ;  but  the  opinion  is  contradicted  by  exp»- 
eoce  and  reason.  In  the  moment  of  invasion^ 
rery  man  is  employed  in  attending  to  his  prop- 
'ly^  in  removing  his  family,  or  in  securing  them 
home  and  subsistence.  During  the  Revolution* 
7  war,  the  greatest  number  of  troops  was,  I 
iok,  enliitted  in  States  which  were  safest  from 
iiasion.  Our  country  will  probably  offer  as  large 
proportion  of  its  population  now  as  then,  and  this 
ill  be  a  force  amply  adequate  to  the  occasion. 
But  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  cannot  see 
ow  our  resistance  on  land  can  remove  the  Eng- 
sh  Orders  hi  Council.  He  supposes,  however, 
lat  this  conduct  of  nations  depends  upon  their 
rerest,  and  that  even  now  it  mav  be  doubted 
hether  the' interests  of 'England  oo  not  reouire 
revocation  of  these  orders.    Now  let  our  enbrts 

as  weak  as  the  gentleman  has  represented 
em,  and  they  will  produce  to  England  some 
convenience  and  some  diversion  ol  her  force, 
it  be  doubtful,  then,  whether  it  be  her  interest 
continue  her  orders  while  we  patiently  submit 

them,  it  should  seem  certain  that  it  must  be 
!r  interest  to  repeal  them  when  their  continu- 
ice  involves  the  additional  inconveaiencea  which 
en  the  languid  war  which  has  been  predicted 
ould  produce. 

The  honorable  gentleman,  determined  to  alarm, 
he  oAuiot  convince  us^  UMolda  a  musier^roU  of 


spectres  which  haunt  but  few  imaginations  out 
of  this  House.  The  ruin  of  our  Constitution  and 
of  our  seaports  is  to  be  the  inevitable  consequence 
of  the  war.  But  are  these  dangers  peculiar  to 
the  war  in  which  we  expect  to  be  involved  1 
That  war  is  in  itself  an  evil,  that  it  is  not  unat- 
tended by  distress  and  bloodshed,  we  know.  The 
honest  statesman  will  avoid  it,  when  he  can  do  so 
without  renouncing  the  honor  and  the  essential 
interests  of  his  country.  When  these  require,  he 
Witt  meet  it;  But,  from  the  general  evils  of  war, 
what  conclusion  does  the  gentleman  draw  ?  That 
we  should  never  engage  in  It  7  Is  it  not  strange, ' 
that  so  practical  a  statesman,  the  denouncer  of 
the  romantic  notion  of  a  war  of  honor,  should 
have  indulged  this  vision  of  a  perpetual  peace  ? 

The  danger  to  our  C6n$titutioo  is  perhaps  that 
which  thegentlemaa  considers  the  most  alarming. 
A  standing  army  oi&rs  an  instrument  which  may 
at  any  time  be  employed  against  liberty.  I  am  not 
afraid,  sir,  of  terms.  A  standing  army — a  large 
regntar  force,  maintained  in  time  of  peace,  wotild 
be  a  just  sublect  of  public  jealousy.  But  the 
force  proposed  in  not  a  standing  army.  It  will 
be  employed  against  a  foreign  enemy^  or  it  will 
be  disbanded.  While  engaged  in  war,  the  most 
timid  politician  will  see  it  without  alarm ;  and 
on  the  return  of  peace,  the  same  cause  will  re- 
move our  lears  lor  private  security  and  public 
liberty*  That  cause  is  to  be  found  in  the  bill 
upon  your  table— in  the  ample  and  wise  provision 
for  the  future  sOfyport  of  the  soldier— in  his  free- 
hold. The  most  jealous  patriots  of  England  have 
considered  their  militia,  althoagh  a  regular  force, 
a|  the  natural  protector  of  public  liberty,  because 
its  officers  are  required  to  possess  a  landed  quali- 
fication. But  this  security  for  the  good  behaviour 
of  the  officers  we  extend  to  every  soldier  in  the 
armv.  That  these  men  should,  at  the  conclusioa 
of  the  war,  leave  their  lands  unvisited,  to  follow 
an  ambitious  General  to  a  desperate  and  disgrace- 
ful conflict  with  their  fellow-citizens,  is  impossible. 

From  a  military  usurpation,  sucli  as  the  gen- 
tleman so  much  dreads,  we  were  saved,  he  say^ 
after  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  by  the  virtue  of 
one  man.  To  the  merits  of  General  Wasbino- 
TON,  my  feelings  and  my  judgment  equally  sub- 
scribe. He  had  a  mind  too  great  to  be  bribed  by 
title  or  by  power.  If  a  Crown  had  been  within 
his  reach,  he  would  have  disdained  it.  But  a 
Crown  never  was  within  his  reach.  The  men 
who  most  loved  and  revered  him,  whose  lives  he 
might  have  commanded  as  the  protector  of  his 
country,  were  incapable  of  becoming  the  slavea 
of  any  despot,  i  will  not  consent,  sir,  to  demol- 
ish the  fair  fame  of  our  Revolutionary  Army, 
that  its  fragments  mav  be  employed  in  raising  a 
monument  even  to  Wasbinqtoic. 

The  Constitution  is  as  little  endangered  by  the 
influence,  as  by  the  physical  force  which  this 
army  may  give  to  Government.  The  body  of 
electors  throughout  our  country,  is  too  numeroua 
to  be  corrupted  bv  commissions.  In  their  expec- 
tations of  office,  tnere  are  always  more  candidatea 
who  fail  than  succeed.  Disappointmeilt  will  be 
suonger  than  gntitade. 
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The  expense  of  the  wtr,  sir,  is  another  dsttfer 
by  which  the  mind  of  the  honorable  geotleroan 
is  oppressed.  The  estimate  for  the  Peace  Estab- 
lishment of  a  former  year,  proyed  inadeqnate. 
Militarv  movements  had  been  unezpectediy  re- 
ouired  from  it.  And  becanse  a  peace  estimate  is 
fonnd  not  to  answer  for  war,  the  gentleman  infers 
that  a  war  estimate  will  be  e<]ually  defective — 
nor  was  the  difference  (unless  I  am  greatly  mis« 
taken)  between  the  estimate  and  expenditure  of 
the  war  alluded  to,  as  great  as  has  been  supposed. 
The  estimate  was  for  the  support  of  the  Army. 
The  expenditure  was  for  the  support  of  the  Army, 
and  for  the  purchase  of  arms,  and  for  the  building 
of  fortifications. 

The  ability  of  this  country  to  support  a  much 
larger  force  than  is  projM&ea,  results  necessarily 
from  its  population  and  its  wealth.  By  wealth  I 
do  not  mean  its  income  in  money,  but  its  large 
aorpius  produce  beyond  the  necessary  consump- 
tion of  its  inhabitants.  On  this  circumstance  de- 
pends the  numb^  of  troops  which  a  nation  may 
maintain.  How  can  it  be  believed  that  the  sur- 
l^s  produce  of  the  United  States  is  inadequate 
to  the  support,  durins  war,  of  forty  or  fifty  thou- 
sand men.  With  a  favorable  climate  and  fertile 
soil,  and  an  industrious  people,  it  should  seem 
that  thia  nation  must  be  able  to  support  in  war, 
nearly  as  large  a  force,  in  proportion  to  its  popu- 
lation, as  any  other  State.  Yet  Sweden,  with  a 
third  of  our  population,  with  the  severest  cli mate 
attd  the  most  barren  soil,  has  maintained  larger 
armies  than  the  honorable  gentleman  supposes 
the  United  States  capable  of  supporting.  The 
expense  of  the  Army,  too,  although  the  nafion 
would  be  unable  to  bear  tt  durhig  war,  will  by, 
the  operation  of  the  funding  system^  be  chiefly 
thrown  on  yean  of  peace.  Then  it  will  diminish 
sensibly  the  profits  of  returning  commerce.  Yet, 
it  is  true,  that  in  aid  of  loans,  inienml  taxes  must 
he  resorted  to.  and  these  the  honorable  gentleman 
snpposes  that  the  people  cannot  be  persuaded  to 

P*y- 

Sir,  the  people  have  i)aid  perhaps  a  third  of 
their  moneys  to  the  experiments  of  the  restrictive 
aystem,  by  submitting  to  exclusion  from  the  trade 
of  the  rest  of  the  world  ;  they  would  probably  pay 
yet  more  to  the  monopoly  of  England,  and  I  will 
not  sunpose  that  they  can  refuse  any  sacrifice  of 
their  fortunes  to  an  honorable  defence  of  their 
lights. 

But  our  seaport  towns  are  to  be  laid  in  ashes. 
We  do  not  refrain  however  from  all  resistance  to 
the  Indians  on  our  frontier,  because  they  employ 
the  scalping  knife  and  the  torture ;  and  indigna- 
tion rather  than  fear  would  be  excited,  if  we  be- 
lieved England  the  incendiary  which  the  hono- 
rable gentleman  describes  her.  I  do  not  yet 
believe  it.  She  has  not  yet  so  far  renounced  the 
rales  of  civilized  warfare,  as  to  attack  a  town 
merely  to  destroy,  without  the  intention  or.  the 
power  to  retain  it. 

Such,  air.  are  the  dangen  to  America  which 
the  honorable  gentleman  supposes  that  a  war 
with  England  will  involve,  but  there  is  yet,  we 
are  told,  another  danger,  a  daoger  ta  England 


America,  which  eannot  raise  an  amy,  tai 
not  pay  one,  which  cannot  injure  hei  eicmy  at 
sea,  nor  in  five  years  obtain  possession  oft  coaa- 
^ry  on  its  own  holders,  eoniaining  perha^  twt 
or  three  hundred  thousand  inhabitants—Aaicrxa 
is  to  subvert  the  balance  of  Europe,  and  to  destrof 
the  nation  which  the  same  speech  reprcseaiM 
her  as  unable  to  resist.    The  Orders  ia  CoasciV 
a  conlinuahce  of  which  ia  required  neither  bf  tbe 
honor  nor  interest  of  En^landi  our  iaefieetaal  h» 
tility  can  furnish  no  motives  to  repeal.   Asd  froo 
this  ineffectual  hostility  we  are  to  refrtio,  lest  h 
subject  her  to  France*    Such  arguments,  sir,  if 
they  were  not  tneonsiatent.  would  yet  be  iotd- 
missible.    We  must  leave  the  case  of  British  \> 
teresu  to  British  statesmen. 

Yet  I  pretend  not  to  tbe  courage  which  ca 
view  witn  indifference  the  power  of  that  mu 
who  rules  sixty  mtUioos  of  active  and  ctviiizri 
Europeans,  who  directs  by  his  sole  will  the  wb&e 
force  of  a  people  juat  escaped  from  the  Tioieoa 
of  revolution,  and  uniting  to  the  submission  ot 
slavery  all  the  force  and  energy  of  freedom.  B« 
even  although  England  should  fall,  thongh  the 
trident  and  soeptre  should  he  united  in  theha»b 
of  the  Prenah  Emperor,  the  intelligent  patriai 
would  place  his  best  hopes  in  the  unbroken  spiri 
of  the  country.  We  should  be  most  effectmUr 
prepared  for  snfejeetion  ta  France  then,  by  ssb* 
mission  to  England  now. 

Mr.  HanPBR-^Mr.  Speaker :  My  apology  fer 
troublioe  the  Bouse,  in  this  Jate  atage  of  Ue  de- 
bate, is  founded  on  tbe  peculiar  situatioa  uf  my- 
self and  the  people  whom  1  hare  the  honor » 
represent.  We  are  on  the  frontier,  neighbors  tt 
the  Ganadiana,  and  kindred  to  a  portion  of  theoi. 
From  otir  connexions  and  vieiaity  we  knowthes; 
we Mspectand  revera  their  virtues;  their  foo^ 
ness  for  tranquillity ;  their  love  of  industry  ao^ 
the  rural  arts ;  and  their  veneration  for  the  fdor 
oiples  of  civil'  liberty.  Sir,  doubtless  these  peo- 
ple wish  the  blesainffs  of  a  free  Governmeot-l 
mean  one  altogether  &ee,ibrin  their  present  cootfi- 
tion  they  enjoy  no  inconaiderable  portion  of  lib- 
erty. They  ara  secured  in  the  inestimable  bles- 
sing of  a  trwl  by  a  jurr  of  their  peers — they  an 
exempt  from  the  horronofnn  arbitrary  jodieisry; 
they  are  not  liable  to  transportation  and  trial  ia 
a  foreign  country ;  and  they  cannot  be  taxed,  bot 
by  the  assent  of  their  own  Kepresentatives,freelT 
elected  by  themselves. 

Still,  as  thair  population  consists  principally  of 
hardy  yeomanry,  from  the  eight  Bastera  States, 
who  have  emigrated  thither,  who  carried  with 
them  the  principles  in  which  they  were  nartored 
and  educated,  and  to  which  in  active  life  ihtf, 
while  with  us,  were  accustomed,  they  mustrerere 
the  principles  of  our  Revolution  and  Gk>verBment, 
they  must  sigh  for  an  affiliation  with  the  great 
American  famtly-«they  must  at  least  io  their 
hearts  hail  that  day,  which  separates  them  from 
a  foreign  monarch,  and  unites  them  by  holy  sod 
unchangeable  bonds,  with  a  nation  destiaed  to 
rule  a  continent  by  equal  laws,  flowing  from  the 
free  will  of  a  generouaond  inaependent  people. 

Sir,  I  hold  theaa  ptopla  in  high  catiotntioB;  if 
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omeof  their  fathers  siDiiedi  I  wooM  n6t  visit  the 
DJquity  OQ  the  children — to  tbeift  I  would  extend 
he  affeetioD  t)f  a  brother ;  and  even  the  follies  of 
be  father  I  would  cover  with  the  mantle  i>f 
blivioD. 

But,  sir,  although  I  do  not  doubt  the  desire  of 
tese  Canadian^  to  be  with  us  associated,  although 
am  persuaded  that  sach  an  union  will  advance 
le  interests  of  all,  yet  desire  is  often  opposed  by 
oty,  which  must  and  will  be  obeyed,  by  those 
rbo  are^  and  those  who  are  fit  to  oe  citizens  of 
lis  Republic. 

I  was  therefore  |MiineJ  at  hearing  the  sugges- 
on,  that  our  conquest  was  founded,  not  on  our 
irn  strength,  but  on  the  iofidelit^r  of  the  subjects 
fa  foreign  Pdwer;  on  mental  if  not  practical 
essoD.  This  policy  I  if  adopted,  will  expose  the 
eople  of  the  Canadas  to  a  hazard,  which  they 
aght  not  to  incur — to  rise  without  a  special  cause 
saiostthe  lawful  sovereign,  or  toincnr  the  odiom 
f  treachery,  and  as  it  may  be  to  meet  the  conse- 
aent  punishment  of  an  offended  monarch.  It  is 
roel  and  unjust  as  it  relates  to  them  ;  il  is  ini- 
olitic  as  it  relates  to  ourselves. 
These  lures  which  we  offer  ma^r  be  held  out 
y others;  and  hereafter  the  doctrines  We  now 
)culcate,may  be  applied  to  our  own  dismefflber«> 
teot  and  ruin. 

No,  sir,  leti2s  redress' our  multiplied  injuries  by 
or  own  strength;  let  us  shun  connexions  whn 
II  foreign  Powers ;  let  us  rise  in  our  majest)r,  and 
rill  (hat  the  northern  provinces  shall  be  free— 
leir  freedom  will  be  certain  ;  our  enemy  will  be 
onisbed ;  the  savages  will  be  held  in  check,  and 
or  Government  will  be  enabled  to  execute  its 

These  prefatory  remarks  ai'e  founded  on  the 
elief,  that  it'is  the  determination  of  Government 
)  make  war  against  Great  Britain;  to  which 
leasure  I  give  my  assent. 

This  assent  is  founded  on  a  full  and  firm  con- 
iction  of  the  necessity  of  a  change  of  measures/ 
od  that  it  is  more  prudent,  and  mote  for  the  in- 
?rest  of  the  Government  of  this  nation  to  advance 
)  war,  than  to  recede  to  the  relations  of  a  neutral 
atioD,  as  explained  at  present  ^y  the  British 
io?ernment. 

Sir,  our  present  situation,  of  all  others,  is  the 
Qost  calculated  to  depress  the  spirits  of  our  peo- 
'le;  to  unnerve  the  GovernmenI ;  to  demoralize 
he  citizens,  and  to  introduce  that  system  of  frauil 
od  chicane,  which  advances  the  unprincipled, 
Dd  beggars  the  virtuous;  which  creates  a  cott« 
ict  between  the  planting  and  the  farming  inter* 
St,  for  at  present  a  great  }K)rtion  of  the  latter 
irives,  while  the  former  is  perishing:  which 
rrays  against  each  other  the  great  interests  of 
griculture  and  commerce ;  which  holds  out  false 
ires  to  the  manufacturers,  and  virtually  offers 
eyen  millions  of  dollars  (the  amount  of  our  du- 
iesoo  importations  of  British  commerce)  to  illicit 
raders. 

There  must,  there  will  be  a  change  of  measures. 
Ve  shall  either  recede  from  the  conflict,  or  we 
Aust  vindicate  our  rights  by  the  sword.  We 
aoBot  remain  as  we  are.    We  are  a  Republic ; 


ours  is  a  Government  of  opinion,  not  .of  force. 
The  nation  demands  measures  of  spirit,  of  energv ; 
it  demands  redress  of  grievances  and  security  lor 
the  future — it  requires  us  to  turn  our  energy 
against  the  enemy,  not  against  ourselves.  A  syax 
tern  which  in  adverse  times  diverts  the  angry  pas^ 
sions  from  those  who  injure  us,  to  our  own  Gov« 
ernaieot,  is  unwise  and  cannot  endure.  Indeed 
such  a  system  has  never  been  found  practicable 
in  mooarchie»— its  success  under  the  present  iron 
despotism  of  Surope  remains  to  be  uetermined* 
In  former  times,  the  House  of  Bourbon,  asmon* 
archs,  while  at  peace  and  enjoying  general  trade,, 
vainly  strove  tO'guard  a  frontier  of  France  of  leaa 
than  four  hundred  miles,  by  an  army  of  twenty 
thousand  men,  from  the  introdudtion  of  German 
laces  and  silks.    They  never  suoceeded. 

England,  where  more  power  is  concentrated 
in  less  compass  than  ever  happened  to  any  other 
nation  on  earth,  with  all  her  systen^  of  vigor  and 
terror,  with  all  her  fleets^  her  custom-house  and 
excise  officers,  strives  in  vain,  even  now  in  time 
of  war,  to  exclude  the  wines  and  brandies  of 
France.  Her  public  men  retire,  every  Autumni 
to  the  seacoast,  where  they  are  indulged  in  these 
luxuries,  at  a  price  by  retail  less  than  her.  duties. 
In  our  Revolution,  though  traffic  with  the  Brit* 
ish  was  punishable  by  death,  yet  the  British  army 
was  well  fed.  by  men  not  Tories,  while  the 
American  army  was  starving  in  New  Jersey,  and 
so  naked  and  unprovided  for,  that  their  route 
might  be  traced  by  the  blood  which  they  left  be- 
hind them.  . 

'  What,  sir,  happened  under  our  embargo  jaws, 
which  were,  when  laid,  wise  as  measures  of  pre- 
caution ?  Where  were  the  articles  of  provisioii 
that  perished  under  these  laws?  Sir,  the  cases 
did  not  occur.  Everything  calculated  for  a  for- 
eign market  was  sent  abroad.  There  were  not 
on  hand  the  usual  supply  of  these  articles,  when 
the  embargo  was  removed ;  and  what  is  more 
extraordinary,  without  any  material  alteration  in 
foreign  conntries,  they  fell  in  price  in  six  weeks 
after  the  removal  of  the  embargo. 

Sir,  these  restrictions  cannot  be  useful  in  the 
present  state  of  society.  We  might  inflict  very 
considerable  sufferings  on  those  who  injure  us,  if 
the  laws  we  make  could  be  strictly  executed  ;  but 
we  have  to  act  for  human  nature  as  it  is ;  not  as 
we  might  wish  it,  nor  as  it  ought  to  be.  And  in 
the  construction  of  laws  and  regulations,  the  wis- 
dom of  the  legislator  is  not  more  established  by 
the  intrinsic  merits  of  his  acts,  than  by  the  facil- 
ity and  certainty  of  their  execution. 

History  has  proved  that  commerce  and  civili- 
zation are  twin  sisters:  they  go  hand-in-hand 
through  the  nations  of  the  earth ;  and  he  who  at«- 
tempts  to  preserve  the  latter,  without  allowing 
the  former,  will  discover  in  the  end  his  ignorance 
of  men  and  things. 

Sir,  continue  your  present  state  of  things,  and 
your  revenue  will  be  lost;  your  country  may  suf- 
fer some  for  those  articles  which  are  of  most  gen* 
eral  use,  and  consequently  the  manufacturers  of 
,  Britain  may  be  injured,  and  this  may  induce  them 
to  act  on  cheir  Gkivernment :  but  this  nation  wilt 
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be  inundated  with  (he  more  Faluabl«  floods — ^and 
.whatever  of  sufieriog  there  may  be,  will  manifest 
itself  in  the  interior. 

While  these  considerations  lead  me  to  a  decided 
opinion  agrainst  our  present  attitude,  and  a  regard 
for  the  Go?ernment  and  nation  inspires  me  with 
a  belief  that  it  is  improper  to  recede,  I  cannot  but 
express  my  regret  at  the  prospect  of  war ;  a  regret 
which  arises,  in  some  degree,  from  a  knowledge 
of  its  evils^-of  the  peaceful  character  of  our  cit- 
izens— of  the  value  of  a  citizen  in  this  new  na- 
tion— of  the  shock  which  it  must  occasion  to  onr 
institutions— and  more  especially  of  the  present 
state  of  the  world,  where  no  balance  is  found, 
either  on  land  or  on  water ;  and  where^  before  the 
rip^hts  of  a  peaceful  nation  can  be  fully  enjoyed, 
a  just  balance  must  be  created  for  each  element. 

Yet,  with  all  these  objections,  lam  coustrarned, 
by  a  sense  of  duty,  to  give  my  vote  for  these  war 
measures. 

Having  thus  stated  the  motives  which  will  in- 
duce me  to  vote  for  the  army,  I  proceed  to  re- 
mark, that  I  would  be  understood  as  voting  an 
army  for  the  efficient  purposes  of  war,  not  as  a 
means  of  negotiation.  I  pray  to  God,  that  he 
may  open  the  eyes  of  the  British  Government  to 
the  interests  of  their  renowned  nation,  and  save 
OS,  them,  and  the  world,  from  the  evils  of  the  im- 
pending conflict ;  by  inducing  them  to  return  to 
Us  our  injured  seamen  ;  to  refrain  from  further 
impressments,  and  according  to  their  promise,  to 
revoke  their  Orders  in  Council  and  blockades,  un- 
supported by  competent  force. 

But  on  our  part,  negotiation  is,  and  ought  to  be 
ended.  We  cannot  offer  any  new  proposition. 
Our  Administration  has  exhausted  their  own, 
our,  and  the  nation'spatience.  The  season  of 
action  has  arrived.  We  have  evinced  every  dis- 
position to  conciliate — to  make  reasonable  allow- 
ances for  the  unprecedented  condition  of  Europe, 
and  to  yield  those  portions  of  our  neutral  rignts 
which  are  not  considered  essential  to  our  exist- 
ence as  a  nation.  Instead  of  corresponding  sen- 
timents of  friendship,  and  perhaps,  I  may  say,  of 
sympathy,  we  have  met  with  accumulated  insults. 
Our  citizens  are  impressed  and  compelled  to  fight, 
not  only  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain,  but  their 
own  friends  and  kindred.  In  every  sea  our  flag 
is  violated,  and  our  merchants  are  robbed  of  their 
bard-earned  wealth,  and  even  the  products  of  our 
soiL  In  our  own  .waters,  our  citizens,  in  their 
lawful  pursuits,  have  been  inhumanly  murdered| 
and  our  towns  partially  invested  :  to  cap  the  cli- 
max, she  now,  after  a  fruitless  war  with  France  i 
of  eighteen  years — ^afterher  own  promise  to  revoke 
her  Orders  in  Council,  when  the  French  edicts 
were  revoked,  refuses  to  remove  her  obstructions 
to  commerce,  according  to  her  promise;  and, 
against  every  rule  of  the  law  of  nations,  demands 
o?  us,  most  of  whose  articles  are  excluded  from 
European  commerce,  to  dictate  to  Europe  the 
terms  on  whichBritisn,  not  American,  goods  shall 
be  admitted  into  the  Continent.  A  proposition 
BO  monstrous  cannot  be  the  subject  of  a  discussion. 
It  bespeaks  a  determination  to  rule  usi  and  can 


only  be  answered  by  aa  appeal  to  the  Qoi  aC 
Battles. 

Sir,  as  to  the  force  contemplated  by  the  bill,! 
have,  at  times,  en  tertained  doubts.  It,  at  first  ri«w, 
appeared  to  me  scarcely  equal  to  the  iiaia- 
ment  of  our  objects.  Again,  I  reflected  ca  tbe 
spirit  of  our  yeomanry — on  their  readioess  to 
avenge  our  country's  wrongs — on  the  disci[tSka« 
and  military  skill  of  that  section  of  the  Uaioaic 
which  I  belong:  I  speak  only  of  that  section,  sir, 
because  I  know  but  little  of  the  state  of  tLe  mr 
litia  out  of  New  England ;  and  1  thought  ve 
might  safely  rely  on  a  smaller  regular  armj  u 
first,  and  a  large  volunteer  force. 

But,  sir,  reflecting  on  the  history  of  our  Rer»> 
lution — on  the  time  necessary  to  train  troops  f»r 
the  field,  on  the  evils  resulting  from  vohotctn 
withdrawing  from  the  service  at  a  critical  mr 
ment,  on  the  double  expense  of  marching  ct 
corps  to.  wbileanother  is  marching  from  the  Amy, 
on  the  double  loss  of  the  labor  of  these  men  ii^'k 
the  pursuits  of  agriculture,  and  on  the  sage  adnn 
of  theiremortal  Wasbingtox,  so  repeatedly  gim 
to  the  Revolutionary  Congress:  I  am  led  cooeii- 
aively  to  the  opinion,  that  the  true  interests  of  tu 
nation  require  that  we  should  raise  the  full  caa- 
plement  of  men  in  this  bill  mentioned. 

In  addition  to  these,  lam  in  favor  ofacorpiof 
at  least  fifky  thousand  volunteers.  It  is  not  pre* 
dent  to  despise  any  enemy, more  especially  Grtii 
Britain,  who  ridea  Clueen  of  the  Waters  ;aai 
notwitliauioding  all  her  employment  for  troopv 
may  furnish  the  Canadas  with  a  considerable 
army.  At  this  moment,  sir,  her  regular  force  i; 
Canada  is  not  coiKempti  ble .  S  he  has  there  ibcBt 
eight  thousand  disciplined  troops,  and  iveiTt 
tbousaiid  volunteer  mUitia,  who  have  beea  occa^ 
sionally  trained  for  two  years.  She  has  efery 
munition  of  war ;  her  forts  are  strong — particu* 
larly   duebec.    On   the  St.  Lawrence,  and  ui 

?;reat  Western  waters,  she  has  vessels  of  warioi 
orees  to  be  overpowered.  She  will  have  all  bet 
armies  well  provided,  and  her  posts  well  provj- 
ioned  for  a  great  length  of  time.  The  populatioi 
(which  prudence  requires  that  we  should  ovet* 
come)  is  at  least  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousaoi; 
which  will  allow  of  her  drawin^r  forth  an  addi* 
tional  body  of  thirty  thousand  militia.  Nor  vt 
we  to  atop  here.  Our  regimenu  will  nev<>r  be 
filled  with  an  efficient  soldiery  for  field  service: 
we  cannot  calculate,  to  fight  our  battles,  on  more 
than  two-thirds  of  the  number  we  enlist.  Maof 
of  these  must  be  employed  on  different  serriccs^ 
you  will  have  to  garrison  their  forts  after  takio{ 
them  ;  you  will  have  to  command  all  the  riren 
9nd  passes  into  and  out  of  the  country ;  you  viw. 
have  convoys  for  provisions ;  men  to  guard  yoar 
camps,  and  all  the  evils  to  encounter  wbicli  v^ 
incident  to  an  invading  force. 

Our  eflbrta  will  not  be  limited  to  this  enterprise. 
We  have  a  frontier  of  savages,  for  seventeen  hua- 
dred  miles,  to  bridle  and  hold  in  awe;  aodasea* 
coast  of  as  many  more,  to  protect  and  defcoii. 
On  which  coast  there  are  many  cities  of  great 
value,  and  consequently  presenting  great  object! 
of  piund^c    Nof  will  your  able  and  wily  eneisf 
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orget  tbe  mouth  of  the  Mississippi— 4he  poues- 
iion  of  Florida,  or  tbat  durable  evil,  wbicb  all 
iDderstaod.  and  no  ooe  oaght  to  depict.* 

Yet  we  baFe  not  found  a  limit  for  your  efforts : 
lie  proriDces  of  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Sco- 
is  must  fall.  Tbe  Bahamas  must  no  longer  annoy 
s.  As  long  as  tbey  and  Halifax  furnisb  tbe 
eets  of  England  with  water,  naval  stores,  docks. 
rharTes,  dbc^  so  long,  in  war,  this  nation  will  be 
nerously  annoyed. 

This  is  a  just,  though  faint  picture  of  tbe  efforts 
ou  are  to  make,  and  these  efforts  are  to  he  con- 
naed  for  a  length  of  time.  The  idea  which 
jrne  advance  of  a  momentary  conflict,  in  my 
pinion  is  unfounded.  One  nation  may  induce  to 
rar — although  that  is  not  our  case — it  ukes  two 
)  return  to  peace.  Still,  I  believe  the  energies 
od  meaus  of  the  nation  are  adequate  to  its  exi- 
encies.  I  believe  we  ought  not  to  despond  ;  on 
le  contrary.  I  have  no  doubt  we  shall  retire  from 
le  war  with  increased  strength  and  vigor.  At 
le  same  time,  I  do  not  consider  tliat  this  conflict 
to  be  likened  to  a  party  of  pleasure,  or  tbat  the 
reat  and  permanent  objects  of  the  war  are  to  be 
lined  and  held  exclusivel>r  by  volunteers. 
Sir,  the  spirit  of  tbe  nation  is  roused.-  It  de* 
lands  of  us  firm  and  strong  measures.  The  pub- 
z  mind,  inflamed  by  indignities  offered,  is  turned 
•  war.  To  make  it,  is  not  oniy  our  policy,  but 
ir  duty.  To  make  it  succesefully,  usefully  to 
e  nation,  usefully  to  the  Government,  requires 
ily  vigor  and  energy.  The  war,  to  remain  pop- 
ar,  mast  be  b^iliiaB^^and  liberal  expenditures 
\d  an  overwhelming  force  in  the  outset,  will,  in 
le  end,  be  the  true  economy  of  blood  and  treasure. 
Within  our  reach,  are  the  ample  means  of  re- 
ess.  The  northern  provinces  of  Britain  are  to 
\  great  and  valuable  objects.  Once  secured  to 
is  Republic,  and  tbe  St.  Lawrence  and  the 
akes  become  tbe  Baltic,  and  more  than  the  Bal- 
:  to  America ;  north  of  them  a  population  of 
ur  millions  may  easily  be  supported ;  and  this 
eat  outlet  of  the  northern  world,  should  be  at 
ir  command,  for  our  convenience  and  future  se- 
rity.  To  me,  sir,  it  appears  tbat  the  Author  of 
ature  has  marked  our  limits  in  the  south,  by  the 
ulf  of  Alexico ;  and  on  the  north,  by  the  regions 
eternal  frost. 

I  cannot  close  these  observations,  without  re- 
arking  on  what  fell  from  an  honorable  member 
>m  Georgia,  (Mr.  Taotjp,)  when  the  report  of 
e  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  which  em- 
iced  the  present  subject  in  its  abstract  form,  was 
fore  this  House.  The  gentleman  remarked, 
rhat  ten  thousand  British  troops  could  march 
in  Canada  to  Boston."  Sir,  I  do  not  doubt  the 
icerity  or  patriotism  of  that  gentleman,  but  his 
nark  evinced  a  want  of  knowledge,  in  relation 
the  country  of  which  be  spoke.  If  the  gentle- 
in  larill  turn  to  the  pages  of  the  Revolutionary 
ir,  he  will  find  that  Gtreat  Britain,  with  armies 
rorty  thousand  meo^  never  pitched  a  tent  in 
w  Eingland,  except  m  the  then  wilds  of  Ver- 
»ot.     He  will  fiou,  that  the  pride  of  England 
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was  humbled  at  Breed's  Hill,  by  men  called  from 
their  farms,  by  the  tolling  of  the  village  belts  : 
He  will  find  that  an  army  of  nearly  tbe  number 
which  be  mentioned,  was  crippled  by  the  immor- 
tal Starke,  and  surrendered  tu  Gates  at  Sara- 
toga, who  had  but  few  troops,  except  the  eastern 
yeomanry.  By  examining  the  pages  of  history 
he  will  find,  that  no  hostile  force  ever  passed  the 
smooth  flowing  waters  of  the  Connecticut :  nor, 
sir,  do  I  hesitate  to  say,  tbat  the  army  which  con- 
quered at. Austerliiz  could  not  march  through 
New  England. 

This,  sir,  is  not  gasconade — for,  should  the  trial 
ever  arrive,  I  pledge  myself  to  my  nation  and  my 
countrymen,  to  unite  with  the  hardy  and  patriotic 
sons  of  the  North,  in  repelling  every  hostile  foe. 

Mr.  WinaERY  observed,  that  tbe  gentleman  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  Shbffbt)  had  said,  this  country  is 
not  competent  to  go  to  war  with  Great  Britain. 
This,  said  Mr.  W.,  is  nothing  new.  When  we 
were  about  to  enter  upon  our  Revolutionary  war, 
we  were  told  tbat  Great  Britain  ruled  the  world, 
and  that,  if  we  attempted  to  go  to  war  with  her. 
we  should  be  beaten,  and  considered  and  treated 
as  rebels  to  our  King.  Indeed,  this  was  so  confi- 
dently said,  that  be  was  at  first  inclined  to  believe 
it.  It  was  some  time  before  he  could  persuade 
himself  tbat  two  millions  of  undisciplined  Amer- 
icans could  cone  with  tbe  British  nation,  then  in 
her  full  tide  ot  prosperity.  But,  said,  he,  we  did 
not  stop  then  to  inquire  whether  any  of  our  neigh- 
bors wanted  great  coats  or  blankets.  Though  we 
were  then  in  our  infaocsTi  we  entered  into  the 
coatest  with  a  determination  to  succeed ;  ai|d  it 
is  well  known  tbat  we  captured  two  of  her  armies } 
and  if  we  could  do  this  in  our  infancy,  when  we 
had  to  contend  with  enemies  in  our  own  coun- 
try, and  in  our  own  houses,  are  we  now,  said  hci 
to  be  told,  when  all  art  unanimous,  that  we  are 
not  able  to  eoatend  with  the  British ;  but  that  we 
must,  like  cowardly  poltroons, surrender  ourselves, 
and  leave  our  deacendanU  in  the  hands  of  tyrants  f 
He  trusted  not.  We  are  now,  said  he,  three  times 
the  number  we  were  then.  We  then  met  the  Brit- 
ish with  effect,  and  surely  we  can  do  so  now. 

But,  we  are  told,  a  war  will  be  very  expensive. 
Granted.  What  is  money?  What  is  all  our  prop- 
erty, compared  with  our  honor  and  our  liberty  1 
It  is  not  commerqe  only  for  which  we  are  about 
to  fight,  but  for  our  freedom  also :  nor  had  we  ever 
so  favorable  a  time  as  the  present  for  making  a 
stand.  Nations,  said  he,  consider  their  own  inter- 
est; and  if  Great  Britain  considers  her's,  she  has 
more  to  do  at  home  than  she  can  manage ;  but, 
if  she  will  persist  in  keeping  in  force  her  Orders 
in  Council,  we  must  defend  our  rightSii 

But,  we  are  told,  the  citizens  of  this  country 
will  not  enter  into  the  war.  He  could  not,  how- 
ever, believe  that  tbe  free-born  sons  of  America 
would  lie  down,  under  a  calculating  avarice,  and 
see  their  commerce  and  liberties  destroyed.  If 
this  were  to  be  the  case,  he  did  not  wish  to  live 
any  longer.  If  a  Government  is  not  worth  sup- 
porting with  our  lives,  it  is  not  worth  having. 

But,  we  are  going  to  enter  into  a  Cluixotio  war 
for  honor,  says  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.    He 
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was  sorry,  at  this  time  of  day,  to  hear  the  honor 
of  a  DatioD  spoken  of  so  lightly.  Would  it  not  be 
dishonorable  in  a  dation  to  give  up  her  acknowl- 
edged rights  wilhbot  resistance  ?  The  same  rea- 
5oning  would  lead  a  man,  when  he  was  struck  by 
another,  to  endeaTor  to  make  his  escape ;  and  if 
he  could  outrun  his  assailant,  it  would  be  well. 
Or,  if  a  man  takes  possession  of  your  house,  on 
the  same  principle  you  roust  leave  him  there,  and 
escape  to  your  barn,  for  fear  of  entering  into  any 
scuffle  with  him.  If,  said  he.  we  mean  to  act  in 
this  way,  we  had  better  break  up  and  go  home. 
Before  Congress  met,  all  parte  of  the  country  were 
anxious  that  they  should  get  together.  The  peo- 
ple felt  the  country  was  insui(ed,and  they  wished 
their  wrongs  redressed.  But  if,  after  we  get  here, 
we  do  nothing,  we  had  belter  bare  remained  at 
borne.  It  had  been  said,  that  the  British  would 
lay  waste  our  cities;  but  where,  said  he,  will  be 
our  gunboats  at  that  time  ?  Wbile  they  are  sta- 
tioned in  our  harbors,  he  defied  any  British  ves- 
sels of  war  from  entering  to  do  any  serious  mis- 
chief. He  had  a  high  opinion  of  the  usefulness 
of  our  gunboats  for  the  protection  of  our  harbors. 

But.  it  was  asked,  will* you  take  advantage  of 
Great  Britain,  when  she  is  fighting  the  battles  of 
the  world  ?  She  is  not  fighting  our  battles ;  and 
if  she  continues  to  use  us  as  she  has  done,  I  would 
take  every  advantage  of  her.  Indeed,  we  must 
either  give  up  our  commerce  entirely,  or  defend 
ourselves  against  that  Power.  God  and  Nature 
have  given  us  an  extensive  seacoast,  and  we  ought 
to  make  a  proper  use  of  it. 

But,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  says,  Great 
Britain  has  a  right  to  take  her  subjects  from  on 
board  our  vessels.  This,  Mr.  W.  denied.  After 
they  had  been  duly  naturalized  in  this  country, 
they  were  as  much  our  citizens  as  if  they  had  been 
born  here.  But,  said  Mr.  W.,  they  not  only  seize 
men  of  this  description,  but  native-born  citizens. 
I  know  it :  I  have  seen  several  whom  I  know  to 
to  be  of  this  deseription^^-sons  of  my  neighbors. 

The  Army  now  proposed  to  be  raised  had  been 
compared  to  that  raised  in  1798;  but  he  said  the 
eoltuparison  would  not  hold.  That  Army  was 
raised  under  the  pretence  of  meeting  a  French 
invasion,  when  it  was  known  France  had  not  a 
vessel  which  could  leave  her  ports.  Much  was 
said  about  the  ship  Ocean  and  her  passengers 
being  taken,  but  they  afterwards  arrived  in  this 
country  in  safety.  The  people  of  the  United 
States  were  not  like  the  people  of  Europe,  who 
knew  nothin|r  but  the  trades  at  which  they  worked 
for  their  living— saw  that  the  talk  of  French  in- 
vasion had  no  foundation,  and  they  would  not 
enter  the  Army.  But  the  case  is  very  different 
now.  The  people  know  the  object  for  which  the 
Army  is  to  be  raised — they  feel  it-^and  they  will 
fight  in  defence  of  their  country. 

Mr.  McKiM  conceived  it  to  be  his  duty  to  offer 
a  few  observations  on  this  bill,  before  the  ques- 
tion was  taken.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Sbsfpet)  had  said  that  our  exports  to  France 
and  her  dominions  amounted  only  to  two  millions 
a  year.  For  himselt*,  he  did  not  consider  the 
injury  of  which  we  complained  as  |t  pecuniary 


injury ;  it  wan  the  loss  of  a  rtght  to  vend  on  esa- 
merce  to  any  country  which  we  ckoosc;  for  ike 
prohibition  of  the  British  excludes  os  from  trad- 
ing to  the  United  Netherlands,  Hambarg, titd  Bre- 
men, France,  Spain,  Portugal,  and  Italy ;  tovkick 
places  he  found,  by  a  recurrence  to  the  retnru 
from  the  Treasury  Department  fort  be  yeailSlO. 
we  exported  goods  to  the  amount  of  upirardsoi 
twenty-five  millions  of  dollars;  so  tiiat  thegtu- 
tleman  fjrom  Virginia  has  made  an  error  in  his 
statement  of  twenty-three  millions  of  dollars.  Aci 
a  large  proportion  of  the  gentleman'a  ari^Qosi 
being  drawn  from  this  statement,  it  of  coarse  bi 
no  foundation^ 

Mr.  Sbepfbt  inquired  whether  the  geotlemi 
from  Maryland  had  included  nothing  in  bisotr 
mate  but  our  own  products? 
•  Mr.'  McKtM  replied,  that  his  statements  n- 
eluded  the  whole  amount  of  our  exports  to  i» 
places  which  he  had  mentJODed,fts  be  eonsiderti 
it  immaterial  whether  we  exported  our  owopr> 
doce  or  the  produce  of  the  West  India  Islaadi 
which  had  been  received  in  return  for  that  pr> 
dnce.  He  had  included  Spain  and  Ports^ 
though  there  bad  be^n  a  subsequent  permi^na 
for  our  vessels  to  go  to  those  ports ;  but  he  \Ai 
said  nothing  of  the  ports  of  the  Adriatic,  as  Jii 
knowledge  of  the  geography  of  tha$  country  wn 
not  sufficient  to  ascertain  the  precise  exteot^ 
the  British  blockade.  If,  said  Mr.  McKim,  Grat 
Britain  shall  be  permitted  to  interdict  us  from  a 
commerce  amounting  to  twenty-five  millions i 
year,  what  is  to  hinder  her  from  interdicting  a 
from  carrying  on  any  commerce  whatever;  bs 
it  was  n6t  the  pecuniary  loss,  great  as  it  was.  of 
which  he  principally  complained,  it  was  tkeii«- 
privation  of  an  indisputed  right,  which  ii  wa 
our  duty  to  maintain  at  all  hazards ;  for,  if  we 
give  up  one  right,  we  give  a  mortgage  upon  aad 
endanger  all  our  rights.  For  his  part,  he  wai 
for  malting  a  stand  on  the  present  occasico,  that 
we  might  pass  down^  our  rights  undimioisbed  to 
oti r  posterity. 

Mr.  Shbfpbt  said,  in  his  estimates,  he  M 
confined  himself  to  the  exports  of  our  produc- 
tions, and  not  the  export  of  articles  of  ford|a 
growth,  and  insisted  upon  the  correctness  of  b» 
statements. 

Mr.  MACt3N  wished  to  make  a  few  observatioct 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill.  He  apprehended  greii 
inconyenienees  would  arise  from  the  passage  of 
the  bill  in  its  present  form,  on  accouiit  of  its 
containing  a  different  arrangement  for  raisisg 
the  troops  from  any  other  establishment  in  tke 
nation.  Will  not,  said  he,  every  new  organiza- 
tion in  the  Army  introduce  discordance?  Hare 
we  not  seen  the  effects  produced  by  havio^  two 
differently  constructed  corps  already,  aad  will 
not  the  inconvenience  be  increased  6y  a  third? 
He  was  willing  to  have  voted  for  the  10,000  men 
asked  for  by  the  Executive,  and  would  afterwards 
have  gone  farther,  if  necessary.  But  he  disliked 
the 


com 


proposed  arrangement.  Had  there  bees  asr 
— .» plaints,  he  asked,  of  oor  old  organ izatioo? 
It  carried  us  through  the  Revolution,  aod  ht 
thought  might  still  be  relied  upon.    In  propor- 
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D  as  different  arrto|rements  are  introdaeed  into 
•  Army,  will  you  introduce  discordance  and 
1  fusion.  An  army  should  be  but  one  body, 
i  ought  to  be  moved  bot  by  one  soul. 
t  appeared  to  htm  tliat  this  objection  was  a 
y  material  one  to  the  bill,  and,  if  he  believed 
h  a  motion  would  prerai).  he  would  now 
re  to  recommit  the  blll^  in  order  that  these 
ops  might  be  put  upon  the  same  plan  with 
«e  already  in  existence.  He  had  another  ob* 
lion  to  the  bill,  in  its  present  form.  In  the 
use  giving  land  to  the  soldiers  there  Is  no  pro- 
ion  which  prohibits  them  from  disposing  of  it, 
ich  there  certainly  ought  to  be.  But  ne  had 
hope  of  getting  any  amendment  to  the  bill 
er  he  had  seen  the  manner  in  which  other  at^ 
apts  at  amendment  had  been  made.  Com- 
risoDS  had  been  made.  Mr.  M.  said,  between 
I  limes  of  1798  and  the  present.  There  was 
likeness  except  in  this :  It  was  then  usual  for 
)ngress  to  pass  one  bill,  in  order  to  make  it 
cessary  to  pass  another.  What  was  the  situa- 
m  of  things  at  that  tirae^  It  had  been  emphat- 
lily  called  the  ''Reign  of  Terror.'*  Was  not 
I  Rogue's  March  played  at  the  door  of  one  of 
t  most  distinguished  members  of  the  then  Con- 
ess,  and  other  acts  of  extravagance  done,  and 
IS  not  the  Sedition  Act  passed  to  prevent  us 
)m  complaining? 

Mr.  M.  said,  he  should  have  been  glad  to  have 
ted  for  the  bill  but  for  the  objections  which  he 
d  stated  to  it.  He  believed  every  gentleman 
IS  satisfied  tbat  something  must  be  done ;  but 
'  did  not  like  to  pass  one  bill  to  make  another 
icessary. 

The  party  which  opposed  the  raising  of  the 
rmy  in  1798,  did  not  believe  it  was  intended  to 
lerate  against  France,  hecause  they  could  see 
I  object  on  which  it  could  be  employed.-* 
bey  saw  the  black  cockade  mounted,  and  they 
sard  every  one  denounced  who  did  not  mount 
.  But  there  is  nothing  like  this  now.  If  we 
ly  we  will  not  defend  oqr  right  tp  carry  our  pro- 
ice  to  a  market^  it  is  not  worth  our  while  to 
ake  it.  If  vou  give  up  an  acknowledged  right, 
>u  acknowledge  some  superior  power.  Why 
id  we  lay  the  embargo,  ana  pass  our  restrictive 
iws,  but  to  avoid  the  situation  into  Which  we 
aYe  now  got?  He  approved  of  one  of  thoae 
leasares,  but  not  of  the  rest.  If  Great  Britain 
^ouid  only  do  what  France  has  done,  there 
'ould  be  an  end  of  the  dispute.  Is  there  a  man 
I  the  House  tbat  wishes  another  attempt  at  ne- 
otiation,  or  one  that  wishes  to  go  to  war  if  it 
ottld  possibly  be  avoided  ? 
We  are  now,  said  Mr;  M..  ap|iroachin^  that 
tate  of  things  which  we  ought  to  have  come  to 
^rs  ago.  If  we  cannot  fight  by  paper  restric- 
ions,  we  must  meet  force  by  force.  If  we  can- 
ot  do  this,  it  is  time  we  put  ou^seives  under  the 
ntection  of  some  other  Power.  B  very  attempt 
fhich  has  been  made  to  keep  off  the  approach- 
Dg  crisis  has  proved  ineffectual.  As  soon  ae  the 
lornet,  which  carried  out  the  President's  Mes- 
>ge,and  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
^tiations,  returns,  if  no  redress  is  offered^  we 


most  go  to  war.  For  where  is  the  difference  be- 
tween stopping  our  produce  between  New  York 
and  Albany,  and  stopping  it  between  New  York 
and  any  other  market  ?  * 

No  gentleman  has  yet  pointed  ont  any  other 
course.  Even  the  gentleman  from  Vireinia,  (Mr. 
Sbeffet.)  whose  talents  he  very  much  admired, 
though  lie  had  objected  to  the  course  proposed, 
had  not  offered  any  other. 

Much  hftd  been  said  about  the  ^trerigth  of  this 
Government.  Some  think  it  is  not  strong  enough ; 
but  if  there  be  any  strong  Qovernmeot  in  the 
world  it  must  be  this  Government,  and  what 
gives  it  this  strength  is  the  attachment  of  the 
people  to  it ;  and  it  is  as  strong  under  an  unpop- 
ular as  a  popular  Administration,  because  the 
people  know  there  is  a  time  approaching  when 
they  can  change  the  Administration,  if  they  do 
not  like  it. 

With  respect  to  our  getting  an  arm^r,  it  will 
depend  very  much  upon  the  persons  appointed  for 
officers;  if  they  be  men  In  whom  the  people  have 
confidence,  we  shall  get  an  army;  but  if  not,  we 
shall  get  no  army. 

There  was  something  in  the  history  of  our  af- 
fkirs  with  Great  Britain  which  had  not  been 
mentioned,  which  goes  to  show  the  strong  claim 
which  this  Government  has  upon  Great  Britain. 
He  meant  the  conduct  of  Sir  William  Scott,  in 
declining  to  give  judgment  in  the  case  of  the 
Fox,  when  he  heard  the  Berlin  and  Milan  de- 
crees were  repealed.  So  strongly  was  he  per- 
suaded that  the  Orders  in  Coqncil  would  be  re- 
pealed in  consequence,  that  he  stopped  all  pro- 
ceedings in  the  case  of  the  vessel  under  consid- 
eration until  he  received  Ihstructioos  from  jthe 
Ministry. 

Something  had  been  said  on  thk  subject  of  our  ' 
export  trade.  There  was  only  one  way,  in  the 
present  state  of  things,  to  come  at  a  knowledge 
of  that.  We  can  never  tell  where  the  articles 
exported  are  consumed.  Two-thirds  of  the  to- 
bacco shipped  from  this  country  are  shipped  to 
England,  though  one-seventh  is  only  consumed 
in  tbat  country.  The  usual  way  is  to  ship  to 
Cowesand  a  market.  No  reliance  can  be  placed 
upon  the  custom-house  books,  except  as  to  the 
total  amount  of  exports  and  imports. 

But  the  real  question  is  not,  as  has  been  stated^ 
the  amount  of  the  loss  we  susti|in.  If  our  trade 
be  confined,  however,  to  Great  Britain  and  her 
possessions,  our  produce  will  not  pay  for  its 
freight ;  as  it  is  well  known  that  a  great  part  of 
what  was  heretofore  sent  thither  was  consumed 
on  the  Continent,  which  could  not  now  be  the 
case. 

If  we  are  to  have  war,  said  Mr.  M.,  it  is  not 
sought  by  us.  If  it  were,  there  would  have  been 
no  delay.  The  Hornet  would  not  have  been  sent 
to  England  as  a  last  step,  or  he  might  call  it  a 
step  beyond  the  last.  If  ever  a  Government 
showed  a  disposition  to  remain  at  peace,  this 
Government  had  shown  that  disposition  for  the 
last  seven  or  eight  years. 

Some  gentlemen  appear  to  believe  that  we  are 
not  yet  approaching  the  crisis  of  war  \  but  he  did 
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believe  it,  and  the  oatioo  at  large  believe  it,  and 
are  now  reflecting  opon  it  in  the  most  serious 
manner.  We  bear  no  noiseaboat  it  as  in  1796; 
there  are  no  noisy  boys  running  about  the  streets; 
but  the  people  at  large  are  reflecting  upon  our 
situation  ;  they  see  we  must  either  go  to  war,  or 
ffive  up  our  right  to  export  anything  we  make* 
No  man,  said  he,  would  willingly  engage  a  high- 
wayman ;  you  would  rather  ne  should  keep  out 
of  your  way;  but  if  he  made  an  attack  upon  you, 
you  would  not  iufler  yourself  to  be  robbed  with- 
out resistance.  Mr.  M.  sincerely  hoped  that  war 
might  be  avoided,  by  Great  Britain  consenting  to 
do  us  justice  by  tne  return  of  the  Hornet ;  but  if 
we  engage  in  the  war,  he  had  no  doubt  that  the 
spirit  and  perseverance  with  which  it  will  be 
carried  on  will  equal  the  long  suffering «nd  for- 
bearance which  we  have  shown  before  we  were 
brought  into  this  situation. 

From  the  day  of  our  independence  to  the  pres- 
ent, h^  believed  that  Qreat  Britain  had  a  most 
inveterate  hatred  against  this  country.  He  did 
not  believe  anything  of  one  nation  having  love 
for  another ;  and  the  situation  of  that  country 
and  this  has  something  peculiar  in  it.  We  were 
their  colonies,  and  got  clear  of  them ;  and  so  long 
as  the  present  veneration  exists,  they  cannot  love 
us.  Nor  do  I  imagine  that  the  present  ruler  of 
France  has  any  ^reat  love  for  us;  the  form  of 
our  Government  is  too  free  for  him. 

Mr.  M.  said,  every  restrictive  measure  having 
been  resorted  to  in  vain,  and  all  our  attempts  at 
negotiation  having  failea,  the  nation  is  prefMiring 
for  the  last  resort  of  Kings,  and  of  Republics  too. 
But  now  we  are  told  we  cannot  contend  with 
Great  Britain.  But  we  must  either  contend  with 
her,  or  siurrender  our  right  to  export  any  of  our 
surplus  produce.  But  why  not  contend  with 
her  1  Let  the  worst  come  to  the  worst,  we  know 
what  to  do.  We  once  succeeded  with  paper 
money,  and  if  we  were  driven  to  that  necessity, 
we  could  succeed  again  with  it.  We  have  now 
manufactories  of  arms  and  munitions  of  war,  and 
whether  money  could  be  raised  or  not,  if  ever 
this  nation  engages  in  war,  sbe  engages  never  to 
sinrender  her  rights.  Every  war  is  an  evil,  and 
amongst  the  greatest  of  evils;  but  we  are  com- 
pelled to  fight  or  ffive  up  what  we  have,  except 
the  return  of  the  Hornet  should  alter  the  situa- 
tion of  things* 

No  man.  said  Mr.  M.,  would  have  more  pleas- 
ure to  see  our  differences  accommodated  with 
Great  Britain  than  I  should;  but  if  this  cannot 
be  effected,  we  must  change  our  situation ;  and 
though  he  could  not  vote  for  this  bill,  for  the  rea- 
sons which  he  had  stated,  he  should  go  on  with 
measures  for  putting  the  nation  in  a  state  of  de- 
fence. 

It  had  been  said,  that  standing  armies  are  dan- 
gerous to  liberty.  He  believed  it ;  but  war  can- 
not be  carried  on  without  them.  The  war  which 
the  United  States  are  about  to  enter  into  is  not 
of  the  character  which  has  been  given  to  it.  He 
meant  a  war  for  the  sake  of  conquest.  Its  object 
is  to  i>btain  the  privilege  of  carrying  the  produce 
of  our  lands  to  a  market.    It  ia  properly  a  war  of 


defenee ;  but  he  believed  do  war,  after  it  wu  en- 
tered into,  continued  long  to  be  stricdy  of  that 
character. 

As  to  meeting  Great  Britain  on  the  ocetQ,no 
one  contemplates  that;  as  every  cent  expended 
in  repairing  the  rotten  hulks  of  our  vessels  voold 
be  thrown  away  as  to  the  object  of  the  war. 

The  House  rose  at  5  o'clock,  without  taking 
the  question  on  Che  passage  of  the  bill 


Monday,  January  6. 

The  SpeakGr  laid  before  the  Home  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  io  puisuaoceU 
a  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  26th  ultimo  r^ 
questing  a  statement  of  the  vessels  which  had 
been  repaired  since  the  year  1810,  and  the  cotf 
thereof;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Grdmdy,  from  the  Committee  pn  Foreifa 
Relations,  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  bil)u 
authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
accept  and  organize  certain  volunteer  military 
corps,  reported  the  bill,  with  amendments ;  wbiea 
were  read,  and^  together  with  the  bill,  commitieii 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Wedoesdaf 
next. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  said,  by  an  act  of  ISOS.i 
regiment  of  light  infantry  was  directed  to  be  raided. 
Tnis  was  considered  by  the  Secretary  of  Warts 
horse  artillery;  but  the  bill  did  not  proridefor 
mounting  them.  He  therefore  introdacedabill 
supplementar]r  to  an  act  for  raising,  for  a  limited 
time,  an  additional  military  force;  which  vis 
twice  read  and  committed. 

DISTRICT  AND  CIRCUIT  COURTS. 
Mr.  Blackledqe  said,  it  was  represented  to 
him  as  necessary  to  make  some  alteration  injk 
times  of  holding  the  District  Courts  of  the  United 
States.  Indeed,  he  knew  that  it  was  impossible 
to  hold  them  in  a  proper  manner  at  present, as ibef 
were  held  at  Wilmington,  Newbern,  and  Edea- 
ton,  and  not  more  than  ten  days  was  allowed  for 
the  purpose.  He  therefore  propo.sed  the  foDov- 
ing  resolution : 

*<  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inqtiin 
into  the  expediency  of  altering  the  times  of  boldiogtbc 
District  Courts  of  the  United  Stotes  for  the  Diftncto( 
North  Carolina,  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  b) 
bill  or  otherwise." 

Mr.  B.  said,  it  had  also  been  represented  to  bin 
that,  at  present,  the  law  does  not  require  aoy  «* 
curity  to  be  given  in  cases  of  appeal  f/om  the  Dis- 
trict to  the  Circuit  Courts.  He,  therefore. ofered 
the  following  resolution : 

**  Ruohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  isqiir* 
into  the  expediency  of  requiring  security  to  bt  gi^B 
in  cases  of  appeal  from  the  District  Courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  the  Circuit  Courts,  and  that  thej  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise." 

The  resolutions  were  agreed  to,  and  committees 
of  five  members  appointed  upon  each. 

COMPENSATION  OP  REVENUE  OFFICERS^ 

Mr.  Bacon,  from  the  Committee  of  Wapuj 
MeaBa,  to  whom  waa  recommitted  their  report « 
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be  (hirtieth  altimo,  od  tbe  several  petitions  of  the 
;oiiectore  of  the  port»  of  Phiiinieiphia,  Baltimore, 
od  Ply^fnoathy  (Massaehusett?,)  and  the  nayaf  of-^ 
cet  of  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  made  a  supple^ 
leniary  report;  which  was  read,  and  committed 
)  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  id  ad- 
itioo  to  the  act  to  establish  the  compensation  of 
ie  officers  employed  in  the  collection  of  the  do* 
es  on  imports  and  tonnage.  The  report  is  as 
)tiow8: 

That,  <m  a  further  InTestigation  of  the  Bmonnt  of 
noluments  reeeJTed  by  those  officers  during  the  years 
N8, 1809«  and'  1810,  it  appears  that  the  net  emolu* 
i0Dt8  of  the  Collector  of  Philadelphia,  from  the  27th 
f  AngQst,  1609,  when  he  entered  upon  his  office,  to 
M  cloae  of  the  year  1810,  (tndading  the  half  com- 
liMODs  paid  to  Uie  estate  of  his  predecessor,)  amount- 
1  to  the  average  sum  of  $8,262  02,  aanually ;  those 
r  the  Collector  of  Baltimore,  from  the  13tb  of  April, 
908,  when  he  entered  on  his  office^  to  the  close  of  the 
ear  1810,  including  the  halfcopamissionsas  aforesaid, 
)  the  average  sum  of  $1,687  68,  annually ;  those  of 
le  Collector  of  Norfolk,  from  the  year  1808  to  the 
ear  1810,  both  inclunre,  including  the  half  commis- 
0D8  as  aforesaid,  to  the  sum  of  $921  82,  annually ; 
loee  of  the  Collector  of  Plymouth,  for  the  same  pe- 
aA,  to  $1,953  92,  annually ;  and  those  Of  the  Naval 
*fficer  of  the  port  6f  Phfladelphia,  for  the  same  period, 
» $2,802  29,  annually. 

Under  this  view  of  the  ftets,  the  committee  recom- 
leod  to  the  House  the  adoption  -of  the  following  res- 
jtition,  in  Ken  of  those  recommended  in  their  former 
{port  on  thb  snbject : 

That  the  prayers  of  the  several  petitions  of  the  Col- 
cton  of  the  porta  of  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Nor- 
))k,  PlysAouth,  CMassachosetts,)  and  of  the  Naval 
officer  of  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  ought  not  to  be 
rtntad. 

ADDITIONAL  MILITARY  FORGJB. 

The  House  resumed  the  coDsideration  of  the 
DfiQiflhed  business  of  Saturday  last,  and  theques- 
OD  dependinj^  at  the  time  of  adjournment  on 
lat  day,  to  wit :  that  the  bill  from  the  Seaate  '*to 
liie  an  additional  military  force,?'  do  pass  as 
mended  f 

Mr.  Stanpobd  renewed  the  obserrations  he 
id  commenced  before  the  adjournment  on  8a t- 
rday  evening.  He  mado  his  acknowledgments 
I  the  Speaker  for  calling  him  to  order  for  a  term, 
^hich  was,  perhaps,  a  less  respectful  epithet  than 
lould  have  been  used  upon  the  occasion.  He 
^as  far  from  meaning  to  use  language  which 
lould  give  offence,  but  he  said  he  would  claim 
le  authority  of  the  Chair  to  protect  htm  from 
iterruptions  coming  from  other  quarters  of  the 
loase. 

He  proceeded,  and  stated  that  he  had,  before, 
(pressed  his  regret  at  the  circumstance  of  differ* 
Z  with  his  colleague  (Mr.  Macon)  upon  any 
;casion,  and  more  especially  upon  the  present 
Qportant  one.  The  older  standing  of  bis  col- 
^e  upon  that  floor,  he  said,  placed  him  more 

(he  relation  of  a  political  sou  than  in  that  of 
if  other ;  "but  if  he  were  naturally,  what  he 
ight  be  considered  politically,  he  could  by  no 
eans  yield  bis  assent  to  tbe  present  measure,  or 
e  doctrines  growing  out  or  it,  fraught,  as  he 


believed  they  were,  with  so  much  misehjef  to  the 
real  interests  and  happiness  of  the  nation.  He 
felt  himself -only  at  issue  with  his  colleague  as  to 
the  similitude  between  the  critu  and  cautts  of 
the  war  in  ^798  and  1799  with  France,  and  the 
present  drisis  ^ad  cauaea  of  the  proposed  war 
with  Great  Britain.  He  should  not  contend  that 
the  temper  and  violeDce  of  party  had  grown  to 
the  same  extreme  now  as  at  the  former  period. 
The  circumstances  under  which  Congress  sat  were 
Tery  different ;  Congress  then  sat  where  there  were 
streets,  and  alleys,  and  people;  and  now  in  a  city 
of  little  else  than  old  fields.  Yet,  however,  the 
tenftper  and  intolerance  of  party  zeal  were  by  no 
means  unlike. that  which  prevailed  at  the  former 
period ;  at  any  rate  it  may  be  said  to  be  so  in 
some  parts  of  the  country.  His  colleague's  ill 
health  of  Itfte  had  not,  perhaps,  allowed  him  to 
be  as  attentive  to  tbe  oracles  of  the  day  as.  hie 
better  health  had  allowed  him  to  be.  As  to  jmrty 
intolerance,  what  were  the  signs  of  the  times  at 
the  present  period  9  A  gentleman,  than  whom  a 
more  candid,  open,  and  honorable,  supporter  of 
the  Administration  was  not  in  the  House,  aU 
thongh  he  had  declared  himself  in  favor  of  the 
force  the  Government  had  called  for,  because  he 
refused  to  commit  himself  as  to  the  ulterior  meas- 
ures of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rehitions,  and 
ventured  to  depict  the  evils  of  a  war,  and  to  de|>- 
reeate  its  consequences,  had  passed  through  the 
ordeal  of  newspaper  animadversion  from  Dan^ 
in  the  North,  to  Beenhebay  in  the  South.  This 
might  be  called  a  single  case ;  but  if^it  were  ne- 
cessary to  point  otit  other  instances  of  party  der«- 
lietion,  persecution,  and  neglect,  there  were  more 
than  enough;  and,  among  them,  his  colleague 
himself  could  not  be  otherwise  than  placed  pretty 
high  in  the  list ;  and,  althoueh  he  might  be  in- 
different as  to  anything  of  the  Kind  which  related 
to  himself  personally,  that  cireumstaoce  could 
form  no  mitigation  or  the  spirit  of  the  times.  But 
he  was  aware  thitt  it  was  an  invidious  and  un- 
pleasant task  to  dwell  upon  subjecu  of  this  kind, 
and  he  would  forbear. 

The  sedition  law  had  been  cited  to  show  the 
more  violent  character  of  the  times  at  the  former 
period,  and  alleged  that  it  had  been  contrived  to 
si  lence  opposiiiou  to  the  measures  of  the  day.  He 
was  willing  ta  admit  the  worst  that  could  be  said 
of  that  law.  But  he  considered  the  dumb  nUe, 
sanctioned  at  tbe  present  session,  under  the  name 
of  the  premoue  question^  as  a  more  direct  attack 
upon  tne  liberty  of  speech,  or  what  is  the  same 
thinflj'^  the  privilege  of  debate  and  free  discussion 
in  this  House,  than  the  other  had  been  upon  the 
freedom  of  the  pres^.  The  former  contemplated 
silencing  the  libels  of  the  press;  the  latter  came 
home  to  ourselves,  and  went  to  put  down  a  mem- 
ber in  his  place ;  to  silence  all  debate,  however 
interesting  to  his  constituents.  He  had  been  mis- 
taken the  other  day,  in  stating  that  a  member 
could  only  speak  at  tbe  "will  and  courtesy"  of  a 
majority  of  the  House.  The  rule  was  worse  ihan 
that ;  one-fifth  of  the  House  could  arrest  debate, 
and  impose  rnstant  silence  upon  any  subject.  The 
sedition  and  aUea  laws  had  grown  oat  of  the  war 
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and  temper  of  those  limen^  and  he  bed  taken  oc- 
casion to  state  that  like  bills,  and  treason  bills, 
too,  were  to  be  expected  in  the  train  of  the  maof 
evils  to  grow  out  of  the  present  proposed  war. 
He  had  not  intended  to  say  that  a  treason  bill 
ought  not  to  pass,  if  we  commence  the  war. 
Once  involved  in  that  state  of  things,  it  wonld  not 
be  expected  that  our  own  citizens  would  be  aU. 
lowed  to  supply  and  cherish  the  enemy  with  im- 
punity. 

His  colleague  (Mr.  Macon)  had  argued,  that 
DO  one  apprehended  invasion  from  Franee  in  the 
years  1796  and  1799,  and  therefore  the  armies 
then  authorized  were  not  to  have  been  justified. 
This  poaition  could  only  be  correct  as  it  respected 
the  Republican  minority.  They,  doubtless,  did 
Bot  believe  it;  but  the  Government  avowed  their 
fears,  and  justified  themself  es  in  raising  a  regu- 
lar army  of  only  iten  thousand  men  as  a  due  pre- 
caution against  such  an  event.  As  the  majority, 
they  were  responsible  for  the  security  of  the 
country,  and  no  one  had  a  right  to  say  what  they 
did  or  aid  not  believe.  Though  we,  who  were 
the  minority,  an  army'opponng'  minoTiiy^  were 
without  any  such  fears  or  belief,  how  stood  the 
facts?  Our  then  Buvoys  to  France,  in  their  de- 
spatches to  the  Government,  which  are  now  on 
tne  files  of  the  House,  communieated  conversa- 
tions they  had  held  with  the  underling  agents  of 
Talleyrand,  which,  under  existing  circumstances^ 
went  fully  to  authorize  such  apprehensions. — 
About  this  time,  too,  it  was  known  that  one  of 
the  finest  armies  that  ever  had  been  raised  in 
France,  had  been  sent  upon  some  distant  expedi- 
tion, and  no  one  knew  where,  for  a  considerable 
time.  It  was  at  length  ascertained  that  it  bad 
gone  to  Egypt,  with  Bonaparte  at  their  head. 
But  whether  Federal  distrusts  and  apprehensions, 
as  to  what  the  Qovernment  of  France  intended, 
or  their  agents  might  menace,  were  such  as  they 
professed,  or  not,  it  was  not  for  him  to  say.  But 
he  stood  prepared  to  repeat  what  he  had  stated 
on  the  previous  day,  ano  could  prove  it,  if  neces- 
sary, upon  the  most  unquestioned  authority— an- 
thoritv  entitled  to  the  fullest  Republican  cred- 
ence, he  would  state — that  the  French  Directory 
did  meditate  sending  a  force  to  this  country  at  that 
time.  He  had  stated  what  he  did  state  deliber- 
ately, aqd  had  nothing  to  retract,  on  the  sub- 
ject.* 
■■■-■'■      '  ■  ■  -.■■■-■■. 

*  We  are  informed  that  Doctor  Logan  is  the  author- 
ity above  alluded  to.  The  occasioh  of  his  visit  to 
France  at  that  time,  and  his  interviews  with  that  Gov- 
ernment, and  the  characters  near  it,  (says  our  inform- 
ant,) make  him  the  best  authority  for  such  a  piece  of 
information.  He  affirms  the  observation  to  be  correct, 
"  that  the  French  Directory  in  1798  were  not  without 
some  views  of  sending  a  military  force  to  the  United 
States,  not  with  any  intention  of  conquest,  bat  as  in 
Holland,  in  case  of  certain  events,  to  support  a  party 
they  considered  devoted  to  the  interest  of  France.  The 
impression  made  on  his  mind  at  the  time,  resulted  from 
oonversation  with  the  Marquis  Lafayette,  at  Hamburg ; 
with  Mr.  Bchimmelpennick,  the  Batavian  Minister  at 
Paris ;  and  with  Mr.  Merlia,  the  best  infomed,  most 
aolive  and  JnftnantiU  member  of  the  Bzecutive  Diiee- 


Mr.  S.  -theo  proceeded  to  draw  his  ptrtUelW 
tween  the  criMU  which  produced  the  qoasi  nt 
in  1798,  with  France,  and  the  crtm  which  ii 
now  to  carry  us  into  a  war  with  Great  Briaio; 
and  declared  that  he  could  not,  in  his  coDiciaa. 
believe  the  ground  and  causes  of  the  present  war 
were  equal,  in  either  magnitude  or  cDarteter, to 
those  of  the  former,  period.  He  would  agiio,  bt 
said,  beg  leave  to  read,  and  bring  to  die  rievof 
the  House  one  or  two  of  the  many  oQtF^eoK 
decrees,  or  arreUy  of  that  Grorernment  it  17%. 
"  The  character  of  vessels,"  say  they,  ^  in  wiw 
^  concerns  their  quality  as  aeutml  or  eoemy,slaL 
'  be  decided  by  their  careo;  in  oonsequeDce,ef^ 
'  ry  vessel  found  at  sea,  laden  in  whde  or  io  pir. 
'  with  merchandise, coming  from  Boglaiidorhe 
'  posaessiona,  shall  be  declared  good  prize,  who- 

*  ever  may  he  the  proprietor  of  those  produciioa. 
'  or  merchandise."  Under  edicts  of  this  kiod^fe 
there  were  others  of  a  similar  character  tki 
French  cruisers  carried  on .  a  system  of  plaoder 
and  depredation,  surpassing,  to  an  imDeiet 
amount,  anything  we  have  experienced  siset 
from  the  British,  or  any  other,  Orders  of  Coaooi 
If  it  were  otherwise,  how  comes  it  to  pass  tfaaifft 
are  not  shown  to  the  contrary,  and  cooriDceiij: 
our  errors?  The  best  answer  is,  it  canooite 
shown.  Let  it  appear  when  it  would,  the  amoatf 
of  our  injuries,  at  that  period  and  the  prestst 
would  bear  but  a  poor  comparison. 

But,  still,  to  show  the  more  aggravated  chane- 
ter  of  the  former  crisis,  he  would  beg  leare  k 
read  another  of  those  French  decrees,  haring  re^ 
erence  Io  our  seamen  only.    It  declares, 'erirf 

*  person,  native  of  friendly  countries,  allied  totl^ 
'  French  Republic,  or  neutral,  holding  a  comfflb* 
^  sion,  given  oy  the  enemies  of  France,  or  makiitr 
^  part  of  the  crews  of  the  vessels  of  war,  or  otbs 
'  enemy  vessels,  shall,  for  that  act  alone,  be  lie- 
^  clared  a  pirate,  and  treated  as  such,  withoatbe 
'  ing  allowed,  in  any  case,  to  allege  he  was  fofct^ 
'  by  violence,  menaces,  or  otherwise." 

Mr.  S.  said,  thus,  while  the  British  take  oor 
sailors  to  make  sailors  of  them,  the  French  deter- 
mine to  take  them  and  hang  tham ;  but  whether 
this  decree  of  the  Republic  had  ever  been  put  it 
execution  or  not,  he  had  no  recollection  or  kiiovi- 
edge,  but  it  would,  nevertheless^  hold  out  tfaeei* 
treme  career  of  folly  and  madness,  into  wbid 
that  Qorernmeot  had  gone  al  that  time ;  andhov 

tory.  The  two  latter  gentiemen  made  paiticQitfifi- 
quiry  respecting  the  dispoaktien  of  the  BjwaUicaB  p 
ty  to  receive  the  assistance  of  France,  ro  ittch  iflso* 
nations  he  uniformly  declared  that,  however  attteboi 
the  citiaens  of  the  United  States  were  to  FitDcc^rber 
were  only  so,  as  far  as  the  Government  of  France  >^^ 
with  justice,  and  consistent  with  the  principles  of  her 
Revohition,  that,  should  she  lose  sight  of  these,  tod 
not  only  continue  her  depredations  on  oor  eomm^^' 
but  should  violate  the  territory  of  the  United  8titt& 
every  citizen  of  onr  country  would  become  her  fseoy; 
that  the  same  spirit  of  independenoe,  whieh  inflaeoe^ 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  impose  the  aio*' 
of  Britain  in  177$»  wonld  engage  them  at  all  tio«^ 
oppose  the  hostile  attack  of  any  other  CtovemneX* 
earth." 
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nach  the  comm^ree  of  Ch«  Uoit«d  States  miist 
tore  coffered  under  sueh  a  general  svstem  of  law- 
ess  s^gression  aod  outraffe.  Could  it  have  beea 
band  the  poliof  of  the  United  Sutes  to  resort  to 
rar,  the  causes  were  fnllf  sufficient  to  have  iue- 
ified  it.  But  the  Repoblieans  dented  the  policy 
if warybr  commerce,  raised  a  '^clamor"  against 
he  predominant  party  for  haTing  gone  into  sueh 

war,  and  ultimately  snce ceded  to  oast  them 
fid  take  their  places.  How,  thecefore,  gentle* 
len  of  professed  Republican  prineiples  hsTenow 
raod  out  the  policy  of  going  to  war  for  com' 
lerce,  and  for  a  commerce,  too,  under  far  less 
mbarrassment  and  annoyance  from  the  firit- 
ib  Orders  of  Council,  than  formerly  under  the 
'reach  decrees,  it  would  be  for '  themselves  to 
ecoant  and  reconcile,  aod  not  for  liim.  Situ- 
led.  as  the  United  States  were  at  that  time 
sa  Deotral  nation  with  respect  to  the  beiliger^ 
Bis  of  Europe,  be  was  one  wbo  condemned  the 
oijpy  of  the  war,  and  his  experience  went  to 
oofirm  him  in  the  belief  that  the  present  would 
eeqaaily  impolitic,  and  more  injurious  to  the 
alioQ,  as  the  present  was  Co  be  a  war  of  aggres- 
lon  aod  of  foreign  conquest. ' 

But.  Mr.  Speaker,  said  Mr.  S.,  we  have  been 
Bid  ail  negotiaticqi  is  now  exhausted,  and  at  an 
nd;  we  have  continued  to  entreat  and  supplicate 
it  Government  of  Great  Britain  in  vain.  This, 
e  said,  was  true,  and  could  noc  be  denied ;  but  be 
rottld  ask  gentlemen  if  these  things  were  not  more 
e^radiogly  true  in  1798?  Negotiation  was  not 
nljr  tried  and  supplicated  in  vain,  but  our  nego* 
■lors  themselves  treated  with  the  utmost  intng 
iiy  and  insult.  When  their  de8pat<;hes  arrived 
Dd  were  published,  communicating  these  indig* 
iUes, they  pervaded  the  Union  HIk  the  late  earth* 
oake,and  shook  every  thing  political  to  the  centre. 
IThatthe  Republican  minority  in  Congress  would 
ot  deign  to  feel,  the  people  felt  for  them ;  nnd 
rkeo  the  elections  came  round^  every  State  gave 
ray,  not  before  Federal,  except  the  good  Old  Do- 
lioion,  Virwinia^and  the  State  of  Kemucky,  then 
illed  the  chicken  of  Vinnnia.  These  were  the 
aiy  two  States  in  the  Union  able  to  breast  op 
pinst  the  storm.  When  the  elections  of  this 
ear  came  on,  Oeorgta  gftve  way ;  South  Caro* 
oa  was  tbeo,  as  she  is  now,  with  her  osuil  tal* 
Bta,  contending  for  Aofior  aud  for  atanding  at' 
net,  to  support  itj  North  Carolina,  too,  sent  up 
er  homage  of  respect  and  confidence  to  theOen* 
ral  (Government ;  the  States  of  Maryland.  Del* 
^re,  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  and  New  York, 
Ided  new  strength  aiid  violence  to  the  times ; 
)d  all  New  England,  without  the  exception  of 
State,  w«re  in  unison,  the  decided  supporters  of 
iewar. 

Mr.  S.  said,  so  similar  was  the  spirit  of  the 
*raier  and  present  times,  that  all  the  difference 
i  could  percetre  was,  that  the  order  of  the*  bovi* 
su  was  inverted.  Vtrgtnta  and  Kentucky,  then 
le  great  opposition  States  to  a  war  for  com- 
erce,  were  now  the  great  leading  States  for  the 
"esent  war  for  commerce.  He  might  well  ask 
s  colleague  now,  if  there  were  as  many  as  two 
tetes  opposed  to  the  present  #ar1    He  didtnot 


know  himself,  but  there  was  certainlv  not  more 
than  two  or,  perhaps,  three,  and  they  the  smallest 
States  in  the  Union.  There  seemed  scarcely  any- 
thing in  the  causes,  and  even  cfrcumstances.  of 
the  present  war,  that  did  not  bear  a  strong  like- 
ness to  the  former. 

Mrs  S.  said,  in  order  to  show  the  principles  and 
the- doctrine  that  Virginia  .  then  advocated,  he 
would  claim  the  indulgence  of  the  House^  while 
he  read  a  few  passages  from  the  proceedings  of 
her  Legislature.  The  following  resolutions  passed 
in  1799,  and  are  setd  to  have  flowed  from  the  pen 
of  the  present  President : 

<«  Reaohtd,  That  the  Genend  Assembly  do,  and  will , 
always  behold  with  indignatioii  depredations  on  our 
oommeroe^  insults  on  our  eitjiens,  impressments  of  our 
seamen,  or  ady  other  injuries,  committed  on  the  peo* 
pie  or  Government  of  t£s  United  States,  by  foreign 
natioos.** 

**  Semfbud,  neoeriheU99f  That  our  security  from  inva* 
aion,  and  the  force  of  our  militia,  render  a  standing 
army  unnecessary ;  that  the  policy  of  the  United  States 
forbids  a  war  of  aggression ;  that  our  whole  reliance 
ought  to  be  on  ourseNes,  and,  therefore,  that,  while  we 
will  repel  invasion  at  every  hazard,  we  shall  deplore 
and  deprecate  the  evils  of  war  for  any  other  caase." 

These  resolutions  were  followed  op  with  an 
address  to  the  pNeople  of  Virginia,  inculcating  the 
same  doctrines  in  the  ablest  manner,  aod  of  these 
five  tbkousand  copies  were  ordered  to  be  printed, 
and  circulated  through  the  State.  It  would  not 
be  amiss,  he  hoped,  lo  read  a  paragraph  or  two. 
.  **  A  lover  of  monarchy,'*  says  the  address,  **  who  opens 
the  treasures  of  corruption,  by  distributing  emolument 
among  devoted  partisans^  may,  at  the  same  time,  be 
approaching  his  oliiject,  and  deluding  the  people  with' 
professions  of  republicanism.  He  may  confound  mon- 
archy, and  republicanism,  by  the  art  of  definition.  He 
may  varnish  over  the  dexterity  which  ambition  never 
fails  to  display,  with  the  pliancy  of  language,  the  se- 
duction of  expediency,  or  the  prejudices  of  the  times. 
And  he  may  come  at  length  to  avow,  that  so  extensive 
a  territory  as  that  of  the  United  States  can  only  be 
governed  by  the  energies  of  monarchy  t  that  it  can- 
not be  defended,  except  by  standing  armies ;  and  that 
it  cannot  be  United,  except  by  consolidation." 

The  more  obnoxious  measures  are  then  stated, 
and  the  address  thus  winds  up : 

**  Pledged,  as  we  aie,  fellow-citixens,  to  these  sacred 
engagements,  we  yet  humbly  and  fervently  implore  the 
Almighty  Disposer  of  events  to  avert  from  our  land 
war  and  usurpation,  the  scourges  of  mankind ;  m  per- 
mit our  fields  to  be  cultivated  in  peace ;  to  instil  mto 
nations  the  love  of  friendly  intercourse  ;  to  suffer  our 
youth  to  be  educated  in  virtue,  and  to  preserve  our 
morality  from  the  pollution  invariably  incident  to  hab- 
its of  war ;  to  prevent  the  laborer  and  the  husbandman 
from  being  harassed  by  taxes  and  imposts  $  to  remove 
from  ambition  the  means  of  disturbing  the  common- 
wealth ;  to  annihilate  all  pretexts  for  power  afibnled 
by  war;  to  maintain  the  Conatitution,  aind  to  bless  our 
nation  with  tranqaillity,  under  whose  benign  infiuenee, 
we  may  reach  the  sun^mit  of  happrmess  and  glory,  to 
which  we  are  destined  by  nature  and  nature's  God.*'  . 

To  this,  said  Mr.  S.,  instructions  to  all  her  Sen- 
ators and  Representatives  in  Congress  were  su- 
peradded^ ntgittg  them  to  pfocuf e  a  reviaioa  of 
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the  act  suspending  commercial  interaottrse  with 
France,  as  baviog  bad  the  effect  lo  reduce  the 
price  of  tohaccOf  a  principal  staple  of  the  State, 
from  ten  to  three  dollars ;  to  procure  also  a  re- 
duction of  the  Army ;  prevent  an  augmentation 
of  the  Navy,  and  to  effect  a  proportionate  reduc- 
tion of  the  taxes.  These  views  were  all  s^ond- 
ed  in  Kentuck'y,  and  the  doctrines  of  peace  car- 
ried farther,  perhaps,  than  Virginia  herself  had 
carried  them.  The  zeal  and  the  talents  with 
which  she  enforced  her  opposition  to  the  measures 
of  the  day  could  scarel^  have  been  surpassed 
upon  any  occasion.  It  is  certain  the  celebrated 
resolutions  of  that  State  against  the  alien  and 
sedition  laws,  were  couch^  in  language,  more 
strong  and  decided  than  appeared  from  any  other 
quarter.  As  to  these  things,  Mr.  Speaker,  said 
Mr.  S.,  yourself,  and  other  gentlemen  from  the 
State  would  be  able  to  bear  witness.*  But  while 
these  things  were  passing  in  these  two  solitarv 
Republican  States,  as  then  they  used  to  be  termed, 
what  part  was  the  minority  in  Congress  acting? 
They  were  all  alive  to  the  peace,  and,  as,  they  be- 
lieved, to  the  true  and  permanent  interest  of  the 
nation,  and  at  a  moment  when  a  declaration  of 
war  was  expected  from  the  majority ;  they  pre- 
occupied the  floor,  and  laid  a  resolution  on  the 
table,  in  these  words:  ^Resolved,  That  it  is  in- 
expedient to  resort  to  war  with  the  French  Re- 
public.'' This,  too,  was  accompanied  with  ano- 
ther, requesting  the  Presidedt  to  institute  a  new 
mission  to  France.  The  cry  was  then,  as  it  is 
now,  that  this  was  the  doctrine  o(^  submission," 
and  ^*  noH-resistance,"  that  it  would  be  crouching 
to  our  enemy,  which  the  honor  and  independence 
of  the  country  forbade.  Mr.  Adams,  however,  did 
commission  the  other  Envoys  to  France.  They 
were  received,  and  succeeded  to  form  a  treaty. 
And  the  great,  solid,  and  permanent,  interest  of 
the  United  States  prevailed  over  what  was  then 
deemed  the  bubble  idea  of  honor,  and  had  not 
been  since  called  up  to  assume  a  serious  aspect 
until  the  present  time. 

But,  sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  the  British  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil  are  to  be  contrasted  with  the  French  decrees. 
It  would  be  acknowledged  they  both  exhibit  tons 
a  deliberate  system  of  plunder,  and  though  alike 
In  their  effects  upon  our  commerce,  and  were 
alike  violations  of  all  usage  among  civilized  nar 
tions,  disposed  to  be  just,  he  did  not  believe  gen- 
tlemen would  contend  those  of  the  French  were 
less  violent  or  outrageous  in  either  the  letter  or 
execution.  For  his  part,  he  believed  they  were 
far  more  so.  That  French  depredations  at  that 
time  exceeded  those  of  the  British  at  any  subse- 
quent period,  there  can  be  no  question.  Mr.  S. 
said,  he  held  in  his  hand  some  proof  of  the  extent 
of  French  depredations,  which,  he  said,  gentle* 
men  would  not  have  it  in  their  power  to  deny  as 
authentic.  He  then  referred  to  the  convention 
of  1803,  between  B'ranee  and  the  United  Sutes, 
where  she  stipulated  that  we  should  pav,  as  part 
of  the  purchase  of  Louisiana,  $3,750,000  to  our 

*  Genera]  Desha  was  understood  to  be  in  the  Chair 
"of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky  at  the  time.  • 


own  merchants  for  spolialtoiis  her  eniisers  kai 
committed  upon  them.  This  sum  wu  now  kaowt 
not  to  have  been  sufficient,  and  that  her  spolia- 
tions had  far  exceeded  that  amount.    He  voald 
ask  gentlemen  to  show  that,  under  the  Orders  ia 
Council,  half  that  amouot  bad  been  seized  atd 
condemned.    It  was  not  enough  to  say  that  the 
principle  was  the  same,  whether  one  or  fifty  res- 
sels  bad  been  unjnstly  captured  and  coademoed— 
that  would  not  be  denied.    A  single  act  of  wi:^ 
ton,  wilful  injustitse  on  the  part  of  a  nation,  migk 
be  justified  as  a  good  cause  of  war,  as  m  the  case 
of  the  attack  on  the  Chesapeake;  yet  the  poliq 
of  such  a  war,  on  the  part  of  the  United  Stato, 
might  be  questioned,  and,  in  that  case,  was  ooi 
justified  tinder  Mr.  Jefferson,  although  a  case  a 
insult,  which  was  superadded  to  the  very  wroe^ 
for  which  we  are  now  to  go  to  war.    Under  tie 
greater  wrongs  and  insults  we  are  taught  to  k* 
bear— the  true  ^  policy  of  the  United  States  fory> 
ding  a  war  of  aggression'*— under  the  lesser,  v 
are  to  fight  for  our  honor,  aeeordiog  to  the  sev 
policy. 

The  abuses  we  have  suffered  under  the  Britia 
system  of  impressment,  aaid  Mr.  S.,  was  a  jet 
source  of  complaint,  and  a  grievance  seriously  u 
be  regretted  by  every  feeling  Ameriean ;  but,  a> 
der  ail  circumstances,  it  was  not  deemed  a  siii* 
cient  cause  of  war,  under  Gkoeral  Wasbio^dv 
when  it  commenced,  nor  under  Mr.  Adams^  ur 
under  Mr.  Jefferson,  when  carried  to  iu  grestea 
extreme.  Mr.  S.  then  turned  to  the  last  repoft 
upon  the  subject,  m«de  in  April,  1810.  where  il 
appeared  nine  hundred  and  three  was  the  amwst 
of  the  returns,  of  which  '^  two- hundred  and  ei^\ 
ty-seven  had  t>een  discharged  on  application,  liv-l 
ty  were  duplicates,  thirty-four  had  volaotariiy  e^ 
tared,"  and,  among  the  rest,  soaie  were  foood 
^'totally  ignorant  of  the  United  States;"  sotac 
desertions,"  some  "taken  in  privateers," aodsoise 
**wtih  fraudulent  and  erased  protections.^*  H« 
had  appealed  to  this  jreport,  he  said,  with  nootbcr 
fiew  than  to  show  that  a  great  proportion  of  ikt\ 
complaints  on  this  subject  proceeded  from  per- 
sons not  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  tb«t' 
fore  not  entitled  to  our  protectioa  ;  and,  witbil 
to  show  the  great  number  of  their  subjecia  we 
are  in  the  constant  habit  of  employing  on  baari 
of  our  vessels,  and  the  extreme  diflicuhy  the  as^ 
ject  presented  as  a  matter  of  negotiation  bet  wed 
the  two -countries.  Under  these  eircumstaoeed 
we  knew  it  bad  not  been  deemed  a  good  and  svH 
ficient  cause  of  war,  under  Gkneral  Washingtool 
Presidency,  nor  under  any  subsequent  Admioisj 
tration,  until  the  presenti  it  had  been  alwap 
hoped  the  matter  might  be  nesotiated  aod  ar^ 
ranged  in  some  amicable  way.  Mr.  Monroe,  Mr. 
S.  trusted,  would  be  received  as  good  antbority 
upon  the  subject,  at  this  time  of  day.  A  par» 
graph  or  two  from  the  letter,  explanatory  of  hi^ 
rejected  treaty,  would  aerve  to  show  that  " 
Jefferson  was  not  disposed,  even  to  the  last  of  b 
Adnihistratfon,  to  break  the  peace  of  the  coi 
try  on  that  ground :  J 

'*  The  imprsaiBMiit  of  aaamen  (aajs  Mr.  MoDroeis 
tha^letter)freBi  ow  nmrchaat  veaaaK  ia  a  topic  wbiiA 
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Itimi «  prtiDMry  aUmtiQn,  from  the  order  whioh  it 
loldf  in  your  letter,  but  more  enpecielly  from  some 
Dporttnt  ceiwideratioiis'  that  arO  oooneeted  with  it. 
'he  idea  entertained  by  the  publio,  ie,  that  the  ri^htv 
ftbe  United  Statue  were  abaadoned  by  the  American 
offlmicnooers  in  the  late  negotiatioji,  and  that  their 
itDiea  were  left,  by  tacit  acquieecence,  if  not  by  for* 
al  renunciation,  to  depend  for  their  eafety  on  the  mer- 
f  of  the  British  crui9er8.  I  have,  on  the  contrary, 
ways  believed,  and  still  do  believe,  that  the  ground 
)  which  that  interest  was  placed  by  the  paper  of  the 
ritJBh  Commissioners  of  November  8,  1806,  and  the 
ipltnations  which  accompanied  it,  was  both  honor- 
lie  and  advantageous  to  the  United  States ;  that  it 
ntained  a  concession  in  their  ftlvor,  on  the  part  of 
reat  Britain,  on  the  great  prineiple  in  eontestation, 
ifer  before  made  by  a  formal  and*  obligatory  act  of 
6  Government,  which  was  highly  fa^orabte  to  their 
tereit;  and  that  it  also  impowd  cm  her  the  oUiga- 
)n  to  conform  her  practice  under  it,  until  a  more  oom- 
Me  airangement  shovld  be  ooneladed,  to  the  jilst 
ma  of  the  United  Sutqe.*' 

He  farther  addf,  io  another  place: ' 

"  h  was  the  more  to  be  presumed,  that  the  Govern* 
rat  was  willing  to  accept,  in  the  mode  which  it  pro- 
sed, the  condition  which  we  might  be  able  to  obtain 
the  other,  from  the  coneideratbn,  that  the  latter  were 
ider  its  view  at  the  time  the  instructions  w^e  g^ven, 
the  paper  of  the  British  'CommisaiottetSy  of  Govern- 
r  8,  and  our  letter  of  the  1 1th,  and  the  eertainty>  with 
lich  it,  (the  GovOrnment,)  as  well  aa  we,  must  have 
m  impressed,  that  more  iaw>rable  conditions  ooaid 
t  be  expected.''  And  again:  ''The  Government 
s  equally  willing,  vrtth  us,  to  enter  into  some  ar* 
igeaent,  which  would  preserve  the  peace  of  the 
lotry,  although  it  should  not  accomplish  the  object 
lich  had  been  ao  ardently  desired/' , 

More  on  this  head  need  not  be  added i  as  it  is 
)st  flQaoifest,  if  war  was  to  grew  out  of  im- 
i&)^meDt,  that  it  ou^ht  to  have  l^en  4eclared 
ule  the  Chesapeake  afiair  hung  OTer  lis,  aa  tliat 
(graceful  oecurrenee  grew  oat  ef  impressment. 
It  Mr.  Jefferson  checished  a  diffepeflt  poliey, 
li  would  not  call  Coagress  -on  the  oqcasioa. 
Mr.  Speaker,  said  Mr.  S.,  if  we  are  to  raise  the 
)posed  army,  commence  a  Mr  of  coaqoeat, 
le  poasessioa  of  the  Caaadas^  and,  afterwards, 
ibe  ge&tlemaa  from  New  Hampshire  (Mr^ 
^spbb)  tells  us,  we  are  to  tum  oar  attention  to 
*'  Bahama  UlaDds,  and  conquer  them  also,  when 
(1  where  is  this  spirit  of  conquest  and  dominioa 
eod  ?  If  we  indulge  in  it,  theo  are  we  to  be- 
Yvhelmed  with  all.  the  miseries  of  poor  mlser- 
e  Europe ;  for  there  cair  be  no  cad  to  wars  of 
bition  and  oeuquest.  IVrom  a  coosciousQess, 
(be  part  of  Great  Britain,  that' we  could  take 
session  of  the  Canadas,  ke  beliered  she  had 
tnroe  to  maka  direct  ifar  opoo  us  before  now. 
ewas  not  very  squeamiah  on  the  subject  of 
r;  and  when  we  prohibit  all  trade  with  her,. 
icb«  he  believed,  it  was  just  aad  Tight  to  do, 
had  no  iaterest  in  a  peace  with  us.  Thus 
Canadas,  he  observed,  bad  served  us  as  a 
Ige  for  her  better  behairiour.  He  would  rather 
y  should  remain  that  pledge,  thaa  possess  oor-> 
res  of  them,  and  then  not  know  what  to  do 
b  them  afterwards.  U  was  iipposaihle  for  the 
12lh  Cox.  Isi  S£ss.— S2 


United  States  to  bold  and  govern  tfaem.  If  we 
did,  we  must  infuse  a  little  more  energy  into  our 
svstem  ofQoveromeot  than  it  had  at  present— 
the  energy  of  standing  armies  and  standing  taxes. 
Great  Sritain,  sir,  said  he,  deserves  war  at  our 
hands,  deserves  ro  be  chastised,  and  made  to  be 
just,  if  we  had  the  power  to  do  it.  But  we  are  a 
young  nation,  and  have  not  the  power.  To  at- 
tempt it,  is  but  to  throw  aside  our  pacific  charac- 
ter, and  ptjt  On  that  of  a  belligerent  military  one  ; 
in  fact,  to  inflict  ruin  upon  ourselves.    She  strog- 

?^les,  sir,  for  her  existence ;  and  if  she  meets  her 
ate,  it  wtll  have  proceeded  from  the  madness  of 
her  own  con  noils,  and  the  folly  of  her  own  meas- 
ures.   Her  conduct  conciliates  no  American  feel- 
ings in  her  behalf;  it  ought  not.    But  shall  we, 
therefore,  permit  ourselves  to  fall  into  the  same 
madness  in  our  councils,  and  commit  like  folly 
in  our  measures  ?    Can  we  persuade  ourselves^ 
that  a  "  war  of  aggression"  and  conquest  can  suit 
the  great  agrit^ltural  interests  of  our  country  1 
Will  it  subserve  the  interests  of  commerce  i^elf, 
or,  indeed,  any  other  interest,  in  the  present  state 
of  the  world  1    Though  not  impossible  to  hope, 
it  was  certainly  not  reasonable  to  expect  it.    The 
vexations  of  our  commerce,  from  the  one  or  the* 
other  of  the  belligerents,  since  the  French  Revo- 
lution commenced,  had  continued,  without  inter- 
ruption, during  their  wars  to  the  present  time, 
and  afforded  just  cause  of  ^ar  to  the  United 
States,  hut  the  policy  and  expediency  of  it  was 
denied,  on  the  Republican  side  of  the  question,  at 
all  times. 

Notwithstanding,  eir^  what  gentlemen  may  say. 
we  are  at  present  the  freest,  happiest,  aud  most 
prosperous  people  upon  earth,  combining  the 
view  of  our  internal  improvements  with  our  ex- 
ternal commerce.  It  rany  be  well  said,  our  mer- 
chants are  the  Jasoos  of  the  day,  and  are  literal- 
ly fetching  away  from  Portugal  and  Spain  the 
golden  fleece,  and  leaving  Great  Britain  and 
France  to  contend  for  the  carcass.  Such  was  the 
price,  and  such  the  demand,  for  qur  wheat  and 
flour  in  tho^e  countries.  The  truth  is,  sir,  that 
the  great  commercial  question  is  between  the 
United  Sicites  and  France,  aiid  her  continental 
system.*'  Her  mtmicipal  regulations,  and  her  ex- 
clusion of  our  commerce,  deprives  the  Southern 
States  of  their  greatest  and  best  markets  for  their 
tobacco  and  cotton.  These  articles  are  not  worth 
taking  to  market,  and,  without  some  change  in 
Bonaparte's  system,  never  like  to  be  so  again. 
That  this  is  the  state  of  the  case,-  gentlemen  can- 
not deny  y  a  communication  from  the  French 
Minister,  and  other  documents  on  the  table,  go  to 
show  it.  The  President,  in  his  Message,  has 
recommended  to  Congress  to  adopt  countervail- 
ing measures^  but  nothing  has  been  yet  done. 
Bntisli  injustice  has  been  justly  met  whh  the 
noo-importation  law— ;a  countervailing  system, 
such  as  has  b^en  relied  upon  heretofore,  under 

*  By  a  late  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
it  appears  we  export  of  our  native  pzoductions  to  Great 

Britain $20,306,275 

To  ^ranea  and  Italy,,  only     ...      1,194>,376 
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Mr.  Jeffereoa's  Admioistration,  to  xave  the  United 
States  from  the  calamities  of  a  war^and  was 
such  a  one  as  must  operate,  and  <lid  operate,  with 
as  much  effect  upon  the  enemy  as  the  contem- 
plated war  could  do,  and  with  far  less  evil  effects 
upon  our  own  interests  and  happiness.  The  law 
in  question  did  not  itself  propose  to  the  beliiger- 
ents  to  go  farther  than  to  enforce  non-intercourse 
with  that  one  which  should  not  repeal  her  edicts; 
and,  for  one,  he  was  not  disposed  to  go  farther. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  had  opposed  the  war,  and  the 
measures  leading  to  it,  as  impolitic  and  unjust, 
in  Mr.  Adams's  time,  and  should  not  feel  himself 
an  honestand  consistent  politician  not  to  oppose  the 
war  now  contemplated.  It  would  be  for  others  to 
reconcile  the  old  Republican  policy  with  the  new, 
in  their  own  way ;  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  do 
it.  The  affair  or  the  Chesapeake  taken  out  of  ihe 
question,  the  state  of  the  case  was  plain  and  easy. 
The  amount  of  French  depredations  is  known  to 
have  been  nearly  four  millions  at  that  period,  for 
we^aid  it  to  our  own  merchants  according  to' 
the  convention  of  1803.  and  the  character  of  the 
belligerent  edicts  are  before  us»  We  can  see  and 
compare  them  for  ourselves.  We  predicate  the 
present  war  without  equal  data^  upon  an  alleged 
amount  of  wrongs. 

If,  sir,  we  pass  the  bill  before  us  to  raise  the 
twenty-five  thousand  men, it  will  be  rather  a  Con- 
gressional than  a  Presidential  army.  The  Pres- 
ident, under  his  view  of  the  occasion,  recommends 
an  additional  force  of  ten  thousand  men  as  »ufii- 
cient  to  put  the  country  in  that  armor  and  atti- 
tude which  he  deemed  propter  to  meet  the  crisis ; 
and  still,  not  with  views  of  inimediaie  war.  so  fac 
as  we  know,  we  make  it  tweot)r-five  thousand, 
«od  declare  them  for  purposes  of  immediate  war. 
All  this  may  be.,  as  it  should  be,  a  just  and  wise 
course,  but  it  appeared  to  him  like  supporting  the 
Administration  over  much.  He  was  willing  to 
support  it.  and  go  with  the  majority  so  long  as 
they  adhered  to  the  principles  which  brought 
them  into  power,  and  no  longer. 

Mr.  STOw.^Mr.  Speaker,  as  I  am  not  in  the 
habit  of  occupying  the  time  of  this  House,  I  trust 
they  will  listen  to  the  few  observationa  I  am  about 
to  make  with  patience.  The  subject  is  of  the  ut- 
most importance,  and  as  it  is  my  misfortune  to 
differ  in  opinion  with  most  of  my  political  friends, 
it  is  a  duty  I  owe  to  this  House,  to  my  constitu- 
ents, and  to  myself,  to  make  some  expianation* 

We  are  this  day  qalled  upoo,  Mr.  Speaker,  to 
decide  the  most  momentous  question  which  haa 
ever  came  before  the  Legislature  of  this  country 
since  the  Declaration  of  [ndependirnce.  On  our 
decision  hang  the  future  destinies  of  our  country. 
Peace  and  war  arealike  before  us.  Our  determi- 
nation is,  in  my  opinion,  to  pronounce  whether 
this  country  shall  have  peace,  plenty,  laws,  liberty 
and  rational  religion  ;  or  whether  we  shall  have 
not  a  single  war,  of  two,  six  or  eight  years,  as  the 
case  may  be— but  whether,  by  one  war,  we  shall 
create  an  interest  which  will  filunge  us  into  all 
the  future  wars  which  shall  agitate  the  civilized 
world.  But  we  are  told  that  whenever  a  nation 
is  injured,  honor  imperiously  cailait  lo  w«i^-«tfaat 


we  must  fight — that  it  is  diahoaorable  toetlcQ^ttt 
I  deny  that  honor  or  prudence  reqeires  the  in- 
discriminate resistance  of  injury,  either  ia  an  io- 
dividual  or  in  a  nation:  how  long  to  bear,aBd 
when  to  resist,  is  the  province  of  reason  lo  decide, 
not  of  passion— it  is  the  business  of  sooDd  ealco- 
lation ;  it  roust  be  determined  from  an  enlightened 
view  of  all  the  attendant  circumstances.  Amoo« 
these  circumstances  I  readily  admit,  that  the  re- 
putation of  courage,  the  character  of  areD^iov 
wrongs,  is  entitled  to  great  consideration,  inl^ 
much  as  it  often  prevents  future  insult  and  iajary. 
It  is  wisdom  to  determine  on  the  best  course, aod 
when  that  course  is  determined  on,  it  is  coarage 
firmly  to  pursue  it;  and  it. is  honorable  to  list» 
alike  to  the  dictates  of  wisdom,  as  well  as  of  cour- 
age. I  confess  I  am  too  proud  to  calculate-ii 
the  language  of  unerring  truth,  "^  to  sit  doiriiud 
count  the  cost." 

Fpr  what  do  we  go  to  war  1    Not  for  the  coo- 
forts  or  conveniences  of  life — not  for  oar  laodi. 


our  wives,  our  children,  our  families — not  for  ov 


laws,  our  liberties,  or  our  institutions  :  all  the>eve 
have,  and  they  are  safe.  For  I  do  maiotaiQ,3ilr. 
Speaker,  that  our  country  is  esaentially  prosper- 
( ous.  It  is  highly  so,  when  compared  with  ity 
other  cocmtry.  Our  agrioukure  and  manufactores 
are  daily  improving.  Where  is  the  person  it 
America  who  suffers  for  want  of  the  neces^ries 
of  life')— for  food,  clothing  or  shelter?  Where 
are  the  children  who  want  instruction,  or  wbo  eo 
hungry  to  bed?  If  we  go  to  war,  it  will  be  fcr 
iuxurieft,  not  for  necessaries,  tknow  that  coosidff- 
able  difficulties  exist  in  our  mercantile  towns 
from  the  it&terruption  of  trade,  and  I  deeplf  re^(t 
them;  but  many  of  the  evils  of  which  we  eoo- 
plain  have  not  ppruog  from  foreign  injury— tfa«T 
are  artificial-^they  have  grown  out  of  oarextfi- 
sive  system  of  banking.  By  means  of  baoks, 
credit  has  been  obtained  easily — ^money  hax  ap- 
peared plenty :  we  have  been,  too  extravagant  id 
our  expenses,  and  we  hare  contracted  debts  vith 
toa  much  facility.  War  will  not  remedy  tbese 
evils— it  will  not  pay  oordehts,  but  it  will  incifise 
the  disorder,  and  plunge  us  deeper  i«to  debt. 

But  we  are  going  to  war  for  commerce.  Con- 
merce  will  be  annihilated  by  war.  We  are  to 
fight  for  the  rlitht  of  earrying  our  prodoetioas  to 
the  Continent,  where  oo  prudent  man  would  carrf 
them.  We  are  to  go  to  war  for  what  mast  be 
destroyed  by  war ;  and  we  are  about  to  fif bt  ^ 
the  right  of  going  where  we  do  not  want  to^: 
or,  are  we  to  fight  our  cotton  and  tobacco  throngb 
the  hosftle  ieets  of  Gf«at  Britain,  and  through 
the  municipal  edicu  of  Napolecm,  to  a  market, 
and  then  trust  fortune  for  getting  the  avails  of  it 
back  ?  For  these  idle  prorjects— for  these  less  than 
'•shadowy  forms" — we  are  about  to  ploage  this 
nation  into  all  the  horrors  of  war.  For  these  we 
are  to  have  standing  armies,  iind  navies,  aod  io- 
pressments,  (for  I  do  maintain,  that  from  tbe 
nature  of  the  thing,  to  make  a  nary  effieteet,  yos 
must  resort  to  impressment,)  and  widows,  aM 
orphans,  and  taxes,  and  debts,  and  funding  systems' 
and  contractors,  and  stockjobbers^  aod  specaiaioj^ 
and  fiseeoiiTe  patn»age.    Canr  any  cune  » 
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iddcdl  Yes,  monarchy,  io  dae  tiide,  for  these 
are  ibe  stuff  which  monarchies  are  made  of.  And 
!brall  these  evils  the  people,  that  is.  the  industri- 
)us  farmers  and  mechanics,  are  to  be  compensa- 
ed  io  Cluebec,  in  Halifax,  and  in  glory.  When 
ill  the  vices  and  calamities  which  attend  the  sys- 
em  of  an  eternal  succession  of  wars,  present 
heoiselves  before  me,  as  a  lover  of  my  country,  I 
lardly  know  whether  to  wish  that  the  war  we 
re  about  to  engage  in  may  he  successful  or  not. 
f  it  khall  be  unsuccessful,  I  shall  have  to  endure 
bemoriification  of  seeipg  my  country  disgraced; 
od,  if  successful,  I  fear  it  will  lure  her  on  to  a 
jTstem  of  wars  and  debts^  which  most  end  in  the 
}s$  of  her  liberties. 

We  are  told.  Mr.  Speaker,  that  commerce  must 
e  protected,  t'lom  whom  does  this  come?  Have 
beshipofvners  asked  your  assistance?  Are  there 
Dy  peiitions  from  merchants  on  your  table  ?  No. 
L  bey,  for  once,  beg  only  that  vou  will  let  them 
loDe ;  you  have  already  loved  them  (as  the  ape 
id  her  child)  so  well,  that  you  have  bugged  them 
Imost  to  death.  It  is  remarkable  that  this  spisit 
f  protecting  commerce  has  come  from  the  in- 
.'rior!  It  is  not  from  the  ship  owners,  bui  it  is 
'om  men  furthest  removed  from  ships.  When  a 
lan  rises  in  this  House,  you  may  almost  tell  how 
rdeoi  he  will  be,  by  knowing  kow  far  dtstan«  he 
res  from  the  sea.  But  how,  Mr.  Speaker,  are 
re  ^oing  to  protect  commerce  ?  By  taking  Caa- 
da!  under  this  preteit  (I  meant  to  say  project^) 
ur  commerce  is  really  to  be  swept  from  the  ocean 
-it  is  to  be  annihilated  !  How  will  the  capture 
r  Canada  protect  commerce?  It  will  be  like  a 
kao  who,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  rice  field, 
lould  go  and  fence  his  neighbor's  corn  field.  No, 
Ir.  Speaker,  if  you  will  defend  your  rights  on  the 
:eaD,  it  must  be  by  a  powerful  maritime  force-^ 
must  be  by  seventy-fours — ^it  must  be  such  a 
tree  as  can  cope  witti  your  enemy :  lay  a  fifty-six 
3UQd  weight  in  one  scale^  and  go  to  puttins 
3uad  weights  in  the  other  scale,  and  you  will 
aTe  done  nothing  till  you  have  put  in  fifty-six  of 
iem--you  will  not  have  raised  the  opposite  side  a 
ogle  inch.  It  is  (he  same  in  maritime  afiaira— 
ajess  a  nation  can  cope  with,  she  builds  ships 
aljr  for  her  enemy;. 

1  repeat,  that  it  is  the  business  of  sound  ealcu- 
tioQ,  to  determine  whether  the  evils  induced  by 
ich  a  fleet,  would  not  be  greater  than  all  we 
lould  suffer  from  the  want  of  it.  The  object  of 
cation,  or  individual,  ought  to  be,  to  choose  the 
a^t  possible  evil.  Without  regarding  this  pria- 
ple,  a  person,  because  he  had  a  right  to  travel  a 
ruin  road|  would  not  go  round  an  inch,  but 
ould  push  forward,  alt£}V^h  it  were  beaet  by 
gh  way  men,  and  his  advance  were  certain  death, 
person  who  should  fight  for  mere  right,  with- 
it  any  calculation  of  utility,  would  stop  to  cuff 
bear  or  a  thorn  bush,  if  it  chanced  to  be  in  his 
ay.    But,  Mr.  Speaker,  some  gentlemen  appear 

have  an  utter  aversion  to  calculation-^ they 
em  as  if  they  did  not  dare  to  trust  theqiselves 
ith  it — they  can  hardly  bear  to  adiourn  from 
ly  to  day.  Let  me  tell  those  gentlemen,  who 
ive  so  much  fear  that  the  spirit  will  cool  by  a 
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little  delay, and  a  little  reflection,  that  they  would 
soon  cool  under  the  walls  of  Q,uebec.  If  they  can- 
not trust  themselves  in  this  comfortable  place, 
they  would  soon  be  brought  to  other  cotinsels 
amidst  the  snows  of  Canada. 

Thus,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  endeavored  to  ex- 
lain,  though  in  short,  my  views  of  the  subject, 
n  the  present  situation  of  the  world,  I  am  in 
favor  of  peace — but  the  majority  have  the  right 
to  decide.  I  shall  consider  the  vote  about  to  be 
given  on  this  bill  as  pronouncing  their  determi- 
nation ;  and  should  it  be  in  favor  of  war,  I  shall 
deem  it  my  duty  to  support  that  determination, 
and  to  do  all  in  my  power  to  make  war  successful, 
and  to  ^ring  it  to  kn  honorable  close. 

Mr.  D.  11.  Williams  ^ald,  there  was  nothing 
more  natural  than  a  desire  to  justify  the  vote  we 
are  called  upon  to  give  upon  so  important  a  ques- 
tion a  question  as  the  present;  even  io  ordinary 
cases  it  is  both  natural  and  Justifiable ;  much 
more  so  in  a  case  which  is  of  sufficient  ma&:ni- 
tude,  abstractly  considered,  to  excite  all  our  solici- 
tude, now  become  infinitely  more  momentous  by 
the  course  the  argument  has  taken;  for  the  ques- 
tion is,  not  only  shall  the  bill  pass,  but  shall  there 
be  war  ? 

After  the  maturest  deliberation  he  had  been 
able  to  give  the  subject,  he  must  confess  that  he 
was  not  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  details  of  the 
bill  before  the  House.  He  believed  it  to  be  fairly 
liable  to  the  objections  urged  against  it  by  his 
worthy  friend  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Macon.) 
Sir,  the  organization  of  the  troops  contemplated 
to  be  raised  is  new ;  it  is  triie  it  had  been  inti- 
mated to  be  an  imitation  of  the  French  organiza- 
tion, but  that  is  not  the  fact,  and,  viewing  it  as 
an  experiment,  he  could  not  but  distrust  it  or  any 
other  that  should  be  attempted  at  this  time.  It 
puts  down  the  old  system,  which  carried  us  safe 
and  triumphant  through  our  war,  and  perhaps 
might  better  through  another  than  to  rake  up  one 
that  is  new,  untried,  experimental;  besides,  it 
certainly  does  establish  a  preference  in  the  com- 
mand or  officers  of  the  same  grade  in  the  old  and 
this  new  army;  he  thought  the  jealousies  suffi- 
cient already,  without  addioz  new  causes;  but  as 
it  is  impossible  every  memoer  should  obtain  his 
precise  wishes  in  matters  of  detail,  perhaps  no 
one  ought  sooner  to  distrust  bis  own  judgment 
than  himself,  and  as  the  pfinciple  of  the  bill  met 
bis  approbation,  be  would  vote  for  it,  more  espe- 
cially as  he  considered  it  the  first  measure  of  war 
against  Great  Britain. 

To  his  mind  there  appeared  to  be  only  these 
courses  left, for  the  nation:  Repeal  the  non- 
importation law  and  take  a  war  with  France; 
maxe  war  on  Great  Britain,  or  submit  to  the 
principle  of  her  Orders  io  Council.  Which  alter- 
native then  shall  we  accept  ?  He  had  no  agency 
in  bringing  the  country  into  its  present  situation, 
but  it  was  not,  therefore,  less  his  duty  to  exert 
every  effort  to  rescue  her  from  it.  The  period 
had  arrived  when  be  considered  indifference  as 
criminal;  that  he  who  was  not  for  his  country 
was  against  it.  He  was  not  disposed  to  repeal 
the  non- importation  law  at  this  time ;  because  h^ 
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considered,  no  matter  whether  he  approved  of  the 
fact  or  not,  that  the  faith  of  the  nation  was 
pledged  to  retain  it,  and  that  its  repeal  would,  of 
course,  be  a  violation  of  that  faith  ;  nor  did  he 
believe  that  any  circumstance  could  arise,  bo  im- 
perious in  his  mind,  as  to  induce  him,  by  any 
Tote  of  his,  to  violate  a  faith  so  dear,  and  hereto- 
fore so  immaculate.  •  The  repeal  of  that  law,  hajy- 
pen  when  it  may,  must  necessarily  depend  on 
circumstances  that  are  not  yet  known. 

To  yield  to  the  principle  of  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil, is  a  virtual  abandonment  of  the  rights  of  an 
Independent  nation.  He  meant  not  to  drivel  out 
this  debate  by  following  some  gentlemen  through 
'their  tedious  details  concerning  the  relative  im- 
portance of  the  events  of  1798 ;  let  us  come  home 
to  the  present  times,  and  inquire  what  is  that 
principle  ?  Practically  considered,  it  is  the  exer- 
cise or  supreme  legislation  over  us,  involving  not 
only  all  the  attributes  of  legitimate  sovereignty 
but  despotism  direct.  And  when  honored  with 
seats  in  this  House,  while  intrusted  with  the 
interests  and  rights,  too.  of  the  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  shall  we  basely,  and  without  resist- 
ance, succumb  to  British  domination?  The  ques- 
tion then  is,  ought  resistance  to  be  made  by  physi- 
cal force? 

He  could  not  but  rejoice  that  neither  the  revo- 
cation nor  modification  of  the  French  edicts  enter 
into  the  present  discussion.  However  positive 
jand  important  the  repeal  or  modification  of  the 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  may  be  to  us,  they  are, 
10  relation  to  Great  Britain,  now  merged  by  her 
in  considerations  of  far  different  character  and 
import.  The  demands  made  by  that  Qovern- 
ment,  through  its  accredited  Mini»ter  here,  has 
thrown  the  repeal  of  those  decrees  entirely  out  of 
the  dispute;  because,  contrary  to  her  solemn  and 
reiterated  promises,  whether  they  are  repealed  or 
not,  her  orders  are  to  be  continued  in  force.  What 
now  is  made  the  basis  of  their  revocation  ?  You 
•re  required  to  act  within  the  territorial  limfts  of 
France;  to  put  down  her  municipal  regulations; 
to  overthrow  her  whole  system  of  internal  trade 
and  manufacture,  whereby  a  channel  may  be 
opened  for  the  introduction  of  British  manufac* 
tures  into  French  ports.  Is  it  possible  that  any 
man  can  mistake  the  secret  object  of  such  a  re- 
quisition ?  Can  it  be  concealed  that  it  is  equiva- 
lent to  an  absolute,  unqualified  rejection  of  every 
overture  for  a  repeal  on  her  part?  What  pretext 
of  justice  has  she  for  such  a  demand  ?  Are  French 
manufactures  admitted  into  her  ports?  Will  she 
admit  them  under  any  circumstance  whatever? 
Does  she  even  permit  you,  who  are  to  procure 
this  advantage  for  her,  to  carry  your  own  manu- 
factures to  her  dominions?  No.  If,  then,  the 
renunciation  of  the  principle  of  her  orders  depends 
upon  our  securing  to  her  the  introduction  of  her 
manufactures  into  France,  what  are  we  to  ex- 
pect? What  other  resource  than  positive  resist- 
ance have  we  left?  We  are  then  brought  to  a 
direct  decision,  either  to  submit  to  the  principle, 
or  to  oppose  it  by  force.  Submit !  did  he  say  ? 
he  shrunk  with  detestation  from  the  idea !  Indeed 
he  felt  humbled  by  the  seeming  necessity  oft 


speaking  of  it ;  but  the  nntleman  from  Virpna 
(Mr.  Sbeffby)  had  made  it  necessary  to  expose 
such  a  ruinous  and  disgraceful  course.  Mochas 
he  res|iected^be  did  not  mean  to  reflect  opoo 
the  man — but  his  arguments  he  abhorred. 

To  his  mind  every  hope  that  an  accomnoda- 
tion  may  yet  be  effected  with  Great  Britain  ap- 
pears perfectly  unfounded.  If  there  is  a  member 
of  this  House  too  idle  to  examine,  or  baTio^ ex- 
amined the  documents  on  your  table,  hsa  iKt 
confidence  in  their  statements,  or  docs  oot  ix- 
lieve  that  every  effort  by  negotiation  has  beea 
made,  such  a  man  deserves  not  to  be  confioct^i 
to  all  others,  any  illustration  of  mine  is  ooDecft- 
sary.  Sir,  negotiation  has  been  exhausted ;  tbeie 
is  silent' but  conclusive  testimonv  to  the  foci 
Neither  within  this  House,  nor  without  it.  teb 
knowledge,  has  any  man,  however  violeotif  op- 
posed to  the  Administration,  ventured  the  sligat- 
eat  tntiraatioQ  to  the  contrary ;  even  the  geati^ 
man  from  Virginia,  acute  as  he  is,  and  bardv 
he  labored  against  the  bill,  did  not  suggest  a 
doubt.  Jf)  then,  aegotiaiion  is  exhaosted—it  bi 
fact  no  where  dented — whataltematire  hareie 
bat  to  fight  or  anccumb  ?  Ckntlemeo  oeni  act 
dwell  upon  the  miseries,  the  consequences  of  vtr. 
I  dread  the  curses  of  posterity  more.  Boisi'. 
what  are  the  causes  of  war  ?  Similar  iojoric 
with  those  of  which  the  old  Congress  comi^aioei 
and  against  which  they  fought.  Great  Briuii 
"  exercises  unboonded  sovereign tf  on  the  oceaD; 
'  she  names  the  ports  and  nations  to  which  >!•}» 
'  our  merchandise  should  be  carrrod,  aod  wii 
*  whom  atone  we  should  trade.''  The  waBioe 
plunder  of  our  property — the  an  provoked  is* 
pressment  of  our  fellow-citizens — the  assertioo  d 
jirioeiph  s,  and  the  practice  upon  them,  absoioteif 
tncompatiMe  with  our  independence !  Shall  Ifs 
on?  fio.  Gentlemen  cannot  bear  to  hear  t!K 
nauseoas  oataiogue  of  wrongs  repeated ;  notvit^ 
standing  they  will  not  resent  them.  Thesaise 
Mtleman  from  Virginia  acknowledges  we  ban 
had  aofficient  and  justifiable  causes  of  warew 
since  the  years  1805  and  1606,  Indeed!  v^^ 
were  they  ?  The  iaterruption  of  a  tiade  doiiaf 
war,  not  enjoyed  in  a  time  of  peace.  Wastke 
impressment  of  seamen  then  such  a  cause  ofw^ 
if  these  were  justifiable  causes  of  war  theo.  bor 
can  he  refuse  to  avenge  the  wrongs  of  his  coo^ 
try  now.  increased  and  extended  astbejare?  To 
his  mind  the  interruption  of  that  foreign  carryisf 
trade,  injurious  as  it  was,  bears  no  eompan^a 
with  her  restrictioiM  on  the  exportation  of  os^ 
own  products.  He  could  not  give  utteraoceto 
the  indignation  he  ft\i  at  the  impositioa  of  i 
transit  duty  on  our  commerce  to  any  pan  o^^^^ 
world  that  Great  Britain  might  choose  to  iottf' 
diet.  No ;  the  gentleman  may  reply,  the  Orders 
in  Council  do  not  levy  contribution  onoortra^e 
now,  they  are  modified,  so  as  only  to  ioterdict 
particular  places.  If  one  place,  why  not  ererf 
other  place?  But,  indeed,  has  that  proud, ha* 
bending  nation  modified  her  orders,  of  whom  b^ 
declared  it  was  impossible  to  divert  from  herpo^ 
pose  ?  Was  it  discovered  Khe  had  taken  too  ratf 
IkoM  upon  the  peaceable  habits  of  oar  peopi^^ 
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That  (be  imposition  of  such  a  tax  had  exalted  « 
fermeDt  iDJurioUs  to  herself,  the  oonsequence  of 
which  DO  sophistry  could  conceal  1  Was  the  hura- 
log  of  gia  at  Ballimore  ealcuiaied  to  indoce  a 
)eTief  that  it  might  renew  the  same  sceiMs  with 
be  destruction  of  tea  at  Boston  ?  The  outrage 
ira5,iadeed,  too  nearly  allied  to  the  causes  of  the 
[ieroluiion  to  be  borne.  The  orders  are  there- 
ore  modified  ;  but  the  evil  still  exists,  the  prin- 
siple  is  retained,  and  is  the  same,  whether  exer- 
ijsed  by  her  in  imposing  a  tax  on  our  trad6,  in 
estriciiag  our  commerce  to  particular  places,  or 
D  asserting  unbounded  sovereignty  on  the  ocean. 
iVhat,  at  this  moment,  is  the  practical  operation 
if  her  orders?  She  marks  out  the  course  and  des- 
maiion  of  your  shi[»,  laden  with  the  productions 
>f  your  own  soil ;  if  you  vary  in  the  least  from 
he  limits  she  prescri^bea^  your  property  is  cap- 
ared  and  condemned  '*for  contravening  Ilis 
dajestv's  Orders  in  Council !"  Shall  we  be  again 
iked  for  the  causes  of  war  ? 

The  same  eentleman  of  Virginia  asks,  what  are 
he  objects  of  the  war?  The  objects  are  necessar 
ily  involved  in  the  causes  of  war  i  and,  to  hia 
njnd,  were  legitimate,  bonorahle,  just,  and  necesr 
ary.   The  liberation  of  our  unfortunate,  incarce- 
ited  £«aroen  is  one  object  acknowledged  by  the 
entleman  to  be  proper.    The  sufferings  ot  this 
meritorious  description  of  citizens,  who  are  as 
lueh  entitled  to  protection  as  any  other,  (no  mat- 
it  how  elevated,)  cannot  be  palliated,  aod  ought 
0  longer  to  be  endured.    The  right  (not  a  rf- 
tricted  permission  from  Great  Britain)  to  a  free 
nd  common  use  of  the  ocean  is  anotiier;  the 
enuDciation  pf  a  principle  which  exercises  for- 
iga  jurisdiction  over  us,  another;    the  reac- 
Dowledgment,  not  in  form,  but  in  fact,  of  inde- 
endence — practical  sovereignty — another.  There 
an  be  neither  security  for  our  rights  nor  our  prop- 
rty,  when  the  power  of  taxation  can  be  exer- 
ised,  (it  is  immaterial  under  what  name  or  char- 
cier,)  without  representation  ;  for  surely  the  pro- 
uce  of  labor  is  his,  who  can  take  of  it  whatever 
e  pleases.    Depiived  of  these  great  and  vital  oh- 
^cts,  who  has  a  mind  to  calculate  the  restiJt  ? 
Lod  yet,  great  and  vital  as  they  are,  they  coosti- 
lie  only  a  part.    Will  the  gentleman  reply,  they 
re  neither  just  nor  necessary  7    What  gave  rise 
0  the  Revolution  ?    Not  a  paltry  tax  on  sumps 
r  tea,  but  the  assertion  of  the  right  to  those  taxes. 
Vhat  now  is  our  situation?    The  principle  and 
ractices  against  which  we  are  called  upon  to 
et,  are,  in  magnitude  and  importance,  infinitely 
"anscending  those  of  that  day.    To  avoid  war, 
re  have  receded,  step  by  step,  until  we  have  not 
ae  inch  of  honorable  ground  left  to  stand  on. 
^rc  we  not  degenerated?    He  woi^ld  be  glad  to 
ttrn  from  the  gentleman  which  of  the  numerous 
otrages  we  have  sufiered  from  Great  Britain  is 
reatest.    So  numerous  are  they,  it  appeared  to 
is  mind  almost  impossible  to  determme  which 

worst.  We  are  now  called  upon  to  assert  these 
>jects;  if  there  is  no  other  practicable  mode 
lan  force,  we  are  bound  to  make  great  and  cheer- 
tl  sacrifices  to  sustain  that  force*  But  suppose 
^qualified  submission  is  yielded,  will  that  satisfy 


her?  He  thought  not.  A  disposition  to  advance 
on  a  receding  opponent  marks  her  character; 
your  own  experience  teaches ;  yield  them  but  for 
a  cent,  or  a  moment,  and  her  system  is  fastened 
on  yoor  neck  forever.  To  war  there  must  be  an 
end;  to  this  there  neverwill.be.  Her  system, 
sir,  is  levelled  at  your  most  valuable  interests ;  in 
a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  it  carries  poverty  and 
wretchedness  everywhere;  in  every  other  it  ought 
to  be  spurned  with  detestation.  Indeed,  sir,  it  is 
fastening  a  gangrene  at  the  heart  of  the  nationi 
which  will  imposthumate  in  corruption  and  ruin; 
its  life-strings  must  rot. 

It  has  been  said  our  Constitution  is  not  calcu- 
lated to  sustain  a  war.    It  surely  is  not  calculated 
fpr  submission;  if  it  be,  its  brightest  glories  are 
gone,  and  his  solicitude  for  its  preservation  must 
vanish  with  its  virtues.    He  did  not  believe  this 
was  the  fact.    What  is  this  Constitution  ?    It  is 
a  system  of  government  which  combines  a  vast 
variety  of  interests  and  character  in  one  great 
national  family^    In  this  family  are  many  pecu- 
liar interests;  now,  then,  is  it  to  be  kept  together? 
He  wished  to  feel  for  the  people  of  New  Bngiand 
as  he  felt  for  the  people  of  the  South — each  have 
their  peculiar  interests.    That  of  the  Eastern  sec- 
tion of  the  Union  depends  upon  the  right  to  navi- 
gate' the  oceai^ ;  that  of  the  Southern  States,  in 
the  possession  of  a  certain  species  of  personal 
property.    If  you  withdraw  the  protection  of  the 
General  Government  from  either,  what  is  there 
left  to  cement  its  attachment  to  the  Union  ?  Will  , 
any  man  contend  that  the  rights  of  the  one  on 
the  ocean  are  not  as  dear^  or  ought  not  to  he 
maintained,  as  far  as  practicable,  as  inviolate  af 
those  of  the  other  on  the  land  ?   But  it  has  been 
said,  by  the  same  gentleman  the  people  will  not 
support  a  war  for  any  object  that  does  not  touch 
their  soil.    There  seems  to  be  a  sort  of  magic  in 
these  wojrds.    The  British  capture  American  ve»- 
sels  laden  with  the  products  of  our  own  soil,  dear 
lined  to  France;  the  people  will  not  resent  this, 
because  the  soil  is  not  touched.    He  WQuld  b^ 
glad  to  learn  from  the  gentleman  what  principle 
IS  there  that  will  justify  the  seizure  of  our  pror 
duce  on  its  passage  from  Charleston  to  Bordeaux  * 
that  will  not  equally  justify  the  capture  of  out 
vessels  bound  from  Boston  to  New  York  ?  What 
then  becomes  of  your  coasting  trade,  the  moat 
important  branch  of  commerce?    It  may  all  be 
destroyed ;  and  yet,  according  to  the  doctrines  of 
the  day,  the  soil  is  not  touchjedl  But  the  destroe- 
tion  of  the  coasting  trade  is  not  sufficient  to  sat- 
isfy the  implacable  hatred  of  the  enemy;  the 
bays,  rivers,  and  harbors,  are  infested  with  pi- 
rates; everything  that  floated  on  their  broad 
bosoms  is  also  destroyed ;  this  comes  still  nearer 
the  land,  yet  the  soil  is  not  touched  1  Suppose  the 
soil  is  touched,  the  hostile  standard  planted  on 
the  castle,  and  Boston  laid  in  ashes,  will  the  gen- 
tleman be  contented  to  drive  the  enemy  to  the 
lines?  He  dare  not  follow  them ;  beyond  it  would 
be  foreign  war  1  Yes,  sir,  just  as  much  foreigi^ 
war  as  we  propose  to  wage;  the  people  will  not 
bear  it !   This  is  just  S4ph  stuff  ^^as  dreams  ara 
I  made  of."    The  soil|  sir,  ia  touched;  he  felt  it 
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every  man  inlist  feel  it  in  his  poctet,  if  not  in  his 
heart,  that  the  soil  is  tooched,  is  riolated.  The 
violation  reaches  to  the  fireside  of  every  man  in 
the  nation,  and  the  violators  ought  to  find  that 
the  day  of  retribution  is  come. 

But,  it  is  said,  this  war  will  not  do ;  it  will  not 
be  popular;  that  the  provocations  in  1798  were 
greater  than  they  now  are,  and  yet  the  old  Re* 
publicans  opposed  the  war  of  that  day.  It  was 
not  his  intention  to  follow  the  g^entleman  fMr. 
Stanford)  through  his  long  details  of  tnose 
times.  He  was  unwilling  now  to  excite  feelings 
long  since  buried.  It  appeared  to  him  that  this 
gentleman's  opposition  was  induced  by  a  singu- 
nir  cause  indeed.*  It  seems  we  have  adopted  a 
new  rule  at  the  present  session — one  not  prac- 
tised on  in  1798 ;  and  as  there  was  no  war  thcDi 
it  will  be  out  of  order  to  resort  to  it  now. 

[Mr.  Stanford  explained,  that  he  had  not  said 
there  was  no  war  then,  but  that  he  had  been  op- 
posed to  the  war.] 

He  thought  (continued  Mr.  Williams)  it  was 
not  material  to  inquire  whether  the  provocation 
was  greater  in  1798  than  now ;  but  whether  the 
present  causes  of  war  can  no  otherwise  be  re- 
moved ;  and  if  not,  is  war  therefore  necessary  and 
just  ?  But,  if  we  must  look  back  into  the  amount 
of  our  losses  then ;  if  gentlemen  must  be  met 
upon  their  miserable  calculations  of  pounds,  shil- 
lings, and  tience,  let  tis  examine  the  statements 
of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina ;  if  I  mis- 

.  take  him  I  shall  be  glad  to  he  corrected.  I  un- 
derstood him  to  say  the  proof  was  indisputable, 
that  the  injuries  then  were  greater  than  the  pres- 
ent, because,  in  the  Louisiana  treaty,  there  was  a 
stipulation  for  the  payment  of  more  than  three 
millions  of  dollars  to  American  citizens,  being  the 
amount  of  depredation  on  our  commerce  by 
France;  and  that  this  sum  far  exceeded  the 
losses  sustained  by  the  Orders  in  Council.  The 
gentleman  is  unfortunate  in  his  comparison.  Al- 
though there  ar6  no  documents  in  the  possession 
of  the  House  which  show  the  number  of  captures 
under  the*  Orders  in  Council,  from  the  best  esii- 

^  mate  he  could  make,  nnd  from  the  opinion  of 
practical  men  in  the  House,  that  amount  falls 
far  short  of  the  recent  captures  that  are  every 
hour  increasing.  Since  the  decision  of  Sir  Wil- 
liam Scott,  in  the  case  of  the  Fox,  ninety  others 
(he  spoke  from  memory)  had  been  condemned. 
The  average  value  of  these  vessels  and  cargoes  is 
considered  low  at  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  in 
the  aggregate  far  exceed  the  losses  he  has  alluded 
to.  When  it  is  remembered,  that,  during  the  op- 
eration of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  American 
merchants  withheld  their  shipments  to  France — 
for  after  the  case  of  the  Horizon  every  one  was 
alarmed^it  is  very  evident  that  the  orders  have 
been  as  deadly  as  in  such  circumstances  they 
could  be.  Is  other  proof  required?  Look  to  the 
insurance  offices;  they  will  not  insure  against 
captures  under  the  Orders  in  Council  for  less 
than  a  war  premium. 

Why,  asked  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Bbefpey,)  shall  we  raise  an  army  now,  when  we 
refused  to  do  it  in  1798  ?  Was  it  because  we  were  j 


then  out,  but  are  now  in?  The  sheer  poiiticao, 
the  man  who  seeks  a  seat  in  this  Hoase  forvbst 
he  can  get,  no  one  can  more  heartily  despise  ihaa 
himself.  Such  are  the  wretches  who  aloofue 
afiected  by  the  circumstance  of  in  and  oit(;  bat 
the  men  who  come  here  to  represent  and  prcocte 
the  interest  of  the  country — who  ask,  whusetk, 
who  wish  for  nothing  for  themselres— caooot  be 
influenced  by  any  such  unworthy consideratio3<. 
Argument  upon  this  point  is  superfluoos.  H* 
appealed  to  the  £>;entleman  himself  forihe fact. 
He  could  not  but  consider  the  indacemeo's  ta 
avoid  the  war  of  1798  to  be  very  different  froa 
such  as  present  themselves  now.  What  wa$cci 
situation  then?  Does  it  bear  the  least  resemblaoti 
to  the  present  ?  We  then  enjoyed  a  prosperogs 
trade  with  Great  Britain,  which  the  gentlemai 
states  to  be  to  that  of  France  as  thirtj-twG9 
two.  Neutrality  was  then  practicable ;  we  vcn 
in  fact  reaping  the  golden  fruits  of  neutral  ink 
While  all  its  rich  streams  were  pouring  JDtoos 
country  from  every  part  of  the  world,  we  ven 
then  growing  rich  and  great;  it  surely  was h- 
expedient  to  go  to  war ;  we  could  gala  ooibic; 
by  it;  it  was  madness.  Do  these  circomstaoces 
exist  now. 

But  the  people  were  jealoas  of  the  Aroy  ii 
1798.  He  wished  he  could  speak  of  the  trao5a^ 
tions  of  those  days  without  alluding  to  tbefacQ 
calculated  to  excite  unpleasant  feelings.  Tbis 
was  not  his  objecL  Why  were  they  jealoosl 
They  saw  that  the  army  was  palpably  useles».G? 
worse.  It  was  impossible  to  employ  it  agaicst 
France';  not  so  against  themselves.  The  z\\n 
and  sedition  laws;  the  doctrine  of  the  necessity 
of  humbling  in  dust  and  ashes  a  great  democratk 
State,  filled  them  with  alarms;  they  feared  their 
then  rulers  intended  to  change  the  Goreromeot 
and  that  the  Army  was  the  instrument  to  efett 
that  purpose.  The  volunteers,  too,  were  opposed- 
their  Praetorian  bands — because  the  power  resuii 
in  the  States,  in  relation  to  them,  was  eoatn- 
vened.  The  States  were  robbed  of  the  at>solo» 
right  to  officer  them;  he  said  robbed,  as  tuit 
power  which  is  wisely  given  to  the  States  isi 
counterpoise  to  the  physical  force  of  the  Geoen^ 
Government,  was  unconstitutionally  taken  fma 
them  and  given  to  the  President  alone. 

He  understood  the  gentleman  from  Yirginii 
(Mr.  Sheppey)  to  say^  we  were  going  to  war  for 
a  mere  phantom ;  for,  if  the  orders  were  repealed 
to-morrow,  the  trade  to  France  was  not  wortb 
having.  What  are  the  orders  worth?  said  be 
Nothing;  they  were  only  paper  and  ink.  Ti^^ 
deep  inroad  that  horrible  system  has  madeootii^ 
character  and  interest  of  his  country  ought  sot 
to  be  so  considered.  Is  it  possible  iheresbouW 
be  one  roan  left  in  the  nation  who  can  think  the 
revocation  of  a  principle  which  not  onlpbuts 
the  continent  of  Europe  against  your  commerce, 
but  warrants  its  extension  through  every  spwi^ 
and  grade  of  injury  and  insult,  only  paper  aoa 
ink !  It  may  be  easy  for  the  gentleman,  who  esQ- 
mates  national  honor  as  a  bubble,  to  contempiai^ 
the  Orders  in  Council  with  perfect  indiflVreDce. 
but,  for  himsdf,  he  could  not  see  in  them  lor 
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bios  that  was  not  perfectly  loctlisome.  Sir,  we 
tare  ulked  to  long  about  trade — about  what 
ugbt  aod  oaght  not  to  be  muted— it  seemed  we 
ad  forgotten  what  it  ever  bad  been.  Let  as  look 
aek  a  little ;  perhaps  when  we  are  sensible  of 
rbat  we  have  ioat,  we  ,ma^  be  wilHog  to  make 
le  greater  efforts  to  re&ain  it.  lam  apprized, 
r,  that  the  theory  of  the  balance  of  trade  be- 
reeo  nat ions',  tal^n  from.cttstpm-hoQse  books, 
ire  have  no  other  authority,^  has  constantly, 
3d,  perbajis,  will  continue  to  deceive  the  wisest 
atesmen;  but.  sq  far  as  our  reports  from  the 
'reasury  go  to  show  the  amount  of  actual  im* 
)rts  and  eiporia,  ihey  may  be  safely  relied  on. 
iTbat,  sir,  was  the  state  of  oar  coiomerce  in 
mi  Upon  an  average  of  the  years  1802,  1803, 
id  1804,  it  stood  thus:  To  the  British  domis* 
ins,  in  Europe,  (Gil»altar  excepted.)  we  annu- 
ls exported,  of  dosiestic  products,  $16,430,000; 
f  foreign  merchandise,  (2  260,000;  making  an 
(gregate  of  exports»'915.690,000 ;  but  the  amount 
f  oar  imports^  from  the  same  places,  was  $27y- 
)0.000;  leaving  a  balance  in  favor  of  Great  Brit- 
io  of  $11,710,000;  but  notwichstanding  the  ez- 
)r(atioo  of  cotioa  had  inerettsed  in  1804  to 
}^,000,  the  exports  of  that  year  were  only 
13,200,000,  while  the  importation  had  been 
relied  to  the  enprmoua  amount  of  $27,600,060; 
ariog  a  balance  against  us,  for  that  year,  $14,t 
)0,000»  The  balance  in  favor  of  Great  Britain, 
loiir  trade  to  British  India,  is  stated  at  98,500,000, 
hich,  added  to  that  of  her  European  dominions. 
^ostiiQte  a  balance  in  iier  favor  of  $15,240,000. 

is  to  this  point  he  wished  to  call  thie  geatle- 
aa's  aiientioD.    How  is  that  balaoce  obtftined  ? 

he  will  attempt  lo  account  for  it  indisputably, 
}  must  find  the  Orders  in  Council  are  not  merely 
tper  and  ink.  Again,  sir,  the  importations  from 
I  parts  of  the  world,  during  the  sam'e  period, 
ere,  from  British  dominions,  $35,970,000;  from 
«  Northern  Puwers.  Prussia  and  Germany, 
(.094,000;  from  Holland,  France,  Spain,  and 
aly,  (now  France.)  $25475.000;  from  the  do- 
ioioDs  of  Portugal,  $1.083,000 ;  from  China  and 
her  native  Powers  of  Asia,  $4^856,000 ;  from  all 
her  places,  ^38,000;  making  an  aggregate  of 
'5,316,000.  The  exports  fur  the  same  period, 
i<l  to  all  other  parts  of  the  world,  were,  of  do- 
estic  produce,  $39,928,000;  of  foreign  merchan- 
i^e,  $28,533,000;  of  these  amounts  there  were 
(ported  to  the  coo ntfiea' over  which  the  French 
)n)jnron  is  now  extended,  of  domestic  produce, 
12,183,000,  and  of  foreign  merchandise,  $18,- 
15.000 ;  making  the  aggregate  exports  to  those 
aces.  $30,673,000;  the  aggregateim  ports  amount- 
g  to  $25,475,000,  leaves  a  balance  in  our  favor 

$5,203,000;  while,  at  the  aiame  time,  the  bai- 
lee was  on  the  trade  to  British  dominions,  815,* 
iO,000  against  us.  Sir,  what  hat  become  of  this 
>mmerce  ?  He  entreated  the  gentleman  to  in- 
rm  us  how  this  immense  balaace  was  to  be  set- 
id  when  all  the  commerce  of  the  country,  to 
ber  places  than  British,  was  cut  offi  Every 
tactical  man  knows,ihe  gentleman  himself  must 
DOW,  that  the  profits  of  the  trade  now  destroyed 
f  the  Orders  io  Council  are  neeeasaiy  to  mntke 


up  the  defidit  of  our  exports  to  Great  Britain. 
The  gentleman  states  the  exports  of  domestic 
produce  to  France  ai  $2,700,000;  to  Great  Brit- 
ain at  932,000,000;  of  course,  said  he,  to  go  to 
war  for  the  revocation  of  the  Orders  in  Council 
would  be  to  barter  a  trade  of  thirty-two  iniilioito 
for  one  of  two  millions  seven  hundred  thbusand 
dollars.  So  that,  by  the. same  process  of  reason- 
ing, had  the  orders  destroved  the  whole  trade  to 
French  dominions,  it  wouid  be  still  more  unwise 
to  resist  them,  as  the  trade  to  Great  Britain  would 
be  in  a  «till  greater  proportion  than  thirty-two  to 
two*  Is  it  possible  the  gentleman  should  not  see 
that,  by  his  argument,  the  greater  the  injury  suf- 
fered from  the  Orders  In  Council,  the  greater 
would  be  their  justiiBcation  1 

[Mr.  SHfiPFEY  explained,  that  he  had  stated  the 
exports  to  France  were  only  $2,700,000,  previous 
to  the  existence  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  and 
therefore  could  not  have  been  reduced  to  that 
sum  by  those  orders.  He  was  satisfied  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  did  not  mean  to 
mistake  him.] 

The  gentleman  (continued  Mr.  Williams) 
does  me  justice;  to  misrepresent  him  is  the  far^ 
thest  thing  from  my  intention.  But,  Mr.  Speaketi 
there  is  no  difference  in  point  of  fact  between  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  and  myself,  however 
we  may  differ  about  terms.    Sir,  that  trade  was 
destroyed  by  British  agency,  and  it  is  altogether 
immaterial  whether  the  destruction  was  effected 
by  ber  blockade  of  France,  or  by  this  or  that 
Order  of  Council ;  the  injury  is  received,  the  de- 
struction  is  effected,  the  principle  is  the  same. 
Sir,  the  injury  is  not  confined  to  the  reduction  of 
the  trade  to  France  only,  but  aJTecls  that  to  Great 
Britain  also,  ao  far  as  its  profits  are  necessary  to 
maintain  that  trade.    But  what  is  the  condition 
of  the  commerce  with  Great  Britain  no«',  which 
he  estimates  at  32,000,000?    Truly  miserable. 
The  great  staples  of  your  Country,  wheat  and  flour 
excepted,  (observe  they  are  not  articles  a(  perma- 
nent export  to  Great  Britain,)  had  better  be 
thrown  off  the^wharf  than  shipped  there.    Let 
me  suppose  the  gentleman  lo  be  engaged  io  a  par- 
ticular branch  of  commerce;  that  his  sales  are 
restricted  to  a  market  glutted  with  from  three  to 
ten  times  the  amount  of  its  consumption,  would 
•  not  his  ruin  be  inevitable?    How  is  tobacco  af- 
fected?   Export  75,000  hogsheads  to  any  place 
where  only  15,000  are  consumed,  and  the  effect  is 
obvious.    Inquire  into  the  atate  of  the  cotton 
market ;  where  is  the  crop  of  1810?   A  cnrae  to 
him  who  meddled  with  itl    Where  is  that  of 
ISU?    Rotting  at  home  in  the  hands  of  the 
I  growerj  watting  the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil.   Sir.  I  know,  I  feel  these  to  be  some  of  the 
effects  ot  those  orders ;  yet  they  mu:st  not  be  re- 
sisted, it  would  be  to  barter  a  trade  of  thirty-two 
for  two !  They  are  mere  paper  and  ink ! 

But  we  are  going  to  war  for  honor ;  that  it 
seems  is  a  mere  bubble.  It  was  astonishing  to 
bear  that  gentleman,  who  himself  chemhes  as 
high  notions  of  honor  as  other  men,  should  seek 
to  destroy  it  in  his  own  country.  That  which  is 
sacred  in  an  individual,  cannot  be  less  so  ia  a  na- 
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tion.  Is  that  proud  virtue,  that  ezaUed  attribute, 
without  which  there  is  neither  value  oor  patriot- 
isio  ia  the  iDdividoal,  to  he  treated  with  disre- 
spect, to  be  utterly  discarded,  when  the  great 
concerns  of  the  nation  are  under  consideration  ? 
Of  what  is  the  nation  composed  ?  Of  brutes,  sir, 
or  men  ;  high-minded,  honorable  men  ?  He  pre- 
sumed be  could  offer  no  outrage  so  great  to  that 
ffentleman  as  the  slightest  imputation  on  his 
honor,  and  shall  that  which  graces  the  character 
of  a  gentleman  be  scouted  from  this  House? 
Shall  we,  who  bold  our  honor  dearer  than  life 
and  all  its  blessings,  consider  that  of  the  nation 
as  a  bubble?  Miserable  indeed  will  be  our  con- 
dition, when  there  shall  be  ^  nothing  level  in  our 
cursed  natures,  but  villany  direct."  Sir,  the  gen- 
tleman preaches  a  dangerous  doctrine ;  it  goes  to 
sap  the  foundations  of  society,  to  embitter  the 
sweetest  endearments  of  life.  We  have  travelled 
far  on  the  hieh  road  to  ruin,  when  individuals  are 
taught  to  calculate  their  interests  to  be  at  vari- 
ance with  those  of  the  nation  or  its  Government. 
Such  doctrine  must  destroy  us.  But,  said  the 
gentleman,  if  honor  is  not  a  matter  of  calculation, 
why  pay  the  tribute  to  theBarbary  Powers  ?  He 
hoped  to  be  excused,  when  he  declared  himself 
mortified  to  see  that  itentleman  stoop  to  such  an 
argument;  it  is  destitute  even  of  originality. 

IVhen  the  embargo  was  laid,  every  species  of 
contumely  was  cast  upon  all  who  approved  it. 
We  were  accused  of  crimes,  with  a  prodigality 
of  abuse  that  was  never  before  witnessed.  That 
we  had  abandoned  their  rights  to  the  ocean — that 
our  seamen  had  been  shamefully  sacrificed**- that 
our  Eastern  navieatiug  interest  had  been  treach- 
erously destroyed.'  The  embargo  was  at  length 
given  up,  and  the  non-intercourse  law  was 
adopted.  That,  too,  was  wrong,  says  the  gentle- 
man; then  non-importation  was  resorted  to— 
still  wronff.  He  prsiyed  the  gentleman  to  say 
what  would  be  right.  If  he  will  neither  stay  at 
home  to  avoid  injury,  nor  fight  when  it  is  in*- 
flicted  abroad,  what  will  he  do?  Sir,  I  am  for 
fighting !  No,  says  the  gentleman,  let  us  have  no 
war,  now  you  have  selected  your  enemy,  by  pur- 
chasing of  Napoleon  the  privilege  of  going  to 
France.  Is  that  a  fair  statement  of  the  fact? 
that  gentleman  cannot  believe  it. 

He  is  too  honorable  himself  deliberately  to  sos-. 
pect  others  oi  such  dastardly  conduct.    He  defied 
the  gentleman  to  Ipok  back  upon  the  conduct  of 
the  Administration,  and  point  obt  any  terms 
which  had  been  offered  to  France,  in  the  smallest 
degree,  more  favorable  than  have  been  offered  to 
Kngland.    Were  not  the  same  terms  offered  to 
both,  and  always^rtt  to  England?    Is  there  any 
man  who  doubts  that  the  same  identical  terms 
which  France  has  accepted  have  been  rejected 
bv  England  ?  How  then  can  it  be  said  we  pur- 
coased  of  France  any  right  whatever?    He  did 
not  think  the  gentleman  could  be  guilty  of  be- 
lieving such  an  insinuation.    It  is  not  true.    But 
the  reverse  is  the  fact.    The  Administration  did, 
at  one  time,  offer  more  favorable  terms  to  Great 
Britain  than  to  France.    He  alluded  to  the  offer 
tf>  suspend  tbe  embargo.    Tbe  terms  then  were  i 


dffferent ;  those  to  Great  Brkaio  most  fevoaUc 
It  was  apprehended  France  would  accept  the 
terms  offered  te  Great  Britain,  witboat  aff«diii| 
that  security  to  commerce  which  wascon«idmil 
a  just  equivalent  for  the  repeal  of  the  embtr^. 
England  herself  selected  the  situation  in  which 
she  is  placed.  The  difference  between  the  tsM 
of  supplication  at  London,  and  remonstrtnce  ti 
Paris,  is,  indeed,  palpable.  Have  we  not  bowed. 
and  begged,  and  entreated,  for  aceommodatioB. 
until  our  then  Minister  at  London  had  hm 
cbarged  by  many,  though  not  by  him,  with  i 
prostitution  of  his  functions  and  character;  witk 
disgracing  ttie  nation  by  bis  supplieations  ?  Dt^ 
not  every  man  in  the  community  see  that  tbe  Ad- 
ministration had  done  everything  in  their  povc 
to  obtain  a  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Coooetl,  ni 
yet  because  France  has  accepted,  and  English 
refused  the  terms  of  adjustment,  it  is  talked  of  a 
the  purchase  of  a  right !  When  the  arraogem^ 
with  Mr.  Erskine  was  effected,  did  any  onetha 
condemn  the  Administration  for  having  par- 
chased  of  Great  Britain  the  privilege  of  guiDgk 
her  dominions  ?«  On  the  contrary,  were  sot  ^ 
rejoiced  and  anxious  to  share  the  credit  of  tte 
arrangement  ?  Sooner  or  later,  sir,  we  mast  fi^ 
or  be  sacrificed ;  the  sooner  we  begin,  is  nr 
opinion,  the  better.  But  we  must  not  resist  m 
injosttce  and  tyranny  of  Great  Britain^^heii 
fighting,  said  the  gentleman,  for  her  exist^eee! 
for  the  liberties  of  the  world  I  Sir,  if  her  extsb 
ence  depends  upon  the  ruin  of  ray  country,  iha 
I  say,  down  let  her  go.  He  thought  the  geod^ 
man  was  as  wide  from  the  fact  here  as  ia  asf 
other  argument.  It  is  impossible,  from  the  rerr 
nature  of  our  commerce  with  her,  that  itshooi^ 
weaken,  much  less  destroy  her.  A  trade  wbxt 
consists  in  the  exportation  of  raw  material*  i*^ 
the  necessaries  of  life,  receiving  its  returns,  pro- 
cipally,  in  her  own  manufactures,  most  oeeesa* 
rily  advance  her  interest  and  invigortie  iifr 
strength.  If  she  would  abandon  her  mad  pollrr 
against  us,  that  same  spirit  of  enterprise,  w^i^ 
extended  into  every  region  of  tbe  world,  sefkisi 
the  means  whereby  to  cancel  that  balance  lo  hn 
favor,  before  alluded  to,  would  again  pour  its  rick 
and  tributary  streams  into  all  her  domioioai 
Under  such  a  state  of  things  he  would  rejoice  ai 
much  as  any  man  to  see  her  arm  streogtheseJ; 
but  if  that  arm  is  to  continue  lifted  against  his 
country,  he  cared  not  how  soon  it  nras  lepro^ieii 
and  destroyed. 

She  is  contending  for  the  liberties  of  tbe  worU- 
he  would  as  soon  have  expected  to  bear  ibti  tbt 
Devil  had  espoused  tbe  cause  of  ChristiiDitf! 
So  far  from  fighting  for  the  liberties  of  the  trorid, 
the  standard  of  freedom  had  never  been  rai^d  ia 
any  country  without  her  attempting  to  poll  >< 
down.  If  It  was  not  foreign  to  his  porpose,  be 
could  trace  her  footsteps,  wherever  she  mored, 
marked  by  bbod  and  desolation ;  all  the  miaerieso^ 
war  and  revengeful  massacre  have  travelled  in  her 
train  into  every  region  inhabited  by  nan.  For 
whose  fell  cupidrty  were  so  many  humao  heca- 
tombs sacrificed  in  India?  For  whose  morei«ii 
ambition  did  she  wage  war  on  infancy  tod  idbo- 
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eneein  ihe  W««^?  F<>r  wIioiq  does  the  severe 
ell  oov  wake  the  sleep  of  tbe  cradle  ?  En^Uftd ! 
)disputab}y,lo  extend  aod  seoMre  Uie  blessiage  of 
berty  to  tbe  world ! 

The  gentlemao  h^d  said,  if  the  wtr  oa  which 
e  are  about  to  eater  be  jast.  we  have  not  tbue 
leins  to  carry  it  op.  His  worthy  colleague  (Mr. 
oiniDBs)  had  rendered  it  perfectly  uaneoessary 
f  bim  to  meet  this  argument;-  he  would,  there* 
fe»  ooly  observe*  that  if  the  war  be  just  and 
tcessary,  it  ought  to  be  commeoced ;  if  com- 
iCDced,  it  must  be  supported— cost  oat  of  the 
lestioo.  The  power  ot  maintain iiig  it  will  find 
)  limitation  as  long  as  you  can  raise  a  rerenue 
iffieieot  to  pay  the  interest  of  the  debt  you  may^ 
cur  ia  prosecuting  the  war.  Sir,  it  is  worse 
lan  idle  to  talk  about  war  without  a  disposition 
•  provide  the  means  of  carrying  it  oa  by  taxes; 
ley  are  inseparable.  For  his  part  he  was  ready 
» ?ote  them,  aod  he  had  no  doubt  that  the  people, 
lowiog  that  tbe  Administration  had  done  every* 
liog  io  their  power,  and  more  than  was  called 
ir,  by  soy  other  conidiieKatioo  than  a  love  of 
nee,  to  avoid  war,  would  iiuelain  it  as  long  as 
le  resources  of  the  nation  were  applied  with 
lirit  and  faith Ailnest ;  at  all  evenu  let  us  do 
jr  daty  aod  leave  the  rest  to  them* 
Bat,  if  your  means  be  sufficient,  said  the  gea- 
emao,  your  physical  force  is  inadequate,  if  this 
rmy  is  employed  without  the  limits  of  the  Uni* 
d  States,  we  are  threatened  with  wac  on  our 
astern  frontier ;  our  towns  will  be  burnt-^our 
lies  sacked.  Can  ahe  g entleman  .estimate  the 
Mriotiim  of  freemen  less  than  the  obedience  of 
ires?  Is  the  physical  force  pf  tbe  owner  of  tbe 
nericao  soil  loea  than  that  pf  the  mercenary 
ireliag  of  Europe?  Do  you  doubt  1.  Gall  up  the 
leat  spirits  of  the  patriot  dead — appeal  to  the 
abrokeo  valor  of  the  living^-^to  those  men,  the 
eriiog  excellence  of  whose  virtues  bore  them 
iampbaot  throoffh  th»  unequalled  horrors  ol' 
le  Revolorioa  1  Hb^sosUd  not  believe  that  seren 
nod  red  thousand  freemen  in  arms  were  inade- 
nte  to  sustain  aay  war  in  defence  of  their  just 
Ml  dearest  rights. 

Bat  it  is  said,  if  our  means  and  physical  foroe 
^ere  iaadeqaate  lo  the  war,  our  objects  cannot 
i  obtained  by  it.  Mr.  W.  said  he  thought  other- 
^*  it  appeared  to  him  much  easier  to  settle 
le  terms  of  a  new  peace,  than  to  patch  up  the 
(1  quarrel.  When  he  considered  the  limited 
ten  I  of  our  demands,  and  the  nature  of  the  pree- 
>re  on  the  enemy,  he  could  not  but  beMeve  our 
9Kts  would  be  atmioed.  What  are  oor  de- 
tads?  What  have  we  been  so  long  seeking, 
itber  begging-^for  we  hare  begged  negotiation? 
I^ly,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  two  short  words,  ^  hands 
""  We  ask — no,  sir,  we  never  have  asked  of 
^any  boon,  any  aaetifice  whatever.  ^  Hands 
^'  is  the  only  term  or  stipulation  that  wo  sue 
^1  fulfilled,  she  would  bind  this  nation  to  her 
le.  Bat  what  is  the  nature  of  the  pressure  and 
jury  that  we  eaa  inflict?  They  are  to  her  deep 
Id  dangerous.  We  also  most  suffer ;  but,  thank 
^t  we  can  staad  it.  The  appetite  of  revenge 
^Q  and  steady ;  ia  most  men  inextioguisli- 


ahla>  it  was  not  wanting,  however  it  may  have 
been  provoked,  to  enable  individual  enierprtse  to 
wage  a  war,  if  not  of  absolute  ruin,  certainly  of 
vital  injury  to  her  commerce,  not  only  ^  before 
our  doors,"  in  the  West  Indies,  under  the  heights 
of  Dover,  but  to  tbe  Indian  ocean.  Deprive  the 
West  Indies  of  the  supplies  of  our  necessaries  of 
life  and  of  luroher,and  their  profitable  cultivation 
would  be  too  much  diminished  not  to  be  consid- 
ered. Take  our  raw  materials  from  her  manu** 
factures,  and  they  are  injured,  not  merely  to  the 
amount  of  the  enhanced  price  of  such  articles, 
but  to  the  entire  loss  of  their  whole  exports  to 
this  country.  Is  sueh  an  injury  too  trifling  for 
her  consideration  I  The  conquest  of  her  North 
American  Colonies,  too,  must  be  fell.  Yes,  sir, 
conquest — for  they  must  inevitably  fall.  The 
gentleman  may  depreciate  the  physical  force  of  an 
American  army  as  much  as  he  plea^ss;  but  rely 
upon  it,  whenever  the  storm  of  war  151  poured  on 
Canada  and  Halifax,  it  will  sweep  with  the  re- 
sbtless  impetuosity  of  Niagara. 

But,  if  you  wage  a  successful  war,  says  the 
gentleman,  the  Army  will  probably  overthrow 
me  Constitution,  as  none  but  General  Washing- 
ton could  have  prevented  the  Army  of  the  Revo* 
lution  from  subverting  the  liberties  it  had  oon^ 
%uered.  Mr.  W.  declared  that  observation  was 
to  him  truly  painful ;  he  wiehed  such  an  iasin'* 
uatioa  against  suoh  an  army  could  have  been 
spared.  Sir,  that  army  was  true  to  the  core.  It 
is  not  probable  that  such  a  band  of  patriots— >tha 
only  army  that  ever  did  give  liberty  to  a  coun» 
try— *could  have  tmartned  its  destruction.  To 
thkf  fact  tbe  letters  of  newborg  were  conclusive. 
Those  letters  wene  alone  wanting  to  finish  the 
purity  of  its  character.  Suppose  there  were  two, 
or  eveq  three,  traitors  in  a  camp,  does  it  foHoiT 
that  the  whole  army  must  necessarily  be  pol- 
lened? ^  No,  sir.  So  far  was  he  irom  believing 
the  liberties  of  the  country  were  in  danger  from 
the  Armjr,  he  would  say,  there  never  was  a  pe« 
riod,  during  tbe  whole  Revolutionary  war,  when 
the  great  Washinoton  himself,  justly  as  he  has 
been  described  **  the  satictnary  of  a  nation's  best 
love,"  could  have  been  a  successful  usurper.  It 
was  as  impossible  as  that  such  a  black  project 
should  enter  his  virtuous  mind.  He  felt  tbe  pro*- 
foundest  gratitude,  even  adnration,  if  it  were  jns* 
tifiable  for  man,  to  that  inestimable  body  6f  men 
who  achieved  the  liberties  we  enjoy.  Their  ar^ 
duous  toils — their  hardships — his  feelings  were 
too  much  excited  to  go  on.  He  believed  he  could 
never  have  stood  here  a  freeman  but  for  that 
army. 

If,'  sir,  we  are  to  take  counsel  of  the  gentle* 
man  from  Virginia,  we  are  In  a  most  awful  sit- 
uation ;  notwithstanding  the  proud  glories  of  the 
Revolutioo,  we  must  submit  to  every  indignity—- 
every  daring  infraction  of  our  rights.  It  would 
seem  we  are  destitute  of  resources ;  without 
means  to  support  the  war;  even  our  physical 
force  is  inauequate ;  but,  was  it  adequate,  were 
the  means  ample,  they  must  not  be  exerted ;  the 
Government  would  be  subverted ;  the  veil  of  tbe 
temple  of  the  Gonsiitution  would  be  rent  in 
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twain.  Altheug^  the  I)esc  iateresu  of  thit  nation 
are  cri»bed  beneatb  the  paw  of  (he  British  lion, 
we  must  not  resist;  he  then  is  wisest  who  can 
soonest  bow,  with  a(i  the  stupid  serenity  of  ser- 
vitude, and  take  the  yoke  I  Bvery  faculty  of  mv 
soul,  said  Mr.  W.,  is  indignant  at  this  counsel, 
and  for  one,  I  say,  I  will  not  snbmit ! 

The  question  was  now  taken  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill, and  determined  in  the  affirmative«*yeas 
04,  nays  34,  as  follows :    ' 

TsAS-*Willis  Alston,  Witlism  Anderson,  Ster- 
enson  Archer,  Daniel  Avety,  Ezekiel  Bston,  David 
Bard,  Josish  Bartlett,  Burwell  Banett,  William  W. 
Bibb,  Willtam  Blaekledge,  Harmanus  Bleeeker,  Thos. 
Blount,  Robert  Browo,  William  A.  Burwell,  Willisfla 
Butler,  John  C.  Calhouoi  Langdon  Cheves,  Matthew 
ClsT,  James  Cochran>  John  Clopton,  Lewis  Oondtt, 
William  Crawford,  Roger  Davis,  John  Daw«on,  Joseph 
Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle,  James  Emott, 
William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin, 
Thomas  Gholson,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Isaiah  L.  Green, 
Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Har- 

$er,  Aylett  Hawes,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M. 
ohnson,  Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King,  Abxier  La- 
cock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Peter  Little,  Robert  Le  Roy  Liv- 
ngston,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyie,  George  C. 
Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy,  Samuel 
McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  Metcalf,  James 
Milnor,  Samuel  L.  MitchiU,  James  Morgan,  Jeremitdi 
Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  New* 
toU)  Stephen  Ormsby,  William  Paulding,  jr.,  Israel  Piek- 
ons,  William  Piper,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter, 
Josiah  Qutnqr,  William  Reed,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John 
Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebeneser  Sage, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Ebeneser  Seaver,  John  Senor, 
Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw»  George  Smith,  John 
Smith,  William  Strong,  George  Sullivan*  Peleg  Tail- 
man,  John  Taliaferro,  Uh  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup, 
Charles  Turner,  jun.,  Pierre  Van  Cortiandt,  David  K. 
Williams,  William  Widgcry,  Richard  Winn,  and 
Robert  Wright 

Nats— Abijah  Bigelow,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breck- 
enridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Epaphroditus  Champion, 
Martin  Chittenden,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  William 
lily,  Asa  Fitch,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  Jackson,  jun., 
Philip  B.  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  Archibald  McBryde,  Jonathan  O.  Mose- 
ley,  Thomas  Newbold,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pit- 
kin, jun.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  John  Randolph,  Wiltiam 
Rodman,  Daniel  SheiTey,  John  Smilte,  Richard  Stan- 
ford, Philip  Stuart,  Sdas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Sturges, 
Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  TaUmndge,  Laban  Whea- 
ton,  Leonard  White,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 


Tuesday,  January  7. 

Mr.  Bacon,  from  the  Commiitee  of  Ways  and 
liteais,  presented  a  bill  making  an  appropriation 
for  the  expenses  Incident  to  the  six  companies  of 
mounted  rangers,  during  the  year  1612;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Gbolson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Board  of  Com^ 
missioners  west  of  Pearl  river;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committed  of  the 
Whole  on  Monday  next* 

Mr.  Lewis,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Di«. 


triet  of  Columbia^  preaeftted  a  bill  fto  incorporati 
(be  Truaees  of  the  Georgaiown  Lancaster  Sehoel 
Society :  which  was  read  twice  and  eoramitted 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  oo  Monday  sexi. 
Mr.  Newtov,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Maaufaetares,  presented  a  bill  t»  ae- 
tborize  the  importation  of  goods,  wares,  and  fB«^ 
ahandise.  under  certain  circomsiances,  from  Great 
Britain,  ner  colonies,  or  depeadeaeies;  which  wb 
aead  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  tk 
Whole  on  Friday  next. 

Mr.  N.  said,  the  Colamiltee  of  Ways  tad 
Means  4iad  for  some  time  delayed  making  a  re- 
port upon  these  petitions,  waiting  to  see  the  course 
which  Congre^  would  take  in  relation  tooardi^ 
ferences  with  Great  Britain.  Finding  the  Daiti^ 
Slates  are  about  to  take  a  manly  attitude  aada 
maintain  their  national  rights  with  firmaessairf 
spirit,  they  cooceiTe  that  all  goods,  wares,  tak 
merenandise,  that  were  purchased  or  contracii^ 
for  by  our  merchants  in  the  British  domiBioa 
anterior  to  the  second  of  February  last,  oti«1iiB 
be  permitted  to  be  imported  into  tiM.  United  Siata 
and  therefore  directed  their  chairmaa  to  refsn 
this  bill. 

A  Message  was  reeeived  from  the  Presidcstif 
the  United  Slates,  endosing  a  report  from  ibe  !>• 
rector  of  the  Mine  for  the  last  year,  in  whiek  it» 
stated  that  the  aupply  of  ailrer  ballion  had  acre 
before 'been  more  abundant,  than  it  had  beeifst 
the  greater  pari  of  the  year. — Ordered  to  W 
printed. 

The  House  next  weat  into  Committee  on  tM 
bill  to  empower  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasortfe 
decide  Qpoo  the  ease  of  the  Bliza  Ann,  of  N<v 
York;  wtiich,  being  %a9i^  throu^.  wasreporiii 
to  the  House,  and  osdered  to  a  thii^  reading. 

MUNITIONS  OF  WAR. 

Mr.  Sbybbrt  called  for  the  order  oi  the  dtf  m 
the  bill  authorizing  the  purchase  of  ordoaaa 
stores,  camp  equipage,  and  otiier  quartermi^tert 
stores  aod  amali  arms. 

The  House  hariog  amed  to  uke  up  this  ^r 
it  resolved  itself  into  a  Commiitee  of  the  Wboie 
upon  it ;  when,  the  bill  bavinc:  been  read  tbroagb. 
and  thequestion  being  upon  filling  the  first  bi^ 
Mr.  SfiTaaaT  spoke  as  follows: 

Mr.  ChairmaQ*-«The  bill  which  I  have  cn^ 
before  the  Committee»  is  one  of  the  first  i{Dpo^ 
tanee.  A  general  report  waa  heretofore  aia^et^ 
the  House,  founded  ob  the  statemenu  and  &^ 
whieh  were  communicated  to  theCommiueeby 
the  Secretaries  of  the  War  and  Navy  Ik^ 
meats;  every  position  therein  assumed,  cao  b^ 
maintained  hy  mcontrovertibie  facts.  Mucii  ^^ 
been  said  about  expense  In  my  opinion,  vii^  ^ 
nation  has  decided  upon  the  great  questios  of  war, 
every  minor  questioii  is  thereby  absorbed  and  <^ 
literatedr-ihis  question  amalgamates  every  ^ 
oeeding  oiie.  War  should  only  be  entered  ia('' 
when  considerations  of  expense  can  have  do  ^ 
fluence  on  the  decision.  Such  appears  to  be  tk 
present  condition  of  this  nation.  We  havedettf- 
mined  in  favor  of  resistance  to  the  onwarraou^ 
and  uigust  aggressiona  of  Great  Bniaio  w^ 
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Bfercigo  rights-^wto  cftooot  stopf  we  ftnnot  draw 

■elr,  onlefs  she  f eeeilcs  and  repeals  her  hostile 

tfic(s.    When  tbe  war  is  eoffimenced^  it  must  be 

iewed  as  ao  appendage  to  the  war  for  indepedt 

eoee.    You  bate  already  taken  the  preTioas 

oesctoa  ao  the  subject  {  yoa  hare  Toted  a  r«gw 

lir  army  of  25,000  iDim,  in  addition  to  your  Peaee 

;8tablishmeot***tbey  cannot  be  kept  idle ;  idleness 

the  bane  of  tba  honorable  soldier;  to  make  them 

Ecient  yon  ttiu^t  supply  them  with  arnis.    I  have 

eard  it  said  on  this  floor,  that  a  part  of  yoar  mi- 

tia,  the  bol«ark  of  the  nation,  is  sopplied  with 

muUtUu  instead  oifirdotkt.    If  this  be  a  troth, 

'!  for  Hearea^  saiie,  apply  a  speedy  remedy, 

Ml  hare  the  means  within  your  reach  :  at  any 

lie,  make  your  re^^rs  as  efficient  aa  poasfble. 

Q  this  subject  there  can  be  no  difference  of  sen- 

meDt  in  this  House.    It  gives  aoe  peculiar  plea* 

ire,  when  I  cc«npare  our  present  mea^a  with 

lose  which  W€  deemed  eompewent  to  eommeoee 

le  war  for  Amfencan  independence.    At  that  pe^- 

od,  our  fathers  needed  everything,  but  a  bold 

Dd  iotrepid  spirit,  to  leail  them  to  freedom.   They 

Mermined  on  the  contest,  and  were  triiraipbant. 

ao  we  hesitate  %  •  Barely  not,  sir,  when  we  have 

ll  the  necessary  aaaterials  witbin  oorreaeb  f  nay, 

ley  are  our  national  resouraes.    Need  i  detail  to 

BO  again,  that  we  posaesa  fire  hundred  and  thirty 

^ratife  forges^  furnaoes  and  bloomeries;  two 

oodred  and  seven  powder  mtlla;  that  the  iron 

bich  is  annually  nmnufactufed  is  iaealcnlable 

t  amount ;  tbat^your  lead  mines  offer  a  superflo- 

f  of  that  article  \  that  our  resources  for  saltpetre 

I  the  Western  States  ar«  extensively  known j  end 
at  the  suppltea  may  be  made  as  abundant  as  the 
(jcie  is  all-important.  For  sulphur,  sir  in  corn- 
ea with  most  other  nationsi,  we  are  now  depen- 
rot  on  foreign  supplies;  still  I  do  not  despond : 
id  sbait  it  l^  hereafter  necessary,  from  circum- 
iQces,  to  seek  for  additions  to  the  qimmity'«t 
Mfot  at  our  commaind,  I  anticipate  the  aid  af 
ieoce.  of  chemk|d  science,  to  point  out  the  mode 

separate  thi<i  article  from  its  aombinations^ 
^ieh  abound  in  the  United  States. 
Sir,  to  some  the  amount  which  I  shall  require 
ly  seem  enormous.  It  will  be  well  applied'; 
d  to  gentlemen  who  feel  nneasiate  on  thesub- 
tt,  let  them  rest  easy  when  they  are  told,  that 
e  greater  part  of  the  articles  for  which  the  es- 
odiiQres  are  contemplated,  are -such  as  are  tm- 
nshable  from  their  nature;  so  that  if  Qreat 
irain  shall  proceed  to  do  us  justice,  and  I  hope 
God  she  will  withoin  forcing  them  to  Irms, 
!se  supplies  will  form  a  stock  for  the  nation  in 
>es  of  future  emergency. ' 
i)ne  word,  sir^  on  the  subject  of  arms.  The 
sent  stock  is  sufficient  for  all  our  puvpoeee— 
r  public  establishments,  and  sneh  as  are  fur- 
bed  by  individuals,  will  enable  us  to  gratify 
*  most  sangnine  erpectations  on  this  subject. 
}ir,  I  will  read  to  you  the  estimatee  whien  have 
n  furnished  by  the  proper 'departments,  and 

II  the.")  submit  to  the  Committee  the  several 
ns  which  are  necessary  to  be  voted  by  the  bill, 
bf r.  8.  havinff  reed  th«  estimates  to  which  he 
ided,  moved  to  fill  the  firat  bbak  with  one  a«l- 


lion  five  hundred  ihwiaan^  dollars,  and  the  seaaml 
with  four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  which  mo* 
tipns  were  agreed  to  without  a  division.  The 
two  sections  of  the  bill  then  read  as  follows: 

^Bett  entteted,  4rCf  That  the  sum  of  one  miHion 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hei^ 
by  -sppropriated  for  the  purchase,  ander  the  directioa 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  ordaance^ 
ordnance  storse,  csmp  equipage,  and  other  quartermaa* 
ter's  stores,  Ipr  the  use  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States. 

.  **  That  the  sum  of  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  be, 
and  the  same,  is  hereby  appropriated  for  the  purchase^ 
under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  of  saltpetre,  and  sulphur,  for  making  the  same 
into  powder,  and  for  ordnance  and  small  arms  lor  the 
use  of  the  Nsvy  of  the  United  States." 

The  Committee  rose,  the  House  agreed  to  the 
amendments,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read 
a  third  time  to-morrow. 

DISABLED  SOLDIERS. 

Mr.  Dawson  then  called  op  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  infirm,  superannuated,  and  disabled  officers 
and  soldiers  *,  which  motion  being  agreed  to.  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  or  the 
Whole  upon  it ;  when  Mr.  D.  spoke  as  follows  :— 

Mr.  Chairman :  The  pressure  of  business  relative 
to  our  foreign  affiiirs,and  my  infirm  itaie  of  health, 
have  delayed  an  indulgence  of  my  wishes  in 
briBg[ing  forward  this  subject  at  an  earlier  period, 
and  indeed  1  now  find  it  impossible^  to  do  it  that 
justice  which  it  merits. 

In  presentiag  to  you  this  bill,  I  have  obeyed 
the  unanimpUB  vote  of  the  committee  to  whom 
the  aMbiieat  was  referred,  and  the  dictates  of  my 
own  judgment,  while  I  have  gratified  the  best 
wishes  of  my  own  heart.  It  is  a  subject  about 
which,  in  common,  I  trust,  with  a  majority  of  this 
House,  I  feel  warmly  interested— it  is  a  subjeel 
which  has  often  been  brought  to  the  view  of  this 
House,  and  the  principle  has  always  appeared  to 
me  to  merit  the  sanction  of  this  House.  A  much 
valued  friend  of  mine,  an  honorable  gentleman 
who  now  sits  on  the  bench  in  a  neighboring  State, 
and  who  himself  waj»  carried  from  the  field  cov* 
caed  with  wounds  and  honor,  often  called  the  at- 
tention of  Congress  to  the  sufferings  of  his  fellow 
soldiers,  now  iufirm,  disabled,  and  superannuated, 
by  wounds  received  in  our  Revolutionary  war. 
His  voice  was  never  raised  in  vain,  though  hia 
efforts  were  never  attended  with  success,  owing 
to  a  diversity  of  opinion^  as  to  the  details  of  the 
bill.  The  committee  have  endeavored  to  avoid 
that  evil,  by  (extending  the  provisions  of  the  bill 
to  the  case  of  every  person  who  sustained  injury 
in  his  person,  while  in  the  actual  service  of  hie 
country.  This,  sir,  meets  with  my  approbation, 
though  I  shall  with  pleasure  accede  to  the  views 
of  Dtbffr  gentlemen  as  to  amendments  not  fatal  to 
the  bill,  my  first  object  being  to  get  this  institu- 
tion established,  leaviog  it  to  time  and  to  experi- 
ence to  point  out  and  cure  its  defects. 

fiver  siiMse  I  have  bad  the  honor  of  a  seat  in 
this  House,  I  have  voted  in  favor  of  every  claim 
which  appeared  to  be  founded  in  justice,  and  I 
have  eatendvd  tlwt  pcipciple  wiih  a  liberal  hand 
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towards  those  who  readerod  69  seinriccs,  especially 
persoiial  sefTices,  during  the  ReTolotionary  war. 
Their  noniber  '»  now  small  indeed,  and  io  any 
judgment  it  ill  becomes  a  great,  and  I  trust  a 
grateful  nation,  to  sirffer  those  who  have  fought 
her  battles  to  go  down  in  poverty  and  sorrow  to 
the  grave.  No.  sir,  we  ought  to  atford  food  and 
raiment  to  the  infirm  and  superannuated;  and  to 
pour  balm  into  the  disabled  defenders  of  their 
country.  Every  principle  of  justice,  gratitude, 
and  humanity,  call  aloud  for  this.  And  there  is 
one  consideration,  arising  from  policy,  which  in 
my  judgment  strongly  urges  its  adoption.  We 
shall  probably  soon  be  involved  in  a  war.  On 
yesterday  we  passed  a  bill  for  raising  a  large  army. 
Pass  this  bill,  and  it  will  have  a  happy  effect  m 
filling  your  ranks;  yes,  when  it  is  seen  that  our 
country  is  not  ungrateful — that  she  will  make 
comfortable  the  declining  vears  of  those  who  have 
spent  their  better  days  in  her  !<ervice,  it  wilt  be  a 
strong  inducement  with  many  to  step  forward 
and  enter  into  that  service. 

I  am  far,  very  far,  from  thinking  this  bill  per- 
fect. I  am  sensible  that  it  has  many  defects,  and 
I  invite  the  friendly  aid  of  all  gentlemen,  on  every 
aide  of  the  Committee^  and  particularly  of  the 
select  committee,  to  point  out,  and  endeavor  to 
eure  these  defects^  and  to  establish  a  system  which 
will  do  honor  to  this  House  and  to  this  courry. 

Mr.  Rbsa  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  a  new 
aeotion,  ^^  providing  a  penstow  for  every  Doncom- 
'  missioned  officer  and  soldier,  who,  by  reaaoa 
'  of  having  a  family,  or  for  other  ^ood  eaoae,  may 

*  not  be  able  to  join  the  corps  of  invalids,  not  ex- 
'  ceeding  half  the  pay  of  such  non-coramisMOBed 

*  officer  or  soldier.*' 

This  amendment)  after  some  debate,  war  nega- 
tived, and  the  bill  was  reported  without  amend- 
ment, and  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table.  ^ 

Mr.  Dawson  gave  notice  he  would  call  k  up 
on  Thursday. 

STATUTE  OF  LIMITATIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gaotsoif,  the  House  resdl- 
Ted  itself  into  a  Committee,  on  a  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Claims  on  the  subject  of  excepting 
certain  claims  from  the  act  of  limitations.  The 
teport  of  the  committee  being  read,  which  con- 
eluded  with  a  resolve  that  it  is  inexpedient  to 
open  the  act  of  limimtiomi  for  the  claims  in 
question : 

Mr.  Gbolbon  hoped  the  committee  would  not 
agree  to  this  report.  Information  had  been  re- 
ceived from  the  Treasury  Department,  stating  In 
a  distinct  and  tuiequivoeal  manner,  that  ail  this 
description  of  claims  (which  were  all  liquidated 
claims,  such  as  indents  of  interest,  certificates,  dbc.,) 
might  be  allowed  by  the  Gbvernment,  without 
danger  of  fraud  or  imposition ;  and^  said  Mr.  Q.,  if 
justice  can  be  extended  to  this  description  of 
claimants,  without  danger,  why  should  it  be  de- 
ferred ?  Only  one  solitary  reason  had  been  offered 
—that  the  persons  really  entitled  to  these  claims 
upon  Government  might  not  s^et  the  money.  He 
hoped  this  would  not  be  sufficient  to  prevent  Coa- 


Mr«  Cuur  <lhe  Sfedrer)  bo^  the  Connmee 

would  disagree  to  thia  zoMilutioQ,    happesrs  that 

ibe  officers  of  the  Treasury  are  of  opbioB  that 

provision   may  be  made  for  this  desonpiioB  of 

clainia  without  that  danger  of  fraud,  whiebeii^ht 

possibly  arise  from  a  total  rapc^l  of  the  sittate  of 

limttaiiQDs ;  that  their  whole  aipoani  does  lot  ei- 

eead  $300,000,  and  the  protiabiltty  is,  dnt  ow> 

fifth  WfU  never  be  applied  for,  should  they  be  sf> 

thonged  u>  he  paidi    What,  said  Mr.  C^  is  tki 

statute  of  I  iraitatiousy  which,  wheneveriDeBti«eei 

in  this  House,  sieems  to  make  every  body  tranfaiet 

It  ia  a  general  rule  preaerihed  by  the  GoTeramfK 

for  thadireotioo  of  its  aecounting  offieets  ia  otkt 

to  exclude,  oa just  claims.    Whut  arestatatad 

limitatioaas  applicable  to  iudtviduai  cases?  i 

rule  under  which  individuals  claim  proteetai 

whenever  4hey  thooae  to  do  ao,  aud  whea,  fita 

the  lap^a  of  tiaae,  or  loss  of  evideuoe,  they  wM 

be  injured,  were  they  uot  to  take  this  adnati^ 

BMt  in  these  statutes  of  limttatioo«  there  are  a- 

waya  exaeptiooa  in  favor  of  eaoea  of  dtaahilitf.  ii- 

faticy,  coverture,  iiMunity^abseuee  beyoud  sea.  ta 

But  what  ia  thecoutae  which  ao  individual  wmM 

take  who  found  himself  protected  by  a  staoa 

of  li mttatiOD  ?    He  would  exaoaiae  the  jestieei 

the  claim  brought -agaiuat  bin,  if  the  ciaia  vn 

just,  if  he  had  tieeu  deprived  of  uo  evidence  ^ 

the  d^ay,  if  as  able  to  pay  ic  as  if  it  had  beet  p 

seated  at  an  earlier  day,  be  will  net  hesitate  to  ^ 

charge  the  claiua*  and  seora  to  take  advantiged 

the  atatute;    And,  said  Mr.  C^  shall  the  Gsreit- 

meut  he  less  willio||[  to-  diaeharge  its  just  dels 

than  au  honest  individual  ?    Shall  we  turn  a  id 

ear  to  the  claims  of  iudtviduals  upon  Qovemiaaf 

because  of  this  statute?    He  trusted  not  Tk 

Comniittec  of  Claims  ought  to  examine  tht  mai 

of  every  claim  which  comes  before  it,aad  if  ith 

just,  decide  in  its  favor.    But  what,  said  Mr.  C 

uas  bceu  the  history  of  elaiuas,  for  four  or  fin 

yeara  post  ?    When  a  solitary  elaitii  wss  f» 

seated,  the  House  woukl  say,  we  eanaot  legisiait 

upon  lodLvadual  cases.    They  occupy  too  aeel 

or  bur  time.    The  claim- ia  put  aside.    TbestfK 

Individ tml,  soDie  time  after,  appears  ia  eoiDpuf 

wiih  others      We  then  say  there  are  too  nis! 

of  these  elaitii«-*^hetr  amount  is  too  large,  ti^ 

the  Treasury  too  poor<— 4hat  there  are  a  giMt 

many  other  claims  eqaally  well  founded— 4hatj«' 

tine  oaauot  be  done  to  them  all.    Soraenia^i 

there  is  a  division  between  the  two  Houses.   Tto 

House  passes  a  bill  in  favor  of  some  partkaiar 

daifti—the  other  teUs  you,  ^hey  will  aotlrgisi»tt 

for  particular  casea ;  that  if  they  act.  tbef  vi^i 

to  take  up  the  subject  generally,    Mr.  C.nid.ii 

was  his  wish,  both  in  his  public  and  privateer- 

aoter,  as  far  as  possible,  to  do  justice;  be  iheR* 

ibre  homd  the  course  proposed  by  the  Cbairmu 

of  the  Oommiciee  of  Ciaims  would  be  agreed  ia 

The  resolution  recoanmeoded  by  the  report  va 

negatived,  54  to  31;  and  a  reeolotion  ottered  bf 

Mf.  QoLU^McoianBeiidiag  a  proviaioo  hj  Iivk^ 

these  claims,  after  some  oujectious  from  Mr.  Air 

arON,  was  agreed  to  89  10  36^  . 

,- r Th«  Comnaittee  then  took  up,  on  motion  of  Mfj 

gress  from  doing  what  was  just  oa  the  oeeastoa.i  GboluoUiA  rasoiutiim  which  had  beeorefcrrn 
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0  them,  4li renting  an  ittqutry  into  the  meHtv  of  I 
II  claims  referred  CO  the  Committee  c^  Chims, 
otieithstanding  such  claims  may  be  barred  by 
^e  statute  of  limitations. 

After  some  observations  in  favOr  of  this  resola- 
on  by  Mr.  Qbolson  and  Mr«  Miuiojtt  and 
gainst  it  by  Mr.  Bacox^  the  Committee  rose 
ritliout  taking  a  qoesiioa  upon  it,  and  obtained 
are  to  sit  again. 


WednesdaYj  January  8.  " 

Mr.  Lb  WIS  presentad  a  memorial  of  the  Levy 
lourt  of  Washington  county,  District  of  Colum- 
a,  praying  such  alterations  in  the  laws  of  the 
ijstrict  as  will  enable  the  said  court  to  impose 
lies  00  the  whole  of  the  said  countVj  and  to  erect 
Ad  maintain  a  penitentiary  ;  and  tnat  the  mem- 
ers  of  the  court  may  be  taken  from  the  several 
*€iioDs  of  the  connty  according  to  thair  reaper- 
fe  number  of  iohabit^nts* — fiLefervediotheCom- 
littee  fur  the  District  of  Colombia. 
The  SpEAKBft  laid  before  the.  Honse**  reao^u- 
on  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  S^tate  of  OhtOy 
^probatory  of  the  sentimanta  coofaiined  iirthfa 
resident's  Message  at  the  oommencemeni  ofth9 
ssloD^  and  deolaring  their  determtnatioa  to  aup- 
m,  in  every  way,  such  meeaures  as  theOovera- 
leotmay  find  it  expedient  to  adopt  towards  the 
European    belligerents.-^Ordered  to  lie  on   the 

Ad  engrossed  bill  authorizing  the  purchase  of 
rdnaoce  and  ordnance  stores,  camp  equipage,  and 
:faer  quartermaster's  stores,  and  small  arms,  wa;s 
iad  the  third  time,  and  passed;  as  was  aUo  the 
ill  in  the  case  of  the  ship  Eliza  Ann. 
The  Spbaker  laid  before  the  House  a  petition 
f  the  Ursuline  .Nuns  at  New  Orleans,  p'raying 
At  the  hospital  which  adjoins  their  convent, and 
in  a  decayed  state,  may  be  removed,  and  that 
ley  may  be  permitted  to  build  a  house  thereon 
ir  the  education  of  females. — Referred. 
Mr.  MiTCBiLL  presented  the  petition  of  certain 
ihabitants  of  Mississippi  Territory,  stating  that 
Mtmen,  who  navigate  the  Ohio,  are  freqitently 
ken  sick  at  the  Natchez;  that  the  inhabitants 
f  that  plaee  and  the  Western  country  have  made 
msiderable  exertiona  amongst  themselves  to  ea^ 
iblish  a  hOT^ital  for  their  reception.  This  pe^ 
tion  prays  for  so^me  portion  of  lands  to  enable 
lem  to  effect  their  work,  w4iieh  he  moved  to  be 
iferred  to  the  Committee  on  Pabitc  Lands. 
Mr.  PoiNDEXTBR  hoped  the  gearieman  from 
iew  York  wonld  sviffer  this  petition  to  lie  upon 
le  table  until  to-morrow.  He  presented  a  peii^ 
on  of  a  similar  kiitd  at  two  different  sessions, 
hich  not  only  asked  for  lands,  b«it  proposed  a 
IX  on  these  boatmen  for  effecting  this  pttrpoee, 
r)d  which  had  been  referred  to  the  Committee 
r Commerce  and  Manufacfufes,  but  upon  which, 
tough  he  had  frequently  pressed  th6  committee 
1  the  subject,  no  report  had  ever  be%n  made.  It 
lis  petition  lay  till  to-morrow,  4ie  would  procure - 
le  petition  whitih  he  had  mentioned,  aad  have  it 
fferred  at  the  same  thoe.— Ordered  to  lie  on  the 
ble. 


YOLUNTBSR  G0RP6. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smilie,  the  House  took  up 
the  order  of  the  day,  and  went  into  a  Cotnmittee 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  accept  of  certain  voluoieer  corps. 

The  bill  being  read,  an  amendment  was  pro* 
posed  to  prevent  the  land  which  is  provided  for 
the  heirs  and  representatives  of  any  volunteer  who 
shall  iall  in  the  service  from  being  sold  to  specu- 
lators; but,  after  various  attempts  at  amending 
the  amendment,  and  considerable  discnssion,  it 
was  discovered  that  no  volunteer  could  dispose  of 
this  kind,  as  he  never  would  have  any  right  in  it, 
at  it  vested  in  his  heirs  in  case  he  died  in  the  ser* 
vice  only.  The  amendments  were  of  course  disa- 
greed to. 

A  motion  was  afterwards  made  io  allow  every 
volunteer,  who  had  served  twelve  months, on  leav- 
ing the  service,  eighty  acres  of  laud  ;  but  this  was 
disagreed  to,  on  the  ground  that  the  men  who 
entered  into  this  service,  would  eoter  from  patri- 
otic motives,  and  ought  not  to  be  put  upon  a  level 
with  the  regular  soldiers. 

The  Committee  rose,  without  going  through 
the  bill,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

BATTLE  ON  THE  WABASH. 

Mr.  McRbe,  from  the  Committee  oo  Indian  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  Message  of  the 
Presideut,  transmitting  two  letters  from  Governor 
Harrison,  reporting  .the  particulars  and  issue  of 
the  expedition  under  his  command  against  the 
hostile  Indiana  on  the  Wabash  river,  and  tha 
memorials  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Indiana  Ter^ 
rilory,  and  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  served  in 
the  said  expedition,  presented  the  twenty-fourth 
tiltiaao,  flaade  a  rep^ort  thereon ;  which  was  read, 
ami  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to* 
morrow.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Message 
of  the  President  of  the  United  Stotes,  transmitting  two 
tetters  from  Governor  Harrison,  of  the  Indiana  Terri- 
tory/reporting the  particoIftTs  and  thte  issue  of  the  ex- 
pedition under  his  command  against  the  hostile  Indiana 
on  the  Wabash,  and  to  whom  was  also  referred  tha 
memorial  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Indiana  Ter- 
ritory,  and  the  memorial  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  militia  of  Knox  county,  in  the  Ihdiana  Territory, 
who  served  in  the  late  campaign  under  tiie  command 
«f6ov«raor  Harrison,  report: 

That  tb^  have  had  the  several  matters  to  tem  refev* 
nd  under  their  consideration;  and  have  givea  to  them 
that  attavtioD  whi4h  theif  importance  seems  to  merit. 

It  appears  to  the  committee,  that  the  troops  under 
the  command  of  Governor  Harrison  may  very  properiy 
be  termed  rati;  troop* :  very  few  of  the  officers,  and 
almost  none  of  the  men,  had  ever  been  in  actual  eer- 
vice ;  and  a  considerable  portion  of  them  had  been  only 
a  few  weeks  withdrawn  from  the  pursuiu  of  civil  life. 
The  attack  made  on  this  qnickly-assembled  army  by 
&e  hostile  Indians  on  the  Wabash,  when  viewed,  either 
as  it  relates  to  the  nature  of  the  enemy,  the  time,  or 
the  vk>lenee  wiA  which  the  attack  was  made,  cannot 
bat  be  considersd  of  such  a  character  as  would  have 
severely  tested  the  collected  firmness  of  the  most  able 
and  experiefieed  troops.  This  attack,  violent  and  un« 
aapedad  aailaiMna  toluive  ba«D,  was  replied  by  tiM 
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troops  under  the  comfaand  of  GoYemor  HuTiaoii,with 
«  gallantry  and  good  conduct  worthy  of  future  imita- 
tion. The  whole  transaction,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
committee,  presents  to  the  American  people  a  new 
proof  that  the  dauntless  spirit  of  our  ancestore,  by  whom 
the  war  of  the  Revolution  was  so  ably  and  success- 
fhlly  maintained,  has  not  been  diminished  by  more  than 
.thirty  years  of  almost  uninterrupted  peace,  but  that  it 
has  been  handed  down,  unimpaired,  to  their  posterity. 

In  estimating  the  claims  of  the  army  on  the  €roTem- 
ment  of  the  United  States,  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that 
the  nature  of  the  country,  as  well  as  of  the  enemy  to 
be  encountered,  subjected  the  army  to  many  extreme 
hardships,  and  equal  dangers,  where  everythtng  was 
hazaided,  and  but  little  could  be  -gmed,  except  the 
regard  of  their  country. 

The  Tolonteers  and  militta  (to  whose  claima  the  me- 
morials referred  to  the  committee  particularly  relate) 
were  in  actual  service  but  a  short  time,  for  which  alone 
they  are  entitled  to  pay  by  law  ;  the  compensation, 
therefore,  to  which  they  are  entitled,  is  not  at  all  com- 
mensurate to  the  scrrices  rendered,  and  the  dangers 
incurred.  Besides,  many  of  the  officers  and  men  who 
fell,  or  were  wounded,  in  the  battle  of  the  7th  Novem- 
ber, 1811,  were  purchasers  of  the  public  lands,  for 
which  they  were  indebted  to  the  United  States;  which 
debt  falls  due  in  a  short  time,  and  the  penalty  of  for- 
feiture will  be  incurred  if  the  debt  is  not  paid.  It  would 
be  unjust  to  inflict  a  penalty  so  severe  on  the  discon- 
solate widows  and  orphans  of  those  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  volunteers  and  militia,  who;  in  common  with 
their  brother  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  regular  troops, 
fell  in  their  country's  catise,  in  a  manner  so  distin- 
guished, that  nothing  was  wanting  but  a  great  occa- 
sion, interesting  to  the  feelings  of  the  American  people, 
to  have  crowned  their  names  with  unfading  laurels. 

As  an  evidence,  therefore,  of  the  regard  due  to  the 
bravery  and  ability  displaye<l  by  the  troops  under  the 
oommahd  of  Governor  Harrison,  in  the  battle  of  the 
7tb  November,  1811,  as  well  as  to  relieve  the  represent- 
atives of  those  who  were  killed  in  the  action,  from  the 
pecuniary  losses  incurred  in  consequence  thereof,  the 
committee  respectfully  submit  the  following  resolutions : 

1.  JUsoked,  That  one  month's  pay  ought  to  bo 
flowed,  in  addition  to  the  common  allowance,  to  the 
officers,  (aecordii^  to  the  rank  which  they  held,)  the 
non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  of  the  regulars, 
volunteers,  and  militia,  and  to  the  legal  representative* 
of  those  who  were  killed  or  have  since  died  of  their 
wounds,  composing  the  army  under  the  command  of 
Gov.  Harrison,  in  the  late  campaign  on  the  Wabash* 

2.  Resolved,  That  &ye  yean'  half-pay  ought  to  he 
allowed  to  the  legal  representatives  of  the  officers,  (ac- 
oording  to  the  rank  which  they  held,)  the  non-com* 
missioned  officers,  and  privates,  of  the  volunleen  end 
militia  who  lyere  killed  in  the  battle  of  the  7th  Novem- 
ber, 1811,  or  who  have  since  died  of  their  wounds. 

3.  Hesohedf  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  by  law 
to  place  on  the  pension  list  the  officers,  (according  to 
the  rank  which  they  held,)  the  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers, and  soldie^  of  the  volunteers  and  militia  who 
ferved  in  the  late  campaign  on  the  Wabash,  under  the 
command  of  Governor  Harrison,  and  who  have  been 
wounded  or  disabled  in  the  said  campaign. 

4.  Resolved^  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  by  law 
to  pay  for  the  horses  and  other  property  of  individuals 
lost  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  the  said  battle* 

6.  Reached,  That  the  further  time  of yeaxe 

•oghi  to  be  allowed,  to  the  offieen  Md  mmen  who 


wei9W0nnded,  and  to  the  legal 'repnaentttiTesoCtbQiB 
who  wew  killed,  in  the  said  battle,  to  complete  the  pay- 
ments due  or  which  may  fall  due  to  the  United  Sutei 
on  any  purchases  of  the  public  lands  made  bj  thea 
before  the  said  battle. 

ADDITIONAL  MILITARY  FORCE. 

A  message  was  received  front  the  Senate  it- 
formtog  the  House  that  the  Senate  had  agreed  to 
all  their  amendments  to  the  bill  to  raise  an  addi^ 
tional  military  force,  except  the  pro?i$o  ia  tbefird 
section,  and  the  three  additioiial  sections,  lo  wbid 
they  disagree. 

The  proviso  disagreed  to,  is  in  the  foUowia; 
^ords : 

"  Provided,  however^  That  commissioned  offic«n&r 
six  only  of  the  said  regiments  shall  be  appointed,  natl 
three-fourths  of  the  privates  requisite  to  complete  nd 
six  regiments  have  been  enlisted,  when  the  tatas» 
sioned  officers  for  the  remaining  seven  regimenti  ihil 
be  appointed.*' 

The  following  are  the  three  sections  disagreel 
to: 

**  That  the  officers,  who  may  be  appointed  in  viitai 
of  this  act,  ahall  respectively  eontinue  in  commiaaa 
during  such  term  only  as  the  Preaident  shall  judges 
quisite  for  the  public  service ;  and  that  it  shall  be  la«- 
fttl  for  the  President  to  diecharge  the  whole  or  snjpat 
of  the  troope,  which  may  be  raued  under  the  anthon? 
of  this  act,  whenever  he  shall  judge  the  measure  cofr 
aisteni  with  the  public  welfare. 

''That  no  general,  field  or  staff  officer,  who  majbt 
appointed  by  virtue  of  this. act,  shall  be  entitled  to  r^ 
ceive  any  pay  or  emolumeats  until  ho  shall  be  eallei 
into  actual  service,  nor  for  any  longer  time  than  bi 
shall  continue' therein. 

"That  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  the  PresideDt^ 
the  United  States  is  hereby  authorized,  to  appoint  all  s 
any  of  the  officers,  other  than  the  general  officen  propa 
to  be  appointed  under  this  act,  which  appointment  sbi3| 
be  submitted  to  the  Senate  at  their  next  eessioOfiK 
their  advice  and  consent" 


Thursday,  January  9. 

The  petition  which  the  Speaker  laid  before  liie 
House  yesterday,  from  the  Ursuline  nuns  it  Nev 
Orleans,  was  enclosed  to  him  and  recommended 
by  Goreroor  Claiboroe.  It  (grayed  for  ao  ei* 
change  of  the  military  hospital  fot  tome  lots 
which  they  hold  in  that  city  better  calcolited  for 
a  hospital.    After  the  petition  was  read, 

Mr.  Dawson  observed  that  he  had  receireda 
letter  from  Governor  Ciatboroe  relative  to  liut 
petition,  and  in  confirmation  of  the  facts  tbereia 
stated.  This  commuDity  of  nans  is  a  movi  re- 
spectable and  useful  member  of  society,  tbe  vfaole 
of  their  temporal  cares  being  directed  to  tbeeda* 
cation  of  female  youth.  They  are  that  commu- 
nity which  some  years  ago  presented  a  moftt  ele- 
gant address  to  the  then  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  received  from  him  an  equally  elegant 
answer. 

I  am  well  assured  that  the  lots  which  they  wi^ 
to  jexehaoge  are  more  valuable,  and  better  soiie^ 
for  the  erection  of  a  hospital  liiaa  those  on  wbiefl 
the  hospital  now  stands.  I,  therefore,  more  that 
tb^  petition  and  accompanying  papers  be  refeired 
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to  aielect  cQaiiniltce,  who  will,  oo  dpaliit,  coo- 
rersewiih  the  Secretary  of  Waroa  the  subject. 

Tiiis  was  agreed  to,>aod  Mr.  Dawson,  Mr. 
Lowndes,  and  Mr.  MAcaifj  were  appointed  the 

u^mmittee. 

Mr.  PoiNDEXTER  presented  to  the  House  the 
wtition  from  the  Mayor'  and  other  citizens  of 
Vatchez,  oh  the  subject  of  erectidga  hospital  for 
be  reception  of  sicK  boatmen  employed  on  the 
be  Mississippi,  to  which  he  referred  yesterday. 


dr.  MiTCHiLL)  was  referred*. 

the  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  commar 
licaiion  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
Qclosio^a  report  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Sasiero  District  of  Orleans  and  Louisiana,  of  re- 
eded claims. — Referred  to  the^  Committee  on 
^ablic  Lands. 

ADDITIONAL  MILITARY  FORCB. 


Mr  Smilib  did  not  wisli  to  oeeupy  theiimeof 
the  Hou«e  by  any  observations,  lie  was  opposed 
to  the  motion  for  receding,  at^d  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  upon  it. 

Mr.  JoBNaoN  thought  be  had  already  carried 
\he  spirit  of  acoommodation  far  enough  in  vo* 
ting  for  raising  a  greater  number  of  men  than  be 
thought  necessary  at  present.  He  would  be  one 
of  the  last  men  in  the  House  to  bring  into  ques- 
tion the  rights  of  the  Senate,  or  to  excite  feelings' 


Phi,  pe,i<;,ith  that  pre.e«.ed  ye/terd.y  b'y   ^^llTt^^T^^ }}lV:^''?:^Zl^'^,'tl^^ 


Mr.  PoRTsa  called  for  the  consideration  of 
be  bill  for  raising  an  addhional  military  force, 
rbich  motion  being  agreed  to,  (be  amendments 
lisagreed  to  by  the  Senate  were  read,  when 

Mr.  Porter  moved  that  the  Hou?e  recede  from 
hfse  amendments.    He  made  this  motion  from 
ocbaoge  of  sentiment,  but  from  a  desire  to  pre- 
eot  further  delay.    He  had  always  beea  of  opin-^ 
»fi  that,  if  we  went  to  war,  the  first  operations  of 
be  war  would  be  carried  on  by  the  rokinteer 
orps  and  (he  troops  already  in  force,  because  the 
t)]uDteers  will  not  only  be  much  soonest  ready  to 
ike  the  field,  but  they  will  be  already  armed  and 
ilsciplioed,  whereas  the  new  troops  would  be 
nwQ  from  different  palrta  of  the  Union,  and 
rubably  be  entirely  unacquainted  with  military 
isciplioe.    It  was  under  this  impression  that  the 
)ominittee  of  Foreign  Relations,  when  the.  bill 
rom  the  Senate  was  referred  to  them,  recom- 
aeoded  an  amendment  reducing  the  tweniy^re 
bou;$and  men  (the  number  in  the  bill  which 
ame  from  the  Senate)  to  fifteen  thousand.   They 
opposed  that  this  number,  with  those  which  had 
eeo  authorized  for  fiiliiig  up  the  present  estab- 
isbroeot,  would  be  sufficient,  and  as  large  a  num* 
er  as  would  be  at  present  raised.    Bat  when  this 
mendment  was  proposed  to  the  House,  it  was 
Ml  with  a  gust  of  zeaJ  and  passion.  [The  Spbak- 
B  said  those  were  improper  terms  to  be  applied  to 
be  Hoase.]    Mr.  P.  meant  not  to  reflect  u pon  the 
louie.  The  zeal  with  which  this  proposition  was 
let,  evinced  a  laudable  wish  to  raise  a  sufficient 
)rce  to  protect  the  rights  and  interests  of  our 
Nioiry.   Nor  did  be  feel  inclined  to  oppose  what 
ppeared  to  be  almost  an  unanimous  wish  of  this 
louse  and  of  the  Senate.    He  thought  it  of  more 
nportance  to  act  promptly,  than  to  dispute  whe- 
ter  there  should  be  ten  thousand,  more  or  less, 
lep ;  and,  therefore,  gare  in  to  the  will  of  the 
majority.    When  the  amendments  for  limiting 
le  appointment  of  officers,  now  disagreed  to  b^ 
le  Senate,  were  introduced,  he  ?oted.  for  them, 
ecause  they  brought  the  bill  Nearer  to  his  views; 
ut,  as  these  amendments  had  been  rejected  by 
le  Senate,  he  was  willing  to  recede  from  themr 


the  same  country  to  serve,  and  doubtless  had  f  he* 
same  objects  in  view.  He  regretted  that  the  pas* 
sage  of  this  bill  should  be  procrastinated^  and  if 
thefe  was  a  majority  in  favor  of  receding  from 
the  amendments,  his  remarks  should  defer  the 
question  but  for  a  few  moments.  He  would  ad- 
vert  to  the  course  which  this  subject  had  ta^enj 
in  order  to  justify  those  who  are  in  favor  of  rais- 
ing a  smaller  number  of  men  than  is  eontempla* 
ted  by  the  bill.  It  was  not  only  tbe  opinion  of 
the  Committee  of  Foreigb  Relations,  but  of  er* 
,  ery  department  of  the  Qovernment,  that  ten  thou- 
sand regular  troops,  in  addition  to  filling  up  the 
present  Military  Establishiiient,  aiid  the  contem- 
plated volunteer  corps,  would  be  sufficient  for  the 
first'  moments  of  the  war.  After  the  first  blow 
was  struck,  it  was  believed  there  would  be  no  dif- 
ficulty in  raising  a  regular  force  to  any  extent 
that  might  be  wanted.  Those,  however,  in  favor 
of  ten  thousand,  out  of  a  spirit  of  accommoda- 
tion^ consented  to  the  raising  of  fifteen  thousand, 
and  afterwards,  with  the  restrictions  in  relatioa 
t>  the  appointment  of  officers,  to  twenty-five  thou- 
sand men. 

Mr.  J.  said  it  would  be  impossible  to  get  along 
with  (bis  business  if  members  did  not  act  with  an 
accommodating  spirit.    Respect  ought  to  be  paid 
to  the  opinions  or  men  who  have  had  an  experi- 
ence of  ten,  fifteen,  or  twenty  years  in  the  Qor- 
crnment.    If,  in  a  cause  like  the  present,  no  mem- 
ber would  vote  for  raising  any  but  the  precise 
number  he  had  in  his  own  mind  fixed  upon,  the 
House  would  be  able  to. pass  no  bill  upon  the 
subject.    Whilst  this  House  was  engaged  in  dis« 
cussing  the  resolution  for  raising  an  additional 
rnilitary  force,  a  bill  on  the  subject  was  received 
from  the  Seniaite.    The  House  immediately  laid 
aside  their  own  proposition,  and  took  up  the  bill. 
The  Senate  cannot  but  see  that  the  House  gave 
way  to  their  wishes  on  the  subject ;  but  they 
ought  to  consider  that  this  House  stands  upon 
the  same  ground  with  them,  and  that  respect  is 
due  to  their  decisions.    He  h^d  no  doubt  th^t 
many  werie  induced  to  vote  for  this  bill  from  the 
amendments  to  which  the  Senate  have  disagreed. 
When  appropriations  for  this  army  are  w»nted, 
this  House  will  have  to  originate  a  bill  for  the 
purpose;  and  shall  have  to  account  to  the  people 
for  the  economical  expenditure  of.  the  j)ublic 
money  in  the  prosebution  of  this  war.    Before  he 
would  lose  the  bill,  he  would,  to  be  sure,  receda 
from  these  amendments ;  but  he  hoped  the  House* 
would,  in  the  first  instance,  adhere  to  their  amend- 
ments, which  would  bring  on  a  conference  be* 
ttireea  the  two  Housea  that  might  either  iaduea 
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Ibe  Senate  to  accejit  of  the  ameodnieRtt,  or  to 
give  sueh  reasons  for  the  rejecttog  them  as  might 
induce  this  HoiiBe  more  wiiiiogly  to  recede  from 
them. 

Mr.  Wbiqht  was  in  favor  of  receding  from  the 
amendments,  rather  than  that  the  passage  of  the 
bill  should  be  delaved.  He  believed,  though  the 
Government  would  incur  a  greater  expense,  bf 
the  course  proposed,  the  men  would  sooner  be 
raised ;  as  every  officer  who  entered  the  service 
would  find  it  his  dutyiio  promote  the  enlistment 
of  the  men  ;  and  as  the  object  was  of  magnitude, 
we  ou£bt  not  to  regard  the  expense. 
'  Mr.  Little  wished  to  make  a  few  observations 
on  this  question.  The  subject  of  difiference  be- 
tween the  two  Houses  was  a  mere  matter  of  ex* 
pease.  If  we  recede  from  these  amendments,  all 
the  officers  for  the  thirteen  regiments  will  have 
to  be  at  once  appointed.  The  advantages  of  this 
course  ought  to  be  compared  with  the  expense, 
in  order  to  see  which  will  preponderate.  In  his 
opinion,  the  filling  up  of  the  ranks  would  depend 
very  much  on  the  character  of  the  officers  ap- 
pointed. If'we  are  immediately  to  go  to  war,  he 
thought  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  an 
early  appointment  of  the  officers  would  be  of 
more  consequence  than  the  expense.  Much  had 
been  said  about  the  opinion  of  the  Executive  as 
to  the  number  of  men  necessary  to  be  raised ;  he 
thought  this  branch  of  the  Qovernment  as  well 
able  to  judge  of  the  proper  force  to  be  raised  as 
the  Executive,  being  acquainted  with  the  differ* 
ent  parts  of  the  country,  and  the  most  vulnerable 
parts  of  it.  He  was  iu  iavor  of  xecediag  front 
the  amendments, 

Mr.  Maxwell  was  in  favor  of  raising  an  addi- 
tional force;  hut  could  not  agree  to- abandon 
these  amendments.  When  this  subject  was  first 
agitated,  it  appeared  that  the  Executive  was  in 
favor  of  raising  ten  thousand  men  only.  He 
was,  therefore,  in  favor  of  ihe  number  reported 
by  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations;  finding 
there  was  a  great  variety  of  opinion,  however, 
he  consented  to  vote  for  fifteen  thousand  men,  by 
way  of  acconimodation.  The  Senate  otitstripped 
this  House  in  their  movements  in  this  buainess, 
and  sent  down  a  bill  proposing  to  raise  twenty- 
five  thousand  men.  He  was  opposed  to  this  nam* 
ber,  on  account  of  its  being  so  much  larger  than 
had  been  asked  for  hy  the  Bxec4itiv9,  and  he  be* 
Iteved  this  was  the  opinion  of  many  others ;  how- 
ever^  when  the  proposition  made  by  the  Speaker 
lot  limiting  the  number  of  officers  to  be  appointed, 
was  agreed  to,  he  voted  for  the  bill,  as  he  con- 
ceived many  others  had  done  so,,  that  the  biU 
mieht  pass  by. as  large  a  majority  as  possible. 
'  Wnat  has  been  the  conduct  of  the  Senate  on  this 
occasion  7  Hav«  they  acted  in  anything  like  a 
spirit  of  conciliation  ?  They  say,  pass  the  bill  it 
the  shape  in  which  we  send  it  to  you,  or  not  an 
all.  He,  for  one,  would  not  agree  to  pass  it  in  this 
way.  He  aiade  as  great  a  sacrifice  of  opinion  as 
he  was  willing  to  do.  Tl^ere  is  a  point  beyond 
which,  he  trusted,  this  House  could  not  be  driven. 
He  had  no  desire  to  see  an  army  of  officers,  with- 
oat  soldier*  to  commaad,  which  iirould  be  the 


case,  if  theae  ameodnenta  were  straek  oat  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  Bibb  said,  if  ip  the  eommeaceniest  of  & 
war  with  England,  we  are  to  be  regardless  of  ex- 
pense, the  war  will  terminate,  eitoer  before  iti 
commencement,  or  soon  after.  Whether  a  di^ 
sition  to  produce  such  an  effect  had  given  rise  to 
this  difference  between  the  two  Houses,  was  ooi 
his  province  to  determine ;  but  in  the  very  act 
of  making  war  against  England  fur  aggrei>»tciu, 
he  was  unwilling  to  submit  to  the  usurpaiions  oi 
any  other  body.  He  .found,  by  the  CoostitotiaL, 
that  all  money  bills  must  originate  with  ut 
House  of  Representatives ;  yet  the  Senate  hu 
passed  a  bill  incurring  an  expense  of  eight,  Diae, 
or  ten  millions  of  dollars,  which  we  have  amed- 
ed ;  but  which  thejr  send  |)ack  to  us,  sayins:  'We 
will  expend  ten  millions,  or  nothing."  Was  ox 
this  reversing  the  order  of  things  ?  It  certai^f 
belongs  to  this  House,  to  provide  the  waf s  aai 
means,  and  to  judse  of  the  ability  of  the  oaUA 
to  raise  them.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  Hove 
would  not  recede. 

Mr.  Gruicdt  said«  if  he  had  been  opposed :» 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  he  shoo  Id  be  in  favor  of 
receding  i«om  these  amend  meats.  Though  it  u 
the  business  of  this  House  to  origioate  mofler- 
bills,  the  ceotleoMD  from  Georgia  had  carried  ho 
ideas  on  wis  subject  too  far.  We,  as  the  iffla^ 
diate  Representatives  of  the  people^  are  supposed 
to  be  the  best  jadges  of  what  is  proper  in  ibis 
respect;  but  it  does  not  follow,  that  the  oibcr 
branch  of  the  Legislature  shall  not  originate  aof 
bill  which  may  call  for  money  frodi  the  Treisurj' 
They  have  this  right,  and  we  have  the  right  to 
act  u|)OD  such  bills,  whea  they  come  before  o>,ii 
we  think  pioper. 

Let  us  examine,  Haid  Mr.  Q.,  whether  the  Ses- 
ate  have  not  acted  properly  in  Kjecting  tfane 
amendments,  and  whether  true  economy  will  act 
be  consulted  by  agreeing  to  the  present  motioo. 
We  had  determined  that  less  than  0Be-hilfib< 
officers  should  be  appointed  at  present,  and  after- 
wards, when  a  certaia  portion  of  the  meo  sUH 
be  raised,  the  balance.  If  we  shall  be  engaged  ui 
war,  is  it  believed  that  tweaty-five  thousand  meo 
will  be  too  many  7  Certainly  not.  Wodd  it  not 
then,  be  coosultiDg  economy  and  despatch  to  raise 
a  aafficiency  of  men  at  once  ?  For,  if  you  tend 
a  force  to-Cfaiuiday  you  must  leave  a  part  of  jour 
men  to  guard  your  posts. at  borne.  The  loree 
ought  to  be  fully  auffieieat  \  if  it  were  not,  ^^ 
might  be  the  coosequeaee. 

This  bill,  aaid  Mr.  Q.,  came  from  the  Senate; 
we  have  amended  it ;  they  disagree  to  our  aiaeod* 
meats,  and  a»k  us  to  recede.  Aod  if  we  do  sot, 
a  verbal  war  is  4o  be  carried  on  between  the  i«o 
Houses.  Rather  than  this  should  take  place,  be 
would  be  for  now  yielding  a  little  on  the  seore  of 
numbers^  and  insure  the  passage  of  the  bill,  which 
might  otherwise  be  endangered.  Besides,  mi  di^ 
agreement  between  the  two  Houses  would  ex- 
hibit us  in  an  unfavorable  light,  not  onlf  tooor 
own  coDstitueata,  but  to  foreign  countries.  Greit 
Britain  i^ould  be  ready  to  say,  ^Republican  kmnf 
*  ioa  can  never  go  to  waf .    Their  Congren  woal<i 
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rather  hold  a  verbal  confliet  atnoonf  themselves 
than  engage  in  war  with  aqy  natioq  whatever." 
Mr,  SMiLra  hoped  the  House  would  not  recede 
om  their  amendments,  The  genileroan  from 
laryland  (Mr.  Wriobt)  had.  said  the  object  is 
eat,  and  we  ougb|  not  to  talk  about  expense. 
e  knew  as  well  as  that  gentleman  s  that  war 
lold  not  be  earned  on  without  expense.'  This 
not  the  qtiestian.  The  question  is,  whether  we 
ill  sabmit  to  an  aonecessary  expense?  The 
otlemaa  from  Tennessee'  (Mr.  Grundy)  has 
Id  OS  we  ought  to  agree  with  the  Senate,  lest 
e  hazard  the  loss  of  the  bill.  If  this  should  be 
ecase,  on  whom  will  the  responeibility  reati 
^bere  it  ou^ht  to  rest.  Have  we  not' shown 
ery  disposition  to  accommodate  the  Senate,  at 
e  same  time  that  we  endeavored  to  guard 
aiost  onneeessary  expense?  How  will  the 
II  stand  if  the  amendments  be  stricken  out  ?  It 
ill  be  an  excellent  bill  for  officers,  but  not  for 
ro.  There  will  be  an  army  of  offiieers  without 
».  Would  it  injure  the  service  if  these  amend- 
rnts  remain  ?  He  thought  not.  He  had  doubts 
Aether  the  twelve  hundred  men  for  six  xegi- 
mts  would  be  raised  for  twelve  months  from 
is  time;  and  all  this  time  the  nation  would  be 
idled  with  the. expense  of  the  officers  for  all 
i  ihirteeo  regiments.  If  this  were-  economy, 
did  not  understand  it.  It  will  be  remembered, 
d  Mr.  S.,  that  all  power  rests  with  the  people, 
tei r opi n ion supportsthosei[>  power;  and  when 
It  changes,  they  will  choose  those  whose  opin- 
IS  correspobd  with  their  own^ 
)ir.  S.said  when  he  looked  forward  to  the  day 
leti  we  should  have  to  call  upon  the  people  for 
(es  to  support  this  expense,  or,  at  least,  totpay 
^iDterest  of  it — ^for  he  hoped  it  was  not  intend- 
to  borrow  money  to  pay  the  interest  aft  well 
principal — be  expected  great  murmuring.  For 
must  have  internal  taxes;  no  one  thought  of 
f  other  source.  All  goes  on  very  smoothly  at 
!Beiii;  bat  the  trying  time  will  be  when  the 
ipiies  come  to  be  raised.  He  was  willing  to 
er  into  this  war;  but  he  was  unwilling  to  ex- 
id  one  shilling  unnecessarily. 
4r.  Trodp  was  in  favor  of  receding-,  because, 
doing  80,  he  believed  the  raising  of  the  troops 
old  be  expedited;  for,  if  two  hundred  officers 
lid  raiae  ten  thousand  men  in  a  given  time, 
ir  hondred  officers  could  raise  twenty  thousand 
the  same  time.  He  could  not  help  replying  to 
emark  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
T'  Smilig,)  that  gentlemeii  were  all  for  econ- 
y<  Mr.  T.  was  not  for  a  war  of  economy,  but 
^r  of  vigor.  All  wars  are  necessarily  expen- 
^  The  more  feeble  and  protracted  they  are, 
greater  will  be  the  expense ;  and  the  expense 
^8,  in  proportion^  as  they  are  short  and  vigor- 
'  If  we  are  not  to  have  an  energetic  war,  let 
have  no  war.  He  believed  the  resources  of 
>  coQotry  are  adequate  to  any  War.  Compare 
siioatton  of  the  country  with  what  it  was  in 
5.  Our  population  |k>w  consists  of  seven  mil- 
ls of  active,  enterprising  individuals,  carrying 
I  commerce  second  only  to  one  nation  in  the 
rid ;  then,  onr  population  was  only  three  mil- 
l2thCoif.  latSsss.— 83 


lions,  with  a  feeble  colonial  commerce,  and  the 
people  miaierabry  poor  in  everything  but  a  spirit 
of  liberty.  What  did  thev  do  ?  If  gentlemen  will 
recur  tp  the  Journals  of  that  day,  they  will  discov- 
er that,  when  Congress  had  a  formidable  army 
ready  to  march,  they  had  not  a  dollar  of  revenue, 
and  the  people  were  too  indigent  to  raise  money. 
Congress  had  to  issue  bills  of  credit  to  the  amount 
of  two  millions  of  dollars.  If  itiie  thought  we 
cannot  raise  the  necessary  supplies,  we  had  better 
do  at  once,  what,  perha(>s,  we  shall  find  it  neces- 
sary to  do,  if  we  refuse  to  recede  from  these 
amendments — gubmU, 

Mr.  WinoBRY  said,  had  not  these  amendmenta 
been  made  to  the  bill,  the  minority  on  its  passage 
would  have  been  much  larger  than  it  was.  Un- 
til gentlemen  shall  come  forward  and  offer  somo 
good  reason  for  agreeing  to  the  present  motion, 
he  should  be  opposed  to  it,  believing  this  House 
to  be  as  good  judges  of  what  was  right  as  the 
other.  Indeed,  if  there  be  safety  in  a  multitude 
of  counsellors,  we  have  the  advantage.  He  did 
not  believe  the  lass  of  the  bill  would  be  hazarded 
by  refusing  to  recede ;  it  would  briog  on  a  confer-^ 
ence.  He  was  willing  to  go  as  far  as  was  neces- 
sary in  raising  troops,  but  he  wished  to  avoid  all 
unnecessary  expeqse. 

Mr.  Roberts  said  the  question  had  now  re- 
solved itself  into  the  shape  in  which  he  wished 
to  have  bad  it  be&re,  when  the  bill  was  under 
discussion.  The  vote  will  now  be  whether  we 
will  agree  to  raise  an  army  of  twenty-five  thou- 
sand men,  and  all  the  officers,  complete;  at  a 
time,  too,  when  nothing  has  been  done  towarda 
arming  the  militia  or  raising  volunteers,  and 
when,  from  the  present  situation  of  things,  not 
much  is  to  be  expected  on  those  subjects.  The 
measures  which  have  been  taken  for  putting  our- 
selves in  a  state  for  meeting  a  war,  arose  from  the 
Message  of  the  President  at  the  commencement  * 
of  the  session.  The  Committee  of  Foreign  Re- 
lations, who  had  this  subject  under  consideration, 
recommended  the  filling  up  of  the  present  Mili- 
tary Establishment,  raising  an  additional  military 
force,  the  acceptance  of  volunteer  corpse  and  arm- 
ing and  disciplining  the  militia.  The  Senate  re- 
ported a  bill,  and  matured  it,  for  raising  an  addi- 
tional military  force,  but  he  had  not  heard  that 
they  had  taken  aov  step  respecting  the  militia  or 
volunteers.  We  nrst  agree  to  raise  what  appear- 
ed to  him  the  most  objectionable  force — which« 
he  feared,  would  prevent  due  attention  being  paid 
to  the  volunteers  and  militia.  He,  therefore, 
thought  it  would  be  improper,  in  this  stage  of  the 
business,  for  the  House  to  recede.  The  Senate, 
it  would  be  recollected,  is  a  part  of  the  &xeca- 
tive  branch  of  the  Government,  and  the  differ- 
ence now  between  the  two  Houses  is,  whether 
all  the  officers  shall  be  at  once  appointed*  Per- 
haps they  felt  a  desire  on  this  subject,  arising  from 
their  Executive  duty.  He  should  wtsh  to  be  sat- 
isfied on  this  point  by  a  conference  before  ha 
agreed  to  recede. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  that  the  House  had  already 
decided  that  twenty-five  thousand  men  were  ne- 
cesaary.    The  only  queatioa  at  present  ia  a  quea» 
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tion  of  expeDse.  Can  tay  eentleniBn  say  what 
the  difiereoce  of  expense  will  be?  He  beliered 
it  would  be  very  inconsiderable.  The  question 
of  peace  or  war  must  be  decided  in  three  or  four 
mouths,  and  several  weeks  would  pass  before  the 
appointments  could  be  made.  Congress  would 
spend  more  in  deliberating  on  this  subject  than 
the  difference  of  expense  would  amount  to.  In 
case  the  whole^f  toe  officers  be  appointed,  the 
recruiting  service  will  ero  on  much  better  than  it 
would  otnerwise  do.  If,  said  Mr.  C,  we  be  seri- 
ous on  the  question  of  war,  we  ought  not  to  stickle 
about  an  expense  of  twenty  or  thirty  thousand 
dollars.  If  a  temper  of  this  kind  is  to  prevail  in 
the  House,  it  will  show  that  we  are  not  fit  to 
manage  the  afiairs  of  the  nation.  He  knew  the 
expenses  of  war  were  considerable,  and  they  will 
be  so,  at  all  events ;  but  a  war  carried  on  with 
vigor  would  be  less  so  than  one  carried  on  in  a 
feeble,  ineffective  way.  If  gentlemen  were  alarm- 
ed at  a  measure  of  this  kind  at  the  commence- 
ment of  our  preparations,  ~wa  had  better  proeeed 
BO  further. 

Mr.  Randolph  said  he  would  make  a  motion 
which  would  supersede  the  one  before  the  House. 
It  was,  that  the  further  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject should  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  Randolph  made  this  motion,  not  from  a 
wish  to  impede  the  progress  of  the  public  busi- 
ness, but  from  a  sense  of  that  duty,  from  a  per- 
forniance  of  which  be  trusted  he  should  never  be 
found  to  shrink.  He  made  the  motion,  because 
he  held  a  standing  army  to  be,  in  itself,  uocongep 
Dial  with  a  Republican  Government;  because  he 
held  this  Government,  as  at  present  constituted, 
to  be  incapable,  under  existing  circumstances,  of 
carrying  on,  to  any  practical  national  effect,  for- 
eign offensive  war.  He  made  the  motion,  also, 
because  the  course  pursued  by  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress,  is  a  course  not  required  by  the  circum- 
stances of  the  country,  nor  by  that  branch  of  the 
Government  which  must  be  intrusted  ultimately 
with  the  employment  of  the  force  proposed  to  be 
raised.  It  appeared  to  him,  that,  of  late  years, 
novelties  the  most  strange  and  unaccountable  had 
daily  grown  up  in  the  two  Houses  of  Congress. 

In  the  first  place,  we  undertake,  by  law,  to  en- 
ter into  stipulation  with  a  foreign  Power,  not 
binding  upon  that  Power,  but  bioding  only  upon 
ourselves.  To  do,^  b^  law,  that  to  which  the  Ex- 
ecutive power  alone  is  competent,  and  that  which 
could  be  carried  into  effect  by  the  treaty-making 
power  only.  Now  we  are  undertaking  to  say, 
that  the  Executive  Government  of  the  United 
States  is  either  ignorant  of  the  true  interesto  of 
the  country,  or  incapable  of  carrying  on  the  busi-^ 
ness  of  the  nation,  or  unwilling  to  do  that  which 
the  public  interest  demands.  This  is  the  subject 
of  your  bill. 

After  you  have  raised  these  twenty-five  thou- 
sand men— if  he  might  reason  on  an  impossibility ; 
for  it  had,  he  thought,  been  demonstrated  that 
these  men  could  not  be  raised,  it  would  be  an 
army  on  paper  only — shall  we  form  a  commit- 
tee of  this  Houae,  m  qualitv  of  a  Committee  of 
Public  Safety,  or  shall  we  depute  the  power  to 


the  Speaker  (he  should  not  wish  k  in  safer  haoAt) 
to  carry  on  the  w'ar?  Shall  we  declare,  Ui&i 
the  Executive  not  being  capable  of  diseeniae  tM 
pablic  interest,  or  not  having  spirit  to  parsseii. 
we  have  appointed  a  committee  to  take  tke  Pres- 
ident and  Cabinet  into  custody  1  GentWora  talk 
of  marching  and  countermarching  these  mofi. 
as  if  thev  would  have  any  control  over  tlinft: 
though  tney  will  have  none,  except^  indeed,  that 
they  might  withhold  the  supplies  for  their  sappoa 
and  by  this  means,  oblige  the  Exeaotive  to  da- 
band  them ;  but  as  to  now,  or  where,  or  vImi 
they  shall  be  employed,  this  House  has  no  c* 
trol  whatever. 

It  was  far  from  his  expectation,  when  he  ca« 
to  the  House  this  morning,  that  he  shouM  htii 
said  anything  on  this  bill.  He  did  not  know  a 
expect  that  it  would  be  uken  up.  Bat  bcai 
consider  a  standing  army  to  be  in  itself  not  amflf 
nncongenial,  but  deadly,  to  the  spirit  oftfni 
Government.;  and  he  believed  that  the  first  om 
of  an  adventurous,  unprincipled  ebaracter,  vhi 
got  into  the  chair  of  our  Gbvemment,  with  era 
half  the  number  of  men  now  proposed  toberai^ 
at  his  hack,  will  make  the  experiment  in  whxk 
Catiline  failed,  but  in  which  Cesar,  Cromvii 
and  Bonaparte  succeeded.  And  shall  we  be  (qU 
that  there  is  no  danger  of  a  man  of  this  dfsenf 
tion  getting  into  the  chair  of  Governmeai?  hi 
necessary  to  oarry  your  recollection  to  the  i»stl 
Is  it  necessary  to  state  that  a  man,  of  the  rei|| 
description  woich-  h^d  been  mentioned,  had  beet 
within  one  vote  of  becoming  President  of  tbi! 
United  States? 

A  standing  arrav  is  the  life  and  soul  oft  oiih 
tarY«de$p9t,  Will  any  man  deny  it  7  Cao  d» 
potism  exist  without  it  ?  Is  it  not  the  psbuN 
on  which  it  lives,  and  moves,  and  has  its  beiegt 
It  has  ever  been  dangerons  to  limited  moBarffi- 
ies — he  spoke  of  hereditarv  monarchies.  ho9i 
for  the  fact,  said  he,  in  all  the  aiuhoriiiei— t^ 

food,  old  doctrines  of  the  Whigs^  before  pova 
ad  corrupted  them  and  they  had  apostatizediViHi 
their  principles^  And  if  a  standing  army  bedifi-| 
gerous  to  liberty  in  an  hereditary  monarebr.vbiR 
the  first  seat  in  society  is  guarded  by  aocieat  ^ 
judices,  by  moral  restraints,  and  physical  (oftti 
it  in  a  form  of  Government  like  this,  where  ttai 
Chair  of  State  is  filled  by  a  Kiag  Log,  a  siaooiil 
army  be  dangerous  to  liberty,  what  most  it  be'i 
a  Government  like  onrs?  la  a  QovernmeiM^* 
that  of  England,  it  is  almost  impo&sible  for » 
usurper  to  get  at  the  throne.  How  is  be  to  get 
there?  He  dare  not  even  imagine  the  KiBp 
death.  But  here,  such  a  character  has  ooif  '^ 
wait  four  years,  to  be  inducted,  in  form,  to  jom 
chair ;  the  door  is  always  open  to  him.  . 

We  hear  much.said  Mr.R.  about  tfaeeoadacta 
the  Congress  of '75.  In  '75  the  soil  of  this  coaoif 
was  polluted  by  the  tread  of  our  enemy;  and  ifii 
event  of  the  same  kind  were  to  take  place  dowJ<( 
the  Congress  of  1812  give  onl||r  the  signal  aol 
there  would  be  no  difliculty  in  raising  one  haoditt 
thousand  men,  more  than  we  could  victaal,  i^ 
clothe,  and  arm.  But  the  circumstances  ^^ 
which  this  army  b  propoaed  are  Tcry  differeflt 
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The  geotleman  from  PeoiiaylfBDia  (Mr.  Smi* 
ie]  has  told  tb«  House  that  this  armv  »  to  be 
roTided  for  by  ioteroal  taxes.  He  had  been  ex- 
rctiog  this.  The  moment  this  bill  beeomes  a 
iw,  yoa  will  hear  the  flap  of  the  ominous  wings 
^tbe  Treasury  pouncing  upon  your  table^  with 
lojeets  of  land  tax,  exeise,  hearth  tax,  window 
J.  Excise  not  merely  on  whiskey ^that  great 
teessary  of  life,  but  .upon  leather,  candles  ,d^e., 
«^  io  ail  the.  forma  of  oppression  and  extortion, 
(thai  the  habitation  of  a  man  will  no  longer  be 
»  castle.  For  this  reason  he  wished  the  coa- 
dnalioQ  of  this  bill  postponed,  that  the  gentle- 
•n  from  Massaehusetts  (Mr.  Bacon,  the  cbatr** 
ID  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means) 
ight  lay  before  the  House  his  budget  for  meet- 
%  the  expenses  of  the  war ;  so  that  the  House 
ay  Dot,  m  the  first  instance,  be  entrapped  by 
{reeiog  to  raise  an  army,  and  then  be  told,  they 
ire  nothing  lelt  to  do,  but  to  pro?ide  a  system 
f  iotefDal  taxation.  And  for  what  expense  are 
MI  10  proride  ?  The  principal  ?  No ;  the  bare 
iterest  of  the  principal  only. 
We  are  to  have  a  vast  armjr — double  the  amount 
ftbtt  proposed  to  be  raised  in  '98— internal  taxes, 
ght  per  cent,  loans,  and  no  federalism.  I  pray 
ro,  said  Mr.  R.,  of  what  sort  of  thioes  is  this 
jederalism  compounded  ?  What  are  its  dements  ? 
on  hare  your  chotee  6f  two  alternatives.  Qen- 
nnea  must  either  stop  on  the  good  old  Virginia 
ipnod,  or  they  mttst  scout  it,  and  go  into  F^sder* 
iio,  and  adopt  Federal  doctrine  to  its  full  ex- 
01.  Tbey  must  take  one  or  the  other ;  and  if 
ley  be  prepared  for  this  system  of  internal  tax- 
too— this  system  of  patronage — this  vast  Army 
^  Nary,  and  the  point  of  honor — he  spoke  of 
mi  as  between  nations — it  is  hardly  worth 
hile  to  keep  up  the  old  distinction. 
With  regard  to  loans.  He  sbould  be  sorry  on 
i«  general  subject  of  finance,  or  perhaps  on  any 
^er,  to  pretend  to  an  equal  d^ree  ot  informa- 
ra  with  the  very  extraordinary  man  at  the  head 
'oar  Treasury  Department.  He  never  had  any 
»bt  of  his  ingenuity  He  believed  that  what 
«ld  be  done,  he  would  effect.  He  would  ven- 
^  to  affirm,  however,  for  though  his  sources  of 
BOrmation  were  not  eoual  to  those  of  the  Secre- 
■■^Ti  he  had  no  doubt  or  their  eorrectness,  that  he 
iDQot  borrow  money  to  the  extent  of  our  wants. 

is  not  be  to  had  abroad  we  all  know;  and 
is  not  to  be  bad  at  home.  It  is  very  easy  for  a 
AQ,  or  a  nation,  in  full  credit,  who  pays  punctual- 
Vto  borrow  either  small  or  large  sums;  but  an- 
MiQee  to  the  world  that  you  have  oo  resort,  but 
>  borrow,  and  you  will  soon  find  the  bar onaeter 
fyoar  credit  £all. 

What  is  the  proposition,  Mr.  R.  asked,  which 
le  Committee  of  Commeree  and  Manumetures 
IS  brought  forward  for  importing  from  €keat 
ntaio  and  her  possessions,  urticles  ordered,  or 
tid  to  be  ordered,  previous  to  the  2d  of  February 
*t?  It  is  said,  to  enable  us  to  comply  with  our 
eaty  with  the  Indians,  in  furnishing  thern^  with 
le  CQstomary  articles.  But  it  is,  in  fact,  to  get 
laokets  and  woollens  for  our  soldiery  and  revenue 
0  oar  Treasar  y.     It  is  to  get  a  supply  of  arti* 


cles,  which  we  confess  we  have  not,  and  to  receive 
the  duties  on  impost  and  tonnage.  How  does 
this  square)  Look  at  your  revenue  before  yoo 
undertook  to  interfere  with  commerce,  and  look 
at  it  now,  anfl  you  will  fiod  that  nearly  one  half 
of  your  revenue  is  destroyed  by  your  own  act. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  had  listened  with  attention, 
whenever  his  health  would  permit,  to  the  argu-^ 
ments  of  gentlemen  in  favor  of  this  oill.  He  had 
heard  nothing  of  any  weight  until  his  worthy 
friend  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Williams; 
spoke  the  other  day.  Nothing  which  had  not 
been  repeated  at  least  one  hundred  times  before, 
and  much  better  said ;  and  there  was  sueh  a  sim- 
iiariiy  between  the  debates  of  this  time  and  on  a 
former  occasion,  that  the  whole  appeared  like  an 
old  story.  As  a  friend  and  old  fellow-laborer  in 
political  opinion,  he  w«s  highly  gratified  bv  the 
speech  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina ; 
but,  except  on  tne  subject  of  the  Orders  in  Conn- 
oil,  he  did  not  recollect  that  he  had  said  anything 
eit4ier  new  or  convincing.  After  the  fascination 
of  his  animated  manner  had  passed  ofi*,  he  had 
searched  his  mind  for  anything  else  in  vain.  He 
listened  to  have  heard  a  word  on  the  subject  of 
the  French  decrees,  either  goverAmental  or  mn* 
icipal,  or  on  the  stipulations  of  the  present  Em* 
beror  of  France  towards  the  United  States.  He 
listened  also  for  something  on  the  subject  of  the 
letter  of  the  Duke  de  Cadore  to  our  Minister;  but 
he  listened  in  vain.  He  heard  nothing  but  the 
old  story  that  the  West  Indi^  would  no  longer 
be  worth  cultivating,  and  that  the  raanufs^cturers 
of  Birmingham  and  Manchester  would.compel  the 
British  Ministry  to  yield  to  our  demands.  This 
had  been  the  standing  order  of  the  day  for  six 
years  past. 

The  gentleman  froraSouth  Carolina  called  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  a  commerce,  which  we 
need  never  again  look  for.  As  we  have  onder^ 
taken  to  force  manufactures  here,  so  has  the  Bm- 
peror  of  France  undertaken  to  force  them ;  and 
as  we  have  refused  to  supply  England  with  raw 
malerlals,  she  has  sought  for  supplies  in  other 
quarters.  He  looked  upon  our  export  of  cotton 
to  be  as  dead  aa  that  of  indigo.  We  shall  have 
DO  nmrket  for  it  hereafter,  but  to  supply  our  own 
eOnsumpiion ;  except  they  will  take  it  from  us  in 
China,  whrich  can  scarcely  b^  expected. 

The  geDtieman  from  South  Carolina  says,  that 
it  tal^es  all  the  profits  of  our  trade  with  other 
countries,  to  pay  the  annual  balance  due  to  En^^* 
land.  To  men  of  practical  minds,  what  does  this 
fact  prove?  It  proves  that  this  fmlaoce  was  es* 
sential  to  our  interest.  It  proves  that  we  all  know, 
that  a  capital  is  necessary  to  a  man  who  is  de* 
void  of  oofe ;  and  England,  being  the  first  com- 
mercial nation  in.tbe  world,  furnishes  us  with  f 
oapiial  which  we  want,,  as  Holland,  in  former 
times-,  used  to  furnish  capital  for  the  other  nations 
of  Europe.  It  is  as  plain  as  any  proposition  in 
mathetnatics,  that  where  two  nations  trade  to- 
gether, the  one  rich  and  the  other  poor,  the  on6 
yielding  raw  materials,  and  the  other  manufac- 
tures in  a  finished]  state,  that  the  trade  of  superior 
weaiili  and  left&emeiit  is  necessary  to  the  nation 


711 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


712 


H.  or  R. 


Additional  MUitarg  Fktroe. 


JAiroin,181& 


.^     J. 


of  inferiur  inwalth.  Do  you  waot  ao  illustration  ? 
Which  is  most  necessary  in  America — blankets 
and  rides  or  furs  1  Suppose  the  savage  on  our 
Northwestern  frontier  would  not  let  us  have  their 
furs,  they  would  not  get  our  blankets  and  rifles. 

Do  not  gentlemen  see  the  avidity,  notwithstand- 
ing ail  the  difficulties  attending  the  trade,  and  the 
consequent  high  prices,  with  which  British  man- 
ufactures are  purchased  here?  The  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  has  founded  a  strong  argu* 
men t,  in  the  reduced  price  of  this  cotton,  for  re* 
sistiug  the  Orders  in  Council*  But  the  low  price 
of  his  cotton  is  no  proof  of  the  depreciation  of 
British  manufactures. 

But  we  are  to  go  to  war  to  conquer  the  liberty 
of  the  sea — France  having  tried  this  in  vain* 
France,  with  an  army  of  a  million  of  men,  with 
Bonaparte,  Massena,  and  other  famous  generals  at 
their  head,  having  failed  in  this  enterprise,  some 
of  our  famous  colonels  are  determined  to  succeed. 
This  appears  farcical. 

But  as  to  the  principle  of  the  Orders  in  Coon- , 
cU,  take  France  out  of  the  way,  and  he  believed 
there  would  be  no  hesitation  in  resisting  them. 
The  question  has  been,  shall  we  resist  the  minor, 
and  put  up  with  the  major  injury  ?  But,  situaled 
as  we  are,  he  would  resist  the  Orders  in  Council. 
But  he  saw  no  connexion  between  an  army  of 
twenty-five  or  fifty  thousand  men,  and  a  repeal 
of  the  Orders  in  Council. 

Suppose  the  Chinese  had  as  great  a  maritime 
force  in  their  seas  as  the  British  have  in  the  At* 
lantic  ocean,  and  Chioa  was  at  war  with  Japan, 
and  had  passed  similar  orders  with  the  British. 
We  have  no  trade  to  Japan ;  she  has  some  decree, 
either  governmental  or  municipal,  to  prevent  our 
going  there;  would  his  friend  from  South  Caro- 
lina, whose  heroic  spirit  and  manly  mind  he  ad- 
mired, undertake  to  compel  the  Chinese,  with  a 
population  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of 
aubjects  and  a  large  fleet  of  ships-of-the-line,  by 
passing  a  law  to  raise  twenty>five  thousand  men, 
to  repeal  her  re.strictive  orders  against  our  com- 
merce?  This  would  be  outquizoting  Cluixote 
himself;  and  outheroding  all  our  former  Herod^ 
ings.  With  a  law  for  raising  twenty-five  thou- 
sand men,  whom  you  cannot  raise,  you  are  to  set 
out  on  an  expedition  to  conquer  the  liberty  of  the 
sea;  and  where?  He  did  not  know  whether  be 
understood  his  friend  from  South  Carolina;  but 
he  seemed  to  have  some  project  in  his  mind.^-*the 
torpedoes  having  failed,  he  supposed,  he  had  got- 
ten some  other  new  invented  machinery  to  be 
put  in  motion  by  the  Falls  of  Niagara;  but  what 
It  was  he  understood  not. 

There  is  one  view  of  the  subject,  which  he 
must  be  permitted  to  take.  No  wise  man  would 
undertake  any  important  measure  until  he  first 
calculated  the  manner  of  effecting  his  object,  and 
eonsidered  the  situation  in  which  he  would  be 
placed  after  his  purpose  was  attained.  Mr.  R. 
would  overlook  every  other  consideration.  He 
would  indulge  gentlemen  in  their  most  romantic 
notions  of  success.  He  would  consider  the  Amer- 
ican standard  as  hoisted  oa  the  walls  of  Q^uebee, 
and  even  at  Nova  Scotia  and  New  BrUnawiek 


What  have  you  got.  at  an  immense  expense  of 
blood  and  treasure?  a  national  corse! 

You  will,  to  be  sure,  have  done  a  favor  to  Cta- 
ada.  You  will  have  parchased,  at  a  dnr  nte. 
her  independence.  This  is  very  beaevolntind 
philanthropie*--and  might  be  a  very  proper  cob- 
sideration  for  a  qoaker  meeting  or  philaoikn^c 
society,  but  not  for  this  body.  But  after  Ca&i^ 
shall  be  conq uered,  commerce  «ould  not  beforeH 
into  that  inhospitable  climate ;  and  yet  vearets 
bring  upon  ourselves  land  taxes,  excise, and  iDt» 
nal  taxes  of  every  description,  to  obtain  it. 

Are  there  no  limits,  asked  Mr.  R.,  to  tbeten> 
tory  over  which  Republican  government  ma?  te 
extended?  Is  it,  like  space,  indefinite  initsei« 
tent?  He  believed  that  whenever  the  valiefrf 
the  Mississippi  came  to  be  filled  op,  we  shoaX 
find  our  mistake  on  this  subject. 

You  are  laying  the  foundation  for  a  seef^sm 
from  the  Union— 4>n  the  north,  by  the  po5$e$«ioi 
of  Canada,  and  on  the  borders  of  the  OhioJf 
another  division.  The  Ohio  has  been  made  tk 
line  between  the  slaveholding  States  and  tbat 
which  hold  no  slaves.  He  need  not  call  ibe  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  this  distinction,  nor  totlff 
jealousies  and  animosities  growing  out  of  tk 
subject. 

Mr.  R.  said,  if  he  thought  these  tweDty-fin 
thousand  men  could  efiect  their  object;  iftlKf 
could  be  raised ;  if,  being  raised,  they  would  iflt 
be  more  dangerous  than  the  Orders  in  Coufleila 
French  decrees,  he  might  have  been  disponed  n 
favor  the  passage  of  this  bill. 

But  why  should  gentlemen  wish  to  rak  i 
larger  force  than  the  Executive  wants — this  ^ 
is  disposed  to  use  ?  For)  with  all  his  jetlou>« 
of  Executive  power,  when  we  go  to  war,  weme^ 
do  one  of  the  two  things:  We  must  either pn 
the  President  such  a  militarv  and  naval  for» 
and  let  him  use  ft;  or,  if  he  decline  using  it.r^ 
move  him  and  put  some  man- in  his  place  vM 
will  use  it.  There  is  no  other  alternative.  WfH 
any  one  suggest  any  other? 

ITou  have  an  agent  to  execute  certain  bu<if>es, 
he  asks  from  you  a  certain  amount  for  efecna? 
the  business  on  hand,  you  give  him  double— Tn| 
force  it  upon  him--*you  compel  him  to  waste  it 
Would  not  this  be  deemed  extraordinary  coodostl 
in  an  individual  ?  If  we  place  confidence  ia  ibe| 
Executive,  we  ought  to  act  up  to  his  views,  asl 
not  adopt  measures  to  force  him  beyond  thepoiBti 
to  wfaicn  he  is  willing  to  go. 

Mr.  R.  felt  an  uuer  incapacity  to  do  a  propfti 
degree  of  justice  to  his  sentiments  on  tbissobjeet;: 
but  he  could  not  suffer  the  bill  to  pass  wiiboau 
making  one  mofe  attempt  to  put  it  in  thepov^ti 
of  the  House  to  retrace  their  steps  from  this  ill- 
advised  measure. 

We  are  going  to  war — going  to  raise  twentyi 
five  thousand  men — agoing  to  sweep  away  Biii 
Majesty's  Oovernment  from  the  British  Proris-j 
ces.  lie  sometimes  was  ready  to  persuade  blst-l 
self  that  he  must  be  laboring  under  n  mental  dr 
rangemem — that  the  thing  could  not  be.  Wbat* 
raise  twenty-five  thousand  men  for  this  purpose; 
when  it  takes  you  from  the^th  of  Noretnbertdi 
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M  lOih  of  JtaiMrf,  to  §tt «  bill,  wlikh  ooroes  to 
oorhiDds  retdf  cdt  and  dried  from  the  Senate, 
issed  mto  a  law ;  when  yoa  have  ?et  to  pass 
our  roiaoieer  btU,  your  oavy  bill,  ano  abore  all, 
our  appropriation  bill.  Why,  Captain  Cook 
•ould  baTe  sailed  around  the  world  before  you 
m  get  throu;jh  this ;  and  yet  yon  talk  about  ear- 
ring on  ofTeosiTO  war,  while  everything  shows 
OQ  incapable  of  car/yiog  on  such  a  war. 
But,  by  the  aid  of  war  speeches  aod  the  previous 
MstioQ  you  may  get  yoor  war  measures  passed, 
ut  ibe previous  question  wilt  not  replenish,  an 
npty  Treasury,  nor  supply  the  places  of  your 
Ikd  tod  wounded  men,  nor  carry  on  your  war. 
o;  yoQ  would  bave  to  take  the  meaavfes  of 
Nir  predecessors,  and  infuse  a  little  mora  energy 
to  tbe  Governmant. 

Mr.  R.  was  afraid  we  shonhl  not  be  ineijaed  to 
)pf  after  the  not  an  wise  example  of  our  prede* 
iKors  of  the  Republics  of  ancient  times— of  the 
leieat  worlds to  attend  to  the  auspices  under 
hieb  we  are  acting — to  the  signs  of  the  times.  Is 
possible  that  this  most  imprudent  measure,  this 
rsi  actual  war  in  which  we  have  been  engaged 
Dce  ve  achieved  our  independence,  should  be 
itered  upon  under  present  circumataoees — when 
ilipses,  comets,  Earthquakes  and  the  most  deM- 
liog  Yisitations  of  Gh>d  are  taking  place  ?  Can 
Me  be  the  harbingers  of  any  ffooa  1  But  if  it 
id  pleased  Him,  in  whose  hands  are  all  things, 
I  harden  tbe  heart  of  Pharaoh,  that  the  Children 
'Israel  may  suffer^he  supposed  they  must  suf- 
r  without  complaining. 

Hesboald  like  to  be  told  by  bis  worthy  friend 
om  South  Carolina,  what  purpKMe  he  finally  and 
reotually  proposes  to  accomplish  by  the  war  on 
bicb  we  are  about  to  enter.  Let  us,  said  be, 
mt  down  to  tbe  level  of  old-fashioned  common 
ase^tell  us,  if  we  most  endure  all  the  evils  of 
ir,  wbai  we  have  to  expect  in  return. 
He  koew  be  had  detained  the  House  to  little 
irpose;  but  he  wished  to  put  it  in  tbe  power  of 
iegeDiiem?n  to  revise  and  think  better  of  a  vote, 
I  which,  in  his  opinion,  depended  the  ultimate 
ippiaess,  security,  and  everything  dear  to  this 
iuntry.  He  knew  how  very  easy  it  was  to  make 
>r;  Dothing  easier  than  to  make  either  national 
'personal  war.  It  was  as  easy  to  go  to  war  as 
^  g«t  a  wife ;  and  many  a  poor  blockhead  had 
e  seen  strutting  bis  boor,  because  he  bad,  after 
1st  exertion,  married  a  shrew. 
Mr.  R.  wished,  if  they  could  do  oo  better,  that 
ODgress  would  adjourn,  and  suffer  the  members 
'go  home  and  consult  with  the  good  old  plant- 
's of  the  country  on  the  subject  of  this  war ; 
id  ask  them  if  they  are  willing  that  their  sons 
>all  go  to  fight  the  Canadians,  and  whether, 
'Mipportthe  expense,  they  be  willing  to  submit 
'  the  payment  of  direct  and  indirect  taxes,  in 
'|ler  that  we  may  get  possession  of  the  great 
iil-seatat  Niagara? 

If  tbe  two  Houses  were  to  adjourn  only  for  six 
eeks,  it  would  afford  time  for  the  present  war 
Ter  to  subside;  and  by  that  time  the  Hornet 
oold  have  retoraed.  He  did  not  believe,  indeed, 
•  present,  if  a  dcelaratioa  of  war  was  laid  oppn 


the  table  that  forty-five  votes  coUld  be  bad  in  favor 
of  it ;  aod  h^  had  been  Surprised  that  no  gentle- 
man had  brought  thif  proposition  before  the  House, 
instead  of  tallcing  abont  paper  restrictions — paper 
armies — paper  money.  It  is  true,  the  Constitu- 
tion has  prohibited  paper;  but  what  is  the  Con- 
stitution? It  is  a  paper  Consttitution.  It  says 
nothing  but  gold  and  silver  shall  be  a  tender ;  that 
no  appropriation  shall  be  raad^  fdr  an  army  for  a 
longer  term  than  two  years;  but,  in  despite  of  our 
Constitiitioo,  appropriations  have  been  applied 
to  the  Army  more  than  two  years  aAer  they  were 
voted ;  but  if  this  be  inquired  into,  you  will  be 
told  that  it  is  a  Treasury  regulation,  which  is 
made  to  supersede  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  R.  was  the  more  anxious  to  hear  the  opinioQ 
of  bis  friend  from  South  Carolina  as  to  the  effect 

Eroposed  to  be  obtained  by  these  measures,  because 
e  believed  him  to  be  one  of  those  pure,  disinter^ 
ested  politicians,  who  tooght  nothing,  and  would 
receive  nothing  from  the  Government  of  his  coun- 
try—who came  here,  at  an  expense  of  his  time  and 
fortune,  to  discharge  the  trust  so  worthily  placed 
in  bim  by  his  constituents.  Mr.  R.  was  proud 
to  say  that  he  stood  on  the  same  ground — that 
ha  never  occupied  any  other-^on  it  he  should  for- 
ever stand  as  long  as  he  remained  in  public  life— 
and  probably  remain  what  is  called  an  opposition 
man ;  because  the  moment  the  outs  get  m,  they 
do  the  very  things  against  which,  whilst  the 
were  patriots,  ihey  loudly  exclaimed.  They  nn 
alize  the  old  fable  of  ^sop^  "  it  was  your  bull  that 
gored  my  ox." 

Let,  however,  tbe  €k>vemment  come  to  any  res- 
olution^ in  which  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the 
country  are  involved,  if  he  bad  no  strong  objec- 
tion to  the  course  proposed,  it  would  receive  no 
captious  opposition  from  him.  He  should  despise 
any  capitous  opposition;  but  when  you  come  to 
raise  standing  armies,  to  treason  bills,  to  bills  for 
tbe  suspension  of  the  habeas  corpus,  to  unlimited 
taxation,  to  the  violation  of  the  most  sacred  pro- 
visions of  the  Constitution,  he  should  then  put  in 
his  veto. 

Whose  bill  is  this,  asked  Mr.  R.,  upon  which 
we  are  now  debating  ?  Is  it  the  bill  of  the  wise, 
the  sober,  the  discreet,  the  cautious,  the  thinking 
man,  who  now  fills  the  Chair  of  State  7  No.  Is 
it  the  bill  of  either  of  his  two  able  coadjutors, 
men  of  clear  minds,  first  in  business,  first  m  hu- 
man affairs — solid,  thinking,  ingenious,  wily,  cun- 
ning-*--never  ^t  a  loss-^something^  like  a  cat,  al- 
ways on  their  feet?  He  knew  this  bill  did  not 
come  from  them.  It  Is  an  anti-ministerial  meas- 
ure, and,  therefore,  though  he  was  somewtfat  sur- 
prised at  some  of  the  support  which  it  received, 
oe  was  not  surprised  at  tbe  countenance  it  had 
from  others.  Whose  system,  then,  is  it  ?  It  came 
from  tbe  other  House.  Upon  what  is  it  bottomed  1 
Upon  any  regular  report?  Not,  he  believed,  upoa 
even  a  resolution.  We  bave  no  information  upon 
what  object  the  force  is  to  be  employed,  or  who 
IS  to  command  ii^-and  that  is  of  some  import- 
ance<  He  should  like  to  see  tbe  Commander-in- 
chief  named  in  the  bill,  though  it  would  be  adopl^ 
log  a  lie  IT  mode. 
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This  is  a  project,  said  Mr*.  R%,  which,  a  few 
years  hence,  no  man  will  father — do  one  will  ac* 
knowiedp;e  it  to  be  big  project.  It  will  be  said  the 
bill  originated  in  the  Senate — that  there  was  a 
f  reat  alarm  in  the  country ;  that  the  Senate  being 
a  branch  of  the  Execulire,  were  supposed  to  pos- 
sess the  most  correct  information — that  the  whole 
party  was  for  it — that  he  (the  member  who  givea 
this  account)  was  rather  against  it,  but  that  he 
had  given  way  to  the  general  opinion  ;  and  where 
will  then  be  the  man  who  brought  forward  this 
bill  1    OoOe  to  the  vault  of  all  the  Capulets. 

He  had  frequently  heard  of  thoughtless  indi- 
viduals being  drawn  into  scrapes;  but  he  never 
before  heard  of  a  nation,  a  sober-minded  nation, 
being  drawn  into  a  war,  not  only  against  its  own 
consent,  but  against  the .  best  judgment  of  those 
intrusted  with  the  (Government*  He  repeated 
that  it  was  an  anti-ministerial  measure,  which 
wilL  be  attended  with  no  trifling  consequence. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  was  a  member  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Relations.  This  House  is  iode- 
pendenrof  the  Executive  branch  of  the  Qovern- 
aient;  yet  in  every  (juestion  connected  with  war, 
as  that  department  is  best  acquainted  with  the 
subject,  and  the  resources  of  the  couatry,  and  as 
it  must  eventually  be  iatrusted  with  the  execa- 
lion  of  war  measures,  there  was  but  one  course, 
niter  the  committee  met,  which  common  sense 
prescribed,  and  that  was  to  apply  to  the  Execu- 
tive branch  for  information  on  this  subject.  It 
waa  on  his  motion,  thai  the  Secretary  of  War 
appeared  before  the  committee,  and  gave  them  a 
phiB  of  what  the  Executive  deemed  necessary  to 
M  done,  and  the  committee  reported  accordingly. 

And  what  has  been  the  result  1  Without  any 
further  information  from  the  Executive,  we  have 
changed  our  views  on  the  subject,  and  taken  np 
a  bill  from  the  other  House,  we  know  not  from 
what  source. 

Mr.  R.  believed  we  had  as  good  a  Government 
as  we  should  ever  see.  He  spoke  of  the  Execti- 
'  tive  branch.  He  asked  no  iavors  of  them ;  all 
that  he  had  to  ask  of  our  Ministry  was,  that  they 
would  keep  their  hands  out  of  his  pocket.  But 
why  this  violent  struggle  ilgainst  Executive 
wishes?  If,  under  the  operation  of  the  proposed 
system  of  measures,  the  people  murmur  against 
their  rulers,  what  must  the  Executive  say)  Of 
coarse,  he  will  say,  ^  I  laid  my  plan  before  Con- 
gress, and  told  them  what  measures  ought,  in 
my  opinion,  to  be  pursued;  biit  they  turned  a 
deaf  ear  to  it.  Somebody,  or  nobody,  brought 
forward  a  bill  entirely  different  from  what  I  had 
retiomdiended;  but  it  was  passed  by  a  large  ma- 
jority of  both  Houses,  and  I  did  not  choose  to 
put  my  veto  upon*  it.*' 

What  can  be  said  under  these  circumjstanoes? 
The  Executive  Mands  acquitted.  Not  a  tittle  of 
responsibility  attaches  to  him  on  account  of  the 
nieasures  we  are  taking.  Where  then  does  it  lie  7 
On  the  House  of  Representatives.  Where  are 
theyl  Gone  to  their  respective  homes;  and, 
when  they  meet  again,  who  are  they  ?  A  differ- 
«fent  body  of  men. 

Mr.  R.  said  it  was  most  astonishing  to  him, 


that  men  in  whose  integvky  he  had  thenostv. 
bounded  coofideoce,  in  whose  jadgmeat  ke  kiA 
the  highffst  opinion,  should  suffer  timnselTes  u 
be  carried  away  by  clanor^not  OAlya^aiAsttbfif 
own  judgment  and  feelings,  hot  asaiasttke  will 
of  the  Executive  branch  of  tbe  Grovennnt. 
Pass  this  bill,  said  be,  and  we  abail  be  dbbuded 
Ions  before  tne  army  we  are  about  to  raiK,  ivittK 
out  oeiog  entitled  either  to  half  pay  or  a  homsj 
tn  land. 

Who,  asked  Mr.  R.,  are  the  Qoveroon:  of  this 
cooatry  {  Are  not  the  people?  Is  not  thepeo- 
pie's  money  to  support  the  expenses  of  this  wul 
Ii-is,  then,  a  question  for  them  to  settle.  He  ksw 
they  must  settle  it  through  their  RepreseatsiiTei 
If  the  nation  be  not  disposed  to  fight,  it  will  oei 
be  war  speeches,  made  here,  that  will  goad  tii«a 
to  battle.  You  can  neither  make  the  people  i^ 
to  war,  nor  keep  them  at  war,  unless  they  be  eoi- 
vinced  they  have  no  other  resource.  WheBii» 
satisfied,  they  will  speak  a  language  whicJi  vd 
be  heard. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  bad  the  most  profound  re^ 
for  the  intentions  of  gentlemen  who  differ  io  o}b- 
ion  from  him  on  this  question.  God  forbid  tba 
he  should  arrogate  to  himself  to  judge  not  odr 
as  to  the  correctness  of  measures,  but  as  to  ista- 
tioa.  Have  we  a  right  to  say  thai  the  iateoMi 
of  the  majority  of  tlwse  who  supported  the  an* 
sures  of '96,  were  corrupt  1  Certainly  aoi;  ba 
we  know  the  nation,  when  they  had  time  tou« 
amine  into  those  measures,  withdrew  from  ifaca 
their  support.  And  who  are  the  great  Repobii* 
cans,  the  majority  of  the  present  day  ?  Therire 
the  same  who  opposed  and  condemned  tbe  ioiap 
of  the  Congress  of '98. 

There  was  so  much  to  be  said  on  this  subjed, 
that  he  had  not  touched  upon ;  and  so  mueb » 
be  well  said,  that  he  had  said  most  kmeif ,  tbii 
Mr.  R.  felt  reluctant  to  take  his  chair.  He  wooH 
not,  however,  further  wearv  the  patience  of  {be 
House.  He  hoped  some  other  gentleman.  beti« 
qualified,  would  take  up  the  points  he  hadooii* 
ted.  He  had  spoken  principally  as  to  the  rievs 
and  designs  of  the  Administration,  as  cocDten^* 
ed  by  the  bill  on  the  table ;  he  would  not  sit,« 
iusinuate  designedly ;  though  he  did  not  bew 
that  the  biU  proceeded  from  the  warmest  fnesi 
of  the  Administration.  He  hoped  time  woald  be 
afforded  further  to  consider  the  subject ;  tbit,  ^ 
the  present  motion  did  not  succeed,  a  motioBio 
postpone  to  a.  day  certain  would  be  moresiK- 
cesstul. 

The  qnestion  on  postponement  was  takes,  villi' 
out  further  debate,  by  yeas  and  naysas  follovs: 

YxAS — Abijah  Btgalow,  James  Breckenridgt.  £^J^ 
Brigham,  Epaphroditas  Champion,  Martin  Chittend^' 
John  Davenport,  jr.,  WiUiam  Ely,  Asa  Fitch,  »**» 
Jackson,  jr.,  Philip  B.  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Jowpb  le^ 
jr.,  Nathaniel  Maoon,  Arolubald  McBryde.  JMatbioO. 
Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pilfcin,  JN  ^ 
R.  Pott49r,  John  Randolph,  Wiltiam  Rodaim  D<»f 
Sheffey,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stoart,  Lewis  B- 
Stuigss,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  TaUmadge.  Ifjf 
Whealon,  Leonsid  White,  and  Thomas  Wii«m-^ 

NATSr-Willis  Alpton,  jon^  Wmifun  Aa(fa»oll,Si^ 
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mm  Arehflr,  Evkkl  Baeaa,  Ds^d  Bwd,  JmMi  BarU 
^  BorweU  Ba«ett»  Waiiam  W.  Bibb,  William 
S(icUedfe>  Harmuins  Ble«ck«r,  Tlufa.  Bloont,  Adam 
«yd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Bdrwell,  William 
Qtler,  John  C.  Calhoan,  Langdon  Cbe^ea,  Matthew 
by,  Jamea  Cochran,  John  CloptoD>  Lewis  Condit, 
/illiam  Crawford,  Roger  Bavia,  John  Dawson,  Joseph 
esht,  Samuel  Binsmore,  Elias  Barle,  James  Emott, 
r'iliitm  Findlej,  James  Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thos. 
holsoo,  Thomas  R.Go)d,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grun- 
r,  Bolting  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett 
awes,  John  Mt  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Jo- 
ph  Kent,  Wm.  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  h^^ 
7,  Peter  Little,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  William 
owndes,  Aaron  L3fle,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas 
bore,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander 
cKim,  Aninah  Metealf,  James  MUnor,  Samnel  L. 
itehill,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nel* 
n,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  New* 
4),  Stephen  Ormsby,  William  Paulding,  jr.,  Israel 
ieksni,  William  Fi]M^,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Por- 
r,  Jonah  QaincT*  William  Reed,  Samnel  Ringgold, 
)liD  Rhea,  John  Koane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebenoer 
ige,  Thomas  Sammonsp  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Ebenezer 
MTcr,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw, 
)hn  Smilie,  George  SmiUt,  John  Smith,  Silas  Stow, 
William  Strong,  George  Sallivan,  Peleg  Tallraan, 
)ho  Taliaferro,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles 
Qmer,  jun.,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jun.,  David  R. 
Williams,  William  Widgery,  Richard  Winn,  and  Rob- 
t  Wright— 98. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  receding  from 
le  ameDdment  in  the  proviso  to  the  first  section 
r  the  bill,  which  limited  the  appointinent  of 
ficers  to  six  regiments,  and  was  decided  as 
illows  : 

Yeas — Willis  Aiston,  jr.,  William  Andenon,  Steven- 
a  Archer,  Eiekiel  Bacon,  Josiah  Bartlett,  Burwell 
iMett,  Abgah  Bigelow,  WiUiam  Blackledge,  Elijah 
righam,  John  C  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  Martin 
bittenden,  Matthew  Ciay^  John  Clopton,  Lewis  Con* 
t,»amuel  Dinsmoor,  William  Ely,  James  Fisk,  Me- 
sck  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Thomas  R.  Gold, 
aith  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed 
til,  John  A.  Harper,  Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King, 
bntt  Lacock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Peter  Little,  Robert  Le 
ly  Livingston,  William  Lowndes,  William  McCoy, 
lexander  McKim,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Jonathan  O. 
oseley,  Anthony  New,  Stephen  Ormsby,  William 
raiding,  jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Benjamin  Pond, 
eter  B.  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  William  Reed,  Sam- 
(1  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  R6ane,  Thomas  Sam- 
DBS,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert, 
uaaei  Shaw,  Silas  Stow;  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  George 
lUivan,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Pe- 
f  Tallman,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles 
imer,  jr.,  Pierre  Van  Cortland,  jr^  Labsn  Wheaton, 
lonard  White,  Rich.  Winn,  and  Robt.  Wrightr--67. 
XATi—David  Bard,  WilUam  W.  Bibb,  Harmanus 
eecker,  Thomas  Blount,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Brecken- 
Ige,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  William 
itler,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  James  Cochitin,  Wil- 
m  Crawford,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Roger  Davis^  John 
iwson,  Joseph  Desha,  Elias  Earle,  James  Emott, 
illiam  Findley,  Asa  Fitch,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob 
Bfty,  John  M.  liyneman,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Rich- 
1  M.  Johnson,  PhiKp  B.  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph 
Jwis,  junior,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George 
.  MaxweUt  Thomas  Moore,  Arelabald  McBiyde,  Sam- 


uel McKee,  Arunah  Moteslf,  James  Mllnor,  James  Mor- 
gan, Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  New* 
bold,  Thomas  Newton,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens* 
William  Piper,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  Jona« 
than  Roberts,  William  Rodman,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebo* 
nezer  Seaver,  Daniel  Shefley,  John  Smilie,  George 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart* 
William  Strong,  John  Taliaferro,  William  Widgery, 
and  Thomas  Wilson— ^0. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  recedins  from 
theamendment  which  formed  thetweoty-fiuh  sec* 
tion  of  the  bill,  providing  that  the  officers  should, 
continue  in  commission  during  such  term  only  as 
the  President  shall  ^udge  requisite,  and  carried  by 
about  the  same  majority  as  the  last. 

The  next  question  was,  on  receding  from  tha 
twenty-sizih  section  of  the  bill,  which  provided 
that  no  general,  field,  or  staff  officer  should  receive 
pay  until  called  into  service.  This  question  was 
lost,  there  being  49  votes  for  receding  and  1% 
against  it,  as  follows : 

YsAS — Willis  Alston,  jr^  William  Andenon,  Esekiel 
Bacon,  Josiah  Bartlett,  Burwell  Bassett,  Wm.  W.  Bibb» 
Harmanus  Bleecker,  Jno.  0.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves^ 
John  Clopton,  Lewis  Condit,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Jamea 
Fisk»  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson*  Isaiah  L» 
Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John 
A.  Harper,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Joseph  Kent,  Abner 
Lacock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Peter  Little,  Robert  Le  Roy 
Livingston,  William  Lowndes,  Alexander  McKim^ 
Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Anthony  New,  Stephen  Ormsby, 
WilRam  Paulding,  jr.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter, 
Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Thomas 
Sammons,  Lemuel  Savryer,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Sevw 
bert,  Sanrael  Sbaw,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Peleg  TalU 
man, Uri  Timcy,  George  M.  Troup,. Charles  Turneri 
junior,  Pietre  Van  Cortlandt,  junior,  and  Leonard 
White--49. 

Njlts — Stevenson  Archer,  David  Bard,  A.  Bigelow, 
William  Blackledge,  Thomas  Blount,  Adam  Boyd,  Jafr 
Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Robert  Brown,  Williajn 
A.  Burwell,  William  Butler,  Epaphroditus  Cbampion, 
Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew  Clay,  James  Coobran^ 
William  Crawford,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph 
Desha,  Elias  Bade,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Wil- 
liam  Findley,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold.  Aylett 
Hawes,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Richard  ]|. 
Johnson,  Philip  B.  Key,  WiUiam  R.  King,  Lyman  Law, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Maoon,  Gea. 
C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  Archibald  McBryde,  Wil- 
liam McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Arunah  Metcalf,  Jamea 
Milnor,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan 
0.  Moselev,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas 
Newton,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  William  Pi- 
per, Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph» 
William  Reed,  Jonathan  Roberts,.  William  Rodman, 
Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Daniel  Sheffey,  John 
Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Richard  Stanford^ 
Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  William  Strong,  Lewis  B. 
Sturges,  George  Sullivan,  Samuel  Taggart,  Jdin  Tali- 
afeno,  Laban  Wheaton,  William  Widgery,  Thomaa 
Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wri^t— 70. 

The  last  question  was  on  receding  from  the 
twenty-seventh  section,  which  gave  power  to  the 
President  to  appoint  officers  in  the  recess  of  tl^a 
Senate,  which  was  carried  61  to  40. 

Re»olved,  That  this  House  do  insist  upon  the 
third  ameodmeot  disagreed  to  by  the  Senate 
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Fkioat,  Jaauarf  10. 

Mr.  Lewis,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis* 
frict  of  Columbia,  presented  a  bill  to  incorporate 
Che  Trastees  of  the  Washiogton  Colleg^e;  which 
was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  oa  Monday  next. 

Mr.BLACKLBDGE.from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  subject,  presented  a  bill  to  alter  the  times 
of  holding  the  District  Courts  ofthe  United  States 
for  the  North  Carolina  District;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the 
third  time  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morrow,  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands  were  discharged  from  the  con- 
aideration  of  the  petition  of  the  President  and 
Trustees  ofthe  Natchez  Hospital,  referred  yester- 
day ;  and  the  petition  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BacOn,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  discharged  from  the  con- 
aideration  of  so  much  of  fheabo^e-mentioned  pe- 
tition as  was  referred  to  them  ;  and  it  was  also  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manu 
fectures. 

•  A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  recede  from  their  disagreement 
to  the  amendment  to  the  bill  "  to  raise  an  addi- 
tional military  force,"  which  has  been  insisted  oo 
by  this  House^ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Milnos,  a  committee  was 
JBppointed  to  inqjuire  and  report  whether  any,  and 
what,  amendments  are  necessary  to  the  act,  enti^ 
tied  "An  act  to  prescribe  the  mode  in  which  the 
^ablic  acts,  records,  and  judicial  proceedings,  in 
.each  State,  shall  be  authenticated,  so  as  to  take 
effect  in  every  other  Slate ;"  the  committee  to 
«ave  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 
.  Mr.  MiLNOR,  Mr.  Cheves,  and  Mr.  Law,  were 
•appointed  the  committee. 

EMPLOYMENT  OF  THE  ARMY. 

Mr.  RANDOLt>B  rose,  and  said,  that  having  been 
•engaged  in  raisins  a  large  military  force,  he,  for 
one,  if  the  United  States  were  to  incar  this  ex- 
pense, was  disposed  to  give  them  employment,  not 
probably,  though,  the  identical  employment  of 
which  the  House  had  heard  so  much.    It  was  the 
feoast  of  the  Roman  legion  and  its  commanders, 
that  the  Ronoan  soldiery  was  as  well  versed  in  the 
use  of  the  pickaxe  and  the  spade  as  the  sword; 
'and  so  essential  was  it  deemed  by  that  wise  and 
militaTy  people  that  the  soldiery  should  not  only 
be  able  to  perform  their  military  iluty,  but  be  use- 
ful  as  laborers,  that  their  military  levies  were  al- 
ways made  from  the  country,  from  men  engaged 
.4n  the  employment  of  husbandry,  in  preference  to 
,the  dissolute  and  profliffate  loungers  ofthe  town. 
.He,  for  one,  had  been,  for  a  long  time,  surprised, 
libat  the  Government  should  be  paying  immense 
aums  in  all  parts  of  the  United  States  for  labor, 
whilst  the  soldiery,  which  annually  drew  millions 
irom  our  Treasury,  are  kept  in  a  state  of  perfect 
Idleness,  leadmg  to  depravity  and  dissoluteness  of 
manners.    He  believed  that  regular  and  whole- 
.aome  labor  would  not  only  have  a  good  effect  in 
preserving  the  health  of  oar  soldiers,  but  it  would 
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reader  the  load  of  life  which  they  aif  at  picRu 
compelled  tt>  bear,  less  bardeasome,  and  prtrai 
them  from  having  recourse  to  tatoxicaiioB.  If 
they  were  to  be  employed  in  digging  the  Presi- 
dent's house  or  the  War  Office  from  under  gmod, 
it  would  not  only  give  them  an  appetite  for  their 
regular  meals,  but  some  appetite  for  tbeireiismu. 

At  this  moment  it  is  contemplated  bf  (beGov* 
em  men  t  to  perform  some  works  of  great  udlity. 
We  have  already  decided  that  if  these  meo  siiidl 
be  raised,  and  the  public  service  does  not  reqiirt 
them  to  be  employed,  the  President  shall  Dotbare 
the  power  of  disbanding  them ;  but  before  ih£  bill 
can  be< carried  into  operation,  a  considerable  Uok 
must  elapse;  and  if  there  be  no  war, our  Ui^ 
Peace  Establishment  will  be  entirely  oatof  ea- 
ploy,  except  that  they  may  shoulder  their  m» 
kets  on  the  south  side  of  some  range  of  bttildia«w 

Believing,  therefore,  that  the  emplo]rmfBr<^ 
these  men,  would  not  only  be  osefal  in  fojvtf^- 
ing  works  of  public  aility,  but  tend  to  their  en 
comfort  and  happiness — if  there  can  be  saeb  i 
thing  as  a  happy  mercenary  slave — andinsooe 
measure,  supply  that  loss  of  labor  which  is  uka 
out  of  the  market  by  their  enlistment— he  wi^lwi 
some  measure  to  be  adopted  for  this  purpose.  He 
also  believed  that  if  the  officers  had  somethiagLh 
employment,  by  overlooking  their  men.  and  .<««> 
ing  that  thev  performed  their  work  properly,  ibef 
would  be  thereby  materially  benefited;  lor  bt 
could  conceive  of  nothing  so  injurious  to  the  tan- 
fort  of  a  man  as  leading  the  lite  of  a  drooewidi- 
out  business.  The  greatest  geniuses  of  ibeafc 
spending  ^heir  time  in  this  way,  would  bccoas 
drones  and  deac)  weights  on  society.  He,  thcR* 
fore,  moved  the  following  resolution : 

••  Retohed,  That  the  Presideat  of  the  United  Btata 
be  authorized  to  employ  the  regular  army  ofthe  VM 
States,  when  not  engaged  in  actual  service,  sod  wfaa 
in  his  judgment  the  public  interest  will  not  therebjiv 
injured,  in  the  construction  of  roads,  canals,  or  etber 
works  of  public  titility." 

Mr.  WaiOHT.— Mr.  Speaker,  I  hope  this  Bogie 
will  not  disgrace  itself  by  permitting  ibis  resola- 
tion  to  lie  on  the  table.  It  proposes  to  convert ii» 
Army  of  the  United  States  into  a  body  of  labor- 
ers on  the  canals  and  public  roads,  and  their  oi- 
cers  into  overseers  of  the  roads  .and  ctoak  I^ 
4(008  directly  to  convert  the  proceedings  of  tb 
Hoase,  on  the  bill  to  raise  25,000  men,  into  a  ftrct 
and  to  preaeiit  to  the  nation,  (whose  spirit  is  b0V 
alive  to  avenge  the  wrongs  we  have  too  \ongi»- 
tained.)  a  very  different  object  to  which  that  tray 
may  be  applied  than  that  forwHich  it  wasiDiesd- 
ed.  Sin  the  President,  who  is  the  Comoiaadei* 
in-Chief  of  the  Army,  whose  duties  as  soch  are 
confined  to  military  objects,  will  thereby  be  con- 
verted into  a  supervisor  general  of  roads  aodci* 
nals.  It  is  not  in  the  contemplation  of  tbeCoa- 
stitutioo.  that  the  President,  as  Commaoder-ia* 
Chief  or  the  Army,  should  have  such  labor  ia- 
posed  on  hina.  You  might,  with  equal  proprie(]f. 
impose  on  him  the  supervising  and  assisiiog  ibc 
tillage  ofthe  cotton  plantations  by  the  Army.  Sir, 
the  President  would  not  be  bound  by  such  a  lav. 
The  Army,  sir,  may  be  correctly  engaged  m  lot* 
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irtao,  by  the  laws  of  «ome  of  the  Stales,  «re  sen- 
reoced,'  by  way  of  pantshment,  to  labor  on  the 
olds.  The  ffeotlemaD  from  VirgtDia  speaks  of 
he  legions  of  Rome ;  had  such  a  resolutioa  been 
adopted  by  the  RomaD  Senate,  it  would  have 
oQverted  their  brave  legions  inio  worse  thao  a 
and  of  diggers.  It  woold  hare  beot  their  lofty 
niodsj  from  the  greatest  braverr,  from  the  loftiest 
'irtae,  to  a  debasement  beaeaib  calcalation. 

I  hope  the  House  will  reject  the  resolacioa 
nth  that  premptaess^  with  that  decision,  which 
iceoffles  us. 

Mr.  Randolph  had  a  wieh  toaoeommodatethe 
[tntleman  from  Temietsae*  He  woald,  therefore^ 
rithdraw  bis  metidn  for  laying  the  proposition 
iQ  (be  tahle,  and  have  the  question  on  the  adop- 
ion  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  SntLiB  obserred  that,  if  such  a  proposition 
rould,  at  any  lime  beproper,  it  is  extremely  im- 
proper at  this  time.  The  less  said  on  the  subject 
he  better. 

Mr.  Kbt  had  always  lionsidered  it  to  be  the  duty 
if  the  soldiery  to  build  fortifications;  they  had  to 
ibejr  the  commands  of  their  officers  in  executing 
forks  of  this  kind.  The  ffentleman  from  North 
^rolioa  (Mr.  Stanpord;  had  stated  correctly 
hat  the  soldiers  had  been  employed  in  making 
be  road  which  he  had  medttoned ;  and  he  be- 
ieved,  at  this  time,  some  troops  are  engaged  in 
uttiQg  a  road  through  the  lands  of  the  Choctaw 
lation  of  Indians.  But  he  was  opposed  to  the 
esolutioo,  as  unnecessary^^it  being  alreadv  the 
Kitv  of  soldiers  to  execute  works  of  this  xind, 
iDder  the  direction  of  their  officers. 

Mr.  WfooBRT  wished  to  know  if  the  motion 
loold  not  be  divided.  The  working  on  fortiffca- 
ions  was  certainly  a  part  of  the  duty  of  soldiers; 
Hit  hecoufidered  this  power  already  in  the  hands 
»fthe  commander  of  every  army,  and.it  would 
lot  be  taken  from  him  by  any  vote  we  may  give, 
t)  he  should  vote  against  the  resolution.  As  to 
forking  on  roads  and  canals,  he  did  not  expect 
be  soldiers  to  be  employed  in  this  manner. 

Mr.  RAifOOLPH  would  suppose  the  case  to  hap- 
len.  to  which  the  attention  of  the  House  was 
illed  yesterday,  on  one  of  the  amendments  to  the 
Mil  for  raising  an  additional  military  force,  that 
mr  affairs  are  adjusted  with  England,  and  the 
troops  are  not  wanted  to  fight.  You  have  put  it 
>utof  the  power  of  the  President  to  disband  them. 
IVoold  it  not,  then,  be  desirable  thatthev  should  be 
m ployed  in  some  useful  work,  while  they  are  re- 
wiving  their  pay  from  the  public?  The  ffentleman 
W>m  Maryland,  (Mr.  Wright,)  had  talked  about 
he&e  men  being  associated  with  felons.  He  did 
expect  aeeuracy  from  that  gentleman.  Is  there 
ipy  such  proposition  id  that  resolution  ?  It  is  a 
iimple,  naked  proposition,  a  rational  and  reason- 
ibleone;  and  One  which  nothiof  but  the  panic 
tf  ihe  moment  could  have  raised  into  the  conse- 
ineoee  which  had  been  given  to  it.  The  Question 
s  simply  ibis — whether  a  large  body  of  troops, 
^gsged  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  not 
laving  employment,  whom  the  nation  istompelted 
o  pay,  shall  be  employed  on  works  of  public 
utility  ?    And,  his  ff irad  from  North  Carolina 


had  refreshed  hts  memory  in  mentioning  the  fact 
of  the  late  President  having  thus  employed  a  part 
of  the  soldiery  former! v.  There  is  nothing  in 
the  resolution  to  damp  the  ardor  of  the  patriotism 
of  any  man  inclined  to  enter  the  service.  If  it 
be  patriotism  which  leads. a  man  to  enter  into  the 
army,  he  will  calculate  upon  leaving  it  as  soon 
as  the  army  shall  have  eflfected  its  object ;  and  if 
at  any  time,  during  his  service,  he  sbfould  not  be 
wanted  to  perform  military  duty,  he  would  pre- 
fer being  employed  in  honest  labor,  in  the  open, 
cheerfnlair,  to  being  shut  up  in  a  barrack. 

Mr.  R.  would  venture  to  say  that,  if  at  the  end 
of  this  Congress,  or  at  the  commencement  of  the 
next,  a  resolution  to  this  effect  were  to  be  laid 
upon  the  table,  when  the  present  war  fever  had 
somewhat  abated,  if  it  shall  not  be  wholly  re- 
moved, nothing  of  the  sensation  which  we  have 
now  seen,  would  be  produced.  He  could  readily 
believe  that  the  common  soldiers,  already  ener- 
vated  hy  idleness  and  inebriety,  would  have  ob- 
jections to  this  proposition  ;  but  their  objections 
would  be,  with  him,  the  highest  recommendation. 

In  no  remarks,  said  Mr.  R.,  which  he  had  ever 
applied  to  an  army,  had  he  any  reference  to  that 
army  to  which  we  owe  our  independence.  He 
thought  of  it  with  far  more  reverence.  Let  not 
gentKmen  deceive  themselves— the  army  of  the 

Sesent  day  is  not  the  army  of  the  Revolution—- 
eneral  Wilkinson  is  not  General  Washington. 
A  more  corrupt  military  body  never  existed  than 
the  Prsetorian  band. 

Mr.  Wright  inquired  of  the  Speaker  if  it  were 
in  order  thus  to  abuse  the  army  of  the  country? 

The  Speaker  said  the  gentleman  had  a  right 
to  express  bis  opinion  of  any  public  establishment; 
the  great  object  in  debate  is  to  respect  ourselvesi 
not  to  exhibit  extraordinary  heat,  but  to  discuss 
every  question  which  came  before  the  House  in 
a  cool  and  orderly  manner,  and  treat  each  other 
as  gentlemen  ought  to  be  treated. 

Mr.  Ramoolpr  rose  and  asked,  if  another  Crom- 
well was  at  the  door ;  or,  if  not  at  the  door,  in  full 
march  to  subvert  the  liberties  of  the  nation — and 
show  me  the  nation^  said  he.  which  has  lost  its 
liberty  in  any  other  way — a  member  is  not  to 
rise  and  announce  the  danger,  lest  he  should  hurt 
the  feelings  of  some  gallant  and  honorable  man ; 
because  he  may  wound  the  feelings  of  the  Prstor 
to  the  First  Consul  ?  The  opinion  which  he  had 
expressed  of  our  army,  was  the  deliberate  convic- 
tion of  his  judgment,  from  which  he  never  should 
be  driven.  It  had  been  made  his  duty  to  examine 
the  testimony  of  a  cloud  of  witnesses,  many  of 
them  membecs  of  that  body,  and  his  soul  sicken- 
ed with  loathing  and  disgust  at  the  examinatioOi 
He  would  not  Ik  understood  as  making  his  obser- 
vations general.  There  are  in  the  Amy  many 
worthVy  gallant  spirits;  but,  taken  in  the  mass,  it 
is  eaeofeered  to  the  core.  He  recollected  the  evi- 
doBoe,  whieh  he  was  compelled  to  reduce  to 
wriltBg,  i»the  trial  of  Aaron  Burr.  He  knew  by 
whom  Burr  was  received,  and  supplied  with  arms 
out  of  the  public  stores,  with  aids — orderly  ser- 
geants, he  believed,  they  were  called— and  he  had 
seen  these  very  persons  since  promoted.    Under 
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these  cir.cumsCaDces.  he  had  a  right  to  express 
himself  of  the  Army  aa  be  felt. 

Mr.  R.  could  not  sit  dowo,'  without  again  ex- 
pressing his  regret  at  the  heat  which  had  been 
struck  out  of  this  plain,  reasonable  proposition. 
He  would  remind  the  gentlemao  from  Tennessee, 
that,  if  the  resolution  were  agreed  to,  ihe  details 
of  the  bill  could  be  made  conformable  to  the  idea 
he  had  suggested.  If  he  could  have  believed  that 
the  House  would  have  made  so  much  opposition 
to  his  resolution,  he  would  not  have  brought  it 
forward ;  and  he  was  prevented  from  withdraw- 
ing it  at  present,  only  from  the  nature  of  the  re-. 
ception  it  had  met  with^ 

Mr.  MiLNOR  was  surprised  that  gentlemen 
were  not  ready  to  receive  any  proposition  which 
was  made  to  the  House,  with  coolness,  and  to 
discuss  it  with  moderation  -,  he  thought  it  better 
to  take  this  course,  than,  in  heat  and  passion^  at 
once  to  reject  a  measure,  which,  in  our  opinion, 
may  be  improper.  He  thought  it  right  that  the 
question  should  be  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  and 
he  should  vote  asaiost  it.  However  much  he  re- 
spected the  gentleman  who  brought  forward  the 
proposition — and  he  always  listened  to  his  elo- 
quence with  pleasure  and  benefit — he  could  not 
vote  for  it,  because  he  had  voted  for  the  bill  for 
raisioff  an  additional  army ;  and.  he  considered 
that  this  proposition  was  calculated  to  throw  a 
damp  upon  the  business  of  enlisiment.  He  had 
considered  it  his  doty  to  go  along  with  the  majors 
ity  in  putting  the  nation  into  a  complete  state  of 
defence.    He  trusted  we  were  assuming  a  new 

Eostu re,  which  had  been  long  recommended,  and 
e  considered  this  disposition  as  auguring  w^li 
for  the  prosperity  of  the  country. 
^  Mr.  M.  observed,  that  one  part  of  this  resolu- 
tion was  very  objectionable.  It  had  never  been 
considered  as  the  duty  of  soldiers  to  make  roads 
and  dig  canals,  except  such  work?  became  neces- 
sary for  the  accommodation  of  the  army,  as  had 
been  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland.  As 
to  the  other  branch  of  the  resolution,  respecting 
fortifications,  it  is  already  the  constant  practice  of 
commanders  thus  to  employ  their  men,  and  there- 
fore this  provision  is  unnecessary.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  the  resolution  would  be  rejected. 
It  was  rejected — yeas  15,  navs  102,  as  follows: 
Ybas — Harmanus  Bleecker^  El^ah  Brigham,  Wil- 
liam £ly,  James  Emott,  Ass  Fitch,  Richard  Jackson, 
jr.,  I.yman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Hugh  Nelson,  Tim- 
othy Pitkin,  juD.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  John  Randolph, 
Rich.  Stanford,  Laban  Wheaton,and  Leonard  White. 

Nays— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  Ste- 
venson Archer.  Daniel  Avery,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David 
Bard,  Josiah  Bartlett,  Burwell  Bassett,  William  W. 
Bibb,  Thoross  Bloiint,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Brpcken- 
ridge,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell.  WiUiara 
Butler,  John  C.  Calhoon,  Epaphroditos  Champion, 
r»angdon  Chaves,  Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew  Clay, 
Jaaes  Cochran,  John  Ulopton,  Lewis  Condit,  Roger 
Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Samael  Dinsmoor, 
Elias  Earle,  WiUiam  Findley,  James  Fiak,  MaAaek 
Franklin,  Thomas  OholSon,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  baiah 
L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  BoUing  HaU,  Obed  HaU,  John 
A.  Harper,  Aylctt  Hawes,  Jacob  Hufty,  John  M.  Hvne- 
man,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  Philip  B.  JUjr> 


WiUiam  R.  King*  Abntr  Laaack,  Joaspk  LefafR,¥e> 
ter  Little,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Wau  Londtt, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George  C.  Muwd^ 
Thomas    Moore,    William    McCoy,   Alexander  lb 
Kim,  Arunah  Metcalf,  James  Milnor,  Samuel  LVit* 
chill,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  JonitbiO. 
Moseley,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thasui 
Newton  Stephen  Ormsby,  William  PaaMiogijoiinlo- 
ae[A  Pearson.  Israel  Pickens,  Williaffi  Piper,  BeojiBii 
Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Josiah  Quincy,  WiHiim  fitti 
Samnel  Ring|pold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roaae,  Jontthu 
Roberts,  WiUiam  Rodman,  Ebeneaer  Sage,  Thma 
Sammans,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  S^bert,  Smot^ 
Shaw,  Daniel  Sfaafiey,  John  Bmiiie^  Qeorg*  9ntk 
Silas  Stow,  WiUiam  Strong,  Lewis  B.Slorg«,Geaif( 
Sullivan,  Benjamin  Tatl«iadge».Pelsg  TallanD,  Mi 
TaliaferiD,  Uii  Tracy,  George  M.  Tiaap,  PieneYa 
CorUandt,  jttn.»  Robert  WhitehiU,  WUUun  Wklcaj. 
Thos.  WUson,  Richaid  Wian,aBd  Robert  WiighL 


VOLUNTEER  CORPS. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  t  Coa- 
mitlee  0f  the  WhQie  on  the  bill  to  antborize  (be 
President  of  the  United,  States  to  accept  tDdo^ 
ganize  certain  volunteer  nilitary  corps. 

The  amended  bill  being  under  consideraiha 
which  provides  for  the  appoinlnMnt  of  the  offices 
by  the  several  States — 

Mr.  PoRTEa  moved  to  amend  the  second  5e^ 
tion  of  the  bill,  by  adding  to  it  the  foUowief 
words:  "and  shall  be  liable  to  be  called upoQb) 
do  duty  at  anv  time  the  President  of  theUautd 
States  shall  think  proper.'^ 

It  misht  appear  eixtraordinary,  Mr.  P.said.i&i^ 
he  should  prenose  an  amendment  to  a  bill  whki 
he  believed  to  oe  ConstitutioaaVwhich,if  adoptd. 
wonld  make  it  unconstUuiioBaL  But,perhafs 
when  his  motives  were  imderatood,  he  sbou 
stand  acquitted  of  acting  improperly.  Tbeo^ 
ject  of  the  President  of  toe  United  States  sod  ot 
the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations,  was  toprft* 
vide  a  volunteer  force  to  act  in  coojunctioo  wiu 
the  I'egular  troops,  in  such  service  as  Goveraoa^ 
may  direct  them  to  perform.  The  committee,  ii 
conformity  with  this  view,  had  directed  bimts 
draw  a  bill,  which  was  first  reported  to  theHoost 
In  that  bill,  he  gave  this  volunteer  corps  tbt 
•haracter  of  regular  troops,  or  Federal  troops,  is 
distinction  from  regulars  or  militia,  under  ik 
opinion  that  a  militia  corps  could  not  be  employed 
without  the  limits  of  the  United  Sutes.  Tbc 
Committee  of  Foreign  Relationsgave  their  eoo«e*< 
to  the  bill ;  but  some  of  the  members  of  that  a^ 
mittee,  after  reflection  on  the  subject,  ihio'^i^'i 
that  the  militia  might  be  employed  is  carryifig 
on  an  offensive  war,  and  being  desiroosof  soeo* 
ploying  them,  they  asked  leave  to  have  (be  wl 
recommitted,  and  the  present  amendatory  biil*>^ 
reported.  If  the  opinion  be  correct,  that  tbdaiit- 
tia  may  be  emptloyed  in  foreign  offensive  v<f< 
then  the  bill,  as  it  now.  stands,  is  a  proper  one;  u 
hot,  it  will  \ie  ineffectual  and  inapplicable  to  ibc 
object  in  view.  He  ha4  introduced  tbis  tm^"' 
ment  for  the  purpose  of  trving  the  seose  of  ^ 
committee  on  this  poiaL  if  it  ba deemed  Cofi* 
stitutional  to  employ  the  militia  in  any  porp^ 
of  waTj  there  eaa  he  Uo  objection  lo  Ibis  u^cir 
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meat;  but  if^  oo  the  eoftlrarf,  (irbich  was  bit 
opiiioo.)  i(  be  thought  the  miiiita  can  only  be 
employed  fi>r  the  parposea  meotioiied  in  the  Con- 
stiiotioo  within  the  United  States,  this  amend- 
meot  will  be  ne^aiived,  and  we  mast  have  re- 
coarse  to  the  original  bilL 

Mr.  Peiif  naxTfiB  obierred  that  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New 
York  would  not,  if  agreed  to,  obviate  the  Con-* 
siitotioaal-  diffioolty  which  had  been  raised  nn 
the  present  oceasion.  The  President,  said  he, 
bas  already  the  power  to  eall  oat  the  militfa  at 
uf  time  he  may  think  proper^  to  do  military 
doty  in  the  serviee  of  the  United  States;. bat 
ihtt  power  is  expressly  directed  to  objeets  within 
the  jofisdictional  limiu  of  the  United  States.  If, 
ibeo,  the  amendment  be  adopted,  it  will  confer 
00  the  Executive  noanrhority  which  he  does  not 
already  possess.  He 'hoped,  therefore,  the  hon- 
orable i^endeman  would  withdraw  the  motion 
which  he  had  made,  that  a  more  comprehensive 
amendment  might  be  offered,  declaring  the  use 
which  should  w  made  of  this  force  when  organ- 
ized. Sir,  said  Mr.  P.,  I  am  one  of  those  who 
believe  that  these  volunteers  will  be  composed  of 
(be  purest  and  best  materials  of  which  onr  coun- 
try can  boast.  The  hardy  and  enterprising  sons 
of  the  planter  and  the  farmer,  whose  occupations 
are  peculiarly  calculated  to  qualify  them  for  the 
fatigues  aod  hardships  incident  to  the  camp,  and 
whose  minds,  untutored  in  the  school  of  vice  and 
immorality,  inhale ^he  holy  flame  of  patriotism, 
by  the  iofluence  of  which  they  are  animated  to 
brave  every  danger,  to  vindicate  the  rights,  and 
redress  the  violated  honor  of  their  native  coun- 
try. I  wish,  said  he,  to  give  to  the  energies  of 
this  corps  soch  a  direction,  as  to  constitute  it  an 
efficient  force  for  all  the  purposes  of  the  war, 
which  is  about  to  grow  oat  of  the  wrongs  in- 
flicted on  the  nation  by  the  tyranny  and  injus- 
tice of  Great  Britain.  Can  we,  then,  constitu- 
tionally employ  volunteer  militia  without  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  in  the  prosecu- 
tioQ  of  hostilities  in  the  enemy's  country  ?  Mr* 
P*  <aid  he  was  of  opinion  that  no  legislative  act 
of  Coogress  could  confer  such  a  power  on  the 
President.  The  Constitotion  of  the  United  States 
recogrnisestwo  species  of  land  force  only — the 
Army,  and  the  militia  of  the  respective  States ; 
in  relation  to  the  former,  there  is  no  restriction 
00  the  discretion  of  the  Gk>vernment;  with  re* 
gard  to  the  latter,  the  purposes  for  which  they 
may  be  used  are  limited  and  defined.  Conffresa 
may.  by  the  Constitution,  "provide  for  oalling 
fonhi  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws,  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  in- 
mions,"  and  for"  organizing,  arming,  and  disci- 
plining the  militia,  aod  for  governing  such  part 
of  them  as  may  be  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  reserving  to  the  States,  respectively,  the 
appointment  of  the  officers."  The  bill  on  your 
table  contemplates  a  simple  organization  of  fifty 
thoosand  volunteers,  fo  be  officered  by  the  State 
aothortties,  leaving  it  to  the  Exeeotive  to  make 
<aeh  a  disposition  of  them,  as.  in  his  opinion, 
n»v  be  consistent  with  the  literal  import  of  the 


Constitution.  To  me,  said  Mh  P.,  it  appears 
evident  that  this  force  must  be  confined  to  the 
actual  territorial  limits  of  the  United  States,  un« 
less  some  provision  is  made,  by  which  they  may 
be  compelled  to  step  over  the  natfonal  boundary 
to  carry  on  offensive  war.  For  that  purpose,  he 
said,  if  the  honorable  gentleman  would  withdniw 
his  motion,  he  would,  without  further  explana- 
tion at  this  time,  move  a  new  sectiof^  to  the  bill, 
which,  in  his  judgment,  would  render  this  volun- 
teer force  effective,  both  for  internal  and  external 
purposes. 

Mr.  PoRTBR  then  Withdrew  the  motion  to 
amend,  and  Mr.  PomnnxTBR  proposed  the  fol- 
lowing section,  to  come  in  between  the  first  and 
second  sections  of  the  bill : 

**And  he  'it  farther  enacted.  That  each  volunteer 
shall  sign  an  engagement  to  serve  the  United  States, 
according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act»  which  shall  be 
transmitted  by  the  Executive  of  the  respective  States 
and  Territories  to  the  President  of  the  United  States ; 
and  when  called  into  actual  service,  under  the  author* 
ity  pi  the  UniledSUtes»  each  volunteer  shall  be  subject  lo 
the  roles  and  articles  of  war»  and  anay  be  called  into  the 
service  of  the  Upited  States,  to  any  place  without  the 
jwjedictton  tbereoll" 

Mr.  Gritnot  would  have  voted  against  the 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  as 
he  should  do  against  the  one  now  offered*  They 
amount  to  tiothing.  If  the  Conatitotion  forbids 
the  President  from  sending  the  militia  out  of  the 
United  States,  liow  can  we  authorize  him  so  to 
do  by  law  7  We  cannot ;  we  should  legislate  to 
no  purpose.  Whether  he  had  the  authority  or 
not,  would  depend  upon  the  construction  which 
the  President  himself  shall  give  to  th^  Constitu- 
tion. Nor  could  he  see  how  this  proposition  gets 
over  the  difficulty.  It  provides  that  a  militiaman 
may  authorize  the  President  to  send  him  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  United  States.  He  had  always 
understood  that  in  framing  the  Constitution  of 
this  Government,  there  was  great  jealousv  exhib- 
ited lest  the  General  Ghivernment  should  swal- 
low up  the  powers  of  the  State  governments; 
and  when  the  power  of  making  war  and  raising 
armies  was  given  to  Congress,  the  iuilitia  was 
retained  by  the  States,  except  in  the  cases  men* 
tioned  in  the  Constitution.  How,  then,  can  yott 
permit  militiamen  to  engage  in  the  service  of  th^ 
United  States  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Constitotion,  and  by  that  means  leave  the  State 
unprotected?  It  was  with  this  view  that  he 
should  vote  against  this  motion.  He  knew  tfan 
corps  proposed  to  be  raised  woolft  be  less  effective 
as  militia,  than  if  considered  in  the  light  of  regtH 
lars,  but  still  they  would  be  of  great  use.  If 
they  could  not  be  sent  to  Canada,  they  could  be 
employed  at  home,  and  liberate  all  the  regnlan 
for  that  service. 

Mr.  PoBTBR  knew  that  he  offered  tothe  Com- 
imttee  an  onconstitutiooal  provision ;  but,  as  be 
had  before  stated,  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  ascer* 
taining  the  sense  of  the  Moose  on  the  sobjeet* 
His  idea  in  rajsing  a  volunteer  eorfn  was  to  get  a 
foree  for  making  an  invasion  of  the  British  prov- 
inces ;  and  he  wairted  to  know  whether 
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volunteert  wtruld  be  a  force  tbK  could  be,  tbo* 
used,  or  whether  it  was  to  be  a  mere  militia 
force. 

The  amendment  offered  by  thegeotleman  from 
the  Mississippi  Territory  would  have  the  same 
effect  with  the  one  oneied  by  himself.  The 
CoBstiiutioD,  said  Mr.  P.,  speaks  of  two  kinds  of 
force — the  Army  and  tbe  Militia,  The  militia 
is  considered  the  streogth  of  the  nation  (ot  de- 
fending and  protecting  the  country.  The  militia, 
as  was  observed  by  the  gentleman  from  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory,  is  the  shield  of  the  nation — the 
Army,  the  sword.  The  militia  may  be  called 
forth  by  Congress  to  suppress  insurrection,  ^- 
force  the  laws,  and  repel  inrasion,  and  for  these 
purposes  only.  He  did  not  agree  witb  the  gen- 
tleman, that  the  militia  could  in  no  case  be  em- 
ployed without  the  limits  of  the  United  States. 
He  did  not  think  their  services  were  to  be  con- 
fined by  geographical  limits.  If  it  became  neces- 
sary for  the  Ezecutire  of  the  United  States  to 
call  out  the  militia  to  repel  invasion,  he  thought 
they  might  pursue  the  enemy  beyond  tbe  limits, 
mtil  the  invaders  were  effectually  disperaed.  * 

There  is  nothing,  said  Mr.  P.,  to  prevent  an 
agreement  being  entered  into  between  militiamen 
and  tbe  Qoveromeat  of  the  United  Stales  for  the 
performance  of  military  service |  but  tben,  aftejr 
such  agreement,  they  would  no  logger  be  militia- 
men— they  become  a  part  of  the  Army*  He 
should  vole  against  the  amendment,  as  he  be- 
lieved it  to  he  unconstitutional »  and  then  against 
the  bill,  as  ineffectual. 

Mr.  WioaBBT  hoped  the  bill  would  be  so  mod- 
ified as  to  be  useful.  When  gentleoaen  talk  about 
militia,  they  talk  about  something  very  different 
from  the  force  provided  for  by  this  bill.  This  is  a 
bill  for  accepting  a  corps  of  volunteers  not  ex- 
ceeding 50,000  men,  to  be  under  thesame  regula- 
tiona  aod  restrictions,  when  in  service,  as  regular 
troops,  which  be  thought  might  be  marahed  any- 
where. 

Mr,  PoBTBR  again  explained  the  difference  bo- 
4ween  regular  soldiars  and  militia ;  and  concluded 
with  wishing  the  gentleman  from  the  Missi^ppi 
Territory  to  withdraw  his  amendment,  aad  he 
would  move  to  strike  out  the  three  first  sectiona 
of  this  bill  with  the  view  of  inserting  the  fMtr 
first  sections  of  the  bill  origiually  reported. 

Mr.  PoiiVDKXTiR  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  PoRTBA  then  made  his  motion  aceordiBgly. 

Mr.  Johnson  said,  when  militia  officers  shall 
raise  a  volunteer  corpi,  they  will  not  be  eonshlered 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States  until  called 
upon  to  march.  And  is  it  supposed  that  a  volun- 
teer force,  with  an  object  before  them,  will  not 
fight  equal  to  any  regular  force  of  tbe  United 
States  1  Shall  we  put  aside  the  officers  proposed 
to  be  appointed  by  tne  respective  States,  and  give 
to  the  President  the  power  of  appointing  these 
officers?  He  was  opposed  to  this  course.  The 
aulitia  was  intended  at  the  securitv  of  the  States, 
and  he  would  never  consent  to  their  being  Mr 
cered  by  any  other  than  the  State  authority ;  for 
if  one  thousand  men  could  be  taken  from  Ken- 
tveky  in  this  way,  thirty  tbouaand  might  he  taken,  1 


and  thus  leave  the  State  without  its  aatoniit. 
fence.    These  volunteers,  called  oat  uodcf  tktii 
State  officers,  would  go  to  battle  with  the  gmtai 
alacrity  ;  and  he  was  astonished  to  hear  it  siid 
that  it  would  not  be  an  elective  ibree,  except  ai» 
cered  by  the  President — then,  according  tofei* 
tlemen,  it  would  be  all-sufficient.    The  Presitai 
will  have  enough  to  do  to  appoint  officers  for  t^ 
regular  force.;  but  he  was  afraid  this  vdnieQ 
corps  was  to  be  scouted,  that  the  men  who  wmU 
compose  it  may  be  got  to  enter  the  Army.   Hare 
we  oome  to  thi%  said  Mr.  J^  that  a  frcemafi  d 
the  United  States  cannot  engage  to  serve  htieo«i- 
try  in  any  wsy  that  he  chooses  ?    If  so,  we  hii 
better  stop  short  and  aubmk ;  thus  verifyiaf  tk 
prediction  of  the  gentleman  from  Miwichuieta. 
(Mr.  ftOiNGT.)  on  a  former  occasion,  that  we  cwSA 
not  be  kieM  ixdo  a  %0ar. 
The  Oommitiee  roaaaad  had  leave  to  sit  sgao. 


Saturday,  January  11. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Poindkxtcb, 

Resolved^  That  the- Committee  on  the  PobLc 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedis- 
cy  of  authoriziog  the  Secretary  of  the  Tret^ory 
to  locate  the  thirty -six  sections  of  land  heretout 
granted  tp  Jefferson  College,  in  the  Mississtp^ 
Territory,  on  aov  land  in  said  Territory  to  whtwk 
the  Indian  title  nas  been  extinguished,  aod  u 
otherwise  appropriated  ;  aod  that  they  have  letii 
to  report  by  Dili,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  LiTTLS  moved  the  following  resolutioo 

Euohed^  That  the  President  be  raqvested  tocsM 
to  be  laid  beibre  this  House,  as  ikr  as  may  he  pfsdia- 
ble,  a  list  of  the^whcjle  nombtr  of  vessel i  and  ehijii  i 
the  United  States,  captured,  condeniJ[i6d,and  detvaed, 
under  the  orders,  and  by  the  authoritj  of  the  Britaii 
Government,  their  value,  including  also  that  of  tbct 
cargo,  since  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  of  tmiiyi 
commerce,  and  navigation,  between  His  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty and  the  United  States  of  America,  of  one  tlioa- 
sand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four;  and,  tIs3,t)K 
amount  of  indemnification,  if  any  have  been  miie. 
during  the  same  period,  to  the  citizens  ^  the  ViexA 
States  on  mocount  of  any  of  the  albresaid  capture^  coa- 
demnatioBS,  or  detentions. 

'  The  resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  os 
the  table. 

Mr.  PiTi^m  called  up  for  consideration  two  rei* 
olutions,  which  he  laid  on  the  table  on  the  2Stf 
ultimo,  calling  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treii* 
ury  for  statements  of  the  district  tonnage  of  ite 
United  States  within  each  State  and  Territory, 
for  every  year,  since  t!ie  4th  of  March,  1789;  ib<J 
the  S|[OEis  amount  of  customs  within  each  Su^e 
and  Territory  for  the  same  period;  which  vis 
agreed  to.' 

The  bill  for  altering  the  time  of  holding  the 
District  Courts  of  North  Carolina,  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

VOLUNTEER  CORPS. 

The  House  resolved  iuelf  into  a  Committee  of 

the  Whole  oa  the  bill  authorizing  the  Presideit 

of  the  United  States  to  accept  and  oraaaize  eer* 

tain  volunteer  niiUtary  oorps;  when  Mr,  Poirtf 
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mored  to  stiikeouMlie  thrte  first  seeticio's  of  the 
bill  Itst  reported  %j  the  Comviittee  of  Foreign 
RelaiioDs,  wfaich  provide  for  the  appoiotfnent  of 
tbe  officers,  io  the  manner  prescribed  by  law,  in 
the  several  States  and  Territories,  and  insert,  ip 
lieu  thereof,  tbe  four  first  sections  of  the  bill  first 
reporced  by  the  sarne  committee,  whicb^va  au- 
thority to  tbe  President  to  appoint  tbe  officers. 

Mr.  PoiNDEXTEB  boped  these  sections  woaid 
be  strack  out,  in  order  to  insert  the  aectioas  ori- 
noally  reported,  which  give  tbe  power  to  the 
President  of  appointing^  tbe  officers.  The  Gon- 
stitQtion  gives  to  Congress  the  power  of  arming 
aod  disciplining  tbe  militia,  and  of  calling  tb^ 
oot  for  the  purposes  already  mentioned,  bat  leareiB 
to  the  States  tbe  appointment  of  officers.  It 
would,  therefore,  be  improper  to  retain  tbe  sec* 
tioDs  mored  to  be  strickeo  out,  as  they  would 
make  this  corps  militia,  to  all  intents  and  pur* 
poses. 

Mr.  Smilig  inquired  if  tbe  House  was  ready  to 
pot  into  the  hands  of  the  President  a  reffaUr 
force  of  ei|^hty-five  thousand  men.  Yon  have 
already,  said  he,  placed  an  army  of  tbtrty-fire 
thousand  at  his  disposal,  provided  they  can  be 
raised,  and  arc  you  desiroQs  of  raising  fifty  thou- 
sand more  1  If  het  clauses  in  question  are  struck 
out,  and  those  from  the  old  bill  inserted,  these 
ToluDteers  will  be  as  much  a  regular  force  as 
those  under  the  laws  already  passed^.  H6  be* 
Hered  that  tbe  whole  of  this  force  might  be  safely 
iotrusted  in  the  hands  of  tbe  present  President  of 
the  United  States;  but  this  will  be  settin'g  a  dan- 
gerous precedent,  which  a  man  of  more  ambitious 
views  might  abuse. 

Geotlemen  will  not  deny,  that  if  the  volunteers 
be  raised  under  the  bill  as  it  now  standi,  they 
may  pass  over  the  line  by  their  own  consent, 
which  will  answer  every  purpose.  He  could  not 
agree  that  tbe  officers  in  these  corps  should  be 
appointed  by  the  President,  as  he  certainly  could 
Dot  be  80  well  acquainted  with  the  characters  to 
be  thus  employed  as  the  Executives  or  the  Legis* 
latures  of  tbe  respective  Statesi  He  was  glad, 
howerer,  that  the  qoestion  had  come,  before  the 
House  in  this  shape,  as  it  would  distinctly  mark 
who  were  in  favor  of  relying  upon  the  militia, 
and  who  were  for  relying  altogether  upon  an 
amy. 

Mr.  PoRTEB  waoB  sorry  to  see  so  much  ieaiousy 
exhibited  on  the  present  occasion,  for  the  qnes- 
tioD  was  merely  one  of  form,  and  not  of  substance. 
We  have  all,  said  he,  the  same  object  in  view; 
we  ail  wish  to  employ  these  volooteers  in  tbe 
support  of  the  rights  of  our  country.  Because 
these  men  receive  a  commission  from  the  Presi- 
deat,  will  it  change  their  character?  Will  they 
at  oDce  become  traitors  to  their  country?  Cerr 
laialy  Dot;  these  volooteers  will  consist  of  men 
who  have  as  high  a  regard  for  the  rights  and  lib* 
erties  of  their  country  as  we  have.  While  they 
ire  militia,  they  cannot  be  employed  efficiently, 
aod  he  wanted  an  efficient  force  or  none. 

Mr.  Cheves  said  be  would  not  have  risen  had 
any  other  gemlema»  takes  that  view  of  the  sub* 
J^t  which  he  propoaed  to  take ;  nor  had  not  the 


amendflaaot  been,  suhnitted  0b«  gHKiDd  which 
went  to  renounce  a  great  Constitutional  power 
of  the  Greoeral  Government.  He  was,,  however, 
eanirely  opposed  to  the  amendment  propoaed  by 
tbe  gentleman  from  New  York.  The  necessary 
force  ought  lo  bf  provided  under  its  proper  name. 
He  wa&  opposed  to  a  Regular  a«my  in  disgut«e, 
and  such  he  wa^  ohligea  to  consider  that«  con* 
tained  in  this  amendment.  He  knew  that  no  de* 
ceptioa  was  intended  by  the.  honorable  mover, 
but  it  would  afibrd  a  dangerous  example.  With 
the  geiptleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Smilie,) 
be  saw  nothing  in  tbe  atate  of  the  country,  or  the 
views  of  the  Government,  to  justify  or  excuse 
the  establishment  of  a  regular  army  of  eighty* 
fire  thousand  men^  If  ever  the  liberties  of  the 
countf  V  should  be  endangered  by  a  military  foroe, 
it  would  probably  be  by  an  army  raised  under 
some  indireet  pretence  to  cover  its  real  charaetef 
or  design,  such  perhaps  as  the  one  now  suggested. 
The  objection  stated  to  the  bill  before  the  Oom* 
mittee,  and  which  is  said  to  render  th6  amend- 
ment  expedient,  is,  that  the  force  proposed  to  ba 
raised  by  the  bill  is  hicompetent  to  the  object  to 
be  aeeampli»hed»  because  the  General  Govern* 
ment  has  no  power  to  send  the  militia  out  of  the 
limits  of  the  United  States ;  that  they  can  only 
be  employed  under  that  provision  of  the  Consd- 
tdtion  which  gives  Congress  power  to  call  forth 
tbe  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union, sup* 
press  insurrection,  and  repel  invasion,  and  that 
this  did  not  give  Congress  the  power  to  use  the 
force  proposed  for  the  object  contemplated.  This 
isthe  statement  of  the  objeccion,  but  it  does  not 
disclose  the  extent  of  its  paralyzing  effects  on 
the  powers  of  tbe  General  Go vemmeot.  What, 
then,  is  tbe  real  extent  of  the  question  before  the 
Committee?  You  cannot,  in  any  case,  use  the 
militia  in  performing  garrison  duty.  You  can- 
not call  them  forth,  even  in  time  of  war,  to  pre- 
pare for  an  expected  invasion,  or  send  them  to 
tbe  frontier,  to  the  West  or  tbe  Bast,  until  the 
enemy  has  entered  your  territory.  An  invasion 
is  a  hostile  entry  on  your  territory ;  aod,  accord*' 
ing  to  the  construction  suggested,  nothing  else 
but  a  hostile  entry  on  your  territorv  will  author^ 
ize  you  to  call  forth  the  militia.  Nor  can  you^ 
in  case  of  actual  invasion,  employ  them  beyona 
tbe  boundary  line  of  the  United  States-^for 
though  the  'gentleoiaa  from  New  York  says  the 
service  df  the  militia  is  not  to  be  bounded  by 
geographical  limits,  I  cannot,  said  Mr.  C,  dis- 
cover the  premises  by  which  he  comes  to  this 
conclusion,  if  the  General  Government  has  no 
other  power  over  the  militia  than  is  given  io  it 
in  this  clause  of  the  Constitution.  If  tbev  may 
cross  the  line^  why  not  go  to  the  walls  o^  ^ue^ 
bee?  The  principle  is  trampled  upon  the  ioKtant 
tbey  pass  beyond  the  territorial  limits  of  this  Uni- 
ted S-tates ;  nor,  if  thi*  be  a  correct  construction, 
can  the  consent  of  the  indtviduai  .add  anything 
to  tbe  powers  or  the  rights  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment while  he  remains  a  member  of  the.oiili- 
tia  of  the  State.  It  it  the  State  which.claima 
the  right  of  a  sovereign  to  retain  the  militia 
within  the  limitaof  theiJnited  States}  and  the 
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indiridoa)  who  owes  to  the  State  aUe^iAnee  add 
duty  eoexteoftive  with  the  fisht  of  the  State,  can 
transfer  no  part  of  that  allegianee  or  dacy  to. the 
United  Slates,  which  are  a  distinct  sovereignty. 
The  sovereign  claims  of  the  States  are  opposed 
to  those  of  the  United  States,  anfl  the  consent  of 
the  individual  can  neither  increase  nor  diminish 
the  rights  of  either  while  he  continues  a  member 
of  the  militia  of  the  State.  Such  is  the  effect 
of  the  constroctron  proposed,  that  you  could  not 
march  a  militiaman  from  Connecticut  to  Mass-^ 
chttsetts,  with  or  without  the  consent  of  the  indi- 
vidual, tosoppress  insurrection,  till  it  had  aetualiy 
taken  place,  or  till  your  laws  nave  been  actually 
resisted,  or  till  your  territory  has  been  actually 
invaded,  or  even  send  him  to  garrison  a  fortress 
in  time  of  war  within  the-  State  of  which  he  is  a 
member^  until  there  has  been  a  hostile  entry,  iK>r 
even  then  perhaps.  This  cannot  possibly  be  all 
the  power  which  Congress  has  over  the  militia 
of  the  Uoioo.  By  such  a  construction  of  the 
Constitution  you  cut  the  best  sinews  of  our  na- 
tional strength. 

But,  said  Mr.  C  the  power  of  the  General 
Government  to  use  the  militia  in  time  of  war  is 
not  given  by  the  clause  of  the  Constitution  which 
his  been  mentioned.  It  is  granted  by  a  different 
clause  of  the  Constitution — that  which  authorizes 
Congress  '*to  declare  war."  To  discover  the 
true  extent  of  this  power,  it  is  necessary  to  in* 
quire  into  the  nature  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  as  it  applies  to  the  subject  under 
consideration.  Is  it  a  Federative  or  a  National 
Government?  a  Government  in  which  the  Stiites 
as  States  are  represented  and  bound,  or  one  in 
which  the  people  are  represented  and  bound? 
For  the  purpose  of  making  war,  it  is  essentially 
a  National  Government,  a  Government  of  the 
people.  The  distinction  between  a  Governnaent 
of  tb^  people,  and  a  Federative  Ctovernroent, 
will  be  best  seen  by  a  comparison  of  the  present 
Government  of  the  United  States  with  that  of 
the  old  Confederation*  The  last,  unlike  the  for» 
mer,  was  not  in  itself  m  sovereignty.  It  repre* 
aented  the  sovereignty  of  the  States  as  that  of  so 
nany  individual  soverefflnties.  It  could  make 
DO  law  immediately  binding  on  the  persons  or 
the  property  of  the  citizens  of  the  several  States. 
The  iroopa  of  the  Confederacy  were  raised  under 
acts  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States ; 
the  other  supplies  of  the  war  were  granted  in 
the  same  manner.  But,  under  the  present  Gov- 
ernment, the  laws  of  Congress  act  immediately 
OD  the  persona  and  property  of  all  the  citizens  of 
all  the  States.  This,  then,  is  a  definition  of  a 
National  Gbvernment,  Or  a  Government  of  the 
people.  It  acts  immediately  on  the  person  and 
property  of  the  citizen,  and  such,  as  to  the  power 
of  declaring  and  makios^  war,  is  the  nature  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States.     > 

The  Government  of  the  Union,  then,  possesses 
the  power,  and  this  power,  loo,  is  exclusive,  of 
*  declaring  and  making  war;  and.  for  rhe  purposes 
of  declaring  and  making  war,  is  a  National  Go^- 
•mment.  But  the  power  of  declaring  and  mak- 
ing war  18  a  great. spvereigti  power,  wh<9se  limits 


and  extent  have  been  long  underttood  ao^  well 
established,  hhas  its  attributes  and  incidesul 
powers,  which  are  in  the  same  degree  less  eqoif. 
ocal  than  those  of  other  power*,  as  it  excedi 
those  powers  in  its  importance.  Do  yon  t^ 
then,  said  Mr.  C,  for  the  right  of  Congres  to 
employ  the  militia  in  war?  It  is  found  vamg 
the  attiubotes  of  the  sovereign  power  which  Con- 
gress has  to  make  war.  Do  yon  ask  for  tbe  li(&- 
its  to  which  this  employment  may  extend  ?  litt 
are  coextensive  with  the  oMects  of  the  mi 
Those  who  think  the  Generaf  Government  hu 
no  right  to  send  the  militia  o^t  of  the  UoiM 
Sfates,  probably  found  this  opinion  on  the  claw 
of'  the  Constitution  already  mentioned,  whid 
gives  Congress  a  right  to  call  forth  the  miliiialx 
the  purposes  of  enforcing  the  laws  of  tbe  Goiia, 
suppressing  insurrection,  and  repelling  inra^oft. 
and  apply  to  it  that  role  of  construction  whidt 
declares  that  tbe  expression  of  one  ease  taair 
excludes  all  lilce  eases.  The  nrguraenc,  theses 
this :  though  Congress  might  have  had  a  ri^ite 
use  the  militia  for  all  the  purposes  of  war,  hftdsc< 
this  clause  been  inserted  in  the  Coostitutioo ;  ys. 
as  in  it  we  see  an  express  grant  of  a  right  to  sa 
the  militia  for  a  particular  act  of  war,  we  dko- 
sarily  infer  that  it  was  intended  to  grant  no  other 
like  power;  that  is  to  say,  no  power  to  emf^^ 
them  in  any  other  act  of  war.  The  fsllscj  ha 
in  this :  the  cases  are  not  like  cases.  Tbe  tms 
invasion,  as  used  in  the  Constitution,  is  well  at 
derstood  not  to  refer  to  a  state  of  public  soil  d^ 
clared  war,  such  as  Congress  has  the  rigbi  Q 
declare  and  wage.  It  may  be  used  to  express  i 
circumstance  or  an  incident  of  such  a  war.  Bia 
when  it  is  used  without  such  dependence,  i: 
means,  and  it  is  so  understood  and  used  by  writen 
on  public  and  national  law.  a  hostile  eotrf  isia 
the  territory  of  a  sovereign  Power,  not  growisf 
out  of  a  public  and  declared  war.  For  example. 
if  the  Gk>vernor  of  either  of  the  two  Caoadas 
were  to  make  an  inroad  into  the  territorf  of  the 
United  States,  this  would  be  an  invasion  witbii 
the  meaning  of  •this  clause  of  the  Coo8iitDU09> 
It  would  be  au  act  of  war,  but  would  not  nects* 
sarily  involve  the  peace  of  the  United  States  viib 
Great  Britain.  ■  Every  act  of  war  will  aoi  it 
stroy  the  peaceful  relations  of  Goveniffleo& 
Great  Britain  and  France,  for  jetLTs  past,  ban 
committed  upon  us  acts  of  hostility,  but  tfaer  vt 
still  considered,  politically,  as  at  peace  wiuBs. 
The  attack  on  the  Chesapeake  was  an  actofvtr, 
but,  to  use  the  appropriate  terms,  it  was  so  aeioi 
war  defacto^  not  de  jure*  So,  frequentif ,  is  t^ 
an  invasion.  The  sovereign  invstded  ma? con- 
sider it  as  as  destroying  the  peace  which  hadpr^ 
viously  subsisted  between  him  and  the  a^gR^^ 
or  not,  as  he  pleases.  These  invasions  are  p^^^' 
ally  sudden  and  unexpected,  and  it  was  do  doom 
to  repel  such,  that  the  power  contained  io  i^i^ 
clause  of  the  Constitution  was  given. 

We  thus  discover,  said  Mr.  C.,  the  objects «( 
the  Constitudon.  It  had  gi  venr  the  power  of  call' 
ing  forth  and  using  the  militia  for  the  Dorpos^ 
of  war  generally,  under  the  power  to  declare  a«l 
make  war ;  but  the  GoverBBtat,  under  this  grtf  ^ 
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f  power,  is  only  authorized  to  use  them  io  the 
ase  expressed — a  public  and  declared  war.  Ii 
ras,  therefore,  deemed  necessary  or  expedient 'Co 
rant  to  the  Uovernnient  of  the  tinion  a  power 
) require  the  seryices  of  the. militia  in  certain 
ther  cases,  and  therefore  was  inserted  the  clause 
i?iQg  power  to  Congress  to  call  forth  tiie  mili- 
8.  to  execQtie  the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress 
isarrectioQ.  and  repel  invasion.  .  Here,  accord- 
igly,  we  see  invasion  coupled  with  cases  which 
are  no  possible  connexion  with  fore^  or  na- 
onal  war.  This  clause,  then,  is  not  a  restrain- 
ig  clause,  but  one  giving  further  and  other  pow- 
rs  than  those  contained  in  the  general  power  to 
eclare  and  make  war.  Without  this  power  the 
toveroment  of  the  Union,  would  have  no  right 
)  call  forth  the  militia  of  the  United  States  to 
spel  an  invasion  immediately  on  the  emergency, 
efore  war  could  be  declared ;  which,  should  Con- 
fess not  happen  to  be  in  session,  would  require 

previous  call  of  that  body,  and  a  consequent 
aogerous  delay.  But,  it  is  said,  that  if  the  Gen- 
ral  Government  have  a  right  to  send-  the  mili- 
ia  whithersoever  the  > objects  of  a  war  may 
ead  them,  it  will  diminish  the  rights  of  the  I 
States,  and  oppress  the  citizens  of  the  country. 
[he  first  of  these  evils  must  be  unfounded  in 
act.  for  it  is  to  substitute  the  peculiar  force  of 
he  States  for  a  regular  standing  army  of  the 
Jolted  States;  which  must,  consequently,  in- 
rease  iheir  seciirity,  and  extend,  not  diminish, 
heir  power.  The  other  of  thes»  evils  is  the 
oosequence  of  a  power  which  must  rest  some- 
where in  every  GK)vernment,  and  which  is  little, 
r  at  all.  to  be  feared  in  a  itee  one.  The  volun- 
eer  militia,  then,  proposed  by  the  bill,  can  be 
tsed  in  the  contemplated  war  for  the  object  in- 
ended ;  they  can  be  sent  out  of  the  United  States, 
lod,  therefore,  the  amendment  is  unnecessary. 

Mr.  G.  had  other  objections  to  the  proplosed 
imeDdment.  It  provides  that  the  officers  shall 
Ii  appointed  by  the  President,  and  under  them 
he  ToluQteers  most  cease  to  be  militia.  But  they 
ire  not  to  be  called  into  service  but  on  a  contin- 
gency, and  are,  in  the  meantime,  to  continue  in 
ihe  mass  of  the  citizens,  where  they  will  be 
)uand  to  do  militia  duly;  yet  this  law  proposes 
10 exempt  them  from  it.  They  are  precisely  like 
ihe  exceptionable  corps  of  1798,  which  were  then 
loudly  proclaimed  to  be  unconstitutional;  nor 
vas  this  said  only  in  the  fervor  of  debate,  and 
3Qder  the  influence  of  party  feelings.  But  the 
time  opinion  has  been  declared  by  a  grave  and 
learned  judge,  in. the  recess  of  his  closet,  as  the 
result  of  unimpassioned  deliberation.  In  a  treat- 
ise 00  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  by 
Jad^  TuckeTy  contained  in  his  edition  of  Black- 
uone's  commentaries,  written  with  learning  and 
>^ility,  he  has  declared  the  act  of  '98  to  be  uncon- 
ttituiiooaU  [Here  Mr.  C.  read  an  extract  from 
Tucker'i  Blackstone^  in  whieh  the  writer  de* 
cUres,  that  as  these  corps  were  to  be  officered  by 
the  President,  but  not  called  into  service,  *^  it 

leems  impossible  to  consider  tbem  in  any  other 
'  light  than  as  a  part  of  the  militia  of  the  States, 

separated  by  an  anoonstitutional  act  of  Con- 
Uth  CoK.  1st  S£88.— 24 


*  gress  from  the  rest  of  the  militia,  for  the  por- 
^  pose  of  giving  to  the  President  powers  which 
^  the  Constitution  expressly  denied,  and  an  infia- 
^  ence  the  most  dangerous  that  can  be  conceived 
^  to  the  peace,  liberty,  and  happiness  of  the  Uni* 
'  ted  States."] 

But,  putting  the  Constitutional  question  as  to 
mere  actual  power  out  of  view,  the  spirit  of  the 
Constitution,  in  this  case  perhaps  of  no  less  im« 
portance,  would  be  essentially  violated.  The 
amendment  proposed  a  force  which  would  be,  in 
everything  but  name,  a  regular  force.  Such 
armies,  in  any  shape,  were  not  congenial  to  a  free 
Government,  but  this  was  the  most  dangerous 

fiossible  shape  in  which  an  array  could  be  estab* 
ished.  When  you  raise  a  regular  army,  do  it  by 
that  narde,  and  the  danger  of  it  will  be  greatly 
diminished  by  that  reasonable  and  salutary  jeal-* 
ousy,  which  it  will  never  fail  to  excite ;  but  give 
it  this  equivocal  form,  and  you  lull  to  sleep  this 
best  guardian  of  our  Constitutional  liberties. 

But,  if  there  be  any  gentleman,  who,  feeling 
the  force  of  these  objections,  is  yet  desirous  of 
relieving  the  Chief  Magistrate  from  the  embar- 
rassment of  any  doubt  that  may  exist  of  the  power 
of  the  General  Government  to  use  the  militia  out 
of  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  C.  would 
say  to  him,  that  he  believed  the  Ciiief  Magistrate 
had  no  difficulty  on  the  subject.  Mr.  C.  had 
been  informed  that  he  had  no  doubt  of  the  power 
of  the  General  Government  to  march  the  militia 
without  the  limits  of  the  United  States.  But, 
whatever  may  be  his  optnioUi  it  is  not  for  this 
House,  by  a  legislative  act,  to  declare  his  Consti- 
tutional duties.  He  most,  and  ought  to  be  left  to 
act  under  that  high  responsibility  which  is  at- 
tached to  his  office.  No  man  in  the  United 
States  understood  the  Constitution  better,  and 
those  who  thought  as  highly  of  him  as  Mr.  C. 
did, would  be  assured  he  would  discharge  his  duty 
in  this  particular  with  firmness  and  with  judg- 
ment. Should  it  be  determined  that  this  force 
cannot  be  sent  out  of  the  United  States,  we  may 
not  be  able  so  soon  to  conquer  Canada,  but  we 
shall  save  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  C.  said,  it  appeared  to  him  very  doubtful 
whether  it  would  be  good  policy  to  take  posse- 
sion of  the  open  country  of  Canada,  with  militia 
or  volunteers,  if  we  could  not  proceed  imme* 
diiitely  afterwards  with  a  regular  force  to  the 
attack  of  Quebec ;  or,  at  least,  substitute  the  mili- 
tia, with  a  competent  number  of  regulars  to  keep 
possession  of  the  country.  It  would  neither  be 
safe  nor  economical  to  perform  this  service  with 
militia.  It  would  require  a  mat  increase  of 
numbers,  and,  however  brave,  they  would  be  un- 
fit for  the  discharge  of  camp  duty ;  they  would 
be  peculiarly  exposed  in  their  quarters  to  surprise 
ano  anack,  by  the  active,  rapid,  and  persevering 
enterprise  of  regular,  disciplined,  and  veteran 
troops ;  more  would  fall  by  the  diseases  of  the 
camp  than  by  the  sword,  and  in  every  one  would 
be  lost  some  valuable  member  of  a  family.  Be- 
fore you  enter  Canada,  said  Mr.  C,  you  oo^ht  to 
have  such  a  number  of  regular  troops  as  will  te- 
aMe  you  to  keep  possession  of  the  open  country* 
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These  you  must  increase  till  they  are  sufficiently 
nameroas  to  enable  you  to  sit  down  before  due- 
bee.  Until  you  take  Q,uebec,  you  are  not  securely 
in  possession  of  a  foot  of  the  country.  Of  what 
advantage  would  be  a  precarious  possession  of  the 
open  country  ?  You  do  not  go  to  plunder  it,  but 
to  adopt  the  inhabitants  as  brethren  and  fellow- 
citizens/  The  injury  done  to  the  enemy  will  not 
be  equivalent  to  the  expense  you  will  incur.  For 
his  part.  Mr.  C.  said,  while  he  thought  the  right 
of  the  General  Government  to  use  the  militia  for 
the  general  purposes  of  war  vitally  important  to 
the  Union,  he  never  wished  to  see  them  used  in 
offensive  war,  except  in  unexpected  emergencies ; 
and  then,  if  possible,  in  aid  of  regular  troops. 

Mr.  WaiGBT.—- Mr.  Chairman.  I  will  subjoin  a 
few  remarks  to  those  so  well  made  by  the  sen  tie* 
man  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Cheves.J  Sir, 
by  the  Constitution,  section  three,  ^^  the  President 
snail  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully, exe- 
cuted." By  the  second  section,  '^  the  President 
ahall  be  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army  and 
Navy  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  militia  of 
the  several  States,  when  called  into  the  actual 
service  of  the  United  States."  Thus  we  see  that 
the  President  is,  in  the  same  section,  made  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  Army  and  militia.  The 
section  which  has  just  been  urged  by  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  authorizes  Congress 
*'  to  provide  for  callipg  forth  the  militia  to  exe- 
cute the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrec- 
tions, and  repel  invasions."  Sir,  when  the  Con- 
vention gave  the  President  the  power  of  com- 
manding the  Army  and  Navy,  and  the  militia  of 
the  United  States,  they  intended  him  ro  to  com- 
mand them,  as  in  the  best  manuer  to  execute  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  to  suppress  insurrec- 
tions, and  repel  invasions,  and  submitted  to  his 
discretion  the  manner  in  which  this  can  be  best 
effected.  Sir,  there  is  another  section  by  which 
Congress  have  a  power  "  to  declare  war."  This 
declaration  sir,  is,  by  an  act  of  Congress,  a  law  of 
the  United  States,  which  the  President  is  sol- 
emn! v  bound  to  execute.  How,  sir,  I  will  ask,  is 
this  law  to  be  executed?  War  is  the  applying 
the  force  of  the  nation  to  the  annoyance  of  their 
enemy.  It  has  been  well  defined — ''an  experi- 
ment which  can  do  the  other  the  most  harm*" 
It  is  well  known  that  the  force  contemplated  was 
declared  publiclv  to  be  ''for  the  invasion  of  Can- 
ada.^l  There^  then,  can  be  no  doubt  with  the 
President  as  to  the  object  of  the  force,  and  the 
legislative  authority  of  Congress  to  raise  the 
force  and  direct  its  application.  The  question  is, 
how  shall  this  volunteer  corps  be  commissioned? 
It  would  be  violative  of  the  Constitution  to  au- 
thorize the  President  to  commission  the  officers. 
This  patronage  wa«  thought  dangerous,  and  was 
consequently  vested  in  the  Siate  governments. 
I  therefore,  for  myself,  feel  no  difficulty  in  voting 
for  this  volunteer, bill,  which  contemplates  t^e 
appointment  of  its  officers  by  the  State  govern- 
ments; nor  can  I  feel  a  doubt  that  the  force 
raised  by  this  bill  for  the  express  purpose  of  the 
invasion  of  Canada,  will  not  be  applied  to  that 
object.    I  have  the  utmost  confidence  in  the 


President  of  the  United  States,  and  that  tike l&vs 
will  be  faithfully  executed.  Sir,  I  presume  iht 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  any  citizen  caq  bi&i 
himself  as  a  regular  for  &ve  years,  and  if  socu 
there  be  a  doubt  that  he  can  bind  bimsdf  a;i 
volunteer  for  one  year.  My  logic  has  taagbtme 
that  every  greater  power  includes  every  lesser, 
and  that  to  become  a  volunteer  for  one  yearista 
positive  a  right  as  to  become  a  regular  for  fin 
years. 

Mr.  T&oup  said,  it  was  evidently  an  objec: 
with  the  Convention  who  formed  the  CoDiuta- 
tion  to  repress,  as  much  as  possible,  in  the  oev 
Government,  the  power  of  making  conquesu. 
History  had  informed  them  that  conqnests  bi 
always  been  injurious  to  every  country  whicby 
engaged  in  making  them ;  they,  therefore.  ^ 
their  provisions,  endeavored  to  repress  thisspirii. 
They  say,  in  so  many  words,  "  If  you  will  it 
dulge  in  this  spirit. of  coiiquest,  which  has  bees 
the  oaoe  of  every  nation  which  has  indulged  in  it. 
you  shall  carry  it  on  by  an  army,  and  ao  araf 
only."  And  why  ?  because  an  army  could  ooij 
be  raised  by  patting  the  country  to  great  expe&s. 
and  this  was  the  limitation  which  the  Coareotida 
thought  proper  to  put  to  the  spirit  of  conquest 
A  large  army,,  maintained  for  this  purpose,  wooli 
be  viewed  with  jealousy  by  the  people  oJ*  \k 
United  States;  and  of  this  the  members  of  if 
Convention  were  well  aware.  There  was,  « 
the  face  of  the  Constitution,  Mr.  T.  said,  an  ob- 
vious distinction  made  between  the  Armf  aci 
militia.  Power  is  given  to  Congress  to  raise 
armies.  For  what  purposes?  For  all  militiij 
purposes.  Congress  shall  have  power  to  call  oei 
the  militia.  For  what  purposes  ?  To  suppre& 
insurrections,  execute  the  laws,  and  repel  iovi- 
sipns.  If  it  nad  been  the  design  of  the  ConreL- 
tion  to  hare  given  Congress  the  same  power  om 
the  militia  as  over  the  Arniy,  would  they  co: 
have  said  so  in  express  terms?  But  there  vas 
another  good  reason  for  withholding  this  powc 
from  Congress.  The  States  relied  upon  themiih 
tia  for  their  protection  against  any  attempt  at 
usurpation  by  the  General  Government  If  g<«* 
tlemen  will  turn  to  one  of  the  amendments  of  ti^^ 
Constitution,  they  will  find  it  declared,  "  that  a 
well  regulated  militia  is  necessary  to  the  securitf 
of  a  free  &tate." 

But  there  is  another  wide  distinction  betwees 
the  Army  and  militia,  from  the  diffeieat  cbaf- 
acters  of  the  persons  who  compose  the  two  hod- 
ies.  What  are  the  militia?  They  are  yeoma&ry; 
citizens  of  the  country,  called  f^om  their  hooes 
and  their  families,  in  eases  of  emergencjri  for  ^< 
defence  of  their  country.  Would  it  be  reasosa- 
ble  to  vest  the  power  in  Congress  to  carry  ti^ese 
men  from  their  homes  and  their  families,  for  for- 
eign invasion  or  foreign  conquest?  It  could  not 
have  been  the  intention  of  the  Convention  thai 
these  men  might  be  shipped  off  against  Jatoaici 
or  Vera  Cruz — for  if,  by  any  construction  of  iiJ« 
Constitution,  the  militia  can  be  sent  one  foot  be- 
yond the  limits  of  the  United  States,  they  laigiit 
be  sent  to  Chili  or  Paraguay. 

If,  then,  the  militia  cannot  be  sent  oat  of  ^ 
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country,  and  these  TolaDteen  are  mil  ilia,  neither 
can  tbey  be  so  disposed  of.  Bat  are  they  militia'? 
He  did  not  know  now  they  could  be  distinguished 
from  them.  They  now  form  a  part  of  the  mili- 
tia, asder  the  officers  of  the  respecMre  States, 
and  they  are  so  to  remain.  They  are,  therefore, 
roloQteer  militia^  add  nothinsr  else. 

But  gentlemen  say,  these  rolanteers  -can  be 
marched  out  of  the  country  by  their  own  con- 
sent Will  consent  make  any  difference  1  Will 
it  make  an  act  of  QoYernment  Constitutional 
which,  without  it,  would  be  unconatitutioaal  ? 
The  Goremmeni  of  the  United  States  and  these 
Tolanteers  are  not  the  only  parties  concerned. 
The  people  of  the  United  States  were  the  makers 
of  the  Constitution,  alid  not  these  iikdiriduals  and 
the  General  €k)vernment;  and  the  respectire 
States  cannot  surrender  their  militia,  which  they 
hare  a  right  to  hold  for  their  own  security. 

Bat  the  gentleman'  from  the  State  of  Maryland 
(Mr.  WaiOBT)  says,  that  the  militia  may  be 
called  oat  by  tbe  Graneral  Gorernment  to  execute 
the  laws;  that  the  President  may  be  authorized 
to  take  possession  of  Canada  by  law,  and  that  the 
militia  may  be  called  upon  to  execute  tbie  law. 
This,  he  considered  as  an  unfounded  construc- 
tion of  the  Constitutional  provision.  It  was 
snrely  neTer  nieant  that  the  militia  should  be 
called  upon  to  execute  the  laws  without  the 
Union,  but  within  it.  The  law  alluded  to  by  the 
gentleman  would  be  a  declaration  of  war,  and 
not  a  law  of  the  Union,  for  the  eteeutton  of 
which  the  President  has  power  giren  to  him  to 
call  oQt  the  militfa. 

If  the  militia  can  be  called  out  to  repel  inva* 
siW)  they  can  be  called  out  to  the  -seaboard  or 
garriions,  for  the  purpose  of  repelling  invasion, 
whenever  well-founded  apprehensions  are  enter- 
tained of  such  an  event ;  and  if  they  go  beyond 
the  territory,  it  would  be  no  less  an  act  of  repel* 
Hog  invasion  than  was  the  first  onset. 

If,  said  Mr.  T.,  these  volunteers  are  to  be  or- 
ganized as  regular  troops,  not  for  five  years,  like 
the  other  regulars,  but  for  one  year,  then  what- 
erer  men  enter  the  service  of  the  country,  will  g6 
into  this  corps ;  aad  the  aritay  provided  by  law 
to  be  raised,  would  not  be  enlisted. 

Mr.  T.  was  willing  to  authoriae  the  President 
to  accept  of  the  service  of  fifty  thousand  volun- 
teers for  the  defence  of  the  country,  under  the 
bill  as  it  now  stands,  whieh  would  leave  the  Gov- 
ernment at  libnty  to  send  the  regular  troops 
throad,  if  they  found  it  necessary  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Rhea. — Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  my  sincere 
wish  that  we  could  get  on  with  this  bill  in  some 
node.  The  only  question  arising  on  this  subject 
>Bd  giving  cause  to  this  debate  is^  by  whom  snail 
^  forces,  contemplated  to  be  raised  by  this  bill, 
be  commissioned  ?  Whether  by  the  respective 
otates.  or  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  ? 
In  making  op  my  opinion  on  this  si^bject,  I  will 
Dot  lake  •■^**  •••--*  to  what  object  the  contem- 
plated directed.  Let  that  be  a  sub- 
i^^  "1  oration.  There^appears  no 
^^^''^  at  question  now.  Let  the 
^*>rce  ^er  of  the  President,  and 


be  ^hereafter  employed  as  emergencies  may  re- 
quire. It  is  my  duty  in  all  cases  to  pursue  the 
Constittulon  of  the  United  States;  and,  relative 
to  commissions,  it  wilt  be  seen  that  the  President 
is  authorized  to  commission  officers  of  the  United 
States,  whose  appointments  are  not  thereby  oth- 
erwiste.  provided  for,  and  which  shall  be  estab-' 
lished  by  law.  By  the  Constitution,  is  reserved 
to  the  States,  respectively,  the  appointment  of  the 
officers  of  the  militia,  employed  m  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  and  not  only  to  commission 
the  officers  of  such  militia,  but  also  to  fill  up  va- 
cancies which  may  be  among  the  militia  when 
in  actual  service. 

It  may  then  be  proper  to  omit,  at  the  present 
moment,  the  future  direction  of  the  force  con- 
templated, and  go  on  with  the  bill  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. Svery  gentleman  knows  that  Congress 
have  power  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  mili- 
tia to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  to  suppress 
insurrections,  and  to  repel  invasions;  and  it  may 
also  be  known,  that  the  States  have  to  themselves 
respectively  reserved  the  power  to  commision  the 
officers  of  militia  so  called  out.  The  Constitu- 
tion admits  only  two  species  of  forces — a  regular 
force  and  a  militia.  The  Presidenf  is  empow- 
ered to  comovission,  with  consent  of  the  Senate, 
all  officers  of  regular  forces ;  but  to  the  States  is 
reserved  exclusively  the  rijght  to  commission 
officers  of  the  militia.  In  this  case,  then,  it  is  my 
duty  to  vote  in  pursuance  of  the  Constitution,  so 
that  so  far  as  that  will  go,  the  sovereignty  of  the 
respective  States  shall  not  be  infringed  nor  im-^ 
paired. 

Mr.  FiBK  could  not  consent  to  raise  any  mili- 
tary force  without  having  in  vieir  the  obrect  for 
its  employment.  It^vas  an  objection  to  tne  laws 
of  1798,  for  thris  purpose,  that  they  had  no  defi- 
nite object.  We  must  always  have  an  object  in 
view  when  we  propose  to  raise  a  military  force, 
or  our  conduct  would  be  absurd.  We  all  know 
the  object  at  present j  and  the  inquiry  is^  whether 
or  not  the  force  contemplated  by  this  bill  will  be 
eflectual  ?    He  believed  it  would  not. 

The  gentleman  from  Oeof*gia  (Mr.  Troitp) 
had  utten  a  Constitutional  view  of  this  sabject, 
to  which  he  had  nothing  to  add.  With  respect 
to  the  danger  which  some  gentlemen  appears  to 
apprehend  from  placing  these  volunteers  under 
the  President,  it  was  certainly  imaginary  only ; 
for  the  President  has  the  power  of  calling  out  tbe 
whole  of  the  militia,  of  which  he  is  commander. 
Where,  then,  is  the  difference?  But,  if  the  bill 
remained  as  at  present,  there  would  be  great  dif* 
ficulty  in  filling  up  vacant  offices.  By  the  laws 
of  several  of  the  States,  the  platoon  officers  are 
elected  by  the  soldiers;  and  if  any  of  these  officers 
fall  in  Canada,  bow  are  their  places  to  be  sup- 
plied?^ In  the  bill,  as  proposed  to  be  amended,* 
there 'would  be  no' difficulty  on  this  score. 

It  was  an  easy  matter  to  discriminate  between 
volunteers  and  militia.  It  is  the  character  of  a 
militiaman  to  remain  at  home,  under  his  officers^ 
except  called  upon  for  some  particular  service ; 
but  a  volunteer,  of  his  own  choice,  throws  off  the 
cbaraetet  of  a  militiaman,  and  assumes  that  of  a 
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Tolanteerf  to  serre  oader  officers  to  be  appointed 
by  the  President,  and  to  march  wherever  he  is 
eommanded.  This  would  be  certain  grouod. 
clear  ofCoastitutioDal  objections.  As  to  taking 
away  the  defence  of  the  States,  the  States  are 
not  privileged  to  any  particular  number  of  mili- 
tia; many  of  our  regulars  are  always  enlisted 
from  militiamen.  It  was  not  likely  that  so  many 
of  the  militia  of  any  State  would  volunteer  their 
services  as  to  leave  the  State  destitute  of  suffi- 
cient for  its  own  defence. 

Mr.  Clay  (the  Speaker)  observed,  that  he  had 
slated  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  a  for- 
mer occasion,  that  he  was  in  favor  of  an  exertion 
of  the  national  energies  in  every  form,  iti  prose- 
cution of  the  war  in  which  we  are  about  to  en- 
^ge.  He  was  consequently  in  favor  of  author- 
izing  the  President  to  accept  of  the  service  of  a 
volunteer  corps.  The  difference  of  opinion  on 
this  subject  arises  from  the  structure  of  thh  force, 
or  rather  as  to  the  manner  of  commissioning  its 
officers. 

Mr.  C.  acknowledged  he  had  not  fully  investi- 
gated the  subject;  but  his  present  impressions 
were,  that,  in  cases  of  emergency,  the  nation  is  at 
liberty  to  use  the  best  security  of  the  people, 
whether  in  the  form  of  ordinary  militia  or  volun- 
teers, in  any  manner  that  may  appear  best  calcu- 
lated to  preserve  the  public  interest.  He  did  not 
think  full  justice  had  been  done  to  the  able  view 
taken  of  this  subject  by  bis  intelligent  friend 
from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Cbeves.)  The  power 
of  declaring  war,.of  making  war,  would  seem  to 
carnry  with  it  all  the  attributes  of  making  war. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia,  TMr.  Trodp,)  to 
whom  he  always  listened  with  pleasure,  objected 
to  the  power  contended  for,  because  it  might  pos- 
sihly  be  abused  by  sending  the  militia  to  a  distant 
foreign  country.    What  the  Government  had  the 

Sower  to  do,  and  what  might  be  deemed  expe- 
tent,  were  very  different. 
What  is  the  argument?  The  militia  cannot 
)be  sent  out  of  the  United  States,  because  there  is 
DO  power  given  in  the  Constitution  of  the  Geo* 
eral  Government  for  this  purpose^  Will  gentle- 
men ^ive  a  satisfactorv  answer  to  this  question  ? 
The  Constitution  declares  Congress  shall  have 
power  to  raise  armies  and  navies;  but  there  is  no 
power  given  to  the  Government  to  send  them 
beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States; 
yet  no  one  will  say  that  it  was  tbe  intention  of 
the  framers  of  the  Constitution  to  restrict  the 
Government  in  the  use  of  the  Army  and  Navy. 
Whence,  then,  is  the  power  derived  but  from  the 
general  power  of  making  war,  and,  of  course, 
effective  wax?  And,  if  the  general  power  of 
making  war  gives  to  Government  the  right  of 
ssinfT  the  Army  and  Navy  without  the  limits  of 
the  United  States,  why  may  not  the  same  gen- 
eral power  give  the  same  authority  with  respect 
to  the  militia  ?  He  desired  those  gentlemen  who 
contend  that  the  militia  cannot  be  sent  out  of  the 
United  States,  to  answer  this  question. 

But  gentlemen  say,  that  the  Government  has 
Aot  power  to  send  (he  militia  out  of  the  United 
States,  because  the  Constitution  defines  the  pur- 


poses for  which  alone  they  shall  be  used,  viz:* to 
execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insn- 
rectionS)  and  repel  invasions.*^ 

Mr.  C.  said  he  would  call  the  atteotion  of  tke 
Committee  to  two  clauses  in  the  CoDitimiiso 
abready  noticed,  but  not  for  the  same  porpu^ 
CoDgress  is  '*  to  provide  for  organ  izing,  tnsv^ 
and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  for  gorenifii 
such  part  of  them  as  may  be  employed  in  tiie 
service  of  the  United  States."  What  serricel 
For  repelling  invasion  ?  Does  not  ^  the  serrice 
of  the  United  States"  mean  any  service  to  whiek 
that  particular  force  is  applicable?  If  noti&e 
language  would  have  been,  '^as  may  be  emplofei 
in  executing  the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppressug 
insurrections,  and  repelling  invasions." 

Again,  the  Constitution  says :  '*  The  Preadest 
shall  be  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army  aa£ 
Navy  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  militias 
the  several  States,  when  called  into  the  actoil 
service  of  the  United  States."  What  serricel 
The  service  is  spoken  of  eeneraily,  and  mean 
no  doubt,  any  service  to  which  physical  force » 
applicable.  If  intended  only  to  apply  to  the 
three  cases  above  specified,  why  were  they  bs: 
enumerated,  instead  of  speaking  of  the  serria 
generally? 

In  one  of  the  amendments  to  the  Coostitoiin 
it  is  declared,  "That  a  well-regulated  militia  is 
necessary  to  the  security  of  a  free  State."  M 
if  you  limit  the  use  of  the  militia  toexecatiac 
the  laws,  suppressing  insurrections,  and  repelii of 
invasions;  if  you  deny  the  use  of  the  mi)iiiat>> 
make  war,  can  you  say  that  they  are  *^  the  sect- 
rity  of  a  State?"    He  thought  nou 

Gentlemen  ask.  will  you  carry  the  miliiit  out 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  mtkinf 
foreign  conquest?  That  is  not  the  purpose  for 
which  this  volunteer  force  is  wanted.  They  a(« 
wanted  in  a  war  of  defence.  In  making  the  vti 
effective,  conquest  may  become  necessary;  bst 
this  does  not  change  the  character  of  the  wv\ 
there  may  be  no  other  way  of  operating  Q^ 
our  enemy  but  by  taking  possession  of  her  prof* 
inces,  which  adjoin  us. 

The  single  difference  between  the  two  bilkiS) 
who  shall  have  the  power  of  making  the  officers- 
The  proposition  for  vesting  the  power  of  ap- 
pointing the  officers  in  the  President,  consideriss 
the  volunteers  as  militia,  is  Qneonstitotioaal.  v 
the  newer  is  vested  in  the  several  Slates.  6f| 
^ntlemeo  say,  call  the  force  what  you  will;*^' 
It  a  militia  force,  or  a  regular  force;  let  theofi- 
cers  be  appointed  by  the  respective  States  or  tK 
President,  it  matters  but  little.  No  man,  Blr.C 
said,  had  a  higher  opinion  of  the  exalted  rirtoes 
and  eminent  patriotism  of  the  President  tbaa 
he  had.  But  we  ought  to  be  cautious  in  settioe 
precedents ;  bad  precedents  are  always  impo^ 
in  good  times.  Though  the  power  might  not  o^ 
abused  at  present,  it  might  hereafter  be  made  o^ 
of  for  the  worst  purposes.  He  should  have  do 
fear  from  placing  one  hundred  theosaod  o^ 
under  the  present  Executive  of  the  United  Stat^; 
but,  as  our  Constitution  declares  that  '^aweli* 
regulated  militia  is  the  best  security  of  a  i^ 
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State,"  be  shoold  eboose  rather  to  leart  the  ap- 
poioiiDeat  of  the  oflGicets  of  these  rolanteen  in 
ihe  States  respectirelr. 

The  difficulty  whieii  the  geatleman  from  Ver- 
moot  bad  8Ugg;ested,  as  to  the  appointinetit  of 
officers  to  nil  the  pkoes  of  suoh  as  may  become 
vacant,  might  be  provided  for  by  an  amendment. 

Mr.  Pitkin  said,  that  he  rose  to  express  bis 
astooishment  at  some  of  the  doctrines  which  have 
JDst  beea  advaao^  on  this  floor,  and  particularly 
by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
CHEVfis ;)  doctrines,  to  him,  not  less  strange  than 
Dorel.  That  he  could  not  but  fe?  1  alarmed  when 
be  heard  it  declared  that  the  President  of  the 
Uoited  States,  under  the  sanction  of  a  law  of 
Congress,  has  the  power  to  send  the  militia  of 
the  several  States  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  the  purposes  of  offensive  war ;  and 
that  alarm  was  increased  when  the  same  gentle* 
man  bad  not  only  said,  that  this  was  his  own 
opinion,  but  had  atso  declared  to  the  House,  that 
he  nnderstood  that  this  was  the  opinion  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States.  Had  the  gentle* 
man  reflected  for  a  moment,  it  is  presumed  he 
never  would  have  mentioned  in  debate,  that  such 
vas  the  opinion  of  the  President,  on'  this  or  any 
other  subject  before  the  House,  as,  according  to 
the  known  rules  of  order,  we  are  not  to  be  it^* 
formed  of  the  opinions  or  wishes  of  the  President 
of  the  Uoited  States,  ei^ept  by  his  official  com- 
mnnications. 

But,  sir,  whatever  may  be  the  opinion  of  the 
President,  or  any  other  person,  on  this  subject.  I 
cannot  refrain  from  expressing  m^  most  unquali- 
fied dissent  from  such  a  constroctioa  of  the  Con* 
ttitotion.  The  power  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment over  the  militia  of  the  several  States  is 
clearly  and  precisely  defined 'in  the  Constitution 
iUelf.  Thus :  Section  8 — ^' Congress  shall  have 
power  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia^  to 
execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  to  suppress  iosor- 
leciions,  and  to  repel  invasions." 

The  Convention  had  many  difficulties  to  en- 
counter in  the  formation  of  the  Constitution. 
Thirteen  distinct  and  independent  State^  or  sov- 
ereignties, by  their  delegates,  had  met  for  the 
pnrpose  of  forming  a  more  perfect  Union,  and  of 
giving  up  a  part  of  their  State  rights,  and  a  por- 
tion of  their  sovereignty,  to  the  (General  Govern- 
ment. It  cannot,  for  a  moment,  be  supposed,  that 
when  they  were  grantinpf  to  this  General  <Gk>v- 
ernment  extensive  and  important  powers,  they 
•hould  be  inattentive  as  to  the  extent  of  the 
power  with  which  they  should  invest  the  Gov- 
ernment over  their  militia.  They  would  leave 
notbiog  for  construction  on  the  subject.  They, 
therefore,  agreed^  that  in  three  cases,  and  in  three 
cases  only,  Congress  should  have  any  power  or 
control  over  the  militia  of  the  States : 

Ist.  To  execute  the  laws  of  the  .Union. 

2d.  To  suppress  insurrections. 

3d.  To  repel  invasions. 

The  reasons  for  vesting  the  United  States  with 
power  over  the  militia,  to  this  extent,  were  ob- 
vioos.  It  was  important  that  the  General  Gor- 
etamcnt  should  haye  the  pow^r  of  exeeoting 


its  own  laws — this  is  an  essential  requisite  in 
every  Government — it  was  proper,  therefore,  that 
Congress  should  be  authorized  to  call  fortn  the 
militia  in  aid  of  the  civil  power  to  execute  the 
laws  of  the  Union.  It  was  equallv  important^ 
aboj  that  the  United  States  should  have  the 
power  of  preserving  peace  and  tranquillity  within 
their  limits,  and  of  securing  themselves  against 
domestic  enemies.  Very  wisely,  therefore,  were 
Congress  empowered  to  call  forth  the  militia,  or 
the  whole  force  of  the  country,  for  the  purpose 
of  suppressing  insurrections.  And,  sir,  the  United 
States  might  require  the  aid  of  the  militia,  not 
only  to  execute  their  laws  and  to  secure  them- 
selves against  domestic  Aiction,  but  also  for  the 
parpose  of  defence  against  an'  invading  foreign 
enemy.  Ih  this  last  case,  therefore,  Congress  are 
equally  authorized  to  call  upon  the  militia  for 
assistance. 

The  people  of  the  several  States  have  thus, 
sir,  clearly  defined  the  objects  and  purposes  for 
which  we  can  call* forth  the  militia:  and  lest,  by 
implication,  Congress  might,  at  some  time,  en- 
croach upon  the  rights  of  the  people  or  of  the 
States,  it  is  provided  by  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitution,  as  follows:  ^  The  powers  not  dele- 
gated to  the  United  States  by  the  Constitution, 
nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to 
the  States  respectively,  or  to  the  people." 

It  will  be  observed^  that  Congress  have  power 
^  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia,"  dbc. 
In  pursuance  of  this  authority,  acts  were  passed 
in  1792  and  1795.  The  title  of  the  last  act  is  in 
the  very  words  of  the  Constitution:  **  An  act  to 
provide  for  callinir  forth  ihe  militia  to  execute 
the  laws  of  the  UoioO)  suppress  insurrections, 
and  repel  invasions.^' 

By  this  act  provision  is  made,  ^  that  whenerer 
'  the  United  States  shall  be  invaded,  or  be  in  im- 
<  minent  danger  of  invasion,  from  any  foreign 
'  nation  or  Indian  tribe,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
'  President  of  the  Uoited  States  to  call  forth 
'  such  number  of  the  militia  of  the  Sta^e  or  Statea 
'  most  convenient  to  the  place  of  danger,  or  scene 
'  of  action,  as  he  may  judge  necessary,  to  repel 
'  such  invasion,  and  to  issue  his  orders."  dbc. 

By  the  same  act,  the  President  is  also  author- 
ized to  call  forth  the  militia,  to  suppress  insurree* 
tioos.  and  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union. 

Neither  the  framers  of  the  Constitution,  nor 
the  statesmen  who  passed  this  law,  have  ever  en- 
tertained the  idea  that  Congress  had  the  power 
to  employ  the  militia  of  the  States-  in  foreign 
conquest  f  that  no  snch  power  was  ever  granted 
to  the  United  States,  I  aave  been  taught  to  be- 
lieve ever  since  I  have  had  any  knowledge  of  the 
Constitution  or  its  principles;  and  certain  I  am, 
that  snch  an  idea  has  never,  ifntil  this  day,  been 
advanced  on  this  floor. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  said  by  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  if  I  rightly  understood  him, 
that  this  provision  of  the  Constitution  refers  sole- 
ly to  a  state  of  peace ;  that  a  new  state  of  things 
arises  iVom  the  moment  that  Congress  declarea 
war;  that, after  a  declaration  of  war,  which  ia 
one  of  the  highest  acts  of  national  sovereignty,  U 
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follows  that  the  United  States  have  the  power  to 
dispone  of  the  persons  and  property  of  the  whole 
country  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  that  war; 
and  that,  if  it  should  be  an  ofienshre  war,  they 
have  power  to  march  the  militia  ovt  of  the  limits 
of  the  United  States  for  the  purpose  of  foreign 
eonquest.  The  arguments  of  the  gentleman  are 
ingenious,  but  destitute  of  any  solid  foundation. 
Congress,  it  is  true,  have  the  pOwer  to  declare 
war;  but  where,  let  me  ask,  is  that  part  of  the 
Constitution  which  says  that  the  power  of  Coh- 
ffress  over  the  militia,  is  greater  or  more  extensive 
u  time  of  war  than  in  time  of  peace  ?  It  can- 
not be  pretended  Jthat  there  is  express  provision 
to  this  effect.  It  can  arise,  then,  only  by  impli- 
cation. It  is  a  new  and  strange  mode  of  con- 
etrutog  this  instrument  to  say,  that  where  special 
and  limited  powers  are  given  on  anv  subject,  that 
these  powers  may  be  extended  or  enlarged,  merely 
bf  the  exercise  of  other  powers  given  by  the 
same  instrument.  I  cannot,  sir,  for  a  moment, 
admit  the  nosition,  that,  in  consequence  of  a  dec- 
•laration  or  war,  Congress  have  the  power  of  dis- 
posing of  the  persons  and  property  of  the  coun- 
try to  the  extent  contended  for.  To  enable  the 
United  States  to  carry  on  a  war,  Congress  are 
authorized  *Uo  raise  and  support  armies;"  '*to 
l^rovide  and  maintain  a  Navy."  These  are  the 
instruments  by  which  the  United  States  are  ena- 
bled to  carry  on  a  war,  either  offensive  or  defen- 
sive. And  when  the  territory  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  invaded  by  a  foreign  nation,  in 
addition  to  these,  the  militia  can  be  called  upon 
to  take  a  part  in  this  defensive  war,  to  repel  such 
invasion.  The  power,  sir,  which  the  States  have 
retained  over  their  militia  is  the  sure9t,  nay  the 
only  effectual,  safeguard  of  their  rights,  against 
the  encroachments  of  the  Gkneral  Government. 
If  Congress,  in  consequence  of  a  mere  declara- 
tion of  war,  have  the  power  to  order  the  militia 
of  the  States  out  of  the  limits  ^f  the  United 
States  for  the  purpose  of  foreign  conquests,  the 
State  governments  mav  not  only  be  wealnnned, 
but  they  may  be  annioilated.  If  they  can  be 
ordered  to  Canada,  they  can  be  ordered  to  Ja- 
maica, to  the  East  Indies,  to-China,  to  Japan. 
And  in  this  way  a  State  may  at  once  be  deprived 
of  all  its  effective  force.  But,  sir,  let  us  attend  to 
the  consequences  of  this  new  construction  given 
10  the  Constitution  in  another  point  of  view.  So 
jealous  were  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  power  conferred  upon  Congress  to  raise  and 
support  armies,  that  they  thought  it  necessary  to 
place  a  check  upon  the  exercise  of  this  power,  by 
providing  ''that  no  appropriation  of  money  to 
that  use  should  be  for  a  longer  term  than  two 
years." 

If  the  doctrine  now  contended  for  is  to  prevail, 
what  check  is  there  against  the  appropriation  of 
money  to  support  the  militia  in  service  for  as 
long  a  time  as  Congress  may  think  proper  ?  It 
is  only  to  declare  war ;  it  is  only  fof  ut  to  create 
the  tiecessity  for  calling  forth,  the  militia,  and 
then,  sir,  we  mey  call  them  forth  to  effect  the 
objects  of  that  war,  whatever  they  may  be,  for  as 
Jpfig  a  tioie  as  we  may  judge  otcesar y  $ 


mav  also  appropriate  moarey  for  thetr'tnpport,  for 
as  long  a  term  as  we  think  proper.   Asd  here, 
sir,  permit  me  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Hoose 
to  tnb  important  distinction  betweea  the  por- 
poses  for  calling  forth  the  militia,  provided  in  the 
Constitution,  and  that  which,  by  this  sew  eaa- 
struetion,  we  are  called  upon  to  make.  By  tbe 
Constitution  we  are  not  empowered  to  cill  theia 
forth  in  consequenee  of  any  act  of  onr  own,  bat 
in  consequence  of  the  acts  of  Others.    Wlien  the 
laws  of  the  Union  are  violated ;  when  domestic 
enemies «re  arrayed  against  the  Geoertl  Goven- 
moot,  and  when  the  territory  .of  the  Uoited  States 
is  invaded  by  a  foreign  nation,  we  thea  call  the 
militia  to  ottr  aid. 

But,  sir,  the  Constitution  savs  to  ns,  when  yos 
yourselves,  by  your  own  acts,  by  a  declatatios  cT 
war,  or  in  any  way,  mdertake  to  create  the  pa^ 
pose  or  necessity  for  calling  them  forth,  yoa  sbiE 
not  have  the  power  to  do  it ;  or,  io  other  voFih) 
^ou  shall,  not  nave  the  power  to  employ  the  mili- 
tia in  foreign  conquests.  Sir,  the  King  of  Grrtc 
Britain,  with  whom  rests  the  power  of  peMeand 
war,  cannot  send  the  militia  out  of  the  kiogdoB. 
A  gendeman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Wbiobt)  sits 
that  he  ia  restrained  by  an  act  of  ParliamcDt 
Agreed,  sir ;  he  is  restrained  from  doing  it  by  t 
superior  power,  by  the  power  of  the  Parlianest, 
which,  in  this  respect,  is  superior  to  his.  Id  this 
country,  sir,  the  Constitution,  which  is  the  set  of 
the  people,  restrains  Mi  from  doing  the  stxie 
thing.; 

I  ask,  sir,  to  address  you,  merely  for  the  ptff* 
pose  of  entering  my  protest  against  the  prioeipici 
and  doctrines  this  oay  advanced  bv  the  geoik^ 
man  from  South  Carolina ;  a  gentleman  whose 
talents  I  respect,  and  whose  opinions  are  entided 
to  no  small  share  of  weight  in  this  House  tod 
elsewhere.  The  remarks  I  have  made  flowed 
from  the  impube  of  the  moment,  and  were  nsdc 
without  premeditation  and  without  method,  sod 
I  have  been  led,  from  the  nature  of  the  sobjeet, 
to  proceed  further  than  I  had  intended. 

When  we  are,  as  many  gentlemen  have  oftes 
said,  during  the  present  session,  on  the  eve  of  a 
war,  the  avowed  object  of  which  is  to  uke  pos- 
session of  Canada,  I  could  not  bm  feel  ahirined, 
that  such  sentiments  were  entertamed,  not  oslf 
by  the  gentlenmn  from  South  Carolina,  but.  is 
he  informs  us,  bv  the  President  of  the  Uoiud 
States,  to  whom  the  Constitution  has  commhied 
the  power  of  carrying  on  the  war.  Indeed,  sir, 
my  mind  recoils  at  the  idea,  that  my  constitoeots, 
living,  as  they  do,  along  an  extensive  setcoest, 
with  their  towns  and  villeges  exposed  to  the  nr- 
ages  of  the  first  invader,  might  soon  be  liable  to 
be  called  upon  to  leave  their  families  and  their 
firesides,  and  to  risk  their  lives  under  the  wslls  of 
Cluebec.  I  could  not,  sir,  refrain  from  expression 
my  opinion,  that,  by  the  Constitution,  they  coold 
not  thus  be  compiled,  to  march  into  a  foreign 
country  without  their  oonaent.  But,  sir,  wbai- 
ever- acta  we  may  pass  on  this  subject,  we  caonot 
alter  the  Constitution;  the  people  of  the  United 
StatCdB  will  judge  whethei  they  are  in  confonnitf 
with  the  powers  which  nre  delegated  lo  ns  or  not; 
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sod  a  collision  may  ensue,  Which  woold  be  fatal 
to  tbe  best  interests  of  this  country. 

A  motion  wa6  made  that  tbe  Commiltee  rise 
iDd  have  leave  to  sit  again.    Lost— 52  to  39. 

Mr.  N-EL80N  rose,  and  made  some  prefatory 
remarks,  and  proceeded  fo  ffive  his  reasons  in 
fiTor  of  the  bill  before  the  Committee,  and  also 
igainst  any  constructions  of  the  Constitution  by 
implication — when,  a  motion  being  again  made 
for  the  Committee  to  rise^  it  was  carried,  and  the 
Hoose  adjourned. 


MoNOAY,  January  13. 

Mr.  MiLN OR  presented  a  petition  of  John  Bio- 
ren^  W.  J.  Duane,  and  R.  C.  Weightman,  pray- 
ing the  patronage  and  aid  of  Congress,  in  printing 
toewand  complete  edition  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  8tates.-^Referred  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  MiLNOB.  Mr.  Chevbb,  and  Mr.  GnuNor, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

Tbe  Spbaker  laid  before  the  House-  a  letter 
corering  a  protest  by  James  Dill  ftud  Peter  Jones, 
two  of  the  members  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  Indiana  Territory,  against  the  me* 
moritl  of  that  body  praying  Congress  to  admit 
the  said  Territory  into  the  Union  as  a  State,  on 
an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States.— Refer- 
red  to  the  commiltee  to  whom  the  said  memorial 
has  been  referred.    . 

The  Spbakbr  also  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmit- 
tisff  a  statement  of  public  moneys  now  deposited 
in  banks,  abd  in  what  banks  deposited,  a iid  show- 
ing the  greatest  amount  in  each  bank,  at  any  pe- 
riod, since  the  fourth  of  March  last ;  and,  also,  the 
mottot  deposited  in  each  bank,  on  the  thirtieth 
of  September  last^r— Ordered  to  He  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WiLLiAM8.from  the  Committee  on  the  MiU 
itary  Establishment,  to  whom  was  referred  tbe 
bill  from  the  Senate,  ^*  for  the  establishment  of  a 
tuartermaster'a  department,"  reported  tbe  same 
with  amendments;  which  were  read,  and,  together 
with  the  bill,  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr^  Sbybebt, 

RtMdved^  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  di- 
rected to  lay  before  this  House  a  lifit  of  the  names 
of  persons  who  have  invented  any  new  or  useful 
art,  machine,  manufacture,  or  composition  of  mat- 
ter, or  any  improvement  thereon,  and  to  whom 
patents  have  issued  for  the  same  from  that  of- 
iee,  subsequent  to  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  De- 
cember, One  thousand  ei^ht  hundred  and  ten,  with 
the  dates  and  general  objects  of  such  patents ;  and 
also  that  the  Secretary  of  State  be  directed  to  lay 
an  annual  report  before  this  House,  embracing  the 
above  objects. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Pitkin,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  in^ire  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what 
alterations  are  necessary  to  be  made  in  the  act  or 
acts  *< concerning  Consuls  and  Vice  Consul^;" 
with  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  PiTKtN,  Mr.  Bbeckbnridgb,  and  Mr.  Mit- 
CHiLL,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jenn iiios, 


Resolved^  That  tbe  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands' be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  vesting  in  the  Legislature  of  the  Indiana  Ter- 
ritory, such  portion  of  the  township  of  land  lying 
in  tbe  District  of  Vincennes,  which  was  located 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  the  use  of  a 
Seminary  of  Learning,  as  may  be  considered  suf- 
ficient for  the  establishment  of  a  Seat  of  Jostice, 
in  a- contemplated  new  county,  in  the  said  Terri- 
tory, by  a  division  of  the  county  of  Knox. 

VOLUNTEER  CORPS. 

Mr.  Little  called  up  his  resolution  respecting 
captures  made  by  Great  Britain  of  Americftn  ves* 
nets  and  property  ;  but  all  amendment  being  mov- 
ed to  add  *'  and  any  other  Government,"  some  de- 
bate ensued,  which  was  interrupted  by 

Mr.  Porter,  who  said,  though  the  information 
which  this  resolution  called  for  was  desirable,  he 
thought  a  disctission  upon  it  ought  not  to  prevent 
a  progress  with  more  important  public  business. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  the  resolniion  would  be  suf« 
fered  to  lie  upon  the  table  for  the  present,  and 
that  the  House  would  take  up  the  bill  authorizing 
the  President  to  accept  of  a  volunteer  corps. 

The  motion  was  carried,  and  the  House  accord- 
ingly resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  said  bilU 

Mr.  Nelson  rose  and  observed  that  he  had 
caught  so  violent  a  cold  since  Saturday,  that  he 
feared  he  shotild  not  be  able  to  make  himself 
heard ;  and  then  proceeded  for  a  few  minutes  with 
his  remarks,  but  his  hoarseness  was  so  great  that 
he  was  nnaole  to  proceed. 

Mr.  MiLNOR  faid,  that  an  opinion  had  been  ad- 
vanced and  maintained  in  the  debate  upon  this 
bill  on  Saturday  last,  by  an  honorable  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Cbeves.)  of  so  novel 
and  extraordinary  a  nature,  that  he  lelt  it  his  duty 
to  oppose  it;  that  he  entered  upon  this  duty  reluc- 
tantly and  unexpectedly,  having  hoped  that  dur* 
ing  the  remarks  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Nelson,)  he  would  have  been  ena- 
bled further  to  arrange  his  ideas,  or  (what  was  to 
him  still  more  desirable)  have  beeti  prevented,  by 
the  lucid  exposition  of  that  gentleman,  whose 
views  on  this  subject  Mr.  M.  understood  to  be 
congenial  with  his  own,  from  at  all  troubling  the 
Committee.  The  indisposition  which  prevented 
Mr.  Nelson  from  proceeding,  and  which  waa 
much  to  be  regretted,  rendered  it  necessary  that 
some  other  member  should  take  his  place  upon 
the  floor;  which  Mr.  M.  said  he  had  ventured  to 
do,  although  unprepared,  and  laboring  under  the 
disadvantage  of  having  been  unavoidably  pre- 
vented from  hearing  a  part  of  the  argument  of  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina.  The  opinion 
advanced  by  that  gentleman  was,  that  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  had  a  right  to  order  the 
militia  of  the  United  States  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  nation,  for  the  purpose  of  foreign  offensive  hos- 
tilities. Had  this  singular  sentiment  been  thrown 
out  as  a  mere  casual  suggestion  in  the  course  of 
an  animated  debate,  or  proceeded  from  the  wild 
and  healed  declamation  of  some  of  the  actors  on 
this  fijoKir,  I  would  not,  said  Mr'.  M.,  have  been  at 
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-all  surprised.  But,  sir^  I  am  alarmed  br  the  re- 
spectability of  the  source  from  which  this  dan- 
gerous principle  comes.  It  is  giv^en  to  us  as  the 
deliberate  result  of  the  reasonings  of  the  cultivated 
and  philosophical  mind  of  a  gentleman  rankiog 
high  in  the  general  estimation  of  his  fellow  mem- 
bers for  political  knowledge  and  personal  integ- 
rity. It  is  propounded  to  us  with  great  solemnity 
of  language  and  of  manner,  and  it  is  said  to  be 
supported  by  the  sanction  of  Executive  opinion. 
The  President  of  the  United  States,  we  are  told, 
feels  no  difficulty  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Cheveb  said,  that  his  allusion  to  the  opin- 
ion of  the  President  was  not  from  any  personal 
coayersation  with  that  gentleman  ;  that  it  had 
been  mentioned  to  him  on  the  floor,  and  he  merely 
gave  it  as  he  would  that  of  any  other  gentleman 
well  able  to  construe  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  MiLNOR  proceeded. — Putting outof  the  scale 
the  weight  of  Presidential  authority,  that  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  himself,  on  a  Constitutional 
question,  is  sufficient  to  induce  an  attentive,  exam- 
ination of  its  soundness  and  propriety.  It  bad 
bee 6  intimated  by  an  honorable  member  from 
Kentucky.  (Mr.  Johnson,)  that  this  discussion 
was  irrelevant  to  the  subject  before  the  Commit- 
tee. The  suggestion  was  not  very  compliment- 
ary to  the  member  by  whom  the  subject  was  intro- 
duced. But,  said  Mr.  M.^  I  consider  it  all-Impor- 
tant that  the  President,  if  this  bill  passes,  should 
be  under  no  mistake  as  to  the  views  of  this  House, 
with  respect  to  the  employment  of  the  forces 
placed  under  his  direction,  and  especially  of  that 
part  of  them  which  consists  of  militia.  I  am,  for 
one,  not  willing  to  confide  wholly  to  the  Presi- 
djent  the  decisfon  of  this  important  question,  I 
am  not  apt,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  sound  alarms,  but 
I  have  always  thought  there  was  great  safety  in 
constantly  watching  for  the  preservation  of  the 
great  charter  of  our  liberties,  and  in  maintaining 
an  extreme  sensibility  to  the  slightest  proposed 
infraction  of  its  valuable  provisions.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia^  (Mr.  Nelson,),  in  his  pref- 
atory remarks,  noticed  the  variety  of  opinion  which 
has  been  entertained,  as  to  the  mode  of  constru- 
ipg  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  imputing 
to  the  Federalists  a  disposition  to  favor  an  en- 
larged construction,  with  a  view  to  the  increase 
of  the  powers  of  the  Genera]  Government^  and 
the  contrary  inclination  to  the  party*  with  which 
be  generally  acts.  There  are,  certamly,  extremes 
upon  this  as  upon  every  other  subject.  It  was 
manifested  in  the  debate  on  the  question  of  grant- 
ing a  charter  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
where  Congress  refused  to  exercise  a  power,  in 
my  opinion,  necessary  for  carrying  into  effect  those 
expressly  delegated.  There  may  have  been  too 
much  liberality  of  construction,  on  the  other  hand, 
sometimes  applied.  The  true  medium  lies  in  not 
granting  to  the  Government  any  powers  but  those 
expressly  detailed  in  the  Constitution,  or  una- 
voidably incident,  and,  in  the  language  of  tjie  in- 
strument itself,  *' necessary  and  proper  for  carry- 
'  ing  into  execution  the  powers  vested  by  it  in  the 
'  Government  of  the  United  States^  or  in  some 
*  department  or  officer  thereof."    This  is  the  prio* 


ciple  by  which  my  eoostroctioo  will  be  isQidei 
The  power  of  sendinfl^  the  militia  of  the  United 
States  beyond  their  limits,  results,  we  are  loki, 
from  the  sovereignty  of  the  nation  resting  is  the 
hands  of  the  General  Government.  And  my  kia- 
orable  friend  from  South  Carolina  hasiadQl^edB 
with  a  definition  of  tovereignty  :  **  It  is  the  right  of 
disposini^  of  the  persons  and  property  of  the  peo- 
ple." Sir,  I  deny,  that  under-  this  denoiiicnof  ibe 
term  90verjsi^nly,  itcan.  wjth  any  correctDess,  be 
applied  to  the  General  Government.  The  (nm 
and  texture  of  this  Government  are  difiereat  fros 
those  of  all  other  nations.  The  sovereignty  isa 
here  with  the  American  people.  If  the  doctnse 
of  the  popular  political  writers  of  Great  Bntus 
be  irtie,  that,  even  there,  circumstances  may  occr 
to  authorize  the  resumption  of  sovereignty  by  ix 
people,  it  is  still  more  clear,  that,  in  this  btpjrT 
cofintry,  the  people  have  never  parted  witk  it, 
but^  having  merely  granted  to  their  Goveromea: 
certain  restricted  powers,  the  remaiaiog  poriios 
still  rests  with  themselves.  The  powers  referrei 
to  are  limited  and  restricted,,  both  with  respect  u 
their  operation  on  the  people  and  upon  the  §or- 
ernmeots  of  the  particular  States;  and  the  peea* 
liarity  of  the  provisions  of  the  Constiiutioa  im- 
parting these  powers,  as  well  as  the  known  jealoim 
as  to  their  e^ttent,  which  existed  at  the  time  of 
its  adoption^  clearly  prove  that  the  Conveatm 
never  intended  to  bestow,  by  implicatioo,  oks 
the  General  Government^  powers  greater  thii 
those  expressly  given.  In  reference  to  the  eoot- 
mous  one  suggested  by  the  geniiemaa  from  Srau 
Carolina,  it  ts  too  mach  to  suppose  that  that  vi« 
and  patriatio  body  intended  coverdy  to  gire  u 
implied  power,  which,  if  only  done,  wooTd  ban 
hazarded  the  adoption  of  their  s:reat  work  by  tb« 
several  States  of  the  Union.  Sir,  I  can  searcelf 
think  that  the  Federalists,  who  exerted  themseira 
at  that  time  of  day  in  its  ftivor,  would  hire  dooe 
so,  had  they  believed  it  to  include  in  iu  grant « 
powers  the  dangerous  one  contended  for  br  ibe 
honorable  member  from  South  Carolina.  Dol 
improperly  term  it  a  dangerouB  power  1  Is  it  ^^ 
strong  a  term  for  a  prerogative  supposed  to  bs 
vested  in  the  President  of  sending  the  freemeo  ot 
this  country — as  it  was  correctly  stated  by  ar 
.  honorable  friend  from  Connecticut  on  Saiarday-- 
not  only  to  the  Northern  and  Southern  limits  <i 
this  Continent,  but  to  any  part  of  the  immeoff 
regions  of  Europe,  Asia,  or  Africa  ? 

If,  from  the  nature  of  our  Government,  foaaw 
as  it  is  in  compact,  and  restricted  in  the  exerctf 
of  its  power,  both  as  regards  the  indepeodeo« 
and  rights  of  the  State  f^rovemments,  aod  tbeii^ 
erties  of  the  people,  it  be— as  \  contend  it  vr-i 
violation  of  its  principles  to  invest  those  wh«>^' 
minister  its  concerns  with  powers  not  expressif 
granted,  or  necessary  to  carry  into  executios  tbo« 
that  are,  then  it  becomes  us  to  examine  tbe  Coo* 
stitution  itself,  to  ascertain  whether  it  coDtain 
any  provision  to  which  a  construction  farorabie 
to  this  doctrine  can  fairly  be  given.  Oo  aii^"/' 
jects  which  actually  engaged  the  attentioa  of  |Be 
Convention,  on  which  they  utoquestiooably  <!»"' 
erated  and  acted,  and  have  given  us  the  result  I'l 
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beir  deliberations,  in  termi  clearly  expressed  in 
beConstitulioD  itself,  there  is  no  room  left  for  sup- 
osiDg  an  inteatioa  to  grant  implied  powers,  dif- 
>rent  in  their  nature,  and  more  vast  in  their 
KteDt,  than  those  they  have  detailed.  It  would 
e  preposterous  and  absurd — a  reflection  both  on 
leir  wisdom  and  patriotism-^to  indulge  sach  a 
ipposilion.  I  do  not.  I  repeat,  now  allude  to  such 
owers,  as,  in  conducting  the  afiairs  of  the  Gov* 
TDment,  maf  frequently  be  required  for  execut- 
ig  those  actually  detailed,  the  exercise  of  which 
ezpresslv  autjiorized  by  the  clause  in  the  Con- 
itutiou  already  referred  to. .  . 
The  eighth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Con- 
itulion  contains  the  enumerated  powers  of  the 
reQeral  Government*  The  following  clauses  are 
lose  which  relate  to  war,  and  to  the  employment 
f  the  several  kinds  of  force  placed  in  its  irnhdsi 
"  CongrecB  f hall  have  power  to  declare  war,  grant 
iters  of  marq^oe  and  reprisal,  and  make  rules  concern- 
tg  captares  on  land  and  water ; 
"  To  raise  and  support  armies ;  but  no  appropriation 
r  money  to  that  use  shall  be  for  a  longer  term  than 
»o  ycara ; 

"  To  provide  and  maintain  a  navy ; 
"To  make  rules  for  the  government  and  regulation 
tthe  land  and  naval  forces ; 

**  To  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute 
\t  laws  of  the  Vhionj  suppress  insurreetiom,  and  repel 
itanons ; 

"  To  pronde  for  organnring,  armmg,  and  disciplin- 
ig  the  militia«  and  for  governing  snch  part  of  them  as 
Wf  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
tuning  to  the  SiaUs  respeetiveltf  the  appointment  of 
\e  officers,  and  the  authority  of  traianingthe  milUiOi 
ceordiog  to  the  disci(iline  prescribed  by  Congress.'' 

Aodffor  the  purpose  of  governing  the  construe- 
ion  of  these  and  tiie  other  express  grants  of  power 
n  the  Constitution,  and  to  guard  against  danger- 
Q$  stretches  of  authority  by  the  Government,  the 
leventh  and  twelfth  articles  of  the  amendments 
0  that  instrument  provide: 

"That  the  enumeration  in  the  Constitution  of  cer- 
lin  rights  ahall  not  be  construed  to  deny  or  disparage 
^en  retained  1^  the  people ;  and  that 

"The  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States  by 
tie  GoDstitation,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are 
uerved  to  the  States  respectively,  or  to  the  jpeople.'' 

The  mere  exhibition  of  these  clauses  of  the  Con- 
tuution  is. a  more  forcible  refutation  of  the  doc- 
rioe  than  the  most  labored  argument  could  fUr- 
ibb.  Does  not  every  one  at  once  perceive  the 
marked  disiinctioa  between  armies  which  Con- 
tess  are  invested  with  the  power  to  raise,  and 
ailiiia  governed,  except  when  called  into  actual 
ervice,  by  the  regulations  of  their  own  States  ? 

The  power  to  raise  armies  and  to  provide  a  navy 
mnaed lately  follows,  and  is  closely  connected  with 
bat  of  making  war.  This  important  subject  be- 
Qg  provided  for,  the  militia — always  regarded  as 

most  essential  safeguard  of  the  oatipn — next 
laims  the  attention  of  that  Convention.  But, 
he  wise  statesmen  and  excellent  men  who  com- 
posed that  body  did  not  go  on  to  alarm  the  great 
^^S  of  the  citizens  with  the  prospect  of  being 
>iible  to  be  called  beyond  the  limiU  of  the  United 
>tates,  to  assist  the  GoTTemmeot  ia  the  prosecu- 


tion of  a  foreign  war.  On  t be  con  tra  r y.  t bey  gua  rd 
against  such  an  apprehension  by  giving  the  Gov- 
ernment authority  to  raise  armies — to  employ 
mercenaries  to  prosecute  the  war  which  they 
mi^ht  declare.  To  the  great  body  of  effective 
citizens,  constituting  the  militia  of  the  several 
States,  they  assign  appropriate  and  defined  duties, 
manifestly^  intending  to  distinguish  them — as  in 
name,  so  in  employment — from  the  other  descrip- 
tion of  force.  To  the  militia,  are  three  important 
services  only  assigned — first,  to  execute  the  laws 
of  the  Union. 

It  was,  no  doubt,  well  considered  to  be  more 
congenial  to  the  nature  of  our  free  institutions, 
and  to  the  character  and  feelings  of  our  people, 
that  if  in  any  unhappy  instance  any  portion  of 
their  people  should  be  misled  into^  hostility  against 
the  laws,  the  Government  should  call  to  its  aid 
those  i^ho  remain  true  to  their  duties,  rather  thaa 
resqrt  to  the  aid  of  a  mercenary  army. 

In  the  instances  of  opp6sition  to  the  laws  which 
occurred  some  years  ago  in  the  State  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  represent,  the  ffood  effects  of 
this  salutary  provision  were  manifest.  To  their 
fellow-citizens,  arrayed  on  the  side  of  order  and 
government,  the  insurgents  readily  submitted, 
and  the  effusiom  of  human  blood  was  thereby  pre* 
vented.  This  branch  of  employment,  like  that 
which  follows  it — the  suppressing  of  insurrections 
— is  in  its  nature  wholly  domestic;  it  gives  em-* 
ployment  to  the  militia  only  within  the  limits  of 
the  United  States.  The  third  and  last  dtjty  im- 
posed on  this  body,  is  *'  to  repel  invasions."  Can 
U  be  believed,  Mr.  Chairman,  that,  under  the 
pretext  of  repelling  invasions,  it  was  intended  to 
authorize  this  Government  to  send  the  militia  in 
the  pursuit  of  foreign  conquest  1  Was  there  any 
such  eenttinent  prevalent  at  the  time  the  Consti- 
tution was  adopted,  or  did  any  object  of  desire 
exist  that  could  lead  to  the  prospect  of  our  being 
mad  enough  to  go  abroad  after  new  acquisitiona 
of  territory,  to  be  gained  by  force?  We  had  not 
been  very  long  dismembered  from  the  British 
empire.  Gentlemen  will  scarcely  suppose,  that, 
with  such  feelings  as  then  pervaded  the  public 
mind,  her  example  in  seeking  new  conquests  in 
all  parts  of  the  globe  was  about  to  be  imitated  in 
this  new  and  rising  and  virtuous  Republic.  If 
the  members  of  that  Convention  had  been  asked, 
Do  you  intend,  that,  under  the  mask  of  repelling 
invasion,, the  militia  shall  be  marched  to  Canada 
and  the  walls  of  Quebec,  what  would  they  have 
answered  ? 

Mr.  Chbvbs  here  said,  that  he  did  not  contend 
that  the  power  of  marching  the  militia  out  of  ihe 
United  States  was  derived  from  the  clause  alluded 
to ;  but  that  Ihe  power  to  declare  war  being  givea 
to  Congress,  and  being  a  most  important  attribute 
of  sovereignty,  the  power  for  which  he  contended, 
followed  of  course. 

Mr.  MiLNOR  proceeded. — Sir,  I  a^k  the  honor* 
able  gentleman's  pardon.  I  had  understood  hioi 
to  argue,  that^  as  in  the  performance  of  the 
acknowledged  duty  of  repelling  invasion,  the 

Cassage  of  the  militia  beyond  the  frontiers  of  the 
United  jStates  might  be  unavoidable,  the  precise 
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distance  to  which  they  might  be  led  could  not  be 
fixed;  and  that,  for  the  efiiectual  obtainment  of 
the  object  of  repeliiog  invasion,  the  militia  might 
be  carried  to  Quebec,  and  the  conquest  of  the 
country  ensue  therefrom.  It  is  probable  I  may 
only  have  heard  the  argument  urged  in  private 
conversation. 

The  power  contended  for  is,  then,  to  be  consid- 
ered as  a  concomitant  of  the  right  to  declare  war. 
The  error  of  this  argument  consists  in  the  appli- 
catioD  of  a  principle  to  our  Government  wholly 
unfitted  to  it,  when  the  manner  of  its. formation, 
the  nature  of  its  provisions,  and  its  practical  oper- 
ation, are  considered.  Our  Government  is  found- 
ed on  express  compact ;  its  nature  is  defined  and 
fixed  l^y  a  written  instrument ;  and  it  cannot  be 
made  to  bear  upon- the  peo|»le  or  the  States  in  any 
other  manoer  than  thai  oneinally  prescribed.  If 
the  power  to  declare  war  nad  stood  alone,  it  is 
not  necessary  to  inquire- how  far  it  would  have 
empowered  the  Government  to  extend  the  opera- 
tions of  the  militia.  But  my  honorable  friend, 
who,  like  myself,  has  been  conversant  with  studies 
connected  with  the  legal  profession,  well  knows 
the  maxim  constantly  applied  to  (he  construction 
of  statutes,  as  well  as  to  the  contracts  of  indi- 
viduals :  JExprenio  unvua  tat  exciuno  tUteriuB, 
Where  the  party  is  empowered  to  do  certain  spe-> 
cified  things,  it  excludes  the  power  to  do  other 
things  affecting  the  interests  ot  the  other  party  to 
the  contract.  Sir,  here  is  the  contract,  from  which 
all  your  public  authority  is  derived:  The  very 
subject  about  which  we  are  differing  is  here  pro- 
vided for.  The  parties  to  this  instrument,  as  to 
this  object,  have  certainly  left  nothing  to  the  dan* 
^rous  experiment  of  construction  and  implica- 
tion. 

You  may  declare  war — offensive  "vi^ar  if  you 
please,  uncongenial  as  it  is  with  the  sentiments 
and  feelings  of  the  American  people.  You  may 
raise  armies — you  may,  by  the  consent  Of  the  indi- 
viduals, and  of  the  State  governments  under 
which  they  reside,  convert  your  volunteers  into 
enlisted  soldiers,  zou  then  make  them,  by  their 
consent,  part  of  your  regular  army.  But  until 
you  do  so  by  contract,  and  not  by  compulsion, 
the  army,  as  to  external  offensive  operations, 
must  be  considered  a  distinct  body  from  the  mili- 
tia. There  is  great  weight  in  the  remarks  of  my 
friend  from  Connecticut,  with  respect  to  the  re- 
striction of  two  years  imposed  on  Congress  in 
appropriatiog  money  for  the  maintenance  of  an 
armjr*  As  to  the  regular  troops  no  invasion  of 
this  important  limitation  can  be  made;  but  if  the 
President  possesses  unbounded  discretion  as  to 
the  emplovment  of  the  militia  externatlv  and  in- 
fernally, tnen  Coofress  also  are  freed  from  the 
fetters  of  this  wholesome  provision,  and  money 
may  be  appropriated,  not  only  for  two,  but  for 
any  number  of  years  to  maintain  your  militia 
sent  out  of  the  countrv  by  compulsion  in  pursuit 
of  foreign  concjuest.  Is  the  honorable  gentleman 
aware  of  the  immense  danger  of  his  doctrine  ? 
Upon  the  principle  he  contends  for,  the  President 
and  Congress  may  wield  the  whole  mass  of  the 
mi)itia,  m  any  manner  and  for  any  time  they 


may  think  proper.  Let  me  ask  if  this  be  not  u 
important  question — ^if  there  can  arise  ose  mon 
important  9  In  the  establishment  of  the  Federal 
Government,  no  doubt  the  people  foresaw  tlm 
occasions  misht  arise  when  it  would  be  necessary 
for  them  to  ^ht  pro  oris  et  fods,  when  assaitd 
by  hostile  opposition  to  the  laws,  by  insorrectioi, 
by  territorial  invasion;  but  it  was  scarcely  nti- 
cipated  that  a  right  would  be  claimed  bj  09 
rulers  to  lay  their  hands  upon  our  persoos  10 
force  us  into  foreign  war,  and  thus  transfortn  oa 
mild  and  free  Republic  into  the  grossest  tjiusf. 
Sir,  let  the  small  States  beware  if  this  doctriie 
be  true*  They  may  easilv  be  destroyed.  Tka 
militia  called  from  their  homes  into  foreign  ser. 
vice,  the  liberty  and  the  property  of  their  citiies 
would  be  at  the  mercy  or  the  Government.  Tk 
exercise  of  this  monstrous  power  would  be  win* 
out  restriction  01  control.  A  Virginia  Preid^:: 
might  spare  the  militia  ofHiis  own  State.  Ui 
pleased  his  fancy  the  militia  of  Vermont  n\^\ 
be  marched  to  a  sultry  southern  cjimate,  uocoi- 
genial  with  their  constitutions  and  habits,  is 
make  a  conquest  of  the  Floridas,  while  those  S) 
the  southward  might  be  sent  on  a  wild-gooie 
chase  to  the  deserts  of  Nova  Scotia.  Let  as  1: 
once  exhibit  a  marked  disapprobation  of  tias 
alarming  doctrine.  We  have  hitherto  manifested 
great  forbearance  and  patience  under  the  wroogs 
we  have  suffered  from  the  two  great  belligereBis 
of  Europe.  It  has  resulted  from  a  fondness  k 
peace,  a  hatred  for  war.  and  these  sentiocBU 
have  been  .attended  by -an  utter  aversion  tcik 
policy  of  making  foreign  conquests,  if  oar  pro- 
ciples  on  the  latter  topic  are  now  to  be  abaadoaii 
let  the  work  be  undertaken  bv  an  army  of  mer* 
cenaries.  Let  not  the  great  body  of  oar  peopk 
be  subjected  to  a  military  conscription  for  suchi 
purpose..  If  they  unite  in  the  object,  let  it  be 
willingly  and  not  by  compulsion.  God  (M 
we  should  adopt  any  other  plan  ! 

This  House  will,  I  trust,  crush  in  its  first  bod* 
ding  the  monstrous  principle  to  which  I  iiart 
given  my  feeble  opposition.  My  honorable  friead 
will,  I  hope,  himself  abandon  it,  and  aekowledgc 
that  he  has  not,  in  this  instance,  applied  hisosoi 
talents  of  investigation,  nor  foreseen  the  coose 
quence  of  his  <  doctrine.  The  people  will  at  sil 
events  never  submit  to  it.  Paasyonr  acts,  boi 
not  a  militiaman  will  march.  The  State  gor- 
emments  will  not  permit  you  to  force  their  od- 
zens  into  a  war  of  conquest  and  invasion,  wliiek 
will  certainly  array  one  part  of  your  commanitT 
against  the  other.  I  desire  not  to  excite  s  spint 
of  hostility  to  the  Gbvernment — but  for  ooe^  I 
prize  the  enjoyment  of  Constitutional  liberty  ^ 
dearly  to  surrender  it  at  the  mandate  of  any  Got- 
ernment — its  unconstitutional  invasion  I  w<nild 
resist  at  the  hazard  of  mv  fortune  and  mj  life. 

Mr.  Macon  said,  on  tnis  great  Consutotiooal 
question,  the  best  way  of  coming  to  a  corrMt(i^ 
cision  is  for  members  to  express  their  opioioss 
freely  opon  it.  According  to  the  theorf  of  ^ 
Government,.  Mr.  M.  observed,  it  required  tbe 
State  governments  and-  the  General  Gore/DffleK 
to  form  the  nation,  and  the  two  OoveniBic&^ 
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jght  to  act  in  unison ;  they  eannot  work  well  in 
ly  other  war.  In  some  respects  the  Constitu- 
}n  i^ards  tne  rights  of  each.  When' powers 
e  given  to  the  Gkneral  Gbvernment  by  the 
onstitation  they  are  expressly  taken  from  tha 
tate  gOTernments.  When  the  Constitution  was 
lopted  it  was  not  adopted  hj  the  people  in 
eir  national  eliaracter,  but  in  tneir  character  as 
lates. 
The  Constitation  ^rres  to  Congress  tho  power 

laf  taxes  of  mrery  description;  and  it  takes 
ray  from  the  States  the  power  to  lay  impost 
id  tonnage  duties ;  because,  if  not  taken  away, 
«  right  woold  ha?e  remained.  So  fn'respect  to 
e  power  of  making  war,  it  is  given  to  Congress, 
id  taken  from  the  States.    And  in  some  cases 

gives  the  States  a  right  to  do  certain  things 
f  consent  of  Congress. 

It  gives  the  power  to  Congress  to  make  war, 
id  to  support  armies,  but  not  for  a  longer  term 
nn  two  years ;  but  when  it  speaks  of  the  militia 
lere  is  no  limitation  as  to  them;  because  the 
vwer  over  them  is  left  with  the  respective  States, 
id  Congress  is  only  authorized  to  call  them  out 
IT  three  purposes,  viz:  *'to  execute  the  laws, 
Ippress  insurrections,  and  repel  invasions;"  and  to 
Met  these  purposes  was  not  supposed  to  require 
B  appropriation  for  more  than  two  years.  If  the 
imntry  was  invaded,  it  was  not  meant  that  the 
lititia  alone  should  be  relied  upon  to  repel  the 
mders,  but  thtt  they  should  be  called  out  in 
id  of  the  army,  or  until  the  army  could  be  col- 
^ted  for  the  purpose ;  so  that  there  was  no  ne- 
essity  for  a  limitation  wtth  respect  to  the  militia. 

Power  i*  given  to  Congress  to  establish  a  navy  ; 
be  States  may  also  keep  a  navy  by  consent  of 
/ODgress,  but  not  without. 

CoDgress  have  a  right  to  govern  the  militia 
rbile  m  actual  service,  but  at  no  other  time. 

Congress  is  forbidden  from  granting  any  titles 
f  nobility ;  the  States  are  forbidden  also.  Where 
be  States  are  not  to  exercise  a  power,  i^  is  ex- 
•ressly  uken  away  from  them  by  the  Consti- 
Qtion. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  shall  be 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army  and  Militia 
rhen  called  into  actual  service. 

Congress  may  raise  an  army  for  a  year  or  six 
noDtbs ;  but  when  raised  it  must  be  like  every 
tther  army,  go  to  its  place  of  destination^  and  not 
0  be  scattered  ail  over  the  country. 

The  question  now  occurs,  whether  the  General 
V  State  Governments  have  the  power  to  send  the 
nilitia  without  the  limits  of  the  United  States  7 
3e  wished  gentlemen,  before  he  touched  this  part 
>f  the  Constittition,  to  take  a  view  of  the  States 
before  the  adoption'  of  this  Constitotloo,  under 
be  old  Confederation.  It  will  be  recollected 
^ttt  the  Southern  militia  was  sent  into  Florida, 
md  the  Eastern  into  Canada,  at  the  instance  of 
be  old  Congress.  And  if  the  power  has  not  been 
Aken  from  the  Sti^tes,  which  no  one  would  say 
^  bad,  what  can  hinder  the  States  from  employ- 
^1^1  the  militia  in  the  same  way  now? 

it  appeared  to  be  the  opinion  of  some  gentle* 
<Qen  that  when  the  United  States  go  to  war  the 


GTovernment  has  a  right  to  use  all  the  physical 
force  of  the  nation  in  order  to  do  her  enemy  all 
the  injury  she  can. 

The  Constitution  prohibits  any  State  f^om  en- 
{^agriDg  in  war,  unless  actually  invaded,  or  in  such 
imminent  danger  as  will  not  admit  of  delay ;  but 
if  a  State  were  to  §[0  to  war,  she  would  have  a 
right  to  use  her  militia  in  any  manner  she  pleased , 
in  the  same  way  that  she  would  have  done  before 
the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution, 

The  tlnited  States  Government  and  the  State 
Governments  acting  in  unison,  must  possess  the 
whole  sovereign  power.  The  objecth>n  is,  that 
Congress  have  the  army  given  to  them  for  the 
purpose  of  making  war  ;  but  the  militia  is  left  in 
the  power  of  the  States  for  their  defence.  But  if 
a  State  give  her  consent  for  her  militia  to  be  seirt 
without  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  what 
shall  hinder  them  from  engaging  in  any  service 
in  which  the  General  Government  may  find  it 
for  the  interest  of  the  country  to  employ  them  ? 
It  was  objected  to  this  construction  that  the 
States  might  not  agree  to  this  course.  But  this 
kind  of  reasoning,  on  a  discord  existing  between 
the  General  and  State  (Governments,  ought  not  to 
be  countenanced.  A  nation,  any  more  than  a 
house*  divided  against  itself,  cannot  stand.  It 
would  be  a  new  state  things  for  a  State  to  com- 
mit treason  against  the  General  Government. 

There  is  another  part  of  the  Constitution  on 
which  .he  would  make  a  remark.  It  has  been 
said  that  this  Government  is  only  intended  for 
defence.  He  was  willing  to  acknowledge  this 
as  a  general  principle;  but  there  is  a  part  of  the 
Constitution,  that,  if  it  does  not  look  towards  con- 
quest, he  did  not  know  what  is  its  meaning.  In- 
deed it  had  "always  been  so  considered  by  every 
man  with  whom  he  had  acted  in  public  life. 
And  is  it  not  recollected  that,  when  we  were  de- 
prived of  the  right  of  deposite  at  New  Orleans 
almost  every  man  believed  that  the  United  States 
might  take  New  Orleans  by  force-^might  con- 
c^uet  it  and  keep  possession  of  it?  There  was 
scarcely  any  difference  of  opinion  on  the  subject. 
The  clauses  of  the  Constitution  to  which  he 
alluded  are  in  the  following  Words: 

"  New  States  may  be  admitted  by  the  Congress  into 
this  Union;  but  no  new  State  shall  be  formed  or  erected 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  any  other  State;  nor  any 
State  be  formed  by  the  janction  of  two  or  more  States, 
without  the  consent  of  the  Legiilatnres  of  the  States 
concerned,  as  well  as  of  the  Congress. 

"The  Congress  shall  have  power  to,  dispose  of  and 
make  all  needfiil  vales  and  regulations,  respecting  the 
territory  or  other  property  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  and  nothing  in  this  Constitation  shall  he  so 
eonstmed  aa  to  prejudice  any  claims  of  the  United 
States  or  of  any  paiticnlar  State." 

These  elauses  of  the  Constitution  were  no 
doubt  intended  to  meet  cases  where  new  territory 
was  acquired.  Indeed  there  was  an  article  in  the 
ordinance  of  the  old  Confederation,  which  spoke 
more  plainly,  in  which  Canada  is  named.  There 
is  no  doubt  tnat  this  country  was  an  object  from 
the  commencement  of  the  Revolution,  and  was  In* 
tended  to  be  embreced  under  the  new  Government* 
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It  appeared  to  bim  as  if  the.  framers  of  the 
CoDstitutioD  were  determined  to  leave  no  excuse 
for  Territorial  governments;  they  seem  to  say,  if 
you  acquire  additional  territory,  you  shall  form  it 
into  a  State  or  States,  which  shall  possess  equal 
rights  with  yoiirselves.  Tbey  had  seen  some  of 
the  evils  arising  from  provincial  government 

Mr.  M.  said  he  was  on  the  present  occasion 
somewhat  in  the  same  situation  as  upon  a  late 
question;  and,  if  he  were  to  judge  Oom  present 
appearances,  as  he  should  probably  be  on  all  the 
bills  making  preparations  for  war.  He  was  wil- 
ling to  vote  for  the  bill  as  it  stood  at  present;  but 
he  never  would  vote  for  anything  which,  in  his 
opinion,  infringed  the  Constitution.  His  opinions 
might  be  unpleasant  to  his  friends,  but  he  wished, 
above  all,  to  have  peace  in  his  oY^n  breast. 

If  we  go  to  war,  England  will  drive  us  into  it ; 
and  in  that  case  he  was  willing  to  give  the  Presi- 
dent as  much  of  the  physical  force  of  the  country 
as  shall  make  the  war  efficient. 

Mr.  Bacon  said  he  should  vote  against  striking 
out  the  first  sections  of  this  bill  for  the  purpose  of 
inserting  those  of  the  original  bill.  He  was  for 
retaining;  a  militia  volunteer  force,  not  as  the 
most  effective  force,  because  he  was  of  opinion 
with  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Macon,)  that  they  could  not  be  marched  out  of 
the  United  States  without  the  consent  of  the 
States  to  which  they  respectively  belong;  but  he 
should  suppose  there  would  be  do  difficulty  in 
obtaining  this  consent.  He  should  wish,  how- 
ever, that  the  bill  might  pass  in  such  a  form  as 
that  no  one  could  be  mistaken  as  to  the  purpose 
for  which  these  volunteers  were  to  be  employedi. 
He  should  view  it  as  unfortunate  if  the  bill  passed 
in  its  present  shape;  for  if,  on  his  return  home, 
one  oi  his  neighbors  were  to  ask  him  whether 
volunteers  under  this  act  would  be-  liable  to  be 
inarched  out  of  the  country,  he  might  say  no; 
when  some  other  geatlemaoj  who  was  present  at 
the  passing  of  tti^  bill,  might  say  yes.  This 
would  leave  people  in  a  state  of  doubt  and  diffi- 
culty. He  was  in  favor  of  the  officers  being  ap- 
pointed by  the  several  States ;  because,  if  ap- 
pointed by  the  President,  it  would  be  raising 
another  army  in  a  different  form.  The  volunteers 
to  be  raised  by  this  bill,  will  receive  no  pay  until 
tbey  are  called  into  service.  If  this  force,  with 
the  army  already  provided,  should  be  deemed  in- 
sufficient, he  should  have  no  objection  to  provide 
for  another  volunteer  force,  to  be  coknmissioned 
by  the  President. 

If  the  present  motion  shall  not  succeed,  Mr.  B. 
expressed  his  intention  of  moving  an  amendment, 
providing  ^  That  this  force  shall  not  be  marched 
out  of  the  limits  of  the  United  Slates  without 
the  consent  of  the  States  to  whidh  they  belong." 

Mr.  B.  supposed  there  would  be  no  difficulty 
in  obtaining  thia  consent.  Many  of  the  States 
had  passed  resolutions,  offering  their  lives,  for- 
tunes, and  honor,  in  support  of  their  country; 
4his  application  would  ser^e  to  test  the  sioceritv 
of  these  pledges,  and  he  had  no  doubt  the  result 
would  do  credit  to  those  who  had  made  them. 

Mr.  PoRtBB  said  it  waa  his  wish,  as  he  be- 1 


iieved  it  to  be  the  wish  of  gentlemen  geDeraUy. 
that  this  force  should  be  used  effieieatly  agaisK 
the  British  possessions.  It  was  with  this  viev 
that  the  bill  was  originally  reported;  bat  he  per- 
ceived that  some  gentlemen  would  vote  in  faror 
of  the  original  bill,  and  others  in  favor  of  tbe 
amended  bill,  so  that  it  will  be  impossible  l 
know  their  object.  For  the  purpose  of  dm^ 
away  this  misunderstanding,  he  would,  therefore 
withdraw  his  amendment;  and  if  this  bill  pu 
he  would  introduce  another  to  raise  a  forei 
which  might  be  called  out  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  PoiNOBXTER  renewed  the  motion  wlua 
he  had  made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  prort- 
ding  that  the  vpluoteers  should  sign  an  efi«a|^ 
ment  to  serve  the  United  States,  according  to  ik 
provisions  of  this  act,-  and  when  called  inlos«^ 
vice,  each,  volunteer  shall  be  subject  to  the  rslei 
and  articles  of  war,  aod  be  called  into  the  serr^ft 
of  the  United  States  to  any  place  withoot  ibi 
jurisdiction  thereof. 

Mr.  P.,  in  supporting  his  motion,  read  an  a- 
tract  from  the  speech  of  George  Mason,  in  \k 
Virginia  Convention,  to  show  Uiat  the  aoibontf 
of  the  United  States  to  send  the  militia  from  (ar 
State  to  another,  was  viewed  with  jeaioi^v,ui 
that  the  idea  of  sending  (hem  out  oi  the  Ooitei 
States,  at  that  time,  had  never  been  eotert&isei 

Mr.  Bacon  was  not  convinced  that  the  GeoccL 
Grovernment  had  a  right  to  send  the  militia  ea( 
of  the  United  States,  withoot  the  consent  of  tte 
State.  The  debate  in  the  Virginia  ConveatifM. 
which  had  been  cited,  did  not  touch  this  qnestios; 
it  related  otUy  to.  the  calling  of  the  militia  oot  i 
one  State  to  another.  With  a  view  of  briogiit 
this  question  distinctly  before  the  Committee,  3iir. 
B.  moved  to  add  to  this  new  section  thefoliov- 
ing  proviso:. 

**  Provided  That  no  company,  battalion,  regiaess. 
or  brigade  of  such  ▼olunteers,  shall  be  mardied  to  tej 
place  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  witlh 
out  the  previous  consent  of  the  State  or  TeniUKT  t: 
which  they  may  belong.*' 

Mr.  Key  said  that  tlie  Constitution  U  a  coo- 
pact  between' the  States  and  the  Geoeial  Gef* 
ernment,  and  by  the  amendment  to  it  which  las 
been  adopted,  it  is  declared  that  what  has  b«( 
been  granted  by  the  Slates  is  retained  by  tbea 
or  the  people.  By  this  instruoieni  the  power  ti? 
raise  armies,  when  the  exigeaeies  of  the  Goven* 
ment  shall  require  it,  is  granted;  and  the  miiif)> 
are  reserved  to  the  States  for  their  defeace.  So 
legislative  act  of  Congress  can  confer,  upoa  tl^ 
Government,  a  greater  power  than  the  CoosmQ- 
tion  gives.  The  Government  have  no  power  to 
use  the  militia  in  any  place  exterior  to  the  lio^i^ 
of  the  United  States,  nor  in  any  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  other  than  in  the  State  to  whicii  tb« 
militia  belong,  except  in  the  three  case^ffieDtioaea 
in  the  Constitution,  viz:  *Mn  repelling  invaaooV 
'^suppressing  iosurrections,"  and  "executing  the 
laws."  A  commission  given  to  a  militia  mca 
can  have  no  validity  without  the  United  States 
nor  within  the  United  States  other  than  io  the 
particular  States,  except  in  the  three  cases  before 
meniioped ;  for  instance,  a  person  commissioned 
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a  major,  by  the  laws  of  Maryland,  «aDnot  act 
Tirtue  of  that  commission  exterior  to  the 
lits  of  the  United  States,  nor  in  any  other 
ite  than  the  State  of  Maryland,  except  in  '^  repel- 
^  invasions,^  "suppressing  insurrections,"  and 
lecuting  the  laws."  This  beioff  the  case,  the 
end  men  t  of  the  delegate  from  the  Mississippi 
rritory,  which  goes  to  confer  a  power  upon 
President  to  order  the  militia  differently  from 
at  the  Constitution  warrants,  upon  the  militia 
alating  to  that  eliect,  cannot  alter  the  case, 
s  not  in  the  power  of  the  militia  thus  to  con- 
their  services,  and  thus  deprnre  the  State  of 
m ;  nor  can  the  amendment,  proposed  by  the 
uleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Bacon)  to 
former  amendment,  vary  the  case — for  an 
ection  of  equal  weight  occurs,  which  is,  that  it 
lot  competent  for  the  Legislature  of  an  v  State 
{ire  such  a  consent,  and  thus  deprive  the  citi- 
is  of  such  State  of  the  protection  and  defence 
ich  is  thus  secured  to  tbem  by  the  Consti- 
ioo. 

t!r.  K.  said  be  had  understood  that  the  delegate 
m  the  Mississippi  Territory  had  read,  from  the 
Ate  in  the  Virginia  Convention,  the  opinion 
Mr.  George  Mason  and  others,  to  prove,  that 
ere  the  consent  of  the  militia  is  obtained  in 
'  way  now  projposed,  they  might  be  sent  with- 
:  the  limits  of  the  Union.  He  asserted  that 
re  was  do  such  question  discussed  in  that 
Dveniion,  nor  did  their  debates  show  any  such 
t.  The  jealousy  of  those  patriots  was,  that,  in 
>  cases  mentioned  in  the  Constitution,  the 
titia  might  be  called  by  the  Government  from 
J  particular  State  to  so  into  one  very  remote ; 
for  instance,  from  tbe  State  of  Georgia  to 
rmont,  aod  in  consequence  of  heing  thus  ba- 
sed and  distressed,  there  might  be  danger  of  the 
^le  consenting  to  a  constant  standing  army. 
IS  was  what  those  patriots  wished  to  guard 
liost ;  and  it  was  urged  by  tbem,  that  in  such 
«s,  the  consent  of  the  States  to  which  the 
litia  belonged  should  be  first  obtained. 
le  reprobated  and  remonstrate^  against  tbe 
urine  which  had  been  ^vanced,  that  tbe  Presi* 
It  had  the  power,  in  Case  of  foreign  war,  to 
er  the  militia  to  march  without  the  United 
ites.  It  is  a  doctrine  which  the  people  never 
re,  and  never  will  consent  to.  It  ought  to 
rm  every  friend  to  the  Constitution  and  the 
erties  of  the  people.  What  might  be  the  con-> 
uence,  with  an  ambitious,  unprincipled  Chief 
igistrate?  Congress  have  power  to  raise  ar- 
es to  carry  on  a  foreign  war;  twenty-five  thou« 
id  or  fifty  thousand  regular  troops  are  raised 
consequence  of  such  a  war ;  according  to  the 
istructipn  which  has  been  given  to  the  Con- 
intion,  the  militia  may  be  ordered  by  the  Presi- 
it  to  go  upon  that  foreign  w«r,  ana  the  stand- 
I  army  may  be  kept  and  used  for  ambitious 
rposes,  in  im  States  from  which  the  militia 
ve  gone.  Where,  then,  would  he  your  force  to 
fend  your  liberties  against  this  mercenary  band, 
lo  should,  under  an  unprincipled  Chief  Magis- 
te,  attempt  to  destroy  tbem?  He  said  the 
Btrine  was  too  monstrous  to  be  endured. 


If  he  distinctly  heard  the  delegate  from  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  he  also  understood  him  to 
say,  that  it  was  conceded  that  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States  might  at^oy  time  expatriate  him- 
self, and  enter  into  any  foreign  service ;  for  in- 
stance, into  the  service  of  Great  Britain,  or  the 
French  Emperor,  in  a  war  against  his  own  coun- 
try. Mr.  K.  said  he,  in  toto,  denied  that  doctrine. 
The  gentleman  could  not  derive  that  opinion  from 
aiky  eminent  writer,  or  from  any  decision  of  any 
court.  No  State  had  within  his  knowledge,  by 
any  act,  implied  such  doctrine,  without  it  was 
the  State  of  vir&rinia.  That  State  had  prescribed 
the  manner  in  which  a  citizen  might  expatriate 
himself.  But  by  prescribing  (he  mode  in  which 
it  may  be  done,  it  demonstrates  that  upon  general 
principles,  a  citizen  has  no  right  to  expatriate 
himself.  If  the  gentleman  is  right,  in  what  cases  ' 
may  your  citizens  leave* your  country,  and  enter 
into  the  service  of  your  enemy?  Where  is  your 
line  of  distinction?  Suppose  you  marcb  your 
militia  into  Canada,  as  contemplated,  and  your 
militiaman  should  think  that  was  a  convenient 
time  smd  opportunity  to  expatriate,  and  leave  your 
service  for  that  of  your  enemy — according  to  this  ' 
doctrine,  would  he  not  have  a  right  so  to  do  ?  But 
do  you  imagine,  if  he  was  to  be  taken  and  brought 
before  a  court  martial,  that  his  exercise  of  this 
right  Would  be  a  good  defence  ? 

Mr.  K.  said  the  cause  of  the  difficulty  which 
the  House  now  experienced,  was  this:  that  a  dis- 
guise and  cover  is  thrown  over  the  object  of  our 
present  deliberations;  the  real  object  is  kept  from 
the  people.  He  would  not  say  that  this  is  the 
intention  of  any  j^cntleman  in  the  House,  but  the 
mode  of  conducting  this  business  has  that  effect* 
If  the  design  is  to  carry  on  a  foreign  war,  iind 
the  exigence  of  the  country  required  an  army  of 
seventy  or  eighty  thousana  men,  tell  the  people 
so,  and  they  will  be  ready  to  give  you  the  army; 
this  you  have  the  power  and  the  right  to  demand 
of  them.  But  they  will  and  ought  to  insist  upon 
reservioe  to  themselves  the  militia,  their  owa 
appropriate  defence,  which  the  Constitution,  the 
sacred  compact  between  you  and  them,  has  guar* 
antied  for  their  benefit  and  protection. 

Mr.  Rhea  observed  that  he  would  not  undertake 
to  show  the  relation  which  the  doctrine  of  per- 
petual allegiance  had  to  the  bill  to  authorize  the 
President  to  accept  the  service  of  a  number  of 
volunteers;  but  as  that  doctrine  had  been  ad- 
vanced, prior  to  this  day,  in  this  House,  it  may 
be  proper  to  say  something  about  it,  for,  if  left 
unnoticed,  it  may  be  taken  for  granted-^what 
will  be  said  may  have  some  bearing  on  the  ques- 
tion under  consideration  in  the  manner  it  has 
been  treated. 

The  doctrine  of  perpetual  allegiance  is  an  off- 
spring of  the  once  celebrated  doctrine  of  the 
divine  right  of  kings;  a  doctrine  which  the  cele- 
brated Fiimer  treated  copiously  of,  about  the 
time  of  the  celebrated  James  the  Sixth  of  Scot-  , 
land,  and  First  of  England,  who,  not  content  with 
being  King  of  England  and  Scotland,  and  in  a 
manner  arbiter  of  Europe,  in  the  time  of  the 
Great  Henry  of  France,,  desired  also  to  be  nam- 
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bered  among  the  mo$t  learned  theplogists,  the 
most  suhlime  poets,  and  great  mudciaoB  of  his 
age;  for  neither  or  which  he  wa^s  qualified  by 
nature,  and  art  could  do  but  little  for  him.  This 
doctrine  of  divine  right  of  kings,  and  its  ofispringi 
perpetual  allegiance,  wonderfully  flourished  and 
produced  abundance  of  sour  fruit  in  his  time  and 
in  that  of  his  successors,  until,  in  the  time  of  the 
second  James,  the  third  Williamf  at  the  memora- 
ble battle  of  the  Boyne^  by  a  powerful  argument, 
directed  to  James  in  person,  convinced  him  that 
the  doctrine  of  the  divine  right  of  kings  was  not 
tenable;  and,  under  that  impressive  conviction, 
James  fled  to  France,  and  there  remained  reflect^ 
ing  on  the  loss  of  their  kingdoms*  The  British 
Parliament,  in  the  mean  time,  not  believing  the 
doctrine  of  the  divine  right  of  kings,  enacted  a 
law  settling  the  crown  of  the  three  Kingdoms  on 
IVilliam  and  his  amiable  consort,  Mary,  and 
thereby  exploded  that  strange  doctrine  The 
notion  of  perpetual  allegiance  ought  to  have 
shared  the  fate  of  its  spurious  parent;  but  it  con- 
tinued to  answer  political  purposes,  and  for  sub- 
ject of  discourse. 

All  the  nations  on  this  earth  compose  one 
family;  sound  reason  an4  common  sense  declare 
that  a  man  may  transfer  himself  from  the  family 
of  his  parent  to  another  family,  and  dwell  there- 
with. A  m^n  being  a  citizen  or  subject  of  one 
Government,  and  not  employed  in  the  actual 
service  thereof,  has  a  natural  and  inalienable 
right  to  transfer  himself  from  that  Govcyrnment 
or  nation  to  another;  to  renounce  and  abjure  all 
allegiance  to  the  Government  he  came  from ;  and 
to  bmd  himself  in  fidelity  and  allegiance  to,  and 
to  become  a  citizen  of  the  nation  of  his  choice,  in 

?ursuance  of  the  laws  of  the  Government  thereof, 
f  the  doctrine  of  perpetual  allegiance  be  true, 
what  shall  be  said  lor,  or  in  what  condition  ftre 
they  who  have  emigrated  from  the  British  domin- 
ions to  the  United  States  since  the  Treaty  of 
Peace  ?  If  this  doctrine  be  true,  they  continue 
to  be  British  subjects,  notwithstanding  they  have 
been  naturalized,  and  have  bound  themselves  by 
solemn  oath  in  allegiance  to  the  United  States. 
To  which  of  the  two  nations  or  Governments  do 
they  belong?  In  this  case  there  is  no  choice, 
and  like  all  other  claims,  the  eldest  must  takCi  il 
the  doctrine  alluded  to  be  true.  Are  we  pre- 
pared to  surrender  the  principle  and  all  the  men 
alluded  to?  I,  said  Mr.  R.,  am  not;  many  of 
these  men  are  well  koowo  to  me — they  are  good 
citizens,  and  prepared  to  vindicate  the  rights  of 
their  adopted  country.  But  this  doctrine,  to- 
gether with  its  spurious  parent,  ^  the  divine  right 
of  kings."  is  banished  and  driven  from  these 
United  States.  In  the  eighth  section  of  the  first 
article  of  the  Constitution,  it  is  provided  that 
^  Congress  shall  hav^  power  to  establish  an  uni- 
form rule  of  naturalization."  This  power  denies 
perpetual  allegiance-^the  principles  of  perpetual 
allegiance  and  naturalization  are  repugnant  to, 
and  inconsistent  with  each  other;  if  one  be  ri^bt, 
the  other  is  not.  The  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  is  paramount,  and  the  supreme  law,  and 
the  highest  authority,  and  commands  all  respect 


and  observance ;  it  has  humanely  proviM  % 
resting  place  for  the  wearied  and  oppressed,  vd 
secures  it  to  them,  being  naturalized. 

The  system  for  raising  a  force  of  vdonteo! 
(taking  into  view  the  original  bill,  and  the  amesd- 
ment  offered  by  the  Committee  on  Foreicn  Rd»- 


tion.s,  and  other  propositionSj)  has  assumed  a  pe- ' 
euliar  form,  and  not  bein^  wiUing  to  sanctioouf  I 
principle  which,  in  my  humble  opioioo,  will  bev 
against  the  sovereignties  of  the  individual  Stata 
I  will  vote,  said  Mr.  R.,  against  the  amendmeon 
now  offered.  The  Constitution  aeknowledfe 
two  species  only  of  military  force — ^the  miliio, 
and  a  regular  army.  The  Conatitiitioa  empos^ 
era  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  iik 
consent  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  and  commtaiflt 
all  o£eers  of  a  regular  army.  To  the  Staio. 
re^ieetively,  iir  re^rved  the  power  of  appoimnf 
and  giving  commissiona  to  all  officers  of  the  sih 
itia.  Where  the  Constitution  has  fixed  this  bsi- 
ness,  there  let  it  remain.  So  long  as  it  remain 
the  individual  States,  in  their  sovereign  eajab- 
ties,  .if  they  be  true  to  themselves,  have  notbi^ 
to  fear  from  the  desiffus  of  any  usurping  militaif 
chief.  If  the  President  be  authorized  to  acee^i 
the  force  in  the  manner  con tedi plated,  a  direcuoi 
to  that  force  will  be  given.  If  the  bHi  under  cov 
sideration  in  the  form  it  now  has,  shall  beeooet 
law,  and  will  not  sufficiently  answer  the  desi|i 
originally  intended  by  it,  that  defect  can  be  rets- 
edied  by  a  bill  properly  fitted  and  detaiM  tot 
that  purpose. 

The  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  Bicon: 
amendment  to  the  amendment,  it  was  negatired 
there  being  five  votes  only  for  it 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  ame&J- 
ment,  and  negatived,  there  being  only  nine  tmr 
in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  Pickens  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  se^ 
tion  of  the  bill,  in  order  to  insert  the  first  sectioa 
of  the  bill  first  reported ;  which  motion  wis  oef* 
atived,  there  being  only  ten  votes  lor  it 

The  Committee  then  rose,  reported  the  biUasd 
amendments,  and  the  Houte  adjoaraed. 

Tuesday,  January  14. 

Mr.  Gholson,  from  the  Committee  of  ClaiiBs 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Peter  Mills,  refer- 
red to  them  the  twenty-ninth  of  November  last;  | 
which  was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

JUDGE  TOULMIN. 

Mr.  Johnson  and  Mr.  Poindbztee  presested 
sundry  documents  in  reAitatioa  of  the  cbarfs 
contained  in  the  presentment  by  the  Graoii  Jary 
of  Baldwin  county,  in  the  Mississippi  Territonr.  i 
against  Harry  Toulmin;  which  were  read^aa<l 
ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  appoiBtei 
on  the  twenty-first  ultimo,  on  the  letter  fron 
Cowles  Mead.  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre* 
sentatives  of  toe  Mississippi  Territory,  eacio$iii| 
a  copy  of  the  abovennentioned  presentmeot. 

Mr.  Rhea  moved  that  the  select  committee,  to 
whom,  was  referred  the  presentment  against  Jad^e 
Toulmin,  be  discharged  from  a  further  cooside^ 
ation  of  the  subject,  as  every  member  who  )ai 
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ard  the  represeQUtioB  read  to  the  House  thia 
)rDiDg,  must  be  coD?ioced  that  the  charges  made 
aiost  that  gentlemao  were  eotirely  without 
mdatioQ ;  and  that  he  had  acted  the  part  of  an 
right  man. 

VIr.  PoiND£XT£B  was  of  opinion  that  the  char- 
i  brought  against  the  Judge  were  not  only  un- 
laded, but  that  they  proceeded  from  corruption ; 
t  be  hoped  the  committee  would  not  be  dis* 
ftrged,  ajs  he  bad  received  aletter  from  ttie  Judge, 
which  he  sajrs  he  shall  be  able  to  transmit  such 
ideoce  as  will  convince  every  man  that  the 
irges  have  no  foundation.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
I  papers  would  remain  referred,  that  a  report 
ght  be  made  upon  the  subject  which  would 
the  matter  in  a  proper  light  to  the  world. 
Fhe  motion  to  aiscnarge  the  committee  was 
;atived. 

VOLUNTEER  CORPS. 

rhe  House  then  took  up  the  order  of  the  day 
the  bill  for  authorizing  the  President  to  accept 
a  volunteer  corps. 

Mr.  Gholson  felt  great  difficulty  in  deciding 
on  the  bill  before  the  Committee.  He  was 
icerned  to  be  obliged  to  differ  in  opinion  from 
ntlemen  for  whom  he  entertained  the  highest 
pect.  He  coincided  in  sentiment  with  the 
atleman  from  Kentucky  as  to  the  efficiency  of 
volunteer  army.  No  one  had  more  confidence 
volunteers  than  he  should  have.  He  believed 
to  be  that  description  of  force  which  might  be 
|st  relied,  upon.  But,  in  organizing  this  force, 
'erence  ought  to  be  had  to  the  object  proposed 
be  accomplished  by  it,  and  it  ought  to  beas- 
rtained  whether  this  force  be  equal  to  the  at- 
nmeot  of  it. 

Cao  this  force  be  employed  against  Canada,  or 
the  reduction  of  duebec  ?  He  could  not  say 
uit  could,  with  confidence,  because  he  felt  a 
Eculty  in  deciding  the  Question.  •  He  did  not 
e,  in  the  prosecution  of  so  important  an  ob- 
it, to  employ  means  of  doubtful  construction. 
cold  it  not  comport  more  with  propriety,  and 
s  interest  of  the  country,  to  employ  a  force 
liost  which  no  objection  could  be  made,  and 
^pectiog  which  no  one  could  be  mistaken  1  He 
3ught  it  would* 

It  appeared  to  him  that  the  General  €k>veriH 
?Dt  bad  power  to  call  out  the  militia,  in  the 
ree  cases  mentioned  in  the  Coostitutioa  only ; 
d  00  one  can  say  thjs  volunteer  corps  is  a  reg- 
ir  force,  because  its  officers  are  to  be  appointed 
the  governments  of  the  several  States.  It  is, 
erefore,  essentially  a  militia  forge,  and  cannot 

employed  beyond  the  limits  of  the  United 
ates.  He  had  not,  however,  formed  an  opinion 
lirely  satisfactory  to  himself;  but  he  was  in- 
oed  to  believe  this  force  could  not  be  employed 

a  foreign  war.  If  it  can,  the  power  must  be 
rived  constructively  from  some  other  clause  of 
i  Constitution. 

Under  the  authority  given  to  repel  invasion,  he 
pposed  these  volunteers  might  cross  the  boon- 
ry  line  in  driving  off  an  enemy  who  had  in- 
ded  the  country.    But,  it  has  been  contended 


by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
CfflBvaa)  that  the  8Dver<;ign  power  given  to  C/on« 
gress  to  declare  war,  includes  in  it  the  power  of 
using  the  whole  physical  force  of  the  Govern* 
ment  for  this  purpose.  But  this  is  a  doctrine  of 
construction,  and  he  well  recollected  the  ezpres* 
sion  of  a  renerable  gentleman,  who  now  holds  aa 
eminent  place  in  the  courts  of  this  country,  that, 
*'  it  was  better  not  to  execute  a  positive  power 
given  bv  the  Constitution,  than  to  force  one  of 
doubtful  construction."  The  Bank  of  the  United 
States  had  its  orifia  in  construction,  and  so  had 
the  alien  and  sedition  laws ;  and  if  this  doctrine  * 
of  conatructioa  was  to  be  extended,  in  the  man- 
ner contended  for,  from  the  power  siven  to  Con- 
gress to  make  war,  Consreea  would  become  om- 
nipotent. There  would  be  no  limitation  to  ita 
powers. 

Mr.  G.  said,  in  construing  the  Constitution,  w- 
ought  to  examine  ita  several  parts,  and  not  give 
one  part  of  it  a  construe tioa  that  will  destroy 
other  parts.  Every  part  must  have  given  to  it  ita 
proper  force  and  meaning,  and  no  more.  *^  Con^ 
gross  shall  hare  power  to  raise  and  support  ar- 
mies.'^ Where  is  the  necessity,  therefore,  of 
resorting  to  construction  for  more  power?  If 
they  have  troops  and  money,  these  are  sufficient 
for  carrying  on  war. 

But,  It  seems,  we  are  to  go  to  war^  not  with 
the  means  given  to  us  by  the  Constitution,  but  by 
means  of  a^ volunteer  force,  a  milita  force,  a  State 
force,  ever  which  Coosress  has  no  proper  control, 
except  ih  certain  speciied  cases.,  indeed,  if  thia 
corps  were  to  be  marched  under  the  authority  of 
Congress,  the  States  would  have  the  power  of 
disbanding  them  whenever  they  thought  proper^ 
bv  revoking  the  commissions  of  their  officers.. 
This  would  place  the  United  States  in  a  sit- 
uation which  was  never  contemplated  by  the 
framers  of  the  Constitution.  They  meant  that 
Congress  should  make  war  with  troops  of  their 
own  raising,  and  which  should  be  under  the  com- 
mand of  omcers  appointed  by  the  Executive. 

Mr.  G.  said  be  should  vote  for  this  bill,  because,, 
though  be  considered  the  force  in  the  light  of  a 
militui  force  only,  it  would  leave  the  whole  of 
the  armv  at  liberty  to  march  against  the  enemy. 
But  he  had  no  expectation  that  the  additional 
troops  would  be  raised  in  time.  The  first  onset 
ought  to  be  made  with  volunteers,  to  be. seconded 
by  the  regular  forcje  of  th^  country. 

Mr.  G.  concluded  with  moving  an  amendment 
to  strike  out  the  second  section  of  the  biU. 

The  Spkaksr  declared  the  amendment  out  of 
order,  adding  that  the  gentleman  might  come  at 
his  object  by  voting  against  the  bill.    - 

Mr.  Smilis  agreed  with  the  ffeotleman  from 
Virginia  in  one  thing,  that  this  force  must  be  re^ 
lied  on  in  the  first  instance,  and  be  was,  there- 
fore, in  favor  of  it.  But  the  question  is,  now, 
whether  we  shall  have  a  regular  force  of  seventy- 
five  thousand  men.  or  if  fifty  thousand' of  them, 
shall  be  volunteers  1  He  had  voted  aeainst  the 
proposition  for  obtaining  the  consent  of  the  States^ 
oecause  he  did  not  wish  the  House  to  decide  that 
question  at  present.    But  the  genUeman  from. 
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Virginia  says  the  Sutes  might  withdraw  these 
troop;  at  a  critical  moment.  Can  the  gentieman 
•appose  sach  a  stale  of  things?  Does  he  con- 
sider the  nature  of  the  Government  under  which 
we  act?  Ail  power  is  in  the  people.  We  can 
neither  raise  men,  nor  go  to  war  without  their 
consent ;  and  if  it  should  ever  happen  that  a  war 
should  be  commenced  contrary  to  the  opinions  of 
the  State  governments,  or  the  people,  it  would 
have  to  be  abandoned  in  disgrace. 

Mr.  Bleeckbr.— Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  prepared 
to  vote  for  the  bill  on  our  table.  As  it  is  now 
framed,  it  seems  to  be  wholly  free  from  the  Con- 
stitutional question  which  has  been  discuissed  here 
for  some  day  s.  But  as  it  appears  from  the  obser- 
vations just  now  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Guolson,)  that  our  votes  on  this 
bill  will  still  have  reference  to  that  question ;  and 
as  I  do  not  perceive  that'they  will  show  our  in- 
dividual impressions  on  a  subject  of  so  much  im- 
portance and  interest,  I  avail  myself  of  this  occa*- 
sion,  to  express  my  disapprobation  of  the  doctrine 
which  has  been  maintained  with  great  ability  and 
ingenuity  respecting  the  power  of  this  Govern- 
ment over  the  militia — a  power,  utterly  incom- 
patible with  the-<lesign  and  prominent  features  of 
the  Constitution — a  power,  compared  with  which 
the  horrors  of  the  French  conscription  are  mercy, 
and  dreadful  as  the  levies  en  mas$e  of  those  whom 
we  call  tyrants  of  Europe.  When  the  existence 
of  such  a  power  in  the  General  Govern  men  t  is  seri* 
ously  contended  for,  and  when  it  is  stated  on  this 
floor  that  it  is  believed  that  the  Chief  Magistrate 
of  the  United  States  is  of  opinion  that  such  a 
power  is  conferred  by  the  Constitution,  it  certain- 
ly behooves  us  to  express  our  sentiments  respect- 
ing it. 

When  the  gentleman  fVom  South  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Chevbs,)  on  Saturday,  contended  for  this 
power,  my  faculties  were  for  a  moment  confound- 
ed by  the  novelty  and  strangenessof  the  doctrine, 
the  talent  and  ingenuity  with  which  it  was  urged, 
and  the  high  auihority  which  was  supposed  lobe 
in  favor  of  it.  The  knowledge  of  the  most  fami- 
liar maxims,  principles,  and  rules  of  construction 
failed  me;  and  to  discover  whether  I  had  com* 
pletely  misunderstood  the  provisions  and  charac- 
ter of  the  Constitution  in  relation  to  the  point  in 
question,  I  left  the  House  during  the  debate  to 
examine  the  valuable  commentary  on  it,  of  which 
it  has  been  justly  and  elegantly  said  that  'Mt  com- 
presses- the  wisdom  of  ages,  and  pours  original 
light  on  the  science  of  government."  But  in  the 
letters  of  PtMius  I  could  find  nothing  like  this 
new  exposition.  After  a  little  reflection,  however, 
on  what  had  been  urged,  no  argument  was  left 
on  my  mind  in  support  of  this  strange  doctrine, 
but  the  argument  ak  verecundiam — ^and  the  autho- 
rity and  influence  of  name  and  talent. 

1  hardly  khow,  sir,  how  to  make  an  argument 
on  such  a  subject.  It  is  so  plain  to  my  mind,  that, 
but  tor  the  singular  skill  and  ingenuity  of  the  gen- 
tleman, (Mr.  Cheves,)  I  should  have  supposed  it 
utterly  unsusceptible  of  discussion. 

But  what  is  the  ground  on  which  he  relies? 
He  tays  Congress  (lave  the  power  to  declare  war; 


that  this  power  is  national  and  sovereign  in  its 
nature,  that  it  involves  all  the  consequences  of 
war,  and  the  means  of  carrving  it  on. 

Let  us,  for  a  moment,  look  at  the  Constitntioa 
Is  not  its  prominent  feature  a  delegation  bj  tLf 
States  or  by  the  people  of  specific  powers  to  tbi 
General  Government,  for  the  purpose  of  effeciic^ 
the  ends  and  objects  of  the  confederation  ?   Tness 
powers  axe  clearly  and  precisely  defined.    To  r^ 
lation  to  the  subject  before  us,  we  have  first,  ikt 
power  to  declare  war.    And  what  does  this  cos- 
ter ?    Surdy,  nothing  more  than  the  risht  to  de- 
termine the  question  of  war  or  peace. .  it  was  i> 
tended  that  this  should  be  a  matter  of  natios^ 
concern,  that  no  State  should  individually  eogagE 
in  war,  but  that  a  subject  of  such  importance  sid 
general  interest  should  belong  to  the  Leg islatore 
of  the  Union.    The  terms  of  this  grant  of  pover 
do  not  include  the  means  or  mode  of  carry  log  a 
war.    For  this  there  are  other  distinct  precis 
powers.    They  immediately  follow  the  pover  ic 
declare  war.     What  are  they  ? 
To  raise  and  support  armies,  dbc ; 
To  provide  and  maintain  a  navy; 
To  make  rules  for  the  government  and  regula- 
tion of  the  land  and  naval  forces. 
Next  comes  the  power — 
To  provide  for  calling  forth  the  loilitia,  to€ie> 
cuie  the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurreciic^i 
and  repel  invasions. 

The  meaps  of  carrying  on  the  war,  are  express^ 
ly  and  directly  granted,  and  of  consequence  cur 
not  be  included  in  the  power  to  deelare  war.  Tail 
would  be  inconsistent  with  every  rule  of  interpre- 
tation and  the  whole  complexion  of  the  Confuta- 
tion. Why  attempt  to  get  anything  by  impiici- 
tion?  Why  r^ort  to  construction,  where  yet 
have  an  express  grant  of  power. 

The  only  power  granted  with  respect  to  iIm 
uM  you  can  make  of  the  militia  for  warlike  pai^ 
poses  is,  to  provide  for  calling  them  out  to  repd 
invasion.  Vou  have  no  powers,  sir,  but  those  del- 
egated-^all  others  are  reserved  to  the  people  at 
the  States.  With  respect  to  the  militia,  yoo  tin 
no  Dower  but  to  call  them  out  to  execute  the  lavs 
of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  is- 
vasions.  Tou  can  command  their  services  in  go 
other  cases,  fur  you  have  no  power  but  what  is 
expressly  granted.  The  right  to  use  the  mtlitis.| 
and  to  march  them  out  of  the  United  States  fx! 
the  purpose  of  active,  oflenstve  war,  is  not  gnLo:-; 
ed — therefore  you  have  no  such  right.  Can  a£f' 
thing  in  the  world  be  plainer?  It  requires  do  ar- 
gument.   He  that  runs  may  read  it. 

Reference  has  been  made  to  the  discusdoo  oo 
the  question  of  the  constitutionality  of  the  Back 
of  the  United  States.  That  subject  affords  oe  aa 
illustration  of  thesubiect  now  under  debate,  which 
if  it  is  understood,  1  think  must  be  satistactory. 
It  was  contended  by  the  advocates  of  the  Bani, 
that  the  Federal  Gh>vernmaDt  was  sovereign  as » 
ail  the  objects  for  which  it  was  instituted,  and  ibati 
a  sovereign  power  includes  a  right  to  all  the  mets^ 
applicable  to  the  attainment  of  the  ends  for  wbiei 
the  i)ower  was  given.  The  Bank  was  sopposd 
to  be  one  of  these  means.    Bat,  sir.  suppose  tkii 
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imoDg  the  powers  of  Coogress  enumerated  in  the 
roDstilQtion,  there  had  been  a  povver  to  incorpor- 
i(e  a  bank  for  a  specific  ana  limited  purpose, 
rould  Congress  baVe  bad  the  power  to  institute 
I  bank  for  any  other  purpose  than  that  specified  ? 
/ertainly  not,  sir;  there  could  have  been  no  de- 
ate  about  such  a  question.  The  case  supposed 
od  the  ooe  before  us  are  perfectly  ^KiralleL  Con- 
:ress  would  have  had  power  to  incorporate  a  bank 
or  the  specific  purpose,  but  could  not  hare  estab- 
isbed  aoy  other  bank,  for  any  other  purpose,  or 
rith  a  sphere  of  operation  different  from  tnat  pre- 
cribed.  So  here,  they  can  re<]uire  the  service  of 
he  militia  in  the  three  specified  cases,  and  In  no 
ther. 

But  another  consideration  is  pressed  with  great 
oafideoce.  It  is  said  that  the  power  given  to  Con- 
ress  by  the  Constitution,  '*  to  provide  for  calling 
Qttbe  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union, 
oppress  insurrections,  and  repel  invasions,'^  has 
MereDce  to  a  state  of  peace;  that  the  Invasion 
four  territory  does  not  necessarily  suppose  a 
ate  of  war,  and  that  writers  on  national  and  pub- 
c  law  speak  of  invasion  as  an  event  distinct 
om  war.  I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  to  ex- 
mine  books  on  the  subject ;  but  to  me,  invasion, 
le  term  used  in  the  Constitution,  is  a  plain  Eng- 
sh  word.  It  is  possible  that  a  hostile  incursion 
Q  our  territorv  may  not  always  amount  to  or  be 
^incident  witn  a  state  of  war;  but  invasion  must 
I  most  instances  amount  to  war.  ^  Is  it  not  in  it- 
'If  in  almost  every  instance  a  positive  unequivo- 
il  act  of  war  ?  It  is  not,  however,  enough  for 
leboDorable  geutlemnn  to  show  that  invaiiion 
lay  exist  without  war.  To  bear  him  out  in  this 
art  of  his  argument,  he  must  satisfy^  us  that  in- 
asioD  is  necessarily  and  always  an  event  distinct 
'm  war;  for  if  it  may  be  Qoincident  with  war, 
*  it  can  in  any  case  be  itsetf  an  act  of  war,  then 
le  Constitution  has  provided  that  in  that  event 
f  a  war  the  militia  may  be  called  out ;  and  hav- 
^S  provided  for  that  particular  case^  Congress  can 
are  DO  right  to  call  them  out  for  any  other  war- 
Ite  purpose.  This  part  of  the  argument  on  the 
ther  side,  therefore  wholly  fails. 
The  power  contended  for,  is  certainly  inconsls- 
?Dt  with  the  design  of  the  framers  of  the  Consti- 
Qtion.  It  was  intended  that  the  States  should 
eserve  to  themselves  (except  in  the  three  cases 
peciSed)  the  militia,  as  their  own  peculiar  mili- 
ary force.  This  was  wise ;  and  it  is  happy  for 
>s  that  the  Constitution  is  so  framed.  A  regular 
fpjy  alone  is  fit  for  active  offensive  war.  The 
Qilitia  may  be  useful  in  repellinz  sudden  inva- 
»ODs;  they  may  be  the  best  force  for  suppressing 
Dsurrections,  and  enforcing  the  execution  of  the 
^'PS  because  they  are  less  odious  to  the  people 
ban  regular  troops.  But,  sir,  it  would  be  extrerae- 
y  inconvenient,  as  well  as  incompatible  with  the 
jrinciples  of  the  Constitution,  that  the  General 
joveromenl  should  carry  on  war  by  means  of  the 
niliiia.  The  commissions  of  the  officers  depenJ 
JO  Stale  authority — they  may  expire  to-day  or  to- 
nwrrow— you  know  not  when ;  and  When  you 
were  out  on  an  important  expedition  with  jrour 
nailitia  army,  the  authority  of  its  officers  might 
12th  Con.  1st  Siss.— 25 


cease.  There  is  another  objection— *the  Constiui- 
lioa  provides,  that  all  officers  who  serve  the  Uni- 
ted States,  (except  In  the  three  cases  in  which 
the  militia  may  be  called  out,)  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  President  and  Senate;  but  if  the  exposition 
now  urged  be  just,  and  the  militia  may  be  used 
for  the  purpose  of  ofiensive  war,  the  United  States 
would  have  officers  in  their  service,  in  their  wars, 
not  appointed  by  the  authority  to  which  the  Con- 
stitution has  given  the  right  of  appointment.  If 
was  wisely  provided  that  the  President  and  Sen- 
ate should  be  responsible  for  the  character  and 
qualifications  of  the  officers  of  the  United  States, 
fi lit,  sir,  the  construction  now  set  up,-would^in 
this  respect,  defeat  this  w^iolesome  provision. 
This  construction,  sir,  is  to  me  entirely  new.  The 
opponents  of  the  Constitution  were  alarmed  bj. 
the  power  enabling  Congress  to  call  out  the  mili- 
tia, for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  Constitu- 
tion. They  complained  that  it  wan  very  hard 
that  Congress 'should  have  the  power  to  order  the 
militia  from  one  extremity  of  the  Union  to  the 
other,  to  execute  the  laws  or  suppress  insurre(^- 
tions.  But,  I  believe  that  not  the  least  hint  of  the 
power  to  call  them  out  for  the  purpose  of  offen- 
sive or  foreign  war,  can  be  found  in  any  of  the 
debates  or  political  writings  whiqh  the  CfonstitU:- 
tion  occasioned. 

I  was  much  instructed  yesterday  by  the  judi- 
cious observations  made  on  this  subject  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Macon.)  He 
supposes,  if  I  understand  him  correctly,  that  the 
United  States  may  obtain  the  service  ot  the  mili- 
tia by  an  agreement  with  the  States.  He  says 
that  the  States  on  entering  into  the  confederacy 
surrendered  no  powers  but  those  expressly  grant- 
ed to  the  General  Government.  Before  the  con- 
federation, they  had  the  right  to  use  the  militia 
as  they  pleased ;  and  therefore  the  honorable  gen- 
tlenian  suggests  that  the  States  may  now  com- 
bine with  the  United  States  in  carrying  on  a  war, 
and,  by  a  compact  between  them,  the  militia  may 
serve  in  the  war.  This,  sir,  may  be  so.  I  will, 
however,  ^submit,  whether  the  existence  of  the 
States  in  their  political  capacity,  can  be  recog- 
nised at  all  for  any  of  the  purposes  of  war.  Are 
they  not  in  that  respect  annihilated. 

There  was,  Mr.  Speaker,  another  bill  on  our 
table,  by  which  a  volunteer  corps  was  to  be  rais- 
ed, w^bose  officers  were  tp  be  appointed  by  the 
President.  The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
(Mr.  Cheves)  seemed  to  think  that  bill  uncoa- 
stituiionai,  and  read  from  Judge  Tucker's  Notes 
on  Blackntone's  Commentaries,  an  opinion  by 
which  a  similar  law  passed  in  1798,  is  pronounced 
a  violation  of  the  Constitution.  I  may  err,  sir, 
for  I  am  sensible  of  the  value  of  Judge  Tucker'e 
Commentary  to  the  American  lawyer  and  states^ 
man,  but  I  must  be  permitted  to  think  sucha  laV 
perfectly  Constitutional ;  as  the  troops  raised  by 
it  would  be  officered  by  the  President,  they  would 
be  part  of  the  regular  army.  ,  This  note  of  Judge 
Tucker  was  probably  written  hastily,  and  with- 
out much  consideration.  The  volunteer  corps 
contemplated  by  the  present  bill,  ho\yeYer,  will 
be  a  mere  militia.    A.s  such,  I  vote  for  it.  .  . 
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Mr.  Rodman  moved  to  amend  the  bill^  by  add- 
ing the  word  militia,  so  as  Xp  read  volunteer  mili- 
tia  force. 

Mr.  FiNDLBY. — Mr.  Speaker :  I  am  opposed  to 
the  motion  of  my  colleague,  f Mr.  Rodman,)  to 
insert  the  term  militia  into  tnis  bill.  It  is  not 
used  in  either  the  bill  or  in  the  title  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Relations,  nor  ought  it  to  be 
introduced.  The  militia,  under'  different  names 
in  different  countries,  are  such  inbabitanta^s  are 
always  obliged,  for  the  general  protection,  to  obey 
the  call  of  the  Go?ernment  made  according  to 
law,  or  to  be  punished  for  not  doing  so.  They  do 
not  serve  as  volunteers,  but  are  under  an  indispen- 
aable  obligation.  This  priticiple  arises  from  the 
law  of  nature,  under  which  it  is  every  man's  duty 
to  protect  himself;  on  entering  into  political  so- 
ciety, he  hasa  right  to  the  protection  of  the  society. 
To  contribute  to  thb  protection,  every  member  of 
the  society  is  under  a  moral  obligation  to  do  it  in 
the  manner  prescribed  by  law.  This  law  consti- 
tutes what  in  this  country  and  in  Britain  is  called 
a  militia,  in  France  a  conscription,  and  in  other 
nations  by  other  names;  but  in  all  nations,  it  is 
totally  distinct  from  volunteers.  All  men  who 
enlist  of  their  own  free  will  into  a  regular  army, 
are  volunteers  in  doing  so.  In  Britain,  it  is  vol- 
unteers that  are  by  the  recruiting  officers  invited 
at  the  drum-head  to  enlist.  The  only  difference 
between  the  regular  army  directed  to  be  raised, 
and  the  volunteers  proposed  in  the  bill,  is  the  dif- 
ference in  the  terms  on,  and  time  for,  which  they 
engage;  but  when  they  are  called  into  service 
agreeable  to  their  voluntary  engagements,  they 
are  both  qualified  for  every  purpose  of  war,  and 
they  are  equally  distinct  from  militia. 

Mr.  Speaker,  T  had  made  op  my  mind  to  vote 
for  the  bill,  though  I  would  have  preferred  that 
which  has  been  laid  aside  as  the  simple  and  best 
suited  to  the  object  proposed.  Presuming  that 
the  choice  of  their  own  officers  is  a  characteristic 
•difference  between  the  volunteers  and  the  enlisted 
regiments,  the  signing  of  commissions  is  little 
more  than  matter  of  form,  but  a  necessary  form; 
if  it  even  answered  no  other  purpose,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  procure  suitable  treatment  acid  exchange 
to  such  officers  as  may  have  the  misfortune  to  be 
taken;  and  e^en  for  this  purpose,  their  being 
signed  by  the  President  would  be  most  conve- 
nient;  but,  whether  the  officers  be  commissioned 
by  the  President  or  the  States,  as  soon  as  the 
Tolunteers  brin^  themselves  under  the  engage- 
ments proposed  in  the  bill,  they  are  no  longer  a 
militia,  but  are  as  much  qualified  for  the  service 
so  much  spoken  of,  as  the  regular  troops.  It  is 
with  this  view  that  I  will  vote  for  the  b|ll.  So 
many  doubts  have  been  started  on  the  floor  of  the 
power  of  Congress  to  employ  the  militia  out  of 
tEe  Territories  of  the  United  States,  that  it  may 
be  improper  to  attempt  it.  Admitting  as  an 
amendment  the  term  "  militia,"  could  not  make 
the  volunteers,  when  engaged,  to  be  such.  The 
militia,  as  defined  by  the  militia  law,  still  remain 
liable  to  the  call  of  the  United  States,  or  of  the 
individual  States,  either  in  classes  or  in  mass, 
as  occasion  may  require.    The  Tolunteers  pro* 


posed  by  the  bill,  I  take  to  be  intended  to  ai4  ilic 
more  permanent  army,  or  to  supply  the  vaoi  of 
it  for  internal  defence,  or  offensive  operaiiooi.  i; 
the  case  may  require.  Their  volunurjf  eogai^e- 
ment  distinguishes  them  from  the  miiitlL  k 
does  not  divest  them  of  their  patriotism. 

Mr.  Wilson  observed,  that  it  is  the  dQtf  cf 
the  President  to  communicate,  from  time  to  no^ 
to  Congress,  such  measures  as  be  shall  jtidf^of 
dessary  and  expedient;  and  at  the  opeoiDgoftbe 
present  session,  he  had  recommended  toCoogm 
to  pat  the  nation  into  a  warlike  attitude;  tofl 
up  the  present  tnilitia  establishment ;  to  raise '.ei 
thousand  additional  troops.  Congress  has  ui 
only  filled  pp  the  old  establish  meat,  but  x^ 
twenty-fiye  thousand  additional  men.  He  ^ 
lieved  the  bill  before  the  House  necessary,  u  s 
will  be  a  means  of  bringing  forward  men  fr» 
the  militia  who  can  most  conveniently  learetlMi 
homes;  no  doiibt  they  wiil  be  considered  ssta- 
unteers  for  the  internal  defence  of  the  coostrr 
under  the  provision  of  the  CoostitutioD. 

He  should  be  alarmed  at  the  idea  of  raisii^t 
regular  force  of  eightyrfive  .thousand  men,  was 
the  Executive  had  only  asked  for  ten  thooa^ 
The  House  was  told  the  spirit  of  the  natioo  is 
up.  He  believed  the  people  wished  the  cooerrf 
to  be  put  in  a  posture  of  defence — in  a  i\vii\^ 
prepared  for  war.  He  should  have  been  viLi^ 
to  vote  for  raising  ten  thousand  addttiooal  trccw 
though  he  voted  against  twenty-five  thoa»4Lii 
and  he  certainly  should  not  now  think  of  add:^ 
fiftv, thousand  more  to  those  already  graautfi 
and  if  the  appointment  of  the  oflicers  were  ua 
placed  in  the  President,  these  volunteers  n^ 
be  nothing  different  from  regulars,  except  as 3 
the  term  of  service ;  and  if  the  biU  were  lo  ^ 
passed  in  this  form;  the  volunteers  would  Dc:b( 
got;  the  men  would  be  willing  to  engage  to  a- 
ecute  the  laws,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repsi 
invasions,  but  not  in  a  foreign  conquest. 

Respecting  the  right  of  the  General  Goreri* 
ment  to  send  these  volunteers  out  of  the  Uoiud 
States,  under  the  bill  as  it  now  stands,  ibe  qse* 
tion  had  beeO'So  fully  discussed  that  it  was  o&Be* 
eessary  to  add  another  wprd  to  what  bad  beff 
said.  It  was.  to  him,  a  perfectly  new  idea  lUt 
Congress  hail  any  such  power ;  and  h  was  i: 
.  idea  which'  he  could  not  believe  had  die  levi 
foundation  in  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  Rodman's  amendment  was  negatired.^ 

Mr.  Bacon  moved  that  the  word  *^  fifty*  ^ 
struck  out  of  the  bill,  and  ^'  twenty"  iDserted  ia 
its  place.  He  was  of  opinion  with  those  geode 
men  who  consider  this  force  as  a  militia  foroa 
and  competent  for  domestic  purposes  ocly,  ^ 
as  are  mentioned  in  the  Constitution.  He  \!^y^i^* 
twenty  thousand  men  of  this  descriptioa  vouilj 
be  sufficient  for  actine  on  the  seaboard,  maQQi4 
fortifications,  or  repelling  any  incursions  vbiVi 
may  be  made  into  the  country.  Should  this  \» 
tion  be  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  become  a  lav.^ 
would  bring  in  another  bill  for  raising  a  volaoteef 
force  of  a  description  calculated  for  the  obj^ 
which  aU  Wished  to  be  effected.  If  the  pre>eli 
amendment  was  agreed  to,  he  would  propx 
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lother  in  the  third  seettoo,  prortding  that  this 
tree  sbfiU  not  be  marched  out  of  the  jurisdietioa 
'the  United  States. 

Mr.  Smilie  hoped  the  amendment  would  not 
evail.  He  wished  the  biii  might  pass  without 
Qeodment.  He  thought  the  reffalar  force  al- 
idy  voted  was  larger  than  could  l>e  raised.  He 
>ped  the  House  would  not  add  any  more  to 
em. 

Mr.  Nstso^  hoped  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
KD  from  Massachusetts  would  not  he  agreed  to. 
any  man  will  turn  his  eyes  to  the  map  of  the 
oited  States,  and  obsei'Te  the  exiensiveoess  of 
T  frontier,  he  will  be  satisfied  that  twenty  thou- 
ad  men  would  be  an  inadequate  force  for  the 
ipose  of  guarding  it.  Instead  of  reducing  the 
imber  of  volunteers,  he  had  rather  the  number 
oold  be  Ode  hundred  thousand  than  fifty  thou* 
od. 

The  amendment  proposed  to  the  third  -section 
the  bill  would  be  objectionable,'  on  the  ground 
its  interfering  with  a  power  helongtng  td  the 
tecutive,  as  Ck)mraander-in-Chief,  of  directing 
e  employment  of  these  yolunteert  as  he  shall 
em  proper. 

Mr.  Gbundy  thought  it  better  to  reduce  the 
mber  of  men  to  Im  raised  by  thie  bill  to  that 
lich  would  be  sufficient  for  internal  purposes, 
s  was  of  opinion  with  those  who  considered 
e  militia  as  the  shield  of  the  several  States) 
d  the  army  as  the  instrument  with  which  to 
rry  on  war.  If,  said  he,  more  men  are  ap- 
)priated  to  internal  defence  than  are  necessary, 
will  be  taking  sq  many  from  the  effective  force 
leoded  to  be  raised  by  aoother  bill  lo  go  against 
loada.  He  was  clearly  in  favor  of  volunteers 
'  both  these  objects. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  sayv,  he 
11  rely  on  the  fifty  thousand  voUiuteers  propos- 
to  be  raised  by  the  bill  as  it  now  stands.  If 
could  show  that  these  men,  or  any  part  of 
!m,  could  bt  sent  to  Canada,  he  would  rely 
on  them  too ;  but  if  this  could  not  be  shown, 
eould  not  r^ly  upon  them.  He  was,  therefore, 
'  raising  two  descriptions  of  volunteers,  one  for 
eroal  defence,  and  the  other  for  j^iug  against 
!  British  provinces.  He  was  not  afraid  of  this 
{ular  force;  they  were  to  be  engaged  for  a 
3rt  period  only,  and  when  that  expired,  they 
)uld  return  home*  Mr.  O.  read  some  extracts 
m  the  speech  of  Colonel  Qeorge  Nicholas,  in 
\  Virginia  Convention,  in  support  of  what  he 
1  advanced. 

Vfr.  Raboolph  wished  to  say  a  few  words. 
!  trusted  the  very  few  observations  which  he 
d  to  make,  and  which  would  not  have  been 
Mle  but  for  some  remarks  )nrbtch  had  fallen 
m  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  would  not 
iject  him  to  any  charge  of  wishing  to  obstruct 
!  public  business.  After  having  debated  five 
^s  on  the  proposition  of  the  Committee  of  For- 
n  Relations,  he  had  thought,  when  the  vote 
s  taken  yesterday,  that  the  ground  of  debate 
s  settled;  but  he  saw,  to  his  great  surprise, 
thoot  any  object  or  foundation,  the  debate  still 
,ng  on  t<Hlay  in  vhe  same  roudd. 


I  see,  too^said  he,  a  disposition  to  diminish  the 
true  defensive  force  of  the  States — to  <;ut  it  down, 
to  whittle  it  away,  so  soon  as  it  is  discovered  that 
it  cartnot  be  used  for  purposes  of  aggrandizement 
and  ambition.  Gentlemen  are  willing  to  dimin* 
ish  as  much  as  you  please  the  national  force, 
while  embodied  as  militia,  to  give  nourishment 
to  the  standing  army ;  to  diminish  as  much  as 
possible  the  defence  of  the  Slates,  in  order  to 
make  their  attack  on  the  British  provinces ;  but 
We  are  to  rely  upon  twenty  thousand  militia  only, 
scattered  over  our  vast  frontier,  for  protection  at 
home. 

Shall  we  he  told,  that  whilst  this  House  ia 
ready  to  vote  one  hundred  thousand  men  to  go 
ag^ainst  a  foreign  province,  they  will  be  satisfied 
with  twenty  thousand  men  for  our  defence?  H« 
would  not  even  so  muoh  as  insinuate  that  the 
local  situation  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennesse6| 
.  far  removed  as  iie  is  from  the  seaeoast,  had  any 
influence  upon  his  opinion  in  this  case. 

He  had  thought  from  the  argument  of  the  gen« 
lleman  from  Tenpessee,  who  agreed  with  him 
that  these  volunteers  will  be  a  militia  force,  thai 
he  would  have  been  for  increasing,  rather  than 
diminishing  its  amount.  He  had  no  doubt  any 
number  of  men  would  be  found  ready  to  defend 
their  native  soil,  though  not  disposed  to  go  on  a 
windmill  quixotic  expedition  to  C^oebec. 

Mr.  R.  would  tell  the  gentleman  from  Tennes* 
see,  that  before  he  sets  his  volunteers  ready  to 
march  to  Canada — for  God  knows  they  have  had 
warning  enough*— Great  Britain  may  have  sent 
out  a  fieet  with  5,000  men  to  Halifax,  who  may^ 
in  five  days,  reach  some  of  the  most  vulnerable 
parts  of  our  country,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Hud- 
iaon,  Delaware,  or  Chesapeake,  and  do  us  incal-> 
eulable  mischief.  Mr.  R.  said  the  President 
would  not  dare,  because  it  would  violate  bis  duty 
to  the  natron  over  which  he  presides,  to  send  out 
a  militia  force  to  invade  Canada. 

What!  send  out  an  army  to  invade  a  barren. 
fjroSBeo  wilderness — a  country — ^so  help  me  God! 
(exclaimed  Mr.  R.,)  which,  if  the  British  Minis- 
ter would  make  me  a  present  of,  I  would  not 
accept. 

He  knew  that  through  the  influence  of  the 
public  prints,  and  all  those  arts  by  which  the 
poblio'  mind  is  wrought  upoUj  an  effervescence 
had  been  produced  throughout  the  country  in 
fiivor  of  war  measures,  and  which  was  ready  to 
fix  an  odium  on  all  those  who  are  unwilhng  that 
the  good  people  of  thfcse  United  States  should  ha 
involved  in  a  war  for  the  purpose  of  geniog  pos- 
session of  a  wretched  territory,  filled  with  tories 
and  refugees,  who  would  prove  a  curse  to  the 
Union,  by  bringing  new  forces  and  allies  to  that 

Jar ty  which  is  known  by  the  name  of  the  Essex 
unto. 

There  may  be  a  few  persons,  said  Mr.  R.,  who, 
from  the  madness  of  the  times,  may  be  willing  to 
embark  in  ttiis  business ;  but  he  trusted  when  the 
virtue  and  good  sense  of  the  people  came  to  re* 
fleet  upon  the  subject,  that  this  war-fever  would 
subside. .  He  would  venture  to  predict  that  in  sis 
months  the  whole  would  vanish. 
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Mr.  R.  was  aorprised  at  the  proeess  which  this 
bill  had  gooe  through.  Wh^n  he  heard  of  ao 
many  refereDoes  to  the  CodsUtution  and  other 
authorities,  it  had  the  appearance  of  an  attempt 
to  find  a  flaw  in  an  iDdictmeot,  or, for  a  high  fee, 
l»f  a  set  of  lawyers  endeaToring  to  pick  a  hole  ia 
aome  honest  roan's  will. 

He  had  hoped  we  ahould  hare  had  other  expo- 
aitioos  of  national  law  than  such  as  had  gone 
forth.  He  concurred  in  opinion  with  those  gen- 
tleoaen  who  cooffider  the  militia  as  the  true  de- 
fence of  the  respective  States  and  the  people,  not 
only  against  foreign  invasions,  bat  against  the 
usurpations  of  the  General  Gbveroment.  That 
the  militia  could  be  sent  out  of  the  limits  of  the 
United  States,  to  make  war,  never  entered  into 
the  minds  of  Georg:e  Mason,  Patrick  Henry, 
James  Madison,  nor  into  the  mind  of  any  other 
eminent  friend  or  enemy  of  the  Constitution. 

If  the  doctrine  of  the  gentleman  from  SouUi 
Carolina  (Mr.  Chsves)  were  to  be  acted  upon, 
and  the  best  part  of  the  inilitia  were  to  be  carried 
Dtit  of  the  United  States,  those  that  were  left 
Vi^ht  not  be  able  to  staud  against  any  aspiring 
chief  who  might  arise  out  of  a  standing  army; 
and  our  Government,  which  has  in  it  a  constant 
tendency  towards  hereditary  monarchy,  or  rather 
absolute  despotism,  might  thus  be  crushed  and 
overturned.  This,  said  .Mr.  R.,  provtn  the  aatn* 
n|l  death  of  every  Goveromenu  Ambition  may 
be  kept  down  for  a  white  by  the  throne  being  oc- 
cupied by  a  King  Log  or  a  King  Stork ;  but  make 
a  military  despot,  aikd  you  have  no  countervailing 
force.  You  slumber  on  the  calm  of  despotism. 
Create  a  Government  how  you  will,  a  wise  man 
has  said,  some  artful  men  will  uniformly  obtain 
the  direction  of  it  and  perpetuate  it  to  them- 
aelves  and  their  families.  And  there  exists  in 
this  Government,  as  there  existed  in  the  Conanlav 
Government  of  Rome,  and  the  popular  Govern- 
ment of  Athens,  a  predisposition  to  change  itt 
oature ;  and  it  is  only  by  a  saluetary  check  that 
liberty  can  be  perpetuated.  What  is  thiii  check? 
U  it  paper?  No;  it  is  power;  the  only  thiog 
which  can  qualify  it.  Yon  may  cover  whole 
diins  of  parchment  with  limitations,  but  power 
alone  can  limit  power. 

Mr.  R.  said,  that  the  great  aud  good  man  on 
whom  the  destinies  of  this  country  depended 
more  than  upon  any  other,  never  thought  of  this 
vower  of  sending  the  militia  out  of  the  country. 
This  questiou  was  never  started  In  his  time.  And 
he  desired  gentlemen  to  look  again  through  the 
volume  which  had  been  introduced,  of  the  De- 
hates  in  the  Virginia  Convention  on  the  Consti- 
tution, and  they  would  find  nothing  said  of  this 
nondescript  teriium  quid  kind  of  force  of  volun* 
tears  officered  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  The  .Constitution  knows  only  two  kinds 
of  force — an  army  and  a  militia. 

We  know  what  armies  are.  We  know  that 
thb  volunteer  corps,  which  is  wished  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  to  be  sent  out  of  the  Uni* 
ted  States,  cannot  be  considered  in  the  light  of  a 
tegular  army.  Public  jealousy  would  not  be  ex- 
cited in  the  same  degree,  in  respect  to  tt    It 


would  remain  among  us  without  any  distrMtllkt 
so  naany  spies  upon  the  whole  coantry,  natil  \kt 
Presidential  fiat  should  call  Ihem  forth  like  ibe 
men  of  Cadmus. 

The  bill  provides  that  the  service  of  these  fd- 
unteers  may  be  accepted  in  companies  and  ixi^ 
ades,  so  that  some  of  the  States  may  be  depnTtd 
of  their  natural  defence.  He  would  name  t^ 
State  of  Delaware,  for  instance.  No  State  w^ak 
be  more  exposed  to  be  depredated  upon,  thaa  t^ 
gallant  little  State  of  Delaware.  Suppose  tbs 
State  should  make  a  tender  of  ten,  or  tvu^ 
thousand  men;  and  whilst  they  are  marchiDfii 
search  of  foreign  conquest,  their  own  houses  shoola 
be  burnt  over  the  heads  of  their  wives  and  cki- 
dren  1    Would  this  ^  borne  ? 

But,  perhaps,  it  will  be  said  that  the  Pren^ 
of  the  United  States  would  have  the  prudence  as 
to  aceept  of  t^e  service  of  so  many  men  fromoa 
State-^that  he  will  aoafce  a  judicious  seleciifs. 
It  is  here,  that  the  cloven  foot  of  this  mossussi 
this  anomalous^  nondescript  force,  begins  to  shai 
itself.  It  gives  to  the  Presideut  of  the  Uaiid 
States  the  power  to  rally  around  his  person u 
effective  disciplined  force,  commanded  by  offiea 
particularly  attached  to  his  person,  to  the  aiDoe±i 
of  thirty  thousand  men,  drawn  fromdifiereotpiru 
of  the  Union.  Could  a  project  be  devised  beue 
Calculated  to  eoable  an  as|Hriag,  ambitious  Pre^ 
dent,  to  overturn  the  Constitution  of  thiscoastrf ' 
la  it*  not  the  same  kind  of  force  that  AaroD  Bi*: 
(he  asked  pardon  for  mentioning  his  namt^ 
misfortune  is  entitled  to  respect)  emploved-H3» 
cenaries,  who  hired  themselves  for  a  few  dolks 
or  noggins  of  gin,  to  execute  the  orders  of  lbs 
chief  1  If  he  were,  however,  to  have  a  ms6tef,i: 
mattered  little  to  htm  who  he  was.  Figire  & 
yourselves^  said  Mr.  R.,  io  place  of  the  preses; 
Chief  Magtstiate,  an  ardent,  aspiring  ambitiw 
character  in  tue  Presidential  chair,  with  a  Sva:i- 
wottt  or  a  BoUman  Ibr  his  military  chief;  betsi^ 
whether  the  liberties  of  the  country,  in  socb  &^^ 
oation,  would  be  safe?  They  cer uinly  wo;iii 
not.  He  would  sooner  give  the  QoveraiB»< 
twenty^five  thou^nd  more  regulars,  thaa  ui 
nondescript  force  proposed. 

We  held  up  our  hands  against  the  principled! 
raising  armies*! n  ibrmer  times.  We  had  not  iba 
construed  the  Constitution  to  our  own  purpo«« 
This  forca  is  precisely  of  that  kind  ofwkieU 
President  of  the  description  which  be  had  oea- 
tioned  would  wish  to  be  poasessed ;  and  if  ii  ^ 
thought  impossible  that  such  a  character  sbouid 
ever  gf4>t  to  the  chair,  we  must  have  giveo  upftl> 
our  views  of  human  nature.  Such  a  maOr  ^^ 
such  a  forcCr  would  find  no  difficulty  of  toraiDi 
you  out  o(  this  Hall  and  fixing  bis  heel  gpofi  yout 
neck.  And  the  <Dommander-in-Chief  of  saeh  a 
afrmy,  must  be  a  greater  bungler  thao  aay  nas 
ought  to  be^  less  versed  in  political  and  mihury 
tactics  than  can  well  be  supposed,  if  be  does  tt^ 
conclude  his  Canadian  campaign  by  stepping  ii^^ 
yonder  house.  [Pointing  to  the  residenee  of  tii: 
President.] 

Mr.  R.  said  he  had  examined,  with  someatt<^; 
tion,  the  opinions  expressed  by  gentlemen  on  ^'^ 
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ides  of  the  question  in  the  Vir^nit  Oon?ention. 
fie  foond  not  only  no  trace  of  the  power  lately 
ittempted  to  be  set  ttp4n  this  Honse^out  he  found 
imiiar  fears  expressed  to  those  which  he  enter- 
lined  or  a  standing  force  and  a  military  chief. 
Mr.R.  quoted  the  sentiments  of  Mr.  George  Ma- 
on  and  others,  delivered  in  the  Virginia  Conven- 
ion,  on  the  Constitution,  in  confirmation  of  what 
e  bad  advanced;  and  concluded,  with  a  hope 
bat  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Mas* 
acbasetts  would  not  prevail.] 

Mr.  Bacon  proposed  to  varv  bis  motion  from 
ventv  to  twent]^- five  thoosano  men.  As  it  waa 
aly  three  days  since  the  House  had  passed  a  law 
91  raising  twenty-five  thousand  regular  tfoops,  h« 
loped  they  should  not  so  soon  have  been  engaged 
D  any  plan  for  putting  th^m  down.  When  we 
ball  nave  no  further  oepasion  for  them,  a  vote  of 
hngresB  can  pat  them  down,  in  the  same  way 
hat  they  were  raised.  He  wished  the  present 
orce,  to  aid  the  tfrmy  in  the  internal  defence  of 
be  country. 

Mr.  WiDGERT  was  opposed  to  this  amendment. 
t  was  with  reluctance  that  he  at  any  time  disa- 
ireed  with  his  colleague;  but  there  is  no  man 
rho  does  net  sometimes  get  wrong. 

If  the  gentleman  had  considered  that  we  have 
iseacoast  of  nearly  two  thousand  miles,  he  would 
earcely  ha  ve  wisbed  to  reduce  the  number  of  these 
foluoteers;  and  why  should  they  be  reduced  1 
They  will  be  no  expense  until  they  are  embodied 
or  service,  and  it  may  be  necessary,  if  we  go  to  war, 
0  repel  invasion  at  points  which  we  do  not  now 
binlc  of.  But  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
GLandolpb)  is  afraid  our  small  army  should  07er« 
ttra  the  Government ;  the  gentleman  surely  does 
lot  recollect  that  we  have  a  militia  of  between 
lereo  and  eight  thousand  men,  or  he  would  lay 
iside  his  fears  on  this  head.  It  was  idle  to  talk 
D  this  way. 

Mr.  Nblboic  said,  if  we  proceeded  in  this  way, 
ndeavoring  to  raise  spectres  from  the  vasty  deep, 
here  would  be  no  end  to  the  present  discussion* 
It  was  his  wish  to  put  the  nation  in  armor ;  and 
ke  was  sorry  that,  after  having  been  ten  weeks  in 
lessioD,  a  motion  should  now  be  mad^  to  reduce 
be  Dumber  of  volunteers  proposed  to  be  raised  by 
his  bill,  from  fifty  thousand  to  twenty-five  thou- 
And.  Another  provision  was  intended  to  locate 
ibe  employment  of  this:  force.  Mr.  N.  was  op* 
i>osed  to  giving  this  bill  the  form  of  a  militia  bill. 
Fie  wished  to  put  the  nation  in  a  posture  of  de- 
leiKe — to  put  on  strong  armor.  He  did  not  wish 
10  prescribe  the  manner  in  which  these  troops 
iball  be  used ;  because  the  Constitution  has  placed 
ibis  power  in  other  hands.  It  is  the  province 
)f  the  Commander-in-Chief  to  employ  this  force 
la  he  thinks  proper,  under  his  Constitutional  re^ 
spoQsibility.  When  the  question  of  war  shall 
:ome  before  the  House,  it  would  be  necesssiry  to 
ietermine  upon  the  particular  measures  to  be  ptrr- 
toed;  but,  until  that  question  was  before  him,  he 
•hoQid  pledge  himself  to  no  piTrticular  course.  He 
vonld  look  the  demon  in  the  fact  before  he  came 
10  mpple  with  him. 

ne  had  said,  that  it  was  his  object  to  pot  tiie 


nation  in  armor;  and  therefore  he  wished  to  give 
the  Government  an  adequate  force.  He  was  on* 
willing  to  call  this  force  a  militia,  because  he  con- 
sidered the  militia  to  be  a  force  which  cannot  be 
sent  without  the  United  States;  it  can  be  em* 
ployed  only  for  the  purpose  prescribed  in  the  Con- 
stitution. He  was  one  of  those  who  deemed  the 
militia  to  be  the  bulwark  of  the  States,  and  he 
should  never  be  wiltiDg  to  surrender  what  he  con- 
sidered 88  a  State  right.  He  considered  the  militia 
as  intended  to  maintain  the  sovereignty  of  the 
States,  not  only  against  the  encroachments  of  any 
foreign  Power,  but,  if  sueh  should  ever  unhappily 
arise,  againat  the  usurpation  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment. It  was  unnecessary  to  enter  into  argu- 
ments in  support  of  this  opinion,  a^  it  had  already 
been  made  sufficiently  clear.  He  would  add  only 
one  reason  to  those  already  stated. 

If  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  fVom  South 
Carolina  were  correct,  that  the  poWer  to  raise  and 
employ  armies,  carries  with  it  all  the  necessaij 
powers  to  carry  that  general  TK)wer  into  effect,  it 
would  indeed  be  of  vast  magnitude.  L6t  us  look 
into  Che  sovereign  power  in  other  countries.  In 
Great  Britain,  all  the  rights  of  the  people  are 
ceded  from  the  Crown.  It  will  be  recollected  that 
the  Barons  obtained  from  King  John  the  great 
Magna  Charta,  and  afterwards  the  Bill  of  Rights.' 
The  people  of  that  country,  then,  have  no  rights  but  • 
such  as  are  yielded  to  them.  Not  so  with  us.  All 
the  power  which  our  (Governments  possess  is  de- 
rived from  the  people,  who  are  the  fountain  of 
power.  The  people  here  make  the  Government^ 
and  not  the  Government  the  people.  They  made 
both  the  Generhl  and  State  Governments,  and 
gave  to  each  such  power  as  they  judged  proper. 

Mr.  N.  thought  a  plain  line  of  demarkation  in 
respect  to'  the  powers  of  Congress,  was  to  be  found 
in  tne  8th  section  of  the  1st  article  of  the  Constitu- 
tion :  **  Congress  is  to  raise  and  support  armies.** 
He  acknowledged  this  to  be  a  sovereign  power; 
but  if  there  had  been  no  limitation  in  respect  to 
this*  power  in  the  Constitution,  be  should  have 
contended  that  Congress  under  this  grant  could 
not  have  exercised  the  same  power  over  the  mili- 
tia that  is  here  given  them  over  the  army ;  as  all 
power  must  be  expressly  given,  otherwise  it  is  re- 
tained by  the  States,  or  the  people.  But  the  matter 
IS  pvt  beyond  doubt,  by  the  clause  which  limits 
the  use  of  the  militia  to  "  executing  the  laws  of 
the  Union,  suppressing  insurrections,  and  repel* 
ling  invasions.'^ 

COBgrees  is  thus  controlled  in  the  exercise  of  the 
power  given  them  to  raise  and  support  armies ; 
and  ^  the  limitation  of  that  power  implied  a  sub- 
stantive ffrant  of  power  in  respect  to  the  militia, 
without  limitation. 

Mr.  N.  said  he  bad  been  branded  as  lukewarm 
ill  this  business  of  putting  the  nation  in  a  warlike 
attitude ;  bat  without  cause,  for  ho  was  decidedly 
in  favor  of  taking  every  necessary  step  for  thii 
purpose.  He  considered  the  fiftv  thousand  vol- 
unteers proposed  to  be  raised  by  tnis  bill  as  an  ef- 
fieetive  rorce ;  and  the  more  so,  as  it  will  doubt- 
less be  carried  almost  unanimously. 
'    It  wae  to  be  regretted  that  it  had  gone  abroad 
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that  we  are  a  divided  people-^tbat  tbere  are  ctti* 
zeos  among  us  hostile  to  the  Govern  men  t.  He 
did  Dot  believe  this  to  be  correct.  The  opinion 
was  fostered  by  ibose  who  wished  it  to  be  true; 
but  tbe  report  had  no  foundation  in  fact.  He 
wished  it  dissipated. 

Mr.  N.  disliked  staodin|r  armies  as  much  as  anv 
one;  and  wished  to  avoid  any  roeaaores  which 
might  in  any  way  jeopardize  our  liberties.  If  the 
course  which  the  nation  is  now  about  to  assume, 
had  been  taken  years  ago,  our  present  calamities 
might  have  been  avoided.  He  did  not  believe 
that  the  regular  force  proposed  to  be  raised,  would 
be  got  in  time.  He  berieved  the  volunteers  con- 
templated in  this  bill  would  come  forward  not 
only  as  militiamen,  but  as  regulars,  and  he  con- 
sidered them  as  less  dangerous  in  this  character 
than  the  standing  troops.  They  will  consist  of 
the  yeumanry,  or  the  sons  of  the  yeomanry  of  the 
eounXry,  whose  rights  and  duties  cannot  be  sepa** 
xated  from  those  of  their  fellow-citizens;  they 
leave  their  homesat  the  call  of  their  country;  they 
do  not  take  up  the  profession  of  soldiers  for  a  sub- 
aistence,  and  do  not  remain  long  enough  in  the 
ranks  to  forget  their  wives  and  children ;  and 
when  their  services  expire  they  wiU  return  to  their 
own  firesides  with  the  same  principles  and  feel- 
ings with  which  they  leave  them;  ready  to  defend 
,  their  respective  States,  with  the  arms  which  they^ 
have  obtained  in  the  service. 

Mr.  N.  considered  volunteer  militia  as  another 
objecL  If  the  President  were  to  call  out  these 
volunteers,  it  would  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  the 
State  to  interfere  with  them.  He  had  formed  an 
opinion  that  the  bill  which  originally  came  from 
the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  would  be 
tnost  effectual }  the  force  would  be  less  dangerous 
than  an  army,  and  more  effective  than  militia. 
This  is  the  kind  of  armor  with  which  he  wished 
to  clothe  the  natioo.  He  had  made  these  remarks, 
to  the  end  that  the  House  might  reject  the  proposed 
amendment,  with  a  view  of  afterwards  making 
these  volunteers  the  effective  force  so  much  to  be 
desired. 

Mr.  PoRTBR  said  tbe  proposed  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  put  the  subject 
in  a  new  point  of  view.  In  order  to  enable  gen- 
tlemen to  act  in  concert,  and  to  afford  an  oppor- 
tunity to  such  gentlemen  as  might  still  wish  to 
deliver  their  sentiments  on  the  occasion,  he  moved 
an  adjournment. 

The  motinn  was  negatived,  86  to  11. 

After  a  few  observations  from  Mr.  Bioblow,  in 
favor  of  retaining  the  militia  principle  in  the  bilh 
.he  again  moved  that  the  House  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  spin  lo»t  44  to  38. 

The  question  on  IVir.  Bacon's  amendment  was 
then  put  and  negatived— yeas  11,  nays  83,  as 
follows : 

raAs— Bzekiel  Bacon,  WilUam  W.  Bibb,  WUtiam 
.  Findley,  James  Fiak,  Thomas  Oholson,  Faliz  Grundy, 
"tVilliam  R.  King,  Joseph  Iiewis,  jnn.,  Israel  Pickens, 
Peter  B.  Porter,  and  William  Strong. 

Nats — Willie  Alston,  janior,  William  Anderson, 
Btevenaon  Archer,  John  Baker,  David  Bard,  Joeiah 
BartleCt»^fiarwell  Baesett,  Abqah  Bigelaw,  William 


BiacUedge,  Hamanns  Bleeckcr,  TImums  Bknci, 
Adam  Boyd,  James  Breckenridge,  Bobeit  Brows,  Wn. 
A.  Burwell,  William  Buaer,  John  C.  Cslhou,  MaV 
ihew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  John  Cloptoo,  Leiii 
Oondit,  William  Crawford,  John  Dawson,  igsefk  De- 
sha, Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Eliaa  Earle,  Me^adi  Fnek- 
lin,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Bofling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  Job 
A.  Harper,  Aylctt  Hawes,  Jacob  Hafty,  JoIib  X. 
Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  Phil^B. 
Kej,  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Peter  litk, 
William  I|Owndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Mtcs, 
George  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  Archibald  X(- 
Bryde,  WiHiam  MeCoy,  Alexander  McKim,  Awa^ 
Metcalf,  Samnel  L.  Mitchill,  James  Morgan,  Jereoi^ 
Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  AnUiony  New,  Tbomae  New- 
ton, Stephen  Ormsby,  Willialn  Piper,  Beajsmia  PciJ, 
John  Randolph,  WUliam  Reed,  Samoisl  RiaggoliJui 
Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Wiliiam  M 
man,  Ebeneier  Sage,  Thomas  Sammoas,  Ebesfsc 
Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Slav, 
John  Smilie,  Geo.  Smith,  John  Smith,  Richard  Stu- 
ford,  John  Taliaferro,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Tunm,  ?. 
Laban  Wbeaton,  Leonard  White,  Robert  Whitclk. 
Dartd  R.  WUliams,  William  Widgery,  Thooias  Wir 
son,  and  Robert  Wright. 

The  qaestion  was  then  taken  on  concurrisff  viU 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  amendmno 
renorted,  which  was  carried  by  a  large  majorav. 
Itbein^  late,  the  Hoase  adjourned  without  takicr 
a  question  on  the  bilt^a  being  engrossed  foratbifi 
reading. 

'WE0NE8DA.Y,  Janoary  15. 

Mr.  Lewis,  from  tbe  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  presented  a  bill  to  amend  ik 
laws  within  the  District  of  C<^umbia ;  which  wi« 
read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  iii< 
whole  House  on  Monday  next.  * 

IMPRESSMENT  OF  AMERICAN  SEAMEN. 

Mr.  CoNDiT  understood  a  ffeatlemaa  asajiB^* 
in  tbe  course  of  tbe  debate  which  had  latdy  tiia 
place,  when  speaking  of  the  impressment  oTou 
seamen  by  the  British  vessels  of  war,  that  hiM 
our  Government  asked  too  much  they  might  faaT' 
obtained  redresa.  He  therefore  moved  ibefbi* 
lowing  resolution,  in  order  to  get  some  inforoi' 
lion  on  the  subject : 

**  Haohedi  That  the  President  of  the  United  Stiis 
be  requested  to  furnish  this  Honae  with  cofie*  of  ^ 
instructions  heretofore  given  to  onr  Minister  at  LaoM 
on  tbe  subject  of  th^  impressment  of  Amttricsn  letsffi 
into  the  naval  service  of  Great  Britain,  exoepusf  «> 
much  as  it  may  be  impr<M>er  to  disclose,  on  icexm^^ 
any  pending  negotiation. 

Mr.  NfiWTOif  saw  no  neceaaity  for  this  roolB- 
tioo^  as  he  believed  all  the  information  which  (he 
£icecutive  possessed  on  this  subject,  had  beeslai^ 
before  Congress  and  printed,  ile  would  meotios 
one  circumstance  to  show  that  the  pretence  vhick 
Great  Britain  makes  for  the  impressmeai  of  oor 
seamen  is  without  foundation.  Our  right  to  oil* 
uraliza  foreigners  is  established  by  our  CoDsiin- 
tion;  and  if  a  late  publication  of  that  coaoirf: 
'* Abbott  on  Shipping,-'  be  referred  io,  it  will  iP- 
pear^  that  any  foreigner  who  sliaU  remais  io  t^ 
British  navy  ibtae  ycara^  or  marry  a  wife  in  Hog* 
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and,  shall  become  a  subject  of  tbat  country  ;  so 
bat  while  they  make  subiects  of  our  citizeDs,  they 
leoy  as  the  rights  of  maxing  citizen?  of  their  sub- 
ects.— Ordered  to  He  on  the  table. 

YOLUNTBEB  CORPS. 

The  House  resumed  tire  consideration  of  the 
lili  to  authorrze  the  President  of  the  United  States 
0  accept  and  organize  certain  volunteer  military 
orps;  and  the  question  recurring  on  engrossing 
be  biH  for  a  third  reading, 

Mr.  BiOELOW  observed,  that  when  he  rose  yes* 
prday,  it  was  at  so  late  an  hour,  that  be  felt  un- 
rilliDg  to  detain  the  House  by  stating  in  full  his 
bjections  to  the  constitutionalitj  of  the  bill.  He 
rould  now  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House  while 
e  staled  theit)  more  distinctly.  He  regretted  that 
le  was  not  better  prepared  ;  that  he  had  not  had 
oore  time  to  examine  the  subject  in  a  point  of 
iew  which  had  but  recently  occurred  to  his 
liod. 

His  ohjeettons,  he  said,,  were  to  that  part  of  the 
ill,  which  provides,  "That  where  any  company, 
battalion,  regiment,  brigade,  or  division  of  militia 
already  organized,  shall  tender  their  voluntary 
serrice  to  the  United  States,  such  comnany,  bat* 
talioD,  regiment,  brigade^  or  division,  snail  contt- 
Doe  to  be  commanded  bv  the  officers  holding  com- 
missions in  the  same;''  that  is  to  say,  they  shall 
ct  under  State  commissions. 

By  the  Constitution,  he  said,  but  two  descrip- 
ions  of  force  are  contemplated.  It  speaks  of  two 
nly.  One  is  an  army,  or  regular  force,  which  is 
»e  odIv  proper  force  of  the  United  States,  which 
)rce  the  donstitution  authorises  Congress  to 
iise  when  necessary.  The  other  is  the  militia 
f  the  several  Suites,  not  of  the  United  States^ 
Vre  is  no  such  force  as  the  militia  of  the  Uni- 
;d  States;  they'are  the  milstia  of  the  States  to 
rhich  they  respectively  belong.  As  proof  of  this, 
e  read  that  clause  in  the -Constitution,  which 
iy$,  ''The  President  shall  be  coramander-in- 
bieif  of  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United  States 
Dd  of  the  militia  of  the  several  States,  when 
tiled  into  the  actual  service  of  the  United  States." 
*bos,  said  he,  the  militia  are  by  the  Constitution 
mphatically  recognised  as  the  militia  of  the  sev- 
ral  States. 

The  troops,  or,  as  they  are  termed^  the  volun- 
?ers,  contemplated  to  be  raised  by  this  bill^  must 
ome  within  one  of  the  above  description  of 
)rces.  They  must  either  be  part  of  the  army  of 
le  United  States,  or  of  the  militia  of  the  several 
tates,  or  they  are  not  a  description  of  force 
iithorized  by  the  Constitution. 

Are  they,  then,  an  army  or  regular  force  of  the 
United  States  ?  He  trusted  no  gentleman  would 
)Dtend  that  a  company, battalion,  regiment,  &c.. 
smmanded  by  officers  holding  State  commis- 
ons,  were  a  regular  force  of  the  United  States. 
'  they  come  within  either  of  the  descriptions, 
ley  must  be  considered  as  belonging  to  the  mili- 
a  of  the  several  States,  and,  until  called  into  ac- 
lal  service,  under  the  command  df  the  Execu- 
tes of  the  Slates  tg  which;they  respectively  be- 
mg.    Considering  them,  then,  as  militia>  the 


question  is,  can  Congress,  bylaw,  coe 
ally  authorize  a  company^  battalion, 
brigade,  or  division  of  State  militia,  \ 
command  of  the  Governgr  of  the  State 
they  belong,  without  first  applying  u 
transfer  themselves  from  his  command, 
out  his  order  or  consent,  and  put  thems 
der  the  command  of  the  President  ?    H 
not.    Yon  may  as  well  designate  a 
company,  regiment,  dbc,  ofState  militia 
You  may  as  well,  for  instance,  authorize 
ident  tp  call  into  the  service  of  the  Unit 
the  first  brigade  of  the  militia  of  Mass 
without  the  orders  or  consent  of  their  coi 
in-chief,  the  Governor  of  the  Com  mi 
This  bill,  if  passed  as  it  now  is,  destroy 
tary  order  and  subordination.    A  colon 
giment  might  as  well  issue  his  orders  t( 
tenant,  instead  of  the  captain  of  a  comp 

He  observed  that  be  had  heard  it  st 
fact,  that  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  a 
issued  general  orders  to  an  inferior  offi( 
army,  and  that  officer,  for  communicat 
without  consulting  his  superior  officer 
rested,  and  if  the  fact  were  so,  very 
arrested* 

These  principles,  he  said,  were  recoj 
Congress  in  1797  and  1798.  In  the  ac 
24, 1797;  authorizing  a  detachment  of  tl 
from  the  several  States,  the  President 

gowered  to  authorize  the  Executives  of  t 
Itates,  if  they  judged  it  expedient,  to  accc 
of  the  quota  of  the  State^  any  indepeod 
of  cavalry,  artillery,  or  infantry,  who  mig 
teer  their  services.  The  Congress  of  th; 
not  think  of  calling  out  the  militia  of  tli 
States,  but  through  the  medium  of  th 
tives  thereof,  who,  by  the  constitutions  i 
veral  States,  are  their  commander.s-in-cl 
they  are  called  into  the  actual  service  oj 
ted  States.  By  the  act  of  May  28. 1798 
log  a  provisional  army,  the  President  wi 
Ized,  in  addition  to  the  10,000  troops  to 
by  that  act,  in  the  event  df  a  declaratic 
against  the  United  States^or  of  actual  ir 
their  teirritory  by  a  foreign  Power,  or  of  i 
danger  of  such  invasion  discovered  in  hi 
to  exisf,  to  accept  of  any  company  or  c 
of  volunteers,  either  of  artillery,  cavalry, 
try,  and  whose  commissioned  officers  t 
dent  was  authorized  to  appoint. 

The  fact  is,  said  he,  that  there  is  no 
scription  of  force  as  volunteers;  they 
known  to  the  Constitution.  All  troops  c 
ed  by  officers  commissioned  by  the  1 
whether  raised  by  individual  enlistme 
enlistments  bv  companies,  &c.,  are  all 
they  are  the  Army  of  the  United  States 
are  commanded  by  officers  holding  State 
sions,  they  are  the  militia  of  the  Slate,  i 
called  into  actual  service  of  the  Unite 
under  the  command  of  the  Executive  of 
to  which  they  belong.  If  you  would 
into  service,  you  must  do  it  through  th( 
of  the  Governors  of  the  several  States: 
do  it  in  no  other  way. 
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For  these  reasonsj  he  said,  he  was  stroDj^ly  im- 
pressed with  the  opinion,  that  the  bill  was  alto- 
gether UDcoDstitutional,  and  expressed  it  wish 
that  others  of  more  ability,  and  who  had  paid 
more  attention  to  the  subject,  would  investigate  it. 

Mr.  Lacock  holding  an  opinion  on  the  bill  be- 
fore the  Committee  somewhat  diffei;ent  from  any 
which  he  had  heard  delivered,  he  would  take  the 
liberty  of  expressing  it. 

The  bill  has  assumed  a  shape  which  makes  the 
force  to  be  raised  u ode r  it,  a  militia  force.  The 
officers  and  soldiers  will  be  State  troops ;  hut 
when  embodied  and  in  the  field,  they  will  be  a 
component  part  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States. 

The  bill,  as  first  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations,  contemplated  the  appointment 
of  the  officers  of  this  volunteer  corps  by  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States.  This,  it  was  thought, 
might  prove  a  dangerous  patronage  placed  in  the 
President ;  the  present  bill  had  been  therefore  in- 
troduced, leaving  the  choice  of  the  officers  to  the 
several  State  Governments,  or  to  the  people, 
agreeably  to  the  practice  of  each.  He  thought 
this  the  most  desirable  course;  and  it  would  cer- 
tainly be  more  agreeable  to  the  men  to  serve 
under  officers  whom  they  knew,  than  under 
strangers.  ^ 

But,  it  appears,  we  are  met  on  the  threshold 
with  Constitutional  objections.  It  is  said,  that 
when  these  troops  are  raised,  it  will  not  be  in  the 
power  of  the  President  to  march  them  out  of  the 
limits  of  the  United  States.  He  thought  this  a 
question  proper  to  be  determined  by  the  President, 
rather  than  by  this  House.  It  is  the  duty  of  CoU« 
gress  to  declare  war,  raise  and  support  armies ; 
and  of  the  Executive  to  employ  them:  but,  at 


*  the  militia,  and  for  governing  such  part  of  ilkea 
^  as  may  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the  C&i- 
'  ted  States,  reserving  to  ttie  States,  respeciirJj, 
^  the  appointment  of  officers,  and  the  anthoriiTflf 
'  training  the  militia,  accord ing  to  the  discipU 

*  prescribed  by  Congress." 
These  clauses  or  the  Constitotion  shov  br 

the  disposition  and  government  of  the  militii  is 
divided  between  the  General  and  State  Gotri- 
ments  ;  and  this  volunteer  force  would  be  piriif 
under  the  direction  of  the  State  Governmefiti, 
and  partly  under  the  General  Grovernment.  Tb 
officers  will  be  appointed  by  the  State  Govm- 
monts ;  but  when  embodied  and  in  service,  tbtf 
might,  in  his  opinion,  be  marched  wherever  ut 
General  Government  thought  proper,  for  the  ges- 
eral  defence  of  the  country. 

There  is.  said  Mr.  L.,  an  evident  distinctioo'iie- 
tweena  volunteer  and  a  regular  soldier;  the  far- 
mer does  not  part  with  his  civic  character,  luol 
he  takes  the  field ;  the  latter,  the  moment  he  ea 
lists  into  the  service* 

Congress  is  prohibited  ^'from  making  aafip- 
proprialion  of  mom?y  for  the  support  of  anoks 
for  a  longer  term  than  two  years.''  There  is » 
mention  made  of  appropriations  for  the  militu; 
of  course,  it  must  be  presumed,  that  the  miiitn 
are  considered,  when  m  service,  as  a  part  of  tbt 
army,  otherwise  Congress  would  have  no  auth«' 
ity  at  all /or  supporting  the  militia. 

Ukider  any  other  construction  of  the  CoDstito- 
tion,  this  force  would,  indeed,  be  of  an  anomabs 
nature.  Figure  to  yourselves,  said  Mr.  L^trif 
torious  army,  driving  the  enemy  before  it.  coa- 
ing  to  the  territorial  lines  of  the  United  Satfi- 
Shall  the  victors  stop  precisely  at  that  spoil 


entlemen  have  pfiered  opinions  on  this  question,  IBhall  this  line  be  a  wall  of  fire  to  them?   ^^ 


be  would  declare  his. 

The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Ma- 
con) had  correctly  stated  what  were  the  rights 
rested  in  the  State  and  General  Governments ; 
but  he,  Mr.  L.,  drew  (Jiflferent  conclusions  from 
the  facts  which  he  had  stated,,  from  what  that 
gentleman  had  done.  He  says,  that  wherever  a 
power  was  placed,  before  the  adoption  of  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution,  it  still  remained,  unless  it  was 
taken  away  by  that  instrument;  and  that  before 
the  formation  of  the  General  Government,  each 
State,  being  sovereign,  had  a  right  to  march  their 
militia  wherever  they  pleased.  But  the  question 
is,  who  has  at  this  time  this  right  ?  The  Consti- 
tution gives  to  Congress  the  power  of  declaring 
war,  raising  and  supporting  armies.  The  war- 
making  power  is  expressly  delegated  in  this  sec- 
tion; and  it  is  besides  declared  "that  no  State 
ahall  en^ge  in  war,  unless  actually  invaded,  or 
in  such  imminent  danger  as  will  not  admit  oi  de- 
lay." The  whole  physical  power  of  the  nation  is 
thus  placed  under  the  control  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment; and  the  subsequent  provisions  of  the 
Constitution  are  declaratory  of  the  manner  in 
which  tfiinor  powers  are  to  be  executed  by  Con- 
gress. Congress  is  **  to  provide  for  calling  forth 
'the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union, 
'suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  invasions;  to 
'  provide  for  organizing,  arming,  and  disciplining 


thus  leave  the  enemy  in  perfect  security  ?  Is  tb 
to  be  the  situation  in  which  the  militia  of  uus 
country  are  to  be  placed  ?  A  militia  which  ^ 
always  been  considered  as  the  great  bulwark.  ai»i 
the  biest  defence  of  the  country  ?  That  thej tiiall 
only  act  at  home,  in  the  petty  business  of  '* exe- 
cuting the  laws,  suppressing  insurrections,  and  re- 
pelling invasions  ?"  He  thought  difierentiy.;  ^ 
considered  the  militia  our  best  reliance  for  defeoee 
both  at  home  and  abroad.  And  in  proportioo  v 
you  lower  the  consequence  of  the  miliu's,  yoa 
raise  that  of  standing  armiesj  because  if  the  mili- 
tia cannot  be  employed  out  of  the  United  States. 
the  larger  army  will  be  necessary. 

The  celebrated  George  Masoo^  whose  opioi»» 
had  already  been  introonced  into  this  debate,  ^ 
predicted,  ^  that  the  militia  would  be  in  danger  of 
being  destroyed  from  not  being  employed."  He 
was  fearful  that  we  were  about  to  realize  his  pre- 
dictions ;  as  the  opinions  now  entertained  respect- 
ing them  are  far  from  being  calculated  to  foster 
their  military  pride.  ,      , 

But  suppose,  said  Mr.  L.,  this  constractioa  « 
the  Coostimtion  is  not  a  correct  one,  and  tbeffiU' 
itia  can  be  employed  only  for  sQppressiag  iosar* 
rectioos,  repelling  invasion^  dbc.  What  is  an  i»* 
vasion  7  He  believed  this  nation  had  beeo  io^* 
ded  for  many  years  past.  He  believed  it  wastf- 
vaded  in  the  butchery  ot  Ptera,  in  the  deitroetifl 


85 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


786 


llfUARY,  ISlStf 


Volunteer  Corps. 


H.  or  R 


ommittedoD  board  the  Ghefapeake,  in  the  slaugh- 
>rof  oar  citizens  on  the  Wabash,  dbc.  He  looked 
poD  alt  these  acts  of  ?iolenee  as  invasibns  of  our 
)aotry's  rights ;  'foe  he  eonsidered  our  re^sels  at 
A  ai:  a  part  of  our  territory,  and  as  an  extension 
Tit;  aad  every  citizen  taken  from  these  vessels, 
i  80  many  inyasions.  Was  it  not  an  invasion 
Denmark,  when  the  British  so  disgracefully  de- 
royed  the  fleet  at  Copenhagen?  Or^Jfthe  Brit- 
b  wfre  to  make  an  attack  upon  our  vessels  lying 
the  Chesapeake  or  Potomac,  would  not  that  be 
iDsidered  as  an  invasion  ?  He  believed  it  would ; 
td  that,  for  every  man  taken  from  on  board  our 
•ssels,  we  had  a  right  to  carry  an  army  .in  the 
emy's  territory,  wherever  we  could  assail  it. 
We  have  heard  much  of  tbeorf ,  said  Mr.  L.,  on 
is  sabject ;  let  us  look  at  the  practical  part  of  it. 
mniy&te  thousand  men,  in  addition  to  ou^ 
eseot  force,  are  deemed  sufficient  for  the  ob- 
ct  in  view,  viz :  twenty-five  thousand  regulars 
id  fifty  thousand  volunteers.  If  the  volunteers 
pre  to  be  considered  in  ihe^  light  of  a  regcr- 
r  force,  it  would  he  draining  the  roilitia  of  this 
imberof  men ;  and  the  only  difference  between 
em  would  be  the  expense.  If  yoti  offer  an  ad- 
tional  inducement  to  ^nter  the  service,  you 
ereby  add  to  the  expense.  When  gentlemen 
eak  of  this  volunteer  corps  as  regulars,  they 
em  not  to  consider  that  they  are  drawn  from 
e  body  of  militia  ;  for  he  knew  not  where  else 
ey  could  come. from,  except  in  imitation  of  the 
itisb,  we  were  to  purchase  them  from  some 
»rman  Prince.  ^ 

Gentlemen  who  are  prepared  to  vote  for  a  larg« 
iDding  army,  and  thereby  place  in  the  hands  of 
e  President  great  patronage,  will  vote  agaicsit 
ii  bill.  They  wiH  also  greatly  increase  the 
tblic  debt,  which  some  think  a  public  blessing : 
ejr  will  alstrlay  a  foundation  for  direct  taxes  and 
cises  of  every  kind.  But,  as  he  wished,  as 
ueh  as  possible,  to  avoid  all  these  things,  he 
ould  vote  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  Chbves  said,  he  rose  with  great  reluctance 
throw  himself  again  upon  the  attention  of  the 
ouse,  hut  every  one  who  had  heard  the  discus- 
)Q  and  observed  the  misconceptions  which  had 
en  entertained  on  the  subject  of  his  argument 
e  other  day,  would  see  that  he  could  not  remain 
lent.  He  was  at  first  astonished  at  the  alarm 
bich  appeared  to  be  excited  on  th<i  other  side  of 
e  House.  He  was  quite  unable  to  concei  ve  wh  v 
toctrine  altogether  popular;  why  a  doctrine  cal- 
iated  to  increase  State  power  and  State  securi^ 
;  why  a  doctrine  calculated  to  supply  the  place 
standing  armies  by  the  militia  of  the  country, 
sold  excite  alarm  for  the  safety  of  the  liberties 
the  citizen  or  the  rights  of  the  States.  He. 
werer^  recollected  that  the  gentlemen  were  all 
•qaent  gentlemen,  accustomed  to  debate — he 
mediately  perceived  that  it  was  an  art  of  their 
itory,  and  found  in  this  a  ready  solution  of  his 
ficulty.  There  was,  indeed,  a  little  too  much  of 
}ck  heroic  in  this  apparent  exqitament  and 
trm ;  but  the  gentlemen  had  treated  the  argu- 
int  and  the  speaker  with  respect,  for  which  he 


turn  of  that  politeness.  He  was  sorry  he  could 
not  acknowledge  the  same  obligation  to  the  hon- 
orabtf  ^entlemaa  from  Virginia, (Mr.  RANnoLPa.) 
That  honorable  gentleman  had  been  pleased  to 
say,  that  the  constractipo  for  which  he,  Mr.  C, 
hadreootended,  was  supported  by  such  arguments 
as  a  lawyer  would  use  in  support  of  an  indict-* 
ment.  Mr.  C.  said,  he  did  not  know  whether  the 
honorable  gentleman  meant  this  ks  argument  or 
sarcasm. 

[Mr.  Ranoolpb  said  he  did  not  allude  to  Mr. 
C. ;  he  was  not  in  the  House  when  he  delivered  his 
arfi^ument.] 

Mr.  Cheves  said  he  thanked  the  gentleman  for 
the  declaration,  and  proceeded.    It  was  necessary 
briefly  to  state  the  argument  which  he  had  before 
suBinitled  to  the  House.    He  had  urged  that,  in 
relation  to  the  subject  under  consideration  th6 
General  Qovernment  was  a  National  not  a  Fede* 
ral  Government,  and  that  it  was  such  because  it 
operated  not  on  the  States,  but  immediately  oa 
the  persons  and  property  of  the  people.    That  a 
National  Government  which  had  the  power  to  de- 
'  cl^re  and  make  war,  had,  as  an  attribute  of  that 
sovereign  power,  unless  it  were  expresslv  taken 
away,  tne  power  to  call  forth  the  people,  tne  phy* 
sical  strength  of  the  nation,  to  carry  on  the  war — 
that  this  power  was  .exclusively  vested  in  the 
General  Government,  aqd  that  the  Constitution 
contained  no  limitation  of  the  power.    That  the 
clause  relative  to  invasion  was  a  further  grant  of 
power,  and  applied  to  a  state  of  things  existing  at 
a  time  wlien  Congress  had  not  exercised  the 
po^er,  of  declaring  war.    His  argument  was  not. 
as  it  had  been  represented,  an  argument  in  favor 
of  constructive  powers.    The  power  for  which  he 
contended  was  claimed  as  a  power  expressly 
granted.  It  Was  expressed  in  the  power  to  declare 
and  make  war.    It  might  perhaps  be  called  an  in* 
cidental  power,  but  it  could  not  therefore  be  called 
a  constructive  power.    There  is  not,  said  Mr.  C, 
a  power  in  the  Constitution  which  can  be  render* 
ed  practical  without  incidental  powers.    It  has 
been  said,  that  by  one  of  the  amendments  of  the 
Constitution,  it  is  provided,  that  powers  not  dele- 
gated to  the  United  States  are  reserved  to  the 
States,  but  this  amendment  is  not  correctly  quot- 
ed.    It  declares  that  powers  not  delegated  to  the 
United  States  by  the  Constitulioo,  nor  prohibited 
by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States. 
Now  the  right  of  declaring  and  making  war,  is 
prohibited  to  the  States,  and  unless  you  can  ex^ 
tinguish  that  attribute  of  sovereignity,  by  which 
the  sovereign  of  a  country  is  not  only  authorized, 
but,  when  necessary,  required  to  calf  out  the  peo- 
ple for  the  purpose  of  making  war,  it  must  he  in 
the  General  Gt)vernment.    It  has  been  said  that 
the  powers  of  the  General  Government  were  not 
sovereign,  but  limited.    This  was  to  deny  the  ex- 
istence of^any  sovereignity  which  is  limited  as  to 
its  objects,  than  which  nbthiog  is,  howevar,'more 
common.    But  there  is  an  authority  on  this  pbint 
which,  Mr.  C.  supposed,  would  not  be  eon  fro  vert- 
ed by  the  gentleman,  (Mr.  Pitkin,]  who  urged 
Ibis  argument.    He  meant  Mr.  Hamilton's  ar- 
anked  them,  and  for  which  he  owed  them  a  re*    gumeot  on  the  conatitutionallty  of  the  Bank  of 
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the  United  States*   Here  Mr.  C.  read  the  follow- 
ing extract. from  that  work ; 

**  The  circumstance  that  the  powen  of  eoTereignty 
are,  in  this  country,  divided  between  the  National  and 
State  governments,  does  not  afford  the  distinction  re- 
quired. It  does,  not  foHow  from  this  that  each  of  the 
portion!  of  power  delegated  to  the  one  or  to  the  other, 
is  not  sovereign  with  regard  to  its  proper  objects.  U 
will  only  follow  from  it  that  each  has  sovereign  power 
as  to  certain  things^  and  not  as  to  other  things.  To 
deny  that  Uie  Government  of  Ihe  United  States  has 
sovereign  power  as  to  its  declared  purposes  and  trusts, 
because  its  power  does  not  extend  to  all  laws,  would 
be  equally  to  deny  that  the  State  Governments  have 
sovereign  power  in  any  case,  because  their  poller  does 
ikoi  extend  to  every  case." 

'  It  was  said  by  the  same  gentleman  that  the 
writers  contemporaoeoos  with  the  adoption,  and 
the  debates  of  the  several  cooventions  on  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution,  repelled  the  con- 
strubtion  now  contended  for;  but  that  gentleman 
had  not  produced,  nor  had  any  other  gentleman 
produced  a  sentence  to  that  effect,  except  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  fMr.  GbunoyJ  who 
read  from  the  Virginia  debates,  in  the  argu- 
ment of  Mr.  Nicholas,  a  detached  sentence,  in 
which,  speaking  of  that  article  of  the  Constiiu-^ 
tlon  which  gives  power  to  Congress  ^^to  provide 
for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of 
the  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  inva- 
sions," he  says,  '*they  cannot  call  them  forth  for 
any  other  purpose  than  to  execute  the  laws,  sup- 

Sress  insurrections,  and  repel  invasions."  But 
Ir.  Madison,  in  the  same  debate,  says  "the  most 
'  effectual  wajr  to  guard  against  a  standing  army 
'  is,  to  render  it  unnecessary  ;  the  most  effectual 
'  wav  to  render  it  unnecessary  is,  to  give  the  Gen- 
*  era!  Government  full  power  to  call  forth  the 
'  militia,  and  exert  the  whole  natural  strength  of 
'  the  Union  when  necessary."  Now,  if  the  one 
quotation  be  an  authority  against  the  power,  the 
other  is  as  strongly  in  favor  of  it.  But  both 
were  used  in  reference  to  the  matter  then  under 
consideration,  and  neither  can  fairly  be  applied 
to  the  question  now  before  the  House.  That  con- 
tinues to  8tand  on  the  ground  on  which  all  Con- 
stitutional questions  ought  exclusively  to  stand — 
except  so  far  as  collateral  circumstances  may  be 
admitted  for  purposes  of  elucidation — the  terms 
of  the  Constitution  itself.  It  had  been  said  that 
Congress  had  no  greater  power  over  the  militia 
in  time  of  war  than  in  time  of  peace;  but  it  ap- 
pears to  me,  said  Mr.  C,  that  it  might  almost  as 
well  be  denied  that  there  was  any  distinction  be- 
tween war  and  peace.  It  had  been  urged  that 
Congress  had  no  power  under  the  Constitution 
to  make  appropriations  for  the  support  of  an  army 
for  more  tnan  two  years^  and  that,  if  Congress 
had  power  to  use  the  militia  in  a  foreign  war, 
they  might  make  appropriations  for  their  support 
for  an  indefinite  time,  and  the  Constitution  would 
be  evacfed.  Mr.  C.  said  he  had  formed  no  settled 
opinion  whether  the  militia  which  might  be  called 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States  in  time  of 
war.  would  ,be  embraced  under  that  clause  of  the 
Coo'stittttioa  which  gives. power  to  Congress  "  to 


raise  and  support  armies,"  or  not ;  bat,  shooUi 
they  be  embraced,  the  objection  would  beremor- 
ed,  and  the  like  restraint  would  be  imposed  oa 
appropriations  for  their  support.  If,  oq  \htm- 
trary,  they  should  not^  the  militia  of  the  coaotrr, 
the  citizens,  the  people  tfaem^lves,  while  ioiie 
military  service  of  the  Union,  would  only  bepsi 
on  a  footing  with  the  Navy,  in  relation  to  wbica 
there  is  no  restraint,  as  it  was  not  supposed  r. 
could  endanger  the  liberties  of  the  coaDir)r;5o 
that,  taken  either  way,  the  argument  proves  noth- 
ing. Jt  is  said  that  it  is  to  be  presumed  the  Cut- 
stitution  does  not  embrace  this  power,  as  \k 
framers  of  it  probably  intended  to  prev^ni  an 
for  foreign  conquest,  and,  therefore,  did  not  ic- 
thorize  Congress  to  send- the  militia  outofiiK 
United  Stales.  Admit  the  premises,  said  MrC 
and  the  conclusion  will  not  follow.  A  coqc^t 
conclusion,  it  is  contended,  may  be  more  /air.j 
drawn.  This  question  seems  to  depeod  oo  aaoo 
er :  What  force  is  best  calculated  for  fordgo  con- 
quest, a  regular  army  or  the  militia  ?  Forif  jfo: 
employ  ibe  militia,  you  so  far  render  uoDecesaiy 
a  regular  army;  and  if  you  preclude  the  o^cf 
the  militia,  you  render  necessary  a  regolararm. 
But,  it  will  not  be  denied  .that  a  regular  armf  a 
best  calculated  to  make  foreign  conquest;  lodi; 
seems  to  follow,  that,  if  the  framers  of  the  Coc- 
stitution  had  in  tended  to  prevent  foreign  eooqaesi, 
thev  would  not  have  Jimited  the  use  of  miiua. 
It  IS  said  that  the  silence  of  contemponoeoffi 
writers,  and  of  the  debates  on  the  Consuiuiiofii: 
the  time  of  its  adoption,  proves  it  was  doi  ii- 
tended  to  grant  this  power;  but,  here  agaia.n 
should  seem  the  opposite  conclusion  is  siroogs 
and  clearer.  Let  gentlemen  reflect  on  the  obo- 
berless  imaginary  objections  which  were  urged 
at  that  time,  for  which  there  was  not  tbesbadof 
of  foundation,  and  then  ask  themselves  wbei&ff 
this  construction  (which  appears  to  be  admiue^ 
by  some  gentlemen  in  debate,  and  which  ha*i  btea 
distinctly  denied  by  none,  to  be  authorized  bj  ibc 
power  to  declare  and  make  war,  unless  restraiotJ 
by  other  claused  of  the  Constitution)  would  han 
been  passed  over  in. silence  had  it  not  been  dearly 
understood  to  be  granted.  Is  it  to  be  beliered:: 
would  have  escaped  the  *4ynx-eyed  Patrick  Hea- 
ry,-'  to  use  an  expression  of  the  gentlemao  fn^ 
Virginia.  (Mr.  RANnoLPH.)  had  he  not  coosiderec 
it  as  necessarily  and  clearly  granted.  Thissilefict 
Mr.  C.  said,  appeared  to  him  to  be  an  argniDAi 
ezceedinglv  strong  in^  favor  of  that  coostrueudo 
for  which  he  contended. 

But  the  argument,  said  Mr^  C,  fvhich  geode- 
men  urge  with  most  zeal  is,  the  danger  of  i^^ 
construction  to  personal  liberty  aod  the  iodep^fi* 
dence  of  the  States ;  and  thiaargument,8s£iit^ 
be  could  consider  gentlemen  serious,  he  Tiewed 
with  astonishment.  His  construction  was  so  en- 
viously calculated  to  increase,  and  not  todiaia^ 
ish  the  security  of  the  States ;  to  secure,  aod  d^ 
to  endanger  the  liberties  of  the  people,  that  it  d^^ 
indeed,  seem  extraordinary  that  genilemefi  sbcofc' 
have  fallen  upon  the  idea  of  danger  to  the  lib^' 
ties  of  the  States  and  the  people  as  an  argumesi 
against  it.    He  contended  that  the  militia  acUAf 
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Oder  eommisfioas  from  (he  States,  AoM  be 
isedj  iostead  of  regtilar  troops  aetitig  uader  com* 
li'jsioos  from  tbe  United  States,  and  gentlemen, 
^  a  kiod  of  inverse  logic,  infer  that  this  will  en- 
iDger  the  independence  of  the  Slates.  Again, 
(r.  C.  said,  be  contended  that  the  people  them- 
fives  should  constitute  the  military  strength  of 
it  Union  in  time  of  war,  and  eeotlemen  had 
}ncluded  that  this  endangered  tne  liberties  of 
le  people.  But  it  was  feared  if  the  Qenerai 
roreroment  had  power  to  march  any  part  of  the 
iilitia  out  of  the  United  States,  it  might  march 
le  whole  of  the  milkia  of  a  State  oat  of  the 
late,  and  place  a  standing  army  in  their  stead. 
at  the  same  danger  to  the  State  would  exist  un- 
^r  the  acknowledjBred  powers  of  Congress,  fiat 
it  possible,  said  Mr.  C,  that  any  Government, 
rany  man,  intending  to  Assail  th^  independence 
fa  State,  or  the  liberties  of  .a  people,  would 
}Dip  and  qualify  for  war  the  whole  of  that  very 
wpiel  Though  sent  beyond  their  own  territo* 
al  limits,  their  homes  and  their  families  would 
voain  behind,  and  urgo  them,  by  these  strong 
es,  to  return,  armed  with  greater  power,  and 
red  with  vengeance  to  expel  the  usarper.  What 
gular  armjr  could  resist  sach  assailants^  urged 
rsach  motives? 

But,  it  is  said,  this  power  might  be  abased,  and 
le  people  oppressed  by  a  grievous  and  burden- 
me  service.  That  it  they  can  be  sent  out  of 
»  Uoiied  States,  they  may  be  sent  to  Jamaica 
'  the  East  Indies,  to  China  or  Japan.  No,  said 
Ir.  C,  no  free  Government  dare  practise  such  an 
>Q$e  of  such  a  power.  You  have  the  security 
'  a  free  Government,  and  it  is  the  best  and  only 
tority  you  can  have.  The  postsible  abuse  of 
le  power  cannot  be  fairly  urged  against  its  use. 
hre  you  thus  to  reason,  you  would  proscribe 
(Wicked  aqd  dangerous  our  holy  religion  itself. 
!a?e  not  its  abuses  lit  op  the  flames  ofpersecu- 
(^n?  Have  they  not  fattened  the  soil  with  in- 
)teDt  blood  ?  0Ut  am  I,  therefore,  said  Mrw  C, 
*  cease  to.be  a  Christian?  Ris  said  that,  in 
ogland,  under  a  monarchy,  the  militia  cannot 
t  marched  out  of  the  Kingdom.  This  is  a  mis- 
ke.  The  Government  has  the  power,  and  it  is 
f  statute  that  the  Kin^  is  restrained  from  the 
«rcise  of  a  power  which  he  would  otherwise 
ire.  Every  Government  has  this  power,  aod 
IS  exercised  it.  Was  not  Rome  free  ?  Yet, 
ere  uot  the  Roman  legions  marched  out  of  the 
Oman  territory?  Was  Atheos^were  any  of 
e  Grecian  States  free  ?  Yet^  were  not  their 
tiaseos  marched  out  of  their  owa  territories? 
there  an  instance  in  history  of  a  Government 
bicb,  in  time  of  war,  could  not  march  its  ei ti- 
ns beyoad  iu  territocial  limits  ?  This  power, 
will  be  admitted,  must  rest  either  in  theUnion 
io  the  States^  and,  as  they  are  equally  and  fair- 
represented  in  the  Greneral  Government,  their 
ioger  is  not  increased  by  placing  it  there.  As  it 
spected  State  rights,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  would  only 
id  that  he  did  not  expect  these  zealous  exertions 
their  defence  from  his  honorable  friends  over 
e  way. 
Mr.  ILet  apoke  in  reply  to  Mr*  CsBvaa. 


Mr.  Nblsoii  observed  that  froia  the  general 
scope  of  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Cuavaa,)  it  appeared  as  if  he  con- 
sidered those  who  differed  from  him  in  opinio0| 
as  hostile  to  the  militia.  It  was  because  he,  Mr* 
N.,  was  a  friend  of  the  militia  and  an  advocate 
of  State  rights,  that  he  maintained  the  opinion 
that  the  United  States  has  no  right  to  send  thSa 
species  of  troops  out  o(  the  limits  of  the  United 
States.    ' 

Mr.  N.  did  not  believe  that  the  framers  of  our 
Constitution  had  any  idea  of  providing  the  means 
of  extending  the  territory  of  this  country  by  for^- 
eign  war.  If  he  might  be  permitted  to  form  an 
opinion  from  the  delates  which  took  place  about 
the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  and 
the  pnotice  contemporary  with  those  debates,  he 
should  suppose  a  thirst  for  extending  our  territory 
and  dominion  had  not  then  taken  place — the  sen- 
timent had  never  entered  into  the  minds  of  the 
patriots  of  those  daya — their  leading  object  evi- 
deiMly  was,  to  secure  the  happioeseof  the  people 
within  the  then  United  States.. 

But  if  the  people  of  the  United  States  are  to  be 
engaged  in  a  war,  for  foreign  conquest,  the  Coo- 
stiiutioa  gives  them  no  power  to  use  the  militia 
for  this  purpose.  They  most  make  ose  of  an  army 
for  obtaining  their  end.  He  was  no  foe  of  the 
mihtia,  when  be  considered  them  as  the  natural 
defence  of  the  United  States^  when  he  contend'^ 
ed  that  the  people  of  the  United  States  never  con- 
templated that  the  General  Government  should 
draw  them  out  of  the  limits  of  the  Union.  He 
proteated  against  the  grant  of  sovereign  powers 
to  thai  Governoieot.  He  denied  the  authority 
of  the  writers,  upon  whom  the  gentleman^  from 
South  Carolina  had  founded  his  opinions^they 
are  doctrines  calculated  for  despotic  Gk)vernments 
or  limited  monarchies,  where  the  people  possess 
no  power  but  what  they  derive  from  the  Govern- 
ment, and  not  for  this  country.  The  people  of 
thiseouotry  made  their  own  governments;  and 
in  establishing  the  Gteneral  Government,  they 
gave  it  no  more  power  than  is  expressed  in  the 
Constitution ;  those  powers  which  are  not  ex^ 
pressly  given,  or  are  not  necessary  to  carry  those 
powers  into  execution,  being  reserved  to  the 
States  or  the  people. 

If  the  power  given  to  Congress  to  declare  war, 
carries  with  it  all  the  consequencasj  whether  di- 
rect or  indirect,  he  asked  why  the  power  to  raise 
and  support  armies  was  given  in  the  next  sect 
tion  ?  Congress  could  not  carry  on  war  without 
armies.  To  his  mind,  it  appeared  clear,  that  the 
framers  of  the  Constitution  meant  that  nothing 
should  be  left  for  construction.  They  first  give 
the  power  to.declare  war,  and  then  the  po#er  19 
raise  and  support  armies. 

But  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  in  relation 
to  the  militia  is  still  more  extraordinary.  He 
says  the  power  given  to  Congress  to  declare  war. 
ffives  them  the  right  of  using  the  whole  physical 
force  of  the  country ;  and  that  if  nothing  had 
been  said  respecting  the  militia,  it  would,,  of 
course,  have  been  used  as  a  part  of  that  physical 
1  force*    But  Mr.  N.  contended  that- if  the  Coniti- 
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tiition  bad  beeo  stleDt  ts  to  the  roititSa,  tbacCdn- 
sresB  would  have  had  no  power  over  them.  Mr. 
N.  knew  oot  whence  the  gentleidad  from  South 
Carolina  had  derived  his  opinion,  chat  invasion  is 
not  war,  and  that  therefore  the  militia  may  be 
called  oat  to  repel  invasion  in  time  of  peace.  He 
asked  the  ffentlemao  if  it  were  not  expressly  laid 
down  by  the  writers  on  the  law  of  nations,  that  a 
oation  may  consider  an  invasion  as  an  act  of  war, 
and  in  consequence,  take  up  arms  and  declare 
war  against  the  nation  thus  offending  ?  It  could 
not  be  denied. 

But  it  was  said,  insurrection  i»  not  wap.  Mr. 
N.  considered  invasion  as  foreign  war,  and  rebel- 
lion as  the  worst  species  of  war,  civil  war.  This 
was  conclusive  evidence  to  him,  that  the  framers 
of  the  Constitution  did  not  intend  that  the  militia 
should  be  called  upon  except  in  the  three  cases 
particularly  enumerated. 

Mr,  N.  had  already  said,  that  be  did  not  con- 
sider the  doctrine  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  respecting  sovereign  power,  as  appiica^ 
ble  to  this  country. 

What,  aitked  Mr.  N.  would  be  the  consequences 
which  would  flow  fVom  a  doctrine  of  this  kind  ? 
Is  not  the  power  given  to  the  Executive  to  make 
treaties  as  much  a  sovereign  power  as  the  power 
of  detlaring  war  given  to  Congress?  And  will 
it  be  said  that  the  Executive  has  the  power  of 
doing  everything  necessary  to  make  treaties  obl- 
igatory ?  He  •  supposed  not ;  it  would  certainly 
be  conceded  that  this  House  has  the  ri^ht  to  con* 
Crol  the  treaty-making  power,  by  granting,  or  t%* 
fusing  to  grant  the  necessary  appropriations  for 
carry mg  treaties  into  effect.  And  Congress  has 
the  same  kind  of  check  upon  the  army  after  it  is 
raised,  by  their  appropriations  being  confined  to 
4W0  years. 

He  was  therefore  decidedly  of  opinion,  that 
-the  Gh^vernment  of  the  United  States  has  no  con- 
trol over  the  militia,  except  in  the  cases  enume- 
rated ;  and  if  the  object  of  gentlemen  be  to  make 
foreign  conquest  with  these  volunteers,  he  should 
lift  up  his  hand  against  the  bill;  because  lie 
thought  it  unnecessary  to  bripg  into  being  a  force 
which  cannot  be  used  for  the  object  proposed. 
But  it  was  said  that  this  force  might  be  used  for 
internal  defence.  He  wished,  however^  to  seize 
the  present  moment  for  raising  an  effective  force, 
before  the  ardor  which  exists  in  the  public  mind 
be  evaporated  ;  for,  if  the  enthusiasm  of  the  peo- 
ple be  suffered'  to  subside,  when  Congress  shall 
attempt  to  raise  an  effective  force,  they  may  find 
it  too  late  to  effect  their  purpose. 

Mr.  PtoxENs  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  pro- 
tiding  a  force  of  twenty-five  thousand  men.  to 
be  officered  by  the  President,  as  proposed  in  the 
original  bill.  He  wished  to  provide  a  force  that 
could  unquestionably  be  used  against  the  British 
possessions,  The  force  contemplated  by  the 
present  bill,  is,  at  least,  of  a  doubtful  nature.  The 
best  talents  of  the  House  had  been  displayed  on 
both  sides  of  the  question.  He  could  see  no  ob- 
jection to  the  course  which  he  proposed,  as  full 
discretion  is  left  with  the  Executive  to  raise  the^ 
whole  force,  or  not.    He  is  authorized  to  accept 


of  a  number  of  vcluttleera,  not  exceeding  (be  bbo- 
her  mentioned  in  the  biU.  He  might  iherdioit 
accept  of  such  a  number  of  each  kiiM  of  foree.  o 
he  might  judge  it  expedient  to  have  emplojd 
Fpr,  gentlemen  must  see,  that,  if  after  tb«e% 
thousand  volunteers  shall  be  imbodied,  tbe  Fro- 
ident  should  decide  that  be  has  no  pown  toea 
pby  them  for  the  object  contemplated,  theeou- 
try  will  be  in  an  awkward  situation.  He  thoogbi 
there  was  safety  in  his  proposition. 

As  to  any  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  a 
force  of  this  kind,  he  thought  it  was  in  riiiis 
attempt  to  engage  in  a  war,  if  such  an  idetcoiU 
be  entertained  for  a  moment  There  maycooe 
a  time  when  a  large  standing  army,  would  bedu- 
geroos  to  the  liberties  of  the  country ;  but  tte 
present  is  certainly  not  that  time. 

Mr.  A1.8TON  would  vote  against  the  amefii- 
ment  proposed  bv  his  colleagae;  because  be«^ 
scribed  to  the  doctriae  of  the  gentlemsn  froa 
South  Carolina  TMr.  Cheves  ;)  if  he  thoogbt^ 
ferently,  he  shoiud  have  supported  this  smeB^ 
ment.  Because,  all  who  believe  that  ibis  im. 
cannot  be  marched  beyond  the  limits  of  theUu- 
ted  States,  must  know  that  it  will  beaa  iDcfi- 
cient  force ;  and  he  oould  not  see  on  what  grous^ 
such  gentlemen  can  withhold  their  support  is 
this  proposition.  To  him  there  appeared  st 
doubt,  that  wken  a  declaration  of  war  was  mk 
Congress  had  the  power  to  use  such  prt  of  tie 
physical  foree  of  the  country  as  they  miglit  jo^ 
expedient.  -Suppose,  said  Mr.  A.,  war  vas  <k- 
dared  for  an  infraction  of  our  rights  without  tk 
United  States.  Suppose,  for  insunee,  that  Uf 
Spaiiish  Government  should  insist  upon  holduf 
Mobile^  would  Congress  kave  no  power  to  marcfa 
a  part  of  tbe  militia  of  the  country  ikither?  H( 
thought  such  a  power  had  never  Mea  qoestioaed. 
He  had  no  doubt  of  it,  and  tlierefore  should  rote 
against  tlie  amendment. 

Mr.  McKxB  thought  it  unfortunate  that  ikii 
question  had  been  brought  before  tbe  Hoosf. 
But  as  it  had  been  discussed,  and  differeet  opia- 
ions  expressed  upon  It,  he  wished  tbe  questieatc 
be  fairly  met  and  decided ;  otherwise  geatlccm 
will  vote  for^the  bill  with  different  riews.  soar 
with  an  expectation  that  the  foree  maf  be  eai- 
ployed  abroad,  and  others  with  a  directly  eootraiy 
opinion. 

Mr.  Smilib  said,  if  gentlemen  were  deteiviiKd 
to  rely  upon  a  regular  force,  they  had  certiitir 
a  right  to  take  their  own  course;  hot  be  tbosgb 
a  standing  force  of  thirty-five  thousand  mea  ve 
sufficient—- he  was  for  keeping  the  bill  ss  it 
stands. 

Mr.  RoBBKTS  observed)  that  in  the  coa»t  of 
this  discussion,  different  opinions  had  bees  ex- 
pressed as  to  tne  emplovment  of  this  fertfr  *| 
was  his  opinion  that  this  corps  might  beaded 
wherever  it  was  wanted  s  but  \(  it  were  not  to  be 
so  used,  a  less  number  of  men  would  be  oeceearT' 
It  was  truly  a  matter  of  Executive  disereti«L 
still  it  was  desirable  to  have  a  definite  rote  on  t^ 
subject.  He  thought  it  would  be  best  to  take  ibe 
sense  of  the  House  on  the  question,  wbedier  tvs 
force  coaldf  or  could  not  be  maiehed  oot  of  ^ 
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Jaited  Stater,    If  the  gentlemtn  from  North 

i^arolioa  would  consent  to  withdraw  his  motioDj 
le  would  brid^  forward  oi\e  to  try  that  question. 

Mr.  Porter  hoped  the  geotleman  from  North 
'aroIiDa  would  withdraw  his  motion,  that  the 

Qesiioo  might  be  pat  in  the  shape  proposed  by 
he  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,-  He  conld 
lot  ftubscrihe.  to  the  opinion  that  it  was  im* 
•roper  for  this  House  to  deeide  for  what  objecl 
bis  force  was  to  be  applied.  He  thought  it  the 
laty  of  Congress  to  keep  in  riew  the  object  for 
rbich  they  were  legislating.  If  the  business  of 
his  House  w«s  to  be  dwindled  down  and  pro- 
racied  by  long  speeches,  be  should  be  for  reiurn- 
Dg  back  to  the  State  governments,  and  get  them 
0  protect  our  rights. 

What,  said  he,  is  the  object  of  all  our  military 
ireparatioBs?  The  object  has  been  repeatedly 
iTowed  to  be  to  retaliate  on  Great  Britain  the  in- 
aries  which  she  has  infltoied  upon  our  maritime 
ights,  by  ail  iBvasion  of  her  ^rovioees,  a^  the 
)Dl)r  quarter  io  which  she  is  ruioerable.  How 
ire  we  to  effect  our  purpose!  The  Sepate  says, 
villi  twenty-five  thousand  regular  troops.  This 
lad  been  agreed  to.  But  have  we  got  them  ?  On 
^per  only ;  and,  my  word  for  it,  said  Mr.  P.,  it 
vill  take  a  considerable  time  to  raise  the  men ; 
iD(l  before  this  can  be  done,  our  enemy  will  hare 
blocked  up  all  the  avenues  to  Canada  with  regu- 
lar troops^  veteraa  troops,  inured  to  human 
ilaughler. 

Mr.  P.  knew  something  of  Canada;  he  lived 
near  its  borders— .his  house  was  within  gunshot 
9f  its  lines.  .He  had,  therefore,  a  right  t6  know 
vbai  was  the  intention  of  CongreM  ;  for  the  ftnt 
Ktackof  the  eoemy  would  doubtless  be  upon  him 
lod  bis  constituents.  He  wished  not  lo  raise  an 
irmy  that  could  not  be  effectively  employed.  He 
wanted  to  know  whether  we  are  to  make  effective 
varor  not;  aqd  the  question  was  to  him  a.  seri* 
!)Qs  one.  He  honed  the  present  motion  would 
therefore  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  PiCKfiNS  withdrew  his  amendment;  and 

Mr.  Roberts  moved  the  following :  ^  that  this 
corps  shaH  perform  duty  at  any  place  in  which 
the  army  may  be  directed  to  act  by  the  proper 
authority." 

Mr.  Kbt  moved  to  amend  the  amendment,  by 
tddiog  the  words,  **  at  any  place  within  the  Uni- 
ted States,"  alleging  that  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
ilemaa  from  Pennsylvania  was  not  sufficiently 
•xplicit  to  decide  the  principle. 

Aod  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
negatived — yeas  34^  nays  80,  as  follows : 

Yiit — dtevenson  Archer,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  John  Ba- 
(er,  Abijah  Bigelow,  James  Breckenridge,  Martin 
Chittenden,  WtlKam  £Iy«  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  Ghol- 
on,  Thomas  R.  Gk»ld,  Felhc  Orundy,  Aylett  Hawes, 
Sichard  Jackson,  jr.,  Philip  B.  Key,  William  R.  King, 
I'ymaii  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Liv* 
ngiton,  Samuel  McKee,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Hugh 
KeUon^  Joseph  Pearson*  Israel  Pickens,  Peter  B.  Por- 
cti  WiUiam  Reed,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Daniel  Sheffey, 
Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Starges, 
Samuel  Tsggart,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White« 
ad  Thomas  WUson. 


Nays — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Andersen,  David 
Bard,  Josiah  BarUett*  Burwell  Bassett,  William  W, 
Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  Thomas  Blount,  Adam 
Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  WiUiam  A.  Burwell,  William 
Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  Matthew 
Clay,  James  Cochran,  John  Clopton,  Lewis  Condit, 
William  Crawford,  Roger  Davis,  Joseph  Desha,  8am- 
nel  Dinsmoor,  Blias  Barle,  WiUiam  FindJey,  James 
Pisk,  MeahadL  Franklin,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Bolting 
Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A*  Harper,  Jacob  Hufty,  John 
M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  Ab- 
ner  Laoock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Peter  Little,  WiUiam 
JjOwndes,  Aaron  Lyie,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George  C. 
Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  Archibald  McBryde,  WUUam 
McCoy,  Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  Metcalf,  Samuel 
L.  Mitchill,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Anthony 
New,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen 
Ormsby,  Wflliam  Piper,  Benjamin  Pond,  John  Ran- 
dolph, Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane, 
Jonathan  Roberts,  Wiiliam  Rodman,  Ebenezer  Sage, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Cbenezer  Beaver,  John  Sevier, 
Adam  Sojbert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  George 
Smith,  John  Smi A,  Silas  Stow,  Peleg  TaRman,  JdhA 
TaUafiBrro,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Tumert  junior, 
Pierre  Van  Oortlandl,  jua.,  Robert  WhitehiU,  David  R. 
WUnams,  WilUam  Widgery,  and  Robert  Wdght. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  MoKim  to 
amend  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Robbrts, 
by  inserting  after  the  said  word  **  place,"  the 
words  "  within,  or  oiit  of  the  United  States  ;•• 
And,  debate  arising,  the  previous  question  was 
called  for  by  Mr.  Smilie,  and,  being  demanded 
by  one*fi^h  of  the  members  present,  an  adjourn- 
ment was  called  for,  and  carried. 


THURat»AY;  January  16. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub* 
lie  Lands,  presented  a  bill  autborixiog  the  Seere^ 
tary  of  the  Treasury  to  locate  the  lands  reserved 
for  the  use  of  Jefferson  College^  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory ;  whieh  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  ne  jct. 

Mr.  RiiBAy  from  the  Committee  on  Post  Officea 
and  Post  Roads,  presented  a  bill  to  alter  and  es- 
tablish certain  post  roads ;  which  was  read  twice, 
aod  committed  tq  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  oa 
Monday  next. 

A  Message,  received  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States  yesterdajr,  was  read,  transmitting 
HA  account  of  the  contingent  expenses  of  Qov- 
ernment  for  the  year  1811,  incurred  on  the  occa* 
eion  of  taking  positession  of  the  ierritcry  limited 
eastwardly  by  the  river  Perdido,  and  amounting 
to  three  thousand  three  hundred  and  ninety-six 
dollars. 

Another  Message,  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States  yesterday,  was  read,  trans- 
mitting to  the  House  a  report  of -the  Secretary  of 
State,  complying  with  their  resolution  of  the  29th 
of  November,  of  American  seamen  impressed  into 
the  service  of  Foreign  Powers. 

The  Speaker  laFd  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  report, 
in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  19(h  oltimOi 
requesting  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
cause  to  be  laid  before  the  House  a  statement  of 
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the  capital  employed  in  the  Indian  trade,  the 
amount  of  annual  porchases,  sales,  and  ariicles 
received  in  payment;  together  with  the  number, 
names,  and  salaries  of  agents,  the  places  where 
•  statiooed,  and  specifying  the  state  of  the  trade  for 
the  last  four  years;  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 

To  the  iSenate  and  Houxe  of 

Repraeniativu  of  the  Xhiited  Statett 

I  cominunicate  to  Congress  a  letter  from  the  Envoy 
Extraordinary  and  Miaisler  Plenipotentiary  of  Great 
Britain*  to  the  Secretary  of  8tate»  with  the  answer  of 
the  latter. 

The  continued  etidenee  afforded  b^  thia  correspond- 
ence of  the  hostile  policy  of  the  British  Goremmeai 
againat  our  national  rights,  strengthens  the  considera- 
tions recommending  and  urging  the  preparation  of  ad- 
equate meanc  for  maintaining  them, 

JAME8  MADI80N. 

Washivotov,  Joh.  16,  1812. 

Oo  motiofr  of  Mr.  Blourt,  the  Committee  of 
the.  Whole  wcra  diacharged  from  the  conaidera* 
tion  of  th6  bill  from  the  S^Bste  ^  m«ldDg  further 
provision  for  the  corps  of  eogineera,"  and  it  waa 
committed  to  the  committee  on  so  much  of  the 
Message  of  the  President  as  relates  to  filling  (he 
ranks  and  prolonging  the  enlistments  of  the  reg- 
oUr  troops,  and  to  an  auxiliary  force,  to  the  ac- 
ceptance of  volunteers,^  to  detachments  of  militia, 
<  and  to  such  a  preparation  of  the  great  body  as 
will  proportion  its  uaefulneas  to  ita  intriqaic  ca- 
pacity. 

QUARTERMASTER'S  DEPARTMENT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  D.  R.  Williams,  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  with  the  amendmenta 
fecommended  by>the  Army  Committee,  to  whom 
it  had  been  referred. 

The  bill,  with  thejproposed  amendments,  being 
gone  through,  Mr.  W.  said,  he  would,  in  as  few 
words  as  he  was  able,  explain  the  nature  of  the 
amendments  which  the  select  committee  had  re- 
eommended.  This  bill,  he  said,  was  predicated 
«n  the  destruction  of  the  oflSce  of  Purveyor  of 
Public  Supplies,  who  is  properly  the  Commissa- 
ry Oeneraf  of  tne  United  States;  and  contem- 
plates the  establishment  in  iia  place,  not  only  of 
a  Quartermaster  Greneral  for  the  United  States, 
%at  a  Commissary  Qeneral  in  the  «ame  person. 
In  investigating  this  subject,  the  committee  could 
tee  no  reason  for  blending  these  two  important 
offices  in  one,  the  duties  of  both  which  are  imr*- 
portaot,  perfectly  distinct,  and  never  were  blend- 
ed in  any  country  in  the  world ;  and  for  this  good 
reason,  these  officers  are  a  check  upon  each  other; 
otie  being  the  purchaser,  and  the  other  the  dis- 
tributor of  supplies;  whereas,  if  they  were  united 
in  one  person,  frauds  to  any  amount  might  be 
committed  without  the  possibility  of  detection. 
Besides,  it  is  necessary  the  duartermaster  Qeo- 
eral  should  be  a  military  man ;  indeed  his  pres- 
ebce  is  at  times  required  in  the  field,  to  distribute 
the  supplies ;  whilst  the  Purveyor  or  Commissary 
Okneral,  whose  business  it  is  lo  purchase  supplies 


of  every  kind  for  the  Armf,  ought  to  be  a  mt& 
well  acquainted  with  mercantile  eoDcems. 

After  some  object iona  from  Messrs.  Alston  »i 
Rbba,  and  some  remarks  in  reply  from  Messrs. 
TALLMADo%and  FufOLET,  theameodmeots  wbiek 
went  to  keep  up  the  Purveyor's  office,  wereagrai 
to;  and  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  i»ll 
The  House  took  it  up  and  concurred  wiib  thi 
amendments,  and  ordered  the  bill  to  a  third  read- 
ing to-morrow. 

VOLUNTEER  CORPS. 

The  Hoaae  resumed  the  eonaideratioo  of  tk 
unfinished  bustnees  of  vesterday,  authoriziDg  ibe 
President  to  accept  or  certain  Tolanteers,  wiM 
the  SpEAKEa  stated  th^t  the  previooa  qoesiia 
which  had  heea  demaoded  and  waa  depeodiori: 
the  time  of  the  adjournment,  was  now  to  be  ukei 

Mr.  RoBBfVTfl.  not  willing  to  embarrass  the 
passage  of  the  hill^  withdrew  his  ameadnes; 
which  was  under  consideratton  when  the  Ho» 
last  adjourned. 

Mr.  GrflOLsoif  was  desirous  of  ascertaining  witk 
eeruinty  in  what  light  this  volunteer  corps  vn 
to  be  considered ;  and,  for  this  purpose,  be  pro- 
posed to  amend  the  bill,  t>v  adding  to  the  third 
section  the  following  words:  ''to  serve  eiibet 
within  or  without  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Vaiid 
Stater." 

Mr.  BnawBLL  was  sorry  that  biseoileigaebid 
offered  this  amendment.  He  might  as  well  bare 
moved  to  add  the  words,  **  above  and  below,"  u 
<'  within  and  without."  What  is  the  object  rf 
this  bill  ?  It  is  to  provide  a  military  force  for  tbe 
public  service.  The  Constitution  puts  its  em- 
ployment in  other  hand«.  We  must  raise  \k 
force,  and  the  President  of  the  United  Suta  viii 
employ  it  within  or  without  the  United  Slates,  ts 
tnay  be  necessary,  agreeably  to  tbe-powersvesiel 
in  him  by  the  Constitution,  Why  desigoate  tbe 
manner  in,  hr  the  purposes  for  which  this  force 
shall  be  employed,  when  we  can  neither  add  lo, 
nor  deduct  from,  the  directions  of  the  Coostito* 
tion  in  this  respect  1  It  must  have  appeared,  frofi 
the  experience  of  yesterday,  that  it  voold  be  io- 
possible  to  get  the  House  to  express  a  defiaite 
opinion  on  this  subjecL 

Qentlemen  say  it  is  deairable  to  asceruia  the 
sense  of  the  House  oa  this  question,  because  ihef 
wish  to  know  whether  this  force  can  be  sevi 
against  Canada.  He  was  himself  convinced  i^t 
the  militia  of  the  Uriited  States  cannot  be  marcb- 
ed  out  of  the  country ;  that  no  Presideot  would 
dare  to  order  them  out;  that  if  any  such  atieopt 
were  made,  it  would  be  resisted.  He  sbopld, 
however^  vote  for  the  bill ;  and  should  be  williogj 
if  necessary,  to  give  the  President  any  additioou 
force  for  the  invasion  of  Canada. 

Mr.  B.  hoped  the  bill  would  he  suffered  to  past 
in  its  present  shape.  He  knew  his  colleague  too 
w;ell  to  believe  be  wished  to  throw  any  onneces- 
sary  embarrassment  in  the  way  of  public  basioess, 
and  he  hoped,  on  more  mature  rejection,  ^^^^^. 
would  withdraw  his  amendment,  and  let  tbe  biu 

pass-  .  .1 

Mr.  Gold  thought  this  amendment  destfiD^ 
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or  the  sake  of  defining  the  purpose  Tor  Which 
hese  ▼olanteers  are  to  offer  their  service.  The 
eotieman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Burwbll)  had 
lid  it  would  decide  nothing.  He  was  of  a  dif- 
?reQt  opinion.  It  would,  at  all  e?ent!t,  let  the  vol- 
nteer  know  what  service  he  bad  to  perform, 
rbich he  thought  desirable,  kind  which  everyone 
roQld  wish  to  know  before  he  offered  his  ser* 


ices. 


Mr.  Wrioht.— Mr.  Speaker  J  wiaih  thebonora- 
le  gentleoaan  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Ohol^on) 
roold  withdraw  his  proposed  amendment.  Sir. 
hope  that  gentleman,  whose  talents  and  motives 
highly  appceciate,  will,  on  «  review  of  the  sub- 
let, be  satisfied  that  Congress  have  no  power 
ver  the  Constitution,  so  as  to  control  its  con- 
truction,  by  the  Executive.  The  Constitution 
ither  authorizes  the  President  to  send  these  vol- 
iDteers  out  of  the  United  States,  or  it  does  not 
Qthorize  him.  If,  sir,  it  does  not|  can  this  bill 
uihorize  hico?  If  it  does,  can  this  bill  control 
lis  Constitutional  powers  1  Sir,  the  Legislative, 
he  Executive  and  the  Judiciary,  are  co-ordinate 
nwers,  on  subjects  by  tbe  Constitution  submit- 
ed  to  them  ;  each  respectively  and  exclusively  is 
entitled  to  donstrue  the  Constitution  for  itself. 
Sir,  Congress  cannot  alter  any  part  of  the  Oon- 
iiitution  without  the  consent  of  the  States;  and 
)f  course  catinot,  in  any  manner,  by  any  act  of 
)rd'iQary  le^slatioOj  impose  a  construction  by 
aw.  The  Constitution  is  the  paramount,  law, 
tod  by  each  department  is  to  he  construed  by 
tself.  I  feel  no  doubt  that  these  volunteers  may 
)e  sent  out  of  the  United  States,  by  the  Constitu- 
ion ;  but  no  nvan  can  believe,  if  they  cannot,  that 
this  law  wilt  justify  or  authorize  it,  unlefss  we 
should  determine  that  we  have  power  paramount 
to  that  hallowed  instrument.  Sir,  I  am  desirous 
i>f  actios  with  despatch,  and  definitely,  on  this 
Wl.  We  were,  two  days  a^jo,  lectured  by  the 
bonorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr*  Wil- 
bon)  for  our  delay  in  the  passage  of  the  bill.  I 
appeal  to  this  House,  Whether  that  gentleman  has 
Qot  distinguished  himself  in  that  delay;  and  will 
sobmii^  to  him  the  remark  of  Cato,  ^'turpeest 
^orif  cum  culpa  redarguit  ipsum?^  I  hope, 
however,  sir,  we  shall  deliver  ourselves  from  that 
cWge,  by  avoiding  any  farther  delay,  and  that 
ihe  gentleman  will  withdraw  his  amendment,  or 
that  the  House  will  r^ect  ii,  and  pass  the  bill  to 
a  third  reading. 

.  Mr.  Lacock  observed  that  this  amendment-was 
iQteoded  to  test  the  opinion  of  the  House.  Though 
I  ^^|®7.<Bd  the;  President  had  the  power  to  march 
tiie  militia  where  he  pleased,  yet  he  should  vote 
^tinst  it,  because  he  believed  Congress  were 

(ravelling  out  of  their  duty  in  deqiding  this  ques- 
tion. .     -^    «» 

Mr.  Fi8K  approved  tbe  proposed  amendment. 
it  was  the  dntv  of  Congreto  to  make  their  laws 
pUtD  and  intelligible;  the  proposed  amendment 
would  not  aflFect  the  constitutionality  of  the  force. 
"Would  be  declared  on  the  face  of  the  law  for 
What  purposes  the  volunteers  were  wanted,  and 
po  one  could  labor  under  any  mistake  on  tbe  sub- 
ject; whereas,  if  no  such  amendment  is  made,n() 


one  can  certainly  tell  how  these  volunteers  are  to 
be  employed. 

Mr.  Smilie  said  this  was  the  second  attempt 
which  he  had  witnessed,  to  explain  the  provis- 
ions of  the  Constitution  by  law;  but  he  hoped  the 
goqd  sense  of  the  Hon^e  would  resist  it.  Does 
the  gentleman  from  Vermont  recollect  that,  in 
raising  a  regular  force,  no  explanation  is  made  of 
the  object  for  which  the  men  are  wanted?  Let 
tis,  said  he,  raise  the  force,  and  leave  the  President 
to  do  his  duty,  undirected  by  us. 

.  Mr.  GoLn  was  sorrv  there  was  so  ffreat  an  in* 
disposition  to  meet  tnis  question,  fio  one  can 
say  tbat  it  is  eneroachio^  on  the  Executive  pre- 
rogative, to  autborize  him  to  accept  of  a  volua* 
teer  force,  for  a  limited  time,  for  certain  purposes. 
To  pass  this  bill,  in  it&.  present  shape,  froold  be 
forcing  the  President  to  exercise  tba  Judicial  aa 
well  as  th^  Blecutive  power,  before  he  could  dis* 
cover  the  intentions  of  Congress,  It  is  the  Presi- 
dent's duty  to  execute  the  laws;  but  they  ought, 
to  be  passed  in  a  clear  and  intelligible  manner. 

Mr.  BtBB  skid,  it  was  certainly  proper  in  enact- 
ing laws,  to  make  them  as  explicit  as  possible; 
bnt  will  this  amendment  make  the  bill  more  in- 
telligible than  it  is  at  preset?  He  thought  not. 
Admitting,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  that  Con- 
gress may  rightfully  direct  the  President  as  to  the 
employment  of  this  force,  will  this  amendment 
giv^  any  such  direction  1  It  would  not.  It  was 
altogether  indeinite,  and  he  should,  therefore,  vote 
against  it* 

After  ft  few  remarks  from  Mr.  Qbol^son.  and 
others,  he  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Bacon  said,  there  appeared  to  he  wanting 
an  amendment  to  iha  bill  in  relation  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  services  of  the^^  volunteers  are 
to  be  accepted^  They  are,  according  to  this  bill, 
to  offer  their  services  to  the  President ;  but  he 
thought  it  would  be  more  convenient  for  them  to 
make  the  offer  to  the  <3orernors  of  the  several 
States,  and  let  them  communicate  the  offer  to  the 
President.  The  Qovernora,  «s  Commanders-in- 
Chief  of  the  States,  will  have  to  commission  the 
officers,  and  it  would  certainly  be  best,  that  the 
offer  or  service  should  be  made  to  them.  A  dif- 
ferent course  would  be  attended  with  much  In- 
convenience. He  would  move  an  amendment, 
therefore,  of  the  following  words:  '^through  tha 
medium  of  the  Executive  authority  of  the  seve- 
ral States." 

The  motion  was  negatived. 
.  Mr.  B.  Hall  said  he  had  voted  for  every  mea- 
sure in  favor  of  placing  the  coi^ntry  in  a  state 
suited  to  the  present  crisis;  but  he  could  not  vote 
for  the  present  bill,  as  he  believed  it  to  be  uncon- 
stitutional. This  corps,  when  imbodied,  will  be 
as  much  a  regular  corps  as  any  other.  The  Pr^* 
ident  has  power  to  call. out  Uie  militia  for  9erlain 
purposes.  Who  are  the  militia  ?  They  are  all 
tbe  people  of  tbe  United  States  liable  to  do  mi- 
litia duty,  subject  to  the  call  of  the  President;  but 
the  moment  they  are  selected  into  special  corps, 
they  are  a  part  of  the  Army,  and  oOght,  therefore^ 
(0  be  officered  by  the  President.  The  word  ^  mi* 
litia"  does  nor  occur  in  the  whole  of  this  hill. 


799 


HISTORY  OF  0(MfGRBSSS; 


fiOO 


H.  ofR. 


Volunteer  Corp§. 


Jawvait,  \Sli 


But  for  tbU  doabt  in  his  mind,  he  woald  have 
cheerfully  voted  for  the  additional  force.  He 
moved  a  recommitmf  ot  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  PoBTGB  hoped  the  bill  would  be  recom* 
mitted.  It  18  certaioly  incorrect  in  several  respects, 
but  especially  in  the  first  sectioo^  He  should  not, 
however,  have  made  the  motioo,  but  hai^e  relied 
upon  the  Senate  to  have  made  the  necessary  cor* 
.rection;  but,  being  made,  he  seconded  it.  and 
wished  it  to  pass.  The. section  which  provides 
for  the  acceptance  of  volunteers,  does  not  say  of 
whom  they  shall  consist. 

The  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Nelson  would  make  a  last,  an  expirrng 
effort  to  unravel  or  cut  this  web  of  difficulty  into 
which 'this  subject  hod  been  thro#n-*-an  effort 
made  in  the  spirit  of  eandor,  and  he  hoped  it 
would  be  received  by  the  Hooseas  iotendea.  He 
bad  avowed  it  to  be  his  object  to  put  the  United 
States  ID  that  armor  which  the  President  had 
recommended. 

Our  Constitution,  said  Mr.  N.^  was  the  fruit  of 
a  spirit  of  compromise ;  and  the  measures  of  this 
House  must  frequently  be  actuated  by  a  similar 
spirit.  It  is  necessary,  all  agree,  to  bring  into 
existence  a  body  of  troops  which  will  prove  ef- 
fective. He  was,  on  this  account,  for  havingr.a 
corps  which  would  act  more  promptly  than. milt* 
tin.  It  could  not  be  expected,  however,  that  mi- 
litia, unacciKtomed  to  service,  could  aer^  prompt* 
lyasa  corps  of  volunteers,  whi^h  should  be  trained 
for  the  purpose.  Mr.  N.  thought  it  of  great  im- 
portance tuat  the  ardor  and  enthusiaf$m  which 
exist  among  the  fteopte,  at  the  present  moment, 
should  be  taken  advantage  of  tor  raising  these 
Tolnnteers;  and  concluded  with  moving  that  the 
bill,  with  its  amendments,  lie  upon  the  table  for 
the  present,  to  afford  him  an  opportunity  of  bring- 
ing in  a  new  bill  to  authorize  the  President  to 
accept  and  commission  a  corps  of  volunteers — say 
90,000,40,000,  or  50.000;  and,  after  a  bill  of  this 
kind  was  passed,  he  wonid  join  with  gentlemen 
in  providing  another  corps  for  State  purposes. 
-  Mr.  McKbb  seconded  the  motion  for  another 
reason.  There  was  a  Message  of  importance  on 
the  table  from  the  President  of  the  United  States^ 
which  he  wi>hed  to  hear  read. 

The  question  was  then  put  and  negatived.  The 
bill  was  then  ordered  for  a  third  reading — yeas 
96,  nays  35,  as  follows : 

Ybas>* Willis  Alston,  ianior,  William  Andttwon, 
John  Baker»  David  Bard,  Josiah  Bartlett,  Burwell 
Bassett,  WUliam  W.  Bibb,  WUUam  Blackledge,  Ear- 
manns  Bleecker,  Tliomas  Blount,  Adam  Boyd,  James 
Breckenridge,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell, 
William  Butler,  John  G.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves, 
Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  John  Clopton,  Lewis 
Condit,  Wm.  Crawford,  R.  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Jos. 
Desha,  Bamuel  Dinsmoor,  Elias  ESarle,  James  Emott, 
William  Ely,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson, 
Thomas  R.  Gold,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Obed 
Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hufty, 
John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph 
Kent,  William  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Peter  Little, 
Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron 
ftiyle,  liathaniel  Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas 


Moors,  AxchibaJd  McB^de,  William  McCoy, ^i&sfe 
McKee,  Arunah  Metcali^  James  Mornn,  Jcreniil 
Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomsi  Nn. 
bold,  Stephen  Ormsby,  WilHam  Paulding,  jan^  line 
Pickens,  William  Piper,  Benjamin  Pond,  PrmB. 
Porter,  Josiah  Qnincy,  William  Reed,  Henry  M.Rj4^ 
ly,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Kranc.  idat- 
than  Roberts,  William  Rodman,  l^benezer  &ife,T)fr 
mas  Sammons,  Sbeneser  Seaver,  Jnhn  Sevier,  fiaovl 
Shaw,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  Richard  Stujiaii 
Philip  tHoart*  Silas  Stow,  William  Strong.  Ge«:;r 
Sullivan,  Peleg  TallmaB»  John  Taliafano,  Vn  Tr». 
George  M«  Tnmp,  Ghailes  Turner,  jno^  Piem  Ts 
Cortlandt,  jwi^  RobeH  Whitehiil,  David  R.  Wiilii» 
William  Widgsry,  Thomas  Wilson,  aad  Ua 
Wright. 

NATS^-^Stevenson  Archer,  Exekid  Bacon,  A^ 
Bigelow,  Elijah  Brigham,  Epaphioditas  Chtoi{ii« 
Martin  Chittenden,  John  Davenport,  junior,  M'iila 
Ely,  James  Piak,  Asa  Fitch,  Bolting  Hail,  Bi^ 
Jackson,  junior,  Philip  H.  Key,  Ljmon  Law,  J^ 
Lewis,  JTn  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Peanoo.TiS- 
othy  Pitkin,  junior,  EUsha  R.  Potter,  Adam  Serbot 
Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Ti^ 
madge,  Laban  Wheaton,  and  Jjoonard  White. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  tttuTi 
time  to-Biorrow. 


FaiDA.Y,  January  17. 

•  Mr.  ^ciNCT  presented  a  petition  of  the  om 
bers'of  the  Ansociaiion  of  Ministers  in  aodabo^ 
Boston,  prayiuff  that  the  ninth  seclioo  of  tbe'^Art 
regulating  the  Post  Office  Kstabiishment,"  p»« 
the  twenty-fifth  of  April,  ISIO,  be  so  amended t. 
to  prohibit  the  delivery  of  letters  on  Sunday  se- 
fore  sunset. — Laid  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  presented  several  petitions  of  tbi 
members  of  sundry  Christian  denomtnatioos  rf 
siding  in  the  Western  country,  praying  tbaiibt 
mail  may  not  be  oarried,  and  that  post  offices  oiy 
not  be  opened  on  Sundays.-^Ordered  to  lisotiti 
table. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Presideato! 
the  United  Stales  transmitting  a  letter  froffitbe 
Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Pleoipo«A> 
tiary  of  Great  Britain  to  the  Secretary  of  Sux. 
with  rfae  answer  of  the  latter. — Referred  to  \it 
committee  appointed  on  that  part  of  tbePre«- 
dent's  Message,  which  relates  to  Indian  al&ii^ 

VOLUNTEER  CORPS. 

An  engrossed  bHL  to  mothorize  the  President o: 
the  United  States  to  accept  and  organize  certsis 
volunteer  military  corps,  was  read  the  third  tiQe- 
Ajad  on  the  question  that  the  same  do  pass,  it  fssst^ 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  87,  nays  23,  as  folloss* 

YsAs— WiBis  Alston,  jun..  William  Andersoiu^ 
venson  Archer,  John  Baker,  Bnrwell  Baasett,  ^Ji^^ 
W.  Bibb,  WiUiam  Blackledge,  Harmanos  Bkfciti: 
Thomas  Blount,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Bredea^* 
Robert  Brown,  WUliam  A.  Bnrwel),  William  Boiitf 
John  C.  Oalhoon,  Langdon  Cheves,  Matthew  Cl^ 
John  Clopton,  Lewis  Condit,  William  Crawford,  W 
Davis,  Joseph  l>e8ha,  Elias  Earls,  James  Eeaott,  Ve- 
liam  Fihdley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomss  Giioi>os^ 
Thomas  R.  Gold,  Isaiah  L.  Gnen,  Fehx  Grandj,  0^ 
Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hi^ 
John  M.  Hyneman,  Richaid  M.  Johnson,  William  ^ 
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lingf  Abner  Laoock»  Peler  LtCtle,  Robert  Le  Roy  LW* 
igtton,  William  Lowodes,  Aaron  Lyici  Nathaniel 
facon,  Georg^e  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas-  Moore,  William 
fcCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Arunah 
letcalf,  James  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  James  Mor- 
in,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  New- 
old,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  William 
aulding,  jun.,  Israel  Pickens,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter 
i.  Porter,  Josiah  Quincy,  WilUam  Reed,  Henry  M. 
idgely,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts, 
V'illiam  Rodman,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebenezer  Seaver, 
ohn  Sevier,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith, 
lichard  Stanford,  William  Strong,  Peleg  Tallman, 
ohn  Taliaferro,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles 
*araer,  jr.,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jr.,  Robert  White- 
iD,  David  R.  Williams,  Thomas  Wilson,  and  Robert 
V'right. 

Nits — ^Ezekiel  Baoon,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Elijah  Brig- 
im,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden, 
ohn  Davenport,  jun.,  William  Ely,  James  Fisk,  Asa 
'itch,  Boiling  Hall,  Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Lyman 
AW,  Joseph  LewiS)  jr.,  Jonathan  O.  lloseley,  Joseph 
'earaoD,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Adam 
leybert,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samufl  Taggart,  Benjamin 
Tallmadge,  Laban  Wheaton,  and  Leonard  White. 

QUARTERMASTER'S  DEPARTMENT. 

Tbe  bill  from  the  Senate  ^  far  the  establish- 
Dent  of  a  Claarter master's  Department"  came  up 
in  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  Alston  said,  if  the  House  would  pay  at- 
entioa  to  the  duty  of  the  Purveyor  of  Public 
Supplies,  and  examine  the  powers  given  to  the 
Quartermaster  General  in  thi9  bill,  it  would  ap* 
»ar  evident  that  there  was  do  necessity  for  both 
>6ices,  and  it  certainly  was  not  the  wish  of  the 
Eiouse  to  erect  two  i^reat  departments  to  perform 
he  same  duties.  He  could  perceive  no  way  in 
vhich  one  officer  was  to  be  a  check  upon  the 
)ther.  He  liked  the  bill  as  it  eame  from  the  Sen- 
ite  better  than  as  atnended,  as  he  saw  no  necessity 
or  retaining  the  office  of  Purveyor. 

Mr.  Tallmadgb  observed,  that  the  great  object 
)f  tills  bill,  and  the  ooly  one  which  made  it  neces- 
txYj  was  to  provide  for  a  duartermaster  Gkneral's 
)epartment,  instead  of  military  agents,  as  em- 
)ioyed  at  present.  There  never  was  such  an  offi- 
cer ia  the  staff  department  in  the  Revolutionary 
var.  The  late  Secretary  of  War,  as  well  as  the 
>reseDt,  were  in  favor  of  this  change.  The  mili- 
ary agents,  without  much  responsibility,  had 
learly  controlled  tbe  whole  War  Department. 
\q  attempt  was  made  two  Vfars  as^o  to  effect  this 
:haoge,  but  it  then  failed.  The  office  of  Purvevor 
^f  Pablic  Supplies  was  instituted  lonff  before  that 
»f  Military  Agent.  The  duties  of  the  duarter- 
oaster  General  and  Purveyor  are  very  different, 
rtie  former  is  a  highly  respectable  and  coofiden- 
ial  officer ;  be  is  next  in  consequence  to  the  Com- 
naoder-in-Chief,  with  whom  he  has  frequent 
'ommunicatioD.  Every  movement  of  the  Army 
s  first  communicated  to  him.  He  ought  to  be  a 
nilitary  character.  It  is  his  duty  to  receive  and 
leliver  out  the  necessary  supplies  for  the  Army, 
ind  to  attend  to  its  movements.  The  duties  of 
he  Purveyor  is  to  purchase,  under  tbe  direction 
of  tbe  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury,  arms,  clothing, 
hospital  stores,  and  every  other  article  necessary 
12th  Con.  1st  Sbss.— 26 


for  the  Army.  So  that  there  is  not  the  least  simi- 
larity between  tbe  two  officers ;  one  being  the 
purchasing,  the  other  tbe  distributing  officer.  If 
the  office  of  Purveyor  were  to  be  done  away,  the 
duartermaster  General  would  have  to  employ  a 
deputv  or  agent  to  make  these  purchases,  whiah 
would  be  putting  too  much  in  the  power  of  a  sub- 
ordinate officer,  and  would  do  away  that  check 
which  will  exist  if  the  Purveyor  be  continued,  as 
the  purchaser  and  distributor  of  the  supplies  would 
be  in  the  same  person.  The  Purveyor  is  also  the 
purchaser  of  goods  for  the  lodiaii  department.  . 

Mr.  Williams  rose  to  prevent  any  person  from 
falling  into  the  mistake  which  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  appeared  to  have  doneu  by 
makinjp  remarks  applicable  to  the  printed  bill  (a 
part  of  which  had  been  struck  out  and  other  parts 
amended  (instead  of  the  bill  read  from  tbe  Chair. 
He  deemed  it  unnecessary  to  add  anything  in 
reply,  to  what  had  been  so  well  said  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Connecticut, 

Mr.  Alston  said  he  had  attended  to  the  bill  as 
read,  and  not  to  the  printed  bill :  and  insisted  that, 
from  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  the  Secretary  of 
War  might  direct  the  Purveyor  and  Quarter- 
master to  purchase  the  same  articles.  If  the  bill 
was  what  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  had 
stated  it  to  be,  he  should  not  have  objected  to  it ; 
but  it  wa»  not. 

Mr.  Q^uiNcr  had  doubts  whether  both  these 
officers  were  necessary.  There  was  no  such  offi- 
cer as  Purveyor  of  Public  Supplies  during  the 
Revolutionary  war.  If  it  were  found  hereafter 
that  another  besides  the  Quartermaster  General 
was  necessary,  he  could  be  appointed.  There 
ought  certainly  to  be  a  responsibility  attached 
to  the  purchase  of  supplies,  and  this  might  be 
placed  m  the  Head  or  the  War  Department  or 
Quartermaster  General.  He  had  not  sufficient 
light  on  tbe  subject,  to  say  that  both  these  officers 
are  necessarv.  He  was  in  favor  of  the  bill  as  it 
came  from  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Blount  said,  that  though  there  was  not  a 
Purveyor  of  Public  Supplies  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  there  was  a  Clothier,  who  did  much 
the  same  business.  If  we  are  goioff  to  war,  said 
Mr.  B.,  he  did  not  see  how  we  could  do  without 
a  Quartermaster  General ;  and  it  would  be  im- 
proper for  him  to  become  the  purchaser  of  sup- 
plies, which  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Purveyer  to  pur- 
chase, because,  as  had  already  been  stated,  there 
would  be  no  check  in  the  business.  There  mast 
be  propriety  in  keeping  the  offices  distinct. 

Mr.  Macon  observed,  it  was  impossible  to  go  to 
war  without  a  Quartermaster  General ;  for  there 
is  no  man  has  so  much  to  do  about  an  army  as 
this  officer.  There  was  always  more  difficulty  in 
settling  the  Quartermaster  General's  accounts 
than  any  other.  The  only  instances  in  which  a 
Quartermaster  General  has  to  purchase  supplies, 
is  when,  by  some  miscarriage  or  accident,  the 
supplies  from  the  Commissary  or  Purveyor  do  not 
arrive  in  season.  It  is  necessary  that  such  a 
power  should  be  vested  in  this  officer,  to  be 
used  on  such  extraordinary  occasions.  As  had 
been  stated  by  his  colleague,  though  there  were 
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fio  Purveyor  duritigf  the  Revolution,  there  were 
elothi«rs  or  agents  employed  indiffereDt  situations, 
which  answered  the  purpose.  The  qualifications 
necessary  for  the  Cluartermaster  General  and  Pur- 
veyor are  very  different ;  the  one  ought  to  be  a 
soldier,  the  other  a  merchant. 
The  bill  passed  by  a  large  majority. 

NAVAL  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  concerning  the  Naval  Es- 
tablishment. 

Mr.  Cbevss,  the  Chairman  of  the  Navy  Com- 
mittee, moved  to  fill  the  blank  in  the  first  section 
of  the  bill  with  ^*four  hundred  and  eighty  thou- 
sand dollars,"  and  said  he  believed  it  to  be  his 
duty  at  this  time,  to  disclose  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  the  views  and  motives  of  the  select 
committee  in  reporting  the  bill.  Mr.  C.  said,  I 
consider  this  subject  as  one  of  the  most  important 
that  can  be  brought  before  this  House;  as  a  great 
question,  involving,  to  a  considerable  extent,  the 
fate  of  a  species  of  national  defence  the  most  es- 
sential and  necessary  to  the  interests  of  this  coun- 
try. I  know,  said  Mr.  C,  how  many  and  how 
strong  are  the  prejudices,  how  numerous  and  how 
deeply  laid  are  the  errors  which  I  have  to  eiH 
counter  in  the  discussion  of  this  question  ;  errors 
and  prejudices  the  more  formidable,  as  they  come 
recommended  by  the  virtues,  and  shielded  by  the 
estimable  motives  of  those  who  indulge  them*  1 
have  been  told  that  this  subject  is  unpopular,  and 
it  has  been  not  indistinctly  hinted,  tnat  those 
who  become  the  zealous  advocates  of  the  bill  will 
not  advance  by  their  exertions  the  personal  esti- 
mation in  which  they  may  be  held  by  their  polit- 
ical associates.  1  will  not  do  my  political  friends 
-the  injustice  to  believe  that  these  exertions  will 
diminish  their  confidence;  but,  could  I  think 
otherwise,  I  hope  I  shall  never  be  diverted  from 
a  faithful  discharge  of  my  duty  by  considerations 
of  this  kind*  I  wish  to  lead  no  man,  and  I  am 
determined  not  to  be  blindly  led  by  any  man.  In 
acting  with  a  party,  I  do  so,  because  I  adopt  their 
leading  principles  and  politics  as  the  best,  and  be- 
cause I  believe,  from  the  nature  of  free  Govern- 
ment, it  is  necessary  so  to  act  to  give  efficiency 
to  the  exertions  of  any  individual;  but  I  do  not 
feel  myself,  therefore,  bound  to  renounce  my  de- 
liberate opinions  on  all  the  great  interests  of  the 
nation,  or  to  take  no  independent  part  in  the  ex- 
ertions of  the  party  to  which  I  belong.  I  sincere- 
ly believe  that,  it  this  infant  Navar  Establish- 
ment be  either, abandoned  or  put  down,  the  party 
who  now  form  the  majority  in  this  House,  and 
in  the  country,  may  run  great  risk  of  becoming 
the  minority,  not  only  within  these  walls,  but  in 
the  nation. 

This  question  must  be  discussed,  said  Mr.  C, 
on  this  occasion,  on  new  principles.  Hitherto,  in 
politics,  as  in  science  and  morals,  there  have  been 
certain  fixed   principles,  which,   to  attempt  to 

Erove,  would  be  considered  as  trifling  with  the 
earer ;  and  certainly  among  these,  the  propriety 
and  necessity  of  protecting  commerce,  in  a  com- 
mercial country,  would  have  been  ranked.    But 


we  baveiieard  it  8aid,'and  it  has  almost  becoitf 
popular  and  fashionable  to  say  on  this  floor,  tk 
the  naiion  ought  not  to  go  to  war  for  the  protee 
tion  of  commerce ;  and,  by  stronger  res^oo.  \k: 
it  ought  not  to  establish  a  nary,  which,  it  is  sup- 
posed, is  fitted  only  for  that  object;  thatnoiiiiii 
should  provoke  us  to  this  act  of  natiotial  resist- 
ance, but  the  actual  invasion  of  our  soil.  When 
such  principles  have  been  avowed,  the  friends  &: 
the  bill  before  you  cannot  deem  it  unnecessarT- 
the  opponents  of  it  cannot  consider  it  as  improp- 
erly obtrusive — to  discuss  the  question,  vtieik 
the  commerce  of  this  cQuntry  is  entitled  to  ^y 
tec  tion.  I  ask  the  patient  attention  of  the  Csc 
mittee  to  such  arguments  as  shall  grow  omoi]^* 
subject,  which  I  will  endeavor  to  lay  before  ijies 
with  as  much  precision  and  clearness  as  li- 
able. I  shall  not  hesitate  to  occupy  their  list 
by  a  fall  development  of  them  as  the  importzEo 
of  the  question  demands,  and  will  justify  it^wiL* 
the  errors  and  prejudices  that  encumber  and  ea 
barrass  the  subject  render  it  necessary. 

Is  commerce,  then,  in  this  country,  eniitled  t; 
protection?  The  object  of  all  goveromeirt^ 
protection  ;  the  strong,  under  it,  are  moreeffec:s 
ally  protected  by  the  combination  of  theirstrei^ 
with  the  power  of  weaker  interestn— even  to'ik 
strong  this  protection  is  necessary — but  it  ismc;} 
the  object  of  the  weak,  and  to  them  is  more  !^ 
cessary.  How  obvious,  then,  is  the  violatios  sf 
the  object  of  all  government,  if  the  weaker  iai&- 
ests  are  denied  protection  because  it  may  reqain 
some  sacrifices  from  the  strong  ?  Yet,  this  re- 
lation is  really,  though  not  ostensibly  asserted k 
be  justifiable  by  those  who  say  we  shall  not  ei^ 
the  national  ebergies  in  the  form  of  war  far  i^ 
protection  of  commerce.  Agriculture,  they  sit 
is  the  great  interest  of  the  country ;  and.  as  it 
will  require  of  it  great  sacrifices,  therefore  tbt 
protection  of  commerce  ought  to  be  abaDdoae^ 
And  is  it,  then,  true,  that  the  greatest  ioiera: 
which  enjoys  the  protection  of  Govern  meat,  ai^ 
exacts  of  the  weaker  the  sacrifices  oecessair  ix 
this  end,  shall,  in  turn,  suffer  nothing  in  dtimt 
of  those  interests  with  which  it  is  associated?  No 
that  is  too  monstrous  a  principle  to  be  asserted 
But  gentlemen  say,  it  is  not  incumbent  on  a  Got 
ernment  to  defend  the  smallest  interest  wliie^ 
claims  its  protection,  by  the  greatest  sacrifices  of 
which  it  is  capable — the  sufi*erings  of  war,  and  ii* 
calamitous  and  ruinous  consequences.  This  pio- 
tec  tion  of  commerce  will  cost  more,  they  s^f 
than  the  object  is  worth,  and  therefore  uogbtsct 
to  be  eranted.  These  positions  I  deny;  Baif^ 
though  1  admit  that  the  smallest  interests  of  ^ 
ciety  are  not  to  be  defended  by  the  greatest  eiet* 
tion-^by  war — because  partialinteivstsinastyitiii 
to  the  great  and  general  interests  of  society;  f^ 
every  other  interest  is  not  to  yield  to  the  greatest 
interest.  When  the  interest  in  question  becomes 
a  general  one,  and  assumes  the  character  of  oo^ 
of  th^  great  interests  of  the  commuDitf.  its  de- 
fence demands  the  exertion  of  the  whole  power 
of  the  Government,  and  its  claims  are  not  ie^s 
than  would  be  those  of  the  greatest  interest  qb- 
der  its  protection.    I  deny  that  war  is  ever  jostiy 
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founded  od  a  calculation  of  paere  pecuniaFy  loss 
or  gaio.  War  is  always  a  terrible,  and  oot  ud^ 
freq  ;ently  a  ruioous,  calamity,  and  can  be  com- 
pensated by.no  pecuniary  advantage 3  this  cannot, 
therefore,  be  the  basis  of  political  calculation. 
War  ought  ne^er  to  be  maue  but  in  defence  of 
ihe  great  interests  of  tbe  community ;  and^  in  sucb 
I  case,  the  onljr  calculation  which  should  oe  made 
by  a  high-spirited  nation,  or  a  just  Gk)vernment, 
is  the  calculation  of  the  national  ability  to  wage 
the  war.  But  the  subject  is  one  not  to  be  illus- 
trated by  argument,  it  is  plainer  in  itself  than 
it  can  be  made  by  rjeasoning.  When  the  propo- 
sition is  submitted,  it  appears  to  cast  off  the  ad- 
rentitious  aid  as  cumbrous  and  unnecessary.  Yet. 
there  is  a  claim  of  pecaliar  jlght  which  may  anu^ 
ought  to  be  added.  It  perVaded  and  supplied^ 
greatly  and  deeply  the  motires  and  the  eauses  of 
tbe  political  compact  under  which  we  are  assem- 
bled in  this  Hall.  The  distresses  of  commerce, 
combining  with  the  other  suffering  interests  of 
the  country,  laid  the  foundations  of  this  happy 
Union,  and  in  this  hour  of  mntual  peril  and  mu« 
tual  distress,  was  given  the  pledge  of  mutual 
protection ;  and  we  are  called  upon,  now  to  de- 
clare whether  it  shall  be  forcibly  withheld  with- 
oQt  being  justly  redeemed  ?  No  man  of  gener- 
ous feelings,  no  honest  statesman,  no  honorable 
member  of  this  House,  I  am  sure,  will  avow  such 
8D  object.  How,  then,  can  the  protection  of  com- 
merce, the  second  great  interest  of  the  nation,  be 
abandoned  1  Or  will  you  say  that  commerce  is 
protected,  because  you  defend  the  worthless  sands 
of  the  seashore,  or  the  comfortless  dwellings  of 
those  devoted  to  commerce?  You  will  deride 
their  feelings  and  mock  the  substance  with  less 
than  the  semblance  of  justice,  when  you  tell  them 
that  you  defend  their  altars  and  their  firersides, 
if  you  abandon  their  property  on  tbe  ocean,  which 
is  necessary  to  ma|te  tho  one  cheerful  and,  at 
least,  useful,  to  carry  the  heart  With  giatitude  and 
traoquil  piety,  to  the  foot  of  the  other. 

But,  said  Mr.  C.  we  dare  not  act  on  tbe  principles 
which  we  appear' to  profess.  .  Are  we  not  at  this 
moment  about  to  go  to  war  in  defence  of  onr  vi- 
olated, commerce?  •  Did  not  my  honorable  friend 
and  worthy  colleague,  (Mr.  Williams,)  the  other 
day,  in  a  strain  of  eloquence  which  did  equal 
honor  to  his  talents  and  his  patriotism,  put  the 
question  on  this  footing,  and  yet,  it  is  strange,  he 
will  be  opposed  to  the  bill  before  you.  I  call 
upon  gentlemen  to  divest  themi>elves  of  the  pre- 
judices they  may  haye  imbibed  on  this  subject ; 
they  must  see,  at  this  moment,  in  the  measures 
which  they  have  just  adopted,  the  current  of  cor- 
rect feelings  impelling  them  on  their  object  in  op- 
position to  the  prejudice  of  opinion.  They  are 
going  to  war  in  defence  of  commerce,  ia  oppo- 
sition to  their  declaration,  that  they  will  not  go 
to  war  in  defence  of  commerce. 

But,  said  Mr.  C,  Why  is  the  protection  of  com- 
merce distinguished  from  the  protection  of  agri- 
culture ?  The  interests  of  agriculture  and  com- 
merce are  insepajrable.  What  is  commence  but 
the  exchange  of  the  surplus  produce  of  the  indus- 
try of  one  utdividttal  for  that  of  another,  the  sur- 


plus productions  of  one  nation  for  those  of  anoth- 
er 7  How  is  foreign  commerce  carried  on  1 
By  agents  among  yourselves.. or  by  agents  in 
foreign  countries;  oy  domestic  or  by  foreign 
capital.  But  which  is  most  advantageous  to  the 
agriculturist  7  Certainly,  your  own  merchants 
and  your  own  capital.  Half  the  number  of  agents 
at  home,  if  it  were  for  no  other  reason  than  their 
proximity^  will  do  the  business ;  half  the  domes- 
tic capital,  from  the  repeated  operations  of  which 
it  is  susceptible,  will  effect  the  exchange.  It  is 
these  operations  which  constitute  commerce,  and 
it  is  this  commerce  which  -makes  agricuUare  val- 
uable. Every  faqilitv  of  commerce  incceases  the 
valua  of  agricultural  productions.  Thus  it  is, 
that  the  commerce  of  our  farms  is  more  or.  leas 
valuable,  as  they  are  more  or  less  remote  froia 
market;  because,  as  they  are  more  or  less  remote 
from  market,  is  the  exchange  more  or  less  facile, 
these  results  are  equally  att^ndant  on  every  facil- 
ity or  disadvantage.  Every  expense  and  everr 
difficulty  of  transpertatioa  and  exchaoge  -  with 
foreign  countries  din^inishes  the  value  of  oor 
agriculture.  But  no  facility  is  ao  great  as  se- 
curity ;  and  to  give  this  security  in  time  of  war, 
your  ships  must  be  protected  on  the  ocean.  Sup- 
pose, as  IS  in  fact  tbe  case  at  the  present  moment, 
Great  Britain  and  France  to  be  engaged  in  hostil* 
ities  with  each  other ;  the  difficulties  of  transporting 
your  produce  io  the  dominions  of  either,  are  in- 
creased by  the  spoliations  of  the  other.  Of  course, 
the  prices  of  your  produce  will  fall,  and  the  value 
of  yo|ir  agriculture  will  be  diminished  by  every 
risk  and  every  expense  which  these  dimculti^s 
may  cause.  But  imagine  the  same  commerce  to 
be  protected,  atpd  exactly  in  the  degree  of  that 
protection  will  the  prices  of  your  products  and 
the  value. of  ypttf  agriculture  be  increased.  Sup* 
pose  it  completely  protected,  and  the  agrieuUor- 
ist  would  combine  the  advantage  of  war  prices 
and  profits  with. no  other  than  the  charges  of 
peace.  But  suppose  we  should  adopt  the  Chi- 
nese system,  as  it  has  been  called,  and  have  no 
ships  of  our  own ;  and  that  we  should,  as  we  do 
in  fact  at  this  time,  require  the  ports  of  France, 
and  the  rest  of  the  Continent  under  her  control, 
afr  markets  forouc  agricultural  productions,  what 
would  be  the  consequence!  British  ships  are  ex- 
cluded from  these  ports,  and  there  are  no  other 
foreign  carriers,  and  we  should  have  none  of  oar 
own;  how,  in  that  case,  would  we  convey  a  pound 
of  cottou  or  tobacco,  or  any  other  article,  to  these 
markets  7  iiow  would  it  be  possible  to  render 
our  agricvltural. productions,  which  are  consunaed 
in  thesa  countries,  of  any  value  1  Without  ships 
and  seaioen,  and,  consequently,  without  commerce, 
of  what  value  would  all  our  agriculture  be  be- 
yond the  supply  c'f  ^^  meat,  fire,  and  clothes  ?" 
And  is  not  this  nearly  the  state  and  situation  of 
our  present  unprotected  commerce  and  our  pres- 
ent languishing  agriculture  ?  But  were  our  com- 
merce effectually  protected,  did  our  flag  give  se- 
curity to  the  .vessels  which  bear  it  and  the  proper- 
ty they  convey,,whal  would  be  the  appreciation  in 
value  of  the  agricultiual  products  of  our  country, 
whicfi  are  now  without  purchascdrs  and  prices? 
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It  has  been  said,  by  a  strong  aqd  lively  figure 
of  rhetoric,  that  this  conntry  is  a  great  land  ani- 
mal, which  shonld  not  venture  into  the  water. 
But  if  you  look  at  its  broad  high  back,  the  Alle- 
ganies,  and  its  great  sides  swelling  to  the  East 
and  to  the  West,  where  do  you  find  its  immense 
limbs  terminate  ?  Not  on  some  great  plain  which 
has  been  formed  for  their  reception,  but  in  two 
great  oceans,  the  Pacific  on  the  one  side,  and  the 
Atlaptic  on  the  other.  The  figure  explains  the 
true  interests  of  the  country,  in  the  inseparable 
union  and  necessary  dependence  of  agriculture 
and  commerce.  The  God  of  Nature  did  not  give 
to  the  United  States  a  coast  of  two  thousand 
miles  in  extent,  not  to  be  used.  No ;  it  was  in- 
tended by  this  bounty  to  make  us  a  great  coiti- 
mercial  people ;  and  snail  we  uAgratelullv  reject 
the  enjoyment  of  his  unexatnpled  benencence? 
No,  it  nas  not  and  will  not  be  neglected.  A  great 
portion  of  our  people  exist  but  upon  the  ocean 
and  its  fruits.  It  has  been  eloquently,  and  not 
less  truly  than  eloquently,  said,  that  "the  ocean 
is  their  farm,"  and  it  muH  and  will  be  protected. 
But  how  is  this  protection  to  be  afibrded  ?  I  will 
endeavor  to  prove  that  it  can  be  done,  and  done 
most  cheaply  and  efiectually  bv  a  naval  force; 
and  if  I  succeed  in  this,  I  shall  nope  for  the  con- 
currence of  the  Committee.  No  proposition  ap- 
pears to  me  more  true  or  more  obvious,  than  that 
It  is  only  by  a  naval  force  that  our  commerce 
and  our  neutral  rights  on  the  ocean  can  be  pro- 
tected. We  are  now  going  to  wiir  for  the  protec- 
tion of  these  rights;  but  in  what  way,  and  under 
what  circumstances?  The  mode  is  aitogether 
accidental,  and  not  founded  on  the  permanent  re- 
lations or  means  of  the  country.  It  is  not  my 
intention  to  condemn  the  course  which  has  been 
taken.  It  has  had  mv  hearty  concurrence,  and 
my  zealous,  though  feeble,  support.  I  hope  it 
may  be  altogether  efiectual ;  and  I  believe  it  will 
inflict  a  wound  which  will  be  felt  with  poig- 
nancy. But  it  is,  notwithstanding,  partial  and  ac- 
cidental ;  for,  if  Great  Britain  had  not  the  Cana- 
das  on  our  borders,  how  could  we  attack  or  resist 
her.  armed  as  we  are  ?  If  we  possess  ourselv^ 
of  the  Canadas,  and  this  we  shall  certainly  do 
in  the  event  of  war,  how  and  where  shall  we  then 
continue  the  war  without  a  naval  force?  We 
shall  suffer  the  evils  of  war,  without  inflicting 
any  of  them  on  the  enemy.  We  cannot  send  our 
regulars  or  our  volunteers  on  the  ocean.  Does  it 
not,  then,  result,  inevitably,  as  the  dictate  of  com- 
mon prudence,  that  we  should,  as  soon  as  possible, 
commence  our  naval  preparations  ?  The  Naval 
Establishment  of  the  United  States  has  been  here- 
tofore so  much  neglected,  that  it  is  at  prebcnt  in 
a  state  of  lamentable  depression ;  and  the  ques- 
tion now  is,  whather  we  will  sufler  it  to  go  down 
entirely,  or  attempt  to  raise  it  up  to  some  degree 
of  respectability.  Some  gentlemen  say,  **if  you 
had  asked  for  no  more  than  the  reparation  of  the 
frigates  in  ordinary,  we  miffht  have  granted  your 
request."  But,  for  myself,  I  would  not  thank 
any  gentleman  for  this  concession.  The  select 
committee  conceived  it  to  be  their  duty  to  bring 
the  question  fully  before  the  House  in  the  shape  i 


in  which  they  have  exposed  it.  Not  to  a5kDel^ 
ly  what  it  would  do  to  assist  by  qaral  co-o[xn- 
tion,  in  the  first  efforts  of  the  contemplated  sin^ 
gle,  but  principally  what  it  would  do  towards » 
tablishing  and  perpetuating  a  respectable  nan. 
force  for  the  protection  of  those  importsDt  d^u 
of  the  people,  which  are,  and  mast  coDttooe,a* 
posed  upon  the  ocean.  Their  determinatioii  ws 
plainly,  candidly,  and  boldly,  to  speak  to  tk 
House,  and  through  it  to  the  nation,  on  this  eien 
question,  and  leave  its  fate  to  the  wisdom  i>i  tk 
one  and  the  good  sense  of  the  other. 

That  a  respectable  Naval  Establisbment  i^ 
fords  the  only  efiectual  means  of  causing  'm 
commercial  rights  to  be  respected,  will,  as  i 
general  proposition,  be  denied  by  fewpersoD&L 
any.  But  its  adoption  by  us  is  deemed  improps 
by  those  who  oppose  it,  on  the  grounds  of  tat 
enormous  expense  which,  it  is  said,  the  estsblsih 
ment  will  necessitate,  and  the  inability  of  lu 
nation,  by  aiiy  force  which  it  can  provide,  to rf- 
sist,  with  effect,  the  immense  naval  power  of 
Great  Britain.  Is  it  not  surprising,  that  so  mod: 
prejudice  should  exist  a^inst  this  esublishmfi 
on  account  of  its  expenstveness,  when  it  isasctf* 
tained  that,  during  the  whole  eighteen  yeans 
its  existence,  frdm  1794,  to  1811,  inclusiye.  i;  sa 
cost  the  Gh)vernment  only  $27,175,695?  I  as 
afraid  I  shall  be  tedious,  because  the  only  wayii 
which  I  hope  to  brinf^  conviction  home  to  tk 
minds  of  the  House,  is  by  entering,  with  mioQ^ 
ness  and  precision,  into  a  dry  detail  of  figures  2S^ 
statements ;  but  the  necessity  of  the  case  muit  k 
my  apology  for  the -course  which  I  shall  take,  l 
the  House  shall  have  full  confidence  in  my  m^ 
ments,  much  will  be  gained  to  the  aigumen(;i8 
it  will  be  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  for  tbefaetff 
to  follow  me  through  an  examination  of  these 
details,  as  the  argument  proceeds.  For  this  con- 
fidence, therefore,  I  will  venture  to  hope.  I  i» 
lieve  the  statements  on  which  I  rely  to  be  actii' 
rate,  as  far  as  accuracy  is  material  to  the  discis- 
sion. I  will  state  them  with  candor,  and,  whta 
I  have  concluded,  I  will  put  them  into  the  baeds 
of  gentlemen  who  may  wish  to  examine  tbea. 
fbr  their  own  satisfaction,  or  to  refute  them.  Ti» 
average  annual  expense  of  this  establishmeot.  so 
much  censured  for  its  wasteful  and  improrideiH 
management,  has  but  little  exceeded  $1500,000, 
which  is  not  much  more  than  twice  the  amoB8» 
of  the  usual  annual  appropriation  for  oor  «»• 
nomieal  Civil  List.  It  has  been  generally  »t 
posed,  that  it  ha^;  been  much  more  expensiretbaa 
the  Mtliury  Establishment,  but  I  willsbovtui 
this  is  not  really  the  case.  The  expense  of  rbe 
Military  Establishment,  from  1791  to  1811,  iBcla* 
sive,  has  been  $37,541,669,  giving  an  anneal  irer- 
age  of  91,700,000,  or  $200,000  per  annum  dok 
than  that  of  the  Navy,  it  thus  appears  titft,  is 
the  gross  amount,  as  well  as  in  the  annotl  ex- 
pend itu  re,'  the  Army  has  been  more  expeosin 
thaii  the  Navy.  Compare,  too,  the  serried 
of  the  Army  with  those  of  the  Nary,  and  i^ 
will  be  found  that  those  of  the  latter  bare  bees 
most  useful  and  most' honorable  to  the  natioo.  I 
know  of  no  service  of  this  charaeier  which  tbe 
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rmy  has  perform^,  ezeept  the  defeat  of  the  lo- 
ans by  General  Wayne,  and  the  late  gallant 
fair  on  the  Wabash.  The  Navy,  in  the  contest 
ith  France  in  1798,  were  rictorioiH  wherever 
eocountered  an  enemy,  and  probably  laid  the 
andation  of  the  subsequent  accommod^ion  with 
at  nation.  In  the  Mediterranean,  its  exploits 
ire  a  name  to  the  country  throughout  Eiurope; 
imbled,  in  an  unexampled  manner,  the  pirati*' 
J  and  barbarous  foe,  and  crowned  itself  witji  a 
potation  for  intrepidity  and  heroism,  which  had 
It  been  exceeded  by  the  exploits  of  any  nation, 
id  which  must  ^o  down  to  a  distant  posferitv.  I 
ean  not,  by  this  comparison,  to  say  anytning 
jorioas  to  the  Army,  but  only  to  declare  that 
cfereoce  to  which  I  tniok  the  naval  services  of 
e  couDtry  are  entitled.  Admitting,  if  it  be  de- 
red,  that  the  Navy  has  heretofore  occasioned  an 
Lpeose  not  warranted  by  its  force  orita  Services ; 
id  1  cannot  deny  but  thai,  from  m  variety  of 
nses,  the  expense  may  have  been  unnecessarily 
«at ;  an  argument  cannot  thence  be  fairly  drawn 
[aiiut  its  future  use — the  contrary  is  the  fair 
mclusion.  Past  errors  hiy  the  foundation  of 
itare  improvement.  It  was  thus  the  greatest 
ator,  and  one  of  the  greatest  statesmen,  of  anti- 
litf,  reasoned.  The  great  Athenian  orator, 
hen  roQsing  his  countrymen  by  his  impetuous 
oqoeDce,  to  resist  the  ambition  of  Philip,  de- 
ftred  that  it  w^s  on  their  past  misconduct,  that 
}  bailt  his  highest  hopes ;  for,  said  he,  *'  were 
e  tbus  distressed,  in  spite  of  every  vigorous  ef- 
tit  which  the  honor  of  our  Slate  demanded,  there 
tre  then  no  hope  of  recovery."  So  may  we 
asoQ  in  this  case ;  for  had  these  extraordinary 
CMQses  been  the  result  of  good  economy,  then, 
ideed,  would  their  diminution  be  hopeless ;  bnt, 
rthey  have  proceeded  from  a  wasteful  or  unskil*' 
il  expenditure,  the  remedy  will  be  found  in  a 
iform  of  the  abuse ;  to  effect  this  reform,  is  the 
Bty  of  Congress.  But  it  has  not  only  been  less 
tpeQsive  than  the  Army,  but  it  may  be  proved, 
( the  committee  have  declared  in  their  report, 
lat  '*  a  naval  force  within  4ue  limits  and  under 
roper  regulations,  will  constitute  the  cheapest 
sfence  of  the  nation*"  This  will  be  partly  proved 
if  a  comparison  between  the  expense  of  the  per- 
lanent  fortifications  of  our  maritime  frontier  and 
lat  of  an  adequate  naval  defence.  The  experi- 
ice  of  modern  naval  warfare  has  proved  that 
0  fortifications  can  prevent  the  passage  of  shi^ 
twar.  The  present  fortifications  of  our  mari- 
ne frontier,  though  they  are  more  numeroi:|s 
i^d  better  than  they  have  been  at  an^r  other  pe- 
<k1  in  our  history,  cannot  prevent  an  inconsider- 
ble  naval  force  from  laying  many  of  our  towns 
^  ashes.  Indeed,  it  is  believed  that  no  fortifica- 
ons  which  can  be  erected  will  afford  a  complete 
rotection  against  such  attacks,  while  their  ex- 
^nse  would  be  oppressive  to  the  nation.  The 
iiy  of  New  York  alone,  if  completely  fortified, 
^oald  require  a  further  expenditure  of  three  mil- 
ODs  of  dollars,  and  a  garrison  of  ten  thousand 
>«Q,  and  then  might  be  laid  in  ashes  by  four  or 
>re  seventy-fours.  But  we  have  a  coast  of  two 
boosand  miles  to  protect,  the  expense  of  which 


could  not  be  borne  by  the  nation.  A  better  de^ 
fence  would  be  furnished  by  such  a  naval  force 
as  would  give  you  a  mastery  in  the  American 
seas,  and  at  home  much  less  expense.  I  have 
taken  the  trouble,  in  the  discharge  of  my  duty  as 
a  member  of  the  select  committee,  to  ascertaia 
the  expenditures  which  have  been  actually  made 
on  account  of  fortifications,  and  they  amount  very 
nearly  to  $6,500,000.  It  is  necessary,  in  fairness, 
to  state,  that  upwards  of  $2,000,000  consist  of  the 
permanent  appropriation  annually  made  ''for  for* 
tifications,  arsenals,  and  armories."  I  am  not 
sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  application  of 
this  appropriation  to  say  how  much  of  it  may 
have  been  expended  on  the  fortifications  of  the 
maritione  frontier,  but  gentlemen  o&ay  make  any 
deductbn  they  may  think  proper  on  tnis  account, 
it  wiU  not  vary  materially  the  general  result.  When 
the  presentfortifications  shall  becom plated,  and  the 
additions  made  which  will  be  a^thorized^  by  the 
appropriations  of  the  present  year,  it  will  requiris 
fifteen  thousand  artillerists  to  garrison  them,  ex- 
clusive of  such  other  force  as  will  be  necessary  in 
case"  of  attack.  The  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  on  this  subject,  which  is  among  the  printed 
documents  on  your  table,  requires,  for  the  present 
fortifications,  12,600  artillerists;  and  I  tnink  it 
fair  to  add  the  difference  between  this  number 
and  15,000,  the  number  which  I  have  assuntied. 
for  additional  fortifications  which  are  deemed 
necessary,  and  will  be  provided  for  by  the  appro- 
priations of  the  year,  These  men  are  to  be  en- 
listed, and  to  receive  land  and  pecuniary  bounties. 
If  the  lands  tbus  given  be  estimated  at  two  dol- 
lars per  acre,  which  is  the  lowest  price  at  which 
the  officers  of  the  Government  are  authorized  to 
sell  the  public  lands,  ^nd  rather  below  the,  actual 
sales,  they  will  amount,  for  15,000  men,  to  9V 
800,000.  It  will  be  proper  here  to  show  that 
these  land  bountiea  are  to  be  considered  as  an  ae- 
tnal  expenditure  to  this  amount,  aa  it  mnj  be  sup- 
posed by  some  that  the  public  lands  are  in  quan- 
tity alinost  without  limits,  and  that  any  number 
of  acres' may  be  disposed  of  in  this  way  without 
percet)tibl)r  diminishing  the  public  wealth.  This,  - 
however,  is  not  the  ease;  the  lands  given  in 
bounties  will  be  thrown  into  the  market  in  spite 
of  any, legal  regulations  that  can  be  devised,  and 
will,  to  their  extent,  supersede  in  the  market  those 
of  the  Qovernment ;  they  will,  of  course  be  sold 
lower  than  the  public  lands,  as  the  holders  will 
sell  at  the  price  at  which  they  may  be  able  to 
force  a  salci  The  weight  of  this  arguoient,  how- 
ever, may  be  denied,  but  should  it  be  diminished 
in  any  degree  by  the  objections  which  may  be 
made  to  it,  the  diminution  will  be  more  than 
compensated  by  a  consideration  bf  the  disadvan- 
tages which  the  present  States  will  suffer  in  hav- 
ing their  population,  already  too  much  scattered, 
spread  out  to  their  extremes,  a  disadvantage  more 
real  to  them  than  the  expenditure  of  a  consider- 
able sum  of  money,  nor  am  I  to  be  understood  in 
this  as  expressing  any  hostility  to  our  territorial 
settlements,  which  ought  to  be  treated  with  the 
justice  to  which  they  are  entitled  under  our  laws^ 
and  th^  kindneas  which  they  claim  as  our  breth- 
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ren ;  bat  we  are  not  therefore  todbgaise  the  fact, 
that,  in  a  political  view,  the  difiVisioa  of  a  po]>u- 
latioD,  at  present  too  little  condensed,  must  be  in^ 
jarious  to  those  whom  we  now  represent.  Bo 
much  has  been  said  of  the  land  bounties,  not 
merely  for  the  support  of  the  present  calculation, 
but  because  it  will  be  material  in  other  views  or 
this  subject.  It  probably  has  been  proved  that  it 
would  oe  equally  advantageous  to  the- nation  to 
pay  the  estimated  amount  out  of  the  Treasury, 
were  the  money  there,  and  not  subject  to  more 
pressing  requisitions. 

Then,  the  land  bounties  may  be  estimat- 
ed at        $4)600^000 

The  pecuniary  bounties  will  be  $240,000, 

which,  for  even  numbera,  caQ    •        -  200,000 

6,000,000 
Add  to  this  sum  the  expenditures  for  the 

erection  of  fortifications     ...»       6,500,000 


Then  the  comparative  result  will  be : 

Original  cost  of  permanent  fortifications  and  dieir  de- 
fence        --.-.-    $11^,(569 
Original  cost  of  naval  defence       -        -       7^,081 

Leaving  in  hvtft  of  naval  defence  a  bal- 
ance of     --*.--       4,0WI,IK 


Annual  ezpense^^Of  foHificationa,  gar^ 

xiaona,  &c        «        .        .        •        .       6,0(K^ 
Of  naval  delence 4^^ 


Leaving  a  balaaoe  in  fiivor  of  our  naval 
defence  ol $l,500Jud 


And  they  will  make  the  sum  of 


-   $11,600,000 


This  sum  constitutes  the  first  expenditure  on 
account  of  the  permanent  fortifications  and  their 
defence;  in  other  words,  the  firtt  C09if  and  is  ex- 
ckisive  of  annual  expenses — 

The  annual  estimates  for  the  support  of 

fifteen  thousand  men,  vrill  be  •  •  $4,500,000 
But  we  must  add  for  rspairs  and  extraor- 

dinaries,  asotir  calculations  relate  to  a 

period  of  hoatUities,  at  least       -        •       1,500,000 

- 

Making^  fi>r  annual  expense,  the  sum  of    $6,000,000 

■Miw^         —     I   ■  ■■         m 

■  ^111  I  > 

The  addition  for  extraordioariea  is  much  below 
the  probable  fact;  and,  for  the  correctness  of  this 
opinion,  I  beg  leave  to  appeal  to  my  honorable 
colkaffoe,  theChairman  of  the  Military  Commit- 
tee, (Mr.  WiLLiAMfl,)  who  has  lately  and  fully 
turned  his  attention  to  the  subject,  and  requeat 
him  to  correct  me  if  I  am  wrong.  Now,  let  us 
inquire,  what  will  be  the  expense  of  such  a  Na« 
VBi  Kstablishment  as  the  committee  have*  pro- 
posed as  a  force  competent  to  the  defence  ai  your 
coasting  trade,  and  yonr  ports  and  harbors.  I 
must  here  take  for  granted,  what  shall  be  proved 
in  the  progress  of  the  argument,  that  this  force  is 
competent  for  the  object  proposed. 

Then,  twdve  seventy-fours  will  cost  in  building  and 
•  e^ipping,  according  to  the  estimate  of  the  Secre- 
tary Of  the  Navy,  $883,000  each,  or  -     |«,960,000 

Twenty  fiigatea, -averaging  thirty-eight 
gnns,  according  to  the  same  eatimata, 
wiUcoat$i70/)00each,or       -        •       ^,400/)00 


Bay,  for  even  numbers 


$7,500,000 


The  annual  expense,  according  to  the  same 
estimate,  will  be^ 

For  twdve  seventy-fdnrs  $91 1 ,784  ekch, 

say  -        -'       -        ^        -       *        -     $3,500,000 
For  twenty  fiigales,  $100,000  each      -       2,000,000 

$4^500,000 


It  is  necessary,  said  Mr.  C,  that  I  should  fortL^f 
erery  fact  which  I  advance,  as  I  proceed,  for  ere 
rythmg  is  denied.  It  is  accordingly  denied  tbr. 
the  estimates  Of  the  Secretary  are  to  be  relwd 
upon,  for  it  h  said  that  the  estimates  of  ihixit 
partment  have  been  frequently  incorrect.  T^if 
may  have  been  the  case  in  some  instances;  bat 
it  is  denied  that  any  of  these  errors  are  ealcs- 
lated  to  prove  the  present  estimates  to  be  ioaf- 
rect,  which  are  stated  by  the  Seeretary  to  be  folL 
and  which  are  fbunded  on  the  whole  of  oarfss 
experience.  The  materiality  of  accuracy,  bcv- 
ever.  In  this  particular,  requires  that  every  deck 
should  be  removed ;  and  it  shiill  be  done,  if  stt^ 
factory  proof  can  produce  that  effect.  In  thefint 
place,  the^  fulness  of  the  estimates,  which  is  (k 
fact  we'  have  to  prove,  is  confirmed  by  tbe  it^ 
alleged  by  the  opponents  of  the  Navy,  that  tk 
expenditures  on  this  object  have  been  wisfefullf 
and  unskilfully  made,  and  therefore  the  totrodB^ 
tion  of  better  economy  into  the  system  will  prt^ 
ably  diminish  thd  expenditures,  and  bring  ibas 
below  tbe  estimates;;  it  will,  at  least,  gWen^ 
sUrance  of  their  competency.  But  T  will  cofifirta 
the  adequacy  of  these  estimates  by  a  comptrisos 
of  them  with  the  expenditures  of  the  Bfii»i» 
Qovemmenton  their  Naval  Establishment.  Tbe 
British  Gtovernnient  has  never  been  disttDgoisiie^^i 
at  least  not  in  modern  times,  for  great  ecoDoof. 
In  relation  to  a  navy,  too,  we  hare  maoyadno- 
tages  which  that  Government  does  not  efijof- 
the  materials  of  a  naval  estabfhhment  arecbeap* 
er  with  us.  The  British  nation  imports  nearif 
afl  of  them  from  abroad--*raoch  of  them  from  ^ 
We  have  nearly  all  of  them  within  oarselre- 
We  know  that  ship-building  is  actually  andpnc- 
tically  cheaper  with  us  than  with  them ;  webtr& 
therefore,  the  advantages  in  these  particulirs. 
There  is  but  one  in  which  they  incur,  or  eas  io- 
cur,  a  less  expense  than  us,  and  that  is  io  ibes^' 
men  who  man  their  navy ;  but  this,  as  wili  be 
seen  by  reference  to  their  estimates,  is  nocamoof 
the  largest  objects  of  their  expenditure.  Our  es- 
tablishment, if  properly  organized  and  maaafe^- 
and  these  are  objects  entirely  within  oar  o« 
power — must  be  cheaper,  in  proportion  to  its  ex- 
tent^ than  that  of  Great  Britain.  Let  as,  tbeo, 
compare  the  estimates  of  the  Secretary  wiib  iM 
expevience  of  that  country.  My  honorable  friewi 
(Mr.  BABBarr,)  who  wis  fortneriy  the  Cbairmaa 
of  ^t  Oomiaittee  on  the  Naval  BsUblisbmeat, 
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and  who,  I  re$:ret,  has  been  succeeded  T>^  one  so 
mach  less  able  to  do  justice  to  the  subject,  has 
been  so  obliging*^  as  to  pot  in  my  haodn  a  state- 
ment of  the  naval  appropriations  of  Qreat  Brit- 
liD.  from  an  early  p«riod  to  the  present  time, 
from  which  I  have  selected  one  yearns  an  exam- 
ple.   It  is  fairly  selected  ;  it  is  the  year  1801,  the 
year  in  which  the  peaceof  Amiens  was  concluded, 
and  in  which  I  believe  the  active  Naval  Estab- 
lishment of  Great  Britain  was  greater  than  in 
any  preceding  or  any  subsequent  year.'  She  had, 
at  that  time,  in  commission  eight  hundred  and 
tbiriy-three  vessels,  and  her  appropriations  were 
£15,800.000,  equal  to  about  965,000,000.    This 
sum  included  the  usual  appropriations  for  bufld- 
ing  and  repairs,  and   for  the    vessels  in   ordi- 
nary.   Now,  the  estimates  of  the  Secretary,  for 
the  annual  expense  of  twelve  seventy-fours  and 
twenty  frigates,  amount  to  (4,500.000,  which- is 
considerably  more  than  one-fiAeenth  part  of  the 
annaal  expense  of  the  whole  British  navy  in  1801, 
while  it  is  very  obvioUs  that  they  do  not,  in  oumT 
ber  or  force,  amount  nearly  to  an  equal  propor- 
tion of  their  vessels.    With  this  proof  be/ore  us, 
it  cannot  be  urged  that  the  estimates  on  which  I 
rety  are  not  sumcienfly  large.   But  to  prove  more 
glaringlv,  though  not  perhaps  more  clearly,  that 
a  Naval  Establishment  is  the  cheapest  defence 
that  the  nation  can  employ,  permit  me  to  insti- 
tute a  comparison  between  the  expense  of  the 
military  preparations  which  have  been  already 
authorized  and  recommended,  as  necessary  for 
ihe  present  year^  with  the  whole  expense  of  the 
Na?al  Establishment  from  its  institution  to  this 
day.    The  particulars  of  the  military  prepara- 
tions for  this  year.  are- 
Bounty  in  money  to  thirty-ffve  thousand 

men  -        -        -        -        - 

Bounty  in  land  to  thirty-fire  thousand 

men  -        -      - .   •     . 
Estimate  of  the  Secretary  of  War  for 
rapport    ---.-- 
Appropriations  for  Tolnnteers 
AppropriatioBs  for  mnntlions  of  war 
Appropriations  ibr  ftrliicatiens    - 


which  I  have  just  made  of  the  expenses  author-* 
ized  for  the  present  year  with  that  of  a  Naval 
Establishment  of  double  the  force  which  has 
been  supposed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and 
the  select  eommittee,  to  be  sufficient  to  command 
the  American  seas,  and  to  protect  bur  ports  and 
harbors.  It  will  be  found  that  this  foroe  may  not 
only  be  built  and  equipped,  tut  supported  for  one 
year  at  a  less  expense — 
Twenty-fiVe  seventy-fonrsi  at  $31)3,000 

each,  will  cost  -        -        -        -        -  ^  98,335,000 
Forty    frigatas.    averaging   thirty-eight 

guns,  at  f  170,000  each     •        -        -        6,800,000 

$15,125,000 
Annual  expenMe* 

Twenty-five  seventy-fonrs,  at  two  han* 

Ared  and  eleven  thousand  dollars  eadi, 

will  coat        -        -        •    $5,375,600 
Forty  frigatee,  at  one  hnn- 

dred     thoniiand    dollars 

oach      -        -        -        •     4,000,000 


Expense   of  military  preparations  au 
thorized  for  the  present  year 

In  favor  of  Naval  Kstablishment    - 


9,276,000 
$24,400,000 


-    $30,000,000 
$5,600,000 


$560,000 

11,300,000 

10,5004^)0 
8,000,000 
1,500,000 
1,000,000 


£xtraordinariea    - 


Total  expanse  of  tin  Navy  tnm  its  in* 
itttotion  •        -    .   - 


27,760,000 
2,240,000 

$30,000,000 


Id  isTor  of  the  Navy    - 


-    .37,175,000 
$2,825^000 


Id  the  estimate  of  the  expenses  authorized  by 
CoD^ress  for  the  present  year,  I  have  included 
the  land  bounties,  as  a  fair  item,  for  the  reasons 
already  urged ;  and  I  have  added  for  extraordina- 
riesonly  tl^,240,000,  which  is  much  below  what 
will  certainly  be  incurred,  should  the  troops  be 
tailed  into  service ;  and  here,  aj^afn,  I  appeal  to 
my  honorable  colleague  (Mr.  Williams)  to  eor- 
reet  me,  if  I  am  wrong; 


Besides,  let  it  always  be  remembered  that  half 
this  force  is  deemed,  by  those  most  competent  to 
decide  the  question,  sufficient  to  command  our 
ports  and  harbors. 

The  superior  cheapness  of  naval  defence  seems 
to  me  to  be  satisfactorily  established,  and  I  am 
next  to  prove  that  the  force  proposed — I  mean 
twelve  seventy-fours  and  twenty  frigates— are 
sufficient  to  protect  us  in  our  own  seas,  and  de- 
fend our  ports  and  harbors  against  the  naval  pow- 
er of  Qreat  Britain.  The  first  evidence  that  is 
offered  in  support  of  this  proposition,  is  the  opin* 
ion  of  naval  men ;  and  if  the  representations  of 
any  man  may  be  relied  upon  with  confidence,  so 
far,  at  least,  as  that  they  are  not  founded  in  de- 
ception, I  believe  those  of  a  sailor  may  be.  By 
naval  men,  I  have  been  assured,  that  this  force  is 
adequate  to  the  object  proposed.  It  is  impossible 
for  me  to  state  with  accuracy,  or  in  a  manner 
calculated  to  give  a  due  impression  of  them,  all 
the  reasons  which  they  offer  in  support  of  tnetr 
opinion,  but  among  them  are  those  oetailed  in  the 
report  of  the  select  committee.  Indeed,  they  ad- 
vance the  opinion,  and  support  it  with  reasons,  the 
error  of  which,  if  they  be  erroneous,  lam  unable 
to  discover,  that  it  will  require  the  enemy  to  em- 
ploy a  triple  force  to  put  himself  on  a  footing  of 
equality  with  that  of  the  United  States.  Their 
reasons  are,  ai  nearly  as  I  can  state  them,  these: 
there  must  be  stationed  on  our  coast,  at  any  given 
time,  an  equal  force  ;  this  force  cannot  be  fitted 
out,  unless  with  great  disadvantage  to  the  service 
in  point  of  expense,  and  in  respect  to  the  health 
of  the  crew,  for  much  more  than  three  months' 
service.    An  equal  force  must  be  put  in  requisi- 


Let  US  now,  as  furtner  proof  of  the  sup^ior 
obeapDesaof  naval  detoiee,- compare  the  esumate  1  tion  and  kept  in  readiness  to  relieve  that  on  the 
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Station.  But,  as  all  the  equipments  of  the  enemy 
iQU9t  be  made  in  Europe^  the  force  destined  to 
relieve  the  first,  must  be  despatched  by  the  time 
the  first  may  he  supposed  to  have  arrived  on  our 
coast,  because  it  will  be  necessary,  at  a  period  as 
early  as  the  arrival  of  the  second,  for  the  first  to 
return^  but  the  first  could  not  proceed  to  Europe, 
be  equipped,  and  return  to  relieve  the  second  in 
time;  and  therefore  a  third  equivalent  force  is 
necessary,  and  thus  three  tiroes  the  force  of  the 
United  States  must  be  employed  by  the  enemy 
to  place  himself  op  a  footing  of  equality  with  it. 
History  may  be  resorted  to,  with  confidence,  to 
prove  that  neither  Great  Btitaio,  nor  any  other 
'4]ation,has  ever  been  able  to  station,  for  any  length 
of  time,  in  distant  seas,  a  force«eqiial  to  that  which, 
in  the  opinion  of  naval  men.  is  sufficient  to  ac- 
complish the  objects  proposed  by  thecommitcee*— 
the  aominion  of  the  American  seas,  and  the  de- 
fence of  our  ports  and  harbors.  There  is  one 
fact  which,  above  all  others,  shows  the  inability 
of  Great  Britain  to  keep  a  large  fleet  on.  our  coast. 
?rom  the  frozen  regions  of  the  North  to  the  Isth- 
mus of  Darien,  $he  has  not  a  port  fit  for  naval 
equipment  or  repair,  except  Halifax;  and  if,  as 
the  opponents  of  the  Navy  seem  to  think  certain, 
and  1  hone  their  opinions  may  be  realized,  we 
shall,  in  tne  event  oi  war,  deprive  her  of  that,  she 
will  be  without  the  means  of  repairing  a  disabled 
vessel  in  our  seas.  Under  such  circumstances, 
anythio||^  but  temporary  service  would  be  utterly 
impracticable. 

But,  said  Mr.  C,  on  the  subject  of  the  British 
naval  force,  there  is  great  misconception.  The 
high«fiounding  number  of  a  thousand  ships  appals 
the  mindj  and  an  examination  jof  its  actual  force, 
and  the  numeroas  requisitions  which  are  made 
upon  it,  is  usually  rejected  as  an  id)e  labor.  Let 
this  examination  be  made,  and  at  least  some  part 
of  the  terror  which  it  excites  will  vanish.  Of 
the  eight  hundred  anc  thirijr-three  ships  which 
Great  Britain  had  in  commission  in  1801,  and  she 
never  had  more,  it  is  belveved,  there  were  only 
three  hundred  and  ejshtv-three  that  exceeded  the 
size  and  capacity  of  Hie  large  prjvateers  that  will 
probably  be  fitted  out  by  the  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  the  event  ot  war.  Ofthislast  number, 
there  were  one  hundred  and  forty-two  of  sixty-four 
guns,  and  above ;  twenty-two  between  fifty  and 
sixty  guns;  one  hundred  and  fifty-six  between 
thirty-two  and  forty-four;  and  sixty-three  be- 
tween twenty  and  thirly  guns.  The  remainder 
of  the  vessels  in  commission,  consisted  of  one 
hundred  and  seventy-four  sloops,  one  hundred  and 
forty-one  gun- vessels,  and  one  hundred  and  thirty 
hired  vessels.  These  hired  vesselsare small  vessels, 
of  from  four  to  ten  guns,  which  it  is  believed^  are 
ji  only  employed  for  revenue  purposes.  This  re- 
view and  .enumeration,  I  have  no  doubt,  proves 
the  actual  force  of  the  navy  of  Great  Britain, 
however  great  it  really  is,  to  be  much  inferior  to 
the  iiQpression  almost  universally  received,  from 
the  high-eounding  boast  of  her  thousand  ships. 
Nor  has  the  actual  force  of  the  British  navy  been 
more  misconceived  than  the  application  of  it. 
The  common  impresaioA  jsj  that  the  Gtovernmenjt 


•can  direct  to  any  given  potn|  almost  an  aalimiicfl 
number  of  ships.  But  it  this  delusive  impress)^ 
be  removed,  it  will  be  found  that,  notvid&stani 
ing  tfaesreatoessof  the  force,  the  points  towhid 
it  must  be  destined  are  so  numerous  and  disp^ 
as  to  put  it  all  in  reqirisition.  This  I  will  proic 
by  reference  to  the  distribution  of  her  fleets  is 
1801.  [Here  Mr.  C«  read  a  statement  of  tbe  force 
and  distributioaof  the  British  fleet  at  that  time.] 
From  which  of  these  stations,  said  Mr.  C,  conk 
she  have  spared,  with  safety  and  prudence,  a  pGi> 
tion  of  the  force  employed  ?  Coald  she,  from  liL 
have  Ktatiooed  and  continued  in  out  seas  a  foree 
which  would  have  i)een  equal,  tinder  the  diai- 
vantages  which  have  been  pointed  out,  to  tveln 
seventy -fours  and  twenty  frigates  1  How  modi 
less  would  she  have  been  able  to  have  foroislieda 
force  which  would  be  superior  to  a  naval  armt- 
ment  whose  expense  should  equal  that  of  \'^ 
military  preparations  of  ihe  present  year?  Bai 
it  may  be  said,  that  the  ships  which  Great  firu- 
ajn  has^in  ordinary  woold  be  more  than  equal  t) 
any  increase  which  any  circumstances  would  I^ 
qnire.  >  This  might  be  true,  were  her  seamen  od* 
limited  in  numbers,  and  her  pecuniary  resoorea 
inexhaustible;  but  both  are  limited,  and  so  most 
be  her  naval  armament.  To  fit  out  vessels whicii 
she  has  in  ordinary,  would  require,  withio  afer 
thousand,  all  the  seamen  in  her  merchant  serTioe. 
and  such  an  addition  to  her  annual  expenditQit. 
the  nation   neither  would  nor  could  bear. 


as 


The  true  object  of  inquiry  to  ascertain  her  edi* 
cient  power  is,  what  number  of  vessels  is  &be 
practically  able  to  keep  in  commission,  aadiiic 
answer  may  be  received  in  a  shape  the  most  oa- 
favorable  io  my  argument,  yet  confirmatory  of  it 
in  tbe  example  of  1801,  the  year  which  1  ban 
selected  for  illustration,  when  it  is  coofideDtIf 
believed  her  equipment  was  greater,  combiolo^ 
foVce  and  numbers,  than  at  any  other  period  oi 
her  history. 

^  [Here  Mr.  C.  closed  his  obserFations,  for  tliis 
day.] 

On  the  18th,  Mr.  C.  continued. — I,  yesterdar 
contended  that  the  great  commercial  andagrieiu- 
toial  interests  of  the  qatien,  the  natural  adraa- 
tages  of  the  tsountry,  and  the  general  policf  ud 
duty  of  the  Government,  concurred  in  reqoirio| 
the  establishment  of  a  navy.    I  also  answered 
the  two  great  objections  which  are  most  reli«^ 
upon  in  opposition  to  a  Naval  Esublishme&L 
But  the  aubject  must  be  considered  in  relatioa  to 
other  times  and  to  other  Powers  with  whose  oanl 
strength  we  shall  have  to  struggle.    It  is  DDW0^ 
thy  of  a  nation  looking  to  that  greatness  wbici 
must  be  our  destiny,  to  limit  its  views  to  a  siiifi« 
nation  whose  power,  however  great,  is  pensb- 
able,  and  whom  many  gentlemen  think  to  beoov 
tottering  to  her  fall.    We  must  take  the  whole 
extent  of  Our  relations  into  view  in  coasideriof 
this  question ;  and  in  doing  so,  we  cannot  keep 
out  of  sight  the  marine  whioh  the  Emperor  of 
France  is  so  industriously  and  anxiously  V^^j 
ing  and  cherishing  in  the  ports  and  harbors « 
those  under  his  control.    What  do  theae  preptra- 
tioaa  indicate  f    A  sealed  delenninaiioo  to  be- 
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)me  a  oiaruiine  power.  And  is  it  not  worthy 
te  wisdom  and  forecast  of  this  nation,  to  look  at 
,e  possible  consequences  of  the  Union  of  such  a 
ree  with  his  irresistible  power  upon  the  land  1 
is  not  to  be  believed  that  the  power  of  his  great 
lemy  upon  the  ocean  will  induce  this  extraordi- 
iry  roan  to  reliaquish  his  determination  or  re- 
X  his  ezertioDs  to  create  a  navy*  Let  gentle- 
leo  not  misunderstand  me— I,  must  consider  the 
iler  of  France  as  an  extraordinary  roan,  whether 
e  be  viewed  as  an  instrument  of  veiifleanee  and 
f  wrath,  in  the  hands  of  an  AUwise  Frovidence, 
)  chastise  us  here  below,  or  as  displaying^  in  the 
oblest  manner,  the  greatest  energies  with  which 
anutnity  has  been  endowed.  I  mean  not  to  be 
is  panegyrist  or  his  re  viler.  For  my  own  part. 
am  disposed  to  consider  him  as  a  rod  of  chas^ 
tsement  to  the  nations  of  the  earth;  but,  view 
,un  as  we  may,  no  wise  politician  can  believe 
bat  this  extraordinary  man  is  governed  by  a 
hort-sighted  policy.  It  has  been  said  that  be  is 
a  enemy  to-  commerce,  and  wishes  to  destroy  k 
fen  in  his  own  dominions ;  but  a  more  idle  (an« 
7  never  entered  into  the  mind  oi  man.  Has  he 
tossessed  himself  of  the  valuable  porls  of  the  Bal- 
ie^  of  Holland,  and  the  Mediterranean,  byt  force 
lod  by  stcatagem,  for  the  purpose  of  destroying 
beir  principal  value?  His  immediate  object  is, 
ndeed,  to  make  war  upon  commerce,  but  it  is  the 
sommerce  of  his  enemy,  vrbich  he  jusilv  consid* 
»rs  as  the  most  vulnerable  point  of  attack— on  its 
faU,aDd  the  consequent  fall  of  British  naval  great- 
Bess,  he  means  to  establish  those  of  France.  Will 
gtntletnen,  then,  say  that  we  are  to  have  but  one 
DstioQ  in  view  in  our  naval  preparations?  A«- 
suredly,  they  cannot;  and  therefore,  in  relation 
to  FraDce  and  other  nations,  besides  Qreat  Brit- 
ain, if  any  naval  preparation  be  proper,  under  any 
circttmstaaces,  we  ought  at  least  to  commence  a 
system  which  may  enable  us- to  meet  the  exigen« 
ties  of  future  limes.  We  now  say,  we  cannot 
eaconntet  the  strength  of  the  British  lion,  becanse 
we  are  not^>repared>^-Hielay  your-  preparations, 
and  you  nKtst.nereafter,  on  the  same  principle, 
declare  you  dare  not  engage  the  ferocity  of  the 
French  tiger.  But,. as  we  look  at  the  subject, 
the  prospect  opens  wider  to  our  view.  It  is  io^ 
evitably  certain  that  the  West  India  Islands  will 
in  lime  become  independent — they  must  be  na^ 
vai,  and,  probably,  from  the  character  of  their 
population,  piratical — and  without  a  naval  force 
to  defend  our  commerce,  it  will  become  the  prey 
of  pirates  and  buccaneers.  But  look  still  fur- 
t|ter,  at  Mexico,  and,  beyond  the  Isthmus  of  Da- 
nen,  to  South  America ;  all  of  which  must  be 
suoQ  independent;  they  must,  too,  become  great, 
and  powerful,  and  wealthy,  and  will  not.  proba- 
bijr  follow  our  example  $  biit^  consulting  tneir  in- 
kiest and  their  strength,  will  establish  a  naval 
pover.  Jq  this  view,  we  ought  to  be  prepared 
for  defence ;  but,  in  another  view,  we  will  want 
^aaval  force  to  protect  that  profitable  oommetce 
wbich  must  grow  out  of  the  proximity,  and  other 
rebtiona  of  these  countries,  and  our  own,  bnt 
which  Qreat  Britain,  who  aims  at  a  monopoly  of 
this  trade,  will  notaliow  us  to  enjoy,  if  wecannot 


protect  it.    There  is  another  objection  to  a  Naval 
Establishment,  to  which  an  answer  must  be  af« 
forded.    It  is  alleged  that,  if  we  build  a  navy,  we 
cannot  man  our  ships  without  resorting  to  the 
odious  and  tyrannic  practice  of  impressment.   To 
this  objection  a  rety  satisfactory  refutation  may 
be  easily  eiven.    It  is  believed  by  many  that  the 
number  of  seamen  does  not  exceed  fifty  or  sixty 
thousand.    I  know  not  the  cause  of  this  error-r- 
perhaps  it  may  proceed  from  some  estimate  which 
embraces  only  able  seamen,aad  excludes  the  class- 
es of  half  seamen  and  boys ;  both  of  which  are 
included  in  the  crews  of  vessels  of  war  as  well  as 
merchant  vessels.    To  prove  the  number  of  our 
seamen,  I  will    refer   gentlemen  to  ^'Blodget's 
EcoDomiqa."  where  it  will  be  found  that,  in  1806, 
including  tne  classes  of. half  seamen  and  boys, 
the  number  was  1 10,000.    The  United  States  had, 
at  that  time,  1,250,000  tons  of  shipping,  and  hav- 
ing now  1,483,773  tons,  they  must  have,  if  this 
writer  be  accurate,  about  125,000  seamen.    But, 
to  prove  this  fact,  like  others  on  which  I '  rely,  so 
as  to  leave  no  doubt  upon  it,  I  will  show,  by  a 
comparison  of  our  present  tonnage  with  that  of 
Great  Britain,  in  a  given  year,  and  the  relative 
number  of  her  seameu  in  the  merchant  service 
in  the  same  year,  that  we  must,  from  the  amount 
of  OUT  tonnage,  have  nearly  the  number  which  re- 
sults from  this  writer'^  estimate.:   Great  Britain, 
in  1790,  l^ad  about  the  same  tonnage  which  we 
now  have,  viz :  1,460,823  tons,  which  were  man* 
ned  by  112,556  seamen.    It  is  not  material  to  my 
ar^umem  which  number  be  taken ;  but  if  we  re* 
collect,  the  great  portion  of  our  tonnage  which  is 
engjaged  in  Uie  coasting  trade,  the  vessels  employ- 
ed in  which  are  smaller,  and  will,  in  proportion 
to  their  tonnage,  require  more  hands  than  the 
large  vessels  employed  in  the  foreign  trade,  we 
may  be  authorized  to  take  Mr.  Blodget's  estimate. 
It  will  only  take  one-eiffhth  part  of  this  number — 
about  fifteen  thousand-— to  man  twelve  seventy- 
fours  and  twenty  frigates.    It  is  not  to  be  expect- 
ed that,  in  the  event  of  a  war  with  a  maritime 
power  of  strength,  half  our  seamen  will  continue 
to  be  employed  in  ihe.merchants' service.    Those 
discharged  will  be  happy  to  find  employment  ia 
the  Navy.    The  embargo  and  non-intercourse 
laws,  it  is  well  known,  threw  into  our  maritime 
cities  a  great  number  of  seamen,  who  would  glad- 
ly have  entered  the  Navy  coold  they  have  found 
employment  there.   But  it  is  supposed  they  would 
prefer  serving  on  board  the  privateers,  which 
wouid.issue  from  our  ports  in  such  numbers  and 
offer  such  advantages,  as  to  require  and  attract 
all  the  seamen  who  should  be  discharged  from 
the  merchants'  service.     This  is  very  improba- 
ble.   There  would  be  upwards  of  sixty  thousand 
thrown  out  of  service^  which  would  be  a  number 
sufficient  to  man  the  force  proposed,  and  probably 
five  hundred .  privateers  besides.    But  it  is  per- 
fectly in  the  power  of  the  Government  to  institute 
such  regulations  as  would  insure  a  sufficient 
number  of  seamen  for  the  national  service,  with* 
out  any  direct  restrain (  upon  their  will,  by  limit- 
ing the  number  of  privateers,  should  it  be  neces- 
sary*   Taking*  however,  the  worst  view  of  the 
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subject,  it  would  be  unnecessarf  to  resort  to  im- 
pressment. I  believe  the  nations  of  the  Conti- 
nent baye  never  resorted  to  impressment  to  man 
their  fleets;  I  do  not  speak  with  certainty  as  to 
the  fact,  but  I  believe  their  practice  was  to  cause 
their  seamen  to  be  registered,  as  our  militia 
are,  and,  when  necessary,  a  portion  of  them  was 
draughted  for  the  public  service.  It  wiH  hardly 
be  objected,  with  respect  to  seamen,  that  they 
cannot  be  sent  out  of  the  United  States.  I  pre- 
sume even  my  honorable  friends  over  the  way, 
(«he  Federal  gentlemen,)  will  waive  their  objec- 
tion on  this  point.  I  feel  confident  that  ihey  will 
relax  a  little  in  their  Constitutional  difficulties  in 
favor  of  our  Navy !  They  will,  indeed,  have  rea- 
son for  it.  The  service  is,  in  a  great  degree,  the 
peculiar  duty  of  our  seamen,  as  the  exertion  must 
always  be,  in  a  great  degree,  for  their  peculiar 
defence.  Their  home  is  on  the  ocean,  and  their 
defence  of  the  national  rights  upon  it,  may  fairly 
be  assimilated  to  the  defence  of  the  soil  on  whicn 
we  li?e,  by  those  who  dwell  upon  the  land. 

But,  while  it  is  contended  by  somethatit  will  not 
be  in  the  power  of  the  nation  to  establish  an  ef- 
fective naval  force,  there  are  others  who  are  op- 
posed to  it,  lest  we  become  too  great  a  naval 
rower.  They  fear  that  our  fleets  will  cover  the 
ocean,  and  seeking  victory  on  all  the  opposite 
shores  of  the  Atlantic,  involve  the  nation  in  op- 
pressive expenses,  and  iii  wanton  and  habitual 
wars.  Such  objects  are  certainly  not  contem- 
plated by  the  rejwn  of  the  committee  ;  nor  can 
such  events  possibly  happen,  as  long  as  we  re- 
main a  free  people.  The  committee  have  recom* . 
mended  such  a  navy  as  will  give  to  the  United 
States  an  ascendancy  in  the  American  seas,  and 
protect  their  ports  and  harbors.  The  people  will 
never  bear  the  establishment  of  a  greater  force 
than  these  objects  require.  The  reasons  which 
forbid  Qreat  Britain,  or  any  other  European  Pow- 
er, to  station  large  fleets  in  our  seas,  will  equally 
forbid  us  to  cross  the  Atlantic,  or  go  into  distant 
seas,  fbr  the  purpose  of  frequent  or  habitual 
wars. 

But  a'  taavy  is  said  to  be  anti-republican,  be- 
cause it  was  opposed  by  the  Repubiicirns  In  1798. 
I  apprehend,  however,  that  it  was  then  objected 
to,  not  because  it  was  anti-republican  in  itself, 
but  because  the  Republicans  of  that  time  believed 
it  was  to  be  employed  for  improper  objects ;  be- 
cause, while  it  was  unnecessary  at  the  time,  ilt 
was  of  such  a  nature  as  only  fitted  it  for  the  time, 
because  it  was  part  of  a  system  which  embraced 
unnecessary  armies  and  unnecessary  taxes  and 
loans,  to  continue  a  War  beyond  the  just  objects 
of  war — a  war  which,  to  use  the  language  of 
the  day,  was  to  be  waged  by  every  man,  woman, 
and  child,  in  the  nation,  to  which  we  are  op- 
posed. 

We  are  told,  also,  that  navies  have  ruined  every 
nation  that  has  employed  them;  and  England^ 
and  Hoiiand,and  Venice,  and  other  nations,  have 
been  mentioned  as  examples.  The  vast  debt  of 
Qreat  Britain  is  declared  to  be  among  the  per- 
niicious  fruits, of  her  Naval  Establishment.  This 
I  deny.    Her  debt  has.grown  tmt  of  her  profuse 


subsidies,  and  her  absurd  wars  on  the  Itsi 
Though  the  ruin,  which  is  supposed  to  tbreaue 
England,  is  attributed  to  her  navy,  it  is  obTice. 
that  her  navy  alone  hae  saved,  and  still  sares.  titr 
from  ruin.  Without  it  she  must,  long  siacf. 
have  yielded  to  the  power  Of  France  her  iodepcctf- 
ence  and  her  liberties.  We  are  told  ifaattte 
same  wealth  which  she  has  expended  ia  suppon- 
ing  her  navies  would  have  been  employed  iqqr 
profitably  for  the  nation  ia  the  improvemeotsf 
its  agTHiuhure.  and  manufaetares,  and  io  tiics- 
tablishment  of  canals  and  roads,  and  other  iateh 
nal  improvenaents.  But  experience  is  better  tiua 
theory.  Let  us  compare  Bogiand'wiih  niticts 
which  have  no  navies,  or  comparatively  mst 
siderable  navies.  The  natioiis  of  the  CootiDee: 
of  Europe  are  without  such  overgrown  and  mar 
pus  Naval  Establishments,  hut  do  you  there  fii^ 
the-  highest  improvements  in  agncuUnre,  tbeaofi 
flourishing  ffianu^otures,  or  the  best  roads  isi 
canals?  No,  it  is  fn  this  nation,  that  has  bm 
ruined  by  her  navy,  that  you^  find  all  these  ua- 
provements  most  perfect  and  most  exteaded.  I 
mean  Qot  either  to  be  the  panegyrist  of  Boghi^; 
but  these  truths  may  be  declared  for  our  isstrK- 
tion,  without  suppressing  the  feelings  excited  ^ 
the  wrongs  site  has  done  us.  Eag^nd  hiisoot 
then,  I  conclude,  been  dotroyad  or  impoverisbtd 
but  preserved  and  enriched,  by  her  nary.  We 
Holland  ruined  by  her  navy?  No;  sorrooodd 
by  the  great  Powers  of  the  Cotttioent,  withapcf* 
olatlon  not  exceeding  2.000,000  of  soub,  she  pn* 
tected  and  secured  b^r  iodependeaee  for  ism 
than  a  century,  against  her  powerfal  ocigbboc; 
bv  means. of  her  conlmercial  riches,  which  mn 
eherished  and  defended  by  her  naval  power,  d^ 
¥«nice  owe  her  decline,  or  fall,  to  her  otnl 
White  the  neighboring  Italian  States  were  ssb- 
dued,  year  after  year,  changing  their  mastersasi 
their  tyrants,  she  long  continued  to  ride  trioo- 
phantly  amidst  the  storm,  independent,  and,  iai 
great  degree,  free.  It  was  her  naval  and  com* 
mercial  power^which-made  her  rich  aad  gretf. 
and  secured  her  existence  as  a  Sute  so  ioof* 
Look  even  at  the  Itttle  Republic  of  Oeoo8,wba< 
inhabitants,  but  for  ifo  corttmerce  aad  its  narf 
would  scarcely  ever  have  possessed  "a  locii  btb- 
itation,>^or  ^^a  name !"  But  I  most  iMTeexbaost- 
ed  the  patience  of  the  House,  I  will  tbertfore 
conclude  the  observations  which  I  propose  <^ 
make  on  the  general  merits  of  the  qaestioa. 

I  must,  however,  yet  be  pardoned  for  taikof 
a  few  remarks  on  the  particular  prorisionsoft^ 
bill.  The  committee  considered  it  their daif  net 
to  limit  the  objects  of  the  report  to  such  pref«' 
rations  as  it  might  be  proper  or  expedient  tooake 
to  meet  the  present  national  exigeocf,  bot  tiso 
to  bring^ distinctly  and  explicitly  before  the  Ho«se 
the  more  important  question,  whether  the  ^vf\ 
of  the  United  States  should  be  cherished  and  $di>- 
ported  with  a  fostering  haiid,  or  be  at  onceabtB* 
doned  ?  Both  these  objects  are  embraced  bf  w 
bill.  The  first  section  provides  for  tbe  wpair  of 
the  frigates,  which  are  now  in  ordlBnTT.  Tb« 
question  presented  by  this  seettoo  the  Hoose  baff 
already  decided  by  the  adoptioa  of  one  of  d^«  '*^ 
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of  on'ons  of  the  Gommictee  of  Foreiga  Relations, 
which  embraced  the  subject.  The  second  sec- 
tion prorides  for  the  baildiDgf  of  a  limited  num- 
ber  of  frigates,  averaging  thirty-eight  guns.  It 
is  inf  intention,  according  to  the  report  of  the 
committee,  to  move,  when  the  section  shall  oecor, 
to  fill  the  blank  with  the  number  ten — the  appro^ 
priation  proposed  is  one  million  of  dotlaes.  The 
sum  necessary  to  complete  these  frigates  woold 
be,  including  the  sum  proposed  to  be  appropri- 
ated, $1,700^000;  'bat  the  present  appropriiltionis 
limited  to  one  million,  because  it  will  probably 
be  sufficient  to  meet  the  expenditures  of  the  pres* 
ent  year.  The  United  Stales  have  not,  unfortu-^ 
nately,  from  the  little,  attentton  heretofore  paid  to 
this  subject,  the  materials,  particularly  properly 
seasoned  timber,  necessary  to  build-  these  vessels 
immediately.  Nor  is  the  article  of  timber  of  the 
best  quality  speedily  to-  be  procured ;  and  it  is 
therefore  intended,  unless  the  exigencies  of  the 
country  for  naval  -defence  shall  render  it  knpMeri- 
ODsly  necessary  to  proceed  with-more  expedition, 
ooly  to  put  it  in  the  power  of  Qovernment  to  pro- 
ride  the  materials,  and  make  such  progress  ^as 
may  be  coniistent  with  the  durability  and  sub^ 
suntial  value  of  the  vessels,  for  which  an  appro- 
priation of  one  million  of  doltan  is  deemed  suffi* 
cieni.  The  committee  would  have  recommended 
seventy-foura  in  preference;  but,  aa  tiM  United 
States  possessed  the  materials  only  for  four  ves- 
sels of  this  description,  and  as  ten  or  tvrelve  would 
be  necessary  to  meet  the  objects  for  which  they 
are  soppotsed  to  be  principally  qualified,  it  was 
thought  best,  by  a  majority  of  the  commiuee,  to 
rely  at  present  on  the  services  of  cmalier  veeseis,- 
ss  they  will  probably  form  a\  more  active  and 
more  efficient  cruuing  force. 

The  next  section  proposes  the  « Faction  of  m 
dock  for  the  repair  of  th^  vessels  of  the  Navy. 
U  will  be  useful  and  economical,  though  we  should 
not  increase  the  size  or  the  number  of  our  ships, 
but  jt  is  considered  indispensable,  if  vre  shall 
sdd  large  ships  to  ovr  naval  forces  The  appro-" 
priation  required  for  this  object  is  only  one  Iioq* 
dred  thousand  dollars. 

The  next  section  proposes.an  appropriation  for 
the  purpose  of  procuriug  ship  timber.  It  is  in- 
tended to  fill  the  blank  with  the  sum  of  two  htin* 
dred  thousand  dollcra  per  annum,  for  three  years, 
and  it  is  hoped  uad  believed  this  appropriattoa 
will  be  sufficient  t(^  provide  the  timber  which 
may  be  necessary  for  the  construction  of  any 


tron,  no  further  appropilation  will  be  required  for 
the  service  of  the  year,  in  consequence  of  the 
frigates  now  in  ordinarjf  being  put  in  service ;  as 
the  frigates,  when  repaired,  wilt  more  than  sop- 
ply  the  place  of  the  gunboats,  while  their  expense 
will  not  be  so  great ;  the  appropriation,  therefore, 
for  the  gonboats  may  be  applied  to  them  or  tho 
frigates  in  the  alternative.  The  appropriation 
for  the  repair  of  the  frigates  in  ordinary  must  fol-* 
loW)  of  course,  the  vote  of  the  House  on  thcTeso- 
lution,  which  I  have  before  me&tkmed ;  therefore, 
the  additional  appropriations  contained  by  the 
bill,  amount  only  to  $1,300,000,  which  must  be 
considered  as  very  smail,  when  we  contemplate 
the  Targe  expenditures  authorized  for  other  pur- 
poses, and  the  greatness  and  vital  importance  of 
the  objects  to  which  these  appropriations  relate. 

NOTE. 

StaitmmU  re/erred  to  in  the  argument — Compara" 
iive  €xpen9t  of  the  Army  and  Navy* 


Year. 


Prom  Mar.  4, 
1781,  to  Dec. 
31, 1791 

1792 

1793 

1794 

1795     .     - 

1796 

1797 

1798 

1799 

1800 

1801 

1809 

1803 

1804 

1805 

1806 

1807 

1808 

1809 

1810 

1811 


MiUtaiy  Estab'nt. 


$632,804  OS 
1,103,048  47 
1,132,443  91 
2,589,097  59 
2,422,885  81 
1,246,327  82 
1)002,299  04 
1,939,692  39 
2,405,669  17 
2,517,409  99 
1,600,000  08 
1,179,148  20 
822,065  85 
876,928  93 
712,781  28 
1,224,865  38 
1,288,685  91 
2,900^84  40 
3,345,772  17 
3«700,000  00 
2,900,000  00 


Naval  Estab'nt. 


$61,408  97 

410,562  03 

274,784  04 

382,631  89 

1,381,347  76 

3,858,081  84 

3/148,716  03 

2,111,424  00 

915,821  8T 

1,246,317  8» 

1,273,860  20 

1,597,600  00 

1,649,641  44 

1.772,064  47 

1^884,067  80 

2^27,758  80 

1^60,000  00 

4.870,000  00 


$37»641,660  00 


$27,176,979  00 


BritM  Nmy,  itt  the  peace  of  Amiens^  in  1801. 

In  commission  -        •        •    «    -        •        -        -    838 

navy  which  the  United  States  ought  at  present    R^j^^9  «Wps       ....       -       -     24 
lA /n«»-mnl«f  Serviceable,  and  Tcpainng  fof  servicc         -        -       11 


Total - 


-    946 


VSttd^  by  «iother  section  of  tho  bill,  to  ^^^^7  ^' ^^'^  ^!^  \  \  \  \  2> 
separate  the  gunboats  from  tiie  Naval  Sstablish^ 
Bleat ;  they  iippear  to  have  no  proper  connexion 
with  it,  and  swell  rery  much  the  oxpenditure  of 
the  Naval  Department.  It  is  a  fact  that  the  esti- 
mates for  the  present  year  for  the  annual  expense 
of  sixty-two  gunboats,  are  $750,000,  nearly  one- 
third  of  the  whole  estimateaofthe  department 
for  the  year.  An  expense  altogether  dispfopor- 
tioned  to  their  stiAity,  and  which  depresses  the 
geaeral  eharaeief  of  Um  establish meot.  lo  eo^* 
w|«eace  of '  the  provisioa  ooattuoad  la  thia  aec^ 


Comparieon  of  American  and  British  tonnage  and 
Bcameny  in  sundry  years. 

A)cxaicA9. 

In  1806, 1,250,000  tons ;  110,000  seamen  and  boys» 
In  161 U  1,424,788  tons;  126,000  seaman  and  boys. 
•In  1810y  were  butk  1X1,676  tana  of  nvw  rii^iag. 
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Bbitish. 

In  1790, 1,460,838  Umf ;  112,556  Munen  and  bojs 
In  1791, 1,511,411  tons;  117,044  Munen  an^  boys 
In  1792,  1,540,145  tons;  118,286  seamen  and  boys* 
In  1800,  1,905,438  tons;  143,661  seamen  and  boys. 

Yttuk  annually  buiU. 

In  1798,  tons -    89,319 

In  1799,  tons 99fi4A 

In  1800,  tons 126,268 


SatdrdaT)  January  18. 

Mr.  Jennings  presented  a  pethioD  frotn  the  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  eDgaged  in  the  late  expedition 
on  the  Wabash,  praying  for  remaneration. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Ninian  Pinkney,  which  was  twice  read  and 
committed. 

Mr.  CoNDiT  called  up  for  consideration,  a  reso- 
lution which  he  had  laid  opon  the  table  some 
days  ago,  requesting  from  tbe  President  of  the 
United  States  information  respecting  seamen  im- 

Sessed  into  the  service  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  the 
oQse  havinff  agreed  to  consider  it,  Mr.  C.  pro- 
posed a  modincatiOD  of  the  resolution,  by  insert- 
ing the  words,  '*and  which  information  has  not 
been  heretofore  communicated."  He  proposed 
also  an  additional  resection  for  the  appointment 
of  a  committee,  to  arrange  all  the  information  on 
this  subject,  of  which  Congress  was,  or  mij^ht  be 
in  possession,  into  one  view,  for  the  use  of  such 
of  the  new  members  as  might  not  hare  had  an 
opportunity  of  being  acquainted  with  these  par- 
ticulars. 

The  adoption  of  these  resolutions  was  ob- 
jected to,  as  unnecessary.  It  was  stated  that  cart- 
loads of  documents  had  been  already  had  on  this 
subject ;  that  by  continual  calls  unon  the  Execu- 
tive, that  denartment  was  kept  folly  employed  .in 
answering  tnese  demands,  when,  perhaps,  more 
important  business  required  their  attention;  that 
no  member  could  want  information  on  this  sub- 
ject, after  the  volumes  which  had  been  published 
upon  it ;  .but  if  there  were  any  such,  thev  bad 
only  to  apply  to  the  Clerk's  office,  or  the  Liorary, 
to  be  fully  satisfied. 

The  first  resolution  was  rejected — the  last  was 
agreed  to  by  a  small  majority,  and  a  committee 
of  five  members  appointed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lewis,  the  bill  for  amending 
the  charter  of  the  City  of  Washington,  was  re- 
committed to  the  select  committee  who  reported 
it.  for  amendment. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House,  a  commu- 
nication from  the  Postmaster  General,  containing 
a  report  on  the  subject  of  finishing  the  public 
buildioGT)  commonly  called  Blodget's  Hotel,  which 
was  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

NAVAL  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  Navy  bill ;  when  Mr. 
Cbbves  finished  his  speech  in  favor  of  the  bill,  as 
given  in  fall  in  preceding  |>ages. 

Mr.  Sbteert. — I  rise  under  a  pressure  of  more 
than  ordinary  embarra8si]ient-»-prudenc6  on  one 


hand  bids  me  shrink  from  the  task  which  I  in 
about  to  undertake;  whilst  on  the  other  haod,t 
conseioQs  doty  impels  me  to  engage  in  the  con- 
sideration  of  the  question  now  before  the  hoaov 
able  Conunittee.  My  friend  from  South  Ca^ 
olina  (Mr.  Cbeves)  saya  this  question  i%  sU  ia- 
portant  to  this  nation ;  in  this  I  perfeetiy  oomci^ 
with  him,  and  therefore  cannot  rest  satisfied  wok 
a  meee  vote  on  this  occasion*  Sir,  it  is  not  ar 
intention  to  follow  the  geoileman  from  Soatl 
Carolina  throvgh  all  the  windings  of  the  labyrinsk 
into  which  he  has  ventored  to  penetrate.  I  vill 
not  pretend  to  chase  reason  oil  the  wing.  Tbii 
subjept  is  one  which  m^j  be  demonstrated  hj  fig- 
ures and  calcolatioufr— its  ioveaiigatioo  shail  be 
attempted  in  this  way. 

The  gentleman  .from  Sooth  Carolina  and  mf- 
self  do  not  diflfer  as  regards  the  intimate  conDextM 
of  the  agricnhnral  aim  commerciftl  interests.   Ob 
this  part  of  the  subject,  he  has  left  nothing  farther 
to  be  aaid.    But,  sir,  he  mistakes  when  be  k- 
nanrked,  that  it  was  the  common  sentiment,  tbtt 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States  ought  not  v> 
be  protected — at  any  rate,  for  one,  I  will  not  te 
oonsidered  subject  to  this  necmation,  thoogb  I 
shall  maintain,  that  we  cannot  protect  the  coo- 
merce  of  this  ^conntr^  on  the  ocean.    The  faea 
in  support  of  this  opinion  will  be  stated  preseatif. 
In  common  with  my  friend,  I  will  lay  before  this 
Commilfee  ^a  drv  detail  or  facts."    I  hope  gat- 
tlemen  will  indulge  me  with  a  portion  of  their 
time^  though  there  may  not  be  much  pleasare  a 
hearing  .such  details.    I  will  not  partionlaily  fol- 
low the  gentleman  in  his  comparison  of  the  Aimf 
andNavai  Kaiablishments  or  the  United  Suies. 
He  has  atated  tons  that  the  Army  has  cost  tJis 
nation  much  more  than  the  Navy  i  he  coociodo 
we  ought  to  he  equaUy  liberal  in  oar  appropni- 
tioDs  lor  both  these  purposes.    Sir,  I  pereeireDO 
reason  in  this  assertion.    Some  gentlemen  oa  liie 
other  side  of  the  House  may  say,  that  we  hire 
been  lavish  in  our  appropriations  for  an  srmfi' 
even  admitting  that  in  this  respect  we  hare  been 
liberal  to  extravagance,  it  sttrely  cannot  be  infer- 
red that  we  should  make  ourselves  doubly  guilif 
of  this  charge.   I  will  agree  to  make  approprit- 
tions  for  the  establishing  a  navy  for  the  Uiiied 
States.    The  gentleman  from  South  Carolint  has 
told  us^  that  when  the  war  which  weareaboaito 
wage,  shall  be  over,  our  Army  will  leave  ol 
Sir,  I  am  happy  to  hear  that  oa  such  aa  ereot  the 
military  will  bereadtly  disbanded— a  dread  of  (he 
contrary  gave  much  uneasiness  to  many  a  fev 
days  since — this  is  just  what  we  wish  ahoold  nhr 
place.    On  the  other  hand,  aaid  he,  ^  your  ptoai 
Navy,"  will  remain.    It  ia  for  this,  with  ottBf 
other  reasons,  why  I  am  oopesed  to  a  oarf.  i 
wish  he  could  have  proved  to  us,  that  with  tbe 
end  of  the  war  the  Navy  would  also  leare  os; 
perhaps  I  shonld  then  agvee  with  him  in  fsror  of 
Its  establishment :  though  the ''proud  Nary^' vili 
remain  with  us,  he  haa  neglected  lo  cell  osat  whtt 
rate  of  eocpeoae. 

Sir,  the  gentleman  from  SoUth  Caroliaa  stfs. 
many  oppose  a  navy,  because  ihey  deem  itu 
aati-iepnblican  instittition.    On  this  head,  i  shiii 
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remark  bat  liltle :  I  will  oolf  ask  if  it  is  to  remain 
with  as  io  times  of  peace  with  its  numeroas  train 
oi  officers,  may  it  not  become  a  powerful  engine 
in  the  bands  of  an  ambitioas  Execatire? 

Sir,  it  was  thought  proper  to  make  the  for^go- 
iog  remarks  as  preliminary  to  the  subject.  The 
questioo  of  a  Naval  Establishment  for  the  United 
States  more  especially  concerns  those  who  inhabit 
commercial  di5tricts.  As  one  of  these  f  am  much 
interested.  Many  persons  maintain,  that  a  naval 
system  of  defence  is  indispensably  necessary  to  a 
oatiooj  whose  seaboard  eltends  more  than  1,500 
miles,  with  a  shipping  interest  amountiog  to  1,300,- 
OOO  tons— io  this  respect,  ranking  the  siecond  of 
modern  nations,  t'he  argument  is  as  specioas  as  it 
is  plausible ;  it  is  liable  to  many,  and  in  my  opin- 
ion, to  insuperable  objections^  The  proposition 
before  us  will  be  considered  as  leading  to  a  per- 
mantrU  Naval  Establishment.  This  course  is  war- 
ranted by  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
as  well  as  by  the  mode  which  was  pursued  by  my 
friend  from  South  Carolina.  I  shall  not'  hesi- 
tate to  declare  my  decided  opposition  to  such  an  es- 
tablishment, and  will  proceed  to  state  the  objec- 
tions whereon  my  opinion  is  grounded.  Sir,  I 
deem  it  inexpedient  to  commence  a  permanent 
Naval  Establishment  at  th^i's  time.  /We  are  quite 
unprepared  for  it — we  are  in  want  of  all  the 
necessary  materials;  though  we  have  been  told 
that  our  forests  abound  in  all  t^e  necessary  tim- 
ber, it  was  said  little  of  this  material  was  to  be 
found  in  our  dockyard^.  The  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  has  told  us,  that  a  sufficiency  of 
seasoned  timber,  to  build  four  seventy-fours,  was 
DOW  on  hand,  and  that  the  proper  Authority  deem- 
ed it  advisable  to  be  used  for  frigates.  Sir.  this 
timber  is  a  poirtion  of  that^which  was  purciiased 
some  years  since,  for  the  purpose  of  building  six 
seyenty-fours.  It  now  appears,  that  of  this  tim- 
ber as  much  as  was  sufficient  for  two  of  these 
vessels,  has  been -employed  to  build  smaller  ves- 
sels or  gooboats,  I  presume.  This  is  all  a  niece 
with  our  pretended  economy.  This  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding will  dot  answer,  sir.  We  are  in  the  wrodg 
from  the  commencement  of  our  Navy.  I  do  not 
wish  it  to  be  understood  ^that  I  have  decided  a 
nary  will  never  be  a  proper  mode  of  defence  for 
this  nation — but  whenever  it  shall  be  determined 
on,  we  should  begin  right;  this  can  only  be  done 
by  following  those  nations  who  have  had  most 
experience  on  the  subject.  Our  first  step  should 
be  to  store  away  the  proper  timber.  This  should 
be  done  in  times  when  we  can  best  afibrd  it — in 
times  when^  our  market  is  glntted — in  tiraea  when 
labor  can  be  commanded  at  fair  prices-^at  a  pe- 
riod when  we  enjoy  peace,  and  surely  not  when 
we  are  about  to  engage  in  a  waf.  We  have  here- 
tofore paid  the  highest  price  for  every  article ;  we 
bare  given  doable  wages  for  labor ;  and  instances 
might  be  mentioned,  when  the  workmen  were 
transported  in  stage  coaches,  at  an  enormous  ex- 
pense, from  our  large  seaport  towns  to  the  navy 
fard  of  this  city.  Oontracto  for  timber  were  made 
m  haste  and  at  a  very  advanced  pirice.  As  soon 
as  it  was  obtained,  it  was  put  together,  and  in  a 
few  moachs  we  saw  it  fioating  iu  the  form  of  a 


ship  of  WBt-^raiten  ship,  I  may  say,  sir,  for  1  be- 
lieve without  exception  in  th^  frigates,  which 
were  built  by  the  United'Btates,  the  more  impor- 
tant parts  decayed  and  were  rotten  in  two,  three, 
or  four  years; 

In  many  instances  the  expense  for  repairs  was 
equal  to  the  original  cosr.  A  single  frigate,  the 
Constitution,  has  cost  for  Repairs,  from*  Otstober, 
1802..  to  March,  1809,  the  enormous  sum  of 
$302J582  21,  cTr  upwards  of  $43,000  per  annum 
for  seven  years  in  succession.  Sir,  we  are  not 
without  some  '^^ consolation"  on  this  item.  The 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  his  letter  of  December 
1, 1809,  has  drawn  our  attention  to  the  subject. 
I  beg  leave  to  be  permitted  to  read  his  remarks  to^ 
the  Committee:  '^The  sum  transferred  in  aid  of 
'  the  appropriation  for  repairs  of  vessels  may  ap- 

<  pear  large;  but,  pursuing  the  spirit  of  the  act  of 
'  31st  January,  1809,  it  was  determined  th^t  the 

*  repairs  made  should  be  thorough  and  complete^ 
'  In  doing  this,  the  disbursements  have  certainly 
^  been  heavy.  The  price  of  naval  stores,  greatly 
'  and  suddenly  enhanced,  has  greatly  contributed 
'  to  swell  them  to  their  present  amount.   OtTe  very 

*  consoling  circuorstance  for  these  heavy  disburse- 
^ments  arises  out  of  the  fact,  that  all  the  vessds 

*  repaired,  especially  the  frigates,  have  been  so 

*  much  improved  in  their  armament,  their  oth6r 
^  fitments,  and  their  sailing,  that  the  mostexperi- 

<  enced  practical  ipen  pronounce  them  to  be,  at 
'  this  time,  greatly  superior  In  all  respects  tp  what 

*  they  were  when  first  fitted  out  from  the  stocks." 
I  confess,  sir,  I  am  dissatisfied  with  this  mode  of 
improving;  our  ships.  It  appears  to  me,  it  would 
be  much  better  to  follow  the  mode  which  is  pur- 
sued in  Edrbpe.  They  begin  by  stocking  their 
navy  yards  with  the  necessary  raw  materials. 
Instead  of  a  few  months,  several  years  are  allowed 
to  elapse  before  they  finish  a  ship-of  the-line.  It 
is  said  they  expose  their  frames  for  several  years, 
under  cover,  before  they  are  planked.  Wnen  I 
passed  through  Chatham,  I  saw  the  famous  ViUe 
de  Paris,  a  ficst-rate,  on  the  stocks.  This  ship 
drew  my  attention.  On  inquiry,  I  was  informed 
she  was  then  upwards  of  te^  years  in  her  cradle, 
from  the  Uyiog  of  her  keel.  Sir,  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
before  we  ^houkl  be  able  to  build  ^hips  of  war  in 
a  proper  manner,  that  the  contest  we  are  about 
to  engage  in  wilt  have  ceased.  If  the  ships  can- 
not be  had  ready  for  service,  why  commence 
building  them  under  the  present  unpromising 
aspect  f 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  great  object  of  a  Naval  Es- 
tablishment is  declared  to  be  the  protection  of 
our  commerce  against  captures  on  the  ocean. 
We  will  first  turn  our  attention  to  that  species  of 
commerce  which  is  generally  termed  the  car* 
tying  trade ;  by  this  we  understand  the  exporta- 
tion of  such  articles  as  are  not  the. productions  of 
the  United  States*  During  the  war  between 
France  and  England,  we  were  permitted  to  carry 
the  productions  of  the  West  India  islands,  be- 
\0Qff\ng  to  France^  to  the  European  markets. 
This  privilege  was  granted  to  us  on  the  part  of 
France,  solely  because  she  could  not  protect  and 

secure  the^  productions  in  tramitu  to  her  ports 
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io  Europe*  At  this  time  these  ielands  are  ia 
the  possession  of  Great  Britaio.  and  she  denies  to 
us  the  priviLeges  which  we  ibraierlv  enjoyed. 
This  right  on  her  part  is  founded  on  the  usage  of 
nations.  The  captured  islands  will  only  be  again 
ceded  to  France,  when  peaceT  shall  take;  place; 
and  then  France  will  act  as  Great  Britain  now 
does.  The  experience  at  the  termination  of  our 
Revolutionary  war  proves  this  beyond  all  doubt. 
We  shall  then  on^  be  allowed  to  carry  lum  and 
molasses  from  these  islands,  and  these  are  articles 
which  are  not  objects  of  re-exportation*  So  that, 
DOW.  and  hereafter,  we  cannot  expect  to  derive 
advantages  from  the  carrying  trade.  Why  then 
build  a  navy  to  protect  this  commerce  ?  If  we 
adopt  the  advice  of  my  friend  from  South  Caro- 
lina, we  shall  saddle  the  nation  with  a  permanent 
expense  for  a  navy,  after  an  important  branch  of 
commerce  has  left  us  forever.  I  will  even  admit, 
sir,  that  we  shall  enjoy  this  trade— ^is  it  reasona- 
ble to  suppose  that  we. can  protect  it  by  a  navy, 
when  the  navies  of  France.  Spain,  jand  HoHaod 
combined  could  not  insure  its  passage  to  Europe? 
Let  us  view  this  subject  in  a  more  extended 
sense— I  mean  as  regards  our  commerce  general- 
ly— we  shall  siiU  have  cause  to  entertain  the 
opinion  which  we  first  adopted.     We  cannot 

Erotect  our  commerce  on  the  ocean.  Our  ships 
avc  vexed  ev^ry  sea— we  trade  to  all  parts  of 
the  world ;  of  course,  to.  protect  our  commerce, 
our  ships  of  war  must  abandon  our  coasts  aad 
encounter  all  the  force  of  the  enemy  or  those  of 
Europe.  The  ports  we  have  in  view  are  European. 
If  your  frigates,  for  convenience  and  safety,  are 
to  cruise  only  on  your  coasts,  what  will  be  the 
fate  of  the  millions  which  are  embarked  beyond 
the  Cape  of  Grood  Hope?  By  this  management 
surely  you  cannot  afford  it  protection.  France, 
Spain,  and  Holland,  when  combined  and  backed 
by  an  armed  neutrality  in  the  iior^h  of  Europe, 
could  not  secure  their  commerce.  The  fleets  of 
Great  Britain  now  sail  triumphant  over  every 
wave  of  the  deep.  The  Russians  have  a  navy 
&r  superior  to  that  which  it  is  proposed  we  shall 
establislK  aud  they  cannot  protect  (heir  trade  in 
the  conuned  limits  of  the  Baltic.  They  count 
fiftv  or  sixty  sail  of-the>line,  besides  many  frigates 
and  smaller  vessels. 

Sir,  the  expenses  which  are  incurred  by  a  Na- 
vaJi  Establishment,  far  i^xoeeds  the  profits  which 
arise  from  the  commerce  which  it  is  intended  to 
protect.  This  proposition  is  warranted  by  the 
experience  of  Great  Britain,  the  most  commercial , 
nation  of  modern  times.  In  the  year  1798,  the 
total  imports  and  exports  of  GreatBritainamount- 
ed  to  £94,952,000.  For  the  same  year  the  expen- 
ditures for  her  navy  amounted  to  £13,654,013,  or 
about  one-seventh  of  the  total  imports  and  exports, 
or  fourteen  per  cent,  on  the  total  capital  employed 
in  commerce.  What  regular  trade  can  yield 
such  profits  on  the  outward  and  intvard  cargoes? 
To  me  this  is  a  secret.  In  the  year  1799,  Mr. 
Pitt  computed  the  profits  on  the  commerce  of 
Great  Britain  at  £12,000,000,  or  one  and  a  half 
millions  less  than  the  expense  for  her  navy  the 
preceding  year  I 


Sir,ifa«  expenses  which  are  oecesarlly  cqd- 
aected  with  a  Naval  Esiablisbmeat,  coastituie  t 
very  serioQs  objection  to  it.    At  this  liioe,  tbt 
annual  expenditures  for  the  British  oavyamoaot 
to  nearly  £17,000,000,  or  $80,000,000.    Erery 
succeeding  year  brings  with  it  an  increase  of  ex* 
penditures.    This  jia^  been  the  result  year  afur 
year  since  the  commenc^nent  of  the  institmioB. 
Our  prospects  will  be  the  more  evident,  whea  we 
take  a  view  of  the  expenses  which  have  been  al- 
ready incurred  for  the  infantile  establisboaeAtaf 
ouf  country ;  we  shall  be  led  to  the  samecoDcla- 
sions.    The  American  Navy  was  commenced  it 
the  y«ar  1794,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  1811, 
the  expenditures  amounted  to  927,456,979— a  sua 
much  greater  than  the  one- half  of  the  public  debt 
on  the  1st  of  January^  1312.    This  would  ban 
been  much  better  applied,  had  it  been  placed  wit^ 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund.    I  will 
ask  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  what 
has  the  nation  benefited  for  ;his  enormous  expes- 
diiure  ?    Whatwould  have  been  the  amount  ei- 
pended,  had  this  engine  been  Herculean,  witk 
Admirals  of  the  Red  White  and  Blue  squadron 
with  numerous  dock  and  navy  yards,  placemea,< 
dec.  ?    For  we  shall  gradually  ad  vance  to  ail  thii, ! 
if  we  do  nojt  stop  short  at  this  time.    For  tu 
benefits  of  aach  appendagea,  I  will  refer  yon  tot ; 
statement  made  to  this  House,  the  last  sessioa.  • 
concerning  the  navy  yards  belonging  to  the  Uqj- 
ted  States  ;  especially  to  the  details  of  tbe  expea- 
ditures  of  that  connected  with  this  city.    Tbe 
doeument  I  refer  to,  wa*  laid  before  this  Hcoae 
on  the  2dth  February,  1811.  •  It  will  infotm  yoo, 
sir,  that  the  value  ot  the  work  done  from  the  U 
of  January  to  the  31st  of  December,  ISIQ,  was 
$73,947  52.    The  commandant  confesses,  in  bis 
returns  made  to  the  Secretary,  that  this  work,  is 
many  instances,  is  rated  twenty  per  cent,  above 
the  prices  paid  in  othei^  places.    The  salaries  is 
this  same  yard,  for  ti>e  same  year,  (1810,)  amottot- 
ed  to  $95,637  6ii.    So  that  the  pay  for  the  sala- 
ries and  the  wages  at  this  navy  yard,  exceeded 
the  value  of  t^e  articles  maimfactured,  ereo  when 
rated  far  itbove  the  fair  priceS)  in  amount  $21,790 
13^  1    This  eatabliahment  is  under  the  immediate 
eye  of  the  Government ;  we  might  suppose  uvery 
attention  was  paid  to  economy ;  if  so^  who  will 
desire  further  proofa  of  the  advantages  of  a  oavy! 

Sir,  if  we  follow  the  British  in  the  priociple, 
we  must  look  for  the  same  results.  The  expenses 
of  a  navy  are  .not  only  enormous,  but,  sir,  they  ia- 
crease  in  a  ratio  far  beyond  the  increase  of  force. 
From  the  year  1701  to  1801,  tiie  vesseb  in  the 
British  navy  increased  fourfold  in  number,  at  the 
same  time  the  expenses  increased  in  a  twelvefold 
ratio— they  are  270  greater  now  than  they  were 
in  the  titue  of  James  1.  In  1701,  the  British  navy 
consisted  of  256  vessels ;  its  annual  expendiittK 
amounted  to  ^1,046,397,  or  $4,650,653.  h  ^^ 
year  1798,  tbe  vessels  increased  to  946;  and  the 
annualezpenditure  to  £13,654,013,or  160,684,502! 

Sir,  we  will  now  compare  the  force  with  the 
rate  of  expense.  This  will  be  done  by  dividing 
the  sum  of  tbe  annual  expenditures  by  the  nufflber 
of  guns  employed.    The  House  wtU  indulge  me 
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irbilst  I  read  the  statemenu  contained  in  an  offi- 
cial document.    On  the  4th  of  December,  1809, 
ve  bad  in  commission  the  following  force :    . 
3  Tessels  carrying  44  gun»  each, 


1  vessel 

do. 

32 

do. 

1    do. 

do.  . 

20 

do. 

2  vessels 

do. 

18  . 

do. 

2    da 

do.- 

16 

do. 

^    do.  ^    ^ 

do. 

14 

do. 

2    do. 

do. 

12 

do. 

1  vessel 

do. 

19 

do. 

2  bombs  and  22  gunboats, 
Dakin^  vessels  in  commission  38,  bat  4  of  wbioh 
vere  frigates,  the  remaining  34  were  small  vessels, 
iDdoftoese  22  were  cunboats;  they  mounted  a 
oial  of  338  guns.  The  ann-ual  expense  of  this 
wee  was  $2,427,758,  or  $7,182  70  per  gun. 

Sir,  the  expenditures  for  the  year  1809  were 
lot  the  greatest  in  amount;  those  for  the  year 
M,  were  $3,448,716.  I  do  not  wish  to  view  the 
lase  in  a  worse  light  than  positive  facts  will  place 
t.  We  will  therefore  pay  attention  to  the  state- 
neatsand  estimates  made  for  the  current  year, 
il812.)  In  the  report  of  the  Secretary,  now  on  our 
ables,  be  contemplates  fi.ve  fri^axea,  carrying  200 
;oQs ;  three  ships,  58  guns ;  seven  brigs,  100  gans ; 
ii^gDoboats,  62  guns ;  a  total  of  414  gans.  The 
laooal  expenditure  is  eompnted  at  ^oOS,003  90$ 
n  $6,043  per  guo.  Expenses  always  exceed  the 
stimates.  In  thB  report,  the  Secretary  reasons 
a 'the  present  state  of  things  in  Europe/'  and 
alculates  that  "  12  sail  of  seventy  •fours,  and  80 
reli-coDstrueted  frigates,  jatiag  generally  not  less 
^0  38  guns,  with  the  addition  of  out  smaller 
ressels  oow  in  service,"  aa^sufficient  to. protect  our 
mstiog  tra4e,  as  competent  to  annoy  the  com* 
Berce  of  an  enemy,  aoKl  lo  protect  our  harbors. 
tfr.  Chairman,  if  the  system  the  Secretary  has 
lid  down,  be  adopted,  we  shall  have  888vgun8  on 
uard  the  12  seventy-fours,  760  guns  on  board  the 
10  frigates,  1S2  guns  on  boajcd  the  smaU  vessels 
tow  ia  service,  and  62  guns  on.  board  the  gunboats^ 
rhioh  are  included  in  the  sti^temeatk  This  will 
sake  a  total  of  1,862  guns  }  the  aoQual  expemiir 
nrefor  which  will  be,  at. the  rate  of  $6,043  p^ 
pin,  $1U52,066.  This  will  be  the  amuial  ex- 
KDse.  allowing  the  increase  of  expeaditures  to 
DQltiply  only  in  the  ratio  of  the  increase  of  fo^oe  1 
besides  this,  sir,  we  must  add  ihe  enormooasum 
>f  $8,134,000,  the  cost  of  the  building  and  equip- 
"Dg  of  the  ship?  in  the  firat  ioatance.  Howmany 
Qore  millions  are  to  be  added  for  coQtingencies, 
|od  repairs  1  This  is  a  gloomy  prospect.  A  pru* 
leot  conduct  will  Relieve  us  of  the  pressure. 

Sir,  my  friend  from  South  Carolina  has  de* 
!ured  that  25  seventy-fours,  and  40  frigates,  might 
^  built,  equipped,  and  supported,  the  first  year,  at 
A  expense  of  ^,000,000.  This  calculation  must 
]estQQ  conjecture,  as  many  others  have  dona  be** 
*    This  gentleman  has  tpo  much  respect  for 


are. 


'  His  ealculations  are  grounded  on  the  estimates  of 
w  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  I  have  already  observed,. 
w  expenditures  alvvays  exceed  the  estimates.  Expe* 
i^ce  warrants  this  assertion,  in  eveij^  instanoe  o6n* 
eiBug  our  Naval  Establishment. 


himself  and  the  House,  to  attempt  anything  lika 
trick;  in  no  roan  do  I  confide  more  than  in  htm ; 
but  in  thie  instance  he  certainly  most  bemi»taJceD. 
Sir.  we  have  estimated  the  expenditures  of  a 
Naval  Bstablifibmi^nt.  How  are  they  to  be  naet 
by  this  nation?  is  a  question  of  primary  import- 
ance«  Our  most  prosperous  year  never  yielded 
a  revenue  of  $17,000,000.  In  case  of  war,  can  we 
calculate  on  $3,000,000  from  the  usual  sources? 
Loans  and  direct  taxeacan  alone  support  a  Naval 
Establishment.  Like  the  British,  we  should  find 
the  profits  on  our.  commjerce  insufficient  to  defray 
the  expenditures  necessary^  indepehdent  of  those 
for  the  civil  HstiL  ^or  the  interest  on  the  pufaHe 
debt,  mnd  for  the  support  of  the  Arm  v.  To  me  iX 
i»  iadifferent,  whether  the  Navy  wiU  cost  more 
or  less  than  the  Arnjy  has^ooe.  My  first  inquiry 
relates  to  its  utility  and  efficiency,  and  then- we 
should  ask,  can  ^e  nation  with  propriety  meet  the 
demands  necessary  to.  maintain  it?  Sir,  on  this 
subject  I  agree  so  perfectly  with  an  author  of 
considerable  merit  (Sinclair.)  that  I  will  impose 
on  the  House  by  reading  a  passage  from  his  book 
on  Revenue — page  308,  he  says : 

**  If  is  a^  ^ea,  where  all  the  modem  nations  have 
wasted  thehr  strength.  It  is  on  that  element  that  thooe 
debts  have  in  a  great  measure  been  contracted,  under 
the  pressure  of  which  thej  now  groan.  '  Had  the  rage 
of  equipping  numerous  fleets,  and  boildlhg  ships  of 
great  magnitude  and  dimensions^  never  existed,  hardly 
any  State  in  Europe  wonld  have  been  at  this  time  ia 
debt.  To  that  fatal  ambition  their  present  distiessed 
and  mortgaged  situation  ought  chiefly.to  be  attributed." 

Sir,  I  further  object  to  a  navy,  because  tha 
force  which  it  is  possible  for  the  United  States  to 
bring  into  action,  will  prove  inadequate  to  com- 
bat that  of  the  enemy — we  cannot  contend  with 
Great  Britain  on  the  ocean.  It  is  idle  to  be  led 
astray  by  misstatements  and  false  pride^-we  have 
no  reason  to  expect  mors  from  our  eitizena,  chaa 
what  other  bravo  people  have  performed ;  the  bet- 
ter way  will  be  to  cpmpare  our  strength  with  that 
of  the  enemy.  The  following  is  a  statement  of 
the  British  Navy^io  July,  1811,  taken  from  Steele's 
list :  at  that,  time  they,  had  a  total  of  1,042  vesselss 
719  of  which  were  in  commrasion;  548  at.  sea; 
261  in  ordinary  and  repairing  for  service  ;  62  wer^ 
building,  of  these  39  are  ships-of-the-iine,  and  19 
frigates.  At  the  above  peribd  there  were  statjoned 
in  the' Ataerican  aeaa  111  vessels  $  7  of  which  arc 
ships*of-the  line ;  2  fifties  or  forty-fours ;  31  frig> 
ates ;  29  sloops ;  25  ^rigs;  1  cutter,  and.  16  guor 
veasiels.    This  force  was  diatrfbuted  as  follows : 

Al  Halifax  and  .Newfbundlaod,  3  ships-of*-thep 
line  ;  1  fifty ;  5  fri^^ates ;  11  sloops ;  2  brigs ;  7 
gun-vessels — total  29. . 

West  Indies,  viz:  Leeward  Islands,  Jamaica, 
and  on  passage— 2  ships-of-the  line ;  1  fifty }  19 
frigates;  17  sloops;  20  brigs;  1  cutter;  9  gun* 
vessels*-^total  69. 

South  America — 2  ships-of*  the -line ;  7  frigates ; 
1  sloop  ;  3  brigs — total  13. 
.  If  the  above  vessels  are  rated  aa  follows,  viz : 
the  ships  of^the-liae  at  74  guns;  the  frigates  at 
32 ;  sloops  at  16 ;  briga,  cotters,  add  gun-ve«sek 
at  8  guns  f  ach,  the  force  stationed  in  the  Ameci# 
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caD  setts  will  mount  a  total  force  of  2,360  guns; 
tbat  on  the  Halifax  and  Newfound  land  statioa 
alone  will  mount  680  gtins;  a  force  in  itself  very 
supertorto  that  of  all  the  vessels  belonging  to  the 
American  Navy,  independent  of  gunboats.  Tire 
American  vessels  now  in  actual  seri^ice  are — ^ 
frigates,  3  ships,  and  7  brigs,  besides  gunboatsii 
We  have  in  ordinary-r-5  frigates,  (two  of  which 
are  probably  so  rotten  as  to  be  unworthy  of  re- 
pairs,) besides  gun  boats.  Our  whole  foree4imounts 
to  but  30  vessels,  independent  of  gunboats,  and 
mounts  a  total  of  524  guAs ! 

Sir^I  fear,  the  British  force  in  the  American 
seas  is  too  competent  for  our  interest — they  may 
despatch  many  more.  The  statement  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  (I  allude  to  his  re- 
ference to  the  navy  list  for  1801,)  was  very  favor- 
able ta  his  purpose.  I  do  not  attribute  his  using 
it  to  any  sinister  views;  I  know  he  was  not  in 
possession  of  that  for  the  last  year. 
^  The  British  stations  at  Halifax  aad  Bermuda 
afford  every  facility'to  fit  and  repair.  They  from 
thence  Can  at  all  times  watch  our  vessels  ;  and, 
sir,  they  will  not  neglect  to  oppose  them  by  a 
double  force.  From  the  view  we  have  just  taken, 
I  ask  you,  sir,  ^bat  must  be  tlie  probable  result  of 
hostilities  on  the  ocean  1  ,     . 

Sic,  we  shaU  find  it  very  difficult  to  man  a  con- 
siderable fleet  in  the  United  States ;  seamen  will 
not  abandon  the  merchants  to  enter  on  board 
ships  of  war  at  half  the  rate  of  wages ;  numerous 
privateers  will  be  fitted  out  in  all  our  ports,  they 
will  pay  higher  wages  than  the  Govern ment,  and 
the  iMst  men  will  be  diverted  from  the  national 
service.  Sir,  we  need  the  best  seamen  to  combat 
those  of  Great  Britain-;  they  have  the  advantage 
of  long  experience  in  the  best  regulated  service. 
I  entreat  vou,  at  no  time  despise  your  enemy,  you 
will  thus  be  the  better  prepared  to  encounter  him. 
I  cordially  assent  with  my  friend  from  South  Ca- 
rolina in  the  declaration,  that  the  American  tars 
are  as  brave  as  those  or  any  other  nation ;  bui, 
sir,  at  the>same  time  we  must  do  justice  to  those 
of  Great  Britain,  they  are  not  to  be  treated  with 
contempt.  Men  are  of  more  consequence  than 
ships ;  the  naval  combats  of  Europe  prove,  that  a 
small  number  of  the  ships  well  manned,  will  de- 
feat a  greater  number  when  they  are  indifferently 
manned.  The  contest  between  Great  Britain  on 
the  dne  part,  and  France  and  Spain  on  the  other 
part,  are  decisive  on  this  head.  Sir,  to  man  our 
ships  we  should  have  toreilort  to  the  odious  prac- 
tices, of  Great  Britain  and  France ;  impressment 
and  naval  conscription  would  be  the'  order  of  the 
day.  Men  of  observation  and  expedience  declare 
these  as  the  inevitable  conseqoeneesx)f  a  naval  es- 
tablish men  t^^press-gangs  would  disturb  the  peace 
of  your  bities — your  s«;aports  would  become  the 
constant,  theatres  of  riot  and  ^debauchery*  Sir, 
the  citizens  would  not  yield  to  this  state  of  things^ 
personal  liberty  in  our  country  is  too  highly 
prized  to  suffer  such  violation. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  thinks  that 
impressments  are  not  absolutely  necessary  to  man 
anavyj  he  doubts  whether  this  method  is  adopted 
in  any  other  country  besides  Great  Britain.    I 


will  read  an  official  document  to  satisfj  hio  ai 
this  subject;  it  is  a  letter  from  Mr.  Russell, car 
Charge  d' Afiaires  at  Paris  to  Mc  Monroe,  dud 
July  14,1811: 

'<  Sic  I  have -the  honor  tohsnd  yoa,  lietein,  a  coprri 
my  note  af  the  18th  inst,  to  the  Duke  of  Banue, 
claiming  the  release  of  twenty-three  Americin  teaaea, 
stated  to  have  been  pret9ed  into  the  French  teniet  tt 
Dantcic  and  its  vicinity.  When  I  called  on  the  Dtiu 
on  the  9th,  he  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  this  ute, 
aud  said  that  he  should  inunediately  write  to  the  Mis- 
ister  of  Marine  on  the  subject.  In  the  con?emU 
whkh  I  had  with  him  yesterday*  he  informed  me  the 
he  had  performed  this  engagement,  and  that  the  )b> 
ister  of  the  Marine  had  replied  that  bo  Ameiicaa  dh 
sens  had  been  pressed  by  his  orders  ;  that  the  dn  ^ 
Bantac  had  hun  reqtdnd  to  fumitk  a  certain  as» 
her  of  seamen,  and  was  alone  responsible  for  the  Bt» 
ner  m  which  it  had  complied  with  this  reqniiitk. 
The  Dnke  of  Bassano  also  added,  that  my  sole  hs 
been  laid  before  the  Emperor,  and  that  Hn  lUje^ 
had  ordered  that  on  the  ilrriva!  of  the  seamen  fm 
Dantaic  at  Antwerp^  where  they  were  expected  vtf» 
day,  an  that  were  American  dtaiena  shoold  be  d» 
charged,  and  tite  city  of  Danlsic  shoald  be  requiR^l 
fiimiBh  others  in  their  stead.*' 

Sir,  I  further  object  to  a  navy,  because  it  vu 
be  the  me^ns  of  exciting  many  wars^  which,  wtdh 
out  the  establishment,  may  be  honorably  sroiiei 
It  is  said,  nations  are  involved  in  war,  in  prop» 
tion  to  the  extent  of  their  navies,  and  some  assal 
(Brougham)  that  a  perpetual  warisooeof'^ 
two  modes  which  are  necessary  to  support »{»» 
erful  -naval  establishment.  Si r.  a  naval  estaUt^ 
ment  wilt  cresbte  a  new.  and  a  aangerous  imaetf 
in  our  co^intry.  Nothing  is  more  commoD  ik^ 
to  be  told,  that  such  are  the  wishes  of  the  Dsnl 
interest  of  Great  Britain,  and  that  this  or  that  w 
must  be  entered  into  to  gratify  them.  For  m 
part,' sir,  I  shall  he  very  sorry  indeed,  if  erer  w 
petiod  arrives  in  the  United  States,  whea  aer 
particular  interest  or  community  shall  direct  ik 
Government,  whether  it  be  naval,  acricoliani 
manufacturing,  or  commercial — the  geoeral  we^ 
fare  should  be  the  sole  great  ruling  priocipieiB 
the  Rational  Councils. 

Sir,  I  am  deterred,  when  1  consider  the  faietf 
all  those  nations  wiio  ftt  different  periods  hiR 
been  famous  for  their  navies.  The  naval  strengtl 
of  the  Hanseatic  League  was  such,  twoceotQne 
past,  as  to  excite  terror  on  th^  part  of  £agla&i 
These,  sir,  disunt  free  cities,  are  now  the  appes* 
da  jfes  of  mighty  France,  and  have  no  polUK» 
existence.  Who  has  not  heard  of  the  ooce  for- 
midable fleets  of  Venice  and  Genoa?  At  we 
time  England  was  indebted  to  the  latter  for  offi- 
cers to  command  her  ships  of  war— Alas!  ib«« 
Republics  are  now  consigned  to  oblivion.  I^ 
mark  was  at  one  time  the  mistress  of  the  ooeas; 
by  means  of  her  fleets  she  often  invaded  Eagiaoi 
and  held  her  in  a  state  of  subjection.  The  Daoei 
heretofore  burned  London,  Paris,  and  other  gTet| 
cities— they  are  now  jcontroUed  by  F"^^^» 'It 
they  have  had  their  Copenhagen  defeat.  Hoi* 
land,  with  her  Van  Tromps  and  Dc  Raytf» 
occupied  the  British  Channel  at  pieasare;  tlte 
Power  defeated  the  navies  of  England  aodFraiKi' 
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^bere  Is  HoUaad  nowT  Incorporated  as  a  par( 
ihe  French  Empire*  Spaia  boasted  her  invia- 
bie  armadas ;  Elizabeth  of  England,  by  i)atare 
u^ty,  proad,  and  ambitioas,  trembled  at  the 
ry  mention  of  them,  until  they  were  dispersed 
d  destroyed  by  storms  at  sea ;  Spain  is  now 
e  vassal  of  France.  Not  very  long  since  the 
Ty  of  France  sailed  triumphant  along  the  Brit- 
{  coast,  looked  into  Portsmouth  harbor,  and 
anted  British  spirit.  I  ask  you,  sir,  where  is 
e  strength  Of  which  these  nations  formerly 
asted?  AH  are  inoperative,  and  dread  the  ^17 
iQtic  power  of  the  British  navy — they  are  in 
rt  sick  in  dry  docks,  or  are  blockaded  in  their 
rts.  - 

Mr.  Chairman;  Great  Britain,  though  at  this 
De  triamphtint  in  every  sea,  if  she  persists  in 
•r  expensive  naval  establishment,  with  her  pres- 
tdebi  of  £800,000,000.i^hich  was  chiefly  created 
r  her  navy — Great  Britain,  sir,  I  say,  with  all 
is,  must  sink  under  the  heavy  pressure.  She 
iit  hereafter  derive  very  little  satisfaction  from 
*t  briiliaut  victories  on  the  1st  of  June  oflF  Cape 
t.  Vincent,  Camperdown,  Aboukir,  and  Tra- 
Igar. 

shall  I  be  pardoned,  sir,  when  I  fear  our  ves- 
ts will  only  tend  to  swell  the  present  catalogue 
'the  British  navy  ?  Of  the  1,042  vessels  which 
le possessed  in  July,  1811,  one  hundred  and  nine 
ere  captured  from  the  French,  forty-six  from 
ieDaoes,tweDty-fi.vefrcim.the  £|  poniards,  twenty- 
or  from  the  Dutch,  and  three  from  the  Italians  j 
skiDg  a  total  of  two  hundred  and  seven  cap- 
ired  ships,  or  one-fifth  of  her  whole  navy. 
Small  ships  are  proper  for  the  service  of  the 
bited  Stales — by  their  agency  we  shall  be  able 
UDDoy  the  convoys  of  kn  enemy.  The  priva- 
iers  which  were  fli^d  out  in  ^ery  port  during 
iir  Revolutionary  war,  destroyed  much  of  the 
•ritisb  commerce,  even,  in  the  British  and  Irish 
iianoeis,  whilst  the  frigates  which- were  built  by 
te  GoverQinents  did  little  or  nothing — bat  two 
t  tbem  remained  at  the  conclusion  of  the  con- 
'St.  The  enemy  wilUnot  watch  your  small  ves- 
tls;  they  may  enter  all  your  small  inlets,  where 
^▼y  vessels  cannot  venture  to  approach  them ; 
^^,  at  the  coQciasiott  of  the  war,  ihey  mav  be 
)ld  for  the  merchant  service.  I  shall  not  follow 
^«  geDileman  in  hrs  remarks  on  the  bill  before 
be  Committee;  I  shall  vote  against  it,  though  it 
^niy  present  intention  Jo  appropriate  the  sums 
Bquisite  for  the  repairing  and  equipping  Our 
feseni  ships  of  war. .  1  will  go  no  further.  I  l«W 
00,  sir,  naval  victories  in  ihe  end  would  prove 
ttal  to  the  United  State's ;  the  consequences  which 
tre  QQiformly  followed  in  other  countries  must 
tke  place  here.  If  the  United  Statea  shall  deter- 
mine to  augment  their  navy,  so  as  to  rival  those  of 
wope,  the  public  debt  will  become  permanent; 
wect  taxes  will  be  perpetual ;  the  paupers  of  the 
*^;>try  will  be  increased;  the  nation  wili  be 
^nltnipt;  and,  I  fear,  the  tragedy  wiU  end  in  a 
^▼olmioD. 

Mr.  McKbb  rose,  with  deference,  to  perform  a 
^^y  which  he  owed  to  his  constituents,  by  deliv- 
^Dg  his  sentiments  on  the  very  important  sub- 
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ject  before  the  Committee,  though  heooofessed 
himself  very  inadequate  to  do  justice  to  it.  He 
deemed  the  question  of  great  magnitude ;  as  he 
feared,  if  we  were  to  proceed  to  build  up  a  large 
Naval  Establishment,  it  would  affect  the  destinies 
of  this  nation  to  the  latest  posterity. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
CBEVsa)  hits  said,  that  it  is  time  to  go  into  the 
establishment  of  a  permanent  Navy,  because  the 
vessels  already  on  hand  would  he  liable  to  decay. 
If  it  should  be  the  will  of  Conjzress,  said  Mr.  McK.. 
to  ga  into  the  business  of  bunding  a  Navy,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  enter  upon  it  with  all  possible  en- 
ergy. '  Therefore,  if  atay  attempt  should  be  made 
to  lessen  our  present  force,  he  should  be  opposed 
to  it.  But  he  was  decidedly  opposed,  and  forever 
should  be  opposed,  to  the  application  of  a  cent  to 
repair  those  old  hulks  of  vessels  which  are  fit  only 
for  fuel. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  has  said, 
that  he  has  great  prejudices  to  encounter.  Mr. 
McK.  would  have  thought  that  the  deliberate  opin- 
ion of  amajoriiy  of  Congress, expressed  upon  more 
than  one  occasion,  was  entitled  to  a  more  respect- 
ful term  than  prejudices.  Those  decisions  pro* 
ceeded  from  the  honest  oonWci^onsof  some  of  the 
best  friends  of  the  country.  Mr.  McK.  would 
refrain  from  noticing  the  reasoning  of  the  com- 
mittee in  their  report  on  this  subject.  They  say, 
;^Tfie  important  engine  of  national  strength  and 

*  national  security  which  is  formed  by  a  naval 
'  force  has  hitherto,  in  the  opinion  of  the  commit- 
^  tee,  been  treated  with  a  neglect  hi^ly  impolitic, 
^  or  supported  by  a  spirit  so  languid,  as,  while  it 

*  has  preserved  the  existence  of  the  Establishment, 
^  has  had  the  effect  of  loading  it  with  the  impu- 
^  tatioos  of  wasteful  expense  and  comparative 

*  ineflSciency." 

Mr.  McST.  asked  whether  the  ingenuity  of  man 
could  find  language  which  could  cast  a  more 
severe  censure  upon  the  late  Administration,  than 
is  contained  in  tnese  strictures  of  the  committee. 
It  is  well  known,  thatour  Treasury  was  in  flour- 
ishing circumstances  during  the  late  Administra- 
tion, and  yet  no  reicommeodation  was  made  by 
the  Executive  in  favor  of  increasing  our  Naval 
Establishment.  The  extension  of  the  Navy  was 
not  thought  of  till  the  year  1812;  but  now  we 
are  told,  that,  to  neglect  the  commencement  of  a 
permanent  naval  system,  ^  impolitic  under  any 
^  circumstances,  is  the  more  so,  when  it  is  demon- 
^  strabty  clear  that  this  nation  is  inevitably  des- 

*  tined  to  be  a  Naval  Power." 

Mr.  McK.  denied  this  doctrine,  that  *'  it  is  de- 
'  monstrably  clear  that  this  nation  is  iaevitablv 
^  destined  to  be  a  Naval  Power;"  and  he  believed, 
that,  if  the  attempt  were  made  to  make  it  such', 
it  would  prove  the  destruction  of  our  happy  Con- 
stitution. He  would'  proceed  to  show  on  what 
ground  he  supported  the  opinion  that  the  mainte- 
nance of  a  permanent  Naval  Establishment  would 
pove  ruinous  to  this  country.  For  this  purpose, 
he  should  be  under  the  necesMity  of  submitting 
some  calculations  to  the  House ;  for,  though  he 
had  heard  a  course  of  this  kind  condemned,  as  fit 
only  for  the  connting-hbuse  ef  the  merchant,  he 
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considered  it  as  the  most  eondacire  to  correct 
legislation.  It  is  certainly  a  mattet  of  just  calcu- 
lation, when  we  are  called  upon  to  establish  a 
permanent  Navy,  to  show.that  such  an  institution 
would  cost  more  than  any  advantages  to  be  derived 
from  it  would  compensate. 

Havini^  said  this  much  in  favor  of  this  mode 
of  counting  the  cost^  he  hoped,  if  he  should  make 
any  incorrect  statement,  that  it  would  be  rectified 
by  gentlemen  better  acquainted  with  the  subject 
than  he  pretended  to  be.  And  though  his  calcu- 
lations migh^  in  some  instances  be  thought  at 
present  too  high,  he  would  venture  to  say,  that 
nereafter  they  would  be  found  to  be  under  the 
truth : 

For  the  year  1812. 

The  ordinary  expenses,  mcluding  the  pres- 
ent Army  and  Navy,  agreeably  to  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury's  report,  will  be  -  $9,400,000 

Expense  of  the  new  Army  of  80,000  men* ' 
and  00,000  volunteers— allowing  30,000 
only  to  be  called  into  service—exclusive 
of  bounties,  estimated  at  one  million  for 
every  3,000  men 10,000,000 

Bounty  and  allowanee  of  $S  a  man  ibr  re- 
cruiting, say  30,000,  exclusive  of  the  land 
bounty         ------ 

Repairing  the  old  ships,  and  half  yean'  ser- 
vice, sa  estimated  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
]Vavy  ------- 

Building  the  new  fiigates,  this  year's  appso- 
pristion       ------ 

Appropriation  for  munitions  of  war  - 

Expense  of  fortifications,  (job  per  report,) 
purchasing  of  timber,  docks,  and  a  new 
navy  yard    ------ 

The  Navy,  including  the  vessels  proposed 
to  be  repaired,  which  cost  originally 
$2,285,006— one-twelfth  part  of  which 
sum  will  be  required  annually  for  sub- 

.  stantial  repairs     -        -        .        •        . 


540,000 


714,981 

1,000.000 
1,500,000 


2,000,000 


Appropriation  for  the  twelve  seveoty-foars, 
(say  one-half  the  sum  necessary  to  build 
Uiem) I^jM 

Interest  on  the  new  debt  of  14  millions    •      841^ 


25,14&^ 
From  which  deduct  the  annual  receipts,  al- 
lowing them  to  4m  wjoal  to  Uiose  of  1812    8^^ 

16^f4'^ 
Allow  for  taxes  and  excess  of  calculation  •    t^%K 


Balance  to  be  supplied  by  loans  •        $14^40* 


For  the  year  1814. 

Admitting  the  Army  to  be  rednced  to  30,- 
000  men,  the  current  expenses  wiU  be   $16,06iS« 

Annual  expense  of  the  new  frigates,  inclu- 
dingrepairs-        .--... 

Annual  expense  of  six  seventy-foun,  inclu- 
ding repairs  --.--. 

Appropriation  for  finishing  the  other  six 
seventy-fours        -        -        -        .        . 

Interest  on  the  new  debt  of  28  mUlimis    • 


l,907A- 
l,4d6> 


-fVom  which  deduct  the  annual  revenue 

Suppose  taxes,  &c„  to  pay 

Balance  to  be  supplied  by  loans  - 


23,09S,Wi 
8,90919 


14397^-11 

887J1J 


$]4,0M.«i 


From  which  amount,  deduct  this  year's  rev- 
enue, as  estimated  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury        •        •        -        •        - 


190,416 

^IM— — IM— ••*— SMW 

25,346,397 


8,200,000 


Remaining  in  the  Treasury,  $3,946,418; 
of  which,  $2,947,818  may  be  applied  to- 
wards the  above  deficiency  •        -        • 


17,145,397 


2,947,818 


Balance  to  be  provided  for  by  loans      $14,197,579 


For  the  year  1815. 

Current  expenses,  same  as  1814,  Army  in- 
eluded  :        -        -        .        .        $16,0^6** 

Annual  expense  of  fiigates,  including  re- 
pairs   -        -'      i        -        -        .        .    i^,« 

Annual  expense  of  twelve  seventy-foun  -    ijm,^ 

Interest  on  tlue  new  debt  -        ...    tjm0 


Deduct  the  revenue  -       -        •        .        .   8,SOOj0ii 


Balance  to  be  suppUed  by  loans  -        $  15,166^1 1'j 


Mr.  McKeb  supposed  that  the  current  expenses 
of  the  Government  for  the  year  1813  would  be 
the  same  as  in  1812.  He  would,  therefore,  make 
an  estimate  of  the  amount  of  disbursements  for 
that  year. 

Jbr  the  yeajr  1813. 

Current  expenses     -        -        -        -        $19,400,000 

Annual  expense  of  the  new  Navy,  includ- 
ing the  repaired  frigates        -        -        -     1,549,962 

One-twelfth  of  the  cost  of  the  Navy  for 
repairs 357,083 

For  finishing  new  fticates,  and  supplying 
deficiencies  on  this  head       •       •  .      •    1,060,000 


For  the  year  1816. 

Current  expenses,  same  as  last  year  - 
New  Navy,  annual  expenses   • 
Interest  on  the  new  debt  -       -        . 


Deduct  the  revenue 

Balance  to  be  provided  for 


fl6,066jtfi 

.    8,2(W.i#i 
$16,006,1 » 


Fbr  the  year  1817. 
The  permanent  burdens  of  this  year,  when 

the  Army  may,  and  perhaps  will  be,  din 

banded,  will  be — 
Current  expenses,  same  as  in  1812,  vrith- 

out  the  additional  Army  ...  $9.40l,Mf , 
Additional  for  new  Navy  •  «  •  .  4,779,  *" 
Interest  on  70  millions  new  debt,  at  6  per  ct    4,SO0,i 


Total  expenses  • 


$18,379,4 


There  is,  said  Mr.  McKse,  this  strikiog  difeh 
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!Dce  between  a  Military  and  a  Naval  Establish- 
nent:  when  your  Arm fv has  effected  the  puVpos^ 
or  which  H  was  raised,  you  can  disband  it;  and 
he  men  who  eomposed  it  will  return  borne  to  their 
amilies,  and  become  useful  members  of  society. 
lot  so  with  respect  Co  your  Navy.  You  will 
are  to  be  burdened  with  the  expense  of  tiuit  Bs- 
iblishment  in  peace  as  well  as  in  war. 
Having  shown,  in  a  manner  at  least  satisfac- 
)ry  to  himself}  that  the  expenses  of  the  Gorern- 
kent  io  the  year  1917  will  be  upwards  of  eigh- 
«o  millions  of  dollars,  he  would  endeavor  to  show 
'hat  would  be  the  expense,  provided  Congress 
ere  to  adopt  the  course  recommended  by  the 
sntleman  from  South  Carolina,  of  bnilding  35 
irentf-foar  gun  ships  and  40  frigates: 

wenty-five  ieventj-foo»  and  forty  firigates 

would  cost,  in  buildiiig-        •        •        $15,166,000 

nnaal  expense  of  25  sevAnty-foun  -        •  5,294,600 

anaal  expense  of  40  frigate 4^200,000 

ne>twelfth  part  of  original  expenses  for 

lepairs 1,263,750 

QBoal  ezpenditare,  same  as  this  year     -  0,4OO,IH)O 

tereflt  on  eighty  millions  of  new  debt     -  4,800,000 


Total  expenses  - 


$24,958,350 


This  course  would  produce  a  new  public  debt 
180,000,000,  and.  an  annual  expenditure  of 
25,000,000.   He  left  members  to  determ ine  where 
is  money  was  to  be  procured,  and  in  what  man- 
(rthe  anoual  expenditure  could  be  provided. 
Ml  McK.  said,  he  would  now  take  some  notice 
the  resources  of  this  country  in  relation  to  rev- 
iUe;  apd  he  could  say^  that,  on  this  subject,  he 
ui  prejudices  to  meet.    He  jutid,  prefudtcea,  be- 
Ate  he  had  heard  a  gentleman  tn  this  House, 
akiog  of  our  resources-^alludingto  public  lands 
declare  this  source  of  revenue  as  worth  to  the 
Qjted  States  ten  hundred  milKoi^s  of  dollars. ! 
bis  declaration  he  considered  as  extravagant  as 
each  of  our  gunboats  was  declared  to  be  equal 
a  74-gun  ship  i  and  that,  therefore,  we  had  a 
etof  180sail-of-the-line.   Since  the  public  lands 
d  been  offered  for  sale,'  the  receipts  into  the 
reasury  from  that  source  had  not  averaged  more 
&Q  $600,000  per  annum,  at  a  time  wh^n  the  best 
ads  too  were  in  the  market.    The  public  lands 
>y,  therefore,  as  a  source  of  revenue,  be  esti- 
«ed  at  $10,000,000.    But,  gentlemen  say,  there 
'  300,000,000  of  acres  of  public  land,  and  each 
re  worth  *2— making  ^600,000,000 !    But  they 
'm  not  to  recollect  that  on^-tbird  of  this  land  is 
rren  heath,  that  will  never  sell  fora  cent ;  and 
"  It  will  require  100  years,  pejhaps,  to  sell  the 
'ance.     And  $10,000,000  laid  out  at  interest, 
amgthe  interest  to  the  principal  yearly,  or  even 
the  end  of  the  time  required  for  the  interest  to 
•  k*\®  P'Jncipal,  would  exceed  any  sum  fOr 
»ch  the  public  lands  will  ever  be  sold.    Calcu- 
[ons  with  regard  to  direct  taxes  were  equally 
wioas.    It  is  said  that  the  people  of  this  CoUn- 
are  wealthy,  and  able  to  pay  large  Uxes.    It 
«»e,  that  there  is  great  wealth  in  the  hands  of 
'  people  of  this  country — perhaps  the  people  of 


no  country  possess  greater  wealth-'-and  hence  the 
inference  is  drawn  that  they  are  able  to  pay  heavy 
taxes.    But,  when  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  is  examined  in  relation  to  this  subject,  we 
find  that  direct  taxes  must  be  laid  in  proportion 
to  population.  In  considering,  therefore,  what^um 
you  may  levy,  you  cannot  exceed  the  sumwhich' 
It  is  within  the  power  of  the  poorest  State  to  pay. 
The  State  of  Ohio,  perhaps,. is  one  of  the  poorest 
States  in  the  Union.    This  results  from  the  re- 
cent dale  of  her  settlements.    The  people  who 
emigrate  to  that  State  settle  down  in  the  forest, 
andlheir  capital  is  expended,  first,  in  the  purchase 
of  the  land,  f  for  a  part  of  which  many  of  them 
are  still  in  aebt ;)  and.  secondly,  in  the  improve- 
daent  of  their  lands,  which  has  extended  generally 
no  further  than  to  yield  to  the  inhabitants  the 
means  of  comfortable  subsistence — leaving  noth- 
ing, or  but  little,  for.  exportation.    Their  means 
ofpaying  taxes  are,  therefore,  limited*    A  tax  of 
9100,000  on  the  State  of  Ohio  would  be  a  griev- 
ous tax  ;  though  to  Connecticut,  Maryland,  or 
South  Carolina,  it  would  be  inconsiderable,  and 
not  felt  at  all;  Dacaosa  the- lands  in  theqe  States 
are  mostly  in  a  hi^h  ;state  of  improvement,  and 
the  inhabitants  enjoy  the  advantager  of  a  pro- 
ductive capital,  accumulated  by  the  industry  of 
past  ages.    One  county  in  the  State  of  Maryland 
could  pay  as  much  tax,  without  embarrassment, 
as  the  whole  State  of  Ohio,    ^ut  you  are  unable 
to  lay  your  hands  on  this  wealth  while  your  Con- 
stitution remains  unchanged,  and  consequently 
you  ci^nnot  levy  large  taxes. 

If  you  proceed  in  the  course  now  proposed,  and 
incur  an  annual  expenditurei  of  $18,000,000,  bow 
are  you  to  raise  the  money '^    Suppose  your  rei^- 
enUe  arising  from  commerce  should  again  rea(sh 
914,000,000  per  annum — which  will  not  be  the 
case  in  time  of  war,  and^  it  is  scarcely  to  be  ex- 
pected on  the  recurrence  of  a  general  peace — a  bal- 
ance of  more  than  $4,000,000  will  remain  unpro- 
vided for,  which'  must  be  supplied  by  tajtes.    The 
taxes  of  1800  (the  most  productive  year)  only 
brought  into  the  Treasury  about  $1,500,000;  and 
even  these  taxes  were  thought  grievous.    And  the 
system  now  proposed  will  render  a  permanent  tax 
of  more  than  $4,000,000  necessary  to  meet  the 
current  expenses  of  Government.   And  when  your 
political  horizon  shall  again  be  overspread  with 
difficulties  aod  dangers,  your  debt  will  grow  apace, 
and  your  annual  expenditure  in  the  same  propor- 
tion, and  eventually  you  will  be  cursed  with  the 
same  miserable  state  of  political  existence  under 
which  the*devoted  people  of  England  now  groan. 
But,  if  the  Navy  project  be  now  abandoned,  the 
nation  will  not,  Incur,  in  the  proposed  contest,  a 
new  debt  of  more  than  $55,000,000,  and  the  annual 
expenditure  will  not  much  exceed  $18,000,000 
per  annum.    In  order  to  substantiate  this  fact,  he 
would  submit  a  statement,  predicated  on  the  same 
facts  on   which    his  preceding    statement  was 
founded,  omitting  the  items  of  naval  expenditure, 
which  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

Fbr  the  year  1812. 
Current  expenses,  as  estimated  by  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  in  his  annual  report  $9,400,000 
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Expenaea  of  30,000  meD,  in  •clisftl  aervice, 
ineloding  $640,000  for  tlie  recnuting 
Mrvice 10,640,000 

Mnnitiona  of  war  already  Toted,  $  1,600,000, 
and  $1,000,000  for  fortificationa,  re(|uir- 
cd  by  tho  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War    2,600,000 

82,440,000 
From  vhich  deduet  the  reTenue,  auppoaed 
to  omotuit  to 8,200,000 


$14,240,000 
Thia  aam  may  be  credited  by  $2,947,818 
-»the  money  in  the  Treasiiry--4eaTing  a 
balance  of  $  1 ,000,000  in  the  Treoanry  •    2,947,8 1 8 


Balance  to  be  borrowed     • 


$11,292,182 


For  the  year  1813. 

Cnitent  expenaea,  including  the  Army  of 

80,000  men-        .        .        .        ;        $19,400,000^ 
Interest  of  the  new  debt  of  $1 1,292,182    r       077,630 

20^77,630 
From  which  deduct  the  levenne,  auppoaed  ^ 

'tobe-        *        •        ...        .        -    8,200,000 


Balance  to  be  borrowed    • 


$11,877,630 


For  the  year  1814. 

Current  expenses,  including  an  Army  of 
20,000  men,  allowing  that  such  reduc- 
tion may  then  take  place      -        -        $10,946,046 

Interest  on  the  new  debt  of  $23,169,711  -     1,390,182 

18,836,227 
From  which  deduct  the  roYenue,  supposed 
tobe  •        -        .        -        -        -        -    8,200,000 


Balance  to  be  borrowed 


$10,136,227 


For  the  year  1815. 


Cmrent  expenaea,  including  the  Army,  the 

le  aa  for  the  year  1814      -        -        $16,946,046 


Intereit  on  the  new  debt  of  $33,304,938  -     1,996,296 

18,943,341 
From  which  deduct  the  rcTenue,  auppoaed 
fobs   -        •        •       ^        •        -        •    8,200,000 


Balance  to  be  borrowed 


$10,743,341 


For  the  year  1816. 

Comnt  expenac^  the  aame  aa  for  the  year 

1816 $16,946,046 

iBtenal  on  the  new  debt  of  $44,047,270  -    2,642,847 


19,687,292 
From  which  deduct  the  revenue,  auppoaed 
to  be   .        • 8,200,000 


Balanea  to  be  borrowed 


$11,387,892 


Corrent  expenaea,  the  aame  as  for  1812    -  $9,400^ 
Interest  on  $56,436,171— «ay  $66,000,000 
—of  new  debt      -        -        -        -       -    3,300^ 


Total 


$12,700.{K« 


For  the  year  1817. 

The  permanent  burdens  for  this  year,  when 
the  Army  will  probably  be  disbanded, 

wiur 


If,  said  Mr.  McKee,  our  commerce  in  theror 
1817  should  resume  its  former  acn'rity,  wes^iiT 
.not  only  be  able  to  meet  the  current  expenses c: 
the  year,  but  to  appropriate  portions  of  the  rm- 
nue  to  the  discharge  of  the  public  debt;  som* 
in  ten  years  of  peace  and  prosperity,  our  debt  ir! 
be  nearly  paid  off,  and  we  should  be  io  a  cc&ii- 
tioD  to  commence  a  new  war,  if  the  public  g^ii 
required  it. 

Mr.  McK.  bad  said,  this  nation  was  not  deMbed 
under  the  present  Constitution,  to  be  a  great  Nia 
Power;  and  he  mniotained  that  the  statemci 
which  he  had  exhibited — ^and  which  he  belienc 
for  the  purposes  of  argument,  would  be  fcsk 
substantlatly  corr^t,  when  tested  by  experieoce- 
went  conclusively  to  show  that  the  expeoseir 
th^  Naval  Establishment  often  frigates  aod  twen 
seven ty- four  gun  ships,  now  proposed  to  be  ba; 
could  not  be  supported  without  permaneot  io-fr 
nal  taxe;s,  and  a  constant  increase  of  rhe  pet': 
debt  and  annual  expenditure.  And  if  the  ip'^ 
was  gone  into,  to  the  extent  contemplated  by  "*. 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Cbethi 
of  building  forty  frigates  and  twenty  fire  seTecif- 
fuur  gun  ships,  which  he  admitted  would  be:^ 
cessary  to  relieve  the  Naval  Establishment  fra 
comparative  inefficiency;  tjie  annual  expense  f 
the  Qovernmeqi  with  such  a  system  (as  alrtiir 
shown)  would  be  more  than  $25,000,000.  ^w. 
would  rapidly  increase  the  public  burdens,  is. 
entail  on  this  country  that  fatal  system  which  tt* 
almost  ruined  the  British  empire. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (M' 
Cheves)  takes  it  for  granted  that  our  commcrr! 
can  be  effectually  protected  by  a  navy;  tul^- 
suming  this  fact,  he  proceeds  to  show  that  eren 
portion  of  the  American  people  are  eqaa  11  f  io  det- 
ested in  the  building  a  navy,  because  all  are  aw 
or  less  intereste(Vin  protectii>|g^  commerce. 

But,  the  fact  is,  that  navies  have  never  bea 
considered  as  adequate  to  the  complete  protnriJSi 
of  commerce.  Look,  said  he,  at  the  sitoaiioo  o^ 
the  Old  World,  in  times,  to  ihem,  more  pro^p^-- 
ous  than  the  present!  What  is  the  fact?  H^l- 
iaod,  with  almost  no  navy,  possessed  an  exteci:^^ 
and  profitable  commerce  ;  and  Spain,  about  the 
same  period,  with  a  large  and  powerful  fleet,  Ui 
no  commerce. 

But  the  situation  of  Europe  is,  in  all  respects. 
different  from  ours.  The  Governments  of  Eoro^ 
are  surrounded  by  rival  Powers,  whoarefflosuy 
engaged  in  war  with  each  other,  while  we  are 
happily  far  removed  from  them  all,  and  hare  tc 
neighbors  to  annoy  us.  Therefore,  argoroess 
drawn  from  the  Old  World  are  wholly  inappltes 
ble  to  this  country,  because  their  situation  a^:*^ 
form  of  Government  are  altogether  unlike  con. 
And  when  we  tiirn  our  eyes  from  foreign  Gov- 
ernments to  our  own,  we  find  that  no  peopiestac^ 
Adam  were  ever  more  prosperous  or  more  bapfj 
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an  the.  American  people  bare  been  for  the  eight 

'  teD  years  previoas  to  the  year  1808.    Private 

naoes  have  been  aceiimulated  with  anequalled 

se  and  rapidity;  eommerce  has  prospered  beyond 

:ample ;  agriculture  haa flourished ;  and  the  rev- 

lue  abundant,  beyond  the  wants  of  the.Govem- 

eot.    And  did  this  state  of  prosperity  exist  at  a 

ne  when  your  commerce  was  protected  by  ve^ 

Is  of  war  ?    No ;  but  at  a  time  When  your  Navy 

as  out  of  use ;  and  in  proportion  to  the  increase 

your  naval  expenditure,  in  the  same  proportion 

IS  your  commerce  decreased.     The  protection 

commerce  is  the  onljr  ostensible  object  for  which 

ivies  are  created,  while  power  and  conquest  are 

e  main  objects.    Show  me,  said  Mr.  McK.,  a 

ktion  possessed  of  a  large  navy,  and  I  will  show 

)a  a  nation  always,  at  war.    When  has  England 

ieo  at  peace  with  all  the  world,  since  she  be* 

men  great  naval  Power?    Such  instances  in 

ritish  history  were  so  rare.  Iind  of  such  short 

iration.  (if  they  existed  at  all))  that  he  could  not 

iswer  tbe  question ;  and  be  believed  it  would  be 

fficult  for  the  ingenuity  of  the  gentleman  from 

outh  Carolina  (Mr.  Cbbves)  to  answer  it.    It  i^ 

tte,  that  England,  the  greatest  naval  Power  in 

e  world,  is  also  the  most  commercial ;  and  it 

as  not  to  be  doubted  that  her  commerce  received 

d  from   her  navy,  though  it  owed  its  extent 

'iocipally  to  the  industry  and  consequent  wealth 

r  the  nation.    But,  JSngland  has  other  and  .^ar 

lore  important  objects  to  effect  by  her  navy  than 

Mt  of  protecting  commerce.    Her  insular  situa- 

00  renders  it  necessary  for  her  protection,  and 

le  keeps  it  up  for  the  purposes  of  war  and  jlomin- 

n.   England  would  destroy  her  navy  to-morrow, 

the  protection  of  commerce  was  tier  only  ob- 

ct ;  because  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the  expense 

'  keeping  up  her  navy  exceeds  the  profits  of  that 

)mmerce  which  it  is  said  to  protect.    Navies, 

lerefore,  most  be  considered  as  instruments  of 

)wer,  rather  than  as  the  means  of  protecting  com- 

erce.    They  are  the  vile  offspring  of  tliose  na- 

Dns  where  the  power  and  erai^deur  of  the  Gov- 

nment  is  everything, and  the  people  are  nothing 

It  slaves ! 

Mr.  McK.  having  stated  that  a  navy  was  an 
strument  of  power,  rather  than  a  means  of  pro- 
cting  commerce,  in  order  to  show  that  this  opin- 
n  was  not  a  mere  vagary  of  his  own  imagina- 
on^  but  the  deliberate  opinion  of  some  of  the 
isest  men  of  this  country,  most  solemnly  pro- 
Hinced,  he  would  beg  leave  to  i-ead  a  document, 
hich  he  hoped  would  have  weight  with  some 
'ntlemen  of  the  Committee.  It  is  taken  from  the 
lebrated  instructions  of  the  Virginia  Legisla- 
re,  of  1801,  to  their  Senators  in  Congress,  and 
said  to  have  come  from  the  pen  of  the  present 
hief  Magistrate  of  the  United  States ;  and  he 
!lieved  he  could  venture  to. say,  that  no  Legis- 
tureever  possessed  more  talents  than  weredrawn 
geiher  into  the  Virgrnia  Assembly  on  that  oc- 
isioQ.  After  having  noticed  other  subjects,  in 
leaking  of  the  Navy,  they  say : 
**  With  respect  to  Uie  Navy,  it  may  be  proper  to 
mind  you,  that,  whatever  may  be  the  proposed  object 
its  estabGahnijent,  oi  whatever  may  be  the  prospect 


of  temporary  advantages  resulting  ther»from,it  is  dam* 
oostrated  b^  the  experience  of  all  nations  who  have 
ventured  far  into  naval  policy,  that  such  prospect  is 
ultimately  delusive ;  and  that  a  navy  has  ever,  in  prac* 
tice,  been  known  mors  as  an  instrument  of  power,  a 
source  of  expense,  and  an  occasion  of  collisions  and 
wars  with  other  nations,  than  as  an  instrument  of  de- 
fence, of  economy,  or  of  protection  to  commerce.  Nor 
is  there  any  nation,  in  the  judgment  of  the  General 
Assembly,  to  whose  circumstances  this  remark  is  mora 
applicable  than  to  the  United  States," 

These  opinions  may  now,  however,  be  consid* 
ered  ars  old-fashioned;  but  being  himself  an  old* 
fashioned  man,  be  confessed  he  was  more  pleased 
with  them  than  with  the  new  political  doctrines 
preached  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
(Mr.  Cbbves)  to  the  House  and  the  nation.  It 
might,  however,  possibfy  be  the  fact,  that  he  (Mr. 
McK.)'  was  wrong,  and  only  indulged  ancient 
prejudiceSj  and  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina right ;  and  if  such  were  the  case,  he  could 
only  say,  in  his  own  <fefence,  that,  under  the  influ- 
ence of  those  old  doctrines,  the  American  people 
had  enjoyed  a  state  of  prosperity  and  happiness 
unparalleled  in  the  history-  of  man — a  state  of 
prosperity  which  he  fearea  he  would  n^ver  see 
equalled.  He  looked  back  on  those  davs  of  happy 
prosperity  with  the  same  feelings  or  mournful 
regret  with  which  he  looked  back  to  the  days  of 
his  youth,  fearing  that  they,  like  the  days  of  his 
youth,  would  never  again  return— especially  if  the 
Navy  mania  should  prevail. 

Another  ffreat  objection  to  a  navy  with  Mr. 
McK.  was,  that  a  great  proportion  of  the  expense 
would  fall  on  the  agricultural  class  of  the  people, 
and  the  advantages  (if  any)  to  be  derived  from 
the  protection  afforded  by.  it  to  commerce,  would 
be  derived  by  the  mercantile  class.  The  State  of 
Ohio,  for  instance,  will  nay  within  one-third  as 
much  tax  as  the  State  .of  Maryland  or  South  Car' 
olina,  and  nearly  as  much  as  Connecticut,  with 
less  than  one-tenth  of  the  commerce  to  receive 
protection.  Is  it,  therefore,  reasonable  or  just  to 
tax  that  portion  of  the  people  in  order  to  create 
and  support  a  navy  for  the  protection  of  com- 
merce, when  they  have  none,  or  but  little,  to  pro- 
tect ?  But,  it  is  also  true,  that  the  agriculturists 
and  manufacturers  throughout  the  Union  will  pay 
a  large  proportion  of  the  expense  of  creating  and 
supporting  a  navy — perhaps  nine-tenths  thereof-— 
wnile  the  mercantile  class  will  receive  the  great- 
est share  of  the  advantages.  As  a  further  illus- 
tration of  this  subject,  he  would  refer  gentlemen 
to  an  argument  of  Mr.  Gallatin,  made  in  1799,  on 
the  estat)lishmeot  of  a  navy,  in  which  this  point 
was  clearly  demonstrated,  with  an  ability  that 
defied  refutation,  even  by  the  Ingenuity  of  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina. 

Why,  said  Mr.  McK.,  is  this  period  fixed  on  for 
commencing  this  great  Naval  Establishment? 
And  why  was  it  not  commenced  when  our  finan- 
ces were  in  a  more  flourishing  condition—at  a 
time  when  the  means  necessary  to  effect  the  object 
were  possessed  by  the  Government  f  Would  any 
man  sajr  that  the  vessels  proposed  to  be  built  could 
be  furnished  in  time  to  he  serviceable  in  the  ap* 
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proactiinj^  contest?  He  believed  no  nan  would 
hazard  his  repuiation  by  such  an  assertion,  unless 
the  war  should  continue  longer  than  waa  expected. 
It  would  appear  as  if  jErentlemen  were  disposed  to 
take  advantage  of  tlie  fever  of  the  public  mind — 
when  the  people  were  indignant  at  the  conduct 
of  Great  Britain,  and  detertnined  to  have  redress 
almost  without  counting  the  cost ;  and  when  they 
are  most  likely  to  examine  subjects  of  this  sort 
with  the  least  deliberation,  we  are  called  upon  to 
establish  a  permanent  system  which  will  remain  a 
set-fast  on  the  nation  forever.  All  history  proves 
that  it  is  in  such  times  that  the  most  pernicious 
and  ruinous  principles  are  established,  and  we 
seem  disposed  to  follow  the  example.  If  we  are' 
to  become  a  great  naval  power,  let  us  commence 
th«  system  in  times  of  peace  and  tran(}uillity,when 
the  expression  of  public  sentiment  in  relation  to 
it  can  be  fairly  and  dispassionately  had. 

But,  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
Cbbveb)  says,  that  our  Ministers  abroad  ar^  placed 
in  a  very  delicate  and  unpleasant  situation,  be- 
cause our  Navy  is  not  sufficient  to  command  the 
respect  of  foreign  Powers.  So  long,said  Mr.McK., 
as  we  maintain  our  character  at  home^so  long 
as  we  preserve  our  title  to  character  abroad ;  and 
so  long  as  the  people  are  industrious  and  happy — 
it  v^as  to  him  a  matter  of  but  small  concern  whe- 
ther a  Turkish  Bashaw  or  a  potentate  of  Europe 
respected  us  or  not.  If  our  friendship  was  desir- 
able to  them,  it  would  be  courted  ;  if  it  was  not, 
we  could  not  fight  them  into  it  by  twenty-five 
seventy-four  gun  ships  and  forty  frigates.  But, 
if  it  were  an  object  of  primary  importance  with 
the  gentleman  to  render  this  nation  respectable  in 
the  eyes  of  foreign  nations,  his  object  perhaps 
could  be  more  eauly  ejSected  by  assimilating  our 
form  of  Government  more  to  the  forms  of  the  Gov- 
ernments of  Europe— 4>y  making  the  Presidency 
hereditary,  creating  some  Princes  and  Princesses, 
Dukes  and  Duchesses,  Lords  and  Ladies,  Stars 
and  Garters,  The  gentleman  will  then,  perhaps, 
no  loneer  be  told  that  we  are  without  honor  and 
just  pdilical  views  by  the  monarchies  of  the  Old 
World. 

[Mr.  CaEVES  said,  he  would  not  accept  the  gen- 
tleman's project.] 

Mr.  McKee  ^kid,  he  did  not  wish  hiin  to  accept 
it,  neither  would  he  accept  that  gentleman's  naval 
project,  because  the  conse(]uences  to  the  country, 
m  his  opinion,  would  be  similar.  Create  a  great 
national  debt,  impoverish  one  portion  of  the  com- 
munity with  heavy  taxes,  by  which  a  different 
portion  of  the  community  are  benefited^  and  you 
nave  the  foundation  of  a  moneyed  aristocracy, 
which  is  the  substance  which  will,  by  its  own 
operation,  create  substantially  those  distinctions 
in  society  which  in  other  Governments  have 
names. 

Establish  a  navy,  said  Mr.  McK.  and  this  coun- 
try may  bid  farewell  to  peace ;  beeause  you  there- 
by organize  a  class  of  society  who  are  interested 
in  creating  and  keeping  up  wars  and  contention. 
Officers  in  (be  Navy  and  Army  are  mere  cyphers 
in  society  in  times  of  peace,  and  are  only  respect- 
able in  time  of  war,  when  wealth  and  fame  may 


await  their  exertions.  They  are,  therffort,  u* 
terested  in  keeping  up  a  state  of  war,  aad  ba^ 
invested  with  the  management  of  an  instromett 
of  war,  it  is  to  be  expected,  that  it  will  be  used  ia 
some  degree  to  answer  their  own  purposes  t  N& 
man  who  will  reflect  for  a  moment,  but  moulie 
satisfied  that  the  disgraceful  and  lawless  coiniKt 
of  the  British  naval  officers  on  our  coast  oogh 
nated  in  a  desire  on  their  part  to  bring  od  i  vai 
with  this  country,  in  which  they  looked  forward 
to  large  dividends  of  prize  money  ;  and  thesearj 
were  contr%ry  to  the  wish  and  expectatioo  a 
Great  Britain ;  in  one  instance  the  act  wis  d» 
avowed ;  and  it  may  be  asked  why  were  theol* 
cers  not  punished  who  acted  contrary  to  the  wiste 
of  the  Government  ?  The  answer  is  obvious ;  be> 
cause  the  influence  of  the  Navy  in  England  bs 
predominant  that  the  Government  are  tlU 
to  touch  the  subject,  and  the  consequence  u.iiii 
the  Government  are  compelled  to  bear  the  odiua 
of  acts  which  cbey  disapprove ;  and  the  noi 
cause  which  ha^  produced  this  effect  in  £Dgl»i 
if  permitted  to  operate,  will  produce  a  simiitrc;^ 
feet  in  this  country. 

Our  little  Navy  has  already  contributed  mvk 
towards  the  irritation,  which  exists  between  'M 
country  and  England;  and  under  any  other  Pr» 
ident  than  Mr.  Jefferson,  it  would  have  broogb: 
on  a  war  in  1807.  And  what  real  benefit  hts  re- 
sulted from  it  10  the  Gbvernment'?  Hasap»> 
aroott  or  a  buccaneer  ever  been  chastised  by  ihml 
If  they  havcj  he  had  no  recollection  of  the  ca»r 
he  had  seen  indeed  para^pbs  in  the  newsptpoi 
mentioning  that  the  fri|^te  President,  or  soae 
one  of  the  vessels,  had  sailed  from  the  nary  jvi 
to  Norfolk^  from  thence  to  New  York,  and  final  i 
arrived  safe  at  Boston ;  but  for  what  purpose  k 
was  totally  ignorant,  unless,  indeed,  it  was  to  sui 
back  again,  and  furnish  the  materials  fort  oet 
article  for  the  newspapers ;  and  for  these  emioat 
services,  the  American  people  have  already  ptid 
about  $30,(X)0,0(X). 

If,  said  Mr.  McK..  your  twelve  seventy-foon 
and  twenty  frigateswere  built,  you  could  aotDta 
them,  without  resorting  to  impressment  Aid 
the  arguipent  of  the  gentleman  trom  South  Canh 
lina (Mr.  Gheveb)  seems  to  admit  this  fact;  be- 
cause he  summons  the  whole  force  of  his  io^sQ- 
ity  to  prove,  first,  that  you  can  in  time  of  wsr,by 
law,  prevent  your  seamen  from  engaging  oo  boaid 
of  privateers,  beyond  a  certain  number,  tod  s«^ 
ond,  that  if  this  expedient  should  fail,  tou  cat 
man  your  ships  of  war  with  militia.  This,  said 
Mr.  McK.  is  a  monstrous  doetrine,  and  anwooti 
substantially  to  the  doctrine  of  impressinefli, 
which  is  a  perversion  even  of  the  British  eoosti- 
tution.  Whence  do  you  derive  the  power  of  jko-' 
hibiting  your  mariners  from  .engaging  on  board 
of  privateers,  and  thus  by  starvation  forcing  tbeia 
to  engage  in  your  service?  No  such  poveris 
known  in  the  Constitution,  and  any  attempt  t» 
exercise  it  ^if  you  possessed  the  power)  woold 
only  excite  irritation.  With  regard  to  marchiil 
the  militia  on  board  of  your  ships,  or  out  of  tli^ 
United  States,  Mr.  McK.  said,  he  had  been  at  a 
loss  to  know  why  the  gentleman  from  Soatb  Ca^ 
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tiu  (Mr.  Cbbves)  had  ushered  into  this  House 
jdiscussioo  00  that  point  when  the  volunteer  bill 
u  UDder  eotisideratioa ;  because  it  seemed  to 
m  that  this  questian,  as  it  related  to  the  Toiini- 
tt  bill,  was  (as  a  lawyer  would  say)  de  hor$  the 
cord ;  bat  the  matter  is  now  fully  explaioed.  - 
[Mr.  Cbeteb  said  tfaitt  he  had  not  ushered  ihis 
seassioo  into  the  House,  but  -that  the  question 
as  forced  on  him  br  other  gentlemeti,  who  had 
tsed  the  difficulty.] 

Mr.  McKee  said,  be  had  been  led  into  the  er- 
i  by  the  circumstance  that  the  irentleman 
om  South  Carolina  first  Within  his  heariog 
woed  the  discussion  on  this  point  in  the-  House. 
id  he  had  therefore  supppsed  it  had  originated 
ith  him.  That  gentleman  had,  howeyer,  con- 
tided,  that  the  militia  could  l)e  marched  out  of 
e  Uoited  States,  and  now  holds  the  opinion, 
At  in  the  last  resort,  your  ships  may  be  manned 
f  the  same  means.  No.  such  power  is  known  in 
le  CoQstitutioo*  You  have  the  power  of  calling 
It  the  militia  for  three  specified  objects,  to  wit : 
To  execute  the  Jaws  of  ihe'Union,  suppress  in- 
irrectioDs,  aod  repel  invasions.''  Thisrspecifiea- 
>D  of  the  cbjects  for  which  the  militia  may  be 
liled  out,  operates  as  a  Itmitation  of  the  power;  no 
ileofeoDstruction  is  more  universal  or  liable  to 
ver exceptions  in  laworreason,  than  thatagrant 
power,  accompanied  with  a  specification  of  the 
)jccts  to  which  the  power  is  to  be  applied,  is,  in 
K  nature,  a  limitation  of  the  power  to  those  ob- 
ctsalooe;  and  in  this  case  the  power  of  calling 
It  the  militia  is  limited  to  those  objects  and  for 
lose  purposes  which  of  all  others  the  militia  are 
lebest  adapted  to  effect,  and  for  the  effectuation 
which,  it  is  the  most  natural  th^t  the  militia 
ould  be  resorted  to. 

[TheChairman,Mr.  NsLSON^asked  Mr.  McKbb 
be  thought  the  remarks  in  relation  to  marching 
« iQilitia  out  of  the  United  States  were  applica- 
eio  ibe  question  before  the  committee?] 
Mr.  McKeb  said,  unquestionably  he  did  believe 
ftin  applicable )  because  he  contended,  that  the 
ips,  if  bnilt,  could  not  be  manned,  unless  by 
e  militia;  and  if  he  showed  they  could  not  be 
adned  by  the  militia,  he  thereby  proved  that 
eships  ought  not  to  be  bnilt. 
When  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
as  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  Amer- 
an  people,  and  every  objection  which  the  inge* 
Hiy  of  party  rage  could  invent  was  raised  against 
>  ratification  or  adoption,  yet  it  never  occurred 
aajT  one  that  the' militia  could  be  marched  out 
the  United  States ;  and  if  the  history  of  those 
Qes  is  looked  into,  it  will  be  found  that  the 
wer  of  marching  the  militia  of  Georgia  to  New 
ampshire^  and  the  militia  of  Maine  to  Georgia, 
is  the  subject  of  serious  complaint  on  the  part 
the  opposers  of  ihe  Constitution,  and  when 
eh  objections  were  raised,  it  is  evident  that  if 
^r  the  thought  of  marching  the  militia  out 
the  United  Sutes  had  occurred,  or  had  been 
pposed  to  have  been  contained  in  the  instru- 
est,  it  never  would  have  been  ilitified.  It  there- 
'e  seemed  to  him  clear,  that  it  was  not  the  in- 
itioQ  of  the  framers  of  tne  Constitution  to  grant 


to  the  Qovernment  the  power  of  marching  the 
militia  out  of  the  United  States,  and  we  ought 
not  to  invest  ourselves  with  the  power  by  impll* 
cation  or  construction. 

Mr.  McK.  apologized  for  detaining  the  Commit- 
tee so  long,  ne  hoped  gentlemen  would  consider 
well  the  subject  before  they  gave  a  vote  which 
may  not  only  affect  the  present  generation,  but 
extend  its  effects  to  future  generations. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 


Monday,  January  20. 

Mr.  MiTCHiLL  presented  the  petition  of  Charles 
Whitelow,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  prating  for 
permission  to  occupy  a  tract  of  ground  lying  west 
of  the  Capitol  in  the  City  of  Washington,  roHgi'* 
nally  intended  for  a  botanic  garden.)  for  the  pur-^ 
poseof  improving  it  as  an  agrrcultural  and  bo- 
tanical garden ;  stating  his  experience  in  business 
of  this  kind  in  Europe. — Reterred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Jennings  presented  a  representation  of  sun- 
dry inhabitants  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  com- 
plaining of  the  arbitrary  conduct  of  the  Gk^vernor 
of  that  Territory,  in  withholding  his  approbation 
to  an  act  passed  by  the  Legislature,  for  the  re- 
nioval  of  the  seat  of  the  Territorial  Qovernment, 
and  praying  redress. — Referred. 

INCB£A8£  OF  REVENUE. 

Mr.  Bacon  observed  that  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  had  received  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  answer  to  an  in- 
quiry addressed  to  him  by  the  committee,  which 
they  deemed  of  public  importance;  anu  there- 
fore, contrarv  to  their  usual  practice,  the  com- 
mittee had  directed  him  to  con^n^unicate  it  to 
the  House,  in  order  that  it  mi^bt  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  members,  as  it  might  be  some  time 
before  the  committee  would  be  able  to  make  their 
report,  ^nd  by  having  the  letter  of  the  Secretary 
of  Treasury  before  them,  and  their  attention 
drawn  to  the'  subject,  the  House  would  be  better 
able  to  meet  the  consideration-  of  it,  when  it 
shall  be  brought  before  them  by  the  committee. 
Mr.  B.  then  laid  the  letter  of  the  Chairman  of 
the  committee  to  thq  Secretarjr  of  the  Treasury 
with  his  answer  (containing  his  budget  of  pro- 
posed taxes  for  meeting  the  expenses  of  war)  be* 
fore  the  Hoiuie ;  which  being  read, 

Mr.MoeELBT  proposed  that  five  thousand  copies 
of  the  communication  should  be  printed.  This 
motion  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Mit.NOR,  who,  on 
acfcount  of  its  importance,  contended  for  the  ne- 
cessity of  making  it  as  public  as  possible.  It  was 
opposed  by  Mr.  Bacon,  as  improper  and  as  in- 
curring an  unnecessary  expense.  Improper,  be- 
cause tt  would  be  giving  an  undue  sanction  to  a 
letter  to  one  of  the  committees  of  the  House, 
which  had  not  been  acted  upon,  (and  which  it 
was  unusual  to  publish  at  all;)  incurring  an  un- 
necessary expense,  because  the  letter  of  the  Sec- 
retary would  undoubtedly  be  printed  in  every 
newspaper  in  the  United  States,  and  by  this  means 
be  made  more  generally  public,  than  it  would  be 
in  any  other  way. — Motion  niegatived  75  to  42. 


847 


HISTORY  OF  CONaRESS. 


848 


H.opR. 


fncrease  of  Revenue, 


Ja5Uait,IS11 


Mr.  Maxwell  tbeo  moved  that  one  tboasand 
copies  be  printed.  This  motion,  after  some  ob- 
servations from  Messrs.  Wrigbt,  Fisk,  and  Find- 
let,  in  which  they  ur^ed  the  inipropriety  of 
giving^  any  conntenance  to  a  letter,  containing 
propositions  which  would  not  probably  be  agreed 
40  by  Congress,  and  which  would  serve  only  un- 
necessarily to  alarm  the  people,  was  negatived 
60  to  52. 

Mr.  Davenport  moved  to  have  fiY^  hundred 
copies  printed,  which  motion  was  also  negatived, 
and  the  usual  number  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Letter  and  Answer  are  as  follows: 

GoMXiTTXB  Roox,  December  9,  1811. 

8im :    In  your  anqual  report,  prepared  in  obedience 
to  the  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  **  An  act 
to  establish  the  Treasury  Department,"  and  transmit- 
ted to  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  22d  ultimo, 
it  is  sUted, 

1st,  That,  to  place  the  financial  system  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  on  a  solid  foundation,  it  requires  the  aid  of 
a  revenue,  sufficient  at  least,  to  defray  the  ordinary^ 
expenses  of  Government,  and  to  pay  the  interest  on 
the  public  debt,  including  that  on  new  loans  which 
may  be  authorized. 
That  the  expenses  of  the  year  1812,  calculated  on  the 

existing  state  of  affairs,  and  including  the  interest 

on  the  public  debt,  wiU  amount  to  $9,400,000  00 
That  the  whole  amount  of  actual  receipts 

into  the  Treasury,  during  the   year 

1812«  may  be  estimated  at         •        -  8,200,000  00 


Leaving  a  deficiency  (which  it  is  pro- 
posed to  supply  by  authoriiing  a  loan) 
of-        -        -        -        -'- 

And  that  an  authority  to  borrow  a  sunu 
equal  to  that  which  will  be  reimbursed 
of  the  principal  of  the  public  debt, 
during  that  year,  will  be  necessary. 


1,200,000  00 


amounting  to  not  less  than 


-  2^136,818  41 


Making  the  whole  sum,  which  it  is  pro- 
posed should  be  provided  fi>r  by  loan 


for  that  year    - 


$3,335,318  41 


Under  this  \iew  of  the  subject,  th6  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  instructed  me  to  inquire  of  you,  whe- 
ther, according  to  the  principle  first  above  stated,  it  does 
not  become  necessary  to  provide  *'  a  fixed  revenue," 
to  be  received  during  the  year  1812,  equal  as  well  to 
the  estimated  expense  of  that  year,  and  amounting, 
as  above  stated,  to  $9,400,000,  as  also  to  the  interest 
which  will  arise  on  the  proposed  loan  of  $1,200,000  ; 
or,  otherwise,  whether  it  ia  proposed  to  provide  for  the 
payment  of  such  interest  out  of  the  money  of  the  Trea- 
enry  at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  or  firom  any 
other  source  ? 

2d.  It  is  stated  in  your  report,  **  that  a  fixed  reve- 
nue of  about  nine  millions  of  dollars  is  necessaiy,  under 
the  existing  circumstances  of  the  United  States  ;  and 
that  the  same  amount  would  be  necessary,  and,  with 
the  aid  of  loans,  will,  in  your  opinion^  be  sufficient,  in 
case  of  war.** 

In  reference  to  this  state  of  things,  the  Committee 
wish  you  to  state,  whether,  as,  in  the  event  of  war, 
increased  loans  will  undoubtedly  be  required,  it  will 
be  necessaiy  to  provide  an  additional  and  gradually  in- 
creanng  revenue,  to  pay  tiie  interest  on  siKh  loans  1 


3d.  It  is  stated  in  your  report,  "  that  the  pcTaiMi 
revenue,  or  annual  receipts,  after  the  year  1812,  (ak» 
lated  on  the  existing  state  of  afihirs,)  together  vith  « 
addition  of  fifty  per  cent  oa  the  psesent  imoirorrf 
duties,  may  be  estimated  at  nine  millioos  of  dsikt, 
and  that,  should  any  deficiency  arise,  in  the  t^m4 
war,  it  may  be  suppUed,  without  difficulty,  br  a  fnte 
increase  of  duties,  by  a  reetstation  of  that  oa  nk^iii 
by  a  proper  selection  of  moderate  internal  taxcLT 

The  Committee  request  that  yon  wonld  CifoctiMi 
with  the  best  opinion  which  you  are  able  to  fcns  [at 
culated  on  the  event  of  war)  of  the  probable  tmoutrf 
the  receipts  from  duties ;  a  spedficatioB  of  the  inoas 
of  duties  which  you  would  think  pra^cable  an^  » 
visable  ;  an  estimate  of  the  amount  of  that  on  ak, 
and  such  a  selection  of  moderate  internal  taxes  u  j:c 
would  reccommend,  with  the  probable  expeaseofo 
lection,  and  the  amount  of  net  revenue  estimated  a 
arise  therefiom. 

4th.  The  Committee  request  that  you  would  foitid 
them,  in  connexion  with  your  replies  to  the  preeeii) 
inquiries,  with  an  estimate  of  ways  and  means,  (ai» 
lated  on  the  event  of  war,)  which  will  provide  a  n^ 
nue  sufficient  to  meet  the  ordinary  expenses  of  Gi<^ 
emment,  and  provide  for  the  legal  reimbarsemeot  ol 
interest  of  the  public  debt,  including  the  interea  a 
new  loans,  to  the  amount  at  least  of  teia  miUiov  i 
dollars  per  ai^nuni,  accompanied  with  such  a  sd^si 
for  the  reimbursement  of  the  prindpai  of  the  di>v  bis 
as  you  should  deem  expedient,  together  with  aA 
opinions  as  you  may  have  formed  cespecting  the  ten 
on  which  such  loans  may  probably  be  obtaioed;  ihu 
such  further  views  or  information,  connected  wittv 
touching  the  foregoing  objects  of  inq)uiy,  as  joo  bi? 
deem  necessary  and  expedient. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, ;« 
obedient  servant,  £.  BAC05- 

Hon.  ALaxuT  Gaixatiit,  Su,  Treantry. 

TnxASunx  BxrAmmavT,  Jon.  10,  IB  It 

8»:  In  answer  to  the  first  inquiry  of  the  Cosiail- 
tee  of  Ways  and  Meaner  relative  to  the  intereit  anal 
on  the  nroposed loan  of  $1,200,000,  neoenaiy  tosfi|i|iH 
the  dendency  in  the  receipt!  of  the  year  1612, 1  bcf 
leave  to  observe  that  that  item  was  not  iiicliKk<i 
amongst  the  expenses  of  that  year,  becsuee,  the  «t^ 
mate  being  made  with  reference  to  the  expenites  a!w 
which  had  previously  been  authorized  by  law,  and  t 
considerable  proportion  of  those  on  account  of  the  pub- 
lic debt  foiling  on  the  last  day  of  the  year.it  wooidDeC 
have  been  necessary,  in  that  view  of  the  snloeci,  te 
borrow  that  sum  previous  to  that  day,  and  the  intereS 
would  not,  therefore,  have  become  a  charge  till  tk 
year  1813. 

With  respect  to  the  second  inquiry  of  the  Coma»r 
tee,  it  was  certainly  contempUted,  in  confbnnitj  viu 
the  recommendation  of  the  President,  wboee  tifff^ 
siona  were  adopted  in  .'the  report,  '*  to  raise  a  xtwatt 
sufficient,  at  least,  to  defray  the  ordinary  et^aiti^l 
Government,  and  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  pew 
debt,  including  that  on  new  loans  which  majheaa- 
thorixed.'*  The  sum  of  about  nine  miUiDDa  of  doiw 
was  aasumed  aa  answering  that  deseriptioa  ^^'  !^ 
pesent,  and  the  expression  of  "  fixed  reveaQei"  whn 
had  been  used  in  reference  to  existing  circuo»tsoc& 
was  inadvertently  applied  to  the  case  of  war.  l\  ^ 
undoubtedly  be  proper,  as  remarked  by  theCoomitw* 
to  provide,  annually,  an  additional  and  gnd^^^ 
oreasing  revenue,  sufficient  to  pay  the  intereatoB  v 
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ins  required  in  the  event  pf  war*'  If,  therefore,  the 
ID  for  the  present  year  will»  according  16  the  eug- 
ftion  of  the  Committee,  amount  to  ten  millions  of 
lOtrs,  the  receipts  into  the  Treasury,  to  be  provided 
r  the  year  1813,  should  on  those  data,  amount  to 
out  nine  millions  six  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
The  Committee  ask,  in  the  neit  plaoe,  the  best 
linion  which  I  am  able  to  form  of  the  probable 
aoant  of  receipts  from  duties  on 'merchandise,  in  the 
ent  of  war. 

As  that  amount  will  depend  on  the  extent  of  the 
mmerce  between  the  United  Sta^tes  and  nations  at 
•ce  with  them,  and  on  the  numbers  of.  the  captureii 
ipeetively  made  by  our  own  privateets,  and  by  the 
lemy,  it  is  a  matter  of  cunjeeture,  and  not  a  subject 
calculation ;  for  which  reason  it  was  stated  in  &e 
port,  that  that  amount  oould  not  at  present  be  de- 
rmined.  Considering  the  restrictions  laid  by  France 
I  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  with  her  own 
ttainions  and  ether  countries  under  her  influence, 
e  dangers  to  which  our  commerce  with  the  Baltic 
id  with  China  will  he  exposed,  the  relations  of  £ng> 
nd  with  Portugal  and  with  Spain,  and  also  that  no 
considerable  p«rt  of  the  captures  made  by  our  priva- 
en  will  be  sent  into  foreign  ports,  a  great  defalcation 
.  the  receipts  on  duties  on  •imported  merchandise 
Qst  be  expected.  The  amount,  under  existing  laws 
id  circumstances,  has,  from  correct  data,  been  stated 
the  annual  report  at  six  millions  of  dollars.  It 
oukl,  in  my  opinion,  be  unsafe,  in  an  estimate  of 
tys  and  means,  intended  to  be  ««lied  on  with  cer- 
intv,  to  calculate,  in  the  erent  of  a  war,  oh  more 
«D  two  million  five  hundred  thousand  doUars,  at  the 
:tcent  rate  of  duties. 

To  the  next  inquiry  of  ^e  Committee*  respecting 
« increase  of  those  duties  which  is  thought  praetica- 
e  tnd  advisable,  it  is  answered,  without  hesitation, 
a1  the  rate  of  dirties  may,  in  the  ereni  of  war,  be 
ttbled,  without  danger  or  inoonTenience.  There 
ill,  in  such  event,  be  less  danger  of  smuggling,  at 
at  rate,  than  there  ia  now,  with  the  existing  duties, 
nth  that  increase,  the  duties  will  stiU  be  much  less, 
a  an  aTerage,.  than  those  paid  on  importations  in 
Qgland,  France,  and  most  other  countries.  And 
My  will  be  collected  with  more  ease  to  GoTernment, 
id  less  incouTenience  to  the  people,  than  could  be 
nised,  to  the  same  amount,  in  any  other  manner. 
A  duty  on  imported  salt  might  now  be  calculated 
i  at  least  three  million  0ve  hundred  thousand  bush- 
';  hut,  in  time  of  war,  cannot  be  estimated  on  more 
lan  two  millions  of  bushels,  pfoducing*  at  the  rate  of 
^cnty  cents  per  bushel,  four  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
'^  duties  on  tonna^  and  imported  merchandise,  in- 
eluding  the  former  duty  on  salt,  and  doubling  the 
rate  of  all  the  others,  woul^,  according  to  that  esti- 
inate,  amount  to  -        -        -        -  $6,400,000 

0  which,  adding  the  proceeds  of  the  sales 
of  public  lands,  estimated,  as  by  the  an- 
nual report,  at      -        -        -        •        •       600,000 


-  6,000,000 

-  3,600,000 


4 

Makes  an  aggregate  q(     •  > 
And  leaves  a  deficiency  of 

^  order  to  complete  the  net    revenue, 
wanted  for  the  service  of  1813,  of  -  $d,600,000 


On  the  basis  of  annual  loans  of  ten  millions  of  dol- 
^}  during  the  continuance  of  the  war,  (which  is  the 
am  aasuQied  by  the  committee,  and  which,  cQBsider- 


ing  the  expenses  already  toted  by  Congress,  is  not 
more  than  will  he  wanted,  and  estimating  at  the  lowest 
rate  the  interest  on  the  loan  of  1813,  the  deficiency 
for  1814,  to  be  provided  for  by  other  sources,  will 
amount  to  four  million  two  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
The  expenses  of  assessmebt  and  collection,  and  inci- 
dental losses,  on  the  internal  taxes,  from  >  the  proceeds 
of  which  this  deficiency  must  be  supplied,  may  be 
estimated  at.  fifteen  per  cent.  In  order  to  produce  « 
net  revenue  of  four  million  two  hundted  thousand 
dollars,  the  gross  amount  of  taxes  must  therefore  be 
near  five  millions  of  dollars.  As  the  taxes,  which  may 
be  organised  during  the  present  session  of  Congress, 
win  not  become  due  till  the  ensuing  year,  and  as  it  is 
sufficiently  ascertained,  fro^'uniTersal  experience,  thai 
taxes  will  not  produce  their  full  nominad  amount  the 
first  year  ^ey  are  in  operation,  it  may  be  relied  on 
that  a  grofcs  amount  of  five  roiUions,  intendetTto  pro- 
duoe  a  net  revenue  of  four  million  two  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  will  not  yield  that  sum  till  the  year  1814, 
nor  produce,  in  1813,  more  than  the  required  sum  o{ 
three  million  six  hundred  .thoijsand  dollars.  Five  mil- 
lions of  dollars  will,  therefore,  be  assumed  as  ,the  gross 
amount^f  taxes  (including  the  expenses  of  assessment 
and  collection,  and  the  incidental  losses)  necessary  to 
be  raised  at  this  time.  That  sum  is  calculated  to* 
cover  the  interest  on  the  loans  of  ten  millions  a  year, 
wanted  for  the  service  of  the  years  1613  and  1813, 
leaving  the  selection  of  additional  taxes,  which  may 
thereafter  be  necessary  to  provide  for  the  interest  of 
subsequent  loans,  to  be  made  according  to  the  expe- 
rience which  will  be  afifordjed  by  those  two  years. 

Before  I  proceed  to  answer  the  inquiry  of  the  com- 
mittee, respecting  a  selection  of  the  internal  taxes  now^ 
necessary,  permit  me  to  observe,  that  it  was  stated  in 
the  annual  report  of  December  10,  1808,  that  *'no 
interna}  taxes,  either  direct  or  indirect,  were  contem-. 

Slated,  even  in  the  case  of  hostilities  carried  against, 
le  two  great  belligerent  Powers"-— an  assertion  which 
renders  it  necessary  to  ahow  that  the  prospect  then 
held  out  was  not  deceptive,  and  why  it  has  not  been 
realized. 

The  balance  in  the  Treasury  amounted,  at  that  time, 
to  near  fourteen  millions  of  dollars ;  but,  aware  that  that  . 
surplus  would,  in  a  short  time,  be  expended,  and  having 
stated  that  the  revenue  was  daily  decreaaing,  it  was,  in 
the  same  report,  proposed  ^*  that  all  the  existing  duties 
should  be  doubled  on  importations  subsequent  to  the 
first  day  of  January,  1809*"  As  the  net  revenues  ac-> 
crued  from  customs  during  the  three  years,  1809, 1810, 
and  1811,  has,  without  any  increaseof  duties,  exceeded 
twenty-six  millions  of  dollars,  it  follows  that,  if  the 
measure,  then  submitted,  had  been  adopted,  we  should, 
after  making  a  large  deduction  for  any  supposed  dim- 
inution of  consumption  arising  from  the  proposed  in- 
crease, have  had,  at  this  time,  about  twenty  millions 
of  dollars  on^  hand — a  sum  greater  than  the  net  amount 
of  the  proposed  internal  taxes  for  four  years. 

In  proportion  aa  the  ability  to  borrow  ii  diminished, 
the  necessity  of  resorting  to  taxation  is  increased.  It 
is,  therefore,  als»  proper  to  observe,  that,  at  that  time, 
the  subject  of  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  had  been  referred  by  the  Senate  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;  nor  had  any  symptom 
appeared,  from  vraich  its  absolute  dissolution,  without 
any  subkftute,  could  have  then  been  anticipated.  The 
renewal,*  ip  some  shape,  and  on  a  more  extensive  sca^, 
waa.Vconfiently  relied  on ;  and,  accordingly,  in  the  re- 
porf'mmde  during  the  same  seasion,  to  the  Senate,  the 
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propriety  of  increiufiiig  tho  capita)  of  the  bank  to  thirty 
miffions  of  idoUais,  was  aubmittod,  with  the  condition 
that  that  inetitution  should,  if  required,  be  obliged  to 
lend  one-half  of  itarcapitaKto  the  United  Statea.  The 
amount  thua  loaned  might,  without  any  ineonTenienoe, 
have  been  increaaed  to  twenty'  milliona.  And  with 
twenty  milliona  of  dollars  in  hand,  an4  loans  being 
secured  for  twenty  millions  more,  without  any  increase 
x>f  the  stock  of  the  public  debt  at  market,  internal  tax* 
ation  would  have  been  xinnecessary  for  at  leaft  four 
years  of  war,  nor  any  other  resource  been  wanted,  than 
an  additional  annual  loan  of  &ye  millions— a  sum  suffi- 
ciently moderateto  be  obtained  from  individuals^  and 
on  favorable  terms. 

These  observations  are  made  only  in  reference  to' 
the  finances  and  resources  of  the  General  (rovernment 
Considerations  of  a  different  nature  have,  on  both  these 
subjects,  produced  a  different  resnlt,  which  makes  a 
resort  to  Internal  taxes,  now,  necessary,  and  will  ren- 
der loans  more  difficult  to  obtain,  and  their  terras  less 
iavorable. '  But  the  resources  of  the  cbuntry  remain 
Ihe  same  l  ^nd,  if  promptly  and  earnestly  brotight  into 
action,  will  be  found  amply  sufficient  to  meet  the  pres- 
ent emergency.  With  respect  to  internal  taxes,  the 
whole  amount  to  be  raised  is  so  moderate,  when  com- 
pared either  with  the  population  and  wealth  of  the 
IJnited  States,  or  with  the  burdens  laid  on  European 
nations  by  their  Governments,  that  no  doubt  exisu  of 
the  ability  or  will  of  the  people  to  pay,  without  any 
real  inconvenience,  and  with  cheeHulness,  the  pro- 
posed war  taxes.  For,  it  is  still  hoped  that  the  ordinary 
peace  revenue  of  the  United  States  will  be  sufficient  to 
,  reimburse,  within  a  reasonable  period,  the  loans  ob- 
tained during  the  war,  and  that  neither  K  perpetual 
and  increasing  public  debt,  nor  a  permanent  system  of 
ever  progressing  taxation  shall  be  entailed  on  the 
nation.  These  evils  cannot,  however,  be  otherwise 
avoided,  than  by  the  aoeedy  organization  of  a  certain 
revenue.  Delays  in  that  respect,  and  a  reKanoe  on 
indefinite  loans,  to  delray  the  iHrar  expenditure,  the 
ordinary  expenses  of  Government,  and  the  interest  on 
the  loans  themselves,  would  be  equally  unsafe  and 
ruinous — would  in  a  ahort  time,  injure  public  credit, 
impair  the  national  resources,  and  ultimately  render 
much  heavier  and  perpetual  tales  absolutely  necessary. 
^  Of  the  gross  amount  of  five  millions  of  dollars  to  be 
now  provided,  according  to  the  preceding  estimates,  by 
internal  taxation,  it  is  respectfully  proposed  that  three 
millions  should  be  raised  by  a  direct  tax,  and  two  mil- 
lions by  indirect  taxes. 

The  sum  of  three  millions  will  not,  considering  the 
increase  of  population,  be  a  much  greater  direct  tax 
than  that  of  two  millions,  voted  in  the  year  1 798.  To 
this,  permit  me  to  add  another  view  of  the  subject. 

The  direct  taxes,  laid  by  the  several  Statee  during 
the  last  yeans  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  were  generally 
•more  heavy  than  could  be  paid  with  convenience.  But, 
during  the  years  1785  to  1789,  an  annual  direct  tax  of 
more  than  200^000  dollars  (205,189)  was  raiaed  in 
Pennsylvania,  which  was  not  oppressive^  and  was  paid 
wifli  great  punctuality*  The  increase  of  population  of 
that  State,  between  the  years  1767  and  1812,  is,  in  the 
ratio  of  about  four  to  nine.  A  tax  of  460,000  dollars, 
payable  in  tbe  year  1813,  is  not  higher,  in  proportion 
to  nopulation,  alpne,  and  without  regard  even  to  the 
still  greater  increase  of  wealth,  and  of  circulating  me- 
dium, than  a  tax  of  200,000  dollatv  was  in  the^year 
1787.  But  the  quota  of  Pennsylvania,  on  a  tax  of 
fhree  millione  of  doUars,  will  (counting  Orleans  aa  a 


Sute)  hardly. exceed  965,000  doUan.  The  pnpoMd 
tax  will,  therefore,  so  far  as  relates  to  Penns;iTuui,be 
near  twenty  per  cent,  lighter,  in  proportion  t»  tbe  » 
spective  population,  than  that  paid  dnriog  the  jem 
1785  to  1769. 

The  rule  of  apportionment,  prescrfted  by  thf  C«d- 
stituUoh,  operates  with  perhaps  aa  much  equality  usi 
practicable,  in  telatioB  to  Stales  not  materially  diis' 
mg  in  wealth  and  aitoation.  It  may,  therefore,  k  a- 
ferred,  that  a  direct  tax,  which  is  not  greater  tbu 
Pennsylvania  can  pay  with  facility,  vrtU  not  preshn- 
vily  upon  any  of  the  other  Atlantic  States.  It » oalj 
in  reference  to  the  Western  States  that  the  Cooaiii' 
tional  rule  of  appoftianment,  according  lo  the  ws^ 
ive  number  of  inhabitants  in  each  State,  may  be  9s^ 
posed  to  be  unequal.  Being  at  a  i^eater  distance  fra 
a  market,  and  havingv  on  account  of  the  reeeot  date<( 
their  settlements,  less  accumnlated  capital,  it  ii  ca> 
lainly  true  that  they  cannot,  in  proportion  to  tkv 
population,  pay  aa  much,  or  with  the  same  fsdlitT,  a 
the  Atlantic  Statea.  Two«oonsideratioBa  will^bowets, 
much  diminish  the  weight,  if  they  do  not  altogetKa 
obviate  that  objection. 

1.  Of  the  artielee  aetuaUy  oonsmned  in  the  ^'eitra 
States,' there  are  twoof  general  cansamptlon,  on  wbiii 
duties  are  laid,  or  proposed  to  be  laid,  and  en  ifi^i 
being  articles  produced  in  those  States^  they  will  pp 
nothing,  or  less  than  the  Atlantic  States.  Os  ak 
they  will  pay  nothing,  aa  the  whole  quantity  confesd 
there  is  of  domestic  origin ;  and  this  obaemtiot  if* 
fords  an  argument  in  fiivor  <of  the  reatoratioa  of  At 
duty  on  that  article,  fuice  it  vrill  tend  \o  eqoalise  tb 
operation  of  the  direct  tax*  A  considerable  part  ot  (k 
sugar  those  States  consume  (near^  aeven  mittioBitf 
pounds)  is  also  the  produce  of  the  maple,  and  pavi  a» 
duty.  And,  in  time  of  war,  it  is  probable  that  the  i» 
idue  of  their  eonaumption  will,  in  a  great  d^ree,  caa- 
sist  of  New  Orleaaa sugar;  also  duty  free. 

2.  A  cohsiderable  portion  of  the  direct  taxea^io  tkw 
States,  is  laid  on  lands  Cwned  by  persons  re^diag  a 
other  States,  and  wilt  not  fall  on  the  inhabitants.  & 
appears,  by  a  late  offitial  statement,  that  more  tiA 
two-thirds  of  the  land  tax  of  the*  State  of  Ohio  are 
raised  on  lands  owned  by  non-residents.  The  pertaaa 
of  the  quota  of  that  State  on  the  United  States*  dinet 
tax,  which  will  be  payable  by  its  inhabitants,  wiil,  ftr 
that  reason  alone,  be  reduced  to  one-third  part  9S  tkt 
nominal  amount  of  such  quota.  And,  ahhoogli  ibe 
proportion  may  not  be  the  aame  in  the  other  Weateis 
States,  it  is  well  known  that  a  similar  reaolt,  ^vif^ 
not  perhaps  to  the  same  extent,  will  take  plaee  in  alL 

From  every  view  whidi  has  been  taken  of  the  aa^ 
ject^  it  satisfactorily  appears  that  the  propoeed  amonst 
of  three  milhons  is  m<>deratc,  and  cannot  be  pfodart- 
ive  of  any  real  inconvenience^  provided  that  the  ob- 
jects on  which  the  tax  shall  be  assessed  be  praperiy 
selected. 

A  direct  tax  may  be  aasessed  either  on  tbe  vhek 
amount  of  the  property  or  income  of  the  people,  tf  ^& 
certain  specific  objects  selected  for  that  purpwe.  The 
first  mode  may,  on  abstract  principles^  be  cooflSoed 
as  most  correct,;  and  a  tax  laid  in  caseofae!eeti»iOe 
the  same  articles,  in  all  the  States,  aa  was  done  in  the 
direct  tax  of  1798,  is  recommended  by  its  nnifiinairr, 
and  supported  by  respectable  authority.  It  ia,  nera^ 
theless,  believed  that  the  systems  of  taxation,  reapecf- 
ively,  adopted  by  the  several  States,  matured,  wfi^- 
fied,  and  improved,  as  they  have  been  by  long  expa- 
rien<;e,  will  generally  be  found  to  be  beat  adapted  to 
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le  local  situation,  and  circnxnaUnees  of  each  8Ute ; 
1(1  they  are  eertainl>  most  congenial  with  the.^ieel'' 
igs  and  habits  of  the  people.  It  is  therefore  proposed 
lat  the  direct  tax  should  be  laid  and  assessed  in  each 
tate  upon  the  same  objects  of  taxation  on  which  the 
rect  taxes,  kvied  under  the  authority  of  the  State, 
-e  laid  and  asseased. 

The  attempt  made,  under  the  former  direot  tax  of 
te  United  State%  to  eqaalbe  the  tax  by  aQthoriaing 
Board  of  Cdmmiaaionen^  ia  eac^  State,  to  correct 
le  valuations  made  by  the  local  aasetaon.  was  at- 
nded  with  considerable  expense,  and  productive  of 
raat  delay.  In  order  to  obviate  4his  inooAvenience, 
if  proposed  that  the  ^uota  asaigned  to^eacb  States 
aording  to  the  rale  prescribed  by  the  Conatitutioii, 
lonid  be  apportioned  by  law  amongsl  the  aetveral 
unties,  towns^  or  other  subdivisionB  of  each  State  t 
lopting,  in  ea<^  State,  whera  aetata  tax. is  now  levied, 
IS  apportionment  of  die  St$te  tax,  whether  that  be  an 
Molute  quota,  fixed  by  a  previous  State  law  on  the 
wnty  or  town,,  or  whether  it  be  only  the  amount 
hich  shall  ^pear  to  have  been  last  lai4  on  aujeh 
mnty  by  the  operation  of  the  geperal  State  laws,  im- 
MiDg  a  direct  tax ;  making  the  apportionroenr  in  the 
totes  where  no  Slate  tax  is  now  levied,  according  0 
IS  best  informatioii  and  -materials  which  can  be  ob- 
ined;  and  authoriiing  the  States,  respectively,  to 
ler  the  apportionment  thua.made  by  law,  at  any  time 
levious  to  the  day  fixed  by  law  for  anessiog.the  Uni- 
d  States'  tax  on  individuals.  The  whole  procees  of 
■CBsment  will  thereby  be  reduced  to  that  of  asaeas' 
ig  the  quota  of  each  ooun^,  town,  or  other  anbdi' 
inon,  on  the  lands  and  inhabitants  of  such  diTision. 
will  foe  as  fimpla,  and  may  be  efieeted  as  promptly, 
id  with  aa  little  expense,  as  the  assessment  of  a 
mnty  tax ;  and  the  objects  of  taxation  being  the 
ine,  it  may  be  still  m^re  facilitated  by  authorizing  an 
loption  of  die  State  assessment  on  individuals,  when* 
rer  it  may  be  obtained  from  the  proper  authority. 

With  respect  to  indirect  taxes,  it  dods  not  appear 
ecetsaiy  to  resort  to  any  other  thati  those  which  had 
MQ  formerly  levied  by  the  United  States.  As  they 
ere  in  operation  during  several  years,  their  defects, 
Qd  the  modifications  and,improvements  of  which  they 
K  susceptible,  are  better  understood  than  new  taxes 
raid  bew  With  some  alterations  they  may  produce 
le  amount  now  wanted ;  and  it  does  not  appear  that 
1)7  other,  equally  productive,  o6uld  be  substituted 
ith  any  real  advantage*  The  gross  amount  of  those 
aei,  in  the  year  1801,  was  near  one'  million  of  dol- 
n.  They  would,  according  to  the  increase  of  popu'^ 
|tion,  and  without  any  augmentation  in  their  rate, 
i«i(I,  now,  near  $1,460,000.  An  average  increase  of 
Mut  fifty  per  cent,  in  the  rato  would  produce  the 
i^tided  grross  amount  of  two  millions,  nut  it  is  be- 
sted that  that  increase  ougbt  not  to  be  fhe  same  in 
1  those  taxes,  and  that  some  are  susceptible  of  greater 
igmentation,  or  extension,  than  others. 

1-  JhUit8  on  domatic  tpiriis  diafUled. — There  i» 
ot  any  more  eligible  object  of  taxation  than  ardent 
>rrits.  But  the  mode  of  taxation  is  liable  to  strong 
injections,  particularly  with  respect  to  persons  who 
re  not  professional  manufacturers,  and  who,  only  oc- 
tonally,  distil  the  produce  of  their  farms.  It  is  there- 
|fe  proposed,  that  w  duties  on  the  quantity  of  spirits 
iitiUed  should  be  levied  only  on  spirits  distffled  fiom 
•reign  materials,  at  the  rate  of  ten  cents  per  gallon, 
■tilled,  and  on  other  distilleries  employing  stiUs,  the 
Sgregate  of  whicb  Aall  contain  more  than  four  hun- 


dred gallons,  at  the  rate  of  three  cents  per  gallon,  die* 
tilled  'r  and  that,  instead  of  a  duty  on  tae  spirits,  orof 
lU:enses  in  proportion  to  the  time  employed,  alb  other 
d^tillers  should  only  pay  an  annual  tax  of  five  dollara 
for  each  still  solely  employed  in  the  distillation  of  fruity 
and  of  ^fleen  dollars  for  each  still  otherwise  employed. 
,  This  tax  may,  also,  still,  without  reference  to  time,  be 
made  to  vary  according  to  the  size  of  the  stills.  At 
those  rates,  this  class  of  duties  is  estimated  to  prodnee, 
at  most,  $400,000;  and  it  is  intended,  in  that  case, 
tbiat  another  dut^  should  be  levied  on  the  same  article, 
in  the  shape  of  hoenses  to  retailers.  By  the  adoption 
of  tfuii  mode,  (he  expenses  of  collection  wiU  be  con- 
siderably diminished,  penalties  for  not  entering  stills 
will  be  unnecessary,  and  they  will  be  confined,  with 
respect  to  country  stills,  to  the  case  of  clandestine  4ia- 
tilling  without  paying  the  tax. 

2d.  Duties  an  refined  9ugar* — A  duty  double  of  that 
.  heretofore  laid,  viz  :  at  the^ate  of  four  cents  per  jk)und, 
is  estimated  to  produce  200,000  dollars.    The  draw- 
back, both  of  that  duty  and  of  that  on  the  importation 
,of  the  raw  material,  to  be  allowed. 

3d.  Licenses  to  reiaHerSf — These  are  believed  to  be 
susceptible  of  considerable  and  very  proper  augmenta- 
tion and  extension.  The  following  rates  are  estimated 
to  produce  700,000  dollars. 

.  For' a  license  to  retail  wines  ...  $20 
do.  .  do.  spirits  generally  -  -  20 
do.  do.  domestic  spirits  only         .     '    15 

do..       ,    do.  any  other  species  of  foreign 

merchandise    -        *        >        10 

Tavern  keepers,  licensed  under  the  authority  of  any 
State,  and  not  living  in  any  city,  town,  village,  or  with- 
in five  miles  thereof  to  be  excepted.  Every  other  per- 
son who  setbi  wines,  foreign  spirits,,  or  foreign  mer- 
chandiise,  otherwise  than  in  the  vessel  or  package  of 
importation,  or  in  the  case  of  dry  goods,  otherwise  than 
by  the  piece,  and  every  person  who  sells  domestic  spi- 
rits in  lesa  quantity  than  thirty  gallons,  to  be  considered 
as  a  retailer. 

4th.  Duties  on  sales  at  aac/ion.-o-T&ese,  confined  to 
the  sale  of  articles  of  foreign  produce  or  manufacture, 
and  at  the  same  rate  as  heretofore,  may  produce  about 
50,000  dollars. 

0th.  Duties  upon  carriages  for  the  conteyanee  of 
persons* — ^These  duties,  admng  at  the  rate  of  fifty  per 
cent,  on  the  duties  formeriy  raised,  are  estimated  €o 
produce  150,000  dollars. 

6th.  Stamp  duties,-^An  association  of  ideas  which 
connects  these  duties  with  the  attempt  of  Great  Brit- 
ain to  tax  America,  and  which  might,  with  equal  pro- 
priety, attach  odium  to  the  duty  on  the  importation  of 
tea,  has  rendered  their  name  in  some  degree  unpopu- 
lar. The  great  extension  of  post  roads,  and  the  facility 
of  distribution,  have,  however,  removed  the  most  sub- 
stantial objection  to  which  they  were  liable.  They  do 
not  appear  to  be  more  inconvenient  than  any  other  in- 
ternal tax,  and  the  expenses  of  collection  are  less  than 
on  nny  other,  being  only  a  commission  on  the  sale,  and 
the  oopt  of  paper  and  stamping*  At  the  same  rate  as- 
heretofore,  with  the  exteption  of  bank  notes,  on  which 
an  increase  appears  proper,  (widi  an  option  to  the . 
banks  to  pay  one-twentieth  part  of  their  dividends  in 
lieu-  thereof,}  they  are  estimated  to  produce  500,000 
dollars. 

RecapiMaiion* 
Direct  tax,  gross  amount  - 


Dutiea  on  apirits  and  liieenses  to  distillers, 
gross  amount        •        -    ^-$400,000 


-  $3,000,000 


855 


filSTOET  OF  CONGRESS. 


856 


H.  OF  R. 


tnereoMe  of  Revenue. 


jAVVABTjSlt 


.  1     y  ..  ■  .t  ■■■.  J 


Refined  lug^r,  grois  amount 

-    200,000 

Retaflera'  licenBOft,'    do..     - 

.    700,000 

Bales  at  auction,       do.   .  - 

-      50,000 

Duties  on  carnages,  do.     - 

-     150,000 

Stamp  duties,            6d.     • 

-    bOOfiOO 

■ 

- 

2,000,000 

Total  gross  amount  •  6,000,000 

Deduct  expenses  of  assessment  and  collec- 
tion, and  losses,  estimated  at  fifteen  per 
cent. -       760,000 


Net  amount  eiltimated  for  1814,     *   4,260,000 


But  are  not  estimated  to  yield,  in  1813, 


more  than    - 


-    3(600,000 


Most  of  the  internal  taxes  have  been  estimated  at 
their  maximum;  but  it  is  hoped  that  any  defalcation 
from  the  estimated  amount  will  be  compensated  by  a 
diminution  in  the  expenses  of  collection,  which  havo 
also  been  computed  at  the  highest  rate. 

For  the  superintendence  of  those  taxes,  both  direct 
and  indirect,  it  appears  indispensable  that  the  office  of 
commissioner  of  the  revenue  should  be  re-established. 
For  their  collection,  the  former  offices  of  supervisor 
and  inspector  are  believed  to  have  been  unnecessary 
and  injurious  links  in  the  system,  and  that  the  expense 
will  be  diminished,  and  the  collection  and  accounts- 
bility  better  seeured,  by  the  division  or  the  States  into 
convenient  collection  districts,  and  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  collector  to  each  district,  who  will  pay  into 
the  Treasury,  and  be  immediately  accountable  to  that 
department,  in  the  same  manner  na  the  collectors  of 
customs.    This  arrangement,  the  greater  amount  to 
be  collected,  and  the  simplification  ii^  the  objects  and 
mode  of  taxation,  will,  it  is  hoped,  reduce,  in  a  abort 
time,  the  expenses  of  collection  of  the  indirect  taxes  to 
seven  and  a  half  instead  of  thirteen  per  cent.,  .which 
they  formerly  cost,  when  brought  to  their  highest  degree 
of  improvement.  In  estimating  the  charges  on  the  direct 
tax  at  fifteen  per. cent.,  five  per  cent,  have  been  allowed 
for  the  assessment,  five  per  cent  for  the  collection,  luid 
five  per  «ent.  for  losses.    This  last  item  is  principally 
on  account* of  losses  on^urueaied  lands,  and  on  some 
remote  districts  of, country,  and  is  not  susceptibly  of 
much  reduction.    That  for  assessment  may  be  lessened 
in  those  States  where  Ihe  objects,  of  taxation  do  not 
require  an  annual  valuation,  or  where  the  State  or 
county  assessments  may  be  used.    The  expense  of 
collection  proper  may  be,  also,  in  some  degree,  les- 
sened in  cities  and  populous  districts,  and  by  uniting 
it  with  that  of  the  internal  taxes.    It  is,  however,,  ne- 
cessary that  the  compensation  of  the  collectors  be  suffi- 
cient to  command  the  services  of  men  properly  quali- 
fied, and  in  every  respect  worthy  of  the  trust,. 

In  performing  the  ungracious  task  of  pointing  out 
new  objects  of  taxation,  those  have  been  submitted 
which  appeared  sufficiently  productive  and  least  oppres- 
aive.  The  objections  to  which  each,  including  the  in- 
crease of  duties  on  importations,  b  liable,  have  not 
been  stated,  not  because  I  was  iuseniKble  of  them,  but 
because  no  substitute  of  any  Importance  was  per^ 
ceived)  which  was  not  still  more  objectionable.  Every 
tax  being  in  some  degree  an  evil,  is,  therefore,  liable 
to  some  objection ;  and  every  dne^  taken  singly,  may, 
for  that  reason,  be.  easily  combatted.  But,  if  the  ne- 
cessity of  an  additional  revenue  be  admitted,  the  ob- 
jections  afford  no  argument  why  the-  tax  proposed 


should  be  jMected,  unlesa  another,  less  ioooDTe&iat, 
be  substituted.  The  necessity  of  such  aa  tdditiMto 
the  revenue  has,  in  the  course  of  thit  Ipuer,  bes 
strongly  urged,  because  it  was  strongly  felt ;  bat  w& 
respect  to  ttte  taxes  proposed,  the  selectioa  is  wBi\w^ 
ted  with  diffidence ;  and  it  will  be  highly  gtati^ai 
that  some  more  eligible  may  be  devised. 

The  last  inquiry  of  the  committee  relates  priDdpali 
to  the  terms  on  which  loans,  amounting  to  at  k«ft  ta 
millions  of  dollaA  per  annum,  may  be  obtained,  lodtt 
the  plan  proper  to  be  adopted  for  the  reimbiinc&eBt 
«f  such  loans. 

The  tenns  on  which  annual  loaaa  to  that  amnat 
may  be  obti^ned,  can-  be  ascertained  only  hj  expnr 
ment.  Government  has  never,  since  its  organiatia&, 
obtained  considerable  loans  within  the  United  Siata 
at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent. «  year^  except  from  i^ 
Bank  of  the  United  States;  and  theae,  on  ac&{Hbii 
ten  millions^  never  amounted  ta  seven  millioiu  ia  tb 
whole.  In  pioportion  to  the  amount  wanted  for  & 
sevnce  of  the  year,  'tiid  to  the  inoBaee  of  stock  oi^ 
public  debt  at  market,  the  term»  nnust  nataralh  b 
come  less  favorable.  It  must,  also,  be  recollected  tb; 
in  addition  to  the  9um  Wanted  to  defimy  the  extits^ 
dinary  expanses  of  (he  war,  an  annual  loan,  eqialb 
the  annual  reimbursement  of  the  six  per  oect  aad  # 
forred  stocks,  preserihed  by  law,  will  also  be  reqaini 
This,  together  with  the  reimburaement  of  the  rendtt 
of  the  converted  stock,  amounting  to  $565,000,  vii, 
for  this  year,  amount,  as  has  beein  elated  in  theanaad 
report,  to  99,135,000.  As  the  interest  on  the  exatia{ 
debt  is  included  in  the  « current  expenses,"  the  ba 
necessary  for  the  reimbuiaement  of  the  sixperccaL 
and  deferred  stocks,  will,  for  each  subseqa^t  yo:, 
amount  only  to  $  1,670,000.  The  loans  for  those  nai 
wiU,  indeed,  create  no  addition  to  the  amount  a/  tb 
deb^  but  wUl,  neverthelese,  increase  the  total  coas 
be  annually  borrowed.  It  moat  also  be  obsenred,  tbi; 
if  the  price  of  stocks  should  sink  below  par,  the  C«- 
misaioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  are  bound,  by  the  a- 
isting  laws,  to  apply  the  residue  of  the  annoal  tpp 
priation  of  eight  millions  a  year  to  the  parchaieflf 
stock;  and  that  residue  will,  this  year,  amomu  ta 
$3,640,000,  which,  In^  U^at  case,  must  also  be  honwti. 
It  is  a  view  of  those  several  oonsiderations  which  b» 
created  an  apprehension  that  loans,  to  such  iufc 
amount,  might  not,  perhaps,  be  obtained  on  as  fai<>- 
able  terms  as  under  other  circumstanceB,aDd,  with  ^ 
powerful  assistance  of  a  National  Bauk,  has  beeo  w> 
merly  anticipated.  The  same  view  of  the  subject  bs 
most  forcibly  Impressed  a  conviction  of  the  neceaity 
of  an  additional  revenue :  for,  if  fiirlher  loaof  be  aln 
resorted  to  for  defraying  the  ordinary  expeossi  ai 
the  interest,  they  must,  if  at  all  practicable,  be  0^ 
tained  on  the  mos(  ruinous  tenns.  Excluding  tbit 
idea,  and  embracing  only  the  loans  whidi  aie  ab» 
lutely  necessary,  it  appears  to  me  more  prudent  not » 
limit  the  rate  of  interest  by  law.  A  discretioBii; 
power,  in  that  respect,  is,  so  far  aa  relates  to  the  £i* 
ecutive,  altogether  ineligible,  but  it  is  pieferabJe  to  the 
Hsk  of  leaving  the  public  service  unprovided  for.  It 
is,  also,  for  the  same  reason,  requisite  that  the  loitf 
may  be  made  irredeemable  for  a  term  not  less  than  tea 
years. 

In  a  former  .communication  to  the  Committees^ 
Ways  and  Means,  it  was  suggested  that  '^Treasoij 
notes,"  bearing  interest,  might,  to  a  certain  extent,  bi 
iseued,  and  to  that  extent  diminish  theamouot  lob 
directly  borrowed.    The  advantege  they  would  htm, 


157 


HISTORY  OF  CONG&BISS. 


858 


AN17AET,  18ld. 


Inereau  of  Itetenue. 


H.  OP  R. 


:■: — "Tgrr; 


rould  result  from  their  becoimngr  a  put  of  the  drcnla- 
log  medium,  end  taking,  Xo  e  certain  degree,  the  place 
f  bank  notes.  It  is  evident,  however,,  that,  for  the 
ime  reason,  the  iaaoe  must  be  modeiate,  and  never 
Kceed  the  amount  which  may  circulate  without  de* 
reeiation. 

The  loans  necessary  for  the  present  year,  are,  1st. 
i  sum  equal  to  that  which  may,  during  the  year,  be 
simbursed  on  account  of  the  principal  of  the  debt, 
dly.  The  amount  of  expenses  which  have  been,  or 
lay  be,  authorized  by  Congress,  and  are  not  included 
I  the  annual  estimates. 

The  first  sum  wil)  certaukly  amount  to  f  1^,1 35,000, 
nd  may  be  greater  if  the  stocks  should  sink  below. 

The  second  sum  'cannot  yet  be  stated,  since  the  ex- 
mt  of  the  expenses  v^hich  may  be  authorized  is  not 
et  ascertained,  and  aft  the  estimates  for  the  additional 
my,  already  authorized,  have  not  yet  been  received 
7  the  Treasury  Department. 

The  deficit  of  $1,900,009  (on  the  Peaoe  EsUbBsh- 
nnt)  is  not  induded  as  absolutely  necessary,  al» 
boagh  its  payment  wiH,  as  stated  in  the  annual  le- 
ert,  leave  in  the  Treasury  a  smaller.  bsJaaoe  than, 
lader  existing  eirAimstances,  is  eligible. 

It  may  be  proper  to  repeat  that,  so  long  as  the  pub- 
ic credit  is  preserved,  and  a  sufficient  revenue  is  pro- 
ided,  no  doubts  are.  entertained  of  tlie  possibility  of 
irocuring,  on  loan,  the  sums  wanted  to  dei)ray  Uvs  ex- 
raordinary  expenses  of  a  war ;  and  that  the  apprehen- 
ions  expressed  relate  solely  to  the  terms  of  the  loans-^ 
0  the  rate  of  interest  at  which  they  can  be  obtained. 

The  reimbursement  of  the  new  debt  which  may  be 
reated,  must  ultimately  depend  on  the  respective  reve* 
ine  and  expenditure  of  the  United  States  after  the  res- 
oration  of  peace*  No  artificial  provision^,  no  appro*- 
iriations  or  investments  of  particular  funds  in  certain 
lenons,  no  nominal  sinking  ftind,  however  constructed, 
nil  ever  reduce  a  public  debt,  unless  the  net  annual 
«tenue  shall  exceed  the  aggregate  of' the  annual  ex* 
MDses,  including  the  interest  on  the  debt.  Those  who 
leate  the  debt  can  only  tstimaU  what  the  p^ce  reve- 
lue  and  expenditure  will  be,  and  presume  that  the  sup- 
MKd  surplus  wiU  be  fiiiihfiilly  and.  perseveringiy  ap- 
plied to  the  payment  of  fh^  principal. 

The  current  or  peace  expenses  have  beeki  estimated 
It  nine  millions  of  dollars.  Supposing  the  debt  con- 
Acted  during  the  war  not  to.exceed  fifty  millions,  and 
ta  annual  interest  to  amount  to  three  millions,  the  ag- 
legate  of  tho  peace  expenditure  would  be  no  more 
han  twelve  millions.  And  as  the  peace  revenue  of  the 
United  Sutes  may,  at  the  existing  rate  of  duties,  be 
■iHy  estimated  at  fifteen  millions,  there  would  remain, 
torn  the  first  outset,  a  surplus  of  three  millions  of  dollars 
applicable  to  the  redemption  of  the  debt  So  fiir,  there- 
ore,  as  can  be  now  foreseen,  there  is  the  strongest  rea« 
ion  to  believe  that  the  debt  thus  contracted  will  be  dis- 
awged  with  facility,  and  as  speedily  as  the  terms  of 
*e  loans  will  permit.  Nor  does  any  other  plan,  in 
*»t  respect,  appear  necessary,  than  to  extend  the  ap- 
plication of  the  annual  Appropriation  of  eight  mplions, 
ttd  which  is  amply  sufiicient  ibr  that  purpose,  to  the 
piyment  of  interest  and  reimbursement  of  the  prind- 
N  of  the  new  debt  No  doubt  can  be  entertained  of 
Jat  mode  being  sufficiently  efficacious,  since,  by  that 
pisQ  alone,  forty-six  millions  of  the  public  debt  have  been 
ftimbursed  during  the  l«st  eleven  years.  If  the  na- 
Bonal  revenue  exceeds  the  national  expense,  a  simple 
M^propriation  for  the  payment  of  the  principal  of  the 
•m,  and  oo-^xteaaive  with  the  object,  is  sufikieat. 


and  will  infallibly  extinguish  the  debt*    lif  the  expense 
exceeds  the  revenue,  ^he  appropriation  of  any  specific 
sum,  and  iho  investment  of  the  interest  extinguishsd, 
or  of  any  other  ftind,  will  prove  altogether  ungate^  ; 
and  the  national  debt  will,  notwithstanding  that  appa- 
rttns,  be  annually  increaseid  by  an  amount  equal  to  the 
deficit  in  the  revenue* 
The  annual  interest  on  the  existing  debt 
amounts  to  -        -        -        -        -        -  $2,220,000 

And  estimating  tlie  interest  on  the  new 

debt  &t         -        -        ^        -        -        -    8,000,000 
The  sum  which,  on  the  annual  appropria- 
tion of  eight  millions,  would,  at  the  res- 
toration of  peace,  be  applicable  to  the 
payment  of  principal,  is        ...    2,780,00^ 


Total. 


$8,000,000 


A  sum  somewhat  less  than  the  presumed  surplus  of 
three  millions,  as  above  stated,  and  which  will  be  nearly 
8U0cient  to  reimburse,  before  the  year  1823,  the  whole 
eixisting  debt  of  the  United  States,  with  the  exception 
of  ihe  three  per  cent  stock.  The  loans  contracted  du- 
ring the  war  being  made  irredeemable  for  at  least  ten 
years,  the  first  reimbursement  would  fall  on  that  year ; 
smd  the  whole  of  the  appropriation  of  eight  millions, 
after  deducting  $485,000  for  the  interest  of  the  thred 
per  cent  stock,  would  thenceforth  be  applicable  to  the 
paymetot  of  the  interest  and  principal  of  the  new  debt. 
The  precise  period  of  final  extinguishment,  and  the  pre- 
cise amount  of  annual  payinents,  will  depend  on  the^ 
terms  of  the  loans,  and  on  the  number  of  years  for  which 
it  may  be  necessary  to  make  each  loan  irredeemable. 
But  this  sketch  is  sufficient  to  show,  1st  That  no  in- 
convenience will  arise  in  making  the  loans  irredeem- 
ably for  ten  years,  since  therp  is  not  much  probability 
that  they  could  be  sooner  discharged.  2dly.  That  the 
appropriation  of  eight  millions  will  be  sufficient  for 
their  final  reimbutsement  Sdly.  That  that  reimburse- 
ment, and  that  of  the  whole  debt^f  the  United  States 
(the  three  per  cent  stock  excepted)  will  probably  be 
effected  within  titeen  years  after  the  restoration  of 
peace.  It  must  always  be  remembered  that  those  es- 
timates are  predicated  on  the  supposition  that  an  ad- 
ditional revenue,  to  the  amount  dready  stated,  will  be 
provided,  and  that  the  increase  of  debt,  during  the  war, 
will  not  exceed  fifty  millions. 

In  answering  the  inquiries  of  toe  committee  on  suh- 
jects  so  intimately  connected, vrith  the  most  important 
questions  of  national  concern,  it  Became  an  imperious 
duty  to  represent  every  circumitance  precisely  as  it 
was,  or  appeared  to  be,  and  without  exaggerating  or 
disguising  sot  of  the  difficulties  which  must  be  en- 
countered. To  understand  these  to  their  full  extent, 
will  afford  the  best  means  of  overcoming  them ;  and 
there  is  none  which  appears  iiisunhountable  or  even  dis- 
couraging. What  appears  to  he  of  vital  importance  is» 
that  Sie  crisis  should  at  once  be  met  by  th6  adoption 
of  efficient  meiUturos,  which  will  with  certainty  provide 
means  commensurate  with  the  expense ;  and  by  pre- 
serving unimpaired,  instead  of  abusing,  that  public 
credit  on  which  the  public  resources  so  eminently  de- 
pend, will  enable  the  United  States  to  persevere  in  the 
contest  until  an  honorable  peace  shall  have  beeli  ob- 
tained. 

I  have  die  hdnor  to  be,  vrith  great  respect,  sir,  yoar 
obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Hon«  E.  BaooHi  Chmrmanf  4«* 
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The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Cornmlt- 
teeof  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  cooo^rnin^  the  NaraJ 
Establisbmeat. 

Mr.  BAS8ETT.^*-Mr.  Chairmao :  I  rejoice  that 
oa  all  sides  of  the  House  the  importance-of  this 
question  is  admitted.  It  is  indeed  important,  ia- 
volving  the  first  duties  of  the  Goyernment,  the 
£r8t  interests  of  the  people.  Give  me  leave  to 
congratulate  you,'  sir,  and  the  nation,  that  a  cause 
so  good  has  found  so  able  an  advocate  as  my 
friend  from  South  Caioliiu.*  I  subscribe  to  his 
doctrijie  in  relation  to  commerce.  For,  in  ca3t- 
ing'my  eyes  up  as  I  enter  this  Hall,  I  see  grouped 
together  Agricoliureapd  Commerce,  forcibly  pre- 
aenting  to  my  mind  their  Intimate  relation.  It  is 
the  freight  tbfet  cheers  the  «»ilor  Whilst  tugging 
at  his  oar  he  fetches  and  carries  and  thereby  gives 
value  to  the  surplus  of  the  agrjcnlturbt,  and 
supplies  to  him  what  his  climate,  hjs  farm,  or  his 
occupation,  will  not  produce.  Yet  it  is  not  in  re- 
lation to  foreign  commerce,  that  my  mind  has 
been  led  to  view  tjiis  subject ;  and  I  regret,  greatly 
regret,  that  it  has  been  always  thought  necessary 
to  array  the  agricttltoral  interest  against  naval 
equipment.  Let  me  a«k  the  Committee*  with  ma, 
to  take  a  more  dignified  view  of  this  subject,  and 
€xaBrine  it  as  a  means  of  national  defence,  as  it 
will  give,  security  to  life,  liberty,  and  property. 
Whilst  in  the  great  scheme  of  nature  good  iz  mixed 
with  evil,  a  resort  to  force  will  occasionally  be 
indispensable,  and  a  nation  not  only  willing  but 
determined  to  be  free  must  at  some  time,  if  not 
always,  be  prepared  for  defence.  When  that 
necessity  occurs,  what  is  at  the  discretion  of  the 
nation?  Only  the  quantum  and  kind  of  force. 
It  has  been  argued  by  all,  and  the  decision  is  wise, 
that  if  you  resort  to  force,  it  should  be  equal,  or 
more  than  equal,  to  the  contemplated  object.  On 
that  ground,  I  will  leave  it,  and  take  up  the'other 
alternative — the  kind  of  force. 

Shall  we,  then,  rely  for  d^ence  and  security 
on  bayonetsor ships, on  regimen taor  aeveDtyfoHr9? 
I  hesitate  not^  before  this  Commiuee  and  this  na- 
tion, to  declare  my  preference  to  the  latter— and 
why  prefer  them?  Because  less  dangerous  to 
your  civil  institutions,  less  costly  and  more  efli* 
eient.  If  we  consult  tne  faithful  page  of  history, 
we  find  no  instance  where  It  naval  commander 
has  overturned  his  Gknremihent.  As  navies  have 
been  in  use  time  immemorial,  and  there  has  been 
no  instance,  it  is  fairly  inferable  that  there  will 
be  no  instance;  reason  supports  what  history  af- 
firms. It  has  been  said  of  the  sailor,  that  his 
home  is  on  the  deep.  Absence  denies  them  the 
means  of  interest  and  intrigue.  The  force  under 
their  command  cannot  be  marched  on  land.  The 
Cknetral  only  becomes  dangerous^  as  he  can  oonrcb 
bis  army  at  bis  heels,  as  the  influence  he  has 
gained  in  the  camp  follows  him  to  the  city.  The 
Admiral,  possessing  neither  the  means  nor  interest, 
nor  power,  how  can  he  be  dangerous  ?  To  illus* 
tiate  this  from  hiatory,  look  to  Holland.  Did 
t>e  Ruyter  or  Van  Tromp  innovate  on  the  Dutch 
Government,  or  was  it  the  Prince  of  Qrange,  at 
the  beitd  of  the  army— 'a  General-^made  Stadthoi- 


det?  Yet  my  friend  from  Pennsylvania  (Mt. 
SETBERT),ha8  instanced  Holland  as  one  of  tbt 
nations  destroyed  by  her  navy.  I  cannot  butthiti 
to  use  an  expression  of  his  own,  that  his  reasos 
was  on  the  wing,  and  that  he  did  not  uketio; 
fairly  to  view  the  case.  I  ask  a  reconsidenuoa. 
when  I  am  sure  that  my  well-read  friend  r.: 
accord  with  me,  that  it  is  to  the  fatal  inflneace ::: 
the  House  of  Orange  that  the  sad  catastrophe  i 
that  nation  is  attributable.  To  the  British  i;^ 
tory  I  appeal  also  as  illustrative  of  this  pom 
Have  not  her  naval  equipments  exceeded  allu- 
tions,  and  is  her  Government  less  favorable  t: 
this  moment  to  the  rights  of  humanity  tbaa  tk!< 
of  her  neighbors,  who  may  be  said  to  have  a  steel* 
begirted  shore,  whose  ramparts,  are  bayooeur 
For  the  many  years  which  the  British  navy  hare 
ruled  the  ocean,  what  has  been  the  inflneoctaf 
her  Admirals  in  the  epancils  of  the  nation  ?  N«t 
sir ;  neither  in  France  or  in  Britain  was  aa  A^ 
miral  ever  Prime  Minister.  Here  let  me  ask.  if 
Grom weU  was  an  Admiral  ? 

But,  say%  my  friend  from  Peonsyvania,  tK 
British  navy  has  had  a  fatal  tendency  to  briar t.-* 
nation  iik  war,  as  said  Mr.  Sinclair.  Let  mead 
my  friend,  for  a  moment,  to  ease  his  wing  fros 
the  pursuit  after  the  speculative  opinions  of  Si:- 
clair,'t)y  showing  Cis  the  instance  in  .which  the  in- 
fluence of  the  navy  led  the  nation  into  wir- 
Was  it  that  influence  that  broke  the  peace  c:' 
Amiens?  I  think  not. '  Nor  will  my  trieod.u 
excuse  Mr.  Pitt's  crusade'against  the  French  rerj- 
UtioQ,  »ay  that  the  navy  was  the  cause  oftb: 
war.  The  preceding  war  was  that  of  the  Amer- 
ican Revolution.  Stamp  and  tea  taxes  enie< 
how  much  agency  the  navy  ha<^  in  the  prodsc- 
.tion  of  that  war.  Where  then  is  the  isstiDce? 
I  shall,  I  hope,  be  excused  for  saving  that  I  hu 
rather  have  the  opinion  proved  oy  the  imuaee 
than  the  iostaoce  bj  the  opiaioo. 

But,  ^ir,  the  patriotic  opiniona  of  onr  coaniiT 
are  against  me,  and  the  Vitginia  resolotiooA.  u 
pe|ind  by  our  Chief  Magistrate,  and  ike  a^e 
speech  of  Mc  GkUatin,  are  quoted.    To  the  ix^ 
I  answer,  the  Message,  at  the  opening  of  the  scs- 
sion,  page  10,  says:    ''Your  atteotioa  will  of 
'  course  oe  drawn  to  such  proviaons  oa  die  sob- 
'  ject  of  onr  naval  force^  as  mav  be  required  for 
'  the  services  to  which  it  may  be  best  sdapied. 
'  I  submit  to  Congress  the  seasonablfoess  of  aft 
'  authority  to  augment  the  stock  of  such  materitii 
'  as  are  imperishable  in  their  nature,  or  may  ootit 
'  once  be  attainable."    I  consider  every  report 
coming  f^om  the  Heads  of  Departments  a  Cato^ 
act.    fa  that  view,  Ibeg  leave  also  to  tnaliet 
general  reference  to  the  report  of  the  Secreurj 
of  the  Navy.    As  to  the  opinion  of  Mr.  GalitUA* 
I  would  be  understood  as  holding  in  as  higli^  i 
teem  as  any  one  that  ^reat  aod  good  mao.  He  > 
shall  have  my  everlasting  gratitude  for  the  gooi 
he  has  done  his  country.    To  his  opioios  shu 
I  contrast  my  own?    No,  sir,  I  will  beg  leareu 
read  from  the  Notes  on  Virginia,  page  §91: 

**  Wars  then  must  sometimes  be  ovj  lot ;  tad  lU  tbi 
wise  can  do,  will  be  to  avoid  that  half  of  them  witfi 
would  be  prodooad  by  onr  ^own  Mliea  and  osr  ovi 


361 


fflSTORY  OF  C0NGRES9. 


862 


>'    -y 


fllfUARY,  1818. 


Na9ai  EiUMiahmeut. 


JI.ofR. 


>-*>  -c. 


3E 


icttof  injusUoe^  and  to  make  fi>r  Ui«>olh«r  half  the 
mt  prepatations  we  can. 

"Of what  natura  should  thete  be?  A  land  army 
vould  be  ueeleaa  ibr  offence  (  and  not  the  best  Aor  saiSMt 
flfitrumeDt  of  defence.  For  either  of  theee  pnrpoftef; 
he  eea  is  the  field  on  which  we  should  meet  an  Euro- 
wao  enetnj.  Qn  that  element  it  is  necessary  we 
ibould  possess  some  ^ower.  To  aim  at  such  a  navy 
It  the  greater  nations  possess,  would  be  a  foolish  and 
ficked  waste  of  the  etier^es  of  our  country od^n.  It 
vould  be  to  pull  on  our  own  heads  that  load  of  mlli- 
iry  expense,  which  makes  (he  European  laborer  go 
nipperless  to  bed,  and  moistens  his  bread  with  the 
nreat  of  his  brows. 

*'  It  will  be  enough  if  we  enable  ourselves  to  prevent 
nsults  from  those  nations  of  Europe  which  are  weak 
« the  sea ;  because  circamstances  exist  which  render 
sren  the  stronger  ones  weak  as  to  as.  Pw>vidence  has 
placed  their  richert  and  most  defen<!eless  possession* 
It  our  door;  ban  obliged  their  most  preefous  eommeree 
to  pass,  aa  it  were,  in  review  before  *  uti.  To  protect 
thif,  or  to  assail'  os,  a  small  part  only  of  their  naval 
broe  will  be  risked  aerosa  (he  Atlantic  ( The  daitgera 
to  which  the  elements  ei^nose  them  here  are  too  well 
bown,  and  the  greater  cm^gers  to  whidi  (hey  would 
be  exposed  ift  home,  ware  any  general  calamity  to  in- 
rolve  their  whole  Heet.  They  can  attack  ns  by  detadi- 
nent  only ;  and  it  will  suffice  to  make  ourselves  equal 
to  what  they  may  detach.  Even  a  smaller  force  than 
Ihej  may  detach,  will  be  rendered  leqnal  or  superior 
b;  the  quickness  with  which  any  check  may  be  repaired 
with  OS,  while  losses  with  them  will  be  irreparable  till 
too  late.  - 

"  A  small  naval  force  then  is  sufficient  for  us,  and  a 
nnai]  one  is  necessary.  What  this  should  be,  I  will 
not  undertake  to  say.  ,  P  will  only  say,  it  should  by  do 
meana  be  so  great  as  we  are  able  to  make  it.  Suppose 
the  million  of  dollars,  or  £300,000  pounds,  which  Vir- 
ginia could  annually  spare  without  distress,  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  creating  a  navy.  A  single  year'e  contii- 
bation  would  build,  equip,  man,  and  send  to  sea,  a  force 
which  should  carry  300  guns.  The  reU  of  the  Con- 
federacy, exerting  themselves  in  the  same  proportion, 
would  equip  in  the  same  time  1,500  guns  more.  So 
that  one  year's  contributions  would  fet  up  a  navy  of 
1,800  guns. 

"  The  British  ships-of-the-line  average  76  guns ;  their 
frigates  38;— 1,800  guns  then  would  form  a  0eet  of  30 
ihipa,  18  of  which  might  be  of  the  line,  and  12  frigates. 
Allowing  eight  m^n,  the  British  average,  for  every  gun, 
their  annual  expense,  inchiding  subsistence,  clothing, 
ptj,  and  ordinary  repairs,  would  be  about  ^1,5^0  for 
e^eiy  gun,  or  $2,304,000  for  the  whole.  I  state  this 
only  as  one  year's  possible  exertion,  withot  deciding 
irhether  more  or  less  than  a  year's  exertion  should  be 
thus  applied." 

The  circatnstaD^es  under  which  these  two  great 
men  delivered  these  two  variant  opinions  were 
not  less  different  than  the  oircumstaoces  under 
which  they  were  formed.  The  first  was  given 
QQder  the  irritation  of  opposition  and  in  the  heat 
oNebate.  The  latter  sprung  from  tbe  asylum 
sacred  to  patriotism  and  philosophy.  The  early 
babits  of  tbe  first  were  formed  in  a  country  far 
removed  from  nautical  views,  bat  where  indeed 
ibe  use  of  the  bayonet  was  well  understood.  The 
tatter  bad  just  had  the  American  Revolution  in 
feriew  before  himj  nay,  more,  he  had  been  a  busy 


actac;  yes,  he  had  witnessed  that  a  British  force, 
confined  to  their  works  in  New  York,  by  General 
Washingtoo,  with  the  aid  of  a  small  marine, 
could  send  a  detachment  to  Petersburg  and  Rich<» 
mond  in  Virginia ;  and  if  those  towns  did  not  ex- 
perience the  destructive  effect  of  fire,  as  all  (he 
toba<^co  in  ih^m  did,  it  was  owing  to  the  mercv 
of  the  enemy^.  He  Rad  seen  Cornwaliis  march 
triumphantly  from  Chestertowo  to  Virginia.  A 
French  fleet  came  to  our  aid,  gave  us  the  com- 
mand of  the  water,  and  the  laurels  were  shorn 
from  tbe  brow  of  this  popular  British  General  and 
himself  n>ad«-  captive. .  Here  then,  we  have  a 
mountain  view,  opposed  to  a  water  prospect— 
thepry^o  ei^perience.  1  trust  I  shall  not  be  consid* 
ered  as  presuming  too-much  in  deciding  in  favor 
of  the  practical  opinion.  A  land  army,  therefore, 
is  not  the  safest  instrument  for  defence;  bat  the 
sea  ia  the  element  on  which  we  abould  meet  an 
European  enemy.  Let  tis  then  count  •  the  cost. 
Will  navAl  equipment  be  more  costly  than  aa 
army  7  The  argument  iA  my  friend  from  South 
Carolina  (Mr.  CBDvEa)  isunanswerabfo  on  that 
head.  He  has,'I  believe,  purposely  omiued  one 
fact  in  corroboration  of  his  statement  for  me.  I 
wiU  auj^ply  it  as  well  as  I  can.  It  is  this :  ^hat  the 
elperience  of  the  British  nation  retrospectively 
confirms  his  view,  as  to  the  comparative  expense 
between  land  and  naval  equipment. . 

.From  the  British  State  papers,  as  recorded  in 

the  Annual  Register,  tbe  Naval  expenditure  was, 

fot  a  series  of  seven  years,  as  follows  t 

For  year  n6(K-vol.  8,  p.  123— Navy       •  $3,640,000 

Do.  do.'  Army      -     1,888J4jS 

Do.  vol.  5,  p.  160--7Navy       -        800,000 

Do«>  do.  '    Army      •     3,640,000 

Do,  do.  Ordnance        728,716 

Do.    ^  voL  6,  p.  175— Navy       -     3,408,777 

Do.  do.  Army      -     3,063,476 

Do.  vol  7,  p.  167— Navy       •     1,202,289 

Do.  do.  Army      -     1,840,701 

The  Annual  Register,  for  the  year  1786^  states, 
that  the  ezpenduure»--*perbapa  I  ought  to  aay, 
^ppZie#-^were, 

For  the  year  178&— Navy      ,  -  -  •  $1,800,000 

Do.  Army       -  -  •  1,600,000 

Do.  Ordnance-  -  •  848,000 

Do.  1787— Navy  •      .  *  .  2,286,000 

Do,  Army       -  •  -  1,876,287 

Do.  Ordnance-  *  •  228,676 

Do.  1788— Navy        -  -  -  2,411,407 

Do.  Army       -  .  •  2,045,812 

Do.  Ordnance-  •  -  437,707 

Do.  1780— Navy        -  -  -  2,328,670 

Do.  Army       -  -  -  1,917,062 

Do.  Ordnance-  -.  •  459,444 

Do.  1791— Navy        -  -  -  4,00t,406 

Do.  Army       -  -  -  1,907,237 

Do.  Ordnance-  -  '    ^  151,000 

For  a  series  of  five  years,  at  that  period,  begtn- 
niog  with  1795,  we  have  the  following: 

For  the  year  1796,  p.  171— Navy      -        -  $5,200,000 
Do.  do.  Army     -        -.     2,773,534 

Do.  do.*  Ordnance        -     2,321,000 

Do.        1796,  p.  82— Navy      -        -     5,720,000 
Do.  do.  Navy  ordnance       624,153 
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Do.  do.             Army     -   *    - 

Do.  do.             Annjr  ordnante 

Do.  1798,  p.   38 — Navy      - 

Do.  do.              Army.     - 

Do.  do.             Ordnance    .    - 

Do.  1800,  p.   36— Navy      -        ^ 

Do.  do.              Army     -     ^  - 

Do.  do.             Ordnance 

Do.  1801.  p.  33— Navy      -        - 

Do.  do.*            Army      -        - 

Do.  do.             Ordnance 


6,194,452 

1,744,471 
12,638,000 
10,112,000 

1,291,000 
12,619,000 
11,370.000 

1,615,000 
15,800,000 
15,900,000 

1,738,000 


No  ane  will  qaestion  the  safety  with  which  re- 
liance may  be  placed  on  the  British  expenditure 
for  land  and  naval  purposes.  To  aid  this  view,  I 
will  observe  that  in  many  instances  of  the  sup- 
plies the  estfmate  appears  to  have  been  ifiade  at 
£4  per  month  for  each  man,  whether  in  the  laod 
or  sea  service.  Is  it  necessary  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  committee  to  the  fact,  that  in  the 
coarse  of  years  reviewed,  the  British  bavy  has 
been  every  where  successful ;  4ier.afmy  only  oc- 
casionally so.  If  then  the  experience  'of  the  past 
and  the  best  estimate  of  the  future,  evince  that 
naval  ec^uipment  is  not  more  costly  than  laod 
equipment,  and  since  an  army  is  not  the  safest 
instrument <yf  defence,  we  are  led  to  inquire  into 
its  effect  or  applicability  to  our  sicoatiop.  If  the 
view  be  taken  as  some  have  done,  that  the  force 
you  are  to  provide  is  to  ffiv^  additional  security 
to  commerce,  then  indeed  were  argument  unne- 
cessary as  it  is  self«evident  that  regiments  are 
altogether  inefficient  for  that  object.  If  limited 
to  my  view,  oamel)',  for  the  defence  of  our  sea- 
coasts,  the  shores  of  our  bays  and  rivers,  and  for 
the  protection  of  that  great  highway  that  lies  be- 
tween Orleans  and  Maine^  the  peculiar  applica^ 
tion  of  OHval  force  is  almost  as  apparent.  Taire 
a  view  of  the  seacoast,  its  extent,  the  number  and 
boldness  of  its  rivers,  and  it  will  point  at  ot^ce  to 
the  kind  of  force  necessary  for  its  protection. 
That  view  will  show  you  also  the  extent  of  the. 
interest  at  stake  which  it  is  tlie  duty  of  the  Goy< 
ernment  to  defend.  I  thank  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  (Mi*.  McKbe)  for  his  calculation.  \ 
.^id  not  hear  him  accurately,  but  have  no  doubt 
of  its  correctness.  .He  came  to  this  result  :wjth  the 
building  twenty  ships-of-the-line  and  forty  frigates, 
you  would,  at  the  end  of  the  war,  be  980,000,000 
in  debt.  Admit  it.  On  jouf  aeacoastand  rivers 
you  have  not  less  than  fifteen  or  twenty  towns, 
worth  on  an  average  the  sum  of  $80,000,000.  To 
save  one  then  would  cohipensaie  the  expense,  and 
my  object  includes  besides  all  the  farms  and  farm- 
houses, to  say  nothing  of  the  lives  of  their  iohab- 
itanis,  which  woukl  be  of  equal,  and  I  believe 
greater, amount  in  value  than  all  thetowns.  There 
IS  then  left  the  coasting  trade,  which,  as  within 
the  mark,  I  will  state  a(  $80,000,000.  How  then 
stands  the  calculation  of  the  enemies  of  our  sys- 
tem? How  great  the  saving  over  the  cost  7  And 
on  us  is  the  duty  to  make  it.  My  district  strik- 
ingly evinces'the  inefficiencycf  bayonet  defence. 
There  is  within  its  bounds  more  water  than  land ; 
and  yoiji  cannot  go  five  miles  in  but  few  directions 
without  meeting  with  navigable  water ;  nay,  sir, 
my  Siate  exemplifies  it.    We  count  in  oar  bounds 


the  expanded  boso^i  of  the  Chesapeake,  the  bek 
tide  of  the  Potomac,  navigable  one  hundred  ouki 
into  the  interior  of  the  Staie ;  the  Jamei  river  ii 
extensive;  the  Rappahannock  and  York  bat  lit- 
tle inferior,  leaving  oat  of  view  the  lesser  iolrj. 
This  view  \6  stronger,  when  we  consider  thekia^ 
of  war  we  shall  be  engaged  in.  Conquest,  u  rds!o 
to  Great  Britain  at  least,  is  allowed  to  be  osta 
the  question.  What  other  kind  ofwartheo  v2. 
she  carry  on  7  A  predatory  one.  Her  floatiq 
force  will  commeace.at  Boston  or  further  Nor.;, 
if  you  are  found  prepared,  the  enemy  will  mon 
on  to  the  first  assailable  point — when  yoarfjr:e 
have  followed  her  there,  she  will  abandon  as  ex- 
hausted place  for  one  more  abundant  in  plaoia. 
Being  led  this  dabce  to  the  southernmost  piui: 
you  may  then  be  led  the  dance  back  agsia.  L 
this  chimerical^  The  experience  of  the  Refj- 
lutionary  war  proves  it.,  For  they  then  first  r> 
sessed  ooston-^driven  from  thence^  they  caou: 
New  York,  from  which  place  iheir  naval  scpe 
riority  enabled  them  to  send  detachmesu  u 
Charleston,  Virginia,  dbe. 

Extremes  are  not  always  the  safest  mode  j; 
reasoning  ;  but  in  this  case,  the  view  it  exbiiKa 
is  »  striking  one.  Suppose  the  United  Suteu 
be  at  war  without  a  single  ship.  The  smaller 
vessel  may  insult  and  iiijnre  you  io  all  pz 
waters ;  and  for  this  I  refer  to  the  Bfiti^fo  sloa^ 
in  Charleston,  and  the  Cambrian  io  New  Ton 
claiming  jurisdiction  in  ^our  very  harbors;  2U 
1  am  sure  all  who  are  within  the  hearing  of  sr 
voice  anticipate  before  I  name  it,  the  fatal  cock- 
quence  to  one  American  citizen  at  least.  T^<3 
total  imbecility  on  the  water  is  strongly  exes^i- 
fied  in  the  history  of  China;  permit  me  lordi 
an  extract  taken  from  a  newspaper : 

"  The  excellent  policy  of  a  great  nation's  beio^  de- 
titute  of  a  navy  is  strikingly  exemplified  in  Ciiist 
Here  two  or  three  millions  of  people  are  kept  is  ce- 
tinu^  awe  and  consternation  from  the  maraoden  » 
their  coast,  who  send  and  carry  off  their  wives  andchi- 
dren ;  stop  all  the  unarmed  vessels  they  meet  ia  tix 
rivers  of  that  fine  country,  and  pillage  and  plaoder  si* 
most  without  resistance.  Even  some  of  tlie  Chinee 
are  themselves  obliged  to  co-operate  with  theoi,  or  n 
least  render  them  assistance  by  forbearing  to  oppose 
for  their  own  preservatioii.  Now  a  few  frigates  woiM 
be  mora  than  sufficient  to  silence  all  these  firatki! 
ladronea;  but  they  have  too  mneh  of  the  Amciictn  ci* 
politic  policy  for  such  expense;  nor  will  thej  wsatMh 
expend  one  dollar  for  naval  defence ;  though  itn.  wo9^ 
be  saved  in  consequence  of  it" 

We  have  some  neighbors  in  St.  Domingo,  ao^ 
elsewhere  in  the  West  Indies,  who  know  how  » 
make  as  crood  ladrones  as  are  made  in  theCliioe>^ 
seas;  and  when  we  shall  become  totallf  defesce- 
less,  it  is  not  probable  that  their  talenu  will  be 
unemployed  and  their  powers  inert. 

This  fact  is  not  dependent  on  this  scrap,  bat  is 
known  4o  ev^ry  man  conversant  with  that  cobb- 
iry.  t  am  just  presented  with  a  note  from  t  §<>* 
tieman,  saying,  at  this  time  an  American  cspttis 
from  Newport  is  engaged  by  that  imneose  eo- 

f)ire  as  a  defender  against  those  ladrones.   1  as 
ed  to  another  view  of  the  subject  by  the  scal^ 
meat  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  M^ 
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££,)  who  aaid  that  one  coaotf  near  Baltimore 
mid  pay  more  taxes  than  the  whole  State  of 
bio.  Now  taxes  are  the  sinews  of  war.  Ishouid 
aok  thegeDtlemaOjif  be  would  calculate  the  loss 
at  might  be  drawn  from  the  seaboard  by  a  con- 
mptibie  floating  force.  And  here  the  resources 
the  nation  would  not  only  be  lost  to  your  own 
reasury,  but  they  would  be  applied  in  aid  of  the 
sourc&i  of  your  enemy.  I  have  shown  you  how 
sailable  we  are  on  the  seaboard.  The  tempta- 
m  to  plunder  is  admitted.  Will  you  then  dis- 
card your  duty  and  leave  us  unprotected  ?  I 
d  strong  in  the  appeal  to  thla  House,  that  they 
ill  extend  to  us  a  portion  of  the  strength  of  the 
lioD. 

It  is  Dot  in  man  to  be  perfect.  Complete  pron- 
uioQ  is  not  asked ;  but  we  hope  not  to  be 
duced  to  the  humiliating  condition  of  being 
emei  unworthy  of  public  protection.  As  to 
e  quaotum  of  defence,  the  argument  of  the 
utleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Cbeves,) 
relied  on  as  unanswerable.  What,  sir.  if  it 
5t  you  $80,000,000,  shall  it  deter  you  when  it 
s  been  shown  that  more  than  twenty  times 
0,000,000  will  be  saved  by  it !  But  Great  Brit- 
\  has  a  thousand  ships,  cries  every  opposing 
igue^a  thousand  ships,  perhaps,  swim  on  the 
agination  of  every  one  that  is  silent.  Sir,  I 
cord  with  my  friend  from  Pennsylvania,  or 
iber,  perhaps,  I  ought  to  say  I  admire  his  mag- 
nifflity  io  givinj^  his  enemy  the  praise  of  brav- 
r  and  of  skill.  Will  he  not,  with  me,  look  to  the 
mament  at  the  Navy  Yard,  to  the  fate  of  Somers 
d  Israel?  Must  we  be  reminded  of  the  Phil- 
elphia,  attacked  under  the  walls  of  Tripoli  by  a 
ird  or  fourth  of  the  force  which  defended  her? 
lalll  bring  to  his  recollection  the  bombardment 
Tripoli  by  one  frigate  and  a  few  gunboats,  or 
)  final  effect  which  our  few  frigates  produced 
that  Power,  compared  with  that  of  the  Neapo- 
tDs,  with,  I  believe,  four  ships-of-the-Une  ?  I 
tst  that  these  instances  will  suffice  ai  poof  to 
r  friend,  that,  if  the  British  are  brave,  his  coun- 
men  are  equally  so.  Since  we  are  led  to  this 
tion  and  its  thousand  shipa  hjmy  friend,  let 
consider  her  conduct  at  the  period  of  the  Span«- 
Armada.  Its  particular  number  is  not  ma- 
lal;  but  it  was  styled  by  British  historians  ia- 
icible.  Did  the  British  nation  then^  headed  by 
roman,  submit?  No, sir.  The aequel  is  known — 
^oipestcame,  and  the  armament  was  destroyed. 
d  Britain  then  a  population  to  support  and  de- 
d  her  seagirt  frontier  greater  than  America  ? 
•  If,  indeed,  there  is  no  help  for  us,  but  in  a 
St  from  Heaven  to  disperse  these  one  thousand 
pSi  let  us  take  the  counsel  in  th&fable,  and  first 
t  our  shoulders  to  the  wheel,  and  then  call  on 
Aren,  and  this  appeal  I  will  join,  in  confidence 
[t  a  free  people  are  the  peculiar  care  of  Heaven, 
ith  unequal  sail,  let  me  follow  in  the  wake  of 
"^friend  from  South  Carolina,  in  the  argument 
Brawn  from  the  number  of  British  ships.  He 
^  you  their  stations,  and  asked  from  which 
kid  the  force  be  spared  to  detach  to  these  seas. 
rould  ask  at^what  time,  in  what  instances,,  has 
'been  able  to  make  distant  detachments,  and 
12ih  Con.  1st  Ssss.— 28 


what  hare  been  the  number  ?  Lord  Nelson  'went 
up  the  Mediterranean  with,  I  thiak,  fifteen  sail-of- 
the-line — a  French  fleet  that -effected  the  capture 
of  CornwalUs,  was,  I  think  twenty ;  yet  it  was 
months  before  Great  Britain  could  collect  in  these 
seas  a  force  to  compete  with  De  Grasse.  It  will 
be  better  to  refer  to  the  memory  of  gentlemen 
than  to  fatigue  them  with  multiplied  instances* 
Let  it  not  be  said  that  seven  millions  of  freemen 
are  not  capable  of  defending  themselves.  . 

Tbusj  sir,  in  a  desultory  way,  I  have  given  you 
some  of  my  views  on  this  subject, not  aU,  becausa 
I  have  thought  tnuch ;  but  the  want  of  habit  does 
not  enable  me  to  condense  or  arrange  my  views: 
my  feelings  tell  me  I  have  oee  apited  my  portioi^ 
of  your  time. 

[Norm. — ^It  was  intended  to  have  compared  the  ex> 
penditore  for  the  British  navy,  which  is  understood  to 
lie  for  the  last  years  $17,S00,000,  with  the  expenditure 
of  the  French  army,  which  is  believed  to  be  $40,000,000b 

By  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  it  appears  that  ^ 
regiment  of  infantry  will  cost  per  annum*  $167,081* 
Do  of  cavalry,  $273,506.  A  74-gon  ship  will  cost  fof 
same  time,  by  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy^ 
$202,110.] 

Mr.  MiTOBiLL  said,  he  addressed  the  Commit- 
tee under  impressions  of  great  diffidence,  after  so 
full  an  elucidation  as  the  subject  had  received, 
particularly  from  his  honorable  friend  the  chair^ 
man  of  the  committee  that  reported  the  bill,  (Mr» 
Chevgs.)  who  had  supported  it  with  cogent  rea-^ 
soningsj  and  his  other  honorable  friend,  (Mn 
BAaaBTT,)  who  had  maintained  its  expediency  bv 
perspicuous  statements.  I  should  have  been  wil- 
ling, Mr.  Chairman,  to  remain  silent  on  this  oc- 
casion ;  but  coming,  as  I  do,  from  the  principal 
seat  of  commerce  in  this  nation^  and  being  the 
immediate  representative  of  its  greatest  mercan- 
tile emporium,  I  feel  a  more  than  usual  impulse 
to  make  known  to  you  my  sentiments  on  the 
question.  If,  in  so  doing,  I  shall  not  pursue  an 
even  course,  but  app^r  somewhat  immethodical 
and  desultory  in  mv  remarks,  it  will,  I  trust,  be 
ascribed  in  part  to  the  difficulty  of  selecting  topics 
not  already  touched  upon  and  exhausted.  For  the 
laborers  who  have  gone  before  me  with  their 
sickles,  have  so  completely  gathered  the  harvest, 
that  I  consider  myself  but  an  humble  gleaner  in 
the  field. 

The  bill  now  under  consideration  contains  sev-v 
eral  distinct  propositions  for  increasing  the  naval 
power  of  this  nation.  The  two  prominent  fea-. 
tures  which  it  exhibits,  are,  first,  tne  repairing  of 
such  public  ships  and  vessels  as  now  he  in  ordi- 
nary, 9nd  rendering  them  fit  for  service;  and, 
secondly,  an  augmentation  of  our  floating  force, 
by  constructing  a  number  of  linerof-battle  ships, 
and  additional  frigates.  The  other  provisions  ot 
the  billj'as  to  men,  money,  and  docks,  are  merely 
incidents  to  the  great  objects  contained  in  the  first 
and  second  sections.  As  the  whole  bill  is  open 
to  animadversion,  and  as  its  principle  has  been 
discussed  at  great  length,  I  shall  rather  direct  the 
obeervations  1  have  to  offer  to  the  chief  subject  of 
naval  increase,  than  to  matters  of  detail  in  ita 
modifications. 
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The  people  whom  we  lepreseot  here,  in  this 
House,  may  by  called  emphaiically  a  commercial 
people.  All  of  them,  and  more  especially  the 
eastern  and  northern  portions  of  the  inhabitants, 
have  a  deep  interest  in  the  use  and  employment 
of  the  ocean.  Their  land  is  the  more  valuable  on 
account  of  its  contiguity  to  that  highway  of  na- 
tions. They  have  availed  themselves  of  their  sit- 
uation to  educate  expert  merchants  and  naviga- 
tors. They  are  owners  of  vessels  and  cargoes; 
>  and  these,  together,  with  their  persons,  they  ex- 
pose on  the  teropefttuous  waves;  dispositions  of 
this  character  marked  the  infancy  of  the  Colo- 
nial settlements.  Even  while  confined  within 
Che  restrictions  imposed  by  the  master  Govern- 
ment over  his  provinces,  they  gave  admirable 
proofs  of  their  knowledge  and  adroitness  in  almost 
everything  that  related  to  trade  and  shipping. 

Thus,  a  commercial  spirit  was  interwoven,  as  it 
were,  with  their  original  stamina.  What  they 
first  acquired  h^  practice,  was  perpetuated  by  im- 
itation. To  this  day,  it  is  cherished  by  habit;  by 
continuance,  it  has  become  necessary  to  them,  as 
a  sort  of  second  nature.  This  tendency  of  their 
mind  was  strengthened  bv  the  freedom  of  the  in- 
stitutions under  which  tney  lived ;  and,  before 
the  lapse  of  half  a  century,  from  their  landing  in 
these  climes;  they  disputed  fiercely  with  their 
governors  about  patronage  and  prerogative^  In 
process  of  tiine,  attempts  were  made  to  tax  their 
commerce  without  their  consent,  and  to  levy  mo- 
ney upon  them,  not  voted  by  representatives  of 
their  own  chooj^iag.  They  resisted  ;  they  appeal- 
ed to  arms.  The  duties  on  glass,  painters'  colors, 
and  tea,  were  not  oppressive  in  their  amount;  but. 
being  wrong  in  principle,  our  predecessors,  unal- 
terably attached  to  a  free  jurisprudence,  and  a 
free  trade,  declared  magnanimously  that  they 
would  not  tolerate  the  encroachments.  They 
adopted  the  maxim  of  prindpiis  obHa^  of  oppos- 
ing tyranny  at  its  onset.  They  made  early  oppo- 
sition, and  their  resistance  was  efl^ectual. 
^  The  quarrel  which  terminated  in  the  Revolu- 
tion was  thus  the  ofispring  of  a  misunderstanding, 
principally  commercial;  and, indeed, grounded  in 
commercial  restrictions.  And  1  mention  it  to 
demonstrate  the  temper  and  feeling  of  our  people, 
while 'yet  in  the  Colonial  condition,  upon  this 
important  point.  That  was  a  contest  upon  a  pre- 
cautionary idea,  and  Undertaken  less  from  any 
injury  actually  sustained,  than  from  oppression 
apprehended. 

Independence  was,  nevertheless,  attained,  and 
our  citizens  were  thereby  emancipated  from  their 
provincial  thraldom.  Immediately,  they  became 
more  commercial  than  ever ;  they  quickly  doubled 
the  stormy  Cape,  and  made  visits  to  India  and 
China — they  braved  the  billows,  and  bade  defi- 
ance to  the  tempest^ — they  proved  themselves 
daring  and  intrepid,  almost  beyond  example. 
Shall  I  attempt  a  few  sketches  in  the  maritime 
kistory  of  these  sons  of  liberty  ?  They  wield  the 
axe  better  than  any  other  people;  they  vanquish 
the  stately  tenants  of  the  forests,  and  subject  the 
oak.  and  the  pine,  and  the  cedar,  and  the  locust, 
to  their  power;  they  model  and  constmct  ships 


more  skilfully  than  any  nation  on  the  globe.  1 
quote  the  naval  architects  of  New  York.  Bosto-. 
Philadelphia,  Norfolk,  and  Charleston,  ia  proo 
of  my  assertion.  The  excellence  of  ibeir  s:r«^ 
tures,  whether  you  regard  their  burden  or  tbra 
speed,  is  without  a  parallel  in  aocieut  or  mods;: 
times.  Nor  are  our  countrymen  deficient  in  t^ 
management  and  direction  of  such  floatiD^oa- 
chines.  They  can  spring  a  cable  and  wei^iit: 
anchor  more  expertly  than  the  traos-atlantieas* 
ors;  they  can  hand,  reef,  and  steer  better;  t:^ 
can  perform  a  prescribed  piece  of  service  qoicker 
they  equal  the  most  able  of  the  foreign  maneea 
in  expedients  to  lessen  the  dangers  of  the  st{^ 
and  to  extricate  themselves  from  the  horrors  eft 
lee-shore.  Their  activity  has  really  wroi^ 
wonders.  While  some  of  them  are  explor.:; 
high  latitudes  for  a  Southern  continent  aoo'ir 
has  taken  possession  (Crusoe-like)  of  the  ress 
island  of  Tristan  d'Acunha  ;  while  a  third  tcsek: 
the  arts  of  civilization  to  the  natives  of  the  Sui^ 
wich  Islands,  and  a  fourth  plants  the  seeds  of  «t> 
pire  on  the  banks  of  the  Northwestern  GoIqidU 
To  belt  the  globe,  is  become  with  them  a  cofr 
moQ  feat,  an  ordinary  act  of  commercial  cq^ 
The  sandal-wood  of  the  Fejee  islands,  the  per^ 
of  the  Carolinas,  and  the  buche  demer  of  xrr 
Philippines,  are  sought  almost  as  familiarly  as  ti! 
productions  of  the  West  Indies.  If  tbej  §£ 
force  necessary  to  carry  on  that  commerce,  tiif 
apply  that  force,  remove  difficulties  abrais 
their  own  way,  and  excite  no  inquiries  at  &«» 
about  their  proceedings.  By  individual  effont^ 
science  of  physical  geography  and  the  art  of  c> 
ctlmnavigation,  are  as  much  improved  dov+ 
days,  and  in  thiscouotry,  as  they  havehereun> 
been  by  the  munificence  of  nations,  eves  ru 
European  monarchs  at  their  head.  And,  wEuf 
worthy  of  particular  notice  in  these  voyages.tu' 
who  engage  in  them  perfectly  know  bow  corK^ 
ity  may  be  blended  with  profit,  and  how  i&^a* 
the  Water,  anil  the  earth,  may  be  so  hid  wk 
contribution  -as  to  afford  them  a  rich  rewsid  (^ 
their  toils. 

I  have  heard  it  said,  that. the  revolotiooarr  Ca;| 
^esa  had  conceived,  as  soon  as  the  iodiridefc' 
States  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  sorreoder  » 
impost  then  belonging  lo  them,  a  duty  of  fireicr 
centum  ad  valorem,  would  defray  aH  the  needfy 
expenses  of  the  General  Government.  AU  ib^ 
calculations  of  Allure  income  rested  upon  coo- 
merc'e.  The  framers  of  the  Coostitotion,  oodcr 
which  we  are  now  by  God's  blessing  assembHj 
appear  to  have  entertained  similar  views  of  iki 
system  of  revenue.  This  may  be  inferred.  fr9« 
the  power  expressly  given  to  Congress  'Morejs- 
late  commerce."  And  this,  sir,  is  not  a  dormatf 
power,  like  that  granted,  but  never  exercised^^|E 
fix  the  standard  of  weights  and  measures.^  u 
has  been  often  the  object  of  legislative  eoacimeit' 
It  is  one  of  the  most  weighty  and  imponant  coi- 
cessions  of.  power  that  that  incomparable  instTS- 
ment  confers.  I  conceive  the  authors  of  i» 
Constitution  to  have  been  the  lords  of  the  soil  asi 
the  true  representatives  X)f  the  landed  intereft- 
They  were  not  a  coaveotion  of  professed  me- 
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:hants ;  but  m^reUr  an  assembly  of  gentlemen 
nrith  commercial  feelJDgs.  They  have  left  one 
)f  the  strongest  proofs  of  this  that  was  ever  re- 
corded, by  prohibiting  Congress  from  laying  a 
)aty  on  exports.  Thas  tjiat  patriotic  body,  with 
I  jealous  vigilance  and  foresight,  took  care  of  th^ 
i^riculture  and  the  commerce  of  their  country. 
Koowiog  fhe  connexion  between  these  two  great 
branches  of  human  enterprise,  in  nature  and  in 
fact,  they  would  not  sever  them. in  practice  nor 
svea  in  theory ;  and  for  the  most  valid  reasons 
iliat  can  be  conceived.  Agriculture  has  been  de- 
tlared  to  be  the  mistress,  and  Commerce  the  hand- 
naid.  Yet  the  correctness  of  this  may  well  be 
pestioned.  Their  relation  is  of  another  kind  ; 
noreconsaDguineousand  ^ore  intimate.  I  should 
rather  pronounce  them  to  be  sisters;  that  the 
sisters  were  of  twin  connexion  )  and  that  Agri- 
culture, had  the  advantage  of  Commerce  only  in 
thecircamstance  of  being  the  elder-born.  Awsiy 
then  with  that  political  error  which  disjoins  ties 
and  affinities  so  intimate  as  these ! 

The  Constitution  also  bestows  upon  Qs  the 
power  to  build  and  employ  a  navy ;  intending,  no 
doubt,  thereby  to  afford  a  safeguard  to  that  prop- 
erty and  those  persons  who  were  embarked  in 
eoirmerce.  It  was  perfectly  plain  that  rapacity 
and  violence  had  not  deserted  the  earth  ;  that  un- 
protected wealth  would  tempt  the  hand  of  cupid- 
ity; and  that  the  weak  would  occasionally  in 
these  days  of  refinement,  as  in  the  ruder  times  of 
yore,  be  made  the  prey  of  the  strong.  Letters  of 
marque  and  reprisals  were  therefore  authorized 
tipoD  proper  occasions ;  and  rules  concerning  cap- 
tures were  intrusted  to  our  legislative  discretion. 

Fully  possessed  of  all  this  knowledge  and  all 
this  power,  the  people  of  the  United  States  have 
been  remarkably  pacific ;  they  have  been  more 
than  pacific ;  they  have  acted  under  a  persuasion 
that  other  nations  would  be  equally  pacific,  at 
least  towards  them.  Our  citizens  have  Entertained 
too  good  an  opinion  of  mankind ;  and  in  conse- 
quence, they  have  fallen  alone  and  helpless  into 
the  dens  of  thieves  and  sharpers.  They  have  ad- 
Teotured  with  large  sums  of  money  in  their  pur- 
ses, among  pirates  and  raflSans,  without  pistols 
aod  side-arms  of  any  sort  to  defend  themselves. 
Like  the  feeble,  good  humored  and  forgiving, 
everywhere  they  have  been  kidnapped,  and  plun- 
dered in  all  quarters.  The  millions  and  h\indreds 
of  millions  that  have  been  thus  unlawfully  seized, 
Would  have  ruined  any  people  but  our  own.  But 
&  productive  soil^  worked  by  industrious  hands, 
repairs  losses  with  amazing  quickness.  From 
this  source  it  is,  that  such  immense  depredations 
bave  not  exhausted  us  entirely.  The  waste  of 
plunder  has  been  great;  but  the  efforts  of  repro- 
duction has  been  greater.  It  have  been  urged,  sir, 
that  the  hazards  of  trade  may  be  guarded  against 
by  insurance.  By  paying  a  premium  adequate  tp 
the  risk,  an  adventurer  can  secure  the  sum  men- 
tioned in  his  policy  against  individuals  or  com- 
panies who  wouM  make  good  his  loss.  This  is 
iQdeed  true;  and  such  operations  are  of  the  high- 
est importance  to  men  of  business.  But  in  the 
<ye  of  a  statesman  or  a  sovereign,  it  is  equally  a 


loss  to  the  country,  whether  the  underwriter  or 
the  assured  shall  be  obliged  to  bear  it.  In  either 
case,  there  is  so  much  taken  out  of  the  country; 
there  is  so  much  minus  in  the  great  national  ac- 
count— and  the  process  may  be  carried  so  far  as 
to  be  ruinous  to  both  parties.  I  wish  to  steer  my 
course  free  and  clear  of  such  rocks  and  breakers 
as  these.  If  the  Treasury  now  contained  but  half 
the  sum  of  the  property  burned,  sequestered,  de- 
tained, condemned,  exacted  for  costs,  charges  and 
fees,  and  .wrung  from  the  owners  under  some  foul 
pretext  or  other,  we  should  possess  more  by  half 
than  is  required  to  provide  for  the  decent  protec- 
tion of  our  commerce.    . 

We  are  told,  nevertheless,  that  if  the  tracks  of 
the  ocean,  in  addition  to  their  usual  dangers,  are 
so  beset  with  enemies,  it  is  best  to  keep  out  of 
harm's  way  by  staying  at  home.  This  experi- 
ment has  already  been  tried^  An  embargo  of 
fourteen  months  was  abandoned  from  a  convic- 
tion of  the  impossibility  of  enforcing  it.  The 
people,  it  seemed,  must  and  would  trade.  Many- 
would  adventure ;  no  restraints  could  bind  them. 
They  proceeded  to  sea  without  the  accustomed 
documents,  and  the  courtesy  of  the  British  gave 
the  runaways  a  favorable  reception; 

Our  people,  as  I  said  before,  are  bred  to  com- 
merce. They  are  devoted  to  navigation  ;  barter 
and  s^le  are  their  delight.  The  spirit  of  business 
warnis  them.  Whether  permitted  or  not,  certaia 
portions  of  them  will  go  abroad  in  quest  of  better 
fortune.  Nothing  that  I  know,  not  despotisnr  it- 
self, will  induce  them  to  surrender  their  birth- 
right, the  privilege  of  ploughing  the  ocean  for  a 
market. 

It  is  not  now  the  question,  whether  our  constit- 
uents shall  be  a  commercial  people  or  not.  That 
die  has  long  ago  been  cast.  We  are  so :  and  the 
dispute  which  at  present  agitates  us,  is  a  nullity, 
if  we  do  not  intend  to  continue  so.  If  I  was  to 
enga2;e  as  Plato  did,  in  framing  a  constitution  for 
an  ideal  Republic,  or  after  the  manner  of  More, 
delineate  the  form  of  an  Utopian  government,  I 
do  not  affirm  that  I  would  exclude  external  com- 
merce. But  the  visionary  schemes  of  closet-pol- 
iticians are  not  the  matters  upon  which  we  are 
deliberating ;  ours  is  practichl  business.  It  is  a 
decision  of  the  course  which  it  is  wisest  and  best 
to  take,  under  a  constitution  which  recognises 
foreign  trade,  derives  its  principal  pecuniary  sup- 
plies from  the  exercise  of  that  trade,  and  invests 
us,  the  legislative  administrators  of  that  consti- 
tution, with  the  presiding  care  over  it. 

The  experience  of  ages  has  sufficiently  proved 
that,  if  men  expose  their  persons  among  barba- 
rous strangers,  they  are  liable,  in  a  multitude  of 
cases,  to  insult  and  captivity  ;  and  if  they  have 
treasure  or  merchandise  in  their  possession,  rob- 
bery and  murder  are  but  too  often  practised  by 
the  assailants.  Does  not  the  sheiJc  who  com- 
mands the  caravan  traversing  the  Arabian  sands, 
know  the  danger  of  his  undertaking  7  Is  he  for- 
getful that  bis  camels,  those  ^'bhips  of  the  desert," 
with  all  their  precious  loading,  pilgrims,  huci- 
ffters,  and  all,  will  become  the  spoil  of  some  free- 
booter, unless  he  shall  be  prepared  to  purchase  a 
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trace  by  eash,  or  procure  a  peace  by  arms  ?  Can 
anjr  odc  be  ignorant  that,  throughout  the  greater 
part  of  the  world,  force  is  the  fashionable  law ; 
and  they  who  cannot  braYe  it  must  bend  to  it? 
The  dissolution  of  the  old  settled  rule  and  order 
of  Europe  in  these  tumultuous  timesj  has  pro- 
duced a  state  of  society  among  the  nations  there, 
both  in  its  motives  and  actions,  similar  to  the  lex 
fortioris  of  the  Asfatics.  What  is  the  inference 
Co  be  drawn  by  a  rational  mind  upon  these  things  ? 
Why,  plainly,  that  the  persons  and  property  of 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  when  abroad  on 
lawful  commercial  enterprises,  shall  be  directly 
protected  by  a  force  at  hand,  or,  that  the  foreign- 
ers who  violate  the  flag  of  our  pation,  do  it  at 
their  peril,  and  under  absolute  assurance  that  they 
shall  eventually  be  called  to  answer  for  it  with  an 
avenging  arm.  The  high  and  mightv  personages 
who  rule  the  portion  of  mankind  called  (what  a 
monstrous  perversion !)  civilized,  have  lost  much 
of  their  respect  for  waxen  seals  and  covenants  on 
parchment. 

Let  us,  for  a  moment,  Mr.  Chairman,  examine 
the  nature  of  the  controversy  we  have  with  Great 
Britain.  It  puts  me  in  mind  of  the  man  and  bis 
mistress — he  vowed  he  could  not  live  with  her, 
and  yet,  he  swore  he  could  not  live  wjibout  her. 
The  controversy  is  not  territorial.  We  had,  it  is 
true,  a  discussion  about  the  St.  Croix  river,  and 
the  boundary  between  the  district  of  Maine  and 
the  province  of  New  Brunswick.  There  is,  also, 
a  limit,  not  yet  ascertained  by  chain  and  compass, 
io  the  Northwest.  The  course  from  the  Lake  of 
the  Woods  to  the  head  of  the  Misitissippi,  as  di- 
rected by  treaty,  involves  an  impossihiiity.  The 
article  says  it  shall  proceed  west ;  geography  de- 
clares it  must  run  south ;  and  the  discordance  has 
never  been  accommodated.  But  these  diferences 
of  opinion  between  the  parties,  are  amicable,  and 
have  not  been  deemed  causes  of  animosity,  far 
less  or  rupture.  Our  dominion,  therefore,  is  un- 
touched. The  controversy  is  not  genealogical; 
we  have  no  rival  competitors  for  a  throne  among 
us :  our  people  are  not  arrayed  under  their  Tudors 
or  Plantagenets ;  there  is  no  faction  distinguish- 
ing itself  by  the  badse  of  the  White  Rose  in  op- 
TOsition  to  that  which  decks  itself  with  the  Red. 
What  have  we  to  do  with  the  blood-royal,  and 
whether  the  true  or  spurious  issue  shall  succeed  ? 
The  right  of  suffrage  is  free,  and  t  trust  in  God 
it  will  ever  remain  so.  The  electoral  colleges 
perform  their  duty  without  molestation,  and  wo 
betide  the  man  who  shall  interrupt  them ! 

Having  thus  endeavored  to  find  what  the  dis- 
pute is  not,  let  us  try  to  discover  what  it  it.  U  I 
^n  comprehend  the  nature  of  the  altercation,  it 
It  purelv  commercial.  I  beg  the  Committee  to 
ol»erve  how  the  matter  stands.  Before  the  Rev- 
olution Great  Britain  resolved  to  tax  the  colonies, 
bat,  injudiciously  for  her,  attempted  to  gather  the 
tribute  in  the  colonial  ports.  This  was  resisted, 
and  with  such  effect  as  to  overthrow  the  system. 
Since  the  Revoluxion,  the  same  country,  availing 
herself  of  our  preference  for  her  productions  and 
partiality  to  her  manufactures,  pursued  her  plan 
of  taxation.     But,  grown  wiser  by  dear-bought 


experience,  levied  the  contribution  in  her  ovu 
ports,  and  collected  it  in  the  form  of  an  expcn 
duty,  by  her  own  officers^  and  under  her  owi 
laws ;  and  this  mode  of  raising  money  upoD  oor 
consumption  would  have  continued  until  m 
time,  had  not  other  proceedings  given  theslario. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  weary  my  hearers wiik 
tedious  recitals.  I,  therefore,  briefly  obserre  \\ii 
after  various  moves  in  the  game  of  negotiant, 
(aod  a  long  game  it  was,)  our  Governmest  ins 
told  that,  if  we  would  pay  a  transit  duty  toGra: 
Britain,  or  trade  under  licenses  bought  from  k 
we  might  have  access  to  the  continent  of  Euro^; 
that  is  to  say,  if  you  will  pay  her  for  the  priri- 
lege  to  import  your  Champaign  aod  Borgodj 
wines,  and  to  carry  to  France  your  fish,  rice^csi- 
ton,  and  tpbacco.you  may  enjoy  the  trade,  otk- 
wise,  you  will  be  the  subjects  of  capture  aad  oe- 
demnatiun,  wherever  you  may  fall  into  her  poier 
To  avoid  this  degradation,  we  have  deelare^i 
non-importation,  and  refused  to  be  any  longer  c>» 
of  her  customers ;  whereupon,  she  has  decided 
that,  if  we  will  not  trade  with  her,  we  shall  u 
trade  at  the  shop  of  her  enemy.  And  thaN  be- 
tween the  trade  of  France,  which  is  scarecii 
worth  having,  and  that  from. England,  whieiiff! 
have  refused  to  have,  we  are  brought  to  our  prts^ 
ent  siuatron. 

For  outrages  infinitely  less  than  these,  oar  yx- 
decessors  in  1774  ai>d  1775,  resolvpd  on  resUtiLct 
by  force.  Our  adversary  Jcnows,  this  time,  win?: 
to  pinch  us.  She  aims  the  blow  at  our  vulocf- 
able  part.  By  a  single  coup  de  main  she  ub 
money  from  your  people  and  their  GoverDmm 
With  the  same  instrument  of  mischief  she  n^ 
up  their  pockets  and  cuts  to  pieces  the  bag  of  vsa 
Treasury.  With  a  foe  so  expert  in  creaiiof  iv 
dividual  discontent  and  public  embarrassmeii 
have  we  to  contend.  I  am  not,  sir,  iodiscree: 
enough  to  launch  all  we  possess  upon  the  octai. 
In  my  judgment,  we  ought  not,  bv  any  mesas,  t£ 
put  the  whole  of  our  happiness  afloat  Oar  cea." 
est  and  dearest  interests  are  on  terra firma^t^i 
there  they  should  be  preserved  and  maintiiaed. 
But,  at  the  same  time,  I  may  be  permitted  toaf 
that  our  rights  on  the  ocean  are  too  important  tc 
be. sold. or  abandoned.  It  has  been  iogeaiaoslj 
contended  that  oiir  people  are  well  typified  br 
the  mammoth,  a  great  land  animal ;  and  br  oth- 
ers, that  a  becoming  emblem  would  be  the  leTia- 
than,  a  hu^e  inhabitant  of  the  water.  If  I  sbooM 
not  provoxe  the  risibility  of  the  Commiuee  by 
the  observation,  I  would  remark  that  the  mofch 
derided  tortoise,  an  amphibious  creature,  famiiiai 
both  to  land  and  water,  was  a  mpre  appropris^ 
symbol ;  employing  the  former  for  the  molupii' 
cation  of  its  race,  and  the  latter  for  their  better 
subsistence. 

To  employ  an  armv  alone  would  be  to  fi^' 
with  one  hand  tied  benind  our  back.  To  eqoip 
a  naval  force  in  aid  of  the  other  is  to  strike  with 
both  hands.  And,  in  making  a  trial  of  oar  es- 
er^y,  I  wish  it  may  be  done  totu  viribus^  wiib 
might  and  main.  The  idea  I  have,  sir,  of  a  floaty 
in^  force  is,  the  construction  of  as  many  arntew 
ships  and  vessels  as  are  commensurate  with  osr 
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ibilities;  aad  we  are  able  to  accompilibb  much,  if 
re  please.  I  woald  authorize  our  merchant  ships, 
rhicb,  in  my  opinion,  haTe  already  the  right  to 
im  io  their  own  defence^  to  make  prize  of  those 
rbo  wrongfully  attack  them.  If  need  required^ 
would,  on  an  emergency,  hife  ships,  and.  arm 
hem  io  defence  t)f  the  peo|)le's  rights.  I  would 
[rant  commissions  to  indiridoals  who  were  in- 
iioed  to  cruise.  I  would  make  the  most  of  the 
6rce  which  the  gyn  testel»(l  will  not  call  them 
If  their  hackneyed  name)  afford ;  and  I  would  add 
he9Uccor  which  block-ships,  fire-raf^,  and  torpe* 
loes  promise  us.  By  these  means  a  lUtle  fleet 
oight  be  created  whieh  would  more  than  pro- 
eci  your  ports,  harbors,  and  bays.  It  would 
!Ause  your  authority  to  be  respected  beyond  the 
Darioe  league  from  the  shore.  It  would  carry 
be  honors  of  your  flag  to  a  natural  and  well  de- 
bed  boundary,  the  Gulf  Stream,  the  space  be- 
ween  which  ancf  the  coast  miffbt  be  reckoned 
»rt  of  the  national  domain,  f  would  not  at- 
)empt,Mr.  Chairman,  the  construction  of  a  thou- 
•Dd  ships,  To  contend  gun  for  gun  with  our  op- 
XHients.  ?ior,  had  I  fifty  ressets,  would  I  send 
\  challeoge  to  the  enemy  to  come  with  an  equal 
ramber.  and  array  ihemselres  for  a  pitched  bat- 
le.  No  such  gasconading  and  folly  as  that* .  My 
idrice  would  be,  so  to  use  our  vessels  that,  with 
lie  least  unnecessary  exposure  (o  damage  and 
aptare  on  our  part,  we  should  gire  as  much  an- 
toyance  as  possible  to  the  foe.  As  the  reason- 
ings of  negotiation  have  been  ineffectual,  a  more 
»oclusive  logic,  and  a  more  irreaistible  argument 
ire  required. 

I  am  not  mueb  addicted  to  prophesying,  but  I 
MODot  refrain  from  conjecturing  a  few  of  the 
iODsequenoes  that  may  result  from  a  torpid  beha- 
riour  on  this  occasion.  Imagine,  sir,  a  busy  and 
^omercial  people  acting  without  the  patronage 
^  their  own  Qovernment.  Certain  results  may 
be  tolerably  veil  foreseen. 

The  naval  stores  with  which  our  country 
ibounds  raaf  take  their  departure  for  foreign 
QBagaziDes  and  arsenals,  and  increase  the  strength 
H  the  nations  to  whom  the  latter  belong,  to  do  us 
''(e  greatest  harm. 

The  shipwrights  and  artists,  whose  business  it 
>  to  rig  and  repair  ships^  may  shoulder  their  tools 
lod  travel  for  jobs  and  wages  to  the  navy  yards 
Kyond  our  limits. 

Our  native  seamen  may,  peradventure,  follow 
hem ;  and  through  want  or  employ  on  the  one 
>^rt,  and  under  bounties  and  tempting  encourage- 
3)eDts  on  the  other,  be  induced  to  enlist  them- 
*lve8  in  an  alien  service. 

The  merchants  of  the  United  States  may  pos- 
sibly be  induced  to  purchase  the  licenses  dispensed 
^J  the  stronger  Powers ;  and,  under  their  cover, 
pursue  an  unmolested,  a  lucrative,  but  an  abhor- 
fM  commerce. 

Owners  of  ships  and  vessels  may  be  induced  to 
^fm  more  eztensirely  than  heretofore  practised^ 
"^  their  own  defence. 

Companies  of  merchants  and  underwriters  may 
*"'^^  tt  expedient  to  lessen  the  chances  of  loss  by 


equipping  convoys  of  their  own  for  protecting 
the  vessels  they  insure. 

Lastly,  for  I  shall  mention  but  one  more  of  these 
contingencies,  our  seafaring  brethren,  when  left 
too  much  to  themselves  and  exposed  to  rapacious 
pirates,  as  well  as  to  the  boisterous  elements,  may 
conceive  the  project  of  combining  and  confeda-' 
rating  the  defensive  efforts'of  the  maritime  cities, 
^as  Hamburg,  Lubec,  and  their  allied  towns  did 
in  the  middle  ages,)  and  of  forming  a  new  Han* 
seatic  league  in  the  Western  hemisphere. 

Atid  really,  sir,  the  mode  proposed  io  the  bill, 
of  adding  security  both  to  our  coasting  and  our 
foreign  trade,  is  so  plain  and  obvious,*  that  it  Is 
difficult  for  me  to  conceive  how,  in  the  present 
demoralized  and  distracted  state  of  the  nation, 
protection  can  be  granted  in  any  t>ther  way. 

With  thia  view  of  our  violated  commerce,  and 
qf  the  inconveniences  resulting  from  such  viola* 
tion,  I  have  a  firm  conviction  that  it  is  worthy  of 
peculiar  re^rd.  But,  protection  requires  expense^ 
and  our  citizens  are  believed  to  be  averse  to  the 
taxation  and  contribution  necessary  to  defray  that 
expense.  I  feel,  indeed,  it  is  a  hard  and  ungrate- 
ful task,  to.  demand  money  from  our  coostitnenta 
for  the  purposes  of  the  Treasury.  But  I  feel  also 
the  strongest  persuasion  that  they  will  consent  to 
the  requisition  when  they  are  satisfied  it  is  made 
for  their  own  benefit,  and  for  asserting  their  es- 
sential rights  and  interests.  I  know  not  what 
other  members  may  think  on  this  subject ;  but,  for 
that  section  of  the  Union  which  Ihave  the  hon6r 
to  represent,  I  have  uniformly  found  them  prompt 
and  open-handed  in  works  of  charity,  beneto* 
lence,  and  mercy.  When  liberality  and  publie 
spirit  are  in  request,  it  is  not  their  custom  to  be 
wanting.  And  now,  when  under  the  pressure  of 
commercial  embarrassment^  and  the  menace  of 
the  most  serious  evils,  they  are  asked  to  aid  4fae 
finances  of  their  country,  I  cannot  permit  myself, 
forgone  moment,  to  imagine  they  will  grudge 
their  ratable  proportion.  Be  the  sum,  therefore, 
more  or  less,  the  cause,  the  noble  cause  of  whieh 
I  am  the  advocate,  justifies  the  expenditure.  The 
undertaking  must  not  be  abandoned  by  scanting 
the  means.  Our  resources  are  amply  competent. 
We  will  put  our  shoulders  to  the  wheel,  and  do 
what  we  can.  We  have  an  unimpaired  credit  to 
make  loans.  We  have  public  lands  in  store,  whieh 
may  be  pledged  for  the  fulfilment  of  our  engage* 
ments.  Above  all,  we  possess  more  than  minea 
of  gold,  in  our  industry  and  enterprise.  And  as 
the  objects  for  which  we  contend  are  of  the  high^- 
est  importance  to  our  successors,  I  am  willing  to 
draw  bills  upjon  posterity  for  the  amount  of  the 
balance  unpaid. 

The  means  are  easy,  then.  No  doubt  can  be 
entertained  of  the  bravery  of  our  commanders 
and  crews.  The  Spaniards,  the  Moors,  the  Qreek^ 
and  even  the  Bnglish  were  astonished  to  behola 
the  officers  and  seamen  of  our  Navy  passing  the 
Straits  of  Gibraltar  on  their  passage  from  New 
York  to  Tripoli,  in  boats  so  low,  so  small,  so  illy 
adapted  to  cross  the  Atlantic.  Such  a  mixture  of 
discipiine  and  intrepidity  wit  a  phenomenon,  both 
in  the  history  of  that  war,  and  of  navigation. 
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This  voyage  in  boats,  not  vastly  superior  to  bat- 
teaax,  has  aa  air  so  romantic,  that  it  reminds  one 
of  the  witches  who  were  fabled  to  traverse  the 
surface  of  th.e  deep  in  egg-shells.  Should  there 
be  in  the  nation  a  person  who  doubts,  let  him  ex- 
amine the  pages  of  history,  where  are  recorded 
the  deeds  of  Rogers,  Decatur,  Truxtuo,  and  Pre- 
ble, in  chastising  the  enemies  of  their  country. 
And,  allow  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  direct  his  at- 
tention to  that  sumptuous  monument,  erected  by 
the  officers  of  the  Navy  at  this  place,  to  immor- 
talize Somersj  Wadswortb,  Israel,  and  their  asso- 
ciates, for  their  gallant  contempt  of  death. 

Here  you  distinguish  the  love  of  glory,  that 
ornament  of  an  individual  and  of  a  people.  Ob, 
may  we  ever  cherish  among  us  the  ardor  for  an 
honorable  fame  I  May  we  at  no  time  forget  to 
pronounce  eulogies  and  utter  songs,  upon  the  ben- 
efactors of  our  country.  This  elevation  of  soul 
imparts  a  dignity  to  the  human  character,  which 
is  of  inestimable  value,  and  of  a  nature  too  etbe- 
rial  to  be  classed  with  the  gross  possessions  of 
life,  or  to  be  rated  in  any  denomination  of  cur- 
rent money.  It  is  the  lamp  of  life;  when  it  burns 
dim  it  is  the  s}[mptom  of  great  disorder  in  the 
moral  constitation ;  and  when  it  goto  out,  it  shows 
that  the  disease  is  desperate  indeed. 


ToESDAT,  January  21. 

The  Speakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  transmitting  a  list  of 
the  names  of  persons  who  have  invented  any  new 
or  useful  art,  machine,  or  manufacture,  and  to 
whom  patents  have  issued  subsequent  to  the 
twenty-eighth  of  December,  1810,  in  obedience 
to  a  resolullon  of  the  House  of  the  13th  instant. 

NAVAL  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  concerning  the 
Naval  Establishment. 

Mr.  Johnson  said :  I  do  not  know,  sir,  why  I 
should  regret  the  discussion  of  any  subject  in  this 
place,  when  I  recollect  that  each  member  is  under 
the  same  obligationa  of  dotv  and  responsibility. 
Il  has  been  said  that  no  memoer  would  be  thanked 
for  his  vote  in  favor  of  this  bill--aad,  fearless  of 
eensure,  I  shall  oppose  this  attempt  to  lay  the 
foundation,  and  to  pledge  the  property  of  the  peo- 
ple for  naval  systems,  as  ruinous  to  the  finances 
of  the  country,  as  it  will  be  destructive  to  the 
peace  of  the  nation.  After  every  effort  in  my 
power,  I  could  not  suppress  the  sensation  of  sor^ 
row,  that  Congress  should  be  distracted  with  a 
subject  that  would  justly  excite  alarm  throughout 
the  nation,  even  in  the  hours  of  profound  tran^ 

?nility.  I  have  looked  to  the  Treasury  reports,  and 
see  a  national  debt  of  about  fifty  millions  of  dol- 
laia.  I  look  to  the  aggressions  of  England,  and  I 
find  we  have  been  driven  to  the  necessity  of  crea- 
ting a  great  and  expensive  military  force  to  avenge 
oar  wrongs  and  to  expel  the  enemy  from  her  North 
American  colonies.  1  look  to  the  arguments  of 
the  advocates  of  this  pernicious  system,  and  they 
leknowledge  that  wa  are  driven  to  the  brink  of  a 


war  that  will  require  loans  and  taxes,  and  end  it 
a  new  debt  of  at  least  fifty  millions  of  dolUn- 
and  under  these  circumstances,  when  we  are  ap3a 
the  heels  of  a  second  revolution,  when  the  people 
are  likely  to  be  most  pressed  for  the  ways  and 
means  to  ckTTj  on  the  war  with  vigor  and  certiiB 
success,  the  ruinous  system  of  a  great  Davy  b 
pressed  upon  us.    Upon  the  return  of  a  seetnl 
peace,  when  the  British  possessions  shall  be  ioeoF- 
porated  into  the  Union,  and  our  army  disbaodti 
-^when  commerce  shall  be  restored,  and  a  surplfs 
of  revenue  in  the  Treasury — after  meeliog  ik 
demands  of  the  Government,  with  more  proprietf 
might  the  question  be  presented  for  consideratici 
I '  believe,  sir,  since  the  political  reformatioo  :a 
1801,  the  question  of  building  a  navy  had  neref 
been  before  presented  directly  to  the  eoosiderau<s 
of  Congres9.    When  Mi*;  Jefferson,  that  illostrh 
trious  character,  presided  over  the  destinies  of  di? 
United  IStates,  why  was  not  this  navy-boildii( 
proposed  ?    Then  we  had  a  revenue  of  fif:e«- 
millions  of  dollars  annually,  and  a  surplus  io  ibe 
Treasury.    No,  sir,  sdch  a  system  had  beeo  p 
down  too  recently — the  struggles  against  a  oarf 
in  '96-9  were  not  forgotten.    I  deny  the  eapaciry 
of  the  United  States  to  maintain  a  navy  wiibcs: 
oppreasion  to  the 'great  mass  of  the  commonitfii 
the  persons  of  tax-gatherers ;  and  if  a  great  nary 
conld  be  maintained,  it  would  be  more  than  a^ 
less — it  would  be  dangerous  to  the  peace  uJ 
traBquillity  of  this  nation.    I  was  in  favor  of  re- 
pairing and  putting  into  service  the  whole  of  o&r 
iiaval  force,  consisting  of  one  hundred  aod  sixtf- 
two  gunboats  and  upwards  of  fifteen  frigates  ui 
smaller  war-vessels  ;  because  this  naral  force. 
united  with  our  fortifications,  would  gire  seeo- 
rity  to  our  coasts  and  harbors,  protect  oor  coast- 
ing trade,  and  would  be  important  in  tbeprn- 
ent  crisis  to  oo-operate  with  privateers  and  is- 
dividual  eirter prise  a^inst  the  commerce  aai 
plunder  of  Great  Britain.    But  this  is  not  the  ob- 
ject of  the  bill.    It  contemplates  and  embrace  a 
navv  to  protect  our  coinmerce  in  distant  seas  is 
well  aa  at  home,  and  which  cannot  cost  le»  tbaa 
twenty  or  thirty  millions  to  accomplbh;and,wha 
buiit^  would  entail  upon  the  Government  of  th 
United  States  the  annual  expense  of  fifteen  millioa 

of  dollars,  equal  to  the  amount  of  our  whole  rere 
nue  in  the  most  prosperous  years  of  commerce  qd- 
der  the  administration  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  aaddoQUe 
the  amount  of  our  present  financial  income.  U  ^ 
the  system,  as  well  as  the  expense,  that  I  object  to; 
and  while  I  am  ready  as  any  man  to  keepa^o^ 
naval  force,  to  be  confined  to  the  protectioa  of 
our  maritime  frontiers,  as  well  as  I  am  to  ieep 
up  a  small  land  force,  to  protect  our  territorial 
frontiers,  I  will  not  voie  one  cent  for  a  system  of 
naval  force  which  is  destined  to  keep  foreigo  na- 
tions in  check  in  distant  seas,  aod  destined  to  en- 
tail upon  this  happy  Government  perpeioa!  tais 
and  a  perpetually  increasing  natiooal  debt.  Tb« 
people  will  not  support  such  a  Naval  Establisb- 
ment — they  have  the  corrective  in  their  bands; 
and  build  this  fleet  of  twenty  seventy-fonrs  aad 
forty  frigates,  and  the  people  will  in  their  tora 
put  them  down.    But,  sir,  we  are  told,  that  we aie 
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icomniercial  people, and  that  yod  cannot  restrain 
;  spirit  of  enterprise  in  oar  citizens  which  is 
imiied  only  by  the  polar  snows  to  the  North  and 
be  kf  modniains  to  the  South.  No  person 
las  attempted  to  damp  that  gallant  spirit,  Ihat 
aercantiie  enterprise— rs^ch  adventurous  voyages 
tare  been  fostered  and  cherished  by  every  means 
Q  the  power  of  the  Government.  But,  sir,  has 
bis  unparalleled  enterprise,  this  gallant  spirit, 
leea  carried  on  by  a  navy  ?  Such  a  thing  has 
leTer  been  thought  of,  which  proves  that  this 
[Qestion  of  a  navy  has  no  connexion  with  this 
ommercial  enterprise ;  and  the  existence  of  one 
rithout  the  other,  is  positive  proof  of  the  fact. 
hi  it  is  also  said,thjt  agriculture  and  commerce 
re  twin  sisters,  and  thelearned^ntleman  from 
9ew  York  (Mr.  Mitchill,)  will  not  allow  a 
nore  distant  connexion.  I  have  np  objection  to 
Qchaunion,  and  I  did  expect  that  it  would  have 
(eeo  demonstrated  what  was  the  real  relation- 
hip  between  these  twin  sisters  and  a  permanent 
lary ;  whether  it  is  thatof  cousin^german,  brother, 
ir  husband.  As  these  subjects  Have  not  been 
deotified,  I  must  be  permitted  to  say  that  .there 
$  no  connexion — unless  upder  the  disguise  of 
)roteciion,  the  navy  would  be  the  destroyer  both 
)f  commerce  and  agriculture — by  taxes  upon  the 
me  and  constant  war  upon  the  theatre  of  the 
)ther.  The  advocates  of  a  navy  need  not  expect 
0  cover  the  deformity  and  danger  of  the  system 
)j  telling  the  people  they  are  friends  to  the  pro- 
ection  o(  commerce — and  that  those  who  oppose 
tare  read )f  to  relinquish  our  rights  upon  the  ocean. 
Vo,  sir,  this  will  not  do.  They  will  ask  if  our 
lominerce,  as  great  as  it  has  been,  was  ever 
)rotected  by  a  navy. .  They  will  look  at  the  ex- 
leoditure  of  the  public  money— ^ihey  will  see 
:weoty-Dine  millions  of  dollars  expended  upon  our 
}reseQt  Naval  Establishment ;  and  though  they 
nay  not  complain  of  that  prodigal  waste  of  pub- 
ic mooey,  upon  so  small  a  naval  force,  they  wiH 
look  to  the  effects  produced  by  this  power,  and 
•hey  will  refuse  to  augment  it,  until,  indeed,  the 
Peace  Establishment  shall  require  augmentation. 
The  people  will  look  to  the  votes  of,  this  Housa. 
lod  they  will  see  the  opposers^of  a  Navy  willing 
It  this  moment  to  avenge  the  depredations,  upon 
mr  commerce  and  neptral  rights  by  actual  hos- 
iiity.  I  am  not  prepared  to  give  up  our  rights, 
whether  upon  the  ocean  or  upon  land,  whether 
'ommercial  or  personal ;  but  1  may  differ  in  the 
Qeans  of  avenging  the^^e  wrongs,  and  vindicating 
huse  rights,  and  I  shall  ever  differ  from  those 
vho  wish  a  navy  to  ride  triumphant  in  distant 
>«a8.  and,  under  a  pretext  of  protection  to  com- 
fierce,  doom  the  nation  to  galling  burdens  too  in- 
tolerable to  be  borne.  But  we  are  told,  sir,  that 
'his  question  partakes  of  the  character  of  a  self- 
'videot  proposition.  Indeed,  sir,  and  in  what  re- 
spect is  it  entitled  to  this  definition  of  self-evident  ? 
Unless,  indeed,  from  eveify  consideration  of  his- 
tory, experience  and  reason,  it  is  evident  that  a 
I'&vy  is  an  engine  of  power  and  ambition,  calcu- 
lated to  embroil  a  nation  in  quarrels  and  wars, 
jnd  to  fix  permanent  wretchedness  upon  the  in- 
Qttstrioas  class  of  the  people.    Whea  we  look  to 


the  delegation  from  each  State,  we  find  a  difference 
in  sentiment  upon  this  subject,  whether  lying  on 
the  seaboard  or  distant  from  it. 

The  chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee  has  at- 
tempted to  make  us  believe  that  a  navy  is  the  an- 
chor of  oar  hopes,  and  I  dare  venture  (o  say,  hia 
eloquent  colleague  (Mr.  Williams)  will  in  due 
time  denounce  ii  as  the  most  abominable  system' 
— always  employed,  in  the  fell  porposes  of  outrage, 
plunder,  war,  and  death.    The  same  division  pf 
sentinient  exists  in  Massachusetts  as  to  this  de* 
structive  and  expensive  establishment.    And,  sir^ 
let  me  not  omit  to  mention,  the  sentiments  of  the 
Republicans  of  98-9.  were  not  only  entitled  to 
the  love  and  confidence  of  the  people,  but  worthy 
of  our  iibitation.    Nor  will  I  omit  the  resolutions 
of  the  Virginia  Legislature  in  opposition  to  a  navy, 
when  they  remonstrated  against  measures  whicb 
they^  considered  ruinous  to  the  freedom  of  the. 
United  States — nor  is  my  respect  for  those  opin- 
ions lessened,  although  many  Republicans  in  Con- 
gress at  this  time,  and  men  of  talents,  have  be- 
come great  advocates  for  a  navy,  and  I  will  put 
it  to  the  people  whose  opinions  are  entitled  to  their 
approbation,  whether  a  navy  beyoud  the  peace 
establishment  is  ruinous,  or  the  rock  of  our  safety. 
•    Leaving,  the  division  of  sentiment  in  our  coun- 
try, let  us  advert  to  ancient  and  modern  history, 
and  search  for  examples  upon  thi3  important  sub- 
ject.   And  here,  sir,  I  will  take  this  positiop,and 
defy  history  fbr  an  example,  that  no  great  naval 
power  ever  confined  thejr  naval  strength  to  the  le- 
gitimate object  of  protecting  commerce  in  distant . 
seas.    I  will  refer  to  Tyre  and  Sidon,  Crete  and  ' 
Rhodes,  to  Athens  and  to  Carthage.  No  sooner  had 
these  nations  ceased  to  confine  their  navaUtrength 
to  their  maritime  defence  at  home,to  the  protection 
of  their  seacoast,   than  they  were  engaged  ia 
plunder,  piracy,  depredations  upon  other  nations, 
or  involved  in  warii,  which  certainly  accelerated, 
if  it  did  not  produce  the  downfall  and  destructiotk 
of  those  Governments.    Peace  and  tranquillity  is 
not  the  natural  state  of  a  great  naval  power.    A 
disregard  of  public  law, sacred  treaties^and  blood« 
shed,  would'  suit  it  better;  and  it  has  been,  and 
ever  will  be,   the  consequences  of  suck  force. 
These  nations  Turnish  another  example  and  in- 
structive lesson  to  the  present  generation — that 
while  their  commerce  and  navy  furnished  a  small 
part  of  the  people  with  the  luxuries  of  every 
country  at  that  time  known,  the  great  mass  of 
citizens  at  home  were  miserable  and  oppressed* 
Their  rights  neglected,  their  burdens  increased, 
and  their  happiness  destroyed,  while  their  fleets 
and  external  grandeur  carried  astonishment  and 
terror  to  distant  nations.    When  a  nation  puts 
forth  her  strength  upon  the  ocean,  the  interior  of 
the  country  will  be  neglected  and  oppressed  with 
contributions.    Ancient  history  does  not  furnish 
a  solitary  instance  of  any^  permanent  good,  or  Ions 
continuance  of  peace  arising  from  a  great  naval 
supremacy ;  such  overgrown  power,  such  unnatr 
ural  strength,  must  feed  upon  plunder,  at  home  and 
abroad,     when  we  come  to  modern  nations  we 
have  proof  before  as  of  the  positions  I  have  taken. 
I  We  have  been  told  of  Holland,  as  a  people  exist- 
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iDg  in  a  most  flourishing  state  of  prosperotis  com- 
merce without  a  navy  to  protect  it,  and  we  have 
beeti  told  of  Spaio  as  a  naval  power  without  com- 
merce to  protect.  But  leaving  these  examples,  let 
us  look  at  Frai>ce  and  Great  Britain ;  we  here 
have  examples  before  our  eyes;  we  need  np  his- 
lorv ;  the  facts  are  before  us. 

Adibit  that  Great  Britain,  with  her  thousand 
vessels,  could  protect  her  lawful  commerce,  let  me 
ask,  if  her  navy  has  ever  been  confined  to  that  ob- 
ject ;  whether  it  is  confined  to  that  object  at  this 
time ;  whether  her  nav]^  has  not  fattened  upon 
the  spoils  of  Europe,  Asia,  Africa,  and  America, 
and  the  commerce  of  neutral  nations,  making  war 
equally  upon  friends  and  enemies.  Her  navy,  tri- 
umphant in  every  sea,  is  employed  in  a  system  of 
plunder  against  the  world,  and,  notwithstanding 
this  supremacy,  we  see  ner  citizens  groaning 
under  a  national  debt  of  eight  hundred  millions  of 
pounds  sterling,  more  than  all  the  nations  of  the 
universe  could  pay.  We  see  her  upon  the  preci- 
pice of  bankruptcy — we  see  her  people,  her  nu- 
merous subjects,  loaded  with  taxes,  that  would  as- 
tonish any  man  who  did  not  know  the  fact — not- 
withstanding^ this,  the  public  debt  is  daily  increa- 
sing, and  it  is  now  acknowledged  by  all  the  world 
that  she  is  fighting  for  her  existence — victorious  at 
sea  and  safe  at  home  from  invasion,  and  still  her 
very  existence  is  at  stake.  Sir,  I  never  wish  to 
see  the  liberties  of  my  country  aiioat  upon  the 
ocean  and  staked  upon  the  strength  of  a  navy. 
Look  at  France,  separated  from  her  enemy  by  a 
narrow  channel,  without  vessels  to  meet  the  fleets 
of  England  on  the  water,  and  still  she  is  unable 
to  burn  the  seaport  towns  of  France  or  invade  the 
French  territories,  or  in  any  way  to  make  an  im- 
pression upon  her.  Populous  and  powerful  upon 
land,  nothing  but  the  imperial  despotism  that  ex* 
ists  throughout  that  vast  empire^  prevents  the 
country  from  being  the  most  enviable  residence 
upon  the  globe,  except  our  own  favored  land. 
Let  not  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  there- 
fore stake  their  existence  upon  navies,  let  us  not 
withdraw  the  protecting  hand  of  Groverpment 
from  the  soil;  let  us  not  increase  the  burdens  of 
the  people,  and  weigh  them  down  with  a  public 
debt  to  support  external  grandeur.  Do  not  by 
this  system  destroy  the  afiections  and  attach- 
ments of  the  solid  and  honest  part  of  the' commu- 
nity, who  support  the  Government  of  the  country. 

Sir,  the  report  of  the  Naval  Committee  has  as- 
sumed principles  as  erroneous  as  they  are  novel-— 
that  the  protection  of  maritime  commerce  was, 
above  all  other  objects,  the  first  and  the  greatest 
consideration  which  laid  the  foundation  for  the 
ptesent  Constitution.  There  is  nothing  to  war- 
rant such  a  position;  and  no  reason  does  exist 
why  our  commercial  rights  should  have  been  bet- 
ter secured  than  the  other  various  rights  and  in- 
terests embraced  b}r  that  charter  of  our  indepen- 
dence. In  the  specific  grants  of  power,  Congress 
has  the  authority  to  regulate  commerce  with  for- 
efgif  nations,  with  the  sever&I  States,  and  with 
the  Indian  tribes:  not  giving  preference  in  lan- 
guage to  foreign  over  State  and  domestic  com- 
merce.   I  will  admit,  sir,  that  our  commercial 


rights  formed  one  of  the  primarr  considentiocw 
not  more  primary  than  the  rights  of  agricuhdre 
and  raanuiactures,  nor  the  rights  of  property,  the 
rights  of  persons,  protection  from  foreign  iDTaiioa 
and  aggression,  or  from  internal  foes.  Tbee 
rights  were  equally  important,  and  not  less  ibt 
considerations  which  strengthened  the  bonds  cf 
the  Union.  And  if  any  consideration  had  s  pr^'* 
erence,  it  arose  from  considerations  of  pesceui 
war. 

When  I  look  into  the  preamble  of  the  Co&s^ 
tution.  which  to  be  sure  is  no  specific  gnmi 
power,  but  is  an  interpretation  of  the  objecui 
that  ^reat  charter  of  our  Union,  I  find  it  was  to 
establish  justice,  insure  domestic  tra uqu ill itjr.  pro- 
vide for  the  common  defence  and  general  weltL't 
and  to  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty,  thai  i^ 
Constitution  was  adopted ;  and  although  man- 
time  commerce  has  only  a  co-equal  right  v.u 
all  others,  still,  the  greatest  means  and  resoorns 
of  the  Gk)vern men t  nave  been  directed  to  i(5  pro- 
tection. And  still  it  would  seem,  if  ^edoDOt 
ruin  the  nation  by  the  establishment  of  a  oan. 
we  wish  to  make  encroachments  upon  comnmce, 
to  damp  the  commercial  spirit.  And  this  weiR 
told  in  the  face  of  facts,  which  appear  upon  reccrd. 
and  in  the  face  of  every  expensive  war  measor; 
now  taken  and  adopted.  Sir,  in  a  colootal  staii 
it  was  a  duty  upon  tea  that  was  the  imioediau 
cause  of  a  war,  which  was  bloody  indeed,  aoi 
continued  upwards  of  seven  years;  a  cocdict 
which  has  no  parallel  in  history  as  to  its  begic- 
ning  and  termination.  And  at  this  momeot,Tio- 
lations  of  our  neutral  rights  upon  the  oceao  in 
primary  cause  why  we  are  about  to  wageasecooi 
war  with  Great  Britain ;  and  still  we  are  grarelf 
told  that  we  are  unwilling  to  protect  commerce. 
and  that  we  are  ready  to  abandon  it,  because  ve 
will  not  vote  away  tne  substance  of  the  people 
upon  a  system  of  policy  which  must  ruin  the  ot- 
tion  if  not  crushed  in  its  infancy.  TheCoosutQ- 
lion  says,  Congress  shall  have  the  power  to  pro- 
vide and  maintain  a  navy.  And  this  has  beea 
read.  So  has  it  authorized  Congress  to  raise  aod 
sifpport  armies,  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  and  f]^ 
clare  war;  but  the  Constitution  does  not  fix  the 
limit  of  these  powers,  and  all  are  liable  to  aba«e. 
And  the  Convention  did  not  suppose  that  aoy 
Congress  would  so  far  abuse  these  powers  as  to 
keep  cither  a  standing  army  in  time  of  peace, 
which  niust  endanger  the  liberties  of  the  people. 
or  a  permanent  navy,  that  would  involve  as  ia 
continual  ^ars  with  other  nations,  and  peran* 
nent  taxes  upon  the  people.  A  reasonable  Peace 
Establishment  to  protect  our  maritime  and  terri- 
torial frontier,  consistent  with  strict  ecooo^ifi 
must  have  been  contemplated ;  and  this  force, 
naval  and  military,  we  have  maintained;  aodwe 
are  as  secure  as  a  nation  can  expect  to  be  from 
savagesor  a  maritime  foe.  There  would  beasmucb 
reason  why  we  should  keep  in  paV  five  buodre^ 
thousand  regular  troops  in  time  of  peace,  as  your 
twentv  vessels  of  seventy-four  guns  and  yoQj 
forty  frigates,  in  addition  to  our  present  oaTU 
force.  In  every  point  of  view,  therefore,  t  p«f* 
manent  navy  is  as  injurious  to  the  couotrjas* 
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landiDg  army.  One  will  eodaDger  your  liberties 
y  conquest,  and  the  other  by  wars  with  foreign 
atioDS. 

So  far  from  oar  not  having  protected  commercei 
:has  engrossed  the  whole  attention  of  the  Gov- 
roment.  I  am  ready  to  go  farther;  but  not  with 
view  to  neglect  other  rights  and  interests  equally 
ear  to  us  all.  I  wi^h  to  see  every  facility  given 
)  the  interchanse  of  commodities  amon^  the 
everal  States.  It  would  be  a  pleasing  spectacle 
)  mv  mind.  We  are  blest  beyond  every  other 
eoplCj  in  soil,  climate,  and  productions.  The  rice, 
otlon,  and  sugar  of  Orleans,  Georgia,  and  South 
)arolina,  the  lead  of  Louisiana,  the  hemp  of  the 
V^estern  States^  the  tobacco  and  flour  or  Norths 
/arolina,  Virginia,  and  the  middle  States,  in- 
ludJDg  Pennsylvania,  the  warehouse  of  every 
ommodity,  and  the  manufactures  and  shipping 
(New  York  and  the  New  EngJand  Sutes.  This 
rade  would  be  valuable,  and  would,  not  depend 
ipoD  the  caprice  of  foreign  despots.  But  we  are 
sked,  emphatically,  how  will  you  protect  com- 
oerce?  The  answer  is  ^asy.  We  will  protect 
t  as  we  have  protected  it.  In  times  of  peace,  we 
rrilact  with  justice  towards  all  the  world;  we 
rill  pass  navigation  laws,  and  divert  the  com- 
aerce  of  the  country  from  nations  who  will  not 
espect  our  rights.  If  these  expedients  should 
til  us.  we  must  resort  to  the  last  alternative — war. 
^or,  before  we  make  war  it  will  not  be  pretended 
bat  we  can  authorise  our  navy  to  avenge  the 
rroDgs  of  our  merchants,  or  yoq  would  take  from 
Congress  the  right  to  declare  war,  and  give  it  to 
>ur  Daval  commanders.  But  I  am  asked,  how 
vill  you  contend  with  a  maritime,  nation,  with- 
)Dta  navy?  Str^  that  question  is  as  easily  an- 
twered  as  the  first.  I  will  ask,  how  we  succeeded 
Q  ibe  Revolutionary  war?  We  were  without 
loy  security  upon  our  seacoast.  and  still  we  suc- 
reeded.  But  to  be  more  specific — I  would  grant 
eiters  of  marque  and  reprisal,  and  authorize  pri- 
raieeriog.  Give  scope  to  individual  enterprise, 
to  destroy  the  commerce  of  the  enemy — which 
:aQ  be  doae  efiectually.  I  wouhJ  fortify  our  sea- 
port towns;  station  our  gunboats  and  frigates 
iloQg  our  coast,  to  protect  us  at  home.  And  in 
ibis  way  I  would  in  war  avenge  the-  infractions 
^four  neutral  rishts. 

It  has  been  asked,  if  we  were  secure  from  mari- 
time invasion.*  I  answer,  we  are  well  fortified 
igaiost  any  naval  force;  not  beyond  possibility  of 
iojury,  but  as  well  secured  as  can  be  expected* 
We  have  one  hundred  and  sixty-two  gunboats, 
and  frigates  and  sloops  amounting  to  fifteen  now 
in  service,  and  two  or  three  sea-worthy,  might  be 
fepaired.  The  Gulf  Stream  has  been  fixed  upon, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  learned  gentleman  from 
New  York,  as  the  proper  limit  of  .our  territorial 
sea.  I  have  no  objection  to  that  limit ;  I  think 
nature  has  fixed  that  boundary  for  us ;  and  con- 
i»ideriDg  our  coast  to  differ  from  the  bold  shores 
of  Europe,  it  would  not  be  unreasonable  to  claim 
^bis  as.  a  sea  in  which  our  vessels  should  be  ex- 
empt from  search,  or  any  other  rule  of  the  laws 
of  natioDs.  1  will  yield  to^o  man  in  protecting 
commerce,  or  any  other  right  of  the  nation.    But 


I  wish  to  confine  myself  to  legitimate  Oceans,  and 
no^  means  that  will  be  ak  fatal  to  the  happiness 
of  the  country  as  the  evil  intended  to  be  reme- 
died. We  have  been  told  that  our  commerce  in 
interrupted  by  picaroons  and  pirates  from  the 
West  Indies,  and  the  many  insults  and  injuries 
which  we  have  suffered  within  or  near  our  ports 
a i>d  harbors.  These  things  are  no  argu  ment  with 
me  to  augment  our  naval  force  at  this  time.  Arm 
your  merchant  vessels,  and  they  will  never  com- 
plain of  buccaneers  or  pirates  from  St.  Domingo ; 
and  this  is  a  right  that  shoi^ld  be  given  to  them, 
under  certain  regulations ;  and  as  to  the  indigni- 
ties which  we  experience  from  the  war  vessels  of 
Great  Britain,  I  will  state  that  it  was  our  own 
fault  that  we  did  ru>t  on-  those  several  occasions 
wipe  awav  the  insult  and  avenge  the  injury  re- 
ceived. When  the  unfortunate  Pierce  was  mur- 
delved  by  a  British,  naval  oflSicer,  and.carried  into 
New  York,  would  it  no(  have  been  the  n^ost  cor- 
rect coarse  to  have  takea  satisfaction  upon  the 
sapije  Vessel  from  which  the  injury  was  received  1 
If  so,  the  means  were  as  much  in  our  powBr  as  if 
we  had  owned  forty  frigates;  the  order  alone 
was  wanting.  But  was  the  course  a  correct  one 
in  abstaining  from  'farther  bloodshed  7  Ijf  so,  let 
it  rest.  In  the  attack  upon  the  Chesapeake,  would 
it  not  have  been  most,  prudent  to  have  sacrificed 
that  vessel  and  her  crew?  If  so,  a  force  coul4 
have  been  collected  in  a  f«w  days  to  have  made 
the  sacrifice ;  the  order  alon^  was  wanting.  la' 
those  two  cases,  and  in  every  other  indignity 
committed  within  our  own  waters,  the  desire  of 
peace  and  the  nature  of  our  Government  pre- 
vented the  immediate  satisfaction  for  the  griev- 
ance, and  an  appeal  was  made  to  negotiation. 
From  these  considerations,  no  argument  can  be 
drawn  to  support  a  naval  establishment.  If  we 
have  been  tardy  in  resisting  the  injuries  we  have 
received  from  foreign  nations,  we  must  ascribe  it 
to  the  proper  cause,  and  not  to  the  want  of  a 
navy.  But»  if  something  more  must  be  done  at 
this  time,  and  we  must  expend  more  money  to 
secure  the  coasting  trade,  I  would  offer  a  substi- 
tute for  the  bill  upon  your  table;  I  would  uke 
up  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
upon  roads  and  canals,  and  I  would  adopt  his 
ioea,  and  execute  his  plan  of  opening  an  inland 
tide- water  navigatioafrom  Boston  to  Georgia,  by 
cutting  four  canals,  which  would  not  cost  more 
than  three  millions  of  dollars,  according  to  the 
estimates,  viz:  from  Boston  to  Rhode.  Island, 
above  the  isthmus  of  Barnstable;  from  the  Rari- 
tan  to  the  Delaware;  thence  to  the  Chesapeake; 
thence  to  Alben^arle  Sound.  A  navigation  more 
secure  in  war,  or  more  secure  from  interruption, 
than  you  would  receive  from  your  forty  frigates 
and  your  twentjr  seventy-four  gunships.  But  this 
durai)le  navigation  has  not  the  splendor  of  navies 
about  it,  and  1  could  not  expect  my  substitute  to 
be  adopted;  internal  improvements  of  this  kind 
do  not  suit  our  towering  minds.  Now,  sir,  if  we 
had  the  free  navigation  of  the  St.  Lawrence  to 
the  North,  as  we  lieve  of-  the  Mississippi  to  the 
South,  connected  with  this  internal  tide- water 
,  navigation,  we  skiould  embrace  the  most  impor- 
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tant  interests  of  every  part  of  the  United  States. 
We  ate  told  that  this  i;  the  cheapest  mode  ot 
defence — naval  protection  is  the  cheapest  tnode 
of  defence.'  It  may  be  go  in  theory  and  in  cal- 
culation, but  I  know  it  is  not  so  in  practice.  It 
is  adnsitted  grenerally  that  the  nayy  of  Great 
Britain  has  involved  her  in  greater  expenses  than 
any  other  svstem  of  defence,  and  the  oppression 
of  the  people  is  g^reatiy  owingf  to  this  caused  Bat, 
sir,  the  advocates  of  a  navy  speak  as  if  this  force 
would  supersede  the  necessity  of  armies,  fortifi- 
cations, &c.  Is  it  possible  that  any  man  can  sup- 
pose that  the  establishment  of  a  navy  would  dis- 
pense with  fortifications?  No  matter  what  your 
force,  if  yoq  had  no  fortifications,  such  a  city  as 
New  York  might  and  would  be  laid  in  ashes. 
Some  daring  Admiral,  such  as  Lord  Nelson,  or 
Preble,  if  any  other  nation  could  boast  of  such  a 
man,  would  tush  into' danger  and  court  death  to 
accomplish  such  an  object — an  attempt  which 
would  be  folly  against  well  built  fortifications 
and  batteries ;  so  with  Charleston  and  Boston. 
These  places  are  not  going  to  fi^ive  up  their  forti- 
ficatipns  and  their  cannon.  1  would  inquire,  in 
my  turn,  whether  this  cheap  defence,  the  navy, 
could  quell  the  savages  on  the  Wabash,  or  take 
the  Canadas  and  Nova  Sco^a.  I  suppose  the 
advocates  of  a  navy  would  dispeiise  with  gun- 
lK)ats,  that  most  invaluable  species  of  defence  in 
ports  and  harbors,  shoals,  or  still  water^,  A  species 
of  defence  recommended  by  that  illustrious  man, 
Mr.  Jefferson,  because  he  knew  their  utility  at 
home.  and.  the  little  daiiger  of  their  being  used  in 
distaiit  Seas,  to  acquire  naval  glory  alone.  I 
would  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  St. 
Lawrence,  the  Delaware,  tl>e  Mediterranean,  the 
ports  of  Europe,  and  the  Baltic,  the  theatre  of 
their  successful  operation  in  almost  every  in- 
stance. Ridicule  and  laughter  shall  ne^er  change 
my  opinion  as  to  their  efficacy.  But,  sir,  the  evil 
of  impressment  must  necessarily  grow  out  of  this 
establishment.  It  has  been  contended  already 
that  we  would  have  the  right  in  time  of  wac  to 
prevent  our  seamen  from  going  on  board  priva- 
teers, and  we  could  compel  them  to  serve  in  our 
national  ships.  This  then  is  the  doctrine  of  im- 
pressment in  its  fullest  extent.  You  restrain  the 
citizen  in  his  movements,  and  compel  him  to 
serve  on  your  vessels  of  war.  Make  a  pretext  for 
war,  and  every  poor  man  in  the  country  would 
be  in  danger  of  outrage  to  his  person,  and  com- 

Selled  to  leave  his  wife,  his  children,  and  sacred 
ome^  to  serve  in  your  vessels  of  war.  Mention 
is  made  of  the  martial  spirit  of  our  citizens,  and 
the  gallant  spirit  of  our  naval  officers.  No  mau 
can  appreciate  their  bravey  more  than  I  do.  The 
attack  upon  Tripoli,  crowned  the  American  offi- 
cers and  seamen  with  as  much  glory  and  honor 
as  any  battle  or  sea-fight  that  we  read  of  in  an- 
cient or  modern  history.  They  contended  with 
unequal  forces;  they  grappled  with  the  enemy 
at  his  own  door  with  unequal  numbers,  and  they 
conquered. 

But,  sir,  these  glorious  conflicts  gave  us  a  name, 
and  immortalize  those  who'  are  the  actors  io  the 
scene,  without  being  connected  with  the  real 


happiness  or  prosperity  of  the  natioa.  I  hau 
traced,  in  the  pages  of  history,  Lord  Nelsoo.  tbt 
British  Admiral,  to  the  Ntfe.  I  see  him  crowod 
with  never-fadinz  laurels,  in  t^e  engagement  of 
Aboukir;  I  see  him  ride  into  the  Baltic,  aod.  br 
prodigies  of  valor,  reduce  the  Danes  to  sabmii- 
sion;  I  see  him  off  Trafalgar,  where  hedidio 
the  arms  of  Victory.  But  DotwithstandiDg  thee 
achievements,  I  see  the  national  debt  of  EagUsd 
increase ;  I  see  all  England  still  under  her  bsi 
of  taxes;  I  see  the  con^mon  people  unhappy aa^ 
oppressed.  I  wish  to  confine  our  gallant  offic?» 
to  the  defence  of  our  maritime  frontier.  In  vir 
we  shall  have  enough  for  them  to  do.  I  wisk 
such  men  as  Rogers,  Decatur,  Gordon,  and  tk* 
rest  of  our  officers  who  are  ready  to  devote  tbeir 
lives  to  the  service  of  their  couotrv,  kept  near  si 
and  not  sent  to  distant  seas  to  fight  the  bjttkof 
the  Nile,  or  storm  Ghbraltar. 

I  shall  conclude  with  remarking,  that  I  bu; 
endeavored  to  prove  in  the  course  of  my  reoarb 
that'this  is  an  unfavorable  moment  to  agitate  ibj 
question.  That  the  sentiments  of  the  people  are 
against  such  a  system,  and  that  ancient  and  do^ 
em  history  do  not  fnrtiish  arguments  in  kmd 
a  naval  power;  but  that  navies  have  beeoaad 
always  will  be  enc^'nes  of  power,  aod  empioftd 
in  projects  of  ambition  and  war;  that  thecooie- 
quences  of  a  navy  are  perpetual  InterDsl  urn 
and  a  public  debt;  the  idcapaoity  of  the  natioft 
to  support  a  great  navy^  and  its  tendency  todnv 
the  hand  of  protection  from  the  rights  of  U( 
people  at  home ;  and  that  naval  forces  hare  oere 
been  and -never  will  be  confined  to  the  protecti^a 
of  commerce,  but  will  be  engaged  in  plunderasj 
constant  violations  of  the  laws  of  nations;  a&i 
lastly,  that  commerce  has  had  its  share  of  prole^ 
tion,  and  that  the  war  we  are  about  to  wage  3 
principally  for^rhe  violations  of  our  neutral  rifbu 
upon  the  ocean. 

•  Mr.  Lowndes. — Mr.  Speaker,  in  one  opiBioH: 
expressed  by  the  honorable  gentleman  last  o;i 
(Mr.  Johnson,)  I  can  concur.  The  Coostttotiofl 
was  not  formed  for  the  exclusive  protectioa  of 
commerce,  but  for  the  defence  of  all  tbeiotemc 
of  the  United  States.  These  are  to  be  protected 
by  the  whole  force  of  the  nation.  If  he  had  zi- 
hered  throughout  his  speech  to  this  opiniop.  the 
question  would  have  been  narrowed  to  the  inqui- 
ry, by  what  meians  shall  commerce  be  protected? 
He  has  asserted  the  adequacy  to  tUis  parpo^  ^ 
the  naval  force  which  we  now  possess.  This  is, 
indeed,  a  different  view  of  the  subject  from  that 
which  was  taken  by  his  honorable  colleague.  We 
were  told  but  yesterday,  that  the  undivided  exer- 
tions of  the  United  States  could  not  give  thecaa 
navy  large  enough  to  be  useful.  To-day  thetft 
frigates  which  we  have  in  commission  are  tbongbt 
sufficient,  if  properly  employed,  to  redress  all  oor 
injuries.  The  death  of  Pierce  might  have  bert 
revenged,  and  the  disgrace  of  the  Chesapeake 
obliterated,  if  these  five  frigates  had  been  sent  a 
cruising.  We  did  not  want  force,  but  spirit  ts 
employ  it.  Can  it  be  necessary  gravely  to  answer 
these  assertions  ?  May  I  not  trust  their  eoofmi- 
tion  to  that  general  Knowledge  of  the  sobjeci 
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hich  every  member  of  the  House  possesses? 
[ust  we  inquire  what  number  of  BHtisb  vessels 
ave  been  lately  stationed  near  our  coast, or  what 
reater  number  it  is  in  the  power  of  England  to 
ation  there?  My  honorable  friend  from  Penii- 
fWania  has  produced  a  paper  (not  exactly  for 
lis  parpose)  whfch  h§  will  allow  me  to  make 
se  of.  It  states  that,  in  July,  1811,  the  English 
ad  at  Halifax,  Newfoundland,  dbc,  three  ships- 
f-the-lioe,  one  Gfcy-gun  ship,  and  five  frigates — 
I  the  West  Indies,  two  ships-of-the-line,.one  fifty-. 
QD  ship,  and  nineteen  frigates.  I shallsay noth- 
tg  of  their  smaller  vessels;  but^a  few  weeks 
rould  hav^  sufficed  to  have  brought  these  thirty- 
Qe  ships  of  war  to  any  part  of  our  coast  which 
iDgland  might  have  chosen  to  annoy.  Now,  does 
le  gentleman  from  Kentucky  mean  to  say  that 
ur  five  frigates  were  competent  to  the  attack  of 
Qch  a  force  as  this?  He  does  not  say  this,  but 
e  does  say  that  our  coasts  are  to  be  protected, 
nd  the  vessels  of  our  enemies  driven  beyond 
be  Gi\)f  Stream.  How?  Not  by  our  present 
orce.  What  other  mode,  then,  would  he  em* 
iloy  ?  We  have  no  unreasonable  partiality  for  a 
lavy.  We  Indeed,  wished  to  possess  one,  because 
re  thought  that  it  furnished  the  most  natural  and 
tracticabie  method  of  defending  those  seas  which 
be  honorable  gentlemaa  is  himself  determined  to 
lefend.  Our  means  he  will  not  adopt.  Let  him 
ell  OS,  then,  what  other  method  he  would  resort 
0.  Let  him  explain  hn  project.  We  will  lis- 
en  to  it  with  the  anxious  wish  that  it  may  offer 
ome  belter  instruments  than  ships  for  maritime 
lefence. 

I  cannot  suppose  that  the  canal,  from  Maine  to 
Georgia,  formed  a  part  of  this  project.  It  would 
lot  drive  the  enemy  beyond  the  Cfulf  Stream,  It 
irould  not  protect  our  seamen  in  their  employ- 
neots.  It  Would  not  give  them  employment. 
But,  does  the  gentleman  believe  that,  in  respect 
to  the  general  interests  of  the  country,  this  canal 
vith  all  its  apparatus,  its  towing  paths  and  mules, 
voald  be  a  fit  substitute  for  the  sea^  which  brings 
Dor  most  distant  ports  into  one  neighborhood  ?  A 
conversation  with  any  merchant  of  Boston  or 
New  York  would  abate,  I  believe,  the  confidence 
even  of  its  author,  in  the  utility  of  his  substitute. 

But,  although  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  is  determined  to  defend  commerce  bv 
wme  method  which  he  will  not  fully  disclose,  his 
irguoieats,  like  those  of  my  honorable  friend 
rrom  Pennsylvania,  appeared  designed  to  show 
that  commerce  was  not  worth  defending.  After 
(be  full  discussion  of  this  subject,  produced  by 
ibe  report  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Rela- 
tions, and  the  debates,  at  every  stage  of  the  bill 
i^or  raising  an  additional  army,  the  House  might 
bave  supposed  that  this  question  was  at  last  dis- 
niissed.  I  hope,  liowever,  to  be  excused  for  re- 
iQarkiog  that  both  these  gentlemen  hare  consid- 
ered the  profits  of  commerce  as  confined  to  the 
nierchant.  They  have  forgotten  that  commerce 
'applies  an  exchange  of  commodities,  in  which 
the  merchant  is  only  an  intermediate  agent.  He 
wrives,  indeed,  a  profit  from  the  transaction — 
bnt  80  muat  the  seller  aod  the  buyer,  the  grower 


and  the  consumer,  or  they  would  not  engage  in 
it.  So  must  all  those  who  are  supported  by  their 
own  industry  in  commercial  cities-^the  clerk,  the 
artisan,  the  common  laborer.  But  my  honorable 
friend  frbm  Pennsylvania  says  that  Mr.  Pitt  esti- 
mated the  profits  of  commerce  in  England  at 
only  twelve  millions  for  a  year,  in  which  the 
naval  expense  was  fourteen  or  sixteen  millions. 
I  suppose  this  estimate  to  have  been  made  in  re- 
lation to  the  income  tax,  abd  it  obviously  must 
have  referred  only  to  the  profits  pf  merchants. 
The  profits  of  merchants  may  be  computed,  but 
no  sober  financier  would  attempt  to  compute  the 
entire  profits  of  commerce.  If  it  be  desirable  to 
form,  not,  indeed,  ain  estimate,  but  some  conce|i- 
tion  of  its  importance,  let  my  honorable  friend 
compute  the  value  of  New  York,  where  a  few 
square  feet  of  land  are  an  estate,  and  t^en  com- 
pare it  with  the  value^  of  the  same  extent  of 
ground  for  the  purposes  of  the  plough.  But,  is  it 
in  this  nation,  and  at  this  time,  that  it  can  be  ^p- 
posdd  that  the  profits  of  commerce  are  confined 
to  the  merchant  ?  Your  trade  was.  a  few  years' 
ago,  unrestrained  and  flourishing — di(l  it  not  enrich 
the  most  distant  parts  of  your  country?  It  has 
since  been  plundered  and  confined.  Does  not  the 
industry  of  the  country  lariguish  ?  Is  not  the  in- 
come of  every  maj^  impaired  ?  If  commerce  were 
destroyed,  the  mefpantile  class,  indeed,  could  ex- 
ist no  longer;  but  the  merchant,  the  rich  capital- 
ist, at  least,  would  individually  suffer  less  thaa 
any  other  part  of  the  community,  because,  while 
their  property  would  become  unproductive,  the 
value  of  money  would  rise  rather  than  falL 

The  value  of  commerce,  then,  has  been  strange- 
ly misunderstood  by  these  gentlemen,  who  sup« 
pose  that  they  have  calculated  it  so  very  accu- 
rately. But,  whatever  may  be  its  value,  yoa 
have  already  determined  to  defend  it.  Consider- 
ations of  expense  are  not,  indeed,  to  be  neglected. 
We  must  employ,  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war, 
the  cheapest  and  most  efficacious  instruments  of 
hostility  which  we  can  obtain.  But  the  argu- 
ments of  the  honorable  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side,  are,  almost  all  of  them,  directed  against  the 
war  rather  than  the  Navy.  It  would  be  absurd, 
say  they,  to  protect  commerce  by  a  navy,  which 
should  cost  more  than  that  commerce  is  worth. 
It  must  yet  be  more  absurd,  then,  to  protect  it  by 
an  Army  Vhich  costs  much  more  than  the  Navy. 
In  the  comparison  of  the  expenses  and  of  the  effi- 
ciency of  an  army  and  navy,  instituted  by  my  col- 
league, there  Is  nothing  invidious.  The  Army  is 
acknowledged  to  be  necessary.  It  has  had  our 
votes.  But,  from  the  acknowledged  propriety  of 
raising  the  Army,  was  lairly  inferred  the  propri- 
ety of  employing  a  navy,  if  it  should  be  proved  to 
be  less  expensive  in  proportion  to  its  probable  ef- 
ficacy, war,  and  all  its  operations  and  all  its 
instruments,  must  be  expensive.  It  is  difficult  to 
determine  upon  the  expediency  of  employing  any 
of  these  instruments,  except  by  comparing  it  with 
some  other.  To  compute  the  result  of  this  com- 
parison, the  honorable  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  must  show,  not  that  it  is  more  expensive  to 
maintain  a.navy  than  to  be  without  ope — not  that 
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it  is  more  expensive  to  ^  to  war  than  to  remain 
at  peace,  (these  propositioos  they,  perhaps,  hare 
proved,)  but  that  the  objects  proposed  to  be  at- 
tained by  the  Navy  may  be  better  or  more  cheap- 
h-  attained  in  some  other  way.  My  honorable 
friend  from  Pennsylvania,  then,  in  determining 
not  to  follow  my  colleague  in  the  investigation  of 
the  comparative  expense  of  different  kinds  ,of 
force,  must  have  determined  to  avoid  the  best, 
and,  indeed,  the  only  method  of  examination 
from  which  a  just  conclusion  could  be  deduced. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  employed 
ED  argument  or  an  assertion,  which  I  know  not 
how  to  answer,  because  I  know  not  whether  I 
correctly  understood  it.  A  navy^says  the  honor- 
able gentleman,  cannot  protect  commerce.  It 
never  has  protected  it.  Why  he  should  suppose 
that  it  cannot,  1  am  unable  to  conjecture.  That 
it  has  not,  is  a  strange  assertion  in  a  war  in  which 
the  merchant  ships  of  one  belligerent  are  spread 
over  every  sea,  and  month  after  month  passes 
away  without  our  hearing  of  a  canture  by  the 
other.  But,  can  the  honorable  gentleman  mean 
that,  if  England  were  without  a  navy,  her  ves- 
sels would  be  as  safe  from  capture  as  they  now 
are  ?  Would  the  price  of  insurance  be  exactly 
the  samel  Would  the  French  fleets  pass  as  much 
of  their  time  in  port? 

Mr.  Johnson  explained.  He  had  not  said  that 
a  navy  could  not  protect  commerce,  but  that  it 
was  usually  employed  rather  as  an  instrument  of 
power  than  of  defence.  , 

Mr.  Lowndes  continued.  Then  the  objection 
tQ  a  navy  is,  that  it  gives  indeed  a  power  which 
may  be  used  for  the  best  purposes  of  our  national 
association,  but  which  may  also  be  abused.  Is  not 
this  the  nature  of  all  national  power  ?  The  secu- 
rity against  that  ambition  in  our  rulers  which 
would:  involve  their  country  in  wanton  war,  must 
be  derived  from  the  strength  of  the  Constitution, 
and  not  from  the  weakness  of  the  nation.  The 
interest  of  the  people  can  never  be  promoted  by 
unnecessary  wars,  and  the  frequency  of  our  elec- 
tions will  not  allow  that  intersst  to  be  long  ne- 
S*ected.  It  would  hardly  be  wise,  then,  to  render 
e  country  weak  by  way  of  preventing  it  from 
becoming  ambitious  and  tyrannical. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  how- 
ever, who  spoke  yesterday,  offered  objections  to  a 
navy,  which,  if  they  were  well  founded,  would 
supersede  all  further  reasoning  and  calculation. 
He  opposes  a  navy  now — he  will  oppose  it  for- 
ever. It  would  produce  no  possible  good  and  all 
possible  evil.  It  would  infallibly  destroy  the  Con- 
stitution. Will  the  honorable  gentleman  tell  us 
why?  how  ?  He  sees  the  danger  clearly?  Will 
he  explain  it  ?  An  ambitious  General  might  cor- 
rupt his  army,  and  seize  the  Capitol— but  will  an 
Admiral  reduce  us  to  subjection  by  bringing  his 
ships  up  the  Potomac?  The  strongest  recom- 
mendation of  a  navy  in  free  Governments  has 
hitherto  been  supposed  to  be  that  it  was  capable 
of  defending  but  not  of  enslaving  its  country. 
The  honorable  gentleman  has  discovered  that 
this  is  a  vulgar  error.  A  navy  is  really  much 
more  dangerous  than  an  army  to  public  liberty. 


He  voted  for  the  army  and  expressed  no  feanf« 
the  Constitution.'  But  a  navy  would  iofaillbly 
terminate  in  aristocracy  and  monarchy.  Alliiui 
may  be  very  true.  But  are  we  onreasoDable  is 
expecting,  before  we  give  up  the  old  opinioo.u 
hear  some  argument  in  favor  of  the  oewootl 
The  honorable  gentleman  has  asserted  his  propo- 
sitions very  distinctly.  We  complain  ooly  ik 
he  has  not  proved  them. 

Yet  there  is  a  view  in  which  (his  question  of i 
navy  is,  indeed,  olosely  connected  with  the  Coa- 
stitutioa.  That  Constitution  was  formed  bf  lu 
union  of  independent  States,  that  the  strength  of 
the  whole  might  be  employed  for  the  proteet.oi 
of  every  part.  The  States  were  not  ignoraotof 
the  value  of  those  rights  which  they  surreodent 
to  the  Greneral  Government,  but  they  expects  i 
compensation  for  their  relinquishment  in  the  i& 
creased  power  which  would  be  employed  for  dec 
defence.  Suppose  this  expectation  distppoifiied 
— suppose  the  harbor  of  New  York  blockaded  by 
two  seventy-fours  ?  The  commerce  of  tbit  city, 
which  exists  only  by  commerce,  destroyed?  lit 
protection  of  the  General  Government  claifflai* 
Your  whole  navy  could  not  drive  these  £Dgi.&i 
seventy-fours  from  their  station.  Would  ue 
brave  and  enterprising  neople  of  New  York  cob- 
sent  to  see  their  capital  emptied  of  its  iobibo- 
ants,  and  their  whole  country  beggared  by  so  cot- 
temptihle  a  force  ?  Their  own  exertions  wosU 
raise  a  fleet  which  would  drive  off  the  enemfiai 
restore  their  citv  to  its  owners.    But,  wbeoasifr 

Sle  State  shall  nnd  herself  able  to  raise  a  greain 
eet  than  the  General  Government  can  or  vili 
employ  for  her  defence,  can  it  be  expected  tbi: 
she  shall  consider  that  Government  as  esseo(<2i 
to  her  safety — as  entitled  to  her  obedience?  1 
repeat  that  the  Federal  Constitution  was  iostiit- 
ted  by  the  States,  that  the  strength  of  the  wbois 
mi^ht  be  combined  for  the  protection  of  anf  pin 
which  should  be  attacked.  But  what  is  the  la* 
tare  of  the  defence  which  one  of  our  large Suta 
may  be  supposed  interested  to  obtain  from  the 
General  Government?  Is  it  a  land  force?  We 
can  scarcely  expect  an  attack  on  land,  to  repel 
which  the  militia  of  New  York  or  Massachuseiu 
would  be  unequal.  Were  either  of  these  Sutes 
attacked,  the  General  Government  would  pro- 
tect her  by  ordering  out  her  own  militia.  To 
render  the  Union  permanent,  you  must  render  it 
the  interest  of  all  the  States,  the  large  as  weilu 
the  small,  to  maintain  it;  you  must  shuv  tbeffi 
that  it  will  provide,  not  an  army  which  they  caa 
have  without  it,  but  what  without  it  they  cannot 
have-^an  adequate  navy. 

The  honoraole  gentleman  who  anticipates  tlie 
destruction  of  the  Constitution,  unless  wesbail 
neglect  one  of  the  great  interests  which  ii^^ 
intended  to  protect,  considers  the  English  Orders 
in  Council  as  leaving  our  institutions  drma&d 
untouched.  Regulations,  the  effect  of  which  Uu 
give  to  a  foreign  Power  tne  complete  dispostti<^ 
of  the  property  of  a  large  class  oi  our  people,  <^ 
it  seems  in  their  political  result  innocent.  Al- 
though every  citizen  who  has  property  on  the 
ocean  become  dependent  on  the  English  Minis^f? 
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ecometheir  subject,  our  liberty  and  independeDce 
re  (we  are  told)  unimpaired.  But  let  a  navy  be 
iised— let  the  Government  which  expects  obe- 
ieoce  provide  protection^  and  the  Constitution 
erisbes  I 

But  we  have  been  referred  nartic.olarly  by  my 
onorable  friend  from  Pennsylvania  to  the  ezpe- 
lence  of  the  world,  as  having*  already  decided 
le  question  wbicb  we  are  now  discussing.  It 
eems  that  Venice  and  Genoa,  and  every  other 
aval  Power  which  can  be  named,  have  all  for- 
isbed  abundant  proof  of  the  ruinous  effects  tvhich 
ichafbrce  is  calculated  to  produce.  Sir,  the 
ssertion  is  new.  I  do  not  pretend  to  as  intimate 
cqoaiotance  with  the  histories  of  those  nations, 
ut  I  have  hitherto  believed  that  the  first  great 
bock  which  the  power  of  Venice  received,  was 
iren  by  the  League  of  Cambray-— a  league  form- 
d  to  repress  her  ambition,  not  of  maritime,  but 
f  territorial  aggrandizement.  But,  whilst  ven- 
:e  has  lost  her  independence,'  after  maintaining 
t  for  five  or  six  centuries,  may  I  ask  my  hooora- 
k friend  whether  the  States  of  Italy,  which  were 
lever  oppressed  by  fleets,  had  enjoyed  a  longer 
erm  of  prosperity  and  freedom  ?  As  to  Genoa — 
ler  naval  power,  her  independence  and  glory, 
Dse  and  sunk  with  the  same  man-^Doria.  But 
IollaDd,says  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  af- 
ords  an  example  of  4  nation,  whose  commerce 
lourisbed  greatly  before  it  had  a  navy,  and  de- 
ayed  while,  her  navy  continued  powerful.  If 
here  ever  were  a  people,  whose  naval  power  has 
leen  employed  to  protect  and  almost  to  create 
heir  commerce,  it  is  the  Dutch.  They  fought 
heir  way  at  the  same  time  to  trade  in  the  East 
odiesand  America,and  to  national  independence 
D  Europe.  The  decay  of  their  trade  is  to  be  at- 
ributed  to  the  development  of  the  resources  of 
tther  nations ;  to  the  navigation  act  of  England ; 
ind  the  similar  measures  adopted  by  other  Pow* 
irs.  As  to  France*— the  period,  of  her  greatest 
ioaoeial  prosperity  probably  coincided  with  that 
)f  her  greatest  naval  power;  ^oth  were  due  to. 
he  administration  of' Colbert.  But  the  evils  of 
I  navy  (gentlemen  tell  us)  have  been  conce;ntra- 
ed  in  the  case  of  England.  With  all  her  fleets 
heis  destined  soon  to  lose  her  independence.  The 
(xpeose  of  those  fleets  has  crushed  the  industry 
)f  her  subjects,  and  must  toon  reduce  her  to  na- 
ioQal  bankrnptcv«  Let  us  suppose  that  these 
^emlemen,  who  have  been  so  much  mistaken  in 
tgard  to  the  past,  may  be  more  accurate  in  their 
narrative  of  the  future.  Still  Englisiod  will  have 
jwed  to  her  fleets  her  redemption  from  invasion 
'or  ages  past.  While  every  other  considerable 
Mtioo  of  Europe  has  been  bankrupt  over  and  over 
^aio,  she  is  not  yet  bankrupt.  While  nearly 
ivery  other  Grovernment  of  Europe  has  been  over- 
let,  hers  yet  rides  out  the  storm.  Should  Eng- 
lind  fall  to-morrow,  it  should  seem  impossible  to 
leny  that  her  navy  will  have  prolongea  her  inde- 
pendence for  at  least  two  centuries. 

Bat  it  is  said  that  our  resources  do  not  enable 
08  to  maintain  a  navy  powerful  enough  to  be  of 
jpy  advantage  in  a  war  with  England.  I  feel  no 
dispoaition,  sir,  to  disguise  the  dlfficultiea  of  the 


question. .  The  proposition  of  my  honorable  col- 
league was,  that  the  resourced  of  themation  are 
sufficient  to  enable  it  to  support  a  naval  force  by 
which,  in  the  present  state  of  Europe,  we  may 
reasonably  expect  to  maintain  a  supenotity  in  the 
American  seas.  In  this  opinion  1  fully  concur* 
I  believe  that  the  smaller  force  which  has  been 
mentioned  (twelve  seventy-fours  and  twenty 
frigates)  would  probably  be  adequate  to  this  ob- 

1*ect.  But,  before  I  say  anything  of  its  adequacy, 
must  notice  the  calculations  by  which  my  hon- 
orable friend  from  Pennsylvania  has  attempted 
to  show  that  such  a  fleet  cannot  be  supported.  My 
honorable  friend  stated,  with  unquestionable  ae« 
curacy,  the  present  expense  of  our  navy,  accord- 
ing to  the  Secretary's  estimate.  He  divided  this 
sum  by  the  number  of  guns,  and  applied  this  rate 
of  expense  to  the  estimate  of  a  fleet  of  seventy* 
fours  and  frigates.  I  have  not  attempted  to  go 
through  his  calculations.  But,  if  the  flgurin^  be 
right,  the  answer  must  be  wrong.  The  principle 
of  the  calculation  is  erroneous.  A  gun  in  a  eun- 
boat  is  supposed  by  the  Secretary  to  cost  about 
812,000  a  year,  in  a  frigate  about  $4,000.  This 
may  not  be  the  true  expense,  but  there  seems  no 
reason  to  doubt  its  being  pretty  nearly  the  pro- 
portional expense.  If  therefore  we  compute  the 
expense  of  a  fleet  of  frigates  from  that  of  a  fleet  of 
gunboats*,  the  estimate  would  very  evidently  be 
three  times  as  ^ reat  as  the  real  expense.  [Mr. 
Seybert  explained.  His  calculations  had  not 
been  founded  on  the  expense  of  a  fleet  of  gun- 
boats, but  on  the  Secretary's  estimate  for  the  ex- 
pense of  the  presetft  year,  which  provides  for  keep- 
ing in  service  only  sixty-three  gunboats.] 

I  jiever  hear  my  honorable  friend,  sir,  without 
pleasure ;  but  1  have  certainly  heard  him  without 
conviction.  He  has  mistaken  the  answer  which 
has  been  given  to  his  calculations.  It  is  this — an 
estimate  of  the  expenses  of  frigates  founded  on 
the  expense  of  euiiboats,  would  be  wrong ;  be- 
cause a  gun  in  the  one  costs  three  times  as  much 
as  in  the  other.  ,  An  estimate  therefore  of  the 
expense  of  a  fleet  consisting  entirely  o(  frigates, 
or  larger  vessels,  founded  on  the  expense  of  a  fleet 
composed  partly  of  frigates  and  partly  of  guii- 
boats,  must  also  be  wrong*  If  the  number  of 
gunboats  be  very  small,  and  their  expense  in 
proportion  to  that  of  the  larger  vessels  trifling, 
the  error  in  the  calculation  will  be  unimportant. 
But  unluckily  this  is  not  the  case  in  the  calcula- 
tion of  my  honorable  friend.  The  expense  of  the 
gunboats  in  the  estimate  alluded  to  is  one-third  of 
the  expense  of  the  whole  Naval  Establishment. 

My  oonorable  colleague  has  calculated  the  ex- 
pense of  building  and  maintaining  a  navy  of  12 
ships-of-tbeline  and  20  frigates,  and  has  explain- 
ed the  principles  on  which  his  calculations  have 
been  founded.  The  estimate  of  the  gentlemen 
from  Pennsylvania  can  hardly  be  considered,  after 
the  error  which  has  been  remarked,  as  impugning 
those  calculations.  I  have  not  myself  attempted 
to  estimate  the  probable  expense  of  maintaining 
^  shipt-of-the-line  and  20  trigates  with  any  pre- 
cision, but  I  cannot  doubt  the  fairness  of  the  rule 
which  deduces  it  from  the  expense  of  such  a  force 
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to  England.  This  is  the  rule  which  I  understood 
my  colleague  to  have  employed.  It  has  not  been 
disputed  in  debate;  it  has  been  in  conversation. 
Many  gentleman  have  objected  to  an  estimate  of 
the  expenses  of  a  navy  during  war,  in  which  (as 
they  suppose)  no  allowance  is  made  for  the  pecu- 
liar expenses  which  war  involves.  To  have  all 
our  ships  safe  at  the  end  of  the  contest  is  observed 
to  be  rather  a  sanguine  expectation.  But  if  the 
rate  of  expense  in  the  estimate  of  my  colleague 
were  deduced  from  the  rate  of  Ene;lish  expense 
during  war,  these  objections  must  be  altogether 
groundless.  Now,  it  vxu  deduced  from  the  ex- 
pense which  is  found  sufficient  to  maintain  the 
ESnglish  Navy  in  a  state  of  unimpaired  strength 
during  war.  The  English  expense,  from  which 
it  was  inferred,  included  the  charge  of  docks  and 
navy-yards,  of  the  repair  of  old  ships  and  of  the 
buildiojK  of  new  ones.  It  included  pensions  to 
their  omcert,  and  even  the  support  of  the  prison- 
ers taken  from  their  enemies.  I  have  on  my  table 
a  detailed  account  of  the  English  naval  expendi- 
ture for  a  year  of  the  last  war.  The  whole  amount 
was  about  twelve  millions  and  a  h^lf,  and  of  this 
sum  fully  four  millions  and  a  half  Were  applied 
to  what  may  be  considered  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  navy.  Now.  is  there  any  reason  to 
suppose  that,  the  contingent  expenses  of  our  navy 
would  be  greater  in  proportion  to  its  force  than 
this?  And  if  not  greater,  has  not  an  allowance 
been  made  for  the  capture  of  some  of  out  ship?, 
or  in  other  words  for  the  building  of  new  ones  ? 
It  is  true,  that  from  the  superiority  of  English 
sailors  to  their  present  enemies,  England  loses 
little  by  capture,  am),  it  may  be  supposed,  that 
from  toe  greater  frequency  and  severity  of  our 
conflicts  when  we  shall  be  engaged  in  war  against 
her,  our  contingent  expenses  may  be  greater  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  our  ships  than  hers. 
but  there  are  many  expenses  to  which  she  is  ne- 
cessarily^  subject,  from  which  we  shall  be  exempt. 
I  will  instance  that  resulting  from  blockading 
squadrons,  and  that  from  repairs  in  colonial  and 
foreign  ports.  These  can  appear  inconsiderable 
to  no  man  who  has  given  his  attention  in  any  de^ 
gree  to  the  subject.  Naval  men  I  believe  would 
not  contradict  me,  if  I  were  to  state  the  expense 
of  a  ship  employed  in  a  strict  blockade,  and  parti- 
cularly during  the  winter  months,  as  fully  double 
that  of  a  ship  engaged  in  ordinary  service.  In 
fact,  England  finds  the  expense  too  great  for  her 
finances,  and  has  been  obliged,  in  some  measure, 
to  give  up  the  practice.  The  other  article  of  ex- 
penditure to  wnich  I  have  referred,  I  shall  not  at- 
tempt to  estimate  with  any  precision.  It  must, 
however,  be  obvious,  to  every  man.  that  the  ships 
of  war  of  England  must  frequently  be  repaired 
and  refitted  in  distant  countries.  In  these  the 
most  scrupulous  fidelity  and  economy  on  the  part 
of  her  officers  cannot  prevent  the  expense  from 
being  frequently  extravagant.  The  most  saluta- 
ry regulations  and  most  provident  instructions  on 
the  part  of  the  Administration  at  home  cannot 
prevent  her  officers  from  bein^  sometimes  careless 
and  fraudulent.  I  recollect  an  instance  of  the  enor- 
mous expense  involved  in  the  distant  services  re- 1 


quired  from  the  British  Navy,  which  I  cannot  pre- 
tend to  state  with  accuracy,  but  in  which  I  u^ 
not  to  he  substantially  wrong.  Sir  Home  Pcf- 
ham  (a  distinguished  officer  in  the  English  Ni- 
vy)  had  under  his  command  in  the  last  war  m 
or  three  frigates  in  the  East  Indies.  They  hai 
left  England  in  good  condition,  and  their  rfpain 
for  two  or  three  years,  and  the  supply  of  the  dif- 
ferent articles  of  equipment  which  they  occi.ioft- 
ally  required,  exceeded,  I  believe,  the  prime  c(k 
of  the  vessels  themselves.  These  two  items  d 
expenditure,  blockading  squadrons,  and  repairs ii 
distant  countries  (to  neither  of  which  an  Amr 
can  Navy  would  be  liable)  will  be  aekoowled|fd 
I  think,  to  justify  the  conclusion,  that  the  coot:: 
gent  expenses  of  the  English  Navy  mast  b: » 
great  in  proportion  to  its  force  as  ours  wooU  s 
in  war — and  therefore  that  the  rule  empioyed  i 
the  calculations  of  my  colleague  was  correct 

But  our  resources  for  the  equipmeat  of  aciTy 
appear  to  the  honorable  gentlemen  on  the  ct^e 
Side,  as  deficient  in  respect  to  men  aad  muef. 
Sailors  in  this  country  cannot  be  obtained  ki6 
ficient  numbers  without  impressment.  It  is  :^ 
necessary,  sir,  to  inquire  whether  for  the  defe«! 
of  their  peculiar  rights  the  services  of  a  mariai 
militia  may  not  be  required*  There  is  oo  reaisi 
to  doubt  our  being  able  to  procure  the  rolaaui 
services  of  our  seamen.  It  we  shall  at  aoj  usj 
be  engaged  in  a  war  (like  that  with  Fraocf  ii 
1798)  which  shall  leave  the  greater  part  of  rr 
trade  unstfie'cted,  the  wages  of  sailors  will,  lodefi 
be  high,  but  the  number  required  will  be  sssii 
and  the  Government  can  afiord  high  wages,  i^ 
a  war  of  a  different  character — against  a  nitia 
powerful  at  sea — your  sailors  will  be  throvo  C3 
of  employment  and  their  wages  will  be  necessr. 
ly  low.  j5ut  g:entlemen  Object  to  this  retsoDitj 
on  the  supposition  that  in  such  a  case  oar  stiioi 
would  all  engage  in  privateers.  The  no'.iooitti 
in  any  war  there  will  be  a  demand  in  thiscocE 
try  for  more  than  thirty  thousand  sailors  for  pr 
vateers  is  surely  an  extravagant  one.  Bat  it  ^« 
been  shown  by  my  colleague  that  in  a  war  vhic! 
should  diminish  our  trade  by  one-half,  (and a  m 
requiring  any  great  naval  exertion  would  osces 
sarily  do  this,)  thirty  or  forty  thoostod  seamei 
may  be  employed  in  privateers,  and  a  sofficifs! 
number  would  remain  lor  your  public  ships.  6s 
are  not  your  privateers  as  much  a  part  of  the  os 
val  force  of  the  nation  as  your  ships  of  war?  Ii 
has  been  said,  indeed,  that  they  are  the  more  osf 
ful  part.  Now,  if  the  Government  should  bel:>« 
(what  neither  sober  reflection  nor  the  experienc* 
of  other  nations  can  permit  it  to  doubt)  that  Wi 
part  of  your  force  cannot  be  in  any  great  defw 
serviceable  unless  supported  by  a  fleet— then  sore 
ly  a  limitation  to  its  extent,  which  woold  be  B^ 
cessary  even  to  the  interest  of  its  owners,  caons 
fairly  be  objected  to.  The  law  just  pa5sed  is: 
raising  twenty-five  thousand  men.  provide » 
think,  for  only  one  regiment  of  cavalry.  ^P^-j 
is  very  possible  that  a  much  larger  proportion  £ 
the  twenty-five  thousand  men  than  can  beaccoa^ 
modated  m  this  regiment,  may  choose  to  got' 
Canada  on  horseback.    Tiiey  must  be  disspp<^ 
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;d,  and  either  not  go  into  the  army  ^t  all,  or  go 
oto  the  service  which  they  least  desire.  No  man 
las  hiiherto  denounced  the  act  aa  on  this  account 
yrannical  and  oppressive.  Yet  tiiis  case  seems 
0  me  a  true  parallel  to  the  other.  In  the  naval, 
IS  in  the  military  service,  the  interest  of  the  coun- 
ry  requires  the  employment  of  different  sorts^  of 
brce ;  and  the  object  may  be  attained  with  equal 
airoess  in  both  services  by  limiting  the  amount 
)f  the  favorite  force. 

But  why  shoutd  we  speculate  loosely  on  a  sub- 
ect  OD  which  we  have  already  had  some  experi- 
ince?  We  have  now,  I  believe,  as  many  seamen 
IS  soldiers  in  our  service.  Have  we  found  more 
lifficulty  in  procuring  them?  An  addition  to  the 
irmy  has  become  necessary;  and  even  with  the 
inexampled  bounty  which  has  been  offered,  there 
ire  men  who  doubt  whether  the  enlistment  will 
»e  very  soon  completed.  Without  any  bounty,  I 
lave  been  informed,  that  the  number  of  seamen 
0  oor  service  may  be  greatly  increased.  Is  this 
lot  a  practical  decision  of  the  question  1  An  ap- 
ilicaiion  to  the  Secretaries  of  War  and  of  the 
Yavy,  will.  I  am  sure,  confirm  it. 

But  the  great  difficulty  in  the  subject  before 
he  Committee,  consists  in  the  question  as  to  the 
idequacy  of  the  force  which  has  been  mentioned. 
hare  said  that  i  believe  (with  my.  colleague,) 
hat  in  the  present  state  of  Europe^  twelve  seven- 
y-fours  and  twenty  frigates  may  reasonably  be 
!xpected  to  give  us  the  command  of  the  Ameri- 
tan  seas.  I  do  not  mean  that  they  would  prevent 
Soglish  Vessels  from  ever  appearing  off  our  coast ; 
rat  they  would  prevent  their  maintainingaperma- 
lent  station  there — they  could  prevent  their  block- 
idiog  our  harbors.  What  force  must  England 
naintain  in  order  to  blockade  ports  on  this  side 
he  Atlantic  ?  It  has  beeii  said  a  force  at  least 
riple  that  which  is  blockaded.  This  opinion 
which  is  supported  by  high  professional  authori- 
y)  has  been  supposed  to  rest  on  the  necessity  of 
rhat  may  be  called  a  double  relief  of  vessels. 
)ut,  without  ezpressinff  any  opinion  in  regard  to 
bis  argument,  it  is.  I  think,  sufficiently  clear 
rithout  it,  that  England,  in  order  to  blockade  our 
teet,  must  maintain  three  ships  for  one.  The  ac  • 
idents  to  which  a  blockading  squadron  on  our 
:oa't  most  be  always  liable — the  probability  of  its 
teiog  scattered — of  one  of  its  vessels  being  dis- 
Dasted,  and  obliged  to  go  for  repair  to  some  dis- 
KQt  port,  would  render  it  not  only  dangerous,  but 
lesperate,  to  attempt  a  blockade  with  equal  num- 
lers;  because  equality  would  soon  cease.  It  is 
lot  to  be  presumed,  that  England  would  attempt 
0  blockade  twelve  ships-of-the-line  in  American 
K)rts  by  fewer  than  eighteen  of  her  ships.  Now, 
hese  vessels  could  not  remain  at  sea  forever — 
hey  inust  be  relieved — they  must  be  repaired. 
^or  this  purpose  (without  considering  the  neces- 
ity  of  victuaifling  and  watering,)  eighteen  other 
hipswouid.be  indispensable.  Thirty-six  ships- 
>f-tbe«Iine,  then,  would  be  necessary  in  order  to 
^ive  England  the  command  of  the  American  seas. 
^ould  she  spare  these  ? 

To  show  that  she  could  not,  my  colleague  has 
Deatiuned  the  stations  occupied  by  her  squadrons, 


and  has  asked,  which  of  these  could  be  prudently 
weakened  ?  The  conclusion  which  he  has  drawn 
from  this  induction  js  confirmed  by  the  history  of 
the  naval  actions  of  the  present  and  last  war.  In 
Lord  Huwe's  victory,  in  Lord  St.  Vincent's,  in 
the  battle  of  the  Nile,  of  Camperdown,  of  Trafal- 
gar— in  all  these  the  English  force  was  inferior  to 
that  of  their  enemy.  Battles,  on  the  issue  of 
which  depended  the  possession  of  a  most  import- 
ant province — the  dominion,  perhaps,  of  the  sea— 
the  safety  of  the  State,  have  been  intrusted  to 
fifteen  and  twenty  ships.  In  the  battle  off  Cape 
St.  Vincent,  the.  clisparity  was  fifteen  to  twenty- 
seven«'  Why,in  these  important  actions,  did  Eng- 
land suffer  her  fleets  to  be  outnumbered?  Do  ffen- 
tlemen  on  the  other  side  suppose  that  it  wastrom 
a  spirit  of  chivalry — from  a  romantic  valor  that 
disdained  to  calculate  thenumber  of  its  eneniies? 
They  do  the  English  Admiralty  great  injustice. 
The  inferiorit]^  was  the  result  of  necessity,  not 
choice.  And  if  they  could  detach  but  thirteen 
ships-of-t he-line  to  dispute  the  conquest  of  Egypt, 
it  should  seem  improbable  that  they  can  spare 
thirty-six  to  dispute  the  command  of  the  Ameri* 
can  seas.  At  some  future  time,  however,  some 
of  these  gentlemen  appear  to  think  it  possible  that 
it  may  be  wis'e  to  build  a  navy.  But  what  are 
the  circumstapces  which  can  render  it  wise  to 
build  one  hereafter,  and  which  do  not  require  it 
now  ?  Shall  we  build  one  when  we  have  all  the 
materials  and  artisans  which  are  necessary  to  its 
construction?  We  have  them  now.  Shall  we 
build  one  when  the  number  of  our  seamen  ena- 
bles us  to  rank  among  the  first  naval  Powers  of 
the  W4)Fld  ?  In  the  number  of  our  seamen  we  are 
now  inferior  only  to  England.  But  perhaps  we 
have  no  occasion  for  a  navy  'y  perhaps  we  have 
found,  that  without  one,  our  commerce  is  every- 
where undisturbed,  and  all  the  nations  of  the 
Old  World  friendly  and  just.  There  is  scarcely 
one  which  btks  not  plundered  us.  We  have  now 
the  means.  We  now  feel  the  necessity  for  a  na- 
val force ;  the  arguments  by  which  it  is  assailed 
now  may  be  employed  as  well  at  any  future  time 
to  perpetuate  our  dependence  on  the  nations  of 
Europe. 

But  the  command  of  the  American  seas  could 
not,  it  is  said,  if  you  had  it,  secure  your  com- 
merce. Your  ships  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  in  the  Baltic,  or  the  coast  of  France,  would 
not  be  benefited  by  it.  It  would  secure  your  sea- 
coast  from  being  plundered  or  ravaged.  It  would 
give  direct  protection  to  the  coasting  trade,  which 
is  acknowledged  to  be 'more  important  than  any 
other.  U  would  indirectly  protect  all  your  tVade 
— because  it  would  render  it  the  interest  of  every 
nation  to  respect  the  rights  of  a  people  who  would 
not  receive  in  war  more  injury  than  they  could 
inflict. 

U  was  said  in  some  former  debate  (I  think  by 
the  Speaker)  that  the  true  motive  for  the  injuries 
which  England  has  done  us,  was  her  jealousy  of 
a  commercial  rival.  I  believe  this  to  be  the  gen- 
eral opinion  of  the  Committee.  But  it  is  strange 
that  those  who  entertain  this  opinion  should  ex- 
pect to  obtain  an  honorable  peace  without  any 
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nava  I  exertion.  If  Canada  be  conquered,  (as  they 
ftay  tiiat  in  this  case  it  must  never  be  restored.) 
it  is  not  easy  to  discoyer  any  strong  inducement 
to  peace  which  England  would  have  in  the  con- 
sideration that  youTiad  got  her  colony  and  meant 
to  keep  it.  To  succeed  in  negotiation  with  a  rival 
people,  you  must  convince  them  that  they  will 
gain  as  much  as  you  by  the  treaty  which  you 
propose.  To  terminate  ydur  war  with  England 
honorably,  you  must  show  that  she  will  lose  as 
well  as  you  by  its  continuance.  But  when  your 
whole  trade — your  foreign  and  your  coasting 
trade,  are  destroyed,  (and  without  a  naval  force  it 
seems  to  me  that  they  must  be,)  what  argument 
would  your  most  dextrous  negotiator  employ  to 
show  that  the  loss  of  England  would  be  equal  to 
your  own  from  the  continuance  of  the  war? 
What  equivalent  would  he  offer  her  for  the  re- 
storation of  that  commerce  which  peace  would 
give  you  ?  What  passion  or  what  interest  on  her 
part  would  he  oppose  to  tbat  commercial  jealousy 
which  the  war  would  gratify  but  would  not  sa- 
tiate ?  I  know  not ;  but  it  the  resources  of  the  coun- 
try be  employed  prudently,  economically,  vigor- 
ously, in  the  acquisition  of  a  naval  force ;  the  com- 
mand of  your  own  seas  obtained ;  our  coasting 
trade  protected  ;  the  West  India  trade  of  your  en- 
emies, threatened — then,  indeed,  you  may  nego- 
tiate on  equal  terms.  You  may  obtain  respect 
for  your  flag  without  sending  a  national  ship  then 
in  every  6ea  of  Europe  and  Asia,  and  will  be  paid 
in  return  for  the  safety  which  peace  with  you 
must  give  to  the  trade  of  England  with  her  colo- 
nies. Your  war  will  then  have  been  honorable , 
your  peace  will  be  secure. 

Mr.  Law  said :  Being  in  favor  of  the  bill  now 
under  consideration,  I  beg  leave  to  express  my 
sentiments,  and  state  the  reasons  in  support  of 
my  opinion  $  and  the  only  pledge  I  shall  offer  to 
the  Ilouse,  for  their  attention,  is,  that  I  shall  not 
occupy  much  of  their  time. 

This  bill,  sir,  embraces  two  objects — one .  re- 
lates to  the  repairs  and  equipment  of  the  ships  of 
the  United  States  now  out  of  service — the  other 
contemplates  the  building  of  ten  additional  frig- 
ates, and  laying  the  foundation  of  a  new  Naval 
Establishment.  The  view  which  I  entertain  of 
this  subject,  does  not  arise  from  its  connexion 
with  that  system  which  grows  out  of  what  is 
called  the  present  crisis,  or  putting  the  nation  in 
armor  for  war,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations ;  but  from  a  conviction,  that, 
as  an  abstract  question  or  matter  of  general  policy. 
I  deem  it  for  the  interest  and  security  of  the  Uni'^ 
ted  States,  to  begin  the  Establlshmentof  a  Navy, 
to  be  perpetuated  and  extended  hereafter — and, 
because  I  believe  it  may  be  accomplished,  to  the 
extent  at  present  proposed,  from  the  ordinary 
means  we  ought  to  possess,  without  adding  any 
new  burdens  on  the  citizens.  In  order  to  decide 
whether  it  is  for  the  interest  of  the  United  States, 
we  must  examine,  and  see  how  it  is  connected 
with  the  great  and  essential  interest  of  the  coun- 
try. The  basis  of  our  national  wealth  is  agri- 
culture ;  the  real  substance  of  the  nation  is  drawn 
from  the  earth.    This  arise3  from  the  great  and 


extensive  territory  which  we  possess,  thinly  set. 
tied,  low  in  price,  of  an  excellent  soil,  capibli, 
from  its  fertility  and  variety  of  climes,  of  aibri- 
ing  produce  of  every  kind,  in  the  greatest  abas- 
dance.  The  surplus  of  all  is  wanted  ia  o'iet 
countries,  where  nature  has  been  less  bountifd; 
and  it  must  be  a  great  while  before  the  labor  of 
our  citizens  can  be  diverted  extensively  iatootiifl 
channels — I  mean  manufactures.  This  isaco&i- 
tion  in  which  we  ought  to  rejoice,  for  thecacsei 
which  bind  us  in  this  necessity,  are  those  vbi;! 
tend  to  preserve  the  morals,  the  happiness.  lU 
the  independence  of  the  nation.  And  uotilocr ! 
lands  are  taken  up,  and  population  becomes  r^ 
dundant,  the  basis  of  our  national  wealth  maMk 
the  farming  interest.  But,  sir,  in  a  couotryn' 
blessed  by  nature;  where  the  inhabitaDts  barf 
the  greatest  stimulus  to  industry,  the  fraiu :: 
their  labor  secured  by  just  and  equal  laws;  whci 
the  property  cannot  be  taken  from  the  owwr 
without  his  consent,  there  will  be  a  vastsurploi 
beyond  what  the  consumption  of  the  councty 
requires.  Hence,  commerce  spriags  up  as  tbe 
daughter  and  handmaid  of  agriculture.  Wr> 
out  commerce,  agriculture  would  languish.  Win 
it,  wealth  is  Consolidated,  and  industry  promotei 
It  diffuses  its  benign  influence,  discoverable  ia 
the  splendid  and  delightful  improvements,  whirl 
rejoice  the  eye  of  the  traveller,  throughout  u 
country.  And  it  is  as  unnatural  for  the  farmiB| 
interest  to  oppress  the  commercial,  as  it  is  for  :^? 
parent  to  abandon  its  offspring.  They  muto^r 
cherish  and  support  each  other ;  and,  by  oamni 
sympathy,  must  be  affected  by  the  checks  tii 
disorders  which  each  may  receive.  Bat  co& 
merce  must  be  protected.  It  cannot  protect iiseJ 
against  force.  Being  carried  on  abroad  oo  tite 
ocean,  (for  I  am  speaking  of  foreign  commerce.' 
it  is  subject  to  annoyance,  interruption,  aod  bu- 
ard.  We  must  pass  the  common  highwaj  ^ 
nations  to  get  to  a  market ;  and  in  this  route. tbs 
weak  and  defenceless  must,  and  always  wil!.  be 
the  sport  and  prey  of  the  strong  and  violent,  vhoo 
they  may  meet  in  the  way.  From  the  wretched 
state  of  those  nations  with  whom  we  have  ioiet* 
course,  we,  from  weakness,  must  fall  victiou  t» 
their  violence.  This  is  an  evil  which  wei^bali 
always  experience  as  a  neutral,  coming  in  col- 
lision with  belligerents.  Shall  we  then  abtDdoo 
commerce,  or  shall  we  strive  to  support  ii?  It 
will  be  for  the  interest  of  the  country  to  support 
it,  if  possible ;  fur  if  we  abandon  it.  the  evil  will 
recoil  on  the  agricultural  part,  who,  no  looker 
than  foreign  commerce  is  supported,  can  find  t 
vent  for  their  surplus ;  and  without  a  vest  for 
the  surplus,  a  bare  competency  might  beeodaii* 
cered.  Internal  commerce  would  always  faili 
for  that,  being  but  a  stream  from  foreign  com- 
merce, must  dry  when  the  fountain  {ropi  wheiict 
it  iss.ue9  fails.  Enterprise  ceases,  and  langooraBd 
poverty  ensue.  It  is  then  fur  the  interest  of  tbe 
nation  to  cherish  commerce.  But  how  cto  tbu 
be  done?  Will  a  navy  have  this  effect?  I  tbioi 
it  will.  Indeed,  if  the. little  Navy  which  wtJ 
commenced  some  years  ago.  had  been  supported 
and  increased  as  it  might  have  been  without  acf 


197 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRBSa 


898 


AKUABY,  1813. 


,  Nawal  EstahUshmeni. 


H.  OF  R. 


=?= 


=c=r=:; 


ifficulty,we  might,  aad  in  all  probability  aboold, 
are  aroide^l'  our  presept  ealainicies*  We  are 
ow  the  defeocelesa  prey  of  both  France  and 
^oglaod ;  deprived  tf  the  connnon  rights  of  aa- 
ions  aad  cilizeas  of  the  world.  Will  it  then  be 
sked^  shall  we  oot  go  to  war  aod  fight  our  way  ^ 
hare  already  recorded*  my  liegative  on  the  sev- 
ral  questions  preparatory  to  that  step,  and  I  and 
ecidediy  againat  ggiog  to  var.  We  have  not 
^  meaos  irecessary,  and  unauccessftil  reaistftnce 
rill  only  make  onr  conditioti  worse.  I  verily 
piie?e,  if  ibis  nation  had  fostered  our  infant 
(try,  from  the  time  it  was  oomi9eDoed,  and 
ad  Qot,  by  a  straoffe  infafuatioo,  abandoned  and 
eglected  u,  h  would  now  have'boto  too  impor- 
lat  to  be  despised,  by  either  France  or  £ng- 
md.  Our  prosperity  would  bare  coatinued. 
lar  strength  wboid  hate  been  dreaded^and  our 
riendship  coaxfted  by  both  nations.  While  they 
ave  been  contending,  for  the  mastery,  we,  witn 
Qch  aaval  force  as  we  ought  to  have  had,  and  a  i 
ttict  coarse  of  neutrality,  mii^ht  have  pursued  a 
iwful  and  gainful  trade.  We  miffht  have  had 
perpetual  revenue  of  sixteen  roifiions,  instead 
f  the  pittance  now  received  at  the  Treasary.  I 
eljeve,  (bat  with  the  navy  we  might  have  had, 
Dd  a  correct  strict  r^eutral  course^  there  would 
are  been  neither  Berlin  and  Mi  bin  Decrees, 
or  Orders  in  Council,  to  annoy  our  lawful  com* 
3erce. 
But  it  is  now  too  Jate  to  retrieve  our  past  mis 


any  other,  the  assault  must  be,  by  sea.  This  is 
the  only  avenue  to  our  territories  wiiich  we  need 
dread.  .  Our  soil  cannot  be  defended  without 
soqie  naval  force,  and  defence  19  all  we  ought  to 
aspire  to.  The  liberty  of  the  country  can  never 
be  endangered  by  this  species  of  strength. 

We  oqght.  not,  sir,  to  look  at  the  present  time 
only.  Imagine  whatour condition  may  be  some 
years  hence.  By  nourishing  our  resources,  and 
preserving  our  neutrality,  we  must  grow  to  be  a 
great  people,  while  other  nations  are  modlderiug 
away,  and  while  ^the  two  mighty  Kingdoms 
which  bow  agitate  and  distresii  the  whole  civil- 
ized worlds  must,  if  the  conflict  continue,  be 
dashed  in  piecea.  This  is  no  vain  imagination* 
Other  nations,  as  powerful,  and  as  strong,  have 
passed  away.  It  is  (he  course  of  nature.  What 
wiil  be  the  conaequences,  which  may  grow  out 
of  that  event  1  The  European  world  will  then 
present.a  new  order  of  things.  And  what  will 
guard  us  from  Uie  rapine  and  violence  which 
may.foUow  from,  their  downfalls?  When  those 
aations  shall  he  free  from  the  control  which  now 
confines,  an^,  in  some  measure,  restrains  them^ 
pirates,  buccaneers,  and  corsairs,  will  cover  the 
ocean,  in  pursuit  of  plunder.  Our  very  bays  aod 
rivers  may  afibrd  security  to  freebooters.  We 
shall  be  cursed  and  vexed  with  their  marauding  f 
and  may  be  overwhelmed  in  the  general  deluge,  in 
consequence  of  neglecting  to  prepare  the  ark  in 


season.  , 
munes.    We  can  only  profit  by  experience,  and  1     Or,  suppose  Fraace  conquers    England,  the 
twill  be  wise  to  guard  against  the  future. .  Let   gigantic  monster  will  then  sigh  for  another  world, 
A  DOW  lay  the  fouudalion  of  that  force  winch    ai^  America  is  devoured- by  bis  cruel  jaws. . 
ao  aloae  protect  us  for  time  to  come:  >  It  will        Or,  suppose  Great  Britain  vanquishes  France ; . 
fford  a  strong  argirment  when  we  demand  the    if  we  liave  no  force,  to  meet  her^n  her  own  ele- 
^  enjoyment  of  our  just  rights.    I  know  it   men t,  will  ahe  not  iieat  us.  even  with  less  form 
iDDot  be  done  in  a  day,  or  a.  year.    But  we  may    and  t^eremony  than  she  now  does?    If  we  now 
e^io  to  lay  the  foundation,  and  gradually  pro*    lay  the  fouiidationx)f  a  Navy,  which  wiil  increase 
resj).    The  nuoaber  of  frigates  contemplated  by  'with  our  strength,  we  may  ward  off'  these  evils. 

' They- may, -they  probably  will,  come  sooner  or 

later. 

.  But  it  la  said,  if  we  have  a  Navy,  we  shall  be 
tempted  to  go  to  war,  or  be  engaged  in  the  eour 
troversies  of  other  nations;. and  the  example  of 
Tyre  and  Carthage,  and  th^  modern  nations  of 
Europe,  have. been  adduced  in  support  of  the  ar- 
gument. Sir,  all  nations  most  sooner  or  later  be 
engaged  in-wars.  This  is  incident  to  all  coun- 
tries. It  cannot  be  avoided.  From  whence  come 
wars?  Not  from  navies )>  but  from  other  causes, 
which  ever  will  exist^  whether  they  have  navies 
or  not.  And  so  far  from  being  correct  is  the  ar- 
gument drawn  from  this  circumstance,  that,  I 
believe,  it  will  be  found  by  the  history  of  ancient 
and  moderu  aations,  that  those  who  were  pro- 
vided with  navies  were  able  the  longest  to  pre- 
serve their  national  existence.  They  would  have 
fallen  much  earlier  withoat  that  defence.  This 
was  the  case  with  ancieat  Tyre,  Egypt,  Greece, 
Syracuse,  a^d  Carthage.  They  indeed  fell  in 
their  turn,  and  were  swept  away.  Mortality  is 
stamped  on  nations,  as  well  as  individuals.  Look 
at  Holland  and  England,  among  other  modern 
nations.  Is  the  argument  true  as  to  them  ?  Hol- 
land, jvith  her  navyi-avas  able  .many  yaars^  to  be 


it  bill  is  moderate.  I  have  no  idea  of  buikUag 
Davy  to  cope  with  Great  Britain ;  but,,  with 
in  additional  frigates,  it  would  afford  great  secu- 
ity  10  our  coaat  and  shores,  which  are  now  de- 
aceless.  Particular  ports  and  harbom  may  be 
Qarded  by  fortificatioju,  yet  they  afford  but  a 
artial  defence  for  our  extensive  seacoast.  With 
leaid  of  such  additional  strength  as  the  bill  pro- 
oaes,  our  Navy  would  be  too  formidable,  in  the 
'ay  they  could  be  brought  to  act  at  home  in  de- 
!oce  of  our  own  shores,  not  to  be  regarded  with 
xne  degree  of  terror  by  an  invading  foe,  who,  to 
^il  OS,  must  cross  the'Attaatic,  and  fight  at  odds 
Q  oar  own  waters.  TJiis  force,  which  might  and 
^g^i  to  be  increased  ffiadually  hereafter,  with 
ur  fortifications,  and' a  brave  militia  spread  over 
^  extensive  country,  ready  to  defend  the  aoil, 
^ould,  let  the  state  of  Europe  be  what  it  may, 
irbid  the  approach  of  a  foreign  enemv.  If  we 
OQiipue  destitute  of  such  means  of  defence,  they 
^iJ  ^^^^^^  oor  coast  without  molestation.  With 
.^avy,  though  small,  they  would  approach  with 
iffideace ;  aod  our  security  from  attack  would 
Qcrease,  from  the  danger  which  would  follow 
rom  the  auempt.  We  are  so  situated,  that,  if 
ver  bostiliiies  exist  between  this  eouatry  and 
iSth  CoK.  1st  SJM.—29 
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one  of  the  -  most  powerful  batlons  of  Europe. 
Withoat  ber  marine  strength,  she  would. hare, 
•long  since,  been  a  mere  province  ^o  some  of  her 
aopibitious  neighbors;  her  Ditvy,  probably,  pre- 
aerved  her  existence  many  years.  Her  bane  was 
communicated  on  land,  and  cannot  be  ascribed  to 
her  navy;  Take  Oreat  Britain,  the  only  nation 
left — without  her  fleets,  the  island-  would  now 
probably  be  improved  as  a  garden  for  the  great 
Emperor. 

I  think  therefore,  the  argument,  drawn  from 
the  history  of  nations,  to  show  that  their  ruiu  is 
hastened  by  this  cause,  is  not  warranted.  Let  us 
then  provide  the  means,  which  may  preserve  us; 
or.  at  least,  not  omit  those  means,  the  neglect  of 
wnich  may  expose  us  to  premature  destruction. 
We  can  expect  neither  justice  nor  courtesy  from 
nations,  furjther  than  we  can  maintain  it.  Be- 
yond thM,  you  demand  in  vain.  Sir,  have  we 
not  the  means  in  our  power?  '•  No  nation  on 
earth  is  so  well  supplied  with  materials.  Bv^ry 
article  (copper  only  excepted)  necessary  for  build* 
f  ing  and  fitting  ships 'for  action^  is  the  produce  of 
our  own  country.  No  money  is  sent  abroad  for 
materials.  It  is  all  within  oufselvea.  And  we 
can  boast  of  a^  good  workmen  as  airy  on  earth. 
But,  it  is  said,  now  is  not  the  time  to  begin.  1 
think  now  is  the  very  time.  Workmen  are  oitt 
of  employ,  and  the  servicesof  the  best  and  most 
skilful  men  might  be  engaged  at  a  rea^nable 
price.  The  nation  woold  not  be  impoverished ; 
tor  the  whole  expense  of  building  would  still  be 
among  oar  own  citizens.  Nothing  goes  from  the 
nation.  Gentlemen  liave  alarmed  us  with  the 
expense  of  a  Navy,  and  have  mentioned  the  sum 
annually  expended  by  Great  Britain,  which  is 
said  to  be  equal  to  fourteen  per  cent,  on  ihe  whole 
amount  of  exports  and  imports  in  that  kingdom'*- 
and  from  that'infer,  that  it  is  a  cancer  which  ma«t 
consume  the  nation.  The  areament,  to  have 
force,  must  suppose  so  >lnuch  is  lost  to  the  nation 
annuailv.  The  fact  is  otherwise.  This  expense 
i^  paid  by  the  na^on  td  its  aubjecfs,  and  is  sliU 
among  them.  And  is  it  not  a  fact,  that,  with  all 
this  continued  expense,  she  never  was  richer  or 
more  flourishing  than  at  the  present  time? 

I  shall  not  go  into  minute  calculation  as  to  our 
means.  I  wish  only  to  advert  to  the' report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  present  session. 
Id  this,  he  states,  that,  with  the  ordinary  revenue, 
auch  as  we  have  had,  we  might,  over  and  above 
all  our  expenses  and  debts  as  they  were  when  the 
report  was  made,  have  a  surplus  of  four  millions 
annually,  which '  is  more  than  adequate  to  the 
obiects  jproposed  in  the  bill. 

For  these  reasons,  and  others  which  have  been 
ofiered,  believing,  as  I  do,  that  it  would  be  for 
the  interest  and  security  o£  the  United  States  to 
establish  a  Navy,  to  be  continued  and  augmented 
hereafter,  jbnd  that  we  have  the  means  within 
ourselves,  without  adding  any  new  burdens  on 
the  citizens,  I  shall  vote  K>r  the  bill. 

Mr.  Roberts  observed,  that  there  appeared  to 
be  a  disposition  in  the  Committee  to  take  the  ques* 
tion  on  the  filling  the  blank  in  the  first  section 
without  further  debate.    As  he  could  not  vote 


for  appropriating  9^80,000,  for  the  repair  of  tk 
vessels  of  war  unfit  for  service,  it  would  perbip; 
be  the  roost  proper  time  to  submit  his  ofHoioBt 
I  have  not,  Mr.  Chairman,  said  he,  been  a  lisiks 
hearer  of  the  very  ingenioqs  argumeDU  adTaoee! 
by  gentlemen  hi  favor  of  the  report.  He  In^ 
however  been  «o  unfortunate  as  to  be  more  m- 
firmed  in  his  indination  to  vcne  against  tbekl 
from  attentively  weighing  these  arguments.  Tk 
select  committee  in  ibeir  report  (for  thef  bad  n- 
ported  specially  as  well  as  by  bill)  hav«  si^ 
with  oraeular  eonfidence,  that  this  coootry  is  in- 
evitably destined' to  become  a  naval  Power.  H< 
had  not,  with  them)  become  a  &talist.  Thos^. 
he  was  disposed  to  claim  a  high  destiny  for  be 
country,  he  did  not  believe  that  destiny  was  p 
immutably  fixed.  He,  however,  be^ved  the  qfi» 
tion  ndw  to  be  decided  must  have  an  iofloeEe 
on  that  destiny,'  that  might  at  an  early  dir 
decided  affirmatively,  emUerate  our  happy  or. 
institutions;  if  negatively^  preserve  tbem  loer 
the  best  bles$ings  of  poateniy.  Gentlemeo,  v^ 
have  advocated  a  naval  establish  meat,  bavecbose 
to  consider  this  bill  and  report  as  the  fanberuK 
of  a  system  already  in  existence,  and  that  hu- 
ever  short  of  their  Wishes  the  Committee  mar  In 
dit^posed  to  go,  they  stand  prepared  to  view  vk- 
ever  mi^ht  be  done  to  augment  the  naval  fcm 
as  an  evidence  of  assent  to  their  system.  Mr.R 
said,  at  ohe  time  he  bad  inclined  to  vole  fortbe 
appropriation  of  a  sum  to  equip  such  of  tber^- 
sels  now  out  of  service  as  might  be  found  worthy 
of  refiital.  But  on  discovering  it  woold  becoa- 
sidered  as  an  acknowledgment  that  a  oary  r 
proper  in  the  sense  it  had  been  brought  ioio  ri«t 
by  the  committee,  and  doubting  on  better  coas^ 
eration  whether  there  was  not  sreat  UMi^ 
the  money  would  be  Worae  applied  in  n\mirM 
oldj  thap  in  building  new  vessels,  and  feeiioi  i 
eonvjetion  that  if  these  vessels  should  bedeeoa 
worthy  of  repair,  they  could  not  be  brott^btisu 
action  in  that  exigence  of  war  when  thef  codi 
be  useful,  as  in  that  case  land  defence  most  bf 
resorted  to  and  the  consequent  exf>ettce  intrnti 
ha  should  leel  it  his  daty  to  vote  against  lUs  ap- 
propriation, f 

The  geatlenau  from  Connecticut  over  ibewar 
(Mr.  Law)  had  called  th«  attention  of  tbeCoB- 
mittee  to  a  recolleetion  of  facts,  wbtck  io  tba: 
gentleman's  view  weot  to  show,  ira  former  policv 
had  not  been  abandoned,  we  might  now  bafel^ 
peered  in  such  force  on  the  ocean  as  woold  eoiMe 
us  to  tedreas  our  manifold  injuries,  and  p^rbip 
have  allowed  us  to  have  escaped  the  preieot  cri« 
I  thank  the  gentleman,  said  Mr.  R.,  for  tbisum- 
matioo.  It  is  true  that  it  is  i\ot  the  first  litDC  tkii 
questioa  has  claimed  the'  consideratioo  of  tbe 
Legislative  Coofnoils.of  the  nation.  If  tbegvo- 
tleman's  policy  had  not  been  abaodooed,  th: 
$46,000,000  of  debt  that  has  been  exiingfli>b(^ 
might  have  been  converted  into  a  navj,  tbat  m^ 
have  pledged  us  to  Britain  as  long  as  her  po««^ 
was  greater  than  ours.  While  the  policy  we «« 
speaking  of  was  pursued,  though  a  time  uf  [^ 
aggregated  millions  were  added  to  the  public  d«' 
and  a  system  of  taxation  introduced  that  boo* 
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Dg  but  a  war  could  have  justified.  If  the  aban* 
loomeot  of  such  a  policy  excites  the  geotlemaa's 
egret,  I  eanoot,  ^id  Mr^  R.  join  him  .in  regret- 
ingit. 

Ii  has  been  observed  that  the  Constitution  has 
D vested  Congreset  with  power  (o  regulate  com- 
aerce,  to  provide  and  maintain  a  -navy,  ^c. 
There  is  nothing,  said  Mr.  R.  imperative  in  this, 
t  was  necessary  in  a  general  grant  of  powers 
0  iosert  many  items  to  be  left  to  the  sound  dis- 
retioo  of  Congress,  to  use  or  not  to  use.  Soon 
fter  the  Grovernmeni  came  into  operation}  it  be- 
sme  a  favorite  object  with  one  set  of  politiciaos 

0  form  a  navy.  On  the  occnsion  of  our  con- 
oerce  being  de[>redated  upon  by  the  Barbery  cor- 
lirs,  the  question  first  came  up.  It  beoame  a 
aatter  of  deliberation  whether  a  peace  should 
«  purchased  of  them  with  money  4nd  presents; 
rhether  some  European  Power  should  be  sub- 
idized  to  Iteep  a  few  frigates  on  that  station,  op 
rhether  a  naval  force  shojuld  be  equipped  for  the 
lurpose  (as  alleged)  of  enabling 4he  President  to 
legotiaie  to  better  effect*    The  party  with  whom 

have  always  found  ii  my  duty  to  act,  said  Mr. 
i^  opposed,  on  that  occasion,  the  eommeiice- 
nent  of  a  navy  system,  w^en  it  was  invited  un- 
ler  circumstances  so  specious.  They  were,  how- 
rer,  in  the  minority.  •  The. ships  ot  var  were 
«ted— with  what  effect  on  the  Algerines,  he  did 
tot  stop  to  inquire.  If  this  opposition  to  the  com- 
oeocement  or  a  Naval  fistaolishment  was  wrong 
Q  the  minority,  their  successors  ought  not  to 
bllov  them ;  but  if  it  should  be  found  that  they 
rere  right,  the  jpfround  ought  never  to  be  quitted. 
The  question  of  increasing  the  Navy  was  again 
liscus&ed  in  the  celebrated  times  of  '98->9.  T4ie 
loilisioDs  with  France  had  raised  the  war  fever 
'ery  high.  A  navy  was  vociferonsly  contended 
or  as  the  most  efficient  means  of  defence.  It  was 
rheu  thiugs  were  in  this  ^tate^  that  the  Presklenl, 
a  his  reply  to  the  Marine  Societv  of  Boston,  who 
ltd  with  much  fervor  tendered  him  their  appro- 
•tioo  of  his  measures,  hoped  to  see  the  wooden 
rails  of  America  considered  as  her  best  defence, 
ieeause  Athens,  when  she  was  invaded  by  the 
tosts  of  XerzeSf  had  chosen  lo  ioeterpret  the  oracle 
hat  promised  her  safetr  in  wooden  walls,  ration- 
ily,  America  must  tale  the  same  course,  how* 
nr  dissimilarly  situated.  The  people  of  Attica, 
ohabiting  a  circumscribed  territory,  found  safety 
D  their  fleet,,  and  they  could  have  found  it  no 
rhere  else.  But  such  cannot  be  the  case  with 
Vmerica.  Even  the  hosts  of  Xerxes  conld  not 
oake  it  necessary  for  the  American  people  to  qui{ 
heir  territory — the  figure  would  not  hold.  On 
his  occasion,  too,  the  Republic^in  party  consist- 
iotly  opposed  a  navy ;  strange  blindness  and  ob» 
tinacy,  if  they  were  not  sustained  by  reason  as 
veil  as  principle.  On  this  •occasion,  the  supporters 
tf  a  navy  system  werp  a  majority  in  council. 
^''or  a  moment  they  succeeded  with  their  mea- 
Qres.  But  the  public  couneils  were  soon  filled 
>y  the  people  with  men  of  other  minds,  and  the 
luestLoa  was  put  to  rest. 

The  select 'committee,  said  Mr.  R.,  have  said 

1  naval  system  is  now  in  existeoee  whicji  has 


been  Umived  by  -the  dispensing  security  of  the 
times  and  tlie  want  of  revenue.  In  this,  position 
he  could  not  agree  with  them..  Since  1801  he 
had  thought  the  system  had'Jieen  abandoned.  He 
was,  thereforef  less  disposed  to  take  it  up,  after  it 
had  b^en  put  down. by  his  political  brethren  with 
such  mature  deliberation. 

The  gentlemen)'  said  Mr.  R..  who  had  spoken 
in  favor  of  the  report  and  bUl,  all  seemed  disposed 
to  consider  agriculture  and  commerce  as  insepara- 
bly connected..  This  he  admitted  willingly.  It 
seemed  to  be  admitt^  by  the  Whole  House.  For 
what,  he  asked,  have  such  armies  been  voted,  and 
such  sums  jappropriated  for  the  purchase  of  the 
munitions  of  war?  To  protect  our  commercial, 
rights  and  eom|>el  the  observance  of  them.  For 
thi&end  tiie  nation  was  about  to  wage  war.  The 
question  to  settle,,  said  Mr.  R.,  is,  how  shall  the 
war.  be.  carried  on.  This  question,  however,  has 
been  determined.  He  was  williiig  to  consider 
this- as  a  part  of  a  system  of  general  defence;  but 
in  doing  so  Jie  did  not  feel  any  bias  to  particular 
interests^  The  defence  of  his  country  was  hie 
only  object. 

Taking  gentlemen  at  their  word,  that  by  build* 
ing  additional  frigates  the  public  defence  would 
be  oetter  secured,  lie  could  not  think  With  the  gen* 
tle^ian  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  LowNnse)  this 
was  the  time  to  .build/ them.  If,  said  he,  I  ata 
justified  in  refusing  assent  to  an  appropriation  for 
the  repair  of  the  disabled  frigates,  because  they 
could  not  be  got  ready  for  the  war,  that  objection 
would  lie  much  more  strongly  aAinst  building 
new  ones.  It  must  be  impossible  to  get  them 
ready  for  .the  war  about  to  comnience.  While 
you  are  building  your  navy,  can  it  be  imagined 
Great  Britain  wUl  be  inattentive  to  the  object  of  de- 
stroying what  ships  you  now  have?  The  bombard- 
ment ^  Copenhagen  does  not  warrant  the  conr 
elusion^  Your  present  vessels  of  war  must  either 
remain  under  your  batteries,  or  run  imminent 
hazard  of  destruetioja.  It  musL  therefore,  be  im- 
possible now-40  form  a  navy.  If  it  ever  he  done. 
It  must  be  the  woi^k  of  peace.  The  jealousy  of 
your  enemy  will  be  excited  to  the  highest  pitch 
by  your  attemptii^  at  this  time  to  build  a  navy. 
Through  this,  channel  h^  can  annoy  you  n^ore 
successfully  than  through  any  other.  He  will 
exert  erery  effort  to  crush  your  marine  before  it 
acquires  strength.  In  a  war  of  finance,  he  will 
obuln  advantages  in  this  way  that  he  can  get  in 
no  other.  But,  said  Mr.  R.,  the  resolution  in 
what  way  we  will  fight  our  enemy  is  taken,  and 
it  would  be  wise  to,  exert  the  best  energies  of  the 
State  to  give  effect  to  that  resolution.  • 

The  head  of  the  Treasury  has  informed  yoOt 
»Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  necessary  to  recur  to  all  the 
uxes  in  uae  in  the  times  when  there  was  a  naval 
system  and  a  regularly  accumulating  debt.  His 
plan  of  finance  is  not  more  than  sufficient  to  meet 
current  demands.  The  extraordinary  purposes 
must  be  provided  for  by  loans  of  an  extent  equal 
/to  the  means  from  which  they  can  be  furnished* 
To  add  millions  to  this  expenditure  for  the  build- 
ing of  ships  of  wkr,  which,  without  supernatoral 
aid,  cannot  be  ready  for  v^rvice  at  the  pitoper 
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time,  woald  seem  to  be  a  measare  too  adverse  to 
the  pa blio' interest  to  admit  of  support. 

while  geotlecnen  pretend  to  hold  commerce  as 
the  youDger  twin  sister  df  agrtcaltare,  and  to 
identify  our  whole  population  in  one  interest^ 
they  maintain  their  ai|;ument.  as  if  oor  citizens 
on  the  maritime  frontier  had  interests  separate 
from  those  in  the  interior.  The  ehairman  of 
the  select  committee  (Mr.  Chevcs)  has  spojreo  of 
the  rum  of  our  seaports  as  the  consequence  of 
not  building  a  navy*  If  it  be  true  that  the  agri- 
culturist and  merchant  have  a  common  and  iu- 
•eparable  interest,  as  gentlemen  have  assjumed^ 
they  must  share  in  common  prosperity  or  be  in- 
▼olved  in  comtnon  distress.  Can  it,  then,  be 
right  in  the  seaports  to  claim  an  exemption  from 
common  participation  in  public  calamity  1  Gteo- 
tlemen  will  not  sayihere  has  appeared  any  distn** 
clination  in  the  agricultural  representation  to 
afford  ample  and  efficient  protection  to  the  sea- 
ports. They  must  be  defended  by  land  means  or 
ne abandoned.  Toequiaanavy,  if  riffht  in prin^ 
eiple,  is  utterly  itnpossiUe.  The  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  LoWnoes)  has  supposed  two 
seventy-fours  stationed  off  New  York  by  out 
enemy,  and  asks,  have  we  any  naval  force  now 
that  could  diirfodge  them  ?  He  apprehended  the 
people  of  that  city  would  find  means  to  do  it,  if 
on  applying  to  the  Government  for  protection, 
they  should  dot  obtain  it.  From  this  source  he 
anticipated  much  evil  as  derivable.  If  the  gen- 
tleman's supposition  should  be  realized,  it  will 
ftiot  be  the  people  of  New  York  only,  but  allthosQ 
connected  with  her  in  commercial  intercourse 
that  will,  in  such  a  case,  be  put  to  incbnvenience. 
In  the  event  of  war,  the  harbor  of  New  York  may 
be  blocked  up  by  such  a  force  as  the  Navy  which 
the  gentleman  is  so  antious  to  equip  could  not 
dislodge.  Calamities  arising  out  of  a  state  of 
War  must  be  borne,  and  if  the  Government  ex- 
tends the  protection  within  its  means  to  every 
portion  of  its  citizens,  we  may  smrely  look  for 
that  virtue  in  every  quarter  that  wilt  submit  to 
ills  that  are  incident  to  all. 

We  have  become  embroiled  with  Great  Britain, 
•aid  Mr.  R.,  not  by  our  own  seeking,  nor  by  any 
fault  of  ours.  The  American  people  can  have  no 
wish  for  war  with  any  nation.  Reduced  to  the 
alternatives  of  resistance  or  submission,  it  has  be- 
come a  duty  to  consider  how  resistance  may  be 
inade  more  effectual.  The  chairman  of  the  se- 
lect committee  (Mr.  Cbgves)  has  said  the  Brit^ 
ish  American  continental  colonies  can  be  but  a 
secondary  object  in  a  war  with  Britain ;  they 
will  become  ours  in  any  event  sooner  or  later. 
Id  this  opinion,  said  Mr.  ll..Ido  not  feeldisposed 
to  unite;  for  if  he  should  oe  correct  in  his  pre-* 
dictions  at  last,  Britain  may  through  these  colo- 
nies first  inflict  deep  wounds  on  this  Union.  In 
the  gentleman's  solicitude  for  a  naval  power  he 
•eema  to  forget  we  have  more  immediate  interests. 
It  is  to  be  devoutly  wished  the  war  may  be  ended 
before  twelve  seventy-fours  and  twenty  frigates 
•cfold  be  constructed,  if  the  materials  were  at  hand 
and  the  keels  immediately  laid.  When  Congress 
•liaU  hare  determined  and  made  the  necessary 


arrangements  for  an  attack  on  the  British  col^ 
nies  (an  nndertakiog  admitted  by  til  the?  an 
competent  to)  a  hope  may  be  indulged  that  tbtt 
Government  will  be  awakened  to  her  trueiotereiU. 
and  that  she  will  cease  to  violate  oar  natioittl 
riffhts.  lo  the  failure,  however,  of  a  resiizaiin 
of  this  hope,  it  is  particularly  necessary  oot  u 
dissipate  onr  wayv  and  means  in  the  eaily 
stages  of  the  war  on  the  useless  pngectofaoau. 
Gentlemen  have  considered  this  subject  oo  in 
general  principles  and  remote  consequences.  Is 
this  point  of  view,  said  Mr.  R.,  it  presents  a  ink 
field  for  reflection.  The  chairman  (Mr.  Cbetis) 
has  complained  he  has  had  lo  meet  thissabjec 
enciimb4*red  with  much  error  and  many  prejudice; 
among  which  is  the  idea  that  a  naval  system  b 
prejudicial  to  civil  liberty*  The  opposersofi 
navy^  with  an  air  of  no  small  triumph,  are  called 
upon  to  show  bow  a  system  of  mariiinie  pover 
would  endanger  the  freedom  of  onr  country.  I: 
has  been  said,  a  military  chieftain,  by  an  etsj 
transition,  may  becoofiea  civil  ruler,  and  ihziiMt 
commander  of  an  army  has  often  become  a  des- 
pot, while  no  such  event  could  happen  frotsa 
naval  commander,  as  such  an  office  ^ave  no  pov- 
er  on  terra  Jirma*  If  we  look  a  little  deeper 
into  the  subject,  we  shall  find  we  hare  as  moA 
to  fear,  and  even  more,  from  a  naval  than  atBii- 
itary  power.  The  latter  can  only  be  kepi  ii 
time  of  war,  and  for  comparatively  bat ^hsit 
periods  ;  at  a  time  too,  when  the  public  spirit  is 
awakened  and  ready  to  oppose  encroach meii:. 
The  chair  of  rule  may  possibly  be  gained  bu 
military  chief;  but  an  attempt  on  the  public  il- 
erty  has  a  much  greater  chance  to  fail.  EuUd 
this  sort  can  only  take  place  on  a  very  rare  cos- 
tingency;  but  the  ruin  of  the  public  liberty  as 
hardly  /all  to  be  a  consequence  of  the  estahhss- 
ment  of  a  naval  power.  History  prores  to  ^ 
that  maritime  power  has  always  excited  natiooa; 
ambition  to  a  spirit  of  conquest  and  plunder.  A 
naval  power  will  seek  colonies  and  ports  in  disUQi 
places.  The  chance,  nay,  the  certainty,  of  cdli- 
sions  with  other  nations,  is  mnltiplied,  and  a  e^^ 
Tuption  of  morals  is  produced,  that  cannot  fail  t« 
mal^e  the  first  Government  oo  earth  a  tyraony,  by 
a  course  of  events  that  the  paitriot  can  neithe 
prevent  oor  divert  to  other  coaseqaeoces.  A 
short  time  after  Athens  had  found  safety  in  ber 
wooden  walbes  one  of  her  atatesmen  proposed  she 
should  burn  the  fleeU  of  her  neighbors,  that  she 
mi^ht  thereby  be  rendered  mistress  of  Greece. 
This  project  tie  virtue  qf  the  people  resisted ;  bat 
that  virtue  aoon  gare  way  in  the  expeditioo  w 
the  Cyclades,  where  her  navy  committed  acts « 
violence  that  roust  indelibly  fix  the  stain  of  vte 
blackest  peifidy  and  cruelty  on  the  Atheoon 
character.  What  could  he  a  more  uopromed 
a«t  of  aggression  than  her  crusade  against  Syra- 
cuse, a  crime  that  visited  her  with  a  decieosioB 
of  power  from  which  ahe  never  recovered  1  Fof 
a  nation  to  believe  her  destinies  fixed,  is  i°  ^^^ 
measure  to  fix  them.  Nothing,  perhaps,  cootri^ 
uted  more  to  make  Rome  the  misuess  of  to« 
world,  than  the  oracles  that  prottfiscd  it.  1^^ 
heroes  and  stateamea  were  atimalatad  thereby  (^ 
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uifil  her  de^iioy.    Th«  maritime  sopremacv  of 
Britain  i^s  perhaps,  owins^  as  much  to  the  belief 
bat  she  is  the  destined  Ctueen  of  the  Waters,  as 
0  aoy  other  cause.    Thoosrh  such  operations  be 
latculated  to  bring  aboat  astonishing  effects,  how 
mrofionate  is  ii  when  a  nation's  eyes  are  thus 
lirected  to  improper  attainments-*it  becomeka 
ource  of  incalculable  eYil.    Alliens  and  Rome 
rere  the  victims  of  such  a  policy,  as.  Britain  is 
It  this  time.    1  fervently  hope,  said  Mr^  R.,  for  a 
tetter  destiny  for  our  beloved  country.     Rome 
lod  Carthage  were  both  great  maritime  Powers.; 
t  was  not  in  Lybia  and  Italy  they  began  to  con* 
end  for  superiority,  but  in  Sicily  and  Iberia.  The 
onflicts  thence  arising  brought  terrorto  the  gates 
if  Rome,  and  laid  Carthage  in^ishes.    The  flU>ose 
if  maritime  power  in  both  those  Slates^  changed 
be  free  features  of  their  government,  and  left  a 
Ireary  despotism  in  their  stead.    A  naval  victory 
eeured  to  the  second  Cesar  the  rule  of  the  'mis- 
ress  of  the  world*.    In  later  times,  we  have  been 
old,  said  Mr.  R.,  the  declension  of  maritime 
States  has  been  due  to  other  causes  than  their 
laral  Establishments.    In  some  instances  it  may 
lave  been  so.    When  the  strength  and  power  of 
t  State  has  ariseti  entirely  from  the  proits  of 
tommerce,  when  that  commerce  bus  taken  ano- 
her  course,  the  transitory  splendor  it  has  built  op 
las  vanished.    Venice  was  an  example  of  this. 
Phe  commerce  of  the  East  caused  her  to  rise  out 
)f  the  circumscribed  and  marshy  islands  at  the 
mttom  of  the  Adriatic,  the  pro^d  Mistress  of  the 
Wives,    When  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  had  been 
loubled  by  the  Portuguese,  her  commercial  ad- 
raotagps  failed^    She  sunk  froni  the  conqueror 
if  the  Eastern  Empire  to  a  mere  city  of  Italy  and 
Portugal;  a  narrow  territorv>  by  the  same  com- 
nerce,  assumed  the  first  rank  among  the  nations 
if  the  world.    A  naval  power  may  serve  some- 
iones  to  extend  comfnerce  to  wider  limits ;  but  it 
!sn  by  no  means  control  it  with  certainty  to 
tbaonels  through  which  nature,  and  often   the 
policy  of  other  nations,  bid  it  to  fldw.    What  is 
be  state  of  British  commerce  at  this  time  ?    The 
opiure  of  the  peace  of  Amiens  did  not  arise  from 
Britain  haviqg  received  injuries  frbm  Frailce 
ifter  the  cessation  of  hostilities.    The  new  war 
vas  a  commercial  one.    The  British  Cabinet  saw, 
Q  a  Slate  of  peace,  France  would  pot  be  un- 
pindful  of  her  commercial  interests.    The  Intel- 
igence,  the  enterprise,  the  population,  and  the 
e»ources  of  France,  all  indicated  that  she  would 
it  least  divide  successfully  the  profits  of  com- 
nerce  with  her  rival.    The  naval  power  of  Brit- 
tin  giving  her  the  command  of  the  sea,  she  could 
ippose  only  with  effect  the  growing  commerce 
if  her  neishbor  in  a  state  of  war.    This  step  of 
British  policy  imposed  pn  the  ruler  of  France  the 
lecessity  oi  changing  the  channels  of  commerce, 
n  this  way  he  has  ^imed  a  blow  tt  the  vitals  of 
^cf  strength,  which  her  tremendons  naval  power 
|ciiher  enables  her  to  avert'kior  lessen  its  force. 
^er  marine  puts  the  trident  iato  her  hands,  but 
'be  can  no  longer  shake  the  earth.    Her  monop- 
olizing spirit  has  sealed  the  eontiuent  of  Europe 
against  her,  and  interdicted  her  commerce  with 


America.  She  has  reduced  the  ocean  almost  to 
a  desert ;  and  ehe  seems  hastening  to  that  destiof 
which  has  generally  attended  her  predecessors  ia 
naVfll  power  through  her  ambition  to  rule  the 
waves. 

Gentlemen  propose  to  protect  commerce  on  this 
side  the  Gulf  stream,  yet  admit  if  our  vessels  are 
despoiled  on  the  Indian  Ocean,  we  must  apply 
retaliation  Injhe  WeA  Indies.  The  Gulf  Stream 
limitation  is*  at  once  given  up  ;  a  new  expedition 
to  the  Cyclades  is  in  that  case  .to  take  place. 
Begin  ^your  conquests  in  the  West  Iifdies,  and 
you  must  increase  your  navy  to  acquire  and  de* 
fend  them.  It  is  at  oncean  admission  that  naval 
power  must  be  used  more  for  ftmbition  than  the 
protection  of  commerce  and  our  territorial  waters. 
But,  what  Is  worse,  as  you  acquire  colonies  arid 
ships  yoii  must  create  armies.  The  hands  of  the 
Executive,  restricted  and  elective  as  it  is,  in  the 
United  States,  became  thence  farmed  with  a  scep- 
tre formidable  indeed,  and  the  more  so  as  ^l  ac* 
•quires  this  strength  without  producing  the  shock 
to  public  feeling  which  the  seizure  oipower  by  a 
military  leader  will  always  excite.  It  has  beea 
said,  (said  Mr.  R.,)  that  the  existence  of  Great 
Britain  hung  upon  her  navy  in  the  contest  in 
which  she  is  now  engaged.  If  her  fate  hangs  sus- 
pended by  her  naval  power,  she  owes  her  peril  to 
that  source.  Without  iier  maritime  strength, 
would  she  have  aspired  to  balance  the  scales  of 
power  on  the  Continent?  Would  she  have  be- 
come a  jftrty  to  the  infamous  conspiracy  of  Pil- 
nitz  ?  Would  she  have  wantonly  plotted  the  dis- 
memberment of  Fratice  ?  Would  she  have  bro- 
ken th^  peaceof  Amiens  whence  her  present  dan- 
gers arise  ?    Certainly  not. 

On  the  article  of  cost,  said  Mr.  R.,  it  is  of  little 
importance  whether  the  army  or  navy  of  Great 
Britain  is  most  burdensome  on  her  finances,  though 
it  has  been  dwelt  upon  with  particular  emphasis, 
nor  whether  an  atmy  be  more  expensive  in  every 
case,  than  a  navy.  Armies  are  a  necessary  con- 
sequence of  navies.  Has  not  the  British  army 
increased  with  equal  pace  with  her  navy  ? 

The  humane  mind,  said  Mr.  R.,  cannot  con- 
template without  pain,  that  from  naval  power 
have  flown  the  most  copious  streams  of  humaa 
misery*  The  plunder  of  half  the  world,  with 
Immense  advantagesin  addition,  has  not  sustained 
the  British  navy.  A  debt  has  been  accumulated, 
that  almost  baffles  the  power  of  figures  to  estimate. 
But  debt,  and  a  prospect  of  Government  insol- 
vency at  home,  are  of  ^uch  less  account  than  the 
wrongs  ^his  navy  has  wrought  on  the  society  of 
nations,  And  yet  it  is  this  Government  that  is 
held  i4p  to. Republican  America  as  a  model  for 
imitation. 

.  Need  I  remind  you,  said  Mr.  R.,  of  the  millions 
of  victims  sacrificed  to  commercial  cupidity  on 
the  plains  of  Hindoston,  by  means  of  this  navy  I 
A  population,  thrice  as  great  as  that  of  the  Brit- 
ish Isles,  ha»  been  exterminated  in  this  devoted 
region,  within  comparatively  but  a  few  years,  bj 
mercantile  rapacjty.  Colonel  Dowe  ilHbrms  us. 
that  the  wealth  of  one  of  the  cities  of  this  wretcbea 
country  h|td'  whetted  the  avarice  of  Ciive  and 
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bis  assoeiatesi  and  that  an  o£fer  was  made  to  the 
GoTerotnent  to  pay  the  poblie  debt  for  pernua* 
sioD  to  eack  it.  It  was  too  gross  an  aeC  of  in- 
famy to  assent  to,  and  the  adTenturers  obtained 
their  end  by  other  means.  A  famine  and  pesti- 
lence was  substituted  for  the  bayonet,  and  the 
spoils  of  the  devoted  city  glntted  the  hands  of  ra« 
pine.  In  this  exploit,  a  shoe-black  divided  his 
^200,000.  Need  1  remind  you,  said  Mr.  R.,  that 
the  population  of  Africa  has  been  drained,  to  groan 
out  a  wretched  ezisteoce  in -the  West  India  colo- 
nies, to  prop  op  this  naval  and  commercial  Power, 
or  that  the  remotest  corners  of  every  sea  have 
been  visited  with  the  scourge  of  blood  and  deso- 
lation for  the  same  purpose  7  On  general  priDei- 
pies,  does  not  past  experience  afford  sufficient 
warning  to  these  States  to  avoid  those  shoals  on 
which  so  many  nations  have  been  wrecked? 

Mr.  ChairmaH}  nnder  no  view  which  I  have 
been  able  to  take  of  this  subject,  considering  il 
either  as  the  furtherance  of  a  system  of  naval 
power,  to  be  expanded  with  the  growing  strength 
of  the  Union  to  gigantic  size^  or  that  it  is  a  pro- 
per time  for  providing  a  temporary  increase  of 
naval  force,  can  I  agree,  said  Mr.  R.,  to  the  bill  on 
your  table. 

When  Mr.  Robebts  had  ooncladed,  the  Com- 
mittee rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again* 


'  Wednbsdat,  January  22. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  William  M.  Ricb- 
ABOSON,  from  Massachusetts,  appeared,  produced 
his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Morrow  presented  a  petition  of  Dennis 
Clark,  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  praying  further  time 
to  conaplete  the  payment  for  a  tract  of  land  pur- 
chasea  of  the  United  States. — Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands.  . 

NEW  JBRBEY  RBSOLUTIONB. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
PrSsident  op  thb  Uniteo  States  : 

7b  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Repreeentatives  of  the  Vhited  States  .• 
At  the  request  of  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey,  I 
commnnieate  to  Gongresa  copies  of  its  resolutions, 
transmitted  by  the  Governor  of  that  State. 

JAMBS  MADISON. 
Washivotok,  Jatiuary  89,  1818. 

LbGISLATVBX  op  NlW  JlBSlVy 

House  of  Assembly,  Jan.  13,  1813. 

'Whereas,  in  cases  of  great  national  concern,  in- 
volving, in  their  consequences,  the  interests,  the  rights, 
and  the  welfare,  as  well  of  the  future  as  of  the  present 
generation,  it  cannot  fail  to  be  nsefiil  and  acceptable 
to  those  intrusted  with  the  National  Government,  to 
be  made  acquainted  whh  the  deliberate  opinion  of 
every  portion  of  the  Union,  the  members  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  New  Jersey,  at  this  momentous  crisis  in  our 
national  concerns,  think  it  a  doty  incumbent  on  tbem 
pablicl  J  to  ezpreas,  aa  well  the  sense  of  the  Legislature, 
aa  Uie  known  feeKngs  and  aeatimenta  of  the  citiiena 
of  the  State  they  vepreaani. 

In  contemplating  the  ooavulsive  strugglea  that  hava^ 
within  the  laat  twenty  yoara,  broken  op  the  Ooven. 


aients,  orerlnroed  the  ancient  landqfaiks,  lad  aa- 
lied  disorder  and  diatreas  into  almost  evetyquutrrtf 
the  European  world,  the  citiians  of  New  Jenej  bivt, 
surveyed  the  deatructive  progreas  of  thii  waiof  uhh 
tion  on  the  one  side,  and  of  mercantile  aisoopolT  «q 
the  other,  not  only  as  men  cpmmiseratiog  the  ala* 
ings  of  others,  but  with  a  view  to  the  oonsequencem 
the  safety  and  happinesa  of  Amferica.  The  anxigai 
solicitude  manifested  by  the  Gieneral  Govenuaent,!*' 
observe  an  impartial  neutrality,  in  relation  to  tbe  bi> 
ligerent  nations,  haa,  at  all  times,  met  the  decided  v^ 
probation  of  the  Government  and  citiKens  of  ?^;f  • 
Jersey. 

It  was  confidently  hoped  that  this  line  of  cosdc^ 
would  have  secured  to  our  conntry  the  eomplete  ^, 
servance  of  the  acknowledged  laws  of  civilized  u^xl 
or,  at  least,  have  protected  the  persons  and  propertj  d 
onr  citixenB  from  ootimgeous  violence.  It  was,  ther>> 
fore,  not  without  emotions  of  astonishment  and  is^ 
nation  that  they  saw  the  two  great  belligerent  £g» 
pean  Powers  set  at  defiance  the  public  law  of  aitio^ 
by  commencing  a  wanton,  unprovoked  attack  Bps 
the  property  and  persons  of  onr  citizens  on  tbe  Uifc 
seas.  This  Indignation  was  increaaed  by  the  imlB 
ofibred  to  an  enlightened  nation  in  the  pietexuii- 
aigned  as  the  causes  of  this  violence*  The  dsjifcr  vl 
impolicy  of  waging  war  against  aM  Europe  at  mat 
justified  the  courae  pursued  by  the  General  GovenmoL 
of  remonstrance,  negotiation,  and  commerdsl  mt^^ 
tions.  It  has  now  become  a  subject  of  some  comob' 
tion,  that  one  of  the  great  belligerent  nations  hsi  » 
ceded  from  her  hostility,  ceased  to  violate  our  neiui 
rights,  made  assurance  of  future  amity,  and  the  obf» 
vance  of  the  laws  of  nationa,  and  thereby  left  Amem 
a  single  antagonist  to  contend  with,  one  against  wba 
she  haa  already  measured  her  strength. 

In  contemplating  the  evils  inflicted  on  oor  coosti; 
by  Great  Britain,  the  Legislature  of  New  Jeraey  d» 
daim  bringing  into  calculation  the  injuries  sulfriv^  is 
the  Revolutionary  war;  these  having  been  msfussh 
monsly  boriad  in  the  Treaty  of  1783.  Nor  de  Umt 
take  into  aooonntthe  alleged  inatigation  of  thesivig« 
to  hostilitiea  on  onr  frontier  aettlementa,  the  iuis  td 
being  offictaHy  aaeartained  and  dedared.  The^  )an 
out  also  the  inanlt  to  the  Amenean  flag,  in  the  sttack 
on  the  Chesapeake  frigate,  that  having  beea  amicaUf 
adjusted.  Nor  would  they,  at  thia  time,  think  pnpn 
to  complain  of  the  refusal  of  Great  Britaia  to  sooedc 
to  the  deaires  of  the  dvHiied  worlds  of  ameliontiof  the 
evils  of  war,  by  adopting,  as  a  rule,  that  (ne  shifs 
make  free  goods.  Even  if  the  controversy  betvetn  the 
two  countries  arose  solely  out  of  the  intennptioa  of 
our  canying  trade,  although  they  consider  tbt  tnde 
founded  on  a  perfect,  indisputable  right,  which  ou|ht 
never  to  be  yielded  by  treaty,  yet  policy  might  saggtst 
the  propriety  of  aleeping  over  the  injuries  srisiDg  froo 
the  deprivation  of  the  exercise  of  this  right  fcft  t  tiae. 

But  the  two  following  causes  of  compluat,  oe 
which  America  and  Great  Britain  are  at  issae,  tie  of 
ao  unquestionable  a  nature  aa  to  leave  no  doubt  or 
heaitation  on  the  mind :  First.  The  abomintble  prsc> 
tioe  of  impressing  native  American  seamen  while  ia 
the  pnisuit  of  a  lawful  eommerce,  fbrciof  tbeo  m 
board  their  abipa  of  war,  and  compelling  them,  aiuw 
the.  laah,  to  light  agaihst  nations  with  whsia  wo  ax«  it 
peace,  and  even  against  their  own  country* 

Second.  The  depredatiena  committed  oa  the  U^ 
mate  commerce  of  America,  it  being  nov  opcolf 
avowMi  by  the  Britiah  Govenuaent  that  aa  Anoncia 
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Dilt  riiip,  owiMd  bj  t^  ciClsatf  of  the  United  8efttc«> 
isfigated  bj  native  American  iMameD,  laden  with 
oods  the  growth  and  manufactore  of  the  United 
iUtes,  not  contraband  of  war,  bound  to  a,  belliger^t 
taiy  which  is  neither  invested  nor  blockadedr  ia  pab- 
Kiy  by  the  ^  orders  of  the  British  Government,  to 
etzare  and  condemnation,  both  ship  and  cargo;  the 
nin  of  individuals,  and  the  destruction  of  commerce, 
▼idenco  the  rigid  execution  of  these  orders. 
This  flagitious  conduct  of  the  rulers  of  Great  Britain 
teeds  no  comment ;  it  \i  too  notorious  to  be  denied, 
00  palpable  to  be  susceptible  of  explanation,  and  too 
itrocious  for  palliation  or  excuse.  The  answers  rto 
;he  reasonable  remonstrances  of  our  Government  have 
Rily  added  insults  to  injuries,  by  assuming  positions 
It  variance  with  reason,  justice,  and  the  ^tiblic  laws ; 
n  consequence  of  which  further  negotiation  becomes 
idle  and  Tain.,  It  only  Remains  for  the  constituted  au- 
thorities of  tbe  Union  to  i^uide  the  destinies  of  a 
mimerousv  brave,  and  powerftil  nation,  by  narking  out 
its  future  coarse ;  ^hat^  in  doing  this,  they  may  vely 
with  oonfidenoe  on  the  support  of  New  Jersey. 

Be  it  resolved,  ty  the  L^islative  Councii  and  Gen' 
eral  Atsembiy  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  That,  at 
this  important,  crisis  in  our  national  concerns,  the  Gov- 
ernment of  New  Ijcrsey  entertain  a  full  and  perfect 
confidence  in  the. wisdom  and  integrity  of  the  Presi- 
dent, the  Senate,  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  hereby  most  solemnly 
anuTC  the  National  Government  that  New  Jersey  will 
re&dily  accord  in  any  measures  which  it  may,  in  its 
wisdom,  think   proper  to   adopt  for  thfe  redress  of 
national  wrongs.    That  they  cordially  approve  thete- 
eommendation  of  the  PrMdent  of  the  United  States  to 
iMth  Houses  of  Congress,  admonishing  them  to  put 
the  nation  in  amor.    That,  in  case  the  Government 
of  the  United  Statee  shall  eventually  determine  to  re- 
■ft,  by  foroe^  the  lawless  aggressions  committed  by  the 
British  nation  on  the  persons  and  pcoperty  of  our  citi- 
wns*  this  Legislature,  in  behalf  of  themselTee,  and  the 
dtixens  of  New  Jeney,  whose  representatives  they  aroy 
pledge  themselves  to  the  nation  to  render  to  the  Gen- 
eral Government  all  the  aid,  assistance,  and  support  in 
their  power,  and  will,  with  readiness,  perform  all  the 
dnties  required  of  them  in  the  prosecution  of  a  war 
undertaken  for  the  common  defence  and  general  wel- 
lare. 

Resohedy  That  His  Excellency,  the  Governor,  be 
requested  to  transmit  a  copy  of.  the  foregoing  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  with  a  request  that  he 
would  be  pleased  to  communicate  a  copy  to  each 
branch  of  the  National  Legislature* 

Resohedj  That  His  Excellency,  the  Governor,  be 
tiso  requested  to  transmit  a  copy  to  each  of  our  Sena- 
ton  and  Representatives  in  Congress. 

NAVAL  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  House  again  went  into  a  Comnittee  of 
tbe  Whole  on  the  bill  ooDoeming  the  Navy.  The 
qQeation  o«  filling  op  the  blank  in  the  section 
which  provides  for  repairing  the  vessels  dd  hand, 
with  four  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  dollars, 
was  carried  by  a  large  majority. 

The  next  section  provides  for  the  building  of 
—  additioaal  frigates. 

Mr.  Cbbybs  moved  to  fill  tbe  blank  in  the  bill, 
^(signatiDg  tbe  number  of  frigates  to  be  built, 
^iih  the  word  ieru 

Mr.  BL4ov*£ttOfi  inquirad  of  the  cbairman  of 


I 


the  Navy  Committee,  whether  there  was  timber 
on  hand  sufficient  for  building  the  frigates  pro<- 
posed^  besides  what  had  beipn  provided  for  huild- 
iDg  seventy-fours;  because,  if  the  Qovernment  ha4 
not  seasoned  timber  on  baud  sufficient  for  the 
urpose,  he  should  vote  against  building  them,  aa 
e  had  no  idea  of  building  them  out  of  green 
timber. 

Mr.  Chbves  said,  in  answer  to  the  inquiry  of 
the  gentleiQan  from  North  Carolina,  he  could 
only  repeat  what  he  bad  before  stated,  that,  the 
Qoverniueot  is  not  in  possession  at  present  of 
seasoned  timber;  and,  from  the' lamentable  ne» 
gleet  which  had  been  shown  to  this  establishf 
ment,  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  Qovernmept  to 
procure  timber  of  xhe  best  kind ;  but  timber  calk 
oe  obtained  of  a  quality  superior  to  any  of  wbicb 
the  preseat  frigates  are  built.  There  are  certain 
large  pieces,  not  to .  be  found  among-  tbe  timber 
used  for  the  building  of  merchant  vessels,  which 
will  he  wantipg.  There  is  timber  sufficient  oa 
hand  for  building  four  seventy-four  gun  ships; 
and  sufficient  can  be  proolKcd  for  the  frigatea, 
except  the  pieces  which  he  had  mentioned. 

Mr..  Hhba  being  willing  that  the  vessels  on 
hand  should  be  repaired,  he  had  voted  for  the  ne- 
cessary sum  for  this  purjiose ;  but  not  being  very 
fond  of  vxUer  animaU  of  the  size  ^escribed  in  the 
seeond  section  of  the  bill,  he  moved  to  airike 
out  that  section,  and  would  ofiSer  his  reasons  for 
doing  so.  > 

If  the  Uniled  Slates  were  anihorized  to  build 
these  frigates,  they  could  not  be  done  in  time  for 
tbe  present  emergency.  And,  if  he  understood 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  rightlyj  there 
is  no  iseasoned  timber  on  band  fit  tor  building 
these  frigates ;  and  the  United  States  had  sufiered 
sufficiently  already  by  building  the  former  frigatea 
of  unseasoned  timber^  Mf«  R.  did  not  wish  to  see 
the  United  States  a  great  naval  power,  equal  to 
any  nation  on  earth.  Indeed,  he  should  be  hap^ 
py  to  ^e  all  the  armed  ships  of  the  world  on  fire. 
They  have^  been  uniformly  ^lestructive  of  com- 
merce and  human  faappinessu 

Mr.  Smilie  was  in  favor  of  striking  out  this 
section  of  the  bill.  He  ever  had  been,  and  he 
believed  ever  should  be,  against  this  country  be- 
coming a  naval  Power.  If  we  embark  in  war, 
we  shall  have  occasion  for  all  tbe  resources  we 
can  raise,  without  expending  our  uioney  on  ob- 
jects not  immediately  necessary ;  besides,  the  sum 
now  asked  fpr  is  only  an  entering  wedge.  When 
members  wish  to  carry  a  favorite  measure,  they 
never  ask  for  the  whole  sum  wanted  at  once,  but 
just  as  much  as  tbejr  think  they  can  get;  and  the 
work  being  begun,  it  must  hereafter  be  finished. 
It  is  true  Ihat  our  resources  are  considerable ;  but 
the  Gbvernmeat'  cannot  draw  more  from  the 

nle  than  they  are  willing  to  pay ;  and  it  will 
land  that  the  taxes  will  be  sumcieBtly  heavy 
without  this  navy. 

Mr.  Cla.y  (the  Speaker)  uose  to  present  h^ 
views  on  the  bill  before  the  Committee.  He  said 
that  aa  he  did  not  precisely  agree  in  opinion  with 
any  gentleman  who  had  spc^n,  hcsbojald  take 
the  liberty  of  detaining  the  Committee  a  few  icop- 
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ments  while  be  offered  to  their  atteotion  some 
obserYations.  He  was  highly  grati6ed  with  the 
temper  and  ability  with  which  the  discussion  had 
been  hitherto  cooducted.  It  was  hooocable'io 
the  House,  and^  he  trusted,  would  contiiiue  to  be 
tnanifested  on  many  future  occasions. 

On  this  interesting  topic  a  diTersity  of  opinion 
has  existed  almost  ever  sfnce  the  adoption  of  ibe 
present  GovernmeQt.  On  the  one  hand  there 
appeared  to  him  to  have  been  attempts  made  to 
precipitate  the  nation  into  afl  the  eriis  of  naval 
«ztravag(  nee,  which  had  been  produtstive  of  so 
much  mischief  in  other  countries;  and,  on  the 
other,  strongly  feeling  this  mischief,  there  has 
existed  an  unreasonable  prejudice  against  pro- 
viding such  a  competent  naval  protect ionfor our 
oominercial  and  maritime  rights  as  is  demanded 
by  their  importatice,  and  as  the  increased  re- 
sources of  the  country  a;nply  justify. 

The  attention  of  Congress  has  been  invited  to 
this  subject  by  the  President  in  his  Message  de- 
livered at  the  opening  of  the  session.  Indeed, 
had  it  been  wholly  neglected  by  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate, from  the  critical  situation  of  the  country, 
and  nature  of  the  rights  proposed  to  be  vindi- 
cated, it  must  have  pressed. iueif  upon  our  atten- 
tion. But, said  Mr.  C,  the  President, in  his  Message, 
observes:  **Yonr  attention  will,  of  course,*  be 
'  drawn  to  such  provisions  on  the  subject  of  our 
'  naval  force  as  may  be  required  for  the  service 
'  to  which  it  is  best  adapted*  I  submit  to  Con- 
^  gress  the  seasonableness  also  of  an  authority  to* 
^  augment  the  stock  of  such  materiftis  as  are  im- 
<  perishable  in  their  nature,  or  may  not  at  onoe 
'  oe  attainable."  The  President,  by  this  recom- 
mendation, clearly  intimates  an  .opinion  that  the 
oaval  force  of  this  country  is  capable  of  producing 
some  effect;  and  the  propriety  of  laying  up  im- 
perishable materials  was  no  doubt  suggested  for 
the  purpose  of  making  Additions  to  the  navy,  as 
-convenience  and  exigencies  might  direct. 

It  appeared  to  Mr.  C.  a  little  extraordinary  that 
to  much,  as  it  seemed  to  him,  unreasonable  jeal- 
ousy should  exist  against  the  Naval  Establishment. 
If,  said  he,  we  look  back  to  the  period  of  the  for- 
mation of  the  Constitution,  it  will  be  found  that 
no  such  jealousy  was  then  excited.  In  placing 
the  physical  force  of  the  nation  at  the  disposal 
of  Congress,  the  Convention  manifested  much 
greater  apprehension  of  abuse  in  the  power  given 
to  raise  armies  than  in  that  to  provideanavy.  In 
reference  to  the  Navy,  Congress  is  put  under  no 
restrictions;  but  with  respect  to  the  Army — tfiat 
description  of  force  which  has  been  so  often  en^ 
ployed  to  subvert  the  liberties  of  ma^ikind — they 
are  subjected  to  limitations,  designed  to  prevent 
the  abuse  of  this  dangerous  power.  But  it  was 
not  his  intention  to  detitin  tne  Committee  hj  a 
discussion  on  the  comparative  utility  and  safety 
of  these  two  kinds  of  force.  He  would,  however^ 
be  indulged  in  sayinj^,  that  he  thought  gentlemen 
had  wholly  failed  in  maintaining  the  position 
they  had  assumed,  that  the  fall  of  maritime  Pow- 
ers was  attributable  to  their  navies.  They  have 
Cold  you,  indeed,  that  Carthage,  Genoa,  Venice. 
mnd  other  nationa,  b^d  navies,  and,  aotwithatand- 


ing,  were  finally  destaoyed.  But  have  they  sbon 
by  a  train  of  argument,  that  tbeir  overthrow  wa 
in  any  degree,  a scribable  to  their  maritioM  grnt- 
ness?  Have  they  attempted  even  tosfaowtbtt 
there  exists  in  the  nature  of  this  powers  oeefs- 
sary  tendency  to  destroy  the  nation  using  it?  A** 
sertion  is  substituted  for  argument;  in&retea 
not  authorized  by  historical  facu  are  arbitrviij 
drawn ;  things  w^holly  unconnected  with  etd 
other  are  a&spciated  together — a  very  logical  mo^e 
of  reasoning !  In  the  same  way  he  coald  dem::- 
sfrate  how  idle  and  absurd  our  attachmeaum 
to  freedom  itself.  He  might  say,  for  eivap. 
that  Greece  and  Rome  had  forms  of  free  goTen- 
meAt,  and  that  they  no  longer  exist;  aoddedac- 
irig  their  fall  from  their  devotion  tolibertj^iM 
conclusion  in  favor  of  despotism  would  verrai- 
isfactorily  follow !  He  demanded  what  there  s 
ia  the  nature  and  constroctioo  of  marttioif  povv 
to  excite  the  fears  that  have  been  indulged?  D« 
gentlemen  really  apprehend  that  a  body  of  5« 
men  will  abandon  their  proper  element,  a:i 
placing  themselves  under  an  aspiring  chiff.vl 
erect  a  throne  to  his  ambition  ?  Will  they  dtip 
to  listen  to  the  voice  of  history,  and  learn  hjw 
chimerical  are  their  apprehensions? 

But  the  source  of  alarm  is  in  ourselves.  Ge^ 
tlemen  fS^ar  that  if  we  provide  a  marine  it  viil 
produce  collisions  with  foreign  nations— plui^ 
us  into  war,  and  ultimately  overturn  the  CoibQ- 
tution  of  the  country.  Sir,  if  you  wish  to  aroU 
foreign  collision  you  had  better  abaadoa  w 
ocean ;  surrender  all  your  commerce ;  gire  apali 
your  prosperity.  It  is  the  thiq^  protected,  sot 
the  instrument  of  protection^  that  involves  yon  u 
war.  Commerce  engenders  collision,  eoWim 
war,  and  war,  the  argument  sapfM>ses,  leads  n 
despotism.  Would  the  counsels  be  deemed  vise 
of  that  statesman  who  should  recommend  thai 
the  nation  should  be  unarmed — that  the  art  &f 
war,  the  martial  spirit,  and  martial  exercii?s 
should  be  prohibited — and  that  the  great  bodpf 
the  people  should  be  taught  that  national  happ> 
ne:ss  was  to  be  found  in  perpetual  peace  aloce? 
No,  sir.  And  yet  every  argument  in  faror  of  a 
power  of  protection  on  land  applies,  in  somedc- 
gree,  to  a  power  of  protection  on  the  sea.  Td- 
doubtedly  a  commerce  void  of  naval  prbiecriaa 
is  more  exposed  to  rapacity  than  a  guarded  com- 
merce; and  i£  we  wish  to  invite  the  contisuanee 
of  the  old,  or  enaction  of  new  unjust  edicu,  let 
us  refrain  from  all  exertion  Ufxin  tbatelexoest 
where  they  operate,  aod  where,  in  the  eDd.ii>^T 
must  be  resisted. 

For  bis  part,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  did  not  allow  bio- 
self  to  be  alarmed  by  those  apprebensioas  of  at- 
ritime.  power  which  appeared  to  agitate  «(k^ 

gentlemen;  In  the  nature  of  our  Goreramest 
e  beheld  abundant  security  against  abase.  He 
would  be  unwilling  to  tax  the  land  to  sopport  (be 
rights  of  the  vea,  and  was  for  drawtag  froa  ibe 
sea  itself  the  resources  with  which  its  violated 
freedom  shooid  at  all  times  be  vindicated.  Whilst 
this  principle  is  adhered  to^  there  will  be  nodaogc| 
of  running  into  the  folly  and  extravagance  vhici 
so  much  alarms  genttemea ;  aad  wbeaerer  it  tf 


13 


mSTOBY  07  CONGRES& 


914 


kllDART)  1812. 


Ndnai  E&iablishmeiiU. 


H.  or  R. 


t»Ddoa«cl — whenever  CoDgrera- shall  lay  bar- 
eosome  taxes  to  augment  the  Navy  beyond  what 
lay  be  aathorized  by  the  incl'eaaed  wealth,  and 
emaoded  bjr  the  eiig^neies  of  the  country,  the 
eople  will  interpose,  and,  removing  their  uo- 
orihy  representatives,  apply  the  appropriate  cor- 
ictire.  Mr.  C.  eoald  not.  then,  see  any  just 
round  of  dread  in  the  nature  of  naval  power* 
:  was,  on  the  contrary,  free  from  the  evils  at- 
•odaot  upon  standing  armies.  And,  the  genius 
r  oor  institution 9-^the  great  representative  prin- 
ipie,  in  the  practical  enjoyment  of  which  we 
re  so  eminently  distinguished — afibrded  the  best 
Dsrantee  again Kt  the  ambition  and  wasteful  ex- 
avagance  of  Government. 
What  maritime  strength  is  it  expedient  to  pro- 
ide  for  the  United  States?  In  considering  this 
abject,  three  different  degrees  of  naval  power 
resent  themsdves.  In  the  first  place,  such  a 
iree  as  would  be  capable  of  contending  with 
bat  which  any  other  nation  is  able  to  bring  on 
be  ocean— a  force  that,  boldly  scouring  every 
ei,  would  challenge  to  combat  the  fleets  of  other 
Wers,  however  great.  He  admitted  it  was  im- 
os^ible  at  this  time,  perhaps  it  never  would  be 
lesirable  for  this  country  to  establish  so  extensive 
;  Nary.  Indeed,  he  should  consider  it  as  mad- 
less  io  the  extreme  in  this  Qovernment  fo  at- 
empt  to  provide  a  Navy  capable  to  cope  with  the 
leetsof  Great  Britain,  wherever  they  might  be 
Det. 

The  next  species  of  naval  power  to  which  he 
roold  advert  is  ^hat,  which,  without  adventuring 
Dto  distant  seas,  and  keeping  generally  in  our 
ivn  harbors,  and  on  our  coasts,  would  be  corhpe- 
eat  to  beat  off  any  squadron  which  might  be  at- 
empted  to  be  permanently  stationed  in  our  wa- 
en.  His  friends  from  Sooth  Carolina  (Messrs. 
^BCTEs  and  LoWNnss)  had  satisfactorily  shown 
bat,  to  effect  this  object,  a  force  equivalent  only 
0  onc'third  of  that  which  the  maintenance  of 
ioch  squadron  must  require  would  be  sufficient. 
That  if,  for  example,  England  should  determine 
ostation  permanently  upon  oureoast  a  squadron 
if  twelve  8htps*of*the-iine.  it  would  require  for 
bis  service. thirty-six  ships-of-t he-line,  one-third 
D  port  repairing,  one-third  on  the  passage,  and 
>De  third  on  the  station.  But  that  is  a  force 
ivbich  it  has  been  shown  that  even  fiogland,  with 
ler  boasted  Navv,  could  not  spare  for  the  Ameri- 
go service  whilst  she  is  engao^ed  in  the  present 
contest.  Mr.  C.  said  he  was  desirous  of  seeing 
^Qch  a  force  as  he  had  described,  that  is,  about 
'welve  ships-of-the»hne  and  ^f teen  or  twenty  fri- 
^tes.  provided  for  the  United  States;  but,  he 
tdaiiited  that  it  was- unattainable  in  the  present 
aiaation  of  the  finances  of  the  country.  He  con  • 
tended,  however,  that  it  was  such  as  Congress 
^<ight  to  set  about  providing,  and  he  hoped,  in 
less  than  ten  years,  to  see  it  actually  established. 
''C  was  far  from  surveying  the  vast  maritime 
power  of  Qreat  Britain  witti  the  desponding^ eye 
With  which  other  gentlemen  beheld  it.  He  could 
iiot  allow  himself  to  be  discouraged  at  the  proa- 
P^t  even  of  her  thousand  ships.    This  country 


its  immense  resources,  to  command  respect,  and 
to  vindicate  every  essential  right.  When  we 
consider  our  remoteness  from  Europe,  the  ex- 
pense, difficulty,  and  perils,  to  which  any  squad- 
ron would  be  exposed,  stationed  off  our  coasts,  he 
entertained  no  doubt  that  the  force  to  which  be 
referred  would  insure  the  command  of  our  own 
seas.  ,  Such  a  force  would  avail  itself  of  our  ex- 
tensive seaboard  and  numerous  harbors,  every* 
where  affording  asylums  to  which  it  could  retire 
for  safety  from  a  superior  fleet,  or  from  which  it 
could  issue  for  the  purpose  of  annoyance.  To 
the  opinion  of  his  colleague,  (Mr.  McKbe,)  who' 
appeared  to*  think  that  it  was  in  vain  for  us  to 
make  aoy  struggle  on  the  ocean,  ho  would  oppose 
the  sentiaients  of  his  distinguished  connexion,  the 
heroic  Daviess,  who  fell  in  the  battle  of  Tippe- 
canoe. 

[^Here  Mr.  C.  read  certain  parts  of  a  work 
wf  itten  by  Colonel  Daviess,  in  which  the  author 
attempts  to  show  that,  as  the  aggressions  upon 
our  commerce  were  not  committed  by  fleets,  but 
by  single  vessels,  they  could  in  the  same  man-^ 
aer  be  best  retaliated;  that  a  force  of  about 
twenty  or  thirty  frigates  would  be  capable  of  in- 
flicting great-  injury  oi^  English  commerce  bf 
picking  up  stragglers,  cutting  off  convoys  and 
seizing  upon  every  moment  of  scfpioeness;  and 
that'sueh  a  force,  with  our-seaports  and  harbors 
i^ell  fortified,  and  aided  by  privateers,  would  be 
really  formidable,  and  would  annoy  the  British 
navy  and  commerce,  as  the  French  arm^  was 
assailed  in  Egypt,  the  Persian  army  in  Scythia, 
and  the 'Roman  army  in  Partfaia.] 

The  third  description  of  force  worthy  of  con-' 
sideration  b,  that  which  would  be  able  to  prevent 
any  single  vessel,  of  whatever  metal,  from  en*' 
dangering  our  Whole  Coasting  trade,  blocking  up 
our  harbors,  ior  laying  under  contribution  our 
cities;  a  fbree  competent  to  punish  the  insolence 
of  the  commander  of  any  single 'ship,  and  to  pre- 
serve in  our  own  jurisdiction  the  inviolability  of 
our  peace  and  our  laws.  A  force  of  thia  kind  is 
entirely  within  the  compass  of  our  means  at-  this 
time.  Is  there  a  reflecting  man  in  the  nation 
who  would  not  charge  Congress  with  a  culpable 
neglect  of  its  doty,  iff  for  the  want  of  such  a  force, 
a  single  ship  were  to  bombard  one  of  our  cities? 
Would  not  every  honorable  member  of  this  Com- 
mittee inflict  on  himself  the  bitterest  reproaches, 
if,  by  failing  to  make  an  inconsiderable  addition 
to  our  little  gallant  Navy,  a  single  British  ves- 
sel should  place  New  York  under  contribution  ? 
Yes.  sir,  when  the  city  is  io  flames,  its  wretched 
inhabitants  begin  to  repent  of  their  neglect  in  not 
providing  engines  and  water  buckets.  If,  said 
Mr.  C,  we  are  not  able  to  meet  the  wolves  of  the 
forest,  shall  we  pot  up  with  the  barking  of  every 
petty  6ce  that  trips  across  our  way?  Because- 
we  cannot  guard  against  every  possible  danger, 
shall  we  provide  against  nonel  He  hoped  not. 
He  had  hardly  expected  that  the  instructing  but 
humiliating  lesson  Was  so  soon  to  be  forgotten 
which  was  taught  us  in  the  murder  of  Pierce ; 

^_.     ^    the  attack  on  the  Chesapeake;  and  the  insult  of- 

<^nly  required  resolution,  ami  a  proper  exertioa  of  |  fvrtd  in  the  harbor  of  CharleaCon,  which  the  brava 
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old  fellow  that  commanded  the  fort  io  Tata  en- 
deavored to  chasti»e. 

It  was  a  rule  with  Mr.  Cj-wheo  acting  either 
in  a  public  or  private  character,  to  attempt  ootb- 
iog  more  tban  what  there  existed  a  prospect  of 
acccmpHshing.  He  was,  therefore,  not  in  favor 
of  entering  into  any  mad  projects  ou  tbis  subject ; 
but  for  deiiberately  and  resolutely  pursuing  what 
he  believed  to  be  within  the  power  of  Gtovem- 
ment.  Gentlemen  refer  to  toe  period  of  1798, 
and  we  are  reminded  of  the  principles  maintain- 
ed by  the  opposition  at  that  time.  He  had  no 
doubt  of  the  correctness^^of  that  opposition.  The 
naval  schemes  of  that  day  were  prematura,  not 
warranted  by  the  resources  of  the  country,  and 
were  contemplated  for  an  unnecessary  wair  into 
which  the  nation  was  about  to  be  plunged.  He 
always  admired  and  approved  the  zeal  and  abil- 
ity with  which  that  opposition  was  conducted  by 
the  distinguished  gentleman  now  at  Ihe  head  of 
>  tbe  Treasury.  But  the  state  of  things  is  totally 
idtered.  What  was  folly  in  1796  may  be  wisdom 
now.  At  that  time,  we  had  a  revenue  only  of 
about  six  milHoas.  Our  jrevenue  now,  upon  a 
supposition  that  commerce  is  restored,  is  aboi^t 
sixteen  millions.  The  population  of  thecouotry, 
too,  is  greatly  increased — nearly  doubled-rand  the 
wealth^f  the  nation  is^  perhaps,  tripled.  While 
our  ability  to  construct  a  navy  is  thus  enhanced, 
the  necessity  for  maritime  protecliouw  is  propor- 
tionately augmented.  Independent  of  the  extes* 
8100  of  our  commerce,  since  the  year  1798,  we' 
have  had  an  addition  of  more  than  five  hundred 
miles  to  our  coas^  from-  the  bay  of  Perdido  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Sabine — a  weak  and  defenceless  ac-' 
cession,  requiring,  more  than  aa^  other  part  of 
our  maritime  frontier,  the  protecting  arm  of  Oov- 
em  ment. 

The  groundless  imputation,  that  those  who 
were  friendly  to  a  navy  Were  espousing  a  princi- 
ple inimical  to  freedom,  abould  not  terrify  him. 
He  was  not  ashamed  when  in  such  company  as 
the  illustrious  author  of  the  "Notes  on  Virgin  ta,'' 
whose  opinions  on  the  subject  of  a  navy,  contain- 
ed in  that  work,  contributed,  to  the  formation  of 
his  own.  But  the  principle  of  a  navy,  MnC 
contended,  was  no  Longer  open  to  controversy.  It 
was  decided  when  Mr.  Jefferson  came  into  power. 
With  all  the  prejudices  against  a  navy,  which  are 
alleged  by  some  to  have  been  then  brought  into 
the  Admin iatration — with  many  honest .  prejudi- 
ces, he  admitted^^the  rash  attempt  was  not  made 
to  destroy  the  establishment.  It  was  reduced  only 
to  what  was  supposed  to  be  within  the  financial 
capacity  of  tbe  country*  If,  ten  years  ago,  when 
all  those  prejudices  were  to  be  cembaued,  ^ven 
in  time  of  peace,  it  was  deemed  proper  by  the 
then  Administration  to  retain  in  service  ten  frig- 
ates, he  put  it  to  the  candor  of  gentlemen  to  say, 
if  new,  when  we  are  on  the  eve  of  a  war,  and 
taking  into  view  the  actual  growth  of  the  coun- 
try, and  the  acquisition  of  our  coast  on  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico,  we  ought  not  to  add  to  the. Establish- 
ment? 

Mr.  C.  said,  he  had  hitherto  alluded  more  par- 
ticularly to  the  exposed  situation  of  oertaia  pairta 


of  the  Atlantic  frontier.  While  be  felt  liie  ^ 
est  solicitude  foe  the  safety  of  New  Yort.  tk 
other  cities  on  the  coast,  he  would  be  pardoBri 
by  the  Committee  for  referring  to  the  iaiercstjof 
that  section  of  the  Union  from  which  he  ease 
If,  said  hej  there  be  a  point  more  than  anf  od» 
in  the  United  States  demanding  the  aid  of  Dan! 
protection, -that  point  is  the  mouth  of  the  Mis^ 
sippi.  What  is  the  popolation  of  theWotcn 
country,  dependent  upon  this  single  outlet  for  is 
surplus,  productions  i  Kentucky,  accordis;  t: 
the  last  enumeration,  has  406,511;  Tensess, 
361,727 ;  and  Ohio,  230,760.  And,  when  thep(^ 
ulation  of  the  western  parts  of  Virginia  and  Peu< 
sylvania,and  the  territories  which  aredratoed^ 
the  Mississippi  or  its  water?,  is  added,  it  will  f3ni 
an  aggregate  equal  to  about  one-fifth  of  tkewiidi 
populaiion  of  the  United  States,  resfing  all  tbf? 
commercial  hopes  tipoit  this  solitary  vent!  Tu 
bulky  articles,  of  which  their  surplus  prodoetic? 
ooosist,  can  be  tmnsported  no  other  way.  Tbef 
will  not  bear  the  expense  of  a  carriage  op  tut 
Ohio  and  Tennessee,  and  across  the  mousaiBi. 
and  the  circuitous  voyage  of  the  Lakes  is  out  c^ 
the  question.  While  most  other  States  htreta 
option  of  numerous  outlets,  so  that  if  one  be  clod 
resort  can  be  had  to  others,  tbis  vast  popola&a 
has  no  alternative.  Close  the  mouth  of  the  Me> 
siseippi  and  their  export  trade  is  annihilated.  H* 
callea  the  attention  of  his  Western  friends,  e^ 
cially  his  worthjr  Kentucky  friends  (from  wb?i 
be  felt  himself  with  regret  cooetrained  todifier^ 
this  occasion)  to  the  state  of  the  pnblic  feelio^o 
that  quarter,  while  the  nati^tionof  the  fiii^ 
sippi  was  withheld  by  Spam ;  aod  to  the  $i 
more  recent  period  when  the  right  of  depot  fv 
violated.  The  whole  country  was  in  conuBO> 
tion  ;  and,  at  the  nod  of  Govern meiK,  would  bate 
fallen  on  Baton  Kouge  and  New  Orieaas,  ail 
punished  the  treachery  of  a  perfidious  Gorefa- 
ment.  Abandon  all  idea  of  protecting,  by  isin* 
time  force,  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  aodv? 
Bhall  have  the  recurrence  of  many  similar  kcbc^ 
We  shall  hold  the  inestimable  right  of  tbe  sari- 

fatiom  of  that  river  by  the  most  preearioos  teosre. 
'he  whole  commerce  of  the  Mississippi— a  coo- 
merce  that  is  destined  to  be  the  richest  that  was 
ever  borne  by  a  single  stream — is  placed  ac  (ke 
mercy  of  a  stagle  ship  lying  off  the  Belize ! 

Again :  The  convulsions  of  i he  new  woKd.  sti 
more,  perhaps,  than  those  of  Europe,  ciiallea^ 
our  attention.  Whether  the  ancient  d^Dtsif  of 
Spain  is  still  to  he  upheld  or  subverted,  it  is  et* 
tremely  uncertain,  if  the  bonds  conneetiag  tk 
pareat  country  with  her  c<^onies  are  not  foiere^ 
broken.  What  is  to  become  of  Cuba  ?  Will  it 
assert  indepeinlence,  or  remain  -  the  profiaee  d 
some  European  Power  ?  In  either  case  the  whole 
trade  of  the  Western  country,  which  most  pas 
almost  with  in  gun-shot  of  the  More  Cwtle,  c 
exposed  to  danger.  It  was  not,  hoverer,of  Coba 
he  was  afraid.  He  wished  her  indepeodeot.  Bat 
suppose  England  gets  pooaession  of  that  raloabii 
island  1  With  Cuba  on  the  south  aad  Halifti 
on  the  north — and  the  consequent  means  of  fa  rfl^ 
ing  or  annoying  the  commerce  of  pattieoiar  s«- 
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ofis  of  the  country,  b«  asked  if  the  most  san- 
uioe  amoDjr  us  wooJd  oot  tremble  for  the  integ- 
ity  of  the  Uaion?  If,  along  withOoba,  Graat 
tritainthoald  acquire  East  Florida,  she  will  hare 
ie  absolute  eommand  of  the  Quif  of  Mexico. 
)an  gentlemeDy  partieularlv  gentlemeo  from  the 
Vesiero  coontry^,  contemplate  soch  possible,  najr, 
rolmble  events,  without  desiring  to  see,  at  least 
tie  commencemeot  of  such  a  naval  establishment 
B  would  effeeiuaily  protect  the  Mississippi  1  He 
Dtreated  them  to  turn  their  attention  to  ihe  de- 
ioceless  situation,  of  the  Ori^i^os  Tierritoty,  and 
)  the  nature  of  iu  population.  It  is  known  that,. 
rbile  under  the  Snantsh  Qovernu>ent,theyezpe- 
KDced  the  beoeat  of  naval  security.  Satisfy 
kem  that,  under  the  Government  of  the  United 
llates,  they  will  enjoy  less  protection,  and  you 
isclose  the  most  fatal  secret. 

The  General  Government  receives,  annually 
or  the  public  lands  about  $600,000.  One  of  the , 
oarces  whence,  the  Western  people  raise  this 
Dm,  is  rfae  exportation  of  the  sur j^lus  productions 
f  that  country.  Shut  up  the  Mississippi  and 
his  source  is,  in  a  great  measure,  dried  op.  But, 
appose  this  Government  to  look  upon  the  occlu- 
ioo  of  the  Mississippi,  without  making  aa  effort 
0  that  element,  wnere  alone  it  could  be  made 
oecessfully,  to  retnove  the  blockading  force,  and, 
It  the  same  time,  to  be  vigorously  pressing  pay- 
neDt  for  the  public  lands ;  he  shuddered  at  the 
iODsequences.  Deep-rooted  as  he  knetv  the  af- 
feetioDs  of  the  Wcbtern  people  to  be  to  the  Union, 
aad  he  would  not  admit,  their  patriotism  to  be 
urpassed  by  any  other  quarter  of  the  country,)  if 
lach  a  state  of  things  were  to  last  any  coosidera- 
>le  time,  he  should  seriously  apprehend  a  with- 
irawal  of  their  Confidence.  Nor,  sir  could  we 
lerive  any  apolosy  for  the  failure  to  a£ford  tbera 
ffoifction  from  me  want  of  the  material  fot  oa« 
ral  architecture.  On  the  contrary,  all  the  articles 
fflteriog  into  the  construction  of  a  navy — iron, 
temp,  timber,  pitch,  abound  in  the  greatest  quan- 
ities  on^  the  waters  of  the  Mississippi.  Ken* 
^Qcky  alone,  he  bad  no  doubt,  raised  hemp  enough 
be  last  year  for  the  whole  consumption  of  the 
United  States. 

If,  as  he  conceived,  gentlemen  had  been  unsuo- 
lessful  in  showing  that  the  downfall  of  maritime 
latioos  was  ascribable  to  their  navies,  they  had 
Ken  more  fortunate  in  showing,  by  the  instances 
0  which  they  had  referred,  that,  without  a  ma- 
iae.  DO  foreign  commerce  could  exist  to  any  ex- 
eot.  It  is  the  appropriate,  the  natural  (ii  the 
erm  be  allowable)  protection  of  foreign  eood* 
aerce.  The  shepherd  and  his  faithful  dog  are 
lot  more  necessary  to  guard  the  flocks  that 
^owse  and  gambol  on  tbe  neighboring  momUaio. 
"e  considered  the  prosperity  of  foreign  com* 
oaerce  indissolubly  ailied  to  marine  power.  Ne* 
;lect  to  provide  the  one,  and  yOu  must  abandon 
|he  other.  Suppose  the  expected  war  with  Bog* 
land  is  commenced,  you  enter.and  subjugate  Can- 
i<la«  and  she  still  refuses  to  do  you  justice,  what 
other  possible  mode  will  remain  to  operate  on  the 
enemy  but  upon  that  element  where  you  can  then 
ilooe  come  in  contact  .with  him  ?    And  if  you  do 


not  prepare  to  protect  there  your  own  commerce 
and  to  assail  his,  will  he  not  sweep  from  the  ocean 
every  vessel  bearing  your  flag,  and  destroy  even 
the  coasting  trade?  but,  from  the  arguments  of 
gentlemen,  it  would  seem  to  be  questioned  if  for- 
eign commerce  is  worth  tbe  kiiid  of  protection 
insisted  ^pon.  What  is  this  foreign  commerce 
that  has  suddenly  become  so  incoosiderable?  It 
has,  wixh  very  trifling  aid  from  other  sources,  de^ 
frayed  the  expenses  of  Government  ever  since 
the  adoption  of  the  present  Constitution — main- 
tained an  expensive  and  successful  war  with  the 
Indians — a  war  with  the  Barbary  Powers — a  quasi 
war  with  France — ^sustained  the  charges  of  sup- 
pressing two  insurrections,  and  extinguished  up- 
ward of  forty-six  millions  of  the  public  debt  I  In 
revenue  it  has,  ^ince  the  year  1789,  yielded  one 
hundred  -and  ninety-one  millions  of  dollars,  Du- 
ring the  first  four  years  after  the  commencement 
of  the  present  Grovernoient,  the  re  Venue,  averaged 
only  about  two  millions  annually — during  a  sub- 
sequent period  of  Q>ur  years  it  rose  to  an  average 
of  fifteen  millions  annually,  or  became  equivalent 
to  a  capital  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of 
dollars,  at  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum. 
And,  if  our  commerce  is  re-established,  it  will,  in 
the  course  of  time,  net  a  sum  for  which  we  are 
scarcely'Tuvoished  with  figures  in  arithmetic.-*- 
Taking  the  average  of  the  last  nine  years  (com- 
prehending, of  course,  the  season  of  the  embargo) 
our  exports  averaged  upward  of  thirty-seven  qmI- 
lioos  of  dollars,  which  is  equivalent  to  a  capital  of 
upward  of  six  hundred  millioas  of  dollars  at  six 
per  cent,  interest,  all  of  which  must  be  lost  in  a 
destruction  -  of  foreign  commerce. .  In  the  aban- 
donment of  that  commerce  is  also  involved  the 
sacrifice. of  our  brave  tars,  wbo  have  engaged  in 
the  pursuit,  from  which  they  derive  substntence, 
under  confidence  that  the  Governmeat  will  afford 
them  that  just  protection  which  is  ^due  to  all. 
The|]r  will  be  driven  into  foreign  employment,  for 
it  is  in  vain  to  expect  that  they  will  renounce  tbe 
habits  of  their  life. 

The  spirit  of  commercial  enterprise  so  strongly 
depicted  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr* 
MiTCBiLL})  is  diffused  throughout  the  country.  It 
is  a  passion  as  unconquerable  as  any  with  which 
nature  has  endowed  us.  You  may  attempt  to 
regulate — you  cannot  destroy  i  t.  It  exhibits  itself 
as  well  on  the  waters  of  the  Western  country,  as 
on  the  waters  and  shores  of  the  Atlantic.  Mr.  C. 
bad  heard  of  a  ves&el  built  at  Pittsburg,  having 
crossed  the  Atlantic,  and  entered  a  European  port 
(he  believed  that  of  Leghprn.)  The  master  of 
the  vessel  laid  his  papers  before  the  proper  cus- 
tom-house, whichi  of  course,  stated  the  place  of 
her  departure.  The  officer  boldly  denied  the  ex- 
istence of  any  such  American  port  as  Pittsburg, 
and  threatened  a  seixure  of  the  vessel,  as  beioff 
furnished  with  forged  papers.  The  affrighted 
master  procured  a  map  of  tne  United  States,  and, 
pointing  out  tbe  Gulf  of  Mexico,  took  the  officer 
to  the  mouth  of  tbe  Mississippi — traced  the  course 
of  tbe  Mississippi,  more  than  a  thousand  miles,  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Ohio ;  and,  conducting;  him  still 
a  thousand  miles  higher,  to  the  juncuon  of  the 
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Alleghanynnil  Mo&ongahela«-4h€re,  be  exclaim' 
ed,  stands  Pittsbarg,  the  port  from  Which  I  sailed ! 
The  enstom-house  officer,  prior  to  the  prodaction 
of  this  evidence,  would  as  soon  have  beliered 
that  the  vessel  had  performed  a  voyage  from  the 
mooq. 

In  deliveritig  the  sentiments  he  had  expressed, 
Bir.  C.  considered  himself  as  conforming  to  a  sa- 
cred Constitutional  duty.  When  the  power  to 
provide  a  navy  was  confided  to  Congress,  ii  mast 
have  been  the  intention  of  the  Convention  to  sub- 
mit only  to  the  discretion  of  that  body  the  period 
when  that  power  should  be  exercised.  That  pe- 
riod had,  in  his  opinion,  arrived,  at  least  for  mak- 
ing a  respectable  beginning.  And,  while  he  dis- 
charged what  he  conceived  to  be  his  dirty,  he 
derived  great  pleasure  from  the  reflection  that  he 
was  supporting  a  measure  calculated  to  impart 
additional  strength  to  our  happy  Union.  Diver- 
sified as  are  the  interests  of  its  various  parts,  how 
;  admirably  do  they  blend  together  and  harmonize! 
We  have  only  to  make  a  proper  use  of  the  bounties 
sprea4  before  us,  to  render  us  prosperous  and  pow- 
erful. Such  a  navy, as  he  had  contended  for,  will 
form  a  new  bond  of  connexion  between  the 
States,  concentrating  their  hopes,  their  interests, 
and  their  affections. 

He  concluded  by  inquiring  of  the  chairman  o( 
the  Naval  Committee,  if  there  were  seasoned  tim- 
ber on  l^nd,  to  enable  him  t6  judge  whether  it 
was  best  now  to  rote  for  immediately  building 
some -additional  frigates,  or  to  provide  the  requis- 
ite materials? 

Mr.  CHBvea  could  only  repeat  the  information 
which  he  had  already  eiven  to  the  Committee, 
that  suitable  timber  could  be  obtained  for  these 
frigates,  though  it  be  not  on  hand,  except  some  of 
ihe  large  pieces  required.  And,  as  to  the  expense 
of  these  vessels,  it  is  estimated  at  one  million 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

The  subject  had  been  so  ably  argued  by  his 
friends,  that  he  would  not  intrude  longer  on  the 
Committee  than  to  notice  one  circa msianee. 
Gentlemen  have  been  alarmed  by  a  project  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasurer,  proposing  ways 
and  means  for  the  present  crisis.  But  if  gentle- 
men be  satisfied,  as  he  trusted  they  were,  that  a 
moderate  increase  of  our  Navy  Establishment  is 
expedient,  this  letter  of  the  Secretary  ought  to 
have  no  effect  upon  them ;  for,  while  Congress 
can  raise  a  land  force  of  85,000  men,  they  can 
aarelv  afford  to  appropriate  the  comparatively 
small  sum  asked  for  on  account  of  the  Navy. 
But,  gentlemen  say  this  is  the  way  schemes  are 
fixed  upon  the  nation,  bv  making  one  appropria- 
tion that  another  may  follow.  No  deception,  said 
Mr.  C,  had  been  used  in  this  business.  Theca^e 
bad  been  fairly  stared,  and  the  question  is  pat. 
Will  you  cut  off  the  right  arm  of  your  nation,  by 
potting  down  the  Navy?  If  gentlemen  please, 
they  can  do  it ;  but  he  wished  it  might  not  be 
done  on  account  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry's letter.  The  nation  is,  doubtless,  equal  to  the 
crisis;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  members  will  not 
shrink  from  a  performanoe  of  their  doty. 
Mr.  SMtLiB  observed,  that  the  gentleman  from 


Sooth  Carolina  had  acknowledged  that  the  sai 
now  asked  toward  building  this  navy  was  ou 
intended  as  the  begin nin|;  of  the  business,  ihi' 
more  would  be  called  for  hereafter.  He  ken 
very  well  this  waf  the  intended  course.  It  tui 
little  extraordinary,  said  Mr.  S..  to  find  geDfJeoe: 
from  Kentucky,  patronizing  this  navy  scafK 
while  the  large  skipping  and  commercial  Suk 
of  Pennsvivania  does  not  want  this  alleged  p 
teotion  or  comtaerce  but  really  the  machiat  i 
power.    • 

Mr.  MiTCBiLL  made  some  additional  obsern- 
lions,  chiefly  on  the  great  resources  of  this  €»;• 
try  for.ship-boilding,  which  he  exhibited  i a  ibs 
most  comprehensive  way,  showing  that  cTnf 
material  used  about  a  ship  could  be  obtais^ 
within  ourselves  in  the  greatest  abnndance. 

Mr.  BoTo  had  heard  a  great  deal  said  in  fits 
of  going  into  the  establishment  of  this  nary:  k 
wished  to  offer  a  few  remarks  against  this  picfi 
He  bad  heard  theory  on  theory,  and  caicolatta 
on  calculation ;  but,  nothing  that  be  had  bfts! 
convinced  him  of  the  policy  of  building  a  oarf 
larger  than  we  have,  especially  at  the  preiec 
time ;  be  knew,  indeed,  that  we  could  never  bail 
a  navy  to  cope  with  Great  Britain. 

Instead  of  hearing  so  much  said  about  tbrav- 
ing  money  away  npon  a  navy,  he  should  like  a; 
hear  something  about  the  encouragemeot  aai 
ppotection  of  our  infant  manufactories,  wbicb  k 
thought  of  greater  importance  to  the  coobct 
tbaji  building  ships ;  for.  if  they  are  properly  o- 
couraged,  they  will  nkaxe  everything  we  van, 
and  by  drawing  over  emigrants  from  other  coiu- 
triea,  and  thus  increasing  our  population,  (m 
will  consume  a  great  part  of  our  surplus  product 
80  that  foreign  trade  would  be  Jess  an  object.  T« 
little  atteation,  he  thought,  was  paid  to  thissB»> 
ject.  This  would  be  a  peaceful  course;  maot- 
factores  might  be  carried  to  any  extent,  witiiotf 
running  the  risk  of  war ;  not  so  with  foreign  cca- 
merce,  the  more  it  is  extended,  the  more  dtffica^ 
ties  the  country  is  involved  in.  JEie  was  in  faror 
of  the  peaceful  course,  and  consequently  a^iasi 
a  large  permanent  naval  establishment. 

Mr.  Kqba  said,  before  the  question  was  take& 
he  would  add  a  few  other  remarks.  He  bad  al- 
ways been  in  favor  of  protecting  commerce;  bat 
he  could  not  coiiseot  to  protect  it  in  tbemaooei 
now  proposed.  We  have, said  he,  voted  mill ioai 
for  the  fortifications  on  our  seacoast,  and  fx 
building  gunboats  for  the  protection  of  ourcoaiu 
and  ports  and  harbors.  But  gentlemen  oovsay. 
these  are  not  sufficient,  give  as  a  fleet— not  i9 
meet  our  enemy  at  sea,  nor  to  protect  our  coto- 
merce  in  our  waters,  but  to  protect  our  coasts  acd 
harbors,  he  supposed,  to  be  alongside  our  fortiika- 
tions. 

He  was  surprised  to  hear  a  gentleman  froa 
Kentucky  (the  Speaker)  express  a  desire  for  sbip 
of  war  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  Westers 
country.  He  knew  of  no  use  they  voold  be  d 
there,  except  they  meant  to  use  them  ngaiosi  tbt 
Indians. 

And,  as  to  New  Orleans,  it  is  defended  so  well 
by  nature,  that  no  foreign  Power  can  aooof  it 
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'be  upper  coaptry  will  always  maintain  it.  Be- 
des,  '\i  any  foreign  nation  were  to  attempt  to 
ke  it,  they  would  repent  of  it,  for  the  country 

00  Id  prove  a  grave  to  them.  We  have,  an  for* 
Qately,had  eau^  to  repent  of  having  kept  a  body 

troops  there.  The  mortality  among  them  was 
stressiog  to  humanity.  As  to  the  people  of  Cuba, 
'did  not  believe  they  had  any  more  intention 

injure  us,  than  we  them.  He  saw  no  neeessi- 
)  therefore,  for  vessels  of  war  to  guard  against 
oger  from  that  ouarter.  If  we  could  trade  with 
ch  other,  it  would  be  very  well. 
We  are  told,  said  he,  that  we  have  no  force  to 
»st  a  seventy-four  gunship.  And  would  the 
gates  proposed  to  be  built  be  able  to  do  it  ?  Ger- 
inly  not.    If  we  wish  to  make  a  great  effort,  let 

>  make  an  appropriation  for  three  or  four  large 
ips,  equal  to  any  in  tbe  British  service,  so  as  to 
able  to  match  them  ;  but,  at  present,  he  was 

)t  for  voting  any  money  for  this  purpose.  ■  ' 
Gentlemen  tell  us,  said 'Mr.  R.,  because  our  rev- 
ue is  drawn  from  commerce,  a  navy  ought  to 
built  to  protect  commerce.  It  is  true  that  the 
venue  is  collected  from  commerce;  but  who 
ys  the  tax  ?  The  people,  to  be  sure.  '  If  we 
uld  get  a  revenue  that  was  not  paid  by  the  peo- 
9  at  large,  but  by  tbe  merchants  alone,  then 
ere  would  be  some  ground  for  calling  upon  t4e 
opie  to  assist  in  protecting  their  commerce.  But 
long  as  the  people  are  to  pay  the  taxes,  it  roat- 
rs  nut  much  from  what  sources  they  are  drawn. 
Mr.  Blacklebgb  said:  I  had  no  intention  of 
king  up  the  time  of  the  Committee  a  single  mo- 
ent  with  any  remarks  of  mine  upon  the  subject 
ider  consideration  when  I  entered  the  House 
is  morning.    It  has  already  been  discnssed  with 

1  ability  which  does  honor  to  the  gentlemen 
ho  have  spoken  on  both  sides,  and  my  mind 
8«  made  up  to  vote  in  favor  of  every  section  of 
le  bill  except  the  one  now  under  consideration. 
ly  objection  to  this  section  does  not  arise  from 
)  aversion  to  increasing  our  Naval  Establish- 
leot,  but  from  a  conviction.,  arising  from  all  the 
>«ws  I  have  been  able  to  take  of  the  subject,  that 
Dr  resources  can  be  applied  to  increase  It  in  a 
inch  better  way.  Where,  sir,  is  the  timber  of 
bich  it  is  contemplated  to  build  these  ten  friff- 
tes?  The  report  which  accompanied  the  bilr 
^es  not  inform  ns,  and  the  very  able  chairman 

>  tbe  committee  who  made  the  report  has  this 
>y  told  us,  (what  from  the  silence  of  the  report 

>  this  subject  I  had  before  inferred,)  that  we 
k*e  not  the  timber  for  them  on  band,  but  that 
otn  sources  deemed  worthy  of  credit  he  has  un- 
irstood  that  timber  for  ten  frigates  is  procurable 
imcieotly  sea.<^ned,  and  of  quality  that  will 
wwer  very  well,  except  some  of  the  largest 
^es  necessary  lot  constructing  such  ships. — 
vbat  is  the  name  or  description  of  these  larger 
'^<^es  of  timber  the  worthy  chairman  has  not 
•lormed  us,  but  from  the  little  knowledge  I  have 
\  '".'P-baildiog  cannot  be  much  at  a  loss  in  de- 
•rmioing  that  they  must  be  the  sterns,  stern  posts, 
*f' 'i  keelsons,  and  beams.  These  it  seems  we 
euher  have  on  hand,  nor  can  procure -from  pri- 
»wihip.yards;  of  eoune  we  thtll  either  not  be 


able  to  build  these  fri^tes  in  seyehil  yeara,  or  we 
must  buiM  of  materials  not  well  seasoned,  and 
which  must  insure  their  speedy  decay.    What 
should  we  tbink  of  a  man  who,  in  erecting  an 
ex  pensive  and  elegant  bouse,  should  employ  green 
ail  is.  sleepers,  and  corner  posts,  but  be  very  par- 
ticular in  selecting  timber  of  the  first  quality  for 
all  the  rest  of  the  building?   Sir,  he  would  find 
to  his  cost,  as  we  in  keeping  up  oar  old  frigates 
have  found  to  oursj  that  the  expense  of  repairs 
would  be  BO  enormous  as  to  create  doubts  whe- 
ther it  would  not  be  better  to  build  a  new  house 
than  attempt  to  repair  the  old  hulk.    Then  ad^ 
mitting  the  information  given  us  by  the  chair^ 
main  has  been  derived  from  sources  worthy  of 
credit,  I  certainly  wuuld  not  agree  to  vote  \fL 
favor  of  this  section  and  saddle  upon  the  nation 
a  parcel  of  ships  parehed  up  of  seasoned  and  un- 
seasoned timber.    But  is  it  not  extremely  prob^ 
able  that  this  information  ba's  been  derived  from 
interested  sources;   that  is,  from  arsons  who, 
having  ship-timber  on  hand,  are  likely,  under  the 
present  aspect  of  affairs,  to  find  it  more  their  in- 
terest to  sell  the  timber  to  the  publie'than  employ 
it  in  building  vessels  for  tlieir  own  use"?    From 
the  very  nature  of  itj  I  cannot  but  believe  this  to 
be  the  case;  for.  as  the  Qovernmeot  had  not  the 
timber  of  their  own,  of  trhom  would  they  have 
inquired  to  know  whether  they  could  be  supplied 
with  the  timber  of  suitable  quality  ?  Certainly  of 
the  large  ship-butiders,  who,  from  tbe  considera- 
tions I  have  just  mentioned,  would  no  doubt  be 
induced  to  Vvish  to  make  a  sale  of  their  timber, 
rather  than  bttild  it  into  vessels  for  their  own  ac- 
eount.    We  are  informed 'by  the  report  which 
aeeompanies  the  bill  that  it  will  cost. about  one 
million  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  build 
and  completely  fit  ten  frigates  averagiojg  thirtv- 
eight  ^uns;  but  of  this  sum  we  are  told  it  is  only 
proposed  to  appropriate  one  million  of  dollars  at 
this  lime,  and  that  it  will  be  time  enotigh  at  the 
end  of  some  future  session  to  appropriate  tbe 
other  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars.    From 
the  same  report  we  learn  that  the  whole  cost  of  a 
seventy-four  gttnship  will  be  aboutthree  hundred 
and  thirty-three  thousand  dollars,  and  that  we- 
have  the  timber  and  cannon  on  hand  for  fottr«t 
least. 

The  whole  cost  of  four  seventy  fours  then,  re- 
cording to  the  report,  would  be  one  million  three 
hundred  and  thirty-two  thousand  (1,332^000)  dol- 
lars, but  deducting  the  cost  of  the  timber  and 
cannon  already  on  hand,  which  oaanot  be  less 
than  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  thousand  dol- 
lars, it  appears  that  we  ean  by  an  appropiation  of 
one  million  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  be  fur* 
nished  with  four  ships  of  seventy -four  guna  in 
course  of  the  present  year ;  or.  if  it  should  not  be 
wished  to  finish  them,  but  only  to  advance  to-  • 
wards  completing  them  in  the  proportion  which 
is  contemplated  for  the  frigates,  it  will  then  re- 
quire but  about  seven  hundred  and  eighty*three 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars  for  the  four  seventjr- 
fours  in  the  course  of  the  present  year ;  in  fact  it 
would  not  require  so  large  a  sum,  as  we  have  the 
timber  tlready  by  us.    Besides,  when  boilt,  ad- 
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oiittiDg  the  frigates  to  arerage  but  tbirty*siz 
guns,  it  appears  from  the  Secretary's  report  they 
will  cost  us  annnally  to  keep  the  ten  in  ser?iee 
one  mitlioD  twenty  thousand  dollars,  when  fooj 
seventy-fours  would  cost  but  eight  hundred  and 
forty-seven  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixteen 
doliars)  making  a  difference  of  near  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars  a  year  in  our  expenses.-  Let  us 
buiid  which  we  may,  our  object  is  to  employ  them 
against  an  enemy  vastly  our  superior  upon  the 
ocean^  and  who  will  no  doubt  do  his  utmost  to 
keep  them  blockaded  in  oUr  ports,  or  capture  them 
if  they  get  to  sea.  We  ought  tnen,  I  think,  un« 
questionably  to  vest  our  resMHirees  in  that  species 
of  force  most  likely  to  enable  us  to  take  advan* 
tase  of  the  disasters  which  most  frequently  be- 
fall any  blockading  squadron  upon  our  eoasL 
Add  four  seventy- fours  at  once  to  the  ten  frigates 
we  already  have,  and  independent  of  the  appal  it 
will  produce  upon  our  enemy,  evincing  a  deter* 
mination  to  meet  him  as  early  as  possible  upon 
his  own  element,  we  shall  put  him  to  double  the 
expense  in  his  blockading  squadrons  which  he 
would  feel  any  necessity  to  be  at  in  keeping 
twenty  frigates  shut  up  in  our  ports. 

The  objects  of  our  preparations  for  war  by 
land  are  to  garrison  our  forts,  and  wrest  from  the 
enemy  his  Canadian  possessions,  and  it  is  be- 
lieved bv  all' that  they  are  commensurate  to  the 
end,  and  that  in  the  course  of  the  first  vear  we 
shall  at  least  be  able  to  get  possession  ot  Upper 
Canada,  and  all  that  part  of  ihe'Country  furnish- 
ing either  timber  or  provisions  for  exportation. 
To  this  purpose  I  agree  that  it  is  proper  to  direct 
the.energies  of  the  nation  at  the  outset.  But  these 
proviiMes,  except  for  the  purpose  of  some  sup- 
plies for  lier  Went  India  Islands  and  her  fleets  in 
our  seas,  it  is  known  are  not  of  much  importance 
to  her.  Admit,  then,  that  we  have  taken  them,  all 
•we  have  gained  worth  speaking  of  is  in  the  addi- 
tional expense  and  trouble  we  shall  have  thrown 
upon  our  enemy  in  supplying  her  blockading 
squadrons.  This  is  surely  an  important  point, 
but  by  no  means  sufficiently  so,  I  fear,  to  hring 
her  to  a  sense  of  justice  towards  us  if  we  there 
.$lop.  An  increase  of  our  Naval  Bstablishment  is 
•Iso  another- essential  link  in  our  chain  of  prepa- 
rations. That  increase  should  be  made  in  the 
way  most  likely  to  endanger  the  enemy's  com- 
merce and  squadrons  in  our  seaa.  These  squadrons 
ve  know  will  consist  not  of  frigates  alone,  but  of 
8hips-of*the-line  to  come  in  aid  of' their  frigates 
in  the  ease  of  need.  They  know  the  gaiiant 
commftnders  of  our  frigates  will  never  surrender 
them  to  ships  of  equal  force,  and,  therefore,  as  in 
the  case  of  the  dastardly  attack  of  the  Leopard 
'  Upon  the  Chesapeake,  they  will  take  care  to  have 
sbip8^of>the-line  toaid  their  quick  sailing  frigates. 
Wo  must  do  the  same,  or  our  frigates  when  built 
will  be  of  but  little  use,  for  though  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  either  a  Decatur  or  a  Rodgers  would 
a^rrender  their  frigates  to  any  seven  ly-four  in 
the  British  navy,  as  long  as  they  could  be  kept 
afloat,  yet  no  man  acquainted  with  the  relative 
force  of  the  two  ships  can  hesitate  in  declaring 
that  the  frigates  must  ultimately  go  to  the  bot- 


tom'or  be  captured.  Of  the  bravery,  skill  ol 
enterprise  of  our  seamen,  no  man  can  docx 
Give  them  ships  any  way  equal  to  their  eoesT 
and  my  life  upon  it  we  never  lose  one  bat  au 
cost  to  the  enemy  which  shall  make  him  repee 
the  contest.  For  the  seventy-fours  we  kstre  tin 
timber  ready,  of  the  finest  quality,  and  in  tat 
best  possibb  state  of  preparation ;  it  will  ex. 
less  to  build  t^em  and  leas  to  keep  them  in  ss- 
vice,  and  when  built,  I  have  no  hesitation  is  ^ 
daring  it  as  my  firm  belief,  that  they  will  p» 
duce  a  much  more  powerful  effect  upon  the  eKar 
than  the  frigates.  I  shall  therefore  vote  tpitk 
this  section,  but  shall  do  it  under  a  hope  of  k^ 
ing  a  section  substituted,  authorizing  the  boy* 
ing  four  seventy-fours. 

*  Our  experience  for  years  past  proves  that  n 
have  nothing  to  hope  for  from  negotiatioo.  t 
proves  more,  for  it  allows  that  a  failure  to  reso; 
by  war  one  invasion  of  our  riglits  has  Id  u 
another;  that  a  failure  to  resent  bf  war  an  i&i> 
sion  of  our  rights  by  one  of  the  tielligereDts  st 
served  as  a  pretext  ior  a  similar  or  a  more  fla^ 
violation  by  the  other.  Our  love  of  peace  ibn 
must  either  give  way  to  necessity,  or  chaio  q>  is 
submission  at  the  feet  of  our  insolent  oppresfj**. 
Qreat  Britain,  by  her  Orders  in  GounciC  forbiii 
our  carrying  the  produce  of  our  soil  to  anj  is& 
ket  from  whence  her  products  are  excladed* 
thus,  in  fact,  assuming  and  exercising  the  n& 
to  regulate  bur  commerce  as  before  our  Rere^ 
tion.  By  her  practice  of  impressment,  she  tt 
already  torced  iato  service  thousands  of  oar  cjs^ 
xens,  and  compelled  them  to  fight  her  batiia. 
What  have  we  gained,  or  what  lias  she  lost  Ir 
the  blood  and  treasure  expended  by  our  aneestse 
in  the  glorious  struggle  which  aehiered  ooixs- 
dependence,  if  we  submit  to  the  preteosioos  oc« 
set  up  by  the  very  nation  from  whom  ther  <* 
lained  it  ?  Will  it  be  any  consolation  to  oar  s» 
faring  brethren  to  tell  them  that  they  eojof  t^ 
glorious  privilege  of  electing  men  to  repres^fi^ 
them  and  guard  their  interests  in  the  great  cose* 
oils  of  the  nation,  when  they  see  that  their  Re^ 
reaentatives  suffer  them  to  he  enslaved  bjr  asr 
foreign  Power,  and  their  families  thrown  io^ 
distress  and  upon  the  bounty  of  their  friesds « 
the  parish?  Will  it  be  any  coosolatioo  is  tht 
agriculturist  or  merchant  lo  know  that  he  ak 
enjoys  the  privilege  of  sending  men  to  represest 
him  here,  when  they  see  that  these  Repceseata- 
lives  have  surrendered  to  any  nation  whateTci 
the  right  of^direeting  to  what  ports  or  places,aB^ 
under  what  conditions,  the  products  of  oBrsdi 
shall  be  carried  for  a  market?  It  certainly  caa- 
not.  They  will  see  at  once  that  they  bad  be(i« 
rid  themselves  of  the  expense  of  their  own  Got- 
ernment,  and  rely  entirely  upon  some  Gorern* 
ment  for  ^  a  protection  91  Iheic  righu.  Rathe 
than  submit  to  pretensions  so  degrading  to  ost 
national  honor,  and  which,  if  submitted  to,  m^ 
lead  to  consequences  so  destructive  both  to  tk 
agricultural  and  commercial  interests  of  the  m* 
lion,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  prefer  war;  and  as 
happy  to  find  from  the  vast  majority  in  fsrore^ 
the  meaaores  heretofore  under  diseassion  F* 
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•ratory  for  the  contest,  that  so  \itrge  a  portion 
if  this  House  are  of  the  same  opinion.  The  only, 
r,at  least,  bv  far  the  greatest,  cause  of  regret 
riib  me  is,  that  there  should  be  one  among  tbs 
ipposed  to  the  measure.  To  those  who  are  op- 
wed  to  every  preparation  for  war  from  a  belief 
bat  Id  a  victory  ever  Great  Britain  they  see  our 
VD  downfall  throngh  the  augmented  power  of 
i«r  enemy,  the  Emperor  of  France,  I  have  noth'- 
Bgto  say  further,  than  that  if  I  agreed  With  them 
aopinioD,  I  would  at  once  submit  a  proposition 
ojoio  Oreat  Britain  in  the  struggle.  I  should 
lo  this  as  a  more  bdnorable  course  than  that  of 
offering  her  to  force  our  men  and  our  money 
Bto  her  service  in  the  way  she  is  now  doing 
broQgh  her  Ordera  in  Council  and  preciice  of 
mpressment.  To  those  whx>  are  opposed  to  war 
Kcause  we  have  not  already  a  navy  **  targe 
•noQgh  to  enable  as  to  hold  the  balance  between 
he  two  great  cooiending  Powers  of  Snrope,"  and 
rho  assert,  as  an  honorable  gentleman  from  Coii- 
lecticot  (Mr.  Law)  did  yesterday,  {who  I  am 
orrjT  to  see  is  not  now  in  his  plaee,)  ^  that  by 
leglecting  our  navy  we  bad  left  ourselves  in  a 
atuation  not  to  be  able  io  enforce  our  rights,*'  I 
nil  only  reply  by  reminding  them  that  our  an* 
lestors  with  little  more  than  one*third  of  our 
lopuiatioo,  and  not  the  twentieth  part  of  our 
iduDtages  and  resources,  compelled  the  same 
latioD  to  do  us  justice^  and  acknowledge- onr  in- 
lependence,  thirty  years  ago.  Why,  then,  should 
ire  DOW  despond  1  1  really  can  see  no  good  cause 
or  desponaence,  but  from  dissensions  among 
mrselves.  United,  we  are  capable  of  resisting 
lod  of  enforcing  our  rights  against  the  combined 
lowers  of  the  earth.  Divided,  we  may  fall  an 
!asy  prey  to  any  petty  Power  disposed  to  join 
m  party  in  its  attempts  to  overcome  the  otner. 
bd  I  cannot  but  believe  that  it  is  to  the  unhappy 
Mrty  spirit  at  present,  and  for  years  past,  pre- 
^iliog  among  us,  that  we  owe  the  attempt  of 
jrreat  Britain  ngain  to  place  us  in  the  roost  ab- 
tet  state  of  colonization.  Surely,  sir,  when  the 
[«Dtieman  from  Connecticut  hazarded  the  opin-' 
OQ,  that  ^^  if  our  Naval  Establishment  had  been 
fostered  from  its  foundation  twelve  or  fifteen 
years  ago  we  should  now  have  had  a  navy  suf- 
ficiently formidable  to  have  held  the  balance 
betireen  France  and  Bngland,"  he  had  forgot- 
en  the  recent  fate  of  Copenhagen ;  he  could  not 
lare  recoIWted  the  character  of  the  English  na- 
ioD,  as  evinced  in  her  history  for  at  least  a  een- 
Qry  past.  She  believes  that  not  only  the  safety 
•f  her  colonies  abroad,  bat  that  her  rery  exist- 
Dce  as  an  independent  nation  depends  upon  her 
laval  superiority.  The  very  instant  she  has  dis- 
orered  any  of  her  neighbors  likely  to  rival  her 
Q  this  point,  she  has  made  war  upon  them. 
Jpon  what  ^ood  ground  then  does  the  gentleman 
bund  his  opinion  that  we  should  have  been  suf- 
ered  to  raise  a  naval  force  sufficiently  forroida- 
*te  to  hare  held  the  balance  between  these  two 
[rest  rival  Powers?  A  naval  force  sufficiently 
arge  to  have  answered  this  purpose,  most  have 
•een  at  least  equal  to  that  of  the  Danes  at  the 
ime  they  were  Copenhagened ;  which,  as  w^ll 


as  I  recollect,  consisted  of  fort]^-five  ot  forty-six 
sail  in  the  whole,  of  which  ten  to  fifteen  were 
ship8*of-the-lioe,  about  as  many  frigates,  and  the 
balance  smaller  vessels  of  various  descriptions. 
What  reason  oan  we  have  to  suppose  that  with 
such  a  navy  as  this,  in  the  neighborhood  of  her 
valuable  West  India  colon res^e  shoold  not  hare 
shiCred  tlie  same  fate?  The  Danes  had  commit- 
ted no  offence.  A  solemn  Treaty  of  Amity,  Com- 
merce, and  Navigation,  existed  between  them 
and  the  English.  But  it  was  suspected  that  thej 
were  under  French  influence,  and  that  their 
navy  was  about  to  be  thrown  into  the  scale 
against  them.  And  pray  have  not  half  our  pub- 
lic papers  been  charging  our  Administration  for 
years  with  being  under  French  influence ;  nay, 
nave  not  even  members  of  this  House,  as  well  as 
of  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  publicly 
made  the  same  charge  ?  As  lixe-causes  produce 
like  effects,  I  can  see  no  good  reason  for  believing 
we  should  not  have  shared  the  same  fate  with 
the  Danes.  It  is  certainly  true,  that  since  Mr. 
Jefferson  came  into  power,  nothing  has  been  done^ 
to  inerease  the  naval  strength  of  the  nation  for- 
ther  than  to  build  a  number  of  gunboats  for  the 
defence  and  protection  of  our  ports  and  harbors; 
hot  it  is  equally  true  that  neither  he  nor  his  suc^ 
cessor  have  ever  either  recommended  or  signed 
an  act  for  the  reduction  of  the  Navy.  The  act 
^uthorizitig  the  sale  of  all  the  ships  ot  war  which 
we  had  in  1798  and  1799,  except  twelve  or  thir- 
teen of  the  frigates,  was  signed  by  Mr.  Adams 
before  he  went  out  of  office ;  and  there  can  be  no 
doubt  he  acted  wisely  in  so  doing ;  he  knew  beat 
the  materials  of  which  they  had  been  built,  and 
was  of  course  the  best  judge  of  the  propriety  of 
selling  or  retaining  them. 

From  the  commencement  of. Mr.  Jefferson's 
Administration,  the  navy  has  been  kept  at  about 
the  rate  it  stood  at  when  he  came  into  office. 
The  danger  to  be  apprehended  froni  the  piratical 
Slates  of  Barbery,  1  have  always  believed,  ren- 
dered it  necessarv  to  keep  one  of  about  this  sise. 
Experience  in  the  war  with  Tripoli  has  shown 
that  for  these  purposes  it  was  not  only  necessary 
but  large  enough.  To  he  able  io  judge  whether 
the  Repqblican  Administratione  have  acted  wiselr 
in  not  enlarging  our  Naval  Establishment  to  suck 
a  size  as  would,  in  the  language  of  the  gentlemaft 
from  Connectieur,  have  enabled  us  to  hold  the 
balance  between  the  two  great  contending  Pow* 
ers  of  Europe,  we  should  not  forget  that  the  best 
interests  of  our  country  required  that  its  rnlers 
should  so  shape  their  measures  as,  if  possible,  to 
keep  us  at  peace  with  all  the  world,  particularly 
with  these  great  and  powerful  nations.  All  ex- 
perience proves  that  this  was  not  to  be  effected 
with  Great  Britain  by  making  additions  to  our 
Naval  Establishment,  calculated  to  excite  her 
jealousy.  This,  therefore,  has  been  avoided ;  and 
a  strict  and  impartial  neutrality  observed  towards 
both  the  belligerents.  The  rapidity  with  which 
the  nation  advanced  to  wealth,  under  such  a  course 
of  measures,  and  the  length  of  time  we  were  per- 
mitted to  reap  ^he  rich  harvest  of  our  neutrality 
without  molesiatioq,  furnish  the  fullest  evidenee 
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of  tb«ir  wisdom.  Uofortaoately  fot  us,  however, 
our  naliooal  and  comiueraial  prosperity  have  at 
length  excited  that  jealousy,  which  aa  attempt 
to  create  a  formidable  uaVy  wuuld  ioug  since 
have  done,  and  our  wretched  divisions  among 
ourselves  have  emboldened  Great  Britain  to  at- 
tempt to  check  themj  by  a  course  of  oppression 
and  vexatious  restrictions,  which  no.t  even  one  of 
her  cplonies  would  submit  to  if  they  had  it  in 
their  power  to  resist,  aad  which  if  we  submit  to 
reduce  us  once  more  to  the  degraded  state  of  her 
colonies.  Having  exhausted  the  patience  of  all 
parties  in  fruitless  attempts  to  bring  her  to  a 
sense  of  justice  by  remonstrance,  we  seem  at  length 
determined  to  assert  our  rights  by  war.  The 
troops  necessary  to  carry  on  that  war  with  vigor 
have  been  authorized  to  be  raised  by  a  vast  ma- 
jority of  this  House.  The  question,  when  that 
measure  was  under  consideration,  was  not  whe- 
ther large  standing  armies  ought  to  be  raised  and 
kept  up)  but  whether  the  war  into  which  we  are 
ahout  to  enter  could  be  carried  on  prosperously 
without  such  an  army.  The  bill  now  under  con- 
sideration proposes  an  increase  of  our  Naval  Es- 
tablishment, and  the  question  ought  not  to  be  de- 
'Cided  by  theoretic  principles  of  the  policy  or  im- 
policy of  large  naval  establishments.  The  true 
question,  according  to  my  apprehension,  is,  will 
not  an  increase  of  our  Naval  Establishment  be- 
come necessary  in  the  course  of  the  war? .  For 
one,  I  aqi  fully  persuaded,  that  an  increase  will 
be  found  to  be  absolutely  necessary,  and  therefore, 
though  Opposed  to  this  section,  shall  use  my  best 
exertions  to  increase  it  in  a  way  which  1  deem 
more  advantageous. 

.  We  never  shall  be  permitted  by  Britain  to 
Taise  a  formidable  navy,  but  in  a  time  of  war. 
Of  our  ability  to.  do  it  even  during  war,  no  one 
acquainted  with  the  resources  of  the  country, 
with  the  number  and  character  of  our  seamen, 
can  for  a  moment  doubt.  By  evincing  a  deter* 
mined  resolution  to  bring  these,  rebources  into 
action,  at  a  time  when  almost  ^yety  other  Power 
of  the  world  is  making  similar  exertions,  we  shall 
do  more  towards  bringing  her  Government  to 
a  .sense  of  justice  towards  us,  and  rendering  an 
actual  declaration  of  war  unnecessary,  than  we 
should  do  by  raising,  arming  and  equipping  half 
a  million  of  men  to  march  against  her  neighbor- 
ing continental  colonies.  We  ask  for  nothing  but 
sheer  justice;  we  have  never  furnished  any  evi- 
dence of  a  disposition  to  rival  her  power  on  the 
ocean.  Will  she  then  run  the  ri^k  of  adding  one 
hundred  and  .twenty  thousand  hardy  enterprising 
seamen  to  the  list  of  her  enemies,  these  too  in  the 
oeighborhood  of  her  richest  colonies,  and  in  view 
of  her  most  valuable  commerce,  rather  than  do  us 
justice,  and  permit  us  to  go  in  our  own  pursuits 
of  peaceful  industry?  .  Unquestionably  she  will 
oot,  unless  she  hopes  to  be  able  by  her  blockading 
squadrons  to  keep  them  penned  in  our  ports,  as 
she  has  done  those  of  her  European  enemies,  till 
from  the  want  of  employment  they  shall  lose 
their  skill  and  enterprise.  If  this  be  her  object, 
and  I  verily  believe  it  is,  I  for  one  am  resolved  to 
defeat  her  i&leatioos. 


My  reasons  for  being  opposed  to  this  seciii^ 
and  for  preferring  four  seventy-fours,  to  tbets 
frigates  which  it  proposes  to  build,  I  have alrea^r 
assigned,  and  will  not  weary  the  patience  of  tk< 
Committee  with  repeating.  But  I  hope  they  vil 
pardon  me  for  not  taking  my  seat  till  1  bareei- 
pressed  the  gratification  i  feel  at  discovering, ibiL 
by  a  section  of  this  bill,  our  eunboats  are  pr^ 
posed  to  be  attached  ro  our  land  fortifieiii%>. 
As  a  part  of  our  naval  force,  I  hare  never  es:* 
sidered  them  worth  retain iog,  but  as  aa  eofiBe 
for  the  protection  of  our  ports  and  harbors,  sussa 
and  bays,  for  wielding  against  the  predaiory  u 
along  our  coasts  the  heaviest  species  of  artilhq. 
I  have  believed  them  to  be  invaluable.  Ai! 
much  as  the  Administration  has  been  abused  f^r 
building  so  many  of  them,  by  those  wboslvip 
remember  to  forget  that  they  were  ordered  tc^ 
built  at  the  moment  we  were  believed  to  beci 
the  very  eve  of  war«  in  coasequeoce  of  the  sua^ 
upon  the  Chesapeake;  I  will  veoture  to  -p- 
nounce  that,  go  to  war  whea  we  may  with  Bruui 
it  will  be  found  that  We  have  not  near  as  mas 
as  we  shall  need.  Our  whole  coast,  sounds,  Up 
and  rivers,  abound  with  men  who  know  tte^t 
how  to  manage  such  vessels  than  the  best  wk 
of-w^r's  man.  Attached  to  our  fortifieatiooi  u 
our  ports  and  harbors,  I  have  strong  hopes  i:i: 
ways,  will  be  devised  to  man  and  fight  theui,cr; 
great  part  of  them,  with  equal  effvct  and  oo  tenu 
more  economical  than  has  been  possible  w&i^ 
mjinoing  them  with  seamea  equally  suitable fiir 
our  frigates  as  for  gunboats. 


TnuBSDAT,  January  23. 

A  message  from  ihe  Senate  informed  the  Hoss 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  "  toempowe 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  decide  oa  i:>! 
case  of  thet  ship  Eliza  Ann,  belonging  to  Ezeii«^ 
flubbell,''  with  amendments,  in  which  tbeTd^ 
sire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 
■  Oo  motion  of  Mr.  dnincr,  the  bill  and  ameQ^- 
ments  were  committed  to  the  Coiamittee  of  Cos* 
merce  and  Maauiactures. 

Mr.  Macon  laid  before  the  House  an  act  oftk^ 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  North  Caroliaa,  rati- 
fying and  confirming  an  amendment  proposed  bj 
Congress  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Sutes 
relative  to  titles  of  nobility  or  honor,  present^ 
pensions,  offices,  or  emolumeata,  from  any  fot^ 
rower. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pom dbxter,  the  Commitie' 
of  Commerce  and  Manufactures  were  discharged 
from  the  several  petitions  referred  to  themat  i&€ 
present  session,  concerning  the  Natchez  hospital; 
and  they  were  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

Nfessrs.  Poinobxtbr,  Mitch  ill,  Setsebt. 
Ormsbv,  and  Gbdndt,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  bad  understood  that  ^ 
was  contemplated,  in  case  the  whole  of  the  pres- 
ent Navy  shall  be  ordered  to  be  equipped  ao^ 
commissioned,  to  be  necessary  to  appoint  addi- 
tional officers.  In  order,  if  such  a  proposiiio: 
shall  be  made,  to  be  able  to  meet  it,  he  wished  ^ 
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(DOW  what  is  the  number  at  present  employed. 
P'or  this  purpose  he  proposed  tne  folio wiog  resb- 
ulion,  which  was  agreed  to: 
Resohedi  That  tho  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  di- 
eeted  to  lay  before  thia  House  a  statement  of  the 
limes,  rank,  pay,  and  rations,  of  the  oommissioned 
&een  and  midshipmen  belonging  to  the  Navy  of  the 
Jnitod  States. 


STATEMENT  OF  EXPORTS. 

The  Sl^EAKSR  laid'  before  the  House  a  letter 
rora  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
I  statement  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
sported  from  the  United  States  during  one  year 
ifior  to  the  first  day  of  October,  Mil. 

The  letter  is  as  follows^ 

TasAsuET  Dbpaetxxkt,  January  SI,  1813.- 

8ia :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  state- 
aent  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  exported  from 
he  United  States,  during  one  year,  prior  to  the  first 
kj  of  October,  1811,  and  amounting  to  1161,816,888. 
[lie  goodB,  wares,  and  merchandise  of 

domeitic  growth  ot  manuiactore,  in- 

daded  in  this  statement,  are  estimated 

It--        -        -        -        -        • 

bd  those  of  foreign  growtk'or  mann- 

&ctar8,  at         ..... 


#45,294,043 


16,022,790 
61,316,833 


The  articles  of  domestic  growth  or  manulkctare  may 
c  trranged  under  the  following  headsy  m: 
'rodoce  of  the  sea       -        -        *        •      $1/113,000 
Wure  of  the  foreet   -        -        -        "■       5,286,000 
^Bce  of  i^culture  ...      35,556,000 

fantt&ctures       .....        2^376,000 
jocertain    -        ...        .        .  663,000 


45,294,000 


bdthey  were  exported  to  the  following  countrios,  via : 

To  tbe  dominiona  of  Russia,  Prussia, 
Sweden,  and  Denmark     -        •>. 

To  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain 

To  the  dominions  of  Spain  and  Portugal 

To  the  dominions  of  France  and  Italy  • 

"o  all  other  countries,  or  not  distin- 
guished   ...... 


$2,055,833 

20,308,211 

18,266,466 

1,104,276 


The  goods^  wares,  and    merchandise 
rowth  or  manufacture,  were  exported  lo 
3g  countries,  viz : 
0  the  dominions  of  Russia,  Prussia, 

Sweden,  and  Denmark      -        -        . 
0  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain 
10  ihe  dominions  of  Spain  and  Portugal 
^0  the  dominions  of  France  and  Italy  • 
"^  til  other  countries,  or  not  distin- 

goished    ...... 


2,469,258 
45,294,048 


of  foreign 
the  foUow- 


5,840,ll7 
1,573,344 
5,772,572 
1,712,537 

1,624,220 

■■    III 

16,022,790 


1  hive  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

^  ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

The  Hon.  Spbakss  of  the  House  cf  Repe. 

I2lh  Cow.  Isl  Sess.— 30 


NAVAL  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  House  again  resolved  into  a  Committee- of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  concerning  ■  the  Navy; 
when,  after  some  debate,  the  question  was  (aken 
on  filling  the  blank  for  the  number  of  additional 
frigates  proposed  to  be  built,  with  the  number 
**  ten.^'  which  was  negatived  by  a  large  majority* 

Mr.  Wriqbt  then  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with 
*'  six."  This  motion  was  negatived — thirty  votes 
only  being  in  favor  of  it. 

The  question  was  next  successively  taken  on 
fiilingr  the  blank  with  "five,"  ''four,"  and  <<  three," 
and  negatived — 52  to  43.  51  to  44,'and  49  to  45. 

Mr.  Rhea  said,  as  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Wright) 
had  informed  the  Committee  he  bad  spoken  for 
his  own  ffratification,  Mr.  R.  hoped  he  might  be 
allowed  also  to  gratify  himself.  Aod  he  would  tell 
that  gentleman  that  he  was  not  gratified  to  hear 
i[eflections  cast  upon  this  House,  as  not  disposed 
to  protect  commerce.  For  what  is  the  war  ia 
which  we  are  about  to  engaged  Is  it  not  a  war 
arising  altogether  from  commercial  difficulties? 
But  because  a  majority  cannot  be  gotten  to  con- 
sent to  build  Dew  frigates  of  unseasoned  timber, 
they  are  to  be  charged  with  beioff  unwilling  to 
protect  commerce,  though  they  have  expended 
millions  of  dollars  in  our  present  Navy,  in  eun* 
boat^j  fortifications,  d^.  and  are,  at  length,  about 
to  go  to  war  for  commerce ! 

It  had  always  been  ,his  wish,  Mr.  R.  said,  to  see 
established  the  principle,  that  free  ships  should 
make  free  goods.  But  why  build  more  frigates? 
If  a-  seventy-four  gun  ship  were  to  come  on  the 
coast,  the  frigates  would  have  to  shelter  them* 
selves  from  it  under  the  batteries.  Let  gentlemen 
come  forward  and  build  a  ship  of  130  or  150  guns, 
which  would  bear  down  anything  which  could 
be  brought  a^ain^t  us,  and  he  would  $upport  it ; 
but  he  was  tired  of  building  frigat^,  they  were 
little  better  than  gunboats. 

Mr.  R.  understood  that  France  bad  it  now  iq 
her  power  to  send  one  hundred  vessels  of  war  to 
sea ;  but  she  could  not  get  them  out  of  her  ports 
for  the  superiority  of  the  Britisii  navy;  and  yet 
shall  we  talk  of  building  a  navy  sufficient  to  meet 
the  British  ?  It  was  his  opinion,  that  the  best 
way  of  protecting  our  commerce  was  to  get  pos- 
session of  the  British  Provinces  and  keep  them. 
But  gentlemen  say,  that  without  a  navy  we  shall 
never  be  able  to  make  peace  vvitb  England}  why, 
then,  said  he,  we  will  fight  them  to  eternity.  And 
he  hoped  gentlemen  who  are  so  very  anxious  for 
a  navy,  would  permit  him,  and  others,  who  do 
not  thmk  it  either  necessary  or  expedient,  to  en* 
joy  their  own  opinions  without  censure. 

But  how  would  this  navy  obtain  peace  for  us  ? 
Had  the  navy  of  Denmark  availed  them  anything? 
The  destruction  of  that  pavy  ought  to  caution  us 
how  we  build  our  ships  for  England  to  take  or 
destroy.  Mr.  R.  never  expected  to  have  heard 
the  raggamuffin  Government  of  St.  Domingo  com- 
pared with  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
[Mr.  Calhoun  denied  having  made  any  com- 
paritson  betweeci  the  two  Governments^ 

Mr.  Rhea  was  glad  he  had  mistakai  the  gen* 
tlemaa  in  this  respect.    As  to' how  we  should 
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make  peape  with  Great  Britain,  at  a  future  day, 
he  would  not  now  trouble  himself  about  that;  he 
found  enough  to  do  now  to  prepare  for  making 
the  war  efiectiFe;  when  the  time  came  for  mak- 
ing ^ace,  it  would  be  time  enough  to  think 
about  it. 

Mr.  Bassett,  after  some  prefacor|r  remarks,  in 
which  he  spoke  of  his  exposed  situation  to  attacks 
from  any  naval  force  which  might  lie  on  our  coast, 
asked  the  gentleman  who  moved  to  fill  the  blank 
with  itoo^  to  withdiraw  it,  and  he  would  then  move 
to  strike  out  that  part  of  the  section' which  relates 
to  building  frigates,  in  order  to  insert  a  provision 
for  building  four  sevenly^foyr  gun  ships.  This 
was  dohe. 

Mr.  Smilie  said,  that  he  was  concerned  for  the 
exposed  situation  of  his  friend  from  Virginia, 
though  he  hoped  he  had  iriagnified  the  danger. 
That  gentleman  well  knows,  however,  that  the 
national  interest  ought  to  be  the  first  object  of 
consideration.  As  far  as  it  is  in  the  power  of  the 
nation  to  extend  its  protection  to  individuals,  con- 
sistent with  the  public  interest,  it  will  do  so.  But 
he  diflfered  so  entirely  in  opinion  with  the  gentle- 
man on  this  subiect,  that  what  he  would  consider 
as  a  protection,  he  considered  no  security  at  alL 
He  knew  that  persons  in  some  situations  are  more 
exposed  than  others.  He  had  himselfjonce  lived 
on  the  Indian  frontier ;  yet  at  that  time  he  was 
satisfied  to  bear  the  injuries  to  which  he  was  ex- 
posed, rather  than  draw  to  that  part  of  the  coun- 
try such  a  part  of  the  public  force  as  might  have 
exposed  the  whole  country  to  danger.  He  had 
no  doubt  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  would  act 
in  the  same  way. 

What  protection  could  the  gentleman  expect 
from  four  seventy-iburs  and  ten  frigates?  Cer- 
tainly none.  Though  the  gentleman  fromi  South 
Carolina  still  retains  the  notion  of  iheir  being 
able  to  contend  with  a  British  force — a  force 
of  a  thousand  ships,  and  without  an  enemy  on 
that  elemept.  And  can  it  be  supposed,  that  now, 
on  the  eve  of  a  war,  we  can  build  ships  to  assist 
us  in  this  contest  ?  It  cannot  be  done.  He  had 
declared  himself  opposed  to  a  Naval  Establishment 
for  this  country ;  but  if  he  were  ever  so  warm  a 
friend  to  it,  ana  it  was  the  determination  of  Con- 
gress to  build  a  navy,  it  must  necessarily  bie  the 
work  of  many  years  of  peace. 

^  Much  had  been  said  about  the  value  of  com- 
merce; and  that  no  nation  was  ever  great  or 
wealthy  without  it.  Commerce,  it  is  true,  has  a 
tendency  to  introduce  wealth  and  luxury  into  the 
country, and  to  improve  the  manners  of  a  people; 
but  has  never  been  favorable  to  morals — on  the 
contrary,  he  believed  it  was  destructive  to  correct 
morals.  Weousht  not,  therefore,  to  make  sacrifices 
for  it  that  would  ruin  the  country ;  for  no  com- 
merce that  we  ever  had  or  shall  have,  would  sup- 
port the  expense  of  a  navy.  To  make  compari- 
sons between  the  situation  of  this  country  and 
Great  Britain  is  ridiculous.  There  are  two  strong 
reasons  for  a  fleet  there,  which  do  not  exist  here. 
From  her  insular  situation,  a  navy  is  her  bulwark 
and  wall  of  defence ;  apd  it  is  necessary  for  keep- 


ing op  her  commerce  and  commuBicatien  witi 
her  foreign  colonies. 

A  great  objection  to  navies  is,  that  whererp 
they  exist  they  are  sure  to  produce  a  heavj  vt 
tional  debt,  which  is  even  more  dangeroos  to  ii> 
erty,  than  either  fleets  or  armies. 

The  motion  was  negatived,  54  to  39. 

Mr.  Cheves  moved  to  fill  up  the  blanks  io  ^ 
section  providing  for  the  purchase  of  timber  ie 
other  imperishable,  materials  for  ship  baildief. 
with  the  sum  of  '*  two  hundred  thousand  dotUp 
annually  for  three  years,  viz :  the  years  1812,  ISiJ 
and  1814." 

Mr.  R  as  A.  considered  this  section  as  akisdflf 
pledge  that  we  will  hereafter  go  on  with  thisoan. 
For -nimself,  he  did  not  wish  to  enter  iatoaif 
such  engagement,  and  should  therefore  mons 
strike  out  the  section. 

Mr.  BtJ  a  WELL  submitted  to  the  gentleman  fix 
Tennessee  whether  he  might  not  obtain  his  odjs;: 
in  a  difierent  way,  without  striking  out  tbc  sec- 
tion, by  moving  to  strike  out  that  part  of  ik 
amendment  which  extends  the  appropriaiioa  ^ 
yond  the  present  year,  and  leave  a  soccessiTeCws^ 
gress  to  appropriate  money  for  this  object,  or  ^i 
as  they  may  judge  proper^  ile  was  desrlj «' 
Opinion  that  if  we  engage  in  a  commercial  wv 
Some  portion  of  our  strength  ought  to  appears 
vessels  of  war;  but \ not  to  such  an  exteoiast: 
embarrass  the  country  by  large  appropriatiomk: 
this  object.  He  should,  therefore,  vote  agiiB^ 
striking  out  this  section;  but  he  did  not  am 
by  this  vote,  to  pledge  himself  to  favor,  at  m 
time,  the  establishment  of  a  large  navy.  Fromiy 
nature  of  our  Government,  some  degree  of  aifi 
force  appears  to  be  necessary ;  but  bow  far  k^ 
proper  to  burden  the  country  at  this  time,  it  bt- 
eomes  a  matter  of  consideration.  Mr.  6.  sav  ^ 
danger  to  be  apprehended  of  our  getting  soc^i 
navy  as  would  lead  us  to  make  conquests;  asc 
never  could  become  such  ivitbout  the  Gosseoi^ 
the  people;  and- the  expense  attending  soeb a 
establishment  would  always  prerent  its  growio; 
too  rapidly.  If  we  were  to  oe  engaged  in  vtr 
with  England,  Mr.  B.  thought  it  would  oot  bt 
well  to  go  to  building  ships  so  large  as  sereotf- 
fours,  which  would  reouire  each  a  thoosaiid  nes 
to  man  them ;  it  woulu  be  more  serviceaUe  to  dJ- 
vide  the  force  into  sokaller  vessels^  wfaieh  woaii 
have  a  greater  effect  on  our  enemy,  aod  expo* 
us  to  less  risk  in  losing  our  men.  Mr.  £.  apw* 
ogixed  for  having  said  more  than  he  intendeii. 

Mr.  Rbba  thanked  the  gentleman  for  his  ad- 
vice ;  but  gave  reasons  why  he  preferred  hisov£ 
motion  to  the  one  which  he  recommended. 

The  motion  for  striking  out  the  section  wu 
negatived,  there  being  only  27  votes  for  it. 

Mr.  BuawfiLL  asked  for  a  division  of  theqao' 
tion,  by  first  taking  the  sense  of  the  Commitiff 
upon  the  a  mountofthe  appropriation.  If  carried 
it  could  afterwards  be  decided  whether  it  shooU 
foe  made  for  one,  or  three  years.  ^ 

The  first  question  being  carried  and  tbesecoBi. 
put — 

Mr.  Smil;b  objected  to  making  the  appropria- 
tion for  more  than  one  year.    It  was  wroof^ 
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iuppose  that  ail  wisdom  rested  with  them.  Ano- 
her  Congress  would  be  as  capable  of  judging  of 
he  propriety  of  making  the  appropriation  as  the 
[)reseDt.    He  hoped  it  woald  be  leit  tt>  them. 

Mr.  Cheyes  observed,  that  if  the  appropriation 
irere  to  be  limited  to  one  year,  it  would,  in  a  great 
iegree,  defeat  the  object  m  view.  The  commit- 
ee  had  propoMd  the  appropriation  in  this  way, 
«ther  tnao  to  call  for  $600,000  at  once ;  as  it 
roold  enable  the  Department  to  make  the  neces* 
arjr  contracts  witboot  reqoiring  the  money  to  be 
mmediately  appropriated. 

The  question  on  making  tbe  appropriation  for 
hree  years  was  carried;  there  being  61  ytfes 
or  It 

Tbe  next  section  relates  to  a  dock  yard%  The 
committee  rose,,  without  taking  a  question  upon 
t.  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

Fbidat,  January  24. 

Mr.  Gholson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
(resented  a  }M  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan  WiU 
lams,  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
I  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
iDd  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  committed  the 
h11  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
lecide  on  the  case  of  the  Eliza  Aon,  with  the 
imendments  from  the  Senate,  reported  the  bill, 
lod  recommended  the  adoption  of  the  Senate's 
imendmeots.  The  Hou»>e  went  into  a  commit- 
ee  on  this  bill ;  and  having  agreed  to  it,  and  re- 
K)rted  their  agreement  to  tne  House,  the  House 
ook  up  the  bill  and  agreed  to  it  as  amended, 
fhe  title  of  the  bill  ia  amended  by  addins  the 
vords.  "and  the  case  of  the  ship  Mary  and  Fran- 
tis,  belonging  to  Nathaniel  Goddard." 

NAVAL  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  House  ae^ain  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
nittee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  concerning  the 
^aval  Establishment. 

Mr.  Gold. — I  have  hitherto,  Mr.  Chairman,  re- 
mained silent  during  tbe^  interesting  discur^sion  of 
he  bill  on  yoor  table.  I  should  not  now  rise,  tf-^ 
er  the  able  and  eloquent  arguments  I  have  wit- 
lessed,  was  it  not  for  the  peculiar  situation  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  her  commercial  characte;r, 
md  exposed  situation.  The  discussion,  sir,  has 
nvolved  the  great  national  [policy  ofanavy,than 
irhich  a  more  important  subject  could  not  be  pre- 
ented  to  any  Government,  and  especially  to  that 
)f  the  United  Stated. 

When  gentlemen  urge  against  thebill  tbe  sickly 
ind  deficient  state  of  the  Treasury,  I  am  not 
Doved ;  but,  sir,  when  it  is  said  that  the  time  has 
lot  come,  and  probably  never  will,  for  providing 
I  Naval  Establishment ;  when  the  policv  of  a  navy 
inder  any  circumstances  is  questioned,  I  cannot 
lissemble;  I  feel  concern  ;  I  am  alarmed  for  the 
nterestsof  the  commercial  States  in  the  Union. 
[  know  full  well,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  inauspicious 
MTCumstances,  under  which  I  address  many  gen- 
leraen  of  the  Committee,  with  whom  strong  pre- 
>ossession9  against  a  navy  have  long  prevailed. 
But  11  is  due  to  this  great  question,  that  the  ground 


of  former  opinions  should  be  reviewed,  and  the 
intrinsic  merits  of  the  question  subjected  to  the 
te^t  of  sober  reason,  uninfluenced  by  pre-judgment 
or  former  impressions. 

Has  the  Constitution)  of  the  Ubited  States  left 
tbe  question  open,  for  Congress  to  adopt  or  reject 
the  policv  of  a  navy,  or  was  it  settled  bv  the 
framers  or  the  Constitution,  and  a  moral  obliga- 
tion created  Upon  Congress  to  provide  a  navy  as 
soon  as  the  resources  of  the  United  States  will 
permit  ? '  * 

Gentlemen  wiK  bear  in  mind,  in  considering 
this  question,  that  oors  ts  not  a  Government  of 
at»olute  sovereignty  and  general  jurisdiction,  but 
limited  as  to  its  objects  and  powers ;  that  the  ne* 
cessity  of  national  legislation  on 'certain  subjecta 

gfodoced  it,  and  tbe  delegation  of  power  by  tbe 
itates  was  guided  solely  by  that  necessity.  If 
the  exercise  of  a  power  was  necessary  to  the  Oka- 
eral  Government  it  was  given;  if  not  necessary, 
it  was  retained  by  the  States,  is  not  thia,  sir,  the 
fair  and  just  princtpie  that  governed  the  Con- 
vention in  the  delegation  of  power  to  the  General 
Goveri>meat  1^  U  to^  then,  sir,  I  do- confidently 
insist,  that  the  policy  of  a  navy  is  decid«d  by  the 
Constitution — that  the  Convention  in  giving  to 
this  Government  the  "  power  to  provide  and  main* 
tain  a  navy,''  did  decide  that  power  to  be  necessary, 
and  intend  it  should  be  exercised  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  commerce  and  defence  of  the  United 
States.  What,  sir!  was  the  power  to  provide  a 
navy  taken  from  tbe  States  as  a  deadly  poison, 
to  be  here  destroyed  ;  or,  like  edged  tools,  wrested 
from  the  hand3  of  children,  to  be  laid  up  here  out 
of  harm's  way  1  Is  this  power  so  vested  in  Con- 
gress to  be  preserved  like  the  consecrated  gold  ia 
the  temple,  to  be  seen  only  by  the  high  priest^  but 
touched  by  no  mortal  ?  Is  it  to  remain  here  dor- 
mant, never  to  be  called  into  action  1 

What  adds  greatly  to  my  construction  is,  that 
this  power  is  not  only  ^iven  to  the  United  States 
but  taken  awav  or  denied  to  the  States;  it  never 
can  be  believed,  that  the  commercial  States  would 
have  surrendered  dp  this  appropriate  power  of 
protection  by  a  navy,  together  with  a  rich  impost 
revenue,  except  upon  the  fullest  confidence  and 
clear  conviction  that  the  Constitution  imposed  on 
Congress  the  obligation  to  furnish  to  commerce 
naviu  protection. 

At  tbe  period  of  the  Constitution,  commerce 
was  important  to  the  United  States;  it  may  be 
considered  among  the  great  objects  of  the  Consti- 
tution; but  every  revolving  year  down  to  this  day 
has  ikiereased  that  importance  in  unfolding  new 
and  extensive  commercial  bienefits ;  so  important 
have  the  interests  of  commerce  become  at  this 
time,  that  the  present  war,  which  has  spread  over 
the  most  of  the  European  theatre,  may  be  con- 
sidered a  war  of  commerce.  Can  any  man,  in 
bis  sober  senses,  believe  that  the  commercial  por- 
tions of  the  Union  will  consent  to  abandon  this 
treasure  1 

It  is  said  "  the  time  has  not  come  for  a  navy.'' 
What  further  dangers,  what  new  scenes  of  trial 
are  now  reserved  for  suffering  humanitv  ?  Have 
we  not  seen  in  our  days  an  epitome  oi^  centuries 
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for  all  cbat  is  great  and  audacious  in  human  power, 
ior  all  that  is  flagitious  in  its  abuse  ?  Have 
we  not  seen  nations  crushed  like  xhe  poor  beetle 
beneath  the  giant  tread  of  this  modem  Attila  of 
France  1  Neutral  rights!  they  are  known  only 
ID  their  violation,  if  the  time  has  not  yet  come 
for  preparation,  it  may  be  justly  said  that  it  never 
will  come. 

But  it  is  objected,  that  *  our  efforts  would  be 
nugatory,"  as  we  cannot  meet  that  Power,  which 
has  obtained  superiority  on  the  ocean,  ship  to  ship 
and  man  to  man.  What,  sir,  is  the  tendency  of 
this  objection  ?  What  the  consequence  of  this 
logic,  but  to  disarm  and  expose  naked  all  the  tpi- 
nor  or  secondary  Powers  of  the  world  T  To  in- 
vite them  to  retreat  altogether  from  the  ocean,  or 
yield  themselves  up  as  unresisting  victims  to  in- 
justice and  rapine  i  Consequences  which  no  en- 
lightened man  can  fail  to  see ;  no  virtuous  man 
but  to  deplore;  no  brave  man  without  an  impulse 
to  draw  his  sword. 

When  the  Athenian  State  had  obtained  a  decided 
superiority  at  sea,  among  the  Grecian  States,  as 
well  in  the  number  of  her  ships  as  in  the  skill  of 
her  seamen,  the  minor  powers  of  the  Peloponnesus, 
instead  of  yielding  themselves  up  to  despair,  to 
such  counsels  as  are  now  urged  upon  us,  united 
their  little  fl^ts  and  boldly  advanced  to  the  con- 
flict on  the  ocean;  they  nobly  persevered  till 
Athens  was  hutnbled  in  the  dust.  To  draw  nearer 
to  our  own  times,  let  gentlemen  turn  their  eyes 
to  Europe,  and  there  behold  the  Government  of 
France,  after  a  series  of  defeats  and  disasters  at 
sea,  ending  in  almost  annihilation  of  their  fleet, 
yet  persevering  in  the  unshaken  policy  of  a  navy, 
and  firmly  resolving  to  restore  it  on  the  ocean. 
Is  the  £mporer  of  France  also  blind  to  policy,  to 
the  true  instruments  of  his  power  ?  He  has  given 
too  many  fatal  proofs  of  his  skill  for  us  not  to  ac- 
knowledge, that  no  man  living  better  compre- 
hends the  means  necessary  to  compass  his  ends. 
Shall  the  United  States,  with  a  situation  so  much 
more  advantageous,  with  seamen  so  much  supe- 
rior, abandon  the  ocean,  and  give  in  to  this  blind 
and  ruinous  policy  ? 

The  opinion  of  the  late  President  Jefi*er5on  has 
been  read  from  his  Notes  on  Virginia;  an  opinion 
formed  in  his  closet,  at  an  auspicious  period,  be- 
fore he  plunged  into  that  scene  of  party  turmoil 
and  contusion  that  followed. 

I  now  present  you  the  official  eommUDication 
of  President  Washington,  on  the  subject  of  a 
navy,  from  his  speech  at  the  commencement  of 
the  session  of  the  fourth  Congress : 

**  To  an  active  external  commerce*  the  protection  of 
a  naval  force  is  indispensable.  This  is  manifest  with 
ngard  to  wars  in  which  a  State  is  itself  a  party.  But, 
bMides  this,  it  is  in  out  own  experience,  that  the  aiost 
sincere  neutrality  is  not  a  sufficient  guard  against  the 
depredations  of  nations  at  war.  To  secure  respect  to  a 
neutral  flag  requires  a  naval  force,  organized  and  ready  to 
vindicate  it  from  insult  or  aggression.  This  may  even 
prevent  the  necessity  of  going  to  war,  by  discouraging 
Miigerent  Powers  from  committing  such  violations  of 
the  rights  of  a  neutral  portv,  as  may,  first  or  last,  leave  i 
no  other  option.    From  the  best  information  I  have  I 


been  able  to  obtain,  it  would  seem  ss  if  om  tn(i«  totk 
Mediterranean,  without  a  protecting  ibrce,  will  tlviri 
be  insecure,  and  our  dtixcns  exposed  to  the  csltmitki 
from  which  numbers  of  them  have  but  just  been  rdiered 
**  These  considerations  invite  the  United  Btita  t: 
look  to  the  means  and  to  set  abontthegradoslcmiM 
of  a  navy.  The  increasing  progress  of  their  navigitipi 
promises  them,  at  no  distant  period,  the  nqnifitti^ 
ply  of  seamen ;  and  their  means,  in  other  rcspos 
favor  the  undertaking.  It  Is  sn  eneonragemeot  )jk» 
wise,  that  their  partacsUr  situatioa  will  give  wogi 
and  influence  to  a  moderate  naval  Aires  in  their  bak 
Will  it  not  then  be  advisable  to  begin  without  deiij 
to  provide  and  lay  up  the  msterials  for  httildisg  id 
equipping  ships  of  war,  and  to  proceed  in  thatwoan 
degrees^  in^propoition  as  our  resources  shall  reade: 
practicable  without  inconvenience ;  so  thst  a  fctn 
war  of  Europe  may  not  find  our  commerce  in  the»ii' 
unprotected  state,  in  which  it  was  found  by  the  preaoit 

This  great  and  good  man,  who  knew  bor  u 
preserve  what  he  had  so  gallantly  contnbotetl  vi 
acquire,  could  not  retire  from  the  couociUofL: 
country,  without  a  parting  lesson  on  this  iotere:' 
ing  subject,  which  he  has  thus  phtced  on  rcop; 
for  the  benefit  of  his  countrymen. 

It  is  much  to  be  lamented,  that  advice  froD': 
high,  so  pure  and  unsuspicious  a  source,  sbot: 
have  lost  its  influence  on  those  who  wield  ti: 
destinies  of  the  country.  This  enlightened  sutf^ 
man  had  Aot  formed  that  strange  optnioo,  ih:. 
we  could  not  equal  the  greatest  rower  oo  :»| 
ocean,  therefore  we  should  retire  and  yield  rct:^' 
least ;'  lo  become  a  prey  to  every  penj  hv'-\ 
that  coutd  send  a  corsair  to  sea.  i 

It  is  further  objected,  that  commerce  is  sfil 
worth  the  expense  of  protection.  At  prosperr>| 
periods,  the  annual  export  trade  of  the  VM 
States  may  be  estimated  at  seventy  niillioos  if 
dollars ;  an  average  of  the  last  nine  yean.eidrf' 
ing  the  present  year,  is  $72,469,000 ;  thisinclBla 
both  domestic  and  foreign  articles.  The  eip^ 
of  domestic  articles  only  for  the  year  eodiazi 
October  last  is  $45,000,000.  The  benefits  of ■ 
free  commerce  to  the  husbandman  are  ioealesiir 
ble  ;  a  favorable  market  for  his  surplus  pnK! 
a  reward  for  the  toils  of  the  field,  by  stimulaii 
industry,  greatly  increases  the  products  oi ' 
country,  and  adds  to  the  valuation  or  iowt 
wealth  of  the  State ;  the  augmented  tmoooi 
the  product  becomes  so  much  clear  proiii. 
though  particular  articles  have,  the  last  year,  fo 
a  favorable  iqarketj  yet  the  general  market  i^M 
the  country  languishes,  and  the  farmer  sict ' 
at  the  past,  and  sighs  for  the  return  of  the  te 
rich  and  joyous  tide  of  free  commerce.  iNo  ^ 
who  is  not  blind  to  the  best  interesu  ol  his  coo 
can  fail  to  see  the  importance  of  eoaimere&  a 
the  necessity  of  protecting  it. 

It  has  been  alleged,  that  the  balance  of  ti 
with  Great  Britain,  is  against  the  United  Sui 
I  know^  sir,  very  well  the  difficulties  atteod 
the  investigation  of  what  is  termed  the  '^baiac 
of  trade;"  bpt  there  are  palpable  errors  in i 
usual  calculations  on  this  subject.  Ao  ^^^ 
of  exports  is  made  at  ourcustom*housesbyaFK.' 

ation  of  the  article  when  shipped.   Notv  ij " 
obvious,  on  a  moment's  reflection,  that  iht  r**'^ 
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)f  the  export  to  qs  is  in  the  price  at  which  it  is  sold 
Q  Great  Britain ;  this  is  what  we  receive  from 
jreat  Britaiif,  and  it  frequently  exceeds  the  vat- 
lation  at  our  custom-house  twenty-five  or  thirty 
)er  cent.  The  great  error  lies  in  not  bringing 
nto  the  account  freight,  insurance,  dbc,  which  is 
he  fruit  of  American  industry ;  our  ships  are  from 
)ur  own. forests,  and  are  navigated  by  American 
lands.  On  imports,  freight  or  an  equivalent  per 
:entage  is.  I  understand,  added,  to  the  invoice,  or 
:ontract  price,  at  the  custom-house,  to  show  the 
imount  imported,  as  though  freight  was  always 
mid  to  a  British  ship  owner;  whereas  the  origi- 
lal  cost  of  the  article  imported  should  be  only  re- 
garded in  stating  the  account  of  imports.  My 
emarks  are  confined  to  trade  in  American  bot- 
oms.  The  fair  result  will,  I  am  persuaded,  prove^ 
hat  our  trade  with  Great  Britain  is  advantageous 
o  the  country,  having  a  due  regard,  at  all  times, 
IS  we  ought,  to  eheoK  the  importation  of  such 
irticles  as  our  own  manufactures  can  supply  On 
rood  ternls.  To  the  arts  of  peace  and  the  great 
nterests  of  free  governnoent,  cpmmerce  in  all 
iges  aad  states  has  proved  eniinently  favorable, 
lod  ho  this  view  comes  strongly  recommended  to 
he  freemen  of  the  United  States.  , 

It  is  further  alleged,  that  '*  the  country  does 
)ot  possess  the  pecuniary  resources  for  a  navy.*^ 
This  Government  has  received  from  commerce 
done,  in  duties,  the  enormous  sum  of  9191,291,- 
r34,  from  its  commenceihent,  including  the  Seo- 
'etary's  estimate  for  the  year  just  ended. '  A  Gov- 
irnment,  with  such  a  revenue,  cannot  be  without 
esources  in  credit  at  least.  For  this  liberal  con- 
ribution  of  commerce,  protection  is  justly  due. 
^.  reasonable  portion  of  the  above  amount  ought 
.0  be  considered  as  placed  in  a  strong  hot,  sacred 
:o  the  protection  of  the  commerce  of  the  country. 
[fit  has  been  withdrawn  for  any  other  purpose ;  it 
)ught  now,  in  this  day  of  peril  on.  the  sea,  to  be 
'estored.  To  refuse  this  protection,  is  to  do  in- 
iustice  to  the  interests  of  tne  country;  to  under- 
mine the  Federal  compact  and  sap  the  foundation 
)f  the  Union.  Standing  up  on  the  high  ground 
)f  the  Constitution,  the  commercial  States,  op- 
)res.sed  in  every  sea,  and  bleeding  at  every  pore, 
Hake  this  appeal  for  protection,  and,  I  trust,  it 
will  not  be  made  in  vain.  The  port  of  New  York 
ilone  has,  for  several  years,  contributed. thirty-two 
luodredths,  or  nearly  one  third,  of  the  whole  im- 
>ort  revenue  of  the  United  States;  this  sum, 
^bout  forty-five  millions  in  the  whole,  would  have 
tabled  that  State  alone  to  build  a  navy  greatly 
•xceediog  all  the  United  States  have  done  on  the 
subject.  You  ought  not  *^  to  muzzle  the  mouth 
>f  the  ox  that  treadeth  out  the  corn;"  you  ought 
aot  to  afford  to  any  State  cause  of  regret  for  hav- 
ing entered  the  league. 

Great  additions  to  the  Navy  at  this  time  are 
Dot  asked.  The  policy  of  the  Government,  in  re- 
lation to  commercial  protection,  should  be  dis- 
^ioctly  declared,  and  a  reasonable  portion  of  the 
public  revenue  appropriated  for  that  purpose. 
New  and  increasing  obstacles  are  thrown  in 
(be  way.  It  is  said  ".we  cannot  man  a  navy." 
Assertions  and  '^pzetexta  may  be  multiplied  with- 


out end.  Is  there  anything  more  dear  to  the 
heart  of  the  sailor^  than  the  sailor's  life?  the 
charm  continues  till  death.  Why  should  there 
be  mofe  difficulty  in  procuring  a  sailor  than 
a  soldier  ?  Wilt  not  the  same  bounties  avail  ? 
Washinqton.  in  recommending  a  navy,  did  not 
discover  this  obstacle.  **  Seamen  will  prefer  to 
engage  on  board  privateer  ships,"  it  is  said  ;  how 
can  this  be?  -Does  not  the  sailot-(in  public. ves- 
sels) receive  wages  in  addition  to  prize  money  ? 
No,  Mr.  Chairman;  such  suggestions,  such  imag- 
inary obstacles,  ingeniously  multipled  in  every 
staffe  of  the  debate,  at  every  step  in  our  progress, 
win  not,  they  ought  not  to  avail.  The  Consti- 
tution has  pledged  the  Grovernment  to  the  protec- 
tion of  commerce ;  the  best  interests  of  the  country 
require  it;  the  injustice  of  foreign  nations,  the  daily- 
violation  of  the  American- flag,  demand  it;  and 
Ihe  present  eventful  neriod,  so  big  with  danger, 
so  strongly  marked  for  a  subversion  of  all  that 
has  been  h^ld  sacred  in  the  laws  of  nations,  ad- 
monishes us  of  our  duty,  and  proclaims  aloud  that 
the  time  has  come,  when  the  Constitutional 
power  given  to  this  Government  to  provide  a 
navy,  should  be  effectually  exerted. 

The  blank  in  the  section  for  providing  a  dock- 
vard,  was  filled  with  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

Mr.  Rhea  moved  so  to  amend  the  bill  as  to  fix 
the  dock  yard  in  the  navy  yard  at  "V^asbingtoa 
Citjr ;  but  this  motion  was  negatived  by  a  large 
majority. 

,Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Cbeves,  the  words  ^*  central 
and,"  were  struck  out,  so  as  to  leave  the  site  of 
the  dock  yard  to  be  determined  by  the  Executive. 

The  Committee,  having  gone  threogh  the  bill, 
rose  and  reported  it  to  the  House  with  the  amend- 
ments. 7he  House  took  up  (be  bill,  and,  on  the. 
question  of  fillings  up  the  blank  for  repairing  the 
vessels  on  hand  with  '^four  handred  and  eighty 
thousand  dollars,"  it  was  carried — yeas  90,  nays 
23,  as  follows : 

Ybas— Willis  Alston,  jnn.,  William  Anderson,  Ste- 
venson Archer,  John  Baker,  David  Bard,  Borwell 
Bassett,  Abgah  Bigelow,  Wm.  Blackledge,  Harmanua 
Bleeckar,  James  Breckenridge,  Bl^ah  S^gham,  Wm. 
A.  Burwell,  William  Butler,  John  C.  Caihoon,  Epa- 
phroditus  Champion,  Langdon  Cheves,  Martin  Chit, 
tenden^  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Lewis  Gondii^ 
William  Crawford,  John  Davenport  junior,  Roger  Da- 
vis, John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor, 
Elias  Earle,  William  BJy,  James  Emott,  James  Fisk, 
Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  Ghokon,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Isaiah 
L.  Green,   Felix  Grand v,  John  A.   Harper,  Ayletl 
Hawea,  Jacob  Hufty,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard 
Japkson,  ion.,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent, 
William  K.  King,  Lyman  Law,  Peter  Little,  Robert 
Le  Roy  Livingston,  William  Jjowndea,  George  C. 
Maxwell,  Archibald  McBryde,  William  McCoy,  Alex- 
ander McKim,  James  Milnor,  Samliel  L.  Mitchill,  Jask 
Morgan,  Jeremiah    Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moselej^ 
Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newton,  Ste- 
phen Ormsby,  Joseph  Pearson^  Israel  Pickens,  Timo- 
thy Pitkin,  junior,  James  Pleasants,  junior,  Benjamin 
Pond,  Elisha  K.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  William  Reed» 
William  M.  Richardson,  Heniy.  M.  Ridgely,  John 
Rhea,  John  Roane,  JonaUian  Roberts^  Ebeneaer  Saga, 
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Tbomafl  BammoiBt,  John  Bmtr,  Adam  Seybert,  Dmn- 
id  Sbeflej,  John  SmUh,  Philip  Btoart,  Lewis  B.  Star- 
fe%  damnei  Taggart,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup, 
Charles  Tamer,  junior,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard 
l^hite,  Thomas  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert 
Wright 

Nats— William  Wv  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert 
Brown,  James  Cochran,  Meshack  FranMin,  Edwin 
Gray,  Boiling  Hall,  Abner  Lacock.  Aaron  Lyle,  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  Samuel  McKee,  Arunah  Metealf,  Wm. 
Piper,  William  Rodman,  Ebenexer  Seaver,  8amuel 
8haw,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  kichard  Stanford, 
William  Strong,  Robert  WhitehiU*  and  Band  M. 
Williams. 

The  question  was  next  put  upon'  agreeing  to 
the  report  of  the  Coinroittee  to  strike  out  the 
second  section  of  the  bill,  which  contemplated 
the  building  of  new  frigates;  when 

Mr.  Williams  rose  and  spoke  at  considerable 
length.  He  said  the  time  was  very  inattspieiou3 
for  commencing  an  undertaking  of  such  magni- 
tude as  the  building  a  nary,  which  could  be  of 
no  use  in  the  approaching  contest.  He  doubted 
the  policy  of  eneafing  in  the  business  at  all ;  for 
naTies,  he  said,  had  deceived  the  hopes  of  every 
country  ii^hich  had  relied  upon  them ;  that  we 
could  never  eipect  to  be  able  to  meet  Great  Britr 
ain  on  the  ocean ;  that  we  bad  fought  through 
the  Revolution  without  a  navy;  for  in  that  eon- 
test,  a  single  privateer  had  done  more  than  the 
few  ships  of  war  which  were  in  possession  of 
the  old  Congress;  that  except  we  are  able  to 
build  and  equip  a  navy  equal  to  meet  the  British 
at  sea.  we  were  better  without  one,  as  our  ships 
would  probably  fall  a  prey  to  their  superior  force; 
that  his  greatest  objection  against  a  navy  was, 
that  it  must  be  kept  up  in  time  of  peace  as  well 
as  in  war;  that  wnen  the  gentlemen  spoke  of  a 
navy  as  cheaper  than  an  army,  they  could  not 
mean  to  say  that  if  we  bad  a  navy  the  army 
could  be  dispensed  with— they  could  not,  for  in- 
aUnee.  take  possession  of  Canada  by  a  navv ; 
that  the  building  of  a  navy  would  burden  tne 
people  with  oppressive  taxes ;  that  such  an  estab- 
lishment would  serve  only  to  increase  Executive 
patronage;  that  with  respect  to  commerce,  the 
people  were  willing  to  give  it.  all  the  protection 
in  their  power,  but  they  could  not  provide  a  navy 
for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Chbves  spoke  at  some  length  in  reply  to 
Mr.  W1LLUH8. 

After  a  few  words  of  rejoinder  by  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, the  House  adjourned. ' 

Satuboat,  January  25.  ^ 

Mr.  BuRWBLL  moved  that  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  in  conformity  to  a  resolution 
which  he,  some  time  ago^  presented  to  the  House, 
in  relation  to  Indian  affairs,  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee. — Agreed  to. 

Mr.  David  R.  Williamb  gave  notice  that  he 
ahould,  the  first  opportunity  which  he  could  get, 
call  up  the  bill  for  classifying  and  arming  the 
militia  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Jbmningb  called  up  for  consideration  a  res- 
olution, which  he  had  laid  upon  the  table  some 


time  ago,  calling  upon  the  President  of  tlic  Uu* 
ted  States  for  information  respecting  hdai 
agents  in  the  Indiana  and  Illinois  Tcrritorici 
touching  certain  treaties  and  purchases  of  la&& 
Arreed  to. 

Mr.  CoMDiT  said,  that  by  a  report  of  the  Omy 
troller  of  the  Treasury,  made  on  the  8th  of  X» 
vember  last,  there  appeared  to  be  a  lar^  ancoa 
of  public  money  due  from  public  officers.  Hi 
thought  some  efficient  measures  ought  to  be  tile 
to  obtain  payment  of  these  arrears.  He,  tbeN> 
fore,  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Reaohtdy  That  the  Committee  of  Wsys  and  Mas 
be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  csuses  oi  the  so^ 
sion  of  payment  and  losses  which  have  aceriMl  fi« 
the  defalcation  of  public  officers,  and  report  to  ib 
House  what  alterations  or  amendments  are  neocsBT 
in  the  laws  for  the  collection  of  the  ^evenIl^  in  orir 
to  secure  the  prompt  pa3rnient  of  its  offioen  in  fotot 

AA^r  a  few  eiplanatory  observations  from  Mr. 
Bacon,  (chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Wap 
and  Means,)  from  which  it  appeared  that  ibe  at- 
tention of  the  committee  had  already  been  dnf: 
to  this  subject,  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

NAVAL  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  order  of  thedir 
which  was  the  bill  coocerning  the  Naval  E>iai- 
lisbment :  The  question  on  agreeioff  to  the  im- 
port of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  strike 
out  the  second  section  of  the  bill,  which  proridM 
for  the  building  of  a  number  of  new  frigatei 
being  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Wkight. — Mr.  Speaker:  Congress hiTi::^ 
provided  by  law  a  regular  army,  aad  a  volQDtscr 
corps  sufficient  for  every  purpose  of  offence  aod 
defence,  and  to  guard  our  territorial  frontiers. csr 
attention  is  now  cbrrectiv  drawn  to  the  protK- 
tion  of  our  commerce,  our  seamen,  and  marino^ 
frontiers,  bv  the  establishment  of  such  an  tdi* 
tional  naval  force  as  our  resources  may  enaUeo:- 
without  inconvenience  to  the  people,  commeo>a' 
rate  to  the  object,  as  nearly  as  possible,  tod  d^ 
manded  by  the  crisis,  and  the  public  expecuiioo. 
Sir,  in  the  condderation  of  this  subject.  I  la 
sorry  to  discover  anv  symptoms  of  geograpkica! 
objections  to  the  bill;  and  I  am  prompted  b/the 
occasion  to  remind  gentlemen  in  this  Hoose  of 
the  Valedictory  Address— the  official  legaejr-oi 
the  immortal  Washington,  to  the  Americtn  peo- 
ple, ^  not  to  suffer  themselves  to  be  influeoced  bf 
^  any  geographical  considerations,  which  wo^M 
'  set  in  array  one  section  of  the  Uoioo  agaifi>^ 
'  another ;  that  the  union  of  these  States  was  the 
*  aheet  anchor  of  our  hope,  and  its  permaaeoee  ifaf 
*■  best  securitjT  of  the  liberties  of  the  whole.*' 

Sir,  I  consider  the  American  people  one  ^^ 
family,  united  by  the  social  compact,  bj  vticb 
the  interest  of  every  section  of  the  Union  is  to 
be  guarded  by  the  equal  energies  of  the  Gorero- 
ment ;  and  I  consider  Congress  as  the  father  0: 
that  family,  bound  by  an  equal  affection  to  every 
member  of  it,  to  protect  its  varioos,  distant,  aa^ 
discordant  interests  with  parenul  care,  and  to 
dispense  its  justice,  its  favors,  a&d  its  bountiei, 
with  an  even  iiand. 
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Sir,  every  tiaember  of  thit  honorable  bodf  is 
ie  representative  of  the  whole  American  people, 
Dd  by  the  great  charter,  which  was  sorely  a 
lessare  of  compromise,  intended  to  unite  the 
Lnierican  people,  and  by  that  union  to  g^ive 
trength,  and  by  its  organization  protection ;  by 
lie  application  of  its  united  energies,  to  secure 
rery  interest  of  every  portion  of  the  great  Amer- 
ran  empire. 

I  cannot,  from  my  own  feelings  upon  the  occa- 
ion,  and  the  recollection  of  the  commission  by 
rbich  we  are  appointed  to  act,  for  the  common 
efence  and  general  welfare  of  the  whole,  suffer 
lyself  to  believe  that  any  honorable  member 
rill  suffer  himself  to  be  influenced  by  any  other 
ban  his  best  judgment  how  and  in  what  man- 
ler  that  general  welfare  will  be  best  promoted, 
lOtwithstanding  the  violent  geographical  symp- 
oms  that  have  manifested  themselves  in  this 
a«€.  '  '  ■ 

I  for  my  part,  should  blush  if  I  was  inflnenced 
If  any  other  motives,  nor  will  I  ascribe  to  others 
bat  of  which  I  for  myself  should  be  ashamed* 

Sir,  it  will  be  recollected  with  what  i)rompt- 
less  this  House  lately  acted  in  providing  six  com- 
anies  of  rangers  to  patrol  the  territorial  frontiers 
if  the  West,  ;o  guard  the  children  of  the  woods 
)D  that  frontier  from  the  savage  scalping  knife;  I 
rith  pleasure  beheld  its  electric  transit  through 
he  House,  and  I  hope  it  will  not  be  forgotten  by 
gentlemen  of  that  quarter  wheu  they  are  called 
)Q  to  protect  the  maritime  frontiers  on  the  South 
lod  the  East,  although  against  a  civilized  yet  not 
ess  savage  foe. 

I  hope  gemlemen  will  also  recollect  the  chain 
)f  redoubts  on  our  territorial  frontiers,  and  that 
he  soldiers  of  otrr  peace  establishment  are  sta- 
ioned  there  for  their  protection. 

I  trust  the  recollection  of  tiiese  things  Will 
lare  the  desired  effect,  and  that  this  honorable 
)ody  will  feel  ndt  only  its  justice  and  equanim- 
ty,  but  its  magnanicnity  enlisted,  in  providing 
tach  an  additional  naval  force,  as  will  not  only 
>rotect  commerce,  that  in  which  we  are  all  in- 
erested,  but  effectually  protect  our  maritime  fron- 
iers.  in  which  the  inhabitants  of  the  seaboard 
md  bays  are  more  immediately  interested. 

Sir^  in  order  to  present  to  the  House  distinctly 
ny  Tiews  of  the  naval  force,  I  wish  at  thw  time 
0  add  to  our  present  navy  the  exact  amount  of 
he  expenses  of  its  establishment,  and  the  annual 
izpense  to  support  it,  as  well  as  the  resources  of 
ihe  nation  out  of  which  it  is  to  be  established 
iDd  supported,  and  the  extent  of  the  commerce 
to  be  hereby  protected— I  must  beg  their  indul- 
gence while  I  deal  a  little  in  official  detail,  and 
ihow  them  the  force  intended ;  the  expense  to  be 
incurred ;  the  funds  out  of  which  it  is  to  be  ef- 
fected, and  the  commerce  to  be  thereby  protected. 
But,  before  I  proceed,  permit  me  to  remark,  that 
the  force  I  shall  propose  is  limited  by  discovering 
in  indisposition  in  some  geptleman  to  vote  for 
the  ten  38-gun  frij^tes,  from  an  apprehension  of 
our  inability  at  this  time  to  m^et  the  expense. 
and  in  others,  fjrom  an  implacable  aversion  to  any 
Qftvy  at  all,  and  not  from  any  objection  I  have 


to  the  force  proposed.  Therefore,  from  a  persua- 
sion that  the  ten  38*gan  frigates  cannot  be  cai^ 
ried,  as  well  as  from  a  spirit  of  accommodation^ 
I  propose  to  fill  the  blank  with  six  32-gim  frig- 
ates, which  I  confidently  hope  will  obtain.  The 
expense  of  building  six  32-gun  frigates,  by  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  is  9768,000^ 
and  the  annual  expense  of  supporting  them 
$612,000. 

Sir,  having  stated  the  force  and  the  expense  of 
establishing  and  maintaining  it,  I  will  now  state 
the  resources  of  the  nation,  out  of  which  it  is  to 
be  established  and  supported*  The  public  lands 
of  the  United  States  are  six  hundred  millions  of 
acres,  which  are  now  sold  at  not  less  than  two 
dollars  per  acre,  making  twelve  hundred  millions 
of  dollars,  the  annual,  interest  of  which  is,  At  six 
per  cent.,  seventy-two  millions  of  dollars;  and 
these  lands  must  increase  in  value  in  a  ratio  pro- 
portioned to  their  demand  and  reduced  quantity. 
Sirj  their  demand  is^  increasing  every  day  by  the 
emrgration  of  our  own  citizens  to  them,  and  by 
tiieir  inVttaftion  to  foreigners,  who  are  crowding 
into'this  asylum  of  libertv,  flying  from  the  perse- 
cutions of  the  Old  World,  as  appears  by  the  late 
census;  and,  as  the  quantity  shall  be  reduced| 
Congress,  as  the  guardians  of  the  public  purse, 
will  assuredly  increase  and  graduate  the  price  by 
the  demand.  Sir,  the  net  revenue  on  impost 
and  tonnage  has  exceeded  fifteen  millions  of  dol- 
lars per  year.  Our  exports  in  one  year  of  pro** 
perity  have  exceeded  one  hundred  and  seven 
millions  of  dollars,  and  our  imports  have  exceeded 
'seventy-five. millions  of  dollars.  Our  registered 
tonnage  employed  in  foreign  commerce  is  964,- 
269  tons,  besides  that  employed  in  the  coasting 
trade,  and  in  the  small  waters  of  the  United 
States; 

Sir,  can  it  be  possible  that  any  gentleman  not 
averse  to  a  navy,  or  not  devotee!  to  the  Chinese 
policy,  after  this  view  of  the  expense  of  building 
and  maintaining  six  thirty-two-gun  frigates,  and 
this  statement  of  the  resources  of  the  nationi  the 
immense  amount  of  Our  exports  and  imports,  and 
the  great  amount  of  our  tonnage,  can  have  a 
doubt  of  our  means,  or  of  the  expediency  of  pro- 
tecting so  important  an  interest?  I  trust  they 
will  not;  ano  that  they  will  grant  this  addi- 
tional force  to  shield  us  in  a  point  so  vulnerable, 
and  to  protect  interests  so  important.  1  will  re- 
mind gentlemen  that  every  article  necessary  for 
the  build inff  these  frigates  is  the  product  of  this 
country,  already  almost  entirely  supplied,  and 
that  by  our  own  citizens;  that  the  workmen  to 
be  employed  in  building  these  ships  are  our  own 
citizens ;  that  the  officers  and  men  that  will  com- 
mand, navigate,  and  fight  them,  will  be  membera* 
of  this  ^reat  family,  who  will  be  etnployed  as  a 
corps  ot  sentinels  to  guard  oar  commerce  and 
maritime  frontiers;  that  not  a  cent  will  be  paid 
for  their  establishment  or  maintenance  but  to  our, 
own  citizens:  so  that  every  farthing  that  is  taken 
out  of  the  purse  of  the  nation  for  this  important 
purpose  will  go  into  the  nocket  of  some  of  the 
family,  who  will  be  benefited  in  the  proportion 
that  the  nation  ia  taxed  and  protected. 
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Sir,  some  gentlemen  seem  alarmed  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  expected  war,  and  urge  that  as  a 
pretext  against  voting  for  a  nary.  To  them  I 
-say,  if  that  is  really  their  objection,  that  the  un- 
granted  lands  in  Canada,  with  the  duties  on  im- 
post and  tonnage,  when  conquered,  will  amply 
pay  us  for  all  the  expense  oi  liberaUog  that  peo- 
pie  from  despotism,  and  adding  those  provinces 
to  the  United  States  as  members  of  the  Uoion. 
Should  they  oppose  it,  it  will  be  with  reluctance, 
or  [or  fear  we  should  not  succeed ;  or,  that  if  we 
did,  we  should  restore  them  back  again  to  Great 
Britain  at  the  end  of  the  war. 

Sir,  the  losses  we  have  sustained  by  captures 
made  at  sea,  invited  by  our  naval  weakness,  are 
immense.  At  the  time  of  our  treaty  with  France, 
in  1800.  our  losses  by  captures  by  her  cruisers 
were  estimated  at  twenty-four  millions  of  dol- 
lars }  and  although  by  the  second  .article  of  that 
treaty  France  proposed  to  make  these  captures, 
and  the  claims  of  France  against  the  United 
States,  the  subject  of  future  negotiation,  the  Sen- 
ate at  thot  time  rejected  that  article,  and  forced 
on  Mr.  J.  Adams  the  ratification  of  that  treaty 
without  it;  he  declaring  at  the  lime  that  he  had 
rather  ratify  the  treaty  with  it ;  and  we  know 
that  the  loss  of  this  twenty-four  millions  of  dol- 
lars was  charged  on  Mr.  Jefferson's  Administra- 
tion;  although  the  treaty  was  ratified  by  the 
Senate  in  the  time  of  Mr.  Adams,  and  in  the 
manner  I  have  slated.  The  Senate  alleged  that 
it  was  to  get  rjd  of  the  guarantee  of  the  posses- 
aions  of  France  in  the  West  Indies;  although  it 
reciprocally  bound  France  to  the  guarantee  of 
the  possessions  of  the  United  States  in  America, 
and  was  made  at  the  eventful  crisis  of  the  Rev* 
olutioo,  in  1778. 

Sir,  I  always  suspect  its  rejection  was  intended 
to  loosen  the  bands  that  connected  the  United 
States  with  France,  more  closely  to  connect  us 
with  Qreat  Britain ;  although  France  had  been 
the  first  foreign  nation  to  acxnowledge  our  inde- 
pendence,, and  by  treaty  to  guarantee  to  us  as  a 
nation  all  the  possessions  of  the  United  States  in 
^America,  so  far  as  it  could  be  effected  by  the  co- 
operation  of  her  navy  and  army ;  so  that,  in  fact. 
1  conceive  the  loss  of  this  twenty-four  millions  of 
dollars  a  sacrifice  of  the  commercial  interests  of 
this  country  at  the  shrine  of  Great  Britain. 

Sir,  the  spoliations  by  Great  Britain  and  France 
under  their  Orders  in  Council  and  decrees,  ad- 
mitted by  both  nations  to  be  a  violation  of  our 
neutral  rishts,  have  subjected  the  United  States 
to  incalculable  losses;  one  hundred  millions  of 
dollars  would  not  pay  us  for  the  obstructions  and 
Bpoliations  on  our  legitimate  neutral  commerce  ; 
and  although  France  has  so  modified  her  Berlin 
and  Milan  decrees  that  they  have  ceased  to  vio- 
late our  neutral  commerce,  yet  f^he  has  but  com- 
muted them  for  municipal  restrictions  truly  op- 
pressive, and  we  are  yet  left  to  hope  she  will 
make  compensation  for  these  spoliations ;  while 
on  the  other  hand  Great  Britain,  notwithstanding 
h^r  repeated  asseverations,  that  when  France 
should  revoke  her  decrees  violatinff  our  neutral 
commerce,,  that  sha  would  .revoke  oar  Orders  in 


Council ;  yetj  sir,  we  are  not  left  to  hope  ihtt  ^ 
will  comply  with  her  assurances,  bowever  (4 
cially  and  repeatedly  made ;  but.  on  ibecoDtrary. 
she  has  multiplied  her  aggressions,  aod  iddel 
new  insults  to  repeated  injuries. 

Sir,  it  is  impossible  that  the  Americao  peopie 
can  or  will  submit  to  such  a  state  of  ih legs,  u 
that  their  Representatives  can,  as  such,  fi^la 
indisposition  to  prepare  a  force  to  redress  it  ssk 
as  the  resources  of  the  nation  will  justiff  lobe 
applied  to  that  purpose. 

Sir,  this  high-minded,  magnanimous  people 
whose  claims  are  just,  and  whose  spirit  aoc  a- 
pectatioDs  are  alive  to  avenge  their  wrongs,  mib: 
and  will  be  gratified  in  placing  the  natiooiau 
attitude  aod  in  an  armor  to  suit  the  crisis;  tkfT 
will  applaud  their  Representatives  for  prepah^ 
a  navy  to  arrest  ihe  lawless  career  of  the  pinie 
of  the  ocean,  to  retaliate  by  reprisals  on  i.rr 
commerce  and  seanken— on  the  element  of  osr 
wrong!*. 

Sir,  the  United  States  are  insular  in  their  u» 
ation  in  relation  to  Europe,  Asia,  and  Africis 
well  as  to  the  West  Indies,  and  ioded  Uifi: 
coasting  trade  and  commerce  with  South  Asfh 
ica  makes  a  naval  force  ail  important  foris 
protection ;  wiiiie  the  commerce  of  Eorope » 
tbe  West  Indies  and  to  South  America  i$pecu* 
arly  exposed  in  its  passage  along  our  wideijr-a- 
tended  seaboard,  whereby  she  may  be  grnif 
distressed  witbout.our  leaving  our  own  coast. 

Sir,  we  are  told  of  her  immense  naval  streagti 
and  of  the  impracticability  of  our  fighting  to 
sbips-of-the-line.  Sir,  it  is  her  frigates  and  iigliv 
ships  of  war  we  intend  to  fight,  and  her  do- 
chaotmen  we  intend  to  capture.  It  is  noiixf 
line  of  battle  ships  that  capture  our  mercku:- 
men;  it  is  her  frigates,  sbops  of  war,  letters i' 
marque,  and  privateers.  She  has  enough  for  to 
ships-of-the-line.  to  do  nearer  home. 

We  are  informed  by  the  ofiicial  reports  of  i^ 
French  nation  that  an  immense  navv  is  prfpl^ 
ing  in  France^  and  that  in  1813  it  will  be  readj. 
and  equal  to  that  of  Great  Britain.  We  siiaJ: 
then  have  nothing  to  fear  from  her  line  of  baitie 
ships;  she  will  never  send  them  here, aod  iearc 
herself  exposed  to  so  awful  and  powerfal  aa 
enemy  at  home.  I  hope  the  ocean  will  swarm 
with  our  frigates,  sloops  of  war,  letters  of  marqw. 
and  privateers,  and  that  the  war  on  comoierce 
shall  no  longer  be  carried  on  only  on  out  si(k 
but  that  the  nation  and  the  people  will  unite  ia 
the  majesty  of  their  strength,  and  with  an  iodif 
nation  graduated  by  their  wrongs,  so  long  and  sa 
unmerttedly  inflicted. 

Sir,  the  adoption  of  this  bill  is  doe  todistnlM- 
tive  justice,  it  is  due  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
nation,  it  is  due  to  the  expectations  of  tbe  Ameri- 
can people,  and  it  is  peculiarly,  in  my  opiaioa 
due  to  ourselves. 

It  has  been  said  that  these  frigates  will  be 
taken  as  soon'  as  they  go  out.    There  can  be  na 
necessity  of  their  being  exposed  to  fight  ship»-o^ 
the-line.    Great  Britain,  in  the  neighborhood  of  | 
France,  with  her  mighty  navy,  has  not  been  abl^  | 
to  arrest  tl^e  spoliations  i>y  French  frigates,  who  \ 
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»pture  and  destroy  her  caremerce  to  ao  immeiMe 
imouDt,  Dor  do  we  hear  of  the  capture  of  French 
rigates  by  British  ships-of-the-lioe.  I  hope  these 
j^eDtiemen  will  banish  their  groundless  oooject- 
ires,  no(  suffer  the  energies  of  the  nation  to  b<^ 
)ara}yzed  by  such  anti-oational  feelings,  but  will 
oJD  cordially  in  a  ineasure  so  intimately  con- 
leeted  with  the  protection  of  your  comoaerce, 
roar  seamen,  and  your  national  honor. 

I  hope  they  will  recollect  the  loss  the  nation 
•odured  ,by  opye  year's  embargo.  Fifteen  millions 
)f  net  revenue  on  imports,  besides  the  advantage 
>(  the  exportation*  of  upwards  of  an  hundred 
aillions  of  dollars,  the  surplus  products  of  the 
abor,  the  in Justry, itnd  enterprise  of  this  coun- 
ry ;  and  I  ask  if  this  was  not  imposed  on  the 
Mtion  because  of  our  naval  imbecility  and  ina- 
Mlity  to  protect  our  comnxjerce;  a^nd  shall  we  not 
irofit  by  this  lesson  of  fatal  experience  ? 

Sir,  I  ask  gentlemen,  if  they  ever  heard  of  even 
I  baggage  wagon  going  without  a  guard  in  the 
leighborbood  of  an  enemy!  and  shall  wc  impose 
mr  immense  commerce  and  our  seamen  on  the 
rreat  highway  of  nations,  swarming  with  pirates, 
vithout  a  guard,  upon  the  ^lea  of  poverty^  which 
his  view  of  our  resources  waII  induce  every  candid 
nan  to  overrule?  Sir,  our  Saviour  advised  bis 
ipostles  to  sell  their  cloaks  to  buy  swords  to  protect 
hem  against  robbers  wbenjourneyiog  through  the 
¥ilderness;  and  shall  we,  )n  the  full  tide  of  our 
trosperity,  with  such  immense  resource^,  refuse  to 
»upply  this  small  naval  armament  to  guard  us 
iirough  the  great  highway  of  nations,  infested 
rith  sea-robbers?  .  No,  sir;  this  House,  has  justly 
lod  liberally  provided  an  army  to  protect  our  ter- 
itorial  frontiers  aqd  to  avenge  our  wrones,  a>nd 
1  confidently  hope  will  provide  this  additional 
mval  force  for  the  protection  of  our  commerce, 
)ar  seamen,  and  our  maritime  frontiers. 

Mr.  Speaker,  having  presented  my  view  of  the 
ffojected  force,  the  expenye  of  establishing  and 
nainuiining  it,  the  resources  of  the  nation,  and 
he  important  interests  to  be  protected  and  secured 
y  this  additional  naval  armament,  I  mustbeg,the 
'ortber  indulgence  of  the  House  while  I  make  a 
(hort  reply  to  some  of  the  prominent  remarks  of 
he  honorable  member  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
3.  R.  Williams,)  and  this,  sir,  I  shall  do  with 
he  most  profound  respect  for  that  gentleman.  I 
iincerely  regret  to  find  him  enrolled  with  the 
ipponeuts  to  the  nav.y,  after  his  disting[uishing 
umself  so  highly  by  his  excellent  speech  in  favor 
>f  the  army,  so  congenial  with  the  feelings  of  the 
lation  and  my  own. 

Sir,  is  it  not  a  little  extraordinary,  that  this 
;eQiieman  should  be  opposed  to  this  little  addi- 
ioD  to  the  navy,  for  fear  it  might  be  misapplied, 
0  endanger  the  liberties  of  the  people,  when  he, 
Hrith  a  fervor  peculiarly  his  own,  at  the  same  time 
nrished  to  b^  armed  with  the  ret^d  lightning,  with 
which  he  told  us  hfi  would  drive  the  fas^-anchored 
British  isle  from  her  moorings,  and  in  a  feverish 
naoDer  threatened  to  make  navoc  on  both  sides 
9f  the  British  Channel  ?  I  must  enter  my  protest 
iigaiost  his  being  armed  with  this  power.  I  am 
satisfied  that  it  should  remain  where  it  is,  and 


where  we  know  it  will  not  be  abused.  Sir,  he  has 
told  us  that  the  United  States  were  born  without 
a  navy,  that  there  was  no  navy  in  the  Revolution, 
and  that  without  a  navy  we  had  attained  our  pre- 
sent high  rank  among  the  nations  of  the  earth. 

That  the  United  States  were. conceived  with- 
out a  navy  I  admi(,  but  that  they  labored  under 
the  want  of  a  navy  at  the  commencement  of  the 
Revolution  I  insist,  or  .General  Gage  and  his  sav- 
age army  would  never  have  escaped  from  Boston, 
the  cradle  of  the  Revolution ;  hot  the  hardy,  Her^ 
culean  sons  of  New  England  would  have  made 
them  pay  for  their  temerity,  and  by  their  extirpa- 
tion have  made  them  expiate  every  drop  of  blood 
shed  at  Lexington  and  Bunker's  Hill. 

But,  sir,  it  will  ever  be  gratefully  recollected 
by  the  patriots  of  the  Revolution,  that  t^e  cap- 
ture of  Curnwnllis's  army  at  York  ;own,  by  ti^e 
united  arms  of  France  and  America,  put  a  glori- 
ous period  to  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  gave 
birth  to  the  empire  of  America;. and  that  this 
great  achievement  was  accomplished  by  the  co- 
operation of  the  navy  of  France,  then  our  mag- 
nanimous ally,  that  ^'wonderful  people,"  wbom 
(he  enecnies  of  the  Revolution  will  therefore  ^ever 
forgive.    '     . 

He  tells  us.  England  alone  has  been  benefited 
by  a  navy.  I  will  admit^  that  even  her  existence 
has  been  preserved  by  her  navy;  but  1  must  in- 
sist, at  the  same  time,  th^  we  have  been  nearly 
ruined  for  the  want  of  one.    . 

He  asks,  if  the  President  has  beep  able  with 
our  present  navv  and  gunt^oats  to  prevent  the 
British  from  blpckading  up  our  ports  and  harbors  ? 
I  in  reply  say^no,  sir,  the  President  has  not.  And 
why  has  l^e  not  ?  Because  he  had  not  the  power 
bylaw,  nor  the  inclination,  without  It,  to  break  the 
pfiace  of  that  nation.  I,  in  my  turn,  ask  that  gen- 
tleman, whether  the  President  has  not  (since 
Great  Britain  was.  by  law  interdicted  the  .ports 
and  harbors  of  the  United  States)  effectually  pre- 
vented it  by  his  fu-oclamatioo,  and  by  our  frigates 
and  gunboats  ?  We  all  recollect  the  recent  case 
of  a  British  frigate  anchoring  in  Hampton  Roads, 
whose  commander,  hearing  of  a  meditated  attacK 
by  the  gunboats  at  Norfolk,  cut  her  cables  in  the 
night  and  run  away  to  sea  to  avoid  the  conflict, 
although  these  gunboats  are  so  frequently  libelled 
00  this  floor. 

This  gentlemaiij  not  content  with  opposing  this 
additional  naval  armament,  has  also  attacked  the 
little  navy  we  h^ve.  He  has  told  us  "  the  system 
is  rotten  to  the  core,"  that  the  navy  accounts  are 
always  incorrect,  and  that  they  are  made  out  so 
that  tlie  expense  of  the  repairs  to  the  respective 
vessels  in  the  navy  yard.  ^^  under  the  nose  of  the 
Government,"  cannot  be  distinguished  from  each 
other.  Sir,  if  that  subject  is  examined  with  can- 
dor, it  will  be  found  to  arise  froip  the  promisco^ 
ous  use  of  the  materials  provided  at  the  navy 
yard,  where  several  vessels  are  repairing  at  the 
same  time,  and  that  the  whole  amount  of  the 
whole  repairs  are  correctly  stated ;  and  that  it 
would  be  next  to  impracticable  to  distinguish 
where  the  timber,  plank,  spikes,  oakum,  and  paint, 
were  pcomiseiiously  used,  to  whicl)  vessel  it  waa 
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particularly  applied — nor  can  it  be  material,  or  any 
evidence  of  a  misappli cation  of  naval  funds.  Bat, 
air,  is  it  a  fair  mode  to  try  the  merits  of  a  system, 
a  system  approved  by  its  adoption  by  the  nation, 
by  a  charge  of  abos^e  in  its  management?  I 
should  presume  not ;  we  ought  to  correct  the  aba- 
ses and  preserve  the  system. 

Sir,  we  have  recently  had  the  distinguished  aid 
of  that  gentleman  to  raise  an  army  of  twenty-fire 
thousand  regulars.  I  ask  him,  whether  the  clamors 
of  abuse  in  the  sickness  and  deaths  in  (he  army 
of  New  Orleans,  would  have  had  any  operation 
on  his  vote  ?  No,  sir,  I  am  confident  it  would 
BOt;  and  we  all  know,  notwithstanding  those 
clamors,  that  the  mortality  among  the  troops  at 
that  time  was  owing  to  the  sickly  season  on  raw 
troops  in  a  sickly  country^  peculiarly  sickly  at  the 
time,  and  by^  the  visitation  of  heaven^  against 
which  no  policy  could  have  obtained ;  nor  do  I  be- 
lieve that  any  man  of  candor,  acquainted  with  the 
history  of  that  business,  can  iiv;ithhold  his  appro- 
Iwtion  of  the  honest  zeal  and  official  solicitude 
both  of  the  Secretary  at  War  and  the  Commander- 
in-Chief,  to  preserve  the  health  and  lives  of  that 
army. 

Sir,  we  are  told,  that  the  British  have  taken 
and  destroyed  a  great  number  of  the*  French 
*hips-of-the-lhie,  and  that  they  will  certainly  de- 
stroy our  little  navy ;  "  that  oar  naval  officers  had 
takea  the  oath  of  blood,^'  and  would  suffer  them- 
selves to  be  sank  before  they  would  strike  their 
colors.  That  the  British  have  captured  and  de- 
stroved  many  of  the  French  ships-of-the*line  in 
battle,  by  their  superior  force,  I  readilv  admit,  but 
that  ihev  had  paid  dearlv  for  it,  candor  must  al- 
low. The  light  ships,  sloops  of  war,  and  priva- 
teers of  France,  however,  have  greatly  distressed 
the  British  commerce  by  captures  to  an  immense 
amount,  and  yet  Great  Britain,  although  in  sight 
of  her,  had  not  been  able  to  prevent  it,  although 
France  had  scarcely  a  ship-of-the-line  upon  the 
ocean ;  so  that,  by  examining  the  naval  history  of 
France  and  England,  weare  rather  encouraged  to 
provide  this  force ;  and  I  hope  we  shall  vote  for 
this  bill,  although  we  have  been  told,  (thouffh  not 
by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina)  that 
**  England  is  fighting  the  battles  of  the  world,"  as 
we  well  know  she  is  plundering  the  commerce  of 
the  greater  part  of  it. 

Sir,  that  our  naval  officers  have  distinguished 
themselves,  is  proudly  admitted  by  us  all,  and  that 
to  secure  the  restoration  of  American  impressed 
seamen  by  reprisals  oil  British  subjects,  and  their 
exchange  fbr  our  citizens  groaning  in  bondage, 
would  gladden  the  heart  of  every  honest  tar,  as  well 
as  every  real  American,  I  hope  shortlv  to  see  real- 
ized. Our  naval  officers,  for  so  noble  a  porpase, 
would  nobly  fulfil  their  ^-  oath  of  blood,"  an  oath 
taken  by  every  officer  of  the  army  and  navy  when 
be  takes  his  commission.  ^  Blood  for  blood,"  is 
an  injunction  of  our  holy  religion ;  it  is  therefore  a 
christian  duty.  I  recollect,  about  the  commence 
ment  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  reading  a  ser- 
mon preached  in  Virginia,  I  think  by  a  Mr.  Daris, 
to  a  body  of  troops  just  marching  against  the  In- 
-dians,  who  h^d  been  imbraing  th^ir  hands  in  the 


blood  of  their  coantrymen  on  the  frontiers— « 
this  text — **  Cursed  be  him  who  doeth  the  vork  of 
the  Lord  deceitfully,  and  cursed  be  him  ibu 
keepeth  back  his  sword  from  blood."  Aad  doe 
not  the  OMirder  of  American  seamen  call  as  load 
for  justice? 

Sir,  I  am  really  surprised  that  this  gentlecas 
should  deny  this  small  naval  retnforcemnt  ti 
our  little  navy ;  whose  officers,  be  tells  us,  are  x 
brave.  I  am  sure  if  our  armv  was  inferior  to  m 
opposing  force,  he  would  maxeft  at  least  eqailts 
that  of  the  enemy.  I  think  if  he  will  oot^ 
this  additional  force  because  it  would  be  destrom 
by  the  enemy,  he,  upon  his  own  principles,  is  bond 
to  lay  up  our  little  navy  in  ordinary,  tosare  it  ib 
from  destruction. 

Sir,  to  magnify  our  difficulties  he  telb  os,  if « 
had  this  additioaal  force  we  could  not  get  setoe 
to  man  them  without  starving  them  into  iUQr)r 
impressmeot ;  against  which  he  entered  kisp 
test. 

I  hate  never  heard  before  of  any  diffiedtr  a 
manning  our  frigates  in  times  of  peace ;  and  I  is 
rery  confident  that  in  time  of  war,  when  the  rtt 
and  patriotism  of  our  seamen  was  in  reqoiiiiBi' 
and  the  rich  prize  harvest  was  before  them,  th?^ 
would  be  less  difficulty. 

Although  I  should  join  io^protesting  against  tM 
impressment  of  American  seamen,  which  it  t  pi?- 
tial  official  demarkatioa  of  particular  penooi  M 
the  capricious  selection  of  the  officer;  yet, sir! 
can  see  no  principle  of  discrimination  beiweeci 
fair  draoght  of  seamen,  to  defend  their  coustrra 
their  element,  the  water,  and  of  militiamffi  u 
defend  their  country  on  the  land;  though.  1  hope 
the  patriotism  of  the  sons  of  America  will  cfTc 
DMike  a  draught  in  either  case  necessary. 

Although,  sir,  this  gentleman  has  so  powerfafir 
opposed  this  proposed  additional  force.  I  tbrakis 
his  arguments  are  fairly  examined,  the  UoiiK 
States  cannot  sustain  any  material  loss  bf  is 
adoption,  or  he  has  expressed  a  very  UDkiod  t» 
position  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  Stttes.  a 
their  individual  capacities,  whose  interest  be  if 
fects  so  sedulously  to  protect  in  their  natioBii 
eharacter. 

He  has  told  us, "  that  the  letters  of  marqoe  i^ 
privateers  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  Stales  v:ii 
destroy  the  British  commerce ;  he  will  trust  to 
them."  What,  sir,  does  he  wish  that  natto» 
wrongs  should  be  redressed  by  individual  txixn- 
prise,  without  lending  the  little  aid  contemplated  \ 

Sir,  if  private  citizens  can  make  a  profit  br  V-^ 
ting  out  prirateers,  by  the  amount  of  their  priis. 
will  not  the  frigates  contemplated,  fitted  oet  br 
the  nation,  be  as  likely  to  succeed?  Can  tbc 
United  States,  when  the  timber  isprepsied  asd 
the  ordnance  readv,  feel  greater  difficulties  tbas 
the  individual,  who  will  be  obliged  to  proride 
erery  material  for  the  special  occasion,  and  whiei 
will  be  no  longer  useful  to  him  ? 

Sir,  the  gentleman  has  demonstrated,  that  tbt 
voting  these  frigates  mtist  be  expedient,  or  that  be 
wished  to  inrolre  private  adreatnrers  »  as  tu- 
profitable  enterprise,  to  promote  the  pttblie  good. 
His  oQoial  zeal  to  preaerre  the  treasure  of  is 
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omitry  has  made  him  forget  the  interest  of'^tis 
oaDtrymeD.  He,  sir^  in  his  conclusion  made  an 
iDfortunate  remarkj  that  we  have-^'a  noble  foc^" 

0  contend  with,  and  ou^ht  to  act  with  pecO'* 
iar  cintion.  '* A  noble  foe,'^  Mr.  Speaker !  ir the 
lost  flagrant  rioiation  of  our  neutral  cdmnerce, 
yits  indiscriroinate  plunder,  be^  noble;"  if  the 
lost  unhallowed,  piratical  practice  of  impressing 
ative  American  seamen  be  ^'  noble ;"  if  toe  com- 
elling  impressed  native  American  seamen  to  shed 
be  blood  of  their  country,  be  "  noble  f'  if  mor- 
eriog  and  bangibg  American  seamen  in  cold 
lood  be  **  noble ;"  if,  after  firing  the  first  shot,  the 
xing  it  on  us,  by  the  perjuries  of  a  whole  crew, 
ennoble,"  they  are  Certainly  a  nation  of  uoblesi 
lut,  sir,  I  differ  most  cordially  with  thajt  gentle- 
itn  id  their  being  a  noble  foe— I  really  consider 
»m  a  band  of  perjured  piratical  plunderers, 
inrderers,  and  sea-robbers,  and  I  feel  no  hesita* 
ioD  in  deidaring  them  an  ignoble  foe,  whom  I 
ope  very  soon  to  see  chastised  by  the  strong  arm 
f  avenging  justice. 

Mr.  Q,t7iNCY. — Mr.  Speaker,  T  rise  to  address 
ou,  op  this  occasion,  with  no  affected  diffidenee, 
Bd  with  many  doubts  concerning  the  expediency 
f  taking  any  part  in  this  debate.  On  the  one 
aod,  the  subject  has  been  discussed  with  a  zeal, 
idastry,  and  talent,  whicli  leare  but  little  scope 
)r  norelty,  either  hi  topic  or  illustration.  On  the 
tber  hand,  arguments  from  this  side  of  the  House, 

1  favor  of  this  question,  are  received  with  sanat- 
ral  a  jealousy,  that  I  know  not  whether  more 
»y  not  be  lost  than  ^[ained  by  so  nnpropitious  a 
apport.  Indeed,  sir)  if  this  subject  bad  been  dis* 
ossed  on  narrow  or  temporary  Or  party  princi- 
ie9, 1  should  hare  been  silent.  On  such  ground, 
could  not  condescend  to  detete — I  could  not  hope 
)  ioflaence.  But,  the  scale  of  discussion  has  been 
nlarged  and  liberal— relative  rather  to  the  gen- 
ial system,  than  to  the  particular  exigency.  In 
Imost  every  respect,  it  has  heen  honorable  to  the 
louse,  and  auspicious  to  the  prospects  of  the 
stion.  In  such  a  state  of  feeling  and  aentiment, 
could  not  refrain  from  indulp^ing  the  hope  that 
Qggestions,  even  from  so  favontea  quarter,  would 
t  received  with  candor — perhaps  with  attention, 
lod.when  I  consider  the  deep  interest  which  the 
State  from  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  a  Rep- 
^entative  has,  according  to  my  apprehension,  in 
le  event,  I  cannot  permit  the  opportunity  entirely 
)  pass,  without  bringing  my  small  tribute  of 
(flection  to  the  general  stock  of  the  House. 

The  object  I  shall  chiefly  attempt  to  enforce,  is, 
j^c  necessity  and  duty  of  a  systematic  protection 
f  our  mamime  rights,  by  maritime  means.  I 
^ould  call  (he  thoughtful  and  intelli&:ent  men  of 
Us  House  and  nation  to  the  contemplation  of  the 
Bseotial  connexion  between  a  naval  force,  pro- 
ortionate  to  the  circumstances  of  our  aeacoaar, 
^e  extent  of  our  commerce,  and 'the  inherent  en- 
•rprise  of  our  people :  I  say,  sir,  I  would  call  them 
)  the  contemplation  of  the  essential  connexion 
etween  such  a  naval  force  and  the  safety,  pros- 
pty,  and  existence,  of  our  Union.  In  the  course 
f  my  observations,  and  as  a  subsidiary  argument. 
^oall  also  attempt  to' show  the  eonnexioo  b^ 


tween  (he  adoption  of  the  principle  of  a  system- 
atic maintenance  of  our  maritime  rights,  by  mar* 
itime  meatis,  and  relief  from  our  present  national 
embarrassments. 

I  confess  to  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  never  can  look — 
indeed,  in  my  opinion,  no  American  statesman 
ought^ever  to  looa-^n  any  question  touching  the 
vital  interests  of  this  nation,  or  of  any  of  its  com- 
ponent parts,  without  keeping  at  all  times  in  dis- 
tinct view  the  nature  of  our  political  association^ 
and  the  character  of  the  independent  sovereign- 
ties which  coinpdse  it.  Among  States,  the  only 
sure  and  permanent  bond  of  uoieo  is  iiUereat, 
And  the  vital  interests  of  States,  although  they 
may  be  sometimes  obscured,  can  never,  for  a  very 
long  time,  be  misapprehended.  The  natural  pro- 
tectioti  which  the  essential  interests  of  the  great 
component  parts  of  our  political  association  require 
will  be  sooner  or  later  understood  by  the  States 
concerned  in  those  interests.  If  a  protection,  upon 
systeih,  be  not  provided,  it  is  impossible  that  dis- 
content should  not.result*  And  need  I  tell  states- 
men, that,  when  great  local  discontent  is  com- 
bined in  those  sections  with  great  physical  power, 
and  with  aclmowledged  portions  of  sovereignty, 
the  inbred  ties  of  nature  will  be  too  8troaj|  for  tbe< 
artificial  ties  of  parchment  compact*  Hence  it 
results  that  the  essential  interests  of  the  great  com- 
ponent parts  of  our  association  ought  to  be  the 
polar  Kgbts  of  all  our  statesmen— by  them  they 
ahottid  guide  their  course.  According  to  the  bear- 
ings 9nd  variations  of  those  lights,  should  the 
statesmen  of  sucli  a  country  adjust  their  policy — 
alarays  bearing  in  mind  two  assurances,  as  funda- 
menul  principles  of  action,  which  the  nature  of 
things  teaches,  that,  although  temporary  circum* 
stances — party  spirit,  local  rivalries,  personal  jeal« 
onsies,  suggestions  of  subordinate  interests-^may 
weaken,  or  even  destroy,  for  a  time,  the  influenee 
of  the  leading  and  permanent  interests  of  any 
great  section  of  the  country,  yet  those  interests 
must  ultimately  and  necessarily  predominate,  and 
swallow  up  all  thdse  local  and  temporary  and  per- 
aonal  and  aubordinate  considerations ;  in  other 
words,  the  minor  interests  will  soon  begin  to  real- 
lee  the  essential  connexion  which  exists  between 
4heir  prosperity  and  the  prosperity  of  those  great 
interests  which,  in  such  sectiona  of  the  country, 
nature  has  made  predominant ;  and  that  Ho  polit- 
ical connexion  am5>ag  free  States  can  be  lasting^ 
-or  ought  to  be,  which  systematically  oppresses, or 
systematically  refuses  to  protect,  the  vital  inter- 
ests of  any  of  the  sovereignties  which  compose  it. ' 

I  have  recurred  to  these  general  considerations, 
to^  introduce  ^nd  elucidate  this  principle,  which 
is  the  basis  of  my  argument,  that,  as  it  is  the  in- 
cumbent duty  of  every  nation  to  protect  Its  essen- 
tial interests,  so,  it  is  the  moat  impressive  and 
critical  duty  of  a  nation,  composed  ot  a  voluntary 
association  of  vast,  powerful,  and  independent 
States,  to  protect  jthe  essential  interests  of  all  ita 
great  component  parts.  And  I  add^  that  this  pro- 
tection must  not  be  formal  or  fictitious,  but  that 
it  must  be  proportionate  to  the  greatness  of  those 
isterests,  and  of  a  nature  to  give  content  to  the 
Statea  concerned  in  their  protection. 
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Itt  reference  to  this  priDciple,  the  course  of  my 
reflections  will  be  guided  bf  two  general  inqui* 
ries — the  nature  of  the  interest  to  be  protected, 
and  the  nature  of  the  protection  to  be  ei tended. 
In  pursuing  these  inquiries,  I  shall  touch  ver^r 
slightly,  if  at  all,  on  the  abstract  duty  of  protec- 
tionj  which  is  the  rery  end  of  all  political  associ* 
ations,and,  without  the  attainment  of  which,  tbey 
are  burdens,  and  no  blessings.  But,  I  shall  keep 
it  mainly  in  my  purpose  to  establish  the  connez* 
ioiL  between  a  naval  force  and  commercial  pros- 
.  perity ;  and  to  show  the  nature  of  the  necessity, 
and  the  degree  of  our  capacity,  to  give  to  our  mar- 
itime rights  a  maritime  protection. 

In  contemplating  the  nature  of  the  interest  to 
be  protected,  three  prominent  features  strike  the 
eye,  and  direct  the  course  of  reflection,  viz:  its 
locality,  its  greatness,  and  its  permaikency. 

The  locality  of  any  great  interest,  in  an  associ* 
ation  of  States,  such  as  compose  this  Union,  will 
be  a  circumstance  of  primary  importance,  in  the 
estimation  of  every  wise  statesman.  When  a  great 
interest  is  equally  difiused  over  the  whole  mass, 
it  may  be  neglected  or  oppressed  or  even  aban- 
doned, with  less  hazard  of  internal  dissension. 
The  equality  of  the  pressure  lightens  the  burden. 
The  common  nature  of  the  interest  removes  the 
causes  of  jealousy.  A  concern,  equally  affecting 
the  happiness  of  every  part  of  the  nation,  it  is  nat*' 
ural  to  suppose,  is  equally  dear  to  all,  and  equally 
understood  by  all.  Henee  results  acquiescence 
in  any  artificial  or  political  embarrassment. of  it. 
Sectional  fears  and  suspicions,  in  such  case,  have 
no-food  for  support,  and  no  stimulant  for  activity. 
But,  it  is  far  otherwise  when  a  great  interest  is, 
from  its  nature,  either  wholly,  or  in  a  very  great 
proportion  local.  In  relation  to  such  a  local  inter- 
est, it  is  impossible  that  jealousies  and  suspicions 
should  not  arise,  whenerer  it  is  obstructed  by  any 
artificial  or  political  embarrassment ;  and  it  is  also 
impossible  that  they  should  not  be,  in  a  greater  or 
less  degree,  just.  It  is  true,  of  the  wisest  and  the 
best  and  the  most  thoughtful  of  our  species,  that 
they  are  so  constituted  as  not  deeply  to  realize  the 
importance  of  interests  which  affect  them  not  at 
all,  or  very  remotely.  Every  local  circle  of  States, 
as  well  as  of  individuals,  has  a  set  of  interests, 
in  the  prosperity  of  which,  the  happiness  of  the 
section  to  which  they  belong  is  identified  ; — in 
relation  to  which  interests,  the  hopes  and  the  fears, 
the  reasonings  and  the  schemes,  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  such  sections  are  necessarily  fashioned  and 
conducted.  It  is  morally  impossible^  that  those 
concerned  in  such  sectional  interests  should  not 
look  with  some  degree  of  jealousy  on  schemes 
adopted  in  relation  to  tliose  interests,  and  prose^ 
Cttted  by  men,  a.majority  of  whom  ^ave  a  very 
reniote  or  very  small  stake  in  them.  And  this 
jealousy  must  rise  to  an  eztreme  height,  when  the 
course  of  measures  adopted,  whether  they  have 
relation  to  the  management  or  the  protection  of 
such  interests,  whollv  eontrareae  the  opinions  and 
the  practical  experi'ence  of  the  persons  Jmmedi* 
ately  concerned  in  them.  This  coarse  of  reflec* 
tion  has  a  tendency  to  illustrate  this  idea — that, 
as  in  every  political  association  it  is  of  primaiy 


importance  that  the  great  idterests  of  etch  local 
section  should  be  skilTuliy  and  honestly  maoa^ 
and  protected,  so,  in  selecting  the  mode  and  mean 
of  management  and  protection,  an  especial  regard 
should  he  had  to  the  content  and  ratiooal  saiu- 
fa^ciion  of  those  most  deeply  concerned  id  ^cb 
sectfbnal  interests.  Theories  aad  speculatloniof 
the  .closet,  however  abundant  in  a  show  of  viv 
dom,  are  never  to  be  admitted  to  take  the  place 
of  those  principles  of  conduct  in  which  ezperieaee 
has  shown  the  proxperity  and  safety  of  sock  iDle^ 
ests  to  consist.  Practical  knowledge,  aod  liut 
sagacity  which  results  from  long  attention  togrci: 
interests,  never  fail  to  inspire  a  just  seir-co&d* 
dence  in  relation  to  those  interests-— a  coofidcBce 
not  to  be  browb^ten  by  authority,  nor  circaa- 
vented  by  any  general  reasoning.  Aod,  in  i 
national  point  of  view,  it  is  scarcely  of  moreio- 
portance  that  the  coarse  adopted  should  be  wise 
than  that  content  and  rational  satisfaciioo  sbooi 
be  given. 

On  this  topic  of  locality,  I  shall  confiae  mpe( 
to  one  or  two  very  plaia  statements.  It  seeoi 
sufficient  to  observe^  that  commerce  is,  from  ibt 
nature  of  things,  the  leading  interest  of  moreiki: 
oms-half,  and  that  \X  is  the  predominant  ioitrtst 
of  more  than  one- third,  of  the  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  The  States  north  of  the  Potomic 
contain  nearly  four  millions  of  souls ;  aod  sarelr 
it  needs  no  proof  to  convince  the  most  casual  oi>> 
server,  that  the  proportion. which  the  commereiL 
interest  bears  to  the  other  interests  of  that  grcn 
section  of  the  Union,  is  such  as  entities  it  to  ike 
denomination  of  leadiTig  interegt.  The  Sute 
north  of  the  Hudson  contain  nearly  two  and  aiuL' 
millions  of  souls ;  and  surely  there  is  as  little  utti 
of  proof  to  show  that  the  proportion  the  comlne^ 
cial  interest  bears  to  the  other  interests  of  litf 
Northern  section  of  the  Union,  is  such  as  eoiitie: 
it  there  to  the  denomination  of  predomisuUiH 
iniareH,  In  all  the  country  between  the  Poiomi: 
and  the  Hudson  the  interest  of  commerce  is  ^ 
great,  in  proportion  to  the  other  interests,  thttib 
embarrassment  clogs  and  weakeiu  the  energy  of 
every  other  description  of  industry.  Yet^  ^^ 
agricultural  and  manufacturing  interests  of  tlus 
section  are  of  a  nature  and  a  magnitude,  both  n 
respect  of  the  staples  of  the  one  aad  the  objects  o{ 
the  other,  as  render  them*  in  a  very  constderabie 
degree,  independent  of  the  commercial  Aod. 
although  thev  feel  the  effect  of  the  obstructioo  ot 
commerce,  tne  feelin^^  may  be  borne  foraloog 
lime,  without  much  individual  suffering,  or  aof 
ffeneral  distress*  But,  in  the  country  north  of  (ke 
Hudson,  the  proportion  and  connexion  of  these 
great  interests  are  different.  Both  agrieuliuivao^ 
manufactures  hare  there  grown  up  in  more  ioti- 
mate  relation  to  commerce.  The  industry  of  that 
section  habits  shape  and  energy  from  coiaisef' 
cial  prosperity.  To  the  construction,  the  sopplf 
and  the  support  of  navigation,  its  flBaoufacut^? 
have  a  direct  or  indirect  reference;  and  it  is  do: 
very  different  with  its  agriculture.  A  country  dt* 
vided  into  small  farms,  among  a  popolatioa  grea; 
compared  wi,th  its  extent,,  requires  quick  cirCQ* 
Ution  and  easy  proceasaa  in  the  exchange  of  iu 
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omipodities.  This  can  only  be  obtaiDed  by  an 
ctive  and  prosperous  comiQerce. 
lo  order  more  clearly  to  apprehend  the  locality 
ftbe  commercial  interest,  cast  your  eyes  upon  thf 
bstract  of  toon  age— lately  laid  upon  our  tables^ 
ccording  to  annual  custom — by  the  Secretary  of 
^e  Treasury,  and  it  will  be  found  that  the  aggre- 
ate  tonnage  of  the  United  States  is  1,424,000.  Of 
lis,  there  is  owned —  Tons, 

iBtwcen  the  MiasiMippi  and  the  Potomac  -  221,000 
letween  the  PotomM  aiMi  the  Hudson  -  321,000 
lodnorthof  the  Hudson  -        •        -  .     *     8d2»000 


Total 


1,424,000 


If  this  tonnage  be,  estimated,  new  and  old,  (as  it 
lay,  without  extravagance,)  at  an  average  value 
f  fifty  dollars  per  ton,  the  total  aggregate  value 
f  the  tonnage  of  the  Cnited  States  may  be  staled, 
a  round  nambers,  at  $70,000,000,    Of  which— 

^our-teventha  an  owned  north.oif  the  Hud* 
•on,  equal  to       -        -        ....  $40,000,000 

?wo-s6ventha  are  owned  between  the 
Hadion  and  the  Potomac,  equal. to      -    20,000,000 

)fle-8eventb  is  owned  south  of  the  Poto- 
mac, equal  to      -        •        -        -        -     10,000,000 

Total      .         -        -        .        .        -  $70,000,000 

To  place  the  locality  of  this  interest  in  a  light 
•till  more  striking  and  impressive.  I  state,  that  it 

? pears  by  that  abstract  that  the  single  State 
Maissachusetts,  alone,  possesses  nearly  half  a 
nillion  of  tonnage — precisely,  in  round  numbers, 
|96,00O  tons — an  amount  of  tonnage  equal,  within 
)0.000  tons,  to  the  whole  tonnage  owned  by  all 
be  States  south  of  the  Hudson. 

I  refer  to  this  excessive  disproportion  between 
ihe  tonnage  owned  in  difierent  States,  and  sec- 
ioDs  of  the  United  States,  rather  as  a  type  than 
is  an  estimate  of  the  greatness  of  the  compara- 
tive disproportion  of  the  whole  commercial  inter- 
est in  those  respective  States  and  sections.  The 
irQth  is,  this  is  much  greater  thah  the  proportion 
)f  tonnage  indicates,  inasmuch  as  the  capital  and 
the  industry  occupied  in  finding  employment  for 
this  great  amount  of  tonnage,  are  almost  whollv 
possessed  by  the  sections  of  the  country  to  which 
ihat  tonnage  belongs.  A  satisfactory  estimate  of 
the  value  of  that  capital  and  industry  would  re^ 
)uire  a  minuteness  of  detail  little  reconcileable 
either  with  your  patience,  or  with .  the  necessity 
of  the  present  argument.  Enough  has  been  said 
to  coavince  any  one  who  will  tale  the  trouble  to 
reflect  upon  the  subject,  that  the  interest  ia^  in  its 
Qature,  eminently  local ;  that  it  is  impossible  it 
can  be  systematically  abandoned,  without  con- 
Tulsiog  that  whole  section  of  country ;  and  that 
the  Slates  interested  in  this  commerce,  so  vital  to 
their  prosperity,  have  a  right  to  claim,  and  ought 
oot  to  be  content  with  less  than,  efficient  pro- 
tection. 

The  imperious  nature  of  this  duty  will  be  still 
further  enforced  by  considering  the  greatness  of 
^his  interest.  In  doing  this,  I  prefer  to  present  a 
tingle  view  of  it,  lest,  by  distracting  the  attention 


with  a  great  variety  of  particulars,  the  effect  of 
the  whole  should  be  lost  i^n  the  multitude  of  details. 
Let  us  inquire  into  the  amountof  property  annu- 
ally exposed  to  maritime  depredation,  and  what 
the  protection  of  it  is  worth  to  the  nation,  which' 
i^  its  proprietor.  An  estimate  of  this  kind  must 
necessarily  be  very  loose  and  general;  but  it  will 
be  sufficiently  accurate  to  answer  all  the  purposes 
of  the  argument.  For,  the  subject  is  of  that  mas- 
sive character,  that  a  mistake  of  many  millions 
makes  no  material  alteration  in  the  conclusion  to 
be  drawn  from  the  statemebt. 

For  the  following  estimate  of  the  value  of  freight 
and  tonnage,  I  am  indebted  to  an  honorable  friend 
and  colleastte,  (Mr.  Rebu,)  whose  information 
and  general  iiitelligence  concerning  commercial 
subjects  are,  perhaps,  not  exceeded  by  those  of 
any  gentleman  in  either  branch  of  Congress: 

The  total  export  of  the  United  States,  in  the  Treasury 
yisar  ending  October  1, 1807,  was  $108,000,000 ;  that, 
of  the  year  ending  October  1, 1811,  was  $61,000,000. 
The  average  value  exceeds  $80,000,000.  But,  to 
avoid  all  cavil,  I  state  tbe  annual  average  value  of 
exports  of  the  United  States  at    -        -  $70,000,000 

To  this,  add  the  annual  average  value  of 
the  shipping  of  the  United  States,  which, 
new  and  old,  cannot  be  less  than  $50 
per  ton,  and  on  1 ,40a,000  tons,  is  also    - .  70,000,000 

To  this,  add  the  annual .  average  valae  of 
freight,  out  and  home,  which,  calculated 

'  on  voyagea  of  all  deaeription,  may  be 
&irly  stated  at  $70  per  ton,  and  is      -    88,000»000 

To  this,  add  the  total  average  value  of  pro- 
perty annually  at  risk,  in  our  coasting 
trade,  which  cannot  be  less  than,  and 
probably  far  exceeds  -        -        -    .    -  100,000,000 

For  the  present  object,  I  may  be  permit- 
ted to  state  the  value  of  the  smll  and 
industry  of  our  seamen  to  their  country 

V  at  $500  each«  which,  for  120,000  sea- 
men, (the  unquestionable  number,)  is  -    60,000,000 

Making  a  gross  aggregate  of    -         $398,000,000 

Our  seamen  are  also  the  subjects  of  annual  ex- 
posure. The  valoie  of  this  hardy,  industrious,  and 
generous  race  of  men  is  not  to  be  estimated  in 
money-.  The  pride,  the' hope,  at>d  (if  you  would 
permit)  the  bulwark,  of  this  commercial  commu- 
nity, are  not  to  be  pot  into  the  scale  against  silver 
and  gold,  in  any  moral  or  political  estimate. 

Although  I  have  no  question  of  the  entire  cor- 
rectness of  the  foregoing  calculation,  yet,  for  the 
purpose  of  avoiding  every  objection  wnich  might 
arise  in  relation  to  the  value  of  freight  or  tonnage, 
I  put  out  of  the  question  ninety^millions  of  the 
estimate,  and  state  the  amount  of  annual  mari- 
time exposure  at  only  $300,000,000.  To  this,  must 
be  added  the  value  Of  the  property  on  our  sea- 
board— of  all  the  lives  of  our  citizens — ^and  of  all 
the  cities  and  habitations  on  the  coast,  exposed  to 
instant  insult  and  violation,  from  the  most  con- 
temptible maritime  plunderer.  No  man  can  think 
that  1  arti  extravagant,  if  I  add.  on  this  account,  ' 
an  amount  equal  to  that  annually  exposed  at  sea, 
.and  state  the  whole  amount  of  maritime  and  sea- 
I  coast  exposure,  in  round  numbers,  at  $600,000,000. 
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I  am  aware  that  this  estimate  falls  short  of  the 
reality.  I  know  that  the  safety  of  our  domestic 
hearths  and  our  altars,  and  the  security  of  ail  the 
dear  and  tender  objects  of  affection  anil  duty  which 
sarrottnd  them,  are  beyond  the  reach  of  pecuni- 
ary e9timates.  But  I  lay  these  considerations  out 
of  the  question,  and  simply  inquire,  what  is  the 
worth  of  a  rational  degree  of  security  in  times  of 
war  for  an  amount  of  property,  considering  it 
merely  as  an  interest  to  be  insured  at  the  market 
rate  of  the  worth  of  protection.  Suppose  an  indi- 
▼idual  had  a  property  at  risk  which  in  time  of 
peace  was  subject  to  so  much  plunder  and  insult, 
and  in  time  oi  war  was  liable  to  be  swept  away, 
would  he  not  be  deemed  unwise,  or  rather  abso- 
lutely mad,  if  he  neglected,  at  the  annual  sacri- 
fice of  one  or  two,  or  even  three  per  cent.,  to  obtain 
for  this  property  a  Tery  hi^h  degree  of  security — 
as  hi^h,  perhaps  as  the  Divine  will  permits  man 
to  enioy,in  relation  to  the  possession^ of  this  life; 
whicn.  according  to  the  fixed  dispensations  of  bis 
Providence,  are  necessarily  uncertain  and  transi- 
tory ?  But  suppose  that  mstead  of  one^  two,  or 
three  per  cent.,  he  could,  by  the.  regular  annual 
application  of  two-thirds  of  one  per  cent,  upon  the 
whole  amount  of  the  property  at  rii»k,  ootain  a 
security  thus  high  and  desirable  ]  to  what  language 
of  wonder  and  contempt  would  such  an  individ- 
ual subject  himself,  who,  at  so  small  a  sacrifice, 
would  refuse  or  neglect  to  .obtain  so  important  a 
blessing!  What,  then,  shall  be  said  of  a  nation 
thu^  neglecting  and  thus  refusing^  when  toitattach 
not  only  all  the  considerationsot  interest  and  pre- 
servation of  property  which  belong  to  the  indi* 
yidual,  but  other,  and  fa^  higher,  and  more  im- 
pressive— such  as  the  maintenance  of  its  peace, 
of  its  honor,  the  safety  of  the  lives  of  its  citizens, 
of  its  seaboard  from  devastation,  and  even,  per- 
haps, of  its  children  and  females  from  massacre 
or  orutal  violence !  Is  there  any  language  of  con- 
tempt and  detestation  too  strong  for  such  blind 
infatuation — such  palpable  improvidence?  For, 
let  it  be  remembered,  that  two-thirds  of  one  per 
cent,  upon  the  amount  of  property  thus  annually 
exposed  is  $4,000,000;  the  annual  systematic  a|>- 
propfiation  ot  which  amount  would  answer  all 
the  purposes  and  hopes  of  commerce — of  your 
cities  aira  seaboard. 

But,  perhaps,  the  greatness  of  this  interest,  and 
our  pecuniary  ability  to  protect  it,  ma^  be  made 
more  strikingiv  apparent  by  a  comparison  of  our 
commerce  with  that  of  Britain,  in  the  single  p4r^ 
ticular  of  export  I  state,  then,  as  a  fact,  of  which 
any  man  may  satisfy  himself  by  a  reference  to  Mc- 
Pherson's  Annals  of  Commerce,  where  the  tables 
of  British  export  may  be  found;  that^  takioti[  the 
nine  years  prior  tothe  war  of  our  Re  volution— from 
1766  to  1774,  inclusive-^tbe  total  average  export 
of  Great  Britain  was  £16,000,000  sterling  ;  equal 
to  $71,000,000— an  amount  less,  by  $10,000,000, 
than  the  present  total  average  export  of  the 
United  States.  And  again,  taking  ttie  nine  years 
beginning  with  1789,  and  ending  with  1797,  in- 
clusive, the  total  annual  average  export  of  Great 
Britain  was  X24,000,000  sterling— equal  to  $106,- 
000,000— which  is  less,  by  $2,000,000,  than  the 


total  export  of  the  United  Sutes  ia  1807.  Iib 
true,  that  this  is  the  facial  value  of  the  Briuit 
export,  and  that  the  real  value  is  somewhat  bigis 
— perhaps  thirty  per  cent.  ^  This  cireamsUBct 
although  it  in  a  degree  diminishes  the  ipproiH 
mat  ion  of  the  American  to  the  British  commtitt. 
in  point  of  amount,  does  not  materially  affect ue 
argument.  Upon  the  basis  «f  her  eommfret 
Great  Britain  maintains  a  maritime  foree  of  ^ 
or  1,000  vessels  of  war.  And  will  it  be  aerioa&if 
eon  tended,  that,  upon  the  basis  of  a  conotcni 
like  ours,  thus  treadinff  upon  the  lieek  of  Bhtisl 
greatness,  we  are  abaoiotelj  withoat  theahilaTi 
maintaining  the  security  of  our  acabaard,thesaletT 
of  our  cities,  and  the  anobstrooted  course  of  gc 
coasting  trade? 

By  recurring  to  the  permanency  of  this  iotfr 
est,  the  folly  and  madness  of  this  negligeaeeul 
misplaced  meanness — for  it  does  not  deserre  ut 
name  of  ecoaomj — will  be  still  more  distiidif 
exhibited.  If  this  commerce  were  the  miishr«a 
growth  of  a  night-^ff  it  had  iu  rigor  froa  ta 
temporary  excitement  and  the  aecumulated  nain- 
ment  which  warringelements  in  Sarope  hadtmyi 
from  the  places  of  their  natural  deposite-H^L 
indeed,  there  might  be  some  excuse  for  a  teapt' 
rizing  policy  touching  so  transitory  an  interfac 
But  commerce  in  the  Eastern  State*  is  of  do  ic;- 
eign  growth,  and  of  no  adventitious  seed ;  iur^ 
is  of  a  fibre  which  almost  tWo  ceotories  bin 
nourished ;  and  the  perpetuity  of  its  destiof  n 
written  in  legible  characters,  as  well  in  the  pticR 
of  the  country,  as  in  the  disposition  of  its  'iBh> 
itants.  Indeed,  sir,  look  aloag  your  whole  cuasL 
from  Passamaquoddy  to  Capes  Henry  aad  Cbarla 
and  behold  the  deep  and  (ar-winding  creeks  ii: 
inlets,  the  noble  basins,  the  projecting  headiaofi 
the  majestic  rivers ;  and  those  sounds  and  bap 
which  are  more  like  inland  seas,  than  aoytbti; 
called  by  those  names  in  other  quarters  of  U: 
globe  I  Can  any  man  do  this,  and  not  realize  tlti: 
the  destiny  of  the  people  inhabiting  such  a  eo» 
tr^r  is  essentialljf  maritime?  Can  any  maa  ds 
this,  without  being  impressed  by  the  conrietios. 
that,  although  the  poor  projects  of  politiciias  maf 
emtMarrass,  for  a  time,  the  dispositions  grovii^ 
out  of  the  condition  of  such  a  country,  ret,  (hii 
nature  will  be  too  strong  for  cobweb  regttiatiofi& 
and  will  vindicate  lier  rights  with  certaia  effect- 
perhaps  with  awful  perils  ?  No  nation  eret  dti 
or  ever  ought  to  resist  such  allurements  aod  ian- 
tations  to  a  particular  mode  of  industry.  Tltf 
purposes  of  Providence  relative  to  the  desiiaatioa 
of  men  are  to  be  gathered  from  the  circamstaoccs 
in  which  bis  beneficence  has  placed  them;  and  u 
refuse  to  make  use  of  the  means  of  prospencf 
which  his  goodness  has  put  into  our  baads,  what 
is  it  but  spurning  at  his  bonnty,  and  rejectiafihe 
blessings  which  his  infiqite  wisdom  has  desigaaie^ 
for  us,  by  the  very  nature  of  his  allotmeots?  The 
employments  of  industry,  connected  with  aarb 
gation  and  commercial  enterprise,  are  precious  to 
the  people  of  that  quarter  of  the  coantrj,  by  aa- 
cient  prejudice,  not  less  than  recent  prooL  T^ 
occupation  is  rendered  dear  and  venerable,  bf  atf 
th^  cherished  associations  of  our  iofaacy,  and  au 
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be  sage  and  priideDtial  maiims  of  oar  aacestors. 
Ud,  as  to  the  lessons  of  eneouragemeot,  derived 
roiD  recent  experience,  what  nation,  within  a 
imilar  period,  erer  received  so  many  that  were 
ireet  and  salutary  ?  What  nation,  in  so  short  a 
ime,  ever  before  ascended  to  such  a  height  of 
ommercial  greatness  ?  . 

It  has  been  said,  by  some  philosophers  of  the 
ther  hemisphere,  that  Nature,  in  this  New  Wprld^ 
ad  worked  by  m  sublime  scale ;  that  our  iQoun- 
lios  and  rivers  and  lakes  were,  beyond  all  com- 
trisoQ,  greater  than  anvthing  the  Old  World 
oald  boast  of;  that  she  nad  here  made  nothing 
imioutive,  except  Us  arUmaU.  And  ought  we 
ot  10  fear  that  the  bitterness  of  thia  sarcasm 
lould  be  concentrated  on  our  country  by  a  course 
f  policy  wholly  unworthy  of  the  magnitude  and 
Biure  of  the  interests  committed  to  our  cuardian- 
lip?  Have  we  not  reason  to  fear  that  some 
Btare  cynic,  with  an  asperity  which  truth  shall 
lake  piercing,  will  declare  that  all  things  in  the 
foited  States  are' great,  except  their  etateemen; 
nd  that  we  are  pigmies,  to  whom  Providence  has 
itrusted,  for  some-  inscrutable  purpose,  ffigan tic 
ibors ?  Can  we  deny  the  justice  of  such  sever- 
y  of  remark,  if,  instead  of  adopting  a  scale  of 
lOQght  and  a  standard  of  action  proportionate  to 
^e  greatness  of  our  trust,  and  the  multiplied  ne- 
essiiies  of  the  people,  we,  bring  to  our  task  the 
lere  measures  of  professional  industry,  and  mete 
ut  contributions  for  national  safety  by  our  fee- 
ibles,  oar  yard-sticks,  and  our  giti-pots?  Can 
re  refrain  from  subscribing^  to  the  truth  of  such 
eosQre.  if  we  do  hot  rise,  in  spme  degree  to  the 
eight  of  our  obligations,  and  teach  ourselves  to 
ODceive.aod  with  the  people  to  realize,  the  vast- 
ess  of  those  relations  which  are  daily  springing 
p  among  States  which  are  not  so  much  one 
Qopire  as  ^  congregation  of  empires  ? 

Having  concluded  what  I  intended  to  suggest, 
1  relation  to  the  nature  of  the  interest  to  be  pro- 
tcted,  I  proceed  to  consider  the  nature  of  the  pro- 
>ctioa  which  it  is  our  duty  to  extend.  And  here, 
Ir.  Speaker^ I  am  necessitated  to  make  an  observa- 

00  which  is  so  simple  and  so  obvious,  that  were  it 
Dt  for  the  arguments  urged  against  the  principle 

1  maritime  protection,  1  should  have  deemed  the 
lere  mention  of  it  to  require  an  apology*  The 
•mark  is  this:  that  rights,  in  their  nature  local, 
ID  only  be  maintained  where  they  exist,  and  not 
'here  they  do  not  exist.  If  you  had  a  field  to 
nend  in  Ueoivia,it  would  be  very  strange  to  put 
pa  fence  in  Massachusetts*  And  yet,  how  does 
Us  differ  from  invading  Canada,  for  the  purpose 
(defending our  maritime  rights?  I  beg  not  tp 
K  understood,  Mr.  Speaker,  by  this  remark,  as 
UeDdiog  to  chili  the  ardor  lor  the  Canada  expe- 
iUoQ.  It  is  very  true,  that,  to  possesa  onrselves 
I  the  Canadas,  and  Nova  Scoiia,  and  their  de- 
^Qdencies,  it  would  cost  these  United  States,  at 
^e  least  estimate,  950.000,000 ;  and  that  Great 
^ruain's  national  pride,  and  her  pledge  of  protec- 
^  to  the  people  of  that  country,  being  put  out 
I  the  question,  she  would  sell  you  the  whole  ter- 
^^ory  for  half  the  money.  I  make  no  objection, 
owever,  on  this  account.    On  the  contrary,  for 


the  purposes  of  the  present  argument,  I  may  admit 
that  pecuniary  calculation  ought  to  be  put  out  of 
the  field,  when  spirit  is  to  be  shown,  or  honor 
vindicated.  I  only  design  to  inquire  how  our  mar-^ 
itime  rights  are  protected  by  such  invasion.  Sup- 
pose that  in  every  land-project  you  are  success- 
ful*-^stt]}jiose  both  the  Canadas,  Cluebec,  Halifax, 
everything  to  the  North  pole,  yours  by  fair  con- 
quest— are  your  rights  on  the  ocean,  therefore, 
secure  ?  Does  your  flsff  float  afterwards  in  honor  ? 
Are  your  seamen  sa^  from  impressment  ?  Is 
your  course  along  the  highway  of  nations  unob- 
structed. No  one  pretends  it.  No  one  has  or  can 
show,  by  any  logical  deduction,  or  any  detail  of 
facts,  that  the  loss  of  thoa^  countries  would  so 
compress  Great  Britain  as  to  induce  her  to  aban- 
don for  one  hour  any  of  her  maritime  pretensions. 
What  then  results?  Why, sir — what  is  palpable 
aathe  day — that  maritime  rights  are  only  to  be 
maintained  by  maritime  means.  This  species  of 
protection  must  be  given,  or  all  clamor  about  mar- 
itime rights  will  be  understood,  by  the  people 
interested  in  them,  to  be  hollow  or  false ;  or  (what 
is  worse)  an  Intention  to  co-operate  with  the  ene- 
mies of  our  commerce  in  a  still  further  embar- 
rassment of  it. 

While  I  am  on  this  point,  I  cannot  refrain  from 
noticing  a  strange  solecism  which  seems  to  pre- 
vail, touching  the  lermjlag^.  It  is  talked  about 
as  though  there  was  something  mystical  in  its  very 
nature — as  though  a  rag,  with  certain  stripes  and 
stars  upon  it,  tied  to  a  stick,  and  called  aflag,  was 
a  wizard's  wand,  and  entailed  security  on  every- 
thing under  it,  or  within  its  sphere.  A  flag  is  the 
evidence  of  power.  A  land  fla^  is  the  evidence  of 
land  pOwer;'a  maritime  flag  is  the  evidence  of  mar- 
itime power.  You  may  have  a  piece  of  bunting 
upon  a  staff,  and  call  it  ajiag^  but.  if  you  have  no 
maritime  power  to  maintain  it,  you  have  a  name, 
but  no  reality ;  you  have  the  shadow,  without  the 
substance ;  you  have  the  sign  of  a  flag,  but  in  truth, 
you  have  no  flag. 

In  considering  this  subject  of  maritime  protec- 
tion, I  shall  recur  to  the  nature  and  degree  of  it, 
and  to  our  capacity  to  extend  it.  And  there,  we 
are  always  met,  at  the  very  threshold,  with  this 
objection :  **A  naval  force  requires  much  time  to 

get  it  into  readiness^  and  the  exigency  will  he  past 
efore  the  preparation  can  be  completed."  This 
want  of  foresight,  in  times  past,  is  made  an  apol- 
ogy for  want  of  foresight,  in  the  time  present. 
We  were  unwise,  in  the  beginning,  and  unwise 
we  resolve  to  continue,  until  the  end  of  the  chap- 
ter. We  refuse  to  do  anything  until  the  moment 
of  exigeqcy,  and  then  it  is  too  lale.  Thus  our 
improvidence  is  made  sponsor  for  our  disinclina- 
tion. But  what  is  the  law  of  nature  and  the  dic- 
tate of  wisdom,  on  this  subject?  The  casualties 
of  life,  the  accidents  to  which  man  is  exposed,  are 
the  modes  established  by  Providence  for  hi«  in- 
struction. This  is  the  law  of  our  nature.  Hence' 
it  is  that  adversity  is  said  to  k«ep  a  school,  for  cer- 
tain people,  who  will  learn  in  no  other.  Hetice, 
too,  the  poet  likens  it  to  '*a  toad,  ugly  and  veno- 
mous, which  bears  a  precious  jewel  in  his  head." 
And,  in  another  place,  but  with  the  same  general 
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relation,  ^  out  of  this  thorn  danger,  we  pluck  the 
flower  safety."  This  law  is  just  as  relative  to 
nations, as  it  is  to  individuals.  For,  notwithstand- 
ing all  the  vaunting  of  statesmen^  their  whole 
business  is  to  apply  an  enlarged  common  sense  to 
the  afiairs,  intrub-ted  to  their  roanagenoient.  It  is 
as  much  the  duty  of  the  rulers  of  a  State,  as  it  is 
that  of  an  individual,  to  learn  wisdom  from  mis- 
fortune, and  to  draw  from  every  particular  in- 
stance of  adversity,  those  maxims  of  conduct,  by 
the  collection  and  application  of  which,  our  in- 
tellectual and  moral  natures  are  distinguished  and 
elevated.  In  all  cases  of  this  kind,  the  inquiry 
ought  to  be,  is  the  exigency  peculiar,  or  is  it  gen- 
eral? Is  it  one.  In  which  human  effort  is  una- 
vailing, and  therefore,  requires  only  the  exercise 
of  a  resignation  and  wise  subn^ission  to  the  divine 
will ;  or  is  it  one  which  skill,  or  power,  may  limit 
or  obviate?  On  the  result  of  this  Inquiry  our  ob- 
ligations depend.  For  when  man  conducts  to- 
wards a  general  evil,  as  though  it  were  peculiar; 
or  when,  through  ignorance  Or  pusillanimity^  he 
neglects  to  use  the  means  of  relief,  or  prevention, 
to  the  extent  in  which  he  possesses  them;  if  he 
stretches  himself  out  in  a  stupid  languor,  and  re- 
fuses to  do  anything'because  he  finds  he  canaot 
do  everything,  then  indeed  all  his  clamors  against 
the  course  of  feature,  or  the  conduct  of  others,  are 
but  artifices,  by  which  he  would  conceal  from 
the  world,  perhaps  from  'himself,  the  texture  of 
his  own  guilt.  His  misfortunes  are,  in  such  case, 
his  crimes.  Let  them  proceed  from  what  source 
they  will,  he  is  himself,  at  least,  a  hand-worker 
in  the  fabric  of  his  own  miseries. 

Mr.  Speaker,  can  any  one  contemplate  the  ex- 
igency, which  at  this  day  depresses  our  country, 
and  for  one  moment,  deem  it  peculiar  ?  The  de- 
gree of  such  commercial  exigencies  n^ay  vary, 
but  they  must  always  exist.    It  is  absurd  to  sup- 

I>ose  that  such  a  population  as  is  that  of  the  At- 
antic  States  can  be  either  driven  or  decoyed  from 
the  ocean.  I(  in  just  as  absurd  to  imagine,  that 
wealth  will  not  invite  cupidity;  and  that  weak- 
ness will  not  insure  both  insuh  and  plunder.  The 
circumstances  of  our  age  makes  this  truth  signally 
impressive.  Who  does  not  see,  in  the  conduct  of 
Europe,  a  general  departure  from  those  common 
princinles,  which  once  constituted  national  mo- 
rality ?  What  is  safe,  which  power  can  seize,  or 
ingenuity  can  circumvent  ?  Or  what  truths 
more  palpable  than  these— -that  there  is  no  safety 
for  national  rights,  but  in  the  national  arm ;  and 
that  important  interests,  systematically  pursued, 
must  be  systematically  protected. 

Touching  the  nature  and  degree  of  that  mari- 
time protection,  which  it  may  be  Wise  in  this 
nation  to  extend  to  its  maritime  interests,  it  seems 
to  me,  that  our  exertions  should  rather  be  excited 
than  graduated,  by  the  present  exigency ;  that 
our  duty  is  to  inquire,  upon  a  general  scale,  what 
our  commercial  citizens  ha^e,  in  this  respect,  a 
right  to  claim ;  and  what  is  the  unquestionable 
obligation  of  a  commercial  nation,  to  so  great  a 
class  of  its  interests.  For  this  purpose,  mv  obser- 
vations will  have  referencci  rather  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  system,  than  to  the  provisions  of  the 


bill  Aow  under  debate.  Undoubtedly,  an  %^ft> 
priation  for  the  buitdiog  of  ten,  or  any  other  i-d- 
ditionaf  number  of  frigates,  would  be  so  distiKt 
a  manifestation  of  the  intention  of  the  Natiristl 
Legislature  to  extend  to  eomoierce  its  oatniii 
protection,  as  In  itself  to  outweigh  any  iheoneiif 
preference  for  a  maritime  force  of  higher  cin?- 
acter.  I  cannot,  therefore,  but  cordially  sappr. 
an  appropriation  for  a  species  of  protectioo  s: 
important  and  desirable*  Tet  In  an  argtioifr. 
having  relation  to  the  system,  father  than  to  th* 
occasion,  I  trust,  I  shall  have  the  ittdalgeocfsf 
the  House,  if  my  course  of  reflections  shoohltab 
a  wider  range  than  the  propositions  on  the  \z'k 
and  eknbrace,  within  the  scope  of  remark,  the^ 
eral  principles  by  which  the  nature  and  degmct' 
systematical  naval  protection  should  in  my  j^:^ 
ment  be  regulated. 

Here,  it  seems  hardly  necessary  to  obserie.iiir 
a  main  object  of  all  protection  is  satisfaetioc  n 
the  persons,  whose  interests  are  intended  to  U 
protected.  And  to  this  object  a  peculiar  atteatiD: 
ought  to  be  paid,  when  it  happens  that  themav- 
ity  of  the  rulers  of  a  nation*  are  composed  ofp^^ 
sons,  not  immediately  concerned  in  those  iQier?f.% 
and  not  generally  suspected  of  having  ao  cvc: 
whelming  attachmei>t  to  them.  In  suchasts'^ 
of  things,  it  is  peculiarly  important  that  theco:!r^ 
of  conduct  adopted  should  be  such  as  to  iodise 
systematic  intention  as  to  the  end,  and  wiseadap-^ 
tion  as  to  the  means.  For  in  no  other  war  en 
that  satisfaction  of  which  I  speak  result;  i:% 
which  is,  in  a  national  point  of  view,  at  ihesiEi 
time,  one  of  the  most  important  objects  of  G^^ 
ernmeut,  and  one  of  the  most  certain  erideccfi 
of  its  wisdom.  For  men,  interested  in  proteci::^ 
will  always  deem  themselves  the  best  jud^e^i^ 
the  nature  of  that  protection.  And  as  such  mn 
can  never  be  content  With  anything  short  of  ef- 
ficient protectioo,  according  to  the  nature  of  tie 
object,  so  instinct,  not  less  than  reason,  will  i^ 
struct  them  whether  the  means  you  emplof  re 
in  their  nature,  real  or  illusory.  Now,  io  ordfr 
to  know  what  will  give  this  satisfaction  to  the 
persons  interested,  so  desirable  both  to  them  asi 
to  the  nation,  it  is  necessary  to  know  the  nator? 
and  gradation  in  value  of  those  interests  aod  k 
extend  protection,  Qot  ao  much  with  a  hriih  i> 
with  a  discriminating  aod  parental  haod.  If  i' 
happen  in  respect  of  any  interest,  as  it  is  ackoovi* 
edged  on  all  sides  it  rs  at  present  the  case  wit: 
the  commerpial.thatit  cannot  be  protected  agaio^i 
all  the  world  to  the  utiermost  of  its  greatness aci 
dispersion,  then  the  inquiry  occurs  what  braccb 
of  this  interest  is  most  precious  to  coramerc^sl 
men,  and  what  is  the  nature  of  that  protecdra 
which  will  give  to  it  the  highest  degree  of  cer- 
tainty of  which  its  nature  is  susceptible?  It  bis 
been  by  the  result  of  these  two  inquiries,  io  oT 
tnind,  that  its  opinion  has  been  determioed  coc 
cerning  the  objects  and  the  degree  of  proteciioQ 

Touching  that  branch  of  interest  which  ismc/- 
precious  to  commercial  men.  it  is  impossible  tha^ 
there  can  be  any  mistake,  ^or  however  dear  tbe 
interests  of  property  or  of  life,  exposed  upon  i^ 
ocean,  may  -be  to  their  owners  or  their  Ihe&i^i 
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et  the  safety  of  our  alxars  and  of  oar  firesides,  oi* 
ur  cities  apd  of  our  seaboard,  must,  froiii  the  na- 
ire  of  things,  be  eotwioed  iuto  the  afiections  by 
es  iocomparably  more  strong  aud  tender.  And 
;  happens  that  both  national  pride  and  honor  are 
eculiarly  identified  with  the  support  of  these 
rimary  objects  of  commercial  interest,    v 

It  is  io  this  view.  I.^ate  that  the  first  and  most 
Dportaot  object  of  the  nation  ought  to  be  such  a 
aval  force  a^shall  give  such  a  debtee  of  rational 
•cority,  as  the  natore  of  the  subject  admits,  to 
or  cities,  and  seaboard,  and  coasting  trade;  that 
)e  system  of  maritime  protection  ought  ^  rest 
pon  this  basis  *,  and  that  it  should  not  attempt  to 
0  further,  until  these  objects  are  secured.  And 
have  Dp  hesitation  to  declare,  that  until  such  a 
laritime  force  be  systematically  maintaiiied  by 
bis  nation,  it  shamefully  neglects  its  most  iitipqr- 
iDt  duties  and  most  critic^rinterests. 

With  respect  to  the  nature  and  extent  of  ,this 
aval  force,  some  difference  of  opinion  may  arise, 
ccordiDg  to  the  view  taken  of  the  primary  ob- 
ects  of  protection.  For  myself,  I  consider,  that 
bse  objects  are  first  to  be  protected,  in  the  safe- 
f  of  which  the  national  character  and  happiness 
remost  deeply  interested.  And  these  are  chiefly 
OQcerDed,  beyond  all  question,  in  the  preset va- 
loa  of  our  mariti  me  settlements  from  pillage  and 
or  coast  from  violence.  For  this  purpose,  it  is 
equisite  that  there  shoqld  be  a  ship  of  war  for 
be  harbor  of  every  great  city  of  the  United 
states,  equal,  in  point  of  force,  to  the  usual  gtade 
i  sbips-of-the-line  of.  the  maritime  belligerents, 
ihese  ships  might  be  so  instructed  as  to  actsingly 
r  together,  as  circumstances  might  require.  My 
easoQ  (or  the  selection  of  this  species  of  force  is, 
bt  it  puts  every  ciiy  and  great  harbor  of  the 
laited  States  in  a  state  of  security  from  the  insults, 
od  (he  iahabitaiUs  of  your  seacoast  from  the  dep- 
edatioQ,  of  any  single  ship  of  war  of  any  nation. 
^Q  these  should  be  added  a  number  of  frigates 
od  smaller  vessels  of  war.  By  such  means  our 
oastioff  trade  might  be  protected,  the  mouths  of 
ur  harbors  secured  (in  [i^rticular  that  of  the  Mis- 
issippi)  from  the  buccaneers  of  the  West  Indies, 
Qd, hereafter  perhaps,  from  those  of  South  Amer- 
;«.  A  system ^of  protection,  graduated  upon  a 
;ale  so  conforinable  to  the  nature  of  the  couutry, 
od  to  the  greatness  of  the  commercial  interest. 
rould  tend  to  quiet  that  spirit  of  jealousy  which 
iDaturally  and  sojustly  begins  to  spring  upamooff 
)e  States.  Those  interested  in  commerce  would 
are  little  what  local  influences  predominated,  or 
ow  the  ball  of  power  vibrated  among  our  fac- 
oDs,  provided  an  efficient  protection  of  their 
fiseutial  interests,  upon  systematic  princip|e3,was 
ot  only  secured  by  the  letter  of  the  Constitution, 
(It  assured  by  a  spirit  pervading  every  descrip- 
on  of  iheir  rulers. 

But  it  is  said,  that  ^'  we  have  not  capacity  to 
maintain  such  a  naval  force."  Is  it  want  of  pe- 
Qaiary  or  want  of  physical  capacity  ?  In  rela- 
ion  to  our  pecuniary  capacity,  I  will  not  conde- 
ccod  to  add  any  proof  to  that  plain  statement 
iready  exhibited,  showing-  that  we  haye  an  an- 
lual  commercial  exposure,  equal  to  six  hundred 
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millions  of  dollars,  and  that  two-thirds  of  on^ 
per  cent,  upon  this  amount  of  value,  or  four 
millions  of  dollars,  is  more  than  is  necessary,  if 
annually  and  systematically  appropriated,  for 
this  great  object ;  so  anxiouslv  and  rightfully' 
desired  by  your  seaboard,  and  so  essential  to 
the  honor  iind  obligations  of  the  nation.  I  will 
only  make  a  single  other  statement,  by  way  of 
illustrating  the  smallness  of  the  annual  appropri- 
ations, necessary  for  the  attainment  of  this  im- 
portant purpose.  The  annual  appropriaton  of 
one-sixth  of  one  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  the 
value  of  the  whole  aniHial  commercial  exposure, 
(one  million  of  dollars,)  is  sufficient  to  build  in 
two  years,  six  seventy-four  gun  ships ;  and  taking 
the  average  expense  in  peace  and  war,  tbeannuiU 
appropriation  of  the  same  sum  is  suflicient  to 
maintain  them  afterwards,  in  a  condition  for  ef- 
ficient service.  This  objection  of  pecuniary  ina- 
bility, may  be  believed  in  the  interior  country, 
where  the  greatness  of  the  conunercial  property 
and  all  the  tender  obligations  connected  with  its 
preservation,  are  not  realized.  But,  in  the  cities 
abd  in  the  commercial' States,  the  extent  of  the 
national  resources  is  more  truly  estimated.  They 
know' the  magnitude  of  the  interests  at  stake  and 
their  essential  claim  to  protection.  Why,  «ir, 
were  we  seriously  to  urge  this  objection  of  pe- 
cuniary incapacity,  to  the  commercial  men  of 
Massachusetts,  they  would  laugh  us  to  scorn.  Let 
me  state  a  single  fact.  In  the  year  1745,  the 
State,  then  the  colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  in- 
cluded a  population  of  220,000  souls,  and  yet,  in 
that  infant  state  of  the  country,  it  owned  a  fleet 
consisting  of  three  ships,  one  of  which  carried^ 
twenty  guns,  three  snows,  one  brig,  and  three 
sloops;  being  an  aggregate  often  vessels  of  war. 
These  partook  of  the  dangers,  and  shared  in  the 
glory,  of  that  expedition  which  terminated  with 
the  surrender  of  Louisburgl  .  Comparing  the 
population,  the  extent  of  territory,  the  capital,  and 
all  the  other  resources  of  this  great  nation,  with 
the  narrow  means  of  the  colony  of  Massachusetts 
at  that  period  of  its  history,  it  is  not  extravagant 
tq  assert,  that  the  fleet  it  then  possessed,  in  pro- 
portion to.  its  pecuniary  resources,  was  greater 
than  would  be,  in  proportion  to  the  resources  of 
the  United  States,  a  fleet  of  fifty  saiUof-the-line 
and  one  hundred  frigates.  With  what  language 
of  wonder  and  admiration  dpes  that  great  orator 
and  prince  of  moral  statesmen,  Edmund  Burke, 
in  his  speech  for  conciliation  with  America,  speak 
•of  the  commerce  and  enterprise  of  that  people  ! 
''  When  we  speak  of  the  commerce  with  our 
'  colonies,  fiction  lags  after  truth ;  invention  is 
*  unfruitful,  and  imagination  cold  and  barren." 
*'No  sea  but  what  is  vexed  with  their  fisheries. 
'No  climate  that  is  not  witness  to  their  toils. 
'  Neither  the  perseverance  of  Holland,  nor  the 
'  activity  of  France,  nor  the  dextrous  and  firm 
'  sagacity  of  English  enterprise,  ever  carried  this 
'  most  periloiis  mode  of  hard  industry  to  (he  ex- 
'  tent  to  which  it  has  been  pushed,  by  this  recent 
'  people  ;  a  people  who  are  still,  as  it  were,  but 
'  in  the  gristle  and  not  yet  hardened  into  the  bone 
'of  manhood."    And  shall  the  descendants  of 
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such  a  people  be  told  that  their  commercial  rights 
are  not  worth  defending,  that  the  national  arm  i^ 
not  equal  to  their  protection  ?  And  this  too,  after 
the  lapse  of  almost  forty  years  has  added  an  ex- 
tent tp  their  commerce  oeyond  all  parallel  in  his- 
tory, and  after  the  strength  and  resources  associ- 
ated to  protect  them  excee^I,  in  point  of  pop- 
ulation, seven  millions  of  souls,  possessing  a  real 
and  personal  capital,  absolutdy  incalculable? 

Our  pecuniaiy  capacity,  then,  is  unquestion- 
able ;  but  it  is  said  we  are  deficient  in  physical 
power.  It  is  stmnge  that  those  who  urge  this  ob- 
jection, assert  it  only  as  it  respects  Great  Britain, 
and  admit,  either  expressly,  or  by  implication,  (in- 
deed, they  cannot  deny.)  that  it  is  within  pur 
physical  capacity  to  mamtain  our  maritime  rights 
against  every  other  nation.  Now,  let  it  be  granted 
that  we  hare  such  an  utter  incapacity  in  relation 
to  thiB  British  naval  power ;  grant  th^t  at  the  nod 
of  that  nation,  we  mu$t  abandon  the  ocean  to  the 
very  mouths  of  our  harbors,  nay,  our  harbors 
themselves.  What  then  ?  Does  it  follow  that  a 
naval  force  is  useless  ?  Because  we  must  submit 
to  have  our  rights  plundered  by  one  Power,  does 
it  follow  that  we  must  be  tame  and  submissive  to 
every  other?  Look  at  the  fact.  We  have,  with- 
in these  ten  years,  lost  more  property  by  the  plun- 
der of  the  minor  naval  Powers  of  Europe,  France 
included,  than  would  haVe  been  enough  to  have 
built  and  maintained  twice  the  number  of  ships, 
sufficient  for  our  protection  asfainst  their  depreoa- 
tions.  I  cannot  exceed  the  fact,  when  I  state  the 
loss  within  that  period,  by  those  Powers,  at  thirty 
millions  of  dollars.  Our  capacity  to  defend  our 
comn^erce  against  every  one  of  these  Powers  is 
undeniable.  Because  we  cannot  maintain  our 
rights  against  the  strong,  shall  we  bear  insult  and 
invite  plunder  from  the  weak  ?  Because  there  is 
one  leviathan  in  the  ocean,  shall  every  shark  sati- 
ate his  maw  on  our  fatness  with  impunity  ? 

Butj  let  us  examine  this  doctrine  of  utter  in- 
ability to  maintain  our  maritime  rights  against 
Great  Britain,  so  obtrusively  and  vehemently 
maintained  by  some  who  clamor  the  most  vio- 
lently against  her  insults  and  injuries.^  If  the 
project  were  to  maintain  our  maritime  rights 
against  that  mistress  of  the  sea  bv  convoys  spread 
oyer  every  ocean,  there  would,  indeed,  he  some- 
thing ludicrously  fanciful  and  wild  in  the  propo- 
sition. But  nothing  like  this  is  either  proposed 
or  desired.  The  humility  of  commercial  hope, 
in  reference  to  that  nation,  rises  no  higher  than 
the  prptection  of  our  harbors  and  the  security  of 
our  coasts  and  coasting  trade.  Is  it  -possible  that 
such  a  power  as  this  shall  be  denied  to  exist  in 
this  nation  ?  If  it  exist,  is  it  possible  that  its  ex- 
ercise shall  be  withheld  ? 

Look  at  the  present  state  of  our  harbor^  and 
seacoast.  See  their  exposure.  I  will  not  say  to 
the  fleets  of  Great  Britain,  but  to  any  single  soip- 
of-tho'line,  to  any  single  frigate,  to  any  doop  of 
war.  It  is  true  the  policy  of  that  nation  induces 
her  to  regard  your  prohibitory  laws,  and  her  ships 
now  seldom  visit  your  ports.  But  suppose  her 
policy  should  change  ;  suppose  any  one  of  her 
ships  of  war  should  choose  to  born  any  of  the 


nuinerous  settlements  upon  your  seacoast,  or  u 
plunder  the  inhabitants  of  it;  would  there  doiIk 
bome  security  to  those  exposed  citizeas.  if  a  diti 
force  were  lying  in  every  great  harbor  of  tae 
United  States  competent  to  protect  or  avenge  tiie 
aggression  of  any  single  ship  of  war.  of  wbv.- 
ever  force  7  Would  not  the  knowledge  of  iu 
existence  teach  the  naval  commanders  of  tbai 
nation  both  caution  and  respect  ?  Sir,  it  i$  vcr- 
thy  of  this  nation,  and  fully  within  its  capaou 
to  tnaintain  such  a  fbrce.  Not  a  sino^ie  Sea  Bal 
should  put  bis  head  orer  onr  acknowledged  vaicf 
line  Without  finding  a  power  sufficient  to  tah 
him  by  the  borns. 

But  it  is  said  that  "  in  case  of  actual  war  vitk 
Great  Britain,  our  ships  would  be  useless.  S» 
would  come  and  take  them."  In  reply  to  t:ii< 
objection,  I  shall  not  recur  to  tho^e  details  of  cir- 
cumstances, already  so  freqaenlly  stated,  wiiic: 
would  give  our  ships  of  war  fighting  on  their ow: 
coasts,  and  in  the  proximity  of  relief  and  sopp!? 
so  many  advantages  over  the  ships  of  a  oaiisi 
obliged  to  come  three  thousand  miles  to  tfaecosr 
bat.  But  allowing  this  argument  from  British B^ 
val  superiority  its  fuH  force,  I  ask,  What  ism: 
temper  on  which  a  nation  can  most  safely  reir is 
the  day  of  trial?  Is  it  that  which  takes couosrioi 
fear,  or  that  which  listens  only  to  the  suggestisci 
of  duty  ?  Is  it  that  which  magnifies  all  ther^ 
dangers  until  hope  an^  exertion  are  paralf zni  n 
their  first  germinations  ?  Or  is  it  that  which  dam 
to  attempt  noble  ends  by  appropriate  meaci: 
whicb,  wisely  weighing  the  nature  of  anyaniKi- 
pated  exigency,  prepares  according  to  its  powih 
resolved  that  whatever  else  it  may  want,  to  iwc 
it  will  never  be  wanting?  Grant  all  lh«t  isai 
concerning  British  naval  superiority  in  theerts' 
of  war,  has  comparative  weakness  nothing  to  bopr 
from  opportyntty?  Are  not  the  circttmsiaw* 
in  which  this  country  and  Great  Briuin  woai<li« 
placed,  relative  to  naval  combats  upon  oar  or, 
coast,  of  a  nature  to  strengthen  the  hope  o[  »a:i 
an  opportunity  ?  Is  it  of  no  worth  to  a  aaiioa  t^ 
be  in  a  condition  to  avail  itself  of  coojoaetEtr?: 
and  occurrences  ?  Mr.  Speaker,  preparation  ij 
such  cases  is  everything.  All  history  is  rcpl«ij 
with  the  truth  that  the  **  battle  is  not  al  vafs  to  (b 
strong,  but  that  time  and  chance  happ«J>  to>'|j 
.  Suppose  that  Great  Britain  should  send  twein 
seventy-fours  to  burn  our  cities  or  lay  waste  oa 
coasts ;  mig^ht  not  such  a  naval  force  be  dispersH 
by  storms,  diminished  by  shipwrecks,  or  dete.H 
and  weakened  by  the  events  of  the  voyage  ^ 


such  case,  woulcl  it  be  nothing  to  have  c?en  hi^ 
that  number  of  line-of-battle-ships,  in  a  slate  cj 
vigorous  preparation,  ready  to  take  the  adraiittg^ 
of  so  probable  a  circumstance,  and  so  proTidefij 
tial  an  interposition?  The  adage  of  oor scboci 
books  is  as  true  in  relation  to  States  as  to  meo  |^ 
common  life,  "Heaven  helps  those  who  hd; 
themselves."  It  is  almost  a  law  of  nature.  Gj» 
grants  everything  to  wisdom  and  virtue.  He<i- 
nies  everything  to  folly  and  baseness.  Butst^ 
pose  the  worst.  Grant  that  in  a  battle  suebs: 
our  brave  seamen  ^ould  fight  in  defence  of  ^^\ 
country,  oar  nav&l  force  1^  vanquished,   ^f^ 
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hen  7  Did  eDeraies  ever  plattder  or  violate  more 
lerceljr  wh^  weakened  and  crippled  by  the  effects 
rf  a  bard-bought  victory,  thao  wbeo  flushed,  their 
'eiDs  full,  they  rush  upon  their  prey  with  cupid- 
iy  stimulated  by  contempt?  Did  any  foe  ever 
;nint  to  pusiDaniraity.what  it  would  bare  denied 

0  prowess  ?  To  be  conquered  is  not  always  to 
«  disgraced.  The  Jieroes  who  shall  perish  in 
uch  coibbats,  shall  not  fall  m  vain  for  their  coun- 
ty. Their  blood  will  be  themost  precious^  as  well 
»  the  strongeat  cement  of  our  Union.  What  is 
t  that  constitutes  the  moral  tie  of  our  nation  ?  Is 
t  that  paper  contract  called  the  Constitution  ? 
Why  is  it  that  the  man  of  Yiffffinia,  the  man  of 
[Carolina,  and  the  man  of  Massacbusetts,  are 
learer  to  each  other  than  is,  to  either,  the  man  of 
k)uih  America  or  the  West  Indies?  Locality 
tas  little  to  do  with  implanting  this  inherent  fieel- 
Dg,  and  personal  acquaintance  less.  Whence, 
heo,  does  it  result,  but  from  that  moral  sentiment 
vhich  pervades  all,  and  is  precious  to  all,  of  hav- 
og  shared  common  dan^rers  for  the  attainment 
)f  common  blessings.  The  strong  ties^f  every 
wople  are  those  which,  spring  from  the  keart  and 
wine  through  the  afiections.  The  family  com- 
net  of  the  States  has  this  for  its  basis,  that  their 
teroei  have  miogied  their  blood  in  the  same  con- 
estsj  that  all  kiave  a  common  right  in  their  glo- 
y ;  that,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expression,  in 
he  temple  of  patriotism  all  ha.ve  the  same  wor- 

But  it  is  inquired,  *^  what  effect  will  this  policy 
uive  upon  the  present  exigency  ?"  I  answer,  the 
iappiesi  in  every  respect.  To  exhibit  a  definitive 
Bteot  to  maintain  maritime  rights,  by  maritime 
neaos,  what  is  it,  but  to  develop  new  stamina 
)f  national  character  ?  No  nation  can  or  has  a 
ight  to  hope  respect  from  others,  which  does  not 
irst  learn  to  respect  itself.  And  how  is  this  to 
w  attained  ?  By  a  course  of  conduct,  conforma- 
)le  to  its  duties  and  relative  to  Us  condition.  If 
t  abandons  what  it  ought  to  defend,  if  it  flies 
lom  the  field  it  is  bound  to  maintain,  how  can 
i  hope  for  honor?  To  what. other  inheritance 
8  it  entitled,  but  disgrace?  Foreign  nations  on- 
loobledly  look  upon  this  Union  witheyes  loogread 
a  the  history  of  man ;  and  with  thoughts  deeply 
rersed  in  the  effects  of  passion  and  interest  npon 
odependent  States,  associated  by  tiea^  so  appav- 
iDtly  slight  and  novel.  They  understand  well, 
hat  the  rivalries.among  the  great  interests  of  such 
states;  the  natural  envyings,  which  in  all  conn- 
ries  spring  between  agricnllure.  commerce,  and 
DaQufactures ;  the  inevitable  jealousies  and  fears 
n  each  other,  of  South  and  North,  interior  and 
leaboard;  the  incipient  or  progressive  rancor  of 
Arty  animosity;  are  the  essential  -weaknesses 
)f  sovereignties  thus  combined.  Whether  these 
Auses  shall  operate,  or  whether  they  shall  cease, 
oreigQ  nations  will  gather  from  the  features  of 
>ur  policy.  They  cannot  believe  that  such  a  na- 
ioD  is  strong  in  the  affections  of  its  associated 
Arts,  when  they  see  the  vital  interests  of  whole 
Stales  abandoned.  But  reverse  this  policy ;  show 

1  definitive  and  stable  intent  to  yield  the  natural 
woteetion  to  sooh  essential  intereats;  then  they 


will  respect  you.-   And  to  powerful  nations  honox 
comes  attended  by  safety. 

Mr.  Speaker— What  is  national  disgrace?  Of 
what  9tuff  is  it  composed?  is  a  nation  disgraced 
because  its  flag  is  insulted ;  because  its  seamen 
are  impressed ;  bec(iytse  its  course,  upon  the  high- 
way of  ihf  ocean, -is  obstructed  ?  No, sir.  Abstract- 
edly considered,  all  this  is  not  disgrace.  Because 
all  this  may  happen  to  a  nation,  so  weak  as  not  to 
be  able  to  maintain  the  dignity  of  its  flag,  or  the 
freedom  of  its  citizens,  or  the  safety  of  its  course. 
Natural  weakness  is  never  disgrace.  But,  sir,  this 
is  disgrace:  when  we  submit  to  insult,  and  to  in- 
jury, which  we  have  the  power  to  prevent  or  re- 
dress. Its  essen  tial  constituen  ts  are  wan  l  of  sense  oc 
want  of  spirit.  When  a  nation  with  ample  means 
for  its  defence,  is  so  thick  in  the  brain,  as  not  to 
put  them  into  a  suitkble  state  of  preparation ;  or, 
when,  with  a  sufficient  muscular  force,  it  is  so 
tame  in  spirit  as  to  seek  sal^ety  not  in  manly  effort  ^ 
but  in  retirement;  then  a  nation  is  disgraced; 
then  it  shrinks  from  its  high  and  sovereign  char- 
acter, into  that  of  (he  tribe  of  Issachar,  crouching 
down  betweeii  two  bnrdens — the  French  burden 
ou  the  one  side,  and  the  British  burden  on  the 
other — so  dull,  so  lifeless,  so  stupid,  that,  were  it 
not  for  its  braying,  it  could  not  be  distinguished 
from  the  clod  of  the  valley. 

It  is  impossible  for  European  nations  not  to 
know,  that  we  ar^  the  second  commercial  country 
in  the  world ;  that  we  have  more  than  seven  mil- 
lions of  people;  with  less  annual  expenditure, 
and  more  unpledged  sources  of  revenue,  than  any 
nation  of  the  civilized  world.  Yet  a  nation  thus 
distinguished,  abounding  in  wealth,  in  enterprise, 
and  in  power,  is  seen  flying  away  from  the  ''un- 
profitable contest,''  abandoning  the  &,eld  of  con- 
troversy ;  taking  refuge  behin J  ks  own  doors,  and 
softening  the  rigors  of  oppression  abroad,  by  a 
comparison,  with  worse  torments,  at  home.  Ought 
such  a  nation  to  ask  for  respect  1  Is  there  any 
other  mode  of  relief  from  this  depth  of  disgrace, 
than  by  a  change  of  national  conduct  and  char- 

actet? 

With  respect  to  Great  Britain,  it  seems  impos- 
sible that  such  a  change  in  our  policy  should  not 
be  auspicious.  No  nation  ever  did,  or  ever  can 
conduct  towards  one  that  is  true,  in  the  same  way 
as  it  conducts  towards  one  that  is  false  to  all  its 
obligationii.  CJear  conceptions  of  interest  and 
fiaitbful  fulfilment  of  duty,  as  certainly  insure, 
sooner  or  later^honor  and  safety,  as  blindness  to 
interest  and  aoandonment  of  duty  do  assuredly 
entail  disgrace  aiMl  embarrassment..  In  relation 
to  the  principle  which  regulates  the  commercial 
conduct  of  Great  Britain  towards  the  United 
States,  there  is  much  scope  for  diversity  of  opin- 
ion. Perhaps  those  judge  most  truly  who  do  not 
attribute  to  her  any  very  distinct  or  uniform  sys- 
tem of  action  in  relation  to  us ;  but  who  deem  her 
course  to  result  from  views  of  temporary  exoedi- 
ehcy  growing  out  of  the  circumstances  of  the 
time,  and  the  character  of  our  Administration* 
If  this  be  the  case,  then,  whatever  course  of  con- 
duct has. a  tendency  to  show  a  change  in  the 
character  of  the  American  policy,  must  prodii^ 
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a  proportionate  cbange  in  that  of  the  British. 
And  if  tameness  and  systematic  abandonment  of 
oar  commercial  rights  have  had  the  effect  to  bring 
upon  us  so  many  miseries,  a  eontrary  course  of 
conduct,  having  for  its  basis  a  wise  spirit  and  sys- 
tematic naval  support,  it  may  well  be  hoped  will 
have  the  opposite  effect  of  rene  wtnff  our  prosperity. 
Bot  if  it  be  true,  as  is  so  frequently  andvSo^sonfi- 
dently  asserted,  that  Qreat  Britain  is  jealous  of 
our  commercial  greatness;  if  it  be  true  that  she 
would  depress  us  as  rivals  j  if  she  begins  to  fe> 
ipard  us  as  a  Power  which  may  soon  curb,  if  not 
in  aftertimes  spurn  her  proud  control  on  her  fa- 
vorite element,  then  indeed  she  may  be  disposed 
to  quench  the  ardor  of  our  naval  enterprise  $  then 
indeed,  it  may  be  her  care  so  to  shape  the  course 
of  her  policy  as  to  deprive  our  commerce  of  all 
hope  of  its  natural  protection  ;  and  to  co-operate 
with  and  cherish  such  an  Administration  in  this 
country,  as  hates  a  naval  force  and  loves  com- 
mercial restriction.  In  this  view  of  her  policy ; 
and  I  am  far  from  asserting  it  is  not  correct, 
is  it  not  obvious,  that  she  may  be  content  with 
the  present  condition  of  our  commerce  ?  Except 
acknowledged  colonial  vassalage,  what  state  of 
things  woula  be  more  desirable  to  her?  The 
whole  sea  is  her  own.  Her  American  rival  tamely 
makes  session  of  it  to  her  possession.  Our  com- 
"mercial  capital  is  already  seeking  employment 
in  her  cities ;  and  out  seamen  In  her  ships*  What 
then  results?  Is  it  not  on  this  view  of  her 
policy,  undeniable  that  an  Administration  in  this 
country,  for  the  purposes  of  Great  Britain,  is 
such  as  thinks  commerce  not  worth  having,  or 
not  worth  defending ;  such  as  in  every  scheme  of 
nominal  protection,  meditates  to  it  nothing,  but 
additional  embarassment  and  eventual  abandon- 
ment"? Must  not  such  an  Administration  be  con- 
venient to  a  British  Ministry,  if  such  be  British 
policy  ?  And  if  British  Ministers  should  ever  find 
such  an  Administration  in  this  country,  made  to 
their  bands,  may  we  not  anticipate  that  they  wiU 
take  care  to  manage  with  a  view  to  its  continu- 
ance in  power?  Of  all  policy  the  most  ominous 
to  British  ascendancy  is  that  of  a  systematic  mari- 
time defence  of  our  maritime  rights. 

The  general  effect  of  the  policy  I  advocate,  is 
to  produce  confidence  at  home  and  respect  abroad. 
These  are  twin  shoots  from  the  same  stock,  and 
never  fail  to  flourish  or  fade  together.  Confidence 
is  a  plant  of  no  mushroom  growth  and  of  no  ar- 
tificial texture.  It  springs  only  from  sage  coun* 
sels  and  generous  endeavors.  The  protection  you 
extend  must  he-efficient  and  suited  to  the  nature 
of  the  object  you  profess  to  maintain.  If  it  be 
neither  adequate  nor  appropriate)  your  wisdom 
may  be  doubted,  your  motives  may  be  distrusted,. 
but  in  vain  you  expect  confidence.  The  inhabi- 
tants of  the  seaboard  will  inquire  of  their  own 
senses  and  not  of  your  logic,  concerning  the  real- 
ity of  their  protection. 

'  As  to  respect  abroad,  what  course  can  be  more 
eertain  to  insure  it?  What  object  more  honora- 
ble, what  more  dignified  than  to  behold  a  great 
nation  pursuing  wise  ends  by  appropriate  means; 
nsing  to  adopt  a  series  of  systematic  exertions. 


•suited  to  her  power,  and  adequate  to  htr  pnrpoint 
What  object  more  consolatory  to  the  friends- 
what  more  paralyzing  to  the  enemies  of  rarUoios 
— than  to  behold  the  natural  jealousies  and  riTil- 
ries,  which  are  the  acknowledged  daogenofov 
political  condition,  subsiding  or  aacrificing?  liTbi 
sight  more  exhilarating  than  to  see  this  ^retin- 
tion  once  more  walking  fortb  among  the  Datiocj 
of  the  earth,  under  the  protection  oif  no  forei|i 
shield?  Peacefol  because  powerfol^powerfBl 
because  united  in  interests,  and  amalganutrd  ^ 
cnnceotralion  of  those  interests  in  the  oatiooai 
affections. 

But,  let  the  opposite  policy  prevail;  leit^ee- 
sential  interests  of  the  great  component  pans  a 
this  Union  find  no  protection  under  the  oatiott 
arm-**-iastead  of  safety  let  them  realize  ofp^ 
sioQ,  and  the  seeds  of  discord  and  dissolutioaiit 
inevitably  sown  ia  a  soil  the  best  fitted  for  ibei' 
root,  and  affording  the  richest  nonrishmeot  isr 
their  expansion.  It  may  be  a  long  time  befcc 
tbev  ripteik  But,  sooner  or  later,  they  willun- 
redly  burst  forth  in  all  their  destructive  e&ergia 
In  the  intermediate  period,  what  aspect  dws  a 
Union,  thus  destitute  of  cement,  present?  Isk 
that  oif  a  nation  keen  to  discern,  and  stroog  toR- 
sist,  violations  of  its  sovereignty  ?  It  has  ndiff 
the  appearance  of  a  casual  collection  of  semi-bar- 
barous clans,  with  the  forms  of  civilizatioo.  i^ 
with  the  rude  and  rending  passions  of  the  santt 
state.  In  tjrath,  powerful — yet,  as  to  any  fordfi 
effect,  imbecile— rich,  in  the  goods  of  fortooe,!?: 
wanting  that  inherent  sprit  Without  which  a  » 
tion  is  poor  indeed  ;  their  strength  exbaosted  ^f 
struggles  for  local  power ;  their  moral  seose  ^ 
based  by  low  intrigues  for  personal  popoisriir,  or 
temporary  pre-eminence ;  all  their  thooghtsiora* 
ed  not  to  the  safety  of  the  State,  but  to  the  eien* 
tion  of  a  chieftain.  A  people  presentiDesocbat 
aspect,  what  have  they  to  expect  abroad"?.  Wbii 
but  pillage,  insult,  and  scorn  ? 

Tne  cnoice  is  before  ns.  Persist  ia  refosis; 
efficient  maritime  protection;  persbt  iotbesp- 
tem  of  commercial  restrictions ;  what  nov  is.|)e^ 
haps,  anticipation,  will  hereafter  be  history. 

Mr.  FtSK  said  that,  when  this  subject  was  6nt 
presented  to  the  House,  be  felt  inclined  to  roK 
for  a  small  inerease  of  the  Naval  Bstablisbntfot; 
but  it  now  appears  that,  what  is  asked  for  u  coa- 
sidered  only  as  laying  a  foundation  for  a  great 
system^-a  systete  .which,  be  foared,  if  carried  rata 
execution,  might  change  the  Gfovernmeot. 

Mr.  F.  contended  that  the  Navy  never  had.ta^ 
never  could  protect  our  commerce.  Like  staad- 
ing  armies,  he  considered  navies  as  dao^rous  tc 
lit^rty.  As  to  the  Constitutional  provisioD,v:» 
respect  to  a  navy,  it  is  nothing  more  than  a  mere 
grant  of  power,  which  Congress  iaai  iibertjr  toase 
or  not,  as  they  may  deem  it  necessary  or  expedieai 

Though  he  had  listened  with  candor  to  all  ibe 
arguments  which  had  beea  used  in  favor  of  u 
increase  of  this  £fstablishment  at  the  presesi  tine. 
he  was  far  from  being  convinced  that  such  an  ia- 
crease,  at  present,  is  either  necessary  or  expe- 
dient. It  appeared  to  him  that  tverj  ^^^^ 
which  has  embarked^  to  anjF  extent,  in  itarj  &* 
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ublishineDts,  baa  been  eveDtdnlly;  crushed  by 
them.  Whether  yoQ  go'back  to  aocieat,  or  Iook 
BpoQ  modern  Burope,  you  will  find  naries  have 
oot  afforded  that  protection  which  e'eotlemen  are 
desiroos  of  [>erfiuading  the  House  they  are  capa- 
ble of  affording.  Has  the  nary  of  Russia  pro* 
tected  her  commerce  1  There  are  in  the  Rnsstan 
dominions  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  millions  of 
people;  but,  by  every  account  we  have  of  them, 
their  situation  is  not  rery  enviable;  nor  have 
they  any  great  degree  or  commerce  to  protect. 
Where  are  the  navies  of  Sweden  and  Denmark  ? 
The  latter,  it  is  well  known,  were  swept  away 
ind  destroyed  by  the  British  fleet ;  'and  tiie  fleet 
»f  Sweden  serves  only  to  keep  the  country  in  pov- 
erty to  maintain  it,.  A  navy  looks  pretty  well  in 
[heory  ;  but  look  into  the  experience  pf  nations, 
md  it  will  be  fbund  to  have  been  the  bane  of  every 
soontry  which  has  had  any  thing  to  do  with  it. 
We  should  want  wisdom,  therefore,  to  pursue^  a 
jystem  which  has  proved  so  ruinous  to  6 1 hers. 

With  respetst  to  Great  Britain  herself,  it  had 
^en  said  that  her  navy  had  been  the  basis  of  her 
ireahb  and  prosperity'.  Mr-.  F.  said  he  did  n^ot 
invy  the  situation  of  that  country.  Tiie  i(lory 
md  honor  which  snob  nations «re  in  the  habit  of 
icquiring,  prove  a  curse  to  them  in  the  end  by 
'Dslaving  them  with  expense. 

When  the  House  was  engaged  in  the  army  bill, 
t  was  said  tha^t  the  necessary  number  of  men 
;ould  not  be  got ;  that  it  was  not  in  this  country, 
IS  in  Europe,  where  thousands  of  men  enter  into 
he  land  and  sea  service  because  they  are  desti« 
ote  of  employment  or  of  any  meaiis  of  getting 
iread ;  here,  every  man,  who  will  labor,  can  pro- 
!ure  a  living  without  difficulty. 

If  men  cannot  be  gotten  for  the  Army,  how  are 
hejr  to  be  procured  for  the  Navy  ?  He  should 
ipprehend  impressment,  or  something  like  iL 
jook,  said  Mr.  F.,  at  the  debt  of  Great  Britain— « 
ook  at  her  taxes—everything  pays  a  duty-««Ven 
he  light  of  Heaven  is  not  passed  by  without  be* 
Dg  made  to  yield  supplies  to  her  tevenue.  So 
>eavy  do  these  taxes  bear  upon  the  people,  it  is 
aid  that  one-seventh  part  of.  the  whole  of  the 
nhabitants  are  paupers.  These  vre  some  of  the 
raits  of  a  navy  ! 

As  to  the  protection  and  encouragement  of 
ommerce,  he  believed  commerce  would  always 
ourish  best  when  left  to  itself  unshackled  by  reg- 
lations.  Ic  wilt  then  be  carried  to  every  part  of 
!ie  globe.  In  the  course  of  the  debate,  it  had  been 
lid  that  the  exports  of  Great  Britain,  in  1797, 
rere  not  greater  than  ours  before  our  commerce 
ras  restricted,  though  that  nation  had  possessed 

navy  which  had  triumphed  on  the  ocean  for 
alf  a  century.  How  did  this  happen?  It  was 
tving,  said  Mr.  F.,  to  the  freedom  of  our  com- 
terce. 

Gentlemen  ask,  if  marching  to  Canada  will 
rotect  our  commerce?  Where  do  gentlemen 
nsh  protection  ?  Not  in  our  ports  and  harbors ; 
ley  are  already  protected.  He  asked,  if  any  at- 
nnpt  had  ever  been  made  to  bombard  our  cities^ 
r  to  enter  our  ports  and  harbors  ?  Or  is  it  prob- 
t)le  any  such  sttempt  will  be  msde  ? 


Gentlemen  say.  that  Great  Britain  will  ron  great 
risks  in  seq^ing  Vessels  on  our  shore.  If  so,  why 
build  ships  to  meet  them  ?  He  thought  the  de- 
struction of  Qopenbaiten  ousht  to  warn  us  against 
going  intoa  sqheme  of  this  kind. 

If  he  were^  asked  how  he  would  protect  com- 
merce, he  would  answer,  by  marching  to  Canada, 
and  taking  that'  country  and  Nova^  Scotia ;  and, 
having  got  possession  of  Halifax,  she  would  have 
no  means  of  refitting  her  vessels  in  this  country, 
in  case  of  that  damage  to  which  they  are  so  liable 
on  our  coast. 

But  it  has  been  said  that,  except  we  take  this 
course,  we  shall  be  considered  by  the  Govern- 
ments abroad,  as  wanting  a  proper  degree  of  spirit 
to  defend  our  rigt^ts.  There  has  never  been  want- 
ing a  disposition  in  this  House,  or  in  the  nation, 
to  defend  our  rights  to  the  utmost. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Quir- 
qt)  had  spoken  ot  the  naval  force  foriperly  pps*  - 
sessed'  by  Massachusetts.  But,  what  security  did 
tbose-^hips- afford?  They  were  of  no  use,  as  he 
believed ;  they  were  nothing  but  a  heavy  expense 
to  the  State;  and  he  believed  the  merchants  had 
found  their  commerce  in  a  much  better  state  since, 
than  it  was  when  they  were  in 'being.     • 

Gentlemen  speak  of  the  embarrassments  of  our 
commerce,  as  if  they  w^re  owing  to  oitr  not  bov- 
ine a  navy;  butj  if  they  will  look  around,  they 
will  find  tout  those  «oaniries^which  have  navies 
have  not  escaped;  our  embarrassments  have  arisen 
from  the  wrongs  committed  against  us  by  other 
nations,  which  we  had  no  power  of  preventing; 

It  had  been  shown  that  the  Navy  Establishmeat 
proposed  could  not  be  supportea  but  by  an  ex* 
pense  which  would  prove  ruinous  to  this  country. 
Katber  than  incur  tnis  expense,  he  was  willing  to 
dispense  with  the  honor  supposed  to  be  attached 
to  such  an  EstablishmenL  Mr.  F«  was  opposed 
to  this  systeioQ,  too,  because  it  could  not  be  sup- 
ported without  having  recourse  to  a  force  similar 
to  impressment  to  obtain  a  number  of  seamen  suf- 
ficient to  Toan  such  a  fleet.  He  was  anxious  to 
protect  every  pari  of  the  Union ;  but  he  could  not 
consent  to  support  any  scheme  so  pregnant  with 
mischief  to  tne  country,  as  he  considered  this 
large  Navy  Establishment  to  be. 

Mr.  McK^E  said,  he  with  reluctance  presented 
himself  before  the  Hous^  a  second  time  on  this 
question :  he  had  given  his  views  of  it  in  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  he  only  rose  to  re- 
lieve some  of  his  opinions  from  the  misconstrue*- 
tion  to  which  they  had  been  subjected  in  the  pro- 
gress of  the  discussion. 

Gentleman  have  congratulated  the  House  on 
account  of  the  conciliatory  temper  and  spirit  with 
which  this  discussion  was  conducted ;  he  was 
concerned  that  he  could  not  unite  in  those  con- 
gratulations, because  that  portion  of  the  House 
with  whom  he  was  associated  on  this  question 
had  been  accused  of  an  adherence  to  their  preju- 
diceaand  of  a  total  disregard  of  the  admonitions 
of  reason  and  dommon  sense.  These  suggestions 
charged  that  portion  of  the  House  opposed  to  an 
increase  of  the  navy  with  a  want  of'  wisdom  to 
perceive,  or  with  a  want  of  honesty  to  pursue^  the 
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means  of  promoting  the  generitl  welfare,  and 
were  therefore  rather  rude  than  coociiliatory  to 
him. 

He  bad  stated  it  to  the  eommitteej  as  his  opin- 
ion, that  the  establishment  ef  a  large  nary  would 
change,  in  the  progress  of  time,  the  present  form 
of  thfs  government.  The  House  has  been  inform- 
ed that  this  statenient  was  mere  assertion,  unsup- 
ported by  argument  or  even  an  effort  toprotet^at 
we  eould  not  create  and  support  a  large  marine' 
without  difficulty  or  danger*  In  support  of  tbe 
opinion  he  then  expressed,  which  he  bad  not  seen 
any  reason  to  change,  he  had  submitted  to  the 
Ho'use  a  statement  of  th«  probable  expenses  of  the 
Government  in  the  succeeding  years,  Including 
the  expenses  of  the  proposed  navy.  If  those  state- 
ments were  substantially. correct  (and  he  had  not 
heard  them  questioned)  they  prove  the  fact,  ihat 
a  war  of  five  years  duration  with  a  navy  would 
increase  the  public  debt  from  forty-five  miltions 
of  dollarS)  the  present  amount,  to  trpwards  of  an 
htindred  and  fifteen  millions;  and  would  likewise 
increase  the  expenses  of  the  Govern  men  t  on  the 
return  of  peace  to  upwards  of  eighteen  miHions 
per  annnm.  From  those  faets  the  conclusfons 
were  drawn  which  appeared  to  him  very  natural- 
ly to. follow,  that  permanent  internal  taxes  in 
times  of  peace  as  well  as  war  would  be  rendered 
necessary ;  and  even  with  the  aid  of  internal  raxes 
to  the  amount  of  four  millions  of  dollars  per  an- 
num, your  public  debt  would  be  gradually  increas- 
ing. He  had  also  stated  the  tevenoe  of  the  boun- 
try,  under  the  existing  Constitution,  witb  the  in- 
tention of  showing  tbe  difficulty  of  meeting  so 
large  an  expenditure.  This  statement,  so  far  as 
it  had  been  noticed,  was  met  by  a  statement  that 
the  public  lands  as  a  source  of  revenue  were 
worth  twelve  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  and  that 
tbe  revenue  arising  from  commerce  might  amount 
to  eighteen  or  twenty  millions  per  annum.  He 
confessed  he  did  not  understand  the  arithmetic  by 
whose  magic  these  results  were  produced.  The 
first  was  to  him  evidently  incorrect  and  the  sec- 
ond seemed  also  incorrect;  our  revenue  for  the 
last  ten  years  (the  most  prosperous  period  of  our 
history)  had  averaged  about  twelve  millions  of' 
dollars  per  annum,  and  the  world  was  evidently 
more  hostile  to  commerce  now  than  it  had  been 
for  the  last  ten  vears.  No  reasonable  e&lculation 
could  therefore  be  made  on  a  revenue  from  im- 
posts and  tonnage  for  the  succeeding  ten  years, 
exceeding  in  amount  the  receipts  of  the  past  ten 
years,  and  admitting  the  revenue  to  be  equah  to 
that  we  had  received,  the  taxes  would  be  rendered 
permanent  to  the  amount  of  upwards  of  six  mil- 
lions of  dollars  per  annum  in  order  to  pay  the 
current  expenditure :  you  will  then  have  a  large 
public  debt  with  permanent  and  heavy  internal 
taxesj  and  this  is  the  soil  which  produces  aristo- 
cracy in  every  country ;  and  here,  the  debt  for- 
nishes  to  moneyed  men  the  facility  of  increasing 
their  wealth  without  ingenuity,  industry^  or  care. 
Ten  thousand  dollars  vested  in  the  public  funds, 
by  converting^  the  interest  into  principal  at  the 
respective  periods  when  the  interest  falls  due,  in 
twenty  years  would  amount  to  more  than  forty 


thousand  dollars.  In  tbe  meanlime  the  coostsnt 
drains  of  money  wrung  from  the  hands  of  ik 
great  body  of  the  people  by  heavy  interaal  taxa 
would  keep  tbem  poor.  The  wealth  of  tbe  conih 
try  would  be  gradtmlly  assembled  in^thehudsof 
a  few ;  and  wealth  is  tbe  strong  basis  of  povcr 
everywhere.  Conseqnen  t1  y  t  be  power  of  the  coei- 
try  would  be  concentrated  in  the  hands  of  i  fer. 
wno  would  apply  your  navy  to  maintain  ao4 sop- 
port  the  wealthy  and  well-born  in  the  possesskn 
of  this  power. 

But  we  are  told  by  gentlemen  that  this  is  bcr 
assertion  f  the  prodnet  of  a  mind  frightened  bT 
hobgoblins  and"  bugbears,  and  laboring  under  tb« 
influence  of  prejudice.  If  ^ntlemen  were  co{« 
rect.  it  would  be  a  gratification  to  bim  to  fiod  hi] 
apprehensions  dissipated  by  experience.  But 
what  does  the  expenenee  of  other  nations  {fforei 
England,  the  bright  example  always  quoted- 
whose  political  dogmas  we  affect  to  despise,  lii 
in  whose  paths  we  seem  now  to  be  treading  with 
undeyiating  steps  .as  fast  as  tbe  moments  rsft- 
England  once  bad  no  public  nivy,  and  then  tm 
she  bad  no  public'  debt.  She  also  had  a  Pariia* 
ment  the  real  representatives  of  the  British  natidi 
who  dared  to  resist  tbe  oorinptioQs  of  the  time 
and  the  encronchments  of  the  Crown.  BatSas- 
land  was  then  vexed  with  the  Spanish  Arna^ 
and  the  Dnteh  fleets,  which  rode  iriomphsBtlT  ia 
the  English  channel  with  a  broom  at  the  nasi* 
head. 

England  eommeneed  ship-bnildtng  on  Datiosal 
accontit  and  borrowing  money  on  the  same  a^ 
counts  Her  navy  too,  when  small,  was  \oM 
with  the  im potations  of  "wasteful  expease  u4 
comparative  inefficiency.'*  It  was  increased  ^ 
cause  '^  it  was  demonstrably  elear  that  sbe  was 
destined  to  be  a  great  naval  power  f'  her  debt  abo 
increased  para  passu  (as  the  diplomatists  wouM 
say)  with  her  na^y. 

The  British  N«Ty  now  is  the  most  splendid 
fabric  of  human  power  the  world  ever  witsesaed; 
her  debt  is  equally  great  «nd  splendid ;  the  wretch- 
edness and  misery  of  the  great  mass  of  her  people 
bears  a  full  proportion  to  the  debt  and  nsTJr;  ^ 
Parliament  also  is  highly  celebrated  for  its  renal- 
ity  and  compliance.  The  man  who  knows  (be 
views,  and  wisheaof  the  BngKsh  Ministry,  witii- 
out  farther  inquiry,  thereby  knows  the  opiate  of 
a  majority  of  Paniament. 

Create  the  causes  and  the  .consequences  viil 
follow-^man  is  subftantiaUy  tbe  same  ererr- 
where  ;  here  a  little  more  civilized  and  (bere  a 
little  more  savage  ;  but  Qod  and  natare  for  vi« 
purposes  have  implanted  in  every  hnmsn  boson 
the  same  original  desires;  and  love  of  wetliiof 
fame,  and  of  power,  create  the  means  of  their  fni- 
ifieatibn  on  a  large  scale,  end  you  gfvelhelDa^ 
tivity — anactivity  fired  with  athbition  aDdfraQ§ii< 
with  ruin  to  the  peace  of  society. 

Gentlemen  had  exnltingly  called  on  tkose  op- 
posed to  an  increase  of  the  Navy,  to  show  ho* 
commerce  conld  Be  protected  without  a  Narr. 
He  had  supposed  it  to  be  the  duty  of  those  who  ad- 
vocated a  system  attended  with  immense  exp«o^ 
to  show  the  good  to  society  neanlting  from  ^ 
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cpeoditure,  and  if  tbe  udmntages  arising  tbere- 
om  were  opt  clearly  demon sirated  and  showo 
)  bear  some  proportioo  to  the  ezjMDditure,  iK«ir 
itrooagecoii^ld  not  beezpecttd.  JBut  how  has  this 
eea  shuWD  ?  yoa  are  informed  that  navies  are 
ecessary  for  the  pcoiectiojd  of  commerce ;  but  has 
been  shown  by  any  process  of  reasoning^  that 
le  twelve  ships-of-the-line  and  thirty  frigates 
mtem plated,  when  built;  would  enable  you  to 
mvey  the  productions  of  j^our  soil  from.the  ports 
ftbe  Uaited  States  in  safety  to  Havre  or  Haoi- 
irg,  or  to  anjr  port  in  the  Baltic  or  Mediteria* 
eao  ?  Certainly  this  bas^  not  been  attempted. 
he  addiiioual  security  supposed  to  be  afforded 
I  your  poru  and  harbors  by  the  Navy,  is  all  .that 
IS  been  attempted  to  be  showo  ;  your  ports  and 
Arbors  heretofore  have  been  thought  well  secured 
f  fortification^j  but  it  is  now  for  the  first  time 
i«co?ered,  that  your  fortifications  are  of  but  lit- 
e  or  no  use.  Kow  unfortunate  it  is  that  this 
iscovery  had  not  been  made  before  the  Govern- 
leot  had  expended  near  $7,000,000  on  that  ob- 
!Ct,  and  that  the  discovery  has  been  delayed  to 
lis  time,  when  you  are  officially  informed  that 
te  fortifications  are  nearly  completed. 
You  are  also  told  ibat  the  proposed  navy  would 
i  sufficient  to  maintain  the  mastery  in  the  Amer- 
«Q  seas,  particularly  as  far  as  the  Gulf  Stream, 
ad  in  order  to  substantiate  this  position,  you  are 
'formed  that  the  British  navy  is  strijmed  up 
1(0  small  squadrons  and  stationed  at  qifferent 
laces;  part  in  the  English  chaonel^  part  at  the 
Ibe,  part  in  the  Mediterranean,  part  m  the  East 
)(iia,  VVest  lodia^  Jamaica,  and  North  Ameri- 
m  stations.  Much  labor  is  used  to  prove  that 
as  distribution  of  the  naval  force  of  England 
)uld  Qot  be  altered  in  case  of  a  war  with  this 
)UQtry,  and  that  we  are  so  far  removed  from 
•urope,  where  a  fleet  destined  to  act  asaiost  us 
lust  receive  its  outfit,  that  three  times  the  quan- 
ly  of  force  possessed  by  us  would  b^  necessary 
produce  any  effect  on  us. 
Without  hoping  to  expose  the  fallacy  of  this 
gument,  by  a  recurrence  to  our  own  experience 
irtQg  the  Revolutionary  war,  when  England 
as  coQtending  for  the  British  channel  against 
le  fleets  of  France  and  Spaio,  she  then  spared  a 
-et  of  sufficient  magnitude  to  beat  double  the 
fee  now  coDlem plated.  He  would  ask  what 
oieciion  commerce  would  receive  from  this 
'Pposed  mastery  in  the  American  seas  ?  It  is 
Id  that  England  cannot  spare  the  force  neces- 
'y  to  meet  you  in  the  American  seas.  Be  it 
sand  consequently  she*  will  send  none.  But 
'e  can  say  to  you  in  prncftice,  yuu  shall  not  ^o 
'  the  West  Indies  or  to  Europe,  if  you  do.  I  will 
'piure  your  ves5elfi;  and  where  then  is  your  com- 
ijfce  which  is  to  receive  protection?  it  is  anni- 
ilaied;  and  the  arguments  of  gentlemen,  if  cor- 
■ct;  did  prove  incontroveriibly  that  your  naval 
'fpe  must  be  more  than  equal  to  that  of  Great 
niain  to  unlock  the  European  ports  to  yoor 
Jmmerce.  Is  this  an  incorrect  view  of  the  sub- 
'<:t,  and  the  consequences  attendant  thereon  ?  If 
Was,  he  was  unable  to  perceive  in  what  it 
^s  incorrect,  and  if  it  is  correct  it  necessarily 


follows,  that  you  muat  have  a  navy  competent 
to  meet  the  British  navy  in  equal  combat  on 
tbe  ocean,  to  effect  any  valuable  result  in  favor 
of  your  commerce,  and  this  is  not  contemplated. 
But  the  gentlemen  have  expressed  much  soli- 
eitude  for  tbe  commerce  of  the  Mississippi,  lesl 
its  mouth  should  be  blocked  up  by  a  single 
ship  of  war  of  the  enemy;  and  the  sensibility, 
expressed  when  the  right  of  deposite  at  New  Or- 
leans was -withheld  from  the  Western  people,  in 
lQ02,is  cited  as  an  evidence  of  the  feelinss  which 
such  an  occurrence  would  excite.  The  objects  of 
those  arguments  were  easily  perceived  ;  and  they 
were,  in  bis  opinion,  utterly  fallacious.  It  re- 
quired oDly  a  moment's  reflection  to  perceive 
that  a  war  with  any  maritime  nation  who  bap- 
pened  to  hold  the  West  Indies,  would  annihilate 
the  commerce  of  the  Mississippi  during  its  con- 
tinuance; and. the  arguments  of  gentlemen  just 
referred  to,  if  they  proved  anv thing,  soppurted 
his  opinion.  The  substance  of^  these  arguments, 
is  already  recited ;  thait  the  remote  situation  of 
England  from  our  coast;  the  difficulty  of  naain- 
tainin^  a  fleet  for  any  length  of  time  hoverin^  on 
a  hostile  coast,  gives  to  ou(  fleet,  aided  by  a 
friendly  coast,  furnishing  ports  and  harbors  for 
their  protection  and  aid  in  time  of  danger,  an 
advantao^e  over  an  enemy  of  three  to  one.  Be  it 
so,  and  how  does  the  argument  standi  when  ap- 
plied either  to  Europe  or  the  West  Indies  7  Aa 
it  relates  to  Europe,  it  has  already,  been  shown 
that  tbe  argument  operates  against  you  in  the 
same  proportion,  or  nearlv  so,  that  it  operates  ia 
your  favor  in  relation  to  the  American  coast,  and 
m  the  West  Indies.  England  possesses,  for  all 
commercial  purposes,  and  he  might  say  for  all 
the  purposes  of  annoyance  to  your  commerce,  all 
the  West  Indies,  with  the  exception  of  St.  Do- 
mingo and  two  other  inconsiderable  islands.  The 
commerce  of  the  Mississippi  must  necessarily 
pass  near  the  Havana  and  double  Cape  Florida— 
all  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy — to  reach  the  Atlan- 
tic ports ;  and  yet  gentlemen  talk  of  protecting 
this  commerce  *  during  the  war.  The  whole  ar- 
gument of  gentlemen  is  founded  on  the  supposi- 
tion that  your  .twelve  ships-of-the*liDe  and  twenty 
frigates  will  always  act  together  in  one  body 
against  the  separate  squadrons  of  the  enemy ; 
this  is  manifestly  absurd ;  and  as  your  navy,  if 
built,  will  be  at  the  common  expense  of  the  whole 
community,  it  ought  to  be  stationed  at  different 
statiooa  for  the  common  defence.  The  United 
Slates  seem  to  be  naturally  divided  into  six  sta* 
tions,  to  wit:  Boston,  New  York,  the  Delaware, 
Chesapeake,  Charleston,  and  the  Balize  stations  i 
divide  out' the  navv  to  those  stations  respect- 
ively, and  you  will  have  two  sbips-of-the-line 
and  five  frigates  (o  each  station.  Send  your  two 
ships-of-the-line  and  Ave  or  six  frigates  to  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  to  protect  the  trade  of  the  Missia- 
sissippi,  where  there  is  not  a  aingle  harbor  for 
their  reception  ;  and  unless  the  same  supernatural 
hand  which  saved  Daniel  of  old  from  the  teeth 
of  the  lions,  when  he  was  cast  into  their  den,  it 
stretched  forth  for  the  protection  of  your  naval 
force  sent  there,  in  six  weeks  after  it  arrives  al 
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tl)e  place  of  destioarioa,  its  flag  will  be  changed. 
But  admit  your  two  ebips-of  the-liue  and  five 
frigates  corapetent  to  guard  in  safety  tbe  produc^ 
tions  of  the  country,  watered  by  the  Mississippi, 
from  New  Orleans  to  the  Atlantic  ports,  where  is 
the  benefit  resulting  therefrom,  when  every  man 
who  knows  anything  of  nature  and  the  character 
of  the  commerce  of  the  Mississippi,  must  be  un- 
eandid  if  he  doea  not  acknowledge  that  in  time 
of  war  the  productions  of  the  Mississippi  in  gen- 
eral would  not  pay  freight  to  the  Atlantic  market. 

Mr.  MoK.  said  he  pretended  to  have  some  prac- 
tical knowledge  of  the  commerce  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, and  he  unhesitatingly  declared  that  a  war 
Willi  any  maritime  nation  boldinjs  the  control  of 
the  West  India  islands  would  annihilate  all  legiti- 
mate  trade  from  New  Orleans  auring  its  continu- 
ance; an  illegal  or  licensed  trade  perhaps  might 
be  carried  on  to  a  small  amount,  and  it  would 
not  require  protection. 

Gentlemen  seemed  to  be  enamoured  with  the 
superior  protection  (as  it  is  called)  afforded  to  the 
persons  and  property  of  other  nations  on  the  high 
seas.  This  superior  protection  was  desirable;  it 
was  highly  appreciated  by  the  Governments  of 
Europe.  But  the  picture  had  two  sides;  and  he 
desired  gentlemen  to  look  at  both.  The  persons 
and  property  of  the  subjects  of  the  Governments 
of  Europe  are  said  to  ride  in  safety  on  the  ocean 
beneath  the  triumphant  banners  of  their  country. 
And  as  a  compensation  for  this  protection  (which 
was  far  from  being  complete)  the  sighs  of  the  op- 
pressed ascended  to  Heaven,  from  6 very  corner 
of  Europe,  in  secret  or  open  curses  against  their 
oppressors.  It  was  due  to  candor  to  admit  that 
the  griefs  of  Europe  were  not  altogether  owin? 
to  navies.  And  it  was, also  worthy  of  remarfi 
that  the  people  of  every  nation  in  Europe  had 
been  more  or  less  oppressed  with  taxes  and  debt 
in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  their  navy ;  create 
the  cause,  and  the  consequences  will  follow. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Wriqbt) 
had  said  that  what  might  be  wrong  in  1798^ 
might  be  perfectly  prudent  and  richt  'now.  He 
admitted  there  was  a  tinie  for  all  things;  but  the 
principle  in  politics  or  theology  certainly  could 
not  be  very  stubborn  that  was  wrong  in  1798 
and  perfectly  right  now;  and  if  any  change  in 
this  respect  bad  taken  place,  it  must  consist  in 
the  greater  fitness  of  the  means  to  efiect  certain 
desirable  ends.  In  1798  American  commerce 
was  most  shamefully  plundered  by  both  France 
and  England.  At  that  time  Spain,  France,  apd 
England  had  larae  navies — Holland  and  Den- 
mark had  ships  of  war ;  a  navy  of  twelve  ships  of 
the  line  and  twentjr  frigates  on  the  p^rt  of  the 
United  States  by  uniting  with  the  fleets  of  France 
and  Spain,  would  have  been  able  to  have  coped 
with  England  on  the  ocean ;  and  in  case  of  a  war 
with  France,  a  similar  result  could  have  been 
effected  against  the  fleets  of  France  and  Spain ; 
but  the  condition  of  Europe  in  this  respect  was 
materially  changed,  and  not  for  the  better  as  it 
regards  us.  He  had  no  disposition,  however,  to 
censure  the  opinions  of  any  gentlemen  or  their 
arguments,  on  account  of  their  great  similarity  to 


the  opinions  and  trgoromts  used  io  supports 
them  in  1798.  It  was  certainly  ptoper  to  ce&- 
sider  all  qoestions  coming'  before  the  Hoosen 
their  intrinsic  merit,  wiihoot  much  regard  u 
former  opinions.;  and,  therefore,  he  did  not  oas 
to-say  to  the  gentleman  that  be  had  gone  orrr^ 
the  enemy's  camp. 

Bjit  suppose  your  n^yy  of  tweire  sbips-of-tbe- 
line,  and  twentv  frigates  had  been  bailt  is  17S^ 
and  maintainea  ever  since — wonld  it  haTere> 
dCred  your  commerce  more  prosperous  that .: 
has  ^>een  since  that  period"?  He  did  not  bplifn 
any  man  would  aawame  such  a  position,  ioismse: 
as  our  commerce  since  1798  had  been  more  pre- 
perous  than  was  or  cooid  have  been  foresees 
and  if  the  navy  had  been  then  iiaili,  the  nstioBtl 
debt  would  now  be  near  one  hundred  and  foriT- 
six  millions  of  dollars,  instead  of  forty-six  miiliosi 
the  present  amount;  and  he  entertained  nock^t 
hot  that  the  good  consequences  resaltingfroai 
rejection  of  the  navy  project  at  this  time,  w«iii 
be  seen  as  clearly  and  as  thoroaghly  felt  foortepfi 
years  hence,  as  tiie  good  effects  of  its  r^jectio&is 
1798  was  now  perceived  and  felt. 

With  regard  to  the  effects  which  it  is  sappcm; 
the  navy  would  produoe  on.  England  in  time:' 
war,  he  thought  those  effects  maeh  oremid 
He  was,  however,  willing  to  see  what  eooU  be 
done  with  the  present  navy,  whfeh  amounted  u 
between  sixteen  and  twenty  in  naoober,  ezclasirf 
of  gun  vessels.  If  thirty  fast  sailing  frigaif 
would  produce  the  wide-spread  ruin  on  Britiik 
commerce  in  time  of  war,  of  which  geatiei«& 
have  spoken,  twenty  frigates  would  p^xIacetv^ 
thirds  of  these  effects.  He  desired  to  see  w^t 
could  be  done  in  the  first  place  with  oar  pre^t 
force;  and  if  the  result  was  proportionate  to  tM 
expectations  which  seem  to  be  enieruitted.u^ 
nation  would  b6  willing  to  increase  the  un. 
force.  But  at  the  present  time,  when  wewei* 
incurring  immense  expenses,  it  did  not  seem  pro- 
dent  to  him  to  increase  those  expenses  bjr  a  pro- 
ject of  this  kind — the  proposed  war  would  notht 
a  war  of  great  battles,  but  rather  a  war  of  meias; 
England  would  make  the  war  as  expeasive  toc« 
as  possible,  Itnd  if  we  sat  out  with  expenses  so  ex- 
travagant, the  wtfr  might  terminate  unfavonUf. 

The  House  adjourned  without  taking  the  ques- 
tion* 


MoNDA^T,  January  27. 

Mr.  Bacon,  from  the  Committee  of  Wapap^ 
Means,  presented  a  bill  making  appropriatioo^ty 
the  support  of  Government,  for  the  year  ISI^: 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  toaCoa- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  S£YBEiiT  said,  that  when  he  considered  it 
his  duty  to  take  up  the  subject  of  the  Navy,  he 
had  occasion  to  look  into  the  expenses  of  tha^ 
establishment,  and  especially  into  tbeexpeos^<^ 
the  navy  yard  in  this  city ;  and  from  examioiic 
the  account  lately  laid  before  this  House  by  tii« 
Secretary  of  the  Pvavy,  of  the  expenses  of  1BI0< 
he  was  Induced  to  offer  the  following  resolutioo: 

Resohed,  That  the  Secrttaiy  of  the  Navy  be  it 
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did  to  by  beibiv  this  Home  »'itileaieiit  of  the  ex* 
nditurea  of  pubhe  moneyB  in  th«  navy  yavd  ofv  tiie 
it^  of  WMhingtoD,  during  the  peet  year,  dietingnlih- 
f  the  value  of  the  mfteriaii  uaed  for  repain,  the 
bor  bestowed,  and  the  nature  »i  the  work  perfonned, 
fl  number  of  officen,  OTereeer^  and  workmen,  to- 
other with  their  pay  and  duty. 
Mr.  Bassett  noped  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
Ivaoia  would  have  no  objection  to  add  the  navy 
ird  of  Philadelphia  to  the  resolution. 
Mr.  Seybbrt  declared  he  would  not;  and  on 
iggesiioo  of  Mr.  D.  R.  Williams,  the  resolu- 
)Q  wa;»  50  modified  as  to  embrace  all  the  nayy 
irds,  and  then  agreed.  to«  '      ^ 

NAVAL  ESTABLISHMENT. 
The  House  then  took  up  the  order  of  the  day, 
z:  the  bill  concerning  the  Navy.  The  que&- 
)n  of  asrreemeni  to  the  report  of  the  Committee 
the  Wholfe  to  strike  out  the  section  for  build- 
g  new  frigates  being  still  under  consideration — 
Mr.  Bibb  said,  that  indisposed  as  he  was,  had 
!  obeyed  the  impulse  of  his  feelings,  he  should 
1  then  have  risen  from  his  seat.  He  did  not 
low  indeed  that  he  should  be  able  to  present 
8  view  of  the  subject  to  the  House,  nor  (should 
be  so  fortunate)  did  he  expect  it  trould  infln- 
ce  the  deci.M9n  of  the  question.  But  as  the 
ponents  to  the  bill  had^been  identified  with  the 
emies  of  commerce,  and  as  he  was  one  of  the 
imber,  he  could  not  quietly  submit  to  an  infer- 
ceso  totally  unsupported — so  totally  unfounded, 
tie  people,  said  Mr.  B,,  whom  I  represent  are  as 
Dch  interested  in  commerce,  i it- proportion  to 
eir  numbers,  as  those  of  any  section  of  the 
lion,  and  would  be  as  unwilling  to  abandon  it. 
e  we  to  be  told  that  becausie  the  principal  part 
the  American  tonnage  belongs  to  the  Wnrthern 
d  Eastern  States,  they  have  a  greater  stake  in 
nmerce  than  the  Southern  ?  Unquestionably 
t.  The  annual  surplus  products  of  the  plauter 
I  farmer  are  the  foundation  of  commerce,  and 
ir  value  depends  on  the  demand  for  them  and 
!  facility  with  which  they  may  be  conveyed  to 
rker.  The  ship-owners  are  concerned  only  to 
extent  of  th^ir  profits  arising  from  transporta- 
)  and  other  incidental  circumstances.  It  is, 
refore,  obvious  that  if  commerce  bfe  suspended, 
agriculturists,  who  furnish  the  articles  to  be 
isported  abroad,  sustain  a  loss  so  much  greater 
n  that  of  the  ship-owt^rs  as  the  value  of  those 
cles  is  superior  to  the  profits  of  conveyance  to 
reign  market.  The  carrier  loses  his  freight- 
farmer  and  planter  their  products.  On  look- 
at  the  amount  in  value  of  our  domestic  ex- 
ts,  it  will  be  perceived  that  nearly  ot>e-foarth 
Jrnished  by  a  part  of  the  Sbuthern  States  in 
article  of  cotton  alone — a  proportion  which 
ot  furnished  by  an  equal  population  in  any 
er  portion  of  the  countrf .  My  object  is  not 
Iraw  invidious  distinctions,  but  to  show  the 
erne  importance  of  commerce  to  the  prosper- 
Df  the  South,  and  consequently  the  interest  we 
e  in  its  protection.  Sir,  there  exists  no  indis- 
lion  to  protect  commerce — tl^  only  difierence 
;)inion  is  in  reference  to  the  extent  to  which 
protecting  powers  of  the  QoTeriimeQt  should 


be  carried,  and  the  means  whicj)  are  b^t  calcula- 
ted ^o  efiect  the  objectv  ' 

Had  the  advocates  for  a  navy  been  as  success- 
ful in  enforcing  conviction  of  its  necessity^  or  efli- 
cacy  in  the  protection  of  trade,  ot  in  defending 
the  rights  of  the  n.ation,  as  they  .were  in  display- 
ing their  ingenuity  and  talents.  I  should  not  have 
addressed  you  on  the  subject.  I  would  have  con- 
curred with  tfiem  in  the  proposed  measure.  Bat 
while  I  admire  the  zeal  they  have  mauifested,  and 
the  ability  and  eloquence  with  Which  they  have 
defended  their  favorite  project,  my  judgment  has 
not  been  convinced,. nor  have  I  ceased  to  lament 
the  discussion  in  which  we  are  engaged.  At  a 
moment  when  a  solemn  pledge  has  been  given  to 
the  nation  of  a  deterihtnation  on  the  part  of  this 
Hous^  to  wage  war  with  England — wheti  the 
mode  of  warfare  and  points  of  attack  have  been 
selected  with  reference  to  our  own  strength,  and 
to  th(e  w^kness  of  the  enemy— -when  it  is  ac- 
knowledged that  to  prosecute  such*  a  war  will  re- 
quire  all  the  resources  of  the  Government — when 
to  devise  a  systetn  for  obtaining  money  by  loanv 
and  taxes,  the  financial  talents  of  th^  distinguished 
officer  who  presides  over  your  Treasury  Depart- 
ment have  been  called  into  requisition — I  say,  sir, 
under  such  circumstances,  it  does  appear  to  me 
unfortunate  indeed,  that  the  attention  of  Congress 
should  be  diverted  from  the  objects  for  which 
they  were  assembled  at  an  earlier  period  than 
usual,  and,  what  is  worse,  that  instead  of  provi- 
ding the  ways  and  means  which  will  be  indispen- 
sable, we  should  be  huntiUg  up  objects  for  further 
expenditures.  If  the  ten  frigates  which  it  is  pro- 
posed now  to  build,  could  be  in  readiness  for  im- 
mediate service;  the  proposition  would  certatniy 
he  less  objectionable.  But  it  is  admitted  t1)at 
no  such  expectation  is  entertained — that  the  ex- 
penditure we  are  called  upon  to  authorize,  is  not 
tor  the  war  establishment,  but  for  future  purposes. 
What  says  the  report  of  the  committee  on  this 
subject?  After  stating  the  injuries  to  which  we 
are  liable  on  the  ocean,  the  cbmmittee  remark, 
that  ^  it  may  be  necessarv  to  arra^  the  national 
*  force  on  that  element  wnere  the  injury  may  be 
^  suffered,  and  where  alone  it  can  be  avenged  orre- 
'  dressed.  With  this  view  your  committee  have 
^  not  considered  this  subject  with  regard  only  to 
'  practicable  and  advisable  preparation  for  the  pres- 
'  ent  momentous  crisis,  which,  whatever  it  may 
^  be,  must  be  greatly  inadequate ;  but  the  object  of 
'  the  committee  is  to  recommend  a  system  which 
'  shall  look  to  futurity,"  d^c. 

It  appears  then  that  the  appropriation  of  money 
which  is  demanded,  will  be  applied  to  a  system 
which  shall  look  to  futurity,  and  which  if  it  should 
be  now  executed  to  the  extent  required  by  the 
report,  would  be  *^  greatly  inadequate''  to  its  object. 
And  is  this  the  proper  time  to  expend  millions 
for  futurity,  when- you  are  about  to  appeal  to  the 
patriotism  of  the  people  for  the  means  Which  are 
indispensable  to  immediate  purposes?  To  my 
mind,  the  present  is  the  most  inauspicious  mo- 
ment which  could  have  been  selected  for  increas- 
ing the  Naval  Establishment.  An  attempt  to 
build  a  navy  on  the  eve  of  War  by  loans  and  taxes 


979 


HISTORY  OF  CONGBBSS. 


m 


H.  or  R. 


Naval  EstaJblU»hmeni. 


Ja»uabt,18U. 


when  the  people  are  without  a  market  for  their 
surplus  products,  is  an  extraordinary  and  unparal- 
leled undertaking,  iwill  not  call  it  ^  ludicrous." 
Although  such  a  characier  has  been  attributed  to 
the  opposition  on  this  occasion,  it  cannot  be 
applied  to  the  bill  before  you.  The  project  of 
my  friend  from  South  Carolina  (Mr«  Chetes) 
will  certainly  escape  an  imputation  of  that  sort, 
and  yet  it  may  acquire  a  reputation  which  will 
not  be  more  consoling  to  his  feelings  than  that 
which  has  fallen  to  our  lot.  No.  sir,  if  this  bill 
shall  pass,  it  will  not  be  considered  "ludicrous^ 
— it  will  not  excite  the  laughter  of  the  people. 
But  unless  I  am  mudh  mistaken  their  murmurs 
will  be  heard,  and  their  discontent  will  be  felt.  I 
rely  as  much  on  the  patriotism  of  the  people  as 
any  man.  I  am  persuaded  they  will  near  any 
taxes  which  are  necessary  for  the  support  of  a 
war  in  defence  of  their  rights,  and  I  am  willing 
to  vote  them  ;  but  they  will  not  submit  to  unne- 
cessary taxes. 

But,  say  gentlemen,  to  rely  for  the  defence  of 
the  country  on  any  force  other  than  a  naral  force, 
would  be  as  unwise  as  to  attempt  to  protect  a  corn 
field  by  fencing  in  a  distant  cotton  field.  The 
cases  are  not  at  all  analogous;  but  I  should  con- 
sider the  wisdom  of  a  planter,  who,  with  a  know* 
ledge  of  his  ability  to  complete  a  fence  around  his 
cultivated  field,  would  undertake  to  build  one  half 
way  for  its  protection,  at  least  equal  to  that  which 
advises  us  to  expend  the  public  resources  on  a  na- 
val force,  which  it  is  agreed  will  be  ^'greatly  in- 
adequate" to  its  object.  If  the  United  States  must 
become  a  great  naval  Power,  the  system  can  be 
maintained  only  in  time  of  peace,  and  to  attempt 
it  in  time  of  war  when  you  are  unable  to  throw 
upon  the  ocean  a  force  competent  to  cope  with 
the  enemy,  would  be  to  diminish  your  own 
strength,  and  to4ncrease  theirs.  On  the  subject 
of  the  first  paragraph  of  (he  report  which  I  have 
read,  permit  me  to  address  myself  particularly  to 
^  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Mitchill,) 
and  to  remark^  that  the  doctrine  which  confines 
the  remedy  to  the  seat  of  disease  in  all  cases,  is  at 
war  with  the  acknowledged  principles  of  the  ani- 
mal economy,  and  has  been  provea  not  to  consti- 
tute a  part  of  the  political  system,  by  the  vote  not 
only  of  himself  but  of  the  gentleman  frOm  South 
Carolina  (Mr.  Cheves.)  Need  I  tell  the  geittle- 
raan  from  New  York,  what  he  understands  much 
better  than  I  do,  that  diseases  of  the  head  are  fre- 
quently cured  by  applications  to  the  feet?  Or  is 
it  necessary  to  remind  the  gentleman  that  in  vo- 
ting for  the  bill  which  authorized  the  raising  of 
twenty-five  thousand  men  to  take  Canada,  they  ad- 
mitted the  fallacy  of  this  doctrine?  Where  has 
England  done  you  the  most  injury?  On  the 
high  seas.  Where  do  you  propose  to  retaliate? 
In  Canada.  And  when  gentlemen^  themselves 
have  advocated  this  course  of  proceeding,  do 
they  act  consistently  in  telling  the  House  that  in- 
juries can  only  be  redressed  or  avenged  on  the 
element  where  they  have  been  committed  ?  In  my 
humble  opinion  the  course  which  has  been,  pursued 
as  a  rational  one,  founded  in  the  policj^^  that  must 
always  inflttence.  the  conduct  of  an  injured  party 


disposed  to  retaliate.  Tire  eneny  is  iaviaciiih 
on  the  ocean,  even  if  the  whole  naval  force  of  ik 
world  besides  be  united  against  her.  Her  pose- 
sions  to  the  north  are,  under  existing  cireos' 
stances,  of  the  first  importance  to  her.  aod  tber 
are  within  our  reach.  Without  then  applpf 
our  exertions  where  defeat  woahi  be  iDeritbt 
we  have  determined  to  direct  the  strength  of  Ui*- 
nation  agarast  the  most  vulnerable  points,  wfttre 
success  will  be  certain,  and  where  retaliauoo  rj 
be  most  sensibly  felt.  And  it  is  on  this  prioeipie 
the  advocates  of  a  navy  propose  to  derif e  sdns- 
tage  from  it.  They  admit  that  it  cannot  pro*^. 
our  commerce'in  t^e  European  or  Asiatic  teas. ba.. 
say  they,  it  will  be  competent  to  annoy  the  Wat 
India  trade  of  England  if  she  interrupts  onts  a 
distant  seas,  and  in  that  way  make  it  her  iatere< 
to  let  us  alone.  Well,  sir,  this  is  precisely  the  ^^ 
ject  of  taking  Canada,  and  we  will  leave  thei> 
noyance  of  ber  West  India  trade  to  the  eoterp^ 
of  our  privateers.  They  are  much  better  cik^ 
lated  for  that  purpose  than  ships  q£  war. 

But  we  are  told  that  the  President  has  recco 
mended  an  increase  of  our  Naval  £stablisb(ot:L 
as  a  part  of  the  war  preparations.  A  referea^^ 
to  his  Message  will  demonstrate  that  gcodeiot: 
are  mistaken  in  regard  to  that  fact.  After  ^• 
tailing  the  evidence  of  hostile  inflexibility  oo  i&t 
part  of  Great  Britain,  and  calling  on  Coofres 
to  put  the  country  inio  an  armor  and  attitude  >* 
manded  by  the  crisis,  he  proceedii :  "  I  recommefti 
'  accordingly  that  adequate  provision  be  m\k 
^  for  filling  the  ranks,  and  prolonging  enii^tmess 
'  of  the  regular  troops  \  for  an  auxiliary  force » 

*  be  engaged  for  a  more  limited  term ;  for  tbet-** 

*  eeptance  of  volunteer  corps,  whose  pairiau 
^ ardor  may  conrt  a  participation  in  urgeoi  ^ 
^  vices ;  for  detachments,  as  they  may  be  waote. 
'  of  other. portions  of  the  militia,  and  forsoc^^ 
<  preparation  of  the  great  body  as  will  proportiot 
^its  usefulness  to  its  intrinsic  capacities."  Sareir 
if  he  had  placed  any  reliance  on  a  navy,  aod  bk 
believed  it  ought  to  constitute  a  part  of  the  -^^r* 
mor,"  he  would  have  felt  himself  bound  bf  a 
sense  of  duty  to  say  so. '  It  is  true  that  in  siio;:ter 
part  of  the  Message,  unconnected  with  the  »8t- 
ject  of  war  preparations,  the  following  paragraph 
IS  to  he  found :  "  Your  attention  wOl  of  cu&r^e 

*  be  drawn  to  such  provisions  on  the  subjec:  d 
^  our  naval  force  as  may  be  required  for  the  se^ 

*  vices  to  which  it  may  be  best  adapted.    I  ^^ 

*  mit  to  Congress  the  seasoaableness  alsooi^t 
'  authority  to  augment  the  stock  of  such  ai* 
^  terials  as  are  imperishable  ia  their  nature.  <s 

*  maj  not  at  once  be  attainable."  What  are  tk 
services  to  which  our  naval  force  is  best  adapted 
is  left  to  the  decision  of  Congress;  bat  aa  in- 
crease of  the  existing  force  is  not  reeommeaueii- 
As  to  augmenting  the  slock  of  materials,  the  pre* 
cise  object  is  not  stated,  but  it  was  probablf  ad* 
vised  for  the  purposes  oi  repairs  and  the  like.  1' 
has,  however,  been  mentioned,  that  as  theSecrr 
tary  of  the  Navy,  an  officer  acting  nnder  the 
President,  has,  in  a  report  now  before  the  Hoosf* 
said  much  in  behalf  of  ships  and  frigates,  it  fot- 
lows  he  haa  spoken  the  sentiments  and  wishes  d 
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e  President.    Such  a  eoncluaioB  would  not  be  1  dice.    Wb«r,  permit  me  to  inqoire,  hare  beeo  the 


(tborized  from  the  premises  ander  any  eircam* 
inces,  and  certainly  not  in  the  present  ease, 
heo  it  is  recollected  that  the  report  is  simply 
laoswer  to  queries  proposed  to  the  Depertmeat 
'  t  committee  of  this  HoOse — queries  it  was 
e  duty  of  the  Secretary  to  answer  according  to 
s  knowledge  and  belief.  ' 

Gentlemen  have  also  endeavored  to  fortify 
eir  arguments  by  stating  that  Mr;  Jefferson  in 
e  year  1792,  while  Secretary  of  State,  adrd- 
ited  a  natal  defence  in  a  celebrated  report  made 

Congress.  And  here  permit  me  to  remark, 
at  so  far  from,  that  report  authorrzinfl^  the  in«> 
rence  which  has  been  drawn,  it  affords  strong 
ideoce  that  Mr.  Jefferson  considered  a  navy 
(iiher  competent  to  the  protection  of  commerce, 
)r  to  the  defence  of  the  country.  What  was 
c  object  of  that  report  and  what  were  the  cir- 
imstaoces  which  produced  it  ?.  The  House  of 
epresentatires  called  on  the  Secretary  of  State 

report  to  Congress  the  nature  and  extent  of 
le  restrictions  which  were  imposed  by  foreign 
ttions  00  the  commeree  of  the  United  Stated, 
id  the  measures  which  he  should  think  proper 
^  be  adopted  for  the  improvement  of  commerce 
id  Davieation.  If  the  Secretary  of  State  thought 
Baval  force  proper  for  that  purpose,  it  wAs  his 
ity  to  recommiend  ft,  and  he  would  unqu^stidn* 
l)ly  have  done  so.    If,  on  theeontrary,  it  is  not 
lumerated  among  the  measures  advised,  the  in- 
tence  in  relation  to  hie  opinion*  on  Che  subject  is 
ear  and  conclusive.    The  report  is  of  consider* 
^ielen^th;  andl  will  not  read  it  to  the  Hou.<^. 
•  i»  sufficient  for  my  argument  to  remark  that  it 
Mails  the  restrictions  and  vei:ations  to  which  the 
immerce  of  the  United  States  was  subjeeted  by 
wign  nations}  enforces  the  necessity  of  secur- 
ig  the  carriage  of  our  commodities  to  market  in 
ur  own  vessels,  and  points  out  the  appropriate 
«ans  for  effecting  that  object.    Without  repeat- 
ig  the  particular  modes  of  retaliation  which  he 
roposed,  it  is  only  necessary  to  say  that  a  naval 
ttce  constttnted  no  part  of  his  system,  and  is 
Of  even  mentioned.    Now,  sir,  if  any  ftjrther 
ridence  be  required  as  to  the  opinion  of  Mr. 
effersoo  in  relation  to  the  policy  of  a  naval  es* 
tblishment,  it  may  be  found  in  the  history  of 
ie  eight  years  iduring  which  he  presided  over 
)e  national  concerns.    It  should  be  remembered 
lit  during  a  coneiderable  part  of  that  term  there 
[as  regularly  an  annual  surplus  of  revenue,  and 
IS  duty  demanded  that  he  should  recommend 
"om  time  ta  time  the  objects  on  which  the  wel- 
tre  of  ihe  nation  requrred  its  expenditure.    In 
Je  whole  course  of  those  prosperous  years,  when 
»Ds  and  lazes  were  never  heard  of,  did  he  ever 
dvise  an  increase  of  the  Navy,  this  **  most  ap- 
wpriate,  adequate,  ond   cheap  defence  ?'*    No, 
>f,  never.    He  did  recomrmend  the  building  of 
noboats  for  the  protection  of  our  ports  and  har- 
^s;  and  the  eiperience  of  other  nations  has 
^ved  that  they  are  better  calculated  for  that 
l^J^t  than  any  naval  force  whauoever.    But 
'«  are  told  that  the  views  which  some  of  us 


effects  of  this  prejudice?  It  ha^  eiempted  the 
nation'  from  a  participation  in  the  ruinous  want, 
of  Kurope^  to  which,  if  in  possession  of  a  fleet, 
we  should  have  long  since  have  been  a  party  It 
has  reduced  the  public  debt  from  eighty-three 
millions  of  dollars  to  less^than  thirty*four,  and  in 
so  much  diminished  the  public  burdens — a  debt 
which  had  been  increased  by  the  profuse  expend- 
itures of  former  Administrations,  The-  people 
.have  rapidly  advanced  in  wealth;  they  have  en« 
ioyed  the  fruits  of  their  honest  industry,  and  they 
have  been  happy.  The  whole  country  has  pre- 
sented a  scene  of  contentment  and  prosperity 
which  is  unexampled  in  the  world ;  and^  if^^such 
are  the  glorious  consequences  of  *' prejudice,''  I 
acknowledge  its  inftuenoe^  and  will  not  consent 
to  abandon  it.  That  we  are  now  beset  witii 
troubles  and  embarrassments,  no  man  will  deny ; 
notcan  it  be  believed  that  they  could  have  been 
averted,  or  would  now  be  removed,  by  the  pro* 
posed  naval  force. 

Bogland  captures  our  vessels  sailing  to  the 
Continent,  and  condemns  them  under  her  Orders 
in  Council.    Our  other  losses  have  resulted  prin- 
cipally from  confiscations  under  municipal  regu- 
lations.   Now,J[  would  ask,  of  what  avail  would 
be  any  naval  force  which  the  resources  of  this 
country  coqid  furnish,  in  remedying  these  evils? 
There  is  not  an  intelligent  merchant  in  the  na- 
tion who  would  accept  a  convoy  to  the  conti- 
nent of  Europe ;  he  would  prefer  the  chance  of 
escaping  the  British  cruisers  by  his  own  exer- 
tions and  enterprise.    And  if  England  with  her 
thousand  ships  has  failed  to  break  down  the  con- 
tinea  la  1  system,  it  cannot  be  imagined  that  a  few 
American  frigates  would  frighten  Napoleon  out 
of  his  purposes.    Indeed  it  is  diflScult  to  conceive 
how  ships  can  afibrd  protection  to  property  after 
it  is  landed  within  his  dominions.    On  the  high 
seas  the  navy  of  England,  unrivalled  as  it  is,  has 
not  been  able  to  protect  her  commerce  from  the 
depredations  of  French  privateers,  nor  will  it 
from  ours  if  we  shall  be  engaged  in  war  with 
her.    Did  not  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, f  Mr.  Cbfves,)  whose  distiuffuished  talents 
have  neen  exerted  in  behalf  of  the  present  bill, 
declare  to  the  House  that  England  Is  weakest  on 
the  ocean;  that  she  could  not  protect. her  com- 
merce; and  shall  tbe  United  States  expect  to  ac- 
complish an  object  by  a  few  ships  which  hun- 
dreds have  been  found  incompetent  to  attain? 
Unquestionably  if  the  navy  of  England  is  incom- 
petent to  the  protection  of  her  commerce ;  if, 
after  having  expended  millions  and  hundreds  of 
millions  on  her  naval  establishment  she  is  still 
weakest  on  the  ocean.  We  are  furnished  with  an. 
insuperable  argument  against  the  proposed  meas- 
ure. ^  Reference  has  been  made  to  the  events  of 
1708,  and  gentlemen,  aware  that  the  people  of 
the  United  States  condemned  the  project  of  a 
navy  at  that  time,  say  it  may  have  been  wrong 
then  and  right  now,    I  can  readily  perceive  how 
the  reverse  of  this  proposition  might  be  true,  but 
the  case  a^  stated  cannot  be  correct.    Whether 


^lertain  on  this.subjeel,  are  the  result  of  preju- 1  we  look  at  the  resources  of  the  coqntrf,  or  the 
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state  of  the  world,  reasoos  may  be  urgf^d  for  a 
naval  establish  men  t  then,  which  ate  totally  inap- 
plicable to  present  times  and  circumstances.  The 
object  was  to  oppose  the  depredations  of  French 
cruisers;  and  considering  the  small  naval  force 
of  France  compared  with  that  of  Enfrland,  the 
force  then  proposed  was  probably  adequate  to 
effect  it.  But  at  present  our  resources  and  means 
cannot  furnish  any  naval  force  hut  which  it  it  is 
admitted  will  be  inadequate;  and  really  if  I  were 
an  advocate  for  the  proposed  system^  I  would 
iVankly  acknowledge  that  the  opposition  of  the 
Republicans  in  1798  was  wron^»  and  that  the 
then  ru(iog  party  were  right.  We  are  told,  how- 
ever^ that  jn  1798  the  people  also  condemned 
armies  and  loans  and  taxes,  and  that  to  be  con- 
sistent we  should  vote  against  them  uow.  Sir, 
the  opposition  to  armies,  loans,  and  taxes  at  that 
•  time,  resulted  from  a  conviction  on  the  public 
mind,  not  that  they  must  be  improper  under  any 
circumstances,  but  that  they  were  then  unneces- 
sary. It  was  a  system  of  patronage  and  expense 
evidently  without  a  legitinuite  object,  and  there- 
fore justly  condemned.  There  was  no  foreign 
enemy  on  which  the  Army  could  possibly  oper- 
ate, and  it  was  obvious  that  it  could  not  have  been 
intended  to  defend  the  country  against  a  foreign 
foe.  How  is  the  case  now?  The  public  senti- 
ment has  called  for  war  with  England,  and  an 
army,  therefore,  is  necessary  to  our  defence,  and 
to  attack  the  neighboring  piossessiona  of  the  ene- 
my. But  the  opposition  to  a  naval  establish- 
ment was  founded  not  on  the  time  nor  circum- 
stances, because  if  war  with  France  was  proper, 
a  naval  force,  being  adequate  to  inflict  a  deep 
wound  upon  her,  was  not  without  an  object,  as 
"was  the  Army ;  on  the  coiltrajry,  the  arguments 
against  a  navy  were  drawn  from  the  nature  of 
the  thiog  itself,  as  when  established  being  a  per- 
manent evil,  incompatible  with  the  peace  and 
welfare  of  the  country.  And  I  concur  perfectly 
in  the  opinion  that  the  liberties  of  this  country 
are  more  likely  to  be  endangered^  by  navies  than 
armies,  although  there  is  no  ground  to  apprehend 
a  direct  subversion  from  either.  We  are  exempted 
from  such  an  apprehension  by  the  extent  of  ter- 
ritory over  which  our  population  is  scattered  ;  the 
habits,  feelings,  and  pursuits  of  the  people;  the 
nature  of  our  institutions,  and  the  various  cir- 
cumstances which  distinguish  the  United  States 
from  the  rest  of  the  world.  When  the  British 
^possessions  to  the  North  shall  have  been  taken,  it 
IS  scarcely  possible  that  ambition  can  find  a  pre- 
text for  raising  a  coDsiderahJe  army.  If  it  be 
apparent,  as  it  will  be,  that  there  is  no  proper 
object  against  which  an  army  can  act,  the  people 
will  frown  on  every  attempt  to  raise  one,  as  they 
did  in  1798.  Build  a  navy,  and  there  will  always 
be  plausible  pretexts  for  inoreasiog  it.  Your 
navy,  as  all  navies  have  done  from  their  orinnal 
institution,  will  produce  wars,  and  wars  will  fur- 
nish arguments  for  increasing  your  navy.  That 
such  will  be  the  course  of  events,  the  history  of 
every  naval  Power  that  has  existed  fully  demon- 
strates. The  West  India  islands  are  at  your 
doors,  and  afford  temptations  which  witb  a  naval 


force  would  not  long  be  resisted.  It  is  scafcelr 
necessary  for  me  to  remark  that  comiptioDi!t&^ 
only  instrument  which  can  ever  be  suecesaiGi.; 
wielded  against  the  liberties  of  this  peopU.  1: 
then,  wars  produce  corruption,  and  owing  uii' 
local  situation  and  circumstances  of  this coel^ 
a  navy  is  an  instrument  better  calculated  to  c> 
ate  wars  than  an  army.  I  think  it  follows  cofic.i- 
sively  that  if  is  more  danjg^rous  to  the  poUk  y.- 
erty.  That  both  are  inimical  to  peace,  ««r 
least  believed  by  the  framers  of  the  CoDstitaie: 
It  is  provided  that  no  State  ahall,  without  vx 
consent  of  Congress,  **  keep  troops  or  shi}»  r 
war  in  time  of  peace.''  Wby>  if  a  asTalf^rn 
be  "  perfectly  innoxious  to  the  public  libeny' 
was  this  restriction  imposed  on  tne  States?  L 
no  other  view  than  thai  which  I  have  mtd 
could  such  a  restriction  have  been  neeessarr.  r 
would  it  have  secured  the  assent  of  the  Suip. 

Another  argument  has  been  arged  io  far»  ^ 
the  bill,  which,  if  well  founded,  would  be  c?^ 
elusive.  It  is,  that  the  Constitution  imperiavi 
enjoins  on  Congress  the  providing  of  t  otn 
'*  Congress  shall  have  power  io  provide  aod  dm- 
tain  a  navy."  Such  are  the  words  of  the  C» 
stitution;  and  in  order  to  shaw  •  that  so  far  trts 
being  imperative  they  only  delegate  a  di»mi»- 
ary  power  which  nuy  or  may  not  be  exerdae 
as  Congress  shall  judge  proper.  I  will  call  thet- 
tenrionof  the  House  to  other  powers  granted  >!| 
similar  terms.  ,  "  Congress  shall  have  powers 
borrow  money,  to  raise  and  support  anDie&K 
grant  letter*  of  marqjie  and  reprisal."  Nov.f 
there  be  an  imperative  obligntioD  to  prorbki 
navy  independent  of  all  circumstances  wu:s>i 
ever,  we  are  e<^ually  bound  to  exercise  the  ot3? 
po  wenu  The  grant  in  each  case  is  ceruiol;  tk 
same,  and  therefore  necessarily  entitled  to  )^ 
same  construction.  If,  however,  the  coastmetiJ 
for  which  some  have  contended  were  comet., 
would  ask  the  gentleman  from  South  Csroasi 
^Mr.  Cbbvbs,)  what  becomes  of  his  favorite  pn> 
ject  of  manning  a  navy  by  withholding  comaiS' 
sions  of  marque  and  reprisal.  The  geatieai: 
when  told  that  a  fleet  could  not  be  manoed  wiift- 
out  impressment,  replied  that  on  the  eve  of  vt' 
we  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  refuse  conimis:i%3 
to  privateers  until  a  competent  number  of  sa- 
men  for  the  naval  service  was  procured.  But  i 
the  authority  to  provide  a  navy  were  imperaiiTt 
that  to  issue  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  wosi^ 
be  equally  so,  and  consequently  they  could  noi^ 
Withheld. 

We  are  told)  however,  sir»  that  a  navy  is  ii^» 
pensable  to  the  protection  of  commerce^  aod  liut 
it  is  the  bounden  duty  of  Congress  to  protect 
commerce,  cost  what  it  may.  1  deny  the  (ro^ 
rectness  of  either  proposition.  Commerce  is  tbt 
act  of  buying  and  selling,  and  has  gaio  for  «& 
object.  Prosecute  it  at  an  expense  greater  iba: 
its  profits,  and  the  object  is  totally  losu  Aa  laii- 
vidual  engaged  in  any  species  of  trade  will  sUs- 
don  it  whenever  it  becomes  a  losing  busine».  ac^ 
a  wise  Government,  in  extending  its  proteciisi 
powers,  will  be  influenced  by  the  same  priDcipie. 
If.  Congress  undertakes  (o  protect  a  pDftioa  «' 
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le  commttiiity,  in  a  branch  of  commerpe,  at  sn 
maal  expense  greater  tban.  it&  profits  wonld  pay, 
can.  only  be  done  by  taking  money  from  the 
)ckets  of  otbersi  ki  viotiBtion  of  the  Constitni- 
Boal  injunction  to  promote  the  general  ADelfave, 
ir,  the  object  of  Government  is  to  promote  the 
cority  and  happiness  of  the  people.  In  attain- 
g  that  obiect,  there  are  certain  indispensable 
Uies  which  must  be  ^performed,  ox  allegiance 
«se$.  The  person  and  property  of  the  citizen 
hile  within  the  country  are,  as.  a  matter  of 
gbt»  entitled  to  protection  from' foreign  and  do- 
estic  violence,  cost  whit  it  may. .  But  how  far 
'otectioQ  shall  be  afforded  'v^ithout  your  juris* 
etional  limits,  is  altogether  a  subject  of  policy, 
ational  independence  is  a  perfect  right,  and 
Dst  be  maintained  4t. every  hazard.  Foreign 
>mmeTce  is  an  imperfe^  right,  which  cannot  be< 
cercised  without  the  consent  o|*  parties  in de- 
rodent  of  ea«h  other;  and  the  extent  to  which 
roiectioQ  should  be  afforded  always  has  beeo. 
id,  from  the  nature  of  th6  right?,  always  most 
;,  a  matter  of  calculation.  One  nation  may  or 
ay  not  trade  with  another,  and  there  is  no  in- 
ingement  of  its  rights;  but  an  attack  on  a  per- 
et  right  is  a  violation'  of  the  laws  of  nature  anc) 
'  nations,  and  demands  the  mOst  prompt  resist- 
ice.  But  supposing  you  were  authorized  to  com- 
il  France  oi:  any  other  nation,  to  buy  your  pro- 
icts,  it  requires  no  argum.ents  to  prove  that-such 
1  effect  could  not  result  from  a  naval  estabiish- 
ent.  .     . 

Permit  me  to  notice^  however,  a  new  sjratem  of 
)liiical  economy,  which  has  been  introduced  in 
le  course  of  the  present  discussion.  We  have 
»ard  that  the  merchant  pays  the  revenue  which 
ipports  the  Qovernment;  that  commerce  is  th^ 
inual  capital  of  the  country,  amounting  to  six 
lodred  miUions  of  dollars;  and  we  are  asked, 
iriil  you  abandon  that  capital  ?"  I  had  always 
«n  taught  to  believe  that  the  revenue  was  drawn 
om  the  purses  of  the  consumers,  and  that  the  act 
'  buying  and  selling  was  distinfi^uishablefrom 
e  article  bought  or  sold.  The  lact  is,  that  the 
ere  bant  onl^  /advances  the  revenue  or  gives 
)nd  to  pay  it,  but  the  amount  is  added  to  (he 
»t  of  his  goods;  ai^d  he  is  eventually  reimbur- 
d  by  the  consumer  with  a  profit.  The  [leople 
'  the  United  States  therefore,  who  consume  the 
)ods,  pay  the  revenue,  and  not  the  merchant, 
he  capital  of  commerce  is  the  annual  surplus 
oducts  of  the  country,  which  havenev^amottut- 
t  to  fifty  millions  of  dollars.  Still  I  am  not  dis- 
)sed  to  abandon  commerce,  because,  as  I  have 
^fore  remarked,  it  is  indispensable,  in  a  great  de- 
ee,  to  the  prosperity  of  agriculture.  They  are, 
deed,  as  has  been  said  by  the  gentletnan  from 
ew  York  (Mr.  Mitcbili«,)  "  twin  sisters,"  and 
*t  they  are  very  unlike  in  character.  Agricul- 
ire,  the  elder  sister,  U  contented,  frank,  and  un- 
tspiciotts — always  making  sacrifices^  never  re- 
fiving  any  in  return.  Commerce,  the  younger 
ster,  is  cunninff,avaricious,an4rapacrous-^never 
tisfied  unless  ner  gains  are  commensurate,  with 
IT  desires.'  Such  are  their  characters  as  fur- 
shed  by  history.    There  is  no  instance  of  the 


great  mass  of  agriculturists  in  any  country  be>- 
pomlng  corrupt  j  while:  on  the  contrary,  States 
that  have  been  peculiarly  commercial,  have  beefi 
peculiarly  corrupt^  For  an  example,  t  refer  gen- 
tlemen to  Holland,  from  whom  they  have  drawn 
arguiieiettts  4n  support  of  their  system  of  naval 
po^er.  '  The  idea,  Mr.  Speaker,  which  I  wish  to 
convey,  is,  that  notwithstanding  the  intimate 
connexion  which  subn'sts  between  agriculture  and 
cdmmerce,  the  interest  of  the  latter  may  bd  pro- 
moted at  the  expense  of  the  former  State;  that  such 
has  generally  be^n  the  case,  ajnd  that  it  will  prob- 
.  i|bly  continue  to  be  so  in  all  countries  where  com- 
merotal  influence  is  extensive. '  The  magnanimity 
which  has  l|een  displayed  by  the  planting  and 
farming  interests  of  this  country,  in  affording  pro- 
tection to  the  commercial)  ought  not  to  be  over- 
looked. Does  not  your  statute  book  furnish  con* 
elusive  evidence  thatcommeroe  has  been  fostered 
at  the  expense  of  agriculture  ?  The  great  body 
of  the  people  derive,  comparatively,  scarcely  any 
benefit  from  your  system  of  drawbacks,  discrimi- 
nating duties,  dbc,  and  aUhpugh  it  is  probably  the 
source  of  our  present  troubles,  it  has  not  been 
abandoned.  The  jealousy -of  England  in  relation 
to  the  extensive  carrying  trade  of  th«  United 
•States  which  has  grown  out  of  thatsystem,  was 
folly  manifested  in  the  late  treaty  negotiated  by 
Mr;  Monroe;  and  it  H  not  improbable  that  a  relin- 
quishment ofthe  system  at  that  tiime  might  have 
produced  an  adjustment  of  our  differences.  But, 
sip,  this  is  not  enough ;  'the  people  must  be  taxed 
to  build  a  navy.  Twelve  seventy-fours  and 
twenty  frigates  are  wanted,  and,  as  we  are  told, . 
will  b0  competent  to  protect  commerce,  and  de-  • 
fend  a  seacoast  of  two  thousand  miles.  They  are 
at  the  same  moment  to  protect  your  trade  at  least 
as  flir  as  the  Gujf  Stream  ;  defend  the  mouths  ot 
the  Mississippi,  Boston,  New  York,  and  aU  the  in- 
termediate ports  imd  harbors.  If,  indeed,  those 
objects  could  be  secured  by  the  proposed  force,  it  - 
must  possess  attributes  which  have  never  belonged 
to  any  similar  establishtnent.  It  is  said  that  Eng- 
land, with  all  her  ships  of  war,  ^^  is  weakest  on  the. 
ocean ;"  and  yet,  from  the  same  quarter,  we  leara 
the  incalculable  advantages  which  are  to  be  de- 
fived  from  a  few  firigates  and  seventy-fours.  The 
truth  \%^  that  conquest  and  oppression  were  the 
objects  for  which  navies  have  been  instituted,  and 
to  such  they  have  always  been  applied.  The^ 
same  motives  which  gave  rise  to  standing  armies 
r  on  the  Continent  of  Europe,  produced  the  British 
navy  ;  and  they  have  both  been  used  for  the  same 
purposes.  But,  say  gentlemen,  this  is  an  argu- 
ment drawn  from  abuse,  and  may  be  urged  against 
the  use  of  any  and  every  power.  I  admit  that 
this  remarlc  is  in  general  correct,  but  it  does  not 
follow  that  all  powers  are  equally  liable  to  abuse, 
nor  that  there  are  none  which  if  used  will  cer- 
tainly be  abused.  For  etample— the  Constitu*- 
'Mon  deprives  the  States  of  the  power  to  keep  ships 
of  war  in  tiiiie  of  peace,  while  in  the  exercise  ei 
other  important  powers  thejr  are  not  restrained. 
Why  this  pai^ticular  restriction  ?  The  peculiar 
liberty  of  this  power,  if  used,  to  be  abused.  I  re- 
peat, then>  that  navies. are  calculated  toproduca 
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mischief,  but  tiial  they  never  hare  been  eompe- 
tent  to  protect  and  perpetuate  the  commerce  of 

•  any  nation.  Holland  was  an  exteosire^y  com- 
mer4:iai  and  naval  Power,  and  how  was  her  com- 
merce  destroyed?  The  advocates  of  a  navy 
have  furnished  U^e  answer: — by  the  navigation 
aysteoi  of  Engiaqd.    Certain  municipal  eqtnmer- 

.  cial  regulations  in  the  British  ports  ruined  the 
trade  of  Holland,  her  navy  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. Well,  sir,  what  is  the  inference? 
That  a  navy  i«  necessary  or  adequate  to  the 
maintenance  of  commerce  ?  Unquestionably  nd. 
It  proves  all  the  opponents  to  this  bill  can  desire: 
t4iat  commerce  it  neither  dependent  on  such  pro- 
lection,  nor  capable  of  being  maintained  by  it. 
The  best  support  to  trade  is  the  ability  of  a  na- 
tion to  furnish  on  the  most  reasonable  terms  such 
articles  as  are  necessary  to  the  wants  or  conveni- 
ences of  others;  and,  as  evidence  -of  ihe  fact,  I 
would  refer  to  the  history  of  our  own  country. 
The  cominerce  of  the  United  States  has  flour- 
ished heyond  example  without  a  navy,  while  £og- 

■  land  with  her  great  naritime  force  has  not  been 
able  to  compete  with  the  enterpi^ise  of  our  mer- 
ehanis.  What  is  the  condition  of  England,  and 
what  the  state  of  her  commerce?  Stie  is  shut 
•  out  from  the  continent  of  Europe,  and  from  this 
country.  Her  merchants  are  becoming  baakrupts ; 
her  manufacturers  in  a  situation  the  most  miser- 
able, and  the  nation  is  writhing  under  the  conse- 
quences of  a  system  produced  by  the  iaordtnate 

*  ambition  which  has  resulted  from  its  nayal  supe- 
riority. ,And-  although  a  great  naval  force  has 
been  competent  to  create  such  wretchedness,  it  is 
found  to  be  perfectly  inadequate  to  its  relief.  Na- 
poleon, by  municimti  regulations,  has  auspended 
the  commerce  of  England,  which  supported  her 
nary,  but  which  her  navy  cannot  defend  nor  pro- 
tect. It  is  true,  that,  in  consequence  of  her  mari- 
time strength,  France  dare  not  send  a  ship  of  war 
to  sea;  but  it  is  not  less  true,  that  the  continental 
aystem  has  inflicted  a  wound  upon  her  commerce 
equal  to  that  which  she  has  been  able  to  inflict 
oil  the  commerce  of  others.  And  permit  me  to  re- 
mark, that  if  Bonaparte,  with  probably  more  than 
an  hundred  shipa-of-thc-line,  is  unable  to  protect 
foreign  commerce,  it  would  appear  difficult  to  con- 
ceive bow  we  could  effect  that  object  with  tea  frig- 
ates, 4>v  twelve  seventy-fours  and  twenty  frigates. 
I  conclude,  then,  sir,  that  commerce  and  naval 
power  are  not  identified,  and  that  opposition  to  the 
one,  affords  no  presumption  of  hostility  to  the  other. 
We  are  hostile  to  the  proposed  navy,  because  it  is 
inadequate  to  the  object  for  which  it  is  intended, 
and  because  it  is  calculated  to  involve  the  nation 
in  useless  and  wasteful  expenditures.  We  deduce 
from  history,  that,  while  naval  Powers  have  pos- 
.sessed  the  ability  and  disposition  to  annoy  the 

.  commerce  of  others,  they  have  not  been  able  to 
•p^tect  and  perpetuate  their  own. 

But|  for  national  defence,  a  navy  is  "the  most 
appropriate,  adequate,  and  eheap»^  As  to  its 
■cheapness,  it  is  only  necessary  to  remark  that  the 
pay  of  a  soldier  is  five  dojjars  per  month,  and 
that  of  seamen  in  the  naval  service  twelve  dollars. 
And  as^o  th^  comparative  view  of  expeadittires 


on  a  navy  and  fortifications,  which  hasbecflpe- 
sented  by  the  gentleman  from  Sooth  Caidja 
(Mr.  CbbveSj)  1  cannot  perceive  its  beario*,}. 
the  present  question*  If,  as  the  gentlemaD  tf«» 
to  suppose,  the  proposed  Navid  £Lstahlish&ct 
v^ouid  dispense,  with  fortifications,  the  coopvh 
son  would  be  applicable;  but  a  refereoce  lo ;i( 
report  with  which  he  has  furnisbed  the  E<m 
will  cleaVly  show  that  such  is  not  the  csIcqUimx. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Na^y  remarks,  ihittve^ 
seveoty*foursand  twenty  fngaCes  *'woaid  beoe- 
petent," — "uniting,   oecasioDaliy,  in  operiiab 
with  gonboats  already  built^   if  equipped 
brought  into  service,  and  our  fortificaiioar  ' 
afford  complete  proteetioo  to  oar  harbors*"  Tba 
appears,  that  goahoats  and  fortificatioos,  bodii 
which  the  gentleman  from  Sooth  CaroliDa  a 
excluded  from  the  cost  of  defence,  are  to  bee 
sidered  a  part  of  the  estimate.     The  wboi^ 
-this  ^*  cheap  defence'*  would  cost  for  baildiBfi 
one  year's  service  (leaving  out  of  Tiew  tbess! 
alrei^dy  expended)  more  than  the  whole  as 
of  our  revenue  in  the  Uiost  prosperous  yean, 
far 'more  than  that  which  it  is  probable  vai 
incurred  in  any  short  period.    But  suppose  u 
fleet  were  built  and  equipped,  would  it  ifi 
complete  protection  to  our   harbors  ?    No  & 
Did  ^not  the  gentleman  from   South  Cart^ 
(Mr.  LoWnoes,)  one  of  the  advocates  of  a  dsi 
declare  to  the  House,,  that  one  British  semrrj 
four  could  block  up  the  harbor  of  New  Yen 
defiance  of  your  existing  Naval  Establisbmai 
And  yet  we  are  told  by  other  advocates  that: 
American  vessel  of  the  same  rate  will  be  e<^ 
to  three  of  England.    Let  us  examine  the  m 
ing  on  which  this  latter  position  is  founded 
is  assumed  as  a  fact,  from  which  very  (ok 
conclusions  have  been  drawn,  that  oar  narf 
not  to  be  separated,  while  at  the  same  time  u 
to  defend  our  extensive  seacoast;  and  tbai 
enemy  is  to  be  attacked  ^  in  detail,  when  hi^^ 
fliels  may  be  scattered."    How  a  few  ships  iJ« 
defend  aa  extent  of  fifteen  hundred  or  two  tbi 
sand  miles,  and  always  to  be  kept  together,  u 
yond  my  Ikmited  comprehension  ;  nor  do  I  ] 
oeive  why  the  vessels  of  the  enemy  shoaid 
scattered.    It  does,  indeed,  app^  to  me  rbit 
reverse  of  these  propositions  will  be  fooo^  tr« 
If  the  proposed  force  is  intended  to  defend  o^ 
numerous  ports ^  and  harbors,  it  muM  necessanb 
be  divided  and  apportioned  anaong  them;  oi!^ 
wise,  it  will  not  be  applied  to  the  eontempiti^ 
objects. 

The  assatliag  foree  has  ba(  one  object  to  atu^ 
and  that  is,  to  attack  the  most  volnoable  ^ 
While  our  vessels,  therefore,  must  be  scaiief^ 
.  from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  and  coiitifli»'i{ 
liable  to  be  attacked  by  a  superior  force,  i^l 
enemy  will  separate,  or  not,  as  inducements  ouj 
present  themselves.  But  the  American  res^ 
say  gentleinea,  will  have  the  advantage  of  m 
ing  refuge  and  security,  when  attacked  by  ^^ 
rior  force,  in  our  ports.  What,  sir!  icscb  ft?a 
commanders,  the  art  of  running,  and  at  ihe^sj 
time  rely  on  them  for  the  defence  of  the  cooDirfj 
It  is  van  art  which  I  am  persuaded  will  aoc  0^ 
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earot  by  a  Rodgera  or  Peettar,  andl  am'unwiU 
iDg  to  ]xlace  th.eiu  lo  a  situation  where  they  must 
lecessoiriiy  eaeoaotfr  a  force  ao  ina'ch  greater 
ban  aoy  we  can  furnish,  as  to  render^  defeat  in- 
riiable.  Aa  to  any  advantage  whicii  Is  expected 
rom  "our  superior  knowledge  of  the  shoals  with 
rbich  our  seacoast  abound,"  in  the  *^fogs  to. 
rikich  it  is  peeuUarly  subject/'  I  will  only  reooark, 
bat  the  best  charts  of  the  coast  which  are  used 
y  oar  mariners  ate  of  British  manofac^re.  And 
s  10  the  idea  which  has  been  expressed,  that 
Hoglaod  eannot  send  a  nafal  force  to  the  AmeH- 
an  station  superior  to  that.wbich  it  is  proposed 
0  create,  I  really  cannot-  discover  the  source 
rom  which  such.an  extraordinary  eoncl.usiOB  is 
rawo.  England  has  in  commissioti  at  tlus  mo* 
Dent  near  eight  hundred  vessels,  of  which  one 
iQodred  and  sixty  are  ships-of-th!e-Ifne»  Of  the 
itter,  sbe  has  also  in  ordinarir  upwards  of  a  bonr 
red,  and  supposing  she  coula  not  5pare  a  eompe- 
ent  force  from  her  existing  establishment,  what 
\  to  binder  her  from  manning  and  equipping 
i[ty  ships-of*the4ioe  for  the  purpose  of  destroy- 
Qg  the  navy  of  the  UiHted  States?  She  has 
Be  hundred  and  forty  thousand  seamen  in  her 
iierchant  vessels,  whose  services  she  oommands 
y  impressment  whenever  they  are  wanted  for 
aval  operations  ;  and,  in  fact,  she  has  notbing  to 
0  but  to  will  the  destruction  of  your  tweJTe 
eventy-foors  ao,d  twenty  frigates,  and  they  are 
e:itroyed.  '  In  thus  acknowl(^dging  our  inferiority 
0  Great  Britain  on  the  Ocean,  it  may  be  added 
bat  every  other  nation  is  in  the  same  situation^ 
od  that. we  hav6  it  in  our  power  to  retaliate  on, 
ad  for  the  injuries  we 'have  suffered.  Sir,  the 
eople  of  this,  country  vill  not  believe  that  their 
ifety  depends  on  sbips  of  war.  Their  virtue, 
trength,  and  patriotism,  are  the  foundation  of 
ational  security,  and  while  those  attributes  re- 
laio  unim paired^  there  is  nothing  to  fear  from 
»reiga  or  domestic  enemies. 

I  have  so  far,  Mr.  Speaker,  considered  princi- 
aily  the  eflSciency  of  a  Naval  Bstablishment,  oa 
lie  supposition,  that  our  resources  and  form  of 
overnment  would  enable  us  to  support  it.  I  will 
ow  endeavor  to  show  that  in  this  country  the 
lanning  of  a  navy  to  any  considerable  extent 
puld  not  be  eflfected  without  resorting,  in  viola- 
ion  of  the  CoostitutioB^.to  the  odious  practice  of 
npressment.  Qentlemea  are  certainly  mistaken 
)  supposing  that  a  navy  could  be  manned  here 
s  cheap  as  in  Euglana.  ,Her  seamen  are  paid 
lirty  shillings  a  month,  ours  twelve  doiiarsy^and 
equently  more.  She  compels  them  to  engage 
Dd  serve  for  that  sum — we  rely  on  voluntary  ea- 
agemenis.  The  ordinary  pay  of  seamen  in  our 
lerchant  service  is  thirty  dollars  per  month  $  and 

would  appeal  to  the  common  observation  of 
By  man  to  determine,  whether  it  is  probable  they 
rould  veltnquish  that  service  for  the  purpose  of 
iceiviog  only  twelve  dollars.  We  find  other 
ations  incapable  of  manning  their  navies  except 
jT  force — FraOce  by  maritime  conscription,  and 
•Dgland  by  impressment.  And,  sir,  if  countries 
verflowing  with  population,  (a  considerable  pro- 
ortion  ofwhicli  is  without  a  su&ienef  of  (be 


neee.ssaries  of  Ufe,)«  can  not  obtain  men  for  their 
naval  service,  without  resorting  to  the  most. cruel 
violence,  it  should  not  be  preMinied  that  the  Uni- 
ted States,  abounding  in  the  coinforls  of  life  to  a 
greater  extent  than  in  population,  would  be  more 
successful.  The  fallacy  of  the  opinion  that  dur- 
ing war  the  pay  in  the  merchant  service  would 
be  so  mnc'h  lower  than  in  times  of  peace,  as  to 
enable  the  GK>vetnmeBt  to  obtain  seamen  at  a 
reasonable  price,  is  fully  proved  by  the  experience 
of  17d8.  During  the  qoasi  war  with  France,  the 
pay  in  merchant  yessels  was  from  twenty-aixto 
thirty  dollars;  and  I  presume  it  will  not  be  con- 
tended that  the  resources  of  the  country  would 
be  competent  at  that  rate  to  maintain,  a  Naval 
Establish  mettt. 

It  has  been  propmed,  however,  to  obviate  this 
difficulty,  by- withholding  conimissions  from  pri- 
vateers. The  seameo  are  thus  to  be  tbrown  out 
of  employment,  that  tbey  may  the  more  readily 
engage  in  the  naval  service.  The  effect  of  this 
project  would  be  nearly  the  same  as  that  of  im- 
pressment— in  tbe  one  ease  force .  would  be  ap- 
plied indirectly,  ajid  in  tbe  other  directly.  I  see 
no  difference,  as  it  respects  the  citizen,  whether' 
he  is  forced  into  compliance  by  starvation  or  im- 
pressment. And  if  tnis  system  is  to  be  adopted 
in  relation  to  tbe  Navy,  it  would  be  well  to  extend 
it  to  the  Army  also.  A  law  has  passed  author- 
^lug  the  raising  of  twenty -five  thousand  men ; 
and  it  is  feared  that,  according  to  the  Constitu- 
tional mode  oi  enlistment  ,a  lunger  time  will  ha* 
required  to  collect  that  number  than  is  desirable. 
Now,  if.  a  navy  can  be  manned  by  a  Legislative 
act  which  is  intended  to  deprive  the  seamen  of 
tbeir  means  of  subsistence,  why  not  devise  a  plan 
for  starving  soiite  other  portions  of  the  comma-' 
nity,  abd  in  that  way  fill  up  the  ranks  of  your 
Ak'my  ?  The  one  would  be  as  just  as  the  other, 
and  both  would  be  equally  efficacious.  But  there 
is  a  Constitutional  provision  whicb  would  render 
the  proposed  system  wholly  nugatory.  The 
States  are  prohibited  from  keeping  ships  of  war 
in  time  of  peace  only.  It  is  obvious,  therefore , 
that  if  the  Qeoeral  Qoveroment  attempt  to  force 
tbe  seamen  belonging  to  any  State  into  their 
naval  service,  by  refusing  commissions  to  priva« 
teers,  such  States,  by  issuing  commissions,  may 
completely  defeat  your  object. 

Thus,  sir,  if  gentlemen  are  determined  to  make 
the  United.  States  a  naval  Power,  they  must  re- 
sort to  the  same  oppressive  measures,  which  o tbe r 
countries  have  adopted-^measures  to  which,  I  as- 
sert, the  freemen  of  this  country  will  never  sub- 
mit. Tbe  gentleman  fropi  South  Carolina  {Mr. 
CBfiVBo)  abhors  impressment,  but  at  the  same  time 
contends  that  Congvess  has  Con&ciiutionalauthor- 
ity  to  command  the  services  of  the  citizens  when 
and  wbere  they  think  proper.  It  appears  to  me  that  • 
ii  an  individual  is  dragged  from  his  home  h^ainst 
his- will,  and  committed  to  the  ocean,  it  cannot 
be  material  by  what  name  you  designate  the  act; 
To  convey  forcibly  a  freeman  without  the  limits 
of  the  United  States,  who  had  violated  no  law, 
committed  no  eriibe,  is  an  exercise  of  sovereignty 
which  I  verily  believe  tbe  fraoders.of  the  Const!- 
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tution  never  ihongtu  of  delegating*.  La  wha$ 
terms  is  tbis  exiraordiaapy  power  granted? 
^^CoQgress  shafl  have  power  to  provide  aod 
maintain  a  Navy.''  From  thia  expression  alone,- 
gentiemeo^  for  the  first  time  since,  tbe  adoption 
of  the  Constitution — for  until  now  the  doctrine 
was  never  beard  of — have  considered  tbe  power 
implied  which  places  the  liberties  of  ibis  people 


oaniam,'  whicb '  he  drew  io  with  his  first  brnu. 
so  long-woqld  he  lift  up  his  liand  against  the  ia- 
provident  expenditure  of  public  money,  tad  ei- 
deayor  to  keep  tbe  Government  witbia  tbost 
rules  of  economy  whicb  brought  ic  intoexisui^ 
But,  tbougb  he  was  an  advocate  foreeonomT.i> 
was  not  tor  withholding  appropriations  for  tn'] 
expenditure  whicb  he  believed  oecesary  forue 


completely  at  the  mercy  of  the  General  Govern-    public  safety;  nor  would  the  people  of  tbiscon 


meot.  If  suob  an  atithority  as  tbis  can  be  drawn 
by  implicatioD,  ail^  the  restrictions  coniadied  in 
the  Constitution  are  nugatory.  ^' Congress  shall 
have  power  to  borrow  i(noney,"  <feo.  Here  is- a 
similar  grant  of  power ;  and  indubitably  if,  under 
the  authority  to  provide  a  Navy,  you  can  deprive 
the  citizen  of  his  liberty,  it  follows^  that  under 
authority  to  borrow,  you  may  force  him  to  lend 
his  money.  So^  under  the  power  ^'  to  raise  and 
support  armies,"  you  may  compel  enlistments; 
and  thus  your  authority  over  the  penuDua  and 
purses  of  the  people  becomes  uolimited.  Bir, 
such  a  doctrine,  I  am  persuaded,  will  never  ^be 
sanctioned  by  this  House. 

Mr.  B.  said.  His  indisposition  would  not  per^ 
mit  him'  to  say  more  upon  the  subject.  He  con- 
sidered it  impracticable  to  carry  into  effect  the 
proposed  system,  without  subverting  the  foun- 
dations of  the  Constitution ;  and  he  would  not 
consent  to  destroy  the  temple  of  liberty  for  the 
purpose  of.  building  on  its  ruins  a  Naval  Estab- 
lishment. 

#*  Mr.  Nelson  said  he  would  make  a  few  re- 
marks on  this  question,  as  this  was  the  £rst  o^- 
portuuity  which  he  had  found  of  offering  his  sen- 
timents on  a  subject,  considered,  on  ail  hands,  as 
of  tbe  first  importance  to  the  country.  It  was 
not  for  his  own  gratification  that  he  should  tres- 
pass on  the  patience  of  the  House ;  not  because 
ne  feared  to  send  out  hrs  vote  unaccompanied  by 
a  speeob;  not  hecause  those  who  in  any  way 
favor  the  Naval  Establishment  are.charged  with 

.  anti-republican  principles.  Considerations  of  this 
kind  he  disregarded.  It  was  tru^  that  he,  like 
every  other'  Republican  in  this  House,  was  alive 
to  the  dangers  to  which  the  liberties  of  thecouo-' 
try  might  be  exposed  from  large  navy  or  army 
establish  meat*.  But  be  had  no  fears,  from  any 
naval  e&tabli^hment  at  present  proposed,  nor  from 
the  expense  to  be  incurred  in  carrying  it  iato 
effect.  Nor  had  be  any  fears  from  an  additipnal 
army  of  twenty^five  thousand  men,  so  long  as  a 
.  apirit  of  republicanism  and  a  love  of  liberty  pre- 
dominates in  tbis  country;  but  if,  by  indulging 
in  luxury,  add  giving  way  to  a  corruption  df 
manners,  the  pure  fountain  of  republicanism 
should  hereafter  become  polluted,  then  we  might 
have  some  ground  to  fear'  the  effects  of  a  stand- 
ing army  of  even  twenty-five  thousand  men, 
drawn  round  S9me  ambitious  military  chief,  who* 
migbt  turn  them  against  the  Government. 

Economy,- said  Mr.  N.,  is  the  life  and  heart  of 
every  republicaD  Goveroment.  it  was  a  devia- 
tion from  this  principle  which  destroyed  a  former 
Administration.  (Mr.  Adams's)  and  brought  into 
exisienae  the  present  republican  Government. 
So  long  as  he  felt  those  attachments  to  republi- 


try  ever  disapprove  exf>endituies  of  this  kini 

Mr.  N.  was  well  aware  that«  at  the  tiiae  u« 
Republican  Administration  came  into  povet 
jthete  had  .  been  great  complainu  against  ui 
wasteful  expenditure  "of  public  monev;  for  bsTis; 
raised  an. army  and  increased  the  Navy  wttbc: 
necessity;  for  having  constituted  a  Jong  listif 
offices  utmecessary  for  the  due  adinimstrati%tf 
justice,  and  for  having,  in  m&ay  things,  deparac 
from^he  true  principles  of  repabliesn  ecooosT. 

But,  in  all  the  com  plain  la  which  were  aa^ 
against  the  extravagance  of.  that  day.  Mr.  N. 
never  heard  it  denied  that  a  naoderate  naval  fDrct 
was  necessary  for  tbe  protection  of  the  coasrsij: 
harbors  of  tbis  country.-  And  he  did  not  mm 
to  advocate  the  building  of  a  navy  which  ^s&i 
be^le  to  meet  the  navy  of  Oreat  Britaia  ootii 
ocean.  He  wished  for  such  a  one  only  as  wgd 
protect  bur  commerce  in  our  own  waters,  and  it 
able  to  drive  off  any  vessel  of  war  which  sbcsU 
come  upon  our  coast  for -the  purpose  of  aaooyjsf 
and  distressing  u^. 

He  would  forbear  to  make  any  iosinfnii»i 
which  mighc  be  calculated  to  woaod  the  feeliczi 
of  any  gentleman ;  hot  he  thought,  when  fc  .> 
era  I  a  land  force  had  beea  granted,  some  au^* 
tion  ought  to  be  pliid  to  jhe  wishes  of  geotieoet 
who  deemed. a  ^mall  increase  of  ovi  Navy  as  iV 
solutely  necessary  for  our  protection.  Wbatya 
our  object,  in  raising  an  army  of  cweotf-&i( 
thousand  men?  Was  It  not  to  obtain  redress  12 
injuries  committed  on  our  maritime  and  comIQ;^ 
ciai  rights?  Were  the  injur fea  committed  oo  i^ 
land?  Certainly  they  were  not.  Will  tbe  cap- 
ture of  Canada  compel  Great  Britain  to  resper* 
our  commercial  rights  in  future  ?  He  did  ^ 
believe  it  would.  Canada  was  noc  of  mocb  est 
to  Great  Britain,  nor  wotild  it  be  of  much  iieaea* 
to  us.  Ii  is  possible,  however,  the  apprchfouos 
of  losjng  Canada  may  influeaee  Gkeat  BHoio  ic 
repeal  or  modify  her  Orders  in  Council;  if  so.  it 
will  be  very  well ;  bat  if  we  proceed  to  take  ihii 
country,  sh^  will  not  surrender  that  whicli  5^ 
enjoys  without  restraint  for  the  restoratioo  oi  1 
barren  rock;  for,  according  to  his  ideas,  Caiu^i 
was  of  no  advantage  to  Great  Britain  bat  sit 
road  and  harbor* for  her  vessels. 

Mr.  N.  said  it  was  unnecessary  to  prove  i^ 
this  country  had  iust  cause  of  war  against  Gni! 
Britain ;  this  had  been  acknowledged  hj  tk»i 
own  Minister,  id  his  correspondence  with  os: 
Secretary  of  State.  The  conduct  of  this  Go^ 
ernment  has  been  strictly  impartial  to  botii  w 
belligerents ;  none  but  a  madman  would  iosiouiu 
the  contrary.  Tbe  same  terms  had  been  offered  ^' 
both  nations,  and,  if  jone  accepted,  and  tbe  oibei* 
rejected  them^  they  had  each  tneir  own  choice. 
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Both  belligerents,  Mr.  N.^said,  haye  disregarded 
)ar  oeutral  rights ;  hare  not  considered  what  was 
iue  to  us  as  a  neutral;,  but  rather  how  n)uch  in- 
ary  and  injustice  a  neutral  country  would  sub- 
nit  to.  Whence.has  thisj  proceeded?  From  our 
)WQ  acquiescence..  Because  we  did  not  resist 
be  first  aggression,  but  acquiesced  until  accumu- 
ated  injuries  of  both  nations  overwhelmed  us 
rith  violence.  But  we  have,  at  length,  deter- 
aioed  manfully  to  rise  and  maintain  our  rights, 
lot  by  bulletins  and  resolutions^  not  by  appearing 
idIv  to  take  war  measures,  but  in  a  manner  that 
ball  convince  our  enemy,  and  the  world,  that  we 
ire  in  earnest. 

But,  will  it  be  sufficient  to  raise  a  land  force  to 
K)  against  the  British  provinces?  Suppose,  Mr. 
H,  said,  we  get  possession  of  the  two  Canadas. 
^ew  Brunswick  and  Halifax,  shall  wd  have  ob^ 
ained  the  objects  for  which  we  take  up  arms? 
Certainly  not.  It  will  be  necessary,  therefore, 
bat  we  should  make  every  exertion  to  raise  a 
orce  with  which  to  protect  and  enforce  our  mari- 
line  rights. 

If  the  resoiirc^s  of  the  United  States  were  com- 
leteot  to  the  object,  he  would  say,  establish  such 

Navy  as  shall  be  able  to  cope  with  the  British 
leet  at  ^ea;  but  he  knew  this  was  not  practica- 
le;  but  we  ought  to  do  as  much  as  we  are  able 
ode;  we  ought  to  put  our  Navy  on  the  best  foot- 
D^.  as  it  is  on  the  water  that  our  rights  are  as- 
ailed.  But  he- did  not  wish  to  extend  his  views 
Qitber  at  present,  than  a  sufficient  force  to  clear 
or  coastjt  of  pirates  and  pioeroons,  to  protect  our 
K)rts  and  harbors,  our  coasting  and  our  West 
adia  trade. 

Mr.  N.  thought  it  neceaear^^  to  make  this  effort, 
Q  order  to  conviiice  the  nations  of  Europe  that 
be  representations  heretofore  made  of  this  coun- 
ry,  were  erroneous;  to  show  them  that  we  are 
ompetent  to  make  exertions  for  the  defence  of 
or  national  rights,  and  willing  to  do  so  when- 
ver  necessary.  He  did  not  wish  this  nation  to 
e  considered  as  a  great  naval  and  military  na- 
!oq;  but  he  wished  the  world  to  know,  that  we 
re  at  all  times  able  and  witling  to  maintain  our 
igbts  whenever  they  are  assailed ;  when  we  shall 
ave  established  this  character,  said  Mr.  N.,  our 
igbts  will  be  respected. 

Is  commerce  of  no  avail  to  this  country? 
^bai  is  it  that  gives  a  spring  to  your  agricul- 
|re?  It  is  commerce.  What  is  it  that  fills  your 
'reasury?  Commerce.  What  paid  yrour  na- 
oDal  debt?  Commerce.  What  was  it  which 
rocured  a  sale  for  your  surplus  produce  ?  It.  is 
ireigQ  commerce.  If  it  produce  all  these  bene- 
ts  to  ibe.  country,  is  it  not,  then,  worth  protec- 
on? 

Commerce,  both  foreign  and  domestic,  is  ne- 
issary  for  this  country*  In  a  manufacturing 
>QDtry,  a  nation  may,  perhaps,  dispense  with 
>inmerce  -,  but  here,  where  we  have  no  manu- 
ctures  of  any  consequence ;  where  agriculture 
our  chief  interest,  we  could  not  exist  without 
commerce  to  find  a  market  for  the  produce  of 
ir  lands.  But  gentlemen  say,  our  imposts  are 
^guised  taxes,  which  ar^  ami  republican.  He 
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did  not  think  so.  The  people,  Mr.  N.  said,  under- 
stand the  nature  of  an  impost  d4Jty  as  well  as  we 
do.  They  know  it  is  a  duty  laid  on  imported 
articles,  which,  if  they  purchase,  th^y  pay  j  but 
they  are  at  liberty  to  pdrchase  them  or  not.  But 
no  man  can  avoid  paying  a  direct  tax,  and  if  you 
have  not  the  money  to  pay,  your  property  will  he 
sold  to  produce  it. 

Mr.  N.  said,  an  idea  had  suggested  itself  to 
him,  which  he  would  submit  to  the  Committee. 
We  have  tried  the  restrictive  system  in  order  to 
protect  our  commerce,  and  found  it  inefiectuali 
and  are  about  to  resort  to  another  course.  The 
expenses  of  the  war  will  have  to  be  provided  /or 
by  loans,  and  it  is  proposed  to  resort  to  direct 
taxes  in  order  to  enable  us  to  pay  the  interest  of 
these  loans.  To  prevent  the  necessity  of  having 
recourse  to  this  mode  of  taxation,  which  would 
prove  very  oppressive  to  the  people  in  some  parts 
of  the  country,  he  would  propose  a  repeal  oi  the 
non-importatiOQ  law,  and  by  this  means^  we 
should  not  only  §et  the  goods  wanting  for  our 
trade  with  the  Indians,  but  draw  money  into  our 
Treasury  from  impost  duty ;  and  if  we  had  re- 
course to  war,  he  saw  no  necessity  for  keepii^ 
this  law  in  force. 

Whence  has  arisen  the  opinion,  at  this  time, 
Mr.  N.  said,  that  to  extend  our  Navy  would  be 
attended  with  bad  consequences — that  it  would 
be  anti-republican?  Can  it  have  been  the  caba- 
listic efiect  produced  by  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury?  Or  from  what  other 
cause  ?  None  of  these  apprehensions  were  enter- 
tained when  the  army  bill  was  before  the  House, 
and  he  thought  the  danger  to  be  apprehended 
from  an  army  was  infinitely  greater  than  from  a 
Navy  Establishment.  Mr.,N.  concluded  with 
some  further  observations  in  favor  of  building  the 
ten  frigates  proposed  by  the  bill,  and  against 
striking  out  the  section. 

Mr.^tJRWBLL  moved  to  postpone  the  subject 
until  the  4th  of  February.  As  the  decision  of 
this  question  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  prepara- 
tory measures  for  war,  he  supposed  no  inconve- 
nience would  be  experienced  from  this  postpone- 
ment. As  there  were,  no  doubt,  many  gentlemen 
who  still  wished  to  be  heard  on  this  subject,  they 
would  have  time  to  prepare  themselves;  for,  as 
this  debate  had  continued  little  more  than  three 
weeks,  they  could  scarcely  be  expected  now  tc^ 
be  prepared ;  besides^  their  arguments  would  then 
be  new;  whereas,  if  they  were  now  delivered, 
they  would  appear  a  mere  repetition.  He  hoped 
the  House  would  indulge  him  in  this  motion,  as 
this  subject  swallowed  up  every  other.  There 
are  a  number  of  important  bills  before  the  House. 
Our  table  is  loaded  with  business,  and  if  the  course 
which  he  proposed  was  not  taken,  after  a  session 
of  six  or  eight  months.  Congress  would  adjourn 
without  having  done  the  busmess  for  which  they 
met.  Besides,  he  was  something  like  the  Eng- 
lish priest,  who,  having  expressed  a  fondness  for 
partridges,  was  served  with  them  until  he  was 
almost  surfeited.  He  began  to  want  a  change  of 
fare.  He  had  heard  enough  about  a  Navy ;  he 
would  be  glad  of  a  little  variety.     If  he  had 
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thought  there  were  any  chance  ef  getting  the 
question  in  ten  or  twelve  days,  he  would  not  har<e 
made  the  motion ;  but  at  present  he  saw  no  end 
to  the  debate. 

Some  gentlemen  appearing  willing  to  debate 
this  motion,  Mr.  B.  withdrew  it ;  apd  after  a  few 
remarks  from  Mr.  Smilib  against  the  Navv--^ 

Mr.  WiDGERT  said : — The  subject,  of  the  bill 
on  the  table  had  been  so  ably  discussed,  that  it 
would  seem  as  if  nothing  more  could  be  said 
on  the  subject.  By  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  Congre&s  are  empowered  to  build  and  sup- 
port a  Davy.  The  framers  of  the  compact,  no 
doubt,  thought  it  necessary  to  have  a  navy,  or 
this  provision  would  not  have  been  made  in  the 
Constitution.  It  is  the  duty  of  a  neutral  nation 
to  keep  peace  and  order  within  her  own  iurisdic- 
tioQ — she  ought  to  be  able  to  oompet  obedience 
to  her  laws;  and,  for  this  purpose,  it  is  necessary 
to  have  such  an  establishment  of  legal  powers,  as 
shall  pervade  the  utmost  limits  of  her  jurisdiction 
— a  government  in  which  the  belligerents,  when 
they  come  within  your  harbors,  may  feel  safe, 
otherwise  they  will  be  afraid  to  come  and  trade 
with  you,  lest  they  should  get  entrapped  by  their 
enemy.  It  is  certainly  the  duty  of  a  neutral  Pow- 
er to  govern  their  own  harbors,  as  well  on  water 
as  on  land:  for  this  purpose,  it  is  absolutely  ne- 
cessary that  you  should  have  a  small  navy,  or  at 
least  some  addition  to  what  you  have  fetlready 
got,  in  order  to  compel  submission  to  the  laws  and 
ordinances  of  your  Government;  anything  short 
of  this  will  leave  your  system  incomplete,  and  of 
course  incompetent  to.  the  purposes  for  which  it 
was  established.  What  are  the  extreme  limits 
of  your  jurisdiction?  Sir,  were  I  to  fix  them.  I 
should  say  the  limits  on  the  Southeast  should  be 
the  Gulf  Stream,  a  line  drawn  by  the  God  of  na- 
ture, and  one  wnich  no  maritime  traveller  can 
mistake.  When  the  armed  ships  of  any  nation 
were  hovering  on  our  coast,  within  that  line,  I 
would  order  them  off  as  intruders.  In  this  case 
I  apprehend  some  will  think  me  extravagant,  be- 
cause, by  the  law  of  nations,  the  extrema  distance 
from  land  appears  to  have  been  fixed  at  three 
miles ;  this  law  may  yery  well  apply  to  the  Eu- 
ropean nations,  because  in  many  cases  nature  has 
so  bounded  the  ocean  as  to  compel  them  to  pass 
narrow  straits,  in  order  to  get  to  and  from  their 
own  kingdoms;  such  are  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar, 
the  British  Channel,  St.  George's  Channel,  the 
narrow  pass  into  the  Bal  tic,  and  many  other  places ; 
three  miles  from  each  shore  would  leave  but  scant 
room  for  them  to  pass  with  head  winds.  This  doc- 
trine cannot  apply  to  the  United  States;  she  has  no 
passway  through  which  itis necessary  forother na- 
tions to  travel  with  their  ships ;  we  may  therefore 
fairly  conclude,  if  they  are  found  cruising  on  our 
coast,  within  the  Gulf,  it  is  for  the  purpose  of  dep- 
redating on  our  commerce.  But  there  is  another 
reason  why  three  miles  from  land  Will  not  apply 
in  this  country : — for  instance,  you  may  be  twen- 
ty miles  up  the  Delaware  or  Chesapeake,  and  not 
be  within  three  miles  of  the  shore.  Did  any  ration- 
al man  ever  presume  that  a  belligerent  had  a  right, 
according  to  the  law  of  nations,  to  go  up  the  bays 


and  rivers  of  a  neutral  nation,  and  lie  there  : 
wait  for  her  enemies,  who  might  be  tradioev;: 
the  neutral?  This,  I  presume,  will  not  b»c^^ 
tended  for;  nor  will  I  contend  for  the  wUks 
our  rights,  at  this  time.  I  now  come  totben- 
ters  within  our  own  territory.  It  issbsola'a; 
necessary  to  have  a  more  eflicient  navf  tbaBK*. 
now  hare  to  govern  your  harbors  in  times cfpet:L 
Let  me  call  your  attention  to  the  insolfot  ac^v? 
of  a  British  commander,  not  long  siace,  b'^ 
Delaware.  When  ordered  off  by  the  coUecU' 
in  pursuance  of  our  laws,  did  he  not  send  vr: 
that  he  had  a  very  good  berth,  and  that  he  liTrr 
well  at  his  mooring?  This  was  in  plain  L^..^ 
telling  the  United  States  he  would  go  wh«£  u 
pleased.  Sir,  soon  after  the  British  armed  ^^ 
were  interdicted  the  waters  of  the  United  Sa:^ 
by  the  President's  proclamation,  was  there  fr::: 
more  high-handed  violation  committed  by  ss* 
commander  of  a  British  armed  vessel  in  the  per 
of  Charleston,  South  Carolina?  Will  it  be  i 
your  power  to  prevent  the  like  insults  oats 
G9vernment,  unless  you  have  a  sufficient  forcis 
spread  along  your  coast  ?  Sir,  if  we  aretob:! 
a  war,  one  gun  afloat,  in  a  good  ship,  is  worJia 
on  land.  They  can  be  sent  from  place  to  ptisj 
along  shore,  as  the  occasion  may  require.  Gd 
on  shore  are  stationary ;  a  ship,  with  a  fair  vd 
and  tide,  will  pass  them  nine  times  cot  of  y. 
but  if  she  passes  another  ship,  she  may  zittvA 
again  when  she  least  expects  iL  Bot,  sayj 
gentlemen,  the  English  will  have  them  as'xi 
as  you  have  built  them.  Sir.  if  the  ct^iih  ^ 
a  British  ship  should  see  an  Amencan  oie; 
force,  he  will  be  very  careful  not  to  crovd  ad 
order  to^et  himself  into  difiSculty ;  nor  ri![ 
American  in  that  case  be  in  a  hurry  to^t 
If  an  American  frigate  meets  one  more  ihasi 
match,  she  can  run  from  her ;  and  it  is  weK  o 
derstood  that  no  frigates  on  the  ocean  csd  oaliI 
the  American  frigates.  It  is  said  xhtj  w.m  : 
and  decay ;  so  win  your  houses — yet  erery  z 
wants  a  house  to  protect  hitp  from  the  index 
cy  of  the  weather.  This  negative  reasoo  wf 
to  the  annihilation  of  the  human  species;  sHc^ 
are  born  to  die — therefore,  take  ih>  pains  to  Bfii 
and  bring  up  our  tender  offspring.  Sureir  '-^i 
kind  of  oppcHsition  cannot  have  weight  wi:!i  ti^ 
Committee.  But  there  is  another  nasor.  ^^ 
are  "  the  means  of  eitemal  war;  they  iontei^ 
^  gnessions.  and  hence  the  Danes  lost  their  c^ 
*  at  CopenHagen---our  ships  would  share  tbesata 
'  fate."  There  is  no  similarity  in  the  twoa'^ 
as  well  might  gentlemen  compare  thedioaQr^ 
of  a  damp  cell  to  the  bright  luminarv  of  Het^ 
Copenhagen  is  on  an  island,  surrounded  withi 
igable  water,  that  enabled  the  British  fleet  to  Ui 
an  army  on  one  side  and  lay  their  fleet  ooii 
other,  and  at  the  same  time  prevent  their  get 
a  reinforcement  from  the  mainland.  The  I 
ted  States  are  a  continent,  containing  large  ri 
and  harbors,  in  which  her  fleets  may  liesal^* 
from  which  assistance  cannot  be  prereated. 
gentlemen  are  so  candid  as  to  say  thef  never 
vote  anything  to  the  suj)port  of  commerce  < 
they  believe  it  not  for  the  interest  of  our  co»^ 
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•Sir,  by  comparison  it  is  that  wekoow  the  good 
from  bad,  or  the  lesser  from  the  greater  eTil.  Id 
order,  therefore^  to  see  whether  commerce  is  so 
detrimental,  or  of  no  ase  to  the  country,  let  us 
look  into  those  countries  who  hare  wrapped  them- 
selves up  in  this  kind  of  inland  protection,  and 
would  hare  nothinfir  to  do  with  foreign  commerce; 
are  they  a  more  happy  people  than  ourselves  ?, 
Are  tbey  not,  on  the  contrary,  the  poorest  and 
most  distressed  people  on  earth  ?  Where  you  see 
thousands  of  poor,  who  hare  nothing  to  shelter 
them  from  the  weather,  and  depending  on  cold 
cbaritv  for  their  support  ? 

Look  into  the  North ;  the  Russians  seek  no 
foreign  commerce  with  their  own  ships — are  tbey 
a  more  happy  people  than  we  are  ?  On  the  con- 
trary, the  poor  or  common' pimple  in  Russia  have 
DO  vtili  of  their  own ;  they  ate  bought  and  sold 
with  the  land^  to  which  they  are  attached,  in  the 
same  way  that  the  slaves,  in  the  West  Indies  or 
the  South  are  bought  and  sojd ;  they  have  noth- 
ing to  lire  on  bat'black  bread  and  sal^  a  great  part 
of  the  year:  while,  on  the  contrary,  the  Court  is 
the  most  splendid* in  all  Europe.  Is  this'a  situa- 
tion to  which  gentlemen  would  wish  to  see  the 
Americans  reduced  1  I  call  on  any  gentleman 
in  the  hall  to  show  an  instance  where  freedom 
was  ever  supported  for  any  len^^th  of  time,  where 
commerce  was  precluded  or  did  not  flourish.  I 
think  it  will  not  be  attempted  by  the  most  stren- 
uous opposer  of  the  commerce  of  this  country. 
Where  is  this  anwiilinffness  of  the  people  to  sup- 
port commerce  to  be  tound  ?  iu  what  sectioti  of 
the  Union  ?  In  Massachusetts,  where  they  have 
a  regular  organized  militia  of  upwards  of  seventy 
thousand,  hear  of  a  man  who  is  not  willing  to  ap- 
ply a  portion  of  the  funds  orhicome  of  the  United 
States  to  the  support  of  our  commerce !  Gkntle- 
men  say,  take  Canada  for  tbe  support  of  com- 
merce; and  when  you  ask  themfwhatwe  are  to 
get  by  that,  the  answer  is,  enforce  the  restriciive 
measures.  Sir^  this  cannot  be  effected  in  a  coun- 
try like  ours ;  if  you  take  Canada,  Unless  you  had 
more  naval  force  than  you  now  have,  two  British 
frigates  would  be  able  to  prevent  your  getting  in 
or  out  of  the  St.  Lawrence ;  this  will,  therefore, 
have  no  effect  in  supporting  your  trade.  Sir, 
when  I  voted  for  the  Army,  I  did  it  in  full  e)t- 
gctation  that  all  the  component  parts  of  this 
yovernment  were  to  be  protected  equally,  accord- 
ing to  their  wants  and  necessities.  The  other 
<lay,  when  we  voted  for  the  Army,  we  made  no 
complaint  of  our  inability  to  raise  a  much  larger 
Army  than  the  Kiecative  wished  to  ask  for;  we 
J^ere  rich  then,  but  by  fwme  strange  magic,  just 
before  we  are  to  give  our  votes  on  the  subject  of 
a  few  additional  frigates,  a  report  is*  ushered  in 
"om  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Sir,  if  you 
cannot  afibrd  to  go  farther,  reduce  your  Army, 
?^"  in  that  proportion  add  to  your  naval  force ; 
ici  those  industrious  citizens  who  inhabit  vour 
'"^k"  u'^'^  towns  have  a  })roportion  of  the  defence 
^ich  is  to  be  supported  from  their  industry, 
wntfemen  sajr  the  consumer  pays  all  5  and,  there- 

ore,  the  marLtime  towns  have  bo  more  credit 
«i»Q  the  reat  of  the  community.    Thia  r^ile  has 


exceptions ':  but  admit  it,  for  argument  sake,  at^d 
then  it  Will  be  found  that  the  maritime  towns 
contribute  a  large  portion  of  the  mone^,  which 
ifr  paid  into  the  public  Treasury — they  risk  their 
large  capitals ;  it  you  say  they  may  insure  it,  still 
it  is  all  done  in  and  by  the  eitizeas  of  the  mari- 
time towns.    The  same  may  be  said,  as  to  clo- 
thing and  to  spirituous  liquors,  sugar,  and  many 
other  articles,  which  in  the  inland  towns  are  made 
among  themselves;  so  that  in  any  point  of  view, 
which  gentlemen  may  please  to  take  of  the  case, 
the  maritime  towns  are  entitled  to  the  notice  ot 
Government.    The  Army  raised  under  the  idea 
of  supporting  commerce  is  a  farce^  unless  you 
have  a  naval  force  to  tco-operate  with  it.     Sir, 
you  cannot  support  commerce,  in  the  frozen  re- 
gions of  the  North,  nor  on  the  mountains  of  the 
Alleghany.    It  must  be  done  where  conunerce 
floats.    Whence  arises  this  mighty  opposition  to 
commerce  1    We  seem  to  be  like  sheep,  afraid  of 
thewaten    Sir,  I  hope  the  kydrophobia  has  not 
got  amongst  us.    Seven  hundred  thousand  people 
at  least  are  emi^oyed  in  your  maritime  towns,  in 
commercial  pursuits.    They  have  been  brought 
uo  in  that  line  of  life,  and  will  not  consent  to 
abandon  it.    You  have  upwards  of  a  million  of 
tons  of  shipping  in  the  United  States.    The  peo- 
ple who  are  connected  directly  and  indirectly  in 
this  immense  tonnage,  will  not  consent  to  give  it 
up  as  a  dead  loss.    Such  a  thins  is  not  to  be  ex- 
pected, it  must  be  for  want  of  an  acquintance 
with  the  situation  of  their  country,  that  gentle- 
men are  induced  thus  to  oppose  commerce.    Sir, 
I  -was  one  of  those  who  was  in  favor  of  the  em- 
bargo— I  thought  locking  the  registers  and  ships, 
papers  in  the  collector's  office,  would  keep  the 
ships  at  home— what  was  the  effect  ?    The  Brit- 
ish pointed  out  the  way  to  do  without  them,  viz: 
come  when  and  where  you  please,  we  will  pro- 
tect you  without  papers ;  the  effect  is  well  known. 
But  in  case  of  war,  if  you  are  not  to  have  a  Navy, 
and  you  abandoo  commerce,  what  is  to  become 
of  the  tars  of  America?    Are  they  to  be  left 
either  to  enter  your  Army  or  starve  in  the  streets'? 
Sir,  they  will  not  submit  to  either ;  they  will  no 
longer  regard  the  country,  than  the  country  will 
afiord  them  protection — no,  sir,  they  will  enter 
into  foreign  service,  and  will  become  your  ene- 
mies, and  the  most  dangerous  enemies  this  coun- 
try ever  had:  give  them  a  chance  with  the  rest 
of^your  citizens  on  the  element  with  which  they 
are  acquainted,  and  they  will  be  ready  in  your 
defence  to  brave  every  danger;  many  of  them 
left  your  country  during  the  last  embargo^  having 
no  other  way  to  get  their  bread.    Sir,  it  is  not 
true  that  ships  are  the  sole  cause  of  war ;   we 
have  ever  since  history  has  been  known,  heard 
of  war.     Charles  Xli.,  of  Sweden,  with   his 
land  forces,  marched  into  Russia  in  the  depth  of 
snow,  in  search  of  conquest :  he  had  no  navy  to 
aid  him.    Sir,  we  have  a  more  striking  proof  that 
wars  have  been  as  frequent,  and  more  cruel,  ante- 
cedent to  the  Ube  of  navies^  than  since ;  look  into 
I  your  Bible,  there  you  will  find  a  history  of  wars 
which  tinged  the  whole  face  of  the  Christian 
world  with  blood ;  but  does  it  follow,  from  those 
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abases,  that- Chistianity  is  not  to  b6  supported  1 
Certainly  not,  nor  will  it  follow,  that  because 
some  abuses  may  have  happened  in  the  naval 
system  of  the  world,  that,  therefore,  we  should 
have  no  navy.  If  gentleoien  who  think  this  coun- 
try has  no  need  af  commerce,  could  have  what 
they  wish,  your  streets  would  be  crowded  with 
the  poor  and  distressed,  begging  from  place  ta 
place,  and  starving  for  want  of  employ.  Sir,  in 
1810,  your  whole  amount  of  revenue  was  U(>- 
wards  of  $16,000,000 ;  it  is  true  it  did  not  alj 
come  into  the  Treasury,  but  what  was  paid  out 
answered  a  good  purpose,  it  gave  bread  to  those 
.  who  collected)  and  were  concerned  in  and  about 
it  Is  this  not  worth  protecting  ?  Sir,  with  such 
a  spirit  of  enterprise  no  nation  can  be  enslaved  ; 
destroy  your  eommerce,  and  vou  mu^t  become 
slaves,  because  you  cut  the  coru  on  which  enter* 
.  prise  Is  suspended.  . 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  strike  out  the  sec-^ 
tion  for  building  the  frigates  was  carried — yeas 
62*  nays  59,  as  follows: 

TiAS— William  Andersim,  Stevenson  Archer,  Ese- 
kiel  9acon,  David  Bard,  Wmiam  W.  Bibb,  Adam 
Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  BwrweU,  WilUam 
Butler,  James  Cochran,  John  Clopton,  William  Craw- 
lord,  Roger  Davis,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  DinSmoor, 
EUas  Earle,  WilUam  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Meshack 
Franklin,  Thomas  Ghoison,  Peterson  Goodwjn,  £d- 
wii^  Gray,  Felix  Gnndy,  Boiling  Hall,  John  K,  Har- 

Jer,  Jacob  Hufty,  John  M.  Hyneman*  Richard  M. 
ohnson,  Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King,  Abner  La- 
cock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Arunah  Metcajf,  Jas. 
•Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Anthony  New,  Thomas 
Newbold,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  William 
Piper,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts, 
William  Rodman,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebenezer  Seaver, 
John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel 
Sheffey,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  Richard  Stanfoid, 
William  Strong,  John  Taliailsrro,  Robert  Whitehill, 
and  David  R.  WUliams. 

NATS'-WilHs  Alston,  jr.,  John  Baker,  Burwell  Bas- 
sett,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  James 
Breokenndge,  Elijah- Brigham,  John  C.  Calhoun,  £  pa- 
phroditus  Champion,  Langdon  Ghevss,  Martin  Chit- 
tenden, Lewis  Condit,  John  Davenport,  junior,  John 
Dawson,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Asa  Fitch,  Thos. 
R.  Gold,  Isaiah  L.  Green«  Aylett  Hawes,  Richard  Jack- 
son, jr.,  Philip  B.  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Peter  Little, 
Eobert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  William  Lowndes,  George 
C.  Maxwell,  Archibald  McBryde,  Alexander  McKim, 
James  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Thomas  Moore, 
Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton, 
Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  James  Pleasants, 
jr.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter, 
Josiah  Quincy,  William  Reed,  Wiinam  M.  Richardson, 
Samuel  Ringgold,  Thomas  Saramons,  John  Smith, 
Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Stui^es,  Samuel  Taggart,  Uri 
Tracy,  George  M.  'Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Laban 
Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  WiHiam  Widgery,  Thomas 
Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright. 

The  next  question  was,  on  agreeing  with  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to  fill  the  blank  for  pro- 
viding ship  timber  and  other  imperishable  mate- 
rials, with  the  words  two  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, which  was  carried^yeas  S2,  nays  37,  ad  fol- 
lows: .       „    _  . 


Ymas— WiUis  AlstMi,  jr.,  Stevmuoa  Anha,  Gb. 
kicl  Bacon.  John  Baker,  David  Bard,  BtinrtU  B» 
sett,  Abiijah  Bigelow,  WiUiam  BUckledse«  Huib«» 
Bleecker,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brighim,  Wb. 

A.  Burwell,  WilUam  Butler,  John  C.  Cattumn,  E|» 
phroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Leiris  Ccs- 
dit,  Wm.  Crawford,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Hciger  Dm 
John  Dawson,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  EJias  Euie,  W&. 
Ely,  James  Emott,  William  Findley,  Jamn  fat 
Asa  Fitch,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Ghoboo,TU 
R.  Gold,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Job  A. 
Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  John  M.  Hynemsn,  Ricki! 
Jackson,  junior,  Joseph  Kent,  Philip  6.  Key,  Wa. 
R.  King,  Lyman  Law,  Peter  Little,  Robeit  Le  P# 
Livingston,  WilHam  Lowndes,  George  G.  Mii«d 
Thomas  Moore,  Archibald  McBryde,  WShsm  McCoj, 
Alexander  McKim,  James  Milnor,  Samuel  L  Xit^ 
Jonathan  O.  Mosdey,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  K««- 
boid,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Joseph  Peaison,  Timotlij  Fii- 
kin,  jr.,  James  Pleasants,  jr^  Benjaasin  Psnd,  Yee 

B.  Portef,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  \^iii]ia 
Reed,  yfm,  VL  Richardson,  Henry  M.  Ridgelj.Sisl 
Ringgold,  John  Roane,  Thomas  Sammons,  Jobn  S^ 
vier,  Daniel  Shefiey,  John  Smith,  Lewis  B.  Stsis^ 
Samuel  Taggart,  John  Taliaferro,  Uri  Tracy,  G««t 
M.  Troup,  Chas  Turner,  jr.*  Laban  Wheaton,  Lea- 
ard  Whit^  William  Widgeiy,  Thomas  Wilsos^d 
Robert  Wright 

Nats— WilUam  Andeiw>n,  WUUam  W.  Bibb,  Adia 
Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  James  Cochran,  John  Clopt^i 
Joseph  Desha,  Edwin  Gray,  Felix  Grundy,  Boi^ 
Hall,  Obed  Hall,  Jacob  Huf^,  Richard  M.  Jofac£^ 
Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Aaron  Lylc,  Nittes: 
Macon,  <Samuel  MclCee,  Arunah  Metcalf,  JaoiM  Ms* 
gan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Thomas  Newbold,  Isnel  M* 
ens,  William  Piper,  John  Rhea,  Jonathan  Robrtt. 
William  Rodman,  Bbeneser  Sage;,  Adam  SerbfiV 
Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  Ric^'^ 
Stanford,  WiUiam  Strang,  Robert  Whitehill,  Ba^^ 
Williams. 

Another  question  was  on  agreeing  with  "k 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to  make  theaboreap> 
propriati6n  for  three  years,  viz:  for  the  w 
1612, 1819,  and  1814.  This  motion  was  earri^h 
yeas  67,  nays  58,  as*  follows : 

YiAs— Willis  Alston,  jutt»,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  JAi 
Baker,  Burwell  Bassett,  Abijah  Bigelow,  WSiiB 
Blackledge,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  James  BrMkesri^ 
Elijah  Brigham,  J.  G.  Calhoun,  Epapfaroditas  dss- 
pton,  Langdon  Cheves,llBTtin  Chittenden,  l^ewiBCA- 
dit,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Roger  Davis,  John  !)•*"■> 
Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earie,  WiUiam  Bly.iiat' 
Emott,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Issiah  J^Giffc 
John  A.  Harper,  Richard  Jackson,  jnn.,  JoMpb  Kv<- 
PhUip  B.  Key,  WiUiam  R.  King,  Lymsn  Law.  Peiti 
LiUle,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingstoii*  Willism  Lovb^ 
George  C.  Maxwell,  Archibald  McBryde,  Kkusi^ 
McKim,  James  MUnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  J(»»^ 
O.  Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  J««?^ 
Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  James  PIcasanu,j.% 
Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha  R.  ?«»!• 
Josiah  Quincy,  William  Reed,  WUIiam  M.  Ricbird«»H 
Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Samuel  Ringgold,  Thomas  Si& 
mens,  John  Sevier,  Daniel  Shefiey,  John  Smith,  ^^ 
Stow,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Uri  Tnt? 
George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Laban  Wb» 
ton,  Leonard  White,  Wm.  Widgciy,  Thomas  Wilft^ 
and  Robert  Wright 

Nats  — Williaor  Anderson,  Stevenson  Archer,  Ws^ 
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V.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert. Br^wn,  Wn.  A.  Bor^ 
rell,  William  boiler,  Jamet  Cocbraa,  John  OloptOQ, 
Villiam  Crawford,  Jotepb  Desha,  Wm.  Findley,  Jas. 
*i8k,  Meshack  Frt^n|Llin,  Thomas  Gholaon,  Peterson 
toodwjn,  Edwin  Gnj,  Felix  Grundy,  BoUing  Hall, 
)bed  Hall,  Aylett  Hawee,  Jacob  Hufty,  John  M. 
lyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph 
.efever,  Aaron  Lyie,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Thomas 
loore,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKeo,  Arunah  Met- 
ftlf,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Thomas  New- 
old,  Stephen  Orrasby,  brael  Pickens,  William  Piper, 
ohn  Rhea,  John  Roane.  Jonathan  Roberts,  WiMiam 
lodman,  Ebeneser  Sage,  Ebenezer  Seavet,  Adam  Sey- 
ert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  Richard  Stanford, 
Villiam  Strong,  John  Taliaferro,  Robert  Whiteh211» 
nd  Da,Tid  R.  Williams. 

The  next  question  was  on  agreeing  with  (he 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to  appropriate  one  hun- 
[red  thousand  dollars  for  providing  a  dock  yard. 

Mr.  Rhea  nrove^  to  strilce  out  the  section ;  but 
his  motion  being  decided  id  be  out  of  order,  Mr. 
).  R.  WiLt^iAMs  spoke  against  the  propriety  of 
ppropriating  money,  without  estimate,  for  an 
ibject  not  wanted  until  we  went  about  bnilding 
eventy-fours.  The  House  adjourned,  oa  motion 
if  Mr.  Smil1£,  without  taking  the  question. 


T0E30AY,  January  28.  < 

Mr.  Jackson  presented  a  memorial  ahd  remon* 
trance  from  certain  inhtebilaots  of  East  Qreen- 
vicb,  Rhode  Island*  condemning,  in  strong  terms, 
t  resolution  some  time  ago  intrmluced  by  a  raem- 
ler  from  New  Vork,  offering  a  bounty  to  Ameri- 
an  seamen^  on  board  British  Teasels,  who  should 
dng  in  any  such  vessel  into  the  porta  of  the 
laited  States.  This  remonstrance  was  very  long, 
ind  contained  a  oorober  of  severe  reflections 
ipon  the  measures  of  Government.  After  the 
eadiog  had  progressed  for  some  time,  the  further 
eading  of  the  paper  was  objected  to^  on  the 
;round  of  being  indecorous.  This  producing  some 
lebate,  Mr.  J.  withdrew  the  memorial. 

The  Speaker  dedaped  that,  in  future,  when  he 
liscovered  that  any  paper  presented  to  the  House 
ras  couched  in  disrespecttui  and  improper  Ian- 
[uage,  be  should  consider  it  his  duty  to  take  the 
ease  of  the  House  on  the  propriety  of  suffering 
he  reading  to  progress. 

Mr.  Rhba  presented  to  the  House  a  resolution 
>f  the  Legislature  of  4 be  State  of  Tennessee*- re- 
[Qesting  their  members  in  Congress  to  use  their 
mdeavors  to  get  established  a  road  to  the  Ohio, a 
ittle  below  the  mouth  of  Qrtfat  Water  Creek, 
^r.  R.  afterward  introduced  a  resolution,  direct- 
og  an  inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing 
he  laying  out  and  opening  the  said  road ;  which 
vas  referred. 

GOVERNMENT  LOANS. 

Mr.  Archer 'wished  to  offer n- resolution  to  the 
Elouse,  calling  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry to  give  such  information  to  this  House  as  he 
maf  possess,  relative  to  the  practicability  of  ob- 
l&ining  such  loans  as  Government  may  require, 
ind  at  what  rate  of  interest.  At  this  bodv  has 
(eterm  ioed  upon  raising  a  larg^  army,  and  large 


apivopriatiotts  will,  of  course,  be  necessary  for 
their  support,  and  to  carry  on  the  war  in  which 
we  expect  to  be  engaged,  it  becomes  necessary 
tbat.Congress  should  devise  the  means  by  which 
this  war  can  beicarried  on  with  effect.  The  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  has  written  a  letter  to  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
which  that  committee  has  laid  before  this  House, 
enumerating  the  taxes  to  which  it  may  be  neces-  > 
sary  tb  resort  for  this  purpose.  And,  by  offerihg 
the  present  resolution,  he  wished  not  to  be  con- 
sidered as  encroaching  upon  the  duties  of  that 
committee.  He  confessed  he  was  not  prepared  ' 
to  say  that  he  could  swallow  th^  bitter  Ibili  pre- 
sented in  the  letter  of  the  Secretary.  He  had 
always  entertained  a  great  abhorrence  for  the 
stamp  and  excise  laws;  and  he  could  scarcely 
conceive  any  consideration  which  could  induce 
him  to  vote  for  taxes  of  this  description^.  We 
ought,  said  Mr.  A^to  be  careful,  in  entering  upon 
this  war,  not  to  run  foul  of  the  prejudices  of  the 
people,  prejudices  highly  laudahle  from  the  causes 
which  produced  them.  Let  it  not  be  supposed, 
said  he,  I  am  not  disposed  to  go  as  far  at  any  per- 
son, in  supporting  the  rights  of  the  country,  and 
4n  voting  for  the  means*  to  enforce  their  protec* 
tion  'i  but  I  wish  those  means  to  be  such  as  will 
be  pa b table  to  the  people ;  and,  if  praciicable,  it 
would,  in  his  opinion,  be  much  better,  tha^  this 
war,  for  the  first  year,  should  be  carried  on  by 
means  of  loans.  And,  for  this  purpose,  he  pro<- 
posed  the  foUowiqg  resolution: 

**  Retobedf  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury  bo 
directed  to  give  thie  House  sueh  information  ae  he  may 
jpoMess  reladve  to  the  |)racticability  of  effecting  loans 
for  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  to  what 
amount  audi  loans  may  be  obtained,  and  at  what  nte 
of  interest.'' 

After  Mr.  SaiiLiB  had  caused  ao  extract  from 
Mr.  Gallatin's  late  letter,  touching  this  subject,  to 
be  read,  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

NAVAL  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  order  of  the  day^i  viz :  the  bill  concerning 
the  Naval  Establishment,  wtis  then  taken  up, and 
tbe  question  on  agreeing  to  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  to  fill  up  the  blank  in  the 
section  providing  a  dockyard,  with  one  hundred 
jthousand  dollars,  being  under  consideration,  Mr. 
Cbeves  stated  the  grounds  upon  which  the  Com* 
mittee  had  recommended  this  provision  of  the  bill, 
and  replied  to  some  remarks  of  his  colleague  (Mr. 
Williams)  made  yesterday. 

Mr.  Rhba  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole 
section  in  relation  to  the  dock  yard  ;  which,  after 
some  little  debate,  was  carrfed-^yeas  56,  naye  52 
as  follows : 

YiAS — William  Anderson,  Ez^kiel  Bacon,  David 
Bard,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown, 
William  A.  Barwell,  William  Butler,  James  Cochran, 
William  Crawford,  Roger  Davis,  Joseph  Desha,  Me- 
shack Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peteison  Goodwyn, 
Edwin  Gray,  Felix  Grundy,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Har- 
per, Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hufty,  John  M.  Hyneman, 
Kichard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  Abner  Laoock,  Jo* 
seph  Lefever,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Thomas 
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Moore,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Antnah  Met- 
calf,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelaon, 
Anthooj  New,  Thomas  Newbold,  Stej^en  Ormsby, 
Joseph  PeanoD,  Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  John 
Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  William  Rod- 
mtn,  Ebenezer  8ag[e,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  Sey- 
bert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  Richard  Stanfoi^, 
William  Strong,  John  Taliaferro,  Robert  Whitehill, 
David  R.  "Williams,  and  Richard  Winn.t 

Nats — Willis  Alston*  jun^  Stevenson  Archer,  John 
Baker,  Burwell  Bassett,  William  Bladilodge,  Harma- 
ous  Bleecker,  James  Breckenridge,  Blijah  Brigham, 
Epaphroditus  Champion,  Langdon  Cheves,  Martin 
Chittenden,  Lewis  Condit,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  John 
Dawson,  Elias  Earle,  William  Ely,  James  Emott, 
William  Findley,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Isaiah 
L.  Green,  William  R.  King,  Lyman  Law,  Peter  Little, 
Robert  Le  Roy  Jjivingston,  William  Lowndes,  George 
C.  Maxwell,  Archibald  McBryde,  Alexander  McKim, 
James  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Thomas  Newton, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  James  Pleasants,  jun.,  Benja- 
min Pond,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Qtiincy,  WiUiam 
Reed,  William  M.  Richardson,  Samuel  Ringgold, 
Thomas  Sammons,  George  Smith,  Lewis  B.  Sturges, 
Samuel  Taggart,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Tamer,  junior, 
Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jun.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard 
White,  WUliam  Widgery,  Thomas  Wilson,  and  Rob- 
ert Wright. 

Mr.  Blackleoob  iii07e<}  a  new  section  to  the 
bill,  providing  for  the  building  of  four  fieveDty-> 
four  ganships.  As  an  iDducemeot  to  the  House 
tO' adopt  this  new  section,  he  Mated  there  were 
sufficient  timber  and  guns  on  hand ;  that  the 
whole  expense  would  not  exceed  $1,300,000,  and 
the  guns  and  timber  being  already  provided,  an 
appropriation  of  $824,000  only^  would  be  neces- 
sary to  complete  them. 

The  question  was  negatired-— yeas  33,  nays  76, 
as  follows: 

TxAs — ^John  Baker,  Burwell  Bassett,  Abijah  Bige> 
low,  William  Blackledge,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  James 
Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  John  Davenport,  jun., 
William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Asa  Pitch,  Thomas  R. 
Gold,  Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Lyman  Law,  Robert  Le 
Roy  Livingston,  William  Lowndes,  Archibald  Mc- 
Bryde, James  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Hugh 
Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  WiUiam 
Reed,  Henr^  M.  Ridgely,  Thomas  Sammons,  Philip 
Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Pierre 
Van  Cortlandt,  jr.,  and  Leonard  White. 

Nats— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  Ste- 
Tenson  Archer,  Ezekiei  Bacon,  David  Bard,  William 
W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burw 
well,  William  Butler,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  James 
Cochran,  Lewis  Condit,  William  Crawford,  Roger  Da* 
fis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor, 
Elias  Earle,  WUliam  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Meshack 
Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson^  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Ed- 
win Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Obed  Hall, 
John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hufty,  John  M. 
Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson*  Joseph  Kent,  William 
R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Aaron  Lyle, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore, 
William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim, 
Arunah  Metcalf,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newbold,  Stephen  Ormsby, 
Israel  Pickena,  William  Piper,  James  Pleasants,  jun., 


Benjamin  Pond,  SuBuel  Ringgold,  Jelm  8ka«  i«b 
Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  William  Rodaisii,  Ebeaor 
Sage,  Ebeneser  Seaver,  Adam  Seybcrt,  Samuel  Sbv, 
John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  Richard  Stanfcid,  WiiKn 
Strong,  John  Taliaferro,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Tnnip, 
Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Robert  Whitelull,  David  ItVi. 
liams,  William  Widgery,  Thomas  Wilson,  tad  Bober. 
Wright 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  fo:i 
third  reading  to>morrow. 

-THE  MIUTIA. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  CommiGKc' 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  supplementary  to  "Ant:: 
more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  natiosai  Q^ 
fence,  by  the  establishment  of  an  oniform  mujui 
throughout  the  United  States,"  and  to  *^Ad  k: 
making  provision  for  arming  and  equipping  t&e 
whole  bodv  of  the  militia  of  the  United  Sut€i^ 
The  bill  naving  been  gone  throagh,  wiiboc: 
amendment, 

Mr.  WiLLiAMa  said,  it  might  be  expected  froo 
him,  as  a  duty,  to  state  the  reasons  which  indond 
the  Committee  to  bring  forward  this  b'dL  As:!i( 
day  was  far  spent,  however,  and  as  this  coold^ 
as  well  done  m  the  House,  as  ia  the  Commice* 
of  the  Whole,  he  would  move  that  the  CommiiiK 
irise  and  report  the  bill.  The  Committee  rex 
accordiagly, 

[This  biU  proposes  the  divimon  of  the  militk  'j» 
three  classes.  The  first,  is  to  oonsbt  of  such  peims 
as  are  over  eighteen  and  under  tweBty-<me  jem  <>* 
age,  to  be  called  the  Minor  Cla^a,  to  be  ofdcnd  oot 
whenever  detachments  j>f  the  militia  are  authoiixai 
but  are  not  to  do  du^  out  of  the  State  or  Tenitoiy  ii 
which  they  reside,  nor  oontiAue  in  service  more  Uub 
three  months  at  a  time. 

The  second  class  is  to  eonsist  of  persons  over  twrs- 
ty-one  and  under  thirty-one  years  of  age,  to  be  al!ec 
the  Junior  Class  of  Militia,  and  may  be  ordered  to  ist 
part  of  the  United  States  or  their  Tenitoriei,  bnt  oot 
to  be  compelled  to  serve  more  than  twelve  mootht  ai  i 
time. 

The  third  class  is  to  consist  of  persons  over  tbim- 
one  and  under  ibrty-five  years  of  age,  to  be  cslled  the 
Senior  Class  of  Militia,  subject  to  do  doty  in  (h«  Sun 
or  Tenitory  in  which  they  reside,  and  may  be  csiM 
into  an  adjoining  State  or  Tenitory,  but  not  to  be  c» 
pelled  to  serve  more  than  twelve  months  at  a  tinie. 

Every  free,  able-bodied  white  male  citiien,  QpoB  ^ 
arrival  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  and  being  enraivd 
in  the  militia,  is  to  receiTe  a  stand  of  armi^  the  rigbt » 
which  is  to  be  inalienably  invested  in  him. 

Four  hundred  thousand  dollars  are  proposed  to  be 
appropriated  annually  in  addition  to  the  sum  fomedy 
appropriated  for  the  purchase  of  arms.J 

And  then  the  House  adjoucned. 


Wbonesday,  January  29. 

Mr.  Milnor  presented  a  petition  of  a  cominit- 
tee  on  behalf  of  the  surviving  officers  of  the  Peso- 
sylvania  line  of  the  Revolutionary  Armf,priT' 
ing  further  compensation  for  services  rendered  to 
said  army. — Referred  to  a  select  committee. 
'  Messrs.  MiLNoa^  Botleii,  and  Botd^  were  ip* 
pointed  the  committee. 
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NAVAL  ESTABLiaHMENT. 

An  engrossed  bill  concerning  the  Naval  Estab* 
shment  was  read  the  third  time;  and,  on  the 
ue.<tion  (hat  the  same  do  passt  it  was  determtn- 
d  in  the  affirmative — yeas  65,  nays  30,  as  fol- 
)ws: 

YiAS-^ Willis  Alston,  jun.,  William.  Anderson,  Bor- 
rell  Bassett,  William  Blackledge,  James  Breckenridge, 
(^illiam  A.  Burwell,  William  Butler,  John  C.Calhonn, 
•angdon  Cheves,  Martin  Chittenden,  Lewis  Condit, 
ohn  DavenjKirt,  junior,  Rogvr  Davis,  Samuel  Dins- 
looT,  WilHam"^  Ely,  James  Emott,  William  Findley, 
ames  Fbk,  Asa  Fitch,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas 
iholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  John^ 
L.Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  John,M.  Hyneman»  William 
!.  King,' Peter  Little,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Wil- 
am  Lowndes,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore, 
Lrchibald  MeBryde,  William  McCoy,  Alexander  Mc- 
am,  James  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitcfaill,  Hugh  Nelson, 
i'homas  Newton,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  James  Pleas- 
nts,  junior,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha 
I  Potter,  William  M.  Richardson,  Samuel  Ringgold, 
ohn  Rhea,  Adam  Seybert,  Daniel  ShefTey,  George 
Imith,  John  Smith»  Philip  Stnart,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis 
1.8turgcs,  Samuel  Taggart,  John  Taliaferro,  Uri 
Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  junior, 
'ierre  Van  Cortlandt,  junior,  Laban  Whealon,  Leon- 
id White,  Thomas  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Rob- 
Tt  Wright 

NATS^Ezekxel  Bacon,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam 
hydf  Robert  Brown,  James  Cochran,  William  'Craw- 
brd,  Joseph  Desha,  Obed  Hall,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard 
il.  Johnson,  Abner  Lucock,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel 
ilacon,  Samuel  McKee,  Arunah  Metcalf,  James  Mor- 
:an,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newbold,  William  Piper, 
ohn  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  William  Rodman, 
Sbenezer  Sage,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw,  John 
)milie,  Ricluurd  Stanford,  William  Strong,  Robert 
^hitehUl,  and  David  R.  WHUams. 

The  HoQ^e  then  took  up  thel)ill  for  classifying 
ind  arming  the  militia;  when  Mr.  D.  R.  Wil- 
.lAMs  spoke  at  considerable  length  in  its  favor, 
explaining  the  objects  of  the  billjBnd  Mr.  Mitch- 
LL  against  it,  who  concluded  his  observations  by 
I  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  sectron  of  the  bill. 
3e  was  followed  by  Mr.  Wright  in  favor  of  the 
nil.  After  Mr.  W.  had  been  speaking  a  consid- 
!nibte  time,  the  Speaker  observed  that  there  was 
lot  a  quorum  of  members  present.  A  motion 
vas  made  ta  adjourn,  and  carried. 


TjatJRSDAT,  January  30. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pitkin,  a  committee  was  ap- 
>oiDted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  altering, 
)y  law,  the  times  of  holding  the  district  courts 
viiliia  the  districts  of  Connecticut  and  Virginia ; 
vith  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  PiTKiN,  Mr.  NewtoNj  and  Mr.PoNO,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Poindexter, 

Raolvedy  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Unds  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedien- 
cy of  providing,  by  law,  foe  the  disposal  of  all 
tuch  tracts  of  land,  lying  within  the  territories 
ceded  to  the  United  Sutes  south  of  the  State  of 
rennessee^and  east  of  the  river  Mississippi,  claim* 


ed  by  virtue  of  grants  from  the  British  Qov'ern- 
ment  of  West  Florida,  in  cases  where  the  condi- 
tions precedent,  in  the  grant,  have  not  been  com- 
plied with,  and  the  claimant  or  claimants  are  not, 
at  this  time,  citizens  of  the  United  States.. 

SPOLIATIONI^,  &c 

Mr.  Bigelow  proposed  the  follov;'iDg  resdlotiodf 
for  adoption,  which  was  similar  to  one  which  the 
House  had  refused  to.  enter  into  some  days  ago  t 

<*  Ruolved,  That  the  President'  of  the  United  Stater 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House,  such 
information  as  he  may  possess  in  relation  to  the  seizurei 
capture,  and  condemnation  of  the  ships  and  merchan-" 
dise  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  under  the  author- 
ity of  the  Governmenta  of  £urope,  or  either  of  them/ 
which  has  not  been  heretofore  communicated." 

Objections  were  made  to  this  resolution,  because 
the  House  had  already  decided  against  it ;  be- 
cause  it  called  for  information  on  the  subjects 
probably  at  present  matters  of  negotiation ;  and 
because  a  similar  resolution  had  been  entered  into 
at  last  session,  which  was  probably  still  before 
the  Executive.  It  was  urged  in  favor  of  the  res- 
olntioo,  that  the  information  was  necessary  anct 
important,  in  order  to  come  to  a  correct  decision 
on  questions  which  would  come  before  Congress; 
that  the  President  would  communicate  such 
things  only  as  were  proper  to  be  known ;  that 
though  a  similar  resolution  had  been  passed  at 
last  session,  and  considerable  progress  made  in 
collection  the  information  required ;  yet;  if  not 
again  called  for,  no  report  would  be  made ;  as  it 
was  believed  to  be  a  rule  with  the  Executive  and 
the  departments,  when  information  was  asked  lot 
at  one  session,  which  conld  not.  from  some  cir« 
cumstance  or  other,  be  furnished  during  the  ses- 
sion, not  to  communicate  the  result  of  the  inquiry 
at  a  future  session,  except  it  was  expressly  stated, 
in  the  resolution  calling  for  the  ioformatioo,  that 
the  report  raight.be  made  at  the  then  present  or 
a  succeeding  session  of  Congress.  After  an  amend- 
ment, moved  by  Mr.  Bulckledgb,  to  the  follow- 
ing effect,  the  resolution  was  adopted  :  "  accom- 

*  panying  the  same  with  the  regulation,  order,  and 

*  decree,  under  which  the  said  captures  were  made, 
I  and  information,  as  far  as  may  be,  how  far  the 
'  said  decree,  order,  or  regulation,  be  abandoned 
^  or  persevered  in,  by  the  nation  making  such 

*  capture." 

The  House  then  entered  upon  the  order  of  the 
day,  viz :  the  bill  for  classifying  and  arming  the 
Militia  of  the  United  States ;  when  Mr.  Waioirr 
finished  his  observations  in  favor  of  the  bilL 
Messrs.  Stow,  Macon,  Little,  and  Williaus, 
also  spoke  in  favor  of  the  billy  and  Messrs*  WinG<» 
BRY  and  MiTCHiLL  against  it.  The  question  on 
Mr.  Mitchill'b  motion  to  strikeout  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  was  not  taken.    Adjourned. 


Frioat,  January  31. 

Mr.  Bacon,  from  the  Committee  of  Waysttnd 
Means,  presented  a  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  Military  Establishment,  for  the 
year  1812 3  which  was  read  twice  and  committed 
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to' the  Oommiuee  of  the  Whole  on  tJie  bill  mak- 
ing'  appropriations  for  the  expenses  incident  to. the 
81^  conrpanies  of  aioun^ted  rangers,  during  the 
year  1812. 

Mr.  Bacon,  from  the  same  committee,  present- 
ed a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
an  additional  military  force;  which  was  twice 
read  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  last  mentioned. 

Mr.  Pitkin,  from  the  committee  appointed  the 
13th  instant,  reported,  in  part,  a  bill  to  alter  the 
lime  of  holding  the  district  courts  within  and  for 
the  district  of  Connecticut ;  which  was  read  twice 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third 
lime  to-day. 

8ELAH  BENTON. 

Mr.  Gholson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Selah  Benton  ; 
which  was  read  :  when,  Mr.  Gholson,  presented 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Selah  Benton  ;  which  was 
read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  oi  the 
Whole  on  Monday  next.   The  report  is  as  follows: 

That  the  petitioner  claims  a  pension  in  censo- 
quence  of  bodily  disabilities  incurred  during  his  ser- 
Yice  in  the  RcTolutionary  war.  The  committee  are  of 
opinion  that  the  petitioner  is  not  strictly  entitled  to  a 
pension  according  to  the  rigid  provisions  of  the  exist- 
ing law  upon  this  subject,  inasmuch  as  he  was  not  ac- 
tualiy  woun(ied  in  the  war.  They  are,  ncTertheless, 
ftom  an  examination  of  all  the  testimony  accompany- 
ing the  petition,  fully  convinced  that  the  present  appli- 
cation is  embraced  by  the  spirit  in  whicn  the  statate 
providing  for  the  invalid  soldiers  of  the  Revolution  was 
oonceived,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  allowed.  The  peti- 
tioner,  who,  it  appears,  served  with  honor  and  bravery 
in  all  the  various  offices  of  first  sergeant,  ensign,  first 
and  second  lieutenants,  and  captain,  from  the  com- 
mencement until  almost  the  close  of  the  war,  when  he 
became  disabled,  has  established  two  positions  entirely 
to  the  satisiaction  of  the  comqiittee :  1st.  That  Ids 
disability  arose  from 'disease  contracted  by  exposure  in 
the  service  of  his  country,  and  terminating  in  scorbutic 
ulcers ;  and  2dly.  That  his  dissbility,  thus  sustained, 
has  disqualified  him  from  acquiring  a  jnaintenance  by 
bodily  labor.  Your  committee,  therefore,  beg  leave  to 
report  a  bill  for  the  petitioner's  relief. 

THE  MILITIA. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business  of  yesterday  j  and  the  ques- 
tion dependioe,  at  the  time  of  adjournment,  to 
atrike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill  supplementa- 
ry to  "  An  act  more  effectually  to  provide  for  tbe 
national  defence  by  establish! pg an  uniform  mili- 
tia throughout  the  United  States,'^  and  to  "An 
act  making  provision  for  arming  and  equipping 
thewholebodyof  the  militia  of  the  United  States," 
which  section  is  in  the  following  words :  Section 
L  "  That  all  the  militia  of  the  United  States  lia- 
'  ble  to  do  duty,  over  eighteen,  and  under  tweo- 
'  ty-bne  years  of  age,  snail  be  called  the  minor 
'  class  of  militia ;  and  the  President  of  the  United 
'  States  shall  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
'  order  out  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof,  when- 
'  ever  detachments  of  militia  are  authorized ;  but 
'  they  shall  not  be  compelled  to  do  duty  out  of  the 
'  State  or  Territory  in  which  they  severally  re- 


*  side,  nor  continued  in  actual  service  for  nuKt 
^  than  three  months  at  any  one  time ;"  was  a^a 
stated,  and  being  taken,  was  determined  la  theo^ 
gative — yeas  38,  nays  64,  as  follows : 

YzAS — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Stevenson  Ardier,E]ck2i 
Bacon,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  Wiliiam  Butkr. 
Epaplu-oditns  Champion,  Martin  Chittendeji,  J^ 
Davenport,  jr.,  William  Ely,  James  Bmott,  An  Fhet 
Thorns*  Ghobon,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Peteisoa  G«>6- 
wyn,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  John  M.  Ep^ 
man,  Richard  Jackson,  jr„  Lyman  Law,  Robert  U  £n 
Livingston,  Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  Metcalf,  Siai- 
uel  L.  Mitchill,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Timothy  Pitba, 
jun.,- James  Pleasants,  jun,,  Benjamin  Pond,  Fete  & 
Porter,  Wiliiam  Rodman,  George  i^nith»  Lews  B^ 
Stuiges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Pierre  Van  CorUaiidt,jicu 
Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  William  Widgey 
and  Thomas  Wilson. 

Nat8— William  Anderson,  Burwell  Bassett,  ^3- 
liam  W.  Bibb,  William  Bladdedge,  iames  Bieck» 
ridge,  William  A.  Burwell,  John  C.  Calhoun,  L&d^xc 
Cheves,  James  Cochran,  William  Gravrlbrd,  Baes 
Davis,  John  Dawson^  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinfase, 
William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Meahack  Friakb, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Obed  Hall,  JKati 
Hufty^  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  WiUiaa  i 
King,  Abner  Laoock,  Joseph  Lewis  jun.,  Peter  Lick 
William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Mtott 
Thomas  Moore,  Wiliiam  McCoy,  Samuel  McXee,  Ji> 
Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Thomas  Newbold,  Tbottf 
Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Joseph  Pearson,  IsradPid- 
ens,  William  Piper,  John  Randolph,  WilliaB  IL 
Richardson,  Henry  M*  Ridgely,  John  Rhea,  Job 
Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebencser  Sage,  Ebeocv 
Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Sbtv, 
John  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Staait,  ^ 
Stow,  William  Strong,  John  Taliaierro,  George  M. 
Troup,  Charles  Turner,  inn.,  Robert  Whitehill,  Ihri 
R.  Williams,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Mr.  Lacooc  objected  to  the  mode  of  distribat- 
ing  arms  amongst  the  militia,  adopted  io  the  tfiU 
by  putting  them  in  the  hands  of  every  citizcD  ar- 
riving at  the  age  of  eighteen  years;  and  propo^el 
an  amendment,  which  went  to  put  it  in  the  pover 
of  the  State  Legislatures  to  deliver  the  arms  u 
the  citizens,  or  preserve  them  for  their  use  in  de- 
pots. This  amendment  produced  considerable d^ 
bate,  and  was  finally  negatived — yeas  4S,  sajs 
67,  as  follows: 

YxAS — Willis  Alston,  jr.;,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  John  Ba- 
ker, Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  Adam  Bd^ii. 
James  Breckearidge,  Blijah  Brigham*  William  A.  60* 
well,  William  Butler,  Epaphfoditos  ChampioD,  Maim 
Chittenden,  Lewis  Condit,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  B«gff 
Davis,  Eiias  Bade,  WiUiam  Ely,  James  Emott.  WQ- 
liam  Findley,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  Gholson,  Thomas E- 
Gold,  Aylett  Hawee,  John  M.Hyneman,  Richard  Jic^* 
son,  jun.,  Abner  Lacock,  Lyman  Law,  Robert  Le  B01 
Livingston,  James  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  MoseIej,Tltds. 
Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  WiUiam  Piper,  Timotb? 
Pitkin,  jun.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisfa* 
R.  Potter,  WUliaUi  Reed,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Wtiliam 
Rodman,  Thomas  Samraons,  Adam  Seybert,  Ridiard 
Stanford,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Uri  Tracy,  George  ^' 
Troup,  Laban  Wheaton,  and  Leonard  White. 

Nats— William  Anderaon,  BurvreU  Bassett.  Wil- 
liam W.  Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  Robert  Brovs. 
J<rfm  C.  Calhoun,  {langdon  Chevee,  Janes  Codno* 
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iniam  Crawford,  John  Dawson,  Samuel  Dintmoor, 
ones  Pisk,  Meahack  Franklin^  Peteraoil  Obodwyn, 
Iwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall, 
hn  A.  Harper,  Jacob  Huil^,  Rtdiaid  M.  Johnson, 
lepb  Kent,  William  R.  King,  Joseph  Leferer,  Peter 
ttle,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Ma- 
D,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Thomaa  Moore,  Archibald 
cBryde,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander 
;Kim,  Aritnah  MeCcalf,  James  ^lorgan,  Jeremiah 
arrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Stephen. Orms- 
,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  James  Pleasants, 
3.,  John  Randolph,  William  M.  Richardson,  Henry 
.  Ridgely,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Ebenezer  Sage, 
wnezer  Seaver,  John  Serier,  Samuel  Shaw,  John 
lilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Philip  Stuart,  Silas 
»w,  William  Strong,  Samnel  Tsggart,  John  Talia- 
TO,  Charles  Turner,  jun.,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jnn., 
*bert  Whitehill,  David  R.  Williams,  Thomas  Wil^ 
1,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright. 

The  question  beioff  on  engrossiog  the  bill,  for 
ihird  reading;,  Mr.  Nelsok  mov^ed  to  recommit 
e  bill  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  in 
der  that  it  might  undergo  feuch  amendments  as 
9u)d  make  it  more  acceptable  to  several  mem- 
rs  who  had  objected  to  different  parls  of  ^he  bill. 
This  motion  was  negatived. 
The  question  then  reiuroed  on  the  engrossment 
the  bill.  The  yeas  and  nays  being  called  upon 
e  question.  Messrs.  Bioelow,  Nelson,  Gbol- 
N,  and  Tboup,  assigned  their  reasons  why  they 
ould  vote  against  it,  and  the  House  adjourned, 
ithout  taking  the  question. 


SjlTURdat,  February  1.. 
Mr.  Rhba  laid  before  the  House  certain  papers 
refutation  of  the  cbargea  oontained  ia  the  pre- 
itroent  of  the  Grand  Jury  of  Baldwin  county, 
the  Mississtppt  Territory,  against  Harry  Tonl- 
io,  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court  ef  Wa^hingtoD 
(trict,  in  said  Territory ;  which  were  ordered  to 
referred  to  the  select  committee  appointed  on 
e  letter  from  Cowles  Mead. 
A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  in- 
rming  the  House  that  thej  had  passed  the  bill 
thoriztng  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
cepi  and  organize  certain  volunteer  corps,  with 
amendment,  to  which  they  request  a  concur- 
ice. 

The  House  took  up  this  bill,  and  the  amendipent 
log  stated,  it  was  concurred  in  without  a  divis- 
i.  The  amen4ment  was  to  reduce  theappco- 
ation  for  carrying  the  object  of  the  bill  into 
ect,  from  three  millions  of  dollars  to  one'  mil- 
n. 

THE  MILITIA. 

Da  motion  of  Mr.-D.  R.  Williams,  the  House 
»k  up  the  ttnfi Dished  business  of  yesterday, 
lich  was  the  bill  for  classing  and  arokiog  the 
Ittia.  The  question  being  on  the  engrossment 
the  bill  for  a  third  reading, 
Mr.  WiooERT  moved  to  postpone  the  bill  inde- 
itely. — Motion  negatived^^-dS  to  46. 
Dn  motion  of  Mr.  Maxwell,  the  appropriation 
the  bill  was  reduced  from  foot  hundred  thow- 
od  to  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  annually. 


Mr.  King  moved  to  strike  out  the  word  thiity- 
one,  to  insert  in  its  place  the  word  '*  thirty-five;" 
so  as  to  make  the  Junior  Glass  of  the  militia, 
by  wbom  the  heaviest  part  of  militi.i  duty  is  to 
be  performed,  consist  of  persons  over  tweoty-one 
years  of  age  and  under  thirty-five.  This  amend* 
ment  was  negatived,  there  being  only  4L  votes  in 
its  favor. 

Mr.  FiNOLGT assigned  the  reasons  which  would 
induce  him  to  vote  against  the  bilPs  being  en- 
grossed^ 

Mr.  Tallmadoe  wished  the  Committee  would- 
suQer  the  bill  to  lie  on  the  table  tintil  Monday, 
He  had  necessarily  been  detained  from  the  House 
since  this  bill  came  under -consideration,  and  had 
not,  therefore,  been  able  to  pay  to  it  that  attention 
which  he  wished,  and  which  would  enable  him 
to  vote  understandiogly  upon  it.  He  moved  to 
this  effect,  an<l  the  question  was  carried — 51  to  4dw 

approprution  bill. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Gbvernment  for  the  year  1812: 
and,  having  gone  through  the  bill,  it  was  reported 
to  the  House,  taken  up,  and  agreed  to,  except  in 
relation  to  an  appropriation  for  an  additioni|l 
compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  several  depart- 
ments, not  exceeding  fifteen  per  cent,  in  addition 
to  the  sums  allowed  by  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act 
to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensation  of  clerks,'^ 
dkc,  #11234  33. 

Mr.  Alston  mdved  to  strike  out  this  appropri- 
ation in  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and  the  mo- 
tion was  negatived  by  the  casting  vote  of  the 
Chairman  only.  When  the  bill  came  before  the 
House,  Mr.  A.  renewed  his  motion,  in  which  he 
was  seconded  by  Mr.  Tallmadoe.  The  motion 
was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Bacon,  Mitcbill,  Wil* 
liams,  and  Wright. 

Those  opposed  to  making  this  allowance,  urged 
that.  If  the  salaries  fixed  for  the  clerks  of  each 
department  were  not  sufficient,  thev  ought  to  be 
increased,  though  it  was  believed  they  were  am- 
ple, without  this  allowa^nce;  that  this  additional 
compensation  was  believed  to  be  bestowed  chiefljr 
on  favorites,  and  not  according  to  the  extra  busi- 
ness performed.  The  supporters  of  this  allow- 
ance, said  that  it  had  been  made  for  a  number  of 
years;  that  the  salaries  would  be  inadequate 
withoiH  it ;  that  its  deliberation  was  left  with  the 
Heads  of  the  Departments,  who  certainly  might 
be  safely  trusted  with  it ;  that  it  served  to  reward 
faithful  add  extraordinary  services;  and  that,  hav- 
ing made  the  allowance  for  a  number  of  years,  it 
would  be  hard  now  to  deprive  the  clerks  of  this 
parrof  their  compensation. 

The  question  on  striking  out  this  appropriation 
from  the  bill,  was  ear rie<f— yeas  45,  nays  42,  as 
follows: 

YsAS — Willis  Alston,  JT.»  Stevenson  Archer,  John 
Baker,  Elijah  B^ham^  Robert  Brown,  William  Butler, 
Martin  Chittenden,  Jamea  Cochran,  Lewis  Condit, 
John  Davenport,  jr.,  Roger  Davis,  William  Ely,  Asa 
Fitch,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Boiling  Hall',  Obed  Hall,  Ji^ 
oob  Hufty,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  Jackson,  jnn., 
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Joseph  Kent,  'JViUiaiii  R.  King,  Abner  Laeoek,  Joseph 
Lefever,  Peter  Little,  Robert  LeRoy  Livingston,  Aaron 
Lyle,  Archibald  McBryde,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander 
McKim,  Aninah  Metcal^  James  Morgan,  Thoma# 
Newboid,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  William  Reed,  John  Roane, 
"William  Rodman,  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenezer  Bea- 
ver, Samuel  Sha^,  William  Strong,  Benjamin  Tall- 
madge,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jr.,  Laban  Wheatqn, 
Leonard  White,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

Nats — William  Anderson,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David 
Bard,  BurweU  Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  WiUiam 
Blackledge,  William  A.  BurweU,  John  C.  Qalhoun, 
Epaphroditus  Champion,  William  Crawford,  James 
Emott,  William  Findlej,  Thomas  Oholson,  Petersen 
Ooodwyn,  Aylett  Hawes,  Lyman  Law,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy,  James  Mil- 
nor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan 
O.  Moseley,  Anthony  New,  brael  Pickens,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  junior,  James  Pleasants,  junior,  Peter  B.  Por- 
ter, William  M,  Richardson,  Henry  M.  Ridgeljr,  Sam- 
uel Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  Ebenezer  Sage,  John  Sevier, 
Adam  £ybert,  George  Smith,  Philip  Stuart,  John  Tali- 
aferro, Urt  Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  David  R.  Wil- 
liams, and  Robert  Wright. 

The  bill  contained  in  it  a  paragraph  for  allow- 
ing a  compeu^atioi^  to  the  Marshals  and  assistant 
Marshals,  for  takiog  an  account  of  the  manufac- 
tures of  the  Uaite'd  States,  in  addition  to  the  sum 
heretofore  appropriated  for  that  purpose  —— 
dollars. 

This  paragraph  was  stricken  out  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole.  When  the  bill  came  before  the 
House,  Mr.  Newton  moved  to  restore  it,  and  to 
fill  the  blank  with  fifteen  thousand  dollars.  He 
stated  iliat  seventy  thousand  dollars  had  been 
asked  for  this  purpose  at  the  last  session,  but  only 
thirty  thousand  appropriated,  which  was  so  far 
short  of  what  was  aeemed  sufficient,  that  no  dis- 
tribution had  been  made  of  it  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Mitchill, 
who  said  that  he  expected,  before  Congress  were 
called  upon  -for  any  additional  appropriation,  to 
have  had  laid  before  them  a  digested  statement 
of  these  manufactures;  but  he  had  understood 
that  this  business  h^d  been  so  badly  performed  by 
many  of  the  Marshals,  tbat  the  Secretary  found  it 
next  to  impossible  to  make  any  satisfactory  view 
of  the  subject  from  the  returns  which  he  bad  re- 
ceived, it  was  bis  opinion,  that  some  of  the  Mar- 
shals deserved  no  compensation,  whilst  others 
had  performed  the  service  in  a  manner  that  rich- 
ly deserved  reward.  Amon^  the  former  descrip- 
tion of  returns,  Mr.  M.  mentioned  South  Carou- 
na,  Maryland,  New  Jersey,  and  the  District  of 
Columbia;  atpongst  the  latter,  Massachusetts, 
Pennsylvania,  and  New  York. 

Mr.  Newton  suffered  the  bill  to  pass  without 
taking  a  question  on  restoring  this  part  of  it.  The 
bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  fur  a  third 
reading. 


Monday,  February  3. 

Mr.  Bacon,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  presented  a  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United.  States 


daring  the  year  1812;  which  was  read  twice,  isd 
committed  to  a  Conunitte«  of  the  Whole  od  Wet 
nesday  next. 

An  engrossed  bill,  makins  appropriatiocs  k 
the  support  of  Qovernmeat,  during  the  y^ar  ISli, 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  fnadrr 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Sute  ofVc- 
gtnia,  approbatory  of  the  measures  pursued  bm 
General  Government  towards  Gkeat  Britain,  isi 
declaring  that,  *^  peace,  as  we  now  have  it  bcj- 
grace/uLand  war  is  honorable/'  and  exprey^j; 
of  their  determination  to  support  all  ineascrst 
which  may  be  adopted  in  vindication  of  tberi;:*: 
and  honor  of  the  United  States. — Ordered  i:j{ 
on  the  table. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Presides:-/ 
the  United  States,  transmitting  a  report  cfii 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  containing  a  statriiK:: 
of  proceedings  under  the  "  Act  to  re«^la»  r.- 
laying  out  and  making  a  road  from  Cnmbetlru 
in  the  State  of  Maryland^  to  the  State  of  Oi:. 

CHRISTOPHER  MILLSR. 

Mr,  OaMBBY,  from  the  committee  appoiotEiiai 
the  14th  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  li 
Christopher  Miller ;  which  was  read  twice.  u4 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  We^ 
nesday  next. 

Mr.  O.  also  made  a  detailed  report  on  the  ^ 
tion  of  the  said  Christopher  Miller  whicb  n 
recid.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

It  appears  to  your  committee  that,  in  the  year 
General  Anthony  Wayne,  who  then  eommtDtfei 
United  States*  army,  detennined  la  send  a  flag  :• 
Indians,  in  order  tikst  a  peace  might  be  efieeicd 
out  further  warfate.  That  the  said  Wayne  was 
te  £nd  any  person  in  his  army  posssesing  the 
sary  qualifications,  who  would  undertake  t^ 
enterprise,  except  the  petitioner,  who  was  io 
acquainted  with  their  manners  and  their 
and,  on  this  account,  was  the  mora  eoUcitoiu  tU 
shocdd  carry  the  flag  to  the  Indians.  That  the 
tioner,  as  an  inducement  to  act  in  obedieaee  u 
wishes  of  General  Wayne,  was  told  by  him  tbit 
Government  would  make  him  independent.  Tb^  P^ 
titioner,  at  the  evident  hazard  of  his  life,  did  fnas 
with  the  flag  sent  by  the  said  Wayne,  and  comoefl^ 
the  negotiation,  which  terminated  snccesafttily.       ' 

Your  committee  are  fully  impressed  with  tbe  a^ 
that  the  death  of  General  Wayne  prevented  his  o^ 
making  known  to  the  Government  the  dsimof  tkp 
titioner,  and  they  are  satisfied  that  his  preteBiiois»^ 
remuneration  from  the  Goverament  are  much  stre^ 
ened  by  the  consideration  of  the  great  dsnfer  be  a 
oountered,and  the  knowledge  vriiich  he  must  ban 
seated  of  that  danger  previous  to  his  departure 
General  Hardin  and  Major- Troeman,  who  bad  o 
taken  similar  exjpeditlDns  to  the  Indians,  hU 
killed  but  a  very  abort  time  before. 

When  your  committee  reflect  on  the  ad 
which  flowed  from  the  conduct  of  the  petitiooeei 
dangerous  nature  of  the  enterprise,  and  the 
General  Wayne  given  to  him,  on  the  &ith  of  a 
that  he  should  be  amply  remunerated,  they 
hesitate  to  say,  that  the  Government  ought  to 
this  promise  into  execution. 
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SBHUART,  1813. 


New  York  Camxls'-TVie  Militia. 


H.  OP  R. 


NBW  YORK  CANALS; 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House*  n  re^o- 
itioD  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio, 
daring  that,  io  their  opinioO)  the  expense  of 
e  canal  contem[$lated  to  be  cut  from  the  Great 
ikes  to  Hudson  river,  ought  to  be  provided  for 
the  General  Government.— ;Referred  to  the 
mmittee  appointed  on  the  petition  of  the  Pres- 
>Dt  and  Managers  of  the  Union  Canal  Compa- 
,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
The  document  is  as  follows': 

ZA2rEsvii.L]c,  Ohio,  Jan.  18,  1813. 

Six  :  la  obedience  to  tie  request  of  the  Legislature 
this  State,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  you  a  copy 
B  resolution  on  the  subject  of  the  contemplated  canal 
ween  the  river  Hudson  and  the  Great  Lakes. 
[  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient,  humble 
vant,  RETURN  J.  MEIGS. 

Hon.  Hkhbt  Clat, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Rep$.,  U.  S, 

Jaxuakt  17,  1812. 
liVhereas  the  Commissioners,  appointed  under  the 
t  section  of  the  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
New  York,  passed  the  8th  day  of  April,  1811,  enti- 
1  **  An  act  to  provide  for  the  improvement  of  the 
ernal  navigation  of  the  State,"  have,  in  pursuance 
the  provisiOBS  of  said  act,  applied  in  behalf  of  said 
kte  to  the  Legiidature  of  this  State*  ^o'  their  aid  and 
operation  in  carrying  into  effect  the  object  eontem- 
led  in  said  aol,  and  have  particnfalTly  solicited  the 
laence  of  this  State  in  the  public  oonncils  of  our 
mtry  for  that  purpose,  being  fully  impressed  with  a 
me  of  the  importance  of  the  object  as  well  as. with 
I  respeetful  attention  due  to  our  sister  States; 
reforcy  • 

Heiolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represents- 
IS  of  the  State  of  OAfo,v^hat  they  consider  the  com-  > 
nication,  by  means  of  the  canal  navigation,  between 
Great  Lakes  «nd  Hudson  river,  as  a  project  of  na- 
lal  concern;  that  the  accomplishment  of  such. a 
ject,  free  from  a  transit  of  duty,  would  have  the 
St  extensive  and  beneficial  effects, by  facilitating  the. 
ercourse  between  remote  parts  of  the  United  States ; 
linishing  the  expend  of  transportation,  thereby  ren- 
ing  the  produce  of  our  country  more  valuable-,  the 
»  of  foreign  commodities  cheaper ;  and  that  its  ten- 
icy  would  be  to  encourage  agfieuUvre,  manufao* 
es,  mtemal  commerce,  and  to  atrongthen  the  bond 
inion  between  the-  States. 

^iMlved,  As  the  sense  of  this  General  Assembly, 
t  it  would  be  expedient  for  the  expense  of  said  canal 
M  provided  fi>r  by  the  United  States  in  such  a  man- 
:  as  they  shall  think  proper,  and  that  the  same  be 
i  from  toll  or  transit  duty,  for  the  transportation  of 
duce,  mennfactures,  or  merchandise,  thereon. 
Resolved,  That  the  Governor  of  this  State  be  re- 
nted to  transmit  copies  of  this  resolution  to  the 
«ident  of  the  United  States,  the  President  of  the 
late,  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
ngrese,  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and 
>ur  Representatives,  and  each  of  our  Senators,  in 
Dgress. 

THE  MILITIA. 

rhe  House  again  resnmed  the  consideratton  of 
i  bill  for  claesiog  and  arming  the  militia. of  the 
lited  States, 
hf  r.  Tallmadob  said,  that  haring  been  abaent 


from,  his  eaat  when  this  bill  was  under  discussion 
he  could  not  profit  by  any  remarks  which  had 
1>een  made.  He  would,  however,  submit  a  few 
consideratioos  which  bad  occurred  to  his  mind^ 
and  which  would  induce  him  to  oppose  the  pas-, 
sage  of  the  bill  new  on  the  table.  That  his  re- 
marks might  be  definite  and^  precise,  he  would 
eDd«ayor  to  pursue  the  following  arrangement: 

lat.  He  would  examine  the  Constitution  as  to. 
the  poweh  given  to  Congress  to  legislate  upon  this 
subject. 

2ad.  Inquire  how  far  t^ose  powers  had  beea 
executed  b/.  any  previous  law. 

3rd.  He  would  ebdeavor  to  test  the  principles 
of  (his  bill  by  the  Constitution,  by  the  militia 
law  passed  by  Congress,  and  by  the  laws  and' 
usages  of  the  States. 

As  to  the  powers  given  by  the  Coastitution^ 
Mr.  T.  remarked  that  they  would  be  found  under 
th/e  eighth  section  of  the.  first  article  of  the  Con-^ 
stittttion  of  the  United  Slates— "Congress  shall 
'  have  power  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the 
'  inilitia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  sup* 
^  press  insurrections  and  r^pel  invasions," 

"  To  provide  for  organizing,  arming,  and  dis- 

<  cipliniUff  the  militia,  and  ior  governing  such 

<  part  of  tnem  as  may  be  employed  in  the  service 

<  of  the  United  States,  reserving  to  the  States  Te- 
^  spectively  the  appointment  of  the  officers,  and 

<  toe  auihority  of  training  the  militia  according 

*  to  the  discipline  prescribed  by  Congress."  So. 
also  in  defining  the  powers  of  the  President  of 
the  United  Stales,  he  is  styled,  « the  Command- 

*  cr-itt-Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United 

<  States,  and  of  the  militia  of  the  several  States^ 

*  when  called  into  the  actual  service  of  th^  United 

'  States." 

Hence,  said  Mr.  T.,  it  appears  that  all  the 
military  force  of  our  country  is  divided  into  two 
classes,  the  army  pud  the  militia;  the  former  is 
exclusively  under  the  control  of  the  Qeneral 
Government,  and  the  latter  is  the  great  military 
biriwark  of  the  States  respectively.  So  cautious 
were  the  sages  who  framed  the  Constitution  of 
the  peculiar  and  appropriate  rights  of  the  Slates, 
that  they  have  given  to  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  no  control  over  the  militia  only  when 
called  out  by  authority  of  the  Government,  and 
for  the  three  express  purposes  defined  in  the  Con- 
stitution. These  ano  these  only,  I  contend,  form 
the  grounds  or  reasons  on  which,  the  service  of 
the  militia  may  be  required  by  the  General  Gov- 
ernment. .  .        .  ^  ,      <rM 

With  this  pUiu  exposition  of  the  Constitution,. 
I  will  pass  on  to  the  second  proposition,  and  in- 
quire how  far  the  powers  vested  in  the  Genial 
Government  have  been  carried  into  execution. 

After  various  attempts  had  been  made,  and  ela- 
bwate  systems  had  been  proposed  and  rejected,^ 
on  the  8th  of  May,  1792,  Congress  passed  a  law 
*'  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  national  de- 

<  fence,  by  establishingan  uniform  militia  through-- 
»  out  the  United  States."  ^ 

By  a  careful  examination  of  this  law  it  will  be 
perceived  that,  in  all  its  provisions,  the  Constitu- 
tional limits  have  not  been  transcended ;  but  that 
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the  promioeot  features  of  thi^  law  eoasist  of  pro- 
visions to  enroll  or  embody-;  to  arm  and  accoutre; 
to  arrange  and  organize;  toofteer  under  State 
authorities,  and  to  discipline  or  trahi  the  milKta 
according  to  the  system  provided  by  Congress. 
It  is  not  unworthy  of  remark,  that  by  the  provi- 
siotis  of  this  law,  it  W9s  made  the  doty  of  the 
militia  to  arm  and  clothe  themselves  al  their  own 
expense,  and  the  qaality  and  description  of  their 
arms  were  particularly  designated. 

On  the  2d  of  March,  1803^  another  law  was 
parsed,  supplementary  to  the  foreeoing,  in  which 
additional  duties  were  required  of  the  Adjutant- 
General — a  duartermaster's  Department  was  es- 
tablished, and  every  militiaman  enjoined  to  be 
completely  furnished  with  arms,  aecoutreo^ents, 
and  ammunition,  agreeable  to  the  requisitions  of 
the  aforesaid  act. 

On  the  23d  of  April,  IdQS,  an  additional  law 
was  enacted,  authorizing  an  annual  appropriation 
ot  two  hundred  thousand  dollars^  to  purchase 
arms  and  military  equipments,  which  were  to  be 
4istribttted  to  the  several  States  and  Territories, 
in  proportion  to  their  effective  militia,  under  such 
rules  and  regulations  as  the*  Legislatures  should 
respectively  prescribe  dy  law.  From  the  most 
careful  examination  I  have  been  able  to  give  this 
subject,  I  believe  the  foregoing  laws  comprehend 
all  the  regulations  which  have  been  made  relative 
to  the  militia  of  the  several  States  and  Territo- 
ries. Other  laws  have  been  passed  relgtiag  to 
draughts  from  the  milfda,  which  have  no'bearing 
upon  this  question. 

3dly.  I  come  now  to  test  the  principles  of  the 
bill  before  the  House,  bv  the  Constitution,  and 
the  system  adopted  by  the  Governmebt  hereto- 
'  fore.  I  inquire,  then,  what  urgent  occasion  is 
there  for  this  bill?  Gentlemen  say  that  the  old 
system  is  inadequate  to  its  object.  But.  suffer 
me,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  inquire  from  whence  do  these 
objections  arise  7  Are  they  made  bv  those  who 
have  carried  the  laws  into  practicable  effect,  or 
by  those  States  where  the  militia  laws  have  been 
acarcely  regarded  1  Most  assuredly  not  the  form* 
er — and  with  how  ill  a  grace  they  are  made  by 
those  who  have  never  carried  the  militia  laws  in- 
to operation  I  leave  for  the  ^ood  sense  of  this 
House  to  determine.  Sir.  the  militia  of  the  North- 
ern States,  by  a  close  adherence  to  th^  law,  and  a 
careful  attention  to  its  requisitions,  have  liweorae 
formidable  armies  theoiselves  for  all  purposes  to 
which  the  services  of  th^  militia  can  constitution- 
ally be  directed.  They  are  the  military  boast  and 
pride  of  our  country,  and  no  man  feels  himself 
degraded  by  being  enrolled  with  his  neighbors  to 
perform  the  duties  of  the  militia. 

In  addition  to  this  the  present  militia  system 
has  been  long  in  operation.  It  conimenced  with 
the  first  settlement  of  our  country,  and  with  the 
slight  alterations  and  amendments  since  has  been 
found  to  answer  the  ^rand  objects  to  which  this 
force  ought  constitutionally  to  be  directed.  I 
would  further  remark,  that  being  no^  so  fully 
ingraAed  into  our  State  codes,  and  forming  no 
inconsiderable  part  of  our  habits,  (I  speak  more 
ctpecially  of  the  Northern  States,)  no  small  in-. 


coiHrenience  would  result  to  the  community  bf 
the  adopting' the  provision^  of  this  bill. 

It  is  not  unworthy  of  remark  that  tbecUssiff. 
ing  principle  of  this  bill  would  inirodaee  ootcI 
distinctions,  and  would  oppose  odious  and  op- 
pressive burdens  on  that  portion  of  our  citizeu 
who  are  enrolled  in  the  militia.  And  who,  1  pray 
voo,  Mr.  Speaker,  are  the  niilitiaof  ourconmry' 
In  addition  to  the  duties  which  they  perform  is 
beiOg  the  natural  guardians  of  our  righuisaiDu. 
they  are  the  sovereigns  of  this  country^  tod  hoii 
in  their  hands  the  Constitutional  right  to  remore 
us  from  these  seats  whenever  they  please. 

I  add  once  more  that  the  classifying  priocipk 
which  form^  the  most  prominent  feature  of  (his 
bill,  smells  too  strong  of  the  detestable  cooserip* 
tion  of  the  Freuch  Emperor  to  become  paiatet- 
bte  to  our  own  countrymen.  Whatever  the  chiir- 
man  of  the  committee  who  brought  in  this  id 
(Mr*  Wti^UAMs)  may^  say  of  the  French  cos- 
scription  being  very  similar  to  our  code,  I  ioss 
on  it  that  light  ana  darkness  are  scarcely  mm 
Unlike  than  the  practical  operations  of  thos«ivo 
principles.  Is  it  possible  that  the  gentlemen  froa 
South  Carolina  can  see  no  difference  between lae 
equal  voluntary  service  of  our  countrymeo.es- 
bodied*  to  defend  their  dearest  rights,  or  toeofofct 
the  execution  of  our  laws,  and  the  invoiuDtarf. 
detestable  service  to  which  all  the  yooib  d 
France  and  her  dependencies  are  subjected  Ij 
the  Boneparteao  conscription  1  Are  the  ckm 
and  hanaet^0  which  adorn  the  young  coo8cii;« 
on  his  march  from  his  fathei^s  house  to  sum 
military  depot  in  France  to  be  compared  withtkt 
operation  of  our  militia  laws  in  this  free  Repo^ 
lie?  And  will  the  gentleman  venture  to assm 
that  there  is  no  difference  between  the  Coostito- 
tiooal  appropriate  service  of  our  militia,  and  tbe 
dreadful  prospects  presented  to  the  cooscripiscf 
France,  chained  to  the  destinies  of  a  military  de^ 
pot,  and  obliged  to  pursue  the  objects  of  his  ambi- 
tion wherever,  and  against  whomsoever,  directed: 
Sir,  i  cannot  express  my  astonishment  vhea  I 
hear  such  remarks  made  within  these  walls,  sor 
will  I  ceaae  to  expose  and  reprobate  theai  solca; 
as  I  hnve  a  seat  on  this  floor. 

But  the  doctrine  which  I  wish  to  eofoicc  is, 
that  the  power  contained  in  this  bill  is  not  va^ 
ranted  by  the  Constitution.  The  whole  povef^ 
given  to  Congress,  relative  to  this  point,  is  nl 
protidefor  organizing  arming,  and  dixi]M»i 
the  militia.  Will  any  gentleman  say  that  ood«r 
this  provision  is  given  an  authority  to  class  tW 
militia,  and  designate  particular  duties  to  be  pe^ 
formed  by  them  7  If  powers  not  given  are  acta- 
ally  retained,  then  shall  I  contend  that  this  pover 
belongs  alone  to  the  States.  As  I  consider  tbe 
interference  of  the  General  Government  with  tbc 
State  authorities,  in  relation  to  the  militia,  to  t« 
dangerous  in  the  extreme,  I  would  cautiously 
^uard  against  che  first  encroachments  upon  tho^ 
important  rights. 

if  an  army  should  be  thus  formed  from  cos  j 
scripts,  called  out  under  the  imposing  tide  of  da** 
sified  militia,  it  would  be  an  army  unknown  t* 
the  Constitntion,    Indeed,  as  the  case  might  be,  i 
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he  physical  forc6  of  the  States  might  be  so  dis- 
osed  of.  as  that,  id  the  hands  of  aa  aspiring,  am- 
litious  President,  the  liberties  of  this  country 
iroald  be  greatly  jeopardized.  Let  sbch  a  Presi- 
lent  have  power  to  call  those  conscripts  to  per- 
oral military  duty  wherever  he  should  think 
»roper,  I  beg  leave  to  inquire  what  should  pre- 
en t  him  from  destroying  your  liberties  by  the  aid 
f  his  regular  troops?  Against  such 'possible 
viip.  i  wiah  to  interpose  every  practical  coeek. 

Having  made  these  general  remarka,  I  will 
ow  examine  some  .of  ta«  sections  of  this  bill, 
nd  dismiss  the  sabjecL 

In  the  first  section  of  the  bill  an  aathoriiy  is 
iven  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  order 
at  the  minor  class,  or  any  part  of  it,  whenever  de- 
lehments  from  the  militia  should  be  anthortzed. 
^his  power,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  too  mat  for  me  to 
onsen  t  to  glVe.  If  this  section  of  the  biU  should 
ass  in  its  present  form,  all  the  youth  of  our 
ouatry  from  eighteen  to  twenty-one  years  of 
ge  would  be  placed  under  the  control  of  the 
^resident,  whicn,  I  am  persuaded,  the  Constitu- 
ion  never  contemplated. 

The  seventh  section  provides  for  punishing  any 
fficer  who  should  fail  to  perform  his  duty,  as  re- 
aired  by  this  act,  by  cashiering,  or  mulcting,  or 
niog,  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars.  I  pitterly  ob- 
ect  to  this  provision  because  no  such  authority  is 
ested  in  the  General  Oovernix^ent,  nor  can  we 
iterfere  with  punishments  by  courts  martial,  un« 
er  the  authority  of  ahe  individual  States.  How, 
beg  leave  to  ask,  are  such  courts  to  be  formed ; 
nd,  in  case  of  fine,  bv  what  process  is  the  money 
)  be  collected  ?  A  oare  mention  of  these  diffi- 
nlties,  I  should  hope,  would  be  sufficient  to  show 
le  absurdity  of  the  Jn'orision. 

In  the  eighth  section  of  this  biU,  provision  is 
lade  for  furnishing  every  militiaman,  who  shall 
rrive  to  the  age  of  eigbteen  years,  with  a  stand 
r  arms.  To  the  principle  of  this  provision  I  do 
ot  object  J  but,  as  I  do  believe  this  method  of 
elivering  out  the  arms  is  liaore  objectionable 
lan  that  which  is  provided  by  law,  I  cannot  coo- 
*Dt  to  this  alteration.  We  have  a  standing  law 
ppropriating  $300,000  annually  for  the  purchase 
r  arms,  which  directs  the  distribution  of  the 
tine  to  the  Executives  of  the  several  States  and 
'erritories,  for  the  use  of  their  militia ;  and  under 
)eir  direction  I  wish  to  see  the  distribution  made. 
1  fact,  I  wish  to  maintain  the  true -Constitutional 
iiaracter  of  our  militia,  as  belonging  to  the  sev- 
ral  States,  and  not  as  militia  Of  the  United 
tates. 

In  the  same  section,  the  oatb  required  to  be 
iken4>efore  the  stand  of  arms  can  be  delivered, 
s  the  case  may  be,  will  deprive  the  State  of  the: 
irvice  of  one  of  her  citizens,  or  he  must  perjure 
imself  to  obtain  the  stand.  No  provision  is 
lade  where  arms  may  be  lost  in  battle,  or  by  any 
tber  unavoidable  accident. 

I  have  strong  objections  to  other  sections  of 
lis  bill,  particularly  to  the  eleventh  and  thir- 
;enth  sections,  which  I  will  leave  to  other  gen- 
emen  who  may  fbllow  me. 

Although  I  shall  always  be  ready  to  'accord  in 


any  measure  wfaieb  may  be  calculated  to  perfect 
the  present  militia  system  of  the  United  States, 
yet  I  eannot  consent  to  innovate  upon  any  or 
those  ^reat  principles  which  bind  the  services  of 
the  militia,  most  emphatically,  to  the  States  aad 
Territories  in  which  they  reside.  I,  therefore, 
hope  the  bill  on  your  table  will  not  pass. 

Messl^.  QuiNOY,  and  Law,  spoke  against  the 
bill ;  and  Messrs.  Williams  and  Wjiight  in  fa- 
vor of  it.  The  House  adjourned,  without  taking 
the  question<;on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill. 


TuBSDAT,  February  4* 

Mr.  Rhea  presented  to  the  House  a  letter  ad- 
dressed to  him  by  the  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  resolution  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  that  State,  **^recom<- 
roending  to  their  Senators  and  Representatives  ia 
Congress  the  expediencv  of  Hiipulatiiig  for  the 
nearest  posaible  route  ror  a  wagon  road  from 
Knoxville  to  Aususta,  in  Georgia  through  tbe 
country  of  the  Cherokee  Iodi)in8."—Referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Bacon,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  the.  amount  of  de- 
posicies  of  public  money  in  banks,  reported,  in 
part,  a  bill  repealing  the  tenth  section  ot  the  *fAct 
10  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  ;'T  which  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday 
next. 

Mr.  Lewis,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  recommitted  the 
bill  further  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  City  of 
Washington,  reported  an  amendatory  bill ;  which 
was  read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole  on  Thursda][  next. 

The  Si'EAKfiB  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  statement  of  the  tonnage  of  the  United  States^ 
prepared  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the 
eleventh  ultimo ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  another 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  trana- 
miiting  twastatements  of  importations  io  Amer- 
ican and  foreign  vessds  for  one  year,  ending  the 
thirtieth  of  September.  1810 ;  which  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting 
a  statement  of  the  name,  rank,  pay,  and  rations, 
of  each  commissioned  and  warrant  officer  of  the 
Navy,  prepared  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the 
twenty* third  ultimo;  which  were  read, and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table> 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the- Senate  have  passed  a  bill  ^Uo  promote 
the  progress  of  science  and  useful  arts,  by  secur- 
ring,  for  a  limited  time,  to  the  inventors,  the  ex- 
clusive right  to  their  respective  discoveries  ;*'  in 
which  biu  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 
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The  House  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee  jof 
the  Whole,  on  the  biU  supplemental  to  an  act  for 
raising,  for  a  limited  time,  a  military  force. 

Mr.  W1LLIA.MS  ezpiained  the  object  of  this  bill 
to  be  to  provide  for  mounting  a  regiment  of  horse 
artillery,  directed  ta  be  raised  by  a  law  of  1808. 
The  bill  was  reported  without  anyendmen^  and 
Ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  teading. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
.Whole,  on  the  bill  making  further  appropriation 
for  the  defence  oi  our  maritime  frontier. 

The  blanic  in  the  bill  for  the  appropriation,  was 
filled  witji  a  million  of  dollars.  The  House  con- 
curred in  the  amendment,  atid  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  to  ascertain  the  Western  boun- 
dary of  a  tract  of  land  reserved  for  satisfying 
military  bounties  of  the  officers  and  soldiers' of 
the  Virginia  Continental  Line.  After  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  had  leave 
to  sit  again. 

THE  MILITIA. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
for  ciassinj;  and  arming  the  militia  of  the  Ujuted 
States.  The  question  was  on  the  bill's  going  to 
a  third  reading.  Messrs.  Bioblow,  Mobeley, 
Rhea,  and  Stdrgbb,  spoke  against  the  bill's  being 
engrossed;  and  the  latter  gentleman  concluded 
his  observations,  by  a  motion  to  recommit  the 
bill. 

.  Mr.  Harper  proposed  to  amend  the  motion,  by 
adding  to  it,  "  for  the  purpose  of  reporting  two 
separate  bills — one  for  classing,  the  other  for  arm>- 
tog  the  militia."  Mr.  STaRGES  accepted  the 
amendment  as  a  part  of  the  motioiL 

Messrs.  Harper,  Porter,  Rhea,  Gbolson,  and 
WiDGERY,  expressed  themselves  in  favor  of  arm- 
ing.the  militia,  but  not  of  classing  the  militia. 

Messrs.  W^illiahb,  Macon,  and  Wi^ioht^ 
(members  of  the  committee  who  reported  the  bill,) 
opposed  the  motion  to  recommit  the  bill.  They 
wished  the  s^ense  of  the  House  to  be  taken  upon 
it,  without  further  loss  of  time ;  but  if  the  House 
decided  in  favor  of  a  recommitment,  they  hoped 
the  bill  would  not  be  sent  back  to  them,  as  they 
bad  reported  such  a  bill  ^s  thev  approved ;  and 
if  it  were  to  be  new- modelled,  they  wished  it  to 

So  to  those  gentlemen  who  had  expressed  so  much 
issatisfaction  with  it,  though  they  believed  but 
few  of  them  would  rote  for  it  in  any  shape. 

The  motion  for  recommitmeirt  was  lost,  there 
being  only  30  votes  for  it. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  engross- 
ment of  the  bill,  and  carried — yeas  62j  nays  59, 
as  follows : 

Ykas— Willis  Alston,  junior,  William  Anderson, 
John  Baker,  BurwcU  Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Jas. 
Breckenridge,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves, 
Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  Lewis  Condit,  Wm. 
Crawford,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Deaha,  Samuel  Dins* 
moor,  Elias  Barle,  James  Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin, 
Isaiah  L.- Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  HalJ,  Obed 
Hall,  Jacob  UuAy,  Joseph  Kent,  Philip  B.  Key,  Wil- 
liam R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Joseph 
Lewia,  jr.,  Peter  Little,  William  Lowndes,  Nathaniel 


Maoon,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  Areb^ 

McBiyde,  William  McCoy,  Samnd  McKee,  An^ 
Metcalf,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Astt4> 
New,  Thomas  Newbold,  Stephen  Ormftbj,  Ixfi 
Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  William  M.Ridurdson,  ^^-i 
M.  Ridg6ly,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Roane,  Ebes^s 
Sage,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw,  Dtnid  Sxfr, 
John  Smilie,  John  Smith,  Philip  Stuart,  Silia  ^i-? 
William  Strong,  John  Taliaferro,  George  IL  T.m 
David  R.  Williams,  and  Robert  Wright 

Nats^— Stevenson  Archer,  Eaekiel  Bicoo,  Bni 
Bard,  AbijahBigelow,  Harmanns  Bleecker,  Adam  Bi^ 
Elijah  Brigham,  Robert  Brown,  WilUaia  ^ 
Bpaphroditua  Champion,  li€aftin  Chittenden,  Job  Dp 
enport,  junior,  Roger  Daris,  WiUiam  £lj,  Joi 
Bmott,  WilUam  Findley,  Asa  Fitdi,  Tfaomtt  (S«J 
Thomas  R.  Gold,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwud  G^ 
John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawea,  John  M.  Hjsesa 
Richard  Jackson,  janior,  Ljman  Law,  Robert  U  If 
LiTingatott,  Aaron  Lyle,  James  Milnor,  SamoelLI^ 
chill,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Hugh  Nelsoa,  W^ 
Piper  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  James  PleasaBU,j8i^ 
Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Pa^ 
Josiah  Qnincy,  William  Reed,  Jolm  Rhea,  J 
Roberts,  William  Rodman,  Thomas  $aminoo$» 
Seybert,  George  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Lm 
Sturges,  George  SuUiTan,  Samael  Taggart,  Bcej 
Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  jno^ 
Van  Cortlandt,  jnn.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard 
Robert  Whitehfll,  Wiltiam  Widgery,  and 
Wilson, 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  tice 
morrow. 


Wednesoay,  February  4. 

Mr.  BAKfia  presented  a  petition  of  soDdry 
habitants  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Ci 
bia,  praying  permission  to  cat  a  canal  aroasw 
western  end  of  the  causeway  between  Misa 
Island  and  the  Virginia  shore  of  ibe  Pocjsi 
river,  and  also  to  cut  a  canal  between  the  m 
land  and  Alexander's  Peninsula,  and  that  tber: 
poration  of  the  town  of  Alexandria  maj  b«  w 
thorized  to  leyy  a  tax  upon  the  propertf  ard 
zens  of  the  town  to  execute  the  worL—Rfii^f^ 
to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  CoIasU 

.The  Sp£iLK£a  laid  before  the  House  sst:: 
resoluiioas  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  ^ 
of  Kentucky,  declaring  that  they  fed  deepiH 
sible  of  the  continued  violations  of  oor  utu^ 
rights  by  Great  Britain  and  France,  aod  i^it 
they  are  not  discontinued,  they  ought  to  be  resisa 
with  the  whole  power  of  the  country ;  tfid  ^ 
in  the  event  of  a  war  with  either  of  the  beli:? 
ents  of  Europe,  "the  State  of  Kentucky  wiLl 
tribute,  to  the  last  mite  of  her  resources,  to 
tain  the  contest  and  support  the  rights  of  tiie 
tion  against  such  lawless  violations." 

.Th6  resolutions  were  read,  and  together  r^ 
the  resolutions,  of  a  similar  nature,  passed  br  -i 
Legislatures  or  the  Stales  of  North  Carolina.  V: 
ginia,  New  Jersey^  and  Pennsylvania,  and  t>f  i^ 
Legislature  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  ^t 
public  meeting  in  the  Stateot  New  Jersey, orde^ 
to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreiga  & 
latinos. 

The  SpfiAKfiR  laid  before  the  House  a  pec:^ 
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f  (he  Synod  of  Kentucky;  praying  that  the  mails 
f  the  United  States  may  not  be  carried  on  the 
tabbath  day,  except  on  extfaordinary  occasions, 
idid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  ^  to  promote  the  pro** 
:ress  of  science  iind  useful  arts,  by  Securing,  for 
limited  time,  to  the  inrentorl  the  exclusive  ri^ht 
J  their  respective  discoveries,"  was  read  twice, 
nd  committed  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  Newton,  Mr:  Gold,  Mr.  Pitkin,'  Mr. 
I0WNDE9,  and  Mr.  Milnor,  were  appointed  the 
ommitiee. 

An  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  "  An  act  to 
lise,  for  a  limited  time,  an  additional  military 
9rce,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

THE  MIUTIA. 

An  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  ^  An  act 
acre  pfiBectually  to  proviae  f§r  the  national  defence 
y  establishing  an  uniform' militia  throughout  the 
Jnited  States,"  and  to  "  An  act  making  provision 
Dr  arming  and  equipping  the  whole  body  of  the 
lilitia  of  the  Unitea  States,"  was  read  the  third 
ime ;  and  on  the  question  that  the  same  do  pass, 
t  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  55,  nays 
6,  as  follows: 

YxAs — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  John 
liker»  Burwell  Bassett,  WUUam  W.  Bibb,  James 
Ireckenridge,  John  G.  Calhoun,  L&ngdon  Cheves, 
(atthew  Cl^,  James  Cochran,  William  Crawford, 
obn  Dawson,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle,  James 
'isk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy, 
lolling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  Jacob  Hafty,  Richard  M.  John- 
»n,  Joseph  Kent,  Philip  B.  Key,  William  R.  King, 
kbner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun., 
^ter  Little,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell, 
*homas  Mooire,  Arohibald  McBryda,  Arunah  Metealf, 
ames  Morgan,  J«remiah  Morrow,  Thomas  Newbold, 
tephen  Ormsby»  Israel  Pickens,  Henry  M.  Ridg^Iy, 
amuel  Ringgold,  John  Roane,  Ebeneror  Sage,  El^ne- 
n  8e«Ter,  John  Sener,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  Sbefiey, 
oka  Smilie,  Philip  Stuart,  SUas  Stow,  William  Strong, 
leorffo  M.  Troup.  David  R.  Williams,  Richard  Winn, 
ad  Robert  Wright. 

Nats — Stevenson  Archov,  Ezekiel  Baeon,  David 
lard,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Htf  manus  Blocker,  Adam  Boyd, 
llijah  Brigham,  Robert  Brown,  William  Butler,  Epa- 
hroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Daven* 
ort,  jr.,  Roger  Davis,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Wm. 
'indley,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  Gholson,  Thomas  R.  Gold, 
eterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  John  A.  Harper, 
.yiett  Hawcs,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  Jackson,  jr., 
yman  Law,  Robert  Le  Roy  Llvingston,Aaron  Lyie, 
ames  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  MitchiU,  Jonathan  O.  Mose- 
jt  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  William  Piper, 
'imothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  James  Pleasants,  jr.,  Benjamin 
ond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  ElishaR.  PoUer,  William  Reed, 
ohn  Rhea,  Jonathan  Roberts,  William  Rodman,  Thos. 
Emmons,  Adam  Seybert,  C^eorge  Smith,  Richard 
•tanford,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  John 
*aliaferro^  denjamin  Tallmadge,  Charles  Turner,  jr„ 
lerre  Van  Cortlandt,  jun.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard 
Vhite,  Robert  WhitehiU,  WiUiam  Widg^iy,  and  Thos. 
Vilson. 

[The  following;;  is  an  abstract  ef  tiie  arguments 
sed  for  and  against  the  bill. 
This  i>iil  proTided  that  the. miliiUi  should  be 


divided  into  three  classes,  vizr  Minor,  Jooior  and 
Senior  Classes.  The  first  to  consist,  of  youths 
over  eighteen  and  under  twenty«one  years ;  to  he 
called  out  for  three  months  at  a  time  only,  and 
within  their  own  State ;  the  second,  to  consist  Of 
cttizena  over  twenty-one.  and  under  thirty-ond 
years  age,  to  be  employed  for  twelve  months  at  a 
time,  in  any  niauner  in  which  the  President  of 
the  United  States  may  direct;  and  the  last  to 
consist  of  citizens  over  thirty-one  and  under  forty- 
five  years  of  age,  liable  to  be  called  out  for  ^iz 
months  at  a  time,  in  the  State  in  which  they  live, 
or  an  adjoining  State.  The  bill  also  provides 
that  every  youth  arriving  at  the  age  of  eighteen, 
shall  be  provided  with  a  stand  of  arms  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  Qbnernment. 

This  bill  was  supported  by  Messrs.  D.R»  Wil- 
liams, Macoff,  Wbiobt,  Stow,  Randolph  and 
Smilib,  on  the  following  groondsi  In  behalf  .of 
the  classification,  it  was  said,  that  in  cbnsideratioa 
of  youths  from  eighteen  to  twenty-one  being  ^n- 
erally  engaged  in  either  obtaining  an  education, 
or  in  learning  some  trade  0^  profession  to  fit  them 
for  ffltore  asefulnese  in  life,  they  had  laid  the  bur- 
den of  military  serviee  lightly  on  them,  and  con- 
fined them  within  a  moderate  distance  from  their 
homes :  That  on  the  next  class,  consisting  of  citi- 
zens in  the  prime  of  life,  considering  them  as  being 
possessed  of  the  great  physical  strength  and  spirit 
of  the  community,  they  bad  laid-'the  heaviest  oor- 
den  of  duty,  though  no  more  than  every  citizen 
is  at  present  liable  to  be  called  upon  to  perform  i 
On  the  senior  class,  they  imposed  a  lighter  duty, 
because  they  consider  them  as  being  more  neces- 
sary at  home,  and  as  being  less  able  to  sustain  -ser- 
vice than  the  persons  composing  the  second  class. 
Though  at  first  view,  it  might  appear  that  the  ser- 
vice was  Onequal,  yet  it  was  stated  that  if  it  were 
considered  that  every  man  who  lived  to- be  of  the 
age  of  forty-five,  would  pass  throush  all  the  clas- 
ses, it  would,  in  the  end,  be  a  perfect- system  of 
equality,  and  considerably  lessen  the  present  bur- 
den of  militia  service,  at  the  same  time  that  it 
would  afford  tathe  country  its  most  efficient  force 
wheniever  it  should  be  necessary  to  call  out  the 
militia;  and  though  one-third  only  of  {he  whole 
number  of  citizens  liable  to  do  militia  duty,  could 
be  called  out  to  any  considerable  distance  from 
home,  yet,  from  our  increased  population,  it  was 
argued,  this  would  be  a  greater  force  than  the 
Qoveroment  could  possibly  want  for  any  distant 
service ;  and  the  minor  and  senior  classes  would 
be  always  ready  to  perfbrm  the  service  in  their , 
own  and  adjoining  State.  Under  this  arrange- 
ment, it  was  said,  efery  citizen  would  know  tne 
kind  of  service  which  he  was  liable  to  be  called 
upon  to  perform,  and  would  have  satisfaction  in 
passing  froooi  one  class  te  another,  until  he  arrived 
at  that  age.  which  exempted  him  from  militia 
service.  ' 

This  arrangement;  it  was  coutended,  would  have 
no  visible  operation  upon  the  militia,  until  they 
became  detached  for  the  service  of.  the  United 
States,  in  consequence  of  a  call  from  the  Presi- 
dent, in  conformity  with  a  law  of  Congress;  as 
all  that  this  bill  requires  while  the  militia  remains 
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at  home,  19,  that  the  retarniDf:  officer  shall  make 
three  columns  io  his  return,  instead  of  one,  con- 
taining an  account  of  the  numbex  of  men  there 
are  in  each  of  the  classes,  instead  of  returning  the 
whole  in  one  column,  as  at  present. 

This  kind  of  classification  would  do  away  the 
inconrenienaes,  which  are  always  experienced  in 
an  army,  by  having  young  and  old  men  in  the 
same  ranks — from^  ha?ingthe  father  and  son  on 
the  same  battleground.  Every  experienced  offi- 
cer, every  man^  must  know,  (hat  old  apd  young 
men  cannot  sustain  the  same  fatigue  in  marchitts 
and  other  service ;  as  a  proof  of  this,  it  was  asked, 
if  an  officer  would  not  always  prefer  an  army  of 
men,  from  the  ages  of  tweatv-one  to  thirty-one, 
to  one  composed  of  men  of  all  agesfrom  eighteen 
to  forty«five?  It  was  added  that  most  of  the  eel- 
ebtity  which  had  been  obtained  by  .the  Kmperor 
of  France,  as  a  warrior,  had  been  owing  to  this 
mode  of  drawing  out  the  strength  and  and  flower 
of  the  population  of  the  country,  in  preference  to 
the  oJa  mode  of  mixing  all  ages  together. 

It  was  further  urged,  that  this  cUssification 
must  be  agreeable  to  the  citizens  themselves  who 
compdse  the  different  classes  ;  as  men  of  nearly 
the  same  age  would  be  more  likely  to  be  pleased' 
with  each  other's  company,  by  having  similar 
^urns  of  thought  and  inclination ;  that  stronger  at- 
tachments were  more  likely  to  be  formed  amooffst 
men  of  the  same  age,  and  pursuits,  than  could  oe 
nwde  where  the  disparitjr  of  age  was  greater—-' 
that  the  habits  and  dispositions  of  the  old  and  the 
young  never  acccorded  well  together.  That  this 
classification  would  certainly  tend  to  render  the 
militia  more  effective;  would  comply  with  the 
first  and  last  injunctions  of  the  great  Father  of 
his  Country,  Qeneral  Wabrington  ;  and  in  pro- 
portion as  the  militia  system  was  improved,  io 
the  same  degree  would  a  standing  army  become 
unnecessary. 

In  favor  of  arming  the  militia,  it  was  said,  that 
it  having  been  provided  by  the  Constitution,  ^'  the 
right  of  the  people  to  keep  and  hear  arAis  shall 
not  be  infringed,"  it  was  the  duty  of  Congress  to 
provide  them ;  as,  if  it  were  left  to  the  people 
themselves,  experience  had  shown,  that  some  cit- 
izens will  provide  themselves  with  arm^,  and 
some  will  not,  snd  that  those  which  they  get  will 
be  of  yarious  sizes  and  qualities,  unfit  for  military 
service,  where  all  the  muskets  ought  to  be  of  pre- 
cisely the  same  calibre.  Besides,  that  this  mode 
of  procuring  arms  operates  very  unequally,  as  it 
lays  the  sanae  burden  on  the  poor  as  on  the  rich — 
is  a  kind  of  poll  tax,  the  most  oppressive  of  all 
-others.  For  surely  nothing  can  be  more  unjust, 
than  that  the  poor  man,  who,  if  there  beany  ^ht* 
ing,  will  have  to  do  it,  should  be  forced  to  purchase 
himself  arms,  when,  perhaps,  he  finds  great  dif- 
ficuhy  to  procure  bread  for  himself  and  family, 
whilst  the  rich  man,  who  can  always  hire  a  sub- 
stitute to  fight  for  him,  is  called  upon  to  do  no 
more^  in  the  wav  of  tax,  than  his  poor  neighbor. 
The  injustice  ot  this  is  so  glaring,  that  the  law, 
in  many  parts  of  the  country  has  not  been  com- 
plied with. 

In  eonseqoeiice  of  this  unequal  tax  and  hectfuse 


the  arms  cannot,  in  some  parts  of  the  conotrybe 

EroQured,  the  militia  are,  in  certain  parts  of  tk 
fnited  States,  particularly  in  the  Middle  asd 
Southern  States,  very  imperfectly  armed.  Some 
of  the  State  Legislatures  have  eodesTored  to 
remedy  this  defect,  by  manufacturing  or  partbas- 
inff  arms,  and  loaning  them  to  the  miliiiameo. 
eitner  by  puuiog  them  into  their  hands  for  alio- 
ited  time,  or  by  placing  them  in  ari^orie?.  as^ 
handing  them  out  occasionally  when  wanted.  In 
both  which  cases  inconvenience  had  been  expe- 
rienced. Where  the  arms  were  pu  t  in  to  the  baciii 
of  the  individuals,  many  of  them  were  lost  a 
disposed  of;  and  when  they  were  kept  in  depots, 
many  were  spoiled  or  greatly  Injured  by  rose 

Tnis  bill,  it  was  stated,  was  calculated  to  do 
away  all  these  difiietiHiea  and  inconveniences,  bf 
putting  suitable  arms  into  the  hands  of  every  fttt 
white  young  man  in  the  United  States,  wheo  ^ 
arrives  at  the  age  of'ei^ieen  years,  at  the  publk 
expense ;  so  that,  by  degrees,  the  whole  Daitos 
would  become  armed.  The  idea  of  arming  tk 
nation  at  the  public  expense  was  not  new ;  it  hk 
beeen  acted  upon  in  the  year  1809,  by  passing  a 
law,  lappropriating  $200,000  annually  for  the  par- 
chase  of  arms,  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  x¥. 
Executives  of  the  several  States,  in  proponioQii 
the  population  of  each,  to  be  distributed  by  tbeci 
amougst  the  militiamen,  or  kept  in  arroorie5,t< 
they  might  judge  most  expedient.  This  apprc- 
priation,  however,  was  inadequate  to  the  object 
nor  was  the  mode  of  distribution  approved. 

This  bill,  therefore,  proposed  originally  to  ap- 
propriate $400,000  annually,  in  acuditioa  to  lbs 
former  appropriation  (but  in  the  course  of  the  (k- 
bate  $400,000  was  stricken  out  and  $200,000  i^ 
serted)  for  the  same  object,  but  instead  of  pkeio; 
the  arms  at  the  disposition  of  the  several  Sun 
Governmenta,  it  proposed  to  place  them  immt* 
diately  in  the  hahdsof  the  militiamen  themselrai 
And  as  the  plan  embraced  the  whole  Uoiud 
States,  it  would  make  no  dtfferencci,  whether « 
man  who  received  these araas  continued  to  reside 
in  the  same  place,  or  removed  to  another— wher- 
erer  he  went,  within  the  United  States,  the  arms 
would  be  equally  nieful  for  the  public  service. 

It  was  believed,  that  by  placing  the  arms  iotlie 
hands  of  the  citizens  themselves,  they  would  cob* 
sider  them  as  their  property,  and  take  care  ofthea 
as  such ;  and  they  would  become  better acqoaioted 
with  the  use  of  them  tban  if  they  were  ontf  pat 
into  their  hands  occasionally.  Besides,  it  voold 
be  more  strictly  complying  with  the  Consiita- 
tional  provision,  **that  the  right  of  the  people  to 
bear  arms  shall  not  be  infringed."  Having  ttiesi 
in  possession,  they  would  be  ready  for  anjr  emer- 
gency which  might  occur. 

It  was  supposed  that  from  fifty  to  sixty  thoa- 
sand  stand  of  arms  would  be  wanted  anoaaliy* 
the  procuring  of  which,  it  was  believed,  wouH 
be  attended^with  no  difficulty,  as  within  the  la$t 
year  there  had  been  manufactured  at  private  mai)- 
ufactories,  within  the  United  States,  about  thirtr 
thousand  stands,  which,  by  holding  out  proper 
encouragement  to  the  manufacturers,  it  was  sop- 
posed,  might  be  doubled.    OoTemment  had  ina^ 
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bout  ihirty  thoasand  stands  annually  .at  the 
lanufactory  at  Hamper's  Perry^  whicii,  by  proper 
Eertions,  might  probably,. also,  be  doubled;  so 
iat  the  arms  wanted,  if  this  bill  passed  into  a 
iW;  might  be  eot  from  either  source.  And  when 
le  natit)n  shall  be  thus  armed,  s^id  the  advocates 
r  this  bill,  who  will  dare  to  molest  us?  The 
900 try  will  be  safe  from  any  enemy  within  or 
ithout.  TheXslovernment  wduld  have  sothtng 
I  fear  from  a  (Handing  army,  or  from  an  ambi- 
Dus  military  chief.  A  well-informed  people, 
iderscanding  their  rights,  with  arms  in  their 
inds,  cannot  be  subdued.  They  are  invulnera- 
e.  And  beiq^  the  real  sovereigns  of  the  coun« 
y,  Grovernment  has  nothing  to  fear  from  them, 
scause  the  Gc^verament  is,  and  will  h^,  at  all 
tnes,  wiiat  they  please  to  make  it. 
Referenee  was  lad,  as  an  illustratioa  of  the 
ficiency  of  an  armed  people,  to  the  capture  of 
urgoyne,  by  the  people  of  New  Engltuid,  and 
all  the  oth^r  acts  of  brayery  of  the  Revolution, 
ive  the  people  but  arms,  said  they,  and  the  Re- 
iblic  i&safek 
The  passage  of  this  bill  was  opposed  by  Messrs. 

[itch ILL,     BoTD,     PiTKUf,    NeLSOK,    KINOLEY, 
ALLMADQE,  LaW.  C10INCT,  BlOBLOW,  MOSBLEY, 

HCA,  Sturqbs,  Potteb,  and  WfooERY,  priuci- 
illy  on  account  of  thje  classification.  Several 
*  these  gentlemen  expressed  a  willingness  to 
}te  for  arming  the  militia,  if  that  was  presented 
(hem  in  a  separate  bill ;  and  an  unsuccessful 
tempt  was  made,  on  motion  x>f  Mr.  Nelson,  to 
commit  the  bill  tot  the  purpose  of  amending  it. 
he  objections  made  to  the  classification  were, 
at  it  threw  too  great  a  burden  on  that  portion 
citizens  who  are  between  the  ages  of  twenty- 
le  and  thirty-one;  that  citizens  in  good  health, 
om  eighteen  to  twenty^oney and  from  thiVty-one 
forty-five,  are  as  able  to  perform  militia  duty 
any  others;  that  this  classification  would  les- 
n  the  efieetiv«  strength  of  the -country.  It  was 
intended  that  it  Would  break  in  upon  the  settled 
ibits  of  the  people,  and  derange  all  their  present 
ans,  with  which  they  aire  very  well  satisfied, 
hat  in  the  Eastern  Scatea,  especially,  the  militia 
e  not  only  armed,  but  well  disciplined,  and  will 
It  approve  of  such  a  change  as  is  proposed.  It 
IS  said,  that  this  classification  was  calculated 
produce  bickerings  and  dissatisfaction  among 
e  people,  by  being  divided,  some  into  a  favored, 
d  others  into  an  overburdened  class.  That  thev 
raid  not  see  the  justice  of  such  a  divfsfon.  A 
in.  a  few  months  older  or  younger  than  his 
ighbor,  with  whom  he  had  been  used  to  per- 
rm  equal  burdens,  would  not  like  to  be  called 
t  for  twelve  months,  and  sent  wherever  the 
"esident  miffht  direct  while  his  more  fortunate 
ighbor,  if  older,  would  be  subject  only  to  a  six 
onths'  tour  in  his  own,  or  an  adjoining  State ; 
,  if  younger,  subject  only  to  a  three  months' 
ur  in  hits  own  State.  It  would  not  satisfy  him 
be  told,  that  when  he  arrived  at  the  age  of 
irty-one,  he  would  also  be  in  a  more  favored 
las.  That  time  might  never  arrive  to  him,  or 
might  arrive  when  his  service  would  be  no 
iger  wanted. 

1 2th  Con.  1st  Sess. — 33 


It  was  objected  against  this  plan  of  classifica- 
tion, and  calling  out  one  description  of  citizens  to 
the  exclusion  of  others,  that  it  had  too  much  re- 
semblance to  the  conscriptions  of  "the  Emperor 
of  France,  which  were  too  odious  to  be  iniicated 
by  the  freemen  of  this  country. 

It  was  doubted  by  some  (by  Mr.  Mitchill  par- 
ticularly) whether  it  might  not  be  rather  a  dis- 
advantage than  an  advantage,  todividethe  youths 
and  the  elderly  citizens  from  the  junior  class.  It 
w|is  ^bought  to  be  an  advantage  to  the  youth  to 
associate  with  men  of  experience,  part  of  whom 
might  have  seen  some  military  service,  and  be 
able  to  give  valuable  instructions  to  tiieir  young 
frienils,  not  only  in  their  military  <luty,  but  in 
taking  cate  of  their  healthy  their  persons,  &c. 
That  much  mischief  migiit  ensue  from  youths 
being  encamped  together,  without  any  persoutt  of 
riper  age  to  restrain  the  thoughtless  levities  inci- 
dent to  that  season  of  life. 

.It  was  contended,  that*  this  bill  proposed  no 
improvement  to  the  .militia  system ;  it  contained 
no  provisions,  fqr  producing  any  better  discipline 
than  at  present  exists.  .  The  objectors,  therefore, 
saw  no  U!<e  in  passing  the  bill. 

With  respect  to  that  part  of  the  bill  which 
went  to  arming  the  militia,  it  was  stated  to  be 
unnecessary  for  the  Eastern  States,  as  the  militia 
were  already  well  armed,  and  that  young  men. 
when  they  arrived  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  woura 
provide  themselves  with  arms,  as  their  fathers 
had  done  before  them. 

This  provision  w^s  said  to  be  unnecessary  on 
another  ground.  A  law  had  been  passed  by  Con- 
gress in  1808,  appropriating  .$200,000  annually 
lor  the  purchase  of  arpas,  for  the  purpose  of  arm* 
ing  the  militi^.  Six  hundred  thousand  dollars 
have  therefore  already  been  appropriated  for  this 
purpose.  By  this  law,  it  ia  provided^  that  the 
arms  shall  be  distributed  to  the  Executives  of  the 
several  States,  agreeably  to  their  respective  pop- 
ulation, to  b^  byth^m  disix»ed  of  as  they  judge 
proper;  and  this  mode  ot disposing x>f  the  arms 
was  thought  to  be  far  preferable  to  Ihe  mode  pro- 
posed in  the  present  bill.  If  the  arms  be  put  into 
the  hands  of  individuab.  Gk>vernraent  may  cal- 
culate upon  a  loss  of  at  least  ten  per  cent,  annu- 
allv,      • 

It  wascontended  that  the  arms  for  which  it  is 
now  proposed  to  appropriate  money,  will  be  of 
no  use  in  the  present  contest.  They  are  to  be 
put  into  the  hands  of  the  youths  of  eighteen,  who 
are  to  stay  at  home.  It  will  be  some  years,  there- 
fore, before  any  considerable  number  of  the  arms 
would  be  brought  ipio  use. 

Jt  was  said  that  this  appropriation  would  be 
altogether  unnecessary,  it  the  citizens  of  other 
parts  of  the  United  States  had  complied  with  the 
laws  of  Congress  as  punctually  as  the  people  to 
the  Eastward  had  done;  but,  if  this  bill  were 
passed,  no  man  would  hereafter  think  of  pur- 
chasing his  own  arms.  All  would  look  to  the 
Qovernment  of  the  United  States  for  a  supply ; 
and  though  the  appropriation  for  the  present  be 
reduced  to  $200,000,  as  it  is  provided  that  everr 
youth  arriving  at  the  age  of  eighteen  yeats  shall 
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bav.e  arms  put  iito  his  hands,  the  appropriation 
must  hercafier  b»  made  com ruensu rate  with  (he 
object. 

Many  objections  were  made  to  the  details  of 
the  bill,  respecting  the  regulations  which  were 
thought  necessary  by  the  Military  Committee, 
for  preserving  the  arms  within  the  States,  by 
means  of  fines^  &c.  It  was  doubted  whether 
'  Gon^re^s  had  a  right  to  impose  fines  on  the  mili- 
tia whil«  remaining  in  the  States  to  which  they 
respcctiyeiy  belong.  The  phrase  ''militia  of  the 
United  Stales,"  was  objected  to.  It  was  con- 
tended that  the  militia  was  the  ''militia  of  the 
several  Slates,"  until  called  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States. 
Mr.  Findley's  remarks  were  as  follows: 
Mr.  F.  said  that  he  had  voted  against  the 
motion  for  striking  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill 
in  order  to  give  an  opportunity  to  those  who  sup- 
ported it,  and  for  whose  opinions  he  bad  great 
respect,  to  make  such  alterations  and  amendments 
as  the  House  might  approve  of,  he  having  long 
wished  for  such  an  improvement  of  the  militia 
as  would  give  it  a  more  powerful  impression 
without  rendering  it  more  burdensome ;  but,  after 
all  the  amendments  that  had  been  made  to  the 
bill,  it  still  appeared  to  him  that  this  bill  essen- 
tially deranges  the  old  established  militia  system 
without  an  equivalent  advantage.  It  does  not 
improve  the  discipline.  It  does  not  provide  for 
fftrengthening  the  impression  of  the  militia  on 
any  emergency,  but  weakens  it.  It  increases  the 
inequality  of  the  unavoidable  burden  of  militia 
d\ity,  and  increases  the  serviae  and  the  labor  of 
the  returning  officers  without  an  equivalent. 

Mr.  F.  said  he  had  been  acquainted  with  militia 
service  when  it  was  much  called  on,  and  could 
not  be  dispensed  with.  He  had  served  in  the 
militia  along  with  men  fifty  years  of  age,  and 
with  boys  of  sixteen,  agreeably  to  the  law  then 
existing,  and  did  not  find  that  the  eldest  failed  in 
their  duly  from  age,  nor  the  youngest  from  their 
youth,  except  that  he  observed  that  the  young 
were  more  liable  to  diseases  when  they  were 
prevalent  in  camp;  but  the  existing  militia  law 
obliges  none  above  forty-five  years,  nor  under 
eighteen,  and  within  those  ages  all  healthy  sound 
men  are  capable  of  militia  service.  In  *case  of 
war — ^a  case  for  which  we  are  now  providing — 
the  militia  are  liable  to  sudden  calls  on  emer- 
gencies which  require  the  strongest  possible  united 
impression,  but  the  bill  before  the  House  weakens 
that  united  impression  by  more  than  the  half. 
Of  twenty-seven  years  of  human  life  by  law  de- 
voted to  militia  service,  by  the  bill  before  the 
House,  seven  years  of  the  above  are  to  be  ex- 
cluded from  making  such  impression,  fbr  though 
ibey  still  are  subject  io  militia  duty,  it  is  under 
such  provisos  and  limitations  as  in  many  instances 
must  prevent  an  united  impression  without  the 
least  improvement  in  discipline.  A  militia  plassed 
by  differeiK  ages  has  been  long  recommended  by 
very  re.speciable  authority.  It  was  Tecommeaded 
by  the  old  Cons:ress  to  the  State  Legislatnren, 
laeconipaDied  with  a  plan  digested  by  Baron 
I  Stettben«    It  was  brought  before  Congress  during 


General  WAanrNOTON'e  Presidency,  and  ha$he»: 
discussed  by  Congress  during  every  sQrci»fi^.f: 
Administration;  but  the  plan, as  herecolieciH' 
provided  that  young  men  from  eighteen  lotvtrj 
live  years  of  age  should  be  formed  iDioa^ri^r. 
corps,  and  that,  for  the  purpose  of  discipli&e.'.H, 
should,  with  their  respective  officers,  do  eji 
duty  dur|ng  three  months,  annually,  at  tl^e  fc^- 
expense,  and  afterwards  lo  be  free  from  ni.i 
duty,  except  ill  actual  service.  Agreeably  ic  i:. 
plan  the  militia  would  in  doe  time  have  bf?3L 
equal  to  veteran  soldiers  with  respect  totbets- 
portant  acquisition  of  discipline,  but  ibeprc-a-: 
bill  provides  for  no  advantage  in  discipline.  Ai. 
the  classes  on  the  proposed  system  are  to  W3iz 
equally  undisciplined.  The  systems  formerlf  p| 
posed  were  rejected,  among  other  reascos. » 
cause,  by  putting  young  men  in  a  separstecor? 
without  mixture  of  men  of  more  confirmed  hiu 
they  would  probably  fall  into  habits  of  dm:* 
lion,  d:.c.  The  proposed  system  is  still  &o  ssc 
more  objectionable  on  that  gruand  as  thatv^ 
they  are  called  into  actual  service  they  wilier 
tain  a  less  portion  of  men  of  years  of  di&m'^: 
and  experience.    They  will^e  all  boys. 

Militia  laws  are  of  such  a  nature  astbatu.^ 
impracticable  to  rend«r  the  burden  perfectlyeqik 
All  able-bodied  men  must  render  personal serf^^ 
in  the  public  defence,  whether  they  are  ric:  J 
poor,  married  or  single.  This  is  the  nato/^of'i^ 
xonscriptions.  by  whatever  names  they  m^j  ^ 
called  in  different  nations.  'The  further  m 
conscriptions  extend  over  the  mass  of  bocieiT.-ij 
law  approaches  the  nearer  to  equal  jusiice-  I 
is  mucb  more  unjust  to  lay  the  whole  batdni 
general  effective  service  on  those  alone  bet*:^ 
twenty-one  and  thirty-one  years  of  age,  ibtad 
all  those  abletti'serve  between  eighteen  aodlarffl 
fi^e  years,  because  4n  the  latter  case  it  will  b;^ 
vided  among  a  •much  greater  number,  aDd,co^ 
quently.  be  the  easier  borne^  The  re3iricuoe»^ 
the  proposed  sf^tem  which  go  to  prevent  one  H 
lion  of  the  militia  from  being  marched  oat  o('M 
State,  and  the  largest  portion  from  being  miFcH 
further  than  the  next  adjoining  Sute,  oif^H 
stroy  the  impressioii  that  ougbt  to  be  madeiasca^ 
very  improbable  emergencies. 

It  is  proper,  however,  to  examine  the  so 
advantages  that  are  contained  in  the  prof 
system  to  counterbalance  the  above-meoiKK^ 
defects.    The  increased  leniirtb  of  time  for  r 
tour  of  actual  service,  Mr.  F.  said,  was  tr* 
essentml  advantage.    Of  this  be  bad  had  so a^ 
experience  as,  to  nis  own  conviction,  amouote^ 
demonstration.    The  usual  toar  of  actual  sern? 
during  the   Revolutionary  war   was  oolj  t 
months ;  the  enemy  always  watched  the  cbao? 
and  took  advantage  of  them;  this,  to  his  or 
knowledge,  occasioned  the  loss  of  many  li^ 
and  also  prevented  the  undertaking  of  maoy :' 
portant  enterprises.    He  said  be  bad  served  w 
the  militia  in  a  tour  of  five  months  in  the  Q 
doubtful  period  of  the  war,  and  if  not  the 
arduous  campaign  in  which  the  greatest  pn|* 
tions  were  suffered,  it  was  at  least  the  most  sici^ 
land  mortal.    It  was  in  the  Fall  and  Vfmai 
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776  and  during  that  service  he  knew  of  no  de- 
t.tiou  Mor  anxiety  to  leave  the  service  until  they 
ad  ''^rved  out  the  time  for  which  they  had  en- 
;.  .\i:.  but  after  thatj'nothing.could  induce  (hem 
J  continue  longer. 

In  a  two  months'  tour,  in  which  he  afterwards 
tore  a  part,  and  at  4he  commencement  of  which 
bey  suffered  a  coubiderable  loss  of  men,  they 
erved  out  an  active  tour  with  cheerfulness,  hut 
rhen  that  was  done  all  the  influence  of  a  popu- 
ar  com maiiding' officer,  assitsted  by  other  officers^ 
ould  not  induce  them  to  continue  a  few  days 
anger.  They  said  Utat  thoy  had  cheerfully  risked 
very  danger,  in  which  man^  of  their  numbers 
tad  been  killed  or  taken  prisoners,  but  that  it 
rould  be  tempting  Providence  to  do  more  than 
he  law  made  their  duty. 

Their  tour  of  service  shotild  be  for  the  cam* 
laign.  but  they  ought  to  be  paid  a  full  equivalent 
or  their  loss  of  labor  at  home ;  by  doing  this  the 
mblic  would  be  gainers  compared  with  paying 
or  their  travelling  to  camp  and  ret\irning  home 
[gain  every  two  months  as  formerly,  and  the  an- 
ertainty  of  the  time  of  their  arrival  at  camp. 

Mr.  F.  said  he  had  always  been  solicitous  to 
lave  the  whole  body  of  the  niiiiitia  armed,  but 
tad  always  wished  to  have  (hb  done  under  the 
luthurity  of  the  respective  States,  and  that  the 
irms  should  be  the  property 'of  those  who  used 
bem.  With  this  view  be  had  opposed  a  resolu- 
ioD  proposed  in  the  second  Congress  for  larmtng 
It  the  eipense  of  the  United  States.  He  had 
bought  tha€  every  citizen  possessing  his  own 
irms  was  the  greatest  security  of  Republicanism, 
mt  the  hopes  of  this  taking  place,  even  in; his 
iWQ  State,  having  been  soiong  disappointed,  he 
vas  willing  now  that  they  should  be  armed  by 
he  United  States  rather  than  be  unarmed.  Tlie 
lonorable  member  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Williams.)  yesterday,  seemed  to  take  what  the 
lonorable.  member  from  Connecticut  (Mr.  Pit- 
:in)  said,  respecting  the  States  not  arming  their 
Dilitia,  amiss>  and  as  applicable  solely  to  the 
>outhern  States.  Mr.  F.  said,  that  he  took  it  as 
pplicable  to  Pennsylvania  as  much  as  any  other 
$iate.  He  was  not,  however,  offended  at  what 
lad  been  said,  but  wa«  sorry  and  ashamed  that 
be  militia  of  Pennsylvania  were  .but  partially 
rmed.  The  measures  about  which  Congress 
ave  been  and  are  engaged,  being  professedly  for 
rar,  the  arming  of  the  militia  proposed  by  the 
ill  could  have  no  relation  to  war,  because  these 
rms  could  not  on  that  plan  be  employed  in  war 
ill  after  anomber  of  years  passes,  and  added 
lOthiog  to  the  present  defence  of  the  nation ; 
herefore,  from  conviction  of  its  impropriety,  he 
tiust  vote  against  ens^rossing  the  bill,  but  hoped 
notber  short  bill  would  be  brought  forward  pre- 
cribing  the  tours  of  service  and  providing  for 
rmiog  the  militia  to  be  employed. 

MARITIME  DEFENCE. 
The  bill  making  a  further  appropriation  for  the 
efence  of  our  maritime  frontier,  was  read  the 
bird  time;  and,  on  the  question  '^  Shall  the  bill 
ass  to  its  third  reading  V* 


Mr.  B.  Hall  oalled  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  the 
question.  He  stated  that  he  bad  two  objections 
to  the  passage  of  this  bill ;  the  one  was,  that  the 
objects  on  which  the  expenditures  were  to  be 
made  were  not  speciGedi  the  other  was,  that,  in 
our  present  circumstances,  it  would  be  improper, 
in  his  opinion,  to  appropriate  so  large  a  sum  of 
money  as  a  million  of  dollars,  to  be  expended  at 
the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  He 
thought  the  money  could  be  more  usefully  em- 
ployed. 

*Mr.  Rrea  also  spoke  against  the  passage  of  the 
bill. 

It  was  defended  by  Messrs.  Cbeves,  Mitchill. 
Tallmidgb,  Potter,'  Wright,  Sheffet,  and 
WiDOCRY,  who  stated  that  the  appropriation  was 
called  for  by  the  proper  authority ;  that  New 
York  and  Rhode  Island  had  been  mentioued  by 
the  Secretary  of  War  as  requiring  a  part  of  the 
expenditure,  but  that  the  appropriation  Was  in- 
tended to  be  leA  at  large,  to  be  used  as  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  might  think  proper,  and 
according  to  existing  circumstances  ;  that  it  was 
impossiblej  at  this  time,  to  foresee  what  might  be 
necessary  in  this  respect;  and  that  the  President, 
who  is  intrusted  with  the  use  of  the  military  force 
of  rbecountry,  might  very  well  be  intrusted  with 
theexpenditureof  this  money,  or  any  part  of  it,  on 
such  fortifications  as  he  might  deem  it  necessary 
to  erect  or  repair. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was  car- 
ried— yeas  88,  nays  25, as  follows: 

YxAS — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderron,  Btav* 
enson  Archer,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  John  Baker,  BarweU 
Bassett,  William  W.Bibb,  Abijah  Bigelow, Harmanas 
Bfeeckor,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  John 
CCalhOun,  Epapfaroditas  Champion,  Langdon  Chevas, 
Martin  Chittenden,  Lewis  Condit,  John  Davenport,  jr., 
John  Dawson,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle,  William 
Ely,  James  Emott,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Asa 
Fitch,  Mesback  Franklin,  Thomas  Gbolaon,  Thomas 
R.  Gold,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L. 
Green,  Felix  Grundy,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Haw0% 
Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  William  R.  King,  Abner  La- 
cock,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lefever,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr., 
Peter  Little,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  William 
Lowndes,  Thomas  Moore,  Archibald  McBryde,  Wil- 
liam McCoy,  Arunah  Metcalf,  James  Mil  nor,  Samuel 
L.  Mitchill,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley^ 
Hugh  NeUon,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby* 
Israel  Pickens,  James  Pleasants,  jun.,  Benjamin  Pond^ 
Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph, 
William  Reed,  William  M.  Richardson,  Henry  M. 
Rid^ely,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  EbenezerSage, 
Thomas  Sammons,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Daniel 
Sheffey,  George  Bmith,  Richard  Sunford,  Philip  Stnar^ 
Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Ben- 
jamin Talloiadge,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troop,  Charles 
Turner,  jr.,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,jr.,  Laban  WheatoUp 
Leonard  White,  David  R.  Williams,  William  Widgery» 
Thomas  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Nats— David  Bard,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown, 
Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  William  Crawford, 
Roger  Davis,  BoUing  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  Jacob  Hafty, 
John  M*  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Aaron  Lylo, 
George  C.  Maxwell,  Samuel  McKee,  James  Mo]|;aii« 
Thomas  Ntwbold,  William  Piper,  John  Rhea,  WiUiaoi 
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Rodman,  Ebeaeser  SeftTer,  Samuel  8hftw,Jaim  Smilie, 
WtUiam  Strong,  and  Robert  WhkehiR. 

MILITARY  ESTABLISHMENT,  Ac. 

The  uofinished  business  of  yesterday  being: 
postponed,  the  House  went  into^Gommitteeof  the 
whole  on  the  bill  marking  appropriations  for  the 
Military  Establishment  of  the  United  States  for 
the  year  1812 ;  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
six  companies  of  mountain  rangers,  for  the  year 
1812;  and  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
sapport  of  an  additional  military  force,  for  the 
«ame  period.  The  Committee  having  filled  up 
the  blanks  in  the  several  bills^  they  were  reported 
to  the  House.  The  House  took  them  up,  concur* 
red  with  the  Committee  in  the  ameudments,  and 
ordered  the  bills  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing to-morrow. 

The  House  aeain  resolved  itselfinto  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the  Navy  for  the  year 
1812.  The  Committee  having  gone  through  the 
bill,  reported  it  to  the  House  with  amendments. 
The  House  considered  the  amendments,  agreed  to 
them,  and  ordered  the  bill  to  a  third  reading  on 
to-morrow. 

When  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  came  to 
fiH  up  the  blank  which  contains  an  appropriation 
including  "forage  for  Staff," 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  moved  to  strike  out  this 
item.  He  knew  no  occasion  that  officers  of  ma- 
rines had  for  forage.  He  considered  it  a  wasteful 
expenditure. 

Messrs.  Bassett  and  Little  said  these  marines 
were  employe^  on  land  as  well  as  at  sea,  and 
were  sometimes  called  from  one  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  another. 

The  motion  was  negatived— 45  to  43. 


Fbbrdart.  ISll 


THURaoAY,  February  6. 

Mr.  Morrow  presented  the  memorial  of  a  num- 
ber of  persons,  complaining  of  the  present  mode 
or  disposing  of  the  public  land  ;  slating  that  they 
are  poor,  arid  suffering,  while  thousands  of  acres 
of  land,  the  property  of  the  United  States,  are 
lyine  unoccupied;  that  thev  consider  every  man 
entitled  by  nature  to  a  portion  of  the  soil  of  the 
couDtry  ;  that  no  man  ought  to  possess  more  than 
two  hundred  acres ;  and  pray  for  relief. 

Mr.  M.  proposed  to  refer  this  petition  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands.  The  motion 
was  6rst  rejected ;  but,  on  Mr.  M.'s  expressing  a 
wish  that  this  petition  might  have  a  reference, 
and  moving  to  refer  it  to  a  select  committee,  stat- 
ing the  peitlioners  to  be  numerous,  and  formed 
into  a  society^  called  the  «  True  American  Soci- 
ety,' partly  living  in  the  western  part  of  Peon- 
lyiTania^  Ohio,  and  Illinois  Territory,  a  member 
who  voted  against  the  reference,  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote,  which  was  done,  and  the  memorial 
was  referred. 

Mr.  PoiNDBZTER  presented  a  memorial  from 
tile  Mississippi  Legislature,  foraying  for  an  extln- 
ffutshment  of  certain  Indian  titles  to  lands  in  that 
Terntory.— Referred. 


The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  noaotd 
rangers;  the  bill  making  appropriatioos  for  tk 
Military  EUtablishment ;  the  bill  makin?  iftprs- 
priations  for  the  Navy;  and  the  bill  muing  ap- 
propriations for  the  additional  military  foree.  mm 
severally  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  CoNDiT  said,  tbht  it  might  not  becoosite- 
ed  that  those  who  voted  against  the  passa^  d 
the  bill  for  ^lassio^  and  arming  the  militia,  vm 
unfriendly  to  arming  the  militia,  and  beliera* 
there  was  a  considerable  majority  of  theHoa^^u 
favor  of  Arming,  he  moved  the  following  resQi^ 
tion  ;  which  was  agreed  to : 

<*  Rnohedj  That  the  Committee  on  Militvy  SSm 
be  dii«eted  to  report  a  bill  making  provisioii  fivtaiB; 
the  miUtia  of  the  United  States." 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Morrow,  the  Hooie  va; 
into  a  Committee  on  the  bill  authorizing  tbeSn- 
fetary  of  tho  Treasury  to  locate  certain  lands  I^ 
served  for  'Jeffersotf  College,  in  the  Mis8lsi|tp: 
Territory  \  which  was  reported  withont  ama> 
ment^  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  ikir! 
reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GrflOLsoN,  the  House  ms^r- 
ed  itselfinto  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  od  lie 
bill  for  the^  relief  of  Selah  Benton.  The  Cca- 
mtttee,  after  considerable  debate,  agreed  to  ailci 
him  a  pension  of  twenty  dollars  per  month.  I: 
appeared  from  the  debitte,  that  Captain  Beat^ 
served  the  United^  States  faithfolly  throagii  x 
great  part  of  the  Revolutionary  war ;  thac.baruh; 
received  no  wound  in  the  service,  he  did  notcQw 
within  the  law  of  Congress,  providing  for  persca 
of  tbat  description.  BiH,  it  was  stated  that  be 
contracted  a  disease  in  the  service,  wbich  \i^ 
disabled  him  ever  since  from  performing  any  iLiid 
of  labor;  that  he  is  now  seventy-two  yean  o^ 
and  very  poor. 

The  claim  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Gbolboi 

MiTCHILL,  WrIOBT,  GoLO,  TaLLMADOE,  WllMU- 

RY,  and  Nelson  ^  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Rci- 
GRTB,  Williams,  ALi^TON,  Smilis,  Bacos.  ia^ 
Macom. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill,  btf 
the  House  did  not  act  upon  it« 

Mr.  W1U.IAM8,  from  the  Committee  00  MJi* 
tary  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  a  deudi- 
ment  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States.  [IV 
detachment  is  proposed  to  consist  of  1OO.000  on.] 
Twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  W.  said,  he  was  also  directed  by  thesao? 
committee  to  offer  a  resolution  for  theadoptiooof 
the  House,  in  relation  to  the  bill  for  classing  tid 
arming  the  militia,  rejected  yesterdajt  owing le 
the  absence  of  members  from  the  Hoose  (for 
counting  the  whole  House  there  would  ha?e  bea 
a  majority  of  seven  members  in  its  favor.)  B^ 
iieving  that  the  efficiency  of  the  militia  r«T 
much  depended  upon  their  being  classed  aodiro- 
ed,  and  it  having  been  suggested  as  an  argomeot 
against  the  passage  of  the  bill  that  it  would  doc 
be  well  received  by  the  people,  the  committee  wisii 
that  the  people  may  have  an  opportunity  of  beio| 
made  acquainted  with  the  principles  of  the  hill: 
and,  for  that  purpose,  he  moved  the  foJlowio; 
resolution : 
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**  Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  be  directed 
)  publish  in  all  the  newspapers  in  which  the  laws  of 
le  United  States  are  published,  ihe  bill  for  classing 
ad  arming  the  militia  of  thft  United  States,  as  engross- 
1  slid  read  a  third  time  on  the  5th  instant." 

This  resOlatioD  was  objected  to,asestabIi8hiDg. 

precedeot  that  might  hereafter  be  attended  with 
luch  trouble  and  ez pease  ;  a9,  wbeoever  a  favor- 
e  bill  was  lost,  its  friends  would  want  to  seodit 
Bt  to  the  people  in  this  way ;.  it  waa  objected, 
[so,  that  it  might  by  some  be.mistakeo  for  a  law, 
istead  of  a  rejected  bill.  The  motion  was  disa* 
reed  to. .         - 

DISABLED  OFFICERS  AND  SOLDIERS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  the  House  took  vp 
16  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  made 
3me  time  ago,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  infirm, 
isabled,  and  superannuated  offiicers  and  soldiers. 

Some  objections  to  the  bill  were  made  by  Mr. 
LoBCRTB,  m  which  he  expressed  his  apprehen- 
ions  that  persoos  who  are  on  the  pension  lists  of 
be  seyeraf  Stales  mi^ht  take  advaptage  of  this 
ill,  and  no  receive  a  double  allowance  j  at  the 
ime  time  that,  there  are  other  persons,  with  fanc- 
ies, entitled  to  relief,  who  could  not  join  this  iu- 
alid  corps.  Mr.  R.  said,  the  measure  would  be 
tteoded  with  great  expense,  and,  except  he  re- 
el ved  more  light  on  the  subject  than  he  possessed, , 
.e  should  rote  against  h. 

The  bill  passed  to  a  third  reading — yeas  84, 
ays  38,  as  follows: 

YsAs^-John  Baker,  Burwell  Bassett,  AbijahBige- 
iw,  James  Breckenridge,  William  Butler,  Epaphro- 
itus  Champion,  Mattii^w  Clay,  Lewis  Cqndit,  Jphn 
davenport,  jr.,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  William 
'indley,  Jamea  Fisk,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  €bod- 
ryuy  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy, 
Ljlett  Hawes,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Lyman  Law>  Jo- 
eph  LefeVer,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Peter  Little,  Robert 
at  Roy  Livingston,  Aaron  Lyle,  Thee.  Moore,  James 
libior,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jona- 
lian  0.  Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson^  Anthony  New,  St»- 
^n  Ormsby,  William  Piper,  James  Pleasants,  junior, 
leojamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter, 
osiah  Qttincy,  William  Reed,  Henry  M.  Ridgely, 
iamuel  Ringgold,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  George 
Ifflith,  John-  Smith,  Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Sturges, 
<aban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  Thomas  Wilson, 
tichard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Nats— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Stevenson  Archer,  Eze- 
k\  Bacon,  David  Bard,  WUliam  W.  Bibb,  Adam 
)oyd,  Robert  Brown,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon 
^heves,  James  Cochran,  William  Crawford,  Roger 
>avi8,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Meshack  Franklin,  Boiling 
iall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Jacob  Hufty,  John 
4.  Hyneman,  Bichard  Jackson,  jr.,  William  R.  King, 
William  Lowndes,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  MeKim, 
fames  Morgan,  Thomas  Newbold,  John  Rhea,  Jona* 
ban  Roberto,  William  Rodman,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thom- 
is  Sammons,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  John  Smilie,  Richard 
^nford,  Silas  Stow,  WilHam  Strong,  Uri  Tracy,  and 
Robert  WhitAhin. 


Friday,  February  7. 

Mr.  Kmo  presented  a  petition  of  John  Ruther- 
»d,  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  by  his.  attor- 


ney in  fact,  John  London,  praying  permission  to 
bring  into  the  said  State  sundry  negro  slaves,  at 
present  on  an  etitate  belohffiog  to  him  in  one  of 
the  British  Bfihatua  isUn&,  which  negroes  were 
formerly  taken  from  the  State  aforesaid  tq  the 
said  island. r-Refer red  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  King,  Mr.  Moore,  and  Mr.  DatbnporT| 
were  appointed  the  committee. 
.  A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
thit  they  have  passed  a  bill  ^'  respecting  the  en- 
rolling and  licensing  of  ^steamboats ;"  to  which 
bill  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Gbolson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims^ 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  William  Dent 
Beall,  which  was  read ;  when  Mr.  Ghox<80n  pre- 
sented a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
William  D.  Beall ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Moa* 
day  next. 

The  hill  from  the  Senate,  "  respecting  the  en- 
rolling and  licensing  of  steamboats,"  was  read 
twice,  and  eommltted  to  the  Committee  of  Com* 
meroe  and  Manufactures, 
*  An  engrossed  bill,  authorizing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  locate  the  lands  reserved  for  tho 
use  of  Jefferson  College,  in  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory, was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Another  tnessage  from  the  Seniite  waa  read, 
informing  th«  House  that  ihej  had  postponed  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  for  establishing  a 
quartermaster's  department  until  the  first  Monday, 
of  December  nextV    > 

Mr.  Williams  thought  the  Senate  had  takev 
a  very  extraordinary  course.  They  passed  a*^  bill 
for  establishing  a  qmirtermaster's  department,  and 
sept  it  to  tliis  House;  this  House  passed  the  bill 
with  an  amendment ;  and  now  they  inform  the 
House  they  have  postponed  the  amendment  to 
the  first  Monday  in  December,  and  thus  destroyed 
the  bill.  He  thought  this  was  an  unprecedented 
and  indecorous  course,  and  ouj^ht  not  to  be  ac- 
ceded to. 

,  Mr.  Alston  said  the  practice  was  not  unpre- 
cedented ;  he  had  known  several  instances  of  the 
same  kind. 

The  Spbaksr  said  there  could  be  no  question 

,  on  the  subject.    The  Senate  had  thought  ijroper 

to  take  this  course,  and  it  could  not  be  objected 

to  by  this  House.    Whether  it  was  decorous  or 

not,  was  not  a  question  to  be  inquired  into  now. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  President 
to  make  a  detachment  of  the  militia. 

[This  bill  authorizes  the  calling  out  of  one 
hundred  thousand  militia,  and  appropriates  one 
million  of  dollars.  The  bill  is  similar  to  the 
former  lawa  on  this  subject,  except  that  it  eon- 
tains  no  provision  for  accepting  of-  volunteers.] 

It  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  without 
amendment. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  on  the  bill 
to  establish  a  land  disuict  in  the  Illinois  Terri- 
tory, ^*  The  bill  was  reported  without  amend- 
ment, and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  on  the  re- 
port of  a  select  committee,  allowing  the  legal  rep- 
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reseatatives  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  fell 
at  the  battle  of  Tippecanoe  certain  bouniie5. 
After  some  time  spent  upon  the  report,  Mr.  Jen- 
nings moved  to  change  the  allowance  reported^ 
by  the  committee  from  money  to  land.  The 
cnairman  of  the  select  committee  not  feing  pres- 
entj  on  motion  of  Mr.  Grundt,  the  Committee 
rose,  and  obtained  leave  to  ssit  aEain. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Selah  Benton  was  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading,  71  votes  to  31,  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  taken,. 

The  Hou^e  took  up  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  made  some  days  ago,  on  the 
bill  to  ascertain  the  western  boundary  of  a  tract 
of  land  reserved  for  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Virginia  Continental  line.  The  report  was  agreed 
to,  and  the  bill  ordere<l  to  a  third  reading.' 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee,  on  the  im- 
port of  the  Committee  of  Cooimerce  and  Marxu- 
tactures,  on  n  report  on  the  case  of  Stephen 
Kingston,  of  Philadelphia.  This  is  an  old  draw- 
back case,  which  has  been  before  Congress  ever 
since  the  year  1803.  It  appeared  Mr.  K.  had 
failed  to  comply  with  certain  requisites  of  the 
law,  which  were  stated  to  be  absolutely  necessary 
to  prevent  fraud.  The  Committee  of  Coifimerce 
«Qd  Manufactures  reported  favorably,  and  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  agreed  to  the  report; 
hni  the  yeas  and  nays  being. called,  the  House  re- 
fused to  concur — 55  to  44. 


Monday,  February  10. 

Mr.  Maxwell  presented  to  the  House  a  letter 
from  Jonathan  Coleman,  an  American  seaman, 
impressed  on  board  ft  British  ship  of  war;  stating 
the  manner  of  his  impressment,  and  claiming  the 
interference  of  the  Crovern men t  in  procuring  bis 
release. — Referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  coromutee  appointed 
on  that  part  of  the  President's  Message  which  re- 
lates to  filiinff  the  ranks  and  prolonging  the  en- 
listments of  the  regular  troops,  and  to  an  auxiliary 
force,  to  the  acceptance  of  volunteer  corps,  and 
to  detachments  of  militia,  reported  the  bill  from 
the  Senate  *^  making  further  provision  for  the 
Corps  of  Kngineersj"  with  several  amendments; 
which  were  read,  and,  together  with  the  bill, 
•ommitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

Qn  motion  of  Mr.  Rhea,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what, 
aroendments  are  necessary  to  the  laws  relating  to 
the  time  fixed  bj  law  for  annually  holding  the 
Circuit  Courts  ot  the  United  States  in  the  district 
of  East  Tennessee;  to  report  thereon  by  bill,  or 
otherwise. 

Messrs.  Rhea,  Desba,  and  Morrow,  were  a{>- 
pointed  the  committee. 

The  bill  authorizing  a  detachment  of  militia; 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Captain  Selah  Benton ; 
the  bill  to  establish  a  land  district  in  the  Illinois 
Territory,  east  pf  the  district  of  K^skaskia,  and 
to  attach  certain  lands  to  the  district  of  Jefferson- 
Tille;  and  the  bill  to  ascertain  and  esUblish  the 
western  boundary  of  a  tract  of  land  reserved  for 


settling  the  military  bounties  allowed  to  tke di- 
cers and  soldiers  or  the  Virginia  line  on  ihpr:«. 
tinental  Establishment,  were  read  the  third  ucs' 
and  passed. 

DEATH  OP  GENERAL   BLOUNT. 

Mr.  Macon  called  the  attention  of  the  EgiH': 
to  the  informal  proceedings  of  Saturday,  octi- 
sioned  by  the  death  of  his  friend  and  cullea^cf 
General  Thomas  Blount,  which  he  moved  mir.. 
be  entered  on  the  Journals.  The  motiuo  ^v 
unanimously  agreed  to,  and  they  were  eoiertcik 
follows: 

«  House  of  Rsprksxittatitm, 

Saiurdmf\,  February  8,  l$ll 

''In  consequence  of  the  death  of  General  Taoiii 
BLorHT,  last  evening,  at  eight  o*cIockj  a  utL.kr  i 
the  House  of  Representatives  fhim  the  Stale  of  N.r^ 
Carolina^  of  which  Mr.  Blackledge  coraruuniratej  -- 
formation  to\hc  Speaker,  ho  requcsi.-.l  th?  aiiPoiiLa 
of  the  members  in  the  Chamber  of  tb(  Houfic  of  Rr^ 
resentatives  on  this  day  at  t\ve]vo  o'clock;  vS'Kt 
quorum  having  accordingly  u^emblcd.  he  tddir^id 
them  as  follows: 

''  Of  the  distressing  event,  gentlemen,  which  has  it 
prived  this  Houae  of  one  of  its  most  valuable  meffibev 
and  a  disconsolate  wife  of  one  of  the  t«nderest  oflsfi' 
bands,  you  have  all  heard.  The  usage  of  tlie  Esai 
of  Representatives,  in  paying  the  last  sad  respKt  w 
departed  worth  on  such  occasiona,  I  have  no  doekl^ 
cords  with  the  sentimenta  of  every  one  of  jos.  T< 
enable  you  to  execute  this  melancholy  duty,  jonr  :> 
formal  attendance  has  been  requested.  Yon  wil],th«> 
fore,  take  such  order  as  may  seem  to  you  proper. 

"  Whereupon,  on  motion. of  Mr.  Williams, 

**l.  Reaoivedf  unanimously,  That  a  committee^ 
appointed  to  take  order  for  superintending  tbe  fcacnl 
of  Cveneral  Thomas  Blount,  late  a  repreaentatiTe  fm 
the  State  of  North  Carolina. 

**  Mr.  Macon,  Mr.  Alston,  Mr.  Blackledge,  Mr.  Cod^ 
ran,  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  King,  Mr.  McBryde,  Mr.  P(tf- 
son,  Mn  Pickens,  Mr.  Sawyer,  and  Mr.  Stanford,  veit 
appointed  the  said  committee. 

**d.  Resohed,  ununimousfy.  That  the  members^*: 
this  House  will  testify  their  respect  for  the  meaaj^ 
General  Thomas  Btount,  late  one  of  their  bodT.bf 
wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm  lor  one  month. 

<*  3.  Resoivedt  unanimtmsfy,  That  a  measagc  beiest 
to  the  Senate  to  notify  them  of  the  death  of  Geoet^ 
Thomas  Blount,  late  a  member  oif  this  Hook,  o^ 
that  his  funeral  will  take  place  to-morrow  moroi^.  i^ 
ten  o'clock." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Macon, 

Resolved,  That  the  Speaker  gtye  informitMS 
to  the  Executive  of  the  State  of  North  Csroli^ 
of  the  vacancy  in  this  House,  occasioned  bf  i^^ 
death  of  General  Thomas  Blount,  late  ooe  d 
the  Representatiyes  from  that  State. 

DISABLED  OFFICERS  AND  SOLDIERS 


The  bill  for  the  relief  of  disabled  and  sopens; 
nuated  officers  and  soldiers  was  read  the  thir: 
time;  and  on  the  question  being  put,  ^' Shall  t^ 
bill  pass  its  third  reading?"  it  was  opposed  bf 
Messrs.  Stow,  Alston,  and  Rhea,  and  supported 
by  Messrs.  Gold  and  Wright. 

Mr.  Daw&on.— Wheo  this  bill  was  before  ti^ 
Committee  of  the  whole  House,  it  will  be  reoes* 
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ered  that  I  tDvited/  that  I  solicHed  the  friendly 
id  of  all  to  amend  Us  defects,  and  to  render  as 
fficacious  as  possible  a  system  which  seems  to 
)eei  wttb  the  approbation  of  all,  and  the  want 
f  which  has  so  long  disgraced  the  countrj,  and 
ally  present?  to  you,  even  at  the  portals  or  yoar 
'apitol.  the  aged,  infirm,  and  superannuated  sol- 
ier,  shivering  in  the  blast,  and,  like  Belisarius 
lie  Great,  asking  in  vain  for  the  "crumbs  which 
ill  from  the  rich  man's  table." 

No  proposition  of  amendment  was  made,  es- 
ept  one  by  an  honorable  gentleman  from  Penn- 
ylvauia,  which,  I  believe,  his  candor  induced 
lim  to  wrtlidraw,  and  one  by  an  honorable  gen- 
ieaiao  from  South  Carolina,  supported  by  his 
lonorable  neighbor  from  North  CaroHna,  Co  which 
a5>eiue<l,  and  it  forms -part  of  the  bill. 

When  tlie  Committee  rose,  the  biU  was,  on  my 
.lotion,  contrary  to  practice,  laid  on  the  table  for 
bree  daysj  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  enabling 
;en(lemen  to  search  out  its  defects.  These  three 
[iys  were  extended  to  three  weeks ;  owing  to  the 
pressure  of  public  business,  add,  perhaps,  to  my 
tot  being  able  to  call'it  up,  in  consequence  of^my 
ndifposition.  It  was  taken  up  on  last  We4nes- 
lay  or  Thursday,  and  passed  to  its  present  stage, 
rithoutany  propositions  to  amend,  on  the  motion 
ben,  and,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  vener* 
ible  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  its  third  reading 
ras  postponed* 

This,  sir,  is  th«  history  of  the  bill,  and  after 
he  delays  which  have  taken  place,  and  the  many 
tpportonities  wt\tch  have  been  eiven  to  amend 
t,  particularly  to  the  gentleman  ^om  Connecti- 
!ttt,  whom  I  know  to  be  a  militanry  man.  and 
fbose  friendly  aid  I  did  invite  to  amend  its  de- 
I'cts,  I  do  not  think  it  fair,  candid,  or  liberal,  to 
ttiack  the  bill  in  detail  at  this^tage,  when  its  de- 
ects  cannot  be  remedied.  I  #ill,  however,  en- 
ieavor  to  remove  abe  objections  stated  by  the 
lonorable  gentleman-  from  Connecticut.  [Here 
nr.  D.  proceeded  to  show  that  the  last  clause 
;ave  to  the  President  the  power  of  fixing  the 
aokand  grade  of  the  officers  who  would  receive 
ny  according  to  that  rank ;  and,  that  the  reqni- 
<tes  in  the  fifth  clause  were  so  mimereus  and 
tnct  that  it  would  be  impossible  lor  any  ]>erson 
0  get  into  the  corps  without  he  was  justly 
atuied.] 

Mr.  Speaker.  I  ought  here  to  ask  pardon  of  the 
'enerable  gentleman  from  Tennessee  for  having 
joitted  to  mention  that,  when  in  Committee  of 
be  Whole,  some  amend  menu  were  proposed  by 
■^^t  gentleman  and  rejected  without  a  division. 
.  °^*l?b^  perhaps,  be  pardoned  by  the  House, 
^ouid  I  improve  this  opportunity,  and  express  to 
<^&t  gentleman  the  higa  sense  which  I  entertain 
or  his  eminent  services ;  but,  sir,  when  I  reflect 
»D  the  sublimity  and  extent  of  his  geoias,  the 
^ind  exerted  flies  back  on  itself,  and  is  rendered 
«wqua|  to  the  t^sk. 

The  politeness  and  urbanity  of  bis  manners, 
oe  grace  and  dignity  of  his  elocution  and  atti- 
J  ^>  while  they  entrance  the  imagination  and 
I'lk^i  ■tiention  of  all  who  hear  him,  assure  a 
^^^  feast  to  the  anderaunding.    With  a  heart 


truly  benevolent,  he  daily  enlightens  the  path  of 
this  bewildered  House  on  every  subject  of  lr»gisla- 
tion  which  is  brought  before  them.  Not  content 
with  traversing  these  States  from  one  extreme  to 
the  other,  and  opening  an  easy  communication 
through  that  country  where  the  untutop  d  d;tvac;e 
reigns — with  establishing  offices  in  ilio  various 
posts,  from  which  his  speeches  in  this  House,  and 
other  useful  information,  is  conveyed  to  every 
class  of  our  fellow-citizens — his  mighty  '^•»niu& 
soars  to  far  other  objects.  At  one  nmnitini  we 
behold  him  rapidly  descend) n^r  frt/ni  the  summit 
of  Spencer's  mountain,*  bjunding  over  this  im- 
mense plain,  inan>halling  the  military  force  of  the 
United  States  according  to  oriier — regulars,  vol- 
unteers, and  militia — arid  fixing  to  each  its  Cou« 
stiiutional  limits ;  thence  marching  to  the  Heights 
of  Abraham,  capiuriug  and  captivating  all  who 
behold  him,  and  tlicrc  plucking  the  uufadinsf  lau^'* 
rel  from  iUe  brows  of  Montgomery  and  Wolfe. 
We  next  b.  it  jid  him  visiting  oUr  seaport  towns  in 
themostcr  iirioous  manner,  and,  with  gun  boats  and 
bomb^,  er^cung  fortifications  which  shall  defy  the 
united  armadas  of  Europe.  Nay,  sir,  we  see  him 
boldly  adventuring  on  the  watery  deep,  and  there, 
to  the  astonishment  of  the  finny  tribe,  building  a' 
ship.f  the  like  of.  which  was  never  seen,  and  far 
surpassing  in  size  any  ever  contemplated  by  the 
inhabitants  of  that  country  which  gave  birth  to 
the  celebrated  Don  duixotte  and  the  renowned 
Sancho  Panza,  and  which  the  great  Bonaparte 
now  endeavors  ip  vain  to  subjugate  to  his  arms.  ' 

Mr.  Speaker,  while  inclination  and  justice  call 
ojk  me  to  pay  my  homage,  and  this  tribute,  to  the 
superior  talents  of  the  venerable  gentleman  frooob 
Tennessee,  candor  obliges  me  to  declare  that  he 
has  not  discovered  on  this  occasion  that  perspicui- 
ty which  in  general  marks  his  character.  With 
a  soul,  no  doubt  honest  and  honorable,  to  render 
service  to  this  meritorious  and  long  neglected 
class  of  our  fellow-citizens,  he  has  adopted  t'he 
best  means  to  defeat  them.  Rts  ingenuity  alone 
could  have  invented  them;  and.  sir,  I  do  assert 
that,  should  that  bill  fail,  and  these  poor  fellows 
be  delayed  in  receiving  that  pittance  which  it  pro- 
poses to  give  them,  it  mu.st,  it  will  be  attributed  to 
the  aid  whrch  they  have  received  from  that  ven- 
erable gentleman. 

Mr.  Tallmaoqb  spoke  in  favor  of  the  bill  gen- 
erally, but  objected  to  certain  parts  of  the  details. 
On  which  account,  Mr.  Golo  moved  to  recom- 
mit the  bill.  This  motion  was  negatived — 50  to 
37  J  and  afterwards  the  bill  was  lost — yeas  47, 
nays  57,  as  follows: 

YsA9— William  Anderson,  John  Baker,  Burwell 
Bassett,  William  Blackledge,  Jas.  Breckenridge,  Elijah 
Brigham,  William  Butler,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Daw- 
son, James  Fisk,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  Gbolson,  Thomas 
R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Edwin  Gray,  Felix 
Grundy,  Obed  Hall,  Aylett  Hawes,  Lyman  Law,  Jo- 
seph Lewis,  jr.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Thomas 

*A  very  high  mountain  in  Tennessee. 

t  On  the  Navy  bill,  Mr.  Rasi  proposed  to  build  the 
largest  ship  which  ever  was,  and  which  shoold  beat  aU 
othen. 
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Moore,  Archibold  McBiyde,  Jamos  Mibior,  Jeremkh 
Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Hugh  Nolton,  Anthony 
New,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  James  Plea- 
«ants,  JT^  Josiah  Quipcy,  William  Reed,  Henry  M. 
Ridgely,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert, 
Daniel  ShelTey,  George  Smith*  John  Smith,  Philip 
6tttart,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  John  Taliaferro,  Laban 
Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  Thomas  Wilson,  and  Ro- 
bert Wright. 

Nats — WUlui  Alston,  jr^  Stevenson  Archer,  Wil- 
liam W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A. 
Burwell,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Epaphroditus  Champion^ 
Langdon  Cheves,  James  Cochran,  Lewis  Condit,  Wil- 
liam Crawford,  John  Davenport, Jr.,  Roger  Davis,  Jo- 
seph Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle,  Heshack 
'  Franklin,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Boiling 
Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Jacob  Hufty,  John  M.  Byne- 
man,  Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King,  Abner  La<x>ck, 
William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  George  C.  MaxwelU 
William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim, 
Arunah  Metcalf,  Jamea  Morgan,  Thomas  Newbold, 
Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  Benjamin  Pond,  Wil- 
liam M.  Richardson,  John  Rhea,  John  Hoane,  Jonathan 
Roberts,  William  Rodman,  Ebenezer  Sage,  EbenoMr 
Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  Richard  Stanford, 
SUas  Stow,  Samuel  Taggart,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Tur- 
ner, jr.,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jr.,  Robert  Whitehill, 
David  R.  WiUiams,  and  William  Widgery. 

BATTLE  OF  THE  WABASH. 

The  House' again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee OD  the  report  of  a  select  committee  ou 
eertaiD  petitions  m  relation  to  the  afiair  on  the 
Wabash;  when  Mr.  jENRrnos'  amendmeotf  which 
proposed  allowing  the  widows,  dbc.,  of  the  slaio 
officers  and  soldiery  bounties  in  land,  instead  of 
money,  was  negatived.  The  resolutiops  allowlog 
the  boQDties,  pensions,  d&c,  as  recdmmeoded  by 
the  select  committee,  were  all  agreed,  to.  The 
report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  waa  con- 
curred in  by  the  House,  as  follows: 

1.  lUsohed,  That  one  month's  pay  ought  to  be  al- 
lowed, in  addition  to  the  common  allowance,  to  the 
officers,  (according  to  the  rank  which  they  held,)  the 
Ron-oommissioned  officers,  and  privates,  of  the  regulars, 
volunteers,  and  militia,  and  to  the  legal  representatives 
of  those  who  were  kilted,  or  have  since  died  of  their 
wounds,  composing  the  army  under  the  command  of 
Gov.  Harrison,  in  the  late  campaign  on  the  Wabash. 

S.  Retotved,  That  five  years'  half  pay  ought  to  be 
allowed  to  the  legal  represenUtivM  of  the  officers,  (ac- 
oordingf  to  the  rank  which  they  held,)  the  non-com* 
missioned  officers,  and  privates,  of  the  volunteers  asd 
militia,  who  were  killed  in  the  batUe  of  the  seventh  of 
November^  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven,  or 
who  have  since  died  of  their  wounds. 

8.  Rtaohedf  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  by 
ia^  to  place  on  the  pension  list  of  the  United  States 
the  officers,  (according  to  the  rank  which  they  held,) 
the  non-commissioned  officers,  and  soldiers,  of  the  vol- 
unteers and  mUitia,  who  served  in  the  late  campaign 
on  the  Wabash,  under  the  command  of  Governor  Har- 
rison, who  have  been  wounded  or  disabled  in  the  said 
campaign. 

4.  Ruohed,  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  by 
law  to  pay  for  the  horses  and  other  property  of  indi- 
^duals  lost  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  the  said  battle. 

5.  Reaohedf  That  the  further  time  of years 

onght  to  be  allowed  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  who 


were  woondod,  and  to  the  legal  leymtntaliiwsfAa 
who  were  killed  in  the  aaid  battle,  to  coBplete  ibepi^ 
m^ts  due,  or  which  may  foil  due  to  the  Uailed  Sm 
on  any  purchase  of  the  public  lands  made  by  tbcah* 
fore  the  said  battle. 

Ordered^  That «  bill  be  brought  in,  porsaut 
to  the  9aid  resoiations ;  and  that  the  comminR 
appointed  on  that  part  of  the  President's  Mcs»|t 
which  relates  to  Indian  afimirs  do  preptre  us 
bring  in  the  same. 


TuEsnAT,  February  11. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  resoi«> 
tion  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Gforfu 
ratifying  and  confirming  an  amendment  propoM 
by  Congress  to  the  Coast itotion  of  the  Usuee 
States,  relative  to  titles  of  nobility;  which  vc 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Coa- 
merce  and  Mapufacturess  to  whom  was  refffre! 
the  bill  from  the  Senate  "respecting  the  eoroliie; 
and  licensing  of  steamboats,''  reported  the  sane 
without  amendment. 

Ordertd^  That  the  said  bill  be  committed  tn 
Committee  x)f  the  Whole  Hooae  on  Thorsdif 
nezt4    ' 

Mr.  WiLLiAiTB,  from  the  oommittec  appeiotri 
on  that  port  of  the .  President's  Message  wbki 
relates  to  detachments  of  militia,  and  to  suk  i 
preparation  of  the  great  body  ns  will  prnportiis 
Its  uaefaines^  lo  its  intrinsic  capacity,  preseDt^ii 
bill  sopplementary  to  "An  act  making  prorisi« 
for  arming  and  equipping  the  whole  body  of  uie 
militia  of  the- United  States;"  which  was  re»J 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  ue 
Whole  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wiluabcs, 

Reaolvedt  That  the  committee  appointed  ob  » 
niucb  of  the  Message  of  the  Preaideot  as  relaie 
to  military  affairs,  m  directed  to  iaqnire  inictk 
expediency  of  aathoriztng  the  enlargement  of  tiie 
armories  of  the  United  States,  and  the  escabbi)> 
ment  of  an  additional  number ;  and  that  thff 
hare  leave  to  report  by  hill,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  WrioAt,  from  the  committee  appoisted 
on  the  petition  of  Arthur  St.  Clair,  reported  a  biii 
for  the  relief  of  Arthur  Sl  Clair;  which  wii 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  t^ 
Whole  to-'morrow. 

A  message  from  >  the  Senate  informed  ^ 
House  that  the  Senate  hare  passed  the  bill  "f  f 
the  mora  conTeoient  taking  of  affida?iu  and  M 
in  civil  causes  depending  in  the  Conrts  of  tiK 
United  States,"  with  amendments;  to  wbicfi 
they  desire  the  noncurrenee  of  this  Honse. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Comoiiitef  •( 
the  Whole,  on  the  hill  for  the  relief  of  the  Botr^ 
of  Commissioners  west  of  Pearl  river.  The  Con- 
mittee  reported  the  hill  without  amendment,  aoi 
it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading.  fTbis  Mt 
merely  goes  to  allow  the  eommiasioners  for  a  cer- 
tain number  of  days  which  they  sat  beyond  the 
period  contemplated  id  the  law  under  which  tli«r 
acted.] 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  ob  the  hiil 
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or  the  benefit  of  Christopher  Miller,  wbieh  was 
eponed  withoot  amendmeDt,  and  ordered  to  a 
bird  readioff.  [This  bill  allows  C.  Miller  950 
icres  of  land  for  services  performed  under  Qen- 
ral  WayneJ 

The  House  went  into  Committee,  on  the  report 
)f  the  Committee  of  Claims^  on  the  petition  of 
lobs  Murray,  who  praved  for  the  settlement  of 
ertain  loan  office  certincates.^ 

After  some  debate  on  this  report,  it  was  observ* 
fd.  that  this  claim  came  properly  under  the  de- 
cription  of  those  clainM,  respecting  which  the 
Committee  of  Claims  had  made  a  report  lo  ihe 
loose,  reeom mending  the  repeal,  of  the  statute 
>f  limitations*  ft  vaiA  therefore  mo¥«d,  that  the 
jommittee  rise  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again,  in  or* 
ier  to  afford  an  opportunity  of  going  into  a  cbm- 
nittee  oq  that  report.— Carried. 

MARRIAGE  LICENSES. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  on  the  bill 
elatinff  to  marriage  licenses,  in  Washington  couo- 
ijjin  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  directing, the 
ipplication  of  the  tax  thereon. 

Mr.  Dawson  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  sec- 
ion  of  the  bill,  with  a  view  to  destroy  it,  as  it 
lODtaioed  a  principle  which  he  did  not  wish  to 
tee  adopted. 

Mr.  Lewis  said  the  bill  proposed  no  new  tax. 
Fhe  laws  of  Maryland  already  impose  a  tax  of 
oar  dollars  upon  every  marriage  license,  and 
oarriage  licenses  issued  in  Washington  county 
ire  DOW  subject  to  thia  tax;  this  bill  went  only 
0 appropriate  the  money  for  the. promotion  of 
earning  in  the  District. 

Mr.  Clat  (the  Speaker)  knew  not  which  most 
0  admire,  the  ronduct  of  the  opposer  or  supporter 
if  this  bill.  If  he  understood  the  gentleman  last 
ip,  there  is  at  present  a  law  taxing  marriages,  but 
10  authority  to  collect  the  tax.  wnich  is  the  same 
ts  if  there  was  no  law  on  tne  subject.  As  he 
hoQght  with  the  gentleman  first  up.  that  mar- 
aiges  ought  not  to  be  taxed,  but  promoted,  he 
hould  vole  wfth  him  for  striking  out  the  first  sec- 
ion  of  the  bill. 

< 

Mr.  Smilib  said,  it  was  a  iiule  singular  that 
>De  bachelor  should  support  thia  bill,  and  another 
'Ppose  it.  He  hoped,  oowever,  there  would  be 
10  difference  of  opinion  amongst  the  tnarried 
umbers  on  this  subject.  He  would  be  in  faror, 
■ther  of  giving  a  bounty  on  marriages,  than  of 
^yiog  a  tax  upon  them.  The  citizens  of  Wash- 
Qgtoo  wishing  to  raise  money  in  this  way  lo  sop- 
•on  their  academy,  pat  him  in  mind  of  what 
Appened  long  ago  in  England.  When  the  build- 
Bg  of  a  mansioaiiousa  was  in  agitation,  the  party 
Q  power  determined  to  get  the  funds  for  the  pur^ 
o<e  out  of  the  dissenters.    They  therefore  laid 

tax  upon  any  dissenters  who  refused  to  suffer 
tteir  names  to  be  held  Dp  for  eertato  offices ;  and 
Bother  tax  on -those  who  were  elected,  and  re«> 
Bsed  to  take  the  sacrament  in  a  manner  which 
beir  consciences  forbade.  He  woold  prefer  a  tax 
Q^ocMoiv  over  twentV'fire,  to  a  tax  on  mar-, 
Ages,  an4  this  would  ineiude  both  the  gentlemen. 


The  section  was  struck  out,  there  being  forty* 
seven  members  for  it. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  amend- 
ment ;  and  af^er  some  humorous  observations  in 
favor'of  retaining  the  section,  by  Mr.  Milnor,  the 
House  conaurred  with  the  Committee  in  strikiuf 
out  the  section.    Of  course  the  bill  was  lost. 

REVOLUTIONARY  CLAIMS.. 

The  House  resolved  itseif  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  a  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims 
recommending  certain  claims,  (including  the  dif- 
erent  species  of  liquidated  claims)  to  be  exempt- 
ed from  the  operation  of  fhe  statute  of  limitation. 
It. was  found  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
had  agreed  to  this  resolution  ;  but  that  there  waa 
another  in  the  following  words,  referred  to  the 
s^me  Committer,  not  acted  upon. 

'"  RtBohtd^  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  in* 
stracied  to  inquire  into  the  merits  of  ail  claims  which 
may  be  referred  to  lhem>  which  originated  during  the 
Revolutionary  war>  notwithstanding  such  claims  may 
be  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitation,  and  that  they 
report  their  opinion  thereon  to  the  House." 

The  Committee  took  this  resolution  into  con«> 
sideration,  and  aAer  considerable  debate,  in  which 
Messrs.  GaoLspif,  Clat,  WnionT,  Pisk,  and 
Gold.  snppoMed,  and  Messrs.  Stanford.  Smiltb, 
Alston,  ootd,  and  RoBSRTa,  opposed  the  reso* 
lution,  It  was  carried,  58  votes  being  for  it. 

The  Cora  rait  tee  rose  and  reported  the  resolu- 
tion to  the  House ;  but  no  decision  was  taken  upon 
it  before  the  House  adjourneid. 

^— ^" 
WftDNssDAT,  February  12. 

Mr,  Troup  presented  to  the  House  a  resolution 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Georgia, 
approbatory  of  the  measures  pursued  by  the  Gen- 
eral Government  in  relation  to  our  foreign  con- 
cerns, and  declaratory  of  their  determination  to 
support  such  measures  as  may  be  adopted  to 
maintain  the  rights  and  honor  of  the  country.-^ 
Referred  to  the  committee  appointed  on  that  part 
of  the  President's  Message  which  relates  to  lor- 
eign  relations. 

Mr.  Desha  presented  several  petitions  of  sun- 
dry inhabitanta  of  the  United  States,  praying 
that  the  landa  belonging  to  the  United  States 
may  be  leased  out  to  persons  applying  for  that  pur- 
pose, for  a  certain  number  of  years,  and  at  a  cer- 
tain price  per  year,  to  be  fixed  upon  by  Con- 
gress.— Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burwell, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  di- 
rected to  lay  before  this  House  a  list  of  persons 
on  the  pension  list,  the  State  or  Territory  in 
which  they  live,  and  the  amount  annually  allow* 
ed  each  person  by  law. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Board  of 
Commissioners  west  of  Pearl  river,  was  read  the 
jthird  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Christopher 
Miller  was  read  the  thnrd  tim^,  and  passed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
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meats  of  ihe  Senaie  to  the  bill  'Tor  the  mure 
convtniLUt  taking  of  arfidavits  aud  bail  in  civil 
caused  clf pending  in  the  Cuuits  of  the  United 
Stales;"  which.were  45oncurred  in  by  the  Hou-^e. 
Mr.  Tallmadob,  from  the  coniiuitieeto  whom 
was  referred  the  rcpojt  of  the  Posiniaj^ter  Gen- 
eral re^ecliog  the  repairs  of  the  puhlif  building. 
called  ''BlodgeL'-i  Hotel. '"'  ro|  varied  a  hill  sup[)!e- 
mentary  to  an  act  provi«linsf  f"**  i^'e  accomino- 
dation  of  the  Generiii  Po>i  OlJico,  t'l**  Patent  Of- 
fice, and  for  other  purpusf-^  ;  winch  was  twice 
read,  and  committcii. 

DRAWBACK  OF  DUTIES. 

Mr.  Ne\vton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  made  an  unfavorable 
report  on  ifae  p«  liiion  of  G.-orge  R.  Rapelye,  and> 
others,  of  the  city  of  New  York  ;  which  was 
concuvri'd  in  by  the  House.  The  report  is  as 
follows : 

The  petitioners  state,  that  their  respective  firms  pur- 
chasci^  of  die  firm  of  Ingraham,  Phoenix,  and  Nixscn, 
goods,  cnlitJcd,  on  exportation,  to  the  drawback  of  du- 
ticn,  and  which  the  petitioners  purchased  and  exported 
under  the  persuaiiion  that  the  debentures  which'  issued 
from  the  custom-house  would  be  duly  paid. 

In  this  calculation  they  have  been  disappointed,  as 
the  firm  of  Ingraham,  Phtsnix.and  Nixaen,  which  im- 
ported the  goods,  and  entered  the  same  for  exportation* 
has  since  failed,  wijthout  paying  the  duties,  amounting 
to  about  ninety-six  thousand  dollars,  to  the  ynited 
States*  The  petitioners  solicit  Congress  to  pass  an  act 
directing  the  collector  of  the  customs  for  the  port  of 
New  York  to  pay  the  debentures  which  they  hold,^ 
'notwithstanding  the  duties  have  not  been  paid  by  the 
firm  of  Ingraham,  Phmnix,  and  Nixaen,  the  importers 
of  the  goods. 

If  Congress  refuse  to  accede  to  this  solicitation  of 
the  petitioners,  they  then  pray  that  an  act  may  pass  to 
authorize  them  to  institute  a  suit  against  the  collector 
ibr  the  port  of  New  York,  for  the  amount  of  the  deben- 
tures, inasmuch  as  the  non-payment  of  the  duties  by 
the  firm  of  I^graham,  Phoenix,  and  Nixsen,  is  fairly 
chargeable  to  the  negltgenoe  of  the  cpllector^  in  not 
taking  responsible  sureties  to  the  duty  bonds. 

The  committee  can  see  no  ground  on  which  the  first 
proposition  can  be  supported ;  the  law,  in  letter  and 
spirit,  is  opposed  to  it.  The  law  says :  "  In  no  case 
of  an  exportation  of  goods  shall  a  drawback  be  paid, 
until  the  duties,  on  the  importation  tl^ereof,  shall 
have  been  first  received,"  No  duties/on  the  goods 
imported  by  the  firm  of  Ingraham,  Phaenix,  and  Nix- 
sen, have  as  yet  been  paid,  or  are  likely,  as  the  com- 
mittee understand,  to  be  paid ;  the  petitioners,  there* 
fore,  are  not  entitled  to  receive  the  iimount  of  their 
respectivs  debentures.  The  law,  as  it  stands,  clearly 
•vinces  the  soundness  of  the  principles,  on  which  it  is 
founded ;  no  case  could  have  occurred  more  apposite 
to  prote  the  necessity  of  such  a  provision  for  the  secu- 
rity of  the  Treasury. 

The  drawback  of  duties  is  allowed  on  two  grounds  : 
first,  the  exportation  of  goods  within  twelve  months, 
calculating  from  the  time  6f  entry  ;  and,  sedbndly,  on 
the  payment  of  duties  to  the  United  States,  before,  or 
after,  such  exportation. 

The  goods  may  be  exported,  but,  if  the  duties,  on 
their  importation,  are  not  paid,  there  can  be  no  legal 
light  to  demand  the  payment  of  the  deb^tures.    The 


wise  framers  of  the  law  never  intended  that  aime^ 

• 

which  they  constructed  ibr  the  encouragement  of  cc-- 
mcrce  and  (iitcrprisc,  should  operate  in  narh  a  w&ju 
to  drain  ih'.  'i'lcasury.  To  sustain  the  pieaeot i*p 
calioji,  %vDu!:l,  uii(Iou!)t€dly,  produce  this  efiett. 

Tile  sccoi.d  pr  ];o«?:on  cannot,  in  any  view  inwb: 
it  can  be  pre:.  iiteJ  to  the  mii)d,  be  considered  aia- 
ablc.  Th(i  collector  is  responsible  for  the  omb^ioss 
such  duties  as  the  law  prescribes:  in  this  c^e,  if  l^ 
has  omitted  to  perform  a  duty  assigned  to  his.tbr 
United  States  are  alone  the  loser — the  petitsoners  d!ii: 
fortuitously  so — an  accident  against  which  specalat-'^ 
cannot  be  secured.  The  remedy  of  the  petitiooen  j 
against  the  sellers  of  the  merchandise.  If  the  y&- 
tioners  fail  in  obtaining  redress  against  the  £ra  K 
Ingrabam,  Phoenix,  and  Nixsen,  in  the  re8poaitL!.*T 
of  which  they  confided,  their  case  is  remediless,  let 
committee  cannot  transcend  the  limits  of  the  C«ss^- 
tutioQ,  or  the  sound  and  cprrect  principles  of  jah^'^ 
denco,  in  recommending  the  passage  of  a  law  vM 
shall  be  endued  with  a  retroactive  opexation.  Tht^. 
tlierefore,  submit  the  following  resolution  to  the  Eq»- 

Resolved t  That  the  petitioners  have  leave  ui  re- 
draw their  petition. 

UNITED  STATES'  BANK  N0TE8. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bacon,  the  House  weotisu 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  toref-?! 
the  tenth  section  of  (he  act  establishing  the  Bail 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Bacon  said,  that  the  Committee  of  Win 
and  Means  had  thought  it  necessary  to  bring  t'st- 
ward  this  bill,  in  consequence  of  a  decision  whia 
had  been  made  in  the  Circuit  Court  of  Yir^iiii 
that  the  notes  issued  by  the  Bank  of  the  Uq  ui 
States  are  still  a  tender  in  payments  to  tbel^;^' 
lectors  and  other  officers  of  the  Untied  Suiff. 
The  committee  do  not  know  on  what  groae^ 
this  opinioQ  was  given;  they  had  conceived '.iii: 
83  (he  limitation  of  the  law  had  expired,  do  yi:i^ 
it  could  still  have  force.  But,  as  this  opioioQ  :£ 
been  given  by  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Utnei 
States,-  it  produces  great  inconvenience  to  t^ 
officers  of  the  United  States,  as  the*D0tes  of  v» 
several  branches,  say  Charleston,  SavaoDah.  Xc^ 
Orleans,  dtc,  'will  be  paid  only  at  the  braisci:? 
from  which  they  isstie. 
,  Some  irregular  debate  took  place  on  the  "p- 
priety  of  passing  the  bill  at  all.  It  was  cootro^ 
that  the  whole  law  having  expired,  it  was  alto- 
gether nonecessary,  not  to  say  improper,  to  pa?! 
a  bill  to  repeal  a  section  of  that  law.  It  wis  re- 
plied by  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  t 
Ways  and  Mean^,  and  others,  that  as  the  pa^vicc 
of  the  bill  would  prevent  any  further  trect^' 
to  the  poblic  officers,  and  it  could  have  lio  \^^^ 
ence  on  anything  which  bad  heretofore  tsie: 
place,  its  passage  was  desirable. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  the  House  mk^* 
the  bill  to  a  third  reading. 

SALARIES  OF  OFFICERS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bacon,  the  House  weoiis^ 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  (o  coatiiEr 
in  force  for  a  limited  time  the  salaries  of  ceruis 
officers  of  Government  therein  meotiuoed. 

Mr*  Bacon  stated,  that  this  bill  was  ioten^ 
to  continue  in  force  a  law  passed,  in  1799,  forii- 
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^rR^innr  the  salaries  of  the  Heads  of  Depart  men », 
rd  other  officers  of  the  Government,  which  had 

III  coniipucd  from  time  to  time  ever  since. 
!r.  B  stated  what  the  several  salaries  were  be- 
;re  iliis  \.\w  passed,  and  what  they  bad  been 
Lc.\  iTj^l  left  it  for  the  Committee  to  decide  on 
je  p;i  M^iuty  of  passinor  the  hill.     - 

?.ir.  Stanford  dis^Iiked  the  phraseology  of  the 
miianon  clause  lo  this  bill,  which  was  "for 
Iff  years  and  to  the  end  of  the  next  session  of 
;ongrcs;>  thereafter."  He  said  the  bill  might  as 
jvW  be  made  for  four  at  once.  He  made  two 
D<tic?cs.sful  attempts  to  amend  the  biif  in  this 

e>prct. 

Mr.  S.  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  ad- 
Id;;  to  the  salary  of  the  Postmaster  General 
over  and  above  the  argument  included  in  the 
ill)  five  hundred  dollairs  per  annum  ;  and  to  the 
irsi  Assistant  Postmaster  General,  three  hundred 
lollars. 

A  division  of  the  motion  was  called  for,  and 
he  addition  to  tbie  Postmaster  General  was  car- 
ied,  58  to  24. 

But  the  question  being  pHt  on  adding  three 
iQodred  dollars  to  the  salary  of  the  first  Assistant 
Postmaster  General,  it  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Ba9- 
jETTand  Mr.LAC0(!:K,and  supported  byMr.TALL- 
KADGC.  On  motion  of  Nfr.  Key,  who  thought  it 
nrould  be  well  to  take  a  longer  time  to  consider 
the  subject,  the  Committee  rose  and  obtained  leave 
to  sit  agaiii. 


Tbursdat,  February  13. 

Oq  motion  of  Mr.  Scaver,  the  select  commit^ 
tee  were  discharged  from  the  consideration  of 
the  petition  of  Silas  Stone,  and  it  was  referred  to 
the  select  committee  appointed  on  the.  bill  from 
the  Senate  *'  to  promote  the  progress  of  science 
ind  useful  arts,  by  securing^  for  a  limited  lime, 
to  the  inventors,  the  exclusive  right  to  their  re- 
ipective  discoveries." 

Mr.  McKiM  presented  a  document  in  support  of 
the  petition  of  James  H.McCuUoch  ;  which  was 
rererred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
report  of  the  Comnxittee  of  Ways  and  Means  on 
the  several  petitions  of  the  Collectors  of  Philadel- 
phia, Norfolk,  Plymouth,  and  Baltimore. 

Amessagefrom  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  "  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  support  of  an  additional  mil- 
iiary  force,"  with  an  amendment-;  in  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Oq  motion  of  Mr.  Wriobt,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ren- 
deriog  the  RepresentativM  Chamber  more  eon- 
'venient  to  the  despatch  of  public  busineas,  and  of 
fioishing  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PoiffDBXTBR,  the  House  took 
vpfor  consideration  the  resolution,  some  time  ago 
submitted  by  him.  (o  instruct  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of 
prohibiting  by  law  the  corporation  of  New  Or- 
leaQs  from  exacting  a  tax  or  duty  on  vessels,  boats, 
or  other  craft,  descending  the  Mississippi,  laden 
wit|)  produce,  and  touching  at  that  place,  &c. 


This  proposition  was  objected  toby  Mr.  Troop, 
principally  because  it  appeared  tu  him  to  be  a  sub- 
ject for  judicial  investigation,  and  because  the 
Territory  of  Orleans  was  not  represented  on  th1» 
floor.  It  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Poindextcr 
and  McKeb,  because  the  tax  in  question  was  a 
grievous  one  on  the  people  of  the  Wesiern  country, 
and  said  to.be  unconstitutional,  as  being  a  tax  on 
exports;  which  was  a  sufficient  gr^iund  for  in- 
quiry into  the  subject.  If  the  Territory  should 
send  a  delegate  to  the  present  Congress,  he  would 
arrive  in  time  for  the  final  decision  on  thereport 
of  the  committee  proposed  to  be  constituted,  dtc. 

Th^  resolution  was  agreed  to  by  a  considerable 
majority,  and  a  committee  of  five  accordinf^ly  apr 
pointed. 

ARMING  THE  MILITIA. 

The  House  resolved  inself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  pruvidinc:  for  arming 
the  whole  body  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Williams  explained  the  objects  of  the  bill, 
and  how  the  committee  who  reported  it  had  en- 
deavored to  divest  this  plan  of  the  features  which 
were  objected  to  when  it  was  incorporated  in  the 
classification  bill. 

Mr.  Roberts,  after  expressing  his  desire  to 
vote  for  the  bill,  if  it  could  be  amended  so  as  to 
secure  its  avowed  object  in  the  Slate-  which  he 
represented,  as  well  as  in  other  States,  which  had 
already  made  provision  for  arming  their  militia, 
moved  to  amend  the  section  for  distributing  the 
arms,  by  adding  thereto  the  words  ^^orin  such 
manneir  as  the  Legislatures  of  the  respective 
States  or  Territories  may  by  law  direct." 

This  motion  was  negatived,  43  to  40. 

Mr.  Roberts  then  moved  to  strike  outthelifst 
section  of  the  bill,  with  a  view  to  destroy  it  \  as 
he  thought,  in  its  present  form,  the  carrying  it 
into  effect  would  be  attended  with  great  incon- 
venience. He  particularly  objected  to  the  fines 
and  penalties  inflicted  by  the  bill. 

The  motion  was  negatived,  there  being  only 
twenty-six  members  in  favor  of  it. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  to 
the  House.    The  House  look  it  up;  when 

Mr.  Roberts  renewed  his  motion,  to  add  the 
following  words  to  the  section  which  directs  the 
distribution  of  the  arms ;  "  as  the  Legislatures  of 
the  several  States  may  by  law  direct." 

Mr.  Tallmadoe  hoped  that  this  amendment 
would  be  agreed  to,  in  order  to  accompiodate  gen- 
tlemen whose  States  would  prefer  a  different 
mode  of  di^itribution  from  that  prescribed  in  the 
bill.  He  thought  the  main  object  was  to  get  the 
arms;  their  distribution  might  be  very  well  left 
with  the  feieveral  State  governments.  He  should 
be  sorry,  if  the  bill  should  be  lost,  by  gentlemen's 
pertinaciously  adhering  to  their  own  particular 
mode  of  distribution. 

.  Mr.  Randolph  was  sorry  that  any  difference 
of  opinion  should  exist  as  to  the  mode  of  distrib- 
uting these  arms,  and  when  gentlemen,  in  whose 
intelligence  and  integrity  he  had  the  utmost  re- 
lianee,  assured  him  that  the  mode  of  distributing 
I  he  arms,  proposed  in  the  bill,  would  not  be  well 
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received  in  their  States,  he  could  not  but  believe 
them,  and  was  desirous  of  accommodating  them. 
He,  for  one,  wished  to  see  these  arms  in  the  hands 
of  those  who  were  to  use  them ;  there  were 
wieighty  reasons  against  placing  them  in  arsenals 
ifl  the  Southern  Stages ;  but  he  should  be  glad  if 
Che  billcould  be  so  arranged  as  to  suit  the  views 
of  all  who  were  friendly  to  the  measure. 

The  question  was  taken  jand  carried — yeas  70, 
nays  41,  as  follows. 

YxAs — Willis  Alston,  WiUiam  AndersoD,  Stev- 
enson Archer,  John  Baker,  David  Bard,  Abijah  Big- 
elow,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Brock- 
enridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  William  Butler,  Epaphro- 
ditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew  Clay, 
Lewis  Condit,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  Roger  Davis, 
Elias  Earle,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  WUliam 
Findley,  As«  Fitch,  Thomas  R,  Gold,  Felix  Grandy, 
Obed  Hall,  John  M.Hyneman,  Richard  Jackson,  Jan., 
Abner  Lacock,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lefever,  Joseph 
Lewis,  juii.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Aaron  Lyie, 
WilUani  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim, 
James  Mllnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  James  Morgan,  Jer- 
emiah Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Thomas  New- 
bold,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  WUliam  Pi- 
per, James  Pleasants,  jr.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Paler  B. 
Porter,  EUsha  R.  Patter,  Josnh  Qamcy.  John  Randolph, 
William  Reed,  John  Rhea,  Jolin  Roane,  Jonathan  Rob* 
erta,  WiUiam  Rodman,  John  Sevier,  Daniel  Shefiey, 
I^chard  Stanford,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart, 
Benjamin  Tailmadge,  George  M.  Troup;  Charles  Tur- 
ner, jun.,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jr.,  Laban  Wheaton, 
Leonard  White,  Robert  WhitehiU,  WUliam  Widgery, 
and  Thomas  Wilson. 

Nats— BurweU  Bassett,  William  Blaokledge,  Joha 
C.  Calhoun,  James  Cochran,  William  Crawford,  Jos. 
Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Meshack ^Franklin,  Thomas 
Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L. 
Green,  Boiling  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawea, 
Jacob  Hufty.  Joseph  Kent,  WUliam  R.  King,  Peter 
Little,  WiUiam  Lowndes,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George 
C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  Archibald  McBryde, 
Arunah  Metcalf,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Joseph 
Pearson, Israel  Pickens,  WiUiam  M.Richardson,  Henry 
M.  Ridgely,  Samuel  RinggoM,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebene- 
zer  Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw,  George  Smith,  Philip 
Stuart,  SUas  Stow,  WUliam  Strong,  David  R.  Wil- 
Kama,  and  Robert  Wright 

After  some  objections  by  Mr.  Milnor  to  the 
details  of  the  bill,  particularly  as  to  the  fines  and 
iinprisonmeots  imposed,  and  some  debate  upon  an 
amendment  which  he  propo^d,  but  afterwards 
withdrew,  the  bill  was  amended  at  the  instance  of 
Mr.  MiLNOR,  by  adding  to  it  tbe  following  pro- 
yiso:  ^'Provided,  That  no  imprisonment  directed 
'  by  this  act,  shall,  in  any  instance,  endure  for  a 
*  longer  term  than  three  months.^ 

The  question  was  then  put^  "  Shall  the  bill  be 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  T^  when 
Mr.  Macon  wished  the  decision  of  that  question 
might  be  postponed  till  to-morrow;  for,  friendly 
as  he  was,  and  always  had  been,  to  the  arming  of 
the  militia,)anamen(lmenthad  taken  placei  which 
he  disliked  so  much  that  he  wished  time  to  con*> 
aider  whether  he  ought  now  to  vote  for  the  bill.. 

And  on  motion,  the  House  adjourned  until  to- 
morrow. 


Frioat,  Febroary  14. 

Mr.  Gholson,  from  the  committee,  made  are- 
port  on  the  petition  of  Lieutenant  Simeon  Kaigk, 
which  was  read  ;  when  Mr.  Gholson  preseate^ 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lieutenant  SimeoD  Kbi^l 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Coa- 
>  mittee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  thePtv 
lie  Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Thos- 
as  Orr ;  which  was  read,  and  the  resolution  then- 
in  contained  concurred  in  by  the  House,  e 
follows ; , 

Resolved^  That  Thomas  Orr,  tbe  assignee  i 
Martin  Andrews,  be  confirmed  in  the  purchuei 
tlie  southeast  quarter  of  section  number  elero. 
township  number  seven,  and  range  second, is ik 
Steubenvilie  District,  which  purchase  was  mit 
on  the  fourth  day  of  May,  18U,  at  the  rate  of  Ll* 
dollars  per  acre. 

The  Committee  On  the  Public  Lands  were  i: 
stnicted  to  bring  in  a  bill,  pursuant  to  tbesaiirg- 
solution. 

Mr.  BuRWSLL  moved  that  the  petition  of  P^ 
Landais^  presented  some  time  ago,  and  at  ilu 
time  refused  a  reference  to  a  select  commictei  bi 
now  referred  to  tbe  Committee  of  Claims.  Tb 
was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Gbolson^  the  cbairms 
of  that  committee.  Who  said  this  petitios  Ld 
been  frequently  before  that  committee,  and  re- 
ports made  upon  it.  If  it  were  referred  at  aULi^ 
noped  it  would  therefore  go  to  a  select  commits 
The  motion  to  refer  the  petition  to  the  Comci:- 
tee  of  Claims  was  negatired.  A  motioa  t% 
then  made  to  refer  it  to  a  select  committee,  ati 
carried. 

CLAIM  OF  THOMAS  WIL80N. 

Mr.  Gholson,  from  the  Committee  of  C!ais> 
made  a  report  on'the  petition  of  Thomas  Wibos 
which  was  read ;  when,  Mr.  Ghol.son  preseotei 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Wilson ;  wbict 
was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  er 
the  Whole  on  Monday  next.  The  report  is  u 
follows: 

That  the  petitioner  claims  an  odttf/ioHa/a/lbwaserRf 
rations  furnished  to  the  troops  of  the  tJoited  Ststs  t 
Louisiana,  pursuant  to  a  contract  with  the  Dcpaitaiei' 
of  War,  dated  the  3d  of  August,  1803.  When  ibe  <i^ 
mand  oftiie  petitioner  for  extra  allowance  waspictai- 
ed  at  the  War  Department,  itappears  his  accoostekd 
been  tiansfamd  to  the  acodimting  officers  of  thetW 
sury ;  and  the  Seeretaiy  of  War  obsenres  tfaa^  *  fasnae 
duly  coiisidared  the  claim  befoie  mentioiied,  wA  A 
tbe  drcttmatjHioea  aooampanying  the  aase,"  be  «asr 
ceives  he  is  •<  not  authorned  to  make  any  tether  ^ 
lowance;*'  but  he. recommended  to  the  Coraptrdkr  s 
suB^eosioa  of  legal  praceodiags  againai  Mr.  Wikos. 
untd  he  could  make  application  to  Congrass  fm  reb^ 
Upon  the  fcce  of  the  contract  there  is  nothing  to  np- 
port  the  demand  of  the  petitioner.  His  daim  is  fnii- 
ed  on  two  letten  from  Ueneral  Dearborn,  late  Seoctt- 
ry  of  War,  which  are  exhibited  as  eTideoea  of  la  » 
derstanding  between  the  Secretary  and  the  peiitii»iB 
at  the  time  of  the  contract.  In  one  of  these  lett«& 
General  Dearborn  Says  to  Mr.  WijM>n,  « that  it  «« 
undoubtedly  intended  to  make  you  reasonable  ftHof- 
ancea  fer  any  unforeseen  and  unavoidable  expeosef  ^ 
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li^bt  become  necewary  lor  cAnying  into  efitct  toch 
%Tta  of  your  contract  as  related  to  new  posts  that 
li^bt  be  established  within  the  limits  of  your  contract 
i  Ltoulsiana.'*  This  letter  is  dated  the  26th  of  April, 
Bll.  In  the  other  letter  General  Dearborn  informs 
[r.  Eustij  "  that  each  of  the  posts  in  Louisiana,  indad- 
ig  New  Orleans,  might  be  considered  as  new  posts** 
l&as  the  petitioner  claims  extra  compensation  for  the 
applies  fomiahed  by  him  at  all  the  military  posts  in 
•ouisiana,  upon  the  allegation  that,  in  fambhing 
lezn,  he  encountered  "unforeseen  and  unavoidable 
zpenaea." 
To  eoatain  this  allegation,  the  petitioner  has  adduced 
Tariety  of  documents  which  satisfy  the  committee, 
timt,  in  executing  his  contract,  he  was  subjected  to  in- 
onveniences,  and  must  have  incurred  expenses  not 
>reeeen  at  the  date  of  the  contract.  Supplies,  in  ad- 
mnce,  for  a  much  Ipnger  period  than  that  mentioned 
a  the  contract  were  required,  and,  as  the  petitioner  as- 
ertsy  without  the  stipulated  notice.  The  petitioner,  it 
ppe«n»  was  oopsequently  compelled  to  procure  the 
nppUes  at  high  prices  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
daces  where  they  were  wanted,  whilst,  in  a  regular 
course  of  supply,  he  would  have  had  time  to  have  got 
arovieions  fifom  the  Western  countiy,  where  they  were 
iheep.  The  sudden  augmentations  and  diminutions 
tf  the  detachments  for  Orleans  Territory,  are,  more- 
>Ter,  affirmed  by  the  petitioner  to  have  been  causes  of 
embarrassment  and  unforeseen  expense. 

Tour  committee,  after  a  ihll  examination  of  the  sub- 
led,  are  of  opinion  that  the  petitioner  is  entitled  to 
lome  additional  compensation,  to  be  adjusted  by  the 
icoDonting  officers  of  the  Department  of  War,  upon 
luch  evidence  as  may  be  produced  by  the  petitioner. 
They»  therefore,  ask  leave  to  report  a  bill  for  his  relief. 

ARMUfG  THE  MILITU. 

The  House-  resumed  the  eoosrderatioD  of  the 
bill  for  armiog  the  militia ;  when,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  MiLNOR,  an  amendment  was  made  td  that 
KciioD  of  the  bill  which  inflicts  a  penalty  on  the 
representative  of  any  deceased  militiaman  im- 
properly witthhoiding  his  arms. 

Mr.  M.  Clat  stated  that  he  jwieTdaj  voted  in 
fayor  of  an  amendment  to  the  biil^  leaving  it  with 
the  respective  States  or  Territories  to  distribute 
the  arms  provided  by  this  bill,  in  such  manner  as 
ihey  may  direct.  He  now  wished  to  have  that 
vote  reconsidered,  and  moved  to  that  effect. — The 
yeas  and  nays  were  called  upon  the  question. 

Mr.  Laoock  observed,  that  as  this  was  an  im- 
portant qoestioo,  upon  which,  perhaps,  the  fate  of 
the  bill  depended,  he  could  wish  to  have  it  decide 
ed  ia  a  foliar  House;  there  being  barely  a  quo* 
rum  of  members  present.  He,  therefore,  moved 
that  the  House  adjourn.— Carried. 


Monday,  February  17. 

Mr.  MoRROw,^from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  presented  a  bill  ffiving  a  further  tim« 
for  registering  claims  to  lands  in  the  western  dis- 
trict of  the  Territory  of  Orleans;  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  CommUtee  of  the 
Whole  on  Thursday  neit. 

Mr.  KiMO,  from  the  committee  appointed  the 
7th  instant,  presented  a  bill  to  authorize  John 
Rutherfordj  of.  the  State  of  North  Qaroiioa,  to 


bring  into  the  United  States  certain  slaves  there- 
in named ;  which  was  read  twice  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  on  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

INCREASE  OF  REVENUE. 

Mr.  J^ACON,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  made  a  report  in  refation  to  the  revenue 
neoessary  for  the  present  and  two  succeeding 
years,  accompanied  with  a  plan  for  raisinsr  the 
same;  which  was  read,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next.  There- 
port  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  having  tahen 
into  consideration  the  subject  of  the  revenue  and  ex- 
penditure of  the  United  States  for  the  present  and  two 
succeeding  years,  in  particular  reference  to  a  state  of' 
contemplated  war  during  a  greater  portion  of  that 
period,  ask  leave  to  report — 

That  the  ordinary  expenses  during  the  present  year, 
grounded  on  the  estimates  already  laid  before  Con- 
gress, are  estimated  as  follows*  viz : 
Expenses  oi  a  civil  nature  both  foreign 

and  domestic $1,260,000 

Army— exclusive  of  the  additional  mili- 
tary force  authorised  by  the  act  of  the 
,    present  session,  and  including  $32,800 
for  Uie  service  of  the  militia  ui  the 
years  1809,  1810,  and  1811        -        -        2,681,000 
Naval  Depaitment,  including  the  Ma- 
rine Corps        *        -        -    .    -        •        2,500/K)0 
Arsenals,  arms,  ordnance,  repairs  of  for- 
tifications, dec,  including  $200,000 
permanent  appropriations  for  the  pur- 
chase and  manufacture  of  arms  •  614,i000 
Indian  Department       ...        -  220,000 
Interest  on  the  pubUc  debt    -        -        -        2,225,000 

.        -     $0»400,000 


$8,200,000 
$1,200,000 


Total  ordinary  expenses 
That  the  actual  receipU  into  the  Trees- 
'  ury  during  the  same  year  are  estima- 
ted at       -       -       -       -       -       - 

Learang  a  deficit  in  the  receipts  of 

.  Which  deficit  may»  libwever,  be  paid  out  of  the 
moneys  remaiipng  in  the  Treasury  at  the  sloee  of  the 
Itot  jear,  leaving  a  sum  of  $1,3Q0»000  on  huid, 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  it  yrould  not 
be  prudent  under  existing  dicumstances,  further  to 
evMust 

That  the  extjraordinaiy  wtpenses  of  the  present  year 
alreedy  authorized  by  law,  or  which  by  bills  pending 
beibre  Congress  are  in  a  course  of,  authorization,  are 
as  follows,  viz: 
Ordnance  and  ordnance  stores,  camp 

equipage,  and  other  quartermaster's 

Siri        ......     $1,000,000 

Six  companies  of  mounted  rangers        •  108,762 

Additional  miliUry  force       -        -        -       5,112,5r0 
Repairing  vessels  out  of  commistf  on  and 

purchase  of  limber  for  naval  purposes  680,000 

Erection  of  additional  fortifications        -        1,000/)00 
Calling  out  c^rUin  corps  of  volunteers        1,000,000 


Total  extraordinary  expenses  say 


10,801,832 
$11,000,000 


The  whole  of  which  sum  it  is  necessary,  and  is^ac- 
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cordingly  proposed,  to  raise  by  loan,  confonn able  to  the 
bill  herewith  reported  by  the  committee.  | 
That  the  amount  of  the  principal  of  the  public  debt  • 
whieh  is  reimbHrseable  during  the  same  year,  con- 
sisting^ of  six   per   cent.,  deferred  and  oichanged 
stocks,  IB            -        ^         -         .         -      $2,135,000 
Ai^d  in  the  event  of  stocks  ftdling  below 
par  (thereby  imposing  upon  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  jinking  Fund  an  ob- 
ligation to  purchase  in  order  to  satisfy 
the  annual  appropriation  of  eight  mil- 
lions of  dollars  for  the  reduction  of  the 
public  debt)  may  amount  to  the  fur- 
ther tfum  of 3,640,000 


I  f-"V'i\i:  1  iiefi**'ienc>  to  be  providrj  frr 
hy  rd  lit'onal  rr^i  '^iirs  to  be  rccci\e<? 
tiu'in'*' tl.rit  v*ar,  uf  - 


J>. 


^^ 


Total  amount  of  the  principal  of  the  pub- 
lic debt  which  may  become  rcimbuna* 
.  ble  during  the  present  year 


$5,775,060 


$9,000,000 


Which  sum  it  ia  also  proposed  to  authorize  the 
Commiasionets  of  the  Sinking  Fund  to  borrow,  con- 
formable to  such  bill  as  may  hereafter  be  reported. 
That  the  ordinary  expensea  oi  Govem- 
ment  for  the  year  1813,  may  be  esti- 
mated  as  for  the   present  year,   >t 
about        ...... 

To  which  mutt  be  added  the  interest 
then  accruing  on  the  loan  proposed  to 
be  authorized  for  the  service  of  the 
preaent  year,  estimating  the  same  at 
six  per  centj  and  amounting  to 
Making  the  revenue  necessary  to  be  pro- 
vided, for  paying  the  ordinary  expen- 
sea, and  interest  on  loans  for  that 
year  (and  leaving  the  extraordinary 
expenses  of  the  year  also  to  be  provi- 
ded for  by  loans)       .... 

That  the  receipts  into  the  Trcasmy  from 
the  present  sources  of  revenue  during 
that  year,  calculating  on  a  state  of 
war  during  a  greater  portion  of  the 
present  year,  are  estimated  (conjecture 
ally)  at 


660/K)6 


9,660,000 


Leaving  a  deficieney  to  be  provided  for 
by  additional  revenues  to  be  received 
•    daring  that  year,  of  - 

Estnnating  the  ordinary  expenses  of  1814 
'  as  for  the  present  year,  at  about 

And  adding  the  interest  aceruing  on  the 
loan  proposed  for  the  present  year     • 

And  also  the  interest  then  aecruiog  on 
the  loan  which  in  all  probability  may 
be  necessary  to  cover  the  extraordi- 
nary expenses  of  1813,  and  whieh  it 
would  not  be  prudent  to  calculate  at 
less  than  eleven  millions   ... 

Making  the  revenue  necessary  to  be  pro- 
vided for  paying  the  ordinary  expen- 
ses and  interest  on  loans  for  that  year 
(and  leaving  the  extraordinary  ex* 
penses  of  the  year  also  to  be  provided 
for  by  loans)     -       -        -     .  - 

Estimating  the  receipts  into  the  Treas- 
ury from  the  present  sources  of  the 
revenue  during  that  year  at 


9,100,000 

6,560,000 

9,000,000 
660,000 


660,000 


10,820,000 

3,100,000 

I— ^— — I  ■  ■ 


UnJer  th:  •  [-/o.^pec'lve  view  of  the  financia! «  ■ 
of  the  Govt  riiuiciil,  it  bocanu*  iu  the  juilcn.ii.  ■. 
coicmittc.  I'liir  imperioue  duU.  ar^  well  iu  :^  •  :-.^ 
th?  oliK;;atIuns  incumbent  upon  liiem  I'rcrn  ibf  Z'^ 
trust  With  which  tlicy  were  clollifj,  aj  also  i:.  i 
ence  to  that  puriiou  of  the  ATesj^uge  of  the  i*r^  i  _ 
the  United  Stetes  which  had  been  upeciiiU'  xdwei 
their  consideration,  to  cuter  as  early  as  pusjji>l' 
a  system  of  ways  and  means  calculated  to  prj  ... 
revenue,  "sufficient  at  Iea:>t  lo  defray  the  orJj_y'i 
penses  of  Government,  and  to  pay  the  ii.tert^i  r.L. 
public  debt,  including  that  on  new  loans  wL.cb  ir 
he  authorized." 

Any  proviaion  falling  short  of  this  reqiu^* 
would,  in  the  opinio^  of  the  committee,  betraj  U;> 
providence  in  the  Government,  t(^udiog  to  impiirs 
general  character,  to  sap  the  foundations  of  its  crtlx 
and  to  enfeeble  its  ener:gies  in  the  prosecutioa  «  tk 
contest  into  which  it  may  soon  be  driven  in  de^sce: 
iu  unquestionable  rights,  and  for  the  repolaoo  ^  'a^ 
continued  and  most  aggravated  aggressions.  ^:^:* 
the  ruinous  system  of  relying  altogether  upoatb^c: 
of  loans,  for  defraying  not  only  the  extraordiain  e^ 
penditures  of  the  present  and  succeeding  years,  batu 
a  large  portion  both  of  the  ordinary  expenses  cf » 
Government,  and  the  interest  on  Une  public  d£i.<» 
eluding  that  on  new  loans,  be  sufiered  to  previij^iu 
no  ad<KtioQal  revenues  be  seasonably  provided,  i:«. 
result,  that  the  loans  which  it  may  be  necessa.^^ 
authorize  during  the.  year  1813,  most  amoaaiutf 
least  $17,560,000,  and  for  1814,  to  $18,2^.(M^;a 
operation  which  by  throwing  into  the  market  £d  b-? 
an  amount  of  stocky  accompanied  with  no  ade^ 
provision  for  paying  even  the  interest  aecraingoatei 
as  may  be  created,  but  relying  altogether  npM  ■ 
decressittg  ability  to  borrow  for  the  purpose  of  psj^f 
such  interest,  must  have  a  most  unfavorable  efect  cts 
the  general  price  of  public  stocks,  and  the  eonKqto 
terms  of  the  loans  themselves.  It  may  be  added  tb 
a  system  of  that  sort  would,  it  is  believed,  be  fi»2^« 
he  altogether  unprecedented  in  the  financial  hi^ta;?  ^ 
any  wise  and  regular  Government,  and  must,  if  ji^^ 
to,  produce,  at  no  distent  period,  that  general  sti^^ 
public  discredit  which  attended  the  national  fias^*' 
during  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  which  s^tN 
but  the  peculiar  eircumstences  of  the  country,  v^  ^ 
want  of  a  well  organised  and  efficient  Gofsnart 
during  the -period  of  that  Revolution,  could  at  ailjo^T 
To  have  withheld  from  the  public  view  a  &ireiF^ 
tion  of  the  probable  state  of  the  fiscal  concersf  of  n 
Goventment,  under  the  verj  first  pressure  of  vs* 
war,  or  to  have  deferred  submitting  to  the  Boost  ss^ 
a  system  as  in  the  opini|Ott  of  the  oonunittsewiiii- 
dispensable  to  place  the  revenues  of  the  oonniiyBp* 
a  basis  oommensuiato  with  the  public  exifoo* 
would,  in  their  judgment,  at  once  have  evinced  is  di 
eyes  of  foreign  nations  an  imbecility  of  action  ao^  j 
design,  the  tfhcU  of  which  must  be  too  obvioos  uN 
misteken.  And  as  it  regards  our  own  ooaotiy.  v»m 
have  indicated  a  policy  as  feeble  and  ahort-sigba^  * 
it  ipttst  have  been  considered  deceptive  and  disiagt^^ 
OUB — as  unworthy  the  rulers  of  a  free  and  ea!:f&^^*' 
nation,  as  in  ite  result  it  would  have  been  iboiKi  &» 
to  ite  intereste,  and  paralysing  to  all  its  efibrts.  ^'^ 
obvious  th«|  the  whole  mmoant  which  it  is  oseai'? 
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1. 


'n  O;i!..r'to  irvet  the  antlc'j/ateJ  I'^ricit  of  rov-  , 
r  .  'c'  cii.>'^;»..:  years,  is  indeed  "n^ooV^.-t-^  xAwu 

1  til-.-.  \vi<lj  tl^e  j>)p«l:ilion  aiid  wtalth  (»**l!ic  ■ 
.::;•;.  o.  villi  tlio  bun'.  Jis  laiJ  on  l^urovcnn  j 
.ly  :.l».ir  (.i  ivrrniacuts.*' 

'  i;!n  L'  -hvr  the  *' will  or  {\h\  ;'->;lilv"  of  tho  \ 
'  ''.i;  TJijitc'il  .Statvf.  to  bear  su<'!i  burtli-ns  as 
arc  :vi  iirf'ciis.ilvf  to  this  ciul,  would  be,  to  douhj  their  I 
(li?po.-;.lionV  to  liicol  Por'OUoly  tbe  contort  \yhifh  is  j)re-  I 
scntc'd  to  then),  niid  woiil'l  go  fur  to  prove  that  it  had  ^ 
better  not  huvu  been  attciiiptod. 

To  doubt  the  rcat3ine.sr.  of  the  Govornnirnt  to  bring 
"promptly  and  cljiciently '*  into  action  the  necessary 
resources  of  the  i^nlion,  would  he  to  c.'v.'-t  a  distrust 
over  the  sincerity  of  tho.-i*  plo<l:^es  whiih  ihey  have 
CO  recently  and  distinctly  p^iven  to  tire  world  in  that 
respect,  aud  would  imply  a  suspicion  of  their  firmness 
or  forecast  not  for  n  moment  to  be  enterlaine<l.    • 

For  a  more  fuil  and  distinct  elnridation  of  the  g^ne* 
nl  subject  which  it  has  become  the  duty  of  the  com- 
mittee to  present  to  the  House,  they  beg  leave  to  refer 
to  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  an- 
swer to  the  several  inquiries  made  of  him  by  their  order, 
and  wliich  has  heretofore  bee^  laid  before  the  House ; 
concurring  as  they  most  fully  do  in  the  general  opin- 
ion expressed -by  hhn,  *<That  what  appears  to  be  of 
Tjtal  importnnce  is,  that  the  crisis  should  at  once  be 
met  by  the  adoption  of  efficient  meftsures,  which  will 
with  certainty  provide  means  commensorate  with  the 
expense,  and  by  preserving  unimpaired  instead  of  abus- 
ing that  ptibfic  oredit  on  which  the  public  resources  so 
emineptly  depend,  will  enable  the  United  States  to 
persevere  in  the  content,  until  an  honorable  peace  ehall 
have  been  obtained.'^ 

It  is  then  proposed  by  the  committee)  that  the  ad- 
ditional revenue  which  will  be  necessary  "  to  defray 
the  ordinary  expense  of  Government,  and  to  pay  the 
interest  on  the  public  debt,  including  that  on  new 
loans  which  may  be  authorized,"  should  be  immedia-  ^ 
tely  provided  for  in  the  fallowing  modes,  vis: 

Ist.  AdditionaidutUs  of  impoaia  and  tonnage, 

1st.  An  increase  of  the  duties. now  payable  by  law  on 
imported  merchandise  calculated  to  yield  a  net  rev- 


enue of    -        -        ... 

2d.  A  further  retention  on  the  amount 
of  all  drawbacks  allowed  by  law  on 
the  exportation  of  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  eaiculated  to  yield  a  net 
revenue  of        -        -        - 

3d.  An  additional  tonnage  duty  on  Ama- 
lican  and  foreign  vessels,  calculated  to 
yield  a  net  revenue  of        -        -     .  • . 

4th.  A  duty  on  all  salt  imported,  calcu- 
lated to  yield  a  net  revenue  of  - 

Total  net  amount  of  revenue  estimated 
from  additional  duties  of  imposts  and 
tonnage    ------ 


$2^600,000 


100,000 

200^000 
400,000 

3.200,000 


3d.  A  duty  on  pilct  at  f»ucl'on  of  foreign 
pjprHt.in^lisc  and  of  v(  ss-  is.  calculated 
?o'jie!l  a  .f;;-0'-s  rev.- ni;r  nf  -         - 

•Itl:.  A  duly  on  a!!  Fuaar>  r-  J^iod  in  the 

rnjli-d    h^:a«<-.-.  c.il';u!;iltd  to  yield  a 

'  ;;;'is.^'  rt-vrnuo  of        -  -  -     "     - 

5th.  A  duty  on  carriages'  used  for  the 
conveyance  of  persons,  calculated  to 
yield  a  grosjs  revenue  of    -         -         - 

6th.  A  duty  on  various  instrumetits  of 
writing,  to  be  collected  by  means  of 
stamps,  calculated  to  yield  a  gross  rev- 
enue of     ------ 

Total  gross  amount  of  revenue  estima- 
ted from  internal  duties    •        -        - 

3rf.  Direci  tax. 

A  direct' tax  to  be  laid  and  appoitioned 
among  the  several  States  according  to 
the  rule  prescribed  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, gross  amount    .        -        -        - 

Total  gross  amount  estimated  to  be  re- 
ceived JTom  internal  duties  and  direct 
tax,  when  they  shall  be  effectually  or- 
ganized, (or  in  1814,)        .        -        - 

Deduct  expense  of  assessment,  collec- 
tion, and  losses,  at  about  15  per  cent. 

Net  amount  estimated  from  internal  du- 
ties and  direct  tax  for  1814 

Net  amount  estimated  from  additional 
duties  of  imposfJB  and  tonnage,  inter- 
nal duties,  and  direct  tax  for  1814 

But  which>  on  account  of  the  inefifcctual 
organizatian  of  the  internil  duties  and 
direct  iax  may  not  yield,  in  1813,  that 
amount  by  a  sum  of  -        -        - 

Leaving  the  net  amount  estimated  fot 
1813 


$150,000 


200,000 


150,000 


450,000 


1,725,000 


3,000,000 


4,725,000 
700,000 

4^025,000 

7,225,00b 

650,000 
6,575,000 


2<f.  Internal  dt^ies. 

1st.  A  duty  on  licenses  to  .distil  spirits  from  foreign 
and  domestic  materials,  calculated  to  yield  a  gross 
revenue  of       -        -        -        -        -        $275,000 

Sd.  A  duty  on  licenses  to  retailers  of  . 
wines,  spirits,  and  foreign  merchandise, 
including  tavern-keepers,  calculated  to 
yield  a  gross  fevenaa  9f     •        -        -  6d0,000 


And  for  this  purpose.the  Committee  Irecommelnd  to 
the  House  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions^ 
viz: 

I.' Resolved,  That  an  addition  of  one  hundred  |per 
cent,  be  made  to  the  several  rates  of  permanent  duties 
now  imposed  by  law  on  all  goods,  wares,  and  msT'- 
ohandise,  imported  into  the  United  States. 

2.  Resohed,  That  twenty-five  per  centum  be  t»* 
tained  on  all  the  drawbacks  sllowed  by  law  on  the  ex- 
portation of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  exported 
from  the  United  States. 

3.  Rewhedt  That  additional  tonnage  duties  be  Isid 
at  the  following  rates,  vk : 

1st.  On  all  vessels  licensed  for  the  coasting  trade  or 
fisheriea,  twenty  cents  per  ton  a  year. 

2d.  On  all  other  vessels  owned  by  citizens  6f  the* 
United  States,  twenty-five  cents  per  ton  on  ikb  entry 
of  the  vessel. 

3d.  On  all  foreign  vessels,  one  dollar  and  twenty- 
five  cents  per  ton  on  the  entry  of  the  vessel. 

4.  Resolved^  That  a  dntyof  twenty  cents  per  bushel 
be  laid  upon  all  salt  imported  into  the  United  States. 

5.  ReBolved,  That  duties  be  laid  on  licenses  to  dMl 
spirits,  at  the  following  rates,  viz : 

1st.  On  stilts  employed  in  distiUing  spiiitf  firom 
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foreign  materials,  at  the  rate  of  seTentj-fiTe  cents  per 
gallon  on  the  capacity  of  such  stills. 

2d..  On  Fttlls  tolely  employed  in  diatilling  apirits 
from  domestic  materials,  at  any  distillery  at  which 
there  are  one  or  more  stills  of  more  capacity  together 
than  one  hundred  and  fifty  gallons,  at  the  rate  of  fifty 
cents  per  gallon  on  the  capacity  of  such  stills. 

8d.  On  other  stills  solely  employed  in  distilling 
■pints  from  fruit,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  on  each 
still  a  year. 

4th.  On  other  stills  solely  employed  in  distilling 
spirits  from  any  domestic  materials,  at  the  rate  of  fif- 
teen dollars  on  each  still  s  year. 

6.  Rtsoived,  That  duties  be  laid  on  lioenses  to  re- 
tailers of  wines,  spirits,  and  iforeign  merchandise*  in- 
cluding tavern  keepers,  at  the  following  rates,  viz : 

If  in  cities,  towns,  or  callages,  containing  more  than 
one  hundred  &milies— 

1st  On  retailera  of  foreign  merchandise,  including 
wines  and  spirits,  twenty-five  dollars. 

2d,  On  retailers  of  wines  alone,  twenty  dollars. 

3d.  On  retailera  of  spirits  alone,  twenty  dollars. 

4th.  On  retailera  of  domestic  spirits  alonO)  fifteen 
doUara. 

5th.  On  retailers  of  foreign  merchandise  other  than 
wines  or  spirits,  fifteen  dollars. 

If  in  any  other  place  than  cities^'  towns»  or  villages;, 
containing  mora  than  one  hundred  families — 

1st*  On  retailera  of  foreign  merchandise,  including 
wines  and  spirits,  fifteen.  doUan. 

Sd.  On  retailera  of  wines  and  spirits,  fifteen  doUara. 

dd.  On  retailera  of  domestic  spirits  alone,  ten  dol- 
lara. 

4th.  On  retailera  of  foreign  merchandise  other  than 
wines  and  spirits,  ten  dollart}. 

7.  Resohfidt  That  duties  be  laid  on  sales  at  auction 
of  foreign  merchandise,  for  every  hundred  dollars  of 
the^pnrchase  money,  two  doUara ;  and  on  sales  at  auc- 
tion of  ships  or  vessels,  for  every  hundred  dollara  of 
the  purchase  money,  twenty-five  cents. 

8.  Re&olved,  That  a  duty  of  four  cejits  per  pound 
be  laid  on  all  sugara  refined  in  the  United  States,  al- 
lowing a  drawback  on  the  exportation  of  the  same. 

9.  Ruolvedf  That  duties  be  laid  on  carriages  used 
for  the  conveyance  of  persons,  at  the  l»Uowing  ntea: 

1st.  On  evety  coach,  chariot,  and  poetchaiso,  twen- 
ty-five dollara. 

2d.  On  evety  phaeton,  and  on  ewry  ootchoe,  hav- 
ing panel  work  in  the  upper  division,  thereof;  tii9%$k 
dollara. 

3d.  On  every  foa»*wheel  carriage  hanging  on  steel 
springs,  ten  dollars. 

4thi  On  vftTf  four-wheel  carriage  hanging  upon 
iron  or  wooden  springs,  and  on  every  two-wheel  car- 
riage, with  a  top,  or  hanging  on  st^l  or  iron  springs, 
five  dollars. 

6th.  On  every  other  four  or  two-wheel  carriage, 
three  dollara. 

10.  Resolved,  That  stamp  duties  be  laid  on  the  fol- 
lowing instruments  of  writing,  viz ; 

1st.  On  all  notes  payable  to  bearer  or  order,  iuued 
by  any  bank  or  bankers,  at  rates  on  an  average  of  one 
dollar  for  every  hundred  dollara,  with  an  ojstion  to 
pay,  in  lieu  thereof,  2^  per  centum  on  their  dividends. 

2(L  On  all  notes  of  hand,  above  fifty  dollars,  paya- 
ble to  bearer  or  order,  having  one  or  more  endorsen, 
at  an  average  of  five  cents  for  every  hundred  dollars. 

11.  Ret(Jked,  That  three  millions  of  dollara  be 
raised  by  a  ^ect  tax,  to  be  apportioned  among  tl^e 


I  several  States  agreeably  to  the  mle  preecribcd^  tk 
Constitution. 

12.  Resolved,  That  each  State  be  antboiiaed  ta  pr 
the  amount  of  its  quota  to  the  United  States,  vrifet 
deduction  of  fifteen  per  cent,  if  paid  before  the  tmta- 
ment  is  commenced,  and  of  seven  and  a  half  per  eeas. 
if  paid  before  the  tax  becomes  due. 

13.  Reeohed,  That  all  the  duties  above  euameniftL 
and  the  tax  aforesaid,  shall  be  laid  and  become  piti' 
ble  only  after  the  United  States  shall  have  becmefs- 
gaged  in  a  war  with  a  foreign  Bnropean  nstkn.  ? 
shall  have  authorited  the  issuing  of  letten  of  mts^ 
and  reprisal  against  the  subjects  of  sn^  natioo. 

14.  Seso/eed;  That  the  said  dnaea  and  tax  ^ 
continue  until  one  year  after  the  conclusion  of  pevc 
with  such  foreign  nation  and  no  longer. 

Mr.  Bacon,  from  the  eominitcee,  then  prett&iei 
a  bill  aathoriziog  a  loan  for  a  sam  not  exceedi&^ 
—  millions  of  dollars ;  which  was  twice  reu 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Wbokoe 
Monday* 

THE  MILITIA. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  i< 
bill  for  arming  the  militia  of  the  United  Susei 
when  Mr.  Clay's  motioa,  made  to  reconsider  itr 
amendment  which  had  been  agreed  to,  puuiog  ■'. 
in  the  power  of  the  respectiye  Stales  to  distri^^ , 
the  arms  as  they  thought  proper,  came  noder  &~ 
cQssion.  li  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Macvj 
SuiLiB.  Stow,  Fisk,  and  Little,  and  oppb^ei 
by  Messra.  Robbrtb,  Tallmadge.  WiDom 
Hbea,  and  McCot. 

It  was  argued  in  favor  of  a  recoosideraiic^ 
that  this  amendment  might  defeat  the  object  d 
the  bill,  which  was  to  pat  arms  into  the  baodsb! 
every  young  man  when  he  attained  the  a^c: 
eighteien ;  th«t  this  amendment  placed  it  in  (^ 
power  of  the.  State  Legislatures  to  lay  up  'ie 
arms  in  an  armory,  or  to  put  them  into  the  baDd> 
of  a  farored  partv ;  instead  of  arming  the  naikt, ' 
the  arms  might  be  locked  up.  from  the  people;  ii 
would  be  arming  the  Groveroment  against  'M 
people,  aad  not  placing  the  people  in  a  sitaatie:  i 
to  defend  themselves  against  any  oppression  vii^ 
which  they  might  be  menaeed  (rom  whaier^i 
quarter  it  might  come.    Allusions  were  ma^ru 
the  period  when  McPherson's  3bie§  ibresteaeii  | 
the  neaee  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  toOt 
Embargo  times,  in  order  to  show  that  the  arft' 
would  he  safer  in  the  hands  of  the  people  tbas 
laid  up  in  armories  by  the  States. 

Against  the  reconsideration  if  was  conteoM  i 
that  the  respective  State  Legislatures  migiit 
safely  be  trusted  with  the  power  of  distribotiiB; 
these  arms;  that  they  never  could  be  supposH  tc 
become  the  oppressors  of  the  people,  since  tbef 
were  annually  elected  by  the  people ;  ibat  Jk 
probability  was,  that  they  would  distribute  the 
arms  among  the  citizens  in  such  a  mioDer  is 
each  State  would  deem  best  calculated  to  reD^et 
the  militia  efficient.  As  to  tbe  instances  of  lo* 
proper  conduct  in  a  small  number  of  indiridaals 
alluded  to,  no  danger  could  ever  be  apprebeB(!^4 
from  such  momentary  delusions. 

The  question  for  reconsideration  was  iktp- 
dved— yjeas  d2,  s^ys  62,  as  follo#«: 
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YsAs — WmU  Alston,  hui,,  William  Andenon,  Bar- 
ell  BasMtt,  WiUiam  W.  Bibb,  WilHam  BlacUedge, 
)hii  C.  Calhoan,  Langdon  Cheres,  Matthew  Ciaj, 
uneB  Cochran,  William  Crawford,  JoMph  D«aha, 
imuel  Dinjunoor,  James  Fisk,  Meshaek  Franklin, 
homaa  Ghokon^  Peterson  Gdbdwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green, 
elix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hail,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob 
11%,  Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King,  Peter  Little, 
filliam  Lowndes,  PTathai^l  Maeon,  George  C.  Max- 
^1,  Thomas  Moore,  Archibald  McBry^,  Samuel 
cKee,  Arunah  Met^f,  James  Morgan,  Hugh  Nel- 
o,  Stephen  Onnsby,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Picken% 
iffles  Pleasants,  jr.,  Wm.  M.  Richardson,  Henry  M. 
idgely,  Samuel  Ringgold,  Jno.  Roane,  Ebeneser  Sage, 
homas  Sammons,  £benezer  Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw, 
)bn  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Silas  Stow, 
niliam  Strong,  Robert  Wright,  and  David  R.  Wil- 
ims.  ' 

Nats — StevenjSon  Ar^et,  John  i3aker,  Pavid  Bard, 
bijah  Bigelow,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breckenridge, 
lijah  Brigham,  William  A.  Burwell,  William  Butler, 
paphroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Lewis 
ondit,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  Roger  Davis,  Elias 
arle,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  AsC  Fitch,  Thos. 
.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Edwin  Gray,  Obed 
(alt,  Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Abner  Laeock,  Lyman 
aw,  Joseph  Lefever,  Robt.  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Aaron* 
yie,  William  McCoy,  Alexander  McKim,  James  Mil* 
vsj  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathain 
.  Moseley,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thos. 
'ewton,  Willtam  Piper,  Timothy  Pitkin,  Jan.,  Ben- 
mia  Pond,  Elisha  It  Potter,  William  Reed,  John 
hea,  Jonathan  Roberts,  William  Rodman.  John  Se- 
er, Adam  Seybert,  Daniel  Shefiey,  Richajd  Stan- 
trd,  Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Tag- 
irt,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Urx  Tracv,  George  M. 
roup,  Charles  Turner,  junior,  Pierre  Van  Coitlandt, 
inior,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  Robt.  White- 
til,  William  Widgery,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

Mr.  Williams  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
dding  a  proviso  to  the  amendment  above  al- 
ided  to :  ^'Provided  such  directions  shall  not 
DQtravene  the  provisions  cootained  in  the  first 
action  of  this  act."  [Which  directs  that  every 
iiizen  arriving  at  the  age  of  eighteen  shall  be 
ut  in  possession  of, a  stand  of  arms.] 

This  motion  was  negatived — yeas  54,  nays  55r 

s  follows : 

YsA»-~- Willie  Alston,  junior,  WiUiam  Andersoa, 
nrwell  Baasett,  WUliam  W.  Bibb,  WilUam  Black- 
dge,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  Matthew 
ky,  James  Cochran,  WilUam  Crawfi^d,  Joseph  De- 
la,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  James  Fisk,  Meshaek  Frank- 
D,  Thomas  Gholson,  Isaiah  L^  Green,  Boiling  Hall, 
Ibed  Hall,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hufty,  Joseph  Kent, 
i^ilUam  R.  King,  Joseph  Lefever,  Peter  Little,  Wil- 
am  Lowndes,  Nathaniel  MacOn,  George  C.  Maxwell, 
liomas  Moere,  Samuel  McKee,  Arunah  Metcalf,  J  as. 
[organ,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Stephen 
irmsby,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  William  Pi- 
er, James  Pleasants,  jun.,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Wm.  M. 
ichardson,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Samuel  Ringgold, 
ohn  Roane,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  SamC 
haw,  John  Smilie,  George  Sknith,  John  Smith,  Rich- 
rd  Stanlbrd,  Silas  Stow,  William  Strong,  David  R. 
Vrmiams,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Njltb — Stevenson  Archer,  Ezeldel  Bacon,  John 
iaker,  David  Bard,  James  Breekenridge,  Elijah  Brig- 
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ham,  William  A.  Burwell,  Willia;n  Butler,  Epaphro- 
ditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Lewis  Condity 
John  Davenporti  jun.,  Roger  Davis,  WilUam  Ely.,  Jas. 
Emott,  WUliam  Findley,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Golid, 
Chtfles  Goldsborough,  Felix  Grundy,  Richard  Jack«< 
son,  Jan.,  Abner  Laeock,  Lyman  Law,  Joeeph  Lewis, 
jun.,  Aaron  Lyle,  WUliam  McCoy,'  Alexander  Me- 
Kiffl,  James  MUnor,  Samuel  L.  MitchUl,  Jonathan  O. 
Moseley,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Timo- 
thy Pitkin,  jun.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Qulncy, 
WilUam  Reed,  John  Rhea,  Jonathan  Roberts,  WUUam 
Rodman,  Thomas  Sammons,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Sey- 
bert, Daniel  Sheffey,  Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Stuigea, 
Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy, 
.  George  M«  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Laban  Whea- 
ton, Leonard  White,  Robert  WhitehUl,  Wm.  Widgery, 
and  Thomas  Wilson. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  B.  Hall,  to 
amend  the  section  hj  adding  to  the  end  (hereof, 
the  following  provisio: 

**Providedt  That  the  regulations  made  by  any  State 
or  Territory  shall  not  extend  further  than  to  cause  tho 
arms  to  be  taken  care  of;  jand,  from  time  to  time,  to 
cause  the  same  to  be  rep^red  and  put  in  complete 
•order." 

Before  a  question  wa»  taken  on  this  amend- 
ment, the  Hou^e  adjourned. 


TuESOAT,  February  18. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thos. 
Orr;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whple  on  Monday  next« 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  *'  making  appro- 
priations for  the  sapport  of  an  additional  mili- 
tary force;*'  and  the  amendment  being  read,  was 
concurred  in  by  the  HoUse. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  under  the  direction  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  to  purchase  of  Wins- 
low  Lewis  his  patent  right  for  a  new  mode  of 
lighting  light-houses ;  which,  being  amended,  and 
an  appropriation  of  ^60,000  made,  the  bill  was 
reported  to  the  House,  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

PROVISIONAL  ARMY. 

Mr.  PoBTB^R,  agieeabiy  to  notice,  offered  to  xht 
House  the  following  resolution : 

Resohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  pre- 
pare and  report  a  bill  authorising  the  jnresident  of  the 
United  States  to  engage,  commission,  and  organize  a 
provisional  military  force  of  twenty  thousand  men,  in 
addition  to  the  force  already  authorized  by  law. 

The  House  agreed  to  consider  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Porter  said,  that  the  resolution  did  not 
describe  very  definitely  the  species  of  force  pro- 
posed to  be  raised.  He  had  purposely  couched  it 
10  broad  and  general  terms,  to  prevent  any  em- 
barrassment to  the  committee,  should  one  be  ap- 
pointed, whose  duty  it  would  be  to  prepare  the 
bill.  He  would,  however,  submit  to  the  House, 
more  minutely  his  own  views  in  making  the  pro- 
position.   His  object  was  to  provide  a  force  sim* 
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ilar  to  the  oae  proposed  to  be  raised  by  the  first 
Toluoteer  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations,  aod  which  no  fortunately,  in  his 
opinion,  had  been  abandoned  for  one  of  a  differ<- 
ent  description.  His  wish  was  to  raise  a  tempo- 
rary force  for  immediate  service,  and  applica- 
ble to  any  military  object  which  the  Govern- 
Cient  mijsbt  feel  disposed  to  accomplish  before  the 
Atroy  of  25,000,  whose  formation  wo  old  be  n^ 
cessarily  tardy,  could  be  prepared  for  effective 
service.  He  wished  to  hold  out  an  invitation  to 
the  enterprising  young  men  who  compose  the 
volunteer  militia,  whoalreadv  possess  some  know- 
ledge of  military  tactics;  and  who.  from  patriotic 
motives,  will  cheerfully  offer  their  services  for  a 
short  period  and  for  a  definite  object ;  but  who 
will  not  submit  to  the  drtidgery  of  a  camp  for 
five  years.  He  wished  it  to  be  distinctly  under- 
stood, that  his  object  was  to  make  the  services  of 
the  proposed  corps  contingent — not  to  be  employed 
unless  in  the  opinion  of  the  Executive  they  should 
be  necessary,  and  not  to  be  paid  except  when  in 
actual  service.  This  would  prevent  any  unne- 
cessary expense  to  the  Government. 

Mr.  P.  hoped  his  proposition  would  be  met  in 
the  same  spirit  ofxandor  in  which  it  was  offered. 
He  was  satisfied  that  on  the  success  of  this  or 
some  similar  measure,  the  lives  and  fortunes  of 
many  of  his  immediate  constituents,  aod  of  many 
other  good  jpeople  of  the  United  States,,  were,  in 
the  event  of  a  war  with  Great  Britain,  suspended. 
If  we  could  repose  any  confidence  in  our  own  acts 
and  declarations,  we  had  already  brought  our- 
selves to  the  verge  of  sirch  a  war^  and  Great  Brit- 
ain is  by  this  time  fully  apprized  of  our  intentions. 
What  would  be  her  course  of  conduct  on  the  oc- 
casion ?  Would  she  remain  supine  and  inactive, 
and  suffer  her  territories  to  be  wrested  from  her| 
and  her  subjects  butchered,  without  making  ajo 
effort  at  resistance?  No,  this  was  not  the  char- 
acter of  our  enemy.  In  the  numerous  wiirs  in 
which  she  had  been  engaged,  she  had  rarely  been 
known  to  give  the  second  blow.  And  if  we  con- 
tinued to  go  on  preparing  for  war  in  the  good  na- 
tured.  desultory  way  we  had  hitherto  pursued,  he 
greatly  feared  that,  by  and  bye,  and  when  we  least 
expect  it,  we  shall  receive  a  stroke  which  this  na- 
tion may^  long  have  occasion  to  lament;  and  for 
which,  if  justly  imputable  to  our  tardiness  and 
indecision,  we  could  never  be  forgiven*  He  would 
not  accuse  any  honorable  miember  of  apathy  to 
the  interests  ot  the  nation,  but  he  feared  we  did 
not  realize,  as  we  ought,  the  highly  critical  situa- 
tion in  which  our  measures  had  placed  it.  The 
business  of  making  war  was  not  to  be  trifled  with ; 
it  was  time  we  should  understand  each  other. 
Mr.  P.  said  he  had  not  the  honor  to  be  distinguish- 
ed for  making  high-toned  war  speeches.  He 
confessed  that  it  was  not  without  hesitation  and 
reluctance  that  he  had  brought  himself  to  con 
sent  that  the  nation  should  abandon  its  present 
peaceful,  and,  in  many  respects,  prosperous  con- 
dition, for  the  uncertainties  of  war.  But  having, 
in  common  as  be  trusted,  with  a  large  majority 
of  the  House,  satisfied  himself  that  there  was  jio 
other  course  to  pursue  consis^ntly  with  the  es- 


sential rights  and  interests  of  an  iodepesdeot  si- 
tion,  he  was  disposed  to  commence  aod  prosecsu 
war.  in  the  only  way  in  which  war  coold  be  $6^ 
cessfully  prosecuted,  with  vigor  and  decision.  If 
this  course  bad  not  been,  or  should  doi  be  parsiti 
the  responsibility  would  not  rest  upon  bis  s6«i- 
ders. 

Mr.  P.  said  he  felt  it  his  doty,  unpletsaBlisk 
was,  to  repel  a  charge  which  had  been  madeasaa^c 
one  description  of  the  members  of  the  Hoia 
and  in  which  he  might  be  supposed  tobeifflpL- 
cated.  It  had  been  more  than  once  iDsiooti?L 
that  the  members  from  the  interior  are  most  eaf! 
for  war,  because  they  would  be  least  expos^': 
its  calamities.  The  remark  might  have  beeaK 
ter  spared.  It  was,  as  to  himself  at  least,  vhi.f 
without  foundation.  His  residence  was  acl 
Niagara  river,  directly  opposite  tothepoioivk! 
the  whole  of  the  physical  force  of  Upper  Caui 
was  concentrated.  He  lived  within  reacii  of  tht 
guns  of  a  British  fort ;  and  no  aian,  io  propcni:: 
to  what  he  had  to  risk,  would  put  more  i:  k 
ard  than  himself  in  the  conflict  whichistoeoMe 
He  would  say,  too,  (not,  however,  by  warofbef- 
ging  quarters  from  the  Canadians,  forbesh^s^l 
never  do  that,)  that  he  had  many  valuable  iM 
in  Canada-rmen  with  whom  he  was  in  babiu^i 
almost  d^ily  intercourse,  aod  for  whom  be  ea»- 
tained  the  warmest  regard.  These  men  knef 
that  the  course  which  he  was  pursuing  i&;i'* 
House,  in  relation  to  Great  Britain,  did  ooi  pr> 
ceed  from  hostility  to  them^  nor  to  the  pec^ 
of  the  Canadas;  but  that  it^as  dictated  byi' 
same  love  for  the  honor  and  prosperity  of  v 
country,  which  they  felt  for  theirs,  and  wiit% 
feeling  which  he  should  be  unworthy  of  u 
friendship.  Under  such  circumstances  a  n' 
would  be  peculiarly  distressing  to  him,  as  Tell:' 
account  of  the  exposed  situation  of  himself  i: 
friends  within  the  United  States,  as  of  tboss 
Cai^&dn^  and  with  whom  it'would  brio^  biQ* 
collision.  But  he  should  feel  himself  aoTcnst 
the  confidence  of  his  country,  if  he  could  ss?? 
such  considerations  to  govern  him  io  a  ^reaiqin^ 
tion  involving  the  vital  rierhts  of  the  natioD.  p 
safety  of  himself  and  his  constituents  was  bsi- 
tomed  on  this  belief,  that,  in  case  war  is  iB^i^^ 
pensablei  it  will  be  promptly  undertakes,  ai^j 
speedily  terminated ;  that  it  will  be  honorablr.fl 
the  same  time  that  it  is  vigoroosly  coodocie^ 
and  that  it  will  not  be  disgraced  by  the  sard 
barbarities  and  petty  depredations,  which  tooom 
characterize  the  wars  carried  oo  along  tbei^^ 
ders  of  neighboring  and  hostile  nations. 

Our  professed  object,  at  the  outset  of  thevirj 
was  to  attack  the  British  provinces;  and  hertM 
was  ready  to  agree,  the  enemy  was  mostroiwrj 
ble  to  our  power.  What,  then,  he  would  ask  tb^ 
House,  as  practical  men,  was  the  best  coarse :] 
pursue  to  attain  this  object  with  the  least  su"-] 
fice  to  ourselves?  He  possessed  some  knowl^^d 
of  the  situation  and  strength  of  the  C^Q^n 
whioh  he  bad  derived,  partly  from  persooil^] 
servation,  and  partly  from  the  informsiioo  of  n 
spectable  men  who  reside  there.  The  Bn'-' 
have  about  five  thousand  regular  troops  ia  Q^\ 
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ec,  coD&oed  ezclasi^ely  to  the  defence  of  that 
)rtress«  These  they  dare  not  march,  in  case  of 
rar,  to  any  distance  from  doebec,  lest  their  re- 
reat  should  be  intercepted  by  a  force,  which  coald 
Iways  be  raised  and  sent  in  from  the  New  Eoff- 
md  States,  on  a  few  dap'  notice.  They  couFd 
ppose  no  obstacle  to  the  subjugation  of  the  upper 
oaotry.  Independently  of  Quebec  they  had  not 
lore  than  two  thousand  or  three  thousand  regu- 
ir  troops  in  both  the  Caoadasy  and  these  dispers- 
d  07er  a  country  as  many  miles  in  extent  as 
lere  were  numbers  of  men.  They  bad  no  form- 
lable  fortifications.  Most  of  the  efficient  force 
ley  could  oppose  to  us,  consisted  in  a  raw  and 
odisciplined  militia  of  about  twenty  thousand, 
'ho  were,  in  every  respect,  inferior  to  our  own ; 
iferior  in  arms  and  equipments,  inferior  in  dis- 
ipline,  and,  he  might  well  say,  inferior  in  national 
)irit.  No  reinforcement  could  be  thrown  in  until 
le  St.  Lawrence  becomes  navisable,  which  will 
e  about  the  last  day  of  May ;  and  we  might  safely 
ilculate  that  no  troops  would  reach  the  upper 
Duntry  before  the  first  of  July.  Would  it  not, 
leo  be  wise,  (if  our  object  really  were  to  occupy 
le  Canadas,)  would  it  not  be  a  saving  of  blood 
ad  treasure  to  calculate  on  an  invasion  before 
le  time  we  bad  mentioned?  We  should  all 
^ree  that  it  would ;  but,  he  would  ask  whether 
e  had  made  any  effectual  provision  for  enabling 
le  President  to  lake  such  a  course  1  We  must 
:tack  Canada,  if  at  all,  with  regular  troops  or 
dluoteers,  or  both.  When. he  spoke  of  regular 
oops  in  contradistinction  to  volunteers,  he  meant 
f  the  foriner,  men  on  lon^  enlistments,  who  make 
le  profession  of  arms  their  regular  business  ;  and, 
f  the  latter,  men  engaged  for  a  short  period  and 
»r  a  definite  object,  although,  strictly  speaking, 
(cy  were  both  regular  troops  and  both  volun- 
ers.  We  had  been  told  bj  some  gentlemen,  that 
le  only  proper  force  for  this  purpose  was  an  army 
^  regular  troops ;  (hat  they  were  more  effective 
lan  volunteers ;  that  it  would  be  a  wanton  waste 
'the  best  blood  of  the  country  to  send  volunteers 
1  such  a  service.  He  was  ready  to  agree  that  reg- 
ar  troops  were  better  than  volunteers ;  but  had 
e  got  them  ?  'We  have  passed  a  law  to  raise 
renty-five  thousand  regular  troops^  but  no  rea- 
nable  man  would  say  that  they  could  be  all 
ised  in  time  to  eflfect  any  important  service 
iring  the  present  year.  The  officers  were  not 
it  appointed.  The  men  were  to  be  recruited  in 
'ery  part  of  the  United  States,  from  Maine  to 
eorgia  and  Tennessee,  and  it  would  require  some 
onths,  after  their  enlistment,  to  collect  them  to- 
|iher,  and  march  them  to  some  common  place 
'  rendezvous,  on  the  eaemy's  lines.  The  ques 
3n  is  not,  then,  the  abstract  one,  whether  reeu- 
r  iroops  are  better  than  volunteers ;  but  whether 
is  better  to  attack  Canada  with  volunteers, 
hile  we  have  nothing  to  oppose  us  but  militia, 
eatiy  inferior  to  our  own ;  or  whether  it  will 
t  better  to  delay  a  year,  and  then  make  the  in- 
ision  with  regular  troops,  when  we  shall  be  met 
)t  only  by  regular,  but  by  highly  disciplined 
iteran  troops,  every  way  superior  to  ours,  and 
ey,  too,  aided  by  an  improved  militia,  and  the 


fortifications  which  this  lapse  of  time  #ill  have 
given  them  an  opportunity  to  erect.  During  this 
interval,  too,  we  should  be  exposed  to  the  miseries 
of'a  savage  war  along  our  Western  frontiers ;  and, 
on  the  North,  to  the  predatory  irruptions  of  the< 
Canadians. 

Mr.  P.  said,  that  he  had  never  entertained  any 
doubts  on  this  subject ;  and,  although  he  profess- 
ed no  skill  as  a  military  roan,  he  could  not  hesi- 
tate in  giving  an  opinion  as  to  the  course  we 
ought  to  pursue.  Let  us,  said  he,  raise  fifteen  or 
twenty  thousand  volunteers  in  the  Northern  and 
Eastern  States.  They  may  be  easily  obtained  in 
companies,  already  associated,  armed  and  discip- 
lined, and  ready  to  take  the  field  by  the  middle  of 
May.  To  these  let  us  add  six  or  eight  thousand 
regular  troops,  or  whatever  number  of  the  twenty- 
five  thousand  that  shall  then  have  been  imbodied* 
With  this  armr  we  may  overrun  Canada,  with 
the  exception  of  duebec,  in  a  few  weeks.  Let 
the  army  descend  to  some  point  on  the  St.  Law- 
rence between  Montreal  and  Cluebec;  there  let 
a  military  post  be  established,  and  the  regular 
troops  stationed;  there  the  soldiers  may  have  time 
to  become  dexterous  artillerists,  and  the  officers 
practical  engineers.  And,  when  they  shall  have 
acquired  a  competent  degree  of  skill  and  science 
in  their  profession,  and  have  been  joined  bv  other 
regular  troops,  they  naay  proceed  at  their  leisure, 
to  the  siege  and  reduction  of  Cluebec.  As  re- 
spects the  injury  to  our  enemy,  Q,uebec  were  bet- 
ter in  their  hands  than  in  ours.  When  its  com- 
munication with  the  interior  is  cut  off,  the  value 
of  the  Canadas  will  be  lost  to  the  British,  and 
Cluebec  can  only  be  supported  a^  the  immense 
expense  of  sending  provisions  from  Europe.  In 
the  meantime,  the  volunteers  may  be  detached 
from  the  Army,  go  into  the  New  England  States, 
be  there  reinforced,  and  proceed  to  the  attack  ot 
Halifax  and  the  Eastern  provinces.  The  danger 
suggested  the  other  day  bV  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  (Mr.  Troup)  of  proceeding  to 
Halifax,  before  the  reduction  of  duebec,  does  not 
exist.  The  militar^r  maxim,  that  an  enemv's 
post  is  not  to  be  left  in  your  rear,  does  not  apply. 
The  distance  between  those  places  is  so  great,  the 
country  so  rugged,  barren,  and  inhospitable,  that 
it  would  be  next  to  impossible  to  march  an  army 
from  one  place  to  the  other.  Beside,  the  garrison 
at  Q,uebec  would  be  always  kept  in  check  by  our 
army  stationed  above  it.  During  the  whole  of 
this  time,  the  recruiting  service  would  go  on  to 
supply  the  places  of  the  volunteers,  portions  of 
whom  would  be  successively  dismissed,  until  the 
whole  army  would  be  converted  into  regular 
troops.  '       ^ 

If  he  was  not  greatly  deceived  as  to  the  spirit 
and  inclinations  of  the  Northern  people,  there 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  any  number 
of  volunteers  that  might  be  required,  on  the  short- 
est notice.  If  the  State  of  New  York  stood  alone, 
unconnected  with  her  sister  States,  and  felt  the 
same  disposition  to  take  Canada,  which  we  pro- 
fess to  feel,  she  would  have  invited  out  her  militia 
and  reduced  it  in  about  half  the  time  we  have 
been  talking  about  making  preparations  co  do  it 
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New  York  and  Vermont  will  furDish  the  requisite 
number  of  men,  if  you  will  fairly  give  them  the 
inyitation.  They  are  ready  to  offer  their  patri- 
otic services  to  the  Gk>vernment  for  this  enter- 
prise; but  they  will  not  become  slaves  to  the  Army 
lor  five  years, 

But,  said  Mr.  P.,  the  question  in  this  House 
was  not  so  much  whether  volunteers  were  the 
proper  force  to  commence  the  war,  as  it  was  how 
we  were  to  avail  ourselves  of  ibeir  services? 
Some  gentlemen  were  of  opinion  that  they  could 
not  be  marched  out  of  the  United  States,  for  the 

f purposes  of  offensive  war,  in  the  character  of  mi- 
itia.  but  that  they  must  be  organized  as  regular 
or  federal  troops.  Other  gentlemen  were  of  ojpin- 
ion,  that  they  might  be  marched  out  as  militia. 
And  those  who  held  the  latter  opinion,  were  again 
divided  as  to  the  grounds  upon  which  they  sup- 
ported it. 

His  honorable  friend  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Cbeveb,)  in  his  very  ingenious  argument  on  ^he 
volunteer  bill,  had  not  only  most  skilfully,  but, 
he  was  fearful,  too  successfully,  contended  that 
Congress  have  the  risht  to  coerce  the  militia  into 
foreign  service.  Others  denied  that  they  could 
be  legally  compelled  into  service,  but  insisted 
that  they  might  be  employed  under  a  voluntary 
contract.  Mr«  P.  said,  he  bad  given  his  opinion 
on  this  subject  at  an  early  stage  of  the  debate  on 
the  volunteer  bill ;  and  all  he  had  heard  or  seen 
since  had  only  tended  to  confirm  his  opinion,  that 
militia  cannot  be  employed  under  the  Federal 
Governiaent  in  foreign  war.  After  the  able  dis- 
cussion which  the  question  had  undergone^  he 
could  hardly  hope  to  add  anything  to  influence 
the  sentiments  of  the  House.  But,  as  the  ques- 
tion was  all-important  in  deciding  on  the  proposi- 
tion he  had  just  submitted — as  the  adequacy  of 
the  forces  already  raised,  and,  of  course,  the  ne- 
cessity of  an  additional  one,  must  depend  wholly 
on  the  question,  whether  the  militia  volunteers 
can  be  marched  to  Canada,  he  would  make  a  few 
remarks  on  some  of  the  extraorcinary  proposi- 
tions that  had  been  advanced  on  this  subject  as 
Constitutional  doctrines. 

The  positions  advanced  in  the  argument  of  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  if  fie  had  rightly 
understood  them,  were  these:  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  partakes  of  the  two- 
fold character  of  a  federal  and  national  govern- 
ment ;  that,  in  some  of  its  features,  it  is  federal, 
or  «  government  of  States,  operating  indirectly 
upon  the  persons  and  property  of  the  citizens 
through  the  agency  of  the  State  authorities,  and, 
in  other  features  strictly  national,  operating  di- 
rectly upon  the  people;  that  the  system  of  na- 
tional defence  a|^afnst  domestic  insurrection  and 
foreign  invasion,  intended  to  be  attained  by  means 
of  tbe  militia,  as  provided  by  the  Constitution, 
exhibits  a  federal  view  of  our  Government,  and  is 
a  system  confined  exclusively  to  a  time  of  peace ;, 
that,  in  time  of  war,  the  Government  assumes  a 
national  character  as  to  all  the  operations  and  pur- 
poses of  the  war ;  that  Congress  have  the  sole 
power  to  declare  and  wage  war,  and  that  this 
power  involves  a  right  to  the  persons  and  prop- 


erty of  the  citizens- for  the  purpose  of  eondaetin; 
the  war ;  that,  havioe  a  right  to  alitb«ph;sid 
force  of  the  nation  tor  the  purposes  of  war.  ve 
have,  therefore,  a  right  to  the  militia  as  a  pan  cf 
that  physical  force. 

Independently  of  the  questionable  proposiu<gs 
laid  down  in  this  argument,  his  friend  would  fat- 
don  him  for  saying  that  the  argument  itself  vis 
not  logical,  inasmuch  as  his  conclusion  did  Ed 
follow  his  premises.  If  the  propositions  are  trB«. 
that  we  have  a  right  to  the  physical  force  of  ike 
nation  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  ^r. 
and  that  we  act,  in  respect  to  the  war,  as  a  iih 
tional  Government  without  the  agency  of  tjit 
States,  the  true  conclusion  must  be,  that  the  mil- 
itia cannot  be  employed  in  war.  He  wished  u 
be  understood  as  using  the  term  war  in  exacdj 
the  same  sense  in  which  it  had  been  used  hj  iht 
gentleman  from  South.  Carolina,  as  deootiagi 
state  of  avowed,  open,  offensive  war,  in  coatra- 
distinction  to  the  defensive  operations  assi^ 
by  the  Constitution  to  the  militia.  Are  the  mil- 
itia a  part  of  tbe  phvsical  force  of  tbe  natioul 
Government?  No,  the  militia  are  the  artifieal 
force  of  the  States.  They  are  the  political  Ibsl- 
tutions  of  the  States.  They  are  officered,  cdo- 
manded,  and  trained  by  State  authority.  Tbef 
live,  move,  and  have  their  beinz  by  the  political 
breath  of  State  authority,  and  the  very  mom^! 
that  authority  is  withdrawn,  they  cease  lo  exist. 
It  does  not  follow,  then,  that,  because  we  hare  a 
right  to  the  physical  force  or  the  country  forth! 
purposes  of  war,  we  have,  therefore,  a  riehttc 
the  militia.  But  the  converse  of  this  coDclasioa 
follows  from  the  other  proposition,  namely,  tbi: 
in  regard  to  all  the  operations  of  war  we  actasi 
national  Grovernment,  and  State  authority  is&oi 
known;, inasmuch  as  the  militia  in  their or^a- 
ized  capacity  cannot  exist,  even  in  imaginatios. 
without  supposing  at  the  same  time  the  cootioo^i 
existence  and  co-operation  of  State  aathorix 
Tbe  fair  conclusion  from  the  gentleman'^  ^j^ 
ises  is  the  true  Constitutional  doctrine  for  whic^ 
I  contend,  that,  if  you  use  militiamen,  who  vt 
the  physical  force  of  the  nation,  you  must  fors 
them  into  federal  troops,  and  commission  thes 
by  national  authoritv,  which,  the  gentleman  h^ 
correctly  stated,  is  the  only  authority,  knows  is 
time  of  foreign  war  for  the  purposes  of  thatvir. 

Among  the  difficulties  with  which  the  gentle- 
man had  been  obliged  to  contend  in  the  coarse  of 
his  argument,  he  had  been  met  at  the  tbresbol^ 
by  the  provision  of  the  Constitutino  which  d^ 
clares  the  purposes  for  which  Congress  may  call 
forth  the  militia.  He  had  acknowledged  that 
the  Constitution  was  only  a  delegation  of  snecifiv 
powers  for  particular  purposes,  and  that  all  po^* 
ers  not  expressly  granted  were  retained.  He  had 
acknowledged,  too,  as  a  universal  rule  of  eofi- 
struction,  that,  where  there  is  an  enameratios  oi 
particular  powers  in  relation  to  any  subject,  tse 
presumption  is  conclusive  that  ail  similar  powei^ 
or  all  other  powers  in  relation  to  the  same  ?oh- 
ject,  were  intended  to  be  withheld.  He  is  oblig«i 
therefore,  to  concede  a&  a  consequence,  that  the 
enumeration  in  the  Constitution  of  the  purposes 
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for  which  the  militia  are  to  be  employed,  excludes 
the  idea  of  employing  them  for  any  other  pur- 
pose. How  does  the  eeutleman  avoid  the  force 
of  this  reasoninfir?  Why;  sir,  he  teila  us  that 
this  provision  otthe  Constitution  is  limited  ex- 
clusively to  a  time  of  peace,  and  that  he  looks  to 
a  different  part  of  the  Constitution  for  a  right  to 
employ  the  militia  in  time  of  war.  Whence  is 
the  idea  of  sach  a  limitation  inferred  ?  The 
phraseology  of  the  Constitution  is  general,  and 
IS  applicable  equally  to  all  times.  Do  the  occa- 
sions on  which  the  militia  are  to  be  called  out 
denote  exclusively  a  time  of  peace  ?  They  are 
to  be  called  out  to  execute  the  laws,  to  suppress 
insurrections,  and  to  repel  invasions.  An  inva- 
sion, as  well  as  an  insurrection,  or  an  opposition 
to  the  laws,  may,  according  to  the  gentleman's 
idea,  occur  in  time  of  peace,  or  at  a  time  other 
than  that  of  open  and  declared  war ;  but  he  must 
acknowledge  that  they  are  all  as  likely,  at  least, 
to  happen  m  time  of  war  as  peace. 

Our  ideas  of  the  militia  system  were  derived 
from  Great  Britain,  whence  we  received  most  of 
our  political  institutions.  It  was  fair,  in  this  case, 
as  in  others,  where  we  adopt  their  terms  and  sys- 
tems, to  look  for  definitions  and  explanations  of 
them  to  their  laws,  without  which  they  are  gen- 
erally unintelligible. 

The  militia  system  in  Great  Britain  was,  placing 
arms  in  the  hands  of  all  the  independent  yeoman- 
ry of  the  country ;  organizing  them  into  military 
corps;  training  and  preparing  them  for  efficient 
service.  The  objects  were,  to  defend  the  country 
against  foreign  invasion;  and  to  protect  the  lib- 
erties of  the  subject  against  domestic  tvrapny. 
The  functions  of  the  militia  are  regulated  by  the 
acts  of  Parliament.  They  are  to  be  employed  to 
execute  the  laws,  to  suppress  rebellions,  and  re- 
pel invasions.  These  are  the  only  purposes  for 
which  they  can  be  employed,  and  to  these  they 
are  equally  applicable  in  time  of  war  and  time  of 
peace.  They  cannot  be  used  in  foreign  war ; 
they  cannot  be  taken  out  of  the  kingdom.  The 
provisions  of  oar  Constitution  in  relation  to  the 
employment  of  the  militia  were,  undoubtedly, 
suggested  by  those  in  the  British  dtatutes,  of  which 
they  seem  to  be  a  transcript,  only  that  we  substi- 
tute the  term  ''insurrection"  for  "rebellion,"  which 
means  the  same  thing.  We  have  one  peculiarity 
in  respect  to  the  organization  of  our  militia. 
They  are  officered  and  trained  by  State  authori- 
ty, instead  of  that  of  the  General  Government^ 
to  which  is  committed  the  power  of  peace  or 
war.  Why  this  precaution  ?  Not,  assuredly,  to 
make  them  a  more  efficient  military  force,  by 
dividing  the  command  among  the  seventeen  in- 
dependent authorities,  but  for  the  obvious  purpose 
of  providing  a  protection  to  the  State  govern- 
ments against  the  encroachments  of  the  Gfeneral 
Oovernment.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed,  then,  that 
the  framers  of  the  Constitution,  after  showing 
such  extreme  jealousy  towards  the  powers  of 
the  General  Government  as  is  exhibited  in  every 
part  of  it,  and  especially  on  the  subject  of  the 
militia,  would  commit  to  this  Government  the 
sole  j»ower  to  declare  war,  and  with  it,  the  entire 


control  of  their  militia^  to  be  sent  to  any  part  of 
the  world.  If  the  mihtia  are  necessary  to  the 
protection  of  the  State  sovereignties  in  time  of 
peace,  they  are  emphatically  so  in  time  of  war. 
when  the  States  are  surrounded  by  foreign  and 
domestic  armies. 

The  distinction  between  the  duties  of  militia 
and  of  an  army,  is  simple  and  obvious.  It  Is  not 
only  recognised  in  the  Constitution,  but  in  our 
bills  of  rights,  and  in  public  writers  on  the  ele- 
mentary  principles  of  j[overnment — it  exists  ia 
the  nature  of  things.  There  are  two  distinct  pur- 
poses to  which  the  physical  force  of  a  nation  is 
applicable — the  one  relating  to  its  safety  and  ex- 
istencej  the  other  regarding  only  its  poUcy.  The 
duties  of  militia  are,  to  execute  the  laws,  to  sup- 
press  insurrections,  and  repel  invasions.  Without 
this  power  to  effect  these  purposes.  Government 
could  not  be  maintained.  These  duties  are  not 
I  optional,  but  compulsory ;  for,  without  the  power 
to  command  their  services  for  these  purposes, 
society  would  be  dissolved.  The  business  of  for- 
eign war  is  a  totally  distinct  thing— it  is  a  mat- 
ter of  policy,  and  it  can  never  be  good  policy  to 
prosecute  a  war  which  has  become  so  unpopular, 
that  the  whole  pecuniary  resources  of  the  country 
will  not  enable  you  to  hire  men  to  carry  it  on. 
The  services  of  the  army  are  therefore  voluntary* 

Bot  we  are  told,  that  the  right  to  employ  the 
militia  is  incidental  to  the  poweir  of  declaring 
war.^  This  power  to  declare  war,  aided  by  the 
magical  delusion  produced  by  calling  it  a  sover- 
eign power,  is  made  to  include  a  right  to  the  per- 
sons and  purses  of  our  citizens,  for  the  purpose 
of  conducting  the  war.  The  idea  of  deducting 
powers  from  our  sovereignty,  was,  I  believe,  quo- 
ted from  the  works  of  General  Hamilton — a  man, 
the  unceasing  labor  of  whose  political  life  was 
employed  in  attempts  to  break  down  the  State 
governments  and  to  establish  a  monarchial  one 
in  their  stead.  His  favorite  argument,  when  he 
wished  to  extend  the  powers  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, was,  that  the  Government  was  sovereign 
as  to  all  the  Durposes  for  which  it  was  established 
— that  war,  for  instance,  was  one  of  these  purposes, 
and  therefore,  we  are  sovereign,  or  have  discretion- 
ary powers  as  to  all  the  operations  and  incidents 
of  war.  The  arjjument  meant  nothing,  or  it  meant 
too  much.  If  It  only  meant  that  there  were  cer- 
tain powers  delegated  to  us  by  the  Constitution, 
and  that  these  were  sovereign,  it  meant  nothing 
as  an  argument  to  ascertain  our  powers,  because 
the  Constitution  itself  would  always  be  the  best 
and  the  only  criterion  to  determine  the  nature 
and  extent  of  those  powers.  If  it  was  meant  to 
confer  powers  which  are  not  delected,  it  was  in 
direct^  violation  of  an  express  article  or  the  Con- 
stitution. Sovereignty  is  the  power  to  do  as  we 
please.  It  is  a  property^  which,  strictly  speaking, 
exists  no  where  but  with  the  Almighty.  As  to 
political  sovereignty,  whatever  of  it  exists  in  this 
country  rests  with  the  people,  who  alone  have  a 
right  to  direct  the  powers  of  the  Government. 
The  essence  of  sovereignty  consists  in  the  exer- 
cise of  an  undefined  latitude  of  discretion.  The 
Federal  Government  is  perhaps  the  last  in  the 
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ants,  jr.,  WUliaiii  M.  Richardson,  Samuel  Ringgold, 
•John  Roane,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Samuel  Shaw,  John 
43milie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Richard  Stanford, 
mnd  Robert  Wright. 

Nats — Stevenson  Archer,  Exekiel  Bacon,  John 
Baker,  David  Bnrd,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Adam  Bojd, 
Harmanos  Bleecker,  James  Breckenridge,  William  A. 
BurweU,  Elijah  Brigham,  WilUam  Butler,  Epaphro- 
ditas  Champion,. Martin  Chittenden,  John  Davenport,, 
jnnn  Roger  Dtvis,  William  Elj,  William  Findley,  Asa 
Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Edwia 
Gray,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Abner  Lacock,  Lyman 
Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston, 
Aaron  Lyle,  William  McCoy,  Alexander  McKim,  Jas. 
Milnor,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Thos. 
Newbold,  Timothy  Fitkiii,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah 
Quincy,  Wm.  Reed,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  John  Rhea, 
Jonathan  Roberts,  William  Rodman,  Thos.  Sammons, 
Daniel  Sbeffey,  Philip  Stnart,  Lewis  B.  Stnrges,  Saml. 
Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M. 
Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jun.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leon- 
ard White,  Robert  Whitehill,  William  Widgery,  and 
Thomas  Wilson. 

,"•  The  question  was  now,  ^  Shall  the  bill  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading? 

This  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Brigbam  und 
Pitkin,  principally  od  acconnt  of  the  fines,  dbc, 
contained  in  the  bill.  The  latter  gentleman  de- 
nied the  right  of  Congress  to  impose  any  fine  on 
militiamen  before  they  came  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States.;  and  cited  the  act  of  V792,  to 
show  that  no  penalties  were  inflicted  in  that  law. 
Mr.  Macon  replied  to  them,  and  said  there 
could  be  DO  doubt  but  the  power  vested  in  Con- 
gress by  the  Constitution,  ^*  to  provide  for  orgaa- 
ingv  arming,  and  disciplining  the  militia,"  in- 
cluded the  power  to  make  suitable  provisions  for 
Jireventine  the  arms  from  being  made  away  with, 
t  would  be  atranffe  to  say,  that  when  Congress 
put  arms  into  the  hands  of  the  militia,  they  could 
not  make  regulations  for  their  preservation  for 
the  use  of  the  public.  The  reason  why  nothing 
of  this  kind  was  provided  in  the  law  of  V792  was, 
Congress  had  not  then  put  arms  into  the  hands 
of  the  militia. 

Mr.  Milnor  spoke  against  the  bill,  principally 
On  account  of  its  objectionable  peoal  clauses,  and 
concluded  his  observations  with  a  motion  to 
strike  out  the  fourth  section ;  but  on  his  taking 
his  seat,  a  motion  was  made  and  carried  to  ad- 
journ. 


Wednbsdat,  February  19. 

Mr.  WiDOEKT  presented  the  petition  of  Nathan-> 
iel  Cogswell,  praying  that  his  losses  by  Spanish 
spoliations,  amounting  to  $146,300,  might  be  re- 
imbursed to  him. — Referred  to  the  Secretary  of 
State. 

Mr.  Rhea,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  tenth  instant,  presented  a  bill  to  alter  the 
time  of  holding  the  Circuit  Courts  of  the  United 
States  at  Kooxville,  in  the  District  of  East  Ten- 
nessee, in  the  State  of  Tennessee;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
the  third  time  to-morrow. 

On  naw>tion  of  Mr.  Udincv,  the  several  petitions  1 


of  the  manufacturers  of  salt  within  the  Suieaf 
Massachusetts,  presented  the  eighth,  twelfth, ik- 
teenth,  and  seventeenth  of  June.  1809,  were  reie! 
red  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  od  there^ 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  proposi^ 
a  system  for  raising  the  revenue  necesank 
the  service  of  the  present  and  two  lurceeU: 
years. 

Mr.  Lewis  presented  a  petition  of  suodrr  'sr 
habitants  of  that  part  of  Fairfax  county,  is Y:: 
ginia,  heretofore  included  in  the  parish  of  Fa.! 
fax,  praying  to  be  authorized  to  sell  the  gib 
lands  Iviog  in  said  parish,  and  that  the  procsi 
thereof  may  be  distributed  among  the  iobabra:^ 
of  that  parish,  in  the  porlions  to  which  the)  im 
respectively,  be  entitled. — Referred  lotheCi- 
mittee  for  the  District  of  Coliimbia. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  committee  appoioidc: 
the  second  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  forihtp^ 
tection,  recovery,  and  indemnification  of  knt^ 
can  seamen  ;  which  was  read  twice,  sad  tx- 
mitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Wei 
nesday  next. 

Mr.  PoBTEB,  from  the  Committee  on  For^ 
Relations,  reported  a  bill  supplementary  t:  tt 
act  to  raise  an  additional  military  force. 

Mr.  P.  said  it  would  be  extremely  lDC0QTec<r 
for  the  Executive  authority  to  make  ailtiiea;^ 
poiutments  of  the  officers  for  this  additiooalsk 
tary  force  immediately,  for  want  of  proper  icia- 
mation  on  the  subject ;  it  Wotlld  be  partjcolai) 
so  to  make  all  on  the  same  day.  and  it  wis  s  ry 
in  the  Army  that  promotions  sliould  be  rv^hV. 
by  the  date  of  commissions.  This  bill  prori^ 
therefore,  that  all  appointments  madedorioftii; 
present  session  shall  bear  the  same  date.  Un 
intended  also  to  supply  an  omission  io  i&e  bv 
respecting  the  light  artillery  and  light  dra|dc&^ 

Mr.  P.  wished,  if  there  were  no  oojectioo,  u>: 
the  bill  should  be  ordered  to  be  engrossed  f<)u 
third  reading;  but,  Mr.  CIuincy  objecting  to  tif 
course,  the  bill  was  committed  for  to-morror. 

A  Message  was  received  and  read  from  i^ 
President  of  the  United  States,  coveriog  i  nf^^ 
in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  this  Hottsea 
the  19th  of  December,  calling  for  a  systes  t 
rules  aod  regulations  proper  to  be  adopted  >% 
training  aod  disCipliniDg  the  regular  troops u^ 
militia  of  the  United  States. — ^Referred  to  t^: 
Committee  on  Military  Afiairs. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Hoosearepi?^ 
fVom  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  conforzDity  w  ^f 
act  of  1794.  containing  an  account  of  the  eip^c- 
diture  in  the  fabrication  and  repair  of  ariose 
the  armories  of  the  United  Statesj  which  ft 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  House  weot  into  a  Committee  of  ^ 
Whole  on  a  report  on  the  petition  of  JaredSitti- 
tuck.  After  some  discussion  on  the  report,  li^ 
Committee  rose,^and  had  leave  to  sit  agiio. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  ^ 
Treasury  to  purchase  Winsiow  Lewis's  pats: 
right  for  a  new  method  of  lighting  light-ho9« 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  pMsed. 

Mr.  B.  Hall  said  he  found  that  coosidertbit 
alarm  had  been  produced  by  the  report  of  t^ 
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^ommUtee  of  Ways  and  Means  in  relation  to 
rar  taxes,  Tvhich  he  proposed  to  allay  by  the  fol- 
owing  resolution  t 

"  EcMoived,  That  the  GommiUee  of  Wayi  and  Means 
«  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expedient  of  audkor- 
Eing  the  ciUsena  of  the  several  Sutes  and  Territories 
0  famish  for  the  seamen,  marines,  and  army,  of  the 
Jnited  States,  the  variojis  necessary  articles  of  doth- 
Dg — the  expenses  for  clothing,  &c.,  to  be  apportioned 
imong  the  several  States  and  Territories  in  conformity 
vith  the  Constitutional  principles  of  levying  a  direct 
ax ;  and  whether,  and  how  far,  it  may  be  practicable 
)T  expedient  for  any,  and  what,  articles  of  provisions 
IT  supplies  ibr  the  Army  and  Navy,  to  be  furnished  by 
he  citizens  of  the'  several  States  and  Territories,  in 
ieu  of  duties,  oxcises,  or  taxes." 

Some  objection  being  made  to  the  reference  of 
ihis  resolution^  Mr.  B.  Hall  said,  that  ten  mil- 
lions of  dollars  could  be  more  easily  paid  in  this 
way  in  C^eorgia,  than  two  millions  in  specie; 
why,  then,  said  he,  not  suffer  the  people  at  onoe 
to  furnish  the  articles  wanted,  instead  of  the 
money  to  purchase  them  with?  It  would, indeed, 
uke  the  business  out  of  the  hands  of  the  con- 
tractors; but  that  would  be  no  loss  to  the  nation. 
It  was  no  more  than  a  proposition  for  the  con^ 
sideratioB  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.- 
If  they  deemed  the  plan  imp^cticable,  they  would 
say  so.  He  hoped,  therefore,  it  would  be  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rhba,  the  resolution  was 
ordered  to  He  upon  the  table  and  to  be  printed. 

AKMIN6  THE  MILITIA. 

The  Houae  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  arming  the  militia  of  the  United  States; 
when  the  question,  was  taken  on.Mr.  Milnor'b 
motion  to  strike  out  the  fourth  section,  and  nega- 
tived, there  being  only  twenty-eight  y6tje9  for  it. 

Mr.  FiTGB  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  second, 
fifth,  and  sixth  seolioni  of  the  bill,  with  the  view 
of  leaving  it  to  the  State  Leffislatures  to  make 
sach  provisions  for  preserving  the  arms,  after  they 
were  put  into  the  bands  of  the  citizens,  as  they 
might  deem  proper. 

Motion  negatived  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Rhba  moved  to  strike  out  all  that  part  of 
the  first  section  of  the  bill,  which  relates  to  fines, 
^»i  and  if  this  motion  succeeded,  he  proposed 
sLfterwards  to  move  to  strike  out  the  ninth  sec- 
tion, so  as  to  leave  all  the  regulations  for  pre- 
serving the  guns  from  being  lost,  or  made  away 
with,  to  the  States. 

After  some  debate,  the  motion  was  n^atived, 
there  being  only  thirty-three  votes  for  it. 

The  question  being  on  the  engrossment  of  the 

bill — 

Mr.  Rhea  said :  Mr.  Speaker,  this  bill,  like  many 
things  in  this  world>  presents  itself  with  an  ap- 
pearance very  imposing  indeed,  and  in  a  manner 
almost  peremptory  demands  assent.  The  title, 
viz:  "a  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  making  pro- 
vision for  arming  and  equipping  the  whole  body 
of  the  militia  of  the  United  States ;"  proinises 
largely,  but  an  attentive  consideration  of  the  bill 
itself  will  cast  the  darkening  shade  of  doubt  over 
the  promise. 

Several  attempta  iiave  been  made  to  give  to 


this  bill  amendments,  by  whi^h  a  Constitutional 
syMem  of  arming  the  militia  might  have  been 
obtained,  if  the  original  law  to  which  this  is  de- 
signed to  he  a  supplement  had  been  faulty  ;  but 
these  attempts  have  failed ;  and  we  are  now  called 
upon  to  declare  whether  the  hill  shall  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

This  bill  appears  to  be  one  of  that  species  whicli 
is  designed  rather  as  an  experiment  on  the  under- 
standing, and  to  ascertain  to  what  the  mind  will 
submit  in  order  to  obtain  one  favorite  principle  ; 
it  contains  in  itself  the  eause  of  its  extinction ;  it 
contains  one  or  two  ravs  of  light,  but  they  are  so 
obscure  as  to  be  sea  reel  y^  visilue. 

The  first  section  of  the  bill  provides,  '*  that  from 
'  and  after  the  first  day  of  April,  in  the  year  ei^h- 
^  teen  hundred  and  thirteen,  each  and  everv  free 
'  able-bodied  white  male  person  of  the  united 
'  States,  upon  arriving  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
'  years,  and  being  enrolled  in  the  militia  of  any 
'  one  of  the  United  Stales  or  of  the  Territories 
*  thereof)  shall  within  six  months  thereafter  be  en* 
^  titled  to  receive  one  stand  of  arms,  the  right  Of 
'  which  shall  be  vested  inalienably  in  him,  and 
'  shall  not  be  subject  to  be  levied  upon  ordistrain- 
^  ed  to  satify  any  demand  whatever."  If  the  res- 
idue of  the  first  section  had  been  struck  out,  as 
was  proposed,  and  if  the  second,  third,  fourth,  fifth, 
sixth  and  ninth  sections  had  also  been  struck  out 
of  the  bill,  it  then  would  have  contained  a  system 
of  arming  which  could  have  been  understandinfi^ly 
and  Constitutionally  voted  for — but  the  residue 
of  the  first  section  and  the  other  sections  alluded 
to  beiiig  retained,  and  they  containing  a  series  of 
provisions  crating  voblijp^ations  for  taking  oaths 
and  imposing  penalties  of  fines  and  imprisonments 
in  relation  to  the  stand  of  arms,  and  also  creating 
a  system  of  expensive  prosecution  for  recovering 
fines,  and  imposing  imprisonments  on  the  militia- 
man who  may  take  the  gun,  the  bill  presents  it- 
self in  a  shape  so  questionable,  that  however  de- 
sirable it  may  be  to  make  a  farther  appropriation 
to  arm  the  militia,  it  may  be  better  not  to  engross 
this  bill  for  a  third  reading,  than  to  engross  and 
pass  it,  so  that  tliereby  an  evil  mav  be  warded  off 
from  the  militiaman,  which  may  be  more  than  a 
balaooe  for  the  benefit  he  will  have  by  receiving 
the  offered  gun  of  the  United  States  thereby. 

This  bill  contains  a  kind  of  dilemma,  catching 
at  either  an  afiirmative  or  a  negative  vote.  If  a 
negative  vote  is  given,  immediately  an  exclama- 
tion is  heard,  ^  so  then  you  are  opposed  to  arming 
the  whole  body  of  the  militia  1"  And  if  an  afi&r- 
mative  vote  is  |;iven«  it  may  then  be  urged  "  if 
you  really  did  intencl  to  give  a  gun  to  me  to  be 
my  own  inalienably,  why  did  you  load  the  gift 
with  penalties,  fines,  and  imprisonment,  and  even 
in  certain  cases,  provide  that  I  shall  be  compelled 
to  return  the  gun  to  you^  as  is  provided  for  in  the 
sixth  section  of  the  bill^?''  Such  is  the  bill— and 
who  of  us  would  advise  an  independent  young 
militiaman  to  receive  a  gun  on  the  terms  pro- 
posed, and  thereby  subject  himself  to  fines  and 
imprisonment,  about  a  gun ;  a  gun,  too,  which,  if 
like  some  heard  of,  would  be  good  for  little,  and 
as  likely  to  wound  himself  at  the  first  discharge 
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as  otherwise  ?  It  is,  indeed,  unfortunite  that  the 
principle  of  armiog  the  militia,  had  not  been 
presented  in  its  own  plain  dress,  unadorned  with 
the  thorny  trappings  of  fines  and  imprisonments, 
and  in  snch  manner  that  the  regulations  for  dis- 
tributing the  arms  had  been  left  for  the  conside- 
ration of  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States 
respectively. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  certainly 
cannot  be  construed  to  intend  that  Congress  shall 
go  to  arm  the  militia  in  the  manner  proposed,  and 
under  a  system  of  fines  and  imprisonments. 

By  the  eighth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the 
Constitution,  power  is  given  to  Congress  "  to 
provide  for  organizing,  arming,  and  disciplining 
the  militia.''  The  words  expressing  the  delegated 
power  are  not  "  to  organize,  arm,  and  discipline 
the  militia."  Had  these  active  words  been  used, 
the  power  given  would  have  been  immediate  and 
direct ;  Congress  then  would,  in  a  consolidating 
point  of  view,  have  been  the  sole  agent.  But  this 
power  was  guarded  against,  and  the  words  *^  tn 
provide  for  organizlng,arming,  and  disciplining  the 
militia,"  were  used — words  which  do  evidently 
relate  to  an  agent  other  than  Congress;  and  that 
the  power  given  to  Congress  was  only,  in  this 
case,  to  provide  thearms^  reserving  to  the  several 
States  the  distribution  ol  the  arms  to  the  militia, 
under  such  regulations  as  the  Legislatures  of  the 
respective  States  may  adopt. 

We  contend,  said  Mr.  R.,  that  the  militia  are 
regulated  by  the  laws  of  the  respective  States, 
excepting  the  mere  rules  of  discipline  which  Con- 
gress may  prescribe,  for  that  part  of  the  militia 
that  may  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  This  appears  to  be  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  the  clause  in  ihe  Constitution  ;  and 
will  be  more  manifest  when  the  whole  clause, 
which  is  in  the  following  words,  is  considered  : 
The  Congress  shall  have  power  "  to  provide  for 
^  organizing,  arming,  and  disciplining  the  militia, 
'  and  for  governing  such  part  of  them  as  may  be 
'  employed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States;  re- 

*  serving  to  the  Slates  respectively  the  appoint- 

*  ment  of  the  officers  and  the  authority  of  training 
'  the  militia,  according  to  the  discipline  prescribed 

*  by  Congress."  Here  it  appears,  that  although 
the  first  part  of  the  clause  gives  power  to  Con- 
gress to  provide  for  disciplining  the  militia,  that 
part  is  limited  and  explained  by  the  latter  part  of 
the  clause,  by  which  the  authority  of  training  the 
militia,  according  to  the  discipline  prescribed  by 
Congress,  is  reserved  to  the  States.  The  power, 
then,  to  provide  for  disciplining  the  militia,  given 
to  Congress,  means  no  mpre  than  to  prescribe  the 
discipline,  and  to  the  States  respectively  is  reserv- 
ed the  power  of  training  the  militia  according  to 
the  discipline  pr^cribed  by  Congress.  In  this 
manner  is  the  power  to  provide  for  organizing 
and  arming  the  militia;  that  is,  the  Conffress 
shall  have  power  to  provide  arms  for  the  militia, 
but  to  the  States  is  reserved  the  power  of  distrib- 
uting the  arms,  and  to  make  rules  and  regulations 
relative  thereto. 

This  construction,  which  flows  from  the  very 
tarms  of  the  clause,  goes  to  preheat  all  difficulty 


that  might  arise  on  this  subject  between  tbeUiu- 
ted  States  and  the  several  States.  By  thi^  cet- 
stroctioa,  the  line  of  difference  between  tbc  d?)e> 
gated  and  reserved  powers  is  clearly  describei 
and  drawn,  80  that  he  who  runs  may  read. 

This  bill,  in  the  first  in^anee,  pretends  frsir 
and  graciously  to  give,  and  inalienably  too.i^ 
to  a  young  militiaman,  eighteen  years  of  if* 
just  enrolled  on  the  muster-list,  or  six  mostti 
thereafter.  Why  this  limitation  of  time?  !f 
the  ^UQ  is  really  intended  to  be  given,  wbr  Eg: 
give  It  at  any  time,  without  limitation  1  Bcr^ 
free  gift  of  a  gun  is  loaded  with  penalties  of  fi^m 
and  imprisonments,  which  may  cause  the  mii.:ia- 
man  to  refuse  the  gun.  And  if  the  bill  ^hall » 
a  law,  and  my  opinion,  said  Mr.  R.,  shall  ile:^ 
after  be  asked  by  any  militiaman  in  TeaBets&t 
relative  to  his  taking  the  guo  under  such  poli- 
ties, I  certainly  would  answer.  No,  do  not  ukeitf 
gun.  but  go  and  buy  a  gun  for  yourself,  aad  be 
independent. 

In  respect  to  the  penalties  prescribed  by  iheb^ 
it  is  argued,  that  penalties  oi  fioes  aod  imprs^ 
pents  are  necessary  to  preserve  the  gun.  T^* 
is  bottomed  on  a  supposition  that  miiiiiaraeaiR 
careless  or  fraudulent.  This  very  idea  will  erci* 
aally  hinder  the  acceptance  of  the  gun  by  cTen 
young  militiaman  possessed  of  a  soul  of  bac 
and  maenanimiiy ;  his  language  will  be:  Yx 
have  talked  much  about  giving  me  a  gun  aod  m 
have  made  a  law  about  it ;  but  if  you  inteodeis 
have  really  given  the  ffun  to  me,  why  did  ftx 
load  the  gun  with  penalties  of  fines  and  impr> 
baments.  I  cannot  agree  to  take  this  goiLUt 
be  so  very  dependent ;  and  will  wait  uatil  1  cu 
purchase  a  gun  for  myself,  and  if  you  do  call  q< 
out  into  actual  service  in  the  field  you  will  faf- 
nish  me  with  a  gun.  - 

Mr.  R.  said  he  was  in  favor  of  arming  tiie  s^ 
litia ;  he  had  heretofore  by  his  vote  supported  ib« 
principle  of  arming  the  militia ;  he  was  stiil  a 
favor  of  arming  them ;  he  had  endeavored  » 
amend  the  bill  so  as  to  give  it  what  he  coosiderK 
would  have  been  a  Constitutional  form,  but  di^ 
not  succeed  ;  he  would  therefore  vote  agaia^e> 
grossing  the  bill ;  that  vote  would  be  girw  v^^ 
pain,  but  however  painful,  he  deemed  it  belter  >< 
to  do  than  to  infringe  the  State  sovereignties  i 
relation  to  the  militia  by  this  kind  of  cuosoL^ 
tin^  mode.  If  this,  however  is  negatived,  tkere 
is  still  an  annual  appropriation  of  two  boadrec 
thousand  dollars  going  on  to  arm  the  militia. 

Mr.  Wheaton  gave  his  reasons  why  he  sbal: 
vote  against  the  biU.  After  which,  the  qaesur^a 
was  taken  and  carried — yeas  53,  nays  48,  as  f<^ 
lows: 

Ybas— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  S?f 
venson  Archer,  John  Beker,  BarweO  Batfett,  Vii- 
Uam  W.  Bibb,  William  Blackledge.  James  Breckea- 
ridge,  William  Butler,  Langdon  ChcTcs,  Mtahf* 
Clay,  James  Cochran,  Lewis  Condit,  William  Cn»- 
ford,  Joseph  iDesha,  Samuel  Din8moor,MeAack  Fna^- 
iin,  Thomas  Ghohon,  Charles  GoMsbonragh,  £d«u 
Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Bolfing  Hall,Obed  Hali.Jebo 
A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  William  R.  Kiag,  Atar 
Lacock,  iomgh  L«i»ver,  JoMph  Umk,  jr^  Wiliiis 
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vndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Thomaa 
ore,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Jamea  Mor- 
I,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelion,  Anthony  New, 
omaa  Newbold,  Joeeph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens, 
oes  Pleasants,  jr.,  Henry  H.  Ridgely,  Samael  Ring- 
d,  John  Roane,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Samuel  Shaw, 
orge  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Thomas  Wilson, 
!  Robert  Wright. 

^▲T a— David  Bard,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmanus 
lecker,  Adam  Boyd,  Elijah  Brigham,  Robert  Brown, 
m  C.  Calhoun,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin 
ittenden,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Roger  Davis,  Eltas 
rle,  WUliam  Ely,  James  Emott,  WUUam  Findl^. 
nes  Fisk,  Asa  Fitch,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Richard 
rkson,  jr.,  Joseph  Kent,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston, 
orge  C.  Maxwell,  Alexander  McKim,  Aranah  Met- 
f,  James  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  WitUam 
)er,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Benjamin  Pond,  William 
cd,  John  Rhea,  Jonathan  Roberta,  WilUam  R<^- 
j),  Ebenezer  Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert, 
in  Smilie,  William  Strong,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Sam- 
l  Taggart,  Benjamin  TaUma.dge^  Uri  Tracy,  Charles 
tmer,  jr.,  Pierre  Van  Cortlaadt,  jr.,  Laban  Wheaton, 
onard  White,  Robert  WhitehiU,  and  Wm.  Widgeiy. 


Thursday,  February  20.. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gold,  the  Commitcee  of  the 
bole  were  discharged  from  the  eonsideraiion 

the  petition  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
'iskany  Mannfactaring  Company,  and  it  was 
ferred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
anufactures, 
Mr.  McKeb,  from  the  committee  appointed 

that  part  of  the  President's  Message  which  re- 
les  to  Indian  afiairs,  presented  a  bill  for  the 
lief  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  served  in 
e  late  campaign  on  the  Wabash ;  which  was 
std  twice,  and  committed  to«  Committee  of  the 
'^hole  to-morrow. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  PotiiDBXTEii, 
Resolvedy  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
inds  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 

confirming  all  claims  to  land  in  the  Missis- 
)pi  Territory,  founded  on  warrants  of  survey 
anted  by  the  Spanish  GoTernment  of  Lonisiana, 
d  not  confirmed  by  former  laws  regoiating  the 
ants  of  land,  and  providing  for  the  disposal  of 
e  lands  of  the  United  States  south  of  the  State 

Tennessee;  provided  the  grantee,  or  the  legal 
presentalive  of  the  grantee,  resides  at  this  time 

said  Territory,  and  the  evidence  of  the  claim 
s  been  regularly  filed  with  the  Registers  of  the 
ind  Offices  east  and  west  of  Pearl  river,  and  re- 
irted  by  them  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
reeably  to  law;  and  that  the  committee  have 
ive  to  report  thereon  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 
An  engrossed  bill  to  alter  the  time  of  holding 
e  Circuit  Courts  of  tbe  United  Slates  at  Knox- 
lie,  in  the  District  of  East  Tennessee,  in  the 
late  of  Tennessee,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
issed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
e  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  incorporating  the  Trus- 
es  of  the  Georgetown  Lancastrian  School ; 
bich  was  amended,  reported  to  the  House,  and 
dered  to  be  engrossed  lor  a  third  reading. 


The  House  resolved  itself  into  a, Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  giving  further  time  for  re* 
gisteria^  claims  to  lands  in  the  western  district 
of  the  Territory  of  Orleans;  which,  having  been 
amended,  was  reported  to  the  Hoase,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

Tbe  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  concerning  the  Levy  Oourt 
of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  The 
bill  passed  through  committee  and  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  House  went  into  a  ComnHUee  of  the 
Whole,  on  tbe  bill  making  a  further  appropriation 
for  repairing  and  compIetiDg  the  building  pur- 
chased for  the  accommoaation  of  tbe  General  Post 
Office  and  Patent  Office.  [The  bill  proposes  an 
additional  appropriation  of  thirteen  thousand  and 
odd  dollars  for  the  purpose  of  fitting  up  the  great 
hotel  in  this  city  for  the  use  of  these  offices.} 

After  some  conversation  on  the  detail  of  the 
bill,  tbe  Committee  rose,  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  read  the  third  time  on  Monday  next. 

INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Mr.  RiDGELT.  from  tbe  committee  to  whom 
were  referred  the  several  memorials  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Directors  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Dela- 
ware Canal  Company,  of  the  President  and 
Managers  of  the  Union  Canal  Company  of  Penii« 
sylvania«  and  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Stale 
q{  New  York,  respecting  a  canal  from  the  Great 
Lakes  to  the  Hudson  river,  made  the  following 
report : 

That  they  consider  the  improvement  of  the  internal 
navigation  of  the  United  States,  by  means  of  the  canals 
contemplated  by  the  said  companies  and  the  State  of 
New  York,  of  great  national  importance,  and  well 
meriting  the  patronage  and  aid  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment That,  under  this  impression,  the  committee 
have  paid  particular  attention  to  the  subject-matter  of 
Hit  said  memorials,  and  have  felt  the  strongest  dispo- 
sition to  report  favorably  to  the  petitioners.  The 
committee,  however,  lament  that  the  inauspicious  sit- 
uation of  the  United  States,  in  regard  to  our  foreign 
relations,  renders  it,  in  their  opinion,  improper,  at  the 
present  time,  to  grant  that  efi*ectual  aid  to  the  under- 
taking to  which  they  are  so  well  entitled.  They, 
therefore,  under  these  circumstances,  submit  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  viz : 

lUsohedf  That  the  state  of  the  public  6nance8  and 
resources,  and  present  embarrassed  situation  of  the 
country,  render  it  inexpedient  for  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  to  make  a  donation  in  land  or  money, 
at  the  present  time,  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  the 
objects  contemplated  hi  said  memorials. 

TasASURT  DarASTXtirr,  Jon.  6,  1811. 

Sia:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  answers  to  the 
queries  proposed  in  your  letter  of  the  28th  ultimo,  and 
also  the  copy  of  a  report  on  the  same  subject,  made  on 
the  4th  of  April,  1818,  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate  of  the  2d  of  March,  1807. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN.  * 
H^n.  H.  H.  RiBaa&T»  Chairman^  4c* 
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Antwem  to  the  queries  ptopoted  bj  the  oommHtee,  to 
whom  were  referred  the  **  memorial  of  the  President 
and  Managers  of  the  Union  Canal  Company  of  Penn- 
sylvania, praying  the  aid  and  patronage  of  the  Gene- 
ral Government  in  accomplishing  the  extensive  and 
useful  works  in  which  they  are  engaged,". di^. 

Tbiasitst  Dzfartxiht,  Jan.  6,  1613. 

1st  Query.  <•  Will  the  sUte  of  the  finances  of  the 
United  States  admit  of  the  application  of  public  moneys 
to  the  improvement  of  the  country  by  means  of  canal 
and  inland  navigation  V 

Answer.  The  state  of  the  finances  of  the  United 
States  does  not,  at  thi^  time,  permit  the  application  of 
public  moneys  to  any  new  objects  of  improvement 
The  revenue  is  at  present  considerably  less  than  the 
annual  public  expenses. 

2d  Query.  "  If  the.  state  of  the  finances  wilt  not  ad- 
mit of  pecuniary  aid  being  afibrded  by  the  Government, 
can  any  other  resources  be  applied  to.  these  objects 
without  interfering  with  the  national  engagements  or 
the  public  exigencies]  If  so,  I  am  desired  to  request 
that  you  will  specify  them,  and  the  mode  of  a|^ication, 
.so  as  to  promote,  in  the  most  efiectual  manner,  these 
important  objects,  and  to  diffuse  the  benefits  arising 
therefirom  as  generally  as  possible  among  the  several 
Sutes." 

Answer.  A  portion  of  the  public  lands  may  be  se- 
lected, and  its  prooeeds  appropriated  to  these  objects, 
withoQt  causing  any  sensible  diminution  of  the  revenue 
arising  from  that  source,  and,  therefore,  without  inter- 
fering with  the  national  engagements  and  pubUc  exi- 
gencies. It  is  only  necessary,  for  that  purpose,  that 
Uie  tract  or  tracts  of  land  thus  selected,  should  be  with- 
out the  boundaries  of  the  land  districts  already  estab- 
lished by  law^so  that  the  annual  sales  in  those  districts, 
and  the  payments  into  the  Treasury,  which  constitute 
the  existing  land  revenue,  may  not,  in  any  degree,  be 
affected  by  the  contemplated  appropriation. 

The  quantity  of  land  set  apart  for  that  purpose  should 
be  sufficient  to  produce,  when  sold,  a  sum  equal  to  that 
which  Congress  intendi  to  apply  to  these  objects ;  and 
the  States,  companies,  or  trustees  under  whose  direc- 
tion the  several  works  will  be  executed,  should  be  au- 
thorized to  sell,  from  time  to  time,  at.  the  price  limited 
by  law,  such  portions  of  the  land  as  will  be  necessary 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  works.  The  prooeeds  of 
the  ssles  might  be  anticipated  by  authorizing  loans,  to 
an  amount  not  exceeding  the  value  of  the  lands  appro- 
priated, and  made  reimbursable  at  distant .  periods ;  in 
which  case  the  faith  of  the  United  States  might  also 
be  pledged  for  the  reimbursement  of  such  parts  of  the 
principal  of  such  loans. as  could  not  be  discharged  out 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  lands;  the  residue  of 
the  lands  then  remaining  unsold  reverting,  in  that  case, 
to  the  United  States. 

3d.  Query.  "Will  the  projected  canal  from  the 
Great  Lakes  to  the  tide-waters  of  the  Hudson  tend  to 
raLse  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  facilitate  the  means 
of  payment  for  them,  and  arrest  the  ilHeit  trade  which 
is  now  practised  with  a  neighboring  nation,  and  by 
which  the  public  revenue  is  greatly  diminished  V* 

Answer.  A  canal  uniting  Lake  Erie  with  the  tide 
waters  of  the  Hudson,  or  any  other  Atiantic  river,  can- 
not fail  to  enhance  the  value  of  all  .the  public  lands 
adjacent  to  the  Great  Lakes,  or  otherwito  so  situated 
.  that  their  inhabitants  may  use  tiiat  navigation  for  the 
transportation  of  produce  or  merchandise.  For  the 
same  reason  it  will  be  giving  access,  on  cheaper  terms, 
to  a  better  market,  and  foeuUnte,  V>  a  certain  degree, 


the  means  of  paying  for  the  lands  thns  sitnaUd.  Is 
not  believed  that  the  canal  would  mnlerially  snot  tb 
illicit  trade  fi'om  Canada. 

4th  Query.  «  What  are  the  ideas  of  the  Sec?tir 
of  the  Treasusy  as  to  a  general  system  of  impn^afl' 
by  canals  and  opening  of  the  rivcTs,  and  ss  is  t.« 
means  of  effecting  it  within  the  power  of  the  G»3 
Government  1'^ 

Answer.  In  a  report  made  on  the  4tli  of  April,  U:i 
in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  Seiute  of  2d  Maa 
1807,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasmy  smbmitted  tkr  p 
oral  outlines  of  a  plan  to  that  effect.  To  this  he  Wd 
leave  respectfully  to  refer.  Although  the  detuksai, 
in  many  respects,  be  incorrect,  and  eererai  impsas 
objects  may,  for  want  of  Information,  iuive  beea  e.- 
ted,  his  opinion  continues  the  tame  with  respect  *»  ^ 
genersl  pnnd^les  of  the  plan.  It  is  still  bdirredik 
a  system  of  improvement,  embracing  all  the  imptsoa 
eommunioations  pointed  out  by  the  great  geofnpcaf 
leaturte  of  tiie  country,  and  also  such  other  local  » 
jects  as  it  may  be  necessary  to  indode,  in  on^  > 
equalize,  as  ibr  as  pmoticable,  the  benefits  of  Af  pbi. 
would  hai^  a  most  powerAil  efStct  towards  prwks 
the  prosperity  of  the  country,  and  coneolidstaf  tk| 
interests  of  die  most  remote  quarters  of  the  Ctic 
The  modifications  which  existing  circomstanceiiaiB 
necessary,  in  the  manner  of  implying  tiie  ressann  s 
the  United  States  to  that  important  object,  Iisk  >^ 
ready  been  suggested  in  the  answer  to  the  mem 
query.    Respectfully  submitted, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN 

Mr.  RinaBLT  moTed  that  this  report  be  m- 
mitted^rinted,  and  made  the  order  for  MoMar. 

Mr.  BuawBU.  wished  the  sense  of  the  Hw 
to  be  Aow  takeo  upon  this  report — he  dingria 
,  with  it  entirely.  He  had  always  been  in  fiimrc 
a  general  system  of  nartgation.  and  thoof bs  t 
portion  of  the  public  lands  might  be  well  emp.^ 
ed  in  this  way.  He  wished  tlie  vote  to  be  ate 
Qow,  because  if  the  report  was  disagreed  io,ibf 
sobject  might  be  recommitted  and  somcckinf  ^ 
fee  ted  during  the  present  session;  boi  if  it**| 
ut  ofSy  the  probability  was,  that  nothing  voeii 
le  done  on  the  subject. 

After  a.  few  obserrations  from  Mr.  Gold  v^ 
Mr.  RiooBLT,  expressing  their  wish  to  hare  w 
report  acted  upon  at  an  early  day,  it  was  t» 
muted. 

ARMING  THB  MILITIA. 

The  bill  for  arming  the  Militia  of  the  Usife: 
States  was  read  the  third  time ;  and  the  quaii^: 
being  put,  ''Shall  the  bill  pass  to  its  third  readioi' 

Mr.  Calhoun  expressed  himself  fnendlfu^^^' 

Erinciple  of  the  bill,  and,  until  the  amends^- 
ad  been  made  placing  the  distrtbatiou  of  tt^ 
arms  in  the  power  of  the  State  Gove rn men tss*: 
intended  to  vote  for  it ;  but  he  thought  ii  be::£> 
not  to  pass  the  bill  at  all,  than  to  leare  it  is  a^ 
power  of  the  States  to  lock  up  these  arm>  '^ 
arsenals. 

Mr.  Talluadoe  disliked  the  bill  in  roaQTr^ 
spects.  He  doubted  the  Constitutional  power  "^ 
Congress  to  put  arms  into  the  hands  of  the  ^ 
pie  of  the  United  States,  before  they  are  called  i:- 
to  the  service  of  the  Union.  The  militia,  he  c*.^ 
tended,  is  the  army  of  the  several  Slates,  aodo 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  State  Legislaiait^ 
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be  proper  jadges  when  they  oay ht  td  be  arm'* 
The  United  States  may  furnish  the  arms, 
he  States  ou^ht  to  distribote  them  as  they. 
I  proper,  and  it  could  not  be  doubted  that  in 
ever  wav  they  might  dispose  of  them  it 
d  be  the  best.  He  said  that  the  proTisions  of 
t>ill  would  conflict  with  the  law  of  1792  on 
subject,  and  with  the  rules  and  practice  of 
ral  of  the  States^  He  renewed  the  objections 
ib  had  before  been  urg^d  to  some  details  of 
lill ;  expressed  doubts  whether  the  arms  could 
rocured,  if  the  bill  passed,  and  objected  to  the 
•  appropriation  of  money  for  this  object -at 
lime. 

r.  Nelson  replied  to  the  objection  made  by 
Galhoun.  He  thought  eeatlemen  who  were 
vor  of  the  principle  of  the  bill,  ought  not  to 
don  it,  because  they  could  not  hajre  all  ixs 
isioDs  precisely  in  the  form  they  wished 
I.  He  did  not  think  the  amendment  which 
been  agreed  to,  madeaay  material  dtfiereaee 
he  bill;  the  first  section  prayldes  that  the 
I  shall  be  distribuled — the  Legislatures  can 

direct  the  manoer  in  whieh  it  shall  be  done, 
DO  one  could  certainly  object  to  their  having 
power.  He  thought  it  time  that  arms  should 
rovided  for  the  militia,  the  Government  had 
I  in  operation  twenty-four  years  without  pro- 
ng a  single  musket  for  the  militia,  though  the 
euiive  had  constantly  called  upon  Congress 
mder  the  militia  effective,  from  the  time  of 
eral  WasbinOtom  to  the.  present  day. 
T.  Macon  said  this  was  an  unfortunate  bill, for 
igh  all  appear  .friendly  to  the  object  of  it, 
e  were  sufficient  objections  to  one  part  or 
r  of  the  bill,  he  feared,  to  defeat  it.    He  sard 

millions  had  been  voted  for  the  army  and 
ff  without  scruple;  bn(  now^when  we  are 
It  to  put  arms  m  the  bands  of  the  militia, 
llemen  begin  to  talk  about  expense.  As  to 
objections  which  had  been  made  against  the 
ils  of  the  bill,  they  were  such  as  might  be 
le  against  any  bill  tbat  could  be  drawn.    The 

question  ia,.  Will  the  bill  arm  the  militia  bet^- 
thaD  they  are  at  present  7    He  had  no  doubt 

it  would*  and  he  was  therefore  in  favor  of  it. 
[r.  Randolph  said,  the  gentleman  from  Con- 
ticut  viewed  the  deformities  of  the  bill  with 
e  pleasure  than  its  beauties;  the  bill  wis 
ewbat  objectionable  io  its  details,  but  prioai* 
y  from  its  omissions.  The  fears  entertained 
,  the  State  Legislatures  might  abuse  the  power 
!ed  in  them  were  certainly  groundless.  After 
:he  large  appropriations  made  for  the  army 

navy,  he  said  it  was  strange  that  objections 
aid  be  made  to  this  pitiful  appropriation  for 
is  for  our  militia,  which  will  reknam  when  our 
(els  and  gunboats  are  gone  to  decay. 
Ir.  Wright  spoke  at  considerable  length  in 
}r  of  the  general  principle  of  arming;  and  of 

reason abfeo ess  ot  purchasing  arms  out  of  the 
imon  funds  of  the  United  States,  rather  than 

the  rich  and  poor  on  the  same  level,  by  re- 
ring  each  to  purchase  arms  for  themselves, 
ich  was  a  provision  too  unequal  and  unjust  to 
countenanced  by  a  free  QoverDmen(. 


After  Mr.  Wbight  had  eoneluded  his  remarks. 

Mr.  LiTTLB  rose.  H^  said  tbat  as  nothing 
which  could  now  be  said  could  affect  the  senti- 
ments of  the  members  of  the  House ;  and  as  un- 
necessary debate  only  served  to  the  waste  of  time 
and  obstruction  of  business,  he  felt  compelled  to 
move  the  previous  question. 

A  sufficient  number  of  members  rising  in  favor 
of  the  previous  question,  it  was  put  io  the  follow- 
ing words,  to  wit :  ^^  Shall  the  main  question  be 
now  put  V*  and'  negatived**yeas  52,  nays,  62,  as 
follows : 

YiAS^WiOis  Alitoiii  jnn.,  William  Anderson,  Ste- 
venson Archer,  Esekiel  Bacon,  Burwell  Baisett,  Wil- 
Uam  BlwdLledge,  WUliam  A.  Burwell,  WilHam  Bat- 
ler,  Langdon  Clieyes,  Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran, 
Lewis  Gondii,  William  Crawford,  Hoger  Davis,  Joseph 
Desha,  2$affiael  Dinsmoor,  Blias  Earle,  James  Fisk, 
Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Ghobon,  Petenoa  Good- 
wyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John 
A.  Harper,  Jacob  Bufty,  Joseph  Kent,  WUlJam  R. 
King,  Peter  Little,  William  Lowndes,  George  C.  Max- 
well, Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah 
Monow,  Anthony  l^ew,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen 
Ormiby,  Israel  Pickens,  Benjamin  Pond,  William  M. 
Richardson,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Roane,  William 
Rodman,  Ebcnezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Adam 
Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie.  George  Smith, 
William  Strong,  George  M.  Troup,  and  Charles  Turn- 
er, junior. 

Nats— John  Baker,  David  Bard,  WUliam  W.  Bibb, 
Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd, 
Jamas  Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Robert  Brown, 
John  C.  Calhoun,  Epaphroditos  Champion,  Martin 
Chittenden,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  William  Ely,  Jas. 
Emott,  William  Findley,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold, 
Charles  Ooldsborough,  Edwin  Gray,  Felix  Grundv, 
Aylett  Hawes,  Richard  Jackson,  juo.,  Abner  Laoock, 
Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  iun.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Li?- 
ingston*  Aaron  Lyie,  Nathamel  Macon,  Archibald  Mo- 
Bryde,  William  McCoy,  Samuel McKee,  James  Milnor, 
Jonsthan  O.  Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomss  New- 
bold,  William  Piper,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  James  Pleas- 
ants, jon.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Qnincy,  John  Ran- 
dolph, William  Reed,  Heniy  M.  Ridgely,  John  Rhea, 
Jonathan  Roberts,  John  Sevier,  John  Smith,  Richard 
Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Sturges, 
Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri  Trac^, 
Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jun.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard 
White,  Robert  Whitehill,  WUliam  Widgery,  Thomas 
WOson,  and  Robert  Wright 

A  gentleman  rising  further  to  debate  the  ques- 
tion, and  Mr.  Pitkin  objecting  thereto,  it  was  de- 
cided by  the  Speaker,  in  confdrmity  to  precedent, 
that  the  decision  of  the  previous  question  in  the 
negative  precludes  further  consideration  of  the 
subject  for  one  day. 

Friday,  February  21. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Landa,  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  bill 
from  the  Senate  ^  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  O'- 
Bannon,"  reported  the  same  without  amendment ; 
and  it  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  infbrmed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriatioiia  for  the  support  of  Ooveroment,  dur* 
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ing  the  year  1812)  with  amendments  ;  in  which 
they  desire,  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
amendments  of  the  Senate;  and  the  same  bein^ 
read,  were,  together  with  the  bill,  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Wilson  offered  a*  resoliltion,  the  object 
of  which  was  to  direct  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  repealing  so  much  of  an  act  of  Con- 
gress as  establishes  ports  of  entry  at  Pittsburg, 
Marietta,  Limestone,  Cincinnati,  and  Louisville. 
Mr.  W.  stated  that  no  entries  were  ever  made  in 
these  ports,  and  yet  revenue  officers  at  these  places 
received  annual  salaries  for  services  which  they 
never  had  an  opportunity  to  perform*  The  reso- 1 
lution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ORSdSBT,  after  adverting  to  the  diffienlty  of 
diatributia^  arms  of  the  United  States  by  land  or 
water  carriage  in  the  interior  of  the  Western 
country,  offered  the  following  resolution: 

*'  Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  se  much  of  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  as  relates 
to  oar  military  affairs,  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  authorizing  the  establishment  of  an  ar- 
mory at  Louisville,  in  Kentucky,  with  leave  to  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise." 

The  resolution  was  .agreed  to  without  oppo- 
sition. 

Mr.  Bassett  laid  upon  the  table  the  following 
resolution : 

<<  Resolved,  That  the  standing  rules  and  orders  of 
the  House  be  so  amended,  that  a  majority  of  those 
present  shall  be  required  to  admit  the  previous  quea- 
tion." 

The,  bill  concerning  the  Levy  Court  of  the 
county  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia; and  the  bill  giving  further  time  to  register 
claims  to  lands  in  the  Western  district  of  the 
Territory  of  Orleans,  were  severally  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

ARTS  AND  MANUFACTURES. 

Mr.  Setbert  said,  after  making  a  verv  few 
preliminary  remarks,  he  would  offer  a  resolution 
for  the  consideration  of  the  House,  connected 
with  a  highly  important  national  object.  By  the 
Eleventh  Congress,  he  was  indulged  in  a  motion 
to  reprint  a  valuable  report  of  a  former  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  on  (he  manufactures  of  the  Uni- 
^  ted  States.  To  that  same  Congress,  the  present 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  made  a  report,  m  part, 
on  the  same  subject.  He  said  he  need  not  recite 
to  the  House  its  merits  ]  they  were  generally  ac- 
knowledged. 

By  the  act  of  May  I,  1810,  it  was  provided  that 
further  information  be  obtained,  bv  the  Marshals 
and  their  deputies,  on  the  subject  or  manufactures. 
The  result  of  their  inquiries  was  a  mass  of  facts 
which  are  now  buried  in  the  archives  of  the 
Treasury,  and  answer  no  useful  purpose  to  the 
nation.  His  present  object,  he  declared  to  be,  the 
publication  of  the  facts  thus  collected.  Upwards 
of  thirty  thousand  dollars  bad  been  already  ap- 
propriated ;  which,  if  the  matter  remained  as  it 
now  is,  would  answer  no  beneficial  purposes.  His  |  Daniel  Shefiay,  Geoige  8mili#,  Jobn  South,  BiA0 


resolQtionf  If  adopted,  would  bring  to  light  mv 
facts  concerning  the  agriculture  and  mtficfs^ 
tures  of  the  United  States,  and  other  stiustia 
information,  connected  with  the  true  basis  c^u^ 
tional  independence.  These  objects  cobsit:!: 
the  permanent  sources  of  the  wealth  of  the  mm : 
they  are  the  real  and  fixed  capital  of  the  coo&trr 
We  shall  thereby  be  enabled  to  trace  our  prcfr^ 
from  infaricy  to  manhood.  By  this  repon  v* 
can  alone  be  In  a  situation  to  enact  a  wise,  p:- 
tic,  and  systematic  tariff  oT  duties;  it  aloceo: 
teach  us  to  discriminate  the  proper  objects  of  p 
t^otion.  I  niight  add  much  more  on  the  sobjf?: 
this  would  be  eoneuming  time  unnecessanif;! 
will  therefore  proceed  to  read  the  resolutioa: 

'*  Resohed,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repmaik 
Hves  of  the  Vnited  States  of  America  in  Cm^v 
asembied.  That,  the  Secretary  of  the  TxeuBir  k 
directed  to  employ  a  person  to  digest  and  roisa: 
such  form  as  shall  be  deemed  most  condadre  a  it 
interesta  of  the  United  States,  a  atatement  of  the  bo 
bci^  nature,  extent,  aituation,  and  value,  of  the  n 
and  manufictures  of  the  United  Stales,  together  «a 
such  other  details  connected  with  theae  nl^g/tA  s 
can  be  made  fi!om  the  abstracts  and  other  dscaafls 
and  retoma  reported  to  him  by  the  Mardtals  utd  «le 
persons  employed  to  collect  information,  in  ooofaa? 
to  the  second  section  ot  the  act  of  the  Ist  «f  K^. 
1810,  and  that  he  report  the  same  to  Congresi  at  oc 
next  session.". 

After  some  observations  from  Mr.  Nevtoi 
stating  the  difficulty  of  the  proposed  digest,^ 
the  want  of  uniformity^  connezioD,  or  meib4^ 
the  returns,  and  the  probability  that  tbe  mou^ 
might  be  so  amended  as  better  to  aiuia  tiiefi^ 
ject  in  view,  the  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie e: 
the  table. 

ARMINO  THE  MILITIA. 

The  House  resumed  the  conaideratioo  of  I2h| 
bill  for  arming  the  militia. 

After  some  observations  from  Messrs.  Pormi 
and  Wriqbt,  in  favor  of  the  bill ;  and  fna 
Messrs.  Roberts  and  TALUfAnoa,  apiosi  tjj 
the  question  was  taken  on  the  passage  of  tlte  kl\ 
and  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  yeas  and  Eifi 
as  follows : 

TsAS'^Winiam  Andenon,  Stevenson  Ardier,  Jfl^ 
hskM,  BurweU  Baaaett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Wigai 
Blackledge,  James  Breckenridge,  William  A.  BwcA-l 
William  Butler«  Laagdon  Chevea,  Matthew  Off 
Jamea  Cochran,  Lewis  Gondit,  William  CiawfMi^! 
seph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinamoor,  Meshack  FnoU^ 
Thomas  Gbolaon,  Chailea  GoMsboimigh,  EdwioGn^- 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  FeUz  Grundy,  BoUing  HaU,  0^ 
Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  fla^l 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  Philip  B.  Key,  William  R.1^ 
Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Joeeph  Lewis,  jsais. 
Peter  Little,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  ^'aIb^ 
iel  Macon,  Thomas  Moore,  Arahibald  McBiyde,  W^ 
liam  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  James  Moigan,  Jereos^ 
Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomis  Nf 
ton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pic^e^ 
James  Pleasants,  junior,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Jobo  Ki& 
dolph,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Samuel  Ringgold,  Jo^ 
Roane,  Bbeneser  Sage,  John  Sevier,  Sarnad  Sba* 
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tanford,  Philip  8taart,  George  M.  Troop,  Oharlee 
'urner,  jr.,  Thomas  Wilton,  and  Robert  Wright — 67. 
Nats— Willis  Alston,  ian<,  £iekiel  Bacon,  David 
ard,  Abijah  Bigelow,  HarmaniM  Bleecker,  Adam 
ioyd,  Elijah  Brigham,  Robert  Brown,  John  C.  Cal- 
oan,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden, 
ahn  DaTcnport,  jr.,  Roger  Davis,  William  Ely,  James 
Imott,  William  Findlej,  James  Fisk,  Asa  Fitch, Thos. 
:.  Gold,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Richard  Jackson,  junior,* 
oseph  Kent,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  George  C. 
laxwell,  Alexander  McKim,  Aninah  Metcalf,  James 
lilnor,  Hamael  L.  Mitchill,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley, 
*homas  Xewbold,  William  Piper,  Timothy  Ptikin,  jr., 
tenjamin  Pond,  Wiltiam  Reed,  William  M.  Richard- 
ni,  John  Rhea,  Jonathan  Roberts,  William  Rodman, 
liomas  Sammons,  Adam  Seybeit,  John  Smilie,  Wil- 
lam  Strong,  LewB  B.  Btargea,  Samuel  Taggart,  Ben- 
unin  Talimadge,  Uii  Tracy,  Pieiiej|yan  Cortlandt, 
in.,  Laban  Wbeaton,  Leonaird  White^  Robert  White- 
lill,  and  WUIiam  Widgeiy^6U 

CAMPAIGN  ON  THE  WABASH. 

The  House  reaolf  ed  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
he  Whole.  oQ  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  offi- 
:ers  and  soldiers  who  served  in  the  late  campaign 
)Q  the  Wabash. 

Mr.  M cKbb  stated  the  prorisions  of  the  law  to 
)e  precisely  copied  from  the  existing  law,  except 
that  its  provisioos  were  extended  to  a  species  of 
force  (the  militia)  which,  in  the  opinion  bf  the 
Secretary  of  War,  did  not  come  within  the  pro- 
visions of  the  law,  which  proTides^  for  the  relief 
of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  those  who  fell  in 
the  service  of  their  country. 

Various  amendments  were  made  to  the  details 
of  the  bill,  and  it  being  reported  to  the  Honse, 
there  appeared  to  be  no  objection  to  the  principle 
of  the  bill. 

Messrs.  McEbb,  Jennings,  Wright,  Littlb, 
Bassett,  Bibb,  Bacon,  Pitkin,  Bdbwell,  Jobn- 
soif,  and  Tallmadge,  took  part  in  the  desultory 
debate  on  the  amendments. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  he  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 


MoNDAT,  February  24. 

Mr.  Bacon,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  to  whom  was  referred  the  amendments  of 
the  Senate  to  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  sopporl  of  Qorernment  for  the  year  1812,  re- 
ported it  as  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  the 
amendments  ought  to  be  agreed  to.  The  bill, 
with  the  amendments,  was  committed ;  and  the 
House  afterwards,  on  motion  of  Mr.  B.,  went  into 
a  committee  on  the  subject,  when  the  amend- 
ments were  agreed  to  and  reported  to  the  House 
and  by  the  House  concurred  in. 

These  amendments  restored  to  the  clerks  in  the 
several  Departments  the  fifteen  per  cent,  which 
had  been  struck  out  of  the  bill  when  last  before 
the  House,  and  appropriated  $100,000  for  the  con- 
liogeat  expenses  of  foreign  intercourse.  The  yeas 
and  nays  were  taken  upon  the  additional  allow- 
aace  to  the  clerks,  and  carried,  64  to  40;  the  al- 
lowance for  contingent  expenses  of  foreign  in- 
tercourse, was  carried,  83  to  17. 


Mr.  Basbstt  called  up  the  resolution  which 
he  had  laid  upon  the  table  on  Friday  last,  propos- 
ing an  alteration  in  the  rules  of  the  House^  requir- 
ing a  majority,  instead  of  one-fifth  of  the  mem- 
bers present,  to  call  for  the  previous  question. 
After  a  few  observations  from  Mr.  B.  on  the  pro- 
priety of  this  alteration  of  the  rules,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Stanford,  who  said  it  would  render  the  rule 
much  leas  obnezioua  than  heretofore,  it  was  agreed 
to,  61  to  40. 

The  following  bills  passed  their  third  reading, 
viz :  a  bill  sappTementary  to  an  act  providing  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  General  Post  Oifice 
and  Patent  Ofiice,  and  for  other  ])urposes ;  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  served 
in  the  late  campaign  on  the  Wabash;  and  a  bill 
to  incorporate  the  Trustees  of  the  Qeorg6towa 
Lancastrian  School  Society. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Porter,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill 
supplementary  to  the  act  for  raising  an  additional 
military  force ;  which,  after  being  amended,  was 
reported  to  the  House,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Macon,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

SUPREME  COUBT. 

Mr.  Gold  said,  it  was  well  known,  that  from 
the  increased  business  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
considerable  delay  and  injury  was  occasioned  to 
suitors  hy  their  causes  being  laid  over  from  one 
court  to  another ;  and  the  judges,  having  to  attend 
to  their  several  Circuit  Courts,  could  not  devote 
sufficient  time  to  the  business  of  the  Supreme 
Court  Mr.  O.  thought  it  improper  that  the  same 
judges  who  preside  in  the  Circuit  Courts,  should 
afterwards  revise  their  own  judgments,  in  cases 
of  appeal,  in  the  Supreme  Court,  He  did  not  be- 
lieve that  this  was  m  conformity  to  the  meaning 
of  the  CoDstituiional  provision,  that  "the  judicial 
'  powers  of  the  United  States  shall  be  vested  in 
'  one  Supreme  Court,  and  in  such  inferior  courts 
'  as  the  Congress  may,  from  time  to  time,  ordain 
'  and  establish."  He  saw  no  difficulty  that  would 
auend  the  holding  of  the  Circuit  Courts  by  two 
or  more  district  judges  from  adjoining  districts. 
In  order  to  bring  this  subject  before  the  House, 
Mr,  O.  offered  the  following  resolution : 

**  Ruolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
whether  any,  and  if  any,  what  alteration  is  necessary 
in  the  judicial  system  of  the  United  States,  and  that 
they  report  by  biU." 

Agreed  to,  and  a  committee  of  five  appointed. 

GOVERNMENT  LOAN. 

The  House  went  into  a  committee  on  the  sub- 
ject of  ways  and  means,  when  the  bill  authorizing 
a  loan  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  ^-—  million  of 
dollars,  was  taken  up.  And  the  bill  having  been 
read  through,  the  blank  for  the  amount  of  the 
loan  was  filled  up  with  eleven  millions  of  dollars, 
and  the  blank  for  the  time  after  which  the  Uni- 
ted States  shall  be  at  liberty  to  reimburse  the  sum 
loaned,  was  filled  with  twelve  years.  The  com- 
mittee then  rose  and  the  House  concurred  in  the 
amendments.  On  the  question,  "  Shall  the  bill 
he  engrossed  for  tt  third  reading  T^  the  yeas  and 
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nsyj*  were  called,  and  the  quettioa  was  carried, 
86  to  28,  as  follows : 

rKAB-^WiUis  Alston,  janior,  William  Anderson, 
Starenson  Archer,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  Dayid  Bard,  Bur- 
well  Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  William  Blackledge, 
Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  Wm.  A.  Bnrwett,  William 
BuUer,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  Matthew 
Clay,  Jamee  Cochran,  Lewii  Condit,  William  Craw- 
ford, John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor, 
Elias  Earle,  James  Emott,  William  Findley,  James 
Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peteiaon 
Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  BoUing 
Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawea, 
Jaeob  Hufty,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  Wil* 
liam  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Peter 
Little,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  William  Lowndes, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell, 
Thomas  Moore,  Archibald  McBiyde,  William  McCoy, 
Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  Metcal^ 
James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  An- 
thony New,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Ste- 
phen Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  James 
Pleasants,  jr.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Eliiha 
R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John 
Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebenezer  Sage, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenezer  Sealer,  John  Sener, 
Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith, 
Silas  Stow,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charlas  Tur- 
ner, jr.,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jr.,  Robert  Whitehill, 
William  Widgery,  and  Robert  Wright.— 86. 

NATs--4ohnBakeE«  Abfjah  Bigelow,  Elijah  Bngham, 
Epaphroditua  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  John 
Davenport,  jr.,  William  Ely,  Asa  Fitch,  Charles  Golds- 
borough,  Edwin  Gray,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Philip  B. 
Key,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  James  Milnor, 
Jonathan  0.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pit^ 
kin,  jr.,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  William  Rodman,  Richard 
Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Tag- 
gart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard 
White,  and  Thomas  Wilson.— 28. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bacon,  the  House  agreed 
that  they  would  to-roorrow  take  up  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  in  relation  to 
the  contemplated  taxes. 

Tuesday,  February  25. 

Mr.  QholiSon,  from  the  Commtitee  of  Claims, 
who  was  instructed  by  a  resolution  of  the  third 
ultimo,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  cootin- 
uiog  in  force  an  act  to  provide  for  persons  who 
were  disabled  by  kao wo  wouoda  received  io  the 
Revolutionary  war^  presented  a  bill  to  continue 
in  force  "An  act  to  provide  for  persons  who  were 
disabled  by  known  wounds  received  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war ;''  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  oa  Monday 
next. 

On  motion  of  Mt.  Poindbxtbb,  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands  were  discharged  from  the 
consideration  of  the  resolution  submitted  by  him 
on  the  thirtieth  ultimo,  concerning  lauds  in  Flor- 
ida ;  and  the  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Attor- 
ney General  of  the  United  States,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  to  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "  to  establish  a 
duartermasier's  Department,  and  for  other  par- 


poses  ;"  in  'whieh  they  desire  the  cuncorrence  af ' 
tbisHoQse. 

Mr.  Lewis,  from  the  Commtctee  on  the  District 
of  Colombia,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  Pr^ 
ident  of  the  United  States  to  lease  for  t  terin.'f 
years  one  of  the  reservations  of  public  groQDdu  I 
the  City  of  Washington,  (the  vacant  groond  ki:* 
west  01  the  Capitol.)  for  the  purpose  of  aboUQ.e  i 
^rden.    The  bill  was  twice  read  and  commir^l 

Mr.  Setbebt  called  tip  the  resolution  wh:cEh£  , 
had  laid  npon  the  table  some  days  ago,  propoia;  I 
to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  loea- 
ploy  a  proper  person  to  'arrange  and  digest  (»  | 
information  oa  the  aabject  of  mannfactnres.  it- 
cetved  from  the  Marshals  of  the  several  Suiei; 
which,  after  reeeiving  some  little  modtficttm 
from  its  mover,  was  read  three  times,  and  passei 

A  hill  from  the  Senate  for  establishing  a  Qoar- 
termaster's  Department,  and  for  other  parpoHi 
was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  Coauniiiet  ca  | 
Military  Afiairs. 

STEPHEN  FELLOWS. 

Mr.  Pitkin  presented  the  petition  of  Stepha 
Fellows,  a  wounded  soldier  of  the  Revolntiia 
prating  for  an  increase  of  pension,  owing  to  kit 
entire  disability  to  earn  anything  toward  a  sub- 
sistence by  lablor. 

Mr.  P.  said  this  petitioner  was  already  aliowd 
five  dollars  a  month,  the  hig[hest  degree  of  pei- 
sion  provided  by  the,  laws  of  the, United  Sui£&; 
but  he  thought  that  persons  so  utterly  iocapiei* 
tated  as  he  knew  this  man  to  be,  ought  to  harei 
larger  allowance.  He  moved,  therefore,  to  refn 
the  petition  to  the  Committee  of  Claim*,  wiik 
instructions  "to  inquire  into  the  expedieocj of 
^  makiuiir  provision  by  law  for  increasing  the  pe^ 
'  sion  of  non-commissioned  officers  aod  soidioi 
'  to  a  greater  sum  than  is  at  present  allovei 

*  whenever,  in  consequence  of  wounds,  they  bate 

*  become  totally  unable  to  maiataio  themxires 
^  by  manual  labor. 

Messrs*  Alston  and  8 baw opposed  this  motioL 
as  tending  to  break  up  all  the  present  reguUtioai 
in  this  respect,  and  to  bring  in  a  crowd  of  ippii- 
cants  of  the  same  kind ;  tl&ey  tbonght  the  Uoiud 
States  had  done  enough  on  this  subject.  If  tbtx 
were  any  particularly  hard  cases,  the  States  la 
which  such  persons  livedo  or  the  society  abotf 
them,  would  doubtless  render  tkem  iheassisufice 
which  their  situation,  required.  Mr.  S.  mofed 
that  the  petition  lie  on  tlie  table*  This  mouoi 
was  negatived— 41  to  38. 

After  a  few  obstrvations  against  the  refereoce. 
by  Mr.  Widgert,  and  in  favor  of  it  by  Mr.  FiiL 
the  motion  was  carried— 45  to  43. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Littlb,  the  wtrd 
"  officers"  waa  added  before  the  word  ^  non-coo- 
missioned." 

OOYBRNMENT  LOAN. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  authorizing  a  loaD  for 
eleven  tniuions  of  dollars,  was  read  the  third  time; 
and  the  question  being  put,  "  Shall  the  bill  pass  to 
its  third  reading?" 

Mr.  M.  Clat  expressed  a  wish  that  the  bill 
m  ight  be  postponed  for  a  few  days.    It  was  pred- 
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eated  upoa  war,  which  nuoy  siiil  hoped  might 
e  avoided.  The  Constituiioo  had  jusf  arrived 
rom  France,  aod  had  probably  brou((h.t  despacch- 
s,  which  doubtless  would  be  Gommunicated  to 
yongress  as  sood  as  they  could  be  got  ready, 
le  hoped,  therefore,  the  consideratiua  of  this  bill 
voold  be  postpooed  until  Monday  next.  And  he 
^ave  notice  that  he  should  move  a  like  postpone- 
nent  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Waysaud 
deans,  in  relation  to  tazeff  when  that  aubjeet 
hall  be  called  up. 

Mr.  Bacon  said,  whatever  weight  the  remarks 
}f  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  might  have,  in 
elation  to  the  taxev.  he  hoped  they  would  not 
)revail,  in  postponing  the  coosideration  of  the 
;>resent  bill.  Congress  had  already  authorixed 
rery  large  expenses,  which  must  be  provided  for; 
md  the  Executive  ought  to  have  soma  time  al- 
lowed bim  to  ascertain  whether  loans  can  be  ob- 
tained upon  the  terms  contained  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  SMiLiEsaid,  it  was  well  known  that  he  had 
been  opposed  to  a  part  of  the  measures  of  expense 
which  had  been  authorized;  but, as  the  bills  had 
now  become  laws,  he  felt  himself  bound  to  pro- 
vide the  ways  aod  means  fur  carrying  them  into 
effect.  Aod  he  was  for  doiag  this  at  once,  with- 
OQi  waiting  for  any  communications  from  abroad, 
which  were  altogether  uncertain. 

The  motion  for  po«fponemeot  was  lost. 

The  question  then  returned  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Randolph  did  not  fed  himself  bound  to 
▼ote  for  this  bill  because  the  expenses,  for  the 
meeting  of  which  it  went  to  provide  a  loan,  had 
been  authorized.  He  held  himself  perfectly  ab- 
solved from  these  measures;  as  he  had  constantly 
opposed  them  in  tt:ceir  progress  through  the 
House. 

But  I  do  not  rise,  said  Mr.  R.,  either  to  make 
an  apology  for  my  vote,  or  wilb  an  expectation  ol 
chaoeing  the  sentiments  of  a  single  individual  in 
this  House.  It  is  for  the  purpose,  if  it  were  pos- 
sible, of  being  heard  by  those  to  whom  alone  I 
feel  myaelf  amenable  for  my  public  conduce.  But 
I  well  know,  from  long  and  tried  experience  m 
this  House,  that  this  is  a  desperate  hope — that  the 
avenues  to  tbe  public  ear  are  shot  against  a  so^all 
and  not,  perhaps,  very  important  description  of 
persons  in  this  Hoose.* 

Mr.  R.  wished  the  American  peo|>le  to  know 
what  new  cause  of  war  had  accrued  since  the  ac- 
cession of  tbe  present  President  to  the  Chair — 

*  Mr.  Randolph  certainly  had  no  allusion  to  the  Na- 
tional IntalUgencer  in  this  remark*  because,  as  to  this 
paper,  such  an  imputation  as  is  here  conveyed,  would 
be  utterly  and  notoriously  without  foundation.  What- 
ever may  be  our  errors  of  omission  or  commission,  Mr. 
Randolph  and  his  friends  (the  description  of  persons, 
we  presume,  to  whom  the  orator  adverts)  have  neither 
right  nor  reason  to  complain ;  they  cerUinly  have  here- 
tofore occupied,  in  our  columns,  their  foil  share  of  pub- 
lic attention.  We  have,  therefore,  thought  proper  to 
eaation  our  readers  against  falling  into  the  error,  from 
the  generality  of  the  honorable  gentleman's  phraseolo- 
gy, of  supposing  him  to  have  alluded  to  this  paper. — 

MoUb^ihe  Editor  o/<Ae  Naiumai  Mtiiigi 

I2ih  Cost.  1st  Sbss.— 35 


since  the  return  of  Mr.  Monroe  from  his  mission  to 
London.  Aod  he  wished  them  to  know  upon 
what  principle  this  nation,  whicb  has  hitherto 
been  preserved  in  peace — this  nation,  which,  with 
all  the  vexations  and  los.ses  she  has  experienced, 
is  still  the  freest  and  happiest  nation  on  eartti^^ 
OB  what  principles  she  shall  be  torn  from  her  faal 
iBoorings  of  peace,  and  launched  into  the  tem- 
pestuous aea  of  European  politics— into  a  sea  of 
blood. 

Mr.  R.  knew  he  asked  in  vain.  No  answer  could 
be  given.  Such  conduc^t,  in  h'n  opinion,  was  in 
the  highest  degree  wanton,  and  was  enough  to 
call  down  upon  us  tbe  chastening  hand  of  Him 
who  roles  the  Universe.  We  have  it  in  our  power 
to  remain  free  and  at  peace.  Our  firesides  are 
safe.  Our  porta  and  harbors  may  be  defended  ; 
but  we  have .  imbibed  a  portion  of  that  apiril 
which  lost  the  angeU  their  setfl  in  Heaven.  We 
are  about  to  throw  aside  our  peaceful  state  and 
mingle  in  tbe  dreadful  conflict  ol'  European  am« 
bilion  and  disorder.  His  heart  was  sick  within 
him  at  the  sight.    It  died  at  the  very  idea. 

It  is  not  in  our  power,  said  Mr,  R.,  to  dive  into 
futurity  ;  but  we  can  judge  of  the  past.  No  man 
who  hears  me  will  say  that  we  have  any  cause  of 
war  now,  tiiat  we  had  not  eighteen  months  ago. 
And  let  me  ask  every  planter  and  farmer  in  this 
country,  and  I  believe  1  might  add  every  manu* 
faetnrer,  too.  whether,  during  the  last  year,  in  the 
course  of  which  we  have  been  able  to  sell  our 
breadstuff  at  a  vast  profir,  it  would  have  been  bet*  . 
ter  for  us  to  have  been  engaged  in  war  than  to 
have  temaiaed  in  peace  ?  To  have  been  cut  off 
from  this  market  for  our  produce,  and  to  have  had 
in  its  stead  war,  with  all  its  retinue  of  land  taxei, 
exci^^ea,  salt  tax,;itamp  tax,  d&c.1 

Were  you  to  iask  any  yeoman  of  common  sense 
in  this  country  such  a  question,  he  would  laugh 
at  you.  Whether,  during  the  past  year,  he  woold 
choose  to  have  had  his  sons  fighting  battles  on 
the  plains  of  Abraham,  in  which  he  had  no  inter- 
est, with  his  produce  rotting  in  his  barn,  or  let 
the  year  pass  away  as  it  has  done  in  peace,  afford' 
ing  an  eicellent  price  for  grain  of  every  kind  1 
This,  said  he,  is  an  unanswered  and  unanswera- 
ble argument. 

If  our  Treasury  be  empty,  said  Mr.  R.,  it  is 
owing  to  our  own  acts.  Repeal  your  non-impor- 
tation act.  Do  away  your  whole  restrictive  sys^ 
teni<— put  the  two  countries,  in  point  of  fact,  upon 
the  same  footing,  and,  my  life  upon  it,  you  will 
find  no  difficulty  in  arranging  all  your  present 
differences.  And.  rather  than  do  tnis,  will  thia 
House-plunge  this  nation  into  a  foreign  war,  con- 
trary to  the  public  sentiment  ?  Contrary  to  the 
wishes  of  many  of  those  who  are  within  tbe 
hearing  of  my  voice,  who  may  be  pushed  into  a 
vote  which  they  wish,  if  possible,  to  avoid?  Is 
this  a  state  of  things  which  will  authorize  Con- 
gress to  put  the  nation  into  a  state  of  war  ?  If 
war  were  absolutely  necessary,  there  would  be  no 
necessity  for  individuals  to  act  under  such  excite- 
ments— so  that  one-half  woold  enter  into  it  re- 
luctantly, and  the  other  half  would  be  ashamed 
of  entering  into  the  measure^ike  some  hapless 
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RidiTiduftl,  precipitated  ioto  single  eombat  against 
bis  own  will,  under  the  lash  €f  the  press,  an^  the 
hvisy  talk  of  the  eofTee-hoase  saonterers  of  the 

dar. 

But,  said  Mr.  E.,  has  it  heen  taken  into  consid- 
eration, that  these  two  great  belligerents,  whoibr 
twenty  vears  have  been  disturbing  the  repose  of 
mankina— during  which  period  we  have  had  the 
wisdom  and  the  virtue,  nader  men  acknowledged 
on  all  hands  to  be  great :  under  Mr.  Jefferson,  the 
idol  of  one  description  of  the  people;  under  Mr. 
Adamk.  the  idol  of  an  opposite  description  ;  and 
under  General  Washington,  the  Idol  of  all,  to  steer 
clear  of  any  connexion  with  them— >may  make 
peace  ?  And  if  we  are  now  to  take  leave  of  our 
peacefnl  course,  under  what  auspices  are  we  about 
to  do  so  ?  Who  are  the  statesmen  to  plan,  or  the 
military  chief  to  execute  1  But,  as  he  had  said, 
these  belligerents  may  make  peace,  and  peace  is 
always  made  at  the  expense  of  a  weaker  Power. 
May  not  Qreat  Britain  and  France,  after,  per- 
haps, we  shall  have  taken  possession  of  Canada, 
find  it  to  their  advantage  to  make  peace,  and  in 
that  case  we  may  be  compelled  to  surrender  Can- 
ada, to  England,  or  Louisiana  to  France ;  or  to 
enter  into  any  other  condition,  no  matter  how 
much  it  may  affect  our  interest,  if  it  produce, 
what  these  Powers  always  keep  in  view,  their 
own  aggrandizement? 

Are  we  going  to  war  on  the  faith  of  the  dura- 
tion of  the  life  of  the  present  Emperor  of  France? 
Are  we  prepared  to  rest  our  Whole  hopes  on  the 
existence  of  that  man  ?  Or,  what  is  worse,  to 
'  attach  ourselves  to  his  cause,  and  number  our- 
selves among  those  he  calls  his  allies?  and  for 
what  ? 

Mr.  R.  said,  it  was  six  or  seven  years  since  this 
question  was  first  incidentally  touched  on  in  this 
House,  on  a  motion  of  a  member  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, since  translated  to  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature.  He  had  lately  looked  into  the  opin- 
ions which  he  entertained  and  expressed  on  that 
occasion,  and  he  found  them  precisely  to  agree 
with  his  present  sentiments;  and  it  was  satisfac- 
tory to  himself  to  find  this  agreement ;  but  he  re- 
gretted also  to  discover  that  the  forebodings  of 
that  day  had  been  unhappily  realized  in  respect 
to  our  Government. 

'  Mr.  R.  said,  it  was  not  his  intention,  when  he 
came  to  the  House  this  morning,  to  have  spoken 
on  this  subject.  He  came  to  enter  his  protest 
against  the  system  which  is  patronized  by  those 
who  call  themselves  the  friends  of  the  people,  who 
style  themselves  Republicans. 

And,  if  he  thought  it  would  have  any  effect,  he 
would  call  upon  the  advocates  of  those  meas- 
ures to  pause  upon  this  fearful  abyss^-this  laby- 
rinth or  war,  into  which  whomsoever  has  entered, 
except  the  two  great  devourersof  mankind,  the 
tiger  and  the  shark,  have  most  assuredly  died. 

With  respect  to  the  taxes  in  question,  though 
they  should  be  voted  in  shoals,  he  should  never 
believe  that  the  people  of  the  United  States  will 
ever  submit  to  pay  them.  He  wished  not  to  be 
misunderstood.  They  will  submit  to  them  as  long 
as  they  are  enforced  by  law ;  but  the  people  of  the 


United  States  are  the  law-givers  of  this  Itod,  tsi 
they  will  take  care  that  these  laws  shall  aoc  la; 
exist.  Indeed,  thev  would  be  traiton  to  tbea- 
selves  and  their  tsnildreo,  if  they  suffered  iks 
last  shilling  to  be  taken  from  their  pocketi  vA 
their  blood  to  be  spilled  in  a  war  wkieh  they  6i 
not  approve. 

The  bill  passed  its  third  readinsr— yeas  ^stf. 
39,  as  follows: 

YaAB— WiUis  Alston,  Jr.,  William  ABiknae,Sfr 
,vensoD  Areher,  Ei^iei  Baoon,  Dmvid  Bsid,  Bond 
Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb»  Hamanoa  Bleecka,  hko. 
Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  WUIiam  A.  BnnreU,  W2is 
Butler,  John  C.  Calhoaa,  Langdon  Chere^  MtOlff 
Clay,  James  Cochran,  Lewis  Condit,  William  Cos- 
ford,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  JoMph  Dedia,Sifr 
oel  Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle,  James  Emott,  Wasa 
Findley,  James  Fisk.  Meshack  Franklin.  Tkeii 
Gholson,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Peterson  Good«7ii.U 
L.  Green,  Felix  Grandy,  BoUing  HaU,  Obed  H^ 
John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hnftj,  Bi 
ard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  Kjb|,A^ 
ner  Lacoek,  Joseph  Lefover,  Peter  lattle,  Rabet  \x 
ti(rj  Livingston,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Ljk,9» 
thaniel  Maeon,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Thomti  MiR 
William  McCoy,  Alexander  McKim,  Aimisk  Mrta: 
damuel  L.  Mitehill,  James  Morgan,  JeiemtikNr 
TOW,  Hn^  NelaoB,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  N€«U. 
Thomas  Newton,  Btrahen  Oimaby,  Israel  Picbs 
WiUiam  Piper,  James  Plaaaants,  jr.,  Benjawn  Ptti 
Peter  B.  Porter,  Eiisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Qw? 
WUltam  Reed,  WiUiam  M.  Richardson.  Samsel  fiir 
gold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Joaathaa  Robcm,  ^ 
neier  Sage,  Thomas  Sammens,  Ebenezer  SeaTeiJik 
Sevier,  Adam  3eybert,  Samuel  ^aw,  John  Ssik 
George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Silas  Stow,  Wm.  Strsi 
Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troop,  Charles  Turner,  fsas. 
Pierre  Van  CorUandt,  Jan.,  Robert  WhitehiU,  WiLac 
Widgery,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright 

YKAS--John  Baker,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Jama  Bieti 
enridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Epaphroditos  ChaopK 
Martin  Chittenden,  John  Davenport,  jnn^  Asa  f^ 
Charles  Goldsborough,  Edwin  Ony,  Rielisid  itc^ 
junior,  I.yman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jnn.,  Jaawt  IGif 
Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson,  TEmothj  Pitks 
jann  John  Randolph,  Heniy  M.  Ridgely,  WittimM 
man,  Daniel  Shelley,  Richard  Staafanl,  Phi^  ^^ 
Lewis  B.  Storges,  Samuel  Taggait,  Beajsmis  1^ 
madge,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  While,  sndTbB* 
Wilson. 

WAR  TAXES. 

Mr.  Bacom  called  for  the  order  of  the  dares 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meis^ 
on  the  subject  of  the  contemplated  taxes. 

Mr.  Clay  moved  that  this  subject  be  postpoj* 
till  Monday  week,  for  the  reasons  which  he  it 
already  stated. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  could  see  no  good  rea«w  ns- 
this  delay.  The  report  of  the  Commin«  ^ 
Ways  and  Means  has  been  some  time  before  t^ 
House.  The  House  had,  from  day  to  day,  fa^-??- 
upon  objects  of  great  expense,  and  it  was  c?f 
tainly  necessary  to  provide  the  ways  and  m^^ 
to  meet  them.  We  have  just  pas5ed  a  bill  i^ 
borrowing  eleven  millions  of  dollars;  but  (^^ 
will  fall  far  short  of  what  will  be  wanted.  & 
penses  have  been  autharized  to  the  amoost  & 
twenty  BuUioas.    Why  do  gentlemen  wis^  ^ 
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postpone  this  qvesttdii  of  peace  or  war  ?  It  can* 
lot  be,  after  authoriziof  the  prepftnitorT  meas- 
ires,  they  are  afraid  to  meet  it  He  wished  to 
ee  the  question  before  the  Hoose,  and  to  hear  it 
ally  discussed.  It  will  be  of  no  use  that  armies 
lave  been  aothorized,  except  the  sinews  of  war 
«  prorided.    He  was  against  a  postponement. 

Mr.  FtsK  was  in  favor  of  postpooemeot ;  not 
leeaase  he  was  afraid  to  meet  the  question  of 
»eace  or  war  at  a  proper  time.  He  was  not  wili- 
ng, however,  to  Vote  for  taxes,  or  war,  until  erery 
lopMB  of  accommodation  had  disappeared,  nor  did 
le  see  any  necessity  for  doiof  so.  Were  the  sub- 
ect  to  be  uken  up  at  present,  some  members 
vould  be  placed  in  diflicuky  as  to  their  TOte ; 
irhen,  some  days  hence,  there  would  be  no  differ- 
!Dce  of  opinion  among  those  who  have  uniformly 
roted  for  puttiog  the  natioo  in  a  state  of  defence. 
Ele  knew  there  were  taxes  among  those  proposed 
which  had  been  used  as  instru meats  against  those 
Rfho  had  laid  them,  and  which  might  again  be  so 
ised  ;  but,  if  ihey  become  necessary,  this  consid- 
eration, he  presumed,  would  be  lost  sight  of. 

Mr.  Potter  spoke  against  the  postponement. 

Mr.  Bacon  was  not  particntarly  aoxious  on  the 
lubject,  thouf^h  he  could  see  no  objection  to  en- 
tering upon  it  at  present.  The  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  had  thought  it  their  duty  to 
make  their  report  as  soon  as  they  were  able ;  and, 
tiaving  done  this,  the  responsibility  lies  with  the 
House.  If  the  House  showed  an  unwillingoess  to 
^nter  upon  this  subject,  it  might  have  an  unfa- 
rorable  effect  upon  the  loan  which  had  been 
authorized. 

Mr.  Newton  wished  the  House  to  eo  into  a 
Committee  on  this  subject,  if  it  were  ool^to  take 
up  that  part  of  the  report  which  has  reference  to 
an  increase  of  duties  on  imports,  as  the  maDufae- 
turers  in  different  parts  of  the  United  States,  who 
had  expended  large  sums  in  erecting  works,  are 
inxious  to  know  the  determination  of  Congress 
Dn  this  subject. 

Mr.  Clay,  from  the  considerations  sugrested 
by  the  gentleman  last  up,  withdrew  his  motion. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means ;  when  the  first  resolution, 
proposinij^  an  increase  of  1(H)  per  cent,  on  impost 
duties  bemg  under  consideration- 
Mr.  Bacon  rose  and  said,  that  he  should  per- 
haps be  very  readily  excused  by  the  Committee, 
should  he  refrain  altogether  from  claiming  their 
attention  to  any  further  expositions  of  the  views 
which  had  governed  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  in  the  general  report  which  it  had 
been  deemed  their  duty  to  present  to  the  House, 
and  which  was  now  the  subject  of  consideration ; 
and  were  he  to  be  governed  solely  by  his  own 
feelings  or  inclinations,  he  certainly  should  not 
be  disposed  to  add  to  the  long  list  of  unwdcome 
taxes,  whose  adoption  Was  recommended  to  the 
House— one  which  in  his  view  had  long  since 
become  to  them  and  to  the  nation  the  most  inju- 
reus  and  burdensome  of  all  others— the  tax  of 
words.  Presuming^,  however,  that  some  more 
particular  exphtaation  of  the  various  topics  em- 


braced by  the  report,  might  be  conceived  to  ba 
due  from  him  as  a  member  of  the  committee,  and 
desirotts  that  his  own  views,  at  least,  of  this  very 
important  subject,  should  not  be  misunderstood 
he  would,  as  biriefly  as  he  could,  proceed  to  such 
further  elucidation  of  the  grounds  on  which  the 
report  was  predicated,  as  it  was  in  his  power  to 
ofier. 

In  addition  to  the  general  duty  at  all  times  in- 
eumbent  upon  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  to  see  that  the  credit  of  the  Government 
should  at  no  time  be  permitted  to  suffer  for  the 
want  of  pecuniary  means,  commensurate  wfih  its 
exigencies,  their  attention,  it  would  be  recollected, 
had  been  at  a  very  early  period  of  the  session  par- 
ticularly drawn  to  this  subject,  bv  that  portion  of 
the  Message  of  the  President  or  the  United  States 
which  had  been  especially  referred  to  their  con- 
sideration, and  in  which  the  necessity  of  prodno- 
inga  revenue  "sufficient  at  least  to  defray  the 
*  ordinary  expenses  of  Government,  and  to  pay 
'  the  interest  on  the  public  debt,  including  that  on 
^new  loans  which  might  be  authorixed^'-^was 
strongly  enjoined— it  was  for  the  purpose  of  car- 
rying into  eiSect  this  provident  recommendation 
of  the  Bxecutive,  that  the  earnest  attention  of  the 
committee  had  been  bestowed  upon  the  present 
and  future  state  of  our  financial  concerns.  Under 
the  expenditures  already  aocborized  by  law,  and 
in  the  event  of  the  war,  which  the  acts  of  every 
branch  of  the  Government  gave  us  the  highest 
reason  to  expect  was  likely  to  occur  within  a  pe- 
riod not  verv  distant,  the  amount  of  those  expen- 
ditures, both  ordinary  and  extraordinary,  were 
detailed  at  large  in  the  report.  Those  of  the 
former  description,  which  fall  upon  the  present 
year,  have  already  been  provided  for  from  the 
revenues  which  will  be  receivable  during  the 
year,  and.  from  the  moneys  remaining  in  the 
Treasury  at  its  commencement,  and  no  further 
provision  is  necessary  on  this  account. 

In  relation  to  the  extraordinary  expenditures, 
on  which  the  estimates  of  the  committee  were 
founded,  and  for  the  d^rayiog  of  which  the  House 
had  just  now  authorized  a  loan  of  eleven  millions- 
it  might,  perhaps,  be  supposed  that  some  of  the 
heads  of  expenditure  auiborixed  might  be  rather 
nominal  than  real,  and  at  any  rate  were  much  lar- 
^r  than  could  in  all  probability  be  expended  dur- 
ing the  present  year.  This  was  probably  true- 
but  he  found  that  in  the  event  of  actual  war  dur- 
ing a  considerable  portion  of  the  year^  and  on  that 
basts  the  committee  grounded  their  estimates, 
there  were  other  branches  of  expenditure  which 
would  turn  out  much  higher  than  had  as  vet 
been  calculated ;  and  it  would  be  recollected  tnat 
a  bill  had  within  a  few  days  passed  the  House, 
by  which  an  additional  annual  expenditure  of 
9400,000  was  authorized  for  arming  the'  militia, 
which  had  not  been  brought  into  the  estimates 
of  the  committee.  For  the  expenditures  of ''the 
present  year,  both  ordinary  and  extraordinary, 
(excepting  only  the  sums  necessary  for  the  an- 
nual reimbursemebt  of  the  principal  of  the  old 
debt,  and  which  remained  thereafter  to  be  pro- 
vided for  by  a  new  loan,)  provision  had  thus  been 
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alretdy  made  by  the  House.  The  next  qveaioo 
is  in  relatiOQ  to  the  provision  necessary  for  the 
Iwo  Bttcceeding  years.  The  commuiee  have 
estimated  both  the  ordinary  and  extraordinary 
expenditures  of  those  vears.  at  about  the  same 
as  are  contemplated  by  the  appropriations  for 
the  present  year,  adding  for  the  year  1813,  the  in- 
terest on  the  loan  authoriz«^d  for  the  present  year, 
and  for  the  year  1814,  the  additional  interest  ac- 
cruing on  the  expected  loan  for  the  service  of  tbe^ 
previous  year.  This  estimate,  calculating  the  re- 
ceipts into  the  Treasury  from  present  sources  of 
reYenue  at  but  a  little  more  than  three  millions, 
left  a  deficit  of  more  than  seven  millions  for  the 
payment  of  ordinary  expenses  and  interest  for 
1814,  and  more  than  six  and  an  half  millions  for 
1813.  It  was  true  that  the  estimates  of  the  reve- 
nue from  present  sources  for  those  years,  was  and 
most  be  almost  entirely  conjectural ;  and  most 
gentlemen,  it  jvas  beltevedi  were  disposed  to  esti- 
mate it  considerably  higher.  We  are  all  apt  to 
be  disposed  in  times  of  difficulty  to  look  ra* 
ther  upon  that  side  of  the  picture  which  was 
least  dwcouragiog.  Nothing  confident  could  cer- 
tainly be  predicated  on  a  state  of  things  which 
was  altogether  so  new  to  us  of  late  years  as  an 
active  war  with  Great  Britain;  but,  so  far  as  we 
can  calculate  upon  any  known  data,  he  had 
much  reason  to  fear,  that  this  conjectural  esti- 
mate was  not  greatly  underrirted.  We  have  no 
document  which  gives  us  the  respective  amount 
of  our  actual  importations  of  articles  on  which 
impost  duties  are  collected  from  different  foreign 
countries  for  the  two  or  three  years  past — but, 
from  information  laid  before  the  House  in  the 
year  1805,  it  ap))ear^  that,  on  an  average  of  the 
years  1802,  3,  and  4,  our  imporiations  from  all 
parts  of  the  world  were  as  follows:  from  the 
British  dominions,  $35,970,000;  Northern  Eu* 
topean  Puwers,  97.094000;  Holland,  France, 
Spain,  and  Italy,  $25,475,000 ;  Portugal  «1,083,- 
000;  China  and  other  native  A^^iatio  Powers, 
$4856.000;  all  other  countries  $738,000;  total 
#75,094,000.  When,  therefore,  it  was  considered 
that  nearly  half  of  the  whole  amount  of  our  im- 

Bist  duties  accrued  on  importations  from  Qreat 
ritain,  which,  throwing  out  of  view  such  illicit 
trade  as  might  take  place  in  a  state  oi  war.  must 
beentirel  y  suspended ;  the  general  exclusion  which 
it  was  to  be  feared  we  must  be  subjected  to  from 
the  Baltic,  Mediterranean,  and  Asiatic  trade ;  he 
did  not  know  from  what  sources  of  legitimate 
commerce  w»  could  flatter  ourselves  with  the 
prospect  of  a  much  greater  revenue  from  external 
sources  than  the  amount  which  had  been  assumed 
bv  the  committee.  especiall]f  when  we  contem- 
plate the  increased  interruptions  to  which  all  our 
other  branches  of  foreign  commerce  must  be  ex- 
posed by  capture  and  the  general  hostilities  of 
the  enemy. 

It  is  assumed  by  the  committee,  that  the  extra- 
ordinary or  war  expenditures  of  the  two  succeed- 
ing years  should  also  rest  upon  further  loans ;  and 
it  is  proposed  that  revenue  sufficient  to  pay  only 
the  ordinary  expenses,  and  the  interest  on  the  old  1 
debt  and  on  new  loans,  should  be  immediately  1 


provided  for  by  the  (Soveranent— leaviogosk 
the  present  year  the  principal  of  the  old  debt  n- 
im  bursa  ble,  to  be  provided  for  by  a  prolo&gatiQi 
of  the  old  or  the  contracting  of  a  new  loss.  Tib 
requisition  is  evidently  so  naoderate  in  itself,  ik 
so  clearly  sanctioned  by  the  example  of  tm 
Government  which  is  influenced  in  its  fifiumi 
concerns  by  the  dictates  of  a  wise  aad  prodet: 
policy,  that,  had  the  committee  been  gorenei 
oolv  by  their  own  views  of  propriety,  tbey  migu 
perhaps,  ha^e  thought  an  apology  was  dm  u 
the  House  and  the  nation,  for  having  proposed  a 
system  which  suffered  so  large  a  portion  of  t& 
current  annual  expenditures  to  remain  s&ife- 
vided  for,  except  through  the  medium  of  t^ 
irredeemable  for  perhaps  twelve  years  U)  cose: 
and  it  might  seem  to  reasonable  men  a  vtsies 
time  and  argument,  to  endeavor  to  enfoite  ^ 
propriety  or  necessity  of  providing  a  reveBoe  t 
least  commensurate  to  the  objecu  before  taae 
Such  novel  and  strange  ideas  had,  howerer.2 
late,  apparently  obtained  a  currency  in  poli.^ 
circles  out  of  doors  on  this  point  and  be  faij 
had  not  been  entirely  without  their  prose-ns 
even  within  these  walU;  and  so  much  bad  be 
thrown  out  as  to  our  capacity  of  obuioiagkai 
upon  eligible  terms  and  to  an  almost  uolimiuiia 
tent,  both  for  defraying  our  cuvrent  charge^o: 
even  the  interest  on  the  loans  themselves,  tbfcar 
the  medium  of  some  magical  paper  micbta^ 
that  he  deemed  it  important  to  brmg  tbe«ci> 
trices  to  an  early  test,  before  they  bad  acquimt 
too  fatal  ascendency  either  here  ordsewbmu 
our  country. 

The  ability  of  a  QoTemmcot  to  obtua  ir 
eoostderabte  sums  by  way  of  loans  upon  elii^ 
terms,  Mr.  Bacoii said,  depended,  he  apprekeo^- 
mostly  upon  the  market  value  which  the  pe>' 
foods  or  stocks  of  the  country  bore  in  ibe  maift^ 
Since  no  prudent  capitalist  could  be  expecid  - 
loan  bis  money  to  a  Government  for  this  kcs^^! 
at  par,  if  that  security  would  in  all  prubtiH^^ 
immediately  fall  in  his  hands  below  tbe  noaisL 
value  which  it  expressed  to  be  worth;  whesus 
was  the  case  the  onir  mode  of  obuinio|ftk«&i< 
of  such  capital  must  be  by  allowing  to  tbeleese 
an  extra  interest,  or  in  some  other  wsyiii^ 
him  a  premium  therefor  beyond  the  ordioaifn^' 
of  legal  interest  in  the  country. 

The  market  value  of  public  stocks  or  b^ 
depends  again  upon  tWe  proportion  betwtesCii 
interest  which  they  bear,  and  the  profii  «^ 
can  be  made  by  investing  individual  cspittii 
some  private  enterprise  or  employment  w^' 
the  situation  and  circumstances  ol  the  eoes-rT 
affords.  U  is  influenced  by  the  plenty  or  scar&'r 
of  money  or  capital  in  tbe  country,  by  iberrt^^ 
of  the  Government  itself,  and  by  the  qoaodif  Ji 
its  stock  which  shall  be  circulating  in  tbesafb' 
These  are  principles  which  are  neither  no^^  ' 
original,  they  are  founded  on  universal  n^ 
ence,  and  require,  it  is  presumed  no  iliustn^^ 
to  establish  them  in  the  mind  of  anymaDv; 
has  at  all  r<rfl<>cted  upon  the  subject.  Let  asth«i 
apply  them  to  the  circunastancesandcaseof^ 
own  country,    in  the  first  place,  it  is  well  h^^ 
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bit  we  arc  not  yet «  eoooCry  liaviog  at  iu  eom* 

^od  a  large  disposable  moaeyed  capital.  That 
re  are  a  natioQ  stroog  ia  our  own  peealiar  re* 
ourcesj  in  a  well-directed  and  saceesvtul  agricul- 
sre,  ia  the  geoerai  iadustry  of  our  people,  aod, 
otil  of  late,  io  a  growiog  aad  flourisbiog  coa- 
lerctf,  is  aot  to  he  doubted.  But,  as  compared 
riih  most  other  natiooa,  whose  exigencies  have 
ompelUd  them  to  resort  to  aa  ezteosive  system 
f  public  credit,  we  are,  in  regard  to  a  surplus 
loneyed  capital,  comparatively  poor  atni  feeble. 
t  is  true  that  we  have  a  nominal  bank  capital  of 
9me  fifty  or  sixty- aiillions  of  dollars,  and  much 
eliaace  is  apparently  placed  upon  thiii  for  the 
iciliiies  of  loans.  Undoubtedly  we  shall  be  able 
)  obuio  considerable  aids  from  that  quarter,  but 
till  it  is  to  be  feared  that  some  of  our  caloula* 
oQs  on  that  raa^  be  ill  founded.  A  considerable 
art  of  this  capital,  there  is  reason  to  believe, 
ssis  upon  credit  in  some  shape  or  other,  and  is 
oe  which  its  holdera  are  compelled  to  manage. 
rith  the  utmost  caution  and  circumspection* 
'heir  loans  da  not  generally  extend  beyond  sixty 
ays^aod  they  are  enabled  to  extend  or  contract 
teir  discounts  precisely  ia  proportion  to  the  pres- 
ire  that  is  like  to  be  made  upon  them,  aod  to 
le  general  state  of  commercial  aod  oiber  credit. 
;  is  not  such  loans  that  will  answer  our  purpose ; 
ley  mast  be  made  irredeeipable  for  a  muob 
iD^er  period,  perhaps  for  ten  or  twelve  years. 

But  the  dimcuity  of  obtaining  loans  in  this 
}UDtry  to  any  very  great  extent  does  not  rest 
itogeiher  upon  theory ;  we  are  not  without  some 
cperience  on  that  pomt.  From  the  lale  Bank  of 
le  United  States,  strong  as  it  was  io  capital, 
ad  dependent  as  it  was  upon  the  Qovernment, 
le  whole  amount  of  the  loans  which  they  were 
labled  to  make  us  during  the  continuance  of 
mt  chatter,  hardlv  amounted  to  seven  millions. 

is  well  known  that  during  the  year  1796,  the 
tovernmeot,  being  pressed  Tor  the  payment  of 
le  loans  previously  effected  with  that  bank  and 
le  bank  of  N^w  York,  opened  a  domestic  loan 
»r  five  millions,  but  were  able  to  obtain  sub* 
tiptions  only  to  the  amount  of  eighty  thousand 
)llarsj  and  that  irredeemable  for  more  than 
renty  years,  and  were  moreover  compelled,  in 
rder  to  meet  iheir  engagemenis,  to  sell  a  large 
)rtion  of  their  shares  in  the  baak  upon  the  best 
rms  they  were  able  to  do.  The  credit  of  the 
over n meat  was  as  good  then  as  it  is  now,  and 
lere  was  certainly  as  strong  a  disposition  in  the 
lOneyed  interest  of  the  nation  to  accommodate 
tem  as  there  now  is.  The  truth  is,  if  we  can 
ake  it  for  the  interest  of  capitalists  to  lend  us 
lis  money,  we  shall  undoubtedly  obtain  it,  even 
om  our  enemies;  and  on  no  other  consideration 
tould  we  flatter  ourselves  from  obtaining  a  sin- 
e  cent  from  those  whom  we  call  our  friends. 
It  is  not  to  be  doubted  i4iat  since  that  period 
le  moneyed  capital  of  the  nation  ha^ experienced 
very  considerable  augmeatation ;  and,  so  far  aa 
lat  goes,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  our  ability  of 
)iaioiog  domestic  loans  will  be  facilitated.  ^  It 

also  inevitable  that«  in  a  period  o(  war,  the 
>mmercial  capilai  of  the  eooatry  will  be,  lo  a 


considerable  extent,  throern  oui  of  ito  ordiaarf 
channels  of  employment,  and  may,  on  that  ae* 
count,  be  more  readily  drawn  into  the  poUie 
funds.  But,  it  is  at  ihesame  time  to  he  considered, 
that  our  country  affords  other  very  wide  and 
profitable  fields  of  employment  for  capital  besidee 
commercial  pursuits,  such  as  investment  in  oar 
new  lands,  pushing  forward  newsettlenoents,  and 
improvements  in  agriculture  generally.  Theee 
objects  have  already  been  sufficiently  tempting  to 
draw  to  them  very  considerable  sums,  both  of  df* 
mestic  and  foreign  capital.  Our  manufactoree 
are  already  gaining  an  extension,  and  some  of 
these  branches  realize  a  profit  which  b  suffi* 
ciently  tempting  to  draw  forth  much  capital  for 
their  prosecution — and  in  time  of  war  the  scaoti* 
ness  of  foreign  supplies  and  the  increasing  de- 
mand of.  our  own  manufactures  must  probably 
increase  both  the  demand  and  the  profit  upon 
them.  It  may  be  added,  that  every  man  who  haa 
commercial  capital  on  hand  will  calculate  that 
the  war  will  not  probablv  last  many  years — that 
at  its  close,  new  and  prontable  channels  of  com- 
merce will  again  be  opened,  when  he  can  reaume 
his  ordinary  pursuits :  and  would  not  thesje  men 
very  frequently  prefer  reserving  their  capital  for 
such  a  use,  at  a  period  which  they  would  at  least 
flatter  themselves  could  not  be  far  distant,  to 
tying  it  down  in  a  permanent  loan  to  the  Qov- 
ernment?  It  is  true,  .that  the  transferable  nature 
of  public  stock,  always  enables  its  holders  to  re* 
alize  its.  value  by  sale  in  the  market,  and  to  con- 
vert the  capital  held  in  it  to  any  other  nse  which 
they  may  prefer— but  any  unusual  sales  most  in* 
evitably  depress  the  market  value,  and  thus  expose 
the  original  holder  to  a  loss— and  upon  all  these 
remote  cireuiiistances,  those  who  have  money  ^ 
invest,  can  and  will  calculate  with  much  greater 
precision  aad  correctness  than  we  can  do  for 
them. 

These  (Mr.  B.  said)  are  some  of  the  eonsider-> 
ations  which  struck  him  as  worthy  of  eonsidem-. 
tion  when  we  are  about  calculating  on  the  proB-> 
pects  which  we  have  of  obtaining  to  a  very  ex- 
tensive degree  domestic  loans  upon  very  moderate 
terms  of  interest,  and  that  too  on  the  supposition 
that  we  provide  a  settled  revenue  sufficient  at 
least  to  meet  our  ordinary  expenses,  and  the  in- 
terest on  the  debt  which  we  may  annually  con- 
tract* But,  if  we  suffer  ourselves  to  yield  to  the 
new  theory  of  borrowing  both  principal  and  in- 
terest, we  have  no  data  by  which  to  judge  upon 
what  probable  terms  loans  may  be  obtained  nc 
all,  or  bow  long  it  will  be  before  we  must  wind 
up  btisioess.  This  is  an  experiment  which  it  ia 
believed  no  regular  or  provident  Gtovernment, 
which  relied  upon  public  opinion  and  voluntary 
credit  for  the  support  of  iu  exigencies,  has  of  latn 
been  presumptuous  enough  to  attempt.  Under 
such  a  system  of  finance,  our  course  must  probn* 
bly  be  that  of  all  other  individuals  of  desperate 
fortune  and  broken  resourees,  and,  like  other  bank* 
ropts,  we  must  trust  toehance,and  get  along  at 
the  mercy  of  sharpers  aad  shavers.  He  did  not 
use  these  terms  in  relation  to  those  whe  would 
ti^  advantage  of  oor  neeesiities  by  wnynf  jn* 
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pmieh  agaiast  them*  The  poUie  deht  of  a  m- 
tion  was  always  a  fair  object  of  speculation,  and 
ifi  by  a  course  of  improvident  conduct,  we  driTe 
onrseiTcs  to  the  necessity  of  yielding  to  ruinous 
and  unconscionable  demands,  the  faalt  lies  at  onr 
own  door,  and  we  oaght  to  be  made  accountable 
to  the  nation  for  the  result.  Under  such  a  sys- 
tem of  management,  it  is  impossible  to  say  what 
prudent  capitalist  would  trust  us  at  all,  or  upon 
what,  even  tolerable,  terms.  But,  suppose  for  a 
mpment  that  all  doubts  of  this  sort  were  remored, 
what  would  be  the  inevitable  effect  of  throwing 
into  the  market  annually  such  an  increased  amount 
of  public  debt  as  this  system  must  require?  The 
same  at  least  as  glutting  it  with  any  other  com- 
modity beyond  the  natural  rise  and  demand,  and, 
from  the  delicate  nature  of  public  credit,  probably 
much  greater  and  more  sensible.  The  result  of 
it  for  only  two  years  is  briefly  alluded  to  in  the 
report  of  the  committee,  going  on  the  supposi- 
•tion  of  an  extraordinary  ez|>enditore  of  eleven 
millions  a  year.  We  mast,  if  no  additional  re- 
source be  provided,  raise  by  loan  for  the  next 
year  017,560,000,  and  for  the  succeeding  year, 
#18,2^,000,  excinsive  of  $1,570,000  annnallv  for 
the  reimbursement  of  the  old  debts  agreeably  to 
emting  contract,  making  an  average  of  nearljr 
twenty  millions  annually.  The  effects  of  such 
an  opemtion  upon  the  price  of  public  stocks,  and 
the  consequent  terms  of  all  future  loans,  must  be 
abundantly  manifest. 

We  are  not  (said  Mr.  B.)  withopt  some  expe- 
rience also  on  this  point.  He  had  been  informed, 
from  sources  that  be  believed  could  be  depended 
u|K>n,  that,  owing  to  the  difikulty  of  making  re> 
ttittances  from  Great  Britain  to  this  country  by 
means  of  British  manufactures,  American  mer- 
chants had  been  in  the  habit,  daring  the  last 
year,  of  purchasing  Anoerican  stocks  which  were 
owned  in  Great  Britain,  and  remitting  them  to 
tbis  eovntry.  The  whole  amount,  however,  did 
not  probably  exceed  three  miliioos.  But,  the  ef- 
fect of  throwing  only  tbis  unusual  quantity  into 
market  had,  he  wac  assured,  sunk  the  price  of 
slocks,  for  a  considerable  part  of  the  year,  as  much 
aa  four  per  cent,  below  their  former  price,  and 
bad  at  one  time  reduced  them  below  par.  They 
had  in  some  measure  recovered  from  this  depres- 
sion. But  he  perceived  that,  thouffb  it  was  now 
tt«irW  at  the  close  of  a  quarter,  when  they  were 
usually  a  little  higher  than  at  other  periods,  they 
were  now  quoted  in  the  price  currents  of  the 
day  as  bur  barely  at  par;  in  one  instance  he  had 
lately  noticed  they  were  stated  as  a  little  below. 
From  this  circumstance,  th^en,  we  may  perhaps 
jadge  somethinff  of  the  effect  which  may  be  pro- 
duced by  a  sudden  influx  of  new  stock  to  the 
annual  amount  of  twenty  millions. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  (Government  of  Great 
Britain,  with  her  immense  mass  of  funded  debt, 
docs  not  venture  to  put  into  circulation  at  once  a 
vary,  large  portion  of  new  stock.  It  is  there  let 
OQt  gradttaliT,  and  as  the  state  of  the  market  will 
bear,  throogh  the  medium  of  the  baak.  who  aet 
as  the  agents  of  the  aueoessful  bidders  or  the  loan, 
and  support  thm  in  all  theif  opeialiMia-"a  mode 


which,  from  the  manner  of  taking  loans,  nifir 
other  reasons,  cannot  in  this  country  be  lo  sk< 
cessfully  adopted. 

It  was  not  his  dispoartion  (Mr.  B.  m!)toom* 
rate  the  strength  or  wisdom  of  our  sdrerwr 
much  less  to  undervalue  those  of  eor  owams- 
try.  But  we  are  about  to  engage  in  t  <ol»s 
conflict  with  Great  Britain,  and  it  mj  be  wfi! 
for  us  to  estimate  accurately  in  the  ostNi  dc; 
only  her  military  and  her  naval  strengtli.  bs: 
what  is  of  at  least  equal  importance  in  modrai 
warfare,  her  pecuniary  and  financial  strcsftt. 
for,  to  understand  truly  the  full  extent  of  tk 
force  which  we  may  have  to  encounter,  allbrd! 
the  only  probable  chance  we  have  for  oveRoas; 
it.  We  have  been  accustomed  to  consider  tk 
situation  of  British  finances  to  be  such  that  be 
(Sorernment  must  be  on  the  very  verge  of  btd- 
ruptcy.  Perhaps  it  was  so.  With  respeet  ts  » 
general  paper  system  he  did  not  pretend  lok 
abEe  to  maxe  any  certain  calenlationt.  Boi  / 
we  have  not  the  wisdom  or  the  firmness  tonse 
even  so  large  a  portion  of  our  cnrreot  expoir 
tares  by  adequate  revenue  as  is  now  asked  Avk 
the  Bxecutive  and  by  the  committee,  be  wni 
haxard  the  prediction  that  we  should  vcrpkurtir 
indeed  advance  mnch  more  rapidly  in  ibe  mil 
to  national  bankruptcy  than  Great  Britsin  bun 
yet  done^  with  all  her  follies  and  aH  her  proa- 
gaiity.  How  far,  then,  does  she  rely  spot  t 
mere  system  of  leant  and  public  credit  for  tk 
supply  of  her  annual  expenditares  ?  la  tbe  m: 
1808,  her  whole  annual  expenditure,  inelsdu^ 
the  sums  applied  to  the  redemption  of  herdek 
was  about  aeveoty^five  millions  sterling,  of  wbtcft 
she  raised  within  the  year  about  fiftf-eifbtnR^ 
lions  by  taxes,  and  about  seventeen  millioBs  br 
loans. 

The  interest  of  her  public  debt  wu  ibea 
twenty  millions,  and  the  amount  of  principtln- 
tiiiffuished  during  the  jrear  was  more  thsa  bik 
minions,  being  more  than  half  of  the  wfaoie 
amount  borrowed,  and  leaving  a  net  iocrpi«<f 
debt  of  but  about  eight  miHions,  or  less  thatt  «e 
ninth  part  of  her  whole  expenditure.  Is  1911 
the  proportions  raised  by  taxes  and  bf  lotnsveR 
about  tnemme.  it  may  also  be  remarked,  tto 
on  every  new  loan  which  was  aothoriied  b?  Ui^ 
Gtoverament  of  late  years,  they  made  ii  t  pi9- 
cipleto  provide  funds  from  accruing  revesaesa^' 
ficient  not  only  to  pay  the  annual  interest  ob  t^ 
loan^  but  also  to  reimbune  annually  one  per  col 
on  Its  principal.  From  these  and  other  pron?* 
ions  which  had  been  adopted  into  her  fiotstol 
system,  the  Government  was  enabled  to  borro* 
money  at  a  lower  rate  of  interest  thaa  tkef  iu^ 
done  twenty  years  since,  notwithsiandiB;  ^ 
immenie  increase  of  their  debt  within  tbat  pe- 
riod. Great  Britain  as  well  knows  the  extetf 
and  strength  of  our  financial  means  ss  wt  ^ 
ourselves,  and  let  us  not,  by  a  feeble,  •  niBoei 
and  a  shortsighted  system,  teach  her  todespiMV. 

Much  has  been  said  out  of  this  Hoax,  bi^ 
considenble  within  it,  thotigfa  not  in  debate,  apt* 
the  facility  with  which  all  our  expenses  m\^ 
be  defrayed/by  some  sort  of  papci  system, cdl« 
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Sxeheqoer  biJls  lod  Treftsurf  oot^s;  and  it 
leemed  to  possess  the  miods  of  some  g^Dtlemeii 
hat  this  speeies  of  Gtovernmeat  paper  might  be 
nvesied  with  a  sort  of  magical  effect,  which 
roald  at  once  acquire  UDboonded  credit,  without 
lang^er  of  depreciation,  although  no  particular 
»rof  isioo  should  be  made  for  paying  the  interest 
ipon  it,  or  for  its  ultimate  redemption.  It  had 
ndeed  been  casually  mentioned  by  the  Secretary 
}{  the  Treasury  that  such  papers  might  occa- 
(ionally  be  issued  to  a  small  bat  moderate  ex- 
eat; and  it  was  erident  that  he  did  not  calculate 
rpon  it  as  anything  more  than  a  small  auxiliary 
(id  to  the  principal  retenue,  and  as  something 
wrbaps  in  anticipation  of  it,  or  to  make  good 
loexpected  deficiencies.  What  is  the  nature  of 
bese  Exchequer  bilfs,  and  to  what  extent  are 
he  Government  able  to  rely  upon  tbem^  even  in 
jlreat  Britain,  from  which,  it  is  presumed,  our 
lotions  of  them  are  taken?  If  gentlemen  will 
rire  themseWes  the  trotible  to  look  into  the  sub- 
ect.  they  will  find  that  ihey  are  nothing  more  oi. 
«ss  than  a  GtoTemanent  eecority  bearing  interest 
rom  the  time  they  issue,  circulated  through  the 
igency  of  the  bank*  usually  ftinded  like  other 
Kiblic  stocks  at  the  end  of  the  year  or  other  short 
)eriod,  and  the  in  tercet  provided  for  and  paid, 
eaving  to  the  Qovemmeot  but  little  advantage 
irer  an  ordinary  loan.  So  great  is  the  danger  of 
bis  depreciation,  and  so  cautiously  are  they  re- 
orted  to  there,  that  out  of  an  anoiul  expend!* 
are  of  seventy  or  eighty  miUions  they  rarely 
venture  to  issue  more  than  three  or  four  millions 
)f  Exchequer  bills.  How  small  an  aid,  there- 
ore,  should  we  be  able  to  derive  from  them,  and 
It  the  samettme  preserve  our  and  their  credit. 

Of  all  the  other  disastrous  effects  that  might 
«  apprehended  from  the  worst  events  of  a  for- 
igo  war,  Mr.  B.  said  he  should  most  deplore 
hose  which  must  result  from  a  broken  public 
iredtt,  and  a  depreciated  paper  cnrrencjr.  Its 
operation  upon  the  character  of-  our  Qovern- 
Dent,  both  'at  borne  and  abroad,  would  be  such 
IS  it  would  hardly  recover  from  for  a  century  ro 
!ome.  Upon  the  habtto  and  morals  of  the  ooun- 
ry  it  would  be  most  corrupting  and  disastroue, 
troducing  a  etate  of  general  distrust,  speculation, 
lod  fraud,  the  ruia  of  the  honest  and  unsu^ect* 
Q^,  and  the  enriching  of  the  avaricious  and  un- 
triocipled.  The>  state  of  public  securities  daring 
Dd  after  the  Revolution  afforded  us  some  expe- 
ieoce  on  this  head ;  and  could  we  again  consent 
0  see. our  public  paper  purchased  up  by  a  few 
sgaeioue  and  wealthy  capitalists  at  one-eighth 
>f  its  nominal  value,  and  eventually  redeemed, 
ts  it  must  be,  at  par  1  He  said  it  must  be,  because 
f  this  paper  should  settle,  as  it  would  do,  mostly 
D  those  sections  of  the  country  where  money 
Apiial  was  the  most  abundant  and  the  Gbvern- 
nent  shotdd,  after  a  peace,  refuse  to  perform  its . 
•Dgagement  to  the  holders,  it  must  produce  a 
bock  upon  the  Government,  which  all  the  arti- 
ieial  bonds  of  our  national  Union  would  be  un- 
^e  to  resist.  He  trusted  that,  in  order  to  pro* 
'ide  against  an  occurrence  of  this  nature,  no 
oeaas  within  our  power  would  for  a  moment  be 


omitted.  This  can  only  be  done  by  the  early  or- 
ganization of  a  revenue  commensurate  to  the 
preservation  of  our  credit  unimpaired. 

But  it  may  be  said,  that  we  can  well  enough 
carry  on  a  war  for  one  year  upon  our  credit  alonOy 
and  that  it  will  be  time  enough  after  that  to  pro- 
vide additional  revenuies.  It  is  probably  forgot- 
ten that  this  is. the  very  basis  assumed  by  the 
committee,  and  on  which  we  must  proceed.  For 
the  expenses  of  this  year  we  have  already  autho^^ 
ized  a  loan  of  eleven  millions,  and  upon  that  we 
must  rely.  If  we  provide  a  system  of  revenue 
this  year,  it  will  not  come  into  the  Treasury  un- 
til the  next ;  the  question  then  was,  not  whether 
we  should  carry  on  the  war  one  year  upon  loans  ;;> 
but  whether  we  should  postpone  for  this  year  the 
providing  of  revenue  to  the  extent  proposed  by 
the  committee,  and  rely  for  two  years  upon  loans 
for  the  payment  of  all  our  extraordinary  expenses 
— a  greater  portion  of  the  ordinary  ones,  ^nd  the 
interest  on  our  new  and  old  debt.  He  hoped  that 
such  degree  of  Improvidence  would  not  be  list- 
ened to. 

It  had  sometimes  been  whispered  that  our.eiti- 
zens  might  be  found  unwilling  to  hear  of  taxes 
even  in  prospect  until  they  were  fairly  engaged 
in  the  war,  and  that  then  they  would  submit  to 
them  with  cheerfulness.  Mr.  B.  said,  he  much 
doubted  whether  war  in  itself,  under  aov  circum* 
stances,  was  attended  with  so  many  alleviating 
considemttoas  as  to  render  altogether  acceptable 
in  fact  that  which  it  was  supposed  could  not  be 
tolemted  by  our  citizens  even  in  prospect.    If  the 

ale  will  not  bear  the  necessary  taxes,  it  cannot 
propriety  be  said  that  they  will  bear  the 
contemplated  war,- and  the  sooner  we  know  it  the 
better.  For  his  part,  he  could  not  reconcile  it 
with  his  ideas  of  an  honest  and  a  fair  policy  to 
hold  out  any  delusive  expectations  to  the  people. 
He  wished  them  to  look  upon  war  as  he  loosed 
upon  it,  and  as  it  really  was,  a  rugged  and  a  thor- 
ny road,  and  not  a  primrose  path  of  mere  pastime 
and  revelry.  Let  us  not  content  ourselves  with 
hobbling  alone  upon  the  temporary  expedients  of 
the  day,  which  must  soon  fail  us,  and  with  them 
the  people  themselves  will  desert  us.  Let  us  ra«. 
ther  do  our  duty  to  ourselves  and  to  the  people, 
leairing  it  to  them  to  do  wh^t  they  shall  think 
theirs  to  us. 

If  theuj  (said  Mr.  B.,)  the  necessity  of  providing 
at  this  time  additional  revenue  is  appareot,  at 
least  to  the  extent  proposed  by  the  committee,  the 
remaining  question  is,  as  to  the  sources  from  which 
it  can  most  easily  and  conveniently  be  drawn* 
These,  in  this  country,  it  is  well  known,  are  not 
numerous.  Our  interna)  moneyed  capital  is  com- 
paratively small ;  and  those  branches  of  industry 
and  manufacture,  which  in  most  European  coun- 
tries are  the  sources  of  large  revenues,  are  few 
and  feeble.  It  has  been  the  general  endeavor  of 
the  committee  to  select  such  as  promised  to  be  the 
most  productive  in  themselves,  and  as^in  their 
judgment,'  he  presumed,  would  bear  with  the  most 
equality  upon  the  different  sections  and  interests 
of  the  country*  Whether  they  had  attained  this 
objeet,  was  a  queslioB  for  the  House  to  decide. 
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He  would  89 y  for  bim8eir,tbat)  thottgh  beiiad  fuity 
assented  to  tiie  general  system  recomoieDded  by 
the  comiDittee,  he^ould  not  pr«  fess  to  be  entirely 
satisfied  witb  all  the  detailn  and  proportions  of 
some  of  the  duties  proposed.  One  thing  at  least, 
be  thought,  might  safely  be  affirmed  in  the  gene> 
ral,  that  the  interior  or  agricultural  interest  had 
no  right  to  complain  when  they  compared  their 
burdens  with  tht>se  proposed  to  be  laid  upon  the ' 
cities  and  the  seaboard  generally;  and  be  bad  ra- 
ther, for  one,  that  some  of  them  bad  been  a  little 
differently  apportioned.  He  would  very  briefly 
notice  them  all  in  this  point  of  view,  and  in  rela- 
tion to  their  local  and  sectional  bearing. 

The  first  was.  the  additional  duty  of  impost. 
This  being  generally  a  tax  upon  consumption, 
was  probably  more  equal  upon  the  whole,  in  rela- 
tion to  its  local  bearings,  than  any  other  mode  of 
raising  money  which  we  could  resort  to.  which, 
added  to  the  consideration  of  its  more  easy  col- 
lection, had  made  it  heretofore  almost  the  only 
one  on  which  we  had  relied,  and  would  probably 
be  so  again  on  the  return  of  peace.  Tne  great 
question,  in  relation  to  it,  was  the  extent  to  which 
it  could  safely  and  practically  be  carried;  and  in 
this  point  of  view  be  would  notice  it  hereafter. 

The  second  object  proposed,  was  the  retention 
of  twenty-five  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  draw" 
backs.  This  be  considered  might-  fairly  be  put 
ddwn  as  a  deduction  from  mercantile  profit  on 
that  branch  of  our  export  trade,  which  consisted 
of  reexportations  of  foreign  articles,  and  operat- 
ing of  course  almost  exclusively  upon  the  com« 
merciai  sections  of  the  country.  In  time  of  war, 
the  amount  of  that  trade  must  be  very  inconsider- 
able, and  the  product  of  the  duty  of  course  small* 

The  additional  tonnage  duty  might  appear  at 
flrst  view  to  fall  also  entirely  on  toe  mercantile 
part  of  the  community  ;  but  would  not  it  incor- 
porate itself,  in  a  great  measure,  with  the  freight, 
and  like  that  fall  eventuallv  very  much  upon  the 
consumer  of  the  articles  wnich  were  the  subjects 
of  freight  ?    He  apprehended  it  might. 

The  salt  tax,  it  was  evident,  fell  almost  exclu- 
sively upon  the  agricultural  part  of  the  country, 
and  principally  upon  that  portion  of  them  living 
in  that  section  between  the  seaboard  and  the 
Western  waters-— the  former,  from  their  contigui- 
ty to  the  salt  water,  requiring  the  use  of  very  little 
•alt,  and  the  latter  being  supplied  from  their  in- 
terior manufactures. 

The  duty  upon  stills  would  probably  fall  the 
most  heavy,  compared  with  any  other  species  of 
tax,  upon  the  Middle  and  Western  States,  who 
manufactured  the  greatest  quantity  of  domestic 
spirits.  It  would  be  remarked,.thal  it  wasextreme- 
ly  light,  indeed,  and  calculated  to  raise  but  half 
of  what  was  collected  from  the  same  object  in 
the  year  ISOO. 

The  tax  upon  retailers,  including  tavern- 
keepers,  he  considered  as  likely  to  fall  with  much 
the  greatest  weight  upon  the  cities  in  the  first 
place,  and  generally  -upon  the  northern  and  mid- 
dle portions  of  the  Union ;  though  some  gentlemen 
professed  to  view  it  otherwise,  it  was,  in  his 
view,  compared  with  others,  a  very  heavy  one. 


The  duties  upoo  sales  at  anetion.  so  far  ti  it 
applied  to  ^oods  and  merchandise,  could  been- 
sidcred  in  us  operation  as  but  an  additional  ia- 
post  on  foreign  gooda,  falliag  pretty  naeb  iip«s 
the  eoosumer.  As  it  applied  to  the  sale  of  skifs 
and  vei^els,  it  would  fail  the  most  bearily  oadt 
mercaatile  sections  of  the  country. 

The  duties  on  sugars  refined,  must  frostkr 
nature  fall  upon  tbe  eonsumers  in  etery  pin  « 
the  Union,  and  was  perhaps  as  eqoalia  its  o|m- 
tion  as  any  other  existing  duty. 

The  duty  upon  carriages  must  fallmoebik 
roost  heavily  on  the  Atlantic  States,  botb  Nona- 
em,  Middle,  and  Southern,  ai  least  as  far  a$  Tv- 
ginia  ;  but  would  be  felt  in  a  rery  iacossidenb 
degree  by  the  Western  States — he  considered  p 
comparatively  as  a  pretty  heavy  one. 

The  stamp  duties  a'ould  in  their  operaiios  k 
found  to  apply  almost  exclusively  tobaokiBgni 
mercantile  operations  in  tbe  first  insiaDce;ba 
so  far  as  they  might  have  a  tendency  to  rai«i» 
interest  of  moi^y,  would  probably  iodirectlf  hk 
more  or  less  upon  almost  every  portioa  ti^ 
country. 

Tbe  direct  tax,  upon  whatever  prtocipiB  i 
might  be  laid  and  assessed,  would,  it  wis  rq 
ceruiu,  be  found  to  fall  much  the  most  beavitf 
upon  the  agricultural,  interior,  aod  neuljrseuit^ 
portions  of  the  Union— the  aggregate  wnlibi^ 
the  actrve  disposable  capital  which  could  be5{a!« 
for  the  purpose  of  contributing  to  the  psfmeate^' 
any  species  of  tax,  being  so  much  less  tbaaiatk 
commercial  and  old  settled  States,  a  tsx  vte 
was  apportioned  merely  by  Domben  of  iabai- 
ants  would  undoubtedly  be  foomlmttcb  noreii^ 
ficult  to '  pay.  The  alleviating  eonsideraiiw 
which  had  been  iiuagested  by  tbe  Secreuryofiit 
Treasury  to  regard  to  its  actual  operatioo  op0 
tbe  Western  Sutes,  however,  furnished  a  t0t 
great  drawback  upon  their  real  weight;  and  ito 
Btatea  bad,  be  apprehended  opon  the  wbol(,(k 
least  right  of  all  others  to  complain  of  tbe  c«a 
bined  operatioo  of  the  whole  system. 

Mn  Q,  said,  he  had  thus  given  briefly,  isi^ 
fectly.  and,  perhaps,  very  incorrectly,  soch  ^^ 
as  he  had  been  able  to  form  in  relation  to  the^ei- 
eral  bear  logs  of  the  system  under  coasidentM^ 
He  was  sensible  of  his  great  iacompeieDce  to  ^ 
justice  to  so  extensive  and  complicated  a  sabifC- 
xiis  impressions  were  given  with  real  dii^^ 
and  he  should  be  happy  to  see  bis  errors  corrKW 
by  gentlemen  of  more  experience  and  ia|;»itT 
He  trusted  that  ^eatlemen  who  coocurred  iii^ 
necessity  of  raiaiog  at  this  time,  in  somewafs 
other,  the  amount  oi  revenue  which  had  beeo  p 
posed  by  the  committee,  would  not  begoveni«^s 
their  votes  by  mere  local  considerai ions,  groviK 
out  of  the  unequal  operatioo  of  any  one  spea«^ 
tax  upon  their  particular  conatitoents;  bottkn 
they  would  rather  look  to  tbe  combioed  operaiici 
of  the  whole  system,  and  with  tbofs  ealii|« 
views,  by  tbe  aid  of  which  alone  wecoold  tf- 
pect  to  eome  to  a  successful  and  practicable  ^ 
^xl\i  ;  and  that  if,  after  all,  any  member  sbooM 
feel  it  hia  duty  to  withhold  his  assent  froo  tf^ 
one  or  more  of  the  proposed  oljecis  of  taxauot 
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but  he  would  at  the  same  ticie  endeavor  to  point 
uc  some  source  equally  productive  and  more  just 
Q  its  operation  to  which  it  might  be  thought  ex 
ledient  to  resort. 

Mr.  B.  said,  he  would  now  add  but  a  few  ob- 
ervaiions  in  relation  to  the  first  resolution  more 
mmediately  under  the  consideration  of  the  eons- 
nittee,  and  would  then  submit  the  whole  subject 
othe  good  sense  of  the  House,  reserving  only 
ueh  explanations  as  might  be  called  for  on  the 
itber  propositions  submitted  in  the  report. 

As  to  tne  amount  to  which  it  might  be  found 
irtcticable  or  expedient  to  carry  the  present  da- 
les of  impost,  he  bad  not  that  practical  knowledge 
rhich  enabled  him  to  df  termioe  with  any  great 
legree  uf  certainty,  though  he  was  persoaaed  that 
hey  might  safely  be  carried  much  higher  than 
hey  wereat  present,  if  the  exigencies  of  the  coun-^ 
ry  required  it.  He  found  that  on  every  former 
ncrease  which  had  taken  place,  it  had  been  said 
ly  many  gentlemen  that  they  were  already  as 
ligh  as  they  would  bear,  without  incurring  the 
laager  of  smuggling,  and  the  cooseqoent  diminu- 
ioD  of  the  revenue  expected  from  them ;  such, 
lowever,  hffd  in  no  instance,  he  believed,  been 
be  result.  He  then  adverted  to  the  various  pe* 
iods  when  such  increase  of  dories  had  taken 
riice,  and  stated,  that  from  official  documents  U 
ippeared  not  only  that  the  actual  revenue  had  in- 
;reased  proporiiooablyf  but  that  the  articles  them- 
elves  upon  which  such  increased  duties  had  been 
aid,  bad  also  experienced  a  regular  and  progres- 
ive  increase  of  im|H)rtation.  What  was  the  hi^h* 
'St  point  to  which  the  doty  could  now  be  carried, 
t  was  impossible  to  say  ;  practiiutl  men  of  great 
veight  and  respectability  differed  widely  upon 
bis  question,  and  it  could  probably  be  conclusive- 
y  settled  only  by  experiment.  The  high  author* 
ty  of  the  Seoretary  of  the  Treasury  was  decided* 
y  in  favor  of  tbe  amount  recommended  by  the 
ommittee.  He  should  be  happy,  he  said,  to  hear 
be  opinions  of  experienced  members  on  all  aides 
f  the  House  on  this  point,  having  very  little  con- 
idenee  in  his  own  opinions ;  but  he  would  move, 
loder  his  present  impressions,  that  the  Commit- 
?eof  the  Whole  should  concur  with  the  Com- 
littee  of  Ways  and  Means  in  the  adoption  of  the 
irst  resolution. 

When  Mr.  Bacon  bad  concluded,  the  Commit- 
?e  rose,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Weonesdat,  Feburary  26. 

Mr.  Dawbon,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
be  petition  of  the  Ursulioe  Nuns,  of  the  city  of 
kew  Orleans,  presented  a  hill  to  authorize  the 
secretary  of  War  to  exchange  lands  with  the  Ur- 
uline  Nuns  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans ;  which 
ras  read  twice,  and  committed  tp  a  Committee 
f  tbe  Whole  on  Friday  next. 

The  following  resolution,  in  the  form  of  a  joint 
esolutioo  of  the  two  Houses,  was  submitted  by 
dr.  SfiYBSaT : 

Reioiced  by  the  Senate  emd  Hmueo/RepreeentaHvei 
fihe  United  Siates  of  Aimeriea,  in  Oongren  oasem- 
ied.  That  tha  Prea&dent  of  the  Senate  andthoBpaaker 


of  the  House  of  Representatives,  for  tbe  time  being, 
be,  and  they  are  hereby,  anthorized  to  grant  the  use  of 
the  books  in  the  Library  of  Congress  to  the  Judges  of 
the  Supreme  Coart  of  the  United  States^  at  the  tiacs, 
and  on  the  same  terms,  conditions,  and  restrictions,  as 
members  of  Congress  are  allowed  to  use  said  books. 

The  resolution  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

WAR  TAXES. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  ihe  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Gommittea 
of  Ways  and  Means,  proposing  a  plan  to  raise  the 
revenue  necessary  for  the  service  of  the  present 
and  two  succeeding  years ;"  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  and  reported 
their  agreement  to  the  resolutions  therein  con« 
tained,  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

1.  Resolvedf  That  an  addition  of  one  hundred  per 
centum  be  made  to  the  several  rates  of  permanent  du- 
ties now  imposed,  by  law,  on  all  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States, 

2.  Rewlvedf  That  twenty-five  per  centum  be  retain- 
ed on  all  drawbacks  allowed  bj  law,  on  the  exportation 
of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandiie,  exported  from  the 
United  Sutes. 

3.  Reeohed,  That  additional  tonnage  duties  be  laid 
at  the  following  rates,  vis : 

1.  On  all  vessels  licensed  for  the  coasting  trade  or 
fisheries,  twenty  cents  a  ton  per  year. 

3.  On  all  other  vessels  owned  by  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  twenty-five  cents  per  ton  on  the  entry  of 
the  Tessel. 

d.  On  all  foreign  vessels,  one  dollar  and  twenty-five 
cents  per  ton  on  the  entry  of  the  vessel. 

4.  Resolved,  That  a  duty  of  twenty  cents  per  bushel 
be  laid  upon  all  salt  imported  into  the  United  States. 

6.  Resohed,  That  duties  be  laid  on  licenses  to  distil 
spirits  at  the  following  rates,  viz : 

1.  On  stills  en^>loyed  in  distilling  spirits  from  for- 
eign materials,  at  the  rate  of  seventy-five  cents  per 
gallon,  on  the  capacity  of  such  stills. 

2.  On  stills  solely  employed  in  distilling  spirits  from 
domestic  materials,  at  any  distillery  at  which  there  are 
one  or  more  stills  of  more  capacity,  together,  than  one 
hundred  and  fiAy  gallons,  at  tbe  rate  of  fifty  cents  per 
gallon,  on  the  capacity  of  such  stills. 

3.  On  other  stills,  solely  employed  in  distilling  spir- 
its from  fruit,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  on  each  still  a 
year. 

4.  On  other  stills,  solely  employed  in  distilling  spir- 
its from  any  domestic  materials,  at  the  rate  of  fifteen 
dollars  on  each  still  a  year. 

6.  Reeohed,  That  dutiea  be  laid  on  licenses  to  re- 
tailers of  wines,  spirits,  and  foreign  merchandise,  in- 
cluding tavern-keepers,  at  the  following  rates,  namely : 

If  in  cities,  towns,  or  villages,  containing  more  than 
one  hundred  families, 

1.  On  retailers  of  foreign  merchaadbe,  including 
wines  and  spirits,  twenty-five  dollars. 

2.  Ditto,  of  wines  alone,  twenty  dollars. 
8.  Ditto,  of  spirits  alone,  twenty  dollars. 

4.  Ditto,  of  domestic  spirits  alone,  fifteen  dollars. 

6.  Ditto,  of  foreign  merchandise,  other  than  winea 
and  spirits,  fifteen  dollars. 

If  any  other  place  than  cities,  towns,  or  villages^oott- 
taining  more  than  one  hundred  families, 

.1.  On  retailers  of  foreign  merchandise,  inohidrng 
wiaas  and  spiiitei  fifteen  doUaia.    ^ 
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2.  Ditto,  of  wines  and  spirits,  fifteen  dotlars. 

3.  Ditto,  of  domestic  spirits  alone,  ten  dollars. 

4.  Ditto,  of  foreign  merchandise,  other  than  wines 
and  spirits,  fifteen  dollars. 

7.  Reaohedy  That  dnties  be  laid  on  sales  at  anetion 
of  foreign  merchandise,  lor  every  hundred  dollars  of 
the  pnrehaae  money,  two  dollars;  and  on  sales  at  anc- 
tkm  of  ships  or  Tessels,  iat  every  hundred  doUai^  of 
the  purchase  money,  twenty-five  cents. 

8.  Re9okedt  That  a  duty  of  four  cents  per  pound 
be  laid  on  all  sugars  refined  in  the  United  States,  al- 
lowing a  drawback  on  the  exportation  of  the  same. 

9.  Ruoioed,  That  duties  be  laid  on  carriages,  used 
finr  the  conveyance  of  persons,  at  the  following  rates, 
vis: 

I.  On  every  coach,  chariot,  and  poet  chaise,  twenty- 
five  dollars. 

3.  On  every  photon,  and  on  every  coachee  having 
pannel  work  in  the  upper  division  thereof,  fifteen  dol- 
lars. 

d.  On  every  other  four-wheel  carriage  hanging  on 
steel  springs,  ten  dollars. 

4.  On  eveiy  four-wheel  carriage  hanging  on  iron 
or  wooden  springs,  and  on  every  two-wheel  carriage, 
with  a  top,  or  hanging  on  steel  or  iron  springs,  five 
dollars. 

5*  On  every  other  four  or  two-wheel  carriage,  three 
dollars. 

10.  Reaohed^  That  stamp  duties  be  laid  on  the  fol- 
lowing instruments  of  writing,  vis : 

1.  On  all  notes  payable  to  bearer  or  order,  issued  by 
any  bank  or  bankers,  at  rates  on  an  average  of  one 
doUar  for  every  hundred  dollars,  with  an  option  to  pay 
in  lieu  thereof  two-and-a-half  per  centum  on  their  divi- 
dends. 

3.  On  all  notes-of-hand  above  fifty  dollars,  payable 
to  bearer  or  order,  having  one  or  more  endorsers ;  and 
on  all  billk  of  exchange,  above  fifty  dollars,  having  one 
or  more  endorsers,  at  rates  on  an  average  of  five  cents 
for  every  hundred  dollars. 

11.  RtBohed,  That  three  millions  of  dollars  be  raised 
by  a  direct  tax,  to  be  apportioned  among  the  several 
States,  agreeably  to  the  rule  prescribed  l^  the  Consti- 
tution. 

12.  lUsohedf  That  each  State  be  authorized  to  pay 
the  amount  of  its  quota  to  the  United  States,  with  a 
deduction  of  fifteen  per  cent,  if  paid  before  the  assess- 
ment is  commenced*  and  of  seven-and-a-half  per  cent 
if  paid  before  the  tax  becomes  due. 

18.  Resolved^  That  all  the  duties  above  enumerated* 
and  the  tax  aforesaid,  shall  be  laid  and  become  paya" 
ble  only  after  the  United  States  shall  have  become  en- 
gaged in  a  war  with  a  foreign  European  nation. 

14.  Resohed,  That  the  said  duties  and  t«x  shall  con- 
tinue until  one  year  after  the  conclusion  of  peace  with 
such  foreign  nation,  and  no  longer* 

And  theo  the  House  adjourned. 


Tbursday,  February  27. 

The  resolution  granting  to  the  Judges  of  the 
Sapreme  Court  the  privilege  of  using  the  books 
of  the  Congress  Library,  was  read  the  third  time 
and  paased. 

A  message  from  tbe  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  tbe  Seoate  have  passed  tbe  bill  from  this 
House  "  to  authorize  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, voder  tbe  direction  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  tapurebase  of  Wiaalov  Lewis  hia 


patent  right  to  the  new  and'' improved  method «( 
lighting  lighc-hoQseSf  and  .for  other  parposd' 
with  amendments.  They  have  also  ptssed i  ^ 
for  the  establishment  of  of  a  General  LandOin 
in  the  Department  of  the  Treasury;  iowhid 
amendments  and  bill  they  desire  the  eoncannee 
of  thid  House. 

WAR  TAXES. 

Tbe  House  took  op  the  report  of  the  CoDnii< 
tee  of  the  Whole  on  the  war  taxes ;  wbeo  a  ea- 
carrenee  in  the  first  resolution,  increasiDg  ike  is- 
post  duties  one  hundred  per  cent,  betog  oodet 
consideration ;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being ctilei 
upon  the  resolution,  the  Spbakbb  directed  tk 
Clerk  to  proceed  with  tli«  call.  Just  after  Mr. 
Alston  had  answered  to  his  name.  Mr.  WmiiT 
addressed  the  Speaker.  The  Spiaok  decjdei 
that  the  call  bad  commenced,  and  the  geotimis 
could  not,  therefore,  accord  inflp  to  the  rales  of  tk 
House,  be  heard,  except  tbe  House  should  dew- 
mine  otherwiiie.  Tbe  call  was  inaisted  op(«.a< 
the  resolution  wa»  concurred  in,  71  to  40,  as  ^ 
lows  * 

Yftla--Willls  Alston.  Jan.,  WilHam  Andeisoa  £l^ 
veasen  Aichor,  Esekiel  Baoon,  William  W.  m 
Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  i^M 
William  Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Laagdoo  Chwk 
Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  William  CitiM 
Soger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Deilia,  Siaa 
Dinsmoor,  Ellas  Earle,  Meshack  Franklin,  Tkaos 
Gbolson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Gieen,  F& 
Grundy,  Bolliug  Hall,  Obed  HaU,  John  A  Hups, 
Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  M.  JohBso&.i«- 
seph  Kent,  William  R.  King,  William  Lowndes,Aca 
Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  William  McCoy,  Saowl  l(^ 
Kee,  Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  MetcaU;  Sudqc!  I 
Mitchill,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hofb^e- 
son,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newbold,  ThoBie» 
ton,  Israel  Pickens,  WiUiara  Piper,  Jsmet  Plmu^ 
Junior,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Wiifim  t 
Richaidaod,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  Jahn  Booi 
Jonatlmn  Roberts,  wAiam  Rodman,  EbeneKr  ^ 
Thomas  Sammons,  EbeaeMr  Seavwr,  John  Sew 
Adam  Seybert,  SmBUelShaw,  John  Smilie,  Gwp 
Smith,  John  Smitht  William  Strong,  GeolgeM.TM^ 
Robert  WhitehiU,  Rkhaid  Winn,  aad  Robert  Wi# 

Nats— John  Baker,  Abyah  Bigdow,  Hams* 
Bleecker,  Jas.  Breckenridge,  EUjah  Bngbara,  ^^ 
roditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  ^^ 
port,  jun.,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Jamet  Fisk.  .U 
Fitch^  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsboroogli,  Edva 
Gray,  Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Philip  B.  Key,i«^ 
Lewis,  junior,  Robert  lie  Roy  LivingstoOt  Ge<H|e  U 
Maxwell,  Archibald  McBryde,  James  Milnor.JoDtiiiia 
O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jobj*- 
Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  WilUam  Reed,  H«&1 
M.  Ridgely,  Daniel  Shefiey,  Richard  Stanford,  le^ 
B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggarl,  Benjamin  Talbot 
Url  Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  junior,  Lewis  WbeH* 
Leonard  White,  William  Widgeir,  and  Tbo^ 
Wilson. 

A  cottcnrreoee  in  the  second  resototion.  io  r^ 
lation  to  drawbacks  was  the  aext  questioit. 

Mr.  McKiM  said,  if  the  House  calcolated  opos 
this  iirovision  as  an  article  of  reveaoeithey  woulj 
certainlv  be  disappointed ;  for  hebelteTed,iQ9(«<' 
of  heaentiiig  the  raTenae,  it  areakl  iajoic  it. 
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Mr.  FisK  mored  to  postona  tbe  further  coaiid* 
ration  of  aJl  tbe  retolutloDs  before  tbe  House 
otil  the  first  Monday  in  April  next.  Mr.  F.  as- 
igoed  atf  bis  reasons  for  this  motioo,  that  as  all 
^ere  agreed  these  taxes  were  war  taxes,  be  tbonirbt 
;  time  eooog^b  to  agree  upon  tbein  wben  war  be- 
ftme  eertsio ;  tbat  there  was  do  doubt  the  re- 
rarces  of  the  eonutry  were  amply  sufficient 
rbeoever  Congress  deterratned  to  call  them  forth, 
ot  he  saw  no  necessity  for  alarming  the  people 
ritb  odious  taxes  beforehand.  Another  reason 
)r  the  postponement^  he  said  be  disliked  the  sys- 
!m,  and  if  a  little  time  was  given,  a  more  ac- 
eptable  one  to  the  people  might  be  formed, 
vhenever  war  became  unavoidable,  he  would  be 
5  ready  as  any  other  member  to  rote  the  neces- 
iry  taxes;  but  be  wished  not  to  vote  for  them 
)  advance.  It  was  on  this  ground  he  had  voted 
gaJQiit  the  first  resolution. 

Mr.  PoRTfiR  seconded  the  motion  for  postpone- 
lent.  Whenever  the  question  of  war  came  be- 
)re  the  House,  he  would  be  as  ready,  to  vote  for 
I  as  any  member,  and  for  taxes  to  support  it; 
Dd  DOW,  if  gentlemen  would  say  they  were  ready 
)  lay  the  taxes,  without  reserve,  he  would  vote 
)r  them,  but  be  wished  not  to  lay  them  by  anti- 
ipation. 

This  motion  was  opnosed  by  Messrs.  McKim, 
•HiLiE,  Troup, Rbea,John0on,Botd,  Findlrt. 
Ulboun,  and  Cbevbs,  on  the  ground  of  its  im- 
ropriety  and  impolicy.  The  Committee  of  Ways 
od  Means  having  recommended  to  Congress  a 
fstem  of  taxation,  which  has  been  publislied  to 
le  world,  and  this  HoUse  having,  in  committee; 
;reed,  by  large  majorities,  to  the  several  taxes 
roposed  bv  that  committee,  to  be  kid  whenever 
war  shall  take  place,  and  not  before,  and  if  no 
«r  takes  place,  of  course  the  whole  will  be  a 
ead  letter,  it  would  appear  strange  if  they  were 
ow  to  adopt  a  motion  like  the  presentb  Tbe 
eople  would  be  at  a  loss  to  account  for  such  a 
Durse.  They  would  begin  to  fear  Conffress  were 
01  serious  in  their  declarations  of  a  determtna* 
on  to  support  the  rights  of  the  country*  The 
eople  must  know  tliat  w^ir  cannot  be  carried  on 
ithout  taxes— 'that  the  one  cannot  be  bad  with- 
it  the  other,  and  it  will  certainly  be  much  bet- 
T  to  fix  upon  a  system  before  we  get  involved 
i  war,  than  have  to  do  it  afterwards.  At  all 
reoia.  as  the  system  has  been  reported  and  acted' 
pon,  it  ought  not  now  tu  be  laia  aside.  Such  a 
)ttrse  might  throw  obstacles  in  tbe  way  of  ob- 
ioing  the  loan  which  had  been  authorized.  It 
as  bilieved  tbe  people  are  prepared  and  ready 
»r  war,  and  willing  to  pay  tbe  necessary  taxes 
icident  to  such  a  state ;  that  they  feared  more 
le  want  of  sufficient  energy  in  Congress  than 
le  levving  of  necessary  taxes  in  support  of  tbe 
ar ;  that  if  Coneress  did  their  duty,  they  would 
ive  nothing  to  fear  from  tbe  people—they  are 
ady  to  make  a  stand ;  that  it  was  time  to  aban- 
>n  all  temporizing  policy ;  our  national  charac* 
r  was  at  stake  in  the  course  which  Congress 
as  about  to  Uke;  it  was  hoped  therefore  that 
I  motion  like  the  one  now  propoaed  would  be 
Hintenaneed,  but  that  the  HoQse  would  proceed' 


in  perfecting  the  system  of  taxation  reported  by 
the  committee,  and  recommit  tbe  report  to  tbe 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  as  the  founda- 
tion of  a  bill.  When  that  bill  shall  be  reported, 
it  would  be  open  for  discussion  ;  and  if  any  im- 
provement coo  Id  be  made  in  the  system,  members 
would  be  at  liberty  to  propose  their  amendments. 

After  some  observations  from  Mr.  Widoery, 
in  favor  of  a  shorter  postponement,  in  which  he 
expressed  his  dislike  to  some  parts  of  the  system 
proposed,  Mr.  Fisk  modified  his  motioo  so  as  to 
make  ibe  postponement  till  Monday  week. 

Mr.  Bacon,  from  motives  of  delicacy,  as  gen- 
tlemen had  declared  they  wished  to  have  further 
time  to  consider  the  subject,  would  be  obliged  to 
vote  in  favor  of  tbe  motion. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  postponement, 
and  negatived,  93  to  31.  as  follows : 

Yba»— Willis  Alston,  WkHism  Anderaoni  Steven* 
SOB  Archer,  Eiekiel  Bacon,  John  Baker,  Abijab  Bige- 
low,  James  Breckenridge,  Epa^uoditus  Championt  Jas. 
CocJiran,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle^  James  Fisk, 
Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harpmr,  Philip  B.  Kej,  Joeeph 
Lewis,  jr.,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Iirael  Pickens,  Benja- 
min Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Randolph^  William 
M*  Kiehardson,  Thomas  Sammons,  Samuel  Shaw,  Silas 
Stow,  William  Strong,  Cri  Tracy,  Charles  Tomer,  jr., 
Pierre  Van  Gortiandt,  jr.,  WiUtam  Widgerv,  and  Thot. 
WilMn. 

Nays— David  Baid,  Burwell  BasMtt,  William  W. 
Bibb,  WiUiaa  Blackledge,  HarmanusBleecker,  Adam 
Boyd,  Elijah  Brigham,  Robert  Brown,  William  A. 
BurwelU  William  Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdonr 
Gheves,  Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew  Clay,  Willmm 
Crawford,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Roger  IJavis,  John 
Dawson^  Joseph  Detha,  William  Ely,  James  Emott, 
WUliam  Findlej,  Asa  Fitch,  Meshack  FranUm,  Thoe. 
Gholson,  ThooMLS  R.  Gold,  Charles  Goidsboroogfa,  Pe- 
terson Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix 
Grandy,  Boiling  Hall,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hulfy» 
Ricbaid  Jackson,  jr.,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent, 
William  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph 
Lefever,  Peter  Little,  Robert  Le  Rc^  Livingston,  Wil« 
liam  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Thomaa 
Moore,  Archibald  McBryde,  William  McCoy,  Samuel 
McKee,  Alexander  McRim, ,  Arunah  Metcidf,  James 
Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony 
New,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen 
Ormsby,  Joseph  Pearson,  William  Fiper,  Timothy  Pit- 
kin, jr.,  James  Pleasants,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah 
Quincy,  WUliam  Reed,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Samuel 
Ringgold,  John  Rhea.  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts^ 
William  Rodman,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebeneser  Seaver, 
John  Sevier,  Adam  Sevbert,  John  Smilie^  George 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart, 
Lewis  B.  Sfurges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tall- 
madge,  George  M.  Troup,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard 
White,  Robert  WhitehUl,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert 
Wright. 

The  question  returned  on  concurrinff  in  the 
second  resolution  in  relation  to  drawbacks. 
^  Mr.  Stow  said  he  should  vote  in  the  negative, 
because  he  conceived  it  would  not  be  consistent 
with  good  faith  to  pass  a  regulation  of  this  kind 
which  would  apply  to  goods  already  imported. 

The  re^lution  waa  agreed  to,  78  to  47,  as  foU 
lows: 
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Ybas— WiHis  AbtoB,  jr.,  WUIUm  Ana^raoii,  Stev- 
ensoa  Archer,  Exekiel  Bmcon,  Dmvid  Bard,  Burwelt 
Bauett,  WiUiam  W.  Bibb,  WUliam  Blaekledga,  Adam 
Boyd,  Robert  Brown»  WiUiam  A.  Burwell,  WiUiam 
Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cbeves,  MaUkew 
Clay,  James  Cochran,  Lewie  Condit,  William  Craw- 
ford, Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  EUas 
Sarle,  WUIiam  Findley,  Mcshack  FrankUn,  Thomas 
Oholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix 
Grundy,  BuUing  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper, 
Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hufly,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Jos. 
Kent,  William  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lefe?er, 
Peter  Little,  WiUiam  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyie,  Nathan- 
iel Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  Wil- 
liam McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Aninah  Metcalf,  Jftmes 
Moiigan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelaon,  Anthony 
New,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen 
Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  WiUiam  Piper,  James  Pleas- 
ants, jr.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Samuel 
Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts, 
WUIiam  Rodman,  Ebeneier  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons, 
Ebenezer  SeaTer,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  John 
Smilie,  George  Smith,  J(^n  Smith,  Richard  Stanford, 
WiUiam  Strong,  George  M.  Troup,  Robert  WhitehUI, 
Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Nats— John  Baker,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmanus 
Bleeeker,  James  Breekenridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  £pa« 
phroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Daten- 

Jorti  jr.,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  WiUiam  Ely,  James  Emott, 
ames  Fisk,  Asa  Fitch,  Tliomas  R.  Gold,  Charles 
Goldsborough,  Edwin  Gray,  Richard  Jaeksen,  jr., 
Philip  B.  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Robert 
Le  Hoy  Livingston,  Archibald  McBryde,  Alexander 
McKim,  James  MUnor,  Samuel  L.  MitchiU,  Jonathan 
O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisha 
R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  William 
Reed,  WilUam  M.  Richardson,  Henry  M.  Bidgely, 
Samuel  Shaw,  PhiUp  8tuart«  Silaa  Stow,  Lewis  B. 
Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri 
Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jr., 
Laban  Wheaton,  Leooaid  White,  WiUiam  Widgery, 
and  Thomas  Wilson. 

The  question  was  next  taken  on  th«  third  res- 
olution, laying  additional  tonnage  duties,  and  car- 
ried, 82  to  40,  as  follows : 

YxAs-^WiUis  Alston,  jr.,  WUIiam  Anderson,  Stev- 
enson Archer,  Eiekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  BurweU 
Bassett,  WUIiam  W.  Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  Adam 
Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  BurweU,  WUUam 
Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  Matthew 
Clay,  James  Cochran,  Lewis  Condit,  WUIiam  Craw- 
ford, Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Sam- 
uel Dlnsmoor,  Elias  Earle,  William  Fiudley,  James 
Fisk,  Mcshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson 
Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling 
HaU,  O'bed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  Rich- 
ard M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  WiUiam  R.  King,  Abner 
Lacock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Peter  Little,  WiUiam  Lowndes, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Geoige  C.  Maxwell, 
Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Al- 
exander McKim,  Arunah  Metcalf,  James  Morgan,  Jere- 
miah Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas 
Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel 
Pickens,  WUIiam  Piper,  James  Pleasants,  jr.,  Benja*> 
min  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  WiUiam  M.  Richardson, 
damnel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan 
Roberts,  WUIiam  Rodman,  Ebeneaer  Sage,  Ebeneser 
Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  John  SmiUe,  Geo. 
Bmith,  John  Smith,  SUas  Stow,  George  SuUivan,  Georga 


M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Robert  Wkitebifl,  Wn. 
Widgery,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wrigfat.-61 

NArs---John   Baker,   Abijah  Bigelsw,  HtnaBii 
Bleeeker,  James  Breekenridge,  Elijak  Bngba,  Ep- 
phroditus  Champion,  Martin  GhlltendeB,  Joki  Dam- 
port,  jr.,  WUUam  Ely,  James  Emott,  Asi  Pitck,TW 
K.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Edwin  Gray,  RicM 
Jackson,  jr.,  Philip  B.  Key,   Ljmaa  Law,  Jonfk 
Lewis,  jr.,  Ardiibald  McBryde,  iames  Milooc,8iBMi 
L.  MitchiU,  Jonathan  O.  Moeeley,  Joseph  Pernio 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  PotUr,  JouihQoii^ 
John  Randolph,  WiUiam  Reed,  Heniy  M.  Ridgc^. 
Thomas  Sammons,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  toci 
Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  BenjamiD  TtS- 
madge,  Uri  Tracy,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jr.,  Lihi 
Wheaton.  Leonard  White,  and  Thomu  Wiboc-^i 

The  fourth  resolution  came  next,  noder  c«- 
sideration,  laying  a  duty  on  salt. 

Mr.  M.  Clay  hoped  the  House  would  ootm- 
cur  with  the  eommittee  in  (be  adoption  ofue 
resolution,  as  its  operation  would  be  f  ery  uoeqnl; 
for  nearly  the  whole  duty  would  be  paidbpbi 
middle  coiiDtry,  by  about  one-third  of  tbrpnplf 
of  the  United  States,  as  the  people  od  (he  m- 
bbard  had  no  occasion  to  use  this  article  forthfi 
cattle,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  Wesiero  coot- 
try,  he  understood,  got  their  salt  for  teo  ceoui 
bushel. 

Mr.  Stahford  Joined  Mr.  Culy  in  bisoppoe- 
tion  to  this  rei^olution. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  SETiSBT  ui 
Mr.  Newton  in  faror  of  the  tax,  ibe  House li 
journed,  without  taking  the  question. 


Friday,  February  28. 

The  Speaubb  laid  before  the  HooseilcdR 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  traDsoituif 
a  statement  of  the  |rros8  and  net  amount  of  ite 
customs  of  the  United  States,  in  obedieace  toi 
resolution  of  the  House,  of  the  eleteoih  aiiioo 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  oo  the  tibk 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  <'for  the  esuUi^ 
meot  of  a  General  Land  Office  in  the  Deptnam 
of  the  Treasary"  was  read  twice  and  referred  k 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  Hotise  proceeded  to  consider  the  afflw- 
ments  of  the  Seoala  to  the  bill  '^to  authorize  br 
SecreUr^  of  the  Treasury,  under  the  direeti«^ 
the  President  of  ihe  United  States,  to  poreliise^ 
Wioslow  Lewis  his  patent  right  to  theoevus 
improved  method  of  lighting  light-bouses, and fe 
other  purposes;"  and  the  amendments  werecflt- 
curred  in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Bassett,  observed,  that  a  new  edition  oiu( 
Manual  of  Parliamentary  Practice  was  tboot  t^ 
be  published  in  this  city ;  and  as  he  ^^i^^^J* 
book  could  be  placed  in  the  Library  that  would » 
more  useful  to  members  of  Congress,  he  tiad  f^ 
pared  a  resolution  proposing  to  authorize  the  tltfl 
to  subscribe  for  aa  many  copies  as  migbt  appei' 
sufficient  for  the  tise  of  the  number  of  Devm^A* 
bers  which  might  at  any  time  be  ia  the  na^ 
It  was  in  the  following  words: 

<<  Uuokti,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  Honse  to  ta^ 
Ixed  to  subscribe  with  Joaeph  MUUgan  aotl  Wilbtf 
Cooper  for  ^-^  cofias  of  a  new  edi^  oficft"**' 
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War  Thx^B, 


H.  OF  R. 


ManuftI,  proniM  Umj  annex  thereto  the  etandhif 
ules  and  orders  of  thta  Hoiiae,  to  be  paid  for  ont  of 
he  contingent  fund,  and  the  hooka  placed  in  tha  Li- 
mry,  for  the  nae  of  Congresa. 

The  blank  was  filled  with  fifty,  and  the  reao- 
otion  agreed  to. 

WAR  TAXES. 

The  Hoaae  than  reaumed  the  eonaideration 
)f  the  report  .of  the  Comnaittee  of  the  Whole  on 
ibe  subject  of  taxes;  when  the  4th  resolution, 
pronosing  a  tax  on  aalt,  being  under  consideration, 

Me.  Stahpobd  rose  again  to  oppoae  thia  tax,  on 
ibe  ground  of  its  being  unjust  ana  unequal,  opera- 
lio^  principally  upon  a  particular  portion  of  the 
(Joion.  The  inliabttanis  on  tlw  seaboard  had  not 
thesame  necessity  of  u^tng  it  for  their  cattle,  and  on 
lome  parta  of  the  coafit  manufactories  of  salt  nre 
nublished ;  and  the  people  to  the  westward  had 
ilio  salt  manufactories.  The  State  of  Ohio  had 
been  particularly  favored  by  Congress  in  this  re- 
specr,  having  had  the  aalt-lieks  given  to  them  at 
toe  time  that  State  was  formed. 

Mr.  Smiub  said,  the  salt-licks  bad  not  been 
giren  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  without  a  considera- 
tion. They  were,  in  return,  to  suffer  all  lands 
belonging  to  the  United  States  to  be  exempt  from 
taxation. 

Mr.  Blacclbdob  was  in  favor  of  the  tax,  as  It 
would  serve  to  encourage  the  manufacture  of  salt 
io  our  own  country,  which j  in  case  of  war,  would 
be  very  desirable.  He  did  not  believe  that  the 
people  on  the  seaeoaat,  or  in  the  Western  country, 
got  their  salt  any  cheaper  than  the  inhabitants  of 
the  midland  country,  except  such  as  lived  near  a 
manufactory. 

Mr.  Stanford  moved  to  amend  the  resolution, 
by  adding  a  duty  of  teA  cents  on  ail  salt  manu- 
factured in  this  country.  This  motion  was  ad- 
vocated by  Messrs.  Stanfobd,  Macon,  WaroBT, 
Clay,  Gholson,  and  Widoebt  ;  and  opposed  by 
Messrs.  Bi«acklbdgb,  Kino,  Pobtbb  Stow,  La- 
cock,  Tracy,  Grundy,  and  Calhoun. 

By  the  advocates  of  the  amendment  it  was 
urged  that,  if  salt  imported  paid  a  duty  of  twenty 
cents  a  bushel,  the  manufacturers  of  salt  in  this 
country  might  very  well  afford  to  pay  a  tax  of 
half  that  sum,  as  they  would  then  havean  advan- 
tage of  ten  cents  per  bushel  over  foreign  salt ; 
that  there  would  be  as  much  propriety  In  taxing 
domestic  salt  aa  domestic  spirits;  that  this  tax 
was  laid  for  the  purpose  of  raising  revenue,  and 
naoofactorers  of  domestic  salt  could  well  afford 
to  pay  a  tax  in  case  the  proposed  duty  was  laid 
upon  imported  snlt;  all,  however,  who  advocated 
this  tax,  declared  themselves  opposM  to  a  tax  on 
salt  at  all ;  but,  if  foreign  salt  was  taxed,  they 
wished  that  made  at  home  also  taxed. 

Those  opposed  to  this  amendment,  said  that 
this  was  tue  first  instance  in  this  or  any  other 
country  of  an  infant  manufaciure,  and  especially 
of  a  necessary  of  life,  being  taxed  ;  that  the  tax 

would  have  the  effect  of  discouraging  these  man- 

Qfactures.   Some  salt-licks,  it  was  said,  had  been 
tlready  laid  aside  as  unprofitable ;  that  it  would 

eeitainly  be  good  policy  in  this  Government  to 


encourage  manufactures  of  every  kind,  bttt,  more 
especially,  of  such  articles  as  ctnnot  be  obtained 
from  abroad  in  time  of  war.  It  was  well  known 
that  this  country  suffered  considerably  during  the 
Revolution  for  want  of  salt;  but  now,  with  proper 
encouragement,  a  sufiiciency  might  be  furnished 
from  oqr  own  establishments.  Besides,  if  this 
additional  tax  were  to  be  imposed  on  salt,  it 
would  raise  the  price  still  higher  tu  the  con- 
sumers, as  eventually  every  tax  is  paid  by  them. 
The  business  of  taxation  ought  to  be  considered 
in  the  spirit  of  accommodation ;  the  salt  tax  would 
bear  a  little  hard  on  one  part  of  the  country,  the 
impost  and  tonnage  duty  on  another,  the  spirit 
tax  on  another,  the  carriage  and  stamp  tax  on 
another,  and  the  direct  taxes  on  otherst.  It  would 
be  impossible  to  set  taxea  to  bear  equally  on  all. 
It  was  believed  that  if  the  system  was  taken  to- 
gether it  would  operate  as  equally  as  any  other 
that  could  be  produced. 

The  question  was  taken  on  agreeing  to  this 
tax  often  cents  a  bushel  on  domestic  salt,  and 
nejzatived — yeas  22.  nays  96,  as  follows: 

YxAS — SteTcnsnn  Archer,  Davi<)  Bard,  Martin  Chit- 
tenden, Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  William 
Crawford,  Asa  Fitqh,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas 
Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George 
C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  Archibald  McBryde, 
William  McCoy,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  John 
Randolph,  John  Smith,  Richard  8unford»  Benjamin 
Tallmadge,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Nats  —  Willis  Alston,  jun.,  William  Anderson, 
£zekiel  Bacon,  John  Baker,  Burwell  Bassett,  William 
W.  Bibb,  Abiiah  Bigeiow,  William  Blackledge,  Hai- 
manus  Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breckenridge, 
Elijah  Brigham,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell, 
William  Butler,  John  C.  Calhonn,  Epaphroditua 
Champion,  Langdon  Cheves,  Lewis  Condit,  Roger 
Davis,  Joseph  Desha,  Samnel  Dinsmoor,  Eiias  Earle, 
William  Ely,  James  Emott,  William  Findley,  Thomas 
R.  Gokl,  Charles  Goldsboroogh,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah 
L.  Green,  Felix  Gmndy,  Bolting  Hall,  Obed  Hall, 
John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard 
Jackson,  jun.,  Richard  M.  Johnaon,  Joseph  Kent,  WU- 
liam  R.  king,  Abner  Lacock,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph 
Lefover,  Joseph  Lewis,  jan^  Peter  LitUe,  Robert  Le 
Roy  Livingslon.  William  liowndea,  Aaron  Lyle,  Sam* 
uel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Aronah  Metcaif,  Sam- 
nel L.  Mitchill,  Jamea  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New, 
Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby, 
William  Piper,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  James  Pleasants, 
jun.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Pot- 
ter, Josiah  Quincy,  William  Reed,  William  M.  Rich- 
ardson, Henry  M.  Ridgely.  Samuel  Ringgold,  John 
Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  RoberU,  WUliam  Rod- 
man Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenexer 
Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Daniel  Sheffey, 
John  Sfflilie,  George  Smith,  Philip  Stuart,  Silaa  Stow, 
Lewis  B.  Stnrges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Uri  Tracy,  George 
M.  Ttonp,  Charles  Turner,  jnn.,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt, 
jun.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  Robert  While- 
hill,  Thomas  Wilson,  and  RichanI  Winn. 

The  question  was  then  uken  on  agreeing  to 
the  proposition,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  fur  laying  a  duty  of  twenty  cents  a 
bushel  on  imported  salt,  and  negatived-— yeas  §7, 
naya  60,  as  follows: 
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nil 


H.  or  R. 


Divorcu  in  the  Ihgtrid  nf  Columbia* 


Miici^tttL 


Ykii— WUlis  Alston,  junior,  Williun  AiMlenon, 
8tevenjM>n  Archer,  Ezeki«l  Booon,  BurweU  ButeU, 
Mruiimm  W.  Bibb,  WilUam  BlftcUedffe,  Adam  Boyd, 
William  BuUer,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Chevea, 
John  DawaoD,  Joseph  Desha,  Elias  Earle,  William 
FindW,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundj,  BoUing  Hall, 
Olied  Hall,  Jacob  Hafty,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph 
Kent,  William  R.  Kiug,  Abner  Lacock,  Peter  Little, 
William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Samuel  McKee,  Alex- 
ander McKim,  Arunah  Metcalf,  James  Mllnor,  Samuel 
L.  Mitchill,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Anthony  New,  Thomas 
Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel 
Pickens,  James  Pleasants,  jun.,  Peter  B.  Porter, 
Josiah  Qttincy,  William  Reed,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John 
Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebeneasr  Ssge,  Thomas 
Sammons,  Ebeoeier  Soever,  Adam  Seybert,  J^in 
Smilie,  George  Smith,  Silas  Slow,  tf ri  Tracy,  George 
M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jaa^  Piene  Van  Cortlandt, 
jwi*,  aad  Richard  Winn. 

Nats-^c^ui  Baker,  David  Bard,  Harmanus  Bleeek- 
er,  James  Breckenridge,  El^ah  Brigham,  Robert 
Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  Epaphroditus  Champion, 
Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran, 
Lewis  Condit,  William  Crawford,  Roger  Davis,  Samuel 
Dinsmoor,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Asa  Fitch, 
Meahack  Franklin;  Thomas  Gholson,  Charles  Golds- 
horough,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  John  A. 
Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  Richard  Ja(±son,  jun.,  Philip 
B.  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lefever,  Joseph  Lewis, 
jun.,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas 
Moore,  Archibald  McBryde,  William  McCoy,  James 
Morgan,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Joseph 
Pearson,  William  Piper,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Benja- 
min Pond,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  John  Randolph,  ^emy 
M.  Ridgely,  John  Rhea,  William  Rodman,  John 
Sevier,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  8he£ky,  John  Smith, 
Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  Samuel  Taggart, 
Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Laban  Wheaton,  Robert  White- 
hill,  WUliam  Widgery,  Thomas  WUson,  and  Robert 
Wright 

[Yeas  57,  oays  60.  Absent  on  this  vote  twenty- 
three  members,  viz:  Messrs.  Baktuitt,  Sulu- 

TAM,  CUTTS,  TAU4lfAlC,  AviRY,  CoOK,  PaULDINO, 
HVNfiMAN,     TaUAFBRRO,     SaWTSR,     WlLLlAMtt. 

Cobb,  and  Gannbtt,  absent  from  the  eity;  uni 
Messrs.  Clopton,  Biqblow,  Write,  Datbrport, 
Storobs,  Fibk,  Strong,  Litinobtom,  Gold, 
and  RicBARDBOR,  absent  from  indisposition  and 
other  causes.] 

The  fifth  resolution  next  came  under  consider- 
ation for  laying  duties  on  distillers,  when 

Mr.  McKiM  moved  to  strike  out  what  relates 
to  laying  a  duty  on  the  capacity  of  the  still,  and 
to  insert  in  its  place  twenty-five  cents  per  gallon. 

Mr.  MooRG  said  the  vote  which  haa  just  been 
taken  and  decided  against  taxing  salt,  induced 
him  to  be  in  favor  of  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  or  at  least  in  favor  of  substi- 
iuliog  some  other  article  in  lieu  of  nalt,  on  which 
a  tax  will  operate  with  more  equality  and  less 
oppression  on  the  poor.  lam  fully  npprized,  said 
he,  of  the  necessity  of  providing  the  sinews  of 
war,  and  I  can  assure  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  I 
shall  be  as  ready  and  willing  to  use  them  in  the 
assertion  of  the  rii^hts  of  ray  country  as  any  gen- 
tleinan  on  this  floor.  Although  I  have  voted 
agajnst  the  taxing  salt,  as  I  consider  it  an  article 
of  the  first  necessity,  which  ought  not  to  be  taxed, 


i  am  williag  to  raise  the  sum  taxed  oa  sth  m 
any  other  article  less  objectionable;  I  vouM  evei 
prefer  laying  it  on  land.  I  will,  therefore,  ss^ 
to  the  honorable  gentleman  from  MarjUnd  tke 
propriety  of  withdrawing  his  motioa  notii  the 
resolutions  are  gone  through;  the  whole  sabjetf 
will  then  be  open  for  consideration,  sad  ik 
House  can  select  some  other  article  as  a  props 
substitute  for  salt,  which  I  hope  will  be  Lid 
equally  eon? anient  aad  less  odious. 

Mr.  Sbybbrt  did  not  know  that  be  thdi 
have  made  a  single  observatioR  on  this  tafajee^ 
had  it  not  beea  for  the  vote  wkiek  had  ioti  bea 
tafcea;  bat  he  mast  ackaowledge  he  feftthiadf 
■e  disappoiatcd  aad  oaortified,  that  he  bdieni 
he  should  vote  against  every  other  tax.  F«,  i 
gentlemen  will  oppose  one  iteili  of  taxatioi.  to> 
oause  it  happens  to  fall  a  Kale  harder  oi  soai 
aeetiaas  of  the  eouatry  than  ochen;  whilst  otto 
gantlemeo,  for  the  sake  of  aeeoonnodatioo,  km 
eonaeated  to  lay  much  heavier  hardens  oi  ikor 
aonstitoeats,  he  despaired  of  establishing  aafsp^ 
tern  of  taxation.  He  had  beea  told  we  «w 
entering  on  a  war  for  commerces  He  did  sots 
consider  it.  He  believed  we  were  aboat  to  » 
gage  in  a  war  to  maiatain  oar  honor,  liberty,  ail 
sovereignty,  as  a  nation.  Whilst  the  FoAf^ 
vanians  are  selling  their  wheat  for  two  doihoi 
bushel,,  it  could  not  be  said  thej  araatcd  t  vu:: 
obtain  any  better  priee  for  their  produce;  ifuf 
part  of  the  country  were  inflneaced  by  motive 
of  interest,  it  must  be  the  tobacco  and  eoi» 
planters;  it  might,  therefore,  be  rather  teraicdi 
war  for  agriouiture,  aad  a  particular  speetes  of  it 
than  for 'commerce.  But  he  bad  alwrnys  eo- 
sidered  it  as  having  higher  objects  in  view. 

The  Spbakbr  declared  the  motioo  of  the  ces- 
tieman  from  Maryland  to  be  oot  of  order;  ss  ill 
propositions  for  raising  revenue  must  first  be  du- 
cussed  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  was  made  and  carried 
and  the  Hooae  adjourned  till  Moaday. 


Monday,  March  2. 

Mr.  WaiQHT  reported  a  bill  sapplemeBtiryu 
the  "Act  more  effectually  to  provide  for  tker 
ganization  of  the  inilitia  of  the  District  of  Of- 
uimbia ;"  which  was  twice  read  and  comiaitKd. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  repMi 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  ponaiKf 
of  a  resolution  of  the  House  callinff  on  bin  ^ 
a  statement  of  the  exports  of  the  United  Sine 
for  some  years  past ;  also,  a  letter  from  the  See 
retary  of  the  Treasury,  the  Secretary  of  Wv 
and  Gomptrtller,  on  the  subject  of  the  refo^ 
claims,  m.  ;  also,  a  letter  from  the  Chief  Jdshk 
of  the  United  States  in  behalf  of  the  Soprcae 
Court,  acknowledging  the  favor  conferred  oa 
them  by  the  use  of  th^  Congreesional  Ubcsrf. 

DIVORCES  IN  THB  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Lewis,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  made  the  following  report: 

The  Committee  for  the  District  of  Cohimbis,  lowhie 
were  sefenred  the  petitioM  of  Jans  Deakiu^F^ 
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•  «]ivorce  iirom  WilliAm  Deakins*  and  of  David 
•ck,  praying  for  a  divorce  from  EUnn,  hM  wife, 
tunit  the  following  report: 

The  only  object  which  the  petitioners  can  have  in 
iw  18  to  be  enabled,  respectively,  to  enter  into  new 
atracti  of  marriage*  Were  marriages  only  a  civil 
tiituiion,  the  courts  of  law  would  be  open  to  all  par- 
§  seeking  the  redress  now  prayed  for^  for  alleged 
isch  of  the  marriage  contract :  bat  it  is  something 
pre;  it  is  a  (Hmne  ordinance,  and  has  been  pro- 
anced  snch  by  the  highest  legal  as  well  as  spiritnal 
dionty.  The  competency  of  any  hnman  tribunal 
dissolve  its  sacred  obligations  may  well  be  doubted. 
le  jostiee  or  poficy,  under  any  cirenmstances,  of 
akening  the  matrimonial  institution,  upon  the  painty 
which  depends  the  very  ftbric  of  society  itself  may 
boldly  denied.    Divorces  are  not  UMrely  the  efieot 

corruption  of  manners ;  they  are  the  canse  aleot 
ley  hoid  ont  temptations  to- crime  which  hnman  in* 
nity  cannot  al  all  tioMa  resist  They  hold  out  ift> 
itivea  to  that  adnltefy  which  4iey  are  called  in  to 
ncdy.  Extreme  caaee  may  indeed  be  pal,  bnl  tbej 
)  rare ;  both  parties  are  generally  in  £inlt.  Shall  a 
ly  few  individuals,  wlio  present  themselvee  in  a  qoes* 
nable  shape,  be  debarred  from  contracting  a  aecond 
irriage,  or  shall  the  foundations  of  society  be  loosened 

their  special  accommodation?  Shall  the  heaviest 
blic  injury  be  encountered  for  the  convenience  of 
Me,  who,  for  the  most  part,  have  shown  how  little 
iance  is  to  be  placed  upon  their  virtue  or  discretion  1 
all  incentives  to  nuptial  infidelity  be  presented  to 
)  great  body  of  society  for  the  personal  gratification 
a  few  nnfortnnate  members,  dinbsing  dissatisfaction 
d  discontent,  where,  but  for  the  deceitful  hope  of 
xyrce,  they  had  never  been  known  ? 
Fhe  frequency  of  divorees  may  be  taken  ae  an  nn- 
ing  criterion  of  the  depravity  cf  moeals.  A  mspee^ 
e  authority  has  declared,  that  "from  the  Reforms* 
a  to  the  commencement  of  the  eighteenth  century, 
ire  had  occurred  only  four  instances  of  Parliamen- 
y  divorce ;  but,  in  the  present  reign,  they  had  in« 
ased  to  the  enormous  number  of  one  hundred  and 
lety-tliree."  It  is  notorious  that  the  crime  which  is 
de  the  ground-work  of  the  divorce,  is  firequently 
omitted  with  the  most  '^  deliberate  and  unblushing 
lifTerence,"  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  adulterer 
J  adul tress  thereafler  to  intermarry.    Tour  commit- 

will  not  attempt  to  pursue  the  subject  further.  It 
ralculated  to  inspire  the  most  solemn  reflections. 
ey  are  opposed  to  divorce  upon  principle,  as  tending 
excite  nunily  discord;  as  beanng  hard  upon  the 
sker  sex,  whom  it  is  especially  incumbent  upon  ns 
protect  and  to  cherish ;  above  all,  as  weakening  the 
trimottitl  tie,  upon  the  sanctity  of  which  depend 
J  the  charities  of  father,  son,  and  brother."  The 
amittee  vrill  not  enter  into  the  question  how  for  it 
y  be  wise  or  politic  to  hold  fotth  to  the  world  tins 
itrict  as  an  asylum  for  tfiooB  who  wish  to  obtain  ah- 
iition  fjrom  the  marriage  vow.-  They  will  content 
meclves  with  submitting  the  following  resolution : 
^Utohed,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitionen  ought 

to  be  granted. 

Eieferred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
>Dday  next. 

WAR  T.\XE8. 

rhe  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  order  of 

;  day. 

\Sr.  Gb OLSON  said  be  had  witnemed  with  ex- 


treme regret,  this  dissatisfaction  that  was  preva- 
lent amongst  his  friends  in  consequence  of  the 
rejeciioQ  of  the  resolution  recommending  a  tax 
on  salt.  He  had  voted  against  that  particular 
resolution,  and,  after  reviewing  witb  the  moat 
rigid  impartiality  his  conduce  upon  that  occasion, 
he  could  perceive  in  it  nothing  to  disapprove.  1 
most  distiacily  and  explicitly,  said  Mr.  G..  upon 
that  occasion,  stated  in  my  place  that,  if  the  salt 
tax  could,  by  any  gentleman,  be  shown  to  be  ne- 
cessary to  equalize  the  system  of  tazaiioo,  I  was 
ready  to  yield  my  assent  to  it,  although,  as  was 
acknowledged,  it  would  operate  with  .peculiar 
hardship  on  all  the  middle  country,  a  section  of 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent.  Neither 
the  honorable  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  nor  any  other  genileman,  U9- 
dertook  to  prove  that  this  tax  was  requisite  to  pro* 
doce  this  equal  effect.  I,  moreorer,  then  stated, 
as  1  now  declare,  that  I  was,  and  am  prepared  to 
go  as  far  as  any  man  in  providing  the  necessary 
reveaoe  to  sustain  the  credit  of  the  country  in 
the  approaching  contest.  My  object  was  to  im- 
pose the  taxes  on  subjects  that  could  best  bear 
them.  1  thought  there  were  many  objects  of 
taxation  preferable  to  salt,  (an  indispensable  of 
life,)  and  was  desirous  of  raij»iog  the  amount  con- 
templated from  salt  by  a  tax  on  whiskey,  an  ad- 
dition to  the  direct  tax,  or  in  any  other  more 
eli£[ible  mode.  But  ii  now  seems  that,  if  the 
article  of  salt  is  excluded,  the  whole  system  of 
taxation  will  be  endangered.  We  are  told  in 
conversation,  since  the  vote  on  the  salt  tax,  thai 
the  system  which  has  been  presented  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  aod  Means  is  a  system  of  com- 
promise and  concession,  aod  that  it  most  be  taken 
altogether,  the  bad  with  the  good ;  that,  if  we 
pay  the  salt  tax,  the  Eastern  and  the  Western 
country  will  suffer  peculiarly  by  an  increase  of 
the  impost,  and  by  the  land  tax.  The  middle 
country  will  experience  no  exemption  from  these 
particular  burdens.  Soooer  than  this  measure 
should  fail;  sooner  than  we  should  not  provide 
for  the  expenses  we  have  incurred  to  resist  the 
encroachments  of  our  enemy;  sooner,  in  fine, 
than  degrade  and  disgrace  the  nation,  I  believe  it 
would  be  better  for  us  to  take  the  whole  draught, 
just  as  it  has  been  proposed.  Yes,  sir,  |)erhaps  I 
might  say,  even  if  it  were  hemlock.  I,  sir,  would 
vote  two  dollars  a  bushel  on  salt,  rather  than 
see  the  present  course  of  policy  frustrated.  Mr. 
Speaker,  we  who  form  the  majority  have  all  the 
same  ejod  in  view  :  the  maintenance  of  the  rightSi 
honor,  and  independeoce  of  the  country  against 
the  lawless  aggressions  of  our  enemy.  To  attain 
this  end,  I  would  take  the  best  means.  Rather 
than  be  defeated  in  the  accomplishment  of  ii,  I 
would  agree  to  any  means  not  absolutely  intoler- 
able. It  is  therefore  that  I,  on  the .  present  occa- 
sion, will  concede  much  of  my  own  opinion,  in 
order  to  harmonize  with,  and  .conciliate  those 
with  whom  I  unfortunately  disagree  on  this 
particular  point.  Concession  aod  compromise^ 
among  those  who  have  the  same  common  object, 
are  often  indispeusable  duties.  It  is  by  this  sen- 
timent, sir,  that  I  am  actuated.    We  should  not 
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dispute  aroongf  ourselves.  Ic  is  by  oaion  and  bar- 
muny  ooiy  that  we  can  serve  our  consticoents.  I, 
for  one,  will  pledge  myself  that  I  will  furnbh  no 
cause  of  schism  amongst  our  friends.  1  am  hap- 
py, said  he,  in  indulging  the  hope  that  several  of 
my  friendsi,  with  whom  I  have  acted  on  this  sab- 

{'ect,  and  who  have,  I  doubt  not,  been  ioflufnced 
»y  the  same  motives  with  myself,  wilt  concaf 
with  me  in  the  motion  lam  about  to  make.  Un- 
der these  impressions.  I  move  yon.  sir,  to  recon-  I 
sider  the  vQte,  of  Friday  last,  on  the  resolution 
imposing  a  tax  on  salt. 

Mr  Nfii^oil  said  he  should  feel  no  disposition 
to  object  to  any  gentleman  reconsidering^  any  vote 
which  he  had  given,  if  it  conld  be  said  that  it 
bad  been  given  with  precipitancy,  or  without 
mature  deliberation.  But,  when  he  reflected  that 
this  question  was  not  for  the  first  time  before  the 
House ;  that  at  an  ^nfly  period  of  the  session,  two 
distinct  propositions  of  this  nature  had  been  re- 
jected alter  debate;  that  the  same  question  had 
been  again  discussed  in  Committee  of  the  whole 
House ;  and  that  the  mind  of  every  man  wss 
brought  to  bear  upon  it,  and  that  it  was  then  de* 
eided  that  a  tax  should  not  be  laid — he  could 
find  no  apology  for  reconsidering  that  discussion. 
He  found  no  apology  in  the  reason  assigned,  that 
its  rejection  was  evidence  of  an  indisposition  to 
assert  the  rights  of  the  €k>vernment.  I  do  not, 
said  Mr.  N.,  feel  myself  amenable  to  this  cen- 
sure,  because,  let  it  be  known,  that  when  I  taken 
tax  away  from  one  subject,  1  shall  not  hesitate 
a  iboment  to  impose  it  to  an  equal  amount  on 
another.  Away,  then,  with  the  idea  that,  by  the 
rejection  of  this  item,  we  shall  break  up  the  plan 
of  the  Qovernment ;  more  especially,  let  not  such 
an  argument  have  weight,  when  1  shall  show 
that  this  tax  is  incapable  of  producing  any  ma- 
terial revenue  whatever. 

Mr.  N.  said  he  had,  indeed,  been  astonished 
to  hear«  gentleman  say  that  the  rejection  of  this 
item  would  break  up  the  whole  system ;  that  there 
was  such  symmetry  in  the  report  that,  lake  away 
but  one  member,  and  the  whole  fabric  was  dis- 
solved. The  symmetry  of  the  system  had  not  so 
forcibly  struck  him.  He  saw  deformity  to  it.  He 
saw  a  heterogeneous  mass  of  discordant  nxateri- 
als  mixed  up  together;  but  not  so  intimately  in- 
terwoven that  they  cannot  be  separated.  Let 
Ibis  item  be  omitted,  as  it  may  be,  without  a  de- 
rangement of  the  system,  and  the  amount  expect- 
ed to  accrue  from  it  be  levied  on  some  article 
more  productive,  which  will  raise  a  revenue  more 
adequate  to  the  end  which  it  is  the  object  of  the 
report  to  attain. 

This  is  the  third  time  this  session  that  the 
question  now  under  consideration  has  been  pre- 
sented to  the  House.  I  ask  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  (said  Mr.  N.) 
what  is  the  object  of  this  proposition?  Whether 
it  be  intended  as  a  protecting  duty  on  the  manu- 
facture of  salt,  or  as  a  source  of  revenue,  an  un- 
Jailing  certain  source  of  revenue  in  time  of  pres- 
sure ?  If  we  are  told  that  the  object  is  to  impose 
this  as  a  protecting  duty  on  the  manufacture  of 
this  article,  I  will  ask  of  the.  gentleman  where  is 


the  necessity  of  giving  this  protection  t  Is  tkn 
any  large  capital  necessary  for  carrying  oonh 
works  ?  Do  they  require  any  great  complict:.ca 
of  machinery  1  Let  gentlemen  tarn  their  nfts 
Turk's  Island,  the  great  source  from  which ^:p- 
plies  of  salt  are  drawn.  Receptacles  for  th«  at: 
water  are  dug  on  the  open  beach,  where  the  ^: 
15  formed  by  the  process  of  evaporatioo.  Tt;: 
salt  is  then  heaped  up,  and  thence  csrried  loik 
•tore-houses.  The  same  process  takes  plac«  u 
the  manufacture  of  that  article  on  oar  sescMii 
It  is  true  that  at  the  saline  works  on  oar  Uoaya 
boilers  are  used.  But  is  there  such  a  peeadir 
complication  of  machinery  required,  iaroini; 
great  expense,  rbat  the  Qovernment  is  to  ^^ 
ofit  eneourafemeni  excluaively  to  this  mafisk*- 
tare  ?  Permit  me  to  say,  even  if  were  so,  w  v. 
soffioiently  feel  the  protecting  ioAiienee  of  2- 
Qovernment.  The  moment  we  mre  tovolre^n 
war  all  foreign  aalt  will  be  excluded,  exeep(  vx 
which  comes  into  the  country  indirectly  vU  ta- 
properly.*  A  sufficient  bounty  on  roanoftersf* 
will  be  afforded  by  the  monopoly  of  sapplrssd 
a  state  of  things  will  foster.  This,  therefore.  »:• 
not  be  considered  as  a  protecting  duty ;  it  rasir' 
be  considered  in  that  light,  when  we£adi:'i- 
corporated  in  a  system  of  taxation,  wbicii.  t; 
are  told^  is  necessary  to  raise  a  revenue  to  eon.! 
us  to  wield  the  energies  of  the  nation  agtiasti 
foreign  enemy. 

Butj  when  I  turn  my  eyes  to  the  subject  of  Ui 
tax  on  salt,  which  is  the  source  whence  it  n  a* 
culated  that  a  revenue  of  $400,000  istobeti^ 
rived,  I  am  content  to  discard  the  idea  tbii  ^ 
salt  tax  is  a  ux  on  the  poor  oao ;  that  iie  n< 
eats  but  little  meat  must  mingle  with  tk«  si: 
he  uses  the  reflection,  that  he  pays  m  ui  for  tt!< 
necessary  of  liAf,  of  which,  from  the  absncf. 
other  condiments  which  the  more  afflaeot  oy.K 
consumes  more  than  they.  Patting  all  ihi«  j^ 
of  view,  I  will  view  this  question  merely  osti' 
ground  of  a  tax  productive  of  rereooe  (o  ^ 
amount  which  is  calculated  to  be  drawn  froai' 
What,  asked  Mr.  N.,  is  the  greatest  rt-r^u^ 
which  has  erer  been  drawn  trom  sati?  Fir- 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  in  the  most  prosper*)*' 
times  of  commerce,  is  the  utmost  which  latstu 
would  produce.  Whence  is  salt  imported  1  P**^ 
Spain,  St.  Ubes,  Portugal,  Liverpool,  aod  i^- 
portion  from  the  West  Indies.  Vieviog  ^ 
question  as  a  statesman  ought  to  look  t\^\ 
would  not  calculate  on  the  Buropcaa  portioa^ 
this  trade;  I  would  calculate  on  the  wbok  Eu- 
ropean supply  being  precluded,  and  oar  ioF*: 
of  salt  confined  to  the  West  Indies--the  touU 
which  is  not  a  tenth  part  of  the  amosDt*< 
usually  import.  In  1807,  the  revenue  of  i^( 
Uniteu  States  amoanted  to  upwards  of  $<itee: 
millions  of  dollars.  According  to  the  etttai^ 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  rerea:^ 
derivable  from  commerce  during  a  war,  oar  if^ 
enue  from  tbat  source  will  be  reduced  to  abj& 
one-eighth  part  of  what  it  was  during  the  fS' 
1807.  The  amount  of  salt  imported  iato  o 
United  States  during  the  vear  1807,  was  abo; 
three  and  a  third  milhons  or  bosheb.    If  we  a^: 
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>w  tbe  importation  of  a«lt  to  be  reduced  in  the 
Be  proportion  8s  the  general  import— that  is  to 
, about  one-eighth  of  the  repeal  importation— 
shall  find  on  calcalation  that  the  quantity  im- 
ted  will  be  about  four  hundred  and  seventeen 
•nsaod  eight  hundred  bushels,  on  which  a  tax 
twenty  cents  per  bushel  will  produce  only 
bty-lhree  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty 
lars.  But  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
lys  and  Means  has  calculated  the  revenue  de- 
sble  from  this  sourceat  four  hundred  thousand 
lars !  I  do  not  believe,  sir,  as  our  importation 
1  be  reduced  seven-eiKhthsj  that  you  will  get 
^  thousand  from  it.  f  put  then  out  of  the  ar- 
nenc  the  operation  of  this  tax  upon  an  indispen- 
le  oecessarv  of  life  ;  the  argument  in  its  sup- 
t,  bottomed  on  the  revenue  it  will  produce, 
ist  fail ;  it  will  not  produce  0B»«ightb  of  the 
imated  amount. 

3ot  suppose  my  calenlations  are  not  certainly 
iarate ;  suppose  it  only  doubtful  whether  the 
irce  be  faliible  whence  a  revenue  of  four  bun* 
id  thousand  dollars  is  estimated  to  be  drawn. 
it  the  policy  of  a  wise  statesman  to  lay  a  tax, 
)  productiveness  of  which  is  doubtful  ?  If  the 
enue  be  deficient  when  the  pinch  of  war 
oes,  what  are  we  to  resort  to  as  a  substitute  ? 
rould  much  prefer,  to  this  tax,  to  add  five  hun- 
d  thousand  dollars,  to  the  amount  of  the  direct 
;,  which  would,  at  least,  not  be  drawn  from 
!  bard-working  umss  of  the  community,  but 
ra  richer  subjects.  It  would  be  wise  to  resort 
this  mode  of  raising  a  revenue  in  preference 
the  precarious  tax  on  salt,  because,  like  that,  it 
loot  fail — the  land  is  a  pledge  for  the  payment 
the  tax;  the  salt  is  not  here  to  be  pledged,  and 
rer  may  be. 

[  ask  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
i  Means,  whether  it  is  intended  to  connect 
ih  this  liuty  the  former  drawback  or  bounty  on 
exportation ;  for,  if  we  do  that,  I  find,  by  turn- 
;  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
f,  that  the  bounty  on  its  exportation  will 
lOUQt  to  $188,000,  double  or  treble  the  whole 
^enue  which  will  probably  be  received  from 
s  tax,  and  more  than  could,  in  any  view,  be 
rived  from  the  importations  into  the  country 
lence  the  fishermen  sail  who  have  heretofore 
leived  this  bounty. 

[  cannot  believe,  sir,  that  the  chairman  of  the 
tmmittee  of  Ways  and  Means  has  not  viewed 
s  subject  as  I  have ;  that  he  has  not  examined 
o  the  amount  of  our  usual  importation  in  the 
»t  prosperous  times.  I  cannot  believe  that  that 
ute  and  discerning  gentleman  has  not  turned 
^  eyes  to  this  subject,  so  as  to  see  what  revenue 
IS  tax  will  produce ;  that  he  cannot  see,  if  the 
renue  from  commerce  is  to  experience  a  depre- 
itioQ  from  sixteen  millions  to  two  millions  five 
ndred  thousand  dollars,  the  importation  of  salt 
3st  be  at  least  proportionably  dimini>hed.  He 
1st,  then,  view  this  tax  as  a  protecting  duty  on 
it,  and  not  as  a  source  of  revenue.  I  am  against 
brdtng  this  protecting  duty  at  the  expense  of 
e  poor,  the  laborious,  and  the  industrious ;  those 
io  earn  their  bread  by  the  sweat  of  their  brows. 
i2th  Con.  1st  S£s8.---36 


I  object  to  it  because  salt  is  ati  artiole  involving 
no  great  expense  in  manufacture,  and  because 
there  is  no  justice  in  exclusively  patronizing  this 
manufacture,  when  others  do  not  experience  the 
favor  of  the  Qovernment. 

I  trust,  therefore,  sir,  that  those  gentlemen  who 
at  our  last  sitting  were  convinced  this  duty  ought 
not  to  be  imposed,  will  stand  firm  to  their  posts, 
and  not  be  driven  from  them  hy  any  alarm  excited 
about  abandoning  the  Government,  or  weaken- 
ing the  measures  which  the  exigency  calls  for. 
I  have  no  fear  for  myself  of  any  such  imputation ; 
for,  be  it  remembered,  that  whilst  I  discard  this 
tax,  as  unworthy  the  consideration  of  a  statesman, 
I  am  prepared  to  substitute  for  it  some  one  more 
efficient  and  better  calcuhtted  to  answer  the  pur* 
pose  for  which  it  is  designed. 

Mr.  Bacoh  said,  that  having  heretofore  giveih 
his  views  on  the  subject  pretty  much  at  large,  he 
had  refrained  from  entering  into  the  discussion, 
which  had  taken  place  <m  the  subject  n  day  or 
two  a^o ;  and  did  not  propose  now  to  say  much 
upon  It.  It  hes  been  said,  that  this  was  a  tax 
bearing  peculiarly  hard  on  the  middle  country. 
Mr.  B.  said  he  acknowledged  that  he  considered 
it  a  tax  operating  on  the  middle  country  more 
than  our  seaboard  or  on  the  Westero  irontier. 
But  there  were  various  other  taxes  proposed  by 
this  report,  which  had  an  important  and  heavy 
bearing  on  the  people  of  the  seaboard  and  cities, 
and  on  the  people  of  the  Western  waters,  by 
which  the  people  of  the  Western  country  would 
be  comparatively  little  affected.  1  am,  said  Mr. 
B.,  what  is  called  a  middle  country  man,  living 
one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  the  seaboard ; 
and  it  would  be  far  from  me  to  impose  heavy 
taxes  on  such  people  unnecessarily.  The  draw- 
backs, tonnage  duty,  and  stamps,  will  opesate  al-> 
most  exclusively  on  the  seaboard  \  and  the  peo* 
pie  of  the  cities  .will  pay  their  full  proportion  of 
the  internal  taxes.  The  direct  tax  will  operate 
with  peculiar  severity  on  the  Western  country, 
it  may  be. 

Mr.  Wriobt. — Mr.  Speaker :  I  regret  that  the 
honorable  mender  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Ghoij- 
SON.)  who  on  Friday  last  voted  against  the  tax 
of  twenty  cents  on  salt,  should  now  propose  the 
reconsideration  of  that  subject,  with  a  view  of 
fixing  this  unequal,  and  of  course  unjust  tax  on 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  or  rather  on  m 
part  of  them;  however,!  hope,  that  all  the  "out^ 
ofndoor  management,"  which  the  gentleman  po- 
litely calls  the  interference  of  his  friends,  will  not 
produce  such  a  result,  particularly  as  the  gentle- 
man has  informed  us  that  he  is  not  dissatisfied 
with  his  own  vote. 

Sir,  when  a  subject  is  fully  and  fairly  discussed 
and  decided,  gentlemen  ought  to  acquiesce  in 
the  decision  of  a  majority,  the  vital  principle  of  a 
Republican  Government. 

The  reconsideration  of  a  subject  reflects  on  the 
House  for  the  immaturity  of  their  decision,  and 
ought  not  hastily  to  be  adopted.  Sir,  are  we  a  set 
of  weathercocks,  to  be  turned  about  by  every  id  la 
wind  ?  No !  I  hope  not,  let  it  blow  from  what 
I  quarter  it  may.    Are  we  ready. to  present  the  an- 
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gracious  spectacle  of  recording  oor  opinions  for 
and  against  the  same  thing?  In  the  first  case, 
on  a  full  discussion  of  the  subject  on  both  sides; 
ID  the  second,  under  the  ^^out-of-doors"  influence, 
which  the  gentleman  has  informed  us  has  induced 
biro  to  make  the  motion.  For  the  honor  of  the 
House  1  hope  this  motion  will  not  succeed. 

Sir,  at  the  last  session,  when  the  question  for 
recbartering  the  odious  British  bank  was  before 
us,  we  had  to  encounter  the  influence  of  the  Sec 
retary  of  the  Treasury  ;  and  after  it  was  rejected 
by  this  House,  he,  in  reply  to  the  inquiries  of  the 
Senate,  where  it  was  agitated,  but  fortunately 
rejected,  endeatored  to  impress  its  importance 
00  the  nation,  and  by  these  means  to  force  it  on 
the  people.  Now.  at  this  session,  he  has  told  us, 
that,  if  we  had  a  National  Bank,  we  should  have 
BO  occasion  to  resort  to  internal  taxes,  thereby 
calling  the  American  people  to  review  the  con- 
duct of  their  Representatives,  in  not  continuing 
that  bank,  and  thereby  to  fix  the  odium  of  these 
odious  taxes  on  the  National  Legislature.  Now 
a  system  of  taxes  is  presented,  truly  odious  in  my 
opinion  to  the  people,  to  disgust  them  with  their 
Representatives,  and  to  chill  the  war  spirit.  Yet 
It  18.  under  Treasury  influence,  to  be  impressed 
O!}.  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and 
through  them  upon  the  House. 

Sir,  I,  as  a  Representative  of  the  people,  feel 
it  my  duty  to  resist  it  with  all  my  energies,  and 
not  to  sacrifice  the  interest  of  my  country  at  the 
shrine  cf  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or  any 
other  department ;  though  I  btrongly  incline  to 
believe  his  projected  system  of  taxes  has  not  their 
preference. 

Sir,  is  there  anything  of  originality  in  this  sys- 
tem ?  No  !  It  is  treading  in  the  muddy  footsteps 
of  hi«i  official  predecessors,  in  attempting  to  strap 
round  the  necks  of  the  people  this  odious  system  of 
taxation,  adopted  by  them,  for  which  they  have 
been  condemned  by  the  people  and -dismissed  from 
power.  We  all  recollect  the  clamor  againt  Mr. 
Adams's  Administration  for  this  system  of  odious 
stamp  taxes  and  excises,  and  the  more  odious  host 
of  tax  gatherers,  who  were  let  loose  upon  the  peo- 
ple, by  whose  appointments  and  patronage  the 
country  was  then  overrun  with  electroneertng 
agents  for  that  Administration.  We  all  had  a 
hand  in  impressing  this  opinion  upon  the  people 
at  that  time;  and"!  yet  religiously  believe  it  to 
have  been  a  correct  one. 

When  Mr.  Jefi*erson  came  into  office,  he,  as 
President,  advised  us  to  put  down  those  odious 
taxes,  and  we  repealed  the  law ;  he  also  advtsced 
us  to  repeal  the  law  imposing  a  tax  on  salt,  as 
oppressive  to  the  poor,  and  we  did  so.  And  now, 
8tr,  with  the  view  of  destroying  this  Adminis- 
tration, with  this  sentence  of  a  dismissal  of  our 
predecessors  in  office  before  our  eyes,  a  sentence 
not  only  sanctioned  but  executed  by  ourselves, 
we  are  to  be  pressed  into  a  system  known  to  be 
odious  in  the  sight  of  the  people,  and  which  on 
its  first  presentation  in  a  letter  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  and  by  them  submitted  to  us,  produced 
such  an  excitement  in  the  House. 


Sir,  having  heretofore  made  these  cbiTfe 
against  our  political  opponents,  how  casveiif 
fend  ourselves  against  their  jo#t  odiaoit  Ar 
we  prepared  to  urge  their  correctDess  now,vki 
we  then  so  successfullv  denounced?  No.^I 
acted  then  on  principle,  which  is  ifflrauti^: 
and  I  am  satisfied  the  people  did  so  too,  u6m 
they  will  not  be  found  to  approve  in  os  va 
they  condemned  in  our  predecessors.  I  am  &« 
so  delirious  as  to  take  the  deleterious  drM;kt.bf 
which  our  political  enemies  were  desirsyed^f 
would  be  political  suicide. 

Sir,  the  proposition  to  laf  a  tax  of  tvmf 
cents  on  salt  oi^ht  to  be  rejeeied ;  it  is  oaqvili 
its  operation  on  the  .United  States,  aad  it  is^ 
pressive  to  the  poor.  By  the  Coostitotioiiti 
provided,  as  a  guard  against  the  inequaiftj  i 
taxes  among  the  Slates,  that  direct  uxes  skill Ip 
apportioned  among  the  States  by  the  rate ef» 
presentation;  this  fixes  the  principle  byv^iei 
the  States  should  con tri bote  to  the  ""eoaws 
defence  and  general  welfare."  Does  the  nix 
salt  operate  in  this  ratio  on  the  respective  Saini 
No,  sir,  the  States  of  Kentucky,  Tennessee, Oi^ 
the  Western  Territories,  are  entirely  sopporni 
bv  home  made  salt ;  the  afreater  part  of  9kv 
York,  the  western  parts  of  PeQDsylvania,seiitk 
western  part  of  Virginia,  are  so  in  a  great  mn^?' 
and  at  some  of  the  salt-works,  we  are  isforaii 
at  a  price  not  exceeding  tea  cents.  These  faff 
of  the  Union  wilt,  therefore,  pay  no  ux  c«  tt^ 
ported  salt.  On  Friday,  it  was  proposed  to  bri 
tax  of  ten  cents  on  home  made  salt,  tbef  vkt 
did  not  contribute  by  the  tax  on  importeii  ai 
might  pay  something  to  the  stipport  of  ibevc 
by  the  tax  on  country  salt ;  but  this  was  na  ^ 
rejected,  but  those  who  opposed  the  taxof  twfi:* 
cents  on  imported  salt  were  denounced  tsbsm 
opposed  to  taxes  to  carry  on  the  war,  and  m^^ 
tions  made  that  they  were  against  the  war.  I 
think  those  who  do  not  use  imported  salt,  ai>d  vi- 
are  opposed  to  the  tax  of  ten  cents  on  couotrr  ^ 
ought  to  have  had  the  modesty  of  being  sitesi^ 
the  subject. 

Sir,  the  tax  on  imported  salt  will  operate «i 
bounty  on  home  made  salt,  a  net  profit  ni  tae 
manufacturer  of  that  article,  which  he  wiDie^ 
on  the  consumer;  ten  cents  of  which,  by  war<^ 
tax,  I  wished  to  draw  into  the  Treasury,  hot  tki 
was  rejected. 

So  much  have  I  urged  against  the  ose^ 
bearing  of  this  salt  tax  on  the  respective  Sttu? 
but,  sir,  I  ha  ve  a  still  stronger  objection  to  it.  iL<cf 
pression  of  the  poor.  Salt  is  not  only  a  necesstff 
but  an  indispensable,  which  the  poor  caaDCt^^ 
without,  and  a  poor  family  in  proportion  to  t:e 
numbers  will  consume  as  much  salt  asa  ricbfia- 
ily,  and  of  course  pay  as  much  of  the  taioo^ 
Sir,  can  this  be  right?  No !  Let  os  lay  it  dirrcrlr 
on  properly,  whereby  all  will  be  taxed  inproportisi 
to  their  wealth,  the  only  mode  in  which  taxi^scas 
be  laid  by  the  Constitution  of  Maryland,  wbereH 
the  poor  are  protected  from  oppressire  taxe 
Sir,  we  ought  jlo  recollect  that  we  are  now  on  tfe 
eve  of  a  war,  in  which  we  shall  have  to  pr^ 
tax  in  blood,  and  that  the  poor  will  pay  tbu  a^ 
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0  the  ratio  of  the  prirates  to  the  offleei^,  and 
ret  you  make  the  poor  paf  an  equal  salt  tax, 
vhich  at  all  times  would  be  unequal  andoppres- 
ive,  hut  at  this  time  impolitic  and  cruel. 
Sir,  in  the  Federalist,  the  work  of  Mr.  Madison 
iD(l  Mr.  Hamilton,  we  are  told,  that,  in  the  selec-t 
too  of  articles  of  taxation,  it  ought  to  be  .made 
0  as  to  bear  equally  throughout  the  United 
States,  and  that,  if  after  the  selection  of  an  arti* 
le,  the  practical  result  proved  it  unequal,  it  ought 
0  be  discontinued  ;  but  now  we  are  adrised  by 
be  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  laj  a  tax  of 
weoiy  cents  on  imported  salt,  an  article  known 
lot  to  be  used  in  Rentuckjr,  Tennessee,  and  Ohio, 
be  Western  Territories,  tne  greater  part  of  New 
fork,  the  western  parts  or  Virginia,  and  the 
restern  parts  of  Pennsylvania,  and  that  at  the 
ite  of  forty  per  cent.,  ad  valorem^  on  an  indis* 
eosable  to  the  poor,  when  even  on  luxuries 
oad  valorem  duty  9veT  exceeded  twenty  per 
eot. 

Sir,  in  the  lime  of  General  Washington's 
idministratioD,  spirits  distilled  in  the  United 
hates  out  of  foreign  articles  were  taxed  at  the 
Ite  of  from  eight  to  twenty-five  cents,  according 
0  the  proof;  and  spirits  distilled  out  of  domestic 
ftaterials  were  taxed  at  the  rate  of  from  seven  to 
ighteen  cents  per  gallon,  according  to  the  proof, 
lat  now,  on  the  eve  of  a  war,  and  as  a  war  tax, 
rhen  we  have  doubled  the  dutjr  on  foreign  ma- 
mals,  and  raised  the  duty  on  imported  spirits 
rotn  thirty  to  sixty  cents  per  gallon,  we  have 
eeo  advised  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
)  lay  a  tax  on  whiskey^  of  three  cents  per  gallon, 
od  ihe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  have 
ad  the  address  to  reduce  even  that  to  not  a  cent 
od  a  quarter  per  gallon  ;  but  it  must  and  will  be 
collected,  that  two  of  that  committee  are  from 
'eonsylvania  and  Kentucky,  who  are  so  favored 
y  this  system. 

Sir,  by  the  report  of  the  marshals  heretofore 
lade,  nearly  twenty  four  millions  of  gallons  of 
rhiskev  were  made  in  this  country  per  year, 
rhich  by  the  hi^h  price  on  imported  spirits,  un- 
er  a  duty  of  sixty  cents,  will  be  increased  to 
lirty  millions,  I  have  no  doubt;  which  at  ten 
ents,  would  produce  $3,000,000;  but  it  is  proposed 

>  make  it  produce  $275,000  only,  not  one  cent 
er  gallon.  Thus,  in  time  of  war,  a  tax  of  not 
ne  cent  per  gallon,  is  to  be  put  on  whiskey, 
^hich,  under  General  Washington's  Adminis- 
ition,  in  time  of  peace,  was  taxed  from  seven 

>  eighteen  cents  per  gallon ;  but,  notwithstand- 
ig  that  petty  tax  on  whiskey,  and  no  tax  on 
ooie  made  salt,  sixty  cents  per  gallon  is  put  on 
nported  spirits,  twenty  cents  on  salt,  five  cents 
Q  brown  sugar,  and  the  carriage  tax,  heretofore 
)  unequal,  is  to  be  raised  more  than  one  hundred 
er  cent,  on  the  former  tax  on  carriages ;  and  al- 
lough  those  reatsons  have  been  urged  against 
lis  unequal  and  oppressive  tax  with  a  proposi- 
on  to  lay  it  on  property,  yet  we  are  charged 
riih  having  no  stomach  to  the  war,  and  because 
^e  will  not  submit  to  oppression  at  home,  we 
^ill  not  resist  it  abroad.  This  is  their  modern 
>gie,  but  I  have  perfect  confidence  that  from 


siieh  premises  the  people  will  draw  very  diffefent 
conclusions. 

S:r,  that  my  oHjeetion^  may  be  distinctly  un- 
derstood, and  the  inequality  of  the  proposed  sys* 
tem  in  its  bearing  on  Maryland  precisely  stated| 
I  will  refer  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  in  eighteen  hundred.    Then  Maryland 
paid  more  of  the  tax  on  carriages  than  New  York 
or  Pennsylvania,  and  nearly  double  the  tax  paid 
either  by  North  or  South  Carolin^i,  and  this  tax 
is  to  be  doubled.    Then  Maryland  with  eigbl 
Representatives,  paid  986,718.    While  Virginia^ 
with   aiaeteen  RepreMotatives,  paid  1(144,168;, 
aad^  North  CaroliDa  with  teo  Represeatattves, 
paid  9^6.479,  and  yet  we  -oiBst  not  comidBiik 
From  the  same  report  it  does  aoc  appeaMhai 
Kentucky  paid,  anyihiog,  aod   I  am  mformed 
that  it  cost  the  United  Stales  five  thousand  dol«* 
lars  in  the  coats  of  non-satts,  to  no  purposes 
And,  sir,  so  obnoxious  were  some  iaf  these  tatea 
in  Pennsylvania,  that  we  need  not  now  be  told  of 
the  insurrection  ajsainst  them,  and  the  army  that^ 
marched  to  quell  iL    And  vet,  sir.  the  honorable 
member  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  McKfia)  and  the 
honorable  member  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Smi* 
lie)  are  amoag  the  most  strenuous  advocateR  of 
thi»  system ;  but  when  its  bearing  on  their  coa« 
stitoenis  is  understood,  they  will  forgive  them, 
lam  not  oqeof  the  admirers  of  such  disinterested 
patriotism,  and  such  devotion  to  impose  eqoat 
taxes  on  all  for  the  '*  general  defence  i|nd  com* 
mon  welfare."    However,  f  trust  that  this  qaes* 
tion  will  not  be  settled  by  their  standard,  but  by 
tbe  standard  of  the  Constitution.    And  that  I,  a« 
a  Representative  o!  Maryland,  shall  be  excused 
for  endeavoring  to  prevent  my  constituents  from 
bearing  more  than  their  just  proportion  of  taxes, 
when  I  pledge  myself,  they  will  always  be  ready 
and  willing  to  pay  their  just  proportion  in  blood 
or  treasure  to  avenge  the  wrongs  of  a  bleeding 
country,  and  six  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
seven  impressed  seamen. 

Messrs.  McK&e,  SMiLi£,and  Cacvaa,  supported 
the  motion. 

The  questtoa  on  reconsideration  was  decided 
in  the  affirmaiire—- yeas  70,  nays  53,  as  follows: 

YsAS — WiOis  Alston,  jr.,  Willtam  Anderson,  8tev« 
eason  Archer,  Esekiel  Baoon,  Barwell  Bassett,  Wii- 
Kam  W.  Bibb,  WUliam  Blackledge^  Adam  Boyd,  Wi|. 
Uam  A.  Barwell,  Wiiliaai  BuUer,  John  O.  Cslhoiiii« 
Langdon  Cbsves,  Lewis  Oondict,  Roger  Dam,  John 
Dawsgo,  Joseph  Desha,  Ellas  Baile,  WiUiam  Pindley, 
Meahack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gbobon,  Thomas  R«  Gold« 
Petenon  Gkiodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grandy, 
Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  AyleU  Hawes,  Jacob  Haffy» 
John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kenty 
WiUiam  R.  King,  Abner  Laoock,  Peter  Little,  WiUiam 
Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyie,  Thomas  Moore,  Samnel  McKeOy 
AlexandM"  McKim,  Arunah  Metealf,  James  Milnoi^ 
Samael  L.  Mitchill,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Mprrow, 
Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormcby, 
Israel  Hckens,  WUliam  Piper,  James  Pleasants,  Jan., 
Peter  B.  Porter,  Josiah  Qauicy,  WUliam  Read,  Sam- 
uel Ringgold,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebenexen 
Sage,  Bbenezer  Beaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seyberty 
John  Soiilie,  George  Smith,  Silas  Stow,  'WiUism 
Strong,  Uri  Tracy,  John  Tafiaferro,  George  M.  Troop, 
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Cbarlec  Toraer,  jr.,  William  'Widgery,  and  Richaid 
Winn. 

Njlti — John  Baker,  David  Bard,  Abijah  Bigelow, 
Harmanus  Bleecker,  Jamea  Breckeoridge,  JGIijah 
Brigham,  Robert  Brown,  Bpaphroditus  Champion, 
Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran, 
William  Crawford,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Samuel  Dina- 
moor,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Jamea  Fisk,  Asa 
Fitch,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Edwin  Gray,  John  A. 
-Harper,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Le- 
fever,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  Archibald  McBiyde,  William  Mo- 
Coy,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Joseph  Pear* 
aoD,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Benjamin  Pond,  EUaha  R. 
Potter,  John  Randolph,  William  M.  Richardson,  Henry 
M.  Ridgdy,  John  Rhea,  William  Rodman,  Samuel 
Shaw,  Daniel  Sheffey,  John  Smith,  Richard  Stonfbrd, 
nuiip  Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Stuiges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Ben* 
ianin  Tallmadge,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White, 
]Urt>ert  WhitehiU,  Thomas  Wilson,  and  Robert  Wright 

The  question  wua  then  taken  on  the  resolution 
for  imposing  a  duty  of  twenty  cents  per  bushel 
on  imported  salt,  without  further  debate,  and  car- 
ried— yeas  66,  nays  54.  as  follows  : 

YiAs — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  Stev- 
enson Archer,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  Burwell  Bassett,  Wil- 
liam  W.  Bibb,  WiUiam  Blaekledge,  Adam  Boyd,  WU- 
fiam  Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Lewis  Coodict,  Roger 
Davia,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Elias  Earle,  Wil- 
liam Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson, 
Thoroaa  R.  Gold,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Cbeen, 
Felix  Grandy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  Jacob  Hufty, 
John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.Johnson,  Joseph  Kent, 
WilUam  R.  King,  Abner  I^cock,  Peter  LitUe,  William 
Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Thomas  Moore,  Samuel  McKee, 
Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  Metcai^  Jamea.  Milnor, 
Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah- Morrow, 
Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton, 
Stephen  Ormshy,  Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  Jss. 
Pleasants,  jr.,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Josiah  Quiney,  William 
Reed,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Rob- 
erta, Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebeneser  Seaver,  John  Sevier, 
Adam  Seybert,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  William 
Strong,  John  Taliaferro,  George  M.  Troup,  Charlea 
Tumor,  jr.,  William  Widgery,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Njlts— John  Baker,  David  Bard,  Abijah  Bigelow, 
Harmanus  Bleecker,  Jamea  Brecken ridge,  Elijah 
Biigham,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  Epa- 
phroditns  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew 
CJlay,  Jamea  Cochran.  William  Crawford,  John  Dav* 
eniwrt,  jr.,  Samuel  Dinamoor,  WilUam  Ely,  Jamea 
Emott,  Jamea  Fiak,  Aaa  Fitch,  Charles  Qoldaborongh, 
Edwin  Gray,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  Richaid 
Jackson,  jr^,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lefever,  Joseph 
I^ewia,  jr.,  Nathaniel  Maeon,.  George  C.  Maxwdl, 
Archibald  McBiyde,  William  McCoy,  Jonathan  O. 
Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  jr.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Eliaha  R.  Potter,  John 
Randolph,  William  M.  Richardson,  Henry  M.  Ridgely, 
John  Rhea,  William  Rodman,  Daniel  Shefiey,  John 
Smith  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  Lewia^.  Stur- 
gea,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Laban 
Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  Robert  WhitehilI,Thomaa 
Wilaon,  and  Robert  Wright 

Mr.  McKiM  then  I'enewed  his  motion  to  amend 
the  resolution  for  taxing  stilh,  by  substituting  for 
a  part  of  it  tbe  following  clause  to  impose  a  duty  : 

^  On  all  spirits  distilled  wholly  or  in  part  Iron  for- 


eign materiala,  at  diflamit  rates,  to  attente  tsa^ 
eight  cents  per  gallon. 

*'  On  all  spirits  distilled  wholly  from  doiaatk  %snik 
and  produce,  at  any  distillery  where  there  are  eta 
more  stills  of  more  cspacity,  singly  or  together,  iba 
one  hundred  and  fifty  gallons,  at  dlferent  nte«,biT- 
erage  twenty-five  cents  per  gallon. 

*  And  on  licenoea  to  distil  spirits  in  all  odier  sti3f  t 
the  following  ratea." 

[The  rates  which  follow  are  in  the  origimlns- 
olution,  95  on  other  stills  employed  id  distiCjq 
from  fruit,  and  815  on  all  other  stills  emplom 
in  distilling  from  domestic  materials.] 

The  Speaker  declaring  it  to  be  neeessarj k 
all  such  propositions  should  first  be  discusieii 
Committee  of  the  Whole — 

Mr.  McKiM  moved  to  recommit  the  resok&a 
proposed  to  be  amended,  to  a  Committee  of  Ut 
Whole,  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  ib:?! 
amendment. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  JoHifsos.t2« 
Mr.  Smilie,  and  supported  by  Mr.  FibK,  whe&tb; 
House  adjourned  without  deciding  the  qoes^}^ 


ToBSDAT,  March  3. 
WAR  TAXES. 

Tbe  House  proceeded  to  the  consideratioii  a: 
the  order  of  the  day,  viz:  the  report  of  iheC(i8- 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means  on  the  war  uxei 

Mr.  McKim's  motion  to  recommit  to  t  C:^ 
mittee  of  the  Whole  tbe  resolution  embraci9|i 
tax  on  whiskey,  for  the  purpose  of  ame&dis|i^ 
being  still  under  consideration — 

Mr.  McKiM  said,  when  this  subject  was  bef»t 
tne  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  Thorsdipai^ 
under  an  amendment  which  I  then  had  tbeho&i' 
to  ofier  to  the  consideration  of  the  Commu»«  > 
have  reason  to  believe  that  the  object  of  \ii 
amendment,  which  was  the  same  in  sobstaoca' 
that  now  ottered,  was  not  generally  nodeTS(o^ 
I  b«^Iieved  many  gentlemen  supposed  thatmjs^ 
object  was  to  equalize  tbe  taxes  proposed,  cr^ 
modify  tbe  general  system  of  taxation  prt)po»K 
by  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  so  is 
that  it  should  have  a  more  equal  bearing  oouf 
different  sections  of  tbe  country,  and  oa  \^ti'' 
ferent  classes  of  society.  This,  it  is  true.M^ 
Speaker,  was  in  part  my  object,  but  this  wa5c:^y 
a  minor  part  of  it. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  great  object  I  had  in  riev> 
the  amendment,  was  to  diminish  the  oambe-f^' 
the  taxes  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Wa\> 
and  Means,  which  I  am  of  opinion  will  prodcc* 
unnecessary  discontent,  distresa,  and  opprei»<^ 
nearly  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  itein$  ^^ 
posed  to  be  taxed ;  and  by  the  proposition  I  bt 
the  honor  to  submit,  a  tax  of  twenty-fire  ceau> 
gallon  on  domestic  distilled  spirits,  I  belie?ei3it 
six  millions  of  dollars  would  be  raised,  tod  tl^ 
sum,  with  the  additional  import  duty,  toooszt 
and  other  direct  taxes  already  agreed  (obyt^ 
House,  will  raise  more  than  the  sum  reqnirtdb} 
the  Quvernment,and,  if  the  amendment  be  agr^> 
to,  we  may  safely  dismiss  all  the  other  m^ 
taxes  propiosed  by  the  committee.    To  proride^ 
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'und  that  would  enable  us  to  get  rid  of  the  other 
terns  of  ioternal  taxation,  so  odious  in  their  na- 
ure,  and  so  oppressive  in  their  operation,  was 
he  principal  object  of  the  amendment  I  had  the 
lonor  to  propose  to  the  fifth  resolution.  I  do 
roDsider  this  amendment  of  importance,  if  viewed 
n  its  operation  and  effects  on  the  system  of  tax- 
itioo  proposed,  or  as  it  may  have  a  bearing  on 
be  interests,  the  ease,  and  happiness  of  the  Amer- 
cao  people ;  and  as  I  have  reason  to  believe  that 
ny  object  in  offering  the  amendment  to  the  Com- 
nittee  of  the  Whole  was  not  fully  understood,  I 
lope  the  House  will  indulge  me  bjr  going  again 
Dto  the  Committee  of  the  whole,  in  order  that 
he  subject,  now  better  understood,  may  there  be 
liscussed. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 

tfeaos  propose  bj  their  report  to  raise  by  inter- 

lal,  direct,  and  indirect  taxes  the  sum  of  four 

Dillion  seven  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand 

lollars,  as  follows : 

Oq  licenses  to  distil  spirits,  the  sum  of  9^75.000 

On  retailing  licenses         ...    500,000 

Oq  auction  licenses  -        -        -        -     150,000 

Excise  on  refined  sugar    -        -        •    200,000 

By  carriage  tax         ....     150,000 

By  stamp  tax 450,000 

■I  I  . 

1,725,000 
And  by  land  and  other  direct  taxes    -  3,000,000 

Total  of  internal  taxes  proposed        -  4.725.000 

The  amendment  I  have  proposed,  of  twenty- 
ive  cents  a  gallon  on  domestic  distilled  spirits, 
aay  safely  be  relied  on  to  produce  five  or  six 
nillions  of  dollars.  This,  with  the  other  taxes 
greed  to  by  the  House,  will  give  more  money 
baa  is  reqmred  to  be  raised  by  the  report  of  the 
otnmittee;  and  with  this,  if  the  amendment  be 
greed  to,  we  may  dismiss  all  the  other  internal 
axes  proposed.  The  land  tax,  the  stamp  tax,  and 
il  the  other  internal  taxes,  may  be.dismissed,  and 
nth  them  the  trouble,  the  distress,  and  the  op- 
pression, that  must  necessarily  result  from  their 
mposition  and  collection. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  estimated  the  product  of 
he  tax  of  twenty-five  cents  per  gallon  on  domes- 
ic  distilled  spirits  at  five  or  six  millions  of  dol- 
ars.  The  quantity  distilled  the  last  year  appears, 
ty  returns  made  by  marshals,  pursuant  to  a  reso- 
utioQ  of  Congress,  to  be  a  small  fraction  undef 
weniy-four.  millions  of  gallons.  From  those 
lata  gentlemen  will  be  able  to  calculate  for  them* 
elves,  and  satisfy  themselves  of  the  correctness 
»f  my  estimate.  But  I  have  referred  to  a  docu- 
nent  that  I  believe  has  never  been  laid  before 
be  House  :  the  return  of  domestic  manufactures, 
nade  by  the  marshals,  at  an  early  period  of  the 
(resent  session.  This  return  was  made  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  by  him  transmit- 
ed  to  the  Committee  or  Commerce  and  Manu- 
actures.  It  was  examined  by  the  members  of 
hat  committee,  and  by  several  other  members  of 
his  House.  I  think  I  have  stitted  the  quantity 
»f  these  spirits  truly ;  but  if  not,  i  hope  some  gen- 


tlemen who  has  seen  the  document  will  correct 
me.  If  we  should  be  engaged  in  war,  and  I  see 
no  possible  way  to  avoid  it,  unless  we  bring  on 
ourselves,  and  on  the  nation,  the  utmost  degree 
of  degradation  and  disgrace,  then  that  supply  of 
foreign  spirits,  which  we  have  heretofore  derived 
from  the  British  West  Indies,  wUl  be  in  a  great 
measure  cut  off;  and  in  that  event,  the  home  dis- 
tillation will  probably  be  increased  to  twenty- 
eight  or  thirty  millions  of  gallons.  But  twenty- 
four  millions  will  answer  my  purpose;  twenty- 
four  millions,  if  the  amendment  be  adopted,  wiU 
yield  five  or  six  millions  of  dollars,  and  will  en- 
able u«  to  dismiss  "ail  the  other  internal  taxes  pro- 
posed by  the  committee. 

Mr.  Speaker,  we  have  taken  a  stand  that  can- 
not be  receded  from — a  stand  that  will  create  ex<^ 
pense;  and  having  voted  with  the  majority  to 
raise  armies,  to ^ equip  the  navy,  and  for  a  variety 
of  other  measures  of  a  warlike  aspect,  I  think  it 
my  duty  not  to  refuse  the  means  of  payment.  I 
will,  therefore,  not  interfere  with  the  aystem  of 
taxation  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Waya 
and  Means,  until  I  have  first  found  a  substitute. 
I  will  not  refuse  any  of  the  taxes  they  propose 
until  I  have  selected  some  more  suitable  subject 
df  taxation— one  that  will  make  the  system  ope- 
rate more  equally  on  the  different  sections  of  the 
country,  and  that  will  be  less  oppressive  in  its 
operation.  I  do  not  like  the  system  that  is  pro- 
posed. I  think  it  too  diffusive ;  that  it  embracea 
too  many  objects ;  that  it  will  require  too  many 
officers;  and  that  it  will  be  unnecessarily  trouble^ 
some  and  oppressive  in  its  operation.  I  will 
amend  It  if  I  can ;  but  if  I  cannot — if  the  amend- 
ment I  have  proposed  shallnot  obtain— much  n$ 
I  dislike  it,  I  will  take  it  as  it  is.  I  think  it  my 
duty,  under  existing  circumstances,  to  concur  in 
raising  the  necessary  supplies  in  the  most  eligible 
and  least  oppressive  form  I  can  obtain  them. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  tax  I  propose  is  said  to  be 
odious,  betause  it  is  an  excise.  True,  it  is  odious ; 
and  all  other  internal  taxes  are  odious,  and  nearly 
equally  odious,  whether  they  be  in  the  nature  of 
an  excise,  or  in  any  other  form.  But  will  a  tax 
of  twenty-five  cents  per  gallon  on  domestic  spirita 
be  more  odious  than  an  excise  on  refined  sugar  ? 
Will  it  be  more  odious  than  a  stamp  tax,  or  a 
land  tax,  or  any  other  of  the  internal  taxes,  pro- 
posed by  the  committee  ?  I  think  not.  And  by 
the  adoption  of  this,  we  may  dismiss  all  the  others; 
by  the  adoption  of  this,  we  may  strike  off  five- 
sixths  of  tnem,  and  about  five-sixths  of  all  tha 
trouble,  vexation,  distress,  and  oppression,  they 
will  produce.  I  beg  gentlemen  to  look  at  this, 
and  compare  the  operation  of  the  system, amended 
as  I  have  proposed,  with  what  it  will  be  in  its 
present  form.  In  its  present  form,  a  multitude  of 
le^al  provisions  must  be  consulted  and  obeyed. 
You  must  be  watched  and  controlled  in  the  man- 
agement of  your  concerns,  and  many  will  be 
dunnedi  executed,  and  perplexed,  by  a  swarm  of 
officers,  that  must  be  appointed  to  carry  the  sys- 
tem into  effect,  and  a  vast  patronage  will  ba 
created,  that  one  day  or  another  may  be  danger- 
one  to  the  liberties  ot  the  country.    If  the  em«ui- 
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iDeot  prevaiU,  do  trouble  or  vexatioD  can  aceriie 
to  the  people  generally  from  tbe  operation  of  ihe 
tax  it  proposes.  The  great  maaa  of  the  people 
will  ha?e  nothing  to  do  with  it,  only  to  pay  a 
little  more  when  they  buy  their  liquor.  Tbev 
will  have  no  laws  to  consult,  no  officers  to  watch 
or  restrain  ihem  in  their  business,  none  to  dun, 
Tex,  or  execute  therOk  The  di9tiller  will  pay  the 
entire  of  this  (ax  in  the  first  instance,  but  in  that 
he  is  not  injured  ;  he  will  recover  it  back  in  the 
aales  of  his  liquor ;  he  adds  the  duty  to  the  cost 
of  tbe  article,  and  fixes  a  geoek-al  price  to  cover 
both  cost  and  duty,. and  to  yield  the  profit  he  pro- 
poses to  himself  by  the  business^  and  the  duty  is 
piade  to  yield  him  as  good  a  profit  as  he  has  on 
the  cost  of  the  article ;  and  frequently  he  will  be 
in  ca>h,  by  Miles,  for  part  of  (be  duty  belbre  he  is 
called  on  to  pay  it.  It  is  true  the  distillers  will 
have  some  trouble ;  they  will  have  to  consult  the 
law  and  obey  it,  and  they  will  be  visited  by  offi- 
cers. This,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  much  to  be  remtted; 
but,  if  our  rights  are  to  be  defended,  tbe  Govern- 
nent  must  raise  money  by  internal  taxes;  none 
of  them  will  give  less  trouble  than  this;  and 
many  of  them  much  more.  Each  of  the  internal 
taxeii  proposed  by  the  committee,  will,  I  conceive^ 
be  pr(nuctive  of  as  much  trouble  and  distress  as 
this,  and  will  not  altogether  produce  as  much 
money  as  this. 

.  Mr.  Speaker,  this  tax  is  said  to  be  odious;  but 
why  is  it  odious?  Will  it  operate  more  oppres- 
aively  than  any  of  tbe  ioteroal  (axe*  proposed  by 
the  committee  ?  It  will  not ;  and  if,  by  the  adop- 
tion of  this,  we  get  rid  of  many  of  those,  its  ope- 
ration singly  will  be  much  less  oppressive  than 
their  operation  joiotly.  I  care  nothing  for  names. 
When  a  tax  is  to  be  paid,  tbe  people  do  not  ask 
what  it  is  called;  they  ask  how  much  they  have 
to  pay,  and  how  much  trouble  the  layiug  and  col- 
lection of  it  will  impose  on  them.  The  tax  which 
is  easiest  paid,  that  gives  thfi  least  trouble,  and  is 
the  least  oppressive,  will  be  preferred  by  the 
people,  and  ought  to  be  preferred  by  this  House. 
The  honorable  committee  have  admi(ted  the  ex* 
cise  principle  of  taxation;  they  have  recom- 
mended an  excise  on  refined  sugar ;  and  will  they 
say  that  an  excise  on  spirit  is  odious,  and  that  an 
excise  on  refined  sugar  is  innoxious  and  in  unison 
with  the  American  feeling?  Surely  they  will  not. 
The  same  odious,  use  of  power  that  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  its  execution  in  the  one,  will  be  neces- 
sary in  (be  other.  This  tax  on  refined  sugar  will 
produce  but  a  triEe ;  on  spirits  it  will  produce  all 
the  money  required ;  and  if  you  adopt  it  on  the 
latter,  you  may  dismiss  it  from  the  former. 

Mr.  Speaker,  some  gentlemen  have  expressed 
a  wish  that  I  would  be  satisfied  with  a  tax  of  ten 
or  twelve  cents  per  gallon  on  home^distilled 
spirits.  This  would  not  answer  the  purpose  I 
have  in  view ;  it  would  not  raise  the  money  re^* 
quired ;  and  would  not  enable  us  to  get  rid  of  the 
other  odious  internal  taxes  proposed  oy  the  Com- 
mittee. This  object  I  have  steadily  in  vieW)  to 
reduce  the  number  of  the  taxes  proposed,  which 
will, I  conceive,  proportionably  reduce  the  trouble, 
expense,  and  distress,  that  will  result  from  the 


proposed  system  of  taxatiqa;  each  tax  will  ban 
Its  laws  to  be  consulted;  its  officers  tocostral 
your  will  in  the  maaagemeot  of  your  cvBcerw, 
each  will  produce  its  peculiar  difficoliiesafii^f- 
tress ;  and  the  more  you  can  reduce  their  coebet 
the  more  you  will  diminish  the  troubles  lod^ 
tresses  of  the  system.  But  I  have  voted  then- 
pense,  and  I  will  not  reduce  tbe  meaosof  paf- 
ment;  I  will  take  tbe  taxes  in  the  besifo:s( 
can  get  them.  I  have  thought  a  tax  of  x^m- 
five  cents  a  gallon  on  h ome-dist tiled  sipiriissecef^ 
sary  to  equalize  the  burden  of  taxes,  as  thtf  v." 
operate  on  the  diflerent  sections  of  the  Doioo,d 
on  the  different  classes  of  society. 

Mr.  Speaker,  this  is  objected  to  bf  mj  frif:k 
from  the  Westward,  as  operating  with  ^dn 
hardship  on  that  section  of  the  country.  Wen 
told  by  my  honorable  friend,  who  last  spoke.  (3l! 
Grunot,}  that  almost  their  entire  crops  of  gnt 
are  dibtilled  ;  that  whiskey  is  in  geueral  b»  ^ 
the  westward ;  that  it  is  the  general  bcrengei 
the  country ;  and  if  a  tax  be  laid  on  this  imu 
it  will  be  a  tax  on  the  industry  of  the  ft'ekits: 
country  that  must  check  its  rising  prospetitr; 
that  1  may  well  advocate  this  tax,  romioi  ma 
Maryland,  where  no  whiskey  is  disiilld,  id 
where  I  woald  not  be  affected  by  it. 

Mr.  Speaker,  a  considerable  quantity  of  s;^ 
is  distilled  in  Maryland,  and  a  considerable  qns- 
ttty  of  it  is  consumed  there ;  and  much  thatcbaa 
from  the  Western  country,  whence  it  i$broogii:i? 
a  market,  is  there  consumed.  The  cooMoer  pn 
the  (|uty.  People  of  the  Western  couotrf  Q»ii(>- 
those  on  the  seaboard  consume  it ;  aod  asfvt: 
this  goes,  tbe  people  on  Ibc  seaboard  pay  ibedj:T, 
and  those  to  the  westward  enjoy  tbe  beoefii.  6a 
I  have  no  doubt  this  kind  of  spirit  is  p^odoced:: 
much  greater  abundance  in  tbe  interior,  a&cts 
the  westward,  than  it  is  in  Maryland. 

Mr.  Speaker,  our  Western  friends  bare  get&'; 
ally  voted  freely  to  impose  an  additional  duijc' 
thirty  or  forty  cents  per  gallon  on  imported  v^ 
its.  The  original  duty  on  tbe  imponaiioa  cfus? 
luxury  was  thirty  or  forty  cents  per  gallo0|itvj 
now,  by  the  aid  of  their  votes,  have  to  paj  a^ 
of  sixty  or  eighty  cents,  aod  I  do  not  koov  bK 
one  hundred  cents  the  gallon.  Foreign  ^\^^ 
are  consumed  almost  exclusively  in  the  tofc^ 
and  on  the  seaboard;  they  are  scarcely  tobea^ 
with  in  the  interior,  except  in  towns  and  io  pu^ 
houses;  and  is  it  just  or  equal  tolayaUK^ 
shall  oblige  one  section  of  tbe  country  to  intk 
spirit,  if  tney  drink  it  at  all,  under  a  ux  of  ft*^ 
sixty  to  eighty  or  even  one  hundred  cents  perftl- 
•Ion,  and  tosuffer  other  sections  to  drink  itatabosc 
one  cent  tbe  gallon ;  for  tbe  duty  proposed  tdX 
laid  on  the  capacity  of  stills,  will  produce  i^^ 
one  cent  per  gallon  on  the  quantity  disiiiieii  ii 
the  United  States?  What  is  there  in  tbisartici£< 
that  it  must  not  be  approached  by  tbe  unbaiiovc^ 
hand  of  the  tax-gatherer  ?  It  is  not  a  necesirf 
of  life,  but  a  pernicious  luxury,  injurious  to  m- 
als,  and  in  its  effects  tending  to  disturb  the  peast 
and  happiness  of  society.  The  aggregate  qiofi* 
tily  distilled  in  tbe  United  Statea  is  great,  bon^ 
indifidqal  consamptioa  ia  small.    It  is  in  geoerai 
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use;  you  cao  scarcely  enter  a  house,  where  you 
may  not  get  a  glass  of  spirits*  Ii  is  therefore  a 
fii  subject  of  revenue ;  aod  when  we  are  obliged 
to  resort  to  internal  taxes,  I  can  see  no  reason  why 
this  article  should  be  exempt  from  the  cominon 
fate  of  other  luxuries. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  heary  additional  duty  which 
our  Western  friends  have  enabled  us  to  impose 
on  foreign  spirits,  will  act  as  a  bounty  on  home 
distillation.  The  more  we  embarrass  the  import- 
ation of  foreign  spirits  by  taxation,  the  more  we 
eocourage  the  home  distillation  ;  and  I  do  think 
our  Western  brethren  ous^ht  to  bear  p,  similar  bur- 
den to  that  they  have  voted  to  impose  on  other 
sections  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Speaker,  1  think  the  Western  section  of  the 
country  has  less  reason  to  refuse  a  fair  participa- 
tion in  the  taxes  to  be  raised,  than  any  other  sec- 
tion of  the  Union,  because  they  will  derive  more 
benefit,  probably,  from  the  expenditure  of  the  tax 
than  any  other.  The  Army  of  the  United  States 
has  been  for  years  p  ist  almost  exclusively  within 
the  reach  of  their  market.  .They  have  enjoyed, 
and  will  enjoy^  the  benefit  of  the  soldiers'  pay 
expended  among  them,  and  the  benefit  of  a  mar- 
ket for  their  provisions,  their  whiskey  and  other 
iriicles,  to  supply  the  Army  which  the  tax  is  in- 
tended to  support:  and  I  did  expect  that  they 
irould  not  have  refused  to  sufier  their  whiskey  to 
bear  a  part  of  the  tax. 

Mr.  Speaker,  my  honorable  friend  from  Penn- 
sylvania, (Mr.  Smilig,}  the  correctness  of  whose 
political  course  I  have  had  so  many  occasions  to 
admire  and  respect,  considers  a  tax  on  domestic 
distilled  spirits  an  odious  tax,  because  it  is  an  ex- 
cise, and  he  has  taken  the  trouble  to  quote  Black- 
stone  at  considerable  length,  to  prove  that  it  is 
odious  and  oppressive.  The  gentlemao  might 
have  spared  this  trouble — it  was  not  necessary  to 
invoke  foreign  aid  on  this  subject;  we  all  know 
that  it  is  odious;  we  have  all  had  the  experience 
of  an  excise  at  home ;  and  of  a  stamp  tax,  and  of 
ail  the  other  internal  taxes  now  proposed  to  be 
laid.  We  know  that  they  were  all  odious,  and 
that  they  were  all  oppressive ;  and  this  knowledge 
makes  me  wish  to  reduce  their  number,  to  dimin- 
ish their  odium,  and  as  far  as  pos^iible  avert  the 
oppression;  for  the  odium  and  oppression  will  be 
nearly  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  taxes  em' 
braced  by  the  system » 

Mr.  Speaker,  let  us  see  what  it  is.  in  this  tax 
op  home  distillation,  that  is  so  odious  and  oppres- 
sive— the  people  generally  will  have  nothing  tp 
do  with  it,  they  will  neither  see  nor  feel  its  opera- 
tion in  any  other  way  than  in  the  price  or  the 
spirits  they  consume.  The  distiller  pays  the  en- 
tire tax,  aod  recovers  it  back  in  the  sale  of  bis 
liquor.  It  will  give  the  distillers  some  trouble, 
and  we  may  sufifer  some  abuse  in  the  collection  ; 
hut  I  see  no  necessity  for  more  trouble  and  abuse 
iu  this,  than  in  the  sugar  excise,  the  land  tax,  or 
almost  any  of  the  other  taxes  proposed ;  and  this 
being  much  more  prodoctive  than  all  the  others 
together,  is  on  that  Jtccount  entitled  to  our  prefer- 
eace.  The  people  at  large  cao  only  be  affected 
by  this  tax,  in  a  pecuniary  wayi  in  an  amount 


not  greater  than  the  amount  of  duty  on  theqoan- 
tity  of  spiriu  they  eeverally  consume,  which  can* 
not  be  much. 

Mr.  Speaker.  I  am  inclined  to  an  opinion,  tbal 
it  would,  among  the  less  wealthy  prt  of  the  com* 
munity,  be  a  f4mily  of  some  liitle  extravagance 
that  would  use  more  than  .one  barrel  of  this  spiril 
in  a  year.  The  tax  on  that  quantity,  at  twenty* 
five  cents,  as  proposed,  will  be  seven  dollars  and 
fifty  cents;  but  it  is  probable  that  more  than  fif- 
teen gallons  a  year  would  not  be  consumed  by  a 
common-si2ed  family  of  sober  habits — and  if  they 
be  not  sober,  no  care  of  ours  can  save  them  from 
difficulties.  The  duty  on  fifteen  gallons  will  bt 
three  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents ;  wealthy  fam* 
ilies,  if  they  use  mora  of  the  article,  have  more 
abundant  means  to  pay ;  the  rich  are  never  in  dis- 
tress in  this  way :  if  it  is  oppressive  to  any  part  of 
the  community,  it  will  be  so  to  the  poorer  classes  of 
society.  But  neither  seven  dollars  and  fifty  centS| 
nor  three  dollars  aod  seventy-five  cents,  to  a  fam- 
ily, cao  be  considered  as  a  burdensome  contribu- 
tion for  the  support  of  Government.  The  rights 
and  interest  of  the  American  people  must,  indeed^ 
be  estimated  at  a  low  rate  by  that  man  who  would 
not  cheerfully  pay  either  of  these  suns  for  their 
defence. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  thought  it  my  doty  to  sub- 
mit these  observations  to  the  consideration  of  the 
House.  I  think  the  amendment  I  had  the  honor 
to  move,  important  in  the  bearing  it  will  have  oa 
the  ease  and  comfort  of  individuals,  and  on  the 
prosperity  of  the  nation. 

Mr.  FiNDLEY  had  no  intention  to  detain  this 
House  by  a  reply  to  all  the  observations  made  by 
the  honorable  mover  and  the  supporter  of  the 
motion,  (Messrs.  McKiM  aod  Wriqbt,)  because 
he  presumed  the  prinaipal  effect  these  observa- 
tions would  have  on  the  majority  of  the  Hoosei 
would  be  to  convince  them  that  the  gentlemea 
themselves  did  not  understand  the  subject.  The 
resolution  appeared  highly  objectionable  on  sev- 
eral grounds.  It  proposed  to  introduce  the  prin- 
ciple of  excise  with  its  host  of  ofiicers,  and  which 
always  has  been  and  always  will  be  a  fertile 
source  of  perjury  and  frauds.  It  was  so  in  this 
country  during  the  small  trial  that  was  made  of. 
it,  notwithstanding  all  the  care  of  Qovernment, 
and  the  numerous  amendments  from  time  to  time 
made  by  Congress.  In  Britain  it  is  well  known 
that  oaths  respecting  excises  acquire  no  confi- 
dence either  with  the  Government,  or  with  the 
people.  They  have  sometimes  locked  the  distil- 
lers out  of  the  still-houses,  and  sometimes  locked 
them  in  for  times  prescribed,  and  they  have  ap- 
pointed oflScers  to  watch  other  ofiicers,  and  itine- 
rant officers  to  watch  all  the  others  at  uncertain 
times;  but  all  does  not  do.  No  law  can  make 
officers  honest  where  the  temptations  are  so 
great,  and  the  security  depends  only  on  oaths. 
Mr.  F.  appealed  to  the  reports  of  the  committee 
of  Parliament  on  that  subject.  He  added,  that 
as  in  Britain  excises  were  levied  on  a  vast  vari- 
ety of  subjects,  and  under  perpetual  appropria- 
tions to  the  support  of  the  public  debt,  they  could 
not  be  repealed.     When  the  experiment  waa 
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made  in  this  country  the  excise  was  spread  over 
bat  few  objects.  On  the  snuflf  the  frauds  were 
such  as  made  it  a  certain  loss  to  the  revenue ; 
therefore  it  was  first  postponed  and  afterwards 
repealed,  and  as  soon  as  the  excise  on  distilled 
sprits  was  released  from  the  api^ropriations  by 
the  abundance  of  other  revenues,  it  was  also  re- 
pealed after  a  fair  experiment  bad  been  made; 
and  he  was  confident  that  Congress  would  not 
DOW  introduce  that  fertile  source  of  corruption 
and  discontent  with  respect  to  only  a  single  item 
of  the  proposed  taxes. 

The  opposition  made  on  a  former  occasion  to 
4be  excise  on  distilled  spirits  in  a  part  of  the  two 
of  the  western  counties  in  Pennsylvania  has  been 
firought  into  view  by  an  honorable  gentleman, 
with  a  view  to  give  an  impression  as  if  in  that 
place  only  it  was  disapproved  of 3  but  this  was 
not  the  case.  When  President  Washington 
was  at  Carlisle,  where  the  right  wing  of  the 
Army  was  on  their  march  to  the  westward  to 
suppress  this  opposition  to  the  excise,  Mr.  F.  said, 
that  though  there  had  been  then  no  disturbance 
in  the  county  in  which  he  resided,  yet  another 
messenser  and  himself  were  sent  with  as»oran- 
ees  to  the  President  that  the  opposition  was  then 
in  so  great  a  measure  suppressed,  that  the  further 
fnarch  of  the  Army  would  not  be  necessaiy. 
The  President,  after  expressing  his  regret  that 
these  assurances  htfd  not  been  given  before  the 
Army  was  rendezvoused,  said  that  he  knew  that 
80  great  an  army  Was  not  necessary  for  that  ob- 
ject, but  that  there  were  great  symptoms  of  dis- 
content not  only  in  other  parts  of  toat  State  but 
in  Maryland,  which  were  in  danger  of  spreading 
still  further.  That  on  this  account  he  had  thought 
it  his  dnty  to  call  forth  so  great  a  force  as  not 
only  to  convince  those  who  had  given  the  dis- 
turbance, but  all  parts  of  th«  United  States, 
Chat  the  citizens  would,  when  called  upon,  turn 
out  in  support  of  the  execution  of  their  laws. 
Mr.  F.  said  that  the  honorable  member  from 
Maryland  who  moved  and  supported  the  resolu- 
tion will  recollect,  that  about  that  time  there 
were  some  disturbances  in  that  State  on  the  ac- 
count of  the  excise.  It  was  well  known  at  that 
day  that  the  patriotic  army  who  marched  on  that 
occasion  generally,  when  opportunity  offered,  de- 
clared their  disapprobation  of  the  excise  system, 
but  at  the  same  time  their  abhorrence  of  an  un- 
constitutional opposition  to  a  Constitutional  law. 
It  is  also  well  known  that  the  repeal  of  the  ex- 
cise gave  general  satisfaction,  while  at  the  same 
time  many  thought  the  repeal  of  several  other 
taxes  that  did  not  depend  on  the  excise  system 
improper. 

Mr.  F.  said  that  though  this  was  the  greatest, 
it  was  not  the  only  objection  to  th«  resolution. 
It  was,  besides  this,  unjust,  impolitic,  and  decep- 
tioos — it  was,  in  fact,  a  tax  directlv  on  agricul- 
ture— it  was  a  tax  on  their  rye-fields.  By  a  let- 
ter on  his  table,  just  received,  he  was  informed 
that  his  family  had  sold  as  much  rye  to  the  dis- 
tillers as,  with  what  will  be  distilled  for  his  own 
family  use,  would  produce  by  the  proposed  excise 
one  hundred  dollars  tax,  whereas  the  rye  of  which 


it  will  be  made  would  sell  for  about  oae-halftki{ 
amount ;  and,  estimating  from  the  amonst  of  tm 
former  direct  tax,  is  about  ten  times  as  moehe 
by  the  proposed  direct  tax  will  be  chargeilot^tt 
whole  plantation  and  stock.  This  he  \\m^\ 
was  both  unjust  and  impolitic.  It  voolik 
much  better  policy  to  charge  it  directlf  o&isf 
rye  received  by  the  distiller,  at  a  proper  estiiBiR 
of  what  the  bushels  of  rjre  would  produce.  Tka 
would  be  much  more  simple  and  certais^ua 
charging  it  on  the  spirits  distilled,  by  hired  st*!)- 
ers,  and  which  might  easily  be  much  of  it  &• 
posed  of  without  the  knowledge  of  the  ov» 
even  if  he  was  so  honest  as  not  to  cooDire  %\t 

Much  mi^ht  be  said  against  the  impolicf«f 
oppressing,  if  not  destroying,  a  domestic  mas- 
facture  so  essentially  connected  with  agricnitm 
it  being  the  only  method  by  which  farmers^tii 
very  inconvenient  distance  from  market,  eas  i!- 
duce  their  grain  to  such  a  portable  form  astobt 
the  more  easily  carried  to  a  distance.  TIk at- 
tempt to  do  so  is  the  more  extraordiaarT  ai  1 
time  when  every  other  manufacture  is  t&tm- 
aged. .  But  the  honorable  mover  proposes  to  pn- 
mote  morality  by  rendering  it  moredifficQlttdf!t 
drunk.  Mr.  F.  said  that  if  there  wereoo^pi'S 
distilled  from  the  produce  of  the  farm,  tberpirf 
other  beverages  by  the  use  of  which  people  mi|fe 
and  often  did  get  drank*  The  dronkard  nv 
have  his  drink.  But  not  lo  detain  the  Hooielr 
ther,  he  would  assure  the  honorable  movef  tii: 
his  estimated  millions  for  the  amonot  of  tbenr- 
enue  thus  to  be  obtained  would  vanish ;  if  theR» 
lution  takes  effect,  he  would  pot  in  no  norem 
than  would  be  sufficient  to  feed  his  horses.  Bf 
would  not  pay  one  hundred  dollars  of  a  tax ^ 
the  produce  of* eight  or  ten  acres  of  rye;  aniy 
would  not  be  alone,  it  would  be  general.  Baic 
confident  that  the  House  will  not  suffer  tbev«^ 
digested  system  proposed  by  the  Committee  <^ 
Ways  and  Means  to  be  contaminated  brtbec?' 
rupting  systems  of  excise,  nor  a  tax  so  ofijs^ 
and  deceptive  to  make  a  part  of  the  systeo.  k 
would  enlarge  no  further. 

Mr.  Gruwdy.— Mr.  Speaker:  Oa  the  pr«* 
motion  to  recommit  so  much  of  the  report  of  t^ 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  as  respecut^ 
resolution  immediately  before  05,  in  order  toa- 
amine  the  amendment  offered  by  the  geotieos^ 
from  Maryland,  (Mr.  McKim.)  I  doubted  tbf  pi^ 
priety  of  enterins[  into  the  merits  of  that  ^ 
sition,  and  therefore  took  no  part  in  the  dis»- 
sion  on  yesterday  ;  but  from  the  coan«  the  «- 
bate  has  taken,  1  do  not  know  that  a  morefaTe^ 
able  opportunity  will  ofkt  to  express  my  viei^ 
of  this  subject,  not  only  in  relation  to  the  |u 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  w 
also  in  reference  to  the  entire  report  of  the  Coa- 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means.  The  honoraUetnea- 
her  from  Maryland  proposes  to  impose  aoexeff 
of  twenty-five  cents  per  gallon  on  allspi"*^^ 
tilled  from  domestic  materials  (fruit  eieepta) 
within  the  United  States.  To  this  chaogeis 
the  plan  of  taxation  digested  by  the  Gtm^^ 
of  Ways  and  Means,  I  have  objectioos, aoto* 
tomed  oa  the  honest  prejudiaes  of  tbe  peop 
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ilone,  but  upon  the  immotable  principles  of  just- 
ice and  eqaitv,  which  will  be  violated  by  the 
iperatioD  of  the  proposed  system,  whenever  it 
hall  be  resorted  to  in  this  country.  Sir,  I  con* 
ider  the  measure  proposed  hostile  to  the  per- 
ODal  liberty  and  security  of  the  citizen,  which 
egislators  shoald  at  all  times  attentively  regard; 
tod  I  consider  it  also  subversive  of  that  general 
listribuiioQ  of  public  burdens  on  various  sections 
f  the  Union,  which,  as  far  as  practicable,  should 
le  an  object  of  primary  attention.  The  princi* 
lies  of  an  excise  system  are  justly  odious  in  this 
nd  every  other  free  country.  Because  they  sub- 
set (he  domieil,  and  every  apartment  provided 
or  the  comfort  of  civilized  man,  to  the  uncere- 
aonious  visit  and  search  of  a  train  of  petty  offi- 
ers — men  whose  powers  cannot  be  strictly  de- 
ioed  by  law — and,  if  defined,  would  too  often  be 
^regarded.  The  powers  of  such  officers,  if  you 
aean  that  your  laws  shall  be  enforced,  mast  be 
Dcompatible  with  the  immunities  held  sacred  in 
he  domestic  relations  of  society. 
Permit  me^  sir.  for  a  roonttent  to  glance  at  the 
!aases  out  Of  wKieh  the  contest  in  which  we  are 
boat  to  engage  has  arisen.  We  complain  (and 
ustly)  of  violations  of  our  national  rights  on  the 
ligh  seas ;  and  to  restore  these  rights  to  their  le- 
gitimate standing,  we  hare  determined  to  exert 
or  Ktreogtb  against  one  of  the  great  bellifferents 
f  Europe,  unless  that  Power  shall  within  a 
bort  period  voluntarilv  surrender  its  unjnst  pre- 
ensioDs.  and  cease  its  lawless  aggressions  on  the 
ersons  and  property  of  our  citizens  navigating 
he  ocean.  I  admit,  it  is  not  for  the  benefit  of  com- 
nercial  men  alone  we  are  contending ;  the  best 
Qterests  of  the  agriculturist  are  involved  in  the 
rotection  of  commerce,  which,  as  an  independ- 
flt  nation,  we  can  never  relinquish.  At  the  same 
ime,  I  wish  it  to  be  understood,  that  I  ran  never 
OQsent  to  destroy  the  internal  tranquillity  of  the 
ountry  for  the  attainment  of  an  object  not  lo- 
ispensable  to  our  national  existence.  No,  .<nr,  I 
rill  never  surrender  the  proud  privilege  of  an 
Lmerican  citizen  to  repose  in  quiet  and  safety 
Oder  bis  own  roof,  for  any  consideration  what- 
rer.  Let  us  consecrate  the  maxim  that  a  man's 
oQse  id  his  ^astle^  where  the  owner  finds  an  asy- 
am  in  which  he  is  sole  master.  Better  would  it 
e  to  leave  our  countrymen  abroad  to  the  chan- 
es  and  chances  of  fortune,  than  to  subject  our 
itizens  at  home  to  the  arbitrary  details  of  an 
icise  duty  on  the  products  of  their  industry, 
rhich  most  lead  to  the  destruction  of  individual 
berty,  happiness,  and  security.  Sir,  willing  as  I 
elieve  the  people  I  have  the  honor  to  represent 
re  to  contribute  their  just  proportion  of  any  rev- 
nue  which  the  exigencies  of  the  country  may 
pquire^  and  to  exert  their  physical  force  to  assert 
le  rights  and  vindicate  the  honor  of  the  coun- 
ty, yet  I  will  never  agree  that  their  houses  of 
rery  description  shall  be  thrown  open  to  the  in- 
[)ection  of  excise  officers,  who  would  often  find 
pretext  for  such  a  demand  to  evince  the  pleni- 
3de  of  their  power,  and  from  various  motives 
ronld  vex  and  harass  the  best  citizens.  These 
(marks  I  thought  it  proper  to  make,  in  order  to 


test  the  prinefple  contained  in  the  ameadmenr 
offered  by  the  gentlemen  from  Maryland.  I  en- 
treat the  House  to  remember,  that  principles  do 
not  change  with  cireumstances,  and  that  -it  is 
wholly  inconsistent  with  the  foundation  of  re- 
publican Qovemments,  and  with  the  genius  of 
the  American  Constitution,  to  permit'  private 
property  lo  be  invaded  at  the  arbitrary  caprice  of 
public  iunctionaries. 

I  have  said  that  a  tax  of  twenty-five  cents  per 
gallon  on  whiskey  will  operate  almost  exclusively 
00  particular  sections  of  the  country.  It  is  a 
fact  well  known,  that  the  Western  States,  to 
which  may  be  added  a  part  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Virginia,  distil  more  whiskey  than  all  the  other 
States  in  the  Union.  And  can  gentlemen  think 
it  reasonable  that  these  States  should  nay  so 
great  a  proportion  of  the  money  to  be  raised  by 
taxation? 

Situated  at  a  remote  distance  from  the  only 
market  at  which  they  can  vend  the  surplus  pro* 
ducts  of  their  labor,  the  inequality  which  would 
be  introduced  by  this  amendment  would  nrodoce 
the  most  oppressive  effects  upon  the  people  of  the 
Western  country.  But,  sir,  we  are  told  by  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  McKim.)  tnat  a 
tax  on  this  article  will  diminish  the  quantity 
consumed,  and  thereby  check  the  vicious  habits 
of  intemperance,  and  promote  the  great  cause  of 
virtue  and  morality.  In  these  moral  refieetions, 
on  which  the  honorable  gentleman  seemed  to 
dwell  with  so  much  zeal  and  confidence,  it  is  a 
matter  of  astonishment  that  he  did  not  include 
the  consumers  of  brandy  in  the  State  in  part  rep* 
reeented  by  himself.  Adopt  the  proposition  of 
the  gentleman,  and  the  Maryland  farmer  who 
distils  his  two,  three,  or  four  thousand  gallons  of 
brandy  from  his  large  and  profitable  orchard^ 
will  pay  to  the  United  States  the  small  sum  *of 
five  dollars  a  year  on  each  still  employed,  while 
the  distillers  of  grain  in  the  Western  country  are 
called  on  to  distribute  nearhr  one  hundred  per 
cent,  on  the  present  value  of  all  the  spirits  dis- 
tilled. I  hope  the  honorable  gentleman  W'\\\  com- 
mence his  good  work  of  reformation  among  the 
brandy-drinkers  of  his  own  State,  before  he 
strides  over  the  Allegany  to  teach  us  lessons  of 
temperance,  and  that,  too.  by  the  imposition  of 
an  enormous  excise  to  enforce  their  observance. 
The  injustice  of  the  proposed  tax  ts  too  obvious 
to  require  further  illustration,,  and  I  should  now 
dismiss  the  subject,  but  for  the  liberality  of  sen- 
timent displayed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont, (Mr.  FiBK,)  which  elairas  a  moment's  at- 
tention. That  gentleman  it  seems  is  in  favor  of 
this  tax,  because  he  sees  in  it  a  relief  afforded  to 
his  Western  brethren  from  the  pressure  of  the 
direct  tax.  We  duly  appreciate  the  motives  of 
the  honorable  gentleman,  but  as  we  eannot  dis- 
cern the  advantages  of  relieving  our  constituente 
from  the  payment  of  about  four  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  by  compelling  them  to  pay  four 
millions,  he  will  excuse  us  for  not  accepting  hta 
beneficent  offer.  For,  sir,  in  fact  such  would  be 
the  effect  of  that  course  of  proceedings  recom- 
mended by  him.    He  aays  you  una  raise  six  mil 
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lions  sii  hundred  thoiHMid  dollars  annaaliy  by  « 
Uz  of  twenty-five  cents  per  icollon  on  whiskey. 
Canoot  every  oian  see  that  at  least  four  millions 
of  this  som  would  fall  on  that  section  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  which  i  have  before  described,  and 
this  turn  we  are  asked  to  pay  to  redeem  ourselves 
from  the  payment  of  fbur  hundred  thousand, 
which  wiU  be  nearly  our  proporttoo  of  the  direct 
Uz. 

Mr.  Speaker:  There  are  other  objections  to 
the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Marvland 
which  deserve  consideration.  We  all  profess  to 
desire  the  rapid  promotion  of  our  domestic  man- 
ufactures ;  protecting  duties  are  about  to  be  voted 
on  articles  of  foreign  manufactures,  to  give  to 
these,  I  mean  our  home  establishments,  a  monop- 
oly in  the  markets  of  this  country  ;  and,  sir,  are 
we  not  departing  from  principles  of  sound  pol- 
icy, when  we  single  out  any  one  article  of  do- 
mestic manufacture,  and  from  it  attempt  to  raise 
so  extravagant  a  sum  as  six  millions  six  hundred 
thousand  dollars?  This  will  in  effect  produce  an 
increased  consumption  of  imported  spirits,  and 
spirits  distilled  from  foreign  materials. 

The  plan  proposed  will  be  found  deceptive  in 
practice;  the  law  W;jU  be  evaded ;  the  tax  will 
ne  so  oppressive  as  to  tempt  men  strongly  to  vio- 
late it.  And  should  this  lake  place,  or  shoald  the 
qtAantity  distilled  be  greatly  diminished,  the  rev- 
enue of  the  country  will  fail,  which  is  an  event 
in  a  stale  of  war  productive  of  the  g^reatest  ca- 
lamities. Having  declared  my  intention  lo  vote 
for  the  entire  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  I  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House  to 
state  concisely  some  of  the  reasons  which  influ- 
ence my  conduct  on  this  occasion. 

At  the  opening  of  the  present  session  of  Con- 
gress, the  President  informed  us  that  every  effort 
to%ettle  our  differences  with  Oreat  Britain  by 
friendly  negotiation  had  been  employed  without 
eSecL  Under  such  circumstances,  as  every  other 
expedient  had  failed,  we  determined  that  the  only 
justifiable  course  left  waa  to  put  the  nation  in. 
arms,  and  by  force  redress  the  violated  rights  and 
honor  of  an  injured  and  insulted  people.  We 
accordingly  provided  for  a  large  increase  of  the 
regular  army,  and  look  corresponding  measures 
to  meet  that  state  of  things  which  we  shortly  ex- 
pect. The  expenses  incident  to  these  prepara- 
tions must  of  necessity  be  great ;  we  were  com- 
pelied  to  incur  them,  or  relinquish  the  ground  we 
nave  taken,  and  submit  tamely  lo  British  .inso- 
lence and  outrage. 

The  debt  has  been  created  on  the  contingency 
of  war,  and  we  are  bound  by  every  moral  and  po- 
litical consideration  to  provide  immediately  for 
the  pQoctual  discharge  of  the  interest,  without  do- 
ing which  no  capitalist  in  the  country  will  ad- 
yance  the  sum  required.  Were  we  not  to  make 
this  provision,  I  fear,  sir,  at  the  very  commence- 
ment of  this  contest  we  should  bankrupt  the  credit 
of  the  nation.  It  is  admitted  by  all,  that  the  ^m 
asked  fur  by  the  committee  is  the  least  which  they 
could  have  demanded.  They  have  submitted  a 
plan  by  which  it  may  be  raised,  anil,  unless  some 
plaa  less  objectionable  can  be  proposed,  we  ought  I 


surely  to  adopt  that  which  has  been  ofierd  1 

frankly  owUi  sir,  that  I  have  no  subsuiuie  u  tn- 

der  which  would  not  be  liable  to  all  ih€exc«pti:ii 

which  have  been  taken  to  the  report  OBdet  sa- 

sideratioo.    I  wish  some  gentleman  iroal4  mtt 

upon  the  task  and  perform  it  to  the  ssii^ficft 

ot  this  House  and  the  nation  ;  for  myaelf.  1  c9l^ 

the  want  of  talents  to  devise  a  plan  of  Uiiua 

which  shall  fall  more  equally  than  this  sif»i 

upon  every  section  of  the  country.    I  haresaoa; 

objections  to  some  of  the  resolutions  for  vbit^i 

shall  vote,  taking  them  unconnected  vithiWi^* 

maioder  of  the   report.    The  resolulioo  be^^n 

us  is  one  of  this  description  ;  it  will  bear  hwir 

upon  my  constituents ;  but  I  discover,  that  iDei  ik 

almost  entirely  relieved  from  the  operatioo  ciu 

duties  on  stamps,  as  now  modified  by  the  t» 

mittee.    Banks  and  commercial  men  will  ilan 

exclusively  be  affected  by  the  latter,  aod,  i:i«- 

fore,  I  do  not  consider  it  unreasonable  in  tbec^s- 

mittee  to  require  the  payment  of  a  lax  oua-Bi. 

agreeably   to  their  report.      Tou  caonot.  M*. 

Speaker,  select  any  one  article  for  tazaiioii  vL*: 

will  not  be  felt  more  sensibly  by  the  people  Id  c:;; 

quarter  of  the  country  than  in  another;  yoaaaL 

therefore  make  several,  and  by  causio;  oee  u- 

operate  upon  the  people  in  one  directioa^aodi^ 

other  upon  those  who  reside  in  a  differeot  ^" 

of  the  country,  you  will,  as  far  as  practia!^ 

equalize  a  system  of  internal  tM^-    This,!  bt- 

lieve,  the  Committee-  of  Ways  and  Meaosbr; 

done  to  as  much  advantage  as  possible.   I&Uu 

therefore,  not  follow  the  example  set  me  b]f  ui 

gentleman  from  Maryland,  by  proposing  lo  ra-jt 

the  whole  sum  required  upon  some  one  arucif 

by  taxing  which  to  an  unreasonable  amoaoL&t 

district  would  be  entirely  relieved.    I  koovsf 

constituents  would  not  wish  to  hear  of  mjr  nai  K 

such  a  proposition.    I  am  willing,  by  a  rote  a 

these  resolutions,  to  give  a  pledge  to  the  leotic:^ 

of  money  to  the  public,  and  I  am  willing  lorr 

deem  it  with  good  faith.    For  the  people  1  re^ 

sent,  I  ask  no  exemption  from  public  bardeiri. 

but  against  that  injustice  which  would  be  io£^^* 

ed  on  them,  should  the  proposition  of  tbefeau- 

man  from  Maryland  succeed,  I  protesL 

Mr.  Johnson  said  be  had,  on  a  former  da?,> 
tened  with  indifference  to  the  propositioa  i? 
levy  an  excise  of  twenty-five  cents  on  each  gal-v- 
of  domestic  disiiiled  spirit  of  domestic  maientl^ 
throughout  the  Untied  States,  from  a  most  tbcr- 
ougli  conviction  that  so  unjust,  so  uDrea&ooao^ 
and  so  oppressive  a  tax  would  be  rejected  h)  i 

freat  majority,  without  exposing  its  ttodfocf 
le  said  he  was  not  disappointed  in  that  just  asi 
reasonable  expectation  of  the  views  of  the  oeia- 
hers  of  this  House.  He  said  twenty-fire  ctt^ 
tax  per  gallon  upon  whiskey  would  be  as  ruioo^ 
to  the  people  of  the  Western  country  as  it  vod 
be  unju»t  to  that  portion  of  the  United  Suifr 
who  would  never  be  backward  in  furoishiog  their 
just  proportion  of  men  and  money  to  prosecute! 
war  necessary  to  maintain  inviolate  their  som- 
etgntyand  independence;  but,  whatever oiigbt^ 
their  willingness,  they  should  not,  with  bis  rote 
be  called  upon  to  support  a  system  which  w  ' ' 
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It  alooe  destraettre  to  cliem  by  the  inaqiutlitjr  of 
|g  operatioo. 

Buc,  he  said,  he  could  not  remain  ailent  to  hear 
^  same  gentleman  »eriousIf  make  a  motion  to 
f-eommit  the  report  from  the  Committee  of 
k^aysand  Means,  for  the  purpose  of  making  the 
tif-saroe  proposition  of  layinga  tax  of  iwenty*five 
leots  on  whiskey  and  other  distilled  spirits,  the 
irime  cost  of  the  article  in  the  way  of  wholesale 
a  the  Western  country.    Upon  the  subject  of 
•xation,  he  aaid,  he  had  never  entertained  but 
lae  sentiment,  and  he  never  would  agree  to  lay 
Diernal  taxes  upon  the  people  of  the  United 
Slates,  to  support  any  permanent  expensive  es- 
ablishment ;  that  nothing  on  the  present  occasion 
bpold  induce  him  to  vote  for  taxes,  but  war.    In 
oDsequence  of  this  opinion,  the  Committee  of 
KTays  and  Means  had  reported  in  one  of  their 
esolutions  that  the  tax  should  not  be  levied  until 
1  declaration  of  war,  or  the  issoinff  of  letters  of 
aarqneand  reprisal;  and,  he  said,  he  was  a  little 
urprised  that  any  member  frhould  dislike  such 
I  resolutioo^  and  try  to  demonstrate  to  the  people 
ind  the  world  that  the  taxes  proposed  were  war 
axes,  and  intended  to  meet  that  state  of  things, 
looiber  resolution  declares,  that  the  taxes  shall 
lot  continue  more  than  twelve  months  after  the 
onclusioo.    With  these  resolutions  incorporated 
tnd  made  a  part  of  the  svstem,  he  was  astonished 
0  hear  gentlemen  say  tnat  the  people  would  be 
tlarmed  at  these  resolutions.    He  said  be  was 
lever  afraid  of  the  people ;  they  would  act  cor- 
ecily ;  but  he  bad  more  reason  to  fear  that  this 
louse  would   be  alarmed.    He  said  the  people 
laderstood  their  interests  and  their  rights,  and 
rere  not  to  be  alarmed  at  a  vindication  of  their 
ights  and  their  independence.    Mr.  J.  said  that 
Ar.  Gallatin  had  been  called  .upon  by  the  Com- 
littee  of  Ways  and    Means  to  furnish  them 
rich  a  system  of  internal  taxation,  predicated 
pon  actual  war  with  Great  Britain.    The  Sec- 
Mary  was  not. a  volunteer  in  proposing  this  sys* 
?n).  In  that  letter,  the  Secretary  had  proposed  ten 
eots  upon  distilled  spirits  from  foreign  materials. 
Dd  three  cents  per  galluu  on  domestic  distillea 
l>irits  of  domestic  materials,  which  «^as  consid* 
red  equally  hard  upon  the  Western  pouotry  when 
^en  in  connexion  with  the  whole  system  pro- 
Med.    Departing  from,  this  equal  system,  the 
BDtieman    from  Maryland  would    raise   it  to 
venty  fire  cents-— a  most  unreasonable  derange- 
leat  of  the  whole  plan.    Mr.  J.  said  that  he  had 
ejected  to  this  whiskey  tax  on  account  of  the 
tcise  principle  when  it  was  before  the  Commit- 
■^  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  upon  bis  objections 
le  excise  part  was  changed  to  a  direct  tax  upon 
^e  still,  differing  only  in  amount  with  the  tax 
P^°  caf riages  or  any  other  article ;  by  which 
edification,  numerous  officers  would  not  be  em- 
oyed,  oaths  would  be  dispensed  with,  no  search 
ould  be  'Dade  into  the  housrs  or  cellars  of  dis- 
'^^rs,  nor  would  we  have  excise  officers  breakinir 
™  *n<l   invading  our  fir&»i.les;  and  in  this 
<MiacatioD,  the  sum  to  be  raised  by  a  tax  of 
^!!^ft)ts  per  gallon  was  reduced  from  $400,000 
9^0)000,  making  a  diductioa  of  almost  one- 


half.    These  modifications  were  produced  by  a 
spirit  of  accommodation.    And  if  the  House  con- 
tinued to  be  animated   by  the  same  spirit,  he 
said,  the  motion  to  commit  would  not  succeed. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  told  you,  that 
H  land  tax,  or  rather  a  direct  tax,  would  operate 
most  severely  upon  the  Western  States,  on  ac- 
count of  their  distance  from  market,  their  want 
of  capital,  their  infant  settlements;  and,  with  a 
correct  knowledge  of  the  actual  state  of  the  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  Union,  the  Secretary  had,  with 
his  usual  impartiality  and  discernment, given  the 
House  a  system  as  nearly  equal  in  its  operation 
as, the  nature  of  the  subject  would  admit;  and  it 
was  evident,  that  if  a  material  alteration  was 
made  upon  it,  chaos  would  prevail,  and  the  whole 
plan  be  rejected ;  and  then  the  enemies  of  the 
Government  would  say  with  triumph,  that  the 
Republican  Administration  could  not  vindicate 
and  support  the  rights  of  the  nation,  and  that 
their  Representatives  were  afraid  to  trust  the  peo- 
ple to  send  the  ways  and  means  to  avenge  their 
own  wrongs.    Mr.  J.  said  the  House  had  been 
engaged  a  long  time  on  the  subject;  despatch 
was  necessary,  that  Congress  might  have  a  little 
time  to  listen  to  the  warning  voice  whicn  now 
cpmes  from  the  Wabash,  the  Mississippi,  and  De- 
troit, which  makes  it  probable  that  as  soon  as  the 
season  will  admit,  the  savages  will  rush  dowa 
upon  the  defenceless  frontiers,  and  destroy  their 
inhabitants. 

Mr.  WiDGBBY. — Mr.  Speaker,  on  a  motion  to 
recommit  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  I  have  not  been  able  to  discover  how 
the  arguments^  either  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 

?[inia,  of  those  in  answer  to  him,  by  the  gentleman 
irom  North  Carolina,  can  apply  to  the  question 
before  the  House.  Sir,  1  am  or  opinion  that  if  I 
had  suffered  myself  so  far  to  have  waddered  from 
the  Question,  I  should  deservedly  have  beard  from 
the  Chair.  The  question  before  the  House  is  not 
the  repeal  ol  the  noo  intercourse,  or  whether  we 
shall  submit  to  the  edicts  of  Great  Britain.  It  is, 
will  the  House  recommit  the  report  for  the  pur- 
pose of  amending  it  ?  To  this  suoject  I  shall  con- 
fine my  argument.  I  am  in  favor  of  recommit- 
ting the  report,  first  to  amend  it  as  respects  the 
duty  on  imports.  Many  of  these  articles  have 
already  a  duty  of  fifteen  per  cent,  ad  valorem: 
add  to  this  one  hundred  per  cent,  and  you  will 
either  prohibit  them  entirely,  or  you  will  give  a 
bounty  to  smugglers,  which  will  destroy  the  fair 
trader,  as  the  smugglers  will  always  be  able  to 
undersell  him  ;  and  thus  will  the  fair  trader,  who 
wishes  to  support  the  Government  be  obliged  to 
give  up  his  buMoe»s  or  be  ruined.  The  tonnage 
duty  is  also  too  high.  The  former  tonnage  duty 
was  about  fifty  cents  on  the  vessel,  of  foreigners, 
and  six  cents  on  our  own  vessels  in  the  foreign 
trade.  The  committee  have  added  a  little  over 
one  hundred  per  cent,  to  the  tonnage  of  foreigners, 
and  upwards  of  four  hundred  per  cenL  on  our 
own  tonnage.  If  the  tonnage  was  not  very  much 
out  of  the  wav  heretofore,  the  committee  have 
reversed  the  rule  of  all  other  nations.  Great  Brit* 
ain  has  always  encouraged  her  own  merchantmen 
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by  making  a  great  distinction  in  faTor  of  her  own 
ship-owners,  between  them  and  foreigners;  she 
is  the  greatest  commercial  nation  in  the  world, 
according  to  the  report.  Our  vessels  in  foreign 
trade  must  pay  thirty-one  cents  per  ton  every 
time  they  enter,  so  that  a  vessel  of  three  hnndre^ 
and  thirty  tons,  if  she  enters  three  times,  must  pay 
the  Government  upwards  of  three  hundred  dollars 
a  year,  oyer  and  above  all  her  custom-house  fees, 
and  the  hundred  per  cent,  on  the  duties  of  her 
cargo.  Why  the  committee  should  have  added 
four  times  as  much  on  tonnage  as  on  merchandise, 
I  am  at  a  loss  to  imagine,  nor  do  I  believe  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
can  give  any  good  or  satisfactory  reason  for  so 
doing.  In  the  case  of  tonnage,  it  operates  as  a 
direct  tax  on  the  owner,  because  while  ships  are 
plenty,  lying  by  the  wharves,  no  man  will  ffive 
one  cent  more  on  account  of  the  tonnage.  Sir, 
in  the  case  of  the  salt  tax,  the  maritime  and  mid- 
dle country  pay  the  whole,  tbe  Western  section 
pay  nothing.  There  are  1,500,000  people  exempt 
from  this  doty  on  salt,  because  they  have  plenty 
from  the  salt  springs.  As  this  is  a  necessary  of 
life  on  which  the  Western  sedtion  of  the  Union 
pay  nothing,  they  ought  to  be  willing  to  pay  an 
equivalent  on  something  else. 

It  is  true,  these  gentlemen  fay,  they  are  willing 
to  do  their  part  in  support  of  the  war ;  yet  when 
they  are  called  on  to  augment  the  tax  on  whiskey 
they  say  their  objection  to  that  is  the  creation  of 
excise  officers,  to  which  the  people  are  very  much 
opposed.  Sir,  there  is  a  small  tax  on  the  capa- 
city of  the  still,  let  this  duty  be  multiplied  on  \he 
still  until  it  will  give  about  twelve  and  a  half 
cents  on  each  gallon,  as  near  as  can  be  Computed, 
which  may  be  distilled  in  the  course  of  a  year. 
In  that  case  the  same  persons  who  may  collect 
the  tax  on  the  capacity  of  the  stills,  as  now  taxed, 
which  does  not  exceed  one  cent  and  a  third  per 
gallon  on  the  liquor,  may  collect  it  with  as  much 
ease  when  augmented,  as  they  can  if  the  amend- 
ment should  not  take  place.  This  therefore  will 
do  away  the  difficulty  of  excise  officers.  I  ask 
them  to  take  but  twelve  and  a  half  cents  per 
gallon  on  their  spirits,  while  in  the  maritime 
States  we  pay  the  duty  proposed,  nixty  cents. 
This  is  a  debt  for  which  we  are  all  alike  liable. 
Surely,  sir,  the  Western  gentlemen  cannot  think 
bard  to  pay  hut  one-fifth  part  as  much  as  their 
friends  in  a  different  section  of  the  Union,  when 
they  consider  that  we  pay  twenty  cents  on  salt, 
from  which  they  are  exempt.  Sir,  the  last  Inter- 
nal tax  which  was  laid  amounted  to  $989,t(33— 
Massachusetts  paid  of  that  tax  $883,566.  Ac- 
cording to  the  present  system,  Massachusetts  will 
have  to  pay  more  than  one-fourth  of  the  internal 
tax,  while  she  will  not  have  more  than  one-ninth 
of  the  representation.  Augment  the  whiskey  tax 
as  I  propose,  and  you  may  do  away  your  land 
tax  altoffeiber.  There  is  in  the  United  States 
distilled  from  home  materials  about  24,000,000  of 
gallons  of  spirits.  This  will  give  you  93,000,000, 
which  is  about  what  is  laid  on  the  land.  A  land  tax 
is  the  last  tax  which  ought  ever  to  be  laid.  Every 
kind  of  luxury  ought  to  be  taxed  before  the  land. 


Tbe  gentlemen  say  tfaey  are  at  a  great  dtitnst 
from  market.  Be  it  so.  Sir.  the  material  fn« 
which  the  whiskey  is  chiefly  distilled,  is  hdia£ 
corn.  The  middle  country  raise  of  this  anirk 
about  ten  bushels  to  the  acre;  the  Wf«»s 
countrv  about  Gfty  bushels  to  the  acre,  and  ti^ 
much  less  labor  thiji  article  will  give  aboct  tic 
gallons  to  the  bushel ;  so  that  the  middle  coBear 
can  obtain  about  twenty  gallons  from  oaeim 
while  the  Western  country  will  give  oae  hag- 
dred  gallons— five  times  as  much.  Thb  ri 
more  than  pay  for  their  extra  distance  from  air 
ket;  in  addition  to  which,  their  Hquor  willkii; 
them  enough  more  at  market  to  pav  for  iht'jffi- 
ble  of  transporting  it.  Sir,  Maanchosettsv;£be 
willing  to  pay  more  than  her  partif  oecessarre 
defence  of  the  just  rights  oi  the  nation,  k 
when  a  system  of  taxation  is  brought  foni  t 
ought  to  be  so  modified  as  that  each  members 
the  Union  should  pay  its  due  proportion  of  see: 
taxes.  It  is  said,  ihis  report  is  a  system  of  caa 
promise.  Sir,  I  am  not  one  of  those  humble  la- 
itators  of  any  man,  or  any  body  of  men,  wbo  lil 
without  investigation,  tamely  submit  to  aeyfe 
they  may  please  to  lay  before  -me,  aod  rote  J 
down  as  law.  We  are  told  that  when  the  b^ 
comes  in  will  be  the  proper  time  to  amentf-  !f 
the  House  are  determined  not  to  recommit,  I  vu 
help  to  vote  the  report  through,  but  with  tbesa^ 
reserve  I  made  when  I  agreed  to  reeoosider  w 
vote  which  went  against  the  salt,  if  bo  ameodae^' 
or  modification  takes  place  so  as  to  bare  t  wm 
equal  bearing  on  the  different  sectioas  of  d; 
Union. 
Mr.  WRiORTand  Mr.  Fisk  supported  tbemooa 
[The  arguments  for  and  against  themotioet> 
day,  as  well  as  yesterday,  were  grounded  ootk^ 
expediency  or  inexpediency  of  an  excise  tix  a 
whiskey.  On  the  one  hand,  it  was  8aid,tbaL: 
the  proposed  tax  of  25  or  d8  centa  per  gtllofiss 
distilled  spirits  were  to  take  effect,  it  woald  p- 
duee  a  revenue  of  five  or  six  millions  of  doliir 
and  preckide  the  necessity  of  other  taxes;  thi:;' 
would  eventually  be  paid  by  the  consumer,  ifri 
would  therefore  operate  equally;  that  domK^' 
spirits  ought  to  be  taxed  a  little,  when  ihtip 
on  foreign  spirits  was  about  to  be  doubled,  as rli^ 
is  no  reasoq  why  a  man  who  drinks  briodp^ 
rum  and  water  should  be  made  to  pay  double  pnfi 
while  the  whiskey-drinker  paid  nothing;  tbitt^ 
excise  system  was  already  proposed  as  lo  b 
sugar,  and  might  be  extended  to  whiskey*^ 
much  less  inconvenience  than  would  result  fr^s 
the  collection  of  the  variety  of  small  taxes  pr^ 
posed  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  MetDs* 

On  the  other  hand,  remarks  were  made  ob  ^ 
severity  with  which  this  tax  would  operate  ^ 
those  who  already  have  to  bear  the  chief  bar^ 
(with  the  least  abilitv  to  pay  it)  of  the  laodtii 
viz :  the  people  of  the  Western  country ;  itj*^ 
considering  the  paucity  of  their  saleable  prodB^ 
tions  in  the  Western  country,  a  tax  on  wMtf-. 
which  would  put  a  stop  to  its  disttllatioD.  wooli 
wholly  disable  them  from  paying  the  ItBduij 
that  it  was,  besides^ grievously  heavy,  partial  sse 
unequal.     The  evib  of  an  excite  systetn  vef? 
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noted  io  viTid  colors ;  and  it  was  said,  that, 
tiougb  go?  tax  on  whiskey  was  onjustj  ana 
Qewhat  oppressive,  they  were  willing  to  incur 
!  responsibility  of  a  tax  on  stills,  rather  than 
eat  the  great  work  in  which  the  nation  was 
(aged.J 

ilr.  Randolph  mored  a  recommitment  of  the 
lole  report  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
This  motion  was  supported  by  the  morer  at 
isiderable  length,  ana  opposed  by  Mr.  AtsTOif, 
'.  Chbves,  Mr.  Calhoun,  and  Mr.  Macon. 
The  recommitment  of  the  report  was  supported 
the  ground  that  the  bad^t  of  taxes  reported 
8  of  the  most  oppressive  character ;  that, 
ireorer,  they  were  unnecessary  and  impolitic, 
:ause  Congress  had  only  to  repeal  their  own 
trictive  law,  and  revenue  would  accrue  to  the 
(ited  States,  to  a  much  greater  amount  than 
IS  contemplated  to  be  provided  by  the  taxes 
der  consideration. 

In  reply,  it  was  urged  that  the  gentleman's  pro- 
it  was  a  peace  project,  and  not  calculated  for 
I  exigency ;  that,  besides,  it  would  not  produce 
i  effect  he  anticipated,  because  commerce  was 
itroyed  by  the  orders  of  Great  Britain,  and  by 
I  muoicipAl  regulations  of  France;  that  all  taxes 
*  disagreeable,  and  though  the  committee  had 
prcised  much  deliberatioo  on  the  subject  of  their 
)ort,  it  might  be  expected  there  would  be  a  dif' 
ence  of  opinion  on  some  items;  but  that  now 
recommit  the  report,  as  proposed,  would  be 
rinking  from  the  pressure  of  the  crisis,  and  would 
imp  indelible  disgrace  on  the  House  and  nation.] 
The  question  on  recommitting  the  report  was 
ten,  and  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  34, 
ys  83,  as  follows : 

irBA.s — John  Baker,  Abijsh  Bigelow,  Harmanus 
seeker,  Jsmes  Bredcenridge,  Elijah  Brighain,  Epa* 
roditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  William  Ely, 
nes  Emott,  Asa  Fitch»  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles 
tdsborough,  Edwin  Gray,  Richard  Jackson,  junior, 
ilip  B.  Key,  Lyman  La#,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Robert 
Roy  Livingston,  Archibald  McBryde,  James  Mil- 
r,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy 
kin,  Jan.,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  William 
ed,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Philip  Stuart, 
vris  B.  Sturges,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Laban  Whea- 
i,  Leonard  White,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

f^ATs — Willis  Alston,  jiin.,  William  Anderson,  8te- 
ison  Archer,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Borwell 
uett,  WUIiam  W.  Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  Adam 
yd,  Robert  Brown,.  William  A.  Burwell,  WilUam 
tier,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  Matthew 
ly,  James  Cochran,  Lewis  Condict,  WilUam  Craw- 
Q,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  8am- 
Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle,  William  Findley,  Meshack 
inklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah 
Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper, 
lett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hnfly,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Rich- 
l  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King, 
ner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Peter  Little,  William 
wndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Maoon,  George  C. 
txwell,  Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy,  Samuel 
£ee,  Alexander  McKim,  Amnah  Metcalf,  Samuel 
Mitchill,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh 
Json,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen 
nsby,  Israel  ricken%  William  Piper,  James  Pleaa> 


ants,  junior,  Benjamin  Pond,  William  M.  Richardson, 
John  Rhea,  John  Roane.  Jonathan  Roberts,  William 
Rodman,  Ebeuezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenezer 
Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw, 
John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Rich'd  Stan* 
ford,  William  Strong,  John  Taliaferro,  Uri  Tracy, 
George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Robert  Whit*- 
hill,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright. 

.  So,  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  was  negatived; 
and  the  House  adjourned. 


WfiDNESDAT,  March  4. 

Mr.  OaMSBf  presented  to  the  House  a  resolu* 
tion  of  the  Legislature  of  ttie  State  of  Kentucky, 
instructing  their  Senators,  and  requesting  their 
Represeuiativas  in  Congress  to  procure  a  grant 
of  ten  thousand  acres  ot  land  lying  in  the  Terri* 
tory  of  Louisiana  to  Daniel  Boone. — Referred  to 
the  Committee  oii  the  Public  Lands. 

M  r«  Rhsa,  from  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Roads,  presented  a  bill  to  alter  and 
establish  certain  post  roads;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  QoLD,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  twenty-fourth  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  pro- 
viding for  the  removal  of  the  causes  depending 
in  the  respective  District  Courts  of  the  United 
States,  in  case  of  the  disability  of  the  Judges 
thereof;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Friday  next. 

FINAL  SETTLEMENT  CERTIFICATE. 

Mr.  Oholson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Joha  Dixon ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  same  commit- 
tee made  on  the  petition  of  John  Murray. 

Ti&e  report  is  as  follows : 

That,  from  documents  exhibited  by  the  petitioner,  it 
appears  he  is  the  sssignee  of  Lucy  Dixon,  his  mother, 
of  a  certificate  which  was  issued  in  her  favor  by  the 
Commissioner  for  settling  the  accounts  of  the  Revoln- 
Honsfy  war  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  for  the  sum  of 
#SS9  84.90,  payable  with  six  per  cent,  from  the  first 
day  of  January,  1781,  and  dated  the  28d  of  December^ 
1788.  The  original  certificate  is  produced,  and,  by  an 
endorsement  on  it,  it  appeals  the  interest  was  paid  to 
the  first  of  January,  1786 ;  a  oertificste  of  the  Regis* 
ter  of  the  Treasury  is  likewise  exhibited,  showing  ihaf 
Lucy  Dixon  stands  a  creditor  on  the  records  of  that 
Department  for  the  said  certificate,  which  "remains 
unllqnidated  by  the  United  States." 

As  an  apology  (as  it  is  presumed  by  the  committee) 
for  not  presenting  this  claim  at  an  earlier  period,  Lucy 
Dixon,  in  a  petition  formerly  ofiered  by  herself,  alleges 
that  she,  in  the  year  1708,  left  Virginis,  and  went  to 
the  State  of  Georgia,  where  she  remained  until  1799 
or  1800 ;  that  on  her  return  to  her  residenoe  in  Vir* 
ginia,  she,  on  looking  over  papers*  found  the  certificate 
in  question,  and  likewise  others  that  were  aopposed  to 
have  been  entirely  destroyed ;  that  she  was  ignorant 
as  wen  of  the  value  of  such  certificates  ss  of  the  mode 
in  which  the  law  provided  for  their  payment ;  that  one 
of  her  sons  took  with  him  to  the  Mississippi  Territory 
the  said  certificate,  where  he  kept  it  untU  a  few  yetxs 
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ago,  when  he  returned  it  to  her,  and  she  ehortly  after- 
wards presented  her  petition  for  the  amount  of  it. 

From  the  foregoing  statement,  it  would  appear  that 
there  is  no  obstacle  to  the  allowance  of  this  claim  but 
the  statute  of  limitation.  Tour  committee  have  re- 
cently, very  respectfully,  decided  against  the  repeal  of 
the  law  barring  demands  like  the  present.  It  is  for 
the  House  to  determine  on  the  course  they  will  pursue 
on  this  aabject  The  facta  are  faithfiiUy  detailed. 
Your  committee,'  however,  oonfbroiing  to  tkn  rale  bj 
which  it  has  been  governed  ia  similar  cases,  recom- 
mend the  following  resolution: 

Raohed,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

WAR  TAXES. 

The  House  renamed  the  <Son8ideratioo  of  the 
report  of  the  Commtttee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  McKiM  said,  as  his  motioa  to  recommit 
the  Qfih  resolution  had  gifen  rise  to  some  diffi- 
coltr,  and  he  had  no  disposition  to  embarrass,  he 
would  withdraw  it,  reserving  to  himself  the  ri?ht 
to  renew  it  when  the  sul«ject  should  come  before 
the  House  in  the  shape  of  a  bill. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  adoption  of  the 
fifth  resolution,  (for  laymg  a  tax  on  stills,  &«.,) 
it  was  decided  iu  the  affirmative — yeas  67,  nays 
38,  as  follows : 

YxAS — WiUis  Alston,  jun.,  Stevanaon  Archer,  £a^ 
kiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  WUUam  W. 
Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  Robert  Brown,  William 
Butlar,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cbevaa,  Kp^t 
Davis,  John  Dawsouj  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Elias  £arle, 
William  Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Ghol- 
aon,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Peterson  Qoodwyn,  Isaiah  L. 
Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John 
A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hnfty,  John  M. 
Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  WilHam  R.  King, 
Abner  Lacock,  Peter  Little,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livings 
floD,  William  Lowndoa,  Aaion  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Ma- 
eon,  George  0.  Maxwell,  Samoel  McKea.  Alexaader 
McKim,  Aruaah  MetcaU;  J«nwa  MoigaiH  Jtmmiah 
Morrow,  Hugh  Nelaoa,  Anthosy  New,  Tbmnaa  New* 
bald,  Thoosas  Newton,  Stophen  Onnsby,  Israel  Pick- 
ana,  WilUam  Piper,  Jamaa  Pleaaaata,  ju|i.,  Bei^aintft 
Pond,  Wm.  M.  Richardson,  John  Roane,  Jonathan 
Roberta,  Ebeneaar  8age»  Ebooeaar  tSaavar,  Adam  8ay- 
bart,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  WiUiam 
attong,  John  TaUafarro,  Uri  Tracy,  Goorga  M.  Tioup, 
Charles  Turner,  jan.»  Piona  Van  CortUndt,  junior, 
and  William  Wijgeiy. 

NAva— William  Anderaoa,  John  Baker,  Abgah 
Bigelow,  James  Breckenridge,  Biijali  Brigham,  Mat- 
thew Clay,  WiiKam  Crawford,  John  Davanpoit,  Jim., 
Joaeph  Deaha,  William  Bly,  James  Fuk,  Asa  Fitch, 
Charlea  GoMsboroagh,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Philip  B« 
Key,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lefever,  Joseph  Lairis,  jr., 
William  McCoy,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joae^  Peai^ 
aon,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  John  Ran- 
dolph, John  Rhea,  William  Rodman,  Daniel  Sheffey, 
Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B. 
Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Laban 
Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  Robert  Whitehill,  Thomaa 
Wilson,  and  Robert  Wright. 

The  sixth  resolution  came  next  under  consid- 
eration (for  a  tax  on  licenses  to  retailers  of  wines, 


spirits,  and  foreign  merchandise,)  and  was  t^: 
to  without  debate — yea»  68,  nays  42,  as  Mtm 

YsjLB— Willis  Alston,  Jan.,  William  Aadcnx,^ 
venson  Archer,  Esekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Boid 
Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  William  BiBckM|e,kb. 
ert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  William  Botkr.kta 
C.  Calhonn,  Langdon  Chevea,  MattWw  Clsr.  Uii 
Condict,  Wytiam  Crawford,  Roger  Davis,  Jofai  Di» 
aon,  Joaeph  Deaha,  Samuel  Dkiaaioor,  Ekes  Zdi. 
WUIiam  Findley,  Meaback  FraiAlim  ThuMGU. 
son,  Petoflson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Fehx  Gm- 
dy,  BoUing  UaU,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Haiper,  Ajte 
Hawes,  Richard  M.  Joknaon,  Joeepb  Kent.  Wiiaa 
R.  King,  Aboer  Lacock,  Peter  Jxttle,  Wm.  Levuei. 
Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George  C.  Miivth, 
William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  MdLx 
James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  NeboiL  i> 
thony  New,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormtbr,  ki^ 
Pickens,  William  Piper,  James  Pleasants,  Jod^  ^^ 
M.  Richardson,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberti,  Zb 
nexer  Sage,  Ebenexer  Seaver,  Adam  Scybert,  Jtf 
Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  WtUksi  9b^n 
John  Taliaferro,  Oeorgo  M.  Troop,  Charies  Trv. 
jnn.,  Robert  Whitahill,  William  Widgoj.  aadi  WAai 
Winn. 

Natb— slokn  Baker,  Abijah  Btgdow,  iamai  Bioh' 
anridge,  Elijah  Biigham,  Epaphaadiuu  Chs^ii. 
Martin  Chittenden,  WiUiam  Ely.  Jaace  FiiLAa 
Fitch,  Thomaa  R.  Gold,  Charlea  GokUboroogb,  £«■ 
Gray,  Jacob  Hnfty,  John  M.  Hjuawaiy  Ricbsnl  itdh 
aon,  junior,  Philip  B.  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Joscpk  La- 
ver,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Robert  La  Roy  Liviog^^ 
Arunah  Metcalf,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Thomas  .N<«- 
bold,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  iaoisr,  BtRt 
min  Pond,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  John  Randolph,  Wi  k: 
Rodman,  Daniel  Shcffey,  Richard  Stanlbri  IW 
Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Saand  Ti$ 
gart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy,  Piere  Tu 
Cortlandt,  jun.,  Laban  wheaton,  Loonard  Wue. 
Thomas  WMaon,  and  Robert  Wright. 

The  seventh  resolution  (tax  on  sales  at  aoasi 
of  foreign  merchandise,  dbc.)  was  next  agnrJ 
10— yeas  79,  nays  34,  as  follows : 

YBAS^WiUia  Alston,  jun.,  WUUam  Andeimv^ 
venson  Archer,  Esekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Bv«£ 
Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Wm.  Blackledge,  Bi^ 
Brown«  WUUam  A.  BnrweU,  WUIiam  BaUer,  i^ 
C.  CaUioun,  Langdon  Chevea,  Matthew  Clay,  U«s 
Condict,  WUIiam  Crawford,  Roger  Davis,  Jobs  ^ 
son,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinamoor,  Efiss  Ei9 
WUUam  Findley,  Meshack  FrankUn,  ThonsfCki^' 
son,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Fetii  G:f» 
dy,  BoUtng  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  AjM 
Hawes,  Jacob  HulW,  John  M.  Hvneman,  Riebu^l^ 
Johnson,  Joaeph  Kent,  WUIiam  R.  King,  Abticr  li- 
cock.  Joaeph  Lefever,  Peter  Little,  Wilfiam  Lows^a 
Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  BCacon,  George  C.  Mtxst^ 
Thomas  Moore,  WUUam  McCoy,  Samuel  Mct-t 
Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  Metcalf,  James  Margtf. 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New.  Tl« 
Newbold,  7*homa0  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  bne! 
Pidiens,  Wm.  Piper,  James  Pleasanta,  junior,  l^J** 
min  Pond,  WUIiam  M.  Richardson,  John  Rhet.  J^ 
Roane,  Jonathan  Roberta,  Ebeneaer  Sage,  Ebeoesff 
Seaver  Adam  Seybert,  John  SmiUe,  Geoigc  9asA, 
John  Smith,  WiUiam  Strong,  John  Talialeno,  In 
Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Tomer,  JN  ^^ 
Van  Cortlandt,  Jr.,  Robert  WhitehiU,  WOliaa  Viiip 
ery,  Richard  Wtnn,  and  Robert  Wright 
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PTitii— Jokn  Bftker,  Ah^h  .Btgnfow,  HaYin»iMiii 
eeker,  JsniM  BraekcnriJge,  Elijah  Btigham,  Ep^ 
oditufl  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden.  John  Daven 

I,  janior,  WilHam  Ely,  Aaa  Fitch,  Thoe.  R.  Gold, 
ftrle«  Ooldaborough,  Edwin  Gray,  Richard  iaekaon, 
.,  Philip  B.  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Joaeph  Lewia,  jun., 
lert  Le  Roy  Lhringaton,  ionatfaan  O.  Moaeley,  io- 
b  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  EUaha  R.  Pot- 
John  Randolph,  William  Rodman,  Daniel  SheffBV, 
bard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  8i)a<i  Stow,  Lewie  B. 
irgee,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  La* 
{  WbeatODy  Leonard  White,  and  Tbomae  Wibon. 

Fbe  eiffhth  resotatioo  (for  a  tax  of  four  cents 
:  pound  on  retined  sugar)  was  next  agreed  to— > 
IS  80,  nays  38,  as  follows: 

fs A s—Wiilia  Alston,  junior;  William  Andierson, 
▼enson  Archer,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Bur- 
l)  Baaeett,  William  W.  Bibb,  WilUaui  Blackledge, 
am  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  WiUiam  A.  Burweil, 
illiam  Butier,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  QheYoa, 
itthew  Clay»  James  Cochran,  Lewis  Condict,  Wm. 
iwford,  Roger  Davia,  John  Daw8on^  Joaeph  Desba, 
Duel  Dinsmoor,  Eiias  Earle,  William  Findl^,  Mo- 
de Franklin,  Thomas  Gholaon,  Peterson  Goodwyn, 
iah  L.  Gieen,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hail,  Obed 

II,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hufty, 
in  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnston,  Joseph 
nt,  William  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lefe- 
;  Peter  Little,  Willism  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyie,  Na- 
iniel  Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore, 
illiam  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Aleiander  McKim, 
nnah  Metcalf,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
tgh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thos.  Newbold,  Thos. 
!wton,  Stephen  Ormaby,  brael  Piekens,  Wm.  Piper, 
I.  Pleasants,  jr.,  Benjamin  Pond,  William  M.  Rich- 
Ison,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts, 
snezer  Sage,  Ebeneier  Seaver,  Adam  Seybeit,  John 
lilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  William  Strong, 
m  Taliaferro,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Chas, 
imer,  jun.,  Robert  WhitehiU,  Wm.  Widgery,  Rich* 
I  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright 

N^Ta — John  Baker,  Ab^ah  Bigelowb  Harmanus 
seeker,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigbam,  Epa^ 
roditus  Champion,  Martin  Ciiittenden,  John  Daven- 
rt,  junior,  William  Ely,  Asa  Fitoh,  Thomas  R.  Gold, 
isrles  Goldsborough,  Edwin  Gray,  Richard  Jack- 
I,  junior,  Philip  B.  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Joaeph  Lew- 
jr.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Jonathan  O.  Mose- 
,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Piticin,  junior,  Elisha  R. 
tter,  John  Randolph,  William  Reed,  William  Rod- 
n,  Bamue!  Shaw,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Richard  Stanford, 
ilip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Stnrges,  Samuel 
ggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt, 
I.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  and  Thomas 
ilson. 

The  ninth  resolution  (for  laying  a  tax  on  car- 
iges  of  pieasiM^e,  dbc.)  came  ntxt  on  the  tapis. 
Mr.  HuFTY,  after  adverting  to  the  creat  oum- 
r  of  carriages  in.  the  Slate  of  New  Jersey,  of  a 
cuiiar  and  cheap  constructioo,  wi^icb  would  be 
rereiy  taxed,  moved  ao  amendment  going  to 
empt  from  a  tax.^f  tbree  dollars,  carriages  oo 
x>iien  springs,  and  to  impose  on  such  a  tax  of 
e  dollar  and  fifty  cents. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Hoptt, 
>NDiGT,  and  Wright,  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 
ICON,  Sbybbrt,  and  Stanford.  The  argu- 
ents  for  the  motion  were  founded  on  the  dis- 


proportion of  the  amount  of  tax  to  the  value  of 
the  i^rticte  taxed,  which  generally  cost  le^ss  than 
SlOO,  dbe.  It  was  opposed  on  the  groond  that 
these  carriages  were  nevertheless  used  by  those 
well  able  to  pay  the  tax.  which  was  by  no  means 
disproportionate  to  the  other  taxes  proposed. 

The  motioti  was  lost — ayes  only  six  or  eight.  ' 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  renolution 
as  reported  by  the  Coannittee,  and  carried  in  tha 
affirmative — yean  72,  nays  48,  as  fullows: 

Txia— Willis  Alston,  Jan.,  WiUiam  Anderson,  Ste- 
venson Archer,  Baekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Burw^ 
Baaeett,  WiUiam  W.  Bibb,  WiUiam  BUckledge,  Adan 
Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  WiUiam  A.  BurweU,  WiUian 
Butler,  Jeha  C,  Caihonn,  Langdon  Chevee,  Matthew 
Clay,  Jamea  Cochran,  WUliam  Crawford,  Roger  Bar 
▼ie,  ioiw  Pawaon,  4eaeph  Deaba*  Samael  Dinsmoor* 
Elias  Earie,  WiUiam  Findley.  Meebaek  Frankfia, 
Thomas  OhoJeea,  Thoa.  R.  Gold,  Peterson  Goodwyiv 
laaiah  L.  Gieen,  Felix  Grundy,  BoUtng  HaU,  0\M 
HaU,  John  A.  Harper,  AyleU  Hawee,  John  M.  Iiyn»> 
man*  Biohasd  if .  Johnson,  Joaeph  Kent,  WiUiam  R. 
King,  Abner  Lacock,  Peter  Little,  WUliam  Lowodeap 
Aaron  Lyle,  Thomas  Moore^  WUliam  McCoy,  Saml, 
MeKee,  Alexandev  McKim,  Arunah  Metcalf,  Hugh 
Neiaon,  Anthony  New,  Thomaa  Newton,  Stephen 
Ormaby,  Israel  Pickena,  WiUiam  Piper,  Jamee  Pleae* 
ants,  junior,  Benjamin  Pond,  WiUiam  M.  Richardson* 
John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberta,  Bbeneaer 
Sege,  Bbeneaer  Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Adem  Seyber^ 
John  SmUie,  Gemrge  Smith,  John  Smith,  John  Talia- 
ferro, Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner, 
junior,  Robert  WhiUjhUl,  WUliam  Widgcry,  and  Rich- 
ard  Winn. 

Nats— John  Baker,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmanua 
Bleecker,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Epa- 
phroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Lewie  Con- 
dict, John  Davenport,  junior,  WiUiam  Ely,  Jamn 
Emett,  Asa  Pitch,  Chas.  Goldsborough,  Edwin  Gray« 
Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  Jackson,  junior,  PhUip  B*.  Key, 
Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lefever,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior^ 
Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Nathaniel  Macon.  George 
C.  Maxwell,  Archibald  MoBryde,  Jamea  Morgan, 
Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Thomas  Newbold,  Joseph  Pear- 
son, Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  EUsha  R.  Potter,  Joaiah 
QtttBcy,  John  Randolph,  WUliam  Reed,  Henry  M. 
Ridgely,  William  Rodman,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  Shei:> 
fey,  Richard  Stanford,  PhUip  Stuart^  SUas  Stow,  WU* 
liam  Strong,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Ben- 
jamin Tallmadge,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  Whitei 
Thomas  Wilson,  and  Robert  Wright 

The  tenth  resolution  proposes  a  stamp  tax  on 
certain  bank  and  other  notes. 

The  question  on  the  rasolution  was  divided, 
on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Little^  so  as  to  take  a 
question,  distinctly,  on  the  two  clauses  of  the  res* 
oiotioo» 

The  i}iMatioB  on  that  part  which  goes  to  tan 
bank  notes  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  for  every  hua- 
dred  dollars  was  earried^yeas  74.  nays  43,  aa 
follows : 

FsAs— WnHs  Alston,  Jan.,  Stevenson  Archer.  Eae- 
kiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  BurweU  Bassett,  WUliam  W. 
Bibb,  WiUiam  Blackledge,  Adam  Boyd.  Robert  Brown, 
WUUam  A.  Burwell,  WillUm  Butler.  John  C.  Cal- 
houn, Langdon  Cheves,  Matthew  Clay,  James  Coch- 
ran, Lewis  Condict,  WiUiam  Crawford,  Roger  DaviS| 
John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Samael  Dinamoor^  BUaa 


1151 


OF  C0NGKB8S. 


Ua) 


ti.  OP  R. 


War  Taxet. 


lii.tci.UU. 


!^= 


Barle,  William  Findlej,  Mesha^  Fimnklin,  Thomas 
GbDlaou,  PetersoB  Uoodwyn,  Isaiah  !■.  Green,  Felix 
Grundy,  Boiling  Hail,  Obed  Hall,  Aylett  Ha^es,  Jacob 
Hofty,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Jo- 
seph Kent,  William  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock^  Peter 
Little,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Ma- 
eon,  Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee, 
Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  Metcalf,  Jeremiah  Mor- 
row, Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newbold, 
Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens, 
William  Piper,  James  Pleasants,  jun.,  Benjamin  Pond, 
William  M^  Richardson,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jo- 
nathan Roberts,  Ebeneaer  Sage,  Ebeneaor  Seairer,  John 
Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith, 
John  Taliaferro,  Uri  Traey,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles 
Tamer,  junior,  Robert  WhitehUl,  WiUiam  Widgwy, 
Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  WrighL 

Nats — William  Anderson,  J<^  Baker,  Abijah  Big- 
elow,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah 
Brigham,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden, 
John  Davenport,  jttn.,  WiUiam  Ely,  James  Emott,  Asa 
Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Edwm 
Gray,  Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Philip  B.  Key,  Lyman 
Law,  Joseph  Lefever,  Joseph,  Lewis,  jun.,  Robert  Le 
Roy  Livingston,  George  C.  jifaxwell,  Archibald  Mo- 
Bryde,  James  Morgan,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joseph 
Pearfon,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Etisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah 
Quincy,  John  Randolph,  William  Reed,  Henry  M. 
Hi^Kolyf  WilKam  Rodman,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Richard 
Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  WiUiam  Strong,  Lewis  B. 
StQfges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  TaUmadge,  Laban 
Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  and  Thomas  WUson. 

The  other  clause  of  the  resolution  proposes  to 
lay  a  tax  of  five  ceuts  for  every  hundred  dollars, 
AD  all  endorsed  oolesof  hand  and  bills  of  exchange. 

This  clause  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Little,  on 
the  ground  of  its  oppressive  nature  and  the  odium 
which  former  experience  had  attached  to  it  in 
the  minds  of  the  people.  The  small  product  it 
would  afford  would  not  go  far  to  the  support  of 
the  war;  and  he  thought  it  might  be  dispens- 
ed with. 

Mr.  Bacon  replied  that  this  tax  was  now  so  ar- 
ranged as  not  to  afford  the  same  cause  of  com* 
plaint  as  former  stamp  taxes,  because  it  would 
iiot  operate  on  the  poor,  would  subject  the  people 
Id  thinly-settled  countries  to  no  difficulty  in  ob- 
taining them,  and  would  generally  affect  only 
large  capitalists  or  extensive  traders  in  the  cities. 

Mr.  McKiu  said  that,  however  oppressive  he 
might  deem  this  and  perhaps  all  the  other  taxes, 
he  felt  in  some  degree  pledged  at  present  to  rote 
for  the  whole  report  of  the  committee. 

The  question  was  taken  on  this  clause  and  car- 
ried— yeas  65.  nays  63»  as  follows : 

YiAS — Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Stevenson  Archer,  Ete- 
kiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  WiUiam  W. 
Bibb,  WUliam  Blaokledge,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown, 
WillUm  A.  Burwell,  William  Butler,  John  C.  Cal- 
houn,  Langdon  Cheves,  Lewis  Condiet,  WiUiam  Craw- 
ford, Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Ellas 
Earie,  William  Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas 
Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix 
Grundy,  BoUing  HaU,  Obed  Hall,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob 
Hufty  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  WU- 
liam R«  King,  Abner  Lacock)  William  Lowndes,  Aaron 
Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Thomas  Moore,  William  Me- 
Coy,  Samu^  Mci^ee,  Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  Met^ 


call^  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Neleep.  Aathfla;  Kw 
Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Stqihcii  Omrix.  i 
Israel  Pickens,  James  Pleasaats,  jun.,  WiUiaa  i 
Richardson,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  JonsAu  h> 
ertSfEbneser  Sage,  EbneaerSeaver,  John  SewAaa 
Seybert,  John  SmUie,  George  Smith,  John  Taliafe&, 
George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Tomer,  jan^  Robert  W^ 
hUl,  William  Widgery,  and  Richard  Winn. 

NAxa — WilUam  Anderson,  John  Bakei,  Haraiaa 
Bleecker,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah  Biighta.  £j» 
l^uoditos  ChampioDf  Martm  Chittenden,  MiB^ 
Clay,  James  Cocbran,  John  Davenport,  jmL,  Sib^ 
Dinsmoor,  WiUiam  Ely,  James  Emott,  Kskfsisx 
Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsborough^  Edwi&G:^, 
Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Joseph  Kent,  Philip  B.  K^. 
Lymv^  Law,  Joseph  Lefever,  Joseph  Lewis,  jt,  ?sr 
Little,  Rohert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  George  C.  MiitfiL 
Archibald  McBryde,  James  Morgan,  Jonatbs  0. 
Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson,  William  Piper,  Tii»ib 
Pitkin,  jun.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Elisha  R.  ratter,  W 
Quiney,  John  Randolph,  William  Reed,  BesnX 
Ridgely*  William  Rodman,  Thomas  8ammaos,SB9e 
Shaw,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  ^ar. 
Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Tsggtrt,  Bes- 
jamin  TaUmadge,  Uri  Tracy,  Laban  Wheatoo,  l/e- 
ard  White,  Thomas  Wilson,  and  Robert  Vin^ 

The  next  resolution  embraced  (he  direciQi^ 
three  millions,  to  be  apportioned  as  prori<i«i  Sf 
the  Constitution. 

On  this  question  a  discuasion  took  place, fof^T^ 
to  the  question  immediately  before  the  Hl^ 
viz :  on  a  doubt  stated  by  Mr.  RaKDOLPH,  v:^ 
ther  the  tax  was  to  be  laid  according  totiieprts- 
ent  representaiioa  in  Coneress,  or  accordis^*^ 
the  number  of  the  people  of  the  United  Sui^^tf 
ascertained  by  the  latest  enumeratioiL  Me^ 
Bacon,  McKim,  Lowndes,  and  WioGSBTdttJ!' 
ed  their  opinions  in  favor  the  Utter  mode;  kt 
Mr.  Randolph  declared  it  to  be  a  question  ofia- 
superable  difficulty,  inasmuch  as,  if  ihe  uxt*3: 
was  apportioned  by  the  present  Congress  aces^ 
ing  to  the  last  enumerattou  (which  has  oot  f^ 
afieeted  the  representation)  it  would  beai^ 
tiou  of  the  vital  principle  of  the  Gonstitutioo.utf 
representation  and  taxation  must  go  hand  is  ^ 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to,  on  thequesiiS: 
being  taken-<-yeas  77,  nays  39,  as  follows: 

YxAS— WUlis  Alston,  jun.,  William  Aadenoo.A^ 
venson  Archer,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Baid,  Be.*** 
Bassett,  WiUiam  W.  Bibb,  WUliam  BlacUed$e,AiiQ 
Bojd,  Robert  Brown,  WiUiam  A.  Barwell,  Wi^ 
Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  Blii^ 
Clav,  James  Cochran,  Lewis  Condiet,  -WilUaa  0^* 
ford,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Ei^ 
Earte,  WUliam  Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Tbov 
Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Greea.  Fda 
Grundy,  BoUing  HaU,  Obed  HaU,  Aylett  Haw(e.y 
Hufty,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.Johosoo,Josp& 
Kent,  WiUiam  R«  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  L^ 
ver,  Peter  Little,  WiUiam  Lowndes,  Aanu  Ljie.  ^^ 
thaniel  Maoon,  Thomas  Moore,  WiUiam  McCoj.^ 
uel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  MetctIC  J»*^ 
Morgan*  JereAiiah  Morrow,  Hogh  Nelson.  Aathic.' 
New»  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  du^ 
Ormaby,  larael  Piofcens,  WUUam  Piper,  Jaiact  Pie«^ 
ants«  jan*9  Benjamin  Pond,  WiUiaB  M.  Rkhirii* 
John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  E^cfl# 
Sage,  fibeasHr  Beavtr,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Sef^ 
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ohn  Smilie,  George  Saithr  Jolrn  Stniih,  WtfUam 
Jtrong,  John  Taliaferro,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles 
ronier,  jr.,  Robert  WhitehiU,  William  Widgeiy,  Rich- 
id  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Natb— John  Bftker,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmannt 
Heecker,  Jamea  Breekenridge,  Blijah  Brigb^m,  Epa- 
ihroditas  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Daten- 
ort,  junior,  William  Bly,  James  Emott,  Asa  Fitch, 
lioinas  R.  Gold,  Chariea  Goldaborough,  Edwin  Gray, 
tichard  JaokBon,  junior,  Philip  B«Key,  Lyman  Law, 
Meph  Lewis,  jun.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  George 
),  Maxwell,  Archibald  McBryde,  Jonathan  O.  Moae- 
;j,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Elisha  R. 
'otter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  William  Reed, 
leniy  M.  Ridgely,  William  Rodman,  Daniel  Shefifey, 
tichard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Sturges, 
lamuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Laban  Whea- 
)n,  Leonard  White,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

The  next  resolution,  that  each  State  may  pay 
be  whole  direct  tax  apportiooed  to  its  share,  with 

deduction  of  fjfleea  per  cent,  was  agreed  to— 
eas  73,  nays  37,  as  follows : 

Ybas— William  Anderson,  Stevenson  Archer>  Eze- 
iel  Bacon.  Dand  Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  WilUam  W. 
iibb,  WilUam  Blackledge,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown, 
VUliam  A.  Burwell,  William  Butler,  John  C.  Cal- 
oun,  Langdon  Cheves,  Matthew  Clay,  James  Coch- 
in, Lewis  Condiet,  William  Crawford,  Roger  Davisy 
ohn  Dawson,  Joaeph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Elias 
isrle,  William  Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas 
rbolson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix 
irundy,  Boiling  Hall,  ObedHall,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob 
lufty,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Jo- 
eph  Kent,  William  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph 
.efever,  Peter  Little,  William  Lowndes,  Aaton  Lyle, 
Uthanicl  Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore, 
Villiam  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim, 
Lranah  Metcalf,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
hgh  Nelson.  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Is- 
lel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  James  Pleasants,  jr.,  John 
thea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  RoberU,  Ebenexer  8ag«, 
Sbenezer  Seaver,  John  Sener;  Adam  Seybert,  John 
imiUe,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  William  Strong, 
ohn  Taliaferro,  Uri.Tracy,C;harles  Turner,  jr%,  Robert 
Vhitehill,  WiUiam  Widgery,  and  Robert  Wrighl. 

NATs-^ohn  Baker,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmanus 
Ueecker,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Bpa- 
broditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Daven- 
•ort,  junior,  WiUiam  Ely,  Jamee  Emott,  Asa  Fitch, 
'komas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldaborough,  Edwin  G^ay, 
liehard  Jacksont  jun.,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr., 
Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Archibald  McBryde,  Jona- 
lum  0.  Moaeley,  Thomas  Newbold,  Joseph  Pearson, 
i*imothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy, 
ohn  Randolph,  WilUam  Reed,  Henry  M.  Ridgely, 
A^tUtam  Rodman,  Daniel  Shefiey,  Richard  Stanford, 
^hilip  Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
iftban  Wheatpn,  Leonard  White,  and  Thomaa  Wilson. 

Next  came  under  consideration  the  resolution 
hat  the  taxes  thus  laid  shall  not  take  effect  until 
he  commencemeDt  of  the  war,  or  unlilietters  of 
narque  and  reprisal  shall  have  been  issued.  This 
)assed— yeas  80,  nays  26,  as^  follows: 

Ybab — WiUis  Alston,  junior,  WiUiam  Anderson, 

Benson  Ardier,  Bzdiiel  Bacon,  John  Baker,  Da^id 

)ttd,  BurweU  Bassett,  WUUam  W.  Bibb,  WiUiam 

iUckledge,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breckenridge,  Robert 
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Brown,  WiUiam  A.  BurweU,  WiUiam. Butler,  John  C. 
Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  Matthew  Clay,  James 
Cochran,  Lewis  Condiet,  WilUam  Crawford,  Roger 
Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Elias  Earle,  Wil» 
Uam  Findley,  Meahack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson, 
Peterson  Goodwyn,  E^win  Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Fe-^ 
lix  Grundy,  BolUng  Hall,  Obed  HaU,  Aylett  Hawes, 
John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent, 
William  R  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lefever,  Pe- 
ter Little,  WUIiam  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  George  C«  MaxweU,  Thomas  Moore,  Archi- 
bald McBryde,  WiUiam  McCoy,  'Samuel  McKee,  Al- 
exander McKim,  Arunah  Metcalf,  James  Morgan,  Jere- 
miah Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thom- 
as Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  WUUam 
Piper,  James  Pleasants,  junior,  WiUiam  M.  Richard- 
son, John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  WU- 
Uam Rodman,  Ebenexer  Sage,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Sey- 
bert, John  SmUie,  Greoxge  Smith,  John  Smith,  Richard 
Stanford,  WiUiam  Strong,  John  TaUaferro,  Uri  Trat^, 
Charles  Turner,  junior,  Robert  WhitehiU,  WUUam 
Widgery,  Thomas  Wilson,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Nats — Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  Elijah 
Brigham,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chitten- 
den, John  Davenport,  junior,  William  Ely,  James  Em* 
ott,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsbor- 
ough,  Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph. 
Lewis,  junior,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy, 
John  Randolph,  WUliam  Reed,PhUip  Stuart,  Lewis  B. 
Sturges,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Laban  Wheaton,  and 
Leonard  White. 

The  next  and  last  resolution  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  Finance  provides  that  these  taxes 
shall  continue  no  longer  than  one  year  after  the 
conclusion  of  the  war.  Agreed  to— yeas  72,  nays 
27.  9Lsi  follows: 

YxAs — Willis  Alston,  junior,  WiUiam  Anderson, 
Stevenson  Archer,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  John  Baker,  David 
Bard,  BurweU  Bassett,  WUliam  W.  Bibb,  WUUam 
Blackledge,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Bredcenridge,  Robert 
Brown,  William  A.  BurweU,  WUUam  Butler,  John  C. 
Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  Matthew  Clay,  James 
Cochran,  Lewis  Condiet,  WUUam  Crawford,  Roger 
Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Eliaa  Earle,  Wil- 
liam Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson, 
Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy, 
Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  Aylett  Hawes,  John  M.  Hy- 
neman, Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  WiUiam 
R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Peter  Little,  WUliam  Lowndes, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Thomas  Moore,  WU- 
liam McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim, 
James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson, 
Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby, 
Israel  Pickens,  WUliam  Piper,  James  Pleasants,  jun., 
Benjamin  Pond,  WUliam  M.  Richardson,  John  Rhea, 
John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebenezer  Sage,  John 
Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  SmiUe, 
George  Smith,  John  Tattaferro«  Uri  Tracy,  Charles 
Turner,  junior,  William  .Widgery,  Thomas  WUson, 
and  Robert  Wright. 

Nats — Abijah  Bigelow,  Elijah  Brigham,  Epaphro- 
ditus Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Davenport, 
junior,  WiUiam  Ely,  James  Emott,  Asa  Fitch,  Charles 
Goldaborough,  Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Lyman  Law, 
Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Archibald  McBryde,  Jonathan 
O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior, 
Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  Wii* 
Uam  Reed,  Wmiam  Rodman,  Richard  Staniianl,  PhUip 
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Btuart,  Lewis  B.  StaigUj  BenJiiBun  TaHrodg»>  La- 
baa  WheatoOy  and  Leonard  White. 

The  questidn  was  then  taken  on  all  the  resola- 
tions,  taken  together,  and  agreed  to— yeas  56, 
liay»  34|  as  follows: 

Yeas — Willis  Alston,  William  Anderson,  Slevan- 
Bon  Archer,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Bnrwell  Bas- 
aett,  William  W.  Bibb,  WiUiam  Blackled^e,  Wiltiam 
A.  Burwell,  William  Batler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Lang- 
don  Cheves,  Matthew  Clay,  Lewis  Condift,  William 
Crawford,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha, 
Elias  Earle,  William  Findlej,  Meshack  Franklin, 
Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwjn,  Isaiah  L.  Green, 
Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,Obed  Hall,  Ajlett  Hawes, 
John  M.  flyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  William  R. 
King,  Abner  Lacock,  Peter  Little,  WiUiam  Lowndes, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Thomas  Moore,  William.  McCoy,  Samuel 
McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh 
Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel 
Pickens^  William  Piper,  James  Pleasants,  jun.^  Wil- 
liam M.  Richards,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan 
Roberts,  Ebeneser  Sage,  John  Sevier,  John  Smilie, 
George  Smith,  John  Taliaferro,  and  Charles  Turner,  jr. 

Nats — John  Baker,  Abijah  Bigelow,  James  Bredc- 
enridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Epaphroditus  Champion, 
Martin  Chittenden,  James  Cochran,  John  Davenport, 
jun.,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Asa  Fitch,  Charles 
Ooldsborough,  Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Lyman  Law, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Archibald  Mc- 
Bryde,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Thomas  Newbold,  Jo- 
seph Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Elisha  R.  Potter, 
Josiah  Quincy;  John  Randolph,  Wm.  Reed,  William 
Rodman,  Thomas  Sammons,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip 
Btuart,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Leon^ 
ard  White,  Thomas  Wilson,  and  Robert  Wright.   . 

The  resolutions  were  then  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  with  directions  to 
report  by  bilL 

CONSTITUTION  OF  ORLEANS. 

The  following  Message  was  reeeired  from  the 
Pbbsidbnt  op  the  Unitbd  States: 

7b  the  Smote  and  House  of 

RepreseniaiiveB  of  the  United  States  .* 

At  fbe  request  of  the  convention  assembled  in  the 
Territory  of  Orleans  on  the  23d  day  of  November  last, 
I  transmit  to  Congress  the  proceedings  of  that  body  in 
pursuance  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  the 
people  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans  to  form  a  constitu- 
tion and  State  government,  and  for  the  admission  of 
the  said  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with 
the  original  States,  and  for  other  purposes.** 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Mabch  8,  181B. 

The  Message  and  accompany iog  documents 
baring  been  read,  a  proposition  was  made  to  re- 
fer them  to  a  select  committee;  but,  before  it 
was  decided,  tbe  House  adjourned.  , 


Thursoay,  March  5. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  supplementary  to  the  act  for  raising  an  addi- 
tional military  force.  [The  object  of  the  bill  is, 
to  place  on  the  tame  footing,  as  to  rank,  all  the 
officers  of  each  grade  of  the  Army  who  may  be 
appointed  at  tbe  present  session,  to  as  to  allow 
naoro..  timB  for  a  pvopBr  aelBotkNi  of  tbo'  eBsdi* 


dates  for  mHiury  appototmenCai.]  '^^^  ^ 
of  tbe  bill  having  received  anme  aneadiam : 
was  ordered  lo  be  engroaaed  for  a  third  mizi 
Mr.  MooBE  remarked  that,  in  the  icysita  g 
discipline  for  tbe  Army  transmitted  to  Cssf^ 
doring  the  preseitt  session,  in  pursuance  of  a c^ 
from  the  House,  there  was  no  system  of  €^1 
pline  for  tbe  eavatry,  the  neee»ity  for  wbie&vi 
certainly  as  great  as  for  tbe  other  brandies  &:  i 
Army.  He,  therefore,  proposed  tbe  fall«T^ 
resolution : 

"  Reoohed,  That  the  President  of  tbe  Vtitsti  S:u 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  tbe  E!» 
system  of  rules  and  regulations  proper  to  be  ti  ;ti 
for  training  and  disciplining  tbe  cavalry  of  ihr  i.*: 
and  Militia  of  tbe  United  States.*' 

Agreed  to,  and  Mr.  Moobe  and  Mr.  Hisn 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  present  tbe  tag 
to  the  President. 

A  message  from  theBenate  informed  (btH:« 
tbat  tbe  Senate  -have  passed  tbe  biU  ^  to  th^:  ^ 
time  of  holding  the  Circuit  CoarCs  of  iheCH 
States  at  Knozrille,  in  tbe  district  of  Ea<:T'a 
nessee,**  with  amendments ;  and  the  bill '  nit^ 
further  appropriation  for  tbe  defence  of  ou'taan 
time  frontier/'  also  with  amendment*;  iar^d 
they  desire  tlie  concurrence  of  this  Hoase. 

CONSTITUTION  OF  ORLBAN& 

Tbe  House  resumed  tbe  considerariuasf^ 
motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  pending  wheo  the H.j 
yesterday  adjourned,  for  reference  of  tbe  t^'^ 
tution  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  PoiNDBXTER  Stated  that  tbe  fourth  <^*iJ 
of  the  act  of  the  last  session,  under  whic:  ^ 
constitution  bad  been  framed,  provided  ibata«| 
araie  instrument  shonid  be  transmitted  t^iCi 
gress  by  tbe  convention,  recognising  tbeFewA 
Constitution.  It  appeared  tbat  aifch  so  le^^ 
meat  bad  not  been  forwarded,  altbongh  tb«  F^ 
eral  Constitution  was  recognised  in  ibe  bi^i 
tbe  instrument  which  was  now  before  the  E<^ 
He,  therefore,  moved  an  amendment  goiD$»J 
Rtrnct  tbe  committee  to  inquire  into  the  fxp^ 
ency  of  repealing  so  mach  of  tbe  fonnb  »«' 
of  tbe  act  of  last  session,  as  reqaires  a  ^^ 
instrument  of  recognition. 

Mr.  Dawson  accepted  the  proposed  ■at*' 
tnent  as  a  part  of  his  motion. 

The  constitution  was  tbeti  committed,  vs 
this  instruction,  to  a  select  committee,  conp^ 
of  the  following  members,  viz :  Mr.  Div'^ 
Mr.  Macon,  Mr.  TROtJp,  Mr.  Jobnsos.  M 
FiNDLET,  Mr.  Bigelow,  and  Mr.  Porres. 

GENERAL  ST.  GLAIR. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright  the  House  rrd^ 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  th't 
for  the  relief  of  Arthur  St.  Clair.  Tbe  Ir/  < 
reets  tbe  allowance  at  the  Treasury,  to  tbeO^ 
eral,  of  ''the  sum  of  tt,800,  advanced  by  bit' 
'  the  26tb  of  October,  1776/for  the  recruitie:*^ 
'  vice,  witb  legal  interest  for  the  same  frocit^ 
'  date:  deducting  from  tbe  amount  $200 id niH 
*"  to  him  on  that  account  in  May,  1810,  asd  i^ 
'  tbe  baknee  be  pkvAf^  «c. 
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Proceedings, 


H.  OF  R. 


Much  debate  to6k  place  on  this  claim,  which 
was  opposed  and  supported  with  consid era bie  zeal. 

The  Com  ix)  it  tee  rose,  aod  reported  the  bill  with- 
out material  aaiendmenc. 

On'  uioiioQ  of  Mr.  Alston,  the  bill  was  then 
10  aoieoded  as  to  authorize  the  settlement  of  the 
claim  at  the  Treasury,  and  the  paymeni  to  Q«>o- 
eral  Sl  Clair  of  such  balance  as  may,  on  such 
leulemeot,  appear  to  be  due  to  him. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Nelson  to  re^ 
commit  the  bill,  with  a  view  to  expunging  the 
imendment  just  affreed  to;  because, Mr.  N.  said, 
Geoeral  St.  Clair^  accounts  having  been  burnt 
Id  the  War  Office,  it  would  be  impossible  that 
lie  could  e?er  bring  them  to  a  settlement  at  the 
Treasury. 

The  motion  to  recommit  was  agreed  to,  51  to 
17.  and  the  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
[Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bilL 

Mr.  Nelson  then  moved  to  erase  the  amend* 
neot  just  adopted  in  the  House  j  which  molioo, 
ifter  debate,  was  agreed  to ;  whea  the  bill  again 
»me  before  the  House,  but  before  they  decided 
)D  it.  a  mQiioD  was  made  to  Kdjourn,  and  carried, 
17  to  44. 


Fbidat  March  6, 

Mr.  Lewis  presented  a  memorial  of  John  Ma- 
iOD,uf  the  District  of  Columbia,  stating  the  many 
ocoDveniences  which  ^uld  result  from  the  cut- 
ing  ofa  canal  around  th^estern  end  of  the  cause- 
way leading  from  Mason's  Island  to  the  Virginia 
hore  of  the  Potomac  river,  and  praying  that,  in 
ase  a  canal  be  cut  around  the  said  causeway, 
he  ])roprietors  may  be  directed  to  conform  to 
eriain  stipulations  mentioned  in  the  memorial. 

Mr.  Lewis  also  presented  a  petition  of  the  Pre- 
identand  Directors  of  the  Georgetown  and  Al- 
xandria  Turnpike  Road  Company,  and  a  peti- 
ioQ  of  the  Mayor,.  Recorder,  Aldermen,  and 
Common  Council  of  Qeoreetown,  to  the  same 
fleet  with  the  memorial  of  John  Mason.— Re*- 
erred  to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Col- 
mbia. 

Mr.  Johnson  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Gen- 
ral  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  request- 
^g  the  Senators  and  Representatives  from  that 
Kate  in  Congress  to  use  their  best  exertions  to 
rocure  a  road  to  be  opened,  at  the  public  expense, 
:om  New  Orleans  to  the  State  of  Kentucky,  over 

route  designated  la  the  said  resolution* — Re- 
ared to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Mr.  Johnson  also  presented  aundry  resolutions 
nbe  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Kentucky, 
pon  the  subject  of  the  national  militia ;  which 
^11?  '^**'  *^^  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Gbolsom,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims. 
»*»ented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  N.  Stout ; 
^htch  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
""««  of  ihe  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  QnoLSON,  from  the  same  committee,  also 

ftich  was  read  twice,  and  eom^mitted  to  a  Com- 
»'«iee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next, 
ua  moUoa  of  Mr.  PqiMBWrw, 


Eeeolved,  That  Allan  B.  Magroder,  and  BH- 
gius  Fromentin,  agents  from  the  Territory  of  Or- 
leans, be  admitted  within  the  Hall  of  Representa- 
tives, anything  in  the  rules  and  orders  of  the 
Honse  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Niniaa 
Pinkney.  [Mr.  Pinkney  is  a  Captain  in  the  First 
Regiment  of  Infantry  or  the  United  Slates.  His. 
claim  is  for  services  rendered  under  an  appoint- 
ment as  Brigade  Major  of  the  Army  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  made  by  General  Wilkinson,  on  SOth 
June  1800,  and  subsequently  declared  by  the 
War  Department  to  have  been  unauthorized. 
He  praya  that  he  may  receive  credit  on  the  Ac* 
cuuntant's  books  for  money  drawn  as  compenaa- 
tioQ  for  the  services  rendered  whilst  actiog  in 
that  oapaoity,  as  his  ordinary  pay  is  now-detained 
to  that  amount.  The  amount  of  the  claim  4s 
somewhat  upwards  of  $700.]  After  considerable 
conversation  on  the  bill,  the  question  in  the  House 
on  its  fiassage  to  a  third  reading  was  negatived, 
44  to  39. 

The  bills  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Wilson  and 
the  relief  of  Thomas  Orr,  passed  through  Com- 
mittees of  the  Whole,  and  were  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  *'bill  to  alter  the  time  of  holcling  the  Circuit 
Courts  of  the  United  States  at  Knoxville,  in  the 
district  of  East  Tennessee,  in  the  Slate  of  Ten- 
nessee," were  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  House  took  up  the  order  of  the  day  being 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  General  St.  Clair. 

The  question  pending  when  the  House  yester- 
day adjourned  was  negatived,  50  to  44. 

The  bill  having  been  further  amended,  on  mo- 
tioii  of  Mr..  Roberts,  by  adding,  "  if  the  said  suni 
shall  be  found  due  to  him  on  a  final  settlement 
of  his  accounts  with  the  United  States" — wms 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  for  raising 
ao  additional  military  force,  was  reads  third  time 
and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  ''  respect- 
ing the  enrolling  ana  licensing  of  steamboats;'^ 
and,  after  aome  time  spent  therein,  the  bill  was 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to  be 
rend  the  third  time  to-day. 

The  House  resolved  itoelf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  removal 
of  the  causes  depending  in  the  respective  District 
Courts  of  the  United  States  in  case  of  the  disabil- 
ity of  the  ludges  tb^reof. 

The  bill  provides  ^  ihat  so  much  of  the  act  fur- 
ther to  amend  the  judicial  system  of  the  United 
States  pasfted  the  2Sth  of  March,  1809, as  requires 
the  application  of  the  district  attorney,  or  mar- 
shal of  the  district,  in  writing,  to  authorize  the 
exercise  of  the  power  therein  given  to  a  justice 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  shall 
be  and  hereby  is  repealed." 

It  appeared,  from  the  conversation  which  took 
place  on  this  bill,  that  the  District  Attorney  and 
Mnrahai  of  tbo  State  of  New  York,  had  withheld 
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the  written  application  required  by  taw  in  an  ex- 
isting case  or  the  absence  of  the  judge  of  that 
district  from  the  State.  The  object  of  the  bill 
was  stated  to  be,  to  make  it  the  duty  of  the  judge 
of  the  Supreme  Court  to  exercise  the  powers  in 
such  case  given  by  law,  on  satisfactory  evidence 
of  the  absence  or  inability  of  the  district  judge. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  House  and  drdered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

WEST  FLORIDA. 

Mr.  Johnson  submitted  the  following  resola- 
tion: 

**  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  situation  of  that  part  of  West  Florida 
west  of  the  Perdido  river,  the  poMeasion  of  which  was 
taken  under  the  proelamation  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  on  the  S7th  of  October,  1810,  and  that 
the  committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise." 

Mr.  PiTKtN  inquiring  the  particular  object  of 
this  motion — 

Mr.  Johnson  replied  that,  by  the  proclamation 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the  terri- 
tory embraced  by  the  resolution  was  attached  to 
the  Orleans  Territory.  It  is  well  known  that  the 
constitution  of  that  Territory,  in  conformity  to 
the  law  of  Congress,  had  arrived,  and  was  now  be- 
fore the  House.  The  Territory  in  question,  not 
being  included  within  the  limits  prescribed  for 
the  new  State,  must  either  be  attached  to  some 
other  government  or  included  in  a  separate  ad- 
ministration. In  addition  to  this  circumstance, 
there  were  many  grievances  of  which  the  people 
of  that  Territory  complained,  which  required  in- 
vestigation. He  had  a  number  of  memorials  in 
his  possession,  the  reference  of  which,  at  a  proper 
time,  he  would  move  to  that  committee. 

The  resolution  was  adopted,  and  Mr.  Johnson, 
Mr.  Pleasants,  Mr.  Frankun,  Mr.  Sevier,  and 
Mr*  Chittenden,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

TENNESSEE  LANDS. 

Mr.  Grordy  observed,  that  the  great  pressure 
of  business  of  a  general  nature  had  heretofore 

Prevented  him  from  calliiig  the  attention  of  the 
louse  to  a  subject  in  which  a  large  number  of 
his  constituents,  as  well  as  a  portion  of  the  citi- 
zens of  North  Carolina,  felt  a  deep  interest ;  that 
in  the  act  (eommooly  called  the  cession  actj 
passed  by  Norrh  Carolma,  by  which  that  State 
Tested  in  the  United  States  the  western  part  of 
that  State,  which  now  forms  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee— there  was  a  provision,  that  all  the  land 
claims  then  existing  against  North  Carolina  should 
be  satisfied  by  the  General  Government.  Con- 
IH'ess,  by  accepting  the  cession,  had  bound  the 
United  Slates  to  comply  with  the  condition  upon 
which  the  cession  was  made.  Although  the  Gen- 
eral Government  have  already  done  much  to- 
wards satisfying  those  claims,  still  much  remains 
to  be  done ;  and  the  inquiry  I  propose  to  institute 
(said  Mr.  G.)  is  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the 
propriety  of  taking  such  steps  as  will  procure  im- 
mediate  satisfaction  for  claims  which  have  already 
remained  too  long  unsatisfied.  It  will  be  proper 
to  observe,  that  the  United  States  at  this  rime 


hold  a  tract  of  country  in  West  Tenoes«».  - 
which  the  Indian  tide  has  been  extin^kfc 
So  far  as  relates  to  it,  there  can  be  no  doekk 
Congress  ought  to  act ;  and  as  this  will  prc^e;* 
an  iuTestigation  into  the  amount  of  ansisk! 
claims,  when  the  committee  report  on  this  x^ 
ject,  the  necessity  of  extinguishing  the  l&h: 
title  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying  these  zlhm 
will  be  apparent  to  that  departmeot  of  ibeO:^ 
ernraent,  within  whose  province  it  is  to  ^ 
treaties  with  the  Indian  tribes.  Mr.  G.  obrp. 
that  the  second  provision  of  bis  resolotioo  w?3-i 
be  rendered  more  material,  in  case  the  lodiis:: 
to  lands  in  West  Tennessee  should  not  be  i**^. 
ily  extinguished ;  and  all  who  had  any  knov.^ir 
of  the  origin  of  claims  in  that  part  of  the  ccs:r 
of  which  he  was  speaking,  would  readilpiiL 
it.  The  State  of  North  Carolina,  at  ao  ::.*:' 
period,  authorized  her  citizens  who  had  heldcliii: 
of  a  particular  description  against  that  Sute . 
locate  lands  in  that  part  of  the  coooirr  in  sl 
laciion  of  those  claims.  Many  eniries  were  mh 
the  witnesses  by  whom  the  objects  called  fern 
those  claims  oan  be  proved  are  hot  feir,  seJ  :ii 
number  rapidly  diminishing ;  besides,  ern  '^ 
objects  themselves,  on  which  the  validity  of  eui 
titles  may  depend,  may  so  change  in  alosf  i»£^ 
of  years,  that  the  witnesses,  if  alive,  maygj^s 
able  to  recognise  them.  I  wish  Con^re*-*:^ 
plainly  the  true  situation  in  whiehtho^ecltiriJ 
are  placed,  and  no  douf  t  can  be  enteruiod  '-i 
that  a  suitable  provision  will  be  made.  A:  p^ 
sent  the  laws  of  Congress  prohibit  aor  c.  :v 
from  going[  into  that  part  of  the  couotry.or  i  >i 
any  act  whatever  by  which  the  evidence -j:':^! 
claim  can  be  preserved.  These  men  are,  ['*J 
placed  in  this  condition :  they  have  paid  N::^ 
Carolina  for  the  iaods--the  United  States  :i^ 
pled^d  themKelves  that  they  shall  be  iAi:M 
and  Congress  by  law  have  prohibited  theciis 
ants  from  securing  those  claims.  This  isrertu-j 
doing  such  injustice  to  fair  purchasers,  tbatl)^ 
persuaded  this  resolution  will  not  only  beadop^ 
but  that  the  objects  I  have  in  view  will  beaci::^ 
as  speedily  as  the  existing  circQmstaBcesof::^ 
country  wilt  admit. 

The  followiog  is  the  resolution  offieredbrVr 
Qrcnot,  which  was  agreed  to : 

^*Re9ohed,  That  the  Committee  on  PoUk  Us-^ 
be  directed  to  inquire,  what  ftirther  prorifioos  t*!  ^ 
cessaiy  to  be  made  lor  satis^ing  such  dsinu  ^  ^ 
within  the  Sute  of  Tennessee,  as  are  recogsi^^ 
the  act  of  csssion  from  the  State  of  North  Cs^ 
to  the  United  States,  and  are  not  at  this  timt  k^iH 
and  that  they  also  inquire  into  the  proper  «tcpi  ^  * 
taken  for  perpetuating  the  testimony  snd  eitabii^ 
the  claims  to  lands  heretofofe  located  (agreeaUrts* 
laws  of  North  Carolina)  in  that  pitft  of  the  St^< 
Tennessee  to  which  the  Indian  tide  is  netextiiigui^ 
and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  oiber«» 

PORTIFICATION8. 

'  The  Hovse  took  op  the  Senate's  ameod 

to  the  bill  for  the  defence  of  our  maritime  1 

tier.    [The  amendment  redueestheapproprtir 

from  one  railiion  to  half  a  miUioQ  ofdoliars.] 

Meaara.  BLAOKtnMi  aod  Pottbb  opposed 
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imendmeocon  the  groaodof  tbe  iaezpedieoey  of 
ireakeQiDg  the  defence  of  oar  ports* 

The  question  oa  coocunreDce  was  decided  in 
ihe  affirmative— -yeas  60,  nays  50,  as  follows : 

YxMB-^WiVSm  AktoD,  jr.,  EttUel  Bacon,  David 
Bard,  WiUiam  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown, 
^Uliam  A«  BurweU,  William  BuUer,  John  C.  Cal- 
loan,  Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  William  Ciaw- 
ord,  Roger  Davis,  Joseph  Dedia,  Samnel  Dinsmoor, 
Slits  Earle,  William  Findley,  Meshack  Franklin, 
rhomas  Oholson,  Peteison  Goodwyn,  FcKt  Omndy, 
Ming  Hatt,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett 
Sawes,  Jacob  Hafty,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Joseph  Kent, 
Vbner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lefevcr,  Aaron  Lyie,  rfathan- 
el  Macon,  George  C.  Matwell,  Thomas  Moore,  Wil-' 
iam  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Am- 
lah  Metcalf,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Thos. 
^ewbold,  Israel  Pickens,  James  Pleasants,  jr.,  Benja- 
fiin  Pond,  Pater  B.  Porter,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane, 
l¥Uliam  Rodman,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebeneaer  'Seaver, 
kiDoel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith 
iVtlliam  Strong,  John  Taliaferro,  George  M.  Troup, 
Sobert  WhitehUl,  WilUam  Widgery,  and  Richard 
Winn. 

Nats — Stevenson  Archer,  John  Baker,  Bmrwell 
Sanett,  Ab^ah  Bigelow,  William  Blackledge,  Hsr- 
nanuu  Bleecker,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigham, 
Bpaphroditns  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Lewis 
!]!ondict,  John  Davenport;  jr.,  Wm.  Ely,  James  Emott, 
fames  Fisk,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles 
Soldsborough,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Richard 
fsckson,  jr.,  Wiitiam  R.  King,  Lytnan  Law,  Joseph 
Lewis,  jr.,  Peter  Little,  James  Milnor,  Jonathan  O. 
tfoseley,  Hugh  NekK>n,  Thomas  Newton,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  William  Reed,  Wiitiam 
W.  Richardson,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Jonathan  Roberts, 
Fhomas  Sammons,  John  Sevier,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Rioh- 
ird  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Stew,  Lewis  B.  Stoi^ 
^  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Taltmadge,  Uri  Tracy, 
Dharles  Turner,  jr.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White, 
rhomas  Wilson,  and  Robert  Wright 

So  the  appropriation  now  staods  at  $50(^000. 


Monday,  March  9. 

Mr.  Nbwton,  from  the  comaiittee  to  whom 
iras  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate  *"  to  promote 
*he  progress  of  science  and  useful  arts,  by  secur- 
ing, for  a  limited  time,  to  tbe  inventors^  the 
exclusive  right  to  their  respective  discoveries/' 
reported  feveral  amendmeots  thereto;  which 
Rrere  read,  and,  together  with  the  bill,  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Wednesday 
next. 

Mr.  Mitch  ILL  presented  the  petition  of  George 
Bla^den  and  others,  stating  that  they  have  claims 
KgaiDst  the  United  States  to  a  eonaiderable 
imoant  for  work  done  on  both  wingaof  the  Cap- 
itol, under  contracts  made  with  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Buildings ;  praying  that  some  provision 
nay  he  made  for  the  payment  of  the  same.^-Re* 
ferred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

UNCHARTERED  BANKS. 

Mr.  Qholsom  said,  he  bad  been  informed, 
through  the  newspapers  and  other  channels  en- 
titled to  his  confidence,  that  an  association  was 
forming  in  the. town  at  Alexftadria  to  eatabiish 


an  additional  bfuk  in  that  |klace  without  a  charter 
of  incorporation,  provided  the  petition  which  had 
been  presented  to  the  other  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature for  one  should  fail.  He  said  that  no  mem- 
ber would  more  cheerfully  than  himself  grant  to 
that  association  a  baok  charter,  if  the  propriety 
or  utility  of  such  a  measure  could  be  shown.  He, 
however,  had  always  been  decidedly  opposed  to 
the  establishment  of  banks  without  legal  author- 
ity. Many  parts  of  the  Union  had,  be  believed, 
suffered  from  the  inundation  of  paper  emitted  by 
unauthorized  institutions  of  this  sort.  He  was 
unwilling  that  this  District  should  participate  of 
such  an  evil.  He  would  therefore  submit  to  the 
Honae  the  following  resolution : 

Resokfed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  IHstrict  of 
Columbia  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  prohibiting  within  said  District  the  circulation  of  the 
notes  of  any  bank  not  established  by  law,  and  that  they 
have  leave  to  report  by  tnU  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Little  moved  that  the  resolution  lie  on 
the  table ;  as  he  was  informed  that  the  associa- 
tion to  which  the  gentleman  had,  alluded,  was 
about  applying  for  a  charter. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Gbolbok  was  opposed  by 
Mr.  Alston  on  the  ground  ol  tbe  impropriety  of 
Congress  legislating  on  this  subject,  unless,  in- 
deed, it  were  to  msike  every  individual  responsi- 
ble for  the  notes  of  tbe  bank,  dec.  It  was  support- 
ed by  Mr.  Bassett,  who  deprecated  the  over- 
whelming torrent  of  bank  paper,  which  flooded 
(he  country,  whichSmi^bt eventually  much  injure 
thoae  plantera  of  Virginia  or  Maryland  who  should 
place  confidence  in  the  paper  of  uncbartered  banks, 
and  by  the  inaolvency  of  sueh  institutions  be  left 
without  redress. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

BRITISH  INTRIGUBS. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Prbsidbrt  of  the  UNiTBn  States  : 
To  ike  Senate  and  House  of 

RepreaentoHves  of  the  United  States,' 

I  lay  before  Congress  copies  of  certain  documents 
which  remain  in  the  Department  of  State.  They 
prove  that  at  a  recent  period,  whilst  the  United  States, 
notwithstanding  the  wrongs  sustained  by  them,  ceased 
not  to  observe  the  laws  of  peace  and  neutrality  towards 
Great  Britain,  and  in  the  midst  of  amicable  professions 
and  negotiations  on  the  part  of  the  British  Government, 
through  its  public  Ministers  here,  a  secret  agent  of  that 
Government  was  employed  in  certain  States,  more  es- 
pecially at  the  seat  of  Government  in  Massachusetts, 
in  fomenting  disaffection  to  the  constituted,  authorities 
of  the  nation;  and  in  intrigues  with  the  disaffected  for 
the  purpoae  of  bringing  alK>ut  resistance  to  the  laws ; 
and  eventually,  in  concert  with  a  British  force,  of  de- 
stroying the  Union  and  forming  the  Eastern  part  there* 
of  into  a  political  connexion  with  Great  Britain. 

In  addition  to  the  effect  which  the  discovery  of  such 
a  procedure  ought  to  have  on  the  Public  Councils,  it 
will  not  fail  to  reader  more  dear  to  the  hearts  of  all  good 
dtisens  that  happy  Union  of  these  States,  which,  under 
Divine  Providence,  is  the  guarantee  of  their  Uberties, 
their  safety,  their  tranquillity,  and  their  prosperity. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

MABca  9»  1818. 
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Jd**  Mtttry  to  jHry  Jfenrod 

Phixadxlphia,  February  20,  1812. 

Sir:  Much  observation  and  eiperience  have  con- 
vinced me,  that  the  injuries  and  insults  with  which  the 
United  States  have  been  so  long  and  so  frequently 
visited,  and  which  cause  their  present  emburrassment, 
have  been  owing  to  an  opinion  entertained  by  foreign 
States,  **  that  in  any  mcasnre  tending  to  wound  their 
pride,  or  provoke  their  hostility,  the  Government  of 
this  country  could  never  induce  a  great  majority  of  its 
citisens  to  concur.** — ^And  as  many  of  the  evils  which 
flow  from  the  influence  of  this  opinion  on  the  pMicy  of 
foreign  nations,  may  be  removed  by  any  act  tiiat  can 
produce  unanimity  among  all  parties  in  America«  I  vol- 
untarily tender  to  you,  sir,  such  means,  as  I  poesesa, 
towards  promoting  so  desirable  and  important  en  ob- 
ject i  which,  if  accomplished,  cannot  fail  to  extinguish, 
perhaps  forever,  those  expectations  abroad,  which  may 
protract  indefinitely  an  accommodation  of  existing  dif- 
ferences, and  check  the  progress  of  industry  and  pros- 
perity in  this  rising  Empire. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  documents 
end  correspondence  relating  to  an  important  mission 
in  which  I  was  employed  by  Sir  James  Craig,  the  late 
Governor  General  of  the  Dritish  Provinces  in  North 
America,  in  the  Winter  of  the  year  1809. 

The  publication  of  these  papers  will  demonstrate  a 
fact  not  less  valuable  than  the  good  already  proposed  ;  it 
win  prove  that  no  reliance  ought  to  be  placed  on  the 
profiMSions  of  good  faith  of  an  Administration,  which, 
oy  a  series  of  disastrous  events,  has  fallen  into  such 
hands  as  a  Cafetlefeagh,  a  Wellesley,  or  a  Liverpool — 
I  Blu>uld  rather  say  into  the  hands  of  the  stupid  subal- 
terns, to  whom  Uie  pleasures  and  the  indolence  of  thoee 
Ministers  have  consigned  it 

In  contributing  to  the  good  of  the  United  States  by 
an  exposition  which  cannot  (I  think)  fiiil  to  solve  and 
melt  all  division  and  disunion  among  its  citisens,  I 
flatter  myself  with  the  fond  expectation  that  when  it  is 
made  public  in  England  it  will  add  one  great  motive  to 
the  many  that  already  eziet,  to  induce  that  nation  to 
withdraw  its  confidence  from  men  vrhose  polittoal 
career  is  a  fruitful  source  of  injury  and  embarraasment 
in  America ;  of  injustice  and  misery  in  Ireland ;  of 
distress  and  apprehension  in  England;  and  con- 
tempt everywhere.  In  making  this  communication 
to  you,  sir,  I  deem  it  incumbent  on  me  distinctly  and 
unequivocally  to  state  that  I  adopt  no  party  views ; 
that  I  have  not  changed  any  of  my  political  opinions ; 
that  I  neither  seek  nor  desire  the  patronage  nor  coun- 
tenance of  any  Government  nor  of  any  party ;  and  that, 
in  addition  to  the  motives  already  expressed,  I  am  influ- 
enced by  a  just  resentment  of  the  perfidy  and  dishonor 
of  those  who  first  violated  the  conditions  upon  which  I 
received  their  confidence ;  who  have  injured  me  and 
disappointed  the  expectations  of  my  friends,  and  left  me 
BO  choice  but  between  a  degrading  acquiescence  in  in- 
justice, and  a  retaliation  which  is  necessary  to  secure 
to  me  my  own  respect. 

This  wound  will  be  felt  where  it  is  merited  ;  and  if 
Sir  James  Craig  still  Kve,  his  share  of  the  pain  will  ex- 
cite no  sympathy  among  those  who  are  at  all  in  the 
eecret  of  our  connexion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  ser- 
▼aAty  dec 

J.  HENRY. 
To  Hon.  Jaxxs  Mohros, 

Secretary  of  Staie^  4rc 


No.K 

Mr.  Ryland,  Secretary  to  Sir  Jasiee  Crei|r»  l^te  Gor- 
emer  General  of  the  Britirii  Provincea  in  Nortii 
Amenea,  to  Mr.  Heniy. 

Appkeatian  to  un4erUtke  the  Mfnsen  to  ike  UmiUd 

Staiet. 

[Most  secret  and  oonfidentia].] 

Qjjxmtc,  January  ^f  1S09. 

Mt  Dxan  Sir :  The  extraordinary  etale  of  thiage at 
this  time  in  the  neighboring  Statee  hsR  soCTcated  ts 
the  Govemor-in*Chief  the  idea  of  employing  you  oo  a 
eecret  and  confidential  mission  to  Baeton»  provided  an 
arrangement  can  be  made  to  meet  the  important  end 
in  view,  without  throwing  an  absolute  obetRcle  in  the 
way  of  your  profeasiooal  pursuits.  The  inlbrBiatioa 
and.  pdiitical  obeervationa  heretolbre  lecetved  from  you 
were  transmitted  by  hie  Bxoetleney  to  tlie  Secretary 
of  State,  who  has  expressed  hia  particular  approbatioB 
of  (hem ;  and  there  ia  no  doubt  that  your  able  execo* 
tion  of  such  a  mission  as  I  have  suggeeted,  would  give 
yott  a  claim,  not  only  on  the  Governor  Ganeral,  bot 
on  His  Majeety's  Ministers,  whioh  might  oventuaJiy 
contribute  to  your  advantage.  You  will  have  the  good- 
neas,  thereibre,  to  acquaint  me,  for  his  Excellency'a 
information,  whether  you  eould  make  it  convenient  to 
engage  in  a  mission  of  this  nature,  and  what  pecuni- 
ary assistance  would  be  requisite  to  «nahle  you  to 
undertake  it,  without  injury  to  yourseUl 

At  present,  it  is  only  neoessaiy  for  me  to  add,  thai 
the  Governor  would  furnish  yon  with  a  cipher  lor  csr- 
ryiag  on  your  correspondence ;  and  that,  in  eaee  the 
leading  party  in  any  of  the  States  wished  to  open  a 
communiGatton  with  this  Gbvernment,  their  viewa might 
be  communicated  through  you. 

I  am,  with  great  truth  and  regard,  nay  dear  air,  yeor 
moet  faithful,  humble  eervant, 

HERMAN  W.  JiYLANJ>. 

JoHs  HavRx,  Esq. 

No.«. 

General  Instmolione  frote  Sir  J.  H.  Craig  to  Mr.  Henry, 

respecting  his  Secret  Mission. 

IK$  Exceilen^  the  0apemor4n^CAief*9  Luirueiimt 
to  Mr,  Henry  f  of  February^  18U9. 

[Most  secret  and  confidentiaL]  ' 

QuxRxc,  February  6,  1809. 

Sir  :  As  you  have  so  readily  undertaken  the  eervioe 
which  I  have  suggested  to  you,  as  being  likelj  to  be 
attended  with  much  benefit  to  the  public  interests,  I 
am  to  request,  that,  with  your  earliest  convenience,  you 
will  proceed  to  Boston. 

The  principal  object  that  I  recommend  to  your  atten- 
tion, is,  the  endeavor  to  obtain  the  most  accurate  inlbr- 
mation  of  the  true  state  of  affairs  In  that  part  of  the 
Union,  which,  from  its  wealth,  the  number  of  its  inhab- 
itanta,  and  the  known  intelligence  and  ability  of  several 
of  ita  leading  men,  mult  naturally  poaseae  a  very  con- 
siderable inflnence  over,  and  vrill  indeed  probably  lead 
the  other  Eastern  States  of  America  in  the  part  that 
they  may  take  at  this  important  criais. 

I  shall  not  pretend  to  point  out  to  you  the  mode  by 
which  you  will  be  most  likely  to  obtain  this  important 
information ;  your  own  judgment,  and  the  connexiona 
whkh  you  may  have  ia  the  town,  must  be  your  guide. 
I  thiok  it,  however,  neeeaory  to  pat  you  on  your  guard 
against  the  aangoineaese  of  an  aepiriag  perly.  The 
as  I  uadpnt^d^  hfiie  at  all  ttmca  diecov* 
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ired  a  leaniog  to  tliit  disposition ;  and'theirheingf  ancl«r 
to  particular  influence,  at  this  moment,  is  the  more  to 
ye  expected,  from  their  having  no  ill-founded  groujid 
or  their  hopes  of  being  nearer  the  attainment  of  thjeir 
)bject  than  they  have  been  for  some  years  past 

In  the  general  terms  ^hich  I  have  made  use  of  in 
leacribing  the  object  which  I  recommend  to  your  atten- 
ion,  it  is  scarcely  necessary  that  I  should  observe,  I 
ficlade  the  state  of  the  public  opinion,  both  with  regard 
0  tl&eir  internal  poUtic«»and  to  the  probability  of  &  war 
wiikx  England;  the  comparative  strength  of  the  two 
^eat  parties  into  which  the  country  is  divided,  and  ^e 
rieinrs  and  designs  of  that  which  may  ultimately  prevail. 

It  has  been  supposed,  that,  if  the  Federalists  of  the 
Bastern  States  snould  be  successful  in  obtaining  that 
iecided  influence,  which  may  enable  them  to  direct  the 
}ublic  opinion,  it  is  not  improbable,  that,  rather  than . 
iubmit  to  a  continuance  of  the  difficulties  and  distress 
o  iMrhich  they  are  now  subject,  the^r  wiU  exert  that 
nflueoce  to  bring  about  a  separation  from  the  general 
Union.  The  earliest  information  on  this  subject  may 
)e  or  great  consequence  to  our  Government,  as  it  may 
iIbo  be,  that  it  should  be  informed  how  far,  in  such  an 
svent,  they  would  look  up  to  England  for  assistance, 
3r  be  disposed  to  entrr  into  a  conneiion  with  us. 

Although  it  would  be  highly  inexpedient  that  you 
»hoald  in  any  manner  appear  as  an  avowisd  agent,  yet, 
if  jou  could  contrive  to  obtain  an  intimacy  with  any 
)f  the  leading  party,  it  may  not  be  improper  that  you 
should  insinuate,  (though  with  great  caution,)  that,  if 
they  should  wish  to  enter  into  any  communication  with 
)ar  Government,  through  me,  you  are  Jiuthorixed  to 
receive  any  such,  and  will  safely  transmit  it  to  dm. 
And  as  it  may  not  be  impossible  that  they  should  require 
lomc  document,  by  which  they  may  be  assured  that 
jrou  are  really  in  the  situation  in  which  you  represent 
purself,  I  enclose  a  credential  to  be  produced  in  that 
riew.  But,  I  most  particularly  enjoin  and  direct  that 
jroa  do  not  make  any  use  of  tms  paper,  unless  a  desire 
to  that  purpose  should  be  expressed,  and  unless  you 
lee  good  ground  for  expecting  that  the  doing  so  may 
lead  to  a  more  confidential  communication  than  ypu 
can  otherwise  look  for. 

In  passing  through  the  State  of  Vermont,  you  will 
of  eourse  exert  your  endeavors  to  procure  all  the  infor- 
mation that  the  short  stay  you  will  probably  make 
there  will  admit  of.  You  will  use  your  own  discretion 
as  to  delaying  your  journey  with  this  view,  more  or 
less,  in  proportion  to  your  prospects  of  obtaining  anj 
information  of  consequence. 

I  request  to  hear  from  you  as  frequently  as  possible, 
and  as  letters  directed  to  n^e  might  excite  suspicion,  it 
may  be  as  well  that  you  put. them  under  cover  to  Mr* 

,  and  as  even  the  addressing  letters  always  to  the 

same  person  might  attract  notice,  I  recommend  your 
sometimes  addressing  your  packet  to  the  Chief  Justice 
here,  or  occasionally,  though  seldom*  to  Mr.  Ryland, 
but  never  with  the  addition  of  his  official  description. 
I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
JoHH  HxxRT,  Esq.  J.  H.  CRAIG 


Ccpif  of  the  *'  eredeniioT*  ginen  by  Sir  James  Craig 

tB  Mr,  Henry, 

The  bearer,  Mr,  John  Henry,  u  employed  by  me, 
and  fiitl  confidence  may  be  placed  in  him  for  any  com- 
munication which  any  person  may  wish  to  make  to  me 
in  the  business  committed  to  him.  In  faith  of  which 
I  have  given  him  this  under  my  hand  aiid  seal  at  Que- 
bec, the  6th  day  of  February,  1609. 


Ipopies  df  the  letters  from  Mr.  Henry  to  Sir  James 
Craig,  relative  to  his  mission  to  the  United  States,  in 
the  year  1809.] 

No.  1. 
Annoer  to  the  letter  of  Mr,  Secretary  Ryland,  propoe* 

ing  the  miman^  ice, 

MoiTTBKiL,  Jan,  31,  1809. 
'8fR :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  favor  of  your  letter 
of  the  36th  instant,  written  by  the  desire  of  his  Excel- 
lency, the  Governor-in-Chief,  and  hasten  to  express, 
through  you,  to  his  Excellency,  my  readiness  to  com- 
ply with  his  wishes. 

I  need  not  add  how  very  flattering  it  is  to  receive 
from  His  Excellency  the  assurance  of  the  approbation 
of  His  Majesty's  Secretary  of  Stats,  for  the  very  hum- 
ble services  that  I  may  have  rendered. 

\{  the  nature  of  the  service  in  which  I  am  to  be  en- 
gaged will  require  no  other  disbursements  than  for  my 
individual  expenses,  I  do  not  apprehend  that  these  can 
exceed  my  private  resources. 

I  shall  be  ready  to  take  my  departure  before  my  in- 
structions can  be  made  out 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  H. 

H.  W.  RrXAirD,  Esq.,  Secretary,  ^e. 

No.  2. 

7b  Hii  Excellency  the  Governor  General,  ^c,,  in  ofi- 
etoer  to  hie  letter  of  instructions,  4'C. 

MoKTBXAi.,  Feb,  10,  1809. 
Sia :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  Excellency's  letter  of  instructions,  the  letter  of 
credence,  and  the  cipher  fur  carrying  on  my  corre- 
spondence. I  have  bestowed  much  pains  upon  the 
cipher,  and  am,  notwithstanding  this,  deficient  in  some 

r>ints  which  might  enable  me  to  understand  it  clearly, 
have  compared  the  example  with  my  own  exemplifi- 
cation of  the  cipher,  and  find  a  difference  in  the  re- 
sults ;  and  as  the  present  moment  seems  favorable  to 
the  Interference  of  His  Majesty's  Government  in  the 
measures  pursued  by  the  Federal  party  in  the  North- 
ern States,  and  more  especially  as  the  Assembly  of  Mas- 
sachusetts is  now  in  session,  I  think  it  better  to  set 
forward  im mediately « than  wait  for  any  further  expla- 
nation of  the  means  of  carrying  on  a  secret  correspond- 
ence, which  the  frequency  of  safe  private  conveyances 
to  Canada  will  render  almost  wholly  unnecessary. 
Should  it,  however,  be  necessary  at  any  time,  I  take 
leave  to  suggest  that  the  index  alone  furnishes  awery 
safe  and  simple  mode.  In  it  there  is  a  number  for 
every  letter  in  the  alphabet,  and  particular  numbers 
for  particular  phrases ;  so  that  when  I  do  not  find  in  the 
index  the  particular  word  I  want,  I  can  spell  it  with 
the  figures  which  i^tand  opposite  to  the  letters.  For 
example,  if  I  want  to  say  that  *'  troops  are  at  Albany," 
I  find  under  the  letter  T,  that  No.  16  stands  for  ''troops," 
and  number  125  for  "Albany ;  the  intervening  words 
*'  are  at"  I  supply  by  figures  corresponding  with  the 
letters  in  these  words. 

It  will  be  necessary  to  provide  against  accident  by 
addressing  the  letters  to  Mr. ,  of  Montreal,  with  a 


small  mark  on  the  comer  of  the  envelope,  which  he, 
I  will  understand.  When  he  receives  it  he  will  then, 
address  the  enclosiHre  to  your  Excellency,  and  send  it 
from  Montreal  by  mail.  I  will  be  careful  not  to  address 
your  Excellency  in  the  body  of  the  letter,  nor  sign  my 
name  to  any  of  them.  They  will  be  merely  designated 
by  the  initials  A.  B. 
If  this  mode  should,  in  any  respeet,  appter  ezeep- 
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iiontble,  your  Excellency  will  have  the  gotodnees  to 
order  a  more  particular  explanation  of  the  card.    It 

would  reach  me  in  safety  enclosed  to ,  Boston. 

I  hate  the  honor  to  be,  with  profound  respect,  your 
Excellency's  roost  obedient  Ferrant,  Ac  J.  H.    . 

No.  3. 

BrBLiNOTox,  (Vt^)  Feb.  14,  1809. 

8iB :  I  have  remained  here  two  days  in  order  full^ 
to  ascertain  the  progress  of  the  arrangements  hereto- 
fore made  for  organizing  an  efficient  opposition  to  the 
General  Government,  as  well  as  to  become  acquainted 
with  the  opinions  of  the  leading  people  relative  to  the 
measures  oj  that  party  which  has  the  ascendant  in  the 
National  Councils. 

On  the  subject  of  the  embargo  laws  there  seems  to 
be  but  one  opinion :  namely,  that  they  are  unnecessary, 
oppressive,  and  unconstitutional.  It  must  also  be  ob- 
served, that  the  execution  of  them  is  so  invidjous  as  to 
attract  toward  the  officers  of  Government  the  enmity 
of  the  people,  which  is  of  course  transferable  to  the 
Government  itself;  so  that,  in  case  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts should  take  any  bold  step  toward  resisting  the 
execution  of  these  laws,  it  is  highly  probable  that  it 
may  calculate  upon  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Vermont. 

I  team  that  the  Governor  of  this  State  is  now  visit- 
ing the  towns  in  the  northern  section  of  it,  and  makes 
no  secret  of  his  determination,  as  Commander-in-Cbief 
of  the  militia,  to  refuse  obedience  to  any  command 
from  the  General  Government  which  can  tend  to  inter- 
rupt the  good  understanding  that  prevails  between  the 
citizens  of  Vermont  and  His  Majesty's  subjects  in  Can- 
ada. It  is  further  intimated  that,  in  case  of  a  war,  he 
will  use  his  influence  to  preserve  this  State  neutral,  and 
resist,  with  all  the  force  he  can  command,  any  attempt 
to  make  it  a  party.  I  need  not  add  that,  if  these  reso- 
lutions are  carried  into  effect,  the  State  of  Vermont 
may  be  considered  as  an  ally  of  Great  Britain. 

To  what  extent  the  sentiments  which  prevail  in  this' 
quarter  exist  in  the  neighboring  States,  or  even  in  the 
eastern  section  of  this  State,  I  am  not  able  to  conjec- 
ture. I  only  say  with  certainty,  that  the  leading  men 
'  of  the  Federal  party  act  in  concert ;  and  therefore  in- 
fer that  a  common  sentiment  pervades  the  whole  body 
throughout  New  England. 

I  have  seen  a  letter  from  a  gentleman  now  in  Wash- 
ington to  his  correspondent  in  this  place ;  and,  as  its 
contents  may  serve  to  throw  some  light  on  passing 
events  there,  I  shall  send  either  the  original,  or  a  copy, 
with  ^is  despatch.  The  writer  of  the  letter  is  a  man 
of  character  and  veracity ;  and,  whether  competent  or 
not  to  form  correct  opinions  himself,  is  probably  within 
the  reach  of  all  the  knowledge  that  can  be  obtained  by 
the  party  to  which  he  belongs. 

It  appears  by  his  statement  that  there  is  a  very  form- 
idable majority  in  Congress  on  the  side  of  the  Admin- 
istration ;  notwithstanding  which,  there  is  every  rea- 
son to  hope,  that  the  Northern  States,  in  their  distinct 
capacity,  will  unite,  and  resist,  by  force,  a  war  wiUi 
Great  Britain.  In  what  mode  this  resistance  will  first 
show  itself  is  probably  not  yet  determined  upon ;  and 
may,  in  some  measure,  depend  upon  the  reliance  that 
the  leading  men  may  place  upon  assurances  of  support 
from  His  Majesty's  representative  in  Canada ;  and  as 
I  shall  be  on  the  spot  to  tender  this  whenever  the  mo- 
ment arrives  that  it  can  be  done  with  effect,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  all  their  measures  may  be  made  subordinate 
to  the  intentions  of  His  Majesty's  Government.  Great 
pains  are  taken  by  the  men  of  talents  and  intelligence 


to  confirm  the  fears  of  the  common  people,  uuikt 
concurrience  of  the  Southern  Democnts  i&  tbc  pt^- 
jects  of  France ;  and  everything  tends  to  entoiiift 
the  belief,  that  the  dissolution  of  the  Confedenq  wH 
be  accelerated  by  the  spirit  which  now  acduta  ^ 
political  parties.    I  am,  ^cc  A.B> 

No.  4. 

Wurneom,  (Vt,)  f^.  \%  IMi 
8iB  :     My  last  (No.  3)  wa^  vrritten  at  Boriiagte. 
the  principal  town  in  the  nortiiem  part  of  tbe&sie^ 
Vermont.    I  am  now  at  the  principal  town  ii  dt 
eastern  aection. 

The  fallacy  of  men's  opinions,  when  they  letdR 
the  influence  of  sensibility,  and  are  strongly  exctid^ 
those  hopes  which  always  animate  a  rising  puti.lei! 
me  to  doubt  the  correctness  of  the  opinionB  wbh ! 
received  in  the  northern  section  of  this  State;  wbai 
from  itfc  contiguity  to  Canada  and  necessary  aur- 
course  with  Montreal,  has  a  stronger  interest  is  p- 
moting  a  good  understanding  with  His  MajeBtT'sG?T- 
emment.  Therefore,  since  my  departure  6qd  Bc;- 
lington,  I  have  sought  every  &vorabIe  occasioo  of c& 
versing  with  the  Democrats  on  the  probabk  rcAhti 
the  policy  adopted  by  the  General  GovernmexrL  Br 
difference  of  opinion  is  thus  expressed.  The  Feden! 
party  declare  that,  in  the  event  of  a  war,  the  Stitr  s 
Vermont  will  treat  separately  for  itself  with  GreilBai- 
ain  ;  and  support  to  Utte  utmost  the  stipoktioos  ii& 
which  it  may  enter,  without  any  regard  to  the  p^ 
of  the  General  Government  The  DemocrstK,o&Qr 
other  hand,  assert,  that  in  such  a  case  u  that  cooto- 
plated,  the  people  would  be  nearly  divided  into  eea 
numbers ;  one  of  which  would  support  the  Gofes- 
ment,  if  it  could  be  done  without  involving  the  pe^ 
in  a  civil  war,  but,  at  all  events,  would  risk  ereiTthisf 
in  preference  to  a  coalition  with  Great  Brituo.  Tb 
dimrence  of  opinion  is  not  to  be  wholly  ascribed  to  ti^ 
prejudices  of  party.  The  people  in  the  eastern  sedia 
of  Vermont  are  not  operated  upon  by  the  same  ^ 
and  fears  as  those  on  the  borders  of  the  British  cetor 
They  are  not  dependent  on  Montreal  for  the  sak  ^ 
their  produce  nor  the  supply  of  foreign  commo&io- 
They  are  not  apprehensive  of  any  serious  daogen  s 
inconvenience  from  a  state  of  war;  and  althongb  thr 
admit  that  the  Governor,  Council,  and  three-foortk^f 
the  representation  in  Congress  are  of  the  Federal  pti?- 
yet  they  do  not  believe  that  the  State  would  stud  s^ 
and  resist  the  National  GovemmenL  Thejdsie^ 
however,  deny  that,  should  the  State  of  VermaDtc» 
ttntie  to  be  represented  as  it  is  at  present,  it  wonM  - 
all  probability  unite  with  the  neighboring  Sutesinsf 
serious  plan  of  resistance  to  a  war  which  it  mighty 
eippedient  to  adopt.  This,  I  think,  is  the  safer  ofsM 
for  you  to  rely  on ;  if,  indeed,  reUance  oaght  t^  ^ 
placed  on  any  measure  depending  upon  the  mM\^ 
rabble,  which  is  ever  changing,  and  must  em  ^ 
Ddarked  with  ignorance,  caprice,  and  incoosiflteik'j 
As  the  crisis  approaches,  thedifficulty  of  decidiDf8p<s 
a  hazardous  alternative  will  increase ;  and,  oaftrti- 
nately,  there  is  not  in  Vermont  any  man  of  comiaisi^ 
ing  talents  capable  of  attracting  general  ooafidcace.^ 
infusing  into  the  people  lus  «wn  ^irit;  and,  asi^ 
the,  confusion  of  conflicting  opinions^  dangers,  and  ooa- 
motion,  competent  to  lead  in  the  path  of  duty  or  sa^ 
ty.  The  Governor  is  an  industrious,  prudent  m»D,  a&^ 
has  more  personal  influence  than  any  other ;  hot  ^ 
abilities  are  not  suited  to  the  situatiou  in  which  a  an 
war  would  place  him.    I  am,  dec.  A.  B> 


1169 


mSTORT  OF  G0N6RBSS. 


1170 


tfARCB,  1812. 


BrUuk  Ifitrigwu* 


H.  OP  R- 


No.  6. 
AMMUtT,  (N.  H.O  Fdf,  28,  1809. 

8xB :  A  gpentleman  going  direct  to  Canada  afforda  a 
afe  and  favorable  opportunity  of  giving  yon  some  fur- 
Jier  account  of  my  progreaa. 

I  will  not  make  nae  of  the  post  offices  when  I  can 
iToid  it,  because  private  occasions  supersede  the  ne- 
cessity of  writing  m  cipher ;  and  the  contempt  of  de- 
ency  and  principles,  which  forms  part  of  the  morals 
»f  the  subaltern  officers  of  a  democracy,  would  incline 
hem  to  break  a  seal  with  the  same  indtfierence  that 
hey  break  their  words,  when  either  curiosity  or  inter- 
!8t  18  to  be  indulged. 

1  have  not  had  sufficient  time  nor  evidence  to  enaUe 
De  to  form  any  opinion  for  myself,  of  the  lengths  to 
rfaich  the  Federal  party  will  carry  their  opposition  to 
he  National  Government  in  the  event  of  a  war;  much 
Day  be  inferred  from  the  result  of  the  election  of  Gov- 
fnors  which,  within  two  months,  will  be  made  in  the 
States  of  Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire,  and  Rhode 
siand.  From  all  I  know,  and  all  f  can  learn  of  the 
General  Government,  I  am  not  apprehensive  of  an  im- 
Dediate  war.  The  embargo  is  the  favorite  measure  \ 
ind  it  is  probable  that  other  means  will  be  employed  to 
excite  England  to  commit  some  act  of  hostility,  for  the 
«le  purpose  of  placing  the  rissponsibility  of  war  ^n 
hat  country.  This  I  most  particularly  recommend  to 
he  consideration  of  Ministers.  The  dread  of  oppoei- 
ion»  and  of  the  loss  of  popularity,  will  certainly  keep 
he  ruling  party  at  Washington  inactive.  They  will 
isk  anything  but  the  Idas  of  power ;  ^nd  they  are  well 
iware,  that  their  power  would  pass  away  with  the  first 
:alamity  which  their  measures  might  bring  upon  the 
tommon  people,  from  whom  that  power  emanates,  un- 
esa,  indeed,  they  could  find  a  sufficient  excuse  in  the 
induct  of  Great  Britain.  This  impression  cannot  be 
00  deeply  felt  by  His  Majesty's  Ministers;  nor  too 
videly  spread  throughout  the  British  nation.  It  wUl 
umish  a  sure  guide  in  every  policy  that  may  be  adopt- 
ed toward  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec.  A.  B. 

No.  6. 

BosToir,  Harek  5,  1809. 

SiB  :  I  am  favored  with  another  opportunity  of  writ- 
ng  to  you  by  a  private  conveyance ;  and  think  it  prob- 
ible,  at  this  season,  that  the  frequency  of  these  will 
ender  it  unnecessary  to  write  to  you  in  cipher. 

It  does  not  yet  appear  necessary  that  I  should  dis- 
:oTer  to  any  person  the  purpose  of  my  visit  to  Boston ; 
tor  is  it  probable  that  I  snail  be  compelled,  for  the  sake 
>f  gaining  more  knowledge  of  the  arrangements  of  t^e 
'^cderal  party  in  these  States,  to  avow  myself  as  a  reg- 
ilar  authoriced  agent  of  the  British  Government,  even 
0  those  individuals  who  would  feci  equally  bound  with 
nyaelf  to  preserve,  with  the  utmost  inscrutability,  so 
nportant  a  secret  from  the  public  eye.  I  have  suffi- 
Hent  means  of  information  to  enable  me  to  judge  of 
he  proper  period  for  offering  the  co-operation  of  Great 
Britain,  and  opening  a  correspondence  between  the 
governor  General  of  British  America,  and  those  indi- 
^duals  who,  from  the  part  they  take  iu  the  opposition 
0  the  National  Government,  or  the  influence  they  may 
possess  in  any  new  order  of  things  that  may  grow  out 
>f  the  present  differences,  should  be  qualified  to  act  on 
>ehalf  of  the  Northern  States.  An  apprehension  of 
my  such  state  of  things  as  is  pre-eupposed  by  these 
emarks,  begins  to  subside,  since  it  has  appeared,  by  the 
induct  of  the  General  Government,  that  it  is  seriously 


alanned  at  the  me&aoing  attitude  of  the  Noitiiem 

States.  But,  although  it  ia  believed  that  there  is  no 
probability  of  an  immediate  war,  yet  no  doubts  are  en- 
tertained that  Mr.  Madison  will  fall  upon  some  new 
expedients  to  bring  about  hostilities.  What  these  may 
be»  can  only  be  deduced  fhun  what  appears  to  be  prac- 
ticable. A  non-lniercoiirse  with  England  and  France 
will  probably  supersede  the  embargo ;  which,  by  opep- 
tng  with  the  rest  of  Eu^pe  a  partial,  legitimate  com- 
marce,  and  offering  strong  temptations  to  that  which 
is  illegal,  will  expose  the  vessels  to  capture,  detention, 
and  embarrassment;  will  justify  the  present  polioy, 
and  produce  such  a  degree  of  irritation  and  resentment 
as  will  enable  the  Government  of  this  country  to  throw 
Che  whole  blame  and  responsibility  of  war  from  its  own 
shoulders  upon  those  of  the  British  Ministry.  If,  in 
this,  the  party  attached  to  France  should  calculate  with 
correctness,  and  the  commerce  of  New  England  should 
greatly  suffer,  the  merchants,  being  injured  and  dis- 
couraged, wolild  not  only  acquiesce .  in  the  restrictive 
system,  but  even  submit  to  war.  On  the  other  hand, 
should  the  small  traffic,  permitted  bv  a  non-intercourse 
law,  be  lucrative  and  uninterrupted,  the  people  would 
be  clamorous  for  more,  and  soon  compel  the  Govern- 
ment to  restore  the  friendly  relations  between  thetwo 
countries. 

While  I  offer  my  opinion  upon  this  subject,  I  cannot 
but  express  a  strong  hope  that,  if  any  terms  should  be 
proposed  by  either  Government,  to  which  the  other 
might  think  proper  to  accede,  that  a  principal  motive 
to  the  adjustment  of  diffisrences  should  be  understood 
to  arise  from  the  amicable  disposition  of  the  Eastern 
States,  particularly  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts.  This, 
as  it  would  increase  the  popularity  of  the  friends  of 
Great  Britain*  could  not  fail  to  promote  her  interests. 
If  it  could  not  be  done  formally  and  officially,  nor  in  a 
correspondence  between  Ministers,  still,  perhaps,  the 
administration  in  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  might 
take  that  ground,  and  the  suggestion  would  find  its 
way  into  the  papers  both  in  England  and  America. 

It  cannot  be  loo  frequently  repeated,  that  this  coun. 
try  can  only  be  governed  and  directed  by  the  influence 
of  opinion,  as  tlure  is  nothing  permanent  in  its  politi- 
cal institutions ;  nor  are  the  populace,  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, to  be  relied  on,  when  measures  become 
inconvenient  and  burdensome.  I  will  soon  write  again, 
and  am  yours,  dec  A.  B. 

(In  cipher.)  No.  7. 

BosTOK,  March  7,  1809. 

Sir  :  I  have  now  ascertained,  with  as  much  accu- 
racy as  possible,  the  course  intended  to  be  pursued  by 
the  party  in  Massachusetts  that  is  opposed  to  the  meas- 
ures and  politics  of  the  Administration  of  the  General 
Government. 

I  have  already  given  a  decided  opinion  that  a  declar- 
ation of  war  is  not  to  be  expected;  but,  contrary  to  all 
reasonable  calculation,  should  the  Congress  possess 
spirit  and  independence  enough  to  place  their  popu- 
larity in  jeopardy  by  so  strong  a  measure,  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Massachusetts  will  give  the  tone  to  the  neigh- 
boring States,  will  declare  itself  permanent  until  a  new 
election  of  members,  invite  a  Congress,  to  be  composed 
of  delegates  from  the  Federal  States,  and  erect  a  sepa- 
rate Government  for  their  common  defence  and  com- 
mon, interest.  This  Congress  would  probabl^r  begin  by 
abrogating  the  offensive  laws,  and  adopting  a  plan  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  power  and  authority  thus  as- 
sumed. They  would,  by  such  an  act,  be  in  a  condi- 
tion to  make  or  receive  proposals  from  Great  Britain ; 
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Mid  I  should  seize  the  first  mobient  to  open  a  corre- 
spondence with  your  Excellency.  Scsrcely  any  other 
aid  would  be  necessary,  and  perhaps  none  required, 
than  a  few  vessels  of  war  from  the  Halifax  station,  to 
protect  the  maritime  towns  from  the  little  Navy  which 
is  at  the  disposal  of  the  National  Government.  What 
permanent  connexion 'between  Great  Britain  and  this 
section  of  the  Republic  would  grow  ovt  of  a  civil  com- 
motion, such  as  might  be  expected,  no  person  is  pre- 
pared to  describe ;  but  it  seems  that  a  strict  alliance 
must  result  of  necessity.  At  present  the  op(x>sition 
party  confine  their  calculations  merely  to  resistance ; 
and  I  can  assure  you  that,  at  this  moment,  they  do  not 
freely  entertain  the  project  of  withdrawing  the  Eastern 
States  from  the  Union,  finding  it  a  very  unpopular 
topic ;  although  a  course  of  events,  such  as  I  have  al- 
ready mentioned,  would  inevitably  produce  an  incura- 
ble alienation  of  the  New  England  from  the  Southern 
States. 

The  truth  is,  the  common  people  have  so  long  re- 
garded the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  with  com- 
placency, that  they  are  now  only  disposed  in  this  quar- 
ter to  treat  it  like  a  truant  mistress,  whom  they  would, 
for  a  time,  put  away  on  a  separate  maintenance,  but, 
without  further  and  greater  provocation,  would  not  ab- 
solutely repudiate. 

It  will  soon  be  known  in  what  situation  public  affairs 
are  to  remain  until  the  meeting  of  the  New  Congress 
in  May,  at  which  time,  also,  this  Legislature  will  again 
assemble.  The  two  months  that  intervene  will  be  a  pe- 
riod of  much  anxiety. 

In  all  I  have  written  I  have  been  careful  not  to  make 
any  impression  analogous  to  the  enthusiastic  confidence 
entertained  by  the  opposition,  nor  to  the  hopes  and  ex- 
pectations that  animate  the  friends  of  an  alliance  be- 
tween the  Northern  States  and  Great  Britain. 

I  have  abstracted  myself  from  all  the  sympathies 
these  are  calculated  to  inspire  ;  because,  notwithstand- 
ing that  I  feel  the  utmost  confidence  in  the  integrity 
of  intention  of  the  leading  characters  in  this  political 
drama,  I  Cannot  forget  that  they  derive  their  power 
from  a  giddy,  inconstant  multitude;  who,  unless  in 
the  instance  under  consideration  they  form  an  excep- 
tion to  all  general  rdles  and  experience,  will  act  incon- 
sistently and  absurdly.    I  am  yours,  &c. 

A.  B. 

No.  9. 

BosT02r,  March  9,  1809. 

Sin :  In  my  letter  No.  6, 1  took  the  liberty  (o  express 
my  opinion  of  the  probable  effect  of  the  non-intercourse 
law,  intended  to  be  enacted ;  and  of  the  mode  by  which 
Great  Britain  may  defeat  the  real  intention  of  the 
American  Government  in  passing  it.  But  as  this  sort 
of  impunity  recommended  might,  in  its  application  to 
every  species  of  commerce  that  would  be  carried  on, 
be  deemed  bv  Great  Britain  a  greater  evil  than  war 
itself,  a  middle  course  might  easily  be  adopted,  which 
would  deprive  France  of  the  benefits  resulting  from  an 
intercourse  with  America,  without,  in  any  great  de- 
gree, irritating  the  maritime  States. 

The  high  price  of  all  American  produce  in  France 
furnishes  a  temptation  which  mercantile  avarice  will 
be  unable  to  resist  The  consequence  is  obvious.  But 
if,  instead  o|  condemning  the  vessels  and  cargoes  which 
may  he  arrested  in  pursuing  this  prohibited  commerce, 
they  should  be  compelled  to  go  into  a  British  port,  and 
there  perihitted  to  sell  them,  I  think  the  friends  of 
England  in  these  States  would  not  utter  a  complaint. 
Indeed,  I  have  no  doubt  that  if,  in  the  prosecution  of  a 


lawful  voyage,  the  British  cruisers  should  treat  ^ 
American  abips  in  this  manner,  their  owners  «odd,ii 
the  present  state  of  the  European  markets,  think  tta> 
selves  very  fortunate,  as  it  would  aavc  then  the  i7»- 
ble  and  expense  of  landing  them  in  a  neutral  |mt,uj 
from  thence  reshipping  ^hem  to  England, now  the  fact 
market  in  Europe  for  the  prodnoe  of  this  cosbsit. 
The  Government  of  the  United  State*  Wooki  pn^ 
complatn>.  and  Bonapaiie  become  pereapkny;  k 
even  that  would  only  tend  to  render  the  oppoiiiia  e 
the  Northern  States  more  reaolnte,  and  aeedenie  tk 
disaokition  of  the  confederacy.  The  generality  iW 
justice  of  Great  Britain  would  he  extolled ;  tnd  t^? 
commercial  States  exult  in  the  aaeceasof  indivi^ 
over  a  Government  inimical  to  commence,  and  to  vi« 
measures  they  can  no  longer  submit  with  patieeiK- 
qi^iescence.  The  elections  -are  be^an ;  and  I  yttssat 
no  vigilance  or  industry  will  be  remitted  to  iossre  ^ 
SBccesB  of  the  Federal  party.    I  ani»  Ac 

A.  6. 
P.  8.  Intelligence  has  reached  Boston  that  1 6«- 
interooorae  law  has  actually  passed,  and  that  Muts- 
ique  has  suxvendered  to  Brilish  forces. 

No.  9. 

BosTOK,  JMardk  13, 1931 
Sin :  You  will  perceive,  from  the  aeeouota  that  t- 
reach  you  in  the  publio  papers,  both  from  Wasfaifigta 
and  Massachusetts,  that  the  Federaiists  of  the  >'ori^ 
em  States  have  succeeded  in  making  the  Congress  Re- 
lieve that,  with  such  an  oppoeition  as  they  woald  tuia 
to  the  General  Government,  a  war  must  becoDficcdu* 
their  own  territory,  and  might  be  even  too  much  k 
that  Government  to  sustain.  7*he  conpequence  is,  tii. 
after  all  the  parade  and  menaces  With  which  the  ten- 
sion commenced,  it  has  been  suffered  to  end  m±^ 
carrying  into  effect  any  of  the  plans  of  the  Adsti&i^ 
tration,  except  the  interdiction  of  commercial  ioiG- 
course  with  England  and  France,  an  event  thatvi: 
anticipated  in  my  former  letters. 

Under  what  new  drcumstances  the  Congrns  riJ 
meet  in  May,  will  depend  on  the  State  elections  td 
the  changes  that  may  in  the  mean  time  take  phora 
Europe.  With  regard  to  Gteat  Britain,  she  can  scaf» 
ly  mistake  her  true  policy  in  relation  to  Amenca.  H 
peace  be  the  first  object,  every  act  which  can  imtiit 
the  maritime  States  ought  to  be  avoided,  became  ^ 
prevailing  disposition  of  these  will  generally  be  sa^- 
cient  to  keep  tne  Government  from  hazarding  aoy  b» 
tile  measures.  If  a  war  between  America  and  Fraist 
be  the  grand  desideratum,  something  more  mudt  x 
done :  an  indulgent  and  conciliatory  policy  mosi  bt 
adopted,  which  will  leave  the  Democrats  withoot  a  p 
text  fbr hostilities;  and  Bonaparte, whose  passioai^f 
too  hot  for  delay,  will  probably  compel  this  Govenrs^ 
to  decide  which  of  the  two  great  belligerents  is^^^ 
its  enemy.  To  bring  about  a  separation  of  the  Sui£» 
under  distinct  and  independent  Govemmentf,  u  c 
affair  of  more  uncertainty,  and,  however  desirable,  as- 
not  be  effected  but  by  a  series  of  acts  and  a  loDg  a^' 
tinned  policy  tending  to  irritate  the  Southern  tudc^ 
cUiate  the  Northern  people.  The  former  arc  ap*'*- 
tural,  the  latter  a  commercial  people.  The  mvitoi 
cherishing  and  depressing  either  is  too  obrioci '»' 
require  illustration.  This,  I  am  aware,  ii  an  object  of 
much  interest  in  Great  Britain,  as  it  would  forever  «^ 
cure  the  integrity  of  His  Majesty's  posasssioos  on  ^ 
Continent,  and  make  the  two  Governments,  or«*b>- 
ever  number  the  present  confederacy  might  fonn  iat^. 
as  useful  and  as  much  subject  to  the  inflaenoe  of  Grot 
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BitUtn  M  li«r  Cohmies  ean.lM  rendered.  Bat  it »  an 
abject  only  to  be  attained  by  slew  and  drcuraflpect 
progreeelon,  and  Feqniree,  for  its  consamuation,  more 
attention  to  the  afiaiia  which  ai^itate  and  excite  parties 
in  thifl  country  than  Great  Britain  has  yet  bestowed 
Dpon  it. 

An  unpopolar  war,  that  is,  a  war  produced  by  the 
hatred  and  prejudioes  of  one  psrty,  bnt  against  the 
consent  of  the  other  party,  can  alone  produce  a  sudden 
leparatton  of  any  section  of  this  conntry  from  the  com- 
Don  head. 

At  all  ovente,  it  oannot  be  nedessary  to  the  preserra- 
tion  of  peace  that  Great  Britain  should  make  any 
preat  concession  at  the  present  moment,  more  especi* 
illy,  as  the  more  important  changes  that  occur'in  En- 
rope  might  render  it  inconvenient  for  her  to  adhere  to 
my  stipulations  in  favor  of  neutral  maritime  nations. 

Although  the  non-interoourse  UkW  affords  but  a  very 
psrtial  relief  to  the  people  of  this  country  fh>m  the  evils 
of  that  entire  suspension  of  commerce  to  which  they 
bave  reluctantly  submitted  for  some  time  past,  I  lament 
the  repeal  of  the  embargo,  becamio  it  was  calculated  to 
accelerate  the  progress  of  these  States  towards  a  revo- 
lation  that  would  have  put  an  end  to  the  onfy  Repub- 
lic that  remains  to  prove  thst  a  Government  (bonded 
OD  poKtical  equality  can  exist  in  a  season  of  trial  and 
difficulty,  OF  is  calculated  to  insure  either  security  i» 
bappinodS  to  a  people.    I  am,  dkc. 

A.  B. 

No.  10. 

BoBTOJX,  March  29,  1809. 

Sin  :  Since  my  letter  of  the  I3tb,  nothing  baa  occur-. 
red  which  I  thought  worthy  of  a  communication. 

The  last  weeks  of  this  month,  and  the  first  of  April, 
will  be  occupied  in  the  election  of  Governors  and  other 
executive  officers  in  the  New  England  States. 

The  Federal  candidate  in  New  Hampshire  is  already 
elected  by  a  majority  of  about  onfe  thousand  votes.  His 
competitor  was  a  man  of  large  fortune,  extensive  con- 
Dexions,  and  inoffensive  manners.  These  account  for 
the  smallness  of  the  majority. 

In  Connecticut  no  change  is  necessary,  and  none  is 
to  be  apprehended. 

In  Rhode  Island  it  (s  of  no  consequence  of  what 
party  the  Governor  is  a  member,  as  he  has  neither  civil 
nor  military  power,  being  merely  President  of  the 
Council. 

In  Massachusetts  it  is  certain  that  the  Federal  can- 
didate will  succeed. 

A  few  weeks  will  be  sufficient  in  order  to  determine 
the  relative .  strength  of  parties,  and  convince  Mr. 
Madison  that  a  war  with  ureat  Britain  is  not  a  meas- 
ure upon  which  he  dare  venture.  Since  the  plan  of 
ui  organized  opposition  to  the  projects  of  Mr.  Jeffer- 
•on  was  put  into  operation,  the  whole  of  the  New 
England  States  have  transferred  their  political  power 
to  his  political  enemies;  and  the  reason  that  he  has 
stin  so  many  adherents  is,  that  those  who  consider  the 
only  true  policy  of  America  to  consist  in  the  cultiva- 
tion of  peace,  have  stiH  great  confidence  that  nothing 
can  force  him  (or  his  successor,  who  acts  up  to  his 
system,  or  rather  is  governed  by  it,)  to  consent  to  war. 
They  consider  all  the  menaces  and  '*  dreadful  note  of 
preparation*'  to  be  a  mere  finesse,  intended  only  to 
obtain  concessions  from  England  on  cheap  terms. 
From  every  sort  of  evidence,  I  confess  I  am  myself  of 
Ihe  same  opinion,  and  am  fully  persuaded  that  this 
frtte,  which  has  been  acting  at  Washington,  will  ter- 
i&inate  in  a  full  pmof  of  the  ia«be€aity  end  spiriti 


temper  of  thd  actors.  A  war  attempted '  without  the 
concurrence  of  both  parties,  and  the  general  consent  of 
ihe  Northern  States,  which  constitute  the  bone  and 
muscle  of  the  country,  must  commenee  without  hope, 
and  end  in  disgrace.  It  should,  therefore,  be  the 
peculiar  care  of  Great  Britain  to  foster  divisions  be- 
tween the  North  and  South,  and,  by  succeeding  In 
this,  she  may  carry  into  effect  her  own  projects  in 
Europe,  with  a  total  disregard  of  the  resentments  of 
the  democrats  of  this  country.    I  am,  dbc        A.  B. 

No.  11. 

Bostoir,  April  13,  1009. 

Sib:  I  send  to  Mr.  R a  pamphlet  entitled 

^  Soppreased  Docuttents."  The  notes  and  comments 
were  written  by  the  gentleman  who  has  written  the 
analysis  which  I  sent  by  a  former  conveyance.  These 
works  have  greatly  contributed  to  excite  the  foata  of 
the  men  of  talents  and  proparty,  who  now  prefor  the 
chance  of  maintaining  their  party  by  open  resistance 
and  a  final  separalion,  to  an  aUianee  with  France  and  m 
war  with  England ;  .so  that,  should  the  Government 
unexpectedly,  and  contrary  to  all  reasonable  calcula* 
tion,  attempt  to  involve  the  conntry  in  a  meaaun  of 
that  natnre,  I  am  convinced  (now  that  the  electiona 
have  all  terminated  favorably)  that  none  of  the  New 
England  States  woold  be  a  party  in  it.  But,  as  I 
have  repeatedly  written,  the  General  Government  doea> 
not  seriously  entertain  any  sneh  desire  or  intention^ 
Had  the  majority  in  the  New  England  States  con* 
tinued  to  approve  of  the  public  measures,  it  is  ex* 
tremely  probable  that  Great  Britain  would  now  hava 
to  choose  between  war  and  concession.  But  the  as- 
pect of  things  in  this  respect  is  changed,  and  a  war 
would  produce  an  incnrame  alienation  of  the  Eastern 
States,  and  bring  the  wholo  country  in  subordination 
to  the  interests  of  England,  whose  navy  would  pro« 
scribe  and  enforee  the  terms  upon  which  the  commer^ 
cial  Sutes  should  carry,  and  the  agricultural  Sutao 
export,  their  surplus  produce.  All  this  is  as  wefl 
known  to  the  democrats  ae  to  the  other  ptrty;  there- 
fore, tb^  will  avoid  a  war,  at  least  until  Uie  whole 
nstion  is  unanimous  for  it.  Still,  when  we  consider  of 
what  materials  the  Government  is  formed,  it  is  impos- 
sible to  speak  with  any  certainty  of  their  measures. 
The  past  Administration,  in  every  transaction,  presents 
to  the  mind  only  a  muddy  commixture  of  folly,  weak- 
ness, and  duplicity.  The  spell  by  which  the  nations 
of  Europe  have  been  rendered  inert  and  inefficient, 
when  they  attempted  to  shake  it  off,  has  stretched  its 
shadows  across  the  Atlantic,  and  made  a  majority  of 
the  people  of  these  Sutes  alike  blind  to  duty  and  to 
their  true  interests.    I  am,  die  A,  B. 

No.  IS. 

BoSTOir,  April  SO,  1809. 

Sin:  Since  my  letter  No.  11, 1  have  had  but  little 
to  communicate. 

Iliave  not  yet  been  able  to  ascertain, with  sufficient 
accuracy,  the  relative  strength  of  the  two  parties  in.  the 
legislative  bodies  in  New  England. 

In  all  of  these  States,  however,  Governors  have  been  ' 
elected  out  of  the  Federal  party,  and  even  the  South- 
em  papers  indicate  an  unexpected  augmentation  of 
Federal  members'  in  the  next  Congress. 

The  correspondence  between  Mr.  Erskine  and  thn 
Secreury  of  State  at  Washington  you  will  have  seen 
before  this  can  reach  you.  It  has  given  much  satis- 
foetion  to  the  Federal  party  here,  because  It  promises 
an  ejEcmptlon  from  the  evil  moat  fearad,  (a  war  with 
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Epgland,)  and  - josUAes  their  pArtuJUj  towards  Qraat 
Britain,  which  they  maintain  was  founded  upon  a  full 
conviction  of  her  justice,  and  sincere  disposition  to  pre- 
serre  peace.  Even  the  democrats  afiect  to  be  aatii^Sed 
with  it ;  because,  as  they  insist,  it  proves  the  efficacy 
of  the  restrictive  system  of  Mr.  Jefferson. 

But  t^e  great  benefit  that  will  probably  result  from 
it  will  be,  that  Bonaparte  may  be  induced  to  force  this 
country  from  her  neutral  position.    Baffled  in  his  at- 
tetnpts  to  exclude  from  the  Continent  the  manufactures 
of  Great  Britain,  he  will   most  likely  confiscate  all 
American  property  in  his  dominions  and  dependencies, 
and  declare  war.    Nothing  could  more  than  this  con- 
tribute to  give  influence  and  stability  to  tho  British 
party.     The  invidious  occurrences  of  the  rebellion 
would  be  forgotten  in  the  resentment  of  the  people 
against  France,  and  they  would  soon  be  weaned  from 
that  attachment  to  her  which  is  founded  on  the  aid 
that  was  rendered  to  separate  from  the  mother  country. 
While  Great  Britein  waite  for  this  natural,  I  might  say 
necessary,  result  of  the  negotiation,  would  it  not  be 
extremely  inexpedient  to  conclude  a  treaty  with  the 
American  Government  1     Every  sort  of  evidence  and 
experience  prove  that  the  democrate  consider  their  po- 
litical ascendancy  in  a  great  measure  dependent  on 
the  hostile  spirit  that  they  can  ke^  alive  towards 
Great  Britain,  and  recent  evente  demonstrate  that  their 
conduct  will  be  predicated  upon  that  conviction ;  it  is, 
therefore,  not  to  be  expected  that  they  will  meet,  with 
ceiresponding  feelings,  a  sincere  disposition  on  the 
part  of  England  to  adjust  all  matters  in  dispute.    They 
are  at  heart  mortified  and  ^disappointed  to  find  that 
Great  Britain  has  been  in  advance  of  the  French  Gov- 
ernment in  taking  advantage  of  the  provisional  clauses 
of  the  non-intercourse  law ;  and  if  they  show  any  spirit 
M  the  next  session  of  Congress  towards  France,  it  wttl 
be  only  beeause  they  will  find  Bonaparte  deaf  to  en- 
treaty and  insensible  of  past  favors;  or  that  they  may 
think  it  safer  to  float  with  the  tide  of  puUie  feeling, 
which  will  set  strongly  against  him  unless  he  keep  jvori 
pastu  with  England  in  a  conciliatory  policy. 

I  am,  dbc.  A.  B. 

No.  13. 

BosTo:f,  May  5,  1809. 

Sib  :  Although  the  recent  changes  that  have  occur- 
red quiet  all  apprehension  of  war,  and,  consequently, 
lessen  all  hope  of  a  separation  of  the  States,  I  think  it 
necessary  to  transmit  by  the  mail  of  each  week  $,  sketch 
of  passing  events. 

On  local  politics  I  have  nothing  to  add ;  and  as  the 
parade  that  is  made  in  the  National  Intelligencer  of 
the  sincere  disposition  of  Mr.  Madison  to  preserve  ami- 
cable relations  with  Great  Britain  is,  in  my  opinion,  cal- 
eulated  to  scwaken  vigilance  and  distrust,  rather  than 
inspire  confidence,  I  shall  (having  nothing  more  im- 
portont  to  write  about,)  uke  leave  to  eiamine  his 
motives. 

I  am  not  surprised  at  his  conditional  removal  of  the 
non-interoourse  law,  With  respect  to  Great  Britain,  be- 
cause it  was  mado  incumbent  on  him  by  the  act  of 
Congress ;  but  the  observations  made  on  his  friendly 
disposition  towards  Great  Britain  is  a  matter  of  no 
little  astonishment.  The  whole  tenor  of  bis  political 
life  directly  and  unequivocally  contradicte  them.  His 
speech  on  the  British  Treaty  in  1796;  his  attempt  to 

Siss  a  law  for  the  confiscation  of  "  British  debte"  and 
ritish  property ;  his  commercial  resolutions,  grounded 
apparently  on  an  idea  of  making  America  useful  as  a 
colony  to  France;  his  conduct  while  Secretary  of 


Stete;  all  iona  an  asaemfatage^of  piefaabiilici toiai 
to  convince  m%  at  least,  that  he  does  not  irmIi 
desire  a  treaty  in  which  the  righte  and  ^niamuk 
Great  Britain  would  be  fairly  recognised.   b«ett 
impossible  that  he  riiould  at  once  divest  hiDsetf  eflk 
habitual  animosity,  ^nd  that  pride  of  opioion  vbi 
his  present  situation  enables  hkn  to  indslge;  ba 
above  all,  that  he  should  deprive  his  frieads  uvd  n^ 
porters  oj;  the  benefit  of  those  prejodicet  wluciikm 
been  carefully  fostered  in  the  minds  of  the  caam 
people  towards  England,  and  which  have  so  makntS* 
contributed  to  invigorate  and  augment  the  demaaast 
party.     Whatever  his  real  motives  may  be,  it  >.  ii 
this  stege  of  the  afikir,  harmless  enough  to  inqubtis 
the  cause  of  the  apparent  change.    He  probtblji-a 
under  a  conviction  that,  in  the  present  temper  of:^ 
Eastern  States,  a  war  could  not  fail  to  produce  i  it- 
solution  of  the  Union;  or  he  may  have  profited  brot 
mistakes  of  his  predecessor,  and  is  inclined  to  feiuit 
present  opportunity  to  prove  to  the  worid  thit  Is  s 
determined  to  be  the  President  of  a  nation,  rttiiertk 
the  head  of  a  faction ;  or  be  has  probaUj  g«e  i^ 
fiir  to  remove  the  impression  on  the  rainda  of  muif 
that  he  was  under  the  influence  of  France,  is  crie 
that  he  may,  with  a  better  grace,  and  on  more  tarn 
grounds,  quarrel  with  Great  Britain  in  the  profRs^ 
negotiating  a  treaty.    Whatever  his  motivei  ntytt 
I  am  very  ccrtein  his  party  will  not  support  kia  j 
any  manly  and  generous  policy.    Weak  meo  m  « 
to  temporiae  when  great  eventa  call  upon  then  k> 
cision,  and  are  sluggish  and  inert  at  the  bob« 
when  the  worst  of  evils  is  in  actiort    Tbii  s  ^ 
character  of  the  democrats  in  the  Northern  Sutn.  0 

those  of  the  South  I  know  but  little.    I  am,  At. 

A.B. 

No.  14. 

BosTov,  May  25,  ISOl 

Sim:  My  last  was  under  date  of  the  5th  isstict 
The  unexpected  change  that  has  taken  piaoe  ii  ^ 
feelings  of  political  men  in  thia  country,  in  coor 
quence  of  Mr.  Madison's  prompt  acceptance  of  ^ 
friendly  prdposals  of  Great  Britoin,  has  caused  i  tes- 
porary  suspension  of  the  conflict  of  parties;  end  ^. 
both  regard  him  with  equal  wonder  and  diart^ 
They  all  ascribe  his  conduct  to  various  modna,  ^ 
none  believe  him  to  be  in  earnest. 

The  State  of  New  York  has  returned  to  the  Ka» 
biy  a  majority  of  federal  members.  All  this  ^ 
that  an  anti-commercial  faction  cannot  rule  the  ^^ 
em  States.  Two  months  ago  the  State  of  Nev  T^ 
was  not  ranked  among  the  States  thst  would  i^ 
the  policy  of  that  of  Massachosette;  and  any  fr^«*^ 
change  was  exceedingly  problematicaL 

I  beg  leave  to  suggest  that,  in  the  present  ititf^ 
things  in  this  country,  my  presence  can  cootr^ 
very  little  to  the  interests  of  Great  Britain.  H  ^ 
Erskine  be  sanctioned  in  all  he  has  conceded,  bj  Br 
Majesty's  ministers,  it  is  unnecessary  forme,  uux^ 
it  would  be  unavailing,  to  make  any  attempt  to  ctn^ 
into  effect  the  original  purposes  of  my  misaoo.  ^^^ 
I  think  it  to  be  my  duty  to  give  this  intimatioB  t«T« 
I  beg  it  may  be  understood  that  I  consider  mfseU^j 
tirely  at  the  disposal  of  His  Majesty's  GoTcrasff^  ' 
am,  dec.  A-  ^• 


No.  16. 

MoKTnxAi.,  Jwu  \%  1^' 
Sin :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  year  Excelkfl'? 
thM  I  raoeived,  through  Mr.  Secrstaiy  Rylaiid,;<»' 
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ExceHeney'scoamandf  to  ratarn  to  Canada ;  and  after 
the  delay  incident  to  this  seaion  of  the  year,  in  a  jour* 
ney  irom  Boaton,  arrived  here  yesterday. 

Vonr  Ezoellency  will  have  seen,  by  the  paipera  of 
the  lataat  dates  from  the  United  States,  that  a  formida- 
ble opposition  v^  already  org^ni^  in  Congress  to  the 
late  measures  of  Mr.  Madison ;  and  H  is  very  evident 
that,  if  he  be  sincere  in  his  professions  of  attachment 
to  Great  Britain,  his  party  will  abandon  him.  'Sixty* 
one  members  have  already  voted  against  a  resolntion 
to  approve  of  what  he  has  done ;  and  I  have  no  doubt 
the  rest  of  the  democratic  party  will  follow  the  example 
as  soon  as  they  recover  from  t^e  astonishment  into 
which  his  apparent  defection  has  thrown  them. 

The  present  liopes  of  the  Federalists  are  founded  on 
the  probability  of  a  war  with  France ;  but,  at  all  events^ 
this  party  is  strong  and  well  organised  enough  to  pre- 
vent a  war  with  England 

It  would  be  now  superfluous  to  trouble  your  Exoel> 
leney  with  an  account  ot  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
arrangements  made  by  the  Federal  party  to  resist  any 
attempt  of  the  Government  unfavorable  to  Great  Brit- 
ain. They  were  such  as  do  great  credit  to  their  ability 
and  principles ;  and,  while  a  judicious  policy  is  ob- 
served by  Great  Britain,  secure  her  interests  in  America 
from  decay.  -  My  foar  of  inducing  a  foJse  security  on 
the  part  of  His  Majesty's  Government  in  their  effict- 
ciency  and  eventual  success,  may  have  inclined  me  to 
refrain  from  doing  them  that  justice  in  my  former  let- 
ters which  I  willingly  take  the  present  occaaioo  to  ex- 
press. 

I  trust  your  Excellency  will  ascribe  the  styl^  and 
manner  of  my  communications,  and  the  frequent  am- 
biguities introduced  in  them,  as  arising  from  the  secrecy 
necessary  to  be  observed,  and  my  consciousness  that 
you  understand  my  meaning,  on  the  moot  delicate 
points,  without  risking  a  particular  explanation. 

I  lament  that  no  occasion  commensurate  to  my 
wishes  has  permitted  me  to  prove  how  much  I  value 
the  confidence  of  your  Excellency,  and  the  approbation 
already  expressed  by  His  Majesty's  Minister.  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  dbe.  J.  H. 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  letters  are  the  same  re- 
ferred to  in  the  letter  of  H.  W.  Ryland,  Esq.,  dated 
May  1,  1809,  relating  to  the  miasion  in  which  I  was 
employed  by  Sir  James  Craig,  by  his  letter  of  instruc- 
tions, bearing  date  February  6,  1909. 

JOHN  HENRY. 

Mr,  Ryland  to  Mr,  Henry, 

QcsBBC,  3foy,  X,  1809. 

Mr  DsAnSim:  The  news  we  have  received  this  dliy 
from  the  States  will,  I  imagine,  soon  bring  you  back 
to  us ;  and  if  you  arrive  at  Montreal  by  the  middle  of 
June,  I  shall  probably  have  the  pleasure  of  meeting  you 
there,  as  I  am  going  up  with  Sir  James  and  a  large 
suite.  The  last  letters  received  from  you  are  to  the  1  sSh 
April.  The  whole  are  now  transcribing,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  being  sent  home,  where  they  cannot  fail  of  do- 
mg  you  great  credit,  and  I  most .  certainly  hope  they 
may  eventually  contribute  to  your  permanent  advan- 
tage. It  is  not  necessary  to  repeat  the  assurance  that 
no  efibit  within-the  compass  of  my  power  shall  be  want- 
ing to  this  end. 

I  am  cruelly  out  of  spirits  at  the  idea  of  old  England 
truckling  to  such  a  debased  and  accursed  Government 
ss  that  of  the  United  States; 

I  am  greatly  obliged  to  you  for  the  trouble  jou  have 
taken  in  procuring  the  books,  though,  if  Spam  foils,  I 


ahair  searaely  have  heart  to  look  into  them.  I  ean  add 
no  moi^,  but  that  I  am,  most  heartily  and  aflectionately, 
yours,  H.  W.  B. 

J.  HiirxT,  £jiq.,  BoBtim, 


Mr,  Ryland  to  Mr,  Henry. 

Mat  4,  1809. 

Mx  BxAE  Sim :  You  must  consider  the  short  letter 
I  wrote  to  you  by  the  last  post  as  altogether  unofficial ; 
but  I  am  now  to  intimate  to  you,  in  a  more  formal 
manner,  our  hope  of  your  speedy  return,  as  the  object 
of  your  Journey  seems,  for  the  present  at  least,  to  be  at 
an  end. 

We  have  London  news,  by  the  way  of  the  river,  up 
to  the  6th  of  March,  which  tallies  to  a  day  with  what 
we  have  received  by  the  way  of  the  States. 

Heartily  wishing  you  a  safo  and  speedy  journey  back 
to  ua,  I  am,  my  dear  air,  most  sinowtly,  yours, 

H.  W.  B. 

Have  the  goodness  to  bring  my  boolu  with  you, 
though  1  shall  have  little  spirit  to  look  into  them,  un- 
less yon  bring  good  news  from  Spain. 

Jobs'  Hxket,  Esq. 

JIfr.  Henry  to  Mr,  Put, 

JuvB  13,  1811. 

Sib  :  I  take  the  liberty  to  enclose  to  you  a  memorial 
addressed  to  the  Earl  of  Liverpool,  and  beg  yeu  will 
have  the  goodness  either  to  examine  the  documents  in 
your  office,  or  those  in  my  own  possession,  touching  the 
extent  and  legitimacy  oif  my  claim. 

Mr.  Ryland,  the  Secrete^  of  Sir  J.  Craig,  ia  now  in 
London,  and,  from  his  official  knowledge  of  the  transac- 
tions and  fact*  alladed  to  in  the  memorial,  can  give 
any  information  required  on  that  subject.  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  dbc.  J.  H. 

Meniorial  of  Mr,  Henry  to  Lord  Liverpool 

•  The  undersigned  most  respectfully  submits  the  fol- 
lowing statement  and  memorial  to  the  Earl  of  Liver- 
pool: 

Long  before  and  during  the  administration  of  your 
Lordship's  predecessor,  the  undersigned  bestowed  much 
personal  attention  to  the  state  of  parties,  and  to  the 

political  meaaures  in  the  United  States  of  America* 

•  ••••• 

Soon  after  the  affair  of  the  Chesapeake  frigate,  when 
His  Majesty's  Governor  General  of  British  Ainerica 
had  reason  to  believe  that  the  two  countries  would  be 
involved  in  a  war,  and  had  submitted  to  His  Majeety's 
Ministers  the  amngements  of  the  English  party  in  the 
United  States  for  an  efficientresistance  to  the  General 
Ciovernment,  which  would  probably  terminate  in  a 
separation  of  the  Northern  States  from  the  general 
Confoderacy,  he  applied  to  the  undersigned  to  undei^ 
take  a  mission  to  Boston,  where  the  whole  concerns  of 
the  opposition  were  managed.  The  object  of  the  mis- 
aion  Was  to  promote  and  encourage  the  Federal  party 
to  resist  the  measures  of  the  General  Government,  to 
oSar  assurances  of  aid  and  support  from  His  Majesty's 
Government  of  Canada,  and  to  open  a  communication 
between  the  leading  men  engagod  in  that  opposition 
and  the  Governor  General,  upon  such  a  footing  as 
circumstances  might  suggest ;  and,  finally,  to  render 
the  plans  then  ii^  contemplation  subservient  to  the 
views  of  His  Majesty's  Government. 

The  undersigned  undertook  the  mission,which  lasted 
from  the  jnontti  of  January  to  the  month  of  June,  in* 
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ckiatve,  dunng  which  period  thoM  pttblio  acts  md 
IsgislatiYe  reiokitiont  of  the  AuraibUefl  of  MasMchu- 
■atu  and  Connecticut  were  papied  which  ktspt  the 
General  Government  of  the  United  Statea  in  check, 
and  deterred  it  from  carrying  into  execution  the  meas- 
ures of  hostility  with  which  Great  Britain  was  me* 
naced. 

For  hb  services  on  the  occasions  herein  recited,  and 
the  loss  of  time  and  expenses  incurred,  the  under* 
signed  neither  sought  nor  received  any  compensation, 
but  trusted  to  the  known  justice  and  liberality  of  His 
Majesty's  Government  ibr  the  reward  of  serriees 
which  could  not,  he  humbly  eottcetres^  be  eetisi^ated  in 
pounds,  shillings,  and  pence.  Od  the  patronage  and 
support  which  was  promised  in  the  letter  of  Sir  J. 
Cniig,  under  date  of  the  20th  ianaary,  1009,  (wheroia 
he  gives  en  assurance  **  that  the  former  eoiyespond- 
ence  and  political  inforqMtion  transmitted  by  the  un* 
dersigned  had  met  with  the  partiewlar  approbation  of 
Hia  Majesty's  Seeretary  of  8tate ;  and  that  his  exe- 
cution of  the  mission,  proposed  to  be  undertaken  in 
that  letter,  would  give  him  a  claim  not  oniy  on  the 
Governor  General,  but  im  Hia  Majesty's  Ministers,") 
the  undersigned  has  relied,  and  now  most  respectfully 
claims,  in  whatever  mode  the  Earl  of  Liverpool  may 
be  pleased  to  adopt. 

The  undersigned  most  respectfully  takes  this  oocaf- 
sion  to  state  that  Sir  J.  Craig  promisiad  htm  an  em- 
ployment in  Canada,  worth  upwards  of  one  thousand 
pounds  a  year,  by  his  letter,  herewith  transmitted,  un- 
der date  of  September  18,  1809,  which  he  has  just 
learned  has,  in  consequence  of  his  absence,  been  given 
to  another  person.  The  undersig^ned  abstains  /torn 
eeoimenting  on  this  transaction,  and  most  raspeetftilly 
suggests  that  the  appointment  of  Judge  Advocate 
General  of  the  province  of  Lower  Canada,  with  a 
ealary  of  five  hundred  pounda  a  year,  or  a  Consulate 
in  the  United  States,  stne  euria,  would  be  considered 
by  him  as  a  liberal  discharge  of  any  obligation  that 
His  Majesty's  Government  may  entertain  in  relation 
to  his  services. 


favor, end  tlio  opinion  he  has  foiaiod  ea  jwtKm 
pondeace,  ho  isoonviqoed  the  public  aervicewi  be  b 
nefited  by  yoor  active  employment  in  a  pobOcatuua 

Lord  Liverpool  will  also  feel  himadf  bonod  \o  pi 
the  same  assurance  to  the  Marquis  Welieilej,  if  tiM 
ia  any  probability  that  it  will  advance  the  nttmd 
the  application  which  you  have  made  to  iui  Imo^ 

I  amy  sir,  your  most  obedient  Jinmble  ssnant, 

ROBERT  PE£L 

J.  HannT,  Esq.*  No.  27,  LtUesUr  S^wau 

il^.  HyUmd  lo  Mr.  Hmry, 

TvxsBAT  Etsktvo,  JubfX  m. 

Mt  I)xA.n  HsirnT :  It  gives  me  real  pleasareteU 
that  the  apprehension  I  had  formed  widi  ra^Kettiit 
fblfllment  of  yoar  expectations  is  likely  to  prove  a» 
neons.  As  everything  which '  paased,  lelsttre  it  m 
mission,  was.in  writing*  I  thina  you  will  do  wdl  (4 
mitting  to  Mr.  Peel  all  the  original  papers  I  opdl 
could  give  no  other  information  relative  to  the  sa^ 
'  than  what  they  contain,  as  you  and  I  had  no  oppor» 
nity  of  an^  verbal  communication  i expecting  it  tLA 
your  mission  terminated,  and  I  never  wrote  jes  i  Set- 
ter in  the  Governor's  name,  which  had  not  pRfwoif 
been  submitted  to  his  correction. 

The  impression  I  bad  received  of  your  chaneternJ 
abilities  made  me  anxious  to  serve  yon,  evni  befin  i 
had  the  pleasure  of  a  personal  acquaintance  vidi ««. 
and  the  same  desire  has  operated  on  me  ever  sisee;  1 
am,  therefore,  entitled  to  hope  that  any  optnioD  v^ 
I  may  have  given  you,  as  to  your  beat  mode  of  otea- 
tng  an  employment  umler  Government,  wilibe  reoow^ 
with  the  same  candor  that  gave  rise  to  k.  1  tkiak  m 
will  do  well  to  persevere,  as  you  prspose.  1  bwtf 
doubt  that  every  letter  from  you,  wUch  Sv  Jaaci  tea 
home,  wfll  be  found  in  Mr.  Pool's  oflKe,  as  tbe  atft> 
lished  practice  there  H  to  bind  the  despatcfan  aa^  o- 
closnres  yearly  np  together. 

H.  W.  BYLAKl). 

Jogir  Hkvbt,  Esq.,  dbc 


Jfr*.  Peel,  Seerttmy  to  Uird  Uoerpook  to  Mr.  Henry. 

I>ow]iino  STuaT,  Jime  28,  18 1 1. 

Sia:  I  have  not  failed  to  lay  before  the  Earl  of 
Liveipool  the  memorial,  together  witfi  several  endo- 
aures,  which  was  delivered  to  me  a  few  days  since  by 
General  Loft,  at  your  desire. 

His  Lordship  has  directed  me  to  acouaint  you  that 
he  has  referred  to  the  eerrespondence  In  this  office  of 
the  year  1800,  and  finds  two  letters  from  Sir  James 
Craig,  dated  10th  April  and  6th  May,  transmitting  the 
conrespondence  that  has  papsed  during  your  residencQ 
in  the  Northern  States  «f  America,  and  expressing  his 
confidence  in  your  ability  and  judgment,  but  Lord 
Liverpool  has  not  discovered  any  wi^  on  the  part  of 
Sir  James  Craig  that  your  claims  for  compensation 
should  be  referred  to  this  country,  nor  indeed  is  alhi- 
sion  made  to  any  kind  of  arrangement  or  agreement 
that  had  been  made  by  that  officer  with  you. 

Under  thene  circumstances,  and  had  not  Sir  James 
Craig  determined  on  his  immediate  return  to  England, 
it  would  have  been  Lord  Liverpool's  wish  to  have  re- 
ferred your  memortat  to  him,  as  being  better  enabled 
to  appreciate  the  ability  and  success  with  which  you 
executed  a  mission  undertaken  at  his  desire.  Lord 
Liverpool  will,  however,  transmit  it  to  Sir  James  Craig's 
anccessor  in  the  Government,  with  an  assurance  that, 
from  the  reeommcfadatioiHi  he  has  reoslfed  in  your 


Mr.  Btnry  to  Mr  PmL 

27»  LaicBemm  S^vAmx,  Loaass, 

fkptmhsw  4,  ISll 
Sim:  X  have  jvai  learned  the  uS^maie  dsdiiDsif 
my  Lord  Welle  jegr»  relative  to  the  aapoiatasotebd 
I  was  desirous  to  obtain ;  and  find  that  the  sabcitfBi 
relatione  between  the  two  oountries  forbid  thsocatat 
a  new  office  in  the  United  Statao,  each  as  I «»» 
licitous  to  obtain.  In  this  state  of  thiagi  I  haw  art* 
moment  to  lose  in  returning  to  Canada;  and  bf« 
taken  my  passage  in  the  last  and  ooly  ship  tbita^ 
for  Quebec  this  season.  As  I  have  not  time  tocaia 
(<fe  novo)  into  explanations  with  the  gcatlemin  ^ 
is  in  your  office,  and  as  I  have  received  the  asnntf* 
from  you,  in  addition  to  the  letter  of  my  Lord  Vp^ 
pool,  of  the  27th  June,  that  «<  his  Lordship  wosld  ^ 
commend  me  to  the  Governor  of  Canada  for  the  fi* 
vacant  situation  tiiat  I  would  accept,"  I  beg  the  ftw 
of  you  to  advise  me  howl  am  to  get  that  rtoomw^ 
tion  without  loss  of  time.    I  have  die  honor  to  be,« 

J.  HEAKY. 

RoBauT  PtXL)  Esq.,  dbc 

DetpatekiffLord  hioerpoolto  Sir  George  Freud. 

DowiriKe  enair,  S^.  10»  ^^j.^. 
8n:  Mr.  Heniy,  who  win  have  ths  honor  eijf 
Uvwtng  tint  totttf ,  ia  thoganllMaawho«idiesirfii 
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me  the  memorial,  a  copj  of  which  I  herewith  trans- 
mit, and  to  whom  the  -accompanying  letter  from  Mr. 
Peel  was  written  by  my  direction. 

In  compliance  with  biB  request,  I  now  fulfil  the  as- 
surance which  I  have  given  of  stating  to  you  my  opin- 
ion of  the  ability  and  judgment  which  Mr.  Henry  has 
manifested  on  the  occasions  mentioned  in  his  memo- 
rial, and  of  the  benefit  the  public  service  might  derive 
from  his  active  employment  in  any  pohUc  situation  in 
which  you  should  think  proper  to  place  him. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

UVERPOOL. 

To  8ia  Gsoneji  Pbbtost,  Bartmetf  ift. 


[The  following  is  the  report  of  the  Secrefaiy  of  State, 
communicated  to  the  Senate  by  the  Message  of  the 
12th  March,  1812.] 

DxpA^TMBirT  or  St^txi  iU0re&  12,  1812. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  reffned  the 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the'  lOth  instant,  has  the 
honor  to  report  :>Ths(t  this  department  is  not  in  pos- 
aession  of  any  names  of  pessons  in  the  United  Sta^s 
who  have,  in  any  way  or  manner  whatever,  entered 
into,  or  countenanced  the  project  or  the  views  for  the 
execution  or  attainment  of  which  John  .Henry  was,  in 
the  year  1809,  employed  by  Sir  James  Craig ;  the  said 
John  Henry  having  named  no  person  or  persons  as 
being  concerned  in  the  said  project  or  views  referred 
to  in  the  documents  laid  before  Congress  on  the  9th 
instant.     M^hich  is  respectfully  submitted,  I 

JAM£S  monrob; 

The  Message  and  docuinents  having  been  read, 
Mr.  Rhea  made  a  motion  to  print  them. 

Mr.  PiTKiM  said,  that  he  bad  no  objection  to 
the  papers  being  printed,  bat  that  he  rose  to  pro* 
test  against  the  sentiments  attributed  in  these 
papers  to  the.  Federal  party,  being  considered  as 
those  of  the  citizens  of  the  Slate  which  he  had 
the  honor  to  represent.  He  trustedit  would  not 
be  believed  that  they  had  anv  koowkdce  of  any 
mission  of  this  kind  ftoA  CeiDada,  of  from  apy 
other  quarter. 

It  was  the  first  time  that  he  had  heard  that  the 
opposition  lo  the  embargo  ia  the  States  of  Ver« 
moot  or  Massachosetu  had  any  ooniiexion  with 
the  British  Qovernroeot,  or  with  any  project  of 
a  separation  of  the  Union  in  any  manner,  mooh 
less  under  the  agency  of  a  British  spy.    So  far  as 
he  could  understand  th«  papers  from  the  first 
reading,  Mr.  P.  said  they  did  not  intimate  that 
any  disclosure  had  been  made  to  any  individual 
of  the  United  States  by  Mr.  Henry  of  the  obiect 
of  his  mission,  or  that  his  scheme  had  been  advo- 
cated or  supported  by  any  one.    And  I  trust  no 
gentleman  will  take  the  character  of  the  parties 
in  any  section  of  this  country,  from  a  man  who 
it  seems  has  proved  a  traitor  to  bis  own  Gk)vera- 
ment.    So  far  as  the  statements  made  in  these 
papers  may  be  considered  as  involving  the  party 
in  concert  with  the  Federal  party,  in  any  scheme 
of  co-operation  with  the  British  Goveromeat  in 
dividing  the  Union,  it  is  one  of  the  grossest  libels 
that  ever  was  ottered.    Nor  do  I  feel  willing  to 
take  the  character  oi  the  people  of  this  country 
from  the  mouth  of  this  man.    He  does  not  atop 
at  debaaiog  the  chanicter  of  the  people  of  \^i}:i 


country,  buthe  dtteraalibel  against  all  parties 
and  against  the  Government  Itself.  He  states 
that  in  the  extra  session  of  Congress  in  May, 
1809,  there  were  sixty-one  votes  against  Mr.  Madi- 
son* in  consequence  of  bis  arrangement  with  Mr. 
Erskine;  when  we  all  know  that  the  vote  on  the 
resolttiion  approving vof  the  President's  conduct 
in  that  aflfair-was  no  criterion  by  which  to  judge. 
While,  therefore,  gentlemen  will  not,  as  I  pre- 
sume they  will  not,  place  any  confidence  in  the 
statepnents  made  by  thia  man  against  themselves, 
and  against  those  whom  he  styles  DemocralS|.I 
(rust  they  will  be  equally  incredulous  as  to  any 
statements  he  has  made  against  those  he  has 
called  Federal i^«its.  with  respect  to  their  co-operar 
tioo  with  the  British  Grovernment  in  dividing  tho 
Union.  More  especially  as  the^  come  from  one, 
who,  disappointed  at  not  receiving  the  promised 
reward  from  bis  Government,  has  turned  traitor 
to  his  employers^ 

I(^sir.  there  iaaoy  individual  in  this  country, 
be  he  ol  whatever  party  he  roajf  who  has  givea 
countenance  to  this  man  as  a  British  agent|  and 
has  joined  him  in  a  scheme  of  dividing  the  Union, 
under  tlie  auapices  and  with  the  aid  of  the  Brit- 
ish Government,  I  wish  he  may  be  known,  and  I 
sincerely  hope  that  the  House  will  institute  an 
inquiry  on  this  subject,  and  let  every  such  man 
he  helu^  as  he  ouffht  to  be,  in  contempt  by  all.,  I 
found  It  impossible,  sir,  to  remain  silent  under 
the  imputations  thrown,  or  attempted  to  be  thrown 
upon  that  section  of  the  United  States  from 
which  I  came,  by  the  papers  just  read.  I  will 
repeat  my  wrshes  that  the  whole  business  may 
be  fully  and  promptly  developed. 

Mr.  Bibb  said  he  agreed  wiln  the  gentleman 
who  just  sat  down  on  one  point,  that  a  f  nil  inves- 
Cigation  ought  to  be  had.  It  was  due  to  the  Con- 
gress, to  our  connexions  with  Oreat  Britain,  that 
an,  inquiry  should  be  made  into  the  transaction 
now  exposed  to  view;  and,  in  addition  to  the 
motion  ior  printing,  he  should  move  a  reference 
of  the  Message  to  the  Coinmitlee  of  Foreigu 
Relations. 

Mr.  WiDOERT  said  it  Was  an  old  saying  among 
gunners,  that  you  may  know  the  wounded  pigeons 
oy  their  flutteriii^.  He  would  not  underuke,  as 
toe  gentleman  from  Goaaecticut  had  done,  to 
exonerate  his  constituents  in  a  body  from  anv 
implication  io^this  business.  One  thing,  he  said, 
he  kaeWy  that  the  relation  givea  in  these  docu- 
ments so  exactly  coincided,  with  the  conduct  of 
seme  gentlenoen  in  the  quarter  in  which  he  lived, 
that  1m  was  led  to  believe  in  their  truth.  It  by 
no  means  followed,  becaiue  this  man  had  been  a 
spy,  that  he  could  net  tell  the  trutti.  When  we 
look  back  to  the  times  at  which  his  letters  were 
written,  we  muet  believe  in  their  substantial 
troth.  He  called  upon  gentlemen  to  say,  if  the 
conduct- of  certain  characters  in  those  days  did- 
not  warrant  all  that  was  stated  of  their  designs. 
Let  the  papers  be  printed,  Mr.  W.  said,  and  every 
onewill  be  able  to  judge  for  themselves.  Are  we 
to  shot  our  proceedings  from  the  public  view  in 
(his  way,  by  refusing  to  publish  these  things?  It 
is  on^  ol"  the  moat  impoitaat  oommuiiiGalioiM 
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tnade  to  Congress  at  the  present  session,  and  why 
should  not  the  people  see  lit  Let  ibem  see  and 
judge.  I  will  make  no  comments,  sir.  ob  ih'ti 
business ;  but  I  will  say,  that  it  is  well  known 
that  at  the  tbme  alluded  to  in  those  documents, 
an  opposition  to  the  laws  and  Qovernment  was 
organized,  Mr.  W.  said  he  had  full  cOafidenoe 
in  the  truth  of*  these  documents^  and  he  had 
tiierefore  no  disposition  to  keep  them  from  his 
constituents.  The  House  was  in  duty  hound  to 
give  full  publichy  to  these  papers  by  prtntmg 
them. 

Mr.  Pitkin  disavowed  any  intention  to  oppose 
the  printing  of  these  papers. 

Mr.  Gbolson  said,  it  "was  a  source  of  gratifican 
tion  to  htm^  that,  so  rar  as  the  papers  eommuiii- 
eated  by  the  President  could  be  considered  evi- 
dence at  all,  they  were  certainly  highly  honora- 
ble testimony  in  favor  of  the  Eastern  section  of 
the  Union.  An  emissary  of  great  talents  had 
been  employed  by  the  British  in  a  nefarious 
sceme  to  dismember  the  United  Stales,  and  to 
engender  treason  in  the  very  bosom  of  our  coun* 
tryi  and  yetj  Mr.  Q.  said,  it  does  not  seem  that 
this  spy  has  been  able  to  connect  with  himself 
any  citizen  of  the  United  Slates.  If  he  had  hel^ 
correspondence  with  any  persons  of  distinction, 
the  presumption  is,  their  names  would  have  been 
disclosed  in  the  papers  that  have  been  read.  Mr. 
G.  was  happy  in  cherishing  the  belief  that  the 
liberties  of  this  country  would  always  find  a  suf- 
ficient guarantee  against  machinations  of  this 
sort,  in  the  patriotism  of  every  portion  of  the 
Union.  This  communication,  for  wtiich  the 
House  was  indebted  to  the  President,  was  hijj^hly 
interesting  and  important  in  one  point  of  view. 
It  demonstrated,  as  matter  of  faot,  what  had  here- 
tofore remained  only  specolation  and  conjecture, 
that  the  British  Government  has  long  meditated 
the  separation  of  these  States ;  and  what  is  more, 
that  they  have  Actually  attempted  t^he  ezectttion 
of  this  wicked  design,  and  have  endeavored  to 
convert  our  own  citizens  into  traitors  I  He  would 
say  no  more. 

Mr.  QniNCT  said,  he  was  much  obliged  to  the 
gentleman  last  up  for  the  view  which  he  had 
taken  of  the  subject.  It  had  struck  him  pre- 
viously with  much  force,  and  he  meant  to  have 
taken  the  floor  to  have  expressed  it.  If  evj^  there 
had  existed  in  the  British  Gov^rtomeiit,  or  any 
other  Government,  an  idea  that  there  was  a  party 
in  this  country  who  would  associate  with  it  to 
dissolve  this  Union,  he  thanked  God  that  the 
project  was  exposed.  If  it  was  true,  as  these 
papers  stated,  that  this  mart  had  been  so  em« 
ployed,  he  thanked  God  that  the  mission  had 
been  detected.  The  Administration,  in  bringing 
the  subject  before  the  House,  had  done  worthily, 
and  the  subject  ought  to  be  inquired  into.  What 
is  the  fact,  admitting  ail  that  this  person  has  said 
to  be  true  ?  Why,  that  an  agent  from  the  British 
Government,  under  circumstances  peculiarly  aus- 
picious and  suitable  to  his  purpose,  goes  to  the 
spot  which  he  represents  as  the  hotbed  of  opposi- 
tion, to  stir  up  disunion,  and  his  papers  do  not 
conoiin  an  intimation  that  he  dared  to  mention 


such  an  idea  as  that  of  a  dtssolation  of  theUs^;: 
to  any  individual.  No,  sir ;  and  I  dare  toajia: 
he  .never  did  mention  such  a  thinf  toaoyiibU- 
guished  indiwdual.  As  far  as  I  know  tbe%:- 
ments  of  gentlemen  in  that  quarter,  they  y^ 
this  Union  dear,  and  look  upOn  such  a  coasas 
as  is  supposed  in  these  papers  with  as  mac&iv 
horrence  as  any  man,  however  attached  be  ir 
be  to  the  adminibtration  of  the  Govereiot: 
Whenever  a  dismemberment  of  the  Uaios  li 
been  talked  of,  it  has  been  with  awe,  andviui 
fear  that  the  present  course  of  pahlie  mnscrz 
would  lead  to  such  an  event,  and  not  with  tntr 
to  bring  itf  about.  Sir,  I  know  that  oiher  m 
have  been  spread  over  the  country  for  the  fs^ 
pose  of  serving  party  views.  Bur  here.  Id  rt 
temple  of  our  liberties,  let  us  reason  vithn^ 
another  according  to  the  evidence  before  os.  1 
rejoice  that  the  subject  has  been  brought  fomf. 
and  that  an  ajfent  so  peculiarly  adapted  lo::: 
business  in  which  he  was  employed  ha;  bgi  b» 
able  to  furnish  any  evidence  of  even  the  ecai- 
vance  of  any  individual  arhis  mission. 

Mr.  Rbea  said,  at  the  time  he  had  madetb: 
motion  for  printing,  he  had  not  the  letsi  :in 
that  any  opposition  would  be  made  to  iu  Heli 
not  say  whether  these  papers  were  true  or  m 
true;  whether  they  attacked  any  people  or  m 
Heiioped,  therefore,  the  discussion  of  these  ^^>^ 
would  eease.  It  was  no  reason  against  the  p 
lication  of  these  docqments  that  they  had  bra 
disclosed  by  a  British  agent.  [The  Srcim 
observed  that  no  objection  bad  been  made  bytsr 
gentleman  to  the  printing.]  All  the  traDsactic:^ 
respecting  Andre  and  Arnold  bad  been  priDiei 
so  far  as  the  Congress  could  lay  their  hatiih^ 
them ;  and  why  not  these  7  If  this  a»o  Ik  t 
British  spy  or  traitor,  as  he  has  been  called,  a^ii 
what  he  states  is  not  true^  one  thing  is  adoiuei! 
that  tha  British  are  capable  of  empioyiog  perssi' 
of  infamous  eharactery  by  fabrications  liketb^ 
to  throw  an  odium  on  particular  aeetioos  of  t^t 
country.  So  that,  on  any  view,  this  affair  sho»lc 
be  disoloaed,  if  it  were  only  to  produce  a  H 
union  among  the  people.  We  all  remefflberib; 
publications  of  the  pteriod  to  which  these  papsn 
refer,  and  the  declarations  then  made;  bat lil 
these  would  not  induce  me,  at  this  tnomni,!^ 
say  that  all  Mr.  Henry  says  is  true.  Tfauvu 
be  better  Understood  when  the  committee  sbiL 
make  their  report. 

Mr.  Seybert  moved  to  increase  the  ouo)ber»f 
copies  proposed  to  be  printed  to  S.000. 

Mr.  Wriobt  said,  that  such  an  extraordittrt 
communication  as  that  just  received  from  t^ 
Presidentj  reflecting  so  mucii  on  various  stem^ 
and  parties  of  the  Union,  required  serioos  m- 
sideratioO  before  they  <;onsented  to  pnblish  ^^ 
gross  abuse  of  everv  portion  of  our  people.  Gcs* 
tlemen  should  reflect  that  this  very  6isclo^ 
miffht  be  one  of  the  means  used  by  this  mt^ereiat 
to  divide  this  country.  If  he  wished  to  ^at^^ 
division,  how  could  he  better  attain  his  ob)«(: 
than  by  denouncing  the  people  of  a  parueoiL' 
section  ?  Who  is  this  man,  and  where  is  he?  f^ 
an  inquiry  that  ought  to  be  made.    I  aa  oot  o:^ 
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RepreMntativet  to  authorize  a,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  with  amendments        ... 

recommitted  to  a  select  committee 

reported  with  amendments        ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  aa  amended  - 

the  House  of  Representatives  agreed,-  with 
an  amendment        ..... 

in  which  the  Senate  concurred  .        .        ^ 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion on  the  subject,  wliich  was  agreed  to  -    246 

a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  obe- 
dience to  the  resolution,  read  and  referred    248 

the  committee  reported  a  bill  supplementary 
to  the  act  authorixing  a,  read  - 

read  a  second  timo    -        -        -   *     - 

leftrred  to  a  committee      - ,      - 

reported  with  amendments 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended,  read 
third  time,  and  passed    -        -        -      .  - 
Detroit,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTea 
relating  to  lands  in  the  district  of,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading    ...... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     • 
Disability  of  Judges,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Re 
presentatives  in  relation  to  the 

nad  a  firattime        -        .     •  .        ,. 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  with  amendments 

oidered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  pawed  as  amended 

the  House  of  Representatives  disagree   to 
the  amendment,  and  the  Senate  receded 

returned  by  the  President  of  the  United-States 
with  objectiims  to  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, who  resolved  that  the  bill  do  not 
pass  -  -  -  - '  • 
District  of  Columbia,  a  bill  from  the  Hoose  of  Re- 
presentatives concerning-  the  Levy  Court 
in  the,  read  tvnce,  and  referred 

reported  amended      .        .        •        .. 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 

the    House  of  Representatives  disagree  to 
the  amendments    -        .        .        . 

the  Senate  receded    .        •        .        . 

m  bill  to  provide  for  the  more  effectual  organ 
ization  of  the  militia  in  the,  read  twice 
and  referred*  ... 

reported  amended      -        •        .        . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  con 
ferring  certain  powers  on  the  Levy  Court 
dbc,  read  twice      •        .        •        * 

referred  to  a  committee      ... 

reported  amended      .        •        .        . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representativea  to 
amend  the  laws  in  the,  read    - 

read  a  second  time    -        •        .       ^ 

referred  to  a  committee      ... 

reported  amended      .... 

•rdered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended 

lead  a  thhd  time,  and  passed     - 
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Documents,  Mr«  Leib  gave  notice  of  a  bffl  to  so- 

tborixe  the  transportatioD  ol^  &c  -  •  li 
a  biH  to  frank  certain,  read  twice,  and  erda^ 

ed  to  a  third  reading  -  -  .  .  n 
postponed  indefinitely  -  -  .  .  19 
Doorkeeper    and    Sergeant-at-Arms,   Mounter 

Bayly  elected  -  -  -  -  '.  u 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryhad,  the, 

was  authorized  to  employ  an  assiatant,  &c  I( 
Drawback,.a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represcala- 

tives  to  extend  the  time  of  expocting  vi& 

privilege  of,  read    .        -  .       .  •« 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  tkiii 

reading  •  -  .  .  -  .  .  M7 
read  the  third  time  •  •  -  -  •  M^ 
referred  to  a  committee      -        -        -       •  29 

E. 

Embargo,  a  confidential  measago  from  the  Pren- 
dent  of  the  United  States  recommcndiof 
an,  referred    -        .        -         -         -       .  ir 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repreeentatiwf 

(confidentially)  laying  an,  read  •  •  1)^ 
reaid  a  second  time  -  •  -  .  •  1$ 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  amended — read  a 

third  time,  and  passed    -         -         .      -  10 
a  confidential  message  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  that  they  have  agreed  to 
the  amendments,  and  that  the   Spesker 
had  signed  the  biU        -        -        .      .  l»i 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Anderson,  the  injuadisii 
of  secrecy  was  taken  ofi^  Ax*  -        .      .  It 
Enconnter  at  Sea,  Mr.  Giles  submitted  a  resolo- 
tion  respecting  an,  between  an  Aaoi- 
can  frigate  and  a  British  ship  of  war     -    ^ 
Enemies,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represestt- 

tivea  to  prohibit  vessels  from  traduig  wisk  SH 
read  a  first  time         -        -         -        .      .  S14 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -      -3^ 
reported  with  amendments,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed  ss  amended  -      •  ^^^ 

Engiaeers,  Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland  gaTe  notice 
of  a  bill  making  further  provision  6r  the 
corps  of  -        •        -        -        -        -      •  ^? 
a  bill  to  that  effect  read,  dec.        -        .      •  !^ 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -      •  t' 

reported  without  amendment  -  .  .  M 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  ^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -       -    ^ 

returned  from  the  House  of  Re|n«aentativa 

with  amendments  -  -  -  .  .  S!^ 
amendtnents  concurred  in  ...  1* 

Erie  Canal,  the  President  of  the  United  Ststei 
transmitted  copies  of  an  act  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  New  York  in  relation  to  the, 
dec,  referred  -        -        -        -       .    S 

Evans,  Oliver,  Mr.  Leib  presented  the  meni«iil 

of  .......    8i 

Evasions  and  infractions  of  Commercial  Laws, 
Mr.  Giles  submitted  a  resolution  renect- 

in« » 

"^      agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed       -  ^' 

Executive  Proceedings,  Journal  of  -        •       •  ^ 
Exportation  of  Specie,  dtc.,  a  bill  from  the  HotiE8 

of  Representatives  to  prohibit,  read  twice,  '^ 

amended,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  ^ 
sent  confidentially  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentativef,  who  agreed   to  the  araeod- 

menU ^ 
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Page. 

:tra  Compensation,  Mr.  Leib  robmitted  a  res- 
»  olution  to  allow,  to  certain  servants,  &e., 

read 307 

read  a  second  time*    -        .        .        .        •  308 

ordered  to  a  third  reading           -        -        -  312 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     r        \       '  3^^ 

F. 
liciana,  a  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of,  re-  v 
ferrod  to  the  committee  on  the  bill  for 
the  admission  of  Louisiana  into  the  Union 
ild  Eierdso,  a  letter  from  Colonel  Alexander 

8mjth»  respecting,  dec.  - 
dances,  an  exhibit  of,  from  the  Treasury  De- 
partment      .   -     . 
rst  Circuit,  a  bill  to  alter  the  time  for  holding 
the  Circuit  Courts  in  the,  read  twice,  and 
referred  --.--. 

reported  with  amendments         ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  with  amend- 
ments   ----...     172 

veign  Coins,  a  report  from  the  Treasurj  in 

relation  to-        -        -        -        -        -'25 

•reign  Relations,  Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a  reso- 
lution respecting  our,  disagreed  to  - 
trfeited  Recognisances,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  remission  of,  with- 
in the  District  of  Columbia     -        -        • 
read  a  first  time        •        •        .        .        . 
read  a  second  time    -        •        -        •        • 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -     .   . 
ance,  a  correspondence  concerning  our  rela- 
tions with      -        -        .        ^        .     100, 246 
ance  and  Great  Britain,  Mr.  Giles  submitted  a 
resolution  respecting  our  relations  with  - 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed 
lendB,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  presented  a 
memorial  of  the  Society  of»  referred 
committee  discharged        .... 

igate  Chesapeake,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  transmitted  a  correspondence  show- 
ing that  the  affair  of  the,  had  been  satis- 
factorily adjusted  -        -        -        - 

ilton,  Robert,  and  associates,  a  bill  for  relief  of 

read      -        

read  a  second  time    -        -        .        .        . 

recommitted  to  a  select  committee 

said  committee  reported  a  bill  extending  the 

time  of  certain  patent  rights,  read  - 
read  a  second  time     ..... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        .        - 

G. 

unble,  William,  Mr.  Brent  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred  to  Treasury  Department     261 
report  from  the  Secretary  thereon       -        -     267 
irrard,  William,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of,  read    •        -    246 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -    247 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 248 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •        .        .    260 
eneral  Land  Office,  a  bill  to  establish  a,  read  a 

third  time,  and  passed    ....     131 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  amendments,  and  concurred  in        -    211 
report  from  the  Commissioner  of  the       304, 306 
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General  Post  Office  and  Patent  Office,  a  bill  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  for  the  bet- 
ter accommodation  of  the,  read  twice,  and 

referred 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  -        .        .        .        ^ 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     - 
Georgia*  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of,  rati- 
fying the  amendment  of  the  Constitution 
in  relation  to  titles,  Ac, 
Georgetown   Lancaster  School,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  incorporate, 
read  twice,  and  referred  ... 

reported  without  amendment     ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
German,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  declaring  war 
Giles,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  raising  an 
additional  military  force         ... 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  volunteers       -    107,  1698 
Goddard,  John,  Mr.  Cutts  presented  a  memorial 

of,  referred 208 

Goldsborough,  Charles,  and  others,  Mr.  Yamum 
presented  the  petition  of,  referred    - 
committee  discharged        -        .        . 
Gordon,  Thomas,  Mr.  Franklin  presented  the 
petition  o^  referred         .        .        .      '  - 
an  adverse  report  thereon  agreed  to  - 
Government,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives for  support  of,  read       ... 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments         ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended 
recommitted;  reported  with  amendments 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  • 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
making  additional  appropriations  for  sup- 
port of,  read 219 

read  a  second  time    -        -        -        .        .    288 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    226 

read  a  third  time,  and  reforred   •        .        -    227 
reported  without  amendment,  and  passed  •    837 
Great  Britain,  the  President  communicated  pa- 
pers in  relation  to,  referi^ed    -        -      ]  00,  108 
of  which  one  thousand  copies  were  ordered 
to  be  printed  .....     166 

H. 

Handbook  of  Infkntry,  Mr.  Duane's,  received 

and  acknowledged         ....    3Q9 
Harrison,  Governor  W.  H.,  a  memorial  of  the 
Legislature   of    Indiana  approving  the 
conduct,    and    praying  the   re-appoint- 
ment of,  referred  -----      91 
Hazen,  Charlotte,   Mr.  Bradley  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....      88 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read,  dec.        ...     108 
Henry,  John,  Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a  resolution 

relating  to  the  disclosures  of  -        -        -     168 
amended,  and  agreed  to    -        -        -        -     168 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  that  he  is 
not  in  possession  of  names,  d^c.      -        .-     168 
Hemp,  a  petition,  re«)ecttng  the  culture  of       -  2064 
Henry,  Alexander,  Mr.  Leib  presented  a  memo- 
rial of,  referred      .....    200 
committee  discharged        -        -        -        *    319 
Hoffinan,  Peter,  Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland  pre- 
sented a  petition  of,  referred  -        -        -    206 
adverse  report  thereon  agreed  to       -       •>    21i 
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Howard,  Fitch,  and  Lloyd,  Mr.  Smith  of  New 

York  presented  a  petition  of,  referred      -'      S3 
Howell,  Jeremiah,  B.,  appointed  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  Rhode  Island,  waa  quali- 
fied, dec        -        -        -    ,    -        .        -        9 
Hnbbard,  Henry,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      -----      94 
Hubbell,  Ezekiel,  a  bill  from  the  Houae  of  Rep- 
reaentatiTes,  to  empower  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  decide  in  the  caae  o^  read 

a  first  time 96 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  «.  97 
reported  with  amendmenta  -  •  -102 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  -  103 
read  a  third  time  and  passed,  as  amended  -  104 
HubbeQ,  William,  a  hill  from  the  Hooae  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  relief  of,  read  twica  and 

referred -     185 

reported  without  amendment    -        -        -     19U 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -      .  •>        •        -    200 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -        -        -    801 
Humiliation  and  Prayer,  Mr.  Anderson  submit- 
ted a  resolution  requesting  the  President 
to  appoint  a  day  of,  read        -        .        •    303 
read  a  second  time    -        -        •        -        -    806 
read  a  third  time,  and  recommitted    -        -    806 
reported,  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  ------    307 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    •        -        -    3ip 
Hunter,  William,  appointed  a  Senator  by  th^ 
Legislature  of  Rhode  Island  was  qualified 
Ac .23 

I. 

Imports  and  Tonnage,  a  bill  supplemental  to  the 
act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on, 
read  twice      ------      96 

amended  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     -     103 

read  a  third  time 104 

recommitted  to  a  select  committee    -        -     106 
reported  with  an  amendment     -        •        «     116 
iiidefinitely  postponed        -        -        -        -     161 
Impressments,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Campbell,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  request  cer- 
tain inform ation  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  in  relation  to    -        -        -     317 
report  from  Secretary  of  State  in  reply  321,  2016 
India,  a  bill  to  permit  the  entry  of  veasela  from 

any  of  the  ports  of,  read  -  .  .  226 
read  a  second  time  -  -  -  •  •  226 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        •        -    228 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -        -        -    286 
Indian  Afiairs,  Mr.  Worthington  submitted  a  res- 
olution to  refer  to  a  select  committee  so 
much  of  the  Message  as  relates  to  -        -       16 
the  motion  agreed  to,  and  a  committee  ap- 
pointed on    -        •        -        -        -        - '     18 
Indiana  Territory,  a  memorial  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of,  praying  certain  grants  of  land   -      88 
a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of,  praying  to 

be  admitted  into  the  Union«  referred  -  91 
Mr.  Giles  submitted  a  resolution  for  a  com^ 

mittee  to  revise  the  act  to  divide  -  -  166 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  -  170 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Reureseptatives, 

supplemental  to  the  act  for  oividing,  read    248 
read  a  second  time    -        •    '    -        -        •    S49 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed 260 


Indians,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  MaiylsB^ 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  request  o( 
the  President  of  the  United  States  ndi 
information  as  he  may  poaacss,  rejecting 
the  intentions  of  the        .        .        .      . 

Infantry,  a  bill  from  the  Honse  of  Rapreseats- 
tives  for  the  more  perfect  orgmnizatioo  of 
the,  read  twice  and  referred    - 
reported,  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  ibki 
reading 


Pi^ 


U' 


«:» 


read  a  third  time  and  passed  as  amended  •  *^' 
the  House  of  Represeniatives  disagree  to  tke 

amendments  and  adk  a  conference      •  % 
conference  agreed  to,  and  managers  appointed  tt 
lograham,  Nathaniel  G.,  and  ethers,  Mr.  SmiUk 
of  New  York  presented  the  petition  o( 
which  was  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  Ihs 

Treasury 1- 

report  of  that  oflScer  read  •        -        .       .  :5t 
papers  referred  to  a  aelect  committee  -       -  -'• 
a  bill  to  discharge,  from  imprisonment,  read  Si- 
read  a  second  time     -         -         .-.*!* 
recommitted      -        -        -        -        -       -  2£$ 

reported  without  amendment      -        .       .  S<i 
postponed  indefinitely        -        -       .      .  Stt 
Invalid  Pensioners,  a  bill  from  the  Hooae  of  Rep- 
nsentatives  respecting,  read  twice  and  re> 
ferred    -        -        -        -        -        -       .  S8* 

reported,  amended  •  •  -  .  .  ST 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  •  Sp- 
read a  third  time  and  passed  aa  amendwl  -  31^ 

J. 

Jefieraon  College,  a  bUl  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, authorizing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  locate  lands  reserved  for 
the  use  of,  read  twice     -         -        -       • 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -        -       • 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Judges  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  reelecting  the, 

read  twice      -        -        -         -        -       .  Itl 
read  a  third  time  and  passed       -        .       .  U^' 

Kaakaakia,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives confirming  certain  claims  to  land 
in  the  district  o(  read    -        -        -       - 

read  a  secOnd  time,  and  referred  - 
reported  without  amendment 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        -       • 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed       .        -       • 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes  to 
establish  a   land  district  in  Illinois,  east 
of  the  district  of,  read     .        .        -       - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  .        -       • 
reported  without  amendment      -        -       - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading   -         -        -       • 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     •        •       - 
Kentttcky,  Mr.  Pope  submitted  sundry  resolu- 
tions of  the  Legislature  of      •        -       - 
the  resolution  respecting  public  roads  in,  re* 
ferred  to  a  committee     -        -        -       - 

Kittery^  Elliott,  and  Berwick,  Mr.  Cotta  gave 
notice  of  a  hill  to  annex,  to  the  district  of 
Portsmouth  ------ 

a  bill  to  that  efifect  was  read  twice 
indefinitely  postponed        .        -        -       - 
Mr.  Vamum  presented  a  petition  that  the 
hill  above  mentioned  may  not  pass  - 
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Knight,  LieuUnant  Simeon,  Mr.  Bradtoj  pr*- 
■ented  a  petttioa  ol^  nfemd  to  the  Pay- 
maaler  OeDeni      •        •        -        -        -    SI  1 
report  of  said  officer  on  the  same        -        -    S17 
iCnoxVlUe,  a  bill  from  the  Hooae  of  Repreaenta* 
tives  to  alter  the  time  for  holding  the 
cirenit  court  for  East  TenneawM  at»  read     1S6 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -     126 
reported  amended     ......     161 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        -        -    163 

read  a  third  time,  and  pasted     -        .        •     168 

Landais,  Peter,  Mr.  Smith  of  New  York  pre- 
sented a  petition  of        •  '     -        -        •     183 
referred  to  a  committee      -        -        -        -     1 14 

an  adverse  report  on  the  same   -        •        •    247 
the  report  of  the  committee  agreed  to        -    248 
Land  Office,  a  bill  to  establish  a  General,  read 

twice     -        -        -        -        -        -        -     107 

recommitted      -        •        •'*        --116 
reported  amended      -        -        •        -        -     128 
ordered  tea  third  reading.-        -        -     '-129 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -ISO 
Lands,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
directing  the  terms  on  which,  reverting 
in  failure  of  payment,  shall  again  be  sold, 
read       -        -        -        --        -        -Sd 

read  a  second  tSme,  and  referred         -        -      92 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        -      96 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        ...       97 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...      96 
Lapsley,  Samuel,  (See  Lisle,  John.) 
Letters  of  Marque,  dbc*,  a  bill  from  the  House 

of  RepresenUtives  concerning,  read  twice    301 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     302 

amended,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed  with 
amendmcnU  -•        -        *        -        -    303 

Library,  a  message  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives that  they  have  appointed  a  joint 
committee,  read      -       ,.        -        -        -      23 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  on  the  part  fltf 
the  Senate  appointed     ....      28 

a  bill  making  further  appropriations  for  sup- 
port of  the,  read    .....      24 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  -        -        .        ...        .25 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        *      26 
Light-Houses,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives authorizing  the    purchase  of 
Lewis's  patent  lor  an  improved  method 
of  lighting,  read  twice,  and  referred        -     126 
reported  with  amendmenta         ...     128 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        •     130 

read  a  third  time ;  passed  with  amendmenta     130 
Lisle,  John,  and  others,  (heirs  of  Samuel  Laps- 
ley,)  Mr.  Pope  presented  the  petition  of, 
referred  ......     122 

a  bill  for  the  relief  o^  read         -        -        -     130 
read  fi  second  time    .....    147 

the  third  reading  refused   -        •»        -        •     174 
Livingston,  R.  R.,  and  Robert  Pulton,  Mr.  Giles 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred  -        -      23 
(See  Fulton,  Robert,) 
Lloyd,  James,  of  Msasachusetto,  attended,  and 

took  his  seat  .....       16 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  the  Naval 
Establishment       .....    131 

on  the  Boston  memorial    -        -        -       -    231 


PtfS. 

Loan,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representativea 

anthorizing  a,  read  twice,  and  referred    -  129 

reported  with  amendmenta         ...  147 

oraered  to  a  third  reading  ....  166 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  •  167 
a  hill  from  the  Hoose  of  Representativea 
supplemental  to  the  act  anthorizing  a, 

read 317 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        •        •  818 
reported  with  amendments,  read  three  times, 

and  passed  a»amended  •        -        .        •  SSO 

Louisiana,  a  bill  to  admit  the  State  of,  into  the 

Union,  read  -..---  171 

read  a  seeond  time    .....  173 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  176* 
recommitted  to  the  committee  on  the  bill 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 

same  tenor    •        -        -        -        -        -  176 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 

the  same  effect  twice  read,  and  referred  •  176 

reported  with  amendmenta         -        *        -  179 

Ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  184 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  186~ 
a  bill  to  enlarge  the  limita  of  the  State  of, 

read 182 

read  a  second  time    -        •        .        .        .  183 

186 
194 
240 


ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  •  .  • 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  .  .  • 
a  bill  supplemental  to  the  aet  to  admit,  road 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reeding  -        -        -        .        . 

read  a  third  time  by  consent,  and  passed 

Louisiana  Lead  Company,  a  bill  to  incorporate 
the,  read        ... 
referred  to  a  committee  of  fite 
reported  with  amendmenta 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
recopamitted      ... 
reported  amended 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 

Lyon,  Matthew,  a  memorial  of,  praying  repay 
ment  of  a  fine,  read 

Lyon,  George,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre 

sentatives  for  relief  of,  read    - 

read  a  second  time,  and  indefinitely  post 

poned  -   -   - 


241 
241 

101 
161 
168 
174 
176 
176 
178 
181 

19 

816 
816 
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Maine,  District  of,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  alter  the  time  of  holding 
'one  of  the  terms  of  the  district  court  iu 
the,  read        ...... 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading-   ' 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ... 

Maritime  Frontier,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives making  further  appropriation 
for  defence  of,  twice  read        ... 
referred  to  a  committee      .        •        •        • 
reported  with  amendmenta         ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        .        .        • 
read  a  third  time,i  and  passed  with  amend- 
ments            -        •    168 

Mr.  Reed  presented  a  memorial  from  citizena 
of  Maryland,  praying  measures  for  d^ 
fence  of 262 


21 

22 

22 


117 
120 
161 
168 
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Maritime  Frontier— contiimed.  Page, 

a  bill  from  the  Houae  of  RepreaontatLvea 
for  further  defence  of  the,  twice  read,  and 
referred  .•-...    314 

reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 

time,  and  paated    -        -        •        -        -  316 
Maaon'a  Island,  a  bill  from  the  Home  of  Repre- 
aentativea  to  authorise  a  canal  around  the 

caueeway  of,  read  -        .        -        -        -  223 

read  a  second  time    •        •        •        .        •  225 

referred  to  a  committee     ....  226 

reported  with  amendments         -        •  v       •  250 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -  251 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  with  amend- 
ments   .......  258 

Maaeachusetts,  resolutions  and  memorial  of  the 

Legielature  of,  against  war      ...  250 
Mechanics'  Bank  of  Alexandria,  Mr.  Brent  pre- 
sented a  petition  praying  the  chazterof 

the 148 

referred  to  a  select  committee     ...  143 

a  bill  to  incorporate  the,  read     ...  169 

read  a  second  time-    *        «        -        •        •  170 

recommitted      ......  177 

reported  with  amendments         -        -        -  184 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended .       .  198 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  2OO  | 
returned  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes 
amended,  and  concurred  in    -        -        -  240 
Merchant  Vessels,  Mr.  Dana  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion relating  to  the  arming  of  -        -        -  199 
agreed  to,  i^d  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee       - 201 

a  bill  concerning  the  arming  of,  for  defence, 

read       .......  209 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading          ......  2I8 

Message,  the  President's  Annual      -        -        -  11 
three  hundred  copies  of  the  above  and  doc- 
uments, ordered  to  be  printed          -        -  12 
Afr.  Giles  offered  sundry  resolutions  to  refisr 

the,  to  select  committees        -        -        -  15 
another,  from  the  President  of  the  United 

States,  with  supplementary  documents    -  17 
Michigan,  a  memorial  of  the  citiiens  of,  praying 

protection  against  the  Indians         -        •  88 
Military  Bounty  Lands,  a  bill  for  dengnating, 

aunreying,  dec,  read       -        •        -        -  166 

read  a  second  time    -        ....        -  167 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  thiid  reading     -  183 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  184 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendments,  and  concurred  in        •  226 
Militarjr  Establishment,  a  bill  to  complete  the  ex- 
isting, read    - 29 

read  a  second  time    -        -        •        .        -30 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -  32 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  unanimously  33 

a  bill  in  addition  to  the,  read      -        -        -  116 

read  a  second  time 118 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -     '  -  120 

read  a  third  time,  and  recommitted    -        -  121 

reported  with  amendments         -        -        -  126 
oidered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended,  and 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -        •>        -  127 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  amendments  -        .        .        .        .  174 

referred  to  a  select  committee     -        -        -  176 
the  Senate  disagree  to  all  the  amendments, 

and  ask  a  conference      -        -     '  -        -  176 


it, 


'.•9 


1!. 


Military  Establishment— continued.  ?^l 

the  House  of  Representatives  insist,  ud 

agree  to  a  confeience      -         ... 
report  of  the  Managers  agived  to,  and  the 

bill  modified  ...         ... 

the  House  of  Representatives  agreed  to  the 

modifications         ..... 
a  bill  friom  the  House  of  Representatzrtf 

making  additional  appropriations  ftr  the  2.t 
read  a  first  time        -        -         -        •       -  3J 
read  a  second  and  third  time,  and  paand    •  Sli 
Militaiy  Peace  EsUblishment,  a  tall  supplemea- 

tal  to  the  act  fixing  a,  read  -  •  -  IK 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  •  •  W 
reported  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading  -        -        -        -        -       .  |r 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        .       .  3r 
Militia,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repreaentativei 

making  provision  for  arming  the  whok 

body  of,  read  -        -        -        -        -       .  ir 


read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -        .       •  IS 
reported  with  amendments  -        .       -   Is 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        •       .  IM 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  •   l£ 
Milledgeville,  (Georgia,)  resolution  of  the  citi- 
zens, of  expressing  confidence  in  the  Gov- 
ernment        ...... 

Miller,  Christopher,  a  bill  from  the  Honae  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
the  third  reading  refused    .... 

Minifie,  Charlsa,  Mr.  Bradley  gave  notice  of  t 
bill  for  relief  of      ..... 

a  bill  for  relief  of^  read  twice,  and  referred  • 
reported  with  amendments         ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

road  a  third  time,  and  p|^ased  as  amended  • 
Mint,  the  President  of  the  United  Sutcs  trani- 
mitted  the  report  of  the  Director  of  the  • 
Miscellaneoua  Claims^  a  statement  of  moneys  ex- 
pended in  the  discharge  o^     •        •       - 
Mississippi  Territory,  a  resolution  of  the  Legit- 
lature  of,  to  support  the  Administratioa, 
otc,  read       ...... 

a  bill  fit>m  the  Houae  of  Representatives  to 

enable  the  people  of,  to  form  a  oonstiti- 

tion,  read  twice,  and  referred 

report  of  aaid  committee    .        .        .       - 

postponed  indefinitely        .... 

a  joint  resolution  authorizing  a  census  to  be 
taken  of  the  people  of,  read    •        .       .  S9 

read  a  second  time 34: 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        •       •  ^ 

postponed  indefinitely        -        -        .       .  9(1 
a  bill  firom  the  HouM  of  Representatives  to 
confirm  certain  grants  under  the  Spanish 
Government  -        -        -        -        -       .   J8 


u: 

19 
I> 

I) 

19 

IS 
n 
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read  twice,  and  referred  .  .  .  • 
reported  with  amendmenta 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  -  -  • 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  aa  amended  - 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repreaentatitcs 
confirming  certain  grants  by  the  British 

Government 

read  a  first  time         -   .    • 
read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     •       •       - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -       - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     • 


m 

38 


30 
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nssippi  Territory— continued.  Page. 

a  bul  from  the  Bonse  of  RepresentatiTee  ask- 
ing  the  consent  of  Georgia  to  divide,  into 
two  States,  read     .....    ti52 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        •    257 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    259 
Mitchill,  Richard,  Mr.  Anderson  presented  a  pe- 
tition of ■  .     169 

reforred  to  the  committee  on  Streshly's  pe- 
tition      172 

MorriSy  Goavomenr,  and  others,  Mr.  German  pre- 
sented a  memorial  of,  refervftd         -        -      87 

the  committee  discharged  ...    SQO 

Munitions  of  War,  a  bill  making  appropriations 

to  procure,  Ac,  read  twice     -        -        -      30 

read  a  third  time       .....      86 

recommitted      ......      99 

poatpooed  indefinitely        -        -        -        -     115 
HcConnell,  Matthew,  and  others,  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Line,  Mr.  Leib  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  107 

li. 

Naturalisation,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives supplemental  to  the  act  con- 
<xming,  read  twice         -        •        *    ,    -    814 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Alien  Enemies    317 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed    .....    318 

Naval  Establishment,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  concerning  the       -        -     107 

read  twice,  and  reiened     *        •        -        -     ill 

reported  with  amendments         ...     126 

further  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  thi^ 

reading  ......     164 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -     166 
the  House  of  Rej^resentatives  agree  to  the 
first  and  disagree  to  the  other  amend- 
ments     171 

the  Senate  insist,  and  ask  a  conference        -    17S 
the  House  of  Representatives  insist,  and 

agree  to  the  conference  .        .        •        -     174 
report  of  the  managers       ....     176 
the  modifications  recommended  agreed  to  *     178 
Naval  Peace  Establishment,  the  act  supplemen- 
tal to  the  act  providing  for  a,  was,  on  mo- 
tion, referred  to  a  select  committee  to 
consider  what  amendments  thereto  were 
necessary      ..-.--    245 
report  of  said  committee    .        .        •        •    249 
Navy,  report  on  the  expenditures  of  appropria- 
tions for  the 92 

another  report  from  the.  Department,  in 

obedience  to  the  act  regulating  clerks,  die      96 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 

support  of  the,  read  •  *■  •  -  117 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  «  -  118 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  •182 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  -  123 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  -124 
Navy  Pension  Fund,  report  from  the  Secretary 

of  the  Navy  on  the  subject  of  the    -        -      97 
Newcastle,  Delaware,  Mr.  Bayard  presented  a 
memorial  of  the  citizens  of,  praying  meas- 
ures of  defence  of  their  port,  referred  to  . 
the  SecreUry  of  War     ....    306 
report  of  that  officer  thereon       -        -        -310 
New  Jersey,  the  President  of  the  United  SUIes 
communicated  a  resolution  of  the  Legis- 
'  latnre  of,       -       - 104 


Page. 
New  Orleans,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives relinquishing  a  certain  lot  to 
the  corporation  of,  read  -        -        -        -     171 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -    172 
reported  with  amendments,  read  a  third  time, 

and  passed  as  amended  ....     179 
a  petition  of  the  Mayor,  dec.  of,  praying  the 
extension  of  a  street       ....    306 
New  York,  a  bill  authorizing  the  appointment  of 

an  additional  Judge  for  the  District  of,  read  1 95 
read  a  second  time  -  -  -  ...  197 
referred  to  a  committee  -  •  •  -  199 
reported  amended  .....  204 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    2O8 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    209 
Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York,  presented  a  me- 
morial of  merchants  of,  deprecating  war    -    254 
ordered  to  be  printed  -        -        -        -    266 

copy  of  the  proceedings  of  sundry  citizens 
o(  approving  the  measures  of  Government    310 
Nicholson,  Maiy,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      .....     1S6 
an  adverse  report  concurred  in  -        -        -    148 
North  Bend,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent-  . 
atives  to  authorize  a  road  from  Greenville 
to,  read  twice,  and  refvrred     -        -        -      31 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        -      90 
'   ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -      92 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -      93 
North  Carolina,  resolutions  of  the  General  As- 
sembly of,  approving  the  Message,  dec    -     .  92 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
alter  the  time  of  holding  the  district  cpurts 
of,  read  twice,  and  referred     •        .        .99 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 

time,  and  passed    .....     100 
a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  o(  ratifying 
the  amendment  to  the  Constitution  on  the 
subject  of  titles,  &c.       •        ^        •        •     104 

O. 

O'Bannon,  Thomas,  "Mr.  Tait  presented  a  peti- 
tion of;  referred  to  a  committee     -        -      23 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice        -        -      25 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -      27 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        .      27 
O'Cousier,  Lewis  Gez,  and  others,  Mr.  Pope  pre- 
sented a  petition  of,  relating  to  the  culti- 
vation of  the  vine   125 

Ogden,  Abram,  Mr.  Condict  presented  a  petition 

of;  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed        -       87 
Ohio,  Mr.  Worthington  presented  a  petition  of 

the  Legislature  o^  relating  to  boundaries      94 
Mr.  Campbell  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing         116 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed        -     118 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Hepresentatives 
granting  further  time  to  purchasers  of  pub- 
lic lands  northwest  of  the  river,  read      •    311 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -     .  •    313 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  .....    315 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -        •        -    317 
Old  CUy  Hall,  (New  York,)  a  bill  authorizing 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  purchase 
or  lease  the,  for  the  use  of  Government, 

read 197 

read  a  third  time,  and  referred    -        -        -198 
reported  amended      •       •       •       .       ^    204 
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Page. 
Ordnance,  a  bill  from  Um  Hoom  of  Repreaenta- 

tivea  for  the  better  regulation  of  the        -    226 

read  twice,  and  referred     ....    227 

reported  with  amendmenif,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading       .....    236 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed,  ae  amended   -    238 
Ordnance  Stores,  a  bill  from  the  Hotiee  of  Kep- 
reaentativee  aathoriaing  the  puchaae  of, 
read      ..----.96 

read  a  third  time,  and  referred  -        -        -      96 

reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed  .....  99 
Orleans,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represeata- 
tives  extending  the  time  for  opening  the 
several  land  offices  in  the  Territorj  of, 
read  twice,  and  referred  -        -        -        .      22 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading       -----      24 

read  a  third  time,  and  pawed,  as  amended  •>      25 

Orr,  Thomas,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 

sentitives  lor  the  relief  of  ...  166 
read  a  first  time  .....  167 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  168 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  172 
third  reading  refused  -  -  -  -  -  176 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  185 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed,  with  amend- 
ments   -        -        -        -        -        -     .  -  186 

P. 

Page,  Joseph  Willington,  Mr.  Gaillard  presented 

a  petition  of  -        -        -        -        -        .    257 
Parker,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented  a 
^         memorial  of;  ordered  to  be  printed        -     148 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State        •        -     163 
Patterson,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Smith  of  Ma- 
ryland presented  a  petition  of  -        -        -     197 
referred  to  a  committee  on  a  similar  subject    200 
Pay  and  Rations  of  Navy  Officers,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  I«loyd,  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  on  the  subject  of,  referred  to  a 
select  committee    -        -        .        -        .     127 
Pearl  River,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives for  the  relief  of  the  Board  of  Com- 
missioners W'ist  of,  read .        -        -        -     121 
read  a  second  time    -        .        -        •        .     122 
referred  to  a  select  committee    ...     123 
reported  without  amendment     •        -        -     161 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -     163 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -     163 

Peck,  William,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives authoriaing  the  discharge  of, 

from  imprisonment         -        -  .      •        •  252 

read  a  first  time        .        •        -        .        .  267 

read  a  second  tone,  and  referred        -        -  258 

reported  without  amendment     •        •        .  262 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        •        .  298 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        •        -  300 

Pennsylvania,  the  President  communicated  oer* 

tain  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  •  89 
resolutions  of  the  first  Congressional  district 

of,  relating  to  preparations  for  war  -  -  246 
Penroee,  Clement  B.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  for  the  relief  of  -  -  262 
read  twice,  and  referred  .  •  .  •  267 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  .....  261 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    263 


Philadelphia  and  Wilmiagton  Sceamhoat  Cob- 
pany,  Mr.  Bayard  presentmi  the  pelJiisB 
of;  referred  -        -        -        -        -      -    » 

(See  iSfeom^M/s.) 
Phillips,  J.  and  £.,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented  the  ds- 

morial  of;  read      -        -        -        -      -    I 

referred  to  a  select  committee     -        -      •    11 
Pinkney,  Captain  Ninian*  Mr.  Leib  ynma^tL 

the  petition  of;  referred  -        -        -      .  SSI 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of^  read  -        -        -.19 
read  a  second  time     -        -        -        -      -  Si 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -      •  91 
Pope,  Mr.,  remarks  o(  on  the  joint  iceoiutiiim  for 

recess 211,  tli 

Porter,  David.  Mr.  Franklin  presented  a  petitioa 

of;  referred   -        -        -        -        -       .    ? 
committee  discharged,  and  the  satject  indef* 
initely  postponed  -        -        •      .  .      .  IK 
Portuguese  vMsels,  Mr.  Gregg  submitted  a  itm- 

lution  relating  to ;  referred     -        •       •  tt 
Post  Roads,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represeaft' 

atives  tn  alter  and  establish  certain  -       •  S^ 
read  the  first  time      -        -        -        .       •  IT  I 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -       ■  i!i\ 
reported  without  amendment      -        -      •  ^ 
ordered'toa  third  reading  -        •        -      •  tS  ' 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -      >  tt 
Potomac,  a  bill  to  improve  the  navigation  of  Ae       ' 
river,  read  twice     -        -        -        -      -  Ifc 
recommitted      -        -        -    .    -        -       -  VX\ 
reported  with  amendments        -        .      .  i:) 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        -        .       .   ;£ 
read  a  third  time,  and  pMsed,  mm  amended  •   \^ 
Pre-emption,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rcprescat- 
atives  allowing  further  time  to  eompleie 
payments  on  lands  held  by  right  o^  iced 
twice,  and  referred        -         ...    9 
reported  without  amendment      -        .       .    SS 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         ...    ft 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        .       .    I 
President  of  the  United  States,  appointment  sf 

a  joint  committee  to  wait  on  the     -  ! 

President  pro  tern,  of  the  Senate,  a  bill  feon  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  eompeonte 

the,  read S'f 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  •  •  3'>^ 
reported  with  amendments  -  .  .  9.5 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed,  as  amended  •  )•• 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  submitted  a  rcsoln- 

lution  concerning  the  election  of   -       -  3^' 
postponed  indefinitely        -        -        .       .  3U 
Prisoners  of  War,  a  bill  for  the  safe^keeping  sC 

read  twice      -        -        -        -        .       -  J> 
Public  Contracts,  report  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment on         ..-.--9f 
report  of  the  Postmaster  General        -       •    ^ 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  -        -       -   !•' 
Public  Grounds,  a  bill  authorizing  the  Pieekleat 

to  lease,  for  a  term  of  years,  the,  read     •   I^ 
read  a  second  time  and  referred  -       -   1^ 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  R^reseotatives  sf 

the  same  tenor,  read  -  -  .  .  ST 
read  a  second  time  -  -  -  -  .  Itf 
referred  to  the  committee  on  the  Senate  bill  ^ 
'  reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  SST 
oraered  to  a  third  reading  -  •  .  .  9^ 
read  a  third  time,  and  recommitted  -  •  ^ 
reported  with  amendments  •  •  -  ^ 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended       •  ^ 
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nblie  Grounds— coDtinned.                                 Page. 
read  a  tbird  time,  and  paaaed  with  amend- 
ments  .......  306 

returned  from  the  Houae  of  Repreaentatives 
with  an  amendment,  in  which  the  Senate 
did  not  concur,  and  the  House  receded    -  312 
nbiic  Lands,  Mr.  Worthington  submitted  a  res- 
olution respecting  .        •        •        •        .  19 
agreed  to^  and  %,  oommittee  appointed  -        •>  90 
a  bill  making  further  provision  for  the  sale  of, 

read 125 

read  a  second  time    .....  ISO 

indefinitely  postponed        ....  182 
a  bill  from  the   House  of  Reptesentatires 

giving  further  time,  dtc,  read          -        -  169 

read  n  second  time    -        -        -        -        -  170 

referred  to  a  select  committee  ^       w        «  182 

reported  with  amendments         -        -        -  193 
ordered  to  a  thicd  reading  -        •        -        •198 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    •  199 

Q- 

oartermaster's  Department,  a  bill  to  establish  a, 

read  twice      -        -        -        -'       -        -  30 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  66 

read  a  third  time        .        i        .        .        .  86 

and  passed        ......  92 

retiimed  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  amendments,  ordered  to  be  printed  -  102 

read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred    -  102 

recommitted  to  a  sdect  committee      -        *  106 

indefinitely  postponed        -        -        «        -  116 

(See  Miliiary  Establishment) 
a  hill  from  thellouse  of  Representatires  to 

amend  the  act  to  establish  a,  read  •        -  236 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        •        •  238 

reported  with  amendments         ...  243 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read  a  third  time 

by  consent,  and  passed  amended      -        -  244 

lucrum,  interchange  of  messages  respecting  c  -  10 

R. 

langers,  %,  bill  to  authorhse  the  President  to  raise 

certain  companies  of,  read  •  *  -  32 
read  a  second  time  -  -  -  •  -33 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  •  •  -  88 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
making  appropriations  £or  expenses  of, 
read  twice,  and  referred  .... 
reported  without  amendment  ,-  "  * 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read  a  third  time, 

and  passed 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  stip- 
plcmental  to  the  above    .... 
read  a  first  time         -        -        *        •        - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments  ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  •  •  . 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  •  ^  . 
the  Hou«e  of  Representatives  disagree  to  the 

amendments,  and  the  Senate  insist  * 
the  House  of  Representatives  receded 
Recess,  a  joint  resolution  from  the  H-ouse  of  Rep* 
resentatives  to  inquire  into  the  expedien- 
cy of,  read     ---.-- 
resolution  concurred  in,  and  oommittee  ap- 
pointed .,-„..- 
report  of  said  committee  fixing  the  29th  of 
ApriLand  18th  of  May,  read  twice  •        • 
amended  by  substituting  8th  of  June  lor  the 
last  date        -        -        .        . 
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262 
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307 
311 


197 
207 


211 
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226 
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read  a  third  time,  and  passed^as  amended 

Mr.  Leih  submitted  a  resolution  on  the  sub- 
ject of  a,  read        .        -        .        - 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading 

read  a  third  time,  atod  passed     ... 

a  message  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives that  they  have  postponed  indefinite- 
ly the  resolution  as  amended  by  the  Senate    219 

the  House  of  Representatives  refuse  to  con- 
cur in  the  Senate  resolution   .        -        •    226 

Reddick,  Thomas  F.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  the  relief  of,  read 

read  a  second  time     ..... 

ordered  to  %.  third  reading  .... 
Refugees,  a  bill  supplemental  to  the  acts  regulat- 
ing grants  of  land  to,  read  twice    - 

recommitted 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
making  provision  for,  read      ... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  with  amendments         ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        «        •        . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 

a  bill  further  to  provide  for,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  with  amendments  ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    - 

Reprisals  on  Britbh  Commerce,  the  committee 
on  the  war  bill,  reported  an  amendment 
authoriiing  public  armed  vessels,  dec,  to 
make     --*---. 

Republican  Corresponding  Society,  of  Indiana 
Territory,  a  resolution  of  the^  was  com- 
municated to  the  Senate,  respecting  elec- 
tion of  sheriA,  dec,  read        ... 

Reserved  Sections  of  Land,  a  bill  making  farther 

provision  for  the  sale  of,  read  .        .        - 

read  a  second  time    ..... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading-        ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  plused      ... 

Revolutionary  War,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  provide  for  persons  dis- 
abled by  known  wounds  received  in  the, 

read 

read  a  second  time,  and  refirrred 
reported  with  amendments         ... 
«     ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    • 

Rhode  Island,  Mr.  Hunter  presented  resolutions 
of  the  Legislature  of,  deprecating  war    - 

Richmond,  Mr.  Bradley  submitted  a  resolution 
expressing  national  respect  and  sorrow 
for  the  unfi>rtttnate  persons  who  perished 
by  fire  in,  on  the  night  of  the  26th  De- 
cember, 1811  ....  * 
amended  and  agreed  to      •        •        -        •• 

Richmond  and  Manchester,  Mr.  Giles  presented 
a  memorial  of  inhabitants  of,  deprecating 
War       .------ 

Robinson,  Jonathan,  of  Vermont,  attended,  and 
took  his  seat  ^        -        .        -        -        - 

Russell,  Nathaniel,  Mr.  Oaillard  presented  ape* 
tition  of,  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasory 167 

report  of  that  ofilcer  thereon    •        •       -177 
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Page. 
Volante«n,  a  bill  from  the  Hoase  of  Repreeente* 
tirec  to  authorize  tho  President  to  ac- 
cept, read  twice  and  referred  -        •        •    102 
reported  with  amendments         ...     106 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        •  .     -    111 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  •     \l% 
a  hill  supplemental  to  the  act  to  raise,  read 

twice  and  referred  -        -        •        -    314 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading      .        ^        •        .        •    316 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes  to 
authorize  the  President  to  accept,  read 
twice  and  referred  -        -        -        -    313 

reported  with  amendments,  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed,  as  amended         ...    318 
Yowell,  John,  and  Thomas,  Mr.  Brent  presented 

the  petition  of       -        -        .        •        •    219 

W. 

Wabash,  letters  from  Governor  Harrison,  report- 
ing the  issue  of  the  battle  on  the    -        -      86 
a  bill  from  the  House  -of  Representatives  for 
relief  of  those  who  served  in  said  cam- 
paign, read  twice,  and  referred       -        -     128 
reported  with  amendments         ...     147 
recommitted     -        •        .        .        -        -164. 
reported  with  further  amendments      -        -     177 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        «•        -        -     180 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -     181 
the  House  of  Representatives  agree  to  some 
and  disagree  to  other  amendments  -        •192 

the  Senate  insist 193 

the  Hduse  of  Representatives  recede  -      '  •     196 
War,  a  report  frvm  the  Secretary  of,  in  obedience 

to  act,  &c -        -      93 

Mr.  Gregg  presented  a  memorial  from  a  large 
number  of  persons  in  Philadelphia,  de- 
precating the  calamities  of  -  '  -  -  242 
a  biH  from  the  House  of  Representatives  de- 
claring, against  Great  Britain,  twice  read 
and  referred  •••••.  266 
reported  and  recommitted  ...    267 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading      «        •        .        .        *    287 
Mr.  Giles  submitted  a  motion  to  am«ttd  the 

bill 296 

which  was  rejected    -        .        .        .        •    S97 
bill  read  a  third  time,  and  passed,  as  amended    297 
the  House  of  Representatives  concur  in  the 
amendments  ••....    298 

sundry  petitions  and  memorials  against  4100,  306, 

307,  809,  314 
War  Department,  a  Message  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States  recommending  pro- 
vision for  two  subordinate  appointments 
therein  .......    209 

referred  to  a  select  committee  -  -  -  210 
a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  establish 

the,  read -    212 

read  the  second  time  -  ....  216 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  •  -218 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  •  -  219 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 

with  an  amendment        •        •        .        .    226 
indefinitely  postponed        .....    258 
Washington,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives further  to  amend  the  charter  of, 

read -        .     201 

lead  a  second  time,  and  referred        •       •    204 


Washington,  charter  o(— «0DtiDiied«  fm 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  ts  • 

third  reading  -        -        •        -      -  S:! 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  SU 
Washington  Canal  Company,  Mr.  Bradley  pn- 
sented  the  petition  of  the,  read  and  »• 

ferred IJ 

a  bill  to  carry  into  eflfeet  an  act  of  the  Lt- 
gislature  of  Maryland^  relating  to,  twin 

read 15 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  -  •  .  iTi 
read  a  third  time,  and  paiand      •        -      •  n 

Washington  College,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives,  to  incorporate  the  -       •  SM 

read  a  first  and  second  time        -        >      <  S7 

referred  to  a  committee      -        -        .      .  S 

report  indefinitely  postponed      -        -      -  U 

Webb,  Josiah  H.,  a  bill  from  tfie  Honse  of  Rep> 

resentatives  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice  -  S 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        •        .      .  r 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -        .      .  r 
West  Florida,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, to  annex  a  part  o^  to  the  Mii- 

sissippi  Territory,  read  -        -        .      .  SS 

read  a  second  time,  and  refinrred  -  -  SX 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to  ■ 

third  reading         -        -        -        .      .  9 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  •  9 

Weston,  Ezra»  and  Son,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred  to  the  Secretaiy  of 
State y 

West  Point,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  con- 
cerning -        -        -        -        -      -  r.' 

Wharton,  Thomas  F.,  Mr.  Leib  presented  t  pe- 
tition of         ......    S 

Wheaton,  Joseph,  Mr.  Taylor  presented  a  oe- 

morial  of       -        -        -        .       .      .    i( 

Whipple,  Captain  Abraham,  a  bill  from  the  Houe 
of  Representatives  for  the  relief  o^reid 
twice,  and  referred  -         .        .      .    S 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading  -  -  .  .  .  H 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        .      .    f 

Whitlow,  Charles,  Mr.  Giles  presented  a  petitioB 

of,  referred  -  -  -  -  .  .  * 
committee  discharged         -        -        .      .  IS 

Widows,  Mr.  Pope  submitted  a  re^otution  re- 
specting the,  of  those  who  fell  in  the  bit- 
tie  of  the  Wabash S 

Wilkinson,  General  James,  Mr.  Gregg  pressBfied 

the  memorial  of,  referred  -  .  .  SS 
committee  report  a  statement  of  the  aeooonl 

of,  with  a  resolution  -  -  .  .  8S 
the  resolution  recommitted  -        .       .  SSf 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of^  read  -  •  .  .  tf « 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  •  ^ 
reported  with  an  amendment,  read  a  diiri 

time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  '  ^ 
Williams,  Colonel  Jonathan,  a  bill  from  the 

House  of  Representatives  for  the  relief  of  -^ 
read  twice,  and  referred  -  •  -  •  -  Sf 
indefinitely  postponed  -  -  .  .  91^ 
Wilson,  Thomas,  a  bill  from  the  Hooseof  Refve- 

sentatives,  for  relief  of  -  -  *  '  |f 
read  a  first  time  -  -  •  -  '  '^' 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  ^^ 
reported  without  amendment  •  .  •  1^ 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -^  •  .  I^ 
read  a  third  time,  and  paisBd     -       •      •  I* 
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rorthington,  Mr.,  remarkB  of,  on  the 
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sung,  Anna,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives ibr  relief  o^  read  twice,  and 
.referred  ......    243 

reported  without  amendment      •        .        .    802 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        •        «    308 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     *        •        •    310 
MS  and  JNays,  0|i  amending  the  apportionment 

bill        -        ^        ....        .      26 

on  a  motion  to  amend  the  engineer  bill      -      27 

on  adhering  to  their  amendments  of  the  ap- 
portionment bill     -        •        .        .        -      31 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  complete 
the  MiliUry  Establishment     ...      33 

on  amending  the  bill  to  raise  an  additional 
military  force         -        -        .        •   84, 35, 84 

on  the  final  passage  of  said  bill  -        -        -      85 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  extending 
patent  righto  to  Robert  Fnlton  and  others      92 

on  agreeing  to  amendmenta  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  the  bill  to  raise  an  addi- 
tional military  force       ....      95 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  for  the  pur- 
chase of  ordnance  -        ...        -99 

on  postponing  the  bill  concerning  commerw 
cial  intercourse  .....      1O6,  107 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  to  in- 
corporate the  Louisiana  Lead  Company  -     115 

on  amending  the  bill  concerning  afiidaTits 
and  bail         -        .        .        -        .        -119 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  concerning 
army  regulations 121 

on  agreeing  to  Mr.  Reed's  xesolution  con- 
cerning trade  to  France  ....     148 

on  amending  the  bill  concerning  the  Naval 
Establishment 164 

on  Mr.  Lloyd's  resolution  calling  for  names 
implicated  by  John  Henry      -        -        -     167 

on  amending  the  bill  for  relief  of  the  heirs 
of  Samuel  Lapeley  ....     174 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  same        -        -174 

on  amending  the  bill  in  relation  to  the  cam- 
paign on  the  Wabash    -        .        .        -     180 

on  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Louisiana  Lead 
Company 181 

on  amending  the  bill  concerning  bounda- 
ries      - 182 

on  amending  the  bill  relating  to  bounty 
lands 183 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  enlarge 
the  limito  of  Louisiana  ....     186 

on  a  motion  to  remove  the  injunction  of 
secrecy  from  the  embargo  bill     •     .        -     187 

on  a  motion  to  print  the  same  under  an  in- 
junction of  secrecy  .....     188 

on  suspending  the  rule  forbidding  the  second 
reading  of  a  bill,  dec.      ....     I88 

on  a  motion  of  Mr.  Lloyd  to  request  certain 
information  of  the  President   ...     188 

on  amending  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  lay  an  embargo        •        -     189 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  said  bill    -        -     189 

on  a  motion  to  suspend  a  rule    -        •        -  .  190 
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on  a  motion  to  remove  the  injunction  of  se- 
crecy      190 

on  amending  the  bill  authorizing  a  detach- 
ment of  militia 192 

on  the  final  passage  of  said  bill  ...     192 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill,  in  addition 
to  the  act  to  raise  an  additional  military 
force 193 

on  a  motion  to  recede  from  their  amend- 
roenu  to  the  Wabash  bill        -        -        -     198 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  enlarge 
the  limits  of  |iOuisiana  •        -        -        -194 

on  the  confidential  bill  to  prohibit  exporta- 
tion of  specie,  ^tc  .....    2OS 

on  the  final  passage  of  said  bill  ...    208 

on  amending  the  joint  resolution  for  a  re- 
cess        211,216 

on  the  final  passage  of  said  resolution  as 
amended       ......    21O 

on  the  final  passage  of  Mr.  Leib's  resolution 
ibr  recess     .  -        -        .        .        .        .    219 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  granting  an 
annuity  to  General  St.  Clair  ...    228 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  authorizing 
Tennessee  to  issue  grants,  dec        •        -    224 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  granting  an 
annuity  to  Arthur  St.  Clair    ...    224 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  for  re- 
lief of  Venezuela    227 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Boston 
memorial       ......    2«I6 

on  Mr.  Pope's  motion  to  repeal  the  several 
acts  relating  to  commercial  intercourse    -    239 

on  a  motion  to  adjourn  for  want  of  a  quo- 
rum      -        -        -        -        .        .        .239 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  to  dis- 
charge certain  persons  from  imprison- 
ment    .......    244 

on  motion  to  amend  the  bill  declaring  war  270, 

271,  286,  287,  297 

on  Mr.  German's  motion  to  postpone  the 

said  bill 284 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  same  -  -  287 
on  another  motion  to  postpone  the  same  -  296 
on  a  motion  to  adjourn  ....  297 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  war  bill  -  •  297 
on  postponing  the  bill  aathorizing  a  detach- 
ment of  militia  .....  299 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  relating  to 
letters  of  marque  and  reprisal         -        -  80S 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  author- 
ize the  issue  of  Treasury  notes       -        -    304 

on  the  final  passage  of  said  bill  -        -        .     306 

on  receding  from  their  amendments  to  the 
bill  concerning  rangers  ....    307 

on  amending  the  bill  concerning  additional 
duties    ......     308, 309 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  said  bill     -        -    309 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  joint  resolution 
respecting  a  day  of  humiliation,  dec.        .    310 

on  amending  the  bill  to  prohibit  vessels 
from  trading  with  enemies      -        -        -    319 

on  amending  the  bill  making  further  provis- 
ion for  tlie  army     -        .        .        .        .    320 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same  ...    820 
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Abeentoet,  namei  of,  on  calling  the  yeas  uid 

nayi  on  the  salt  bill        -        -        -        -     115 
Mr.  WilUamB  submitted  a  resolution  con- 
cerning ...        t        -        -  1422 

agreed  to 1427 

Accounts,  appointment  of  the  standing  commit- 

teeon 838 

report  from  said  committee  on  the  contm- 

gent  fund  of  the  House  ...        -  1244 
report  from  said  committee  on  allowing  a 
per  centage  to  the  Clerk  for  disbursements, 
disagreed  to   .        -        -        -        -        -  1489 
Acts,  Becords,  dec,  of  the  States,  a  committee 
apointed  on  motion  of  M  r.  Milnor,  reported 
against  the  expediency  of  any  amend- 
ment of  the  law  relating  to    -        -        •  1282 
Additional  Duties,  Mr.  Rhea  submitted  a  resolu* 

tion  to  lay  certain  .  -  .  -  •  350 
resolution  amended  and  laid  on  the  table  -  851 
a  bill  imposing,  on  all  imported  goods,  twice 

read  and  reforred   -        .        -        •        .  1486 

reported  with  amendments         -        -        -1514 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        •        -  1516 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    •  1681 

Additional  Military  Force,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 

to  raise  an,  read  twice  and  referred  -  668 
reported  with  an  amendment  ...  666 
further  amended,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  -  609 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  -  017 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  617 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  disagree- 
ment      700 

the  House  receded  from  all  except  three,  on 

which  they  insisted  -  -  -  -  716 
the  Senate  receded  from  their  olijections  •  919 
a  bill  supplemental  to  the  act  for  raising  an, 

read  twice  and  committed  ...  664 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading  .....  1(^19 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1021 
a  bill  making  appropriations  for  support  of 

the,  read  twice  and  committed  .  -  1007 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  -  1031 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1032 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1046 
which  were  concurred  in  -  -  -  -  1059 
a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  raise  an, 

read  twice  and  committed  ...  1072 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 

time,  and  passed  .....  1168 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

which  were  concurred  in        -        -        .  1212 
on  nlotion  of  Mr.  Moore  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  request  the  President  to  cause 
a  system  of  rules,  dec,  to  be  laid  before  the 

House 1156 

a  bill  (in  secret  session)  in  addition  to  the 

act  for  raising,  read  twice        ...  1698 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1699 
Address,  of  certain  members  of  Oongress  to  their 

constituents   -        -        -        -        •        -2196 
Affidavits  and  Bail,  a  bill  for  the  more  conveni- 

cnt  taking  of,  read  twice,  dec.  ...  363 
reported,  discussed,  and  recommitted  -        .    871 


Affi  daTits  and  Bail— eonttnned.  Pi^ 

reported  with  amendments,  and  eommitted 

to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole      .       -  9f 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        .      .  jh 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        .      .  3»; 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmeats  IM 
which  were  concurred  in   -        -        .      .  i^* 
Alien  Enemies,  a  bill  respecting,  twice  read,  and 

committed     -        -        -        -        -       -  life 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     >        •      •  liH 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmeats, 
and  concurred  in   -        -        -        -      -X 

Alston,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  refereneeof  the  Pr»> 

ident's  Message     -        -        -        .      .  fli 
on  Mr.  Rhea's  resolution  for  additional  datia  3B 
on  the  rules  and  orders      -        .        .      .  ^r 
on  amending  the  Senate  bill  to  raise  aa  ad- 
ditional military  force    -         -        .      .  6!i 
on  the  bill  to  authorae  Tolantaers  •  7:*. 

on  the  Senate  bill  respecting  qoartemat- 
ter's  department    ....     m\^ 

on  the  bill  for  the  goTemmeat  of  LooisiaBa 

Territory l» 

on  the  case  of  RonnsatcU           -        -      •  in 
on  the  joint  resolution  for  recess        •      •  ]Sf 
American  Seamen,  Mr.  Milnor  submitted  a  ren- 
Intion  on  the  subject  of,  which  was  sgreed 
to,  and  a  committee  appointed        -      •  £ 
Mr.  Wright  submitted  a  resolution  in  rela- 
tion to SbS 

which  was  agreed  to,  and  a  committee  ap- 
pointed -        -        -         -        .      -  fiv 
a  bill  for  the  protection  o^  read  twice,  and 

committed  -  •  -  -  -  -  Ifiu 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  •  .  .  IK 
read  a  third  time,  and  committed  to  a  Cob- 

mitu  of  the  Whole  -  .  .  .  13r 
a  motion  to  take  it  up,  refused   •        .      .  15^ 

Appeals  from  District  Courts,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Blackledge  a  committee   was  appoixit«i 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  requir- 
ing security,  dtc    •        -        -        .      -  A 
a  bill  in  relation  to,  read  twice  and  coo- 

mitted »< 

Application  of  Moneys,  annual  report  of  the  Ssc- 

retary  of  the  Nary  on  the      -        .      .  H? 
Apportionment,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  bring  in  a 
bill  respecting  the,  of  representatives     •  ^ 
a  bill  to  that  effect  twice  read  and  c^d- 

mitted » 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  ^ 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  .  .  30 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  ^ 
amendments  dissgreed  to,  and  managen  oi 

conference  appointed  -  .  .  .  40 
report  of  managers  that  the  conference  cocld 

not  agree       -        -        .        -        .      .  tf 

the  Senate  adhere  to  their  amendments     •  ^ 

the  House  of  Representatives  receded        •  ^ 

Archer,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  sixth  resolution 

the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations 

remarks  of,  on  t!he  tax  bill 

Armories,  Mr.  Williams  submitted  a  resolvtioD 

on  the  subject  of,  referred 
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report  of  the  committee      ....  1072 

report  on  the  petition  to  establt«h  one  at 
Louisville       ......  1342 

Irmstrong,  John,  a  bill  authorizing  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  suspend  the  pay- 
ment of  certain  bills  drawn  by,  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  1264 
ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...   1279 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1277 
Irmy  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  making  further 
proTision  for  the,  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted   1819 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading      .        .        «        .        .  1328 

read  a  third  time 1829 

recommitted  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  1829 
reported,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed       -  1834 
a  hill  of  the  same  title,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted   1346 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  .....  1377 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  *  -  1379 
returned  ftom  the  Senate  with  amendments  1417 
read,  and  committed  .....  1419 
reported,  and  concurred  in  •  -  -  1428 
%^  bill  from  the  Senate  respecting  the  pay  of, 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Military 

Committee -  1567 

reported  without  amendment,  and  commit- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole        -  1670 
reported,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed        -  1676 
«a  bill  making  further  provision  for  the,  read 
twice,  and  committed     ....  1671 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      -  1677 
third  reading  negatived      -        -        -        -  1681 
on  motion,  the  ImII  was  recommitted  •        -  1688 
reported  with  amendments,  read  three  tin^^ 

and  passed 1683 

iniunction  of  secrecy  removed  from  the  bill  -  1619 
Army  Waiters,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Stow,  the  Mil- 
itary Committee  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  abuses  in  the  employment  of  -        -  1867 
Artificers,  a  bill  to  organixe  a  corps  ol^  read  twice, 

and  committed       .....  1282 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      -  1288 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1286 
retiimed  from  the  Senate  with  amendmenftst 

and  referred  to  the  Military  Committee  -  1317 
reported,  and  amendments  concurred  in^  with 
amendments  ......  1819 

Arts  and  Manufactures,  Mr.  Seybert  submitted  a 
e     joint  resolution  on  the  subject  of   -        -  1084 
modified,  read  three  times,  and  passed        -  108^ 
returned  firom  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
which  were  concurred  in        -        -        -  1216 
Assistant  Secretaries,  a  bill  to  add  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  War,  two,  read  twice,  and  eom- 
mitted 1890 

B. 

Bacon,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  volunteer  bill    -  769 

777,  798 
remarks  of,  on  the  Treasury  report  ooneein- 

ing  revenue  -.--..      846 
on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  tenth  section  of  the 

bank  act 1044 

on  the  Inll  to  continue  salaries  ...  1044 
on  the  bill  to  authoriie  a  loan  ...  1089 
speech  of;  on  the  war  taxes        •  1098, 1122 
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remarks  of,  on  introducing  a  bill        -        •  1263 
on  the  bill  laying  a  direct  ux    -        -        -  1667 
Bail  and  Affidavits.— (See  Affidavits.) 
Baker,  John,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  and  took 

his  seat  ......    331 

Baldwin,  Aaron,  Mr.  Quincy  presented  petition  of    849 
Baltimore,  Mr.  McKim  presented  a  petition  of 

sundry  inhabitants  of  ;i  referred        -        -    348 
Bank  and  other  Notes,  a  bill  laying  duties  on, 

read  twice 1666 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  to  repeal  the 
tenth  section  of  the  act  to  incorporate,  read 
twice,  and  committed     ....  1018 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      -  1043 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  12OO 
Bank  of  Washington,  a  bill  to  authorixe  an  in- 
crease of  the  capital  of  the,  read  twice, 
and  committed       .....  1821 

Bankruptcy,  Mr.  Mitchill  submitted  a  resolution 

concerning    ......    607 

not  agreed  to    -----        .    608 

Bafbaiy  Powers,  Mr.  Bacon  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion respecting  the         ....    373 

a  bQl  to  continue  in  force  the  aet  to  protect 
eommeree,  dbc.,  against  the,  read  twice, 
and  committed       .....    404 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     -    682 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...    666 
Barlow,  Joel,  correspondence  cf^  with  the  Sec- 
retary of  State       .....  1058 

correepondenee  oi^  with  Mr.  Russell  -        -  1976 
Bassett,  Mr.,  remarks  o(  on  petition  of  Matthew 

Lyon 840 

remarks  of,  on  the  rules  and  orders    -   .    -    677 
speech  of,  on  the  Naval  Establishment    869,  931 
remarks  of,  on  the  proposed  recess     -        -  1810 
Bttlon  Rouge,  a  petition  for  a  board  of  land  com- 
missioners at ;  referred  .        -        -        -  1281 
Beall,  Colonel  WUliam  Dent,  a  bUl  for  the  relief 

of,  read  twice,  and  committed        -        -  1034 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     -  1480 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1483 
Beanmarehais,  Mr.  Bassett  submitted  a  resolution 

on  the,  daiffi ;  negatived        -        -        -    610 
an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  the  heirs 
of,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  1231 
Benton,  Selah,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice^ 

and  committed       .....  1007 

reported  without  amendment     ...  I08S 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1086 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1030 

Bibb,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  a  reaoiation  relating  to 

settlere  on  Indian  lands  ...     860,  867 
remarks  o(  on  amanding  the  Senate  bill  to 

raise  an  additional  military  force    •        -    616 
on  receding  from  the  amenuent  disagreed 

to  by  the  Senato 704 

on  the  bill  relating  to  volunteers  -  -  799 
speech  of,  on  the  Navy  bill  .  .  -  977 
remarks  of,  on  British  intrignes  -  •    9ftl 

on  the  case  of  Rounsarell  -  1288,  1271,  1273 
on  submitting  a  resolution  reqiocting  a  recere 

of  Congress 1278 

on  a  resolution  to  call  op  the  same  for  eon- 
sideratiim      ......  1814 

on  the  joint  reeolntion  from  the  Senate  for  a 

recess 1334,1840 

speech  of,  on  the  renewal  ol  patent  righto  -  1439 
on  the  Tretsory  aote  bill  •  •       -  1490 
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Bibb,  Mr.,  remarkc  of,  on  the  repeal  of  the  non- 
importation act      -        -       .-        -        -  1M3 
on  the  war  taxes        -        -        .        -        .  1547 
Bigelow,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  impose 

additional  duties    -        •        -        -        -1517 
Bi<aren,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Milnor  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  -        »        -        -    748 

Blackledge,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  Navy  bill    -    909 

speech  of,  on  the  same        •        •        -        -    931 

speech  on  the  importation  bill    ...  1303 

remarks  of,  on  the  joint  resolution  for  recess,  1339, 

1340 
remarks  o(  on  the  relief  of  Camccas  -        -  1350 
Bligden,  George,  and  others,  petition  of,  pray- 
ing payment  for  work  done  on  the  Capi- 
tol       -    uei 

Blftocker,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  volunteers  bill,      767 
on  the  petitions  for  repeal  of  the  embargo  1380, 

140« 
on  the  bill  laying  additional  duties  -  -  1523 
on  the  embargo  bill    -        -        -        -        -  1607 

Blodgett's  Hotel,  a  commnnieation    frrai  the 

Postmaster  General  on  the  eobjeet  of      -     823 

a  bill  to  repair  and  fit  up,  for  the  General 

Post  OiBce  and  Patent  Office,  read  twice, 

and  committed       .....  1043 

reported  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      -  1078 

read  a  third  tikne,  and  passed      ...  1086 

Blount,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  to  es- 
tablish a  Quartermaster's  Depuiment    -    802 
information  of  the  death  of,  comnHanicated, 
Ac. 1030 

Boone,  Daniel,  Mr.  Ormsby  presented  a  petition 
of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  respect^  * 
ing  a  grant  of  land  to    ...        -1146 

Bocough,  Robert  8.,  and  Stephen  Hopkins,  an  ad- 
verse report  on  the  petition  of         -        •  -istS 

Boston,  Mr.  Quincy  presented  a  petition  from 
sundry  merchants  of,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  Maanfaetures  *    343 
Mr.  Reed  also  presented  aimilar  petitioliSy 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  •  .1864 

Botanic  Garden,  a  bHI  to  authorise  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  leaae  the  ground 
west  of  the  Capitol  for  a,  read  twice,  and 
committed     -        -        -        -        -        -  1888 

Boandaries,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  io  authorise 

the  President  to  eetaMish  certain    •        -  1S4A 
read  twice,  and  committed  ...  1345 

reported  with  amendments,  and  committed  -  1378 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        .        -  1438 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  with  attend^ 
ments    ..-...'.  1439 
Boyd,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  Navy  bill    -        -    930 
on  British  intrigues   .....  1193 
speech  of,  on  the  hill  to  permit  importatioiis,  1395 
remarks  of,  on  the  joint  resolution  for  recess,  1339 
on  the  Washington  Banks         ...  1433 
on  the  embargo  bill  ....  1587, 1581 
Brigadier  Generals,  a  bill  anthoriring  the  Presi- 
dent to  appoint,  read      -        -        -        -1601 
question  of  secrecy  thereon  negatived         -1619 
British  Army  in  America,  Mr.  Stow  presented 
the  petition  of  sundiy  officers  of  the,  pray- 
ing confirmation  of  their  claims  to  land, 
&c,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,    363 
British  Intrigues,  a  Message  from  the  President 

transmitting  certain  tetters,  showing       •   1163 


British  Intrigues — continued.  Figt 

Message  and  conespondence  ordered  to  be 

printed  -        -        -        -        -       -      -  llSi 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreiga  ReU* 

tions,  with  power  to  send  f>r  peiKKu,  &&  liiS 
Brottghton,  William,  an  advene  report  on  the 

petition  of,  concurred  in  -       •      •  19 

Brownstown,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  asthorn 

the  fkurveying  and  making  certain  ro«k 

as  contemplated  by  the  Treaty  of  -  •  3S? 
read  twice,  and  committed  -       -      -  39 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading  -  -  -  -  .  a^ 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  •  -  437 
Buoy  Forts,  a  petition  of  Edward  Clark,  invenln 

oS,  referred    -        -        -         -        -      -  ISS 

report  of  the  committee  thereon  -  •  ItA 
referred  to  the  Secretaries  of  Wax  andNa*j  lii^ 
report  of  said  officers  thereon  -  -  •  I4A 
petitioner  had  leave  to  withdraw  his  papcn  I4S: 
Burdi,  Benjamin,  election  ol^  as  Assistant  iW 

keeper  -  -  -  -  ...  SI 
Burnhsm,  John,  a  hill  fi>r  the  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  committed  -  -  -  .  -  381 
reported  without  amendment,  and  orderdi 

to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  .  •  fli 
tead  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  .  •  IT 
Burwell,  Mr^  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Rhea's  motigo 

respecting  additional  duties  -  .  •  Xl 
on  his  motion  to  amend  the  Senate  bill  far 

an  additional  military  force  -  .  ■  IC 
on  the  Volunteers  bill        -         -        .      .  7% 

on  the  Navy  bill O 

on  his  motion  to  postpone  the  same  -  •  ^ 
on  the  proposed  recess  -  .  .  •  \l^ 
on  non-importation    -        -        -       .      •  1^ 

C. 

Calhoun^  John  C,  of  South  Carolina,  was  qul- 

ified  and  took  his  seat  -  .  .  .  S 
speech  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendments  Io 

the  apportionment  bill  -  -  -  .  1^. 
on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Foreigii 

Relations <^ 

remarks  of,  on  amending  the  Senate  InH  to 

raise  an  additional  military  force  •  '  ^' 
on  receding  from  objections  to  the  Senate'i 

amendments  -  -  -  -  .  .  ^ 
on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  for  employiog  the 

Army    -        - J- 

on  arming  the  whole  body  of  miHtia  -  •  ^^ 
on  .the  admission  of  Louisisna  -  *  1^^  ^ 
a  statement  made  by,  in  regard  to  secret  pie> 

oeedings 12«5,IW 

remarks  of,  on  the  importation  bill  -^^ 

on  the  joint  resolution  for  a  recess  -  '  ^^ 
on  the  resolution  concerning  Caraccas  -  ^^ 
speech  of,  on  the  repeal  of  the  embargo  •  1^ 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Randolph  -  -  .  •  I* 
Mr.  Randolph  is  called  to  order  by  •  1461, 1^ 
•    speedi  o(  on  th«  bill  to  amend  the  non-ift* 

porUtion  act IMS,  l5w 

Canary  Islands,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph,  the 

Committee  of  Commerce  and  Maollf•^ 

tures  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  tbc 

eipediency  of  relieving  the  inhabitants  of 

the  -  -  -  -  -  .  -»f 
report  of  said  committee  on  the  subject  •  ^^ 
sundry  papers  presented,  showing  the  8ea^ 

city  of  food  in  the,  referred  .      .  ivi 
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a  report  on  those  statementa       ...  1495 
another  report  on  the  subject      ...  1438 

3araccas,  Mr.  Macon  submitted  a  resolution,  re- 
specting relief  to  the  people  of       -        -  1348 
resolution  agreed  to  •        -        -        -        -  1851 
(See  Venezuela,) 

/arr,  Francis,  of  Massachusetts,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat    ....        *.1481 

Carriages,  a  bill  to  iay  duties  on,  read  twice       -  1666 

#astlereagh,  Lord,  cprrespondence  of,  with  Mr. 

Russell 1776, 17rr,.1779 

'ensus,  a  Message  from  the  President 'of  the 
United  States,  transmitting  the  reaults  of 
the  recent      ......    345 

Certificates,  Credits,  d^c,  a  bill  to  authorise  the 
payment  oi  certain,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted    1297 

ihacherie,  Lewim  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  iWioe, 

&c. 1846 

ihaplains,  the  usual  resolution  lor  the  appoint* 

ment  of  two.  •-•..-    383 

^herokees,  Mr.  Pickens  presented  a  netttion 
complaining  of  miscluels  occasioned  by  the 
settlement  of  white  persons  on  the  lands 
of  the,  referred  to  the  War  Department  -    349 

hesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Kent,  the  petitions  hereto- 
fore presented  by  the,  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Union  Canal      -        -    681 

hesapeake,  frigate,  the  President  transmitted  an 
account  of  the  arrangement  of  the  affair 
of  the,  with  Great  Britain      -        -        .    345 

beTes,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  Tolunteer  bill      -    733 
speech  of,  on  the  Naral  Establishment   803,  910, 

910 
on  the  bill  to  permit  importations  1290,  1810 
on  the  bill  for  the  defence  of  the  maritime 

frontier 1672 

(aims,  appointment  of  the  standing  committee 

of -    333 

Mr.  Gholson  submitted  a  resolution  that  said 
committee  be  instructed  to  report  on  all 
cases,  without  regard  to  the  statute  of 
limitation       ......    684 

resolution  committed  to  the  Committee  of 

the  Whole 586 

(See  LimitiUian*') 

lark,  Dennis,  Mr.  Morrow  presented  a  petition 
of,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 

Lands  -        -        -        -        -        -        -  907 

laxton,  Thomas,  election  of  as  Doorkeeper     -  331 
lay,  Henry,  election  and  address  oC,  aa  Speaker 

of  the  House         -  .     -        -        -        -  330 

speech  of,  on  his  motion  to  amend  the  Sen* 

ate  bill  for  additional  military  force          •  596 
remarks  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 

of  Claims  on  the  statute  of  limitation     -  696 

on  the  bill  to  raise  volunteers     ...  743 

speech  of,  on  the  Navy  bill        -        -        -  910 

remarks  oU  on  marriage  licenses  .       •        -  1041 

on  the  Loan  bill        •        -        ...  1088 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  admit  Mississippi  -  1804 
remarks  ef,  on  the  bill  to  admit  Louisiana     1217, 

1225 

on  the  embargo  bill  .        -        -          1688,  1691 
lifibrd,  Thomas,  and  John,  and  Charles  Wirg- 
man,  a  bill  for  the  relief  o^  read  twise, 

and  committed      .....  343 


Page, 
Clifibrd,  Ebenezer,  petition  of,  referred  to  a  ee- 

teet  committee 1433 

report  of  said  committee   -        .        .        .  1487 

concurred  in 1495 

Clopton,  John,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  and 

took  his  seat 848 

Codurao,  Jamte,  of  North  Carolina,  was  quali^ 

fied,  and  took  his  seat    -        .        .        .    427 
Cogswell,  Nathaniel,  Mr.  Widgery  presented  a 

petition  of,  referred  to  Secretary  of  State    1071 
Coleman,  Jonathan,  an  iiinpressed  seamen,  a  pe- 
tition of,  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State  1035 
another  petition  of,  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee   1278 

Collection  of  Duties,  a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act 
to  regulate  the,  read  twice,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  -       .        .        •        .  1480 
read  a  third  time,  and  recommitted    -        -  1431 
Collectors  of  Customs*  a  bill  for  relief  of  certain, 

read  twice,  and  committed     -        -        -    690 
the  Coounittee  of  the  Whole  discharged, 
and  the  bill  reeommitted  to  the  Commit^ 
tee  of  Ways  and  Means         ...    618 
an  additional  report  in  the  case,  referred  to 

the  same        -        ... 
mn  unfeTorable  report  of  said  committee  con- 
curred in       1430 

Commerce  and  Manufactures,  appointment  of 

the  standing  committee  of      -        •        •    388 
Commercial  Laws,  so  much  of  the  Message  as 
relates  to  iuTasions  and  infractions  of,  re- 
ferred to  the  above  committee         -        -    335 
Commissioner  of  the  Revenue,  a  bill  to  estab- 
lish the  office  of,  read  twice    ...  1565 

'Congress,  Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a  resolution 

for  the  adjournment  of,  on  the  26th  June,  1511 
another,  to  adjourn  to  9  A.  M.,  during  the 

remainder  of  the  session         ...  1511 
the  latter  resolution  agn^eed  to    -        •        -  1514 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Turner,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  fix  the  time  for  the  next 
meeting  of    -----        -  1516 

the  committee  discharged  -        -        -        -  1635 

a  jrnnt  resolution  from  the  Senate  respect- 
ing the  adjournment  of  -        -        -        -  1533 

agreed  to,  and  a  joint  committee  appointed  1685 
report  of  said  committee,  read  twice,  and 
agreed  to       -----        -  1671 

a  bill  to  fix  the  time  for  the  next  meeting  of, 
read  three  times,  and  passed  -        •        -  1671 
Connecticut,  a  bill  to  dter  the  time  for  holding 

the  distoict  courts  in,  read  twice,  dbc.    -  1007 
Constitution,  Mr.  McKim  submitted  a  resohition 

to  amend  the,  ordered  to  be  printed        -  1817 

Consuls  and  Vt€e  Consuls,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Pitkin  a  committee  was  appointed  to  in- 
quire oonoemiag   -       -       •       -       -    749 
a  resolution  was  adopted  in  relation  to       -  1480 

Contested  Bleotions,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Findley 
the  Committee  of  Elections  were  in- 
structed to  prepare  a  bill  to  regulate  pro* 
cesdings  in  case  of         ....    353 

Contingent  Expenses,  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  transmitted  an  account  of  the     794 

Corporal  Punishment,  Mr.  Randolph  submitted 

a  resolution  on  the  subject  of         -        -    368 

Courts  of  Admiralty,  (Great  Britain,)  decree  of 

Sir  William  Scott  in      -       -       -       -  1749 
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Cnigy  8ir  Jamet,  letter  from,  to  the  Earl  of  Lit- 

erpool    -------  1862 

Cieaae,  Anthony,  a  bill  lor  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  committed       --.-*.    362 
third  reading  refueed         ....    869 

Craeka,  Mr.  Rhea  aabmitted  aundry  papen  re- 
lating to  a  robbery  committed  by  the      •  1M9 

Cl«aBon,  John  H.,  and  Joaeph,  Mr.  Seybert  pre- 

aented  a  petition  of,  referred  .        •        -    868 

Cumberland  Road,  report  from  the  Treasury  on 

the,  referred  -        -        -        -        -        -  1612 

report  of  the  committee  thereon  -  -  1320 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  in  relation  to  the  -  1330 
read  twice,  and  committed         -        -        -  1383 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered    

to  a  third  reading 1377 

read  a  third  time,  and  paeaed  .  -  -  1379 
lf«aeage,  and  anndry  documents  relating  to 

the 2168 

Gstl^  Richard,  of  Maaaaclniftetta,  waa  qualified, 

and  took  hia  seat   -----  1488 
Clypreas  8wampa,  a  petition  of  the  Delegatea  of 
Orleana  Territory  in  relation  to  the,  re- 
feired  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  1316 

D. 

Bale,  Richard,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and 

committed 1487 

Daxdiny  Amy,  report  on  the  petition  of,  referred 

to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole      -        -  1297 

agreed  to-        -        -        -        -        -        -  1488 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  dtc.       -        -  1489 

Bawaon,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  apportionment 

biU 363 

apeech  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations  -----    496 

remarks  of,  introducing  a  resolution  respect- 
ing the  calamity  at  Richmond         -        -    688 

on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  infirm  and  dis- 
abled officers,  dtc.  -        -        .        -    694 

apeech  of,  on  the  passage  of  said  bill  -  1036 

on  the  bill  to  admit  Louisiana    -        -        -  1217 

Bay  of  PabUc  Humiliation,  dec.,  a  joint  resolu- 
tion from  the  Senate  concerning  a  -        -  1667 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading*  1668 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed ;  and  commit* 
tee  appointed  to  wait  on  the  President    -  1668 

Bebenture  Bonds,  the  Committee  of  Waya  and 
Meana  were  instructed  to  inquire  oon- 
oeming         -       •       -        .       -       .  1367 

Bdbantorea,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  iaaue  of  in  oer> 

tain  caaeat  read  twice,  6lc,      .        .        -    896 

Befidcation  of  PubUc  Officera,  the  Committee  of 
Waya  and  Meana  were  direHed  to  in* 
qnire  concerning  the      ....    940 

Btfcitod  Stocka,  a  bill  authorising  anboeriptiona, 

dbc,  read  twice,  and  committed      -        -  1668 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        .      >  •  1680 

read  a  third  time,  and  paased     -        -        -  1681 

Benmark,  papers  relating  to  our  aflairs  with     -  1980 
Bepartment  of  War,  a  bill  firom  the  Senate  sup- 
plementary to  the  act  to  establish  a,  read 
twice,  and  committed     .        -        .        •  1347 
reported  with  amendments         ...  1354 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        -        .  1366 
nad  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  1367 


Departure  of  ahipa,  Ac,  a  bill  to  antlioriae,  it 
certain  caaes  the,  twice  read,  and  ooiuiit- 

ted 1» 

reported  without  amendinent,  read  a  third 
time  and  passed     -        -         -        -      •  139 
Detachment  of  militia,  a  bill  authoming  a,  rod 

twice,  and  committed  -  -  -  •  H8 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  diird  reading  •  1Q3( 
read  a  third  time,  and  paased  -  -  •  ISSS 
returned  from  the  Senate  whh  ameBdoMato  ISS 
concurred  in,  with  an  amendment  -  •  1S9 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  supplementary  to  the 

above M 

read  twice,  and  eommittod  -        -       -  IM 

indefinitely  postponed        -        -        -      •  IX 
Detroit,  a  bill  to  authorize  grants,  d^-,  in  die  &• 

trict  of,  read  twice,  and  oomooitled  -  -  l!1l 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  IM 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  -1^ 
returned  from  the  Senate,  with  amendmeoti, 

and  eoncurred  in  -         -        -        -      .  138 
the  Speaker  laid  before  the  Hooae  a  preseat* 
ment  of  the  grand  jury  of,  emmplatmngef 
Judge  Woodward  -        -         -        -       .  IJ?i 

Dickey,  John,  report  on  the  petition  of     -      •  I^ 
a  letter  from  the  Navy  Departaent,  on  the 
subject  of  his  petition     -         -        -      -  !SI 

Dillon,  John,  Mr.  Key  presented  the  petition  o( 

referred         -        -        -         -        -       -  IB 

Direct  Tax,  Mr.  Ridgely  submitted  a  reaolntifla 

respecting  the        -        -         -        -       .  ISS 

a  bill  to  lay  and  collect  a,  read  twice  -      •  l^^ 
a  bill  for  assessment  and  coUeetioit  <At  &c^ 
read  twice     -        -        -        -        .      .  ISS 

Distillers,  a  bill  laying  dutiea  on,  read  twice  - 1^ 
District  Courta,  a  bill  relating  to  remoralof  au^ 

ea  from,  dec.,  read  twice,  and  committed  1141 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reatSng    -  It^^ 
read  a  third  time,  and  paased     -        .       •  119^ 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  !*<( 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole    -  \^ 
the  Senate  receded    -        -        -        -       .  13& 

returned  by  the  Preatdent  with  objections, 
and  bUl  lost \^ 

District  Court,  a  bill  to  eatabliidi  a  new,  in  Xew 

York,  read  twice,  and  committed    -       *  ^^ 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  the  aame  efifect    •  U^ 

read  twice,  and  committed         -        -       -1^ 

reported,  read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed      - 130 

District  of  Columbia,  appointment  of  the  atind- 

ing  committee  on  the     •        -        .       .  flS 
a  pedtton  of  the  Lery  Court  of  the,  refers 
red  to  the  above  committee    -  *  ^ 

(See  Levy  Court) 
a  bill  to  amend  the  laws  of  the,  read  twice, 

and  committed  -  -  -  .  .  ?9I 
reported  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  thiid 

reading '** 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  -  ^^ 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmeotB  l^ 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  reapecting  the  militis 

of  the I^ 

read  twiee,  and  committed         -       -       -  1^ 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -       -       '  ^^ 
District  of  Louisiana,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Morrow 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  were  ia- 
structed  to  inquire  concerning  claims  to 
land  in  the 1^' 


xli 


INDEX. 


JE&iiie  Proceeding9  and  DtbaJta. 


Page* 


.  1360 

U16 
1146 
1480 


334 

1333 

1048 

1436 
1430 


1S66 
1571 

344 

831 

334 


District  of  8t  Louis,  th«  Speaktr  laid  bofera  tbe 
Uoase  a  preaentment  of  the  grmnd  jiijry  of, 
re:»pecting  the  residence  of  judges  • 

Divorces,  report  on  the  subject  o(  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole        ... 

Dixon,  John,  report  on  the  petition  of       •        - 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  committed 

Doeuments,  dtc.,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rhea,  the 
Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads 
were  instructed  to  report  a  bill  to  author* 
iie  the  franking  of  .  .  •  • 
a  bill  reported,  read  twiee,  and  ordered  lo  a 
third  reading         ..... 

Double  Duties,  Mr.  Roberts  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion concerning,  referred        -        -• 

Drawback  of  Duties,  an  adverse  report  on  a  peti- 
tion for  - 
a  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  exporting,  with 
privilege  of^  read  twice,  dtc.  ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        •       - 

Dnane's  Handbook,  tbe  Speaker  laid  before  the 
House  a  letter  from  the  author  transmit- 
ting, for  the  use  of  Congreas,  referred  to 
the  Military  Committee  -        .        .        - 
report  of  said  committee    .        -        .        - 

Dammer,  George,  Sl  Co.,  and  others,  Mr.  Bleeck- 
er  presented  the  petition  of,  referred 

Dann,  Thomas,  re-election  of,  as  8ergeant>at- 
Arms    ------- 

Dwight,  Woolsey,  h,  Co.,  and  others,  Mr.  Pitkin 
presented  a  petition  of  • 

6. 

Sari  of  LiTerpool,  letter  from,  to  Mr.  RoaaeU     -  1761 
Baatern  Shore  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Baasett  submit- 
ted a  resolution  respecting  defence  of  the 
resolution  withdrawn        .        .        •        • 
Saat  Tennessee,  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  altering 
the  time  for  holding  the   United  States 
Courts  In      -----        • 
a  bill  to  alter  the  time,  Slc^  twiee  read,  and 
ordered  to  a  third  reading       ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    .        .        • 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  concurred  in   -        *       ,'        " 
Elections,  appotntmont  of  the  committee  of 

a  petition  from  the  inhabitants  of  Indiana 
Territory,  praying  that  United  States  ofi- 
eera  may  be  prohibited  from  interfermg 
in,  reierred    -.--*- 
Eliot,  Andrew,  Mr.  Quiney  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      .        •        -        •        - 
Blisa  Ann.    (See  Hubbell,  ExekUL} 
Bmbargo,  sundry  petitions,  praying  repeal  of  the 

1870,  1417, 
indefinitely  postponed  .  .  •  • 
a  bill  to  repeal  the,  and  exportation  aets, 

read  twice 

a  bill  (secret  session)  to  lay  an,  for  a  limited 
time,  toad  twice,  dkc  •  •  -  - 
reported  without  amendment  ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed  .  -  - 
relumed  from  the  Senate,  with  amend- 
ments -  -  "  .  * 
amendments  ooncnrred  in  - 
bill  signed  by  the  Speaker  •  .  -  • 
signed  by  tbe  President  of  tike  United  States 
iiyanction  of  seerecy  Ikeieon  remoTed 


1616 
1661 
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1071 
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1838, 
1481 
1320 

1876 

1687 

1506 
1608 

1601 
1614 
1616 
1616 
1617 


P«g«- 

Emott,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  Vifgjnia  coateated 

election  ......    397 

Employment  of  the  Army,  Mr.  Randolph  aubmtt- 

ted  a  resolution  for  the  •        -        -        •    719 
Engineers,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  making  further 

provision  for  the  corps  of  -        -    408 

read  twiee,  and  committed  408 

Committee  of  the  Whole  discharged,  and  bill 

referred  to  a  aelect  committee  -  •  705 
reported  with  amendments,  and  committed  1086 
reported  without  further  amendment  -  -1818 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  1880 
r^orted,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ae 

amended 1888 

Enty  of  Vessels,  a  bill  fit>m  the  Senate  to  admit 

the,  on  certain  conditions      ...  1414 
read  twice,  and  committed         ...  1489 
read  a  thinl  time,  and  paased     ...  1674 
Erie  Canal,  Mr.  Porter  presented  a  petition  in 

relation  to  the ;  referred         ...    669 
resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Ohio  respect- 
ing the ;  referred  ....        -  1018 
Erring,  G.  W.,  correspondenoe  of,  with  the  Sec- 

reUryofSUte        -        -  1080,1000,8011 

correspondence  o4  with   Mr.  De  Rosen- 

kranU 1088,1087 

Ef  timates,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 

'     sary,  containing  his        •        -        -        -    506 
Evan«,  Oliver,  Mr.  Seybert  presented  the  petition 

of;  referred   ......  I860 

Evasions  of  the  non-importation  act,  the  Treae- 

ury  report  concerning    ...        -  8101 
Expenditure  of  Moneyi^  Mr.  Randolph  submit- 
ted a  resolution  on  the  •        .        .        •    845 
Exportation,  a  bill  to  prevent,  under  foreign  per^ 
mits  or  licenses,  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted       -       -        -        -        -       -        -    549 

a  bill  to  prohibit,  of  specie,  dec,  read  twice, 
and  committed       .....  1617 

reported  with  amendments        ...  1680 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        -        -        •  1688 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        .        -  1688 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments^ 
and  concurred  in  -        -        -        -        -  1684 

signed  by  the  Speaker,  and  approved  by  the 

President 1684 

Exports,  statement  of,  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment      080,1116 

Mr.  Mitchiil  offered  a  resolution  on  the  sub- 
ject of 1801 

toble  of,  in  the  trade  with  France      -        -  1058 

P. 

Fellows,  Stephen,  petition  of,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims    1088 

Finances,  annual  report  of  the  Treasunr  on  the, 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 

Means -    868 

exhibit  of  the,  from  the  Treastny  Department  8048 
Findley,  Mr.,  remarks  ef,  on  a  motion  to  refer  the 

Message  ••...•  887 
speech  of|On  amending  the  Senate  bill  to 

raise  an  additional  military  force  -  -  818 
on  the  volunteer  bill  •        -        -        •        -    771 

on  the  mUitta  bfll 1087 

remarks  of,  on  the  war  taxes      .       .       •  1184 
at  Richmond,  Mr.  Dawson  submitted  a 

oltttion  respecting  the  calamitous   • 
tuianimously  adopted        •       •       • 
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PizBt  Biilriet,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  alter  the 
time  for  holding  the  Circuit  Courti  in  the, 
lead  twice      ......  ISIA 

reed  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     ...  122^ 
Fiflky  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendmeot 

to  the  apportionment  bill        ...    406 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  for 
employing  the  Army      ....    789 

OB  the  bill  to  aecept  voluntcen  •        -     748,  707 
speech  o£^  on  the  Navy  bill        -        •        -    968 
remarks  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Foreign  Relations      ....  1098 

on  the  second  resolution  submitted  by  said 
committee      ......  1108 

on  British  intrigues  ...        -1187,1196 
Fling,  Lemuel,  letter  from,  respecting  the  impress- 
ment of  his  son ;  referred        ...  1897 

Ftorida,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  a  committee 

was  appwntei)  to  inquire  concerning  West  11 59 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Cheves,  a  resolution  was 
passed  relating  to  grants  by  the  British 

Government  in 1808 

petition  of  the  people  of  West,  to  be  annexed 

to  Louisiana,  referred     ....  1219 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Poindexter,  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  annexing  a  part  of,  to  Mississippi 

Territory 1347 

a  bill  to  that  effect  read  twice,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  .....  1367 

read  a  third  time 1376 

third  reading  resumed,  and  bill  passed        -  1879 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1417 
concurred  in     -----        •  1419 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Troup,  ^secret  session,)  the 
committee  on  the  President's  confidential 
Message  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  Presi- 
dent to  take  possession  of  East  and  West  1688 
a  bill  to  that  efiect,  read     ....  1668 
read  a  second  time    .....  1684 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1685 
reacted  by  the  Senate        ....  i692 
Mr.  Ridgely  submitted  a  resolution  to  call 

for  information  concerning  ...  1685 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  to  wait 

on  the  President    .....  1686 
a  Message  from  the  President,  with  docu- 
ments in  reply        .....  1687 

Foreign  Relations,  on  motton  of  Mr.  Smilie,  so 

much  of  the  Message  as  relates  to  our,  was 

referred  to  a  select  committee  ...  835 
report  of  said  committee  ....  378 
first  resolution  in  said  report,  for  filling  the 

ranks  of  the  Army,  carried  ...  417 
second  resolution,  for  raising  regulars,  carried  418 
jOiird,  fourth,  and  fifth,  for  volunteers,  militia, 

and  navy,  agreed  to  -  -  -  -  418 
■ixth  resolution,  for  permitting  merobant- 

men  to  arm,  dtc,  agreed  to  -  - .  -  419 
the  House  concurred  in  the  first,  second*  and 

third  resolutions  -  -  -  419,  545,  646 
the  President  transmitted  papers  respecting 

our ;  referred  to  the  Committee  of  -  -  1438 
report  of  the  Committee  o^  on  our  relations 

with  Great  Britain 1646 

'Fonign  Intercourse,  bill  in  relation  to,  read  twice, 

and  committed      .        .        -        .        .i,  649 


m 
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im 

331 
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133( 


138 


Page. 

Forfeited  Recognisances,  a  bin  authoriztng  remiv* 
sion  of,  in  the  District  of  Colombia,  read 

twice     • 1483 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  148$ 

Forrest,  James,  petition  of,  referred  to  the  Colli' 

mittee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures  -    3SI 

Foster,  Augustus  J.,  correspondence  of,  with  the 

Secretary  of  State  -        -        -         -1781,1863 

Fowler,  Sarah,  Mr.  Lacock  presented  the  peti- 
tion of;  referred     -        -        -        - 

France,  a  Message  from  the  President,  transmit 
tii^g  letters  from  the  Minister  of 
correspondence  on  our  relations  with  - 

FraokKn,  Meshack,  of  North  Carolina,  was  qua! 
ified,  and  took  his  seat  .        -        . 

Frazier,  Solomon,  report  on  the  petition  of 

French  Spoliations,  Mr.  Pitkin  presented  a  state 
ment  concerning   .... 
Mr.  Wheaton  presented  sundry  documents 
concerning,  which  were  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  -        -        -        - 

Friends,  Mr.  Little  presented  die  memorial  of  the 
Yearly  Meeting  of  the ;  referred     - 

Fromentin,  Eligius,  admitted  within  the  Ha]l,M 
one  of  the  Delegates  firom  the  Territory  of 
Orieans  - 1158 

Fultim,  Robert,  a  bill  firom  the  Senate,  extending 

the  time  of  patent  rights  to     -  -58$ 

read  twtce^  and  committed  -        -        .       .   809 

G. 

Gamble,  William,  a  petition  of,  referred  to  the 

Secretary  of  War  •        -        -        -       -1437 
Gaitard,  William,  the  committee  ordered  to  re- 
port a  bill  in  the  caseof  ....  1341 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  read  twice  •        -       -  1414 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        -        -       •  1437 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1438 
General  Land  Office,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to 

esublish  a 1108 

read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

PuUie  Lands llli 

reported  with  amendments,  and  committed  -  1^ 
brdered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended       -  13ST 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1338 
General  Post  Office  and  Patent  Office,  the  Poit- 
master  General  was  directed  to  lay  before 
•    the  House  as  estimate  of  the  expenses  of 
repairing,  6cc        -        -        -        .       .   4f0 
Georgetown  Lancaster  School,  a  bill  to  inooipo- 
rate,  the  trustees  of  the,  read  twice,  and 
committed     •        -       -        -        .       .   091 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading      .....  1077 
tead  a  third  time,  and  parsed     ...  1088 
Georgia,  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of,  rtti- 
fying  the  amendment  to  the  CoastitutioB 
on  the  subject  of  titles  ...       -  1048 
f  another,  approving  the  measures  of  Govern- 
ment      104S 

Gholson,  Thomas,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  and 

took  his  seat-        -        -       -        -       -   343 

speech  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendment  to  the 

qiportionment  bill  •        -        -       •   410 

remairks  of,  on  the  statute  of  limitation      *   ^ 
on  the  bill  to  nise  volunteers     -        •     768, 788 
on  the  war  taxes       ....       -1117 

on  British  intrigues  •        .        .        .       •  1188 
on  the  bill  to  aiUnit  yr^i^iritni    • 
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GholaoD,  Mr«,  remariu  of— <conttnued«  P*8®> 

on  the  CBM  of  Rounsavell  ...  1369 

on  the  Dittrict  Uanks         -        -  1433»  US3 

Giles,  Mr^  (of  the  Senate,)  speech  of,  on  the  bill 

for  raicing  volanteers     ....  1693 
Glebe  Lands,  Mr.  Lewis  presented  a  petition  re- 
specting the,  of  Fairfax,  referred    -        *  1072 
€ioldy  Mt^  remarka  of,  on  the  Rules  and  Orders      670 
on  the  bill  to  raise  volunteers     ...    796 
speech  of,  on  the  Navy  bill         -        ...    938 
remarks  of,  en  the  Senate's  amendment  to 

the  District  court  bill  -  -  •  .  1S29 
in  the  case  of  Kounsavell  ....  1368 
speech  of,  on  a  bill  returned  with  objections 

bj  the  President 1375 

on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  issue  of  Treas- 
ury notes -  1601 

on  the  embargo  bill   -        -        -        -        -  1606 
Goldsborough,  Charles,  of  Maryland,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat    -        .         •        -    373 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  respecting  the 

Corps  of  Engineers  -  .  .  -  1219 
speech  of,  on  an  appeal  from  the  decision 

of  the  Speaker 1463 

remarks  of,  on  the  repeal  of  the  non-impor- 
tation acts     ......  1543 

Good  Friday,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smilie,  the  House 

adjourned  for  the  day     -        -        •        -  1360 
Gore,  Lieutenant  Governor,  letter  Arom,  to  Sir 

James  Craig 1853 

GoTernment,  a  bill  for  the  support  of,  read  twice, 

and  committed  -  -  >  .  .  076 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  1011 
read  a  third  Ume,  and  passed  ...  1013 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1088 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 

Means 1083 

reported,  and  amendments  concurred  in     -  1085 
a  bill  making  additional  appropriations  for 

support  of,  read  twice,  ^c.  -  .  .1816 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1346 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1347 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmenta  1417 
amendments  read,  and  committed  -  .'1419 
reported,  and  concurred  in  -  -  •  1428 
Gray,  Edwin,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  and  took 

his  seat 362 

Great  Britain,  a  Message  from   the   President, 

transmitting  papers  concerning,  795,  800, 1310, 
1482,  1486,  1487,  1492,  1493,  1516 
Great  Water  Creek,  Mr.  Rhea  offered  a  resolu- 
tion on  the  subject  of,  read,  and  referred,  1001 
Oreely,  Aaron,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and 

committed     ......  1345 

reported  without 'amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  .....  1819 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -  1381 
Grimes,  J.  8.,  a  tetter  from,  to  the  Speaker,  stat- 
ing that  he  had  directed  a  number  of  tea 
plants  to  be  sent,  for  the  use  of  members,  14Q7 
Grundy,  Mr.,  remarks  oi^  on  a  resolution  relating 

to  Indian  lands      .....    850 

on  the  resolution  to  lay  additional  duties^ 

&c 361 

speech  of,  on  the  second  resolution  of  the 

'    Committee  of  Foreign  Relations    -        -    482 

remarks  of,  on  amending  the  Senate  bill,  to 

raise  an  additional  military  force     -        •    613 
on  receding  from  ameikdmenti  disagreed  tp 
by  the  Senate 704 


Grundy,  Mr.,  remarks  of — continued.  Page, 
on  the  bill  to  raise  volunteers     -        -     730,  778 
speech  of,  on  the  war  taxes        ...  1136 
remarks  of,  on  his  motion  relating  to  Ten- 
nessee lands  • 1159 

on  a  motion  to  empower  the  Committee  of 
Foreign   Relations  to  send  for  persons, 

4cc -  1194 

in  the  case  of  Rounsavell  ....  1368 
on  the  joint  resolution  for  a  recess     -        -  1838  • 
speech  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  authorizing  As- 
sistant Secretaries  of  War      -        ...  1854 
on  the  repeal  of  the  embargo    ...  1407. 
remarka  of,  on  the  resolution  to  recall  ab- 
sentees -        -    ' 1484 

on  the  bill  to  lay  an  embargo  for  a  limited 
time      .......  1589 

H. 

HaH,  Mr«,  remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  volun* 

teers     .......    793 

remarks  o^  on  the  bill  for  protection  of  the 
maritime  frontier 1080 

Harper,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  Assistant 

Secretaries  of  War         ....  1368 

Harrison,  Jabei,  Mr.  Mitchill  presented  a  petition 

of,  referred     ......    476 

Harrison,  Governor  Wm«  H.,  Mr.  Bassett  pre- 
sented a  letter  from,  referred  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State 1339 

Harrison  and  Lewis,  Mr.  Emott  presented  a  pe- 
tition of,  referred    -        .        -        .        •    418 

Havre  de  Grace,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Archer  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufeo* 
tures  was  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  extending  the  district  of  •    404 

Haxen,  Moses,  a  report  from  the  Treasury  and 
War  Departments  on  the  claims  'of  the 
heirs  o^  and  others         ....  1199 

Head,  Joseph,  a  petition  of,  referred  .        -  1837 

Hempen  Goods,  Mr.  Condit  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion respecting       .....    348 

Henleyt  David,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  committed       .....  1559 
a  third  reading  refused      ....  1563 

Henry,  John,  report  of  the  Committee  of  For- 
eign Relations  on  the  disclosures  of        .  1330 

Hewett,  Thomas,  protest  of,  against  a  French 

squadron        ......  1397 

referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State        -        •  1816 

Hill,  Joseph,  a  letter  from,  endorsing  surveys, 

d^c,  ordered  to  be  deposited  in  the  library  1414 

Hodgson,  Rebecca,  Mr.  Lewis  presented  a  peti- 
tion of,  referred      .....    359 

Hoffman,  Peter,  jun.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice,  and  committed     ....  1346 
rejected  on  third  reading    ....  1480 

Home  Department,  report  on  the  subject  of  a    •  3170 

Honse  of  Representatives,  members  present  at 

the  meeting  of  the         ....    339 
adjournment  of  the,  on  account  of  the  indie- 
position  of  the  Speaker  ....  1488 
usual  proceedings  preparatory  to  the  ad- 
journment of  the   .....  1586 

Httbbell,  Ezekiel,  a  bill  to  empower  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Treasury  to  decide  on  the  peti- 
tion of,  read  twice,  and  committed  -        •    589 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
'  to  a  third  reading 698 

I         read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    698 
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Babble,  Esekiel— continaed.  Page. 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmenta, 
and  referred  ......    928 

reported,  and  concurred  in         •        .        .    933 

Babbell,  William,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 
and  committed       ..... 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading      ..... 

read  a  third  time,  and  paeied     ... 

Hungerford,  John  P.,  (aitting  member,)  the 
Honie  decided  that,  ia  not  entitled  to  hia 
seat       .-----. 


1235 

1241 
1446 


895 


I. 

Blinoia  Territory,  a  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  extending  the  right  of 
auffrage  in     -        -        -        -        -        - 

a  bill  to  that  etfect,  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted          -        - 

petition  of  sundry  inhabitanta  of,  in  relation 
to  the  object  of  the  bill  .... 

bill  reported  without  amendment,  read  a 
third  time,  and  paawd    .... 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend, 
ment     ---...- 

concurred  in      -----        - 

Importation,  a  ImU  to  anthoriae,  under  certain  cir- 
cumatancea,  read  twice,  and  committed  - 

Mr.  Seybert  preaented  a  petition  on  the  sub- 
ject of,  of  Britiah  goodi,  referred    - 

a  bill  to  suspend  the  several  acts  prohibit- 
ing, read  twice,  &c        .... 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  the  </ommittee 
of  Commerce  and  Manufacturea  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
prohibiting,  daring  the  war  - 
Imports  and  Eiports,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pitkin* 
the  Secretanr  of  the  Treasury  was  direct- 
ed  to  lay  before  the  House  a  statement  of 
the  amount  in  Talue  of - 

a  report  from  the  Secretary  in  obedience 
thereto  ----.-. 

Imports  and  Tonnage,  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amend- 
ing the  acts  for  the  collection  of  duties  on, 

a  bill  supplemental  to  the  act  regulating  the 

collection  of  duties  on,  read    ... 

Impressed  Seamen,  Mr.  Little  submitted  a  reso. 

lution  on  the  subject  of  -        -        -        - 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  to  wait 
on  the  President 

a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  in  reply 

Mr.  Stow  submitted  a  resolution  respecting 
the  allowance  of  bounty  in  certain  cases, 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  - 

Mr.  Condict  submitted  a  resolution  in  rela- 
tion to- 

which  was  rejected    -       -        - 

on  motion  of  the  same,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  arrange  all  the  information  on 
the  subject  of         -        -        .        -        - 

Mr.  Jackson  submitted  a  memorial  and  re- 
monstrance s  gainst  the  resolution  of  Mr. 

Stow 

Increase  of  the  Navy,  report  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Naval  Establishment  concerning 
an         .        -       -        .        - 
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Indiana  Territory,  the  memorial  of  the  Legals. 

ture  of,  presented  at  last  seaaion,  was,  oa 

motion  of  Mr.  Jennings,  referred  to  tfe 

Committee  on  Public  Lands    -        -       -  131 

report  of  aaid  committee  relerred  to  tkc 

Committee  of  the  Whole         -        .       .  ^ 
Committee  of  the  Whole  concar,  and  repoit  5H 
Mr.  Jennings  submitted  a  resolution  te  nuke 
certain   inquiries  of  the  President,  coa- 
ceming-        -        -        -        -        -      •  5C 

a  petition  of  the  Legialature  of^  praying  ad- 
miasion  into  the  Union,  referred      -       •  $S 

a  protest  against  said  petition     -        -       -  7ti 

Mr.  Jennings  submitted  a  resolution  in  zeb- 
tion  to  the  seat  of  justice  in     -        -       -  Trf 

Mr.  Jennings  submitted  a  repreaentatisa 
complainingof  the  Governor  of       -       -US 

Mr.  Jennings  oflbred  a  resolution  on  the  sub- 
ject last  mentioned,  which  was  agreed  to  ISfa 

report  of  the  committee  on  the  petition  to  be 
admitted  into  the  Union  -  •  1S4? 

a  committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  con- 
cerning the  act  to  divide  -        -       -  14X 

a  bill  aupplementary  to  the  act  to  divide,  resd 
twice,  Ac      -        .        -         .        .       -  I4fl 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -  -14^ 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmenli  14C 

petitions  praying  further  time  to  complete 
payments  for  lands  in      -        -        -  1493, 1»J 
Indian  Affiurs,  appointment  of  a  select  committee 

on  -.--.-.3fi 

a  report  on  the  subject  of  .        -        .       •If. 
Indian  Agents,  Mr.  Jennings  submitted  a  resoto- 

tion  relating  to  the  appointment  of-       •  SI' 

which  was  agreed  to  -        -         -        ,       .  9^6 
Indian  Department,  Mr.  McKee  aubmitted  a  res- 
olution relative  to  the  importation  of  goodi 
for  the  use  of  the  -        -         -        .       •  SIS 

a  committee  was  appointed  Co  inquire  into 
the  compensation  of  the  Superintendent 
of  the m 

a  bill  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  SoperiD- 

.  tendent  of  the,  read  twice       >        -       •  I)tf 
Indian  Landa,  Mr.  Poindexter  submitted  a  rao- 

lution  of  inquiry  concerning  -        .       -    X 
Indian  Trade,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burwell  a  coid- 
mittee  was  appointed  to  inquire  concent- 
ing  the  -        -        -        -        -        -       -  ^ 

report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  obedi- 
nnce  to  said  resolution   -        -        •       •  7% 

referred  to  a  select  committee     -        •       •  ^ 
Iniantrv,  a  report  on  the  discipline  of        .       -  IS^' 

a  bill  for  the  more  perfect  organization  of 
the,  read  twice        -        •        -        -       •  \^ 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -       -  U^ 

read  a  third  time,  and  parsed      -        -       •  1^' 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  referred  -        -        -        -        -       -  liT 

a  disagreement  to  the  amendments  report- 
ed, and  agreed  to   •        -        -        -       - 1^1 

report  of  the  conferees  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table      .        -        -        -        -        .       -  15» 

the  House  receded  from  their  disagreemeBt,  1^ 
Infirm  and  Superannusted  Officers^   dec,  Mr. 

Dawson  submitted  a  resolution  reqwctiog   ^ 

a  bill  in  relation  to,  read  twice   -        •       •   ^ 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        •        -       -  M 

read  a  third  time        -    ^   -        -        -       *  1^ 

question  on  its  passage  lost        -        .       -  lOS 
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sformation,  Mr.  McKee  presented  a  resolution 
asking,  of  the  President,  on  sundry  sub- 
jects      -----..     667 

sternal  Duties,  a  Htl  making  further  proTision 

for  the  collection  of,  read  twice       -        -  1656 

iternal  ImproTement,  a  report  on  the  petitions 

of  several  companies  proposing       -        -  1078 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  -  1080 

ron,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Condict,  the  Committee 
of  Commerce  and  Mannfactures  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
encouraging  the  manufacture  of  -  •  345 
a  petition,  praying  that  the  importation  of, 
may  be  prohibited,  referred     -        -.       -    569 

J. 

lil  at  Alexandria,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lewis,  the 
petition  in  relation  to  the,  presented  at 
last  session,  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  District  of  Columbia      -        -    362 

inney,  Thomas,  and  others,  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  were  discharged  from  the  peti- 
tion of  1488 

ifferson  College,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Poindexter, 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  locate  the  sections  granted  to  -  -  733 
a  bill  to  that  effisct  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted          794 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 1032 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •        •        •  1034 

)fibrson's  Manual,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Basaett,  a 

resolution  was  adopted,  reapecting  -        -  1 1 13 

)0eraonTiUe,  Mr.  Jennings  sabmitted  a  reaoln* 

tion  reapecting  the  District  of        -        •    366 

mnings,  Jonathan,  Delegate  from  Indiaaa  Ter- 
ritory waa  qaalified,  and  took  his  aeat     -    831 
remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  relating  to  suB" 

dry  petitions  from  said  Territory    *        -  1948 
statement  made  by,  in  the  case  of  RounM- 
▼ell 1364 

>bnson,  Mr.,  apeech  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Relations    ...    466 
remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  recede  from 

amendments  disag^reed  to  by  the  Senate  •    703 
on  the  bill  to  raise  Tolunteers     -        -        -    731 
speech  of,  on  the  Naval  Establishment        •'  876 
on  the  war  taxes        ...        -1140,1566 
remarks  of,  in  explanation  of  fats  motion  re- 
lating to  West  Florida   -        -        -        -  1169 

on  British  intrigues  -        -        -        -        -  1191 

on  the  bill  to  admit  Louisiana    -        -  1318, 1334 
in  the  case  of  RounsaTell  .        .        -        .  1267 
on  the  joint  resohition  for  a  recess        1814, 1837 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  authoriaing  As- 
sistant Secretariee  of  War      ...  1864 
on  the  repeal  of  the  embargo      ...  1390 
>int  Rules  and  Orders,  Mr.  Williams  submitted 

an  amendment  to  the     ....  1483 

disagreed  to       -----        -  I486 

adges  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate respecting  the  .        .        •        •        *  1434 
twice  read,  and  committed         ...  1436 

ndicial  System,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ck>ld  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  amending  the  .        -        -  1066 


K.  Page. 

Kaskaakia,  a  bill  for  revision  of  confirmation, 
dtc,  of  claims  to  lands  in  the  district  of, 
read  twice,  and  committed      ...    649 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  .....    686 
read  a  third  time,  and  parsed     ...     696 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings,  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  dividing  the 

district  of      - 667 

a  bill  to  that  efiect  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted .......    636 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading      .....  1034 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1034 
Kent,  Mr.,  remarks  of^  on  Mr.  Randolph's  mo- 
tion for  employing  the  army  ...    734 
Kentucky,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  oi(  to 

support  the  Government,  referred   -        -  1030 
Key,  Philip  Barton,  of  Maryland,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat   .....    334 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  to 
employ  the  army   .....    735 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  volunteers      -    760 
remarks  of,  on  British  intrigues  -        -        •  1198 
in  the  case  of  Rounsavell  ....  1267 

on  the  District  banks  ....  1433 

King,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Rhea's  resolution 

respecting  additional  duties    -        •     369, 361 
Kingston,  Stephen,  a  favorable  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of        .......    36g 

in  which  the  House  refused  to  concur        -  1036 
Knight,  Lieutenant  Simeon,  a  bill  for  relief  o^ 

read  twice,  and  committed     ...  1048 
Knoxville,  Mr.  Rhea  presented  a  letter  of  in- 
struction, respecting  a  road  from,  to  Au- 
gusta, which  was  referred  to  the  Secreta- 
ry of  War 1018 

L. 

Laoock,  Abner,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat    .....    331 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  volunteers  783,  796 
remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  concerning  the 

naturalization  laws  -        -  -  1661 

on  the  bill  relating  to  the  Corpa  of  Engi- 
neers   -        -        -        -        -        -        •  1819 

on  the  Senate's  amendment  to  the  district 

court  bill       - 1338 

on  the  petitions  for  repeal  of  the  embargo  -  1431 
Lambert,  William,   report  of  the   Secretaiy  of 

State,  on  the  petition  of       •        •        .  1677 
Landals,  Peter,  Mr.  Paulding  presented  a  peti- 
tion of-        -        -        .        .        .        .    666 

referred  to  a  select  committee    -        -        -  1048 
an  adverse  report  thereon,  concurred  in      -  1816 
Law,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  relating  to  the 

Naval  Establishment      ....    896 

Letters  of  Marque^  a  bill  concerning,  read  twice, 

and  committed       .....  16II 

reported  with  amendment,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading  -        -        -        •        -1616 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1616 
lotoraed  from    the  Senate,  with   amend- 
ments   .......  1636 

which  were  eonenrwd  in   •       .        .        .  1644 
Levy  Court,  a  bill  concerning  the,  of  Washing- 
ton county,  D.  C,  read  twice,  and  com- 
ndtXtd 607 
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ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1078 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasaed  ...  1083 
a  petition  of  the,  referred  to  the  Committee 

on  the  District  of  Columbia    ...    697 
a  bill  conferring  certain  powers  oi^  the,  read 

twice,  and  committed     ....  1361 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1S61 
returned  from  the  Senate,  with  amendments  1323 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  1436 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        .  1436 
another  bill  concerning,  returned  with  amend- 
ments, read,  and  committed    ...  1514 
report  of  disagreement  concurred  in    •        -  1633 
Lewis,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  marriage  licenses      •  1041 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  the  Corps 
of  Engineers 1319 

Library,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Seybert,  a  joint  com- 
mittee was  appointed  on  the  ...    363 

a  message  from  the  Senate  that  they  agree, 
and  have  appointed  a  committee     -        •    403 

a  bill  from  the  Senate,  making  further  ap- 
propriations for  the,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted     397 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading 398 

Mr.  Seybert  submitted  n  joint  resolution  of- 
fering the  use  of  the  books  in  the,  to  the 
United  States  Judges,  read  twice,  and  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading  -        ...  1106 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -        -        -  1107 

a  letter  from  the  Chief  Justice,  in  behalf  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  acknowledging  the 
lavor 1116 

Licenses  to  Retailers,  a  bill  to  lay  duties  on,  read 

twice 1655 

Light-Houses,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  purchase  of 
Lewis's  patent  for  lighting,  read  twice, 

Ac. 618 

reported  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  ......  1068 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1073 
returned  from  the  Senate,  with  amendments  11U8 
concurred  in    -        -        •        -        -        -    1113 

Limitation,  Mr.  Bacon  submitted  a  resolution 

concerning  the  statutes  of  -  -  -  333 
which  was  concurred  in,  and  referred  to  the 

Committee  of  Claims     ....    834 
report  of  said  committee    ....    667 
a  resolution  adopted  to  inquire  into  the  mer^ 
its  of  claims,  dtc.    -        -        -        .        .  1388 

Little,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  a  motion  to  recede 
from  disagreement  to  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate          703 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  for  calling  ab- 
sentees          -        .  1434 

Little  Belt,  British  account  of  the  afiair  with  the  1876 
American  statement  of  the  same  -  «  1883 
address  of  Commodore  Rodgers  to  the  court 

of  inquiry  in  the  case  of-  ...  1933 
letter  of  the  Commodore  to  the  Secretary  of 

the  Navy 1936 

IioaDy  a  l»U  authorising  a,  read  twice,  and  eom* 

mitted 1066 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     .*  1087 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        •        .  1093 
returned  from  the  Senate,  aniended,  and  con- 
curred in 1198 


LoMi— continued.  Ptfi 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Tressuiy, 

with  a  report  of  proceedings  under  the  act 

authorizing  a  ...  .  ue 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Archer,  the  Secrettiy  of 

the  Treasury  was  directed  to  report  d» 

practicability  of  obtaining  a  -  -  -  IK 
a  bill  authorizing  a,  of  eleven  milfions,  read 

twice,  and  committed  -  -  .  -  IS6 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  tfaiid 

time,  and  passed    -        -        .        •      •  IS:? 
the  Treasury  report  on  the  subject     -      •  S8K 
Louisiana,  Mr.  Rhea  presented  a  petition  of  tfe 

people  of  the  Territory  of,  praying  the  Me* 

ond  grade  of  government  -  -  .  557 
Mr.  Neleoo  presented  a  similar  petitioD  •  S£ 
a  bill  to  admit,- into  the  Union,  read  twiee, 

and  committed  -  .  >  -  •  IfJ 
reported  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading  -        -        -        -        -       .  IS 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  •  iSI 
returned  from  the  Senate,  with  amendraeDte  tS€ 
concurred  in  -  -  -  -  •  •  i& 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  enlarge  Ike  firaics  of  IT^i 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  |hird  readinf  •  IS! 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  - 19^ 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  supplementary  to  Itii  H9 
read  three  times,  and  paased  -  •  •  Ifi- 
bill  respecting  the  survey  of  certain  lands  in, 

read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  ItS! 
a  bill  giving  validity  to  the  sale  of  certaii 

lands  in,  read  twice        -        -        .      .  1S9 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -      •  l^^ 
Louisiana  Lead  Company,  a  bill  from  the  Sentie 

to  incorporate  the,  read  twice,  Ac  •  •  l^ 
reported  without  amendment     -  -1^ 

third  reading  rgected        *        -        .      .  :£f 
Louisiana  Stock,  a  letter  from  the  B^attarj  of 

the  Treasury  concerning  the  -        -      -143 
bill  to  transfer  the  6  per  oenUand,  read  twiee  14^ 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -        .      - 156 
Lonisviile,  Mr.  Ormsby  sdbmitled  a  reselotioBR- 

apecting  an  armoiy  at    -        -        .      •  iKi 
a  report  from  the  committee       -        .      •  i% 
read,  and  agreed  to   -        -        .        .      -  tifl 
Loarndea,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  tho  Senate  biO  lo 

raise  an  additional  military  Ibroe  -  •  ^ 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  oonoeming  the  Nsval 

Establishment  -  -  -  .  .  Si4 
on  the  bill  to  permit  the  importation  of  Bril- 

iah  goods ISSl.lSi' 

on  sundry  petitions  to  soepead  the  non-ia* 

portation  act  -        -        -        -        .       .  1^ 
on  the  bill  respecting  munitiona  of  war     •  ^^ 
Lyon,  Matthew,  the  8pei2ker  presented  a  memo 

rial  ot,  praying  to  be  repaid  a  fine,  undff 

prosecution  for  libel  >  -  .  .  Ill 
referred  to  a  select  oommittee  -  .  .  j^ 
Lyon,  George,  a  bill  for  the  relief  o^  lead  iwks  •  13^ 
Kferred  to  a  committee  -  -  .  •  lil^ 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 1^ 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        .      .  IS^ 

M. 

Macon,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resohitaon  to  refier 

the  Message ^ 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Rhea's  reeolntion  respoct- 
ing  additional  duties       -        >        .       .  98 

speedi  of,  on  the  report  of  th«  Oomffiittee  of 
Foreign  Relations  -        •        -        .      .  4^ 
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Uaoon,  Mr.,  tpeech  of— confiiivcd.  Plkg#. 

on  the  Senate  bill  to  xaiae  an  additiooal  mtt> 

itary  force      *        -     .  -        -        -        -    660 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  eatabtiah  a  Qaar- 

iermaater'f  department  •  •  .  •  802 
on  the  bill  to  arm  the  militia  •  •  .  1081 
on  the  Miniuippi  bill  ....  1207 
in  the  caae  of  Roungavell  -  -  .  1239,  J266 
on  the  Joint  resolution  for  a  recess  •  •  1340 
Magmder,  Patrick,  election  of,  aa  Clerk  of  the 

House 

Ilagruder,  Allan  B.,  one  of  the  Delegates  from 

Orleans,  admitted  within  the  House 
Maine,  a  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  altering  the  time  for  hold- 
ing the  District  Courts  of       «        - 
a  bill  to  that  effect  read  twice,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  -        •        .        .        . 
read  a  third  time»  and  passed     ... 
Mannfactures,  Mr.  Kewton  made  a  statement  of 
returns  of  American,  as  directed  by  the 
census  law  to  be  made  to  the  Treasury 
Department,  d^.    -        -        - 
a  petition  praying  protection  of  -        -  2055, 20t2 
Manufactures  of  Copper,  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures  were  instructed 
to  report  a  bill  explanatory  of  the  act  lay« 
ing  duties  on  ..... 

Maritime  Frontier,  a  bill  making  ftirther  appro- 
priation for  defence  of  our,  read  twice,  6k, 
read  a  third  time       ..... 

passed       ..---.. 

a  bill  ftirther  to  provide  for  defence  of  our, 

read  twice      ...... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  pasaed      ... 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  defence  of  •     •  - 
read  twice,  and  committed         ... 
Marriage  Licenses,  Mr.  Baker  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Washington 
county,  District  of  Columbia,  respecting ; 
referred         -        -        -        -        -        - 

a  bill  concerning,  read  twice,  and  committed 
first  section  stricken  out,  and  bill  lost  - 
Maryland,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  carry  into 
effect  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of,  read 
twice,  and  committed     -        -        - 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading .    - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
Mason,  John,  and  others,  petition  o^  referred    - 
Mason's  Island,  a  petition  praying  authority  to 
cut  a  canal  around,  &c,  .        -        • 
a  bill  to  authorize  a  canal,  dec.,  read  twice, 
and  committed       ..... 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        •        • 
Massachusetts,  Mr.  Seaver  presented  a  resolution 
of  the  Legislature  of,  to  furnish  supplies 
for  public  serrice   -        -        -      .  - 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War 
Mr.  Cbtts  pesented  an  address  of  the  Re- 
publican membiers  of  the  Legislature  of, 
approving  the  measures  of  Government  • 
Maxwell,  George  C,  of  Massachusetts,  was  qual- 
ified, and  took  his  seat   .... 

remarks  of,  on  receding  from  disagreement 

with  the  Senate 703 

Mechanics'  Bank  of  Alexandria,  a  bUl  from  the 

Senate  to  incorporate  the        -        -        -  1323 
read  twice,  and  reforred  to  a  oommitteo      •  1322 
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report  of  the  committee  thereon  -        -  1348 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        .        .  1420 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1428 
Merchant  Vessels,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  con- 
cerning the  arming  of    -        •        -        -  1347 
read  twice,  and  committed         ...  1363 
Message,  a  confidential,  from  the  President  of 

the  United  States 1624 

'    referred  to  Ihe  Committee  of  Foreign  Rela^ 

tiona     -        - 1630 

copy  of  said  Message         ....  1714 
Military  Bounty  Lands,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 

to  provide  for  designating,  dec.  -  •  1246 
read  twice,  and  committed  ....  1247 
reported  with  amendments  ...  1298 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        .  1342 

recommitted 1847 

reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 

time,  and  passed-  ..... 

Military  Establishment,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to 

complete  the  existing     .... 

twice  read,  and  committed         •        -        - 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •        .        - 

a  bill  making  appropriations  for  support  of 

the,  read  twice,  and  committed 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  -  .  - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
a  bill  making  additional  appropriations  for 
the,  dec,  read  twice.  Sec  ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Military  Force,  papers  from  the  War  Departs 

ment  relating  to  the       ... 
Military  Peace  Establishment,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Clay,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  in- 
quire in  relation  to  the   ... 
Militia,  a  bill  supplemental  to  the  act  to  establish 
a  uniform  system  of,  read  twice,  dec. 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Condict,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Afiairs  were  instructed  to  report 
a  bill  for  arming  the       .... 
a  bill  to  arm  and  equip  ihe,  read  twice»  See. 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
wad  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmento 
Mr.  Poindexter  submitted  a  resolution  in  re- 
lation to  the,  of  the  Southern  and  Western 

States 1227 

a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky 
in  relation  to  the    .....  2107 

MiDer,  Samuel  R.,  6l  Co»,  Mr.  Quincy  presented 
a  petition  of,  referred      .... 

MiUer>  Christopher,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 
and  committed       ..... 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
Mfiler,  Peter,  a  report  on  the  petition  of,  con- 
curred in     .  • 
Mihior,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  mo- 
tion to  employ  the  army         ... 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  volunteers 
remarks  o(  on  British  intrigues 
on  his  resolirtion  respecting  a  revision  of  the 
penal  code     ...... 

in  the  case  of  Rodnsavell  .        -        -  1269, 1271 
Minifie,  Charles,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of    1846 
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read  twice,  and  committed         ...  1247 

reported  without  amendment     .        -        •  1250 

read  a  third  time,  and  paseed     ...  1343 

Mint,  the  President  of  the  United  States  traiie- 

mitted  the  report  of  the  Director  of  tho  -    692 
MifliiBaippi  Territory,  Mr.  Poindexter  preaanted 

a  petition,  praying  admiaaion  of,  into  the 

Union 344,586 

referred  to  a  aelect  committee  •  .  •  686 
report  of  said  committee  recommitted  -  •  649 
an  amended  report  .  •  •  •  -  660 
a  bill  to  enable  the  people  oU  to  form  a  con- 

stitation,  dtc,  read  twice  ...  649 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed  -  •  •  1212 
Mr.  Poindexter  presented  a  resolution  of 

the  I<egialature  of,  approTing  the  me«^ 

urea  of  GoTcrnment  ....  689 
another,  prajing  the  eztingutahment  of  ear* 

tain  Indian  titles  .....  1031 
on  motion  of  the  same,  the  Committee  on 

Public  Lands  were  instracted  to  inquire 

into  the  expediency  of  ooBfirming  grants 

by  the  Spanish  Government  .  -  -  1077 
Mr.  P.  submitted  a  resolution  authorising 

the  President  to  cause  a  census  to  be 

taken  of  the  people  of  -  -  -  -  1348 
amended,  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  thiid 

reading  -...-.  1417 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  .  •  •  1420 
a  bill  confirming  grants  by  the  British  Got- 

ernmrnt  of  West  Florida  to  lands  in,  read 

twice 1460 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  •  •  .  1491 
a  bill  confirming  grants  in,  by  the  Spaniah 

Government,  read  twice,  and  committed  •  1461 
reported  with  amendment,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading  .  -  -  -  -  -  1479 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1484 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1632 
concurred  in  •  -  -  •  -  -  1659 
Mr.  Poindexter  submitted  a  resolution  re- 

specting  the  division  of,  into  two  States  -  1480 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  1483 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  i486 
Missouri,  a  bill  respecting  the  lead  mines  in  the 

Territory  of,  read  twice,  and  committed  -  1663 
MitchiU,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  respecting  the 

Naval  Bstablishment  ...  866, 920 
speech  of,  on  the  Treasury  note  bill  -  -  1606 
on  additional  duties  -  -  -  •  -  1619 
on  the  embargo  .....  1617 
introductory  of  a  resolution  respecting  ex- 

porU 1201 

remarks  of,  on  the  Mississippi  biU       -        -  1207 
on  the  bill  respecting  the  Corps  of  Engineers  IS  18 
Monroe,  James,  Secretary  of  State,  correspond- 
ence of,  with  Mr.  Russell        ...  1764 
Moore,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  duty  on  distilled 

spirits    -        •        -        •        .        .        -1115 
Moseley,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  revenue  report    846 
Munitions  of  War,  so  mudi  of  the  Measage  as  re- 
lates to,  referred  to  a  select  committee     -    343 
report  of  said  committee  in  detail        -        -    623 
a  bill  to  prohibit  the  exportation  oU  r^^d     •  1633 
amended,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Foreign  Relations  .....  1661 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading 1564 

rejected  on  the  third  reading      •        •        -  1670 


Monitions  of  War— oontiBiied.  hn 

rejection  reconsidered,  and  bill  comudsd  •  ir. 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  discharged  fisa 

ita  oonaideration  -  -  -  •  •  liTS 
bill  amended  by  the  House,  and  oiderad  to 

a  third  reading      -        -        -       •      -  :i?t 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -      •  Isr 
Murray,  John,  report  on  the  petition  eC  refiEncd 

to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  -  - !») 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  commintd  lid 
reported  without  amendment,  read  atiuni 

time,  and  pasaed    -        -        -        •      - 141 
returned  fii>ra  the  Senate,  with  amendmnii  \^> 
concnrred  in     -        •        -        -       -      •  HM 
McBiyde,  Archibald,  of  North  CaioIiBa,  mi 

qualified,  and  took  his  seat     -        .      •  ft 
McCnlloch,  James  H.,  Mc  MeKim  preacated 
a  document  in  support  of  the  petition  c6 
which  was  referred  to  the  committee  «e 
the  petition  of  certain  collectors      -      •  1K> 
(See  CoUedon  </  Customa.) 
McKee,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  petition  of  Mit* 

thew  Lyon  -  -  -  ...  31 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  volunteen,  79^  i* 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  eoneeming  the  Nani 

Eatabiishment  -  -  .  .  833,  ft 
remarks  o(  on  the  Senate'e  ameadmeoti  to 

the  Wabarii  bill % 

on  the  bill  for  the  government  of  the  To^ 

ritory  of  Louisiana         -        -       -      •  ifii 
in  tbe  case  of  Rounsavell    -        -       .      .  IS 
on  the  embargo  hill    -        .        .        .      •  lift 
McKim,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  amending  the  Seatte 

bill  respecting  an  additional  mtlitaiT  Ara  (- 

on  the  second  resolution  of  the  CommittK 

of  Ways  and  Means  for  raiaing  reveaiit  •  U^ 
on  an  amendment  propoeed  to  the  same  •  il^ 
remarks  of,  in  the  case  of  RounsavaD  -  •  lH 
on  the  bill  to  permit  certain   importaliaBf  19^ 

11 

on  his  resolution  to  amend  the  ConstitotiflB  1^' 
speech  of,  on  appointing  Assistant  Secrrti- 

riesofWar :3n 

remarks  of,  on  the  District  banks  •  •  HS^ 
speedi  of,  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  wne 

of  Treasury  notes  -  -  .  -  HM/il^l 
on  non-importation  -        -        -       .      •  t^* 

N. 

Natchez,  a  petition  of  aundiy  inhabitants  fcii 
hospital  at,    -        -        •        -        .      •  fi' 
another  ftom  the  Mayor,  dte^  of,  to  the  stoe 
effect,  both  referred  to  the  Committee  eo 
Public  Lands         -        -        -        -      •  ^ 
said  committee  disdiarged,  reference  ai^ 
to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Mm- 
nfectures       •        -        -        -       .      •  '•• 
this  committee  discharged^  and  the  safa^cct 
referred  to  a  Belect  committee  *  ^ 

National  Militia,  sundry  resolutions  of  the  Legii-     j 
lature  of  Kentucky  relating  to  a       -      2/ 
Naturalization  Law,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Laoock,  1 
committee  was  appointed  reepeeting  ibe 
expediency  of  amending  ^e  -        .      •  1^ 
a  bill  supplementary  to  the,  read  twice,  lad  ,^ 
committed      -        -        -        •        -      •  lJ<* 
reported  with  amendment,  and  ordered  tot  ^ 

third  reading         -        -        •        - 
road  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     • 
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Page. 
)f  aval  Batabllshment,  a  Mil  concerning  the,  read 

twice,  and  committed      -  -        -    fi66 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     •  1004 
read  a  third  time,  and  paased     •        -        -  1005 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  ameadmenla, 

which  were  disagreed  to        -        -        -  1196 
the  Senate  insiat,  and  ask  a  eonference       -  1216 
the  Hoate  agree  to  the  conference,  and  ap- 
point managers      .....  1316 

the  managers  report  modifications       •        •  1283 
the  Senate  agree  to  the  modifications  of  the 
conferees       ......  1284 

the  House  did  the  same     «...  1336 

Naval  Force,  appointment  of  a  committee  on  the    848 

report  of  said  committee    ....    663 

Nary,  a  biH  for  support  of  the,  read  twice,  and 

committed      ......  1012 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     •  1031 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1033 
Navy  Hospitals,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  with  a  copy  of  the  rules  and 
regulations  for  the  government  of  the,  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee    ...  1437 
a  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
act  establishing      .....  1440 

report  of  said  committee    ....  1487 

report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the 
subject  of       -----        -  2149 

Navy  Officers,  dec.,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 

was  directed  to  report  the  names  of,  dec    929 
report  of  that  officer,  in  obedience       •        -  1018 
Navy  Yards,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Seybert,  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  was  directed  to  report 
a  statement  of  ths  expenditures  on  the 
several  --..-.•    977 
report  of  that  officer  in  obedience       -        •  1487 
Nelson,  Mr.  remarlis  of,  on  the  rules  and  orders    576 
remarks  of,  on  amending  the  bill  to  raise  an 

additional  military  force         ...    609 
on  the  bill  to  raise  volunteers     •        •        .    778 
speech  of,  on  the  same        ...     790>  799 
on  the  navy  bill         .....    991 

on  arming  the  militia         ....  1081 

on  the  war  taxes       .....  1119 

on  the  Louisiana  bill  -        -        •        •        •  1224 
remarks  of,  in  the  case  of  Ronnsavell  «        -  1261 
on  the  resolution  for  relief  to  Caraccaa       -  1360 
on  the  resolution  to  recall  absentees    •        -  1426 
on  the  embargo  bill    -        •        -        -        -  1697 
New  Jersey,  sundry  resolutions  of  the  people 
of,  expressing  confidence  in  the  Admin- 
istration          896 

the  President  of  the  United  States  transmit- 
ted copies  of  resolutions  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of,  to  the  same  efiect       ...    907 
New  Orleans,  petitition  of  the  Mayor,  dtc,  of, 

praying  a  grant  of  a  certain  lot,  referred  -    872 
report  of  the  committee  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole       •       -        -        •    404 
their  report  disagreed  to    -        •        -        -    662 
Mr.  Poindexter  submitted  a  resolution  re- 
specting the  exaction  by,  of  a  tax  on  ves- 
sels descending  the  Mississippi       -        -    688 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed        -  1046 
Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a  resolution  of  Ken- 
tucky respecting  a  road  from,  to  said  State  1 167 
a  bill  to  relinquish  to  the  city  of,  a  certain 

lot,  read  twice,  and  committed        -        -  1196 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     •  1208  * 
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read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -  1210 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1239 
which  were  concurred  in   -        -        -        -  1246 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  granting  to  the 
Governor  of  Louisiana,  and  his  successors, 

a  lot  in  the  city  of 1322 

read  twice,  and  committed         ...  1336 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading 1329 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1348 
petition  of  the  delegates  from  the  Conven- 
tion of  Orleans  Territory,  praying  a  grant 
of  certain  lots  to  the  dty  of,  referred  to  a 
committee     ...        ...  1471 

Newspapers^  the  usual  order  for  At  supply  of  -    331 
Newton,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Rhea  s  resolu- 
tion for  additional  duties         ...    860 
explanations  of  certain  returns  in  the  census 

respecting  manufoctures         ...    870 
remarks  of,  on  a  resolution  respecting  im- 
pressed seamen 780 

on  the  ball  respecting  the  importation  of  Brit- 

*     ish  goods 1281 

on  the  joint  resolution  for  a  recen     -        -  1336 
on  the  resolntion  to  recall  absentees  -        -  1425 
New  York,  Mr.  Mitchill  presented  a  petition  of 

«  sundnr  merchants  of     -        -        -      334, 476 
New  York  Canals,  petition  and  papers  relating 

to 2166 

Non-importation,  sundry  petitions  from  Massachu- 
setts and  Connecticut  respecting    -        -    366 
sundry  petitions  praying  a  suspension  of  the 

act  of 1335 

papers  relating  to  modifications  of  the  act  -  2106 
Non-intercourse,   Mr.  Richardson  submitted  a 

resolution  to  repeal  the  act  concerning    -  1644 
the  resolution  rejected       ....  1646 
North  Bend,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  in- 
quire concerning  a  road  to  the        -        -    846 
a  bill  eoncerning  said  road  read  twice         -    349 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    427 
North  Carolina,  Mr.  Macon  presented  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Legislature  of,  approving  the 
measures  of  Government        ...    607 
on  motion  of  Mr.  BlacUedge,  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
dient of  altering  the  time  for  holding 
the  district  courts  in       -        -        -        -    664 
a  bill  to  that  efiect  read  twice,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        •        -    719 
Mr.  Macon  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Le- 
gislature of,  ratifying  the  amendment  of 
the  ConstHation  in  relation  to  titles       -    938 

0. 

O'Bannon,  Thomas,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 

relief  of 402 

read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 

on  Public  Lands    .....    403 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  .        .        .        .        •    427 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1082 
Ogden  and  Harrison,  Mr.  Mitchill  presented  the 

petition  of^  referred        ....    475 
Ohio,  Mr.  Morrow  submitted  a  resolution  re- 
specting the  loan  of  arms  to  the  State  of     892 
on  motion  of  the  same,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
confirmiDg  the  northern  boundary  of      •    686 
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a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of,  approving 

the  measures  of  Government  -        -        •    697 
a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  allowing  fur^ 
ther  time  to  purchasers  of  land  northwest 
of  the  river,  read  twice  -        -        .        •  1480 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1667 
Old  City  Hall,  (New  York,)  a  bill  authorizing 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  purchase 
or  lease  the,  read  twice,  and  committed  •  IS63 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     -  1S96 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1319 
Ordnance,  dec,  a  bill  authorizing  the  pnrchaae 

of,  read  twice,  and  committed  -  -  626 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  694 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  697 
a  bill  for  the  better  regulation  of  the,  lead 

twice,  and  committed     ....  18S9 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      -  1367 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1376 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmeatSy 

and  concurred  in   -        -        -        -        -  1419 

Ordnance   Department,  a  bill  to  establish  as, 

twice  read,  and  committed      ...  1888 
reported,  and  recommitted          ...  1323 
Oriskany  Manufacturing  Company,  the  memo* 
rial  of,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures         ...  1077 
Orleans,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  giving  further 
time  for  registering  claims  to  land  in  the 
western  district  of,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted   1363 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 1398 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1317 
Orr,  Thomas,  the  Committee  of  Public  Lands 
were  instructed  to  report  to  confirm,  in  his 
title  to  certain  lauds       ....  1048 
a  bill  to  that  effect  read  twice,  and  commit^ 

ted 1058 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  1168 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  >  .  .1196 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1249 
which  were  concurred  in  -        •        •        .  1268 

P. 

Patentees,  Mr.  Seybert  submitted  a  resolution 

calling  for  the  names  of  -        -        -        •    749 
which  was  agreed  to          ....    749 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  in  obedience    875 
Patent  Office,  Mr.  Seybert  made  a  report  respect- 
ing the  1490 

Patent  Rights,  petitions  fbr  the  extension  of       3163, 

8175 
Paulding,  William,  of  New  York,  was  qualified 

and  took  his  seat 373 

Peace,  sundry  memorials,  recommending  meas- 
ures of-        -        -        -        -        -        -  1416 

Pearl  Kiver,  a  bill  for  relief  of  the  Commissioners 

west  of,  read  twice,  and  committed  •    691 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     r  1040 
read  a  third  time,  and  paused     .        .        •  1043 
Pearson,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  in  the  case  of  Roun- 

savell 1267 

on  his  resolution  to  require  a  statement  of 

enlistmenU 1485 

Peck,  William,  a  bill  to  discharge  from  imprison- 
ment, read  twice 1479 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1484 

read  a  third  time,  and  pused     -  •  1486 


Penal  Code,  Mr.  IMUnoi  rabmitted  a  resolnlioo 

for  a  reviaion  of  the        -        -        •      •  lU 
agreed  to,  and  a  eoramittae  appmnted       •  'X> 
Ponnsyivania,  a  message  oommunieating  snadiy 

Insolations  of  the  Legialatore  of    •      -  3S! 
Mr.  MUnor  presented  a  petition  of  the  Bet- 
olutionary  line  of  -        -        -       •      •  !M( 
Penrose,  Clement  B.,  a  bill  ibr  relief  U,  read  twkc  m 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -      •  in 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasaed     -        -      •  li» 
Pension  List,  on  motion  of  Mr.  BarweU«  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  was  directed  to  report  dv 
namea  of  persona  on  ihe         -        .      •  IMS 
Penaions*  a  raaolution  by  Mr.  Rhea  on  the  sa^ 
ject  of,  referred   to  the   ConuBitlae  d 
Claims  -        -        •        -        -      -  id 

a  bill  to  revive  the  act  reapecting  the  wnk 
of  obtainingt  twice  read,  and  ordered  t«  1 
third  reading  -        -        -        -      - 1* 

Philadelphia,  Mr.  Seybert  preaented  a  petitieaflf 
aundiy  merchaata  of,  which  waa  refernd 
to  the  Committee  of  Commeroe  and  Mia- 
ufiicturea       -        -        -        •        ..     -  fii 
Picken%  Mr^  apeech  of,  on  the  Senato  biU  fcru 
additional  military  force 
remarka  ol^  on  the  bill  to  raiae  ToluDtecn  • 
Pike»  Lieutenant  Colonel  Z.  M.,  a  p«iiiio&  sC 
presented       -        -        •         ... 

Pinknay,  Ninian,  a  biH  for  relief  o^  read  twice, 

and  committed       -        -        -        -      .  K 
reported,  and  third  reading  refuaed    •      •  ^-^ 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of     •      *  Mi* 
read  twice,  and  committed 
reported  without  amendment     - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasaed     - 
Pinkney,  William,  oorrespondenoe  of 
Pitkin,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  rules  and  orders  • 
on  the  bill  to  raise  volunteers 
on  the  papers  relating  to  Britiah  intrigvci  * 
introducing  a  statement  relating  to  Frend 
apoliationa     ....-- 
remarks  of,  in  the  case  of  Roansavell 
on  the  petitions  for  repeal  of  the  embargo  - 
on  the  bill  concerning  munitions  of  vrar    • 
Pleaaanta,  Mr^  apeech  of,  on  the  impwtatioa  biH  l^ 
Plymouth,  North  Carolina,  a  bill  allowing  addi- 
tional  compensation  to  the  CoUectono( 
twice  read,  and  committed     -        -       *  1«^ 
See  (CoUeeion  of  Cutiomt.) 
Plymouth,  Maasachuaetta,  petition  Irom  inhibi- 

tants  of,  praying  for  peace  measures      •  ^ 
Poindeiter,  George,  a  delegate  Irom  Missssipp 

Territory,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  Mst  SS: 
remarks  of,  on  a  reeolotion  respecting  ssf- 

tlements  on  Indian  lands  *  .  .  S 
on  the  bill  to  raise  volunteers  -  787, 718, 7fl 
apeech  of,  on  the  bill  to  enable  the  people  d 

Mississippi  to  form  a  constitution,  dec  13il.  ^^ 
remarks  of,  on  the  Louisiana  biU  1316, 131S,  I^ 
on  a  resolution  relating  to  the  militia  -  ^^ 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Rhea  ...       -  I*'' 

a  declaration  by,  of  hia  co-operation  in  the 
war       -.....- 

Porter,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Con- 
mittee  of  Foreign  Relations    -       -       * 
remsrks  of,  on  receding  from  disagraamcat 
with  the  Senate ^ 
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1180 
1594 


-  1379 


-    637 


.    333 


784 
1146 
1216 
1216 


-  1233 


Porter,  Mr,,  remarks  of— «ootinued.  Page, 

on  the  bill  to  raiae  Tolanteeni      -     728,  730,  738,' 

793,  799 
•peech  of,  on  his  reaolution  to  raiae  a  pro- 
▼iatonalarmy  -        -        -        .        . 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  for  raisimr 
rsTenue         -        -        -        -        .        ^ 

on  the  embargo  bill  -        -        •        .        . 
Porta  and  Harbors,  a  bill  relating  to  defence  of, 

read  twice,  and  committed      • 
Porta  of  Entry,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  a  reao^ 

lution  was  agreed  to,  concerning  certain    1083 
Postmaster  General,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Harper, 
the  Committee  of  Waya  and  Means  were' 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  allowing  additional  compensation  to  the    427 
a  bill  to  that  effect  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Salaries 
Poat  Office  and  Post  Roads,  appointment  of  the 

standing  committee  on   - 
Poat  Roada,  a  bill  to  alter  and  establish  certain, 
read  twice,  and  committed      <• 
read  twice,  and  committed 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
recommitted      ••..._ 
reported  with  amendments,  and  referred  to 

the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
another  bill  reported,  read,  and  recommitted  1219 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     « 
Potomac,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  improving 
the  naTigation  of  the  river 
read  twice,  and  committed 
petitions  praying  that  said  bill  may  not  pass 
referred  .... 

report  on  the  same    ... 
Potter,  Elisha  R.,  of  Rhode  Island,  was  qualified 
and  took  his  seat   .... 

remarks  of,  on  the  apportionment  bill 
speech  of,  on  additional  duties    - 
Pre-emption,  a  bill  to  allow  further  time  to  com 
plete  payments  on  lands  held  in  right  of, 
in  the  Mtssiraippi  Territory,  read  twice 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  paased     . 
Prentiss,  Charles,  examination  of,  before  a  com 
mtttee  ...... 

Preaident  pro  iem,  of  the  Senate,  on  motion  of 

Mr.  Smilie,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 

Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 

expediency  of  allowing  compensation  to  1614 

bill  to  that  effect,  read  twice,  and  committed    1632 

reported  with  amendment,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
returned  from  the  Senate  amended,  and  con 
curred  in       ?        •        -        •        . 
Previous  Question,  Mr.  Baasett  aubmitted  a 

lution  req>ecting  the      .... 

which  was  agreed  to  .... 

Prince,  Williams,  Mr.  Lewis  presented  a  petition 

of,  referred     •-.... 

Prisoners  of  War,  the  Committee  on  Military 

Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 

expediency  of  providing  for    ...  1674 

a  bill  providing  for,  read  twice   ...  1676 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        •  1677 

read  a  third  time,  and  pMsad    •       .       •  1682 
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1246 
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1324 
1416 

368 

363 

1627 


397 
397 

1618 


1662 
1662 

-  1682 


1083 
1086 

618 


Page. 
Proclamation,  the  President's,  of  war        -        .  2223 
setting  apart  a  day  of  humiliation,  dec        •  2224 
Protestant  Episeopal  Church,  of  Alexandria,  Mr. 
Nelson  presented  a  petition  of  the,  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia       ......    359 

Provisional  Military  Force,  Mr.  Porter  aubmitted 

a  resolution  to  raise  a    ....  1068 

which  was  negatived  -  -  >  .  1069 
Public  Buildings,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bacon,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  sums  due  on  account  of  work  done 
on  the  -  -  •  -  -  -  .  1234 
the  President  of  the  United  States  trans- 
mitted a  report  of  the  Superintendent  of 

the 1268 

a  bill  making  provision   to  discharge  all 

claims  on,  dtc,  read  tmce,  dtc       •        -  1329 
reported  with  amendment  ...  1431 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1434 
returned  firom  the  Senate  amended,  and.com- 

mitted 1667 

amendments  partially  disagreed  to      -        -  1667 
PaUie  Defence,  on  motion   of  Mr.  Smilie,  so 
much  of  the  Message  as  relates  to,  was 
referred  to  a  select  committee        -        -  <  386 
Public  Depositee,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pitkin,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  directed  to 
lay  before  the  House,  a  statement  of  the 
banks,  &c,  in  which  there  are        -        •    569 
report  of  that  officer  in  obedience        •        -    749 
the  aaid  report  in  full         -        ...        .  2O66 
Public  Grounds,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  author- 
izing the  President  to  lease  any  portion 
of  the,  in  the  City  of  Washington  -        -  1669 
read  twice,  iimended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 1660 

read  a  third  time>  and  passed  as  amended  -  1563 
the  Senate  disagreed         ....  1(^57 

and  the  House  receded      .        .        j        .  1568 
Public  Lands,  appointment  of  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee, on      -----        -    333 

a  bill  giving  further  time  to  purchasers  o( 
west  of  Ohio  river,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted   696 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      -  1196 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -  1198 
returned  from  the  Senate  amended     -        •  1319 
concurred  in      -----        -  1320 

Mr.  Morrow  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 

'  persons  concerning  the,  referred      -        -  1031 
a  petition  to  lease  certain   ....  1042 

a  bill  to  ascertain  titles  and  claims  to  certain, 

read  twice 1246 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -        -        -  1317 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -  1319 
Public  Printing,  a  committee  appointed  to  inquire 

into  the  sUte  of  the        -        -        -        -1199 

Quartermaster's  Depsrtment,  a  bill  firom  the  Sen- 
ate to  establish  a 695 

read  twice,  and  referred  Urthe  Committee  on 

the  Military  Establishment     ...  636 

reported  with  amendments,  and  committed  749 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  796 

read  a  third  time ;  passed  with  amendments  803 
a  mesiage  from  the  Senate,  that  they  had 

poatponed  th«  bill  iadtfinitely       •       .  1034 
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Quartermaster's  Departments-continued.  Page. 

another  bill  from  the  Senate  to  eatabhah  a, 

read  twice,  and  referred        ...  1088 

reported  with  amendments,  and  committed  1 196 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended        -  1314 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  1215 

the  Senate  disagreed,  and  asked  a  conference  1226 
the  managers  report  modifications,  which 

were  agreed  to        -        -        -        -        -  1239 
a  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  establish  a,  read 

twice 1346 

ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  .        .        -        •  1378 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        •  1416 

returned  from  the  Senate  amended    -        -  1434 

concurred  in      -----        -  143ft 

Quincy,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to  re- 
fer the  President's  Message    .        .        •  337 
on  Mr.  Rhea's  resolution  for  additional  duties  36 1 
speech  of,. on  the  rules  and  orders       -        •  672 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  resolution  to 

employ  the  Army  -  .  -  -  -  723 
on  the  Senate  bill  to  establish  a  Quartermas- 
ter's Department  .  .  .  •  •  802 
speech  of,  on  the  Navy  bill  ...  949 
remarks  of,  concerning  British  intrigues  -  1183 
statement  of,  in  the  case  of  RounsaTcll  -  1266 
remarks  of,  respecting  Consuls  and  Vice 

Consuls 1480 

speech  of,  on  the  embargo  bill    -        -  1696, 1601 
Quorum,  interchange  of  messages  on  the  subject 

ofa       -        - 331 

appointment  of  a  joint  committee  to  inform 

the  President  of  a 331 

Quotas  of  Militia,  report  of  the  War  Department 

on  the 2109 

R. 

Randolph,  John,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to 

refer  the  Message    -        •      336,  336,  338,  339 
speech  of,  on  the  petition  of  Matthew  Lyon    346 
on  his  ^^solution  relating  to  expenditure  of 
public  moneys        .....    853 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  gOTernment  of 

the  Territory  of  Louiaiana      ...    367 
on  his  resolution  respecting  corporeal  punish- 
ment    .......    368 

on  the  resolution  to  raise  more  regulars       -    42S 
speech  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations  -        -        -        -     441, 625 

on  his  motion  to  postpone  indefinitely  the 

Senate  bill  for  additional  military  force   -    707 
on  his  resolu tion  to  employ  the  Army  in  mak- 
ing roads,  dtc.        -        -       719,  721,  725,  726 
on  the  bill  to  raise  Tolunteers      .        *        .    773 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  arm  the  Militia  1046, 1081 
speech  of,  on  the  Loan  bill        ...  1089 
on  the  papers  relating  to  British  intrigues  1 185, 

1193 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  for  relieving 
Caraccas        --....  1S48 

speech  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  to  appoint  Assist- 
ant Secretaries  of  War  ....  1368 

on  the  repeal  of  the  embargo  -  -  1364, 1399 
on  the  rumored  declaration  of  war  -  -  1457 
on  his  appeal  from  a  decision  of  the  Chair  •  1467 
remarks  of,  on  the  Embargo  bill  -  -  1589 
a  note  from,  copied  from  the  National  Intelli- 
gencer -  -  -  .  -  1478  (note) 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  lay  an  embargo  (or  a 
limited  time 1610 


Raagers,  a  bill  firom  the  Senate  aollioriiiog  ctr- 

tain  companies  of  -  -  -  .  .  se 
read  twice,  and  referred  -  -  •  •  SS 
reported  without  amendments,  and  coi&mit- 

ted » 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  •  •  Ittt 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  •  IIS 
a  HU  making  appropriations  forexpentttift* 

cident  to  the.  read  twice,  dec  -       .      .  0i 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  the  Cominittee 
on  the  Military  Establishment,  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediencj  of 
authorizing  additional  companies  of      •  161 
a  bill  to  that  ttEsd  read  twice    -       -      .  !4r 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -       •      >  Itil 

read  a  ^ird  tune,  and  passed      -  •141! 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmeoti, 

and  disagreed  to     -        -        -       -      .  lid 
the  Senate  adhere      -        -        .       .      .  ISH 
the  House  receded    -        -        .       .      .  156 
Rapelye,  George  R.,  adTerse  report  on  petition  of  IM 
Receipts  and  Expenditures,  a  letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  concerning  -      •  laM 

Recess  of  Congress,  Mr.  Bibb  submitted  a  ksoIb- 

tion  on  the  subject  of     -        -       .      .  191 
adopted,  and  a  committee  appointed  -      •  IVi 
a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  Ibr  •     -18* 
read  twice         -        -        -        -       -      -  I3J1 

another  from  the  Senate^  fixing  a  difierest 
day  for  -        -        -        -         -       -      -  IJIT 

read  twice  -  -  -  .  -  .  iSS 
a  third  reading  refused       -        -       .      •  13S 

Refugees,  the  several  reports  from  tlie  War  ud 
Treasury  Departments  on  the  claims  4 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  oa  Poblk 
Lands    -        -        -        -        -       -      •  H4 

the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasmy, 

Secretary  of  War,  and  Comptroller  •      •HI' 
bill  in  relation  to,  read  twice,  and  committed  11^ 
reported  with  amendment,  and  ordered  to  t 

third  reading  -        -        -        .       .      .  ISSt 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •       .      .  i2£ 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  131^ 
concurred  in      -        -        -        -       -      •  ICI 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  further  to  provide  for, 

read  twice      -        -        -        ...  14* 
reported  without  amendment,  and  committed  \^ 
Refunding  of  Duties,  a  bill  to  authome  the,  ia 

certain  cases,  read  twice,  and  committed  •  49 
Representatives  Chamber,  a  committee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  render 
ing  the,  more  comfortable       -       .      .  !M^ 
Reserved  Sections  of  Land,  a  bill  fitom  the  Ses- 

ate  in  relation  to    -        -        -       .      •  14S 
read  twice,  and  committed  -        ->       •     •  149 
reported  without  amendment     -       .      - 1494 
postponed  indefinitely        -        -       .      •  1)^ 
Retrenchment  of  Naval  Expenditures^  on  motidB 
of  Mr.  Cheves,  a  committee  was  appoint* 
•  ed  on  the  subject  of,  to  ait  daring  reoesi  •  1^ 
Returned  Bill,  a  Message,  with  objections  to  the 

District  Court  bUl '-^ 

objections  of  the  President  sustained  -      -  ^^ 
Revenue,  so  much  of  the  Message  aa  relates  to, 
referred  to  the  Conunittae  of  Ways  tod 

Means •  * 

report  ofthe  Secretary  of  the  Treasaryoea- 
ceming         -       -       •--•»■ 
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ReTenue— coDtinued.  Page, 

a  report  from  the  Committee  of  Wajs  and 

Means  in  relation  to      -        -        •        -  lOSO 
the  refolutions  of  »aiJ  committee  amended^ 
and  agreed  to         .....  1406 
Reverted  Lands,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Morrow,  a  res- 
olution was  adopted  in  relation  to  -        -     638 
Inll  to  prevent  the  sate  of,  at  reduced  prices, 

read  twice,  and  committed      ...    648 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading       .....     6S4 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    686 
ReTisal  and  Unfinished  Business,  appointment    ' 

of  the  standing  Committee  on        -        *    883 
Revolationaiy  War,  a  bill  providing  for  persons 
disabled  by  known  wounds  received  in  the, 
read  twice,  and  committed      ...    466 
a  bill  reported  to  continue  in  force  the  act, 

dbc,  read  twice,  and  committed      -        -  1087 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1246 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1388 

concurred  in      •        -        -        -        -        -  1330 

Rhira,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  relating 

to  settlements  on  Indian  lands       -        -    860 
remarks  oU  on  his  resolution  to  lay  additional 

duties 861 

on  a  motion  to  take  ap  said  resolution        -    870 
qieech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  government  of 

Louisiana  Territory       ....    898 
on  the  Senate's  amendment  to  the  appor- 
tionment bill •406 

on  the  Senate  bill  to  raue  an  additional  mtU 

itary  force  .-..--  686 
on  the  bill  to  raise  volunteers  -  -  741,  763 
on  the  Navy  bill  -  -  -  -  910, 930 
on  aiming  the  militia  ....  1073 
remarks  of,  on  British  intrigues  -  -  -1184 
on  the  Mississippi  bill  ....  1206 
on  the  importation  of  British  goods  -  -  1341 
on  the  bill  permitting  importation,  under  cer- 
tain circumstances  ...  1281, 1800 
on  the  joint  resolution  for  recess  -  -  1314 
on  bis  motion  to  require  the  committee,  in 

the  case  of  Judge  Toulmin,  to  report       -  1867 

on  the  resolution  respecting  Caraccas         -  1860 

on  the  repeal  of  the  embargo      ...  1883 

OB  the  notice  to  recall  absentees         -        -  1437 

Richardson,  William  M.,  of  Massachusetts,  was 

qualified,  and  took  his  seat     -        -        -    907 
Riddick,  Thoroaa  F.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice,  and  committed     .        .        -        -  1360 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      -  1377 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .        -        -  1379 
Ridgely,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  apportionment 

bill 868 

remarks  of,  in  the  case  of  Rounsavell  -  1369 

Roberts,  Mr.,  remarks  oU  on  the  motion  to  recede 

firom  disagreement  with  the  Senate         -    706 

remarks  oU  on  the  bill  to  raise  volunteers  793, 793 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  relating  to  the  Naval 

I  Establishment        -        -        -        -        -    699 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  arm  the  militia    -  1046 

in  the  case  of  Rounsavell  -         1368,  1366,  1269 

on  the  joint  resolution  for  recess         -  1337, 1340 

on  the  motion  to  recall  absentees       -        -  1437 

on  his  motion  to  postpone  war  taxes  -  1466, 1467 

;  Rollins,  Ebenezer,  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  1343 

I  Roansavell,  Nathaniel,  proceedings  in  the  cose  of  1367 

committed  to  the  custody  of  the.  Sergeant- 
,  at-Arms         - 1363 
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Rounsavell,  Nathaniel — continued.  Page, 
a  letter  fh>m,  in  explanation       ...  1363 
Mr.  Seybert  submitted  a  resolution  to  dis- 
charge   1371 

adopted,  and  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  ordered 
to  discharge  ......  1374 

Rules  and  Regulations,  Mr.  Blackledge  submitted 
a  resolution  respecting  the,  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  troops    ....    496 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  to  call 

on  the  President 649 

a  Message  from  the  President  in  relation  to  1073 
Russell,  Mr.,  correspondence  of,  with  Mr.  Pink- 

ney 1738, 1740 

qomapondenee  of,  with  the  Marquis  of  Wei- 

lealey 1760 

with  the  Eari  of  Liverpool  ....  1763 
with  the  Secretary  of  State  -  -  1768, 1988 
with  Lord  Gaatlereagh       ....  1766 

with  J.  S.  Smith 1813 

Rutherford,  John,  Mr.  King  presented  a  petition 

of;  referred 1034 

bill  to  allow,  to  bring  into  the  United  States 

certain  slaves,  read  twice        ...  1060 
third  reading  rejected         ....  i486 

S. 

Sabbath,  a  petition  relating  to  the  profanation  of 
}     the,  referred  to  a  committee    .        -        .  1491 
report  of  said  committee    ....  1493 
motion  of  Mr.  Archer  to  meet  on  the,  rejected  1633 
Salaries,  Mr.  Bacon  submitted  a  resolution  rela- 
tive to  continuance  of    -        -        -        -    873 
a  bill  to  continue  for  a  limited  time,  read 

twice 404 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -  1319 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1831 
Sales  at  Auction,  a  bill  laying  dnties  on,  read 

twice     .-----.  1666 
Salt,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Qoincy,  several  petitions 
of  manufacturers  of,  roerred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole      ....  1073 
a  bill  laying  a  duty  on,  read  twice      -        -  1666 
Sammons,  Mr.,  speech  o(  on  the  bill  to  author- 
ise additional  Brigadiers          ...  1616 
Saunders,  Reuben,  a  biU  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of  1838 

twice  read,  and  committed         ...  1830 
Sawyer,  Lemuel,  of  North  Carolina,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat    ....    333 
Schiefilin,  Jacob  and  Son,  Mr.Mitchill  presented 

a  petition  oC  referred      ....    476 
Secrecy,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  a  eommtttee 
was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  viola- 
tion o(  in  the  pioeeedings      ...  1600 
report  of  said  committee    .'       -        •        •  1617 
Secret  Proceedings,  report  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  violations  of 
order  respecting  the       -        -        -        -  1366 
debate  on  the  case  of  Rounsavell        *        -  1863 

journal  of  the    - 1687 

Sevier,  John,  of  Tennessee,  was  qualified,  and 

Ux^huseat 833 

Seybert,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  ordnance  bill      -    693 
on  the  bill  respecting  the  Naval  Establish- 
ment      8*3 

remarks  of,  introducing  a  resolution  respect- 
ing arts  and  manufactures      ...  1083 
on  the  duties  imposed  on  distillers      .        -  1116 
on  his  motion  to  refer  a  petition         -       -  1341 
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Seybert,  Mr.,  remarks  of— continued.  Page, 

on  the  case  of  RounRavell  1257,  1266,  1268»  1272 
on  the  importation  bill  -  -  -  -  1301 
speech  of,  on  the  renewal  of  a  patent  right  1446 
on  the  embargo  bill  -  -  -  -  1687,  ^ft92 
Shattuck,  Jared,  report  on  the  petition  o(,  read 
and  referred   to  the  Conimittee  of  the 

Whole 427 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  tw^oe,  and  com- 
mitted  -------  1489 

BktBdj,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  an 

additional  military  force  -        -        •    61* 

remarks  of,  on  the  caie  of  RoansaTell        -  1258, 

1259,  1267,  1274 

Sherifis,  on  motion  of  Mr.  JemuDgs,  a  oommii* 
tee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  authorizing  the  eleetioii  of, 
in  Indiana  Territory  -  -  -  -  372 
a  bill  to  that  effect  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted         420 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      •  1879 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1379 

filhipman,  Dennison,  and  Company,  Mr.  TaH- 

madge  presented  the  petition  of       -        -    309 

Shot  Manufacturers,  the  petition  of,  praying  pro- 
tection --.----    862 

Sinking  Fund,  report  of  the  Commissionen  of 

the 2075 

Smilie,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  to  refer 

the  Message 336,  339 

on  the  bill  for  the  government  of  Louisiana 
Territory        -        -        -        -        -        -    357 

on  Mr.  Rhea's  resolution  for  additional  du- 
ties       -        - 389 

on  the  rules  and  orders      ....     671 
on  amending  the  Senate  bill  to  raise  an  ad- 
dition^ militaiy  force     -        -        -        -     611 
on  receding  from  amendment  of  the  same, 

disagreed  to  hj  the  Senate       -        -     702,  706 
on  the  bill  to  raise  volunteers  733, 766,  773,  792, 

798 
on  the  Navy  bill  ....  910,931 
on  marriage  licenses .        -        .        •        .  1041 

on  the  loan  bill 1089 

on  introducing  a  motion  to  adjourn  for  Good 

Friday 1240 

statements  of,  in  regard  to  Rounsavell        -  1274 
remarks  ot,  on  the  resolution  respecting 

Caraccas 1349 

on  the  war  taxes        .....  1558 
on  the  embargo  bill   .....  1592 

Smith,  loseph,  petition  of,  referred  to  tlM  Secre- 
tary of  State 1428 

Smith,  John  Spear,  correspondence  of  with  the 

Secretary  of  State  -        •        - 1741, 1749 

with  Lord  Wellesley  ....  1814 

Snethen,  Rev.  Mr.,  election  of,  as  Chaplain        -    345 
Spain,  Mr.  Poindexter  submitted  a  reaolntion  in 

relation  to  a  negotiation  with         -        -    581 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  to  call 

on  the  President 696 

Spanbh  American  Colonies,  so  much  of  the 
Message  as  relates  to  the,  referred  to  a 

select  committee 335 

report  of  said  committee  read    ...    427 
Speaker  of  the  House,  remarks  of  the,  in  defence 

of  a  decision  ......  1468 

a  note  from  the,  to  the  National  IntelUgen- 
oer        ......       .  1469 


Pact 
Spoliations,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bi^elow  a  resoln- 

tion  was  adopted  inquiring  into       -        '  IW 
Standing  Committees,  appointment  of  the         •   89 
Standing  Rules,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Baasett,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  prepare     -        •   Iti 
report  of  said  committee   referred   to  the 

Committee  of  the  Whole  -  -  -  S( 
leported  with  amendments  -         -        •   Sft 

which  were  concurred  in    -         -         -       •  5§: 
Stanford,  Mr.,  speech  o^  on  the  report  of  the 

Committee  of  Foreign  Relationa  -  -  MI 
remarks  of,  on  the  rules  and  orders  -  •  57. 
on  the  Senate  bill  for  an  additional  militaij 

force  .  .  -  -  -  -  -  IB 
on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  to  employ  Uis 

Army  -  •  -  -  -  -  -  7« 
on  the  bill  to  continue  salaries    •         -        -  IMi 

on  the  salt  Ux UU 

Staamboato,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  emoOiBg 

and  licensing  -  -  -  -  -  im 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  11^ 
reported  without  amendment*  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 115? 

read  a  third  time,  ^nd  passed      -         -       -  lUI 
Stone,  Silas,  the  petition  of,  referred  to  the  Coo- 

mittee  on  Useful  Arts     -         -         -       •  iMs 
Stout,  John  N.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of^  read  tm'wt, 

and  committed        -        -         -         -       -  1157 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     •  IST 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed       -         -       -  1321 
Stow,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  for  ad(fi- 

tional  military  force  -  -  -  .  674 
remarks  of,  on  the  joint  resolution  lor  reom  139 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  ksae 

of  Trcanury  notes  -         -         .        -  15C 

remarks  of,  on  the  war  taxes  -  -  -  l^ 
on  the  embargo  bill   -         -         -  1588,  I5S5 

Streshly,  Thomas,  and  William,  a  hill  from  tbe 

Senate  for  relief  of  -  -  -  -  1355 
read  twice,  and  committed  -         -        -  !3aS 

reported  with  amendmenta,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading       -        -         -         -        -  145 
Stuart,  Philip!  of  Maryland,  was  qualified  and 

took  his  seat  -  -  -  -  -  .  a 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senators  amendments  to 

the  Wabash  bill «» 

put>  a  question  to  Mr.  Widgery  -        -  WW 

Sugar,  a  bill  laying  additional  duties  on,  refined 

in  the  United  States      -         -         .        -  1551 
Sundays,  Mr.  Lyle  presented  a  petition  that 

mails  may  not  be  carried  on  -  -  •  J<* 
Mr.  Lacock    presented  a   petition   to  ^ 

aame  effect  -  -  -  -  .  .  36 
other  petitiona  praying  the  same  420, 495.  aX* 
report  of  the  Postmaster  General  on  the 

subject,  referred  -  -  -  -  -  ** 
an  adverse  report  concurred  in  -  -  •  ^-^ 
other  petitions,  to  the  ssme  effect  -  800,  M 
St.  Clair.  Arthur,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice  1«{ 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  Un- 
ordered to  a  third  reading  -  -  •  •  H* 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  authorizing^  an  annu- 
ity to  -      -      -      -      -      "      ■ ^S 

read  twice,  and  committed  -  -  -  1" 
rejected  on  the  third  reading  -  -  -  1^ 
a  petition  of,  referred  to  a  select  committee  I4r 
a  bill  granting  an  annuity  to,  twice  read  and 

committed  -  -  -  -  -  •I*': 
rejected  on  third  reading  -        -        -       •  l*** 
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T.  Pige. 

Tsggart,  Mr.,  ■peech  of,  intended  to  be  deliv 

ered  on  the  declaration  of  war 
Taliftferro,  John,  Mr.  Burwell  presented  the  pe 

tiiion  of,  complaining  of  the  undue  elec 

tion  of  John  P.  Hungcrford ;  refbrred  to 

the  Committee  of  Elections    - 
report  of  said  committee,  referred  to  the  Com 

mittee  of  the  Whole 
admitted  to  a  seat  on  the  floor    - 
the  report  of  the  committee  on  his  case,  read 
testimony  in  support  of  h^  claim  to  a  seat 
decision  of  the  House  in  faror  of 
was  dulj  quslified,  and  took  his  seat  - 

TaUmadge,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph' 

motion  to  employ  the  Army  • 
on  the  Senate  bill  relating  to  Quartermaster* 

department    -        •        .        •        • 
•peech  of,  on  the  militia  bill 


remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  arm  the  militia  1046, 1060 


382 

357 
363 
377 
380 
395 
396 

783 

801 
1014 


on  the  laying  dutias  on  salee  at  auction 
on  the  case  of  Rounsarell  -        .        . 
on  the  ordnance  bill  «        .        • 

on  the  death  of  the  Vice  President    - 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  authorize  Assistant 

Secretaries  of  War 
remarks  of,  on  the  petitions  for  repeal  of  the 

embargo 

TayloTy  and  Richards,  an  adrerM  report  on  the 

petition  of 
Tea   Plant,  a  quantity  of,  presented  by  J.  8. 

Grimes-        .... 
a  letter  respecting  the  culture  of 

Teaaesaee>  his,  Rhea  presented  a  resolotion  of 
the  Legislatare  o^  disapproving  certain 
amendments  of  the  Constitution  proposed 
by  Massachusetts,  PetUMyhaoia,  and  Viiw 
gittia 

reaolttlien  ratifying  the  amendment  of  the 
same,  in  relation  to  titles        ... 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  were  instructed  in  relation 
to  certain  lands  in 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authorize  the  State 
o4  to  iasne  grants,  dto    •        •        •        • 

lead  twice,  and  committed         ... 

reported,  and  refened  to  the  Committee  on 
PubUe  Lands 

report  of  said  committee  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole 
Tnritones  of  Orleans  and  Louisiana,  the  Com* 
mittee  on  Public  Lands  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  suspend* 
ing  the  opening  of  the  land  offices  in  the 

Territory  of  Louisiana,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rhea, 

the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the, 

presented  at  last  session,  was  referred  to 

a  select  committee  •        •        •        • 

a  Mil  providing  for  tho  government  of  the, 

read  twice,  and  committed  •  - 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  • 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
returned  amended,  and  concsnred  in  - 
a  bill  making  further  proviaion  for  settling 
claima  to  land  in,  read  twice  -  «  « 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
returned  from  the  Senate,  with  amendments 
conmned  in     •••••• 
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1849 
1333 
1386 

1371 

1417 

480 

1437 
2178 


569 


559 
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1366 
1376 

1484 
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338 

348 
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Territory  of  Louisiana— continued.  Page, 

sundry  resolutions  of  the  people  of,  asking 
that  the  second  grade  of  government  may 
be  extended  to  the,  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee        .        -        .        -'      .        -        .403 
a  petition  adverM  to  the  former  -        -        .    420 
Territory  of  Orleans,  a  bill  to  extend  the  time 
for  opening  tiie  several  land  offices  in, 
read  twice,  and  committed      ...    349 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -    863 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    356 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  PubUe 
Lands  .......    373 

agreement  reported,  and  concurred  in  .  397 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  giving  further  time 

for  registering  claims  to  land  in      *        .  1849 
a  bill  to  the  same  efiect,  read  twice     -        •  1049 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        •        •        -  1078 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed'     ...  1083 
a  Message  from  the  President  transmitting 
the  proceedings  of  a  convention  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  act  to  enable  the  people  o^  to 
form  a  constitution,  dtc.        -        .        .1155 
referred  to  a  select  committee    .  -  1156 

Thompson,  John,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  committed 1808 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      •  1343 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1347 
Thornton,  William,  petition  of,  referred    -        .  1384 
Tobacco,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  inquire 

concerning  our  trade  in  -        -        -        *    596 
Tonnage,  a  resolution  directing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  report  a  statement  of  the 
district,  dtc  ......    550 

agreed  to 738 

report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in 

obedience  -  -  •  -  .  -  1018 
a  bill  to  lay  additional  duties  on,  read  twice  1555 

Toolmin,  Harry,  the  Speaker  laid  before  the 
House  a  letter  containing  ohai:gea  against 
Judge 628 

Mr.  Poindexter  submitted  a  resolution  for  a 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of    559 

the  resolution  withdrawn,  and  the  chaigee, 
^c,  referred  to  a  select  committee  -    567 

sundry  papers  in  refutation  of  the  charges 
against 764,  1219 

a  £ivorable  report  of  the  conduct  of,  con. 
curred  ia 1436 

the  complaint  Against,  at  large  ...  816St 
Trading  Licenses,  so  much  of  the  Message  as 
relates  to  foreign,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manu&e* 
tures     .......    335 

Transfer  of  Moneys,  a  report  from  the  Score. 

Ury  of  the  Navy  of  the  .        -        .408 

Treasury  Notes,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  issue  o( 

read  twice,  dtc 1490 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1493 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1493 
letamed  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  concurred  in  *  *  .  .  *  1559 
Troup,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Com* 

mittee  of  Foreign  Relations  .  •  •  490 
remariLs  of,  on  amending  the  Senate  bill  to 

raise  an  additional  military  force  -  •  616 
on  the  motion  to  recede  from  disagreement 

oa  the  same 70^ 
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Tronp,  Mr. — continaed.  Pftga* 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  volanteens     -    740 

remarks  of,  on  British  intrigues        -  1185,  1194 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  authorize  Assistant 

Secretaries  of  War         ....  1359 

Tuireau,  General,  correspondence  of,  with  the 

SecreUry  of  State  ....  1984 

U. 

Unchartered  Banks,  Mr.  Gholson  submitted  a 

resolution  in  relation  to  -        -        -        -  1 16S 
Union  Canal  Company,  Mr.  Smilie  presented  a 
memorial  of  the,  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee           -        -    418 

the  said  memorial  at  large          -        •        -  2169 
UniTersity  of  Orleans,  a  petition  of  the  Trustees 
ot  the,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands        14S0 

Ursnline  Nuns,  the  petition  of  the,  presented  -  697 
referred  to  a  select  committee  ...  701 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  exchange  of  Imnda 

with  the,  read  twice  -  •  -  -  1 100 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  •  1S88 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1889 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1319 
concurred  in  •  -  *  -  •  -  1861 
Ustful  Arts,  dtc.,  a  bill  (rom  the  Senate  leseouie 

InTcntors  in  the,  exclusive  rights     •        •  1018 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  select  com- 
mittee    1091 

reported  with  amendments,  and  committed    1161 

V. 

Venezuela,  a  bill  for  relief  of  the  citizens  of,  read 

twice 1866 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        .  1878 
Vermont,  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of,  ratify- 
ing the  amendment  of  the  Constitution 

relating  to  titles. 660 

a  report  of  the  Land  Commissioners  for  the 
District  of,  referred         ...        .  1669 
Vessels,  repaired,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bibb,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Nsvy  was  directed  to  r»* 
port  the  number  o^  dbc  •        •        -        -    684 
the  report  as  ordered  ....    664 

captnred,  Mr.  Little  submitted  a  resolution 

requesting  information  as  to  the  nnmber  of    738 
a  report  of  the  captures  of,  made  by  Great 

Britain 1768 

Vice  President,  a  message  from  the  Senate  an- 
nouncing the  death  of  the      •        -        -  1826 
Virginia,  a  resolution  of  the  Legislatore  of,  ap- 
proving the  measures  of  Government     •  1012 
Virginia  Military  Land  Warrants,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  McKee,  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  were  instructed  in  relation  to        -    852 
report  of  said  committee  read    ...    868 
agreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in........  '560 

a  bill  to  ascertain  and  establish  the  boundaries 
of  the,  read  twice,  dkc   -        -        -        -    689 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1035 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1036 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1434 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  1435 
a  disagreement  reported,  and  concurred  in  -  1450 
the  Senate  insisted  -  ...  -  1482 
the  House  insisted,  and  asked  a  conference  1484 
report  of  the  managers  agreed  to  •  -  1487 
modifications  reported  concurred  in  *  ^v  1613  i 
modifications  agreed  to  by  the  Senate         -  1632  ' 


Virginia  Revolutionary  Claims,  a  committes  sp- 

pointed  to  inquire  conoemiog  -      -  ISIS 

report  of  said  committee  -  -  >  •  ISfl 
Volunteers,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Presodcnt  Xa 

accept,  read  twice,  dec.  -  .  •  •  58 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  discharged,  and 

bill  recommitted  to  select  committee  -  61) 
reported  with  amendment  -  *  -  •  SH 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  •  -  -80 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  ameadmenti, 

and  concurred  in  -  -  -  -  -  liff 
a  Message  firom  the  President  in  relation  to, 

referred  -        -         -         -         .       -  ISST 

a  bill  supplementary  to  the   act  to  raise, 

read  twice  -  -  -  -  -  •  isn 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  .  .  •  ISf4 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  -ISA 
returned  with  amendmenta  -        -       •  ISI4 

concurred  in      -        -        -         -         .       - 158 

W. 

Wabash,  Mr.  Ormsby  submitted  a  reaolatiott  nl- 

ative  to  the  battle  on  the         >         .       .  jST 
a  Message  from  the  President,  transmittiBg 
the  official  report  of  Governor  Harrisoo  i 
the  particulars  of  the  battle*  ^tc,  nkrrtd 
to  a  select  committee      -         -         .       .  557 
a  petition  of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana  Ter- 
ritory, praying  provision  for  the  hetis  af 
the  killed,  dtc,  referred  to  the  same  com- 
mittee  --.--         --MS 
report  of  the  committee      -         -         .       .  OS 
a  petition  of  the  officers  who  aemed  on  the  S3 
a  bill  ordered  for  relief  of  the  haare,  dice.    -  liil 
a  bill  Ibr  relief  of  the  offieera,  dbc*  ^Cc,  reed 

twice,  Ac  -  -  -  •  -  -  19J7 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -        .  1^ 

read  a  third  time,  and  pasaed  -  .  -1^ 
returned  ftwn  the  Senate  with  emfradmeats  1^ 
read  and  referred  -  -  -  -  .  I2i5 
amendmenta  disagreed  to  -  -  -  -  lS5i 
the  Senate  insisted  -  •  •  •  -  1279 
the  House  receded  -  -  -  •  .  199 
the  official  report  of  the  battle  ob  the  -  Sli' 
War,  petitions  in  favor  of,  and  remonatraliBg 

against    -  1436,  1478,  1479,  1481,  1483. 149. 
1487,  1489,  1491,  1492,  1616,  1562, 1$^ 
Mr.    Randolph  submitted  a  rcaelmtioii  in 
writing,  that  it  is  inezpedioDt  to  resort  l0| 
against  Great  Britain    •        -         -        *  14<T 
a  blH  declaring,  read  twice,  and  committed    Itf 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reetding      •  lO^ 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        ->        -  1S3T 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendsaenls  16^ 
concurred  in,  and  stoned  by  the  Speaker    -  1^ 
signed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  li^ 
War  Taxes,  Mr.  Roberts  submitted  a  resolution 
to  discharge  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  from  the  further  oonaidermtMUi  of 

the -        .  1M« 

Mr.  Roberts  submitted  a  resolution  to  poet* 

pone  the  same        ...         -         -  155f 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and  postponed  -        •  i^ 
Washington,  a  petition  praying  certain  amend- 
ments in  the  charter  of,  referred      -         •    3^ 
a  bill  fer  the  amendment  of  the  charter  of, 

read  twice,  dec      .        .        -        •         .    5SS 
reported,  and  recommitted  to  a  aeleci  oom- 
mittee .   fiT 
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Waihingion— oontinaed.  Paf^ 

•n  amendatory  bill  reported,  readt  aad  com* 

mined 1016 

leportedy  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  «  1319 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaeed  •  •  •  1321 
retamed  firom  the  Senate  with  amendments  1333 
eoncurred  in  -  -  -  -  •  -  134S 
Washington  OoUege,  a  bill  to  incorporate  the 

Truetees  o<^  read  twice,  dee.    •        -        •    719 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        ...  1377 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     ...  1379 
Waye  and  Meane,  appointment  of  the  atanding 

committee  of  .        .        «        •        .    333 

Webb,  Joetab  H.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice,  dec.  •••.-•  262 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  369 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed      ...    371 

Wellealey,  Lord,  eorrespondeneo  of,  with  Mr. 

Pinkney 1721, 17.30 

West  Florida,  Mr.  Poindexter  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  the  people  of,  praying  to  be  an- 
nexed to  Miasissippi  Territory,  Ac,         •    368 

no  much  of  said  petition  as  refers  to  annex- 
ation, referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
admission  of  Mississippi  Territory  into 
the  Union 367 

00  much  of  the  said  petition  as  refers  to  Isnd 
claims,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic l^nds -    367 

the  petition  for  annexation,  at  large  -        •>  3157 

West,  John  8.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  dec.  1167 

Weston,  Ezra,  and  Son,  petition  of,  referred  to  a 

select  committee    •        .        -        -        .  1326 

Wharton,  Thomas  F.,  an  adverse  report  on  the 

petition  of,  concurred  in  -        -        -    427 

Wheaton,  Joseph,  an  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of,  concurred  in       -        -        -        -    669 

Whipple,  Abraham,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read 

twice,  dtc. 844 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  *  -  -  365 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    356 

White,  Bartholomew,  petition  of,  presented,  and 

leave  given  to  withdraw  it      -        -        -  1250 

Whitebili,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  war  taxes     -  1558 

Whitlow,  Charles,  petition  of;  referred       -    403,  846 

Whitney,  Eli,  petition  of  -        -        -        -        -  1325 

referred  to  a  select  committee    -        -     ,  •  1326 

a  bill  for  relief  o^  read  twice,  dec.      -        -  1414 

Widgery,  William,  of  Massachutetts,  was  qual- 

ned,  and  took  his  seat    -        .        -        -    334 
nmarks  ol^  on  the  referenoe  of  the  Presi* 

dent's  Message      •        •        .        •        •    339 
speech  of,  On  Mr.  Clay's  amendment  to  th* 
Innate  biU  for  raising  an  additional  mili- 
tary force       ------    602 

on  the  motion,  after  being  amended  -  -  658 
remarks  of,  on  receding  from  disagreement 

with  the  Senate  on  the  same  -  •  •  706 
OB  Mr.  Randolph's  reaoiatioo  to  employ  the 

Army --726 

on  the  bill  to  raise  ▼elanioers  -  *  731,777 
spootfh  o(  on  the  biU  conoorning  the  Naval 

EsUblishment 995 

OB  the  wav  taxeo  .  -  -  -  -  1142 
lemarks  of,  on  the  caie  of  Rounsavell  -  1266 
speech  of;  on  the  itapertation  bill  -  •  1300 
remaiko  of,  on  the  rMoi«tion  for  a  recess   •  1337, 

1338 
on  the  embargo  biU 1697 


Page. 
Wilkinson,  General  James,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate for  relief  of      -        •        -        -        -  1565 
proceedings  of  the  court  martial  on    -        -  2125 
Williams,  D.  R.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution 

concerning  public  defence       ...    341 
on  the  Senate  bill  to  raise  an  additional 
military  force         .....    595 

speech  of,  on  the  amendments  proposed  to 
the  same        ......    678 

remarks  of,  on  tlie  bill  concerning  a  Quar- 
termaster's department  ....    802 

oa  the  hill  concerning  the  Naval  Establish- 
ment      939 

on  arming  the  militia  ....  1046 
on  the  ordnance  bill  -  -  -  -  -  1323 
on  the  joint  resolution  for  xecess  -  -  1339 
on  the  Senate  bill  for  Assistant  Secretaries 

of  War 1356 

on  the  District  banks  ....  1422 

on  the  resolution  to  recall  absentees      1424,  1426 
on  maritime  defence  .....  1572 
oa  the  embargo  bill   -        -        -        •        -  1596 
Willtama,  Jonathan,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read 

twice,  and  committed     -        -        -  *      -    933 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      -  1479 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1483 
Wilson,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  vol- 
unteers -.-.,.    772 
Wilson,  Thomas,  a  bill  for  relief  o^  read  twice, 

and  committed       .....  1048 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      -  1158 
read  a  third  time,  and  paseed     -        -        -  1 196 
Winn,  Richard,  of  South  Carolina,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat    -        -        •        -    331 
Winters,  Eiisha,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 

dec 1226 

Wirgman,  Charles,  a  bill  for  relief  of;  read  twioe    543 
Witnesses,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Milnor,  a  commit- 
tee was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  ex* 
pedienby  of  providing  for  the  compensap 

tion  of- 868 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Lewis,  the  petition  of  the, 
in  the  case  of  Aaron  Burr,  was  referred 
•  to  a  select  committee      ....    523 
Wright,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  Senate's  amend- 
ment 10  the  apportionment  bill        -        -    409 
on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign 

RelatMMM 467 

remarks  of,  on  rules  and  orders  -        -    671 

on  a  motion  to  amend  the  Senate  bill  for 

additional  military  force  ...    608 

on  reoeding  from  said  amendment  -  -  703 
on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  to  employ  the 

Army 720,  726 

on  the  bill  to  «aMe  volnnteers  •  -  739,  797 
speech  of,  on  the  Naval  Establishment  bill  940 
zemarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  arm  the  militia  -  1081 
apeoch  of,  oa  the  war  taxep  -  •  -  1 122 
remarks  of,  on  British  intrigoee  -  •  -  1184 
on.  the  Senate's  amendments  to  the  District 

Court  bill 1229 

on  the  bill  to  permit  imporutions  -  1290, 1308 
on  the  joint  resolution  for  tecoss        •        -1316 

on  ths  ordnance  bill 1323 

on  the  bill  anthoriaing  Asabtaat  Secretaries 

of  War 1376 

speecb  of;  on  the  repeal  of  the  embargo  •  1412 
remarks  o^  on  the  District  banks  •  •  1422 
en  lecaUiDg  ahoeatoos       •       .       •       •  1426 
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Wright,  Mr.,  remarka  of— continued.  Page, 

on  a  question  of  order  ...  1464,  1465 
on  the  repeal  of  the  non-importation  act  -  1541 
on  the  war  taica 1558 

y. 

Teas  and  Nays,  on  recommitting  the  resolutiona 

reported  to  refer  the  President's  Message     340 
OB  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  to  read  the  docu- 
ments   -------     841 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  relief  of 

Commodore  Whipple  •  -  -  -  355 
on  filling  the  blank  in  the  apportionneat 

biU 366 

OB  recommitting  the  same  -        -        -        •    866 
on  concurring  with  the  Committtae  of  Elec* 
tions  in  their  report  on  the  contested  elec- 
tion between  John  P.  Hongerford  and  J  no. 

Taliaferro 898 

on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  to  recommit  the 

report  -.-----  394 
on  John  P.  Hungerford's  title  to  a  seat  •  895 
on  the  right  of  John  Taliaferro  to  the  same  395 
on  poetponing  the  Senate's  amendment  to 

the  apportionment  bill  •  -  -  -  402 
on  concurring  in  the  same ->  -  .  •  412 
on  agreeing  to  the  first  lesolution  of  the 

Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  ->  •419 
on  agreeing  to  the  second  resolution  of  the 

Committee  of  Foreign  Relatione  -  •  545 
on  agreeing  to  the  third  resolution  of  the 

Committee  of  Foreign  Relatione    -        *    546 
on  agreeing  to  the  fouith  and  fifth  reeolo^ 
tlons  of  the  Committee  of  Foreif  n  Rela- 
tions              -        -647 

OB  feceding  from  disagreement  with   tiie 

Senate  on  the  apportionment  bill  -  -  558 
on  amending  the  siith  resolution  of  the 

Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  •  664,  665 
OB  agreeing  to  said  resolution  •  -  .  566 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  complete 

the  existing  Militarj  Establishment  -  565 
•B  amending  the  Senate  bill  to  raiae  bb  ad- 
ditional military  force  -  •  >  -  612 
on  the  third  reading  of  said  MH  -  •  -  617 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same  •  «*  691 
on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  to  postpone  the 

same  indefinitely  -  -  -  •  -716 
on  receding  from  the  first  amendment  to  the 

aame 717 

Ml  receding  from  the  otlier  amendments  •  716 
on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  to  eaiploy  the 

Army  in  making  roads,  dec  •  -  •  727 
on  amending  the  bill  to  ralae  Tolunteera     -  779, 

793,  799 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  said  bill  •  -  800 
OB  filKng  a  blaak  in  the  navy  biU  -  Ma,  1000 
on  a  motioB  to  amend  the  same,  999,  1002,  1003 
OB  making  the  appropriation  fat  the  saaM 

for  three  years 1000 

on  amending  the  bill  reUtiBg  to  the  Militaiy 

Establishment 1008 

on  amending  the  general  appr6pmtioB  biU  1010 
OB  the  third  reading  of  the  militia  bill  •  -•  1019 
OB  the  passage  of  said  bill .  -  •  -  1081 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  for  defence  of 

maritime  frontier  •  -  -  -  •  1080 
OB  tho  third  reading  of  the  UU  lor  relief  of 

infirm  and  diaaUod  offioeta,  dec  -  -  1033 
on  amending  the  bill  to  arm  the  milaliay  1047,  1070 


Yeaa  and  Nays— continued.  Pip. 

OB  reoonaidering  a  ToCe  in  relataon  t»  mi 

bill liK 

on  the  resolution  to  raise  a  ptoviaioBal  amy  :o& 
on  the  previous  question  «  -  -  -  !i)% 
OB  the  final  passage  of  tho  bill  to  am  tlie 

militia m 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  loan  hill  -  •  lilC 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same  •      •  ii^ 

on  the  resolutions  to  inereaae  the  import 

duties    -        -        -         -        -        -      •  i:> 

OB  postponing  the  second  reaohitioB  of  chc 

Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  -  •  L'lt 
OB  agreeing  to  the  same  -  -  -  -1.1. 
on  agreeing  to  the  third  reaolotioB  -  •  L.- 
on  the  propos«d  salt  tax  -  1124,  iiis^iir 
on  reconsidering  a  vote  -  -  -  •  ilS 
ou  recommitting  the  report  aa  to  war  taxsi  VX 
on  taxing  distillers  -  -  -  •  -  h(- 
on  taxing  retailers  of  wines,  dec  -  •  U<? 
on  taxing  sales  at  auction  -  -  -  •  V^^ 
on  taxing  refined  sugar  -  -  .  .  llti 
on  taxing  pleasuBe  carriages  -  -  •  1150 
on  taxing  bank  and  other  notes  -  1150,  U' 

on  the  question  of  direct  tax  •  .  .  lliS 
on  allowing  deduction  to  such  States  as  t»- 

same  to  pay,  dtc  -  -  -  -  .  r.iS 
OB  the  time  when  said  taxea  shall  begin  •  iiS 
on  the  continuance  of  the  same  ibr  a  jesr 

after  the  war  -----  llSt 
on  all  the  tax  resolutions  together  •  •  HS 
on  concurring  with  the  amendments  of  tk« 

Senate  to  the  bill  for  defence,  dec  -  -  H^'- 
on  empowering  the  Committee  of  Forngn 

Relations  to  send  for  persons,  &c  -  *  UK 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  for  reliW of 

General  Su  Clair  -  -  -  -  -  US 
on  reconsidering  the  vote  paaaing  the  Di»- 

trict  Court  bill II^^ 

on  amending  the  bill  to  repeal  the  tenth  sec- 
tion of  the  United  States  Bank  act  •  I-^ 
on  amending  the  Mississippi  bill  -  •  '30§ 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  same  •  -  '^ 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  aame  -  '  «**« 
on  amending  tho  bill  relating  to  Quartermu- 

ter's  department     -        -  1213,  1214, !« 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  admit  Loo- 

isiana  -  -  -  -  .--15!? 
on  concurring  with  the  Senate's  amend- 

raent  of  the  District  Court  bill  - 1^ 

on  a  motion  to  revise  the  penal  code  -  *  1^ 
OB  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  for  relief  of 

William  Hubbell ^ 

OR  the  question  of  excluding  N.  RounsavsU 

from  conversation  with  membcta  while  is 

custody  of  the  Sergeant-at- Arms  -  •  ]9f. 
oa  amendiug  a  motion  to  diachaige  aid 

Rounaavell  -  -  •  -  -  •  *2 
on  the  PresidoBt'a  oljeetioBB  to  a  bill  •  1*' 
•n  indefinite  poatponemeat  of  the  imports* 

tionbUl i'JI 

OB  the  resohitiou  reapeotiBg  rseeaa  -  -  ^^* 
OB  the  bin  to  iBoorporata  the  LouiaiaaaLesd 

Companj /  ^^^ 

OB  amending  the  bill  making  Anther  previa 

ion  for  the  army  -  -  -  *  *  ^2 
on  amending  the  engineer  bill  •  *  ^''''  ^^ 
OB  iBdefiaite  poetpoBoment  of  the  aame  •  1^ 
OB  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  making  fiv- 

ther  piovisioB  for  the  ttmy    •       -      - 
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Veas  and  Nays — continued.  Page, 

on  poftponing  the  joint  reiolation  for  reccpi  1335, 

1342 
on  amending  the  ■ame  ....  1336 
on  amending  the  general  appropriation  bill  1346 
on  Mr.  Randolph*!  motion  concerning  the 

Canary  Inlanda 1349 

on  the  first  clanse  of  said  resolution  -  -  1850 
on  the  remainder  of  the  same  •  -  •1351 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  authorizing 

A aafstant  Secretaries  of  War  -  -  -  1375 
on  postponing  the  petitions  for  repeal  of  the 

embargo  -  .  -  -  -  1415,1419 
on  the  Senate  bill  granting  annuity  to  Gen* 

eral  8u  Clair  .....  1480 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  incorporate 

the  Meclranics'  Bank  of  Alexandria  -  1423 
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